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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PUBLI HER A ·o BOOK ELLER • Book for Jeioi h Education 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET • PHONE: P.ARKW.A. Y 7345 • CI.NCI.NN.A.TI, OHIO 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON, Administrative Secretary 

abbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevel nd , Ohio 

Dear R bbi Silver : 

Jul 24, 19~4 

In the .bsence of Rabbi= elson who is on his 
vacation, I am cknowledgin ~ece·pt of our 
letter of Jul 1 . Ti th r to "'11he Jew 
and :1 s Reli io " b· F uer Gl zer, we do 
not ~now whether this ubl c tion is still out 
of print and ., ar writing to he publi. her 
tod • . , e w111 dvise "'ou as soon as 1e receive 
th c inform ton . le have eleven copies of 'The 
Jew nd ·1s Religion1 on hand and if this amount 
will be of hel. to ·ou , plea~e let us know and 
we will be glad to send them to ou . 

In nether letter you asked us if we rnew whether 
a better qualit edition of "The Stor of the Jewtt 
by Levinger has been printed . This is not probable 

most bool.s re printed in onl one qu lity of 
paper . You will find th t the rade of ppr which 
is used this comin~ ·ear will not be up to the 
usual standard 1due to the p per shortage . 

If we can be of an further service to Tou , ple s 
let us ~now . Tith kind r et ngs , I am 

Ver· sincerely yours , 

(o/JtM- :;l-p) t-~ @. ?~ 
A i tant to Rabbi E elson 

EBF : Y 
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UNION OF 
AMERICAN 
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HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OP TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 
THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCI ATI, OHIO PHO E P Ark way 7345 

September 19, 1944 
Dear Rabbi: 

V-Day is coming. We are all longing for it. 
We are waiting for it with prayerful hearts. May 
it come soon and bring peace and healing it its train! 

We all know that the day will be celebrated 
with jubilation throughout the length and breadth 
of the land. Keeping in mind the unbridled and 
sometimes ill-advised demonstrations which char
acterized the celebration of the Armistice in the 
First World War, many communities are planning a 
more restrained and more devout expression of joy, 
mingled with thanksgiving and gratitude to the 
Giver of all good Who has kept us alive, preserved 
us, and brought us to the joyful day of victory 
over the enemies of peace and freedom. We Jews , 
perhaps more than any other group, h~ve cause to 
thank God for the dawning of the day of liberty 
for our long enslaved brethren, as well as of liber
ation for the oppressed multitudes of men. 

I trust that in common with many churches and 
synagogues, and where feasible, in joint interfaith 
services of thanksgiving, you are planning a special 
V-Day service to be held as soon as victory shall 
be definitely announced. As you know, the pres i 
dent of the C.C.A.R. has sent out a leaflet contain
ing suggestions including a most appropriate prnyer 
and Scriptural readings for the V-Day service. You 
will no doubt also arrange for proper music and 
ceremonial. If we can be of assistance to you in 
any way in planning your service, please do not hesi
tate to write to me, and I am certain that, through 
our always efficient department of Synagogue Activities, we can be of help to you. 

Trusting that the fruits of victory may be sweet and enduring, I am 

Faithfully yours, 

MNE:PWK 
Y~l-F,r~ 

Director 
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THE UNION OF 
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THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCINNATI, OHIO PHONE P Arkway 7345 

October 5, 1944 

Dr . Ab a Hillel Silver 
c /o The Temple 
E . 105th St . & Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend : 

I am enclosing a copy of the notice 
of the meeting of the Program Commi t ee for 
the next Council of the Union . Si nce you 
are undoubtedly pla in to be in Cincinnati 
on the 18t for the t g . of the CCAR 
Executive Board, ol m has asked me 
to re ue t ou o t rrange to be present 

t them i g o Co mittee on Program . 

i h k nd 

LE :E 

Encl . 

reeting s , I am 

Sincerel yours, 

Administr tive 

( 

(., 

ecretary 
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Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
10311 Lake Shore Drive 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 5, 1944 

At the request of Mr. Robert P. Goldman, 
Chairman or the Corami ttee on Time, Place and 
Program of the 39th Council of the Union, I am 
calling a meeting o a subco ittee or the Com
mittee. 

e 111 meet on Tu day, October 17, 1944 
at 5:00 p.m. in Parlor I of the Netherland Plaza 
Hotel, C1ncinnati 9 We 111 have dinner together 
and then contlnu with our meeting . 

Please make every ffort to be present. A 
postal card is enclosed for your convenience in 
replying. 

~1th kind greetings, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

1 

Administrative Secretary 

LE:EF 



abbi Loui r. lson 
7th oar 
34 . 6 h treet 
C nc1 nat1 2, Oho 



Dear Rabbi Egelson: Date 

I am __ planning to attend the meeting 
of the subcomm.1 ttee on Progr,em of the 391:h 
Council on Tuesday,. Octo,ber 17, 1944, 5:00 
p.m., at the Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincin
nati, Parlor I. 

Signature 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 
E . 105t at Ansel Rd ., 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 20 , 1944 

Enclosed is copy of the Minutes of the meeting 
of the sub-Committee of our Committee on Time, Place 
and Pro am for the next Council of the Union . 

Also enclosed is a entative outline of the pro
r am. I should 111 e to· .~ve your sug estions or ap

proval, so that we may proceed further with plans 
for the rol!ram. 

' e shall have a. meeting of the full Committee 
in lew York on Saturda evening, ovember 25, the 
ni ht before the Executive Board meeting , at whlch 
time a full report will be sub.rnitted. 

RP :r: EF 
Encl. 

Sincerel yours , 

obert P. Gol man 
Chairman, Pro~ram Co1 ait t ee 



Meeting of Sub-Committee on 
Time, Place and Program 

tor Next Council of the Union 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
October 17, 1944 

At the call of the Cha.irma.n, Mr. Robert P. Goldman, a 
meeting of the sub-Committee on Time, Place and Program for 
the next Council of the Union was held at the Netherland 
Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, October 17 at 5:00 P. M. 

Present were: Robert P. Goldman, Chairman, Adolph 
Rosenberg, Maurice N. Eisendrath, Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, 
Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Dr. Hiram B. Weiss, Lester A. Jaffe, 
Rabbi Louis I. Egelson, and Arthur L. Reinhart. Mr. Max 
Schrayer of Chicago, a vice-president of the Chicago Federa
tion of Reform Synagogues, who was in the city for another 
meeting, attended on invitation of the Chairman. 

Time and Place 

Rabbi Egelson reported that he had investigated the 
possibilities of holding the ne~t Council at the Stevens 
Hotel, the Palmer House, and the Drake Hotel in Chicago. 
The Drake Hotel did not have adequate facilities for our 
Convention. The Stevens Hotel i~ admirably equipped, but 
a Convention is scheduled for the dates that we had in mind 
for our Convention. The Palmer House, which has adequate 
facilities for the Union Convention and the auxiliary bodies, 
has a convention scheduled to close on the da.y on which we 
desire to open. The Promotion Manager, MacLellan King, is 
trying to have that date released to us, and will have 
definite information in about a week. 

Rabbi Egelson was authorized to make definite arrange
ments with the Palmer House for the dates Thursday, March 22, 
through Sunday, March 25, 1945, for the Convention. 

The Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee were 
read. 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that we are committed to To
ronto for the first Council after the war. 

Mrs. Hartmann and Dr. Morgenstern suggested that it 
would be well to have other choices for meeting places in 
case the arrangement with the Palmer House fell through. 

The following choices were decided upon 1n the order 
indicated: Chicago, St. Louis, Cleveland, Cincinnati. The 
dates agreed upon for the Convention are Thursday, March 22, 
through Sunday, March 25. 
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The Program 

Rabbi Eisendrath presented a number of subjects for 
the program of the Convention. 

After considerable discussion, a tentative program 
was agreed upon, in accordance vith the attached outline. 
It was resolved to send this outline to all members of 
the Committee on Program and ask for their approval. 

The details in connection vith the program are to be 
taken up at the meeting of the Committee to be held in 
Nev York City on Saturday evening, November 25, preceding 
the Executive Board meeting. 

On receipt of approval of the outline of the program, 
a letter vas authorized to be sent to the Boa.rd of Governors 
of the Hebrew Union College, recommending that it approve 
the project of holding a Convocation in connection with the 
Convention, together with the award of honorary degrees. 

ROBERT P. GOLDMAN, Chairman 

LOUIS I. EGELSON, Secretary 



• • 
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Morning 

Afternoon 

Evening 

TENTATIVE OUTLINE 

PROGRAM OF XXXIX COUNCIL 

Thursday, March 22, 1945 

Organization of Conventions of U.A.H.C.; 
N.F.T.S.; N.F.T.B.; and perhaps N.F.T.Y. 

(Meeting separately.) 

Joint Meeting 
Brief reports by Presidents of Union and 

auxiliary bodies. 
Report by Director of the Union. 
Report by Chairman of Board of Governors, H.U.C. 
General Discussion. 

Town Meetin! 
"The Future of eform Judaism in America.'' 

Participants: Two rabbis and two laymen 
representing different points of view. 

A presiding officer. 
General Discussion. 

Friday, March 23, 1945 

Morning Business Session 

Afternoon 

Evening 

1. Discussion of Executive Board's position 
on the American Jewish Conference 

2. Revision of Constitution 

3. New Name for the Union 

Symposium 
"The Synagogue and 

and Women. '' 
Participants: 

the Returning Service Men 

Two cha.plains and two 
men and women. 
A presiding officer. 

General Discussion. 
Committees of Council will meet. 

service 

Religious Service and H.U.C. Convocation. 



Saturday, March 24, 1945 

Morning Religious Service 

Afternoon Group Conferences 

1. Afternoon with President and Director 
of the Union. 

2. Afternoon with Congregational Secretaries. 

3. Afternoon with Campaign Representatives. 

Evening Connnittees of Council will meet. 

Morning 

Noon 

A Social Hour given by the Chicago Federa
tion of Reform Synagogues. 

Sunday, March 25, 1945 

Business Session 

Reports of Council Committees. 

A Luncheon with Inspi rational Address. 



October 23,144 

r. Robert P. Goldman 
Ch irman, Progr C ttee 
Union o£ rican abre Con re tiona 
34 ~est Sixth cltreet 
Cinci.ruw:,.ti, Ohio 

Ky dear r. Goldman& 

In reply to our l t t r " October 2 • hich s 
tentative outline o the ro r for th next Council 

ould lik to make t e f oll in observ tion. 

ccapanied by 
r the nion, I 

Ra bi Eleen rat spo y in Cincinn ti con=erning 
my µarticipa tion in h \, a o • form J i m 
in /.meric .• I ,eli v os t sly and I s inclined 
to accept the 1nvi 4 10 . co v raation, h ev r, it 
developed that tl ... ub e in._. Zl ism in 

.ich repres tive ric n C cil for 
Judaiam {or thA lou v r ,,. ..... 'Q . re n tivea of th 
Zioniat point or vie fr e subJ ct ot 
Zionie■ and Retorm J d . e e t a a 6 ut mistake. 
The Onion and the Con erence ve no taken o 1t1on of neutr it on the 
subject which has et wit t he p roval or tte o ri elmin n ber of our 
con re ations and t eir embers. It is a ro r on 1ch Reform J aisa 
c no rooeed nd carry on an intensified pro r o ctivity in be lt 
of 11 beral Judaism in this country. Th e ia s 11 rrec nc lab le 
minorit which ill remain irreooncil ble re !lrdless of t you do. To 
project t' ia oontr ve ial. issue ain into t e Council_ o c ate further 
di cord, remcor and c n.tuaion. The Councill ll e con rted into 
battle roral on t.e subject ot Zi nism. bono? The Zionists re not 
pressing t Union to adopt a Zionist ro.aram. The n n-Zioniate re 
aatiatied. with t.e attitude ot neutral1t hioh a been ado~ted. Onl 
the anti-Zionist die- rda ould elcome t e ~11 tform, t • ouhding 
board ot a Council etin t l,roadcast t l r fmti-Zi nisa. T • Council 
a ould n t lard its lt to t t. 

" e Futur of Rei'orm J d ism in rica" hould • 1 c ed. It 
should be in tJ e ure of a - !D oaium on th part a£ Ra bis laymen, 
e oh contributing his st tho • t on ho t adv"-?lce R fol"IB J &isa in 
thie count.ey, new ethods rd teohni uea to employed, ho to 1m rwv• 
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ho tor ch th a •• r our eople, h to nrich Je iah scholars ip 
etc. tc. In other orda - 1'osft.iv , c ructive proach hich mi ht 
yield s ver • elpt\11 i aas d 11 not a 0 in 1 ed. U8 d into the 
re t Serbonian bog or fruitle sand itter di cuseion. 

1th all ood she, I in 

o t cordi 11 y urs, 

,.HSaBK 
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Copy -

Dr. Abb H. Silber 
T 1ereth Isr el Con re ation 
Cleveland, O. 

De r Dr . Si 1 v er• : 

O ctobe11 10, 194 4 

The officers of the Joint Campaign for the 
Unio and the Coll have sked ne to write ~ou 
to ascert in if or bu schedul would permit . -some visits for sin December and Jan ry . We 
sho ld very mu.h like to have ~ou go to i nne pols, 
St . Paul and Milwaukee. Milw ukee s virgin ter
ritor and b dl needs contact . 

If ou can po sibly arrange these trips and 
will let me kn w, I hall comm1m c t immediatel 
11th the presidents and rabbi of se conrreg tions 

and offer n ou 111 o i'\e. Perh PS ... you are tr vellin in that d on t er bus nes 
somet me durin the~ ar coul ft h e 
v ts into or in ar . 

e h 11 e most rt ful for our cooper tion . 

JLL:ks 

Tith indest person 1 reg rs, I am 

Cordi 11, 

J rome L . Lev:7 
tion 1 Finn Director 
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November 3 , 1944 

Dr . abb Hillel S lver 
c/o The Temple 
E . 105th St. at ns e l Road 
Cl eveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

Thank you for your letter commenting on 
the proposed pro ram for the next Co ncil of 
the Union. 

Your su6 -estions will be considered at 
another meet.ng of the local members of the 
Progr 1 Committee, w ic will be held next 
week, and also at the meeting of the 1 ole 
Committee, to b e held in ew Y r k on Saturda~ 
evening, November 25. I sincerely trust you' 
will be able to attend tae latter meeting. 

With kind regards, I am 

RP /m 

Sincerely yo rs , 

Robert P . Goldman 
Chairm n, Program Committee 
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Dr . Abba ; . ilver 
Cl eveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Sil ver : 

CINCINNATI, OHIO PHONE P Ark way 7345 

November 10, 1944 

We had a meeting yesterday of a sub-committee of the 
Committee on Time, Place and Program for the next 
Counc i l of t he Union. 

Rabb i Egelson re por ted on a conferenc e that he ha d 
with the regional i nformational offic e r of the ODT 
in Chi cago. The ODT feels that it is inadvisable 
for the Union to pla n a Conventi on for the early 
par t of 1945 beca use passen er traffic both by rail 
and bus line s a re carrying more than the peak load 
at t he pre se t t ime. 

Enc los ed is copy of a l e tter whi ch the ODT official 
in Chicago wrote to Rabbi Egelson. In view of the 
above, the sub-committee feels that the Council of 
the Union should mee t in the fall of next year, pref
erably on November 1-4 or October 25-28, if proper 
accommodations can be se cure d in Chicago. 

If you agree with the above decision of our sub
committe e, then there r 0ally is no need for a meeting 
of the full Committee as planned for Saturday e vening, 
November 25, in New York. 

We could report to the Executive Board on Sund y, 
November 26 , that it is the cons ensus of our Committ e( 
that the Council be postponed until f 11. 

Please let me know by r e turn mail or wire whe ther or 
not you agre e with the decision of the sub-committee . 
Unle ss there is substantial obje ction to the post
ponement, we shall not hold the meeting on Saturday 



-2-

evening, November 25, but if there is objection, we shall hold 
the meeting and consider the problem of Time, Pla ce and Program. 

I shall let you know whether the me e ting is to be held as soon 
as I have replies from the members of the Committee. 

With kind regards, I am 

RPG:hd 

Robert P. Goldman, Chairman 
Committee on Time, Place, and Pro~ram 



OFFICE OF DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION 
Region 1 Information Office 

Room 570 -209 So. Wells Street 
Chicago 4, Illinois 

Andover 3600 

Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 
913 Chicago Temple Building 
77 West Washington Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

My dear Rabbi Egelson: 

November l, 1944 

I wish to thank you for your very pleasant visit to our of-
fice today. I also wish to reiterate the reasons iven to you 
as to why, in the opinion of the ODT, it is not advisable to 
plan 1 convention of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
for the early part of 1945. 

As I pointed out, and our files here will verify , passenger 
traffic, both by rail and bus lines, arc carrying more than 
their peak load at the present time. Rail equipment has bogged 
down in its effort to supply necessary war matE:rials for our 
fighting men in our two ocean war. All non-essential travel is 
being discouraged b~ radio, newspaper, and other media at our 
disposal. 

Quite a campaign is in the immediate offing to place the glare 
of publicity upon all unnecessary conventions , oeetings, and 
gatherings in the Chicago area. I am sure that your worthy 
organization would not care to share in this publicity . The 
Office of Defense Transportation feels happy in the cooperation 
of your organization in this plan. It is our fe ling that your 
anticipated conv ntion should not be scheduled for Chicago prior 
to Labor Day of next year, at which time we arc hopeful that the 
travel situation will be a more controlled factor in the war 
situation. 

As I pointed out, the war effort has chanp:ed from the eastern 
rail lines where the majority of tr~nn-contincntal railroads 
have two and three rail lines to the west coast where most 
of the lines are single track railroads. As war material for 
the Pacifi. c war must be carried over the same rails which carr 
passcn .er traffic, ou can readily see the terrific strain 
that as been placed upon th se western railroads. 

I could give you copies of numerous releases which tell the 
story over and over of various deserving and well-thought of 
organizations that have cancelled all conventions for the 
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Rabbi Louis I . Egelson ovember 1, 1944 

duration in the b lief that the winning of the war is now and 
should be the nain thing in which we are all interested . 

Thanking you very much for your under tanding and cooperation 
in this matt0r , I am , 

Sincerel, 

CLIFFORD Bl.ACKBURJ 
Regional Information O.ficer 

At tachment 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

New Yo~k, N. Y. 

November 26, 1944 

Pursuant to the call of the President of the Union, Mr. Adolp~ 
Rosenberg, the Executive Board of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations met in the Hotel New Yorker, New York City, on Sunday, 
November 26th, at 10 a.m. 

The President, Mr. Rosenberg, presided and Rabbi Louis I. 
Egelson, Administrative Secretary, recorded the Minutes. 

The following members of the Board were present: Messrs. Jacob 
Aronson, Rabbi B. R. Brickner, Jesse Cohen, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisen
drath, Solomon Elsner, Irvin Fane, Lee M. Friedman, Robert P. Gold
man, Joseph Greenberg, Rabbi Samuel Gup, Mrs. H. Hartmann, Dr. S. s. 
Hollender, Lester A. Jaffe, Eldon s. Lazarus, Philip Meyers, James 
H. Miller, Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, Herbert C. Oettinger, Henry 
Oppenheimer, Theodore D. Peyser, Adolph Rosenberg, Rabbi Abba H. 
Silver, Eugene B. Strassburger, Aar n Straus, Hiram Weisberg, Dr. 
Hiram B. Weiss, Sidney N. Weitz, Herman Wile, Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, 
Rabbi George Zepin, Honorary Secretary, and Mr. Hyman Kanter, 
Accountant. 

Messages were receiv d from members of the Board, regretting 
their inability to attend. 

Mr, Rosenberg called on Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, who opened 
the meeting with prayer. 

Mr, Rosenberg welcomed the members and expressed the apprecia
tion of the Union for their willingness to come to the meeting under 
the difficult travel conditions of today and stated that it was an 
additional evidence of their deep interest in the work and progress 
of the Union. 

Election of New Mem3ers of the Board 

Mr. Rosenberg pointed out that there were two vacancies on th 
Ex cutive Board caused by resignations of two members from the New 
York area. He called upon Mr. Robert P. Goldman, the chairman of 
the Committee on Nominations, who pres nted the names of Mr. Oscar 
M. Lazrus and Mr. Frank L. Weil, both of New York, for election to 
the Executive Board . 

Upon motion duly made, Messrs. Lazrus and Weil were unanimously 
- lected members of the Executive Bard. Mr . Rosenberg welcomed th 
new members. 

Annual Reports of D0partments of the Union 

Mr. Rosenberg stat d that th 
of th Union had been sent to th 

annual reports of the D partm nts 
members of the Executive Board in 
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advance of the meeting so as to eliminate the necessity of reading 
them at the meettng. The reports are as follows: 

1: National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
2: National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
3: National Federation of Temple Youth 
4: New York Federation of Reform Synagogues 
5: Chicago Federation of Reform Synagogues 
6 : Conunission on Jewish Education 
7: Commission on Information about Judaism 
8: Commission on Synagogue Activities 
9: Combined Campaign of U.A.H.C. - H.U.C. 

10: Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds 

It was moved and carried that the Reports be received and 
printed in the Year Book. 

Report of Board of Governors, Hebrew Union Collese 

Dr. Hiram B. Weiss , chairman of the Board of Governors, Hebrew 
Union College, announced that the Report of the Board was ready for 
distribution at the meeting and that it would undoubtedly be sent 
out with the Minutes of the meeting. (Appendix "A") 

Instead of readin the Report, Dr. Weiss spoke of the need for 
more income for tQe College in order to strengthen the faculty, lO 

meet the problem of the returnin Chaplains, and to take care of 
retirement allowances for faculty and employees. He also indicated 
that the Board is considering 1ts own enlargement through greater 
representation from other parts of the country. He expressed grat
ification that the College and the Union are working together har
moniously in a fine spirit of cooperation. 

It was moved and duly carried that ths Report be rt eiv cd, 
sent to the mbmbcrs of the Executive Board with the Minut. oft · s 
mce - ing and then printed in the Union Year Book. 

Director's Report 

Mr. Rosenberg called upon Rabbi Mauric6 N. Eisendrath, Director 
of the Union, to pres€nt his report. (Appendix "B") 

It was moved and duly carried that the Report of the Director 
be r6ceived and that the recommendations th rein be tak€n up later 
in the session. 

Report of Committ •G on Time and Place 
XXXIX Council of the Union 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, chairman of the committee, reported that 
the Committee on Program had met and had selected March 22 - 25 as 
the time for the meeting of the Council in Chicago. A tentativ 
program had been arranged and a m~eting of the full committee had 
b~cn called for New York on the night befor the meeting of the 
Executive Board. 
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In the meantime, a communication had been received from the 
O.D.T., discouraging the holding of conventions in Chicago because 
of interference with transportation in connection with the war 
effort, and it was suggested to us that we postpone our meeting 
until the fall of 1945. A suocommittee of our committee met and 
decided that in view of the suggestion of the O.D.T. it would be 
advisable to postpone the next Council of the Union until either 
October or the early part of November, 1945. This was communicated 
to the full committee. Of those that replied all except one favored 
postponement. 

Mr. Goldman added that the Committee, in setting up the pro
gram, planned to grapple with the fundamental problems confronting 
the Union and to give ample time for full discussion. 

Mr. Goldman moved that the Report be adopted and the Committee 
be authorized to arrange for a meeting in Chicago, or, if that is 
not available, in some other Midwestern city

1 either the last week 
of October or the early part of November, 19q5. The motion was 
seconded and duly carried. 

Mrs. Hartmann suggested that it would be well to have a letter 
from the O.D.T., stating their polic with regard to conventions 
and, furthermore, that we should let the office of the O.D.T. know 
that we are complying with their request . 

Rabbi Egelson stated that we have such an official letter from 
the O.D.T. and that the O.D. T. would be informed of our action at 
this meeting. 

Report of Committee on Revision of Constitution 

Mr. Irvin Fane, chairman of the Committee on Revision of the 
Constitution, reported that a l~~ub:ommittee considered various pro
posals that were made from time to time looking toward the democra
tization of the Executive Board. The special committee prepared a 
tentative draft that was sent to all the members of the committee. 
This was followed by a meeting of the Committee on Constitution, 
which considered the various suggestions made by the members and 
prepared a second tentative draft. 

Mr. Fane called attention to the various changes introduced in 
the draft of the new Constitution. 

It was moved and duly carried that a copy of the n w draft of 
the Constitution be sent to each member of the Executive Board for 
study and for suggestions to be transmitted to the chairman of the 
Commit tee. ( Appendix "C") 

Mr. Fane called attention to the fact that the Committee is 
working on a definition of the relationship to the Union of the 
auxiliary bodies of the Union, namely N.F.T.S., N.F.T.B. and N.F.
T.Y., for inclusion in the Constitution. He asked that the presi-
d nt appoint a joint committee of the four organizations to consider 
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the matter and arrive at a mutual agreement which might be incor
porated into the Constitution. 

Mr. Fane presented a resolution which was adopted by Congre
gation B1nai Jehudah, of Kansas City, at its annual meeting on 
November 15, 1944, which reads as follows: 

"RE~OLVED, That Congregation B'nai Jehudah, of Kansas 
City, Missouri, submits to the Executive Board of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations the following amendments to 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the Union of American H6brew 
Congregations, and requests that said amendments be submit
ted to the Council at its next regular meeting." 

Dr. Hollender called attention to the fact that at the meeting 
of the Executive Board following the Council, it was resolved that a 
committee be appointed to consider a change of name for the Union 
and he asked whether this question of a change of name had been 
recommended to the Constitution Committee. 

Mr. Rosenberg replied that the sub-committee on change of name 
was not yet ready to report and that in all likelihocrl the report 
would be presented before the next Biennial and could then be incor
porated in the new Constitution. 

Mr. Aaron Straus inquired wheth -r m mb rs of the Executive 
Board living at a distanc , who find it impossible to attend a me e t
ing could not furnish an alternate to act for them under a power of 
attorney. 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that that would be referred to the Commit
tee on Constitution for consideration. 

Mr. Rosenberg expressed the sincere thanks of the Executive 
Board to Mr. Fane and to his Committee for th ir work thus far in 
connection with the Constitution. 

Request for Subsidy for Committee on Scouting 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that Mr. Frank L. Weil had presented a 
communication to the EAecutive Board for a subsidy for the work of 
the Jewish Committee on Scouting and that because Mr. Weil was 
obliged to leave the city at noon, he had asked for consideration of 
the request for a subsidy at this time. At the request of Mr. 
Rosenberg, Rabbi Egelson read the communication from Mr. Weil. 

Mr. Weil stated that the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
and the Central Conference of American Rabbis are both members of 
the National Jewish Committee on Scouting which is advisory to the 
National Scouting Organization . The Jewish Committee on Scouting 
has a threefold objective: 

1: To encourage Jewish boys to become Scouts 
2: To encourage Jewish institutions to foster Scout troops 
3: To interpret to the Scout organization Jewish religious 

requirements. 
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The function of the Jewish Committee on Scouting is to parallel 
in all respects the Committees of other faiths. 

A budget committee of the Jewish Committee on Scouting met a 
few weeks ago and adopted a budget of $9,000.00 for the next three 
years. 

Mr. Rosenberg informed the Board that the whole problem of how 
far we ca~ go in giving subsidies to outside organizations would be 
considered later in the day. He assured Mr. Weil that the request 
of the Jewish Committee on Scouting would receive the consideration 
of the Board. 

Judge Elsner spoke of an incident in Hartford with reference to 
the Boy Scout work and expressed surprise that this Youth movement 
seems to have a tendency toward segregation along the line of reli
gion. His own Temple offered housing facilities to a Boy Scout 
group but stated that under no circumstances was it to be a sectar
ian group. 

Report of Committee on Rabbinical Relief 

Mr. Herbert C. Oettinger, chairman, read the report of his 
commit tee . ( Appendix 11D") 

Mr. Rosenberg explained that the interest received formerly 
from the Pension Fund would now be turned over to the Rabbinical 
Pension Board. Accumulated interest from preceding years plus an 
allocation of $405.98 will meet the needs for this year. 

It was moved and duly carried that the Report of the Rabbinical 
Rolief be received and printed in the Year Book;the request for the 
appropriation of $405.98 tom et the deficiency be authorized. 

Report of Committee On Pensions of Union Staff 

Mr. Jacob Aronson, chairman, presented the report of the Com
mittee on Pensions for the Union Staff. (Appendix "E") 

Mrs. Hartmann pointed out that the 40% retirement ratio be 
based on the maximum salary rather than on the average salary for 
the last 10 years of service preceding retirement, because during 
the depression employees of the Union took a drastic cut in salary. 

Mrs. Hartmann called attention to the fact that the N.F.T.S. 
has no employees and that those working for the Sisterhood are all 
employees of the Union. 

Mr. Aronson stated in reply that th6 40% is not specified as a 
maximum, but that the Executive Board, those in office at th par
ticular time of the retirement of any employee of the Union, could 
raise the supplementary allowance to any percentage it deemed 
appropriate. 
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He accepted Mrs. Hartmann's amendment to his Report and elim
inated the section referring to employees of the N.F.T.S., N.F.T.B. 
and N.F.T.Y. 

Mr. Jaffe inquired whether the granting of the 40% retirement 
allowance to the clerical employees of the Union would not be a 
higher percentage than would be received by a substantial number of 
the rabbis of the country under the primary pension plan. 

Mr. Aronson replied that to the extent that employees are in 
the younger/MEbket - that is under 35 and 40, there would be no 
obligation to the Union with reference to the supplementary allow
ance - that the 3% and 7% provisions will generally provide the 40% 
level. It is only in the cases of those who are not in the younge r 
age class where the employing organization will have the obligation 
to make up past service accruals. 

It was moved and duly carried that the Report be received and 
the recommendations contained therein be approved in principle and 
that the legal language be spread on our Minutes to cover all nec
essary requirements. The following is the resolution thus adopt8d: 

"Draft of resolution for minutes of 
Executiv Board, UAHC meeting , 

Held Novemb€r 26, 1944. 

"Report dated October 26, 1944, of Subcommittee on Staff Pen
sions, consisting of Mr. Jacob Aronson (Chairman), Mr. Ralph W. 
Mack and Rabbi George Zepin, was submitted by Mr . Aronson. 

"Whereupon, after discussion, it was unanimously 

"~E50LV"ED, r:rha t the said report of the Subcommittee on Staff 
Pensions, dated October 26, 1944, b r ceived and the recommenda
tions therein set forth be approved; and, pursuant to such approval, 
it is further 

"RESOLVED, ( 1) That those members of the Union staff as are e ligi
ble to participate in th Rabbinical Pension System be invited t 
do so, and in the case of those who do so, the Union, as employer, 
contribute toward premium costs in the proportion of 7% of salary, 
as agnin t 3% to be contributed by the participating individuals, 
said premium contributions to be supplem nted by grants through the 
agency of the Rabbinical P nsion Board, as provided in the Rabbini
cal Pension Plan; 

"RESOLVED (2) That there be offered to all lay employees of t he 
Union who have completed five years or more of continuous service 
with the Union, the opportunity to enter a contributory pension plan 
under which the individual will contribute 3% and the Union 7% of 
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the annual salary as premiums for annuity policies (with meantime 
insurance in cases where such insurance is available), such annui
ties to become payable upon attainment of the same ages as in the 
case of rabbis, except that, in the case of women, 60 years shall 
be the age for the commencement of annuities; 

11 RESOLVEDJ3) [1hat a Union Staff Pension Committee, to be appoint
ed by the President, is authorized to take all action deemed by it 
to be necessary or appropriate to formulate the detailed terms and 
conditions of a pension plan embodying the principles set out in 
this resolution, including authority to make applications to the 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, or any other life insur
ance company selected by said committee, for insurance and annuity 
policies , and to manage and administer the said pension plan, and to 
make rules and regulations in connection therewith; and the Presi
dent, upon the recommendation of the Union Staff Pension Committ ,e , 
is authorized to execute any trust agreements and other instruments 
in writing, necessary or appropriate in connection with the formu
lation and administration of such pension plan; 

"RESOLVED ( 4) That the Executive Board declares its adherence to 
the policy of supplementing annuities, described in the foregoing 
paragraphs, in the case of those who avail themselves of the said 
pension plans, so as in the aggregate to produce pensions equal to 
40% of average annual salaries fort last ten years of Union em
ployment preceding re irement, the Ex cutive Board reserving in 
each case the determination of age attainment, between 65 and 70 
in the case of men, and between 60 and 65 in the case of women, at 
which such supplementary allowances shall become effective, and th6 
Executive Board reserving in each instance determination of the min
imum number of years in Union service that shall be a prerequisite 
for such supplementary allowance; it being now expressly recited, 
however , that the declaration of policy stated in this paragraph 

1( 4 )1 • is not intended to and does not constitute the assumption by 
the Union of any legal and binding obligation. 11 

Mr. Jaffe inquired whether the proposed appropriation for th6 
staff pensions had been included in the budget. Mr. Kanter replied 
in the affirmative. 

The meeting adjourned for luncheon and reconvened at 1:45 p .m. 

Afternoon Session 

Mr. Peys6r announc6d th6 pasning of Mr. Maurie€ D. Rosenberg of 
Washington, an honorary member of the Executive Board. Upon motion 
by him the presid nt was authorized to appoint a committ€e to draw 
up suitable resolutions in the m6mory of Mr. Maurice D. Rosenberg 
for transmission to his family. The president stated that he had 
known Mr. Maurice D. Rosenberg for many years and that he was one of 
the most lovable and valuable memb rs of th Executive Board and 
that we f 1 genuine regret at his passing. 
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Report of Budget Committee 

Mr. Rosenber~ called upon Mr. Kanter to read the Report of the 
Budget Committee. {Appendix "F") 

It was moved and duly carried that the Report of the Budget 
Committee be approved and spread upon the Minutes. 

Report of Rabbinical Pension Board 

Mr. Aronson, Chairman, read the first Annual Report of the 
Rabbinical Pension Board. (Appendix "G") 

Mr. Aronson paid a tribute to Rabbi Zepin who "has given un
selfishly and magnificently of his time and effort in the direction 
of making this Pension Plan a success." 

Mr. Aronson informed the Board that he was taking up with the 
Internal Revenue Bureau at Washington the question that arises under 
the tax laws in the pension system. The question arises in ~he case 
of individual rabbis who receive the benefits of the 7% contribution 
toward premiums that are paid by their congregations and of the 
supplementary grants that we issue through the agency of the Pension 
Board, whether or not those payments toward premiums constitute 
additional current income to each of the rabbis. 

It was moved and duly carried that the report be received and 
spread upon the Minutes and print din the Year Book. 

Upon motion by Mr. Aronson, hich w s duly carried, the presi
dent of the Union was authorized to appoint a small committee repre
senting the Union, to associate itself with a similar committee 
representing the Central Conf6rence of Am rican Rabbis which shall 
have authority to administer the capital funds in line with the obli
gations assumed by the Union in the trust agreement. Mr. Aronson 
suggested that it would be proper that the small committee be of the. 
type of men that giv~ attention in the Executive Board to the invest
ment of our funds. 

Mr. Jaffe reminded the Board that Mr. Aronson, the chairman of 
the Rabbinical Pension Board, has rendered tremendous service in 
this task. 

On behalf of th~ Board, Mr. Rosenberg expressed sincere thanks 
to Mr. Aronson, whos highly valuable experience and direction has 
brought the Pension system to its pres€nt status. 

Rabbi Gup s ated that the Conference of Rabbis "almost signed 
away its financial lif&" when it gave up $150,000.00 to the Pension 
Plan. The Conferences ill has the problem of th€ r€licf of its 
m€mbcrs who arc in need. It was the income of the $150,000.00 which 
helped to maintain the Conference's r6litf system. He recalled that 
at a meeting of th Conference Board in Cincinnati, Mr. RosenbGrg 
assur d the Conference that if it were to bccom€ financially involved 
in a deficit and could not take car6 of the needs for Rabbinical 
relief, the Union would come to its help. 
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Mr. Rosenberg in amplifying the statement of Rabbi Gup made 
the following declaration: 

After the Pension Plan was approved by the Central Conference 
and the Union, the Executive Committee of the Central Conference 
hesitated to sign the Trust Agreement because this meant relinquish
ing the interest on the Conference's Pension Fund which had been 
used in the past, to defray the cost of relief cases. The members 
of the Executive Committee felt that these relief cases could not be 
neglected and feared that their income without the int6rest on the 
Pension Funds would not suffice to meet the requirements of the 
relief cases. 

At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Central Conf€r-
8nce held in Cincinnati last June which I attended, this question 
was brought up. Upon the presumption that the agreement was already 
authorized by action of the Conference and the Union, applications 
for pension policies had already been accepted and about 30 rabbis 
had been medically examined. We had been dealing with the situation 
as though it were an accomplished fact. At that time, I recognized 
that it would be a terrible setback for the pension plan, if th0 
Executive Committee would repudiate what the Conference had agreed 
to do at the preceding meeting. My statement to them was to this 
effect : 

"Gentlemen, you dare not refuse to sign this Trust AgreemenL at 
this particular stage, but if you find yourselves in difficulty 
because of the relinquishment of the interest on the Pension Fund, 
we, the Union representing the laymen of the country, recognizing 
our responsibility toward the pensioning of the rabbis, will do 
whatever is in our power to help you meet this expense. We don't 
know precisely what the deficit is going to be; it can't be very 
much. We have a very friendly attitude toward the Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis, also toward the pension problem which wG 
are undertaking to solve." I also said: "We arc going out to the 
country on a drive for $550,000. Included in this drive is an item 
for Rabbis' pensions." 

At that time, I thought we had included $30,000 
pensions,but it develop€d that it was only $15,000. 
have set up $26,000 for that purpose in this year's 
spectus. 

for Rabbis' 
However, we 
campaign pro-

"Now," I said to th m, "the monies that we raise in the Cam
paign will be proportionately allocated, as close as possibl to 
the items named in the prospectus. From that allocation, we will 
gladly make an appropriation for the purpose of reli6ving any deficit 
on the part of the Central Conference of American Rabbis due to the 
causes above described. Secondly, if the Campaign is successful, we 
may be enabled to enlarge the allocation for the pension plan, so 
that ultimately the rabbis will get even larger pensions than was 
con temp lated in the Trust Agreement." 

After the above statement by Mr. ~osenberg, it was moved by 
Dr. Barnett R. Brickner, seconded and duly carried that the Executive 
Board approve the statement of Mr. Rosenberg. 
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Treasurer's Report 

Mr. Herbert C. Gettinger presented a summary of the financial 
operations of the Union for the year ending June 30, 1944. (Appen
dix "H") 

It was moved and duly carried that the report be received, 
spread upon the Minutes and printed in the Year Book. 

Mr. Gettinger presented a note, dated December 6, 1933, mad e 
payable to the First National Bank of Cincinnati, for $207,000.00, 
and added that the note is marked, "Paid, July 20, 1944." 

Mr. Rosenberg expressed gratification that this indebtedness 
had been discharged. 

Mr. Rosenberg suggested the appointment of a committee to con
fer with the College in order to settle the question of how much 
the Union actually owes the Hebrew Union College Library Building 
Fund. 

It was moved and duly carried that the pr sident be authoriz~d 
to appoint such a committee, with power to act. 

At this point Mr. Rosenberg welc rs. Jerome Harris, pr0s-
ident of the New York Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, and Mr. 
Harry Sahlman, a member of the Executive Committee of the New York 
Federation of Reform Synagogues. 

The Report of Committee on Nominations 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, chairman, presented the report of his 
committee as follows: 

A: Commission on Jewish Education 

Renominated for 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: Rabbis 
Bernard J. Bamberger, Samuel Blumenfield, Barnett R. Brickner, 
Maxwell Dubin, Maurice N. Eiscndrath, Dr. A. N. Franzblau, 
B. Ben diet Glazer, Samuel H. Goldenson, Alan S. Green, Jacob 
R. Marcus, Abraham Shusterman. 

Nominated for a 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: R bbis 
Baruch Braunstein and Bernard Heller. 

B: Commission on Public Information bout Judaism 

' 
Renominated for a 3-ycar term, b0ginning January 1st, 1945: 
Rabbis Israel Bcttan and Sidney S. Tedesche. 

Nominated for a 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: Rabbis 
Samuel Berman, Abraham Feinstein, Norman Goldburg, Theodore Gordon, 
Joseph I. Gorfinkle and Milton Grafman. 

The chairman stated that four or five additional laymen are to 
be added to the Commission. 
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C: Commission on Synagogue Activities 

Renominated for a 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: 
Rabbis Daniel L. Davis, Emil W. Leipziger, Ahron Opher, David H. 
Wice, George Zepin and Mrs. Samuel T. Rice. 

Nominated for a 3-year term, to take the place of Rabbi Solomon N. 
Bazell, while he is serving as Chnplain: 

Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman. 

D: Joint Committee on Ceremonies 

Renominated for a 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: 
Rabbis George B. Lieberman, Jacob D. Schwarz. 

All the above have been confirmed by the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis. 

E: World Union for Progressive Judaism 

Renominated for 1 year, beginning January 1st, 1945: 
Jesse Cohen, Mrs. J. Walter Freiberg, Harry N. Gottlieb, Mrs. Hugo 
Hartmann, Adolph Rosenberg, Eugene B. Strassburger, Rabbi Maurice 
N. Eisendrath. 

F: Synagogue Council of America 

Renominated for a 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: 
Arthur D. Berliss, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Charles M. 

Stern. 

Nominated for a 3-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: 
Robert Rosenbaum of Philadelphia. 

G: Commission on Interfaith Institutes on Judaism 

Nominated for membership on the newly formed Commission, for a term 
ending December 31st, 1947: 

Messrs. Emil N. Baar, of Brooklyn; Emil Kitzinger, of Chicago; 
Jeffrey Lazarus of Cincinnati. 

H: Board of Governors of Hebrew Union College 

Renominated for a 4-year term, beginning January 1st, 1945: 
Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Lester A. Jaffe, Leon Lederer, Mortimer May, 
Nathan Ransohoff, Adolph Rosenberg, Dr. Hiram B. Weiss, Irvin F. 
Weetheimer. 
The chairman added that one place is being left open for the nom

ination of a resident of New York City. 

It was moved and duly carried that the nominees presented by the 
chairman be declared elected and that the committee be authorized 
to select a New York resident to fill the vacancy. 
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Recommendations in the Director's Report 

The recommendations in the Report of the Director, Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath, were taken up seriatim, as follows: 

1: The American Jewish Conference 
Rabbi Elsendrath pointed out that at the forthcoming meeting 

of the American Jewish Conference the question of converting that 
organization into a permanent one and to have it include the American 
Jewish Scene, will undoubtedly come up for discussion . He recomm~nd
ed that the Union's delegates to the American Jewish Conference be 
instructed to oppose any attempt to convert the American Jewish Con
ference into such an all-embracing agency. If the Conference should 
s ek, by majority action, to violate the terms of reference adopt6d 
at Pittsburgh, our delegates should indicate that our Executive 
Board will be constrained to review our relationship with the Con
ference. 

Mr. Straus, of Baltimore, asked what would be the attitude of 
the Union in the event that the American Jewish Conference reaffirms 
the Palestine Resolution. 

Mr. Jaffe responded that there could be no change in the atti
tude of the Executive Board until the Biennial Council of the Union 
meets. 

Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that should it resolve to reaffirm 
the Palestine Resolution the representatives of th Union would bG 
in duty bound to indicate publicly the position that the Union hes 
taken regarding the Palestine Resolution. 

Mr. Strassburger declared that we should put ourselves on 
record as opposed to the expansion of the function of the American 
Jewish Conference. 

Mr. Eldon Lazarus inquired whether the American Jewish Confer
ence was not intended to last one year, rather than to become a 
permanent organization. 

Mr. Rosenberg replied that the Confer&nce was organized to d0al 
with certain questions which are not yet resolved, one of which w s 
the matter of selecting the del6gation to represent the American 
Jewish community at the Peace Conference. For that reason th6 Con
ference did not go out of existence after the last meeting. 

Rabbi Brickner stated that the American Jewish Conference was 
born out of two concepts: one was to meet tho emergency, which is 
still in existence, and the other, though not expressed was never
thelese latent, that there be created an over-all organization 
which would be a platform on which American Jews could 8Xpress 
themselves regarding the issues that affect their lives. H asked 
that if a 1:1 tion is presented at th Conference to have it inc ludb 
the American ecene, would our delegates then rise to say that they 
withdraw from the Conference? 
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Rabbi Eisendrath replied that the work of the American Jewish 
Conference has gone on during the entire year in three areas: with 
regard to Palestine; in the field of rescue; and in the field of 
post-war Jewish reconstruction. The Union has not been participa
ting in the Commission on Palestine. With regard to the other two 
areas the work of the American Jewish Conference is by no means com
pleted. 

Mr. Jaffe added that our delegates are authorized to go forward 
and cooperate in the fields of rescue and of rehabilitation. But 
with regard fo making the Conference a permanent body, or expanding 
its scope to include the American Jewish Scene, our delegates are to 
vote "No" and to take any steps they can to prevent that result. 

Mr. Rosenberg declared that if it is desired to include the 
American Jewish Scene within the activities of the Conference, the 
proper course would be for the American Jewish Conference to dis
solve and have new elections upon the basis of the new program which 
it desires to develop. In that case we would not be involved as the 
Union, but rather as individuals. 

Mr. Peyser inquired whether it was correct, as he had heard, 
that before the Congressional Committee, where the Palestine Reso
lution was presented, the fact was stated that the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations was a member of the American Jewish Conference 
and was supporting that particular Resolution. 

Mr. Rosenberg replied that that is the first time that he heard 
that the Union was involved in that way. The Union was asked to 
wire approval of the position of the American Jewish Conference, and 
the Union's reply was that it could not do so since under the reso
lution which was passed at the meeting of the Executive Bosrd in 
Chicago, January 18, 1944, the Union had no authority to make any 
repreeentetion with regard to the Palestine Resolution. Had any 
notice come to us of the matter as reported by Mr. Peyser, the 
Union would have made a public denial. 

Mr. Straus, of Baltimore, moved that unless the Conference 
rescind the Resolution on Palestine, the U.A.H.C. resign from the 
Conference. 

Rabbi Morgenstern stated that it is most providential that the 
U.A.H.C. remained within the Conference, in order that it might have 
the opportunity to express its point of view and to resist such a 
program which, it seems, the American Jewish Conference is seeking 
to impose upon the entire Jewish community. Had we withdrawn from 
the Conference when it was urged upon us, we would have forfeited 
this opportunity. It is important that we remain in the Conference 
to express our point of view. 

Mr. Straus indicated that he would withdraw his motion at this 
time, but would like to have it recorded in the Minutes. 

It was moved and duly carried that the Union's three delegates 
to the American Jewish Conference be instructed to act in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Director. 
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2: Good Wishes to Rabbi Smoller 
It was moved and duly carried that the recommendation of Rabbi 

Eisendrath be approved, namely, that a communication be sent to 
Rabbi Phineas Smoller, the Director of the Chicago Federation of 
Reform Synagogues, who is 111, expressing the good wishes of the 
Executive Board and the hope for his speedy recovery. 

3: Bank Account in New England 
It was moved and duly carried to approve Rabbi Eisendrath's 

suggestion that a bank account be opened at Waterbury, Connecticut, 
to take care of the regional office which has been operating on a 
part-time basis. 

4: Regional Office for the Pacific Coast 
It was moved and duly carried to give authorization to Rabbi 

Eisendrath to establish a Western office, if, as, and when it proves 
feasible. 

5: Interfaith Institutes 
It was moved and duly carried that the Executive Board ratify 

the agreement made with the Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai 
B'rith with regard to the Interfaith Institutes, sponsored by the 
U.A.H.C. in cooperation with the C.C.A.R. 

6: New Offices 
It was moved and duly carried that the Executive Board authorize 

Rabbi Eisendrath to establish Executive offices of the Union, prefer
ably in the mid-town section of New York City, for the Director and 
for such other executives of the Union as he shall deem necessary. 

7: Cooperation witn J.I.R. 
Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that in our fund-raising program 

special consideration should be given to congregations where gradu
ates of the Jewish Institute of Religion are serving as rabbis. 

Mr. Jaffe stated tha attitude of the H.U.C. as a participant in 
the Joint Campaign; that such consideration could be given in any 
locality where such ls deemed necessary, rather than on a National 
basis . 

Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that far more was involved in his 
recommendation than fund-raising alone. He felt that the whole 
question of our relationship with the J.I.R. required examination . 

It was moved and duly carried that a committee be ai,pointed 
representing the U.A.H.C., the H.U.C., the J.I.R. and the C,C .A.R., 
to explore the avenues of cooperation between the U.A.n.C. and 
the J.I.R. 

8: Review of Membership of Executive Board 
Rabbi Elsendrath pointed out that before ou~ new Constitution 

is approved it will be helpful to bring in new members on the Execu
tive Board. 

It was moved and duly carried that the Executive Board concur 
in Rabbi Eisendrath's recommendation that the Administrative Com
mittee ascertain whether a number of our Executive Board members, 
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inactive for years, desire to retain their membership, and to elect 
new members in the place of those who do not desire to remain on 
the Executive Board. 

9: Synagogue Council 
Rabbi Elsendrath called attention to the fact that the Syna

gogue Council contemplated a considerably expanded program, calling 
for an increase in its budget and in its personnel. He recommend6d 
that our Committee on Synagogue Council be asked to study this mat
ter further. 

It was moved and duly carried that Rabbi Eisendrath's recommen
dation be approved. 

10: Needs of Returnin~ Men 
Rabbi Eie0ndrath aske for authorization to call a conference of 

representatives of the C.C.A.R. and National affiliates of the Union 
to discuss the problem of the men and women returning from the armed 
services. 

Rebbi Brickner suggested that the Union take the initiative of 
calling an all-inclusive conference of all groups to study the prob
lem. Our point of view is not a secular one, but a religious one, 
and therefore it is within our province to present such a program. 

Mrs. Hartmann expressed agreement with that point of view and 
emphasized the need of our assuming leadership in this direction. 

It was moved and duly carried that a committee be appointed to 
determine, first, what organizations should be included and to work 
out a tentative approach to the problem of the returnees, before 
calling the conference that the Director proposed . 

11: Radio Broadcastinf 
Rabbi Elsendrath poln ed out that originally there was an 

agreement with the N.B.C. that no individual institution or group in 
Jewish life would be permitted to have exclusive time on the air. 
This agreement has apparently been broken throu h the sponsorship by 
a single institution of the "Eternal Light" broadcast . The Reform 
Jewish group has a right to present its claim to the N.B.C. for 
equitable treatment as to equal time on the air, or to request that 
the original agreement be restored, and that the present program, 
or any other program, be under joint auspices. 

Rabbi Wise presented a history of Jewish broadcasting for the 
p st decade including the "Eternal Light" broadcast nd sug,?;csted 
that a committee be appoint€d, including the Director, the P11 esidont 
and himself, to study the entir situation and to sec what can b 
done. 

It was moved and duly carried that the President be authorized 
to appoint such a committee. 

12. Recordings 
In accordance with Rabbi Eisendrath's recommendation it was 

moved and duly carried that we accept the offer of Rabbi Jonah B. 
Wise and the United Jewish Layman's Committee, to distribute their 
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recordings of choral responses for Holy Day, Festival, and Sabbath 
services, and that we express our sincere thanks to Rabbi Wise and 
the United Jewish Laymen's Committee for their offer. 

13: Remodel! 
It was move an u y carr e o approve a bi Eisendrath's 

recommendation for authorization of the expenditure of an amount 
up to $25,000.00 for remodeling the Bernheim Library Building to 
acconmcx:late the Union's offices, so that the Union's activities in 
Cincinnati will be housed on the campus of H.U.C. 

Rabbi Eisendrath expressed his thanks to the Executive Board 
for the fine spirit of·cooperation that it manifested with reference 
to the recommendations in his Report. 

Mr. Eldon Lazarus suggested that Rabbi Eisendrath's Report be 
printed and sent to the presidents of congregations in the Union, to 
the rabbis and to as large a list as possible. It was so ordered. 

Mr. Rosenberg expressed the thanks of the Executive Board to 
Rabbi Eisendrath for his splendid services to the Union. 

14: Report of Certified Public Accountants 
Upon-presentation of the report of the Certified Public Accoun

tants it was moved and carrted that ts report be received and printed 
in the Year Book. 

15: Requests for Subsidies 
Rabbi Eisenorath pointed out that we are being increasingly 

approached for subsidies by a number of national organizations which 
we were instrumental in org nizing or which we were requested to 
sponsor after they had been initiated. 

Three requests were before the Board: 
1: The request of $1,500.00 by Mr. Frank Weil for the Boy 

Scouts. 
2: Request for $500.00 from the Jewish Educational Council, am 
3: Membership of $100.00 per annum in the National Peace 

Conference. 

Rabbi Wise pointed out that when we join an organization we 
assume some obligation and we might appropriate sums from year to 
year. 

Mr. Friedman called attention to the fact that when we go to 
the public for money for the Union and College, the money thus 
given to us is earmarked for certain purposes, for our own work, and 
not to be passed on to other organizations. If we join an organiza
tion where there is a membership fee, that is justifiable. But if we 
begin to pass out funds to other organizations as subsidies, there 
will be no end. 

Mr. Miller agreed with the point of view expressed by Mr. 
Friedman and added that some of the organizations that apply to us 
should receive their support from the Welfare Funds. 
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Dr. Morgenstern expressed the thought that evidently there is a 
realization that the income of the Union is growing and that we will 
undoubtedly receive more requests for subsidies than ever before. 
He suggested that a Committee on Subsidies be appointed to which such 
requests should be submitted for study and for recommendation to the 
Executive Board. 

Upon motion it was voted that the prestdent appoint such a com
mittee. 

It was moved and duly carried that $500.00 be pro~ided as this 
year's subvention to the Committee on Scouting, with the understand
ing that this is not a commitment for the future. 

The request from the Jewish Occupational Council was referred 
to the committee that is to be appointed for the study of subsidies. 

It was moved and duly carried that the U .A.H.C . .become a member 
of the National Peace Conference at the cost of $100.00 per year. 

Mr. Rosenberg complimented the Board upon the manner in which 
the Union's business had been handled at the meeting. 

ADJOURNED 

ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
President 

LOUIS I. EGELSON 
Administrative Secretary 



Appendix A 
Annual Report 

Board of Governors Hebrew Union College 

Executive Board 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Cincinnati, Ohio, 
November 17, 194i+ 

The following report covers the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1944, and likewise will include references to various matters s 
as to bring the report to current date. 

Board of Governors 

The Board of Governors is organized as follows: Chairman 
of the Board, Dr. Hiram B. Weiss; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Lester A. 
Jaffe; Treasurer, Mr. Leon Lederer; Vice-Treasurer, Mr. Irvin 
F. Westheimer; Secretary, Mr. Bcnj. Mielziner; Assistant Secre
tary, Mr. Maxwell Lyons. 

Executive Committee: Mr. Alfred M. Cohen, Dr. J. Victor 
Greenebaum, Mr. L~ster A. Jaffe, Mr. Simon Lazarus, Mr. Leon 
Lederer, Mr. Nathan Ransohoff, Mr. Alfred Segal, Dr. Hiram B. 
Weiss, Mr. I~vin F. Westheimer. 

The Executive Conunittee is organized as follows: Chairman, 
Dr. Hiram B. Weiss; Vice-Chairman, Mr. Lester A. Jaffe. 

Trustees of the Endowment Fund: two-year term, Mr. Oscar 
Berman; three-year term, Mr. Lester A. Jaffe, Mr. Adolph Rosen
berg. 

During the past year the Board of Governors lost by death 
Rev. Dr. William Rosenau, an honored and beloved fellow m mber 
for 30 years as well as a distinguished and scholarly alumnus. 

During the year Dr. Adolph S. Oko, form r Librarian of the 
College, and upon whom the College had conferred the honorary 
degre~ of Doctor of Hebrew Law (D.H.L.), also passed from this 
life. We mourn their loss and pay tribute to their blessed 
memory. 

The Board of Governors held regular meetings throughout 
the year. The Executive Committee also met regularly. In addi
tion to the regular Standing Committees several Special Committees 
were appointed on matters calling for study and consideration of 
a special nature and of a temporary character. All of these com
mittees have given careful thought and time to the purposes for 
which they ~ere appointed. 

The administration, business, and work of the College has 
be6n conducted in nn eminently satisfactory manner. 
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President and Faculty 

As h€retofore the President and members of the Faculty 
have taken part in various public functions throughout the coun
try. President Morgenstern visited many communities in the 
interest of the College and the Union, and conducted Institutes 
for Christian Ministers in San Antonio, Texas; Newark, New 
Jersey; Detroit, Michigan; Kansas City, Missouri. 

Under the auspices of the Teachers Institute, members of our 
Faculty have conducted series of lectures in many communities 
throughout the country. The cost of these activities is dtfra "";E d 
by the Jacob H. Schiff Fund. 

Of great interest to our institution was the prGsentation 
by the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra of the symphony Requiem by 
Dr. Eric Werner, Lecturer in Jewish Music at the College. Thi s 
premier performance was enthusiastically received and the news
paper reviews were highly commendatory,all of which added greatly 
to the prestige of our College. 

Professor Jacob R. Marcus delivered the Exchange Lectures 
before the Faculty and students of the Divinity School of Duke 
University and Professor H. Shelton Smith, of Duke University 
Divinity Schooi,dclivcrcd a course of lectures at the College 
this past year, under the auspices of the Jeannette Miriam 
Goldberg Memorial Foundation. The valu€ of these Exchange Lec
tur~s has been convincingly demonstroted. 

On September 30, 1944, Dr. Walter E . Rothman, Librarian of 
the College, terminated his fifteen years of service. A Spec ial 
Committee has been appointed to supervise the ~or1: of the Library 
pending the appointment of a new Librarian. 

Three members of our Faculty are on loave of absencc, Dr. 
Abraham N. Frenzblau and Dr. Franz Rosenthal in the service of 
our .armE;d fore es, and Dr. Nelson Glueck as Director of the Am0ri
can School of Oriental Re search. 

Student Body 

Our 69th academic year came quiGtly to an end, since therb 
were no Graduation Ex~rcises this year. The usual priz€s, 
howcv€r, were awarded on recommendation of the Faculty. 

For the current year 8 new students wer ~ admitted to th€ 
College. The present enrollment is 65, of which number 13 havL 
b 6n licensed to servG as replacement Rabbis, and 3 are serving 
in the armed forces of our country. 

51 students of the College officiated in congregations 
during the High Holydays this year in all parts of the country. 
Many letters of appreciation were received from congregations, 
lauding the high quality of the services r€ndered by our studen s. 
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All students qualified for such service, and so authorized 
by the Faculty Committee on Student Ministrations, are offici
ating in bi-weekly positions as student-rabbis. 

The Student Welfare and Hygiene Committee has carefully 
watched and safeguarded the health of our students. 

Alumni 

On June 24th special exercises commemorating the 60th anni
versary of the Alumni Association of the Hebrew Union College 
were held in the College Chapel. A gift of two stained glass 
windows was presented to the College by the Alumni Association, 
through its President, Rabbi Harry S. Margolis. Before the 
close of the exercises, announcement was made that funds had 
been guaranteed to the Alumni Association which would make possi
ble the installation of stained glass windows in the four remain
ing windows of the Chapel. 

In connection with Lhese exercises the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Divinity (D.D.) was conferred upon eight distinguished 
alumni of the College, as follows: 

Rabbi Samuel Hirschberg, Milwaukee Wis. ('91) 
Rabbi Harry Levi, Boston, Mass. ( 187) (degree awarded 

posthumously) 
Rabbi Joseph Blatt, Oklahoma City, Okla. ('01) 
Rabbi Joseph Rauch, Louisville, Ky. ( '05) 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Pittsburgh , Pa. ( '15) 
Rabbi James G. Heller, Cincinnati, o. ( '16) 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, Hartford, Conn. ( 1 18) 
Rabbi Moses Cyrus Weiler, Johannesburg , South Africa ( '33) 

The Fourth Annual Summer Institute for Rabbis was h6ld at 
the College during the week of June 26th. In many respects this 
Institute seemed to have been the most successful held. It con
firmed tne practical value of the project and demonstrated that 
it should be continued as a regular activity of thb College . 

Nine~y-three gradua~es of the College are in the Chaplaincy 
service of the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy. This number constitutes 
more than one -f ourth of the appr ximately 350 graduates of the 
Hebrew Union College still in active rabbinical serv1c6. It is 
a record of ~hich our Coll ge may indeed be proud. 

This situation, however , has creat€d a serious problem in 
tat many congrog ti~ns w0re left without adequate rabbinical 
ministration . To meGt this emergency 13 students wer6 licensed 
to serve these congregations without rabbinical ministration. 
Several congregations have expr6ss&d their sincere satisfaction 
with this arrangement and their appreciation of the cooperation 
which the H~brew Union College is giving them. 
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President Morgenstern announced a gift of $500.00 from his 
former parishioners of Lafayette, Ind., for the establishm6nt of 
the Solomon Loeb Memorial Priz6, to be awarded in June, 1946, 
for the best study in book form submitted in competition by th6 
alumni of th€ College, on the subject "The History of American 
Reform Judaism," in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of 
the coming of Dr. Isaac M. Wise to America. 

Publications 

The Hebrew Union College Annual, Vol. 18. (1944) appeared in 
October. A number of members of the Faculty as well as other r e c
ognized scholars were contributors to this volume. This publica
tion has rendered a distinct service and has gr6atly increased 
the prestige which the Hebrew Union College enjoys in the world 
of Jewish scholarship. 

The Alumni Lectures deliverGd during the academic year 
1943-1944 by Rabbi Samuel S. Mayerberg ( '17) have just appeared 
in book form under the title "Chronicle of an American Crusader." 

The Founder's Day oration delivered this year by Rev. Dr. 
Abraham Shusterman ( '31) on the theme, "Isaac M. Wise and Ameri ca's 
Opportunity~ has be en printed and widely distributed, and has 
been very favora b ly received. 

An attrac t ive pamphlet, the first of a series to be pub
lished on the Hebrew Uni on College, dealing with the history of 
the Hebrew Uni on College Library and Museum, appeared this year 
and has served in making the College better known to many more 
people throughout t he country. 

The Hebrew Union Collese BullL in, a quarterly, has been 
mailed not only to alumni of the College but also to the general 
Jewish public, with the idea of bringing the cause of this insti
tution before the layman. A very favorable response has result d. 

The address delivered by President Morgenstern at the inaugu
ration of the 69th academic year of the College on the theme~ 
"Nation, People, Religion, What Are We?" as well as the address 
given by him at the opening exercises in October, 1944, on the 
theme, "The Task of the Hebrew Union College;' have been published 
and widely distributed. 

There is now in press a brochure titled "After Seventy Years." 
This will be the story of the College, particularly in relation 
to American Jewish life and what it has meant to the American 
Jewish community. It will be a handsomely illustrated book and 
in every way worthy of the 70th anniv€rsary of the founding of 
the Hebrew Union College. 

Budset and Finance 

For the year ended June 30, 1944, the total expenditures 
of the College amounted to $221,662.29, for the following thre e 
purpos sand in the amounts indicated.-
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Educational and General Needs 
Dormitory and Student Activities 
Non-Eaucational Needs (i.e.,Scholar
ship Awards, Prizes, Refugee Scholars 
and Rabbis, HUC ANNUAL, HUC BULLETIN, 
Publicity, etc.) 

$149,393.18 
29,599.70 

42,669.41 

The income for the year was $142,751.05 (excluding the 
$90,000.00 annual depletion) and was derived from the following 
sources: 

From Interest on Investments 
From Gifts and Grants 
From Dormitory 
Other Income 

$ 70,999.79 
43,918.75 
25,734.14 
2,098.37 

Included in the income for the year is the amount of 
$29,452.41, representing the allocation from the combined fund
raising campaign of the Union and the College and likewise, in
cluded in the Dormitory income were payments aggregating 
$11,712.50 made by students toward their maintenance . 

The operating deficit was met by the $90,000 .00 annual 
depletion of the Endowment Fund, the minimum required in accord
ance with the terms of the "Rosenwald Agre ement ." As we now 
operate, the annual depletion, still essential to the mainten
ance needs of the Colle e,enabled us to close the year with a 
balance of $11,088.76, which has been add d to our general re
serve. 

During the year contributions and/or bequests to our Endow
ment Fund aggregated $23,448.86, compared with $4,000.00 for the 
preceding year. This increase was due to a single bequest of 
$20,500.00. 

General 

Our buildings, grounds, and equipment have been kept in a 
high state of repair and efficiency. A post-w r program of re
placements and repairs is now being considered by our Committee 
on Buildings and Grounds. 

During the course of the academic year 1943-44, for a period 
of five months, the fourth floor and the east wing of the third 
floor of the Dormitory were made available to the University of 
Cincinnati for the housing of 65 ASTP students stationed at the 
University by the U.S. Army. 

In addition thereto the College Gymnasium as well as our 
laundry facilities were made available to these soldiers. A 
number of Jewish soldiers in this group were invited to attend 
our evening services in the Chapel and also extended the hos
pitality of our Dining Room on Friday evenings. 
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The outstanding event of the year was the Convocation held 
in New York City on April 16th, at the Central Synasogue. The 
Honorary Degree of Doctor of Hebrew Letters (D.H.L.) was con
ferred on Dr. Salo W. Baron, Mr. James N. Rosenberg, and Mr . 
William Rosenwald. 

October 3rd, 1945 will mark the 70th anniversary of the 
founding of the Hebrew Union College. A special program com
mittee, in cooperation with our Committee on Public Relations, 
has been appointed to plan a program to celebrate this anniver
sary, which should attract nation-wide attention to the role 
that the Hebrew Union College is playing in American Jewish life. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HIRAM B. WEISS 
Chairman 



Appcn ix D 
ANNUAL REPORT OF 

COMMITTEE ON RABBINICAL RELIEF 

Cjnci~n ti, Ohio 

November 1, 1944 

To thG Executive Board of 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

For tho fiscal year ended June 30, 1944, the Committde 

on Rabbinical Relief cxpendod $4,530.75 for relief pa mcnts durin 

the year. The interest carn~d mounted to $4,010.79. The defi

ciency of $519.96 has been charged against the Unused Int8r st Re

serv~ Fund. At present this Interest Fund mounts to $3282 . 05 . 

On June 21, 1944 tho Union entered into ~n agrcomunt with 

the C ntrnl Conference of Am ric~n R~bbis, crout n Ra bbinical 

Pension Board to administer a pension fund for th0 r bbis who nrb 

members of the Conferenc e nd serving Union congr0g~tions, One of 

the t~rms of u re cmcnt c ll~d for tho allocntion of one-third of 

the Synagogue Pension Fund to the Rabbinic~l Pens on Bo~rd . For 

the year 1944-5, we ostim~t·d our income for r livf purposes to be 

$4,500.00. Each of the religious org~niz~tions, Orthodox, Cons r

vutivc nd Reform would r ceivc one-third of this mount for relief 

purpos ·s . Sine~ the one-third income allocated to th~ Reform group 

is to go to the Rabbinical P nsion Board, your commit 00 r ~qucsts 

the approval of th - Exccutivv Bo~rd to continue to m~kc r~licf pay

ments to the rabbis d~signated by tho Ruform group , ~nd chn.rge th~ 

d ficiency against the on~-third share of th Unused Interest Rc

s0rvu Fund. Since Jul 1, 1944, we have been s xpci,ding $125,00 pr 

month for r lief for those Reform rabbis, ~nd y Fcbruar 28 , 1945 

we will have used up the one-third of the unused ntc rcst r o c rve. 
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Your committe,c is f:i.cud with two altt..rnativcs - we c':ln 

either request the Bord's permission to notify the Reform group 

that they should review th0ir relief r0quir0mcnts with thL purpose 

of reducing the monthly expenditures so th'lt paymL::nts can be met 

until June 30 , 1945, or wo can request the, Board to ':lppropriat~ 

a sum of $405 . 98 to m0ot this deficiency . For thG ye':lr 1944-45 

we will have to request an appropriation of a sum not to xc cd 

$1,500 . 00 to meat the relief payments for th~ rabbis of th~ Reform 

roup . 

Respectfully submitt0d 

HERBERT C. GETTINGER 
Chairm~n 



Appendix E 

Report of the Subcommittee on Staff Pensions 
Presented to the Executive Board with the 

Approval of the Committee on Salaries 
·Tenure of Office and Pensions 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

New York, N.Y. 
October 26, 1944 

Your Sub-Committee on Staff Pensions, consisting of Messrs. 
Jacob Aronson, Ralph W. Mack and George Zepin met with Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath and Mr. Hyman Kanter on October 26th fol
lowing conferences on various occasions between the chair1.an and 
individual members above mentioned. Our recommendations ore set 
forth in the following paragraphs. 

The staff of the Union divides itself into two classes -
(a) those who have rabbinical status and are members of the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis, and (b) the other mem
bers of the staff, consisting of lay department heads and he 
clerical personnel. 

1. As to the rabbinical group in the employ of he U ~ion: 
We recommend that the Union declare is willingness to in,. 1ude 
members of the group in the Rabbinical Pension Plan of the Union 
and Conference on the same terms as prevail in the case of 
rabbis in the employ of participating congregations. This pro
gram provides annuities (plus meantime life insuranc in the 
case of those who meet the health requirements of the Insurance 
Company) beginning at age 65 in the case of those now not over 
49 years and 6 months of age, and at age 70 in the case of those 
older than 49 years and 6 months. 

The participating individuals would make annual contribu
tions toward premiums of 3% of annual salaries and the Union, 
as employer , would contribute at the rate of 7% of such salaries_ 
Inasmuch as these cases are eligible und6r the terms of our 
Rabbinical Pension System, primary and supplem~ntary grants 
would be additionally contributed by the Rabbinical Pension 
Board from the pension capital funds and other funds available 
to the Pension Board for such purpose. 

We hink that we are morally bound to tak this initial 
step without d6lay so as to square our own action as a direct 
6mployer with the action which we have urged our onstituent 
congregations to takb in the case of their respective rabbis. 

2. We further recommend that the Union offer to all of 
its lay employ~es who hav& completed five years or more of con
tinuous s€rvice with the Union the opportunity to enter a con
tributory pension plan undGr which the individual will contri
bute 3% and tho employing Union 7% of annual salary as premium 
for annuity policies with meantime insurance in cas€s wh re 
such insurance is availabl€. Such annuities would become payabl€ 
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upon attainment of the same ages as in the case of the rabbis, 
except that in the case of women the retirement age shall be 60 
instead of 65. 

3. If all of our staff were now below age 35, the fore
going proposal might be considered as offering prospective 
annuities which, although modest, would nevertheless represent 
minimum reasonable pensions. It is recognized, however, that 
we are now in midstream, so to speak, and are under an inescapa ble 
ethical obligation to temper the impact of old age maintenance in 
the case of our middle-aged and older employees. In order to 
equalize the inadequacy of annuities which will eventuate in t~e 
case of these older employees, it is recommended that the Executive 
Board of the Union declare its adherence to the policy of supple 
menting annuities which would result from the foregoing insured 
basis, so as, in the aggregate, to produce pensions equal to 40% 
of average salary for the last ten years of service preceding 
retirement. This supplemental pension would be available only 
in the case of those who, at time of retirement, shall have been 
in the service of the Union for a reasonable minimum period which 
need not now be determined but which would be considered upon th€ 
occasion of the future e~ployment of persons of advanced age. It 
is also recommended that the Executive Board of the Union r e serve 
the determinati on, in each case J. of the age attainment, ranging 
from 65 to 70 for men and from oO to 65 for women, at which such 
supplementary pension allowance shall become effective. 

In order that such supplementary pension allowance s may not 
in any one or more future y6ars prove a burd6n on the annual ex
pense budgets out of which such payments would be made, it is 
recommended that t e Union now inaugurate the accumulation of a 
fund which shall be available for such futurG supplementary p€n
sion allowances or such portions t ereof as may in any particular 
years otherwise constitute a burdensome obligation. For this 
purpose, it is recommended that $2,500 be set aside in the cur
rent year, and that $5,000 per annum thereafter be added to th€ 
fund, until, in the light of our prospective obligations it is 
found that the fund is adequate. Such s egregated fund {to be 
known as the Supplementary Pension Capital Fund for the Union 
Staff) should have the benefit of income thereon pending .1 ts 
ultimate liquidation. 

4. With reference to both rabbinical and lay members of the 
Staff, we further recommend that such members who are thus retired 
have the privilege of engaging in gainful occupations thereafter 
if they so desire, and that the Executive Board of the Union be ' 
privileged, if satisfactory arrangements can be made, to retain 
the pensioned employees for part-time services or restricted 
duties upon remuneration commensurate thereto. 

5. The costs that will be involved (not including the recom
mended annual appropriations for the purpose of creating a reserve 
out of which supplementary pension allowances may be drawn) are as follows: 
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Maximum Cost to the Union on the 3% - 7% formula 

6 Rabbis $3,367.00 

19 lay mployees 3,752.84 maximum total $7,119.84 

6. It is further recommended that if the foregoing proposal 
are approved by the Committee and thereafter authorized by the 
Executive Board of the Union, that the latter authorize the dis
bursement of the Union's obligations under said plan and also 
adopt an appropriate resolution authorizing the officers of the 
Union or such committee as may be appointed by the president to 
take all steps to effectuate the program, including the execution 
of a Pension Trust agreement and the procurement of policies. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JACOB ARONSON, Chairman 

RALPH W. MACK 

GEORGE ZEPIN 



Appendix F 

Report of the Budget Committee of the Union 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
November 1, 1944 

To the Executive Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am pleased to inform the Executive Board that the Union closed 
its fiscal year, beginning July 1, 1943 and ending June 30, 1944, 
wi houc a deficit. 

Our actual income for the period amounted to $240,314.52, and 
our expenditures totalled $229,625.60, leaving a surplus from 
operations of $10,688.92. 

The budget for the current year, beginning July 1, 1944 has been 
approved by the Administrative Committee at its meeting on Ma 21, 
1944. This budget calls for an appropriation of $262,953-50, ex
clusive of campaign costs and Refugee Scholars. Since then, your 
committee has revised its appropriations for 1944-45 and we are 
now submitting a revised budget of $263,063.04 for your approval. 
Included in the revision is an additi nal appropriation of 
$2,519.84 for Pensions for the Union Staff members, $2,500.00 fr 
the Union Staff Pension Reserve Fund, $1,000 .00 for the Philadel
phia Federa~i on, and $10,000.00 for Int rfaith Insti utes. Re
ductions have been mad in the appr priations for Regional Rabbis, 
$12,300.00, Moving and Remodeling Expenses, $3,523.00. 

Your Budget Committee is in close touch with the office and is 
carefully scrutinizing each month's expenditures. 

Hebrew Union College 

The budget of the Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College 
has been submitted to your chairman. It calls for an appropria
tion of $247,629.33 for 1944-45. It estimates its income,in
cludin~ the annual $90,000.00 depletion from its endowment fund, 
to be $266,273.00. This indicates a prospective balance of re
serve at the end of the year of $18,644.00. 

Your Committee recommends that the budget of $247,629.33 . ap
proved, and the 3% depletion voted by the Board of Governors be 
concurred in. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DAVID F. KAHN, Chairman 



Appendix G 
FIRST ANNUAL REPORT 

~T~ 

RABBINICAL PENSION BOARD 

To the Executiv6 Board 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

New York, N. Y. 
November 26, 1944 

Your Board will be gratified to learn that the contribu
tory p€nsion plan authorized by action of your Board and by 
the Central Conference of American Rabbis has b€en successfully 
inaugurated and is now in operation. 

The pension plan is based upon a Trust Agreement between 
the Central Conference and the Union which was executed on June 
21, 1944. The Rabbinical Pension Board authorized by the above 
agreement was duly appointed and held its first meting on June 
27 last. 

This Trust AgrecmGn has been mailed to all members of the 
Board and there is, thorefore, no need of repeating here, at 
length, the items contained therein. Briefly, it sets forth 
the pension plan and the agreement by the Central Conference to 
devote its Pension Fund consisting of about 150,000, and by 
the Union to devote one- hird of the Jacob H. Schiff Pension 
Fund and the total of Joseph Schonthal Fund, the total of some 
having an adjust€d market value of $69,683.10, to increasin 
the pensions of the participants. 

It also recites the pledge of the Union and the Conference 
each to pay $5000.00 a year for the increase of the Pension 
Funds and $1500.00 a year, each, or as much thereof as may be 
needed for the expenses of maintaining the office of the Rabbin
ical Pension Board. 

The Trust Agreement appears as an appendix to this report 
and it is recommended that it be printed in the yearbook of 
the Union for future reference and easy access. 

Since th plan was put into operation, that is to say, 
within the last five months, we have received 100 applications, 
and on those, Bl policies have already been 1ssu€d, and 19 are 
in the process of bing issued by The Northwest~rn Mutual Lif 
Insurance Company. 

The receipts of the P€nsion Board to OctobGr 31 consisted 
of $38,259.75 received from rabbis and congreg tion~ to apply 
towards the premiums on policies, $5000.00 from the Union, and 
$5000.00 from the CCAR to apply toward Primary and Supplementary 
Grants and toward our share of the Waiver of Premiums on policies 
involving life insurnnce, a total of $48,259,75. 
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0ur expenditures to October 31 consisted of payments to 
tte Insurance Company on policies issued including prepayment 
on policies applied for but not yet issued in the amount of 
$41,949.48. 

Our balance in the bank consists of $6310.27, representing 
$300.00 advance payments on the first year's premium by rabbis 
and congregations, not yet turned over, but payable to the Insur
ance Company, $70.78 representing Primary and Supplementary 
Grants owing but still unpaid, leaving a net balance of $5939.49. 

Several observations, interesting in themselves, may be of 
guidance to the Union and Conference and to the Pension Board 
in the future conduct of this enterprise. 

Of the 100 applications,74 represent rabbis serving con
gregations and 26 rabbis serving as Chaplains in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

A number of congregations have entered two rabbis in the 
plan, one congregation having entered their three rabbis. Fre
quently one of these rabbis is and in one case two are serving 
as chaplains. 

A number of chaplains who severed connections with their 
previous congregations are paying t1e complete premiums hemselves . 

In a number of cases, owing to tne advanced age of th6 rabis, 
the congregations have Gntered them on a larger J Lr ~~nt ~~ 
of he salary oa ~ s • in order to assur the rabbi of a 
more adequate annuity. 

In a number of cases, owing to the advanced ages of the 
rabbis and the smallness of the annuity yield based upon pre
miums consisting of 10% of present salary (at that age), he 
congregations intimate that they do not consider th ir pensio 
obligation fully dischargEd by entering their rabbi in this 
plan, but that they propose to meet the r mainder of their 
obligation out of current income or from funds set aside for 
this special purpose . 

It is interesting to note that in a number of cases, the 
congregations pay the rabbis' as well as the congregations' 
share toward the premiums .. 

PENSION FUNDS 

Your P€nsion Board r€comrnends that tnc Union and the Con
ference appoint a joint committee for th6 purpos6 of carrying 
out th€ provisions of Article IV Section of the Trust Agreement 
dealing with the integrated administra ion of th€ Capital 
Pension Funds. 

We trust that our efforts will merit your continued confi-
dence and support. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JACOB ARONSON 
Chairman 
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Appendix H 
TREASURER ' S ANNUAL REPORT 

To the Executive Board of the 
-Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies a nd Gentlemen : 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

November 1 , 1944 

I submit herewith a summary of the financi 1 opor~tions 

for the yoar ended June 30, 1944 . Complete details arc refl~ctcd 

in the report of thG auditors . 

The Union 

The income of th0 Union exceeded the exp nditur3s by 

$10 , 688 . 92 . Our Publication Department ended the year with a sur

plus of $720 . 85 . 

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1944, th~ Joint 

Finance Committee of the Union and tho College r rlized $240,190 . 91 

from congregations, individual subscriptions and Welfare Fund ~llo 

cations . This represented nn incre~se of $65,864 . 12 over lnst 

year ' s collections . According to the agreement between the Union 

and the College , the followin was the distribution : 

Coll ctions - - - - -

First Charge - Campain - - $37,423 . 30 

Second Charge To H. U. C. for 
RefugGc Scholars 6,137 . 20 

Third Charge - Union Allocation 150,000 . 00 

Balance to be distributed 

50 per cent to H . U. C. 

50 por cent to U.A . H. C. 
Tot 1 Received by H. u.c . 

$240,190 . 91 

193 , 560 . 50 

$ 46,630 . 41 

23 , 315 . 21 

23,315 . 20 
29,45' . r~1 
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The Union's incom0 consisted of th, $150,000 . 00 allocatlon plus 

the distribution of the b~lance , $23 , 315 . 20, and $66,999 . 32 from 

other sources, or a total of $240 , 314 . 52 . Our oxponditures, ux

clusive of fund - raising costs and Refugee Scholar expenses tot~llvd 

$229 , 625 . 60 for activitie s ~nd reduction of indebtedness . 

As of July 1 , 1943 our indebtedness to the First Nationo.l Bank 

amounted to $7,500 . 00 . During thG yoar we r~duced this amount by 

$22 , 500 . 00 , leaving a balance of $65 , 000 . 00 . As of November 1 , 1944 

we have further reduced the balance by $19 , 000 . 00, lc~ving a balance 

of $46 , ooo . oo due the First National B~nk . Our indebtedness to 

N. F . T . S . was reduced by $1,500.00 during the fisc 1 year , leaving 

a balance of $9 , 750.00. As of' Nov mb c r 1, 1944, we rvduc0d this 

indebtedness to a balance of $9,150.00 . 

Hebrew Union Colivge 

The income of tho Colle . , including the $90 , 000 . 00 annual 

depletion of the sp£cial Endowment Fund, was $232 , 751 . 05 . Th LX

penditures totalled $221,662 . 29 . Th0 surplus of $11 , 088 . 76 was 

transferred to the Ros0rv0 for mn.intenunco . 

Respectfully submitted, 

HERBERT C. GETTINGER 
rr astir r 
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December 21, 1944 

.,a l Ab a Hillel S 1 ver 
Clevel d, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I wish to inform you that though we had hoped 
to have the next Council of the Union in Chicago, we 
find it is now impossible to get a hotel there for 
1945. Rabbi Egelson has conferred with the various 
hotels in Chicago that could handle our convention, 
and he reports that they already have commitments for 
the period that we have set aside for our Council and 
cannot change them. 

Because of the urgency to make a decision im
mediately, I am calling a meeting of our Commitee on 
Time and Place for Thursda, December 28 , at 12:30 
P.M. at the Netherland-Plaza Hotel, Parlor L. 

As you know, 1945 marks the 70th Anniversary of 
the founding of the Hebrew Union College, and the Col
lege authorities are very eager to see the next Coun
cil of the Union meet in Cincinnati. 

That is the important issue that we must decide at 
once. 

Since you are at a distance from Cincinnati and 
may have difficulty in securing transportation, you 
may send me your vote by mail as to whether you favor 
Cincinnati for the next Council of the Union. I will 
bring your letter to the attention of our Committee 
when it meets next Thursday. 

With kind regards, I am 

sincerely yours, 

Chairmnn 
RPG:hd 



December 26, l 44 

r. Robert .• Goldman, Ch rman 
Union of erican Hebre Con re utions 
54 , st 6th t"t treat 
Cinai n ti, 2, Ohio 

r. Gold.mans 

In . epl· to ,o l er 0£ D cember 21 - It is my 
feelin t ... o next ·1 of t. e Uni n bould n t be 
held in Cin ut c ty • ,. re t . eating 
or the Co 1m in t. e Union nd 1n 
our ork 6 a T e l s e JAVe d 1uit 
a number 0£ c reC1:tll corr ctl, 
the c.c. .R. t. e st t o or 
three e rs. n ti nti of R form 
Judaism ar ci I bell v t tit 

ould be refer ble to c._..,.. t , it neces , in 
or er t t the Council may be 1.."l som other lar e 
C ty. 

1th all ood •• s es, I re in 

o t c rdi lly y urs, 

lS,Blt 
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Tentative Draft 
of 

Revision 
of the 

Laws of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

PREAMBLE 

The congregations represented in this Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations affir m their faithful attachment to the sublime 
principles of Judaism, and conscious of Israel ' s sacred duties, 
undertake to discharge these effectively pursuant to the laws of 
the country and under the protection of benign Providence. 

CONSTITUTION 

Article 1. NAME 

This body shall be known as the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

Article 2. OBJECTS 

The objects of the Union are: 

a) To encourage and aid the organization and development 
of congregations and synagogues. 

b) To promote reli ious instructfon and encourage the study 
of Jewish history and literature. 

c) To maintain the Hebrew Union College of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

d) To foster other activities for the perpetuation of 
Judaism. 

Article 3. MEMBERSHIP 

Any American Jewish congregation, upon approval by the Executive 
Board,rna.y become a member of this Union by subscribing to its 
Constitution and By-Laws . 

Article 4 . GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The legislative body of the Union and its highest authority shall 
be the "General Assembly," which shall be composed of represen
tatives of congregations comprising the Union. 

Each congregation shall be entitled to two delegates and to such 
additional representation in the General Assembly as the By-Laws 
may provide . 

At the General Assembly meetings each delegate shall be entitled 
to a vote . 

The General Assembly shall elect its own officers . 



Article 5. MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

~egular meetings of the General Assembly shall be held biennially 
at such time and place as the Gene1lal Assembly or the Executive 
Board may determine. Special meetings of the General Assembly 
may be called by the President of the Union and shall be called 
upon written request of the majority of all the members of the 
Executive Board or upon written request of fifty member con
gregations. 

Article 6. EXECUTIVE BOARD 

There shall be an Executive Board of ninety-nine members which 
shall have complete charge of the affairs of the Union and which 
shall be its highest authority when the General Assembly is not 
in session. 

The term of office of the members of the Executive Board and the 
method of their election shall be determined by the By-Laws. 

Article 7. OFFICERS OF THE UNION 

The officers of the Union shall be a President, one or more Vice
Presidents, a Treasurer, a Director, an Administrative Secretary, 
and at the option of the Executive Board a chairma.n of the 
Executive Board, all of whom, except the Administrative Secre
tary, must be members of the Executive .Board. The Director and 
Administrative Secretary shall be selected by the Executive 
Board. The remaining officers shall be elected by the Executive 
Board immediately after the close of each biennial session of 
the General Assembly for a term of two years, or until their 
successors shall have been elected and qualified. The officers 
of the Union shall be the officers of the Executive Board. 

Artie le 8. AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended at any regular or special 
meeting of the General Assembly by a two-thirds vote of the 
delegates present provided that the delegates present represent 
at least one-third of all the member congregations. Such amend
ment may be initiated by the Executive Board or may be submitted 
in writing by a member congregation to the Executive Board. In 
either event the Exe utivc Board shall transmit the same to the 
member congregatlons at least sixty days in advance of the next 
regular or special meeting of the General Assembly. The Execu
tive Board shall present said amendment to the General Assembly, 
with its views thereon. 

BY-IAWS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1. The Executive Board, consisting of ninety-nine mern
bers,shall be constituted as follows: 



(a) Six members thereof shall be elected by the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis from its own membership for reg
ular terms of four years. At the first meeting of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis following the adoption of this By
I.Aw, the Conference shall elect six members of the Executive 
Board, three for four years and three for two years, and there
after, biannually shall elect three members for four years. In 
addition, the President and Vice-President of the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis, during their terms of office, shall 
serve as ex officio members of the Executive Board with power to 
vote. 

(b) The Chairman of the Board of Governors of Hebrew Union 
College, the President of Hebre,., Union College, the President of 
the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, the President of 
the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, and the President 
of the National Federation of Temple Youth shall be ex officio 
members of the Executive Board with the right to vote, provided, 
however, that each of the members aforesaid shall be a member of 
a constituent congregation of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

(c) Sixty members of the Executive Board shall be elected 
by the General Assembly upon a basis of equitable geographical 
distribution as hereinafter provided . 

Each of the organized regions of the Union shall be entitled to 
representation upon the Executive Board. Each Federation of 
Congregations now or hereafter established by the Union shall 
constitute a region for the purposes of this subsection. The 
number of Executive Board members from each region shall be 
governed by the number of congregations within the region and 
the total number of individual members of the congregations 
within the region. 

Each of the organized regions of the Union shall present the 
names of their quota of Executive Board members to the Nominating 
Committee of the General Assembly. 

Wherever there is no organized region of the Union, or in the 
event an organized region shall fail to present such names, the 
delegates from that geographic area in attendance at the General 
Assembly shall submit such names to the Nominating Committee. 

(d) The remaining twenty-six members of the Executive Board 
shall be elected by the General Assembly as representatives at 
large without ~pecial reference to the regions. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Executive Board, which shall 
be about six months prior to the regular General Assembly meet
ing, the President shall appoint, with the approval of the 
Executive Board, a committee whose duty it shall be to present 
to the Nominating Committee appointed by the General Assembly, a 
list of carefully selected candidates, in the number to be 
elected, for election to the Executi ve Board by the General 
Assembly. 
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A list of the nominees shall be sent to the delegates at least 
ten days in advance of the meeting of the General Assembly. Any 
twenty delegates present at the General Assembly may make addi
tional suggestions to the Nominating Committee of the General 
Assembly for election to the Executive Board. 

(e) At the meeting of the General Assembly at which this 
By-Law shall be adopted, one-half of the members of the Executive 
Board shall be elected for two years, and one-half for four 
years. Subsequently at each meeting of the General Assembly one
half of the Executive Board members shall be elected for a term 
of four years. 

(f) Vacancies caused by death or resignation shall be 
filled by the Executive Board for a period lasting until the next 
meeting of the General Assembly, at which time the General 
Assembly shall elect members to fill the unexpired terms. Such 
vacancies shall be filled from the bodies to which the retired 
members were accredited, on nominations from those bodies. 

(g) For the purposes above mentioned, rabbis of Union 
Congregations, and wives of members of congregations shall be 
considered members of the respective constituent congregations 
of the Union. 

Section 2. The Executive Board shall meet at least once a year 
at such time and place as the President of the Union shall 
designate. Special meetings of the Executive Board shall be 
held on the written request of twenty of the members thereof or 
when the President shall so order. Twenty-five members of the 
Executive Board shall constitute a quorum. The Executive Board 
shall be ex officio the trustees of all property belonging to 
the Union. 

Section 3. The Executive Board shall have the power to elect 
to honorary membership on the Executive Board without the right 
to vote, such persons whose long and distinguished services have 
merited such consideration. However, at no time shall there b3 
more than fifteen honorary members on the Executive Board. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

Section 4. The Administrative Committee of the Executive Board 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations shall consist of 
the President of the Union, the Chairman of the Executive Board 
if there is one so elected, and the Director of the Union, ex 
officio, with right to vote, and from twenty to twenty-five other 
members of the Executive Board appointed by the President and 
approved by the Executive Board. The Administrative Committee 
shall exercise all the powers and functions of the Executive 
Board in the interim between meetings of the Executive Board, 
provided, however, that all matters of general policy shall be 
determined by the Executive Board. The President of the Union 
shall be ex officio Chairman of the Administrative Committee and 
the Administrative Secretary of the Union shall be ex officio 
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Secretary of the Administrative Committee. Meetings of the Ad
ministrative Committee may be called at such time and place as 
may be determined by the President of the Union, or a Vice
President in the absence of the President. The expense of the 
members of the Administrative Committee in attendance at meetings 
thereof shall be borne by the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations. 

COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 

Section 5. The presidents of the congregations affiliated with 
the Union shall meet in council, either nationally or regionally, 
at the call of the President of the Union, at such time and place 
as he may designate, but at least once every two years. The 
council shall serve as an advisory body and present recommenda
tions for the strengthening of progressive Judaism, either to 
the General Assembly or the Executive Board of the Union. Report 
on the recommendations of the Council shall be made either to 
a succeeding Council or to the General Assembly of the Union, 
or both. 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE U IO 

Section 6. The Director of tbe Union, elected by the Executive 
Board of the Union or its Administrative Committee, shall have 
charge of all the activities of the Union. New projects, recom
mended by him, must receive the approval of the Administrative 
Cormnittee before being put into effect. The Director shall be 
an ex officio member of all Boards, Commissions and Committees 
of the Union. He shall present reports at periodic intervals 
to the Administrative Committee and the Executive Board of the 
Union, and a biennial report to the General Assenhly of the Union. 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Section 7. The Administrative Secretary, 
duties as departmental head, shall act as 
General Assembly, the Executive Board and 
Co ittee, and of committees appointed by 
nated by the Director. 

FISCAL YEAR 

in addition to his 
Secretary of the 
the Administrative 
these bodies, as desig-

• 

Section 8. The fiscal year shall and on the thirtieth day of 
June, annually, after which time all reports shall be made, and 
the same shall be printed by the Executive Board, and published 
for distribution, and shall be submitted to the General Assembly 
at the regular meetings thereof. 

FINANCIAL EXAMINATIONS 

Section 9. The books of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions shall be audited at least once a year by an auditor chosen 
by the Executive Board. 
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BUDGET COMMITTEE 

Section 10. At the regular semi-annual meeting of the Executive 
Board, a budget shall be submitted; this budget shall be prepared 
in ample time and shall have been passed upon by a Budget Com
mittee of five members of the Executive Board appointed by the 
President at a previous meeting. The budget and any additional 
monetary appropriations shall require an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members of the Executive Board present at the 
meeting, but in all events not less than twenty-five of the mem
bers of the Executive Board. The various Boards appointed or 
elected by the Executive Board shall submit to the Union on or 
about March 30, their estimates for the coming fiscal year, 
approved by their respective Boards by majority vote. None of 
the Boards or institutions subsidiary to the Executive Board 
shall have authority to spend money except with the approval of 
the Executive Board. 

ENDOWMENTS AND TRUST FUNDS 

Section 11. The Executive Board shall biennially appoint five 
members thereof as a Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds. 
Said Committee shall be vested with the custody and control 
(a) of all trust funds, money, securities and trust property of 
the Union; (b) of all other funds and securities of the Union 
including those held for or requiring temporary investment. 
Said Committee shall have full power and authority to sell and 
dispose of all funds and securities and trust property whieh 
may come into its hands as above provided, and to invest and 
reinvest the proceeds thereof, and its chairman or vice-chairman 
shall have full authority to sign any and all transfers, instru
ments and papers which may be necessary or required, and to do 
so whenever he may be so empowered by resolution of the committee. 
Such power and authority shall be exercised by said Committee 
by a vote of not less than a majority of the whole Committee. 
All funds and securities coming into the custody and control of 
the Committee shall be kept in a safe deposit box. 

DUES 

Section 12. Each member congregation of the Union shall pay 
yearly into the treasury of the Union either directly or through 
its individual members an amount equal to $3.00 per member. 
This shall be considered minimum dues and shall not preclude 
the raising of additional funds through individual subscriptions 
or otherwise to meet the budgetary n3eds of the Union. 

BANK DEPOSITS 

Section 13. All banks of deposit for Union funds and all banks 
of deposit for revolving funds for the various departments of 
the Union shall be named by the Executive Board. Checks, drafts 
and other instruments for uhe withdrawal of funds on the major 
accounts shall bear such signature or signatures as may be deter
mined from time to time by the Executive Board or the Adminis
trative Committee. 



AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS, ETC. 

Section 14. The President, the Chairman of the Executive Board, 
any Vice-President, the Treasurer, the Director, or the Adminis
trative Secretary of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
is authorized to sign in the name and on behalf of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations a receipt and/or release for any 
legacy, bequest or devise received from any executors, adminis
trators, trustees or other representatives of decedent estates . 

REPRESENTATION IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Section 15. The representation of the member congregation in 
the General Assembly shall be based on the number of persons for 
whom it pays dues. Each congregation shall be entitled to two 
delegates and to one additional delegate for each one hundred 
persons or major fraction thereof for whom it pays dues over and 
above the first one hundred. 

Members of the Executive Board and of the Board of Governors of 
the Hebrew Union College, by virtue of their office and for the 
duration of same, shall also be members of the General Assembly 
during the period of its meeting with all the privileges of 
delegates including the right to vote and the right to office; 
these additional members of the General Assembly shall not pre
judice the right of the congregations of which they are members 
to appoint as many delegates as the membership of such congrega
tions would entitle them to, provided that each delegate shall 
have only one vote. Honorary members of the above named Board 
shall be considered honorary members of the General Assembly but 
without the privilege of voting or election to office, other than 
honorary, unless duly elected delegat~s by a congregation be
longing to the Union. 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Section 16. Thirty members, in addition to the President of the 
Hebrew Union College, shall constitute the Board of Trustees 
(known as the Board of Governors) of the Hebrew Union College. 
Nineteen members shall be elected by the Executive Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, and six shall be elected 
by the Alumni Association of the Hebrew Union College, and five 
shall be elected as Trustees at Large by the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis from among its membership. Members of the 
Board of Governors shall be elected biennially-for a period of 
four years and until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Any vacancy occurring on the Board of Governors shall be filled 
by the Body by which the retiring member was elected. Honorary 
Trustees may be named by the Board of Governors. 

The President of the Union, the Director of the Union, and the 
Chairman of the Executive Board shall be elected on the Board of 
Governors as part of the nineteen members which the Executive 
Board elects. The quota of the Union shall be elected at the 
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regular semi-annual meeting of the Executive Board, for terms 
of office to begin on January 1 , following . 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE MAGAZINE OF THE 
COMMISSION ON SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES 

Section 17 . Out of the dues paid by each congregation into the 
treasury of the Union, the same consisting of $3.00 per member 
and applying especially to the dues paid by the congregation for 
the members of the Board of Trustees of the congregation, there 
shall be set aside twenty-five cents for each member of a Board 
of Trustees and other members designated, the same to apply as a 
subscription price for the Magazine of the Commission on Syna
gogue Activities, published by the Union of American Hebrew 
Congre ga ti ons . 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Section 18 . The President of the Union shall call the delegates 
to the General Assembly to order and ask for the election of a 
temporary Chairman and a temporary Secretary. When these are 
elected, the temporary Chairman shall appoint a Committee on 
Credentials and a Committee on Permanent Organization. After a 
report of the Committee on Credentials shall have been adopted 
the General Assembly shall consider the report of the Committee 
on Permanent Organization and shall elect such officers of the 
General Assembly as it deems proper. Unless otherwise ordered 
by the General Assembly, the Preside t of the General Assembly 
shall then appoint such committees as he shall deem necessary, 
and shall without debate refer to them the reports of the several 
officers and boards and of the committees previously appointed, 
in such manner as he may deem advisable. 

He shall also appoint such other committees as the General 
Assembly during its session may order . 

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS OF A 
GENERAL CHARACTER 

Section 19 . Any motion or resolution purporting to express the 
views or sentiments of the Union or its constituents or personnel 
upon any question not directly affecting the conduct of the 
affairs of the Union or its constituents, when presented at any 
General Assembly meetin shall require for its passage an affirma
tive vote of two-thirds of the representatives present at said 
meeting of the General Assembly and voting . 

AMENDMENTS 

Section 20 . The By-Laws may be amended by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members present at any meeting of the Executive Board, 
provided notices of proposed changes have been given thirty days 
in advance, or by a two-thirds vote of the members present and 
voting at any meetin of the General Assembly. 
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9. 

CO GREGATIONAL AUTO OMY 

Section 21. Nothing contained in this Constitution and By-Lavs 
shall operate so as to interfere in any manner whatsoever wit 
the worship, the school or any of the congregational institutions 
of its constituent members . 
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January 24 , 1945 

Rabbi Abba Hi l lel Si l ver 
1 9810 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver : 

I have heard from a number of rabbis 
spol<e in very h r;h praise of Rabbi I reehof ' s 
recent book on 'Reform Jewish Practice . " 

send a revie~ of th s 

who 

I V! ould 11 re to 
book to the Jeiish pres 
very bus life , ta<e t 
hundre o f ve hun re 

. ' . ould you , in your 
ti to write a four 

review? 

, ith kind re >ar<l , I a m 

Very sincere l 7 Jours , 

Adm n strat v 0. ~ecretary 

LE :mh 



February 51 1946 

Dr. Louie I. Egelaon, Administr tive Sec'y 
Union of er1c611 Hebrew Congreg tiona 
54 est 6th St. 
Cinci1nati 2, Ohio 

dear Dr. lsona 

Had It time, I should be moth . to revi • 
Dr. Fr ehot•a book, •Reform Jewish Pr ctice.• But I spend 
most of y t eon th r ilroad th e d ya, and I certoinly 

ould not be bl to get to it and to it ju tice. 

Dr. Fr e o •a vol e is 
or the subj ct tt n 1n hi c 
recis on, nd it ·ill be ide 

• cholarl presen tion 
tic style or clarit .... and 

, I sure. 

1th 11 go i , I r in 

Ver cordially yours, 

same 
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·ebruar~ 16 , 1945 

Dr . bba H lle_ Silver 
T 1.e ::.:1eii ple 
=-:;ast l 15t 
Cleve and , 

t . at~nsel 
Ohio 

1d. 

:)ear Dr . u 1 ver : 

I ho.v ·our letter of -•ebruar r 5 and 
V c4n ver~ we 1 uncerst~ntl tat it ls i pos-

'lble for ou, r ·· ) t nov1, to ·,r ... te a revlci:1 
of _reehof s recent 1 o: . 

t lll t _ 
Coul 
additio a 
state ent re 

ave :v n GOOd aragraph 
ike t for JU lici tJ . 

ye ~ upon lt vit an 
aph c would r az~e your 
n - boo1~ ul tc effective? u 

was ,.:.th ::ir cl of last 'luesda in 
Pittsburgh to isc1ss an er o~ problems 
rclat ng to our chap incJ , an particularl 
the ,mercencJ 1 lace 1 nt Corun • tt e, of ;Lich ol • 
is t e c 1a r1ilan . 1·atura.lly, we also discussed 
the Conference an some of the pro lens tat 

ari8o as a result of the re..,t · ct.ions on 
lng con ent:010 . I hop t'1at t~e evelop

cnts a.broa yill cu~ a relaxin oft ose 
restr.:.ct.i.ons so that t 1e Conf .,rcnce can 1 
at th en of June . 

last 
an .., 

:.rs . E elson an w re 
nd (.: n .. sa " JO 1r son . 
i vo ~~au 1uc 1 o r . 

in Boston t1 · n 
.re s fin boy 

cor i 1 re r 8 , I ar.1 

u cretar 
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Dr. Louie I. E elson 
Union of •ri c H bre Co re t1ona 
34 ,et 6th t. 
Cinci at· 2, Ohio 

er Dr. E elaona 

I clo in re t. 
on Dr. Freeho I boo. 

SaBIC 
Enc. 

it 11 o 

V r o 

1n 

11 

r ph or t o 

urs , 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE OF UAHC 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

March 4, 1945 

At the call of the President of the Union, Mr. Adolph 
Rosenberg, the meeting of the Administrative Committee of the 
U.A.H.C. was held at the Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, Sunday, 
March 4, 1945 at 10:00 A.M. 

The following members of the Committee were present: Messrs. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Jesse Cohen, Solomon 
Elsner, Robert P. Goldman, Lester A. Jaffe, David F. Kahn, Jacob W. 
Mack, Melvin s. Meyers, Philip Meyers, and Rabbi Julian Morgenstern. 

Messrs. Louis L. Kaufman, Herbert C. Oettinger, Dr. Hiram B. 
Weiss, members of the Executive Board living in Cincinnati, and 
Mr. Bernard G. Sang, President of the National Federation of Temple 
Youth, were present on invitation of the President. 

Regrets for non-attendance were received from Mrs. Hugo Hart
m9.nn, Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Melville s. Welt and Rabbi Jonah 
B. Wise. 

Mr. Rosenberg presided and Rabbi Louis I. Egelson, Secretary, 
recorded the Minutes. Mr. Jerome L. Levy, Finance Director, and 
Mr. Hyman Kanter, accountant of the UAHC, were also present. 

Mr. Rosenberg welcomed the members of the Committee and 
stated that the ma.in purpose of the meeting was to hear the report 
of Rabbi Eisendrath who had just returned from a comprehensive 
visit to the Western and Southwestern States on behalf of the Union. 
Mr. Rosenberg called attention to the fact that we once did inten
sive work on the Coast and that Rabbi Egelson was the first regional 
rabbi in that area. 

REPORT OF RABBI .EISENDRATH 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that the communities that he visited 
were very well prepared in advance through an earlier visit ma.de 
by Mr. Jerome L. Levy, the Finance Director. Rabbi Eisendrath 
emphasized the fact that his trip was not solely for the purpose of 
fund-raising. The tour would have been imperative if it hadn't 
resulted in the raising of a single dollar. However, he expressed 
his confidence that the tangible results will be gratifyin. With 
one or two exceptions, quotas have been accepted by all the congre
gations visited and should yield from $30,000 to $40,000 additional 
revenue. 

It is important that each community have at least one contact 
annually; not merely for an address but to meet with the leaders of 
the community and to spend at least three days with them. As a 
result of his visit, Rabbi Eisendrath feels that he knows the 
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leadership in each congregation and understands their problems. 
He met many young men in each community who are interested in the 
national movement. Among them are potential material for our 
Executive Board. 

He found an abysmal ignorance of the Union in many quarters. 
The change of congregational Boards due to rotation in office has 
resulted in lack of knowledge of the Union and its program. The 
older group has yielded leadership and the younger men are now at 
the helm. More frequent contact is therefore more than ever neces
sary with these new congregational leaders. Rabbi Eisendrath 
returned with a definite belief that our future is bright, in spite 
of many universal problems such as: poor temple attendance, the con
tinued complaints that many of our children do not like to attend 
the religious schools, the seeming indifference of youth. Our 
congregations are gaining in strength, in numbers and in interest. 
Everywhere there was expansion of building programs, and more mem
bers were being added to the congregational roster. There was 
activity everywhere. Rabbi Eisendrath feels that the Union can be 
"sold" to our congregational leadership. Everywhere he received 
an eager response to his presentation of the program of the Union. 

The question of the Union's position on Zionism came up every
where, although, in most communities, our leaders quite properly 
are more concerned with Temple affairs and religious matters. With 
but one or two conspicuous exceptions, our congregations are satis
fied with the position that the Union adopted. There are a few 
extremists on both sides who are not satisfied with the decision, 
but the explanation ma.de by Rabbi Eisendrath of the Union's position 
seemed, in almost every Instance, to prove satisfactory. 

KANSAS CITY 

The fruitage of the loyal and fervid rabbi, Samuel Mayerberg, 
and an interested member of our Executive Board, Mr. Irvin Fane, 
was evidenced in Rabbi Eisendrath's visit to Kansas City. The 
warmth of response that he received there could not be excelled. 

DENVER 

The congregation is not 100 per cent for the Union and Col
lege. We will have their cooperation, but to a limited extent. 
In view of the fact that this congregation is now served by a 
graduate of the Jewish Institute of Religion, a formula was su -
gested to the congregation whereby both the J.I.R. and the U.A.H.C. 
might share equitably in the proceeds of the campaign. 

In Denver he met with a delegation from Colorado Springs con
cerning the need for rabbinic leadership for Colorado Springs and 
Pueblo. 

SEATTLE 

A fine loyal rabbi, Raphael Levine, and ood lay leadership 
ma.de the visit to Seattle comparatively easy and fruitful. The 
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intellectuals among us are becoming interested in religion. Rabbi 
Eisendrath found that in Denver and in Seattle a Rhodes Scholar was 
in leadership of the congregations. 

PORTlAND 

Mr. s. Mason Ehrman, the President of the Congregation and 
a member of our Executive Board, was very helpful, and would not 
let anything interfere with the program of the congregation. On 
the subject of our continued membership in the American Jewish Con
ference, Rabbi Eisendrath gave the reasons which persuaded an 
overwhelming majority of the members of our Executive Board to· 
determine to remain in the Conference. 

SA FRANCISCO 

At a meeting with the Board of Temple Emanuel, Rabbi Eisen
drath presented the position of the Union and the College on the 
American scene. As a result, the congregation resolved to adopt 
the $3.00 per capita dues and support our request to the Welfare 
Fund for a substantially increased subsidy. 

Sherith Israel, the other congregation in San Francisco is 
growing rapidly. While it has not adopted the $3.00 per capita , 
dues, it is considering the adoption of a plan to contribute 10 per 
cent of the congregation's dues receipts to the Union-College 
annual campaign. 

SAN JOSE, BERKELEY 

Rabbi Eisendrath conferred with the leaders of San Jose and 
with a group from Berkeley who sought counsel regarding the estab
lishment of a new Reform congregation. 

SACRAMENTO-STOCKTON 

A joint meeting of the representatives of both congregations 
was held in Sacramento and they were stimulated to further support 
of the Union. 

OAKLAND 

Rabbi Eisendrath addressed the Board of the con regation and 
likewise urged more support for the Union's program . 

LOS ANGELES 

Mr. Irving Metzler, a member of our Executive Board, was very 
helpful. He felt keenly his responsibility to advance our cause. 
He gave a luncheon and invited the congregational Board members to 
meet Rabbi Eisendrath. One of the leading fund-raisers in Los 
Angeles was secured to take care of the Union's campaign in Los 
Angeles. He stated that he would be personally responsible for the 
amount to be raised. 
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Rabbi Ma.gnin was similarly helpful. He suggested that we 
assemble a group of Reform Jewish leaders, particularly the rabbis, 
to discuss with them the needs of the Union and galvanize them into 
action. These rabbis should be urged to spend at least a few days 
in each of our 20 large cities to address the congregations, the 
Sisterhoods, the Brotherhoods, the Youth groups and tell them of 
the Union's and College's program and needs. It was his thought 
that since our leading rabbis are giving so much time to other 
causes they ought not withhold similar cooperation from the Union 
and the College . 

Through the cooperation of Rabbis Trattner and Nussbaum, 
Rabbi Eisendrath met with the representatives of seven congrega
tions that are Reform or tending toward Reform. Three of these 
congregations indicated their intention of joining the Union. 

HOLLYWOOD 

Rabbi Eisendrath met with a group of chaplains who were 
located in the vicinity. Chaplains have a feeling that they are 
being "let down," that the best pulpits that become vacant at this 
time are taken by those rabbis who stayed at home. It is urgent 
that this situation be satisfactorily dealt with. 

At Hollywood, Rabbi Eisendrath had a conference with Mr. Jack 
Skirball, a graduate of the Hebrew Union College who has become 
one of the leading independent producers in Hollywood. Rabbi 
Eisendrath discussed with him a motion picture on the Union and 
College, to tell their drams.tic story and to depict what our insti
tutions have done for America. 

Rabbi Eisendrath also conferred with a certain writer sug
gested to him by Mr. Skirball and subsequently had a meeting with 
both of them. The writer felt that the Union has a striking story 
to tell. Mr. Skirball stated that such a film could not be done 
for less than $100,000 but he offered to supervise the production 
of the film personally if the basic cost, that is, $25,000, would 
be provided. 

SAN ANTONIO - DALLAS - NEW ORLEANS 

In these cities, our leadership, both rabbinical and lay, 
are interested in the Union and will do all that is necessary to 
advance the cause of the Union and the College . 

HOUSTON 

Rabbi Eisendrath met with the Board of Beth Israel and lis
tened again to the charges that had been formally made about the 
Union and the College to which he replied and cleared up many mis
understandings. They now understand the Union's position better 
than they did before. The congregation will continue to fight for 
its point of view, but he had the assurance of both its rabbi and 
president, that it would do so within the ranks of the Union. 
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Emanu-El, the new congregation that has been formed is making 
progress. They already have over 400 members, have purchased a 
site, and have raised a considerable sum of money for a building. 
They had been somewhat disappointed in the Union because, allegedly, 
we did not espouse their cause. Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that 
the Union and College had placed all their facilities at the dis
posal of the new congregation. 

CONCLUSION 

Rabbi Eisendrath concluded his report by emphasizing that we 
are the leaders of a growing and expanding movement and that we 
have a promising future ahead of us. 

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

Resulting from Rabbi Eisendrath's presentation, the following 
specific recommendations were made: 

1. That we implement Rabbi Magnin's suggestion by convening 
a group of rabbis. This should be coordinated with a 
similar project that is being planned by the H.U.C. 

2. Another effort to be made by the Union to urge upon the 
Emergency Placement Committee of the C.C.A.R. to protect 
the interest of the chaplain wherever possible. 

3. With reference to the motion picture project it was the 
opinion of the Board to approve the project in principle. 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that Rabbi Eisendrath's stcry was fasci
nating because he so graphically placed before us the problems 
which confront our institutions. 

Mr. David F. Kahn thought that Rabbi Eisendrath's report 
should be ma.de known to a larger group. 

Rabbi Morgenstern agreed with Mr. Kahn and said that the 
report presented, while of great interest to the Executive Board, 
also has definite meaning for our constituency, that it would give 
them hope in the future of our movement. He suggested that a book
let be published embodying the main results of Rabbi Eisendrath's 
visit to the Coast and distributed to our constituency . 

Mr. Rosenberg suggested that an article on the Western trip 
might be printed in LIBERAL JUDAISM. 

In response to questions by Mr. Kahn and Judge Elsner as to 
whether ideological discussions have affected membership in the 
Union, Rabbi Eisendrath reported that he believes that we have 
weathered the storm, that we have convinced our constituent congre
gations that the Union has taken the proper position. Nowhere did 
he find a congregation that desired to take a poll among its own 
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members on the subject, for the reason that it would split the con
gregation . That is likewise true with regard to the Union. Both 
Zionist and anti-Zionist leaders, excepting the extremists, are 
satisfied with the position that the Union has taken. Individuals 
may decide for themselves as to where they stand ideologically, but 
the congregation as such will take no action . Nor should the Union. 

NFTY APPEALS FOR WORKERS 

Mr. Bernard G. Sang, the President of NFTY gave a short his
tory of the Federation since its birth in 1939. For two years 
thereafter the growth continued by leaps and bounds. Then the war 
came and stopped the growth. 

The Director of the Federation, Rabbi Selwyn Huslander, be
came a chaplain. It was decided then to maintain a .skeleton of 
organization. Miss Helen Goldstrom succeeded Rabbi Huslander, and 
recently she was succeeded by Miss Helen Strauss in the Directorship. 

The movement has been growing in New York. There are twenty
six active Youth groups there. Because Miss Helen Strauss has con
centrated her efforts there, this growth was possible. Mr. Sang 
pointed out that we need professional youth leaders all over the 
country, particularly on the West Coast. He asked the Administra
tive Committee to authorize engaging leaders as soon as they could 
be secured. 

Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that to bridge over our shortage 
of manpower, we are using part-time workers and stated that it 
might be possible to do the same in Chicago at the present time. 

Mr. Rosenberg assured Mr. Sang that he had presented the 
Youth problem forcefully, and that efforts would be made to solve 
the problem. 

OFFER OF A YOUTH CAMP 

A letter was presented from the owner of Camp Osceola of 
Hendersonville, N. c.,stating that he had a well-equipped camp 
which the Union might wish to acquire. It was pointed out that a 
few years ago $5,000 was appropriated for a Youth camp but when the 
war came, no further action was taken in that direction. 

Mr. Sang was authorized to investigate the possibilities of 
Camp Osceola . 

XXXIX COUNCIL 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, the Chairman of the Committee on Time, 
Place and Program of theXXXIX Council reported that originally it 
had been planned to hold the Council of the Union in Chicago during 
this month. 

The O.D.T. asked us to postpone our convention and we, there
fore, decided to hold it in Cincinnati,November 23-26 of this year 
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in conjunction with the 70th anniversary of the organization of the 
Hebrew Union College. Then the O.D.T.'s announcement banning all 
conventions came. Even if the war in Europe should be over soon, 
we may not be permitted to hold our convention in November as 
planned. It might be wise for us to postpone the Council until 
March of 1946. Mr. Goldma.n inquired whether we should aim for 
November of this year or definitely postpone it until March. 

In the discussion it was pointed out that it would require a 
minimum of three or four months to make adequate preparation for a 
Council. It was thought advisable to defer action until the pro
posed meeting of the Executive Board in May and make the decision 
at that time. 

Rabbi Eisendrath called attention to the fact that we ought 
to have a Biennial as soon as possible. The delegates should meet 
and discuss the problems of the Union. It is essential that we 
define our aims and know where we are going. We should have the 
convention in the Fall of this year if we can possibly do so. 

It was voted that we wait until the May meeting of the 
Executive Board before arriving at a definite decision. In the 
meantime, Rabbi Egelson was authorized to try to secure tentative 
dates in Chicago for March of 19#6. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, Chairman of the Committee, reported 
that pursuant to the authority granted to the Committee on Nomina
tions to select a New York resident for membership on the Board of 
the Hebrew Union College, Mrs. Arthur Hays Sulzberger of New York 
was appointed. It was moved and duly carried that this appoint
ment be confirmed. 

In accordance with the action of the Executive Board at its 
meeting on November 26, the Committee on Nominations was authorized 
to suggest additional names of laymen for the Commission on Infor
mation about Judaism. Mr. Goldman reported that his Committee 
presents the following names: Messrs. David L. Ullman, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Jacob D. Dresner, New Orleans, La.; Dr. Louis Levy, Memphis, 
Tenn., and Leonard N. Simons of Detroit, Mich. It was moved and 
duly carried that these gentlemen be elected to membership on the 
Commission on Information about Judaism . 

Mr. Goldman reported that Mr. Louis A. Rosett, the Chairman 
of the Committee on Nominations of the New York Federation of Re
form Synagogues, had presented the following names for election as 
delegates-at-large to the Federation: Jacob Aronson, Alfred R. 
Bachrach, Paul Baerwald, Samuel Bisgyer, Jesse Cohen, Mark Eisner, 
Mrs. Isaac Gilman, Dr. Benjamin B. Greenberg, Lt. Col. Frederick F. 
Greenman, Isaacs. Heller, Dr. Harold Korn, Henry L. Lambert, Hon. 
Irving Lehman, Julius Loeb, Mrs. Albert J. May, Hon. Henry Morgen
thau, Alexander Pfeiffer, Isaac Rittenberg, Carl Rosenberger, Mrs. 
Louis A. Rosett, Louis F. Rothschild, M. L. Seidman, Hon. Meier 
Steinbrink, Roger W. Straus, Benjamin Velt, Mrs. Felix M. Warburg, 
Mrs. Leon L. Watters, Frank L. Weil, and David H. M. Weynberg. 
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It was moved and duly carried that we confirm the election of 
the above named appointees as delegates-at-large to the New York 
Federation of Reform Synagogues. 

ELECTION TO PENSION BOARD 

Because of the recent death of Mr. Ralph W. Mack there is a 
vacancy on the Pension Board . Mr. Mack's term extended to December 
31, 1946. It was moved and duly carried that Rabbi Maurice N . 
Eisendrath fill the vacancy as a member of the Pension Board for 
the unexpired term . 

CONSTITUTION FOR REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that Rabbi Alfred Wolf of Dothan, 
Ala., was working admirably in the states of Georgia, Florida and 
Alabama as part-time regional rabbi. A request has been received 
from that section for organization as a Federation like New York 
and Chicago. They have drafted a constitution modeled after that 
of the other Federations and asked our approval. 

Rabbi Eisendrath spoke of the difficulties that had arisen 
in connection with the constitution of the Chicago Federation. 
Everything was adjusted satisfactorily with one exception and that 
is with reference to funds collected by the Federation. We feel 
that if any Federation has authority to gather funds for any other 
purposes than the Union, it would detract from the centrality of 
the Union. This principle, if expanded, mi ght in course of time 
develop in a submergence of the ne eds of the Union to other causes. 
Furthermore, inasmuch as it is intended to organize other regions, 
it is highly desirable that the constitutions of such large com
munities as New York and Chicago serve as pattern constitutions. 
Rabbi Eisendrath thought there ought to be something in our national 
constitution to cover these points. 

Mr. Goldman pointed out that when the Constitution of the 
New York Federation was prepared, the committee in charge were very 
vigilant regarding the Union's interests. The matter of control of 
funds was one that was resolved satisfactorily. Mr. Goldman felt 
that we should not concur in the provision of the Chicago Federa
tion on the subject of funds and s~ould so advise the Federation . 

Judge Elsner discussed the activities of Rabbi Polish and 
his cooperation with him in the region where Rabbi Polish is opera
ting. In that section there is also a desire to organize and 
Judge Elsner advised Rabbi Polish that before doing so it would be 
necessary to secure the sanction of the Union, so that they could 
organize as part of the Union. 

Rabbi Eisendrath suggested tha.t perhaps we had used wrong 
terminology in the organization of the Chicago and New York Federa
tions. There is a danger that the Federation will be so emphasized 
that the fact that it is part of the Union may be overlooked. He 
stated that that might also apply to our affiliates as well; that 
the connection of some of the affiliates with the Union is not 
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sufficiently stressed. 

Rabbi Morgenstern said that we should anticipate the condi
tions that arise in order to avoid constant friction and suggested 
that a committee should be appointed to solve the problem and pre
pare a model constitution that each region to be established might 
use. It would be pointed out in the constitution that these organi
zations are subdivisions of the Union . 

Judge Elsner suggested that regions might be further sub
divided into divisions or sections or state organizations. 

It was moved and duly carried that we sanction the organiza
tion of the Connecticut Valley division of the U.A.H.C. 

It was moved and duly carried that a committee be appointed 
in accordance with Dr. Morgenstern's suggestion to draw up a model 
constitution for each region. This model constitution would then 
be presented to the Georgia, Florida and Alabama group of congre
gations. 

It was moved and duly carried that the Chicago Federation be 
requested to appoint a committee of three to meet with a committee 
of three from our Executive Board to iron out the difficulty that 
has arisen in connection with the Constitution of the Chicago 
Federation with regard to fund collection. 

STATUS OF MOVE TO COLLEGE CAMPUS 

Mr. Louis L. Kaufman reported that the Executive Board had 
authorized the expenditure of $25,000 for moving the offices of 
the Union to the College campus. In accordance therewith, an archi
tect had drawn up plans, but the W.P.B. refused to approve the 
project because of labor and material shortages. 

It was then suggested that we utilize the Bernheim Library 
building, remodel it and then perhaps, after the war, make an addi
tion to it at a cost of $35,000, or a total cost of $60,000. Mr. 
Bernheim refused permission to utilize the Bernheim Library building 
for any purpose other than that for which it was originally in
tended. Rabbi Eisendrath reported that while on the West Coast he 
had spoken to Mr. Bernheim and had found him adamant on this point. 

• Mr. Kaufman suggested that perhaps a member of the Executive Board 
should see Mr. Bernheim's son-in-law and daughter and explain the 
matter to them and have them carry the message to Mr. Bernheim in 
the near future. 

Upon motion by Mr. David F. Kahn, it was voted that, regard
less of Mr. Bernheim's decision as to the use of the library build
ing, the Union should have its own building on the College campus; 
that in view of the fact that the N.F.T.S. has been working toward 
this goal, we urge the N.F.T.S. to undertake the project now; and 
that a committee of three be appointed to explore the possibilities 
with power to act. 
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NEW YORK PERSONNEL 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that at a meeting of the Committee 
on Salaries, Pensions and Tenures, the retirement of Mr. Arthur 
Meyerowitz was discussed. The Committee agreed that he should be 
continued for a year at full salary, but not on full-time service. 
During that period Mr. Meyerowitz could help in the breaking in of 
a new man. At the end of the year, Mr. Meyerowitz should be re
tired at 40 per cent of his salary. He pointed out that Mr. Meyero
witz had been faithful and conscientious in his devotion to the 
cause of the Union . 

It was moved and duly carried that Mr. Meyerowitz be paid 
his salary in full for a year beginning July 1, 1945; that the're
after he be retired on a pension amounting to 40 per cent of his 
salary, for one year, any renewal thereof to be voted upon annually. 

CHICAGO FEDERATION 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that Rabbi Phineas Smeller, the 
Director of the Federation had become 111 about six months after 
he assumed charge of the Federation. During his illness, we have 
been able to keep the Federation's activities going because Rabbi 
Egelson divided his time between Chicago and Cincinnati. Recently 
Rabbi Smeller has been working on Federation projects from his home 
while Rabbi Egelson was in Cincinnati. Rabbi Smoller's doctor has 
given assurance that Rabbi Smoller will definitely recover, but 
that it may take a few months longer. 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that at one time Rabbi Smoller had 
offered to resign but that his resignation was refused. Rabbi 
Smeller now offers to take a leave of absence without pay. It was 
moved and duly carried that Rabbi Smeller be granted a leave of 
absence for a month with pay. 

TRAINING COMMUNITY REIATIONS PROFESSIONALS 

Dr. Morgenstern explained that because of the growth of com
munity councils there was a tendency to engage men to handle com
munity relations for these councils. The College had been asked 
if it would prepare to give training courses on Jewish background. 
Dr. Morgenstern stated that the College would be ready to give 
such courses as soon as feasible. He reported that those men who 
would be attracted to those courses are now overseas. He had a 
conference with Mr. Richard Bluestein of the Cincinnati Council 
who is to present further information on the subject to Dr. 
Morgenstern. 

Mr. Jaffe pointed out that the professionals working for the 
Community Relations Councils meet at periodic intervals and are 
scheduled to meet in Cincinnati during May. He suggested that if 
they are to meet here, it would be well to have them meet at the 
College. They could at the same time receive lectures on Jewish 
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background. The regular students at the H.U.C. might 
attend lectures devoted to Jewish community problems. 
out that the interests of the Union might be promoted 
assist in some way in ma.king these courses possible. 

likewise 
He pointed 

if it could 

It was moved and duly carried that Rabbi Eisendrath be given 
authority to go into this project further . 

REQUEST FROM BOOK COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

Rabbi Egelson reported that the Jewish Book Council of 
America had asked for a set of our books to be placed in their 
library for the purpose of stimulating Jewish education. It was 
voted that this be referred to Rabbi Eisendrath with the power to 
act. 

REMISSION OF PAST DUES OF NORFOLK CONGREGATION 

Mr. Rosenberg read a letter from the past President of the 
Congregation at Norfolk asking for remission of past dues in order 
that the congregation may begin its relations with the Union with 
a clean slate. Mr. Rosenberg added that the congregation had not 
pa.id dues for a long time but had resumed payment in the last two 
years. 

Dr. Morgenstern thought that since here is to be a new deal 
in the Norfolk congregation it would be wise to forego past dues. 
He added that there was ample opportunity there for the development 
of a splendid congregation. 

It was moved and duly carried that in view of the · new spirit 
of the Norfolk congregation the dues of the congregation be 
remitted. 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR WORLD UNION 
FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 

A letter was presented from the World Union asking for 500 
pounds for continuation of their work. It was pointed out that 
for a number of years our contribution to the World Union was 
$1,500 annually; that this had been reduced to $500 and subsequently 
raised to $750. 

It was moved and duly carried that we communicate with the 
World Union and ask for a statement of its income and expenditures 
and that this report be presented to the Executive Board at its 
next meeting which will probably be held in May. 
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REQUEST FOR APPROPRIATION FOR AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

Mr. Rosenberg presented a letter from the American Jewish 
Conference asking for $3500 for its work. 

Mr. Jaffe pointed out that in the past some of the expendi
tures of the American Jewish Conference were in connection with 
the implementation of the Palestine Resolution. If we are in the 
Conference and are not participating in the Palestine Resolution, 
we should not contribute the money of the Union for that purpose. 
We ought to determine the cost of operations of the American Jewish 
Conference for other purposes than the Palestine Resolution and 
then pay our share. Dr. Morgenstern stated that at this meeting 
we have two requests for subsidies; that there should be a standing 
committee on subventions to study the facts and present them to 
our Board together with recommendations. 

Mr. Rosenberg replied that the Executive Board had authorized 
the appointment of a committee to study such requests for subsidies 
and that he had appointed Judge Elsner as Chairman of that 
Committee. 

Mr. Kahn pointed out that since our own congregations are 
divided on the question of membership in the American Jewish Con
ference we should see that we are in the clear on this subject. 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that as our share of the organiza
tional expense of the Conference the Union gave $2,000 to the 
Conference. 

It was moved and duly carried that we allot to the American 
Jewish Conference $1,000 for the fiscal year 1945-46 . 

STATUS OF FINANCES 

Mr. Rosenberg called on Mr. Jerome L. Levy who reported that 
for the eight months' period through February, our campaign has 
yielded $202,527.69. If we merely repeat during the next four 
months what we received in that period last year, we would close 
the year with receipts of over $300,000. He stated that for the 
past fiscal rear ending June 30, 1944, our campaign receipts 
amounted to $240,290.91. The members of the Committee expressed 
satisfaction with the status of the campaign . 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 

1. Mr. Jaffe stated that authority had recently been iven 
to appoint a sub-committee on Salary, Pensions and Tenures and 
that this connnittee had not as yet reported. 

Mr. Rosenberg replied that three members of the committee who 
were to be present on the day before the last Executive Board 
meeting, November 26, 1944, could not attend and for that reason no 
action was taken. 
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Mr. Kahn suggested that we should ascertain our legal rights 
with reference to government regulations as to increases and that 
the Budget Committee be given an opportunity to review the recom
mendations of the sub-committee. 

2. Rabbi Eisendrath called attention to recent letters sent 
out by a group from Pontiac, Michigan, which had adopted principles 
similar to that of Houston, Texas. Rabbi Glazer had written Rabbi 
Eisendrath that the Pontiac group is a very small one and he 
counseled us to withhold replying to Pontiac. The Board decided 
to follow this counsel. 

3. Rabbi Morgenstern reported that he had had a letter from 
Rabbi Wolsey with reference to the reported conversion of the rabbi 
of Rome, Italy, to Catholicism. Rabbi Wolsey felt that a letter of 
encouragement and hope might be sent to the congregation at Rome. 

It was moved and duly carried tha a committee consisting of 
Rabbis Morgenstern, Eisendrath and Jacob R. Marcus be appointed, 
and that they prepare a statement ~o be sent both to the con rega
tion at Rome and to the press generally. 

ADJOURNED. 

ADOLEH RO ENBERG 
Pres dent 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON 
Administrative Secretary 



UNION OF HMeRI~R.N 

HE;BR.EW ~oNGReGR.T1ON.e -r RABBI MA U R I C E N . BIS ENDRATH , D I REC T OR 

THIRT Y -PO U R WEST SIXTH STR E ET • C INCINNATI 2 , OH I O 

March 5, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

I have returned tremendously stimulated from my 
extensive trip to our ccngregations in the West and 
Southwest. There are many problems to be met, but I am 
defjnitely encouraged by the conviction that there are 
infinite possibilities ahead of us. 

I contemplated calling a small, informal meeting 
of some of my very intimate friends in the Conference, to 
con sider with me some of the matters growing out of my 
recent trip. However, at a meeting of the Executive Board 
oft e Hebrew Union College, h ld the other evening, it 
became quite clear that the immediate opportunities for 
the College must take priority. Consequently, I have 
heartily endorsed the ni6ht letter which is being sent to 
you this evening by Dr. Morgenstein and Dr. eiss. I do 
hope that by this time you have already indicated your 
acceptance. 

This meeting, called by the College, can very 
easily be coordinated with some of the things that I had 
in mind to discuss with you. Consequently, I am going to 
ask you to make every possible effort to remain over in 
Cincinnati - as a guest of the Union and the College - ror 
an additional full day'B discussion of some of the plans 
and procedures for the expansion of our Union program. 
ill you wire me, collect, at once, whether you will spend 

Wednesday, March 21, with us? 

Hoping to have yot1r favorable reply by retir n mail, 
and looking forward to seeing you at that time, I am, as 
ever, 

Yours most cordially, 

MNE:MR 
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Karch 18, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple. 

Cleve1and, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have been in and out of Cincinnati since 
letter. In fact, I 
Chicago and I am going 

I received your last 
am writing this f1·om 
this afternoon to le 
meeting. 

York to the CANRA 

Your statement with regard to Freehof 1 s 
volume is excellent and I shall certainly 
use it for publicity pur oses. 

With kind st ~ ga.rde , I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
/) rJ f ·c;-~ 
~ r;.-. ;'/ 

Administratiie Secretary 

LE: IS 
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that the Conference includes not only official 

tives of Orthodox, Conservative and 

all shades of opinion on the 

Zionist viewpoint is represe 

organizations which have 

of respect 

out 

altho\l-Sh they did 
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May 1, 1945 

Dear Friend: 

During the past year or so you have been 
treated to a veritable flood of congregational 
correspondence hailing from such places as Temple 
Beth Israel in Houston, from Lincoln, Nebraska, and 
from Pontiac, Michigan. Incidentally, the sour~es 
of these communications in Lincoln and Pontiac com
prise tiny groups in no way associated with the 
existent Reform congregations in their respective 
communities and unaffiliated with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

This letter, which I trust you will read in 
its e tirety, despite its reat, thou h unavoidable 
length, 1s prompted by the above mentioned corre
spondence. It has likewise grown out of the 
experiences which have been mine upon an extensive 
trip to the Western and Southwestern states from 
which I have just returned. 

The most important accomplishment of this 
recent visit to our Union congre ations in the 
above mentioned regions was not the increased fi
nancial support of our Joint Union-College Appeal -
although I have every reason to believe that this 
will be most encouraging - but rather the oppor
tunity it afforded me of stating clearly to our 
congregational members and their leaders the present 
policy and program of the Union. Everywhere I 
found gross misconceptions of where the Union 
stands today and where it is seekin to go. These 
misconceptions ranged all the way from sincere mis
understanding in most places to what in some quar
ters I cannot but designate as deliberate misrep
resentation. 

I cannot possibly attempt in this letter to 
deal with all of these allegations, but I should 
like to select just a few, in order to indicate how 
fantastic are some of the rumors that are being 
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fomented and disseminated concerning the College and the Union, 
and how untenable is the basis of much of the agitation to which 
we have been subjected. 

For example, in many places I was challenged by the sugges
tion that the Union should withdraw forthwith from the American 
Jewish Conference. This recommendation, of course, is made in 
sublime innocence of the fact that the Union is not subject to 
the caprice of a few individuals in Cincinnati, but to the will 
of the majority of its member congrege~ions. That majority has 
not as yet signified its desire for withdrawal. On the contrary, 
it has indicated its hearty endorsation of the Union's membership 
in the Conference. The Executive Board of the Union has dealt 
at length with the contention that by membership in the Confer
ence we have "sold out" to the Zionist cause in its extensive 
reply to Congregation Beth Israel of Houston, a copy of which I 
will be happy to forward to you on request. May I supplement 
this, however, by indicating that upon every possible occasion, 
your executive officers have vigilantly safeguarded the position 
of the Union. Our President declined to become one of the Chair
men of the Interim Connnittee of the American Jewish Conference. 
We appointed no representatives on the Palestine Commission. 
When our support was sought for the Conference's espousal of the 
Commonwealth Resolution before the Congress of the United States, 
we indicated that our Executive Board's action precluded our 
acquiescing therein. Our President likewise placed upon the 
official record of the Conference and we gave wide-spread publi
city to an unambiguous statement on the Union's position. Most 
recently, to prevent any possible mis nderstanding of our Union 
position, your President and Director ddressed to the Interim 
Committee of the American Jewish Conference the attached unequivo
cal declaration and insistence upon due public cognizance being 
given to the Union's stand. (Appendix A.} We are happy to report 
that our letter was favorably received and has already been 
positively implemented. (Appendix B.) 

From these few facts, it can be seen that your Executive 
officers have scrupulously safeguarded our Union's interests and, 
in view of our vigorous voicing of our reservations, there should 
be pride rather than prejudice over the fact that we Reform Jews 
have taken our place beside the other religious groups, as well 
as beside the whole composite of American Jewry in this hour of 
our greatest trial. 

The criticisms of the Union, I repeat, ran the entire gamut 
from this assumption that the Union's President or Director could 
at will take the Union out of the Conference - against the ap
parent wish of the majority of our con regations to remain within 
its fold - to the deliberate fabrication that "the Hebrew Union 
College teaches Zionism," "that the College is reverting to 
Orthodoxy," "that all the students at the College worship with 
yarmelkes," "that the Director of our Commission on Jewish Educa
tion will accept no manuscript for publication except if it makes 
Palestine central to its thesis." None of these statements is 
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true, and they are really too absurd to warrant reply. Yet, 
because they have been made the motive for official congregational 
actions and resolutions, because even now they are being circu
lated from congregation to congregation, like some choice morsel 
of village gossip, I would like to deal briefly with them, in 
order to indicate the lengths to which some Jews, supposedly 
espousing the cause of religion, are prepared to go in their 
seeming ze~l to bring into disrepute two most significant re
ligious institutions - the Hebrew Union College and the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. 

Take this "yarmelke business," for example. As much capital 
is being made of this allegation as was made of some of the erst
while Bolshevik scares of yesterday. The fact is that the Colle 
provided the sole asylum for a handful of German refugee rabbini
cal students who, although orientated to Reform Judaism in Ger
many, were not quite as Reform as is the practice in most parts 
of the United States. Yet, some who are constantly proclaiming 
themselves Americans are apparently so un-American as to deny to 
these few students that "freedom of worship" for which ostensibly 
we are shedding so much blood today. 

With regard to the accusation that the Hebrew Union College 
teaches Zionism, it might be pointed out that there is but one 
lone member of the HUC faculty to whom the Zionists would lay 
even a remote claim. The College teaches neither Zionism nor 
anti-Zionism, but Judaism -- the Juda.ism of the Bible, of the 
Talmud, of the philosophers. Nonetheless there are those who 
portray the College as some kind of sinister center of Zionist 
propaganda! 

With regard to the wide-spread insinuations concerning the 
Educational Director of our Commission on Jewish Education, it 
must be pointed out that only about a half dozen out of more than 
250 titles in our religious school catalogue even mention contem
porary Palestine - much less espouse the cause of Zionism. And 
for those who urge the elimination of even these few passages and 
who argue that their inclusion constitutes a betrayal of Reform 
Judaism, we would suggest an application oft e American and 
United Nations' pledge of ''freedom of expression" within our own 
fold. The Central Conference of American Rabbis, by a consider
able majority, has affirmed that "Reform Judaism and Zionism are 
not incompatible. 11 Shall the rights of this majority be alto
gether repudiated by a minority which always has the prerogative 
of omitting such so-called "objectionable" volumes from their 
respective religious school curricula? 

The most striking example of the far-fetched misrepresenta
tion concerning the products of our Commission on Jewish Educa
tion centers in the attack upon one of our most recent publica
tions that was frequently iterated in my presence and regarding 
which I recently received a scathing written denunciation. It 
concerns "The .Stream of Jewish Life," by Mrs. Dorothy Alofsin, 
in which it is alleged that our Reform institutions are "played 
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down" and that it is written with ,.ma.lice toward none." With 
regard to the suggestion that, like other of our recent texts, 
our books are thus written with "ma.lice toward none" because we 
have "an eye to the larger market in the Conservative and Ortho
dox school," we have likewise dealt in our printed reply to 
Temple Beth Israel of Houston. However, may I add parenthetic
ally, that if it be true that our volumes are written with "malice 
toward none, 11 then surely we have made some advance over the 
acrimonious religious hostilities of yesterday. 

It is ironic that this particular book, "The Stream of Jewish 
Life," should be singled out for special malediction, in view of 
the fact that the late lamented Rabbi William Rosenau of Balti
more, one of the most ardent champions of "classical" Reform, and 
one of the leading anti-Zionis.ts, who was Chairman of the Sub
Cornmi ttee on Schools of the Commission on Jewish Education, 
charged with the responsibility of passing on this manuscript, 
categorically stated in a signed letter dated April 26, 1942, 
after reading the manuscript: "I consider the contemplated book a 
valuable and admirable contribution which will be useful not only 
to pupils of the elementary grades but also to our adolescent 
youth and even adults. I had long hoped that the treatment of 
our American Jewish institutions might be presented in interest
ing form, and here we have such - luckily." More specifically 
in reference to this text's treatment of Reform, Rabbi Rosenau 
wrote: "I am very much impressed with her (Mrs. Alofsin's) pre
sentation, from every possible angle - that is, subject-matter, 
factual statements, and literary character." 

I have singled out these few salient examples among many 
others that I encountered on my recent trip and which have been 
adumbrated in recent resolutions on the part of several congre
gations, in order to indicate the danger of taking such congre
gational action without ascertaining the facts and without rant
ing to the accused the fundamental American right of a hearing. 
In not a single instance have those groups who have not hesitated 
to impugn the Americanism of others, granted to any official rep
resentative of the College or the Union the fundamental American 
prerogative of being heard before spreading such false reports 
throughout the country and before publicizj_ng in the general 
Jewish press such allegations as cannot but conspire to the 

·weakening of our religious movement at the very time when it 
should be stren thened. 

May I point out that at virtually every congregational Board 
meeting at which I had the privilege of answering such conten
tions with incontrovertible facts, I was able to convince the 
large majority of our constituents that the course that the Union 
is today pursuing is unassailable and represents the will of all 
but a comparative handful of our members. It was not too diff1-
cult a task to convince the more fair-minded majorities on our 
Boards that of all the institutions and organizations in America 
that are protesting their religious orientation and proclaiming 
themselves the symbol and spokesmen of the religious identity of 
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American Israel, the Union is the only institution which for more 
than seventy years has been doing, 1s doing now, and is determined 
in the future to do the actual work of religion, to implement 
these otherwiseempty protestations. What institution, other 
than the Union, has served so effectively to achieve tangible re
sults in the spiritual realm: to make possible the training of a 
whole generation of American rabbis, to enrich our religious edu
cational program which, despite every critici~m, stands second to 
none in achievement, actually to organize religious schools and 
synagogues, to distribute incalculable quantities of religious 
literature, to bring our religious heritage to hosts of Jews and 
non-Jews alike? The Union's record of tangible religious work 
refutes these barbs of petty criticism. 

I wish it were possible for me to visit immediately every 
congregation within the Union to "accentuate this positive" pro
gram of the Union and to fortify with facts those who lack lmowl
edge and are fed on fictions. Our Boards are being bombarded 
with all manner of literature reflecting the kind of allegations 
referred to above. They receive periodically lengthy and vehe
ment denunciations of institutions which in most instances they 
have learned to respect because of the conspicuous service which 
these institutions - notably the Union of American Hebrew Congre
gations and the Hebrew Union College - have bestowed upon their 
own individual congregations and upon the whole of American 
Israel. They are becoming conf'used by all this cross fire of 
propaganda that is being foisted upon them. Almost daily I re
ceive some communication either from a rabbi, a n officer of a 
congregation, a member of a Sisterhood or Brotherhood Board, 
filled with apprehension lest their or anizations will become 
hopelessly divided upon the issues raised by these continuous 
communications which, because of the similarity of their language 
seem to indicate a common source - a source which for one reason 
or another, seems determined to divide our congregations on the 
local level and to embarrass our Union on the national scene. I 
have been informed that cells are bein organized in many con
gregations, Sisterhoods and Brotherhoods,seeking to have them 
pass similar resolutions against the present policy of the Union, 
as well as to exclude from full membership in their Temples those 
who, according to the official statements of the Union and the 
Central Conference of American Rabbis have every right to be 
within our fold. This way lies anarchy and the kind of chaos 
which Isaac Mayer Wise sought so sedulously to correct a century 
ago by creating the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

Lest by sheer inertia and default we permit this situation 
to degenerate further, and since it is impossible for me within 
the comparatively near future to visit all the congregations for 
the purpose of refuting personally - as I did on my recent Western 
tour - most of these misconceptions and misrepresentations which 
are contributing to all this confusion - I am addressing this 
communication to each and every member of our Boards of Trustees 
within the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, Sisterhoods, 
Brotherhoods, and Youth, in the hope that he or she will regard 
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it as a direct and personal entreaty, to the end that, in accord
ance with the simplest axiom of American justice and of Jewish 
decency, no judgments be passed by our congregations or their 
affiliates until the facts are known. More particularly, I am 
urgin~ each responsible con~regational leader not to precipitate 
any o ficial action within is con~regation that has to do with 
the controversial questions allude to above until his delegates 
will have had the opportunitb full{ and freely to debate these 
issues at the next Biennial ounci of the Union. 

I ask this in full recognition of the absolute and unques
tionable autonomy which every congregation in the Union enjoys 
and without which there could be no Union . Nonetheless, I am 
earnestly requesting a deferment of action until after the next 
Biennial Council which we hope will be held next fall, in con
nection with the seventieth anniversary of the founding of the 
Hebrew Union College, here in Cincinnati - the heart and center 
of Reform Judaism in America. The Program Committee of the 
forthcoming Biennial has long since planned to place this entire 
matter foremost on the agenda. Not merely the subject of Reform 
Judaism's attitude toward Zionism and the Union's relationship to 
the American Jewish Conference will be thoroughly discussed, but 
the future course of Reform: whether it is to remain wedded to 
the Pittsburgh Platform of 1885, whether it is to be limited to 
tne Columbus Statement of Principles of 1937, or whether it will 
move forward toward some new program; whether it shall be re
strictive or expansive; whether it will continue its present 
course which some mistakenly call a "reversion to Orthodoxy'' or 
become even more clas ically Reform -- all this will be the 
essence of what will undoubtedl be the most crucial and decisive 
Biennial Council in the Union's history. 

It will seriously jeopardize the understanding with which we 
must approach these challenging issues, if in the meantime our 
congregations are going to be divided by acrimonious debate and 
if our Union is to be impeded in its tremendous positive program 
by rancor and bitterness, by unilateral action on the part of • 
individual congregations, each anarchically doing what is right, 
in its own sight, but what, as far as I have been able to ather 
by extensive personal contact and voluminous correspondence, is 
considered woefully wron in the sight of the majority of its 
sister congregations. 

If then, we have any confidence in the American tradition 
of democracy, I believe my plea for an armistice and for a post
ponement of any congre ational action on the specific subjects 
discussed in this letter will be heeded. There is really so 
much of a constructive character that the Union is achieving and 
that it has immediately before it, that we dare not be deflected 
from this, our essential purpose, by internecine strife based 
upon false rumors and upon unwarranted distortion of the facts. 

I trust that you will regard this letter as the intimate 
message to yourself personally that I intend it to be. However, 



although I wish you to regard it as personal, it is by no means 
confidential. I would appreciate your sharing its contents with 
as many of your fellow members as is possible. 

Hoping that I may have Kour personal reply assuring me that 
we may count upon your whole- earted assent to my suggestion that 
we defer these controversial matters until the Biennial and that 
we proceed full speed ahead on our positive religious and educa
tional program that the Union was created to foster and to 
further, I am 

MNE:JA 

1r➔ff~:~fdt 
Maurice N. Eisendrath 

Director 
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D D C • 1 ear r . u _ ~ ve r : 

May 4, 1945 

I am calling a meeting of the Executive 
Board of the Union at the Hotel Stevens, Chicago , 
Sunday, June 3, 1945 at 9:30 A.M. 

Matters of great importance will be con
sidered by our Board and I hope you will set 
other business aside and arrange to attend the 
meeting. 

On Sunday evening we are to be the guests 
at a dinner that is being arranged by the Chicago 
Federation of Reform Synagogues. The Chicago 
Federation is making excellent strides and its 
value to the Union is becoming more apparent 
every day. By our full attendance at the dinner , 
we will indicate our support of their endeavors 
and show our appreciation of the fine work they 
are doing. 

I hope you will be able to attend the even
ing dinner also. 

AR:JA 

P.S. 

With kind greetings, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 

Adolph Rosenberg 
President 

Should you desire a reservation at the 
Stevens Hotel, please let us know. 
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Dear Dr. Eisendrath: 

May 
Seventh 

1945 

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your interest
ing letter of May first addressed to Board members, 
of Temples, Brotherhoods and Sisterhoods, and deal
ing with some very pertinent problems confronting 
the Reform Congregations of America. Pursuant to 
your sincere request for a reply, I am doing so in 
hopes that you will in turn read this letter. 

At the outset I mu~t say that my reaction to the 
whole tenor of your letter is that you are putting 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations on the 
defensive, and implicit in such an approach is ad
mission of some of the alleg~tions contained in the 
conmnmications from the Temples in Houston, Pontiac, 
Lincoln and others, wh ch I am sure you did not mean 
to do. It further occurred to me that it ill be
hooves the dignified Union to cast aspersions on 
the congregations of Lincoln and Pontiac because of 
their "tiny 6roups 11 

- they are small because there 
is a minimum nu~ber of Reform Jews in those cities 
and certainly "size" and "numbers" per sea.re not 
conclusive. When the sainted Isaac Mayer Hise 
began preaching reform Judaism in this country he 
had but a: f0w adherents - a trtiny group," and other 
;roat movements in the World's history started with 

tiny groups" - Lincoln and Pontiac should not be 
condemned because of their size - "Good things come 
in small packages." 

This is written without regard a~ to whether I om 
in a6recmcnt or disagreement with the alms of those 
congregationD who have adopted the "basic principles" 
but stems from your own plea for "freedom" and for 
"democracy" and certainly inherent in these priceless 
liberties, is the right for Houston, Pontiac, Lincoln 
or wh~tever other communities so desire, to adopt a 
form of worship agreeable to "their majority" ond ao 
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Po.gc Two or Mr. Tonkon's lotter to 
Dr. Eisondrath, dated May 7, 1945. 

• 

your illustrious prcdeces3or Rabbi Edward Isrnel 
said nt the Bi-ennlal in Cincinnati: 

" .••. there are unfortunately in the 
de-Judaized German community the 
many who arc frantic and bewildered, 
devoid of the sense of the religious 
message of Israel which--i:i!'ds man, if 
needs bc;-to suffer death for--n:le 
positive values Y!£ hold dear." 

Among the "misconception::1 11 which you say you found 
on your recent tour was "the sugJestion that the 
Union should withdraw forthwith from the American 
Jewish Conference." You then proceed to explain 
tho.t some nebulous "majority" has not indicated its 
desire for withdrawal. Yet in your Appendix "A", 
which is a copy of a letter from l,:r. Adolph Rosenberg, 
President of the Union, to the Interim Committee of 
the American Jewish Conference, there is ample evi
dence thnt suggcntions for the Union's withdrawal 
arc not made "in sublime innocence." The constituent 
congregations of the Union were never consulted as 
to whether the Union should become a member in the 
first instance, nnd after the firat memorable meeting 
of the Conference, in answer too letter the congro
gationo nnd board membcrc received from Mr. Rosenberg, 
asking then whether the Union chould withdraw, I re
plied, tho.t since the Union did not ask the congroga
tiona in the fir8t instance, whether the Union 8hould 
become a member of the Conference, there was no need 
now to a.ck the congrego.tiorl~ whether the Union zhould 
withdraw, but that if the Union was thercpresentn
ti,re of the Reform religiouo group in America, they 
had no alternative but to withdraw, because the chief 

• plank of tho Confcrence-;-was the urging of a Jewish 
Political state and us ouch was incompatible with the 
thinking of the largest segment of Reform Jews of 
America. 

It is difficult to be such n small part of the Confer• 
ence as the Union ls (with its rejection of the Politi
cal otat0 plank, because of "divers! ty of opinion within 
the ranks") o.nd not suffer the misrepre:;entations of the 
officials of the Conference, when they indicate they 
are speaking for ell Jews on everything in tholr pro
gram, as objected to in Mr. Rosenberg's letter 
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Page Three of Mr. Tonkon's letter to 
Dr. Eioendrath, dated May 7, 1945. 

(your Appendix "A"). Despite this letter they 
further vociferously expressed themoolvcs in recent 
days at the San Francisco United Notions Conf~rence. 
The tone of the telegram (your Appendix "B") from 
the American Jewish Conference to tho U. s. Secretory 
of State is perfunctory. It is ctrnnge that when 
they purport to represent nll the Jews, the Confer
ence blants it from the housetops ~nd in all the 
newspapers, and when in order to further coddle the 
Union and enjoy the prestige of its continued mem
bership in the Conference, they make explanations 
inn single telegram to the Secretary of State with
out any semblance of wider publicity. Regardlecs of 
this, however, it merely follovs the technique of a 
group of Jews in America who arc determined against 
all odds to continue their self-appointed leadership 
and spokesmanship for all Jews, and as aptly stated 
in Morris L. Ernst's new book "The Beot is Yet," 
when he said: 

"The anti-ser.iitic forces have been aided by 
the lack£!. Jewish leadership. Between 
Stephen Wise, vith his flamboyant bravery, 
and Joseph Proskauer, with hi brilliant 
timidity, there is little forthright leader
ship. On the one hand, there is extreme 
frightened racial consciousness and on the 
other, a policy of cloning eyes whispering 
hush hush." {I know thnt Judge Proskauer 
withdrew his American Jewish Committee from 
the Conf'erence. ) 

It follows indubitably therefore that if the Union 
seeks a neutral position if' not an o.ffirmatTvc one, 
then it should definitely and forthwith withdraw 
from the Amorico.n Je~ish Conference, and continue 
at least that far in its traditional representation 
of Reform Judaism,~ thus leave !!2. ambiguity as 
to how much or how little of the Conference program 
it support~ or refutes. Such action would end the 
necessity for explanations, retractions, otcetora. 
which can go on ad infinitum. Furthermore from n 
practical point of view, it is difficult for the 
Union to continue it3 membership on a hyphenated 
basis, and if the Union withdrew tho Sisterhood 
would withdraw, which is o.s it should b·c. 
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A~ for other "misconception8," I believe you under
estimete the intelligence of the American Jewish 
Connnunity when you dismiss as "a deliberate fabri
cation" the charge that Zionism and the influence 
of Zionist leadership is creeping into the Union 
and its affiliates. People form conclusions from 
a series of circumstances, events, utterances, 
etcetera, and even in law, people are found guilty 
on what is termed "circumstancial evidence." So it 
is with those of us who feel that the "Zionist" 
charge is not a "deliberate falsehood." The direc-
tor of the Commission on Jewish Etlucntion, which you 
refer to is an avowed militant Political Zionist, by 
his own admission, and it would be expecting something 
superhuman of this erudite teacher, if in the last 
twenty years when he has been in charge of the 
Educational Commission of the Union, he would not 
even unconsciously permit the text books to become 
infiltrated with Zionist philosopbiez . Further, 
even the venerable President of the Hebrew Union 
College has seen fit in recent months to modify his 
hitherto strong reelings on the incompatibility of 
Political Zionism and Reform Judaism, and is there 
any remote connection rith the fact, that one of 
the recent additions to the Board of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis, a fine young Rabbi, 
who just before being elected to the board resigned 
as a member of the Board of the Americnn Council 
for Judnism. These happenings and many more are 
ominous signs, bnsos for conclusions on the part of 
many peopl0 not all of whom indulge in "del1berote 
fabrication" or o.re in "sublime innocence." 

There is a definite place for the Union and all its 
affilintes in the lives of Americans of the Jewish 
raith - it hnn justified ouch a conclusion by its 
long successful history of implementation of Reform 
Jewish life in America. However, it is not omnipo
tent, it is governed by humans who ore subject to nll 
the pressures, influences, capricos nnd frailties of 
man. As such there has been if not a depnrturo from 
ita traditional moorings, a r~ilurc in the true mean
ing of Reform to go forward, to be as you indicnte 
"positive." 
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For that reason I cannot ngreo with your insistent 
plea to shut off discussion now but wait for the 
Bi-ennial. In your own words of "confidence in the 
American tradition of democracy," you should encour
age full nnd complete discussion of all pertinent 
matters concerning the Union - its succcnse3, its 
failures, its Conference membership, its inculcation 
of Zionist philosophy, .etcetero. etcctero. - between 
nov, a.nd the time for the Bi-ennio.l, not only because 
such discussions will serve to crystallize thought 
for nction at the Bi-ennial but in cncoura~ng these 
discussions !!E!!. about Union problems you c nrge the 
scope of interest!!:!,~ Union itself. 

In attempting to quell discussion now, you leave 
yourself open to the conclusion, tho.t you fear the re
sult of these discussions - that they might prove some 
of the allegations you heard, o.nd that if you thwart 
current discussion, you give yourselves o.n opportunity 
to better organize ani possibly "stack" the Bi-ennial 
with delegates of your persuasion in the issues in
volved. Furthermore it must be r membered that at 
best not more than 1000 delegates will attend - why 
deny the hundreds of thounands of others an opportunity 
for discussing these matters, coming to some conclusions 
nnd fortifying their delegates with the results of 
these thoughts and conclusions - that surely is 
"confidence in the Amoricnn tro.dition of Democracy." 

~ittingly or unwittingly the Union created these 
"controversial" issues o.nd now you ask the Union's 
constituency to abstain from discussing them. 

I hope very much thc.t you will -accept this letter in 
th0 sntoo spirit in which it was written o.nd in the same 
spirit in which I read your letter, and while I do not 
mean for this to begin an endless exchn~e of corres
pondence (only because I am in business an:l you have 
other things to do) still I would appreciate o.n early 
r~ply from you, with an indication thnt discussion of 
tho issues involved between now and the Bi-ennial, 
arc in the spirit of "freedom" "democracy" :1nd if you 
please II Judaism" ( as Isaiah to. ught it) o.nd should • 
definitely be encouraged so that the Union from the 
forthcoming Bi-ennial. cnngo.in new strength,~ 
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energy and a recrudescent spirit 1£ build nnew as 

the poot sn'Id: 

"Build thee moro statoly mnnsions, 0 my soul, 
As the swift sonsons rolll 
Lenve thy low-vnulted past! 

Let each new temple, nobler than tho last, 
Shut thee from heaven with n dome more vast, 

Till thou at length are free, 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's 

unresting see.I" 

With kindest personal regards, I nm, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) I. Edward Tonkon 

Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, Director 
The Union of American Hebrew Congre3ations, 

34 ~est Sixth Street, 
Cincinnati, 2, Ohio 



I. EDWARD TONKON 
SANGER BROTHERS 

DALLAS 2, TEXAS 

May 25, 1945 

Dear riend: 

I am sure that you received a copy of Dr Mau ice N. EiseJXlrath's let
ter of May 1st, discussing his recent trip through the West an:l the 
Southwest and giving some of his observations These observations are 
no entirely consonant with the feelings of a great segment of Reform 
Jews in the area he visited and elsewhere. Pursuant to his request 
I answered as per enclosed copy. 

Since then on May 4th, he ga e an interview to the New York Times, in 
which he said among other things about a "New Pattern of American 
Judaism may emerge:" 

'' .•• the Central Conference of .American Rabbis, representing 
Rabbinical leadership has veered very definitely from its 
.former anti-Zionist position •.... " and 

"While agreeing hat Palestine must play some part in the 
world Jewish life, he explained •we have not become Zionist 
but we ha e cease to be anti-Zionist.'" (Underscoring is mine) 

It occurs to me that these kind of statements made by people cloaked 
with officialdom in the Union are quite uni'air to a very large segment 
of the Union's membership. Utterances of this character have been too 
.frequent - they corroborate my contentions in the reply to 
Dr. Eisendrath's lette that the Union has wittingly or unwittingly 
been placed in the posi ion or being definitely partisan on the 
Political Zionist issue - notwithstanding its denial of support ot the 
Palestinian plank 1n the platform of the American Jewish Conference. 

It further seems to me that with all that has transpired the Union has 
but one obligation to ~ts constituents and that is to forthwith with
draw from membersli1p in the Americ£n Jewish Conference arxl simultane
ously reannoun e its starur-as the citadel of the tenets of traditional 
American Reform Juaaism, and thus resump its important ro!e as the re
presentative o? tISeraI Judaism in Amerlca;-anc1 re-soliglfi tnerorces 
ot Reform J'udirsm In lnierlca. -Further lnfiltratlon wl1i cnaiigi com
iueteiy Its lilstorlc pince as he guardian ot, "a liberal religious 
faith measured to the breadth of American Democrac7" and referring to 
the sa!nted 'Isaac Mayer \Vlse "Ire preached that Jews must be of the 
bone and sinew of Axnerican life, not separate rrom it. WI'ieruiallenge::1 

tt spiritual as well as pn7,slcal: ghettos built by enemies aril "" 
built !?z. Jews themselves' - from the b ochure issued by th 
the"past ow weeka entitled "After 70 Years." 

In the interests of keeping the Union strong and virile for the p -
poses for which it was originally organized, ond with cordial greet-~~ 
I am, 

IET:B 
Enc. 

Sincerely yoll's,~--
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

Chicago, Illinois 
June 3, 1945 

Pursuant to the call of the President of the Union, Mr. Adolph 
Rosenberg, the Executive Board of the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations met at the Hotel Stevens, Chicago, on Sunday, June 3rd 
at 10:00 A.M. 

The President, Mr. Rosenberg presided and Rabbi Louis I. 
Egelson, Administrative Secretary, recorded the Minutes. 

The following members of the Board were present: Messrs. 
Lester D. Alexander, Jesse Cohen, Gustave A. Efroymson, Rabbi 
Maurice N. Eisendrath, Irvin Fane, Harry Freund, Lee M. Fried.ma.n, 
Robert P. Goldman, Edgar N. Greenebaum, Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, Mrs. 
Hugo Ha.rt118nn, Dr. S. s. Hollender, David F. Kahn, Eldon s. Lazarus, 
Rabbi Louis L. Mann, James H. Miller, Rabbi Julian Morgenstern, 
Adolph Rosenberg, A. L. Saltzstein, Bernard G. Sang, Eugene B. 
Strassburger, and Melville s. Welt. Mr. Jerome L. Levy, Finance 
Director and Mr. Hyman Kanter, Accountant of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, were also present. 

Mr. Rosenberg called on Rabbi Louis L. Mann who opened the 
meeting with prayer. 

Mr. Rosenberg greeted the members of the Board. He welcomed 
as guests Judge Charles c. Simons of Detroit and the following mem
bers of the Executive Committee of the Chicago Federation of Reform 
Synagogues who had been invited to attend the meeting: Messrs. 
Maurey M. Ball, Mrs. Max Biesenthal, David H. Brill, Archie H. 
Cohen, Rabbi G. George Fox, Oscar Hollander, Mrs. Harry I. Iverson, 
Nathan A. Joffe, Max R. Schrayer, Charles Simon and Rabbi Phineas 
Smeller. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Mr. Rosenberg announced the passing of Mr. Isaac W. Bernheim 
who had been a member of the Executive Board for many years and had 
given the Bernheim Library Building to the Hebrew Union College. 
In respect to the memory of Mr. Bernheim the Board stood for a 
minute in silence. 

It was moved and duly carried that a committee be appointed 
to draw up resolutions in memory of Mr. Bernheim. 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that a committee with Mr. Theodore D. 
Peyser as Chair118n, had been appointed to prepare resolutions in 
memory of Maurice D. Rosenberg. The resolutions were not ready for 
presentation. 



• 

2. 

DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Director of the Union, presented 
a report covering the activities of the Union for the period since 
the last meeting of the Executive Board, November 26, 1944. (Ap
pendix "A" - printed pamphlet, coming under separate cover.) 

At the conclusion of his report, it was decided to consider 
his recommendations later in the meeting. 

CHANGE OF NAME FOR THE UNION 

Mr. Rosenberg stated that the Committee on Change of Name for 
the Union is not yet ready to present its report. The Chairman of 
the Committee, Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, could not attend the meet
ing of the Executive Boa.rd. He had been in correspondence with the 
members of his committee but was not prepared to present its de
cision. 

REVISION OF CONSTITUTION 

Mr. Irvin Fane, Chairman of the Committee on Revision of the 
Constitution of the Union, expressed his thanks to the members of 
the Executive Board who had sent in their suggestions for revision. 
He stated that his committee had met in Chicago, Friday afternoon 
an~ Saturday evening, June 2nd, to consider the relationship of the 
affiliates to the Union as well as the suggestions that had been 
made for revision. There are a number of points still to be de
cided. In the meantime, a revised tentative draft will be sent to 
the members of the Executive Boa.rd for their future consideration 
~nd suggestions. He expressed the hope that at the next meeting of 
the Boa.rd in the Fall of the year, the complete draft may be ready 
for submission. 

Mr. Rosenberg expressed the thanks of the Board to Mr. Fane•s 
Committee and particularly to Mr. Fane himself for the tremendous 
amount of time and effort that he had devoted to the preparation of 
the new constitution. 

JOINT CAMPAIGN OF THE UNION AND COLLEGE 

In the absence of Mr. Roger W. Straus, National Chairman of 
the Combined UAHC-HUC Campaign, his report was read by Mr. Jerome L. 
Levy, Fina.nee Director. {Appendix "B") 

Upon motion by Mr. Fane it was voted that the report be re
ceived with thanks and filed. 

BUDGET FOR 1945-46 

The Chairman of the Union Budget Committee, Mr. David F. Kahn, 
asked Rabbi Louis I. Egelson to read the report of the Committee. 
(Appendix "C") 

Provision ie ma.de for the expenditure of $311,871 for the 
fiscal year beginning July 1, 1945 as against an estimated income 
for the same period of $311,900. 



Upon motion duly carried the report was received with thanks 
and approved. 

THE NEXT BIENNIAL OF THE UNION 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, Chairman of the Committee on Time, 
Place and Program of the next Biennial convention of the Union, pre
sented the report of his Cammi t tee. (Appendix ''D") 

He also read a letter that had just been received from the 
sales manager of the Statler Hotel at Cleveland indicating that the 
hotel could clear the last week of April, 1946, for our convention. 

Upon motion by Mr. Edgar N. Greenebaum, it was moved that the 
report of the Committee be adopted to hold the convention early in 
March in Cincinnati and that the Administrative Committee be given 
power to adjust time and place according to circumstances as they 
may develop. 

RECOMMENDATIONS IN DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Rabbi Morgenstern suggested that, if feasible, in the future 
the report of the Director be sent to the members of the Executive 
Boa.rd in advance of the meeting. 

I. Synagogue Loan Fund 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that the new congregation in the 
Wynnfield District of Greater Philadelphia is ma.king progress. 
The Administrative Committee of the Union had voted a loan of 
$7,500 to the congregation to assist it in purchasing a home to 
be converted into a synagogue. 

Upon motion by Mr. James H. Miller, the Executive Board rati
fied the action of the Administrative Committee. 

With reference to the recommendation that a sum be set 
aside as a. synagogue loan fund, Mr. Alexander suggested that 
such a fund might be used in connection with utilizing the ser
vices of returning chaplains in the organization of new congre
gations. 

Mr. Kahn thought that if a resolution were passed establish
ing such a fund, a. limit should be set upon it. He added that 
if the Union did not have the money, it could be borrowed. 

Rabbi Julian Morgenstern called attention to the fact that 
now that a precedent had been established, we would undoubtedly 
hear from other congregations ma.king similar requests for loans. 
He thought that we must have definite rules and therefore sug
gested that a committee be appointed for governing the project 
in the future. 

Mr. Lee M. Friedman envisaged a large field of activity in 
the direction of encouraging congregations to organize. He 
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stated that the American Unitarian Association goes very far in 
this direction. They even buy a church building or build one 
where they think such is necessary. The whole matter ought to 
be considered as a project of starting new congregations he 
thought, and the Union ought to take the initiative in some in
stances and finance such projects. 

Mr. Eugene Strassburger thought that this is one 
investments that the Union could make since it is a 
object of the Union to establish new congregations. 
to meet the situations as they arise. 

of the best 
primary 

We ought 

Mr. Goldman thought that the project could be handled by the 
Administrative Connnittee, that rules would be gradually evolved 
as conditions arise. 

Mr. Ka!lll thought that one rule might be that no money should 
be advanced to existent congregations and the amount should be 
limited in proportion to the total to be utilized for the es
tablishment of a new congregation. 

Rabbi Morgenstern pointed out that already two rules had been 
suggested since the subject came under discussion. He felt that 
many requests that will come to the Union may have to be re
jected; and 1 therefore, a set of rules is necessary. 

Upon motion by Rabbi Morgenstern it was moved and duly 
carried that a special committee be appointed to draw up rules 
for a Synagogue Loan Fund and to report to the Administrative 
Committee in sixty days. 

II. Motion Picture Project 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that the cost of the motion picture 
which he had in mind for the Union and the College would cost 
about $25,000; that Jack Skirba.11 said it should be done well 
if at all. The first thing necessary is the writing of the 
scenario which would cost about $2,500. The scenario should be 
done during the Summer or early Fall, then possibly a committee 
could make a special appeal for this work. 

Mr. Lazarus inquired whether it would be desirable to include 
other organizations in this project. It ought to be considered 
from the public relations angle. 

Rabbi Eisendrath responded that if we asked other organiza
tions to join with the Union in financing the picture, we could 
not emphasize the work of the Union and the College as we des1re. 

Mr. Sang asked what we intend to do with the completed pic
ture, whom will we try to convince? 

Mr. Rosenberg responded that it would serve to build up the 
prestige of our movement and its institutions and will win a 
favorable attitude in connection with our efforts for a larger 
measure of support. 



5. 

Mr. Lazarus thought that we might approve the writing of the 
scenario and then determine whether it is desirable to go ahead 
with the motion picture. 

Dr. Hollender stated that in some instances the motion pic
ture producers became so interested in certain projects such as 
we contemplate that they themselves financed them. 

Mr. Fane thought well of the whole project and expressed the 
hope that the Union would not "miss the boat'' in this connection. 

Upon motion by Mr. Lazarus it was voted to appoint a commit
tee to explore the whole field and that the Union appropriate 
$2,500 for the scenario and then later to determine whether it 
is desirable or not to go ahead with making the picture. 

The meeting adjourned for lunch and voted to 
reconvene at 1:30 P.M. 

III. Endorsement of Program for Securing Unaffiliated. 
' 

At the suggestion of Rabbi Eisendrath, Mr. Rosenberg called 
upon Mr. Max Schrayer to speak of the preliminary work being 
done by the committee that 1s considering the project of estab
lishing new congregations. 

Mr. Schrayer pointed out that the Commission had divided its 
work under three headings: 

a. In big cities where more Reform congregations could 
be organized. 

b. In the small cities where new congregations could be 
established. 

c. To encourage labor groups to affiliate with our Re
form congregations. 

Mr. Rosenberg pointed out the advisability of having more 
rather than fewer congregations in large cities so that rabbis 
can do more effective work in their congregations. He would 
discourage the movement to merge congregations. He added that 
we have reached the stage where we must strengthen our Reform 
institutions. Religion must become more influential on life in 
general. If we have a point of view we must fight for that 
point of view and must endeavor to secure more adherents. 

Various members of the Board spoke of the conditions in their 
own communities with regard to the possibility of the forma.tion 
of new congregations. 

Upon motion by Mr. Alexander it was voted that we endorse 
the program for securing the unaffiliated. 
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IV. Union Week 

Rabbi Eisendrath spoke of his desire to have a number of co
ordinated programs in our several communities, on behalf of the 
Union and the College, during one particular week. It would be 
a religious emphasis week during which our rabbis and many of 
our laymen would spend a few days on a visit to another com
munity. 

Upon motion by Rabbi Morgenstern, approval of the project was 
voted. 

v. Cooperation with J.I.R. 

Rabbi Eisendrath pleaded for a coordination of efforts with 
the J.I.R. He felt that some aspects of our program could pro
perly be linked up with New York on the basis that ours is a 
national enterprise. 

Dr. Morgenstern pointed out that a few years ago an effort 
was ma.de to merge the H.u.c. and the J.I.R. in to one institu
tion, that a program of amalgamation had been drawn up which was 
submitted to the Boards of both institutions. The negotiations 
came to naught. He was in favor of the principle as enunciated 
by Rabbi Eisendrath, but suggested that it be referred to the 
Board of Governors for consideration. 

It was moved by Rabbi Morgenstern and duly carried that Rabbi 
Eisendrath's recommendation should be rephrased so as not to 
commit the College in advance and should be recommended to the 
Board of Governors for sympathetic consideration. 

VI. Memorandum to Synagogue Council 

Rabbi Eisendrath spoke of a memorandum that had been approved 
by the Union representatives on the Synagogue Council. (Ap
pendix "E ") 

He explained that the Council should be a coordinating body 
rather than a functional one. 

Upon motion by Rabbi Mann it was voted that we assent to the 
principle enunciated by the Director, and approved by the Union 
representatives on the Synagogue Council; that we are opposed 
to the Synagogue Council going out for a drive for funds at the 
present time and that we notify our congregations of our action. 

VII. Joint Conference-Union Commission on Justice and Peace 

Rabbi Eisendrath explained that almost every church group has 
such an organization. 

Mr. Goldman recalled that some years ago the Union had a 
Joint Commission with the Conference and that he had expressed 
the thought at a public meeting that the rabbis should be more 
advanced in their social thinking than the laymen. 



Rabbi Morgenstern pointed out that today there is a tremen
dous competition in the formulation of fundamental principles 
and that the Union must move forward in every field. We must 
have a progressive point of view. The rabbis should point the 
way and the laiety should follow. 

Upon motion by Mr. Fane it was voted that we authorize Rabbi 
Eisendrath to explore the possibility of a Joint Commission. 

Mr. Greenebaum complimented Rabbi Eisendrath on his splendid 
report and moved that copies be printed and sent to the Board 
members of our affiliated congregations and that extracts of the 
report in four-page leaflets be made available to the membership 
of our congregations if they desire it. The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

THE JONESBORO PROPERTY 

In the absence of Mr. Herbert c. Oettinger, the Chairman of 
the Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds, Rabbi Egelson read the 
report of the Committee with particular emphasis on the Jonesboro 
property. (Appendix "F") It was moved and duly carried that the 
report be received with thanks and that the action therein be ap
proved. 

RABBINICA~ PENSIONS 

Mr. Rosenberg explained the plan of the Union's addition to 
the Rabbinical Pension Fund; namely, that each year a certain sum 
be allocated to the Pension Fund from the proceeds of the Joint Cam
paign. He recommended that we allocate $2,000 to the Pension Fund 
for this past year. 

Rabbi Gup called attention to the arm.zing success of the Pen
sion Fund since it had been inaugurated. One hundred and fifty 
rabbis are now enrolled in the plan. He pointed out that rabbis 
and congregations are counting on the Union to enlarge the Pension 
Fund and pleaded that this subject be not derogated to a minor place 
on the Union's program. 

Mr. Rosenberg added that the Union is desirous of showing the 
rabbis that we are with them in spirit and will increase the alloca
tion to the Pension Fund as the proceeds from our campaign increase. 

Upon motion by Rabbi Morgenstern it was voted that $2,500 be 
allocated for this fiscal year to the Pension Fund. 

APPLICATION FOR AFFILIATION FROM PONTIAC CONGREGATION 

Mr. Rosenberg read the letter of application for affiliation 
which had been received from the American Reform Jewish Congregation 
of Pontiac, Michigan. 
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Mr. Goldman moved that action on the application be deferred. 
Mr. Eldon Lazarus moved as a substitute that the application be de
clined on the ground that there is no room in such a sma.11 connnunity 
as Pontiac for two Reform congregations. Mr. Lazarus' substitute 
motion was lost. Mr. Gold.ma.n's motion was carried. Mr. Lazarus 
asked to be recorded in the negative. 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

A letter from the President of Temple Sinai in New Orleans, 
addressed to Mr. Eldon Lazarus, requesting that the Executive Board 
withdraw the Union from the American Jewish Conference was presented. 

Mr. Lazarus stated that the Executive Board of the Union had 
taken action to refer the matter of membership in the American 
Jewish Conference to the next Biennial. When the Executive Board 
entered the Conference it was the thought that the Conference would 
meet and then dissolve. Some delegates went to the second meeting 
of the Conference under protest and have declared that they would 
go to no further meetings. The Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions is strictly a religious body. Zionism today is an avowed 
movement political in scope. Since the ma.in purpose of the Con
ference is Zionistic, the Union should withdraw from the Conference. 

Mr. Lazarus moved that the Union withdraw its membership from . 
the American Jewish Conference. • 

Mr. Goldman pointed out that the Executive Board entered the 
Conference with reservations and voted favorably on all Resolutions 
adopted by the American Jewish Conference with the exception of the . 
Palestine Resolution. The protests that are being received from 
various sources are based on the misunderstanding of the purposes 
of the Conference. The Conference was called into being for three 
purposes: 

1. To adopt a united policy which American Jews should uphold 
on the position of the Jews in the post-war world. 

2. To try to reach an agreement on the Palestinian program. 

3. To appoint delegates to present these points of view, as a 
united Jewish voice, to the Peace Conference. 

The Conference's Resolutions on Rescue and Rehabilitation were 
equally as important as the Palestinian question, but they did not 
get the same publicity. It would be a tragic mistake for the Union 
to withdraw from the Conference. It would place us outside the 
stream of Jewish life; it would condenm us to extinction. If our 
feelings do not go out to the suffering Jews of the world; if we do 
not realize that it is merely an accident of history that we are 
here and not there; if we do not join with our brethren everywhere, 
we should be read out of the Jewish fold. 

Mr. Goldman stated further that he fought the Palestine Reso
lution at the Conference and still disagrees with the Conference, 
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but we have got to stay in because of the ma.ny important problems before us. 

Mr. Strassburger pointed out that there were five hundred deJegates at the Conference; that he cast a vote against the Palestine Resolution but that he still feels that the Union should stay in the Conference. 

Mr. Lazarus' motion was lost without a dissenting vote. 
Rabbi Morgenstern pointed out that this question has come up frequently at the Executive Board and tha.t we concluded each time that the best thing for the Union to do is to remain in the Conference and continue to publicize its stand of neutrality on the Palestine Resolution. He felt that congregations should be informed that the matter was considered at four separate meetings of our Executive Board. 

Upon motion by Mr. Friedman, it was voted that a connnittee of three consisting of Mr. Rosenberg, Rabbi Eisendrath and Mr. Goldman be appointed to draft a formal statement presenting the position of our Board and that that statement be circularized among our congregations. 

RESIGNATION OF MR. FREIBERG 

A letter was read from Mr. Julius w. Freiberg of Cincinnati resigning from the Executive Board. It was moved that the resignation be accepted and that the thanks of the Board be expressed to Mr. Freiberg for his many years of service to the Union. 

CONFIRMATION OF DELEGATES AT LARGE 

In accordance with the Constitution of the Chicago Federation of Reform Synagogues, the delegates at large elected by the Federation are to be confirmed by the Executive Board of the Union. It was voted that the election of the following be confirmed: 

Judge Archie Cohen 
G. H. Emin 
A. L. Fader 
J. Logan Fox 
Judge Hugo M. Friend 
Louis L. Kahn 
Emil B. Kitzinger 
s. B. Komaiko 

A. M. Krensky 
Philip Levit 
Mrs. Lester Stern 
Arthur Strauss 
Mortie Inlander 
Robert Lee Straus 
Herbert van Straaten 

LETTER OF GREETING TO MR. GOTTLIEB 

Mr. Rosenberg called attention to the fact that Mr. Harry N. Gottlieb, a Vice-President of the Union, had been 111 and was now on the road to recovery. It was voted that a communication be sent to Mr. Gottlieb expressing the hope for a speedy recovery. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Bernard Sang spoke of the need of a camp for Youth and 
asked how far the Union is willing to go toward the purchase of a 
camp. He expressed the thought that if the Youth were permitted to 
make a solicitation, they could raise sufficient money for the pur
chase of a camp. 

Mr. Rosenberg called attention to the fact that the Union had 
appropriated a sum of money for that purchase and that negotiations 
had already been undertaken for the . purchase of a camp. However, 
the war intervened and the project had to be temporarily postponed. 

He suggested that Mr. Sang secure the facts as to cost of pur
chase, maintenance, etc., and that his report will be considered at 
the next meeting of the Administrative Conunittee of the Union. 

ADJOURNED. 

ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
President 

LOUIS I. EGELSON 
Administrative Secretary 



APPENDIX B 

REPORT OF THE COMBINED CAMPAIGN OF UAHC-HUC 

FOR THE FISCAL YFAR 

JULY, 1944 - JUNE, 1945 

To the Executive Board of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 

Chicago, June 3, 1945 

1. Background 

For the fiscal year 1938-39 the income of the Union had sunk 
to $121,800 derived from the following sources: 

Individuals 
Congregations 
Welfare Funds 

$78,000 
34,800 

9,000 

For the fiscal year 1942-43, our income had increased to 
$168,700, as follows: 

Individuals 
Congregations 
Welfare Funds 

$117,000 
38,000 
13,000 

There was no special campaign for increased support during 
1940-41-42. 

It was during the summer of 1943 when, after serious discus
sion, it was agreed to hold a Combined Campaign on behalf of both 
the Union and the College. 

2. Progress First Year 

These discussions were culminated by direct action taken by 
Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath in securing the services of Jerome L, 
Levy, who at that time was with the United Jewish Appeal. Mr. Levy 
agreed to become our National Campaign Director and started his 
duties at Cincinnati September 1, 1943. He spent his first four 
months in Cincinnati studying the situation and planning for a na
tional organization with important lay and rabbinical leadership to 
assist him in his efforts. 

Campaign activities actually started early in January, 1944. 
During the first year, considerable progress was ma.de with the co
operation of a number of lay leaders and volunteer rabbis who visitEd 
constituent congregations in various parts of the country. Special 
Campaign literature was prepared and a Campaign Bulletin was started 
to give adequate publicity to those who were assisting in the fi
nancial program. This Bulletin, ALERT, has reached a circulation of 
10,000 and 11 published on the average of once every 8 or 10 weeks. 
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The gross returns of the Campaign for the year 1943-44 reached 
a total of $240,000. This permitted the Union to make a grant to 
the College of $29,500. This was the first such support that the 
Union has been able to give to the College since 1927, when the 
Adolph Ochs Endowment Fund was established. 

3. Current Year 

The outstanding event of the fiscal year 1944-45 was the West 
Coast trip ma.de by Rabbi Eisendrath and Mr. Levy. They visited over 
thirty congregations in 22 cities and made very definite progress 
securing increased financial support. Two new congregations were 
brought into the Union and several others are good prospects. Our 
position on the West Coast has improved materially but there is 
still need for further development. Considerable progress has been 
made with the major communities. This list includes St. Louis, Bos
ton, Baltimore, and Cleveland. I am pleased to report that Cincin
nati, the home city of our two institutions, leads the nation. Sub
stantial progress has been ma.de in New York and Chicago through the 
instrumentality of our Federations of Reform Synagogues in these two 
Metropolitan centers. As of June 1st, the Combined Campaign has 
produced $279,419.43 from the following sources: 

Congregations 
Individuals 
Welfare Funds 

$169,925.53 
92,626.15 
16,867.75 

In addition to this, we have received $18,659.50 from Welfare Funds 
and individuals who remitted directly to the College. our total for 
this year should exceed $300,000. 

In keeping with the terms of the Combined Campaign, this means 
that for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1945, the Combined Campaign 
will be in a position to grant the College a minimum of $50,000. 

4. Current Situation 

Raising money for any religious institution is not easy in 
comparison with the larger and pressing war-time campaigns which 
have demanded our attention in recent years. In our own case, there 
are many involved situations where the personal attitude of the 
rabbi, the president, or some member of the Boa.rd of Trustees pre
vents our receiving the support to which we think we are entitled. 
In addition to this, there is no real uniformity in the payment of 
dues to the Union and as it is a matter of volunteer cooperation, 
there is no way to enforce the payment of these dues. In other 
words, every congregation presents a special case for special hand
ling. It is good to note that the majority of our rabbis and the 
vast ma.jority of our lay leadership is interested in these two 
central institutions of Liberal Judaism and are willing to give time, 
money and effort to support them. There are, however, a few mal
contents in both groups, and when the occasion arises for actual 
fund raising, they will have to be by-passed. It is interesting to 
note that in spite of the many problems facing the Union, it enjoys 
today the largest membership it has ever had. There are now more 
than 320 congregations affiliated with the Union. 
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5. Recommendations 

A. I think it would help considerably if we had a strong program 
which we could present to the country and which should be some
thing tangible and easily understood. 

B. I believe firmly that the Union should repeat over and over the 
same kind of helpful financing that it has done in the case of 
the new small congregation in Wynnefield, a suburb of Philadel
phia. Both rabbi~ and laymen will be impressed with this tangi
ble sign of progress. 

6. Conclusion 

The benefits of the cooperation of the Union and the College 
in the Combined Campaign has proven itself in dollars and cents. It 
has likewise been a means of stimulating the interest and the cooper
ation of rmny important laymen and rabbis from coast to coast. 

I wish to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks 
to Mr. Irving s. Florsheim of Chicago, National Treasurer of our 
Combined Campaign, for the outstanding services he has rendered to 
our cause. Other leaders who have been a tower of strength to us in 
the initial stages of our national program and whose services I wish 
to acknowledge publicly are: Judge Meier Steinbrink, President of 
Federation of Reform Synagogues of New York City; Dr. s. s. Hollen
der, President of the Chicago Federation of Reform Synagogues; Oscar 
M. La.zrus, Chairman of the Fina.nee Connnittee of the New York Cam
paign; Day Apte of Tampa, Fla., Vice-Chairman in charge of the South
east Region; Mortimer May of Nashville, Vice-Chairman of the Ken
tucky-Tennessee Region; Judge Solomon Elsner of Hartford, Connec.ti
cut; Lee M. Friedman, Joseph H. Cohen and Louis Salvage of Boston; 
Abe M. Luntz, James H. Miller and Judge Maurice Bernon of Cleveland; 
Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer of Baltimore; Alex Frieder of Cincinnati; 
Irving s. Metzler, Haskell Kramer, I.E. Chadwick, and Ralph P. 
Levey, all of Los Angeles. In addition to these, I can only speak 
in the highest terms of the invaluable service rendered the Campaign 
by many of the rabbis in their own communities, but particularly by 
those men who volunteer to travel far and wide on behalf of these 
two vital institutions of Liberal Judaism. 

I feel certain that if we move forward with determination and 
sincerity of purpose, we can achieve the goal which we have set for 
ourselves. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROGER W. STRAUS 

Chairman 



APPENDIX C 

REPORT OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE OF THE UNION 

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
May 31, 1945 

UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

La.dies and Gentlemen: 

Your Budget Committee has given careful consideration to the 
needs of the Union for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1945, as 
well as the sources of income for that period. 

We expect to spend in 1945-46 the sum of $311,871. Our esti
mated income for the same period is $311,900. This latter figure 
is based on the estimate of the Joint Finance Committee that the 
proceeds of the joint campaign for the coming fiscal year will amount 
to $385,000. 

It gives me much pleasure to report to the Executive Board that 
as of July 1, 1945, our indebtedness to the First National Bank is 
$29,000. As a result of the proceeds of the sale of the Jonesboro 
property together with supplementary funds we plan to reduce our 
indebtedness to the First National Bank by $15,000 before the end of 
this fiscal year. Furthermore, we have ma.de provision in our budget 
to discharge the entire indebtedness to the First National Bank by 
the close of our next fiscal year, June 30, 1946. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DAVID F. KAHN 

Chairman 



APPENDIX D 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TIME AND PIACE OF 
THE NEXT BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEEREW CONGREGATIONS 

La.dies and Gentlemen: 

At the meeting of the Administrative Committee of the Union 
held on March 4, 1945, it was voted that we wait until this meeting 
of the Executive Board before arriving at a definite decision as to 
the date for our next Biennial Council. 

The date for our convention had been set tentatively for No
vember 23-26, 1945 at Cincinnati. We wrote recently to the Office 
of Defense Transportation calling their attention to the fact that 
at their request we postponed our convention from March to November 
and asking whether we ma.y plan to hold our convention in November of 
this year. We are in receipt of a reply from the Secretary of the 
War Committee on Conventions as follows: 

"It is impossible to foresee what the restrictions will be 
next fall and the Committee does not anticipate any relaxation or 
modification in the inunediate future. Because of the return of ser
vice men to this country and their subsequent redeployment to the 
Pacific Theater the load on transportation presents a serious prob
lem from both the volume and the time angle. In view of the above 
it is suggested that your convention be canceled or deferred until a 
later time when the present emergency has ceased to exist and the 
ban is modified or removed." 

In the meantime Rabbi Egelson was authorized to secure tenta
tive dates for Chicago for March of 1946. He conferred with the 
authorities of the Stevens Hotel and the Palmer House, and was in
formed that the Union could not be accomodated at those hotels during 
March 1946 because the groups that had planned to hold their conven
tions this year and had been obliged to postpone them, have ma.de 
tentative reservations for the early months of 1946. 

Cleveland then came under consideration for March 1946. Rabbi 
Eisendrath had conferred with Rabbis Briclmer and Silver who had in
dicated that the Union convention would be welcome in Cleveland. 
Subsequently Rabbi Egelson conferred with the Promotion Department 
of the Hotel Statler in Cleveland and learned that the situation 
obtaining in Chicago was duplicated at the Hotel Statler and that 
the time we desired for our convention was already tentatively as
signed. 

We have ma.de a tentative reservation for the Netherland Plaza 
Hotel at Cincinnati for Friday, March 1 through Monday March 4, 1946. 
We hope that restrictions will be removed long before that time so 
that we may hold the greatly deferred convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT P. GOLDMAN 

Chairman 



APPENDIX E 

To the 
UAHC Delegates to the 
Synagogue Council of America 

Gentlemen: 

The interest in the Synagogue Council of America on the part 
of the Reform representatives in general, and of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations in particular, is beyond question. 
Originally proposed by the then President of the Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis, the late Dr. Abram Simon, the Synagogue 
Council came into being through the initiative of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. Since that time the Union has 
watched with great satisfaction the development and progress of 
the Synagogue Council. One does not, as a rule, seek to limit the 
scope of one's own offspring, even though at times one does en
deavor to provide guidance, to the end that the twig may grow as 
it was first bent. The purpose of this memorandum is to call 
attention to the original purpose of the Synagogue Council and to 

certain tendencies which have more recently dev~loped that 
might deflect the Synagogue Council from the purpose which was in 
the minds of those who first called it into being. 

There can be no doubt as to the even greater need today of 
a coordinating agency such as the Synagogue Council was intended 
to be. Far more pressing is the demand at the present hour to 
unite the spiritual forces of American Jewry against the rising 
tide of secularism in our time. Consequently, there is not the 
remotest intention on the part of the Union to restrict the devel
opment of the Synagogue Council in this direction. On the con
trary, we have noted with considerable gratification the progress 
which the Synagogue Council has made, especially under recent 
administrations and through the continuing executive labors of 
Rabbi Ahron Opher who, for a number of years past, has served as 
the efficient and effective Assistant to the President of the 
Synagogue Council. 

Nonetheless, we wish to call attention to the unambiguous 
reservation that was included in the original Declaration of 
Principles of the Synagogue Council, to the effect that it is 
"clearly provided that such proposed Council in no way interfere 
with the religious and administrative autonomy of any of the con
stituent organizations." However, certain recent statements, 
actions, and proposed plans of the Synagogue Council have caused 
some measure of apprehension on the part of the Union representa
tives concerning the possible interference on the part of the 
Synagogue Council with activities which for many years past have 
been pursued by the Union. By way of illustration, we might point 
to the fact that, for unnumbered years the Union has released to 
the press of the country statements relative to the observance of 
the Jewish holidays and festivals. Insofar as we have been able 
to ascertain, these press notices were favorably received on every 
hand and were considered non-sectarian and non-denominational in 
their character. The fact that the Synagogue Council has now 
undertaken to issue such press notices ma.y be a very small matter, 
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but it is indicative of a tendency which might be far-reaching. 
If it is within the province of the Synagogue Council to publish 
such press notices, it might easily be conceivable that the Syna
gogue Council may well enter the larger area that would include 
the publication of such pamphl~ts, tracts, etc.,which is one of 
the principal projects of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions. 

As a matter of fact, one of the leading spirits in the Syna
gogue Council recently informed the Director of the Union of Amer
ican Hebrew Congregations that in order to build a stronger Syna
gogue Council it may be necessary for the Union to relinquish some 
phases of its present endeavors. We do not conceive of the Syna
gogue Council in such terms. We believe that the Synagogue Coun
cil was created for the exclusive purpose of coordinating and, 
insofar as possible, strengthening its constituent bodies and, 
by this means, strengthening itself. Instead of intimating, for 
the purpose of building a stronger Council that it may be impera
tive for the Union or other constituents of the Synagogue Council 
to relinquish some aspects of their work, the very opposite should 
be the case. By encouraging the constituents to take on more and 
more enterprises, while at the same time coordinating these re
spective activities with those of the other constituents of the 
Synagogue Council, we shall be able to gain stronger synagogue 
representation in American Jewry. 

To illustrate further the fact that the above mentioned con
cern on the part of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations is 
not by any manner of means imaginary, we wish to point to the 
report of the recently formed Syna~ogue Council's Committee on 
"The Synagogue and the Workingman. This Committee seems to have 
been established in sublime innocence of the fa.ct that, for years 
now the Central Conference of American Rabbis has been vitally 
concerned with this field, and the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations has likewise been interested in .a rapprochement between 
Synagogue and Labor. As a matter of fact, conferences have been 
held by representatives of the Union and those concerned with the 
labor movement. No attempt was made by the Synagogue Council to 
ascertain whether its own committee would in any way intrude upon 
the work of the Union. In addition, this report suggests that a 
pamphlet is to be prepared dealing with Jewish traditional atti
tudes and pronouncements on the general subject of labor. Such 

. a pamphlet has been considered by the Commission on Public Infor
mation of the Union and lies directly within the purview of the 
Union's regular activity. Any attempt to establish a Labor Temple 
on the pa.rt of the Synagogue Council, as is indicated in the above 
mentioned report, would a.gain duplicate the long-established pro
gram of Synagogue Extension of the Union in general and their 
specific plan of working in this field as soon as the personnel 
now in chaplaincy service is available. 

Furthermore, in a letter recently addressed to all the con
gregations of the Synagogue Council's constituents, the President 
of the Synagogue Council indicated that part of the Council's con
templated program includes the publication of a magazine. Already 
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the Union, together with the Central Conference, is issuing 
LIBERAL JUDAISM, and the Rabbinical Assembly has just announced 
the projected publication of a quarterly, "Conservative Judaism." 
Once again it appears that the Synagogue Council, instead of 
being a coordinat.ing body, is seeking to include all manner of 

. functions that are already well provided for by its constituent 
organizations. With regard to radio programs also, we believe 
that the time allocated to the Synagogue Council should in turn 
be apportioned to its national constituents rather than to indi
viduals. 

Another case in point is the recent communication addressed 
to the rabbis of America relative to the observance of V-E Day 
and the providing of such rabbis with suggested services for the 
occasion. The congregational leaders, both lay and rabbinic, 
look to the Union, as undoubtedly they do to their other parent 
bodies, for precisely this kind of service. If the Union did not 
provide this kind of assistance, it would again be accused, as it 
has been in the past, of being "asleep on the job." It cannot 
constantly be relinquishing its essential tasks to others, and 
for the Union to provide this kind of assistance and for the Syna
gogue Council to do so likewise is a useless duplication of 
effort . Such illustrations could be multiplied, but they should 
suffice to indicate the dangers that are involved. 

It was primarily because of this danger to convert the 
Synagogue Council from its original purpose as a coordinating 
agency into a functioning body gradually taking over the work of 
its constituents that motivated the Union's disinclination to 
approve of the projected plan to raise $100,000 for the expan-
sion of the Synagogue Council. While the Union agrees that the 
Synagogue Council may require a larger measure of support than 
it is now procuring, it does not in any wise envisage a program 
justifying an appeal for $100,000. To be sure, one of the leaders 
of the Synagogue Council intima.ted that although the appeal would 
be ma.de for $100,000, it would be well pleased if $25,000 was 
forthcoming. However, we wish to point out that an appeal for 
$100,000 might seriously interfere with the fund-raising efforts 
of the Synagogue Council's constituents and would result in a 
weakening of the Council rather than a strengthening of it . 

Nor does the Union approve of any appeal whatsoever being 
ma.de directly to its own congregations. These congregations are 
the only medium through which the Union itself can function, and 
it hinders rather than helps its own program to have a double 
appeal ma.de by the Synagogue Council. Regardless of the different 
character of the latter's appeal, the result has already proved 
to be most confusing. We have been the recipients of innumerable 
letters protesting against the Synagogue Council appealing direct
ly to our congregations. We therefore urge a rethinking of this 
entire question of the financing of the Synagogue Council, and 
we propose that such financial appeals be restricted to the con
stituents of the Synagogue Council itself, or to Welfare Funds 
which represent a cross-section of Jewish community life. 
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As a matter of fact, we do not believe that the Synagogue 

Council should, under any circumstances, be in continuous commun
ication or contact with the individual congregations or congre
gational leaders, but should function solely through its constit
uent bodies, at least in such instances where the constituent body 
is equipped and prepared to act as a medium for the Synagogue 
Council's communications. We therefore strongly recommend that 
all contemplated programs and procedures of the Synagogue Council 
that have to do with synagogue activities shall be channelled ex
clusively through the constituents of the Synagogue Council. 

The Union is more than prepared to give due credit to all 
plans and programs that originate in the Synagogue Council, but 
it insists that it must serve as the medium for communication with 
its own congregations and congregational leaders. 

We recommend, furthermore, that no new programs be initiated 
by the Synagogue Council without due notice being given to the 
official heads of the constituent bodies sufficiently in advance 
to enable such directing heads to confer with their respective 
representatives to the Synagogue Council prior to such meetings 
at which consideration is to be given to such projected plans. 

Any number of new ventures have been undertaken recently 
which the administrative officers of the constituent bodies have 
not had the opportunity fully to discuss prior to their presen
tation at Synagogue Council meetings. We feel that we can no 
longer be responsible for action on the part of the Synagogue 
Council upon which we have not been able fully to deliberate. 

In conclusion, we wish to state that the above reservations 
and requests are voiced not in any way to attenuate the effective
ness of the Synagogue Council but rather to make it even more 
effective in the realm in which it was intended to act. As a 
united voice and as a coordinating representative of the religious 
forces in American Jewry we wish it to continue to grow from 
strength to strength, but within the area of actual synagogue 
functioning we believe that it can only grow in power and influ
ence through the increased influence and enterprise of its con
stituent bodies. 

We trust that the reservations and the concrete recommenda
tions herein contained will be given the earnest and sympathetic 
consideration of the Synagogue Council. 

Respectfully submitted, 

· UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Director 
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APPENDIX F 

COMMITTEE ON ENDOWMENT AND TRUST FUNDS 

Ma.y 31, 1945 

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE 
UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREG\TIONS 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am very happy to report that the entire Jonesboro, Arkansas 
matter has been settled. All the properties have been sold and our 
obligations to Mrs. May Meyer have been consunnna.ted. 

In June, 1936, the Union, through its Endowment and Trust Fund 
Committee, invested $36,364.11@ 4% in Jonesboro, Arkansas. We have 
received $56,550.00 from the sale of the properties. After paying 
commissions, legal fees, abstracts, taxes, and the accrued interest 
to the Endowment Fund, the Union will net about $12,700.00. 

At the meeting of the Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds, 
the members voted to recommend to the Executive Board that this 
$12,700.00 be used to reduce our Bank indebtedness. 

Our committee wishes to commend Mr. Louis L. Kaufman who 
devoted much time and thought to the successful completion of this 
venture, as well as our Chief Accountant, Mr. Hyman Kanter, who made 
several trips to Jonesboro and handled the details of this difficult 
task efficiently and tactfully. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HERBERT C. GETTINGER 

Chairman 
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.'34 WEST SIXTH STREET CI CIN ATI 2, OHIO PHONE P Ark way 7345 

J une 4 , 1 94 5 

Rabbi Abba Hi lle l Silv er , 
The Temple, 
E. 105 t h St. at Ansel Rd . 
Cl eve l and , Ohio . 

.. y dear Rabb i Si l ver: 

I was very s o rry that you c ould not attend the 
mee t ins of ou r Ex ecutive Boa r d in C i carro yeQterday . 
The s p i r i t was fine. The matter of our continued 
members pin the American J ewi s h Con f erence came 
up once more. Without a dissenting v o t e it was 
decided that ie remain in the Conference and leave 
the final decision to the iennial Council. 

The Office of Defens e Tr ansporla tion has 
wi thheld per 1l~sion to hold our conventi on this 
Fall. Je ha ea tentative ate for Cinc innat , 

arch 1 - 4 , 1946. The Board felt t"'ia t it ·;ru ld 
like to come to Cleveland, but the Statl er Hotel 
could not take care of us until the l atter part 
of April . 'e are writin to the Statler and ask_n3 
t hem t o s~ if they c anno t shi ft some of their 
tentat vely schoduled mcotin s so as to permit 
us to come to Cl eveland sometime i n March or 
t~e ver y first week in Apr i l. 

A copy of Rabi Ei s endrath ' s rerort to the 
•xecuti ve Board , w.t1ich ;as very well received , as 
~ell as th minu tes of tne meetin" will be sent 
to you s oon . 

·11 th kind greetin s , I am 

AR: IS 

Very sincer el y y o 

~j 
dolph Rre enber 

Pr sident 



June v , 1945 

r. Adolph Rosenber, Presi ant 
Uni nor erLcan er• Con re tions 
54 et 1 t t. 
Cinci n ti 2, io 

e 

Thank you tor your kind letter. Ir ret 
very much th t I sun ble to ttend the :xecu ive 

o rd etin in Chic o. Ir ceived report of 
the tin fr • iller or Cl vel o tten ed. 
it. I a- pl ed 1th the ction 1th re s 
to t • U ion r inin in t Cont 

Should 
the co ve ti n 
most ha p t 

nte to v 
sh 11 be 

it 11 goo hea tr ting ti t I y 
n-ve t e ple sure f s ein rou int e ne r future , I 
re ain 

.ost cordi lly our, 

S i 
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