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RESOLUTIOB ADOPTED AT EXECUTIVE MEETil1J OF THE OMION OF IBRICAN 
HEBRE CONGREG TIONS - HELD IN CHICAGO, ILL. on January 18, 1944 

The Union declares thlit its functi n is to inter et, m intain and 
promote 'leform Judais and reaffirms its loyalty to its s iritual 
pur,c1oses. 

The Union, continuing as a member of the erican Je,ish Conference, 
declares its sense of fellowship with all Isr· el and will ssoci· te 
itself 1th all orthy and practic 1 efforts designed to ameliorate 
the tragic plight of world JewrJ nd to assist in reconstructing those 
communities th~t h~ve suffered from the ravages of Nazi tyr y. 

Because in the congregations of the Union there are diverbent opinions 
on the uestion ot Zionism, the Union recognizes the right of each 
individual to determine his own ttitude on this controversial question 
and therefore th Union refrains from taking an action on t he ?alestine 
Resolution adopted by the erican Je ish Conference. 

e call upon our con reg tions and t :1eir members to rally loy&lly 
to the sup~ort of t~e Unions th· t its 0 re~t and noble ork may 
continue to enrich the s __>irit~ .. l life of eric n Israel. 
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Second Tentative Draft 
of 

Revision 
of the 

laws of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

PREAMBLE 

The congregations represented in this Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations affirm their faithful attachment to Judaism, and 
conscious of Israel's sacred duties, undertake to discharge these 
duties effectively pursuant to the laws of the country and under 
the protection of benign Providence. 

CONSTITUTION 

Article 1. NAME 

This organization shall be known as the Union of American Hebrew 
Congre ga ti ons. 

Article 2. OBJECTS 

The objects of the Union are: 

a) To encourage and aid the organization and development of 
congregations and synagogues. 

b) To promote religious instruction and encourage the study 
of Jewish history and literature. 

c) To maintain the Hebrew Union College, at Cincinnati, Ohio . 

d) To foster other activities for the perpetuation of Judaism. 

Article 3. MEMBERSHIP 

Any American Jewish congregation, upon approval by the Executive 
Board, may become a member of this Union by subscribing to its 
Constitution and By-Laws. 

Article 4. GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The legislative body of the Union and its highest authority shall 
be the "General Assembly," which shall be composed of representa
tives of congregations comprising the Union. 

Each congregation shall be entitled to two delegates and to such 
additional representation in the General Assembly as the By-laws 
may provide. 

At the General Assembly meetings each delegate or his alternate 
shall be entitled to a vote. 

The General Assembly shall elect its own officers. 
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Article 5. MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Regular meetings of the General Assembly shall be held biennially 
at such time and place as the General Assembly or the Executive 
Board ma.y determine. Special meetings of the General Assembly may 
be called by the President of the Union and shall be called by him 
upon written request of the majority of all the members of the 
Executive Board or upon written request of fifty member congrega
tions. 

Article 6. EXECUTIVE BOARD 

There shall be an Executive Board of one hundred members which 
shall have complete charge of the affairs of the Union and which 
shall be its highest authority when the General Assembly is not 
in session. 

The term of office of the members of the Executive Board and the 
method of their election shall be determined by the By-Laws. 

Article 7. OFFICERS OF THE UNION 

The officers of the Union shall be a President, one or more Vice
Presidents, a Treasurer, a Director, an Administrative Secretary, 
and at the option of the Executive Board a chairnan of the Execu
tive Board, and Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers, all 
of whom, except the Director, the Administrative Secretary, and 
Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers, must be members of 
the Executive Board. The Director and Administrative Secretary 
shall be selected by the Executive Board. The remaining officers 
shall be elected by the Executive Board immediately after the close 
of each biennial session of the General Assembly for a term of two 
years, or until their successors shall have been elected and quali
fied. The officers of the Union shall be the officers of the Ex
ecutive Board. 

Article 8. AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution may be amended at any regular or special meeting 
of the General Assembly by a two-thirds vote of the delegates 
present and voting, provided the delegates present represent at 
least one-third of all the member congregations. Such amendment 
may be initiated by the Executive Board or may be submitted in 
writing by a member congregation to the Executive Board. In either 
event the Exe~utive Board shall transmit the same to the member 
congregations at least sixty days in advance of the next regular or 
special meeting of the General Assembly. The Executive Board shall 
present such amendment to the General Assembly, with its views 
thereon. 

BY-I.AWS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1. The Executive Board, consisting of one hundred members, 
shall be constituted as follows: 
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(a) Six members thereof shall be elected by the Central Con
ference of American Rabbis from its own membership for regular 
terms of four years. At the first meeting of the Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis following the adoption of these By-Laws, 
the Conference shall elect six members of the Executive Board, 
three for four years and three for two years, and thereafter, bi
ennially shall elect three members for four years. In addition, 
the President and Vice-President of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbi~, during their respective terms of office, shall be 
ex officio members of the Executive Board with power to vote. 

(b) The Director of the Union, the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of Hebrew Union College, the President of Hebrew Union 
College, the President and First Vice-President of the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, the President and First Vice
President of the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, and 
the President and First Vice-President of the National Federation 
of Temple Youth shall be ex officio members of the Executive Board 
with power to vote, provided, however, each of such members shall 
be a member of a constituent congregation of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. 

{c) Fifty-three members of the Executive Board shall be 
elected by the General Assembly upon a basis of equitable geographi
cal distribution, as follows: 

Each of the organized regions of the Union shall be entitled to 
representation upon the Executive Board. Each Federation of Con
gregations now or hereafter established by the Union shall consti
tute a region for the purposes of this subsection. The number of 
Executive Board members from each region shall be governed by the 
total number of individual members of the congregations within the 
region for whom the prescribed minimum dues are paid, and shall be 
distributed equitably among the congregations within the region. 

Each of the organized regions of the Union shall present its quota 
of nominees for the Executive Board to the Nominating Committee of 
the General Assembly. 

Wherever there is no organized region of the Union, or in the event 
an organized region shall fail to present such nominees, the dele
gates from that geographic area in attendance at the General As
~embly shall submit such nominees to the Nominating Committee. 

(d) The remaining thirty members of the Executive Board shall 
be elected by the General Assembly as representatives at large 
without special reference to the regions. 

At the semi-annual meeting of the Executive Board, which shall be 
about six months prior to the regular General Assembly meeting, the 
President shall appoint, with the approval of the Executive Board, 
a committee whose duty it shall be to present to the Nominating 
Committee of the General Assembly a list of carefully selected 
nominees, in the number to be elected as representatives at large, 
for election to the Executive Board by the General Assembly. 
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A list of these nominees shall be sent to each constituent congre
gation at least ten days in advance of the meeting of the General 
Assembly. Any twenty delegates present at the General Assembly may 
make additional nominations for representative at large to the 
Nominating Committee of the General Assembly. The Nominating Com
mittee shall report to the General Assembly the names of all 
nominees for balloting, with its recommendations. 

(e) At the meeting of the General Assembly at which these 
By-Laws shall be adopted, one-half of the members of the Executive 
Board shall be elected for two years, and one-half for four years. 
Subsequently at each meeting of the General Assembly one-half of 
the Executive Board members to succeed those whose terms expired 
shall be elected for a term of four years. 

(f) Vacancies caused by death or resignation shall be filled 
by the Executive Board for a period lasting until the next meeting 
of the General Assembly, at which time the General Assembly shall 
elect members to fill the unexpired terms. Such vacancies shall 
be filled from the constituencies, if any, to which the retired 
members were accredited, on nominations from those constituencies. 

(g) For the purposes above mentioned, rabbis of Union Con
gregations, and wives of members of congregations shall be con
sidered members of the respective constituent congregations of the 
Union. 

Section 2. The Executive Board shall meet at least twice a year 
at such time and place as the President of the Union shall desig
nate. Special meetings of the Executive Board shall be held on 
the written request of twenty of the members thereof or when the • 
P~esident shall so order. Twenty-five members of the Executive 
Board shall constitute a quorum. The Executive Board shall be ex 
officio the trustees of all property belonging to the Union. 

Section 3. The Executive Board shall have the power to elect to 
honorary membership on the Executive Board without the right to 
vote, such persons whose long and distinguished services have 
merited such consideration. However, at no time shall there be 
more than fifteen honorary members on the Executive Board. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

Section 4. The Administrative Committee of the Executive Board 
of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations shall consist of the 
President of the Union, the Chairman of the Executive Board if 
there is one so elected, the Director of the Union, the presidents 
of the N.F.T.S., N.F.T.B., N.F.T.Y., the President of the Hebrew 
Union College and fifteen other members of the Executive Board 
appointed by the President and approved by the Executive Boa.rd. 
The Administrative Committee shall have and ma.y exercise all the 
powers and functions of the Executive Board in the interim between 
meetings of the Executive Board, provided, however, that all 
matters of general policy shall be determined by the Executive 
Board or the General Assembly. The President of the Union shall 
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be ex officio Chairman of the Administrative Committee and the 
Administrative Secretary of the Union shall be ex officio Secretary 
of the Administrative Committee. Meetings of the Administrative 
Committee ma.y be called at such time and place as may be determined 
by the President of the Union, or by a Vice-President in the ab
sence of the President. The expense of the members of the Adminis
trative Committee in attendance at meetings thereof shall be borne 
by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 

Section 5. The presidents of the congregations affiliated with 
the Union shall meet as a council, either nationally or regionally, 
at the call of the President of the Union, at such time and place 
as he ma.y designate, but at least once every two years. The 
Council shall serve as an advisory body to the Union and may pre
sent recommendations to the Executive Board of the Union. Report 
on the recommendations of the Council shall be ma.de by the Execu
tive Board either to a succeeding Council or to the General As
sembly of the Union, or both. 

THE DIRECTOR OF THE UNION 

Section 6. The Director of the Union shall administer all the 
affairs of the Union. New projects, recommended by him, must re
ceive the approval of the Administrative Committee or the Executive 
Board before being put into effect. The Director shall be ex 
officio a member of all Boards, Commissions and Committees of the 
Union. He shall present reports at periodic intervals to the Ad
ministrative Committee and to the Executive Board of the Union, 
and a report to the General Assembly at its regular meetings. 

THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

Section 7. The Administrative Secretary, in addition to his duties 
as departmental head, shall act as Secretary of the General As
sembly, of the Executive Boa.rd and of the Administrative Committee, 
and of committees appointed by these bodies, as designated by the 
Director. 

FISCAL YFAR 

Section 8. The fiscal year shall end on the thirtieth day of June. 

FINANCIAL EXAMINATIONS 

Section 9. The books of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
shall be audited at least once a year by an auditor or auditors 
,,hosen by the Executive Board. 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

Section 10, At the regular semi-annual meeting of the Executive 
Board next preceding the close of the fiscal year, a budget shall 
be submitted; this budget shall be prepared in ample time and shall 
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have been passed upon by a Budget Connnittee of not less than five 
members of the Executive Board appointed by the President at a pre
vious meeting. The budget and any additional monetary appropria
tions shall require an affirmative vote of a majority of the mem
bers of the Executive Board present and voting at the meeting. The 
various Commissions and the affiliates of the Union shall submit to 
the Union on or before March 30 their estimates for the eoming 
fiscal year, approved by their respective Boards by majority vote. 
None of the Boards or institutions subsidiary to the Executive 
Board shall have authority to spend money except as provided in the 
Budget and as specifically approved by the Executive Board. 

ENDOWMENTS AND TRUST FUNDS 

Section 11. The Executive Board shall biennially appoint five 
members thereof as a Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds. Said 
Connnittee shall be vested with the custody and control (a) of all 
trust funds, money, securities and trust property of the Union; 
(b) of all other funds and securities of the Union including those 
held for or requiring temporary investment. Said Committee shall 
have full power and authority to sell and dispose of all funds and 
securities and trust property which may come into its hands as 
above provided, and to invest and reinvest the proceeds thereof, 
and its chairman or vice-chairman shall have full authority to sign 
any and all transfers, instruments and papers which may be neces
sary or required, and to do so whenever he may be so empowered by 
resolution of the committee. Such power and authority shall be 
exercised by said Committee by a vote of not less than a majority 
of the whole Committee. All securities coming into the custody and 
control of the Committee shall be kept in a safe deposit box. 

DUES 

Section 12. Ea.ch member congregation of the Union shall pay 
yearly into the treasury of the Union, either directly or through 
its individual members, an amount equal to $3.00 per member. This 
shall be considered minimum dues and shall not preclude the raising 
of additional funds through individual subscriptions or otherwise 
to meet the budgetary needs of the Union. 

BANK DEPOSITS 

Section 13. All banks of deposit for Union funds and all banks of 
deposit for revolving funds for the various departments of the 
Union shall be named by the Executive Board or by the Administra
tive Committee. Checks, drafts and other instruments for the with
drawal of funds on the major accounts shall bear such signature or 
signatures as ma.y be determined from time to time by the Executive 
Board or the Administrative Committee. 

AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS, ETC. 

Section 14. The President, the Chairman of the Executive Board, 
any Vice-President, the Treasurer, the Director, or the Adminis
trative Secretary of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 



shall be authorized to sign in the name and on behalf of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations a receipt and/or release for any 
gift legacy, bequest or devise received from any donors, or from 
any executors, administrators, trustees or other representatives 
of estates. 

REPRESENTATION IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Section 15. The representation of the member congregation in the 
General Assembly shall be based on the number of persons for whom 
the prescribed minimum dues are pa.id. Each member congregation in 
good standing shall be entitled to two delegates and to one addi
tional delegate for each one hundred persons or major fraction 
thereof for whom the prescribed minimum dues are paid over and 
above the first one hundred. 

Each congregation shall be entitled to an alternate for each dele
gate, who may exercise all the powers of the delegate during the 
latter's absence. 

Members of the Executive Board and of the Board of Governors of 
the Hebrew Union College, by virtue of, and during the term of, 
their office, shall also be members of the General Assembly with 
all the privileges of delegates including the right to vote and 
the right to office; the~e additional members of the General As
sembly shall not prejudice the right of the congregations of which 
they are members to appoint as many delegates as the membership of 
such congregations would entitle them to, provided that each dele
gate shall have only one vote. Honorary members of the above named 
Board shall be considered honorary members of the General Assembly 
but without the privilege of voting or election to office, other 
than honorary, unless duly elected as delegates by a congregation 
belonging to the Union. 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

Section 16. Thirty members, in addition to the President of the 
Hebrew Union College, shall constitute the Board of Trustees (known 
as the Board .of Governors} of the Hebrew Union College. Nineteen 
members shall be elected by the Executive Board of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, and six shall be elected by the 
Alumni Association of the Hebrew Union College, and five shall be 
elected as Trustees at Large by the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis from among its membership. Members of the Board of Gover
nors shall be elected biennially for a period of four years and 
shall serve until their successors are elected and qualified. 

Any vacancy occurring on the Board of Governors shall be filled by 
the Body by which the retiring member was elected. Honorary Trus
tees may be named by the Boa.rd of Governors. 

The President of the Union, the Director of the Union, and the 
Chairman of the Executive Board shall be elected on the Board of 
Governors as part of the nineteen members which the Executive 
Board elects. The quota of the Union shall be elected at the 
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regular semi-annual meeting of the Executive Board, for terms of 
office to begin on January 1, following. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE MAGAZINE OF THE 
COMMISSION ON SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES 

Section 17. Out of the dues paid by each congregation into the 
treasury of the Union, the same consisting of $3.00 per member and 
applying especially to the dues paid by the congregation for the 
members of the Board of Trustees of the congregation, there shall 
be set aside twenty-five cents for each member of a Board of Trus
tees and other members designated, the same to apply as a subscrip
tion price for the Magazine of the Commission on Synagogue Activi
ties, published by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Section 18. The President of the Union shall call the delegates 
to the General Assembly to order and ask for the election of a 
temporary Chairman and a temporary Secretary. When these are 
elected, the temporary Chairman shall appoint a Committee on Cre
dentials and a Committee on Permanent Organization. After a report 
of the Committee on Credentials shall have been adopted the General 
Assembly shall consider the report of the Cormnittee on Permanent 
Organization and shall elect such officers of the General Assembly 
as it deems proper. Unless otherwise o~dered by the General As
sembly, the President of the General Assembly shall then appoint 
such committees as he shall deem necessary, and shall without 
debate refer to them the reports of the several officers and boards 
and of the committees previously appointed, in such manner as he 
may deem advisable. 

He shall also appoint such other committees as the General Assembly 
during its session may order. 

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS OF A 
GENERAL CHARACTER 

Section 19. Any motion or resolution purporting to express the 
views or sentiments of the Union or its constituents or personnel 
upon any question not directly affecting the conduct of the 
affairs of the Union or its constituents, when presented at any 
General Assembly meeting, shall require for its passage an affirma
tive vote of two-thirds of the representatives present at said 
meeting of the General Assembly and voting. 

AMENDMENTS 

Section 20. These By-Laws may be amended by a. vote of two-thirds 
of the members present and voting at any meeting of the Executive 
Board, provided written notice of proposed changes has been given 
to each member of the Executive Board not less than thirty days 
in advance, or by a. two-thirds vote of the members present and 
voting at any meeting of the General Assembly. 
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CONGREGATIONAL AUTONOMY 

Section 21. Nothing contained in this Constitution and these By
laws shall operate to interfere in any manner whatsoever with the 
mode of worship, the school or any of the other congregational 
activities of the constituent congregations of the Union. 



To the 
UAHC Delegates to the 
Synagogue Council of America 

Gentlemen: 

June 6, 1945 

The interest in the Synagogue Council of America on the part 
of the Reform representatives in general, and of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations in particular, is beyond quest ion . 
Originally proposed by the then President of the Central Confer 
ence of American Rabbis, the late Dr. Abram Simon, the Synagogue 
Council came into being through the initiative of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations. Since that time the Union has 
watched with great satisfaction the development and progress of 
the Synagogue Council. One does not, as a rule, seek to limlt ths 
scope of one's own offspring, even though at times one does cn-
dea vor to provide guidance, to the end that the twig may gro'I",.{ as 
it was first bent. The purpose of this memorandum is to all 
attention to the original purpose of the Synagogue Council and to 

certain tendencies which have more recently developed that 
might deflect the Synagogue Council from the purpose which was in 
the minds of those who first called it into being. 

There caa be no doubt as to the even greater need today of 
a coordinating agency such as the Synagogue Council was intended 
to be. Far more pressing is the do nd at the present hour to 
unite the spiritual forces of Amer can JLwrJ aga inst the rising 
tide of secularism in our time. Consequently, there is not the 
remotest intention on the part of the U ion to restrict the devel
opment of the Synagogue Council in this directiQn. On the con
trary, we have noted with considerable gratification the progress 
which the Synagogue Council has made, especially under recent 
administrqtions and through the continuing executive labors of 
Rabbi Abron Opher who, for a number of years past, has served as 
the efficient and effective Assistant to tho President of the 
Synagogue Council. 

Nonethel&ss, we wish to call attention to the unambiguous 
reservation that was included in the orlginal Declaration of 
Principles of the Synagogue Council, to the effect that it iu 
"clearly provided that such proposed Council in no way interf r e 
with the religious and administrative autonomy of any of the con
stituent organizations." However, certain recent statements, 
actions, and proposed plans of the Synagogue Council have caused 
some measure of apprehension on the part of th Union representa
tives concerning the possible interference on the part of the 
Synagogue Council with activities which for many years past hav~ 
been pursued by the Union. By way of illustration, we might point 
to the fact that, for unnumbered years the Union has released to 
the press of the country statements r 0lative to the observance of 
the Jewish holidays and festivals. Insofar as we have b8en able 
to ascertain, these press notices wor e favorably received on e vEry 
hand and were consider8d non-sectarian and non-denominational in 
their character. The fact that the Synagogue Council has now 
undertaken to issue such press notices may be a very small matter , 
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but it is indicative of a tendency which might be far-r eaching. 
If it is within the province of the Synagogue Council to publi h 
such press notices, it might easily be conceivable that t 0 Syna
gogue Council may well enter the larger area that would include 
the publication of such pamphlets, tracts, etc .,which is one of 
the principal projects of the Union of American Hebrew Congl')ec -
tions. 

As a matter of fact, one of the leading spirits in the Syna
gogue Council recently informed the Director of the Union of Amer 
ican Hebrew Congi~egations that in order to build a stronger Syna
gogue Council it may be necessary for the Union to relinquish some 
phases of its present endeavors. We do not conceive of the Syna
gogue Council in such terms. We believe that the Synagogue Coun
cil was created for the exclusive purpose of coordinating a nd ~ 
insofar as possible, strengthening its constituent bodies a nd, 
by this means, strengthening itself. Instead of intimating, for 
the purpose of building a stronger Council that it may be imper::i.
tive for the Union or other constituents of the Synagogue Council 
to relinquish some aspects of their work, the very opposite should 
be the case. By encouraging the constituents to take on mor0 ~nd 
more enterprises, while at the same time coordinating these re 
spective activities with those of the other constituents of the 
Synagogue Council, we shall be able to gain stronger synagogue 
representation in American Jewry. 

To illustrate further the fact that t he above m0. ntioned 0on
cern on the part of the Union of Americ~n Hebrew Congr0r,ations is 
not by any manner of means imaginary, ' wish to po-i_nt to the 
report of the recently formed Syna~og e Council's Committee on 
"The Synagogue and the i! rkingman. This Committee seems to ha. vc 
been established in sublime innocence of the fact that, for yea.rs 
now the Central Conference of American Rabbis has been vitally 
concerned with this field, and the Union of American Hebrew Con
gregations has likewise been interested in a rapproch~ment between 
Synagogue and Labor. As a matter of fact, conferences have been 
held by representatives of the Union and those concerned with the 
labor movement. No attempt was made by the Synagogue Council to 
ascertain whether its own committee would in any way intrude upon 
the work of the Union. In addition, this report sugges ts that a 
pamphlet is to be prepared dealing with J ewish traditional atti
tudes and pronouncements on the general subj ect of labor. Such 
a pamphlet has been considered by the Commission on Public Infor
mation of the Union and lies directly within the purv:i.ew of the 
Union's regular activity. Any attempt to establish a Labor Templ~ 
on the part of the Synagogue Council, ~sis indicated in the above 
mentioned report, would again duplicate the long-established pro
gram of Synagogue Extension of tho Union in general nnd their 
specific plan of working in this field as soon as the personn 1 
now in chaplaincy service is available. 

Furthermore , in a letter rec ently addressed to all the con
gregations of the Synagogue Counvil's constituents, the President 
of the Synagogue Council indicated that part of the Council's con
templated program includes the publication of a magazine . Alr- ead, 
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the Union, together with the Central Conference, is issuing 
LIBERAL JUDAISM, and the Rabbinical Assembly has just announc d 
the projected publication of a quarterly, "Conservative Juda1 sm ." 
Once aga.in it appears that the Synagogue Council, instead of 
being a coordinating body, is seeking to include all rnanri c:r of 
functions that are already well provided for by its constituent 
organizations. With regard to radio programs also, we believe 
that the time allocated to the Synago~ue Council should in turn 
be apportioned to 1 ts na tiona 1 cons ti tuen ts rather than to inclJ. -
viduals . 

Another case in point is the recent communication addrE..ssed 
to the rabbis of America relative to the observance of V-E Day 
and the providing of such rabbis with suggested ser vices fort~ 
occasion . The congregational leaders, both lay · nd r~bbinic, 
look to the Union, as undoubtedly they do to their other parent 
bodies, for precisely this kind of servic e . If the Union did not 
provide this kind of assistance, it would again be accused, as :. t 
has been in the past, of be ing "asleep on the job . " It ca nnot 
constantly be r8linquishing its essential tasks to others , ana 
for the Union to provide this kind of assistance and for th~ cyna
gogue Council to do so likewise is a useles s duplication of 
e ffort. Such illustrations could be multiplied , but they should 
suffice to indicate the dangers th~t are involved . 

It was primarily b&c us0 of this danger to eonvert the 
..:>ynagogue Council from its origina l purpose as a c oor dina tin~~ 
agency into a functi oning body gradually t J.king over tho work of 
:i.ts constituents that motivated the Union's disinc l ination to 
approve of the projected plan to raise ~100,000 fnr t u expan
sion of the Synagogue Counc i 1. While t 1e Union a t;rE. cs tha t th -, 
Synagogue Council ma require n. lar .~e r measu1•e of support th'.:1 
it is now procuring, it docs not in any wis e envisage a prog1a.rr 
justifying an appeaJ for $100,000 . To be sure , one of the l uader 
of the Synagogue Council intimate d that a lthough th E.- ~ppeal woul 
be made for $100,000, it would be well pleased if $25,000 was 
forthcoming. However , we wish to point out that a n appeal f or 
$100,000 might seriously interfere with th~ f11nd- raising efforts 
of the Syna 0 ogue Council's constituents a nd would result in a 
weakening of the Council r ather t .n a strengtheni g of it . 

Nor doc s the Union a.pprovf; of any appeal whu tsoever beinF 
ma.de directly to its own conr;rie .J.t ions . Tht.-se cong:r'egations ctro 
the only me dium through which the Union itself can f unct i on, ~nd 
it hinders rather than ~l ps its own program to hav a doubl J 
appea l ma de by the Synaf,;ogue Council. Regardless of tht- dif l'c-;r0 n t 
character of the la ttor' s ppcal, the :r1 csul t has nlreadv pr ovt d 
to be most confusing. Wv h'.lv • been tho r ccipj_c nt::-. of innumer:ibl<., 
l e tte rs protesting againnt the S na 01.su c Council .- pen l lng d1r8c t
ly to our congregat ions. Wo therefore urge a rtthinking oft is 
entire ques tion of' the fina nc i ng of the Synago uc ouncil, :.1.nd 
we propos e that such financial appals be r estricted to the ~on
stituents of the Synagogue Council itsLJ.f, or to Welfare Funds 
which represent a cros s -s ection of J ewish .::ommunity life . 
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As a matter of fact, we do not believe that the Synago~ue 
Council should, under any circumstances, be in continuous commun
ication or contact with the individual conBregations or congre
gational leaders, but should function solely through its constit
uent bodies, at least in such instances where the constituent body 
is equipped and prepared to act as a medium for the Synagogue 
Council's communications. We therefore strongly recoinmend tha 
all contemplated programs and procedures of the Synagogue Council 
thrJ. t have to do with synagogue ac ti vi t:tes sha 11 be channelled ex
clusively through the constituents of the Synagogue Council. 

The Union is more than prepared to give due credit to all 
plans and programs that originate in the Synagogue Coun~il, ·)ut 
it insists that it must serve as the medium for communication. ,-ri th 
its own congregations and congregational leaders. 

We ri:;commend, furthermore, that no new programs be int tia ted 
by the Synagogue Council without due notice being given to the 
official heads of the constituent bodies sufficiently in advance 
to enable such directing heads to confer with their respectivG 
representatives to the Synago_1e Council prior to such meetings 
at which consideration is to be given to such projected plans . 

Any number of new ventures have been undertaken recentl r 

which the administrative ofI'icers of the constituent bodies have 
not had the opportunity fully to discuss prior to thelr presen
tation at Synagogue Council m etings.. We fe e l that we c;an no 
longer be responsible for action on the pa.x•t ~f the Syna oguE:> 
Council upon which we have not been able .1.ully to delj_ber,atc . 

In conclusion, we wish to state that the above reservations 
and requests are voiced not in any way to A.ttenuutc the effe,.~tivE-
noss of the Synagogue Council but rather to mere it even more 
effective in the realm in whieh it was intended to act. As a 
united voice and as a coordinating representative of the r&lipious 
forces in American Jewry we wish it to continue to grow from 
strength to strength, but within tho area. of actual synagogue 
functioning we believe that it can only grow in power and influ
ence through the increased influencu and enterprise of 1ts con
stituent bodies. 

We trust that the reservation~ '.lnd the coneretu recommenda
tions herein contained will b~ Give~ toe· rn st and syrnpath~tic 
consideration of the Synagogue Council. 

R~spectfull- submitt~d, 

UNION OF AMERICAr HEBREW CO GREGATiorc 

Maurice N. Eisendrath 
Dir ·ctor 
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Law Off ce 
J OHNSON , LUCAS , GRAVES & F NE 
Suite 1902 Power & L g t Build ng 

Kansas C ty 6, Mi souri 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 5, 1945 

On June 2, 1945, your Committee on Revlsion of the Constitution net 
in Chicago to consider the many suggestions offered by members of 
the Executive Board, and to again consider certain basic problems 
which have required considerable study and deliberation. 

Many changes were adopted by the Committee, and I am sending you 
herewith a second revision embodying the same. This is by no means 
a final draft, as the Committee is still considering certain phases 
of the Constitution, including 

(1) A clear definition of the relationships of 
the Union and its aff iliates; 

(2) A change in the name of the organization*; 

(3) A further revision of Sect ion 10 of the 
By-Laws, entitled "Budget Committee"; 

(4) Possible revision of Section 16 of the By
Laws relating to the Hebrew Union College; 

(5) Revision of Section 17 of the By-Laws, in 
view of changed circumstances; 

(6) An enlargement of Section 19 of the By-Laws 
to clarify procedure at meetings of the Gen
eral Assembly with respect to the introduction 
and disposition of resolutions. 

Your Committee has done considerable preliminary work on the above 
matters, but is not ready to make a final report thereon. It is 
contemplated that these matters will be disposed of prior to the 
next meeting of the Executive Board, at which time a final report 
will be made. 

With my kindest regards ., I am, 

*This question has been assigned to 
a special committee of the Executive 
Board. 

Irvin Fane, Chairman 
Connnittee on Revision of UAHC 

Constitution 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/o The 'lemple, 
105th st. ·and Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Your cooperation and that or other 
leaders throughout the country enabled our combined 
campaign to r alse over ·330,000.- f'or the fiscal 
year which ended June 30, 1945. 

'!his t otal made it poss 1 ble f' or 
the College to receive $70,000.- which was most 
pleasing to the Collage authorities in Cincinnati. 

I wish at this t ime to e xtend to 
you my sincere thanks for the splendid help and 
cooperation you have given us in Cleveland and also 
extend to you and your dear ones my very best wishes 
fort he coming New Year. 

I trust that you may be spared to 
continue your efforts on behalf' of' Palestine and that 
we shall see these ef.forts crowned w1 th complete suc
cess in the not too distant future. 

Yours sincerely, 



Sen·ing 32.'3 constituent congregations and 

hundreds of additional synagogues thrmwh

out the American continent. 

The combined campaign \\'as initiated to 

enable the l'nion and the C:olleµ;e to ex

paml the-,e 'ien·ice'> and to hturH:h new 

u11clertaki11~s for the benefit of the entire 

. .\merica11 Je\\'ish cor111nu11ity. 

\\'e mu t increase our income to a 111m1-

mum of . .' ,550.000.00 annually to do an 

eflectiYe joh in the fields of our endean>r. 

( )ur income is cleri,·ed from congrq~ational 

clues. indi"idual '>llh'icriptiom,. and alloca

cations from a le"' \\'elfore Funcb. 

\Ye must rely upon our affili ated conµ; rt

µ;ation'> and !heir i11di, idual 111<:n1her.., fi ,r 
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l 9 4 5 . 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

PH01 E P Arkwa 7345 

It gives me much pleasure to tender to 
you an appointment on the Administrative 
Committee of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. I hope you will find it pos
sible to accept. 

The dministrative Committee meets four 
or five times during the year, bet,,een the 
meetings of our Executive Board . Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, Uctober 14. 
I hope that you will make every effort to 
attend. 

v 1th kind regards and best wishes for 
the New Year, I am 

AR:mh 

Very sincerely yours, 

Adolph Rosenber 
resident 



September 24, 1945 

This is a copy of a letter 
sent to the President of 
your Congregation. 

Are you interested in int~~- t e position 
which Liberal Judaism enj l America oday? Are you 
interested in guarante gas re futu e status for 
the religious toler which c racteriz s the ~reat 
country in whi~h we 

// 

Your a 
Congregat 
of the U _ 
sent yoU{r' 

Th 
~ega 

enc rage 
to grow fr 

(\ 

b-0~ que stions will be your 
the Annual Joint Campaign 
organizations which repre 

ss on the American scene. 

season s _owed a fine response from member 
and fr6~ intereste d individuals. We are 
belipv~ that this response will continue 

o year. 

Fr 1945-46, your Congregation's quota is $12,000.00, 
in part by your regular dues of $3 per capita 
AHC and by individual contributions. This 

amoµn is reasonable, but it must be met if we re to 
cont nue our important work and provide adequate means 
for post-war expansion plans. 

?lease make your Campaign plans now at the b egin
ning of your season. Your full and generous support 
is very necessary. 

Sincerely yours, 

ROGER W. STRAUS 

RWS: JA CRA.IRMAN 
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September 28, 1945 

Dear Colleague: 

As a constituent of the Synagogue Council of 
America, we wish heartily t associate ourselves 
with the Day of Prayer which it has proclaimed for 
Thur sday, October 4. We urge that, within each of 
our local congregations and c mmunities, all of our 
rabbinic and lay leaders within the Union will do 
everything in their power to gi ve impetus to this 
nation-wide insistence upon the abrogation of that 
moral and spiritual iniquity c on~ained in the 
British White Paper. 

The continued desperateness of our people's 
plight demands such moral pressure upon the re
ligious conscience of America. 

Trusting that you will give every assistance 
to the expression of this united voice of American 
Israel, I am, 

MNE:JA 

Yours most sincere l y, 

~~-4A; ~,-~ 

( Maurice N. Eisendrath" 
Director 



--ML,'r1tbly Cesl1 Repor•t--
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

(Exclusive of Hebrew Union College) 

September 30, 1945 

Balance in Banks August 31, 1945 

RECEIPTS 
Publication Donation .................. $ 
From Collection ...................... . 
From Sa le of Books ................... . 
Miscellaneous ........................ . 
Reform Magazine ...................... . 
Summer Services ...................... . 
Donat ion ............................. . 
A~~rued Interest • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Transfer .............................. $ 
UAHC Monthly Requisition ............. . 
Rabbinical Pension Board ............. . 
HUC Part Payment on Campaign Dist .... . 

100.42 
17,540.60 

*12,437.75 
168.53 
168.20 

30.00 
350.00 

3,656.37 

10,000.00 
25,998.54 
5,000.00 

15,401.59 

CASH IN BANK, September 30, 1945 

HELD IN FOLLOWING DEPOSITORIES 
First National Bank, Cincinnati 
Manufacturer's Trust Co., N. Y. 
Peoples Bank - Savings Account 

....... $ 
• •••••• 
• • • • • • • 

33,725.34 
6,127.92 
2,953.95 

$ 42,807.21 

PRESENT INDEBTEDNESS ON BORROWED FUNDS 
F'ir st Na tiona. 1 Bank, Cine inna ti ....... $ 9,750.01 
National Federation of Temple Sist. ... 7,875.00 

$17,625.01 

$ 64,755.47 

34,451.87 

$ 99,207.34 

56,400.13 

$ 42,807.21 

A COMPARISON OF CURRENT YEAR'S INCOME WITH THAT OF I.AST YEAR 

From Congregations 
Overhead Book Dept. 
Miscellaneous 
Donations (Including 

Tracts) 
NFTS 
Reform Magazine 
Summer Services 

Current Yea.r's Income 
Through Sept. 30, 1945 

$ 48,736.25 
5,604.99 

422.21 

7,500.00 
350.72 
95.00 

$ 62,709.17 

Income of Last Year 
Through Sept. 30,1944 

$ 51,393.93 
5,604.99 

396.22 

350.00 
7,500.00 

596.97 
138.25 

* Total cash received from sale of books. Once a month the Union 
is credited with the cost of overhead about $1,868.33 per month. 
Adjustment 1s ma.de by the auditors at the end of the year ~ 



PUSIDI.NT 

BERNARD G. SANG 
Urbana 

PIRST VICE•PRF.81O1.NT 

RODELLE BRODER 
D.i,oit 

SECOND VICE-PRE IOI.NT 

STUART G. LEVY, JR. 
Louisville 

TREAS UREll 

ROSE L. RUBINSOHN 
Plailadelp/aia 

UOORDINO 81.CUTAJIY 

RITA B. LEHRMAN 
Harrisbur1 

* 
Gx11culiv11 Commill1111 

Blanche S. Alman, Little Roc1' 
Walter H. Bauer, New Tork 
Richard N. Bluestein, Cindn11ati 
Sallie Curchak, Dallas 
Rosalie Z. Fine, Boston 
Frances Fromm, Flus/ain1, N. T. 
eymour Golden, C/aica10 

Rosalind Korach Clevelllfld 
Edwin L. Levy, }r., Richmond 
Richard I. Loewenstein, Chica10 
Dorothy Lurie, Chicago 
Claus Maizner, Omaha 
Gloria Maybrook Columbus 
Paul Meis ner, Milwaukee 
Louise MU1COVitz, Portland 
Jesse Schilt, New Tork 
Pauline Schutzbank, Los A111eles 
Marvin Shinbaum, .'Jemp/ais 
Leonard H. Jipring, New Tork 
Leonard R. Wolen, Clevela11d 

* 
JJonorar'I 'ff111mb11rJ 

Mn. Charles Cohen, Charlesto11 
Dr. Emanuel Gamoran.1. Cinci11nali 
S. Herbert Kaufman, narrisbur1 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, New Tork 
Dr. Louis L. Mann, Chica10 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cinciuati 

* 
l'ORMl.111 COIUIIITI.& ll&MBUS 

S&RV ING IN THI. AJIMBD PORC&.S 

Harril S. AbraharuJ, Nasl111ille 
kichard Bernon, Clevrland 
Stanley Blumentha!,_ Jr., Seattl 
Robert M. Brook, l,/aica10 
Ralph Cohen, s,. Louis 
Bernard L. Cohn, Brookl:,,, 
Robert F . Desberg, Cleveland 
Morton A. Elsner, Harl/ord 
Ar1hur H . Friedman Memphis 
G. Ury Ganu, New Rochelle 
Leon W. Harris, L,nbrook, N. T. 
Rober t E. Herzog, Chica10 
Sheridan H. Horwitz} Cl,veland 
Thomas Kempner, G enroe 
Jerome Lazarus, Jerse, Cit, 
Daniel H. Miller, Portland 
Asher Moser, Col"mbus 
Sumner Rodman, Dordiest r 
Sol S. Rwenberg, Decatur, Ill. 
Herbert Schachat, Bosio" 
Julian R. Silverman, Pi1tsbur11t 
Leonard R. Sussman, New Tork 
Albert Wilson, Plailtulell'hia 
Maurice S. Weigle, Ch"ato 
Raymond Wittcoff, St. Louis 

* 
1.lU!CUTIV& DIUCTOII ON LltAV& 

RABBI SELWYN D . RU LANDER 
c1i.,1ai11, U. S. N. R. 

ID79 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF Jemple 1/Jouth 
_Af/i/iat11J will TH E u N I o N o F AM E ll I c AN H E B R E w c o N G R E GA TI o N s 

3 EAST 65th STREET NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

HELEN L. STRAUSS, Int"im Director REgcot 4-1477 

October 10, 1945 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr . .Silver: 

The Executive Board of the National Federation of Tereple 
Youtr. is holding a meeting at the Fenway Hall Hotel in 
Cleveland on Saturday ni ht, October 20, and all day 
Sunday, October 21. 

e should be most happy if 
to our members on aturda 
meeti g will start at 8:oo 

you would 
evening, 

p. i. 

bring a greeting 
Octobet· '"'0th. he 

Your presence at our Board meetin ill ind ed be a 
source of inspiration to all of us. I realize that 
you have a very heavy pro am both in yo r con .reg -
tion and our co t.munal work. May I take this oppor
tunity of con ratulatin, y o your election to the 
presidency of. th Central onference of American Rabbis. 

Althougp: the p 1me purpo e of this letter is to nvite 
you tog ve u fe moments of your valuabl tirne, 
I believe that you would ant to know the status of 
the Temple Alumni in its relationship to the National 
Federation of Temple Youth. 

For several years we enjoyed the effiliet on of the 
Alumni and had two members on or National Executive 
Board - .1ldroo.Heller Davidson, and Leonerd olen. 

hen Leonard returned from the Armed Forces he was 
e.gain reeppoin ted as an active nember on our Board 
but he has taken no part in our activities, despite 
the fact that we were partic larly anxious to have 
the lumni participate, since Cleveland 1s tbe hostess 
city. We h ve sugges ed that the pre sident of or 
Alumni be invited to att nd the sessions as an auditor. 

While it may be truethat this Alumni ~ssociation is 
self-suffic ent, the National Federation is a matter 
of give and take. e feel that the Alumni could be 
helpful to many of our weak r groups. I believe you 
will agree that somehow from the most unexpected 
sources, even a large and flourishing or a zation 
may learn through others. 

(OVER) 



If you have any suggestions as to how we may r vive the 
interest of the Alumni in the N.F.T.Y. we shall greatly 
appreciate your cooperation. 

I do hope that I may hear from yo that you 111 be with 
sat the sessions of the Executive Board. 

Sincerely yours, 
r. .. , ... -....... _fl _ ... -- ~ 

Bernard G. Sang 
Pr sident 

P.S. My address is: 110 South Dearborn, ~hicag o 3, Ill . 
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This 1s 
rfhe Union of A1nerican 

1 J t i, the cornhint'd e1wrg). arti, it) 
and kad<'r. hip of 324 congregation-.. 

in the 'nitt'd 'tat<', and Canada, rep
rc-..cntin~ more than 8_- .ooo farnilic-... 

2 It i, tlH' Co1rn11i""inn on J nforrna
tion about Judai 111 ,, hich ha, 

printed and di trihull·d o,Tr t\\ o and a 
half million t opi1· of ., t'ri1 of me rah-
building pa111phkh to the men in the 
.1rmcd force .. .'in< c the beginning of the 
\\<Ir. it h,1 al< di t1ihutc·cl more than 
a million < opic, of it Popular :tudie,. 
The e tudil' al o re.H"h thou,,rnd-.. ol 
molder ... of puhlir opinion. 

3 I t i.., the Jc,._ i..,h Chaplain ,, ho i!- our 
public relation. man in the arnn 

< amp and nm·al tation . The 'entr,;I 
,onfcrencc of .-\me rican Rahhi c nd 

the 'nion han· ucn· 'dcd in providing 
more· than 50', of the Jewi-.h chaplain-
no\\ nvin~. \ \' e cooperate ,, ith the 
. 'ational .Jcwi,h \\'l'lfare Bn;:rd. 



llebre\\' ( :ongregatio11 • 

4 lt i, tlw Commi,,ion on}'" i h Edu-
cation ( ,l't up hy the nion and 

the C ' ntral Confrn-ncc of nwrican 
Rahhi ) "hich creah', t(·xthook... for 

children. )OUng pcopl<', teacher, and 
adulh for our Lihcral rcligiou, chook 
The c hook, art' u. I'd ,ll,o h, lllOf<' than 
750 additional !nn,<-rvati\'(.' and Ortho
dox ,chook The Cornmi, ion .il,o puh
li,lw, rnatcri.il for pn·- rhool children 
and for the education of parent.... Rc
ccnth·. it ha, launch1·d the .-\,ncrican In
,titutt' for Jt·\, i,h . ' tu lit·, lo ,timulatc 
J < ·" i h e d u c a t i o n a , 11 o II g ) o u t h ., n d 
,1clult . I t puhli,ht·, T,,, J, wt. 11 
T1 ,,c111.R, ,lrrang-1·, in,titute, for adult... 
and teacher. and plan progralll of 
,ta tc and rq~iona I teach<'r ' a,,ocia tion . 

5 I t i, the lkpartnwnt of .')nag-og11t· 
• .\ etiviti1·, ,, hich ,tilllulat<• congrc
'.~ational life, cncouragc the oh,cr-va tHT 
of n·n·n1on ic, in wnagog ut· and ho, II<' . 
. rnd furni,lw infor;nation and g11idann· 



This 1s THE UNl()N 

to rahhi., and congr<'gational kad<'r-., to 
t•nrich th<' ynagogu<' program. 

( 
It i, dw ·a tional Federation of 

) Tt·111pl<' Brotl11·rhood-., "ith 1 :io 
Brodwrhood, and '..!:>.ooo 111<·111IH'r-., pro
viding and i111pl<·n1t·nti11g a far-flung 
program for ti1nulati11~ I.,~ participa 
tion and rl' pon ihility in the ..,~ n .1-
<rop,ue', n·ligiou-.,. <'duca ional and ..,<Kial 
acti , ·itil' . Tlw Ft·dt•ration .d,o conduch 
the program of the ft'\\ i-.,h Chautauqua 
, ocit·ty ,, hich ,upplit·-., ,n1thoritati,T 
"P<':tkt•h on J<·wi,h hi ton . ethic, and 
religion to thou .rnch of non-.J t·,, i,h tu
dent-., and tc·adwr in th<' t • nit<'d . ' t,1t<· 
and Canada. 

7 It i-., th<' . T,1tional Ft•d<'r,1tion of 
Tern pie , • i-.,tcrhood <'lllhraci ng 

100 .'i,tcrhood, ,, ith fio.ooo 11H·1nh<'r, in 
,i.._ countric \\ hich 1naint,1in the I l <'
lm ·" l ' nion College .'cholar hip and 
Pcligio11 Education Fund. di-.,trihutc 
cultural progra111 and <·ch1c,1tion,d mat<'
rial, on 111odcrn .I<•,, i h prnhl<·111 . ere-

,. 



ate. ,tudy material. for J<'" i-.h parent-.. 
maintain, a fund for nc\, r('ligiou-; 
chool l<'xtbook and inaugural<·-. pc

cial religiou-. hroadca..,t'>. Thi-. i-. the l..1.rg
<·,t .Jcwi.,h \\'Olllen', n·ligiou.., organiza
tion in tlw \\orld. 

8 ft i.., tht• rational Federation of 
( Tc111pk Youth. "ith 8·1 chapter 
and 3800 nwmlwr kadin~ our ,m111g 
I eople into a grcat<T an·a of ,t'r\'ic-e and 
de,·otion to rcligiou-. idt'al-. . 

() It i, tlw 111ag.ui1w. Luu RAL .J t IH-
I. M, an illu,tratcd monthh journ.tl 

to fo tcr progrt· . ivt .Jud..1.i 111 • for tht' 
ad\'ancenwnt of tlw . piritual and c11l
tural idt al, of I-.rat'I .111d m.rnkincl . 

I () It i . great n:ligiou-, in,titution 
cooper a ting \\ ith and helping to 

maintain the , ' ational Confcr<'HC<' of 
Chri-,tian, a 11d J<'\\ '-, th<' • • ~ 11a~oc,u<· 
Council < f :\111<·rica and tlw \\'oriel 
t • nion for Pr ,gn·"· i\'t ' .J ucla i 111. 

I I It i-, ,our rdigimi-, , <11ce cu1 tlH· 
:\11wrican , ·e,w. 



RECEA T PROJECTS 
of t lu· Union of A1nerica11 

1. Institutes on Judaism which pro
\·idc authentic knowledge of J ewish hi-"
tory, practice"' and beliefs for Christian 
minister-" and la\' leaders. h,nT hccn ar
ranged in all ar;,a_... of the C. S. Cndcr
'-tanding ('nrnhats prejudicT. 

2. The Problem of the Unaffiliated 
Jew in ib four a. ptTb larg1· 11wtrn

politan ccnt<·r .... ..,111cdl tcm ns. rural area:-. 
and the Yiddi h speaking labor group. 
The plan is to urvcy the,<· field-. ;md 
conduct an intcn:--ive campai~n of edu
cation to enroll mcmher, of these group, 
in the ranks of Liheral .Judai .... m. \\'hen 
the chaplairh return to ci\·ilian life. th<') 
will find among the unaffiliated a frrtik 
field to apply tlw war experience they 
have had with ;i widely varied c-ross sec
tion of Jewish men in the rmed Force .... 

3. Regional Offices of the ' nion han· 
been c. tahli hcd in the metropolitan 
an•a.., of Chicago and rt·w York. in thl' 
l\'c" England . late, :ind in the . 011th 

.. 



Ea..,t I )i trict. . ·nvin·d I)\· rabbi ,, ho 
art "" Director.., of <'ach di,trict, re
ligiou-. activitit' havl' het•n inH•n..,ifil'd 
and e,Tral nc'\\ cong-rl'gation han· 
l <·c·n org-anizcd. 

4. The Rabbinical Pension Plan joint
ly ..,pom,on·d hy th(· nion and C<'ntral 
Conference of .\nwrican R,1hhi . and 
the fir.,t plan of it-. kind in American 
jt•,, i h hi..,ton, h.1 alrea<l 1·nrolkd 1 .')O 

rabbi .... Thi, plan a Ur<'" ... cnirity and 
comfort for the r,1hhi'.., dl'dining- yt·ar 
and lift... tlw hurd<'n of ,uppcirt from tlw 
cong-n·gational lr<'a,uric . 

5. Town Hall Discus 10n Meeting 
matt·rial dt al with tlw rdigiou, a..,pccl 
of current. ,·ital ,uhjc ·t.... Thi., year'.., 
topic. • Religion Prepan•.., for Pt·acc, 
"a tN'd by 1 ~l '.~ congregation . 

6. For Congregations Which Are 
Buildin· :y11ago~ut·,, Rdigiou .'chool 
or Cc·,Hn Building-.... th< l'nion "ill fur-



ni~h the . ervice~ of con-.ultant. who \\ ill 
vi it congregatiom on reque t to confer 
with the local Building 'ommittce and 
will check architectural plan · for dli
ci ·ncy and e<·onom •. 

7. Personal Visits arc made by the 
head · of nion lkpartrn<'nh \\ ho act 
as advi or~ to local congregation in ar
ranging eminar. for Rcligiou. chool 
tea ·her · or in organizing the curriculu111 
of the :chc ol. RC'organiza tion of ad min 
i trativc and financial et-up . . cxtcn. ion 
of activitie prog-ra ,11 , member. hip 
drive:. and oth ·r con!!_re ra tional proh
l<'rm have bt>en solv d b\ vi-,ih fro111 the 
per. onnel o f the nion ~ta ff. 

8. A Liturgical Music Proiect, h.\,t·d 
n . k tion. from th fam u. Birnbaum 

Coll' tion of Jcwi!',h liturgical 111mic 
hou. ed at the lihrarv c f the- Hehr<·\, 

nion College, con,i-.-ting of ix douhh
faced twelve inch rec rd \\ ith an cx
planator) narrative will he i ued in 
commemoration of the ,<·,-entieth anni
\'tT!-,ary of the I Ichrcw nion C liege in 
th Fall of 1 45. Thi" i, a joint pr ject 

f th nion and the :oll g . 
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UNION OF RMeRIC/lN 

H~BR~w ~oNGReGRT1ONs ., RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, DIRECTOR 

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET • CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver 
The Tam.ple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

October 11, 1945 

'When Rosa told me that she ran into you the other evening 
I did regret. even more, that you were unable to have dinner with 
us, as I would have liked so much to have had you with us during 
the unforeseen hours that you were compelled to remain in Cin
cinnati. ~ hope that you finally got off all right. It was good 
to see you, especially in the role of President of our Central 
Conference. and all of us felt that we had spent a very profitable 
and fruitful day under your guidance. 

There are many matters that I am anxious to discuss with 
you sane one of these days whenever you may have a spare hour or 
so in the midst of what I lmow is the extraordinarily heavy load 
'Which you are carrying. Perhaps one of these days when I am en 
route to New York I may stop over in Cleveland, or maybe we could 
meet in New York. I plan on being in New York on the 7th of Novem
ber and will probably remain there for several days -- just in case 
you will likewise be there around that time. I want to talk to 
you especially about the subject that you referred to at the meet
ing the other day regarding the Synagogue Council and the Central 
Conference's relationship with it; also I am anxious to talk over 
with you the whole problem of tha Biennial Council and the best 
approach to some of the issues that will be before us at that time. 

I was very happy that the Executive Boa.rd decided to ap
point representatives to a Joint Committee of the Union and the 
Conference to look into the feasibility of establishing a Joint 
Commission on Social Justice. I am. convinced that this is a 
pressing need, and I hope that we will be able to work out sane 
satisfactory arrangement that will in no wise sacrifice the under
standable desire on the part of the Conference to retain complete 
freedom of expression. 

I trust that you will be able to appoint the Conference 
representatives shortly, as I would very much like to have this 
matter in such order that it can be presented to the forthcoming 
Biennial Council. I imagine that you will want Isserman either to 
be one of the Conference representatives or to be invited to sit 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 2. October 11. 1945 

in with us, out of courtesy to his Chairmanship of the present 
Commission on Social Justice. 

Hoping to hear from you at your early convenience, and 
with warm personal greetings, I am. as ever, 

Yours most cordially. 

MNE:SG ~~ 
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r. D rn rd G. \J , Pre 
tion 1 eder tion of T 

110 So. D rborn St. 
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i lI ?ES OP. f:'EET I .JG OF 

r.1- .,r., J.- -:-.r,J,. 1.i-- 01-11.- 0 
u .l. '-,, -~J. r. - , -

OctobGr 14; 19L5 

At the call of the President o.f th,., Union, :~1"'. Adol:J: • ;sen ~r0 ~ 
meeting O.!. th .'.dministrativG Cor.m1it te 0 of' tl P Uni .. ,:i of !\r.1 rJ_,-a!l 

ebrew Con~-rcga;:.ions was held at the ;cthorland Plaza H0tel, Ci.cic:~n
na ti , Sund a :r , Oc -L o be r 14 , 19 4 5 , n t 1 C : 15 A . L 

The following 1nembe rs of the Commit ee wero present: Adol 
Rosenberg , Rabbi Haurice N . Eisendrath: Jesse Cohen, Solomon E:;.Qn.er , 
Robert P . Goldmo.n, I,lrs. Hugo Hart!!lanr1, Dr . R. S. Hollender , L si..er' A . 
J._ffe, David F . .l{ahn, and Philip Meyers . Mr . Herbert C . Gettinger 
and Dr . H . B. Weiss of C;inc1.nn. ti, and Mr . Irvin Fane of -ans s City, 
wer present on i:1vi ation of the President . 

Mr . Jer•:)lne L. levy, Finan :e Direct or, ,.1r. Henry l.evy , tl1e P blic 
Relations Dir ctor elec - , and Ivlr . H-:,man Yanter, accountant of tl c 
UAIC, were al~o present. 

Mr . Rosenberg presided and Ra bi Lou·s I . Eg lson, Adminiscra
tive Secretary, rec orded the minutes. 

It was announced that Dr. Julian ·, or en .,rn and Mr . 1e l vin S . 
Meyers were absent becaus of illnesc and tat Mr . Melv ille s . U·lt 
of Detroit was absent bee us of the illn ss of his brother-in-law, 
Rabbi Leo M. Franklin. 

It was moved nnd d· ly carried that messBgos be sen ·- o \ dbi 
Morgenstern and 1 r. 1.-elvin S . Illeyers expressing the • ope fo ... t1 e.1.r 
speedy recovery and to ,Ir . Melville s . Wel in relation to Tiabb·! lt6o 

. Franklin . 

Re~~~ of Rabbi Eisendrath 

Ra boi Eisendra th pre sentod I1.., . Henry Le\ -y, w_ o is j oin.Lng t" e 
U1 i-,n staff as Director of Public.:..ty for the Union and th :Iebre-...,' 
Union Colleg0, b e;inni!lg Iove.:-iber 1, 1911.5 . 

1. Union St~ff Meeting. Rabbi Eisendrath spo!~o of the Union 
s taff meeting whic w s hE-ld a fe,J nig 11ts before the ... dminis trative 
Corrtr ittee meeting , t w .. ic:n eighteen members o~ the staff were orer.:
ent . He called attent ion to the f ct tha ... onl" wo m moers .e ab -
sent, that this is he 1 rg -s taff of workers t ~~ tlc Un on has 
ever had, th t them eting was very l'r itful in its dis ussi n of 
f tur l"ograms of the Union . 

2 . Winning th UnaffiliaLed . He spoke of the proGram for in
ning the unaff ili ted nd the assignraent of our part - tim RP ion l 
Rabbi, Alfr0d 1 ol · , to m le p1"eliminary surv ys in Boston , Philad-..1-
phia, Wasn.1.ng·con, Pitt burgh, and Cleveland . Thero are many olJsLa
cl s to bo ovcrconF i .. t e progra~n f r the establishmen1: of new 
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congregations. There are vested interests of the existing con[~rer-;a
ti.ons -which have to be m6t. The lay leaders and rabbis have to be 
enlisted in the larger progr•au . Reform cannot 3row unless we in
crease the number of congregations affiliated with us . Rabbi Wolf 
is beginninr; his work in Boston . A re:Jo1~t of the p1.,el.i.rninar·, resultc:i 
of the surve-y in Boston, Philadelphia, Washington, Baltimore, Pitts
burgh and Cleveland will be presented at the next meeting of the 
Executive Board . 

3 . Liberal Judaism Magazine . Rabbi Eisendrath spoke br1efls 
about the new plan with refe r ence to the expansion of Libera 1 Judaism 
Magazine which was to be presented to the Administrative CommitteF; bJ 
Rabbi Max C. Currick of Erie, Pennsylvania, the Chairman of the Com
mittee on Liberal Judaism Magazine, who was present at the mee t 5-ng by 
invitation of the Chairman . The general nature of the magazine may 
have to be revised and the plan contemplates that the magazine be 
sent, without charge, to the individual members of congregations that 
are now paying the $3 . 00 per capita . The plan likewise envisages the 
soliciting and printing of advertisements ·which would balance in a 
large measure the increased cost of the magazine because of its lar
ger circulation . 

4 . Relations with JI;1. He also reported that progress had been 
made in the rapproche1~1ent with the Jewist1 Institute of Religionj that 
the premise is becomine manifest that we cannot afford to divide our 
forces of Reforim at the present time. Tho President of the Hebrew 
Union College is to have a conference with the President of the Jew
ish Institute of Religion in the near future. 

5. Motion Picture Project. In a few months the scenario writer 
will come to Cincinnati for conference and consultation , and it is 
hoped to have the scenario ready at the time of the next Bielli'1.iol. 

6. Headquarters for the Union . A meeting was held n few dcys 
ago with~presentatives of the Nat1onal Federation of Temple Sister
hoods to consider genera 1 problems regarding a cami)aign which t he 
fFTS is to undertal:e for funr:ls for a Union headquarters building in 
Cincinnati and headquartePs in New York City. 

Mr . Rosenber2: thanked Rabbi Eisendrath for his very interet'.>ting 
report and stated that the various items nre now before the Committee 
for discussion . 

Judge Elsner remarked that it -was necessary that something be 
done to overcome the cleavage that is widen:i.ng between thP UC and 
the JIR;that the Institute naturally makes demands upon its graduates 
to evidence their loyalty tot eir Alma Mater, and that as result 
the Union does suffer in securing the full cooperation of the JIR 
graduates for the Union ' s program . 

Dr . Hollender commented that a similar situation existed in 
Chicago . 

Mr . Rosenberg pointed out tha1: we are moving along slowly but 
steadily to solve the problem but that we must first permit t11e heads 
gf the two institutions to get together and iron out the difficulties . 
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I-lr . Rosenberg added thn t ·we ha \'e de v'C lo. ed too en s 1.1r11 ·u1d ·- 00 

se lf-sa tis f ied an attitude in our co_ s1dera t:L on of the 1 al le.1 [~G of 
Conservative Judaism . If we want Refor1 Judai3m to oe pararn.ount, we 
nust be conscious of our own institutions . We must be loyal to theL1, 
and express that loyalt"' b r strong support of our pl'ogram. 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that the Reforn rabbis are as~•:inG why 
they are not informed of what is going on, particularly witl refer
ence to the plans of the Conservative group to approach mer.ibers of 
Reform congregations for support of their projects . He a 0 :~ed whe
ther it would be wise to send a personal and confidential letter to 
the rabbis telling them of the present drive of the .JTS . Shouldn't 
we put our rabbis on the alert with regard to tne Welfare Fund drives 
in their c ommw1ities so that we receive for our cause allocations of 
at least the same amounts that are set aside for the Conservative 
group? 

Mr . Goldman suggested that Rabbi Eisendr th send a letter to the 
Presidents of our congregations, as well as to the rabbis. 

Liberal Judaism .l'lagazine 

i~ . Rosenberg called on R bbi :~x C. Currick to present the 
report of the Cor . i ttee on Libera 1 Judaism 1.:iagazine . Rabbi Currick 
stated that at a recent meeting of i:he Committee , a plan for in
creasing the influence of the rnagazin was discussed . Our magazine 
has grown and developed so that n wit is t'e most quoted Jewish 
magazine, but we must reach a larger clien ele if the road is opened 
for us . Reform Judaism is the expression of the type of Judaisn that 
will prevail . Other movements are t~ndin0 in our direction . The 
Bard of the Union has an educational obli3ation, not alone a fiscal 
one . 

Rabbi Curricl,.. read the resolution adopted by the Comm · ttee on 
Liber 1 Judaism t 1 ts meetir g held in Cine inna ti, October 9, 191~=' , 
as follows: 

The Committe e on Liberal Judaism recornmends that the 
magazine, 1 Liberal Juda:i_sm' 1.:)e expanded to rea\3h all 0on
gre~ational members, w o pa,,.- :·3 . 00 psr caniLa or for w om 
the $3 . 0 J per capita is paid . 

He stated that the additional cost for sending them gazine to 
30,000 congregational members would be made up in 1 rge me sure by a 
program f including advertisements in them gazine . H added t .Gt 
within a reasonable time t e 11agazine should be self-support·ng . 

Dr . Hollender stated that he was unalterably opposed to adver
tising in Liberal Judaism ·~gazine, that it detracts from tl dig
nity of the publication and hat our magazine should be prop~rly 
supported otherwise . 

Rabbi Currick pointed out tlat magazines which carried adver
tisements are more widely read tan thers. 

Mr . Kahn stat d that he too was opposed t advertising, even 
if there were a big profit for the magazine . 
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I,lr . Philip i',ieyers was • ot opposed to carrying dignified ads . 
He thought that possibl:• the entire cost of the magazine mig~c in 
time be defrayed by the advertising . 

1r . Jaffe added to that thought by stating that people think 
L1.)re of a magazine that can attract first-rate ads, because it means 
that the magazine is going to homes which can be appealed to bj such 
~ds . 

Rabbi Eisendrath called attention to the fact that we had tried 
to obtain subscriptions for the magazine by offering 50¢ to the Sis
terhoods for each subscription turned in but that plan did no suc
~eed . Circulation promotion is very expensive; it might or it ":i1e;ht 
not be successful . Our aim must be to get Liberal Judaism into the 
homes of our constituents . Frequently the ques-cion is asked, "what 
does the Union do for me?" If Liberal Judaism went into every hor.1e, 
there would be a concrete bond between the individual and the Union. 
It would be a splendid leverage to raise all our congrega 1.,ions to 
tle $3 . 00 per capita basis . He added that dignified advertisements 
ought not detract from the dignity of the magazine . 

Mr . Henry Lev7ir, the Pur.JlicityDirector, w s asked to sta e his 
point of view . He said that circulation th~ough promotion was very 
difficult and would probably never re ch above 25,000 for our maga
zine, and that the Distory of magazl e pro otion for ,ublications 
such as ours is against the p ssibility of 50,000 circul tion . He 
stated that we could get the highest type 0.1. institutional advertis
ing, such as insurance, rail oads, and ot ls, which would not de
tract from the di~nity of the magazine. 

Mr . Jesse Cohen remarked tat he would like to see Liberal 
Judaism Magazine reach all Liberal Jews, members of congre 6 ations, 
sisterhoods and brotherhoods, and that if it could be worked out 
that we have a magazine overing all affiliates we would have about 
100,000 circulation . He st ted that the Brother} ood Federation has 
advertising men on its Boa1"d and th t an endeavor was m de to ne · ure 
national advcrtisir g for the JEWISH T Y~'\I, but the consensus seems 
to be that ,rou cannot get national advertisi g unless you haven cir
culation of 50,000 . 

Rabbi: Currick stated that we did not initiat the mag zine, 
LIBERAL JUDA IS vl, as a ouse orgnn and that we have got to iaintain 
it as a literary m~8nzin . 

f.f!r . Kahn expressed the th ught th t the average Jew see:ns to be 
suffering from an inferiority complex and that if the magazine 8an be 

sed to counteract that, it would be doing a great service . 

~r . Goldman asked: if we did not go into the advertising earn
pal n, couldn't we use the expense involved in setting up the adver
tising machiner by increasing our circulation? He thought that we 
ought to send the magazine to c ong11 ega ti ona 1 members 1ho pay the 
$3 . 00 per capita, nd that after we reach the 50,000 circulation 
that we should consider the matter of advertising . He thought that 
since the magazine would be helping our joint campaign, an appropri
ation might be secured from tat fund . 
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r.Ir . Philip £.leyers stated tha i: he hed never hcn1"d t·:1e stateme_ t 
made that it I'oquired a 50,000 cir'!ulation oe ore nntj_onal ndv e.Y·t:Ls
ing could be secured . H was in favor of a thorizing the l:c.~;Lz ·;_, ~ 
Committee to go alead, pa1"ticularly if we co ld pay the add~ti i1aJ. 

cost through advertising . 

I-lr . Rosenberg pointed out that there seemed to be a consensus 
favorable to the expansion of the nagazine, bu there was a q es LlOn 
with reference to talcing advertising . He asked for a show of hands 
with reference to accepting advertising . The majority f those prec.
ent voted against accepting advert_sements at this time . 

On motion of _lr . rahn , it was voted that a recommendation bo 
made to the Executive Board to consider the project of increasing 
~he circulation of LIBERAL JUDAISi-1 by sending it to each congregA
tional member paying $3 . 00 per capita and that the JointCampai[:n 
Committee be asked to make an allocation toward the additional ex
pense . 

It was further moved and carried that a committee be appointed 
to look into the matter of unitinB the magazines of the Sisterhoods 
and B11 otherhoods with LIBERAL JUDAISM . 

11rs . Hartmann stated that she was in favor of distributin~ the 
magaz.:.ne as widely as possible; th t cong e 6ational boa rds should e 
made to feel the necessity for buildinr; a liv s-cructure for the 
Liberal Jewish movement in J\merica, and th t propasanda to that 
effect be launched b the Union t ough its magazine . 

The Administrative Committee recessed for luncheon . During the 
luncheon period Rabbi Edgar F'. Mag in of Los Angeles, who was visit
ing in Cincinnati, was a guest. He addressed the administrative Com
mittee on the general program of the Union and its efforts to obta in 
the nee .ssary financial support . He thoug~t that wit a well or~ani
zed c .paign, with proper emphasis on certain aspects of our wor_;:, it 
s ould not be difficult to secure the funds r0quired . 

T ·me, !'lace and Pro,.,.ram of the 39th Council 

1r . Robert P . Gold man, Chairman of the Committee on Tine, 1 lacc 
and Program of the 39th Biennial Cow1cil, reported tha the olding 
of the Union Convention in Toronto, Cr icago, Clevelarid and St . Louis 
had been explored and t at bee use of difflculties of houslng our 
convention, the Committee recommends that we hold our meeting ~n 
Cincinnati, arch ~-6 , 1946, with the Netherland Plaza H tol as the 
headquarters . 

It was oved and caJ'ried tha t t: e tine and place sel cted by the 
Committee be approved . 

It was suggested that we write to the Council of Jewish Welfare 
Funds and to the American Jewish Conference informing them of the 
selection of the date for our convention , so tl at there be n c n 
flict of dates . 
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Mr . Goldman spoke in general terms about the program for the 
Council . The program was to be centered about the theme, nThe 
Policy and Program of Reform Judaism . " He stated that the Co:::1mi ttee 
hoped to have President rrruman as the banquet speaker . 

Judge Elsner remarl{ed that at the last meeting of the forth East 
Region, Rabbi Freehof of Pittsburgh had delivered a splendid address 
on Reform Judaism and that the delegates to the convention had unani
mously agreed that it had given them an understanding of and loyalty 
to Reform Judaism that they hadn ' t had before . He therefore recom
mended that Rabbi Freehof be invited to give that address at a lun
cheon on the Monday of the Convention . 

Rabbi Magnin called attention to the fact that the subject of 
Zionism is a very explosive one at the present time and that it 
would be wise to keep it out of the discussion at the convention . 

Mr . Rosenberg called attention to the fact that the question of 
our remaining in the American Jewish Conference had to be submitted 
to the Biennial; that we must meet this question straightforwardly, 
since we had promised our congregations that our remaining in the 
American Jewish Conference would be submitted to the Biennial . 

Mr . Goldman stated that he felt that the upshot of the discus
sion would be a resolution conf ii-1ming the act· on taken by the Execu
tive Board of the Union regardj_ng our neutrality on the matter _f 
Zionism . He added that t e Union has een critic.:.zed because it 
has not faced live issues. 

Rabbi Eisendrath confirmed that thought by stating that he ad 
heard the charge made, from various directions, that the Union was 
timid and cautious and that matters of importance are decided by 
star chamber proceedings. 

It was moved and carried that the preliminary report of the 
Committee on Time, Place and Program be accepted and that the Com
mittee proceed to ai-1range the program along the lines outlined . 

Committee on Subsidies 

Judge Elsner reported that he had had a preliminary conference 
with Rabbi Eisendrath on the matter of subsidies to various organi
zations . As a result, he will communicate by mail with his connnittee 
and hopes to have a report ready for the next meeting of the Execu
tive Board . 

Camp for Youth 

Rabbi Eisendrath reported that an investigation that had been 
made by repre sentatives of the Youth Federation as to the availabili
ty of Camp Osceola at Hendersonville, North Carolina , had concluded 
that the location of this camp was not convenient enough for consid
eration at this time . 

He added that another site is under consideration , namely , the 
B1nai B'r ith Home for Children , at Er ie , Pa . Rabbi Currick , wr o is 



• 

-7-

one of the officers of this institution, described t, e plac 
availability . 

and its 

: Ir . It was moved and carried that the matter be referred to 
Bernard G. 3ang, President of the NFTY, and that he be c.sked 
in a report for the consideration of the Executive Board . 

to ·,r inG. 
' 

Concurrence in RecoITu~endation of Board of Governors 

Rabbi Ege ls or. read a letter fron Mr . Benjamin Mielziner, the 
Secretary of the Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College, re 
questing the concurrence of the Executive Board in a recommendr ~i n 

• of the Board of Governors for a 3 per cent rate of depletiru of the 
End wment Fwid, namely, $90,000 for the year 1945-46. 

It was moved and carried that we accede to the request of the 
Board of Governors. 

Jonesboro, Arkansas Properties 

Mr . Robert P . Goldman reported that the Union had made many c n 
cess:ons to Mrs . R.H. Meyer in connection with the settlement of the 
properties at Jonesboro, Arkansas, and that now anther reques-1- h3.d 
come from her for further concessions. He r ecommended that we meke 
no more concAssions t o Mrs. !'-!eyer. 

It was moved and carried that the report be accep~ed and that we 
adhere to the contract wit1. Mrs. Meyer . 

Gifts from •W. C. Ralp Weihl 

Mr . Rosenberg reported that Mr. c. Ralph Weihl had made tw o 
gifts to the Union of $2 , 500 and $350. It was moved and carr ied 
that the $2 , 500 be assigned to the Rab inical Pension Fund and l ,J...~t 
the $350 be assigned to the Union Staff Pension Reserve Fund . 

Increased Pension Coverage for Union Staff 

A memorandum was presented from Rabbi George Zepin , the Socre -
tary of the Rabbinical Pension Bard, asking whether the Pensi 0n 
Board was aut~orized to issue additional annuity insurance fJr t he 
employee s of the Uni n whenever their salaries were inc1,,eased . 

It was moved and carried that t 1e matt r be stu ied fur he r 
bef rA taking any action. 

New Business 

(1) Chanfe of Name for Union . On thi s subject the question w s 
ske~ whe her it would cause great difficulty and would invol e 

lega 1 procedure if the name of the Union were changed. : . G, ld . an 
r8plied that it would inv lve no change in the corporate strucl r , 
tat w would simply have to file a c rtificate with the Secretary 
ft e State of h1o . 
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(2) Youth Director Rabbi Sel1-ryn D. Ruslander. Rabbi Eisendrat 
reported that he haa had a conference with Rabbi Ruslander and in
formed him that we were awaiting his return from the chaplaincy to 
assume his post as Youth Director. Rabbi Huslander wrote to Rabb.i 
Eisendrath that he ,,ould return under certain condicions, which in
volved an increase ~ ..... -: the budget of the NFTY department to $30,000 . 
Rabbi Huslander also desired a change in the structure of tl c ;routl 
organization with more centralized responsibility. 

It was moved and carried that the matter be left to the Presi 
dent and to the Director with power to act. 

(3) Pension of Mr. Arthur Meyerowitz. Rabbi Eisendrath reported 
that Mr. Meyerowitz was about to retire from the Union and had been 
placed on a pension on a year to year basis. Mr. Meyerowitz, 1 o 
had been a faithful servant of the Union, feels the u..'1.certaint..r and 
insecurity involved in such a c.ecision. He fears t.1a1: a new regime 
for the Union might eliminate his pension completely. Rabbi Eisen
drath stated further that he had discussed the matter with fir. Jacob 
Aronson, who was greatly disturbed about it, and he had suggested 
that Mr . eyerowitz be put on a definite life pension basis. 

Upon motion by Dr. Hollender, it was decided to recommend to 
the Executive Board that we concur in r.Ir. Aronson 1 s recommendation in 
connection with the life pension for Mr. ,Ieyerowitz . 1r. David :--a 
requested that his negative vote b 0 recorded. 

ADJOURNED . 

LOUIS I. E LSO~J 
Administrat~v Secretary 

ADOLPH ROSE ERG 
President 



UNION OF RMeRI~RN 

tt~nR~w ~oNGReGRT10Ns ., RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, DIRECTOR 

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET • CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 

October 31, 1945 

Dear Colleague : 

In accordance with our frequently announced promise to 
hold the Biennial Council of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations just as soon as travel restrictions were lifted 
by the Government, I am happy to announ~e that the Adminis
trative Committee at its last meeting, upon recommendation of 
its Committee on Time and Place, has decided that the 39th 
Council of the Union of American H~brew Congregations be held 
March 3-6, 1946, in Cincinnati. We have selected Cincinnati 
as our Convention city because of its excellent central lo
cation, so convenient for deleGates from every part cf the 
continent, and likewise so that here i the heart and center 
of Reform, our delegates m9.y share in the Seventieth Anniver
sary 0elebration of the founding of the Hebrew Union College 
and in t~e Hundredth Anniversary also of the advent of Isaac 
M. Wise to America. 

"Reform Judajsm - The Next One Hundred Years" will be 
the general theme of this most historic council that the Union 
has held in many a year - perhaps t e most significant since 
its founding. All the problems that have been besetting us 
will be fully and frankly discussed. As a m9.tter of fact, 
foremost upon the agenda of the forthcoming Biennial will be 
a Town Hall Meeting and open discussion on THE POLICY AND PRO
GRAM OF REFORM JUDAISM. At this Biennial, the direction that 
Reform Judaism shall take in the present and future will be 
determined. It is imperative, therefore, that we ~ave the 
most responsible representation possible as delegates to this 
Biennial. 

Frequently in the past, individuals have been selected 
as delegates to the Council merely because they chanee to be 
in the convention city. However, the issues involved at this 
particular Biennial are of such great moment that each of our 
congregations should see to it that its delegates shall be 
particularly well qualifj_ed to deliberate on the ma. tters that 
will be before us. 



-2-

The official call for the Council will very short~y be 
issued by the President of the Union and you will soon there
after be apprised of the precise method of representation and 
of the number of delegates to which your congregation is 
entitled . I am writing to you, thus far in advance, so that 
you may acquaint your Board with the prospective dates and so 
that you may plan to have as large and as representative a 
delegation as possible at our Biennial in Cincinnati on March 
3-6 . 

I pray that, as a result of this most significant Bi
ennial Council, we will find in our Union greater strength 
and move fo~ward more unitedly toward the fulfillment of our 
positive and pressing tasks. 

With warm personal greetings, I am, 

Yours most sincerely, 

MNE:JA 



UNION OF RMeRIC/lN 

HJ;BR1;w ~oNGReoR-r1ONs ~ RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, DIRECTOR 

TH IR T y - F O UR W E ST S I X T H S T R E E T • C I N C IN NA TI 2 , 0 H I 0 

November , 1945 

Personal and Confidential 

Dear Colleague: 

Quite recently there came into my hands a letter written 
by Rabbi Robert Gordis, as President of the Rabbinical As
sembly of America, to the members of that organization. At
tached to his letter is a significant memorandum from himself 
and from Rabbi Max Arzt relating to the proposed campaign of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary for $15,235,000. I am en-
losing excerpts of his letter and memoranda for your confi

dential and private information. 

I believe that there are several aspect of this matter 
that deserve our most ~areful ~onsideration. One is the very 
definite intention on the part of the Conservative movement 
to win our Reform leadership to their cause and to the sup
port of their institutions. I suppose this is their privi
lege, but I believe we must be more vigilant in seeing to it 
that we retain the interest of our present leaders in our own 
national enterprises. In the seoond place, there is no doubt 
that the Jewish Theological Seminary is going to approach the 
Welfare Funds for large increases in their present appropria
tions. While we do not actively solicit grants from Welfare 
Funds for the Union, believing as we do that we can raise 
larger sums by means of our own local appeals, nonetheless 
where we are receiving allo~ations from Welfare Funds, there 
would be every reason for us to seek larger appropriations, 
especially if these are accorded to the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. We would appr8ciate it greatly if you would like
wise watch this situation ~losely in your own community. 

Finally, we wish to point out the very substantial 
increa e in contributions which the Jewish Theologi~al Semi
nary received last year and the much larger amounts that 
they anticipate in the year ahead. I believe that i is 
important that our own leadership recognize that the Union 
and the College require similarly large sums, not alone t0 
carry on their present program, but to initiate the many 
plans that they both have for much needed expansion . If the 
Conservative movement can secure such increased support, 
surely there is no conceivable reason why we should not an-
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ticipate even more generous support from our own constitu
ency which, by and large, includes the wealthier groups in 
most communities. 

May I underscore the fact that our concern in this 
matter is not by any manner of means limited to the question 
of finances -- important and indispensable as larger funds 
for the intensification and extension of our Liberal Jewish 
cause undoubtedly are. But more basic is the obvious bid on 
the part of Conservative Judaism and the Jewish Theological 
Seminary for hegemony in .American Jewish life and their 
direct challenge for supremacy on the American Jewish scene. 

If we believe that Liberal Judaism offers the most suit
able way of life for American Jewry, if we feel that ours is 
the pattern for the future of American Israel, then we must 
be prepared more vigorously than ever to fight for our par
ticular conviction and cause, both locally and nationally. 
We must elicit a deeper interest ~n the part of our own con
gregational leaders in our national movement and undertakings. 

I trust that the enclosed will give greater impetus to 
you and your fellow-workers in our Liberal Jewish movement, 
so that through the Union and the College we may continue to 
command that national leadership which we have enjoyed in the 
past. 

I repeat that this is written to you in the strictest 
~onfidence and that the enclosed memoranda are to be so 
treated. 

I would very much appreciate your personal comments on 
the above. 

With warm personal greetings, I am 

MNE:JA 
Enc ls. 

Yours most sincerely, 

r~~-y~µ 



C O T Y 

URGENT 

MEMORA TDUM 

From - '1ax Arzt 

To - Members of the Rabbinical Assembly 

Please read with ~are 

During the past fiscal year we raised a total of $517,000 as com
pared with $306,000 of the previous year . During the omin 
fiscal year, we aim to raise $3,000,000 or nearly six times th8 
amount raised last year . 

1rl1is is by no mean an astronomical, un ttainable :figurP, s the 
situation stands today . The Federal in~ome tax laws en1ble men 
and ~orporations to give large contributio s with little net cost 
to themselves . We do not know how long the present flow of gen
erosity will continue, but we will be uilty of unpardonable 
neglect if •Te do not la"r now a permanent :foundation :for the three 
branches of our movement.--

The Seminary appeals to all types o rrespe~tive of their 
affiliation . Our own synagogue memb rs should be inspired to 
manifest particular interest in the R bi ical S~hool, the 
Teachers Institute, and the Un ted Syna-ogue. They and others 
not affiliated with our congregatfons laud. "The Etern 1 Li.,ht" 
broadcasts and can be made to see the importance of he Library 
and 1useum and the I stitute for eligious tudies . 

It is therefore imperative to organize our Seminary campai non 
a community wide basis using the best J.eadership of our own con
gregations and bringing into the Campaign ornmittee other men of 
the lariger ommunity . 

Wherever the Seminary receives allocations through federati0n, 
we shall ask for larger allocations in view of the f ct that the 
~urrent budget of the Seminary will be a little over a million 
dollars . Inasmuch as this year's quot'J. lso in~lud8s sum of 
$2 , 000 , 000 to b used for a _ erm.-3.nent anc. reser--ve .fu d, we hull 
accept :fedAration allocations only on condi ion th-two shall 
not be deterred from conductin=> a supplement ry campaigl f'or his 
permanent and reserve fu d . Where such peclal permiss o is not 
granted, we shall e co str · ned o withdraw ur applicatj n for 
an all cation or refuse su..!h alloi.:a tions when they are gr ... nt "'d to 
us, so that w shall b fre to c ndu tour w camp gn . 

If your federatio has bee ~ont~ibutin to the Sem~nar~ ou 
must help us develop a ta~tful approach which will en ble us to 
hold on to fedAration s1pport and to auqment that su port by a 
su plementar~ ffort . 



C O F Y 

UR GE :rT MEi.'iORANDU 

Please Read with Car 

It is imperative to organize our Seminary campaign on 
a ~ommunity-wide basis, using the best leadership of 

our own congregations and also bringing into the Cam
paign Committee other men of the larger community . 
It is your inescapable duty to give all of the members 

of your congregation a heightened appre~iation of what 

the Seminary means to American Judaism. 

Send the name of the key people of your congregation 

and the general cornmunitX to the Seminary . 

If the Seminary receives an allo ation through the 
Federati n of your community, the Seminary will ask 

fr a lar er allocation in view of the fact that the 
current budget of the Seminary will ea little over 

a million dollar. Inasmuch as his year's quota also 
includes a sum of $2,000,000 .o Permanent and Re-
serve Fund, Feder~tion allocation w~ll be accepted 
only on co d~.tion hat the Semin ry shall not be 
deterred from conduc in a supplementary eampaign for 
this Permanent and Reserve Fund. You must help to de
velop a tactful pproach to enable the Seminary to hold 

on to Federation support and to au ent that s11_pport 
by a supplementary effort. 



C O P Y 

THE RABBINICAL ASSEf; -LY OF A IBRI'J 
Tortheas Corner , Broadway & 122nd Stree 

New York 27, r . Y. 

September 10 , 1945 

Dear ollea ue: 

About a week ago you received a memorandum from 
D ctor Max Arzt which is of such paramount importance 
to our whole Conservative movement that I am impelled 
to write to you concerning it . 

All of us realize that 
rests in our hands. We, in 
want to shape that f ture. 
our opportunity . I do not 
to d\ell at len,th on this 

the future of world Judaism 
the Cone vative movement . 
It is our responsibility ad 

believ i necessary for me 
-onvicti which we all share . 

Since you may have still been away on vacation and 
possibly overlooked the memorandum from Doctor Arzt, 
and since all of us are so busy thes days, I m sending 
you a digest of the memora dum which I trust you will 
carefully read and carry out . 

With best wi hes to you and rours for a Shona Tova, 
I am 

Sin~erely ours, 

ROBERT GORDIS 

en~ . 
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november 16 , 1945 

Dr. Abba H. Silver 
~ifereth Israel Congr . 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

I thought you might be interested in 
seeing the enclosed pamphlet which con
tains an exerpt from an address which you 
delivered before the Jewish Education Com
mitte of New York . 

use 
lik 

le are very gratef 1 to you for the 
of this material, and I hope you will 
the finished product. 

\,ith kindest personal regards , I am 

Cordially , 

I 
ome L. Levy 
Finance Director 

JLL/mp 
l!;nc . 

RELIGION IS OUR MOST CONSTRUCTIVE DEFENSE 
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.;\kn Im got, in ou1 da) , what th· pi ritual 
guid o( mankind ha, • alwa • • trc '> ·cl, that 
faith in G d i th · . ll m • • t buhrark. ol a 
frc · O(i·t. 1h · dem()(tati dorma in the 
mod<.·1 n wo1 Id ha · an c. ( Ju i, I 1 ,Jigiou ot i
gi11. Politi«.tl r, '•dom (..till t th \\'e,t Tll 

\\·oriel a<, a I l''>ll It of a long ll uogk lor H: I igiou 
f1 ('Cdo111 and not , i<. c , er a. :\loci ·111 demo, -
1 a< wa h>1n in the lluggl · fo1 1dioiou 

' ( h 

f1ecdom in the dith and 17th (e11tu1 i . Th· 
demand 101 1digiou li<"cclom ol tho,c da) 
om e~pic, ((l it. ,If in demand lo1 oth ·1 

[01 rn of fl • ·d >m. Polit i('al an l '( onorn 1< 

1 igh,.., we, • d ' llland ·cl h humhl' p ·opl •. H 
what autho1 it ? The had n authm ity. In 
whm • nam did th • rch lliou p a ant l ak? 
In the am· nam ' and h} th · a111e autho, it) 
that th an i nt proph ' l'> of I ra 1 chall ·ng ·d 
th • king th n hi ·m ·n and th · p ,,. ·dul of 
thci, da •. Th· I k , in th • nam f ,od. 
·1 hq app akd to Hi wo1 cl 1 'H 'al ·d in the 
Hihk .. \II men wc,c qua! 1 au· ,o l mad · 
all men equal. Th · thing · , hic.h the~ a k d 
rm \\' r . th . thing whi h th Bihl (Oil( d cl 
them. Th oc ial 1 ~\'oluti n f th 16th ccn
tul). whi(h we1 dr nch ·cl in the blood of 

• 1'10111 an .1cld1 • d liH:rnl t,y lh. hha llill ·J ih r 
h<'lote the Jc·,, i,h 1-<lu atio11 ( ommitt • of ('\\° Yo1 l-.. 



100,000 p ·a ant-. , \\' ·1 • relioiou l I in. pit ·d .... 
·u u ,-gl ' f r human [r <lorn, unin pit •db 

a li\'in r faith in ,od, oft ·n I ·ad mankind to 
di a t ·r. ... 

0< iet , a< hie, ·s r al r n ·wal onh tlu n1 •h 
inn ·r piritual ren ·wal. 
peak. again ,· ·1 wh r 

II ·in ·, will ha, t b 

I 

I( fie ' lorn i-, ·, ·r L 

it p ' C h, to q u te 
bibli al. 

lkmo< rac ht i, I wh n it religiou out • 
dri up. 

Thoughtful m n a1c co111i11g to understand 
that mankind' wa , bad, to [1 111 I th · 
wa • which 1 ad f n ard t cl. 

ln th am \ a , and c,en mo1 ·a1n • ti) , 

at thou htful J w teaching out Loda for 
th I clig-ic,us , i i n of JcwiJ1 lik. For u1-. 

a double m c a'> UH' o [ di illu io nment and I 

a doubl • rn a u1 o llli lrn tune. 1'f rn • than 
an th r p ·opl <lo we· ll'<fllir · to<la) the 
·,crla ti11ga1m. La ~'l('at 1cli i u omiction 
l) lL tain llS. 

To thoughtful J ews it i b ·<oming in<1 ·a -
ingl cl ·ar that th I ar no ub·titut • ., in 
J •wi h Ii[ · [01 1 ·lig-ion. eith r philanth1 p 
n >r .ultur ' nor nationali m i ad ·quat • fot 
th trc:-.-. and <.halleng • of ut Ii, '!'> . . \ II the • 
intc1 • t can and mu<.;t find th ·ir I ightlul plac • 
within th O ' ll •toll' pattern ol .Juclai 111. But 
th pall rn mu t b Judai m th Judai m ol 
th Torah, th nagoguc and th pra c·1 

book; the .Judai. m of the pt ie t, th ptoplH't , 
the . aint, th ' Ill) ti and th 1abbi ; th · Jucla
i m which peak of Cod, and the w01 hip or 

,od , an 1 th commandment of ,od and th • 
q ue-.t of ,od . 



The l ' 11io11 ol \mc1 ium IJ b1 cw Congrega
tion and II cb1 w l ' 11io11 Colleg· a1 the 
fountainhead ancl ,m11<c of Reform .Judai 111 
in .\met i<a. 

fl1c c Lwo in,Litution • carr on 
ticc of a Lib ·ral R ligion in th 
ol ow for ,father . 

Lll ' pra<
t1 a lit ion 

.,.\ Rabbi . ifrcr ha~ o forcibl ~lated, we 
nc cl a oTcat r ·Jioiow, co11Yiction Lo 

" n 
ll'>lain LI . 

Le-,t w • lorg ·t what w • 
, \111 c1i<an 1111itution, the 
pa1gn urge, ' CHI to I nd 
uppon. 

owe t our own 
ombinecl Ca111-
ur imm diatc 

Please use the (attached) subscription. card. 
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I am pll'a,t'd LO rnal,:c hl·t ·wi th 111, '>1th,< 1 iptio11 of 

........ .. . .. lo the <ornhined camp.1ig11 of the 

'\IO'\ 01 \ ,11 1<1< \'\ I I I B1<1 " CO'\(,KI <,, 110,~ ,Ind the 

l1111R1\\ l'\lo (rn11<.1 lot the \\otk that lit ' at' 

doing to mai111ai11 Judai m in Am •1 i<.1 and l h Ip 
p1 c,e, H ' demo< 1,1<, 1!11 ough , <'l igio11. 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
MERCMANTS BUILDIN6 . CINCINNATI 2 

• 
MEMORANDUM 

Date Decem er 3, 1945 

FT'om R bi Egelson , Administrative Seer tary 

T o------M~ec...ro ... h,&.,.;,,e .... r._.s~ a ....... f..__,;tM..,lb..J.:ie""'----IIE ... xL.a..:e:ar...lc""-lu-.t.¥..i __ v..L.:e"'----'IB~oa ...... r_d~---

Attac ed are a umber of A u 1 
Re orts oft e D rtments of the 
Union for the per od July 1, 1944 o 
June 30, 1 45. One r tv report 
are mis ·s1.n . They will be re ented 
at the meeting. 



AJNU L REPORTS 

OF 

UT IO OF A 1IBRIC _ EBRE'l; 0 -GREG TIO T~ 
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AN ru.AL REPORT 
ATIONAL FEDERATIOJ OF T.c.MPLE BROTHERHOODS 

New York 
·:ovember 9 , 1945 

To the Exe~utive Board of the 
nion of Ameri~an Hebrew ongregations 

Ladies and Ge tlemen : 

With genuine satisfa~tion I m ~ble to report a year of eJ -

~eptional rrowth and achievement during the fj_nal period of World 
War II . With the development of our movement durin0 su~h ad erne 
conditions as war and stress , it is possible fort ose of us cc_ 1 
interested in Brotherhood , to anti,!ipate even grea er re !ords of 
progress in the years of peace that lie ahead . The Brot.~rhoo arm 
of the Union will continue to prove a pride to its parent body . 

Our Jational proje~t, The Jewish hautauqua So~ietJ, . s 
ear ed an enviable reputation in its f'ield of endeavor . Dur inc· t ... e 
past year 327 -~alleges ·were visited . 'l'went-~-nine summer ! 1.mpu made 
up of selected Christian L•outh profited from the tea\.!hinr,s o our 
representatives for periods of a entire week . Ground fork was 
lad for the development of several new phaoes of our _rogrnm - wi~e 
distribution of shelv s of Judaica a t 8 est blj_shment of full-

ime lectureships. The espouses from 0011 ge leaders 1!onti u 
enthusi stic . 

The membership strength supporti g Chautauqua t th ~los of 
five years of Brotherhood ponso ship rew from the original 300 to 

ver 3,500 individualo. The finan~ial support rew from 5,000 to 
$37,000 . 

The Brotherhood roster lik wise has shown l.!reditabl strj_des 
forw rd . As of June 30th, t_e number of affiliates totalled 137 
and the individual memberships some 25,000 . Th:s number ~ontl ues 
to grow at a steady pace . Nev ~lubs ad or 0 anizations , long i -
a tive , are agai eeking admj_ssion to the ·ia io al roster . 0 l.r a 
handful of existent ~~tive groups ~ontinue to remai outsice our 
membership : both clubs i levela d, T ledo, ol_umbus, R,..,-!. e ·t r , 
Syra~u e and Bal ti ore H brew i Baltimore . In most of thee co1 -
gregatio s the Union is represe ted with Exe~utive oard mm· ers . 
We would respectfully request etive ·ooperat on from su~h Board 
members to theed tha the ulubs aff liated with heir Tern les 
be•rnne Part of the lnr r movement . 

ur ureation of prayer and ... salm cards has bel!ome re,!o , _ 
nized servi~e of u ique value . Over a million such cards hav al
ready been distributed to personnel in uniform as well as to ci
vi.lians everywhere . Pl ns are in progress for the issui of 
third e of six vards dealin with xtra · ts fr m the proph ts . Dis
tributio has ee throu h co tributions and sales at uost . The 
publication of thee cards is not a fund- raisin , projec . 

A new proje0t, amely the publication of a pocket di ry ~on
tai ing b sic if rmat. on abut Reform Judaism and the i stitut o s 
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which promulgate its tea~hings , has met with immediate su~~ess . 
When the calendar was announced in June , almost the entire edition 
was sold without a sample of the book being available for inspe.!tion. 
(Since then the 5706 edition of 10 , 500 was completely sold out . ) 
This will become a regular featu1')e of 1r . F . T .B . service . 

THE JEWISH LAYMAN has grown in l!irvulation and in stature . 
Improvement in format at regular intervals has ~onsistently re~eivod 
the ac~laim of the readers . Cir ulation has topped 30,000 . Empha
sis in content vontinues on the religious and organizat~onal phases, 
making the magazine unique in its field . 

Jewish edu'-'a tion has always been of pa1,amount importance 
within the ranks of N. F . T . B . During the past year a Jewish reading 
plan modelled after Dr . Elliot ' s five foot book shelf was in~ro
du~ed serially in the LAYI~ . It re orded specifiv ooks ad p ~e 
assignments requiring only fifteen minutes a day for the a .~quir_ng 
of valuable Jewish knowledge . (This material has sin~e been issued 
in a ha dy pamphlet form for more permanent use . ) In this wa a 
simple and pra·tlcal answer has been supplied for the average busy 
man who would like to know more about his people an~ his faith . 

During this past year the N.P.T.B. produ ·ed a new attraetive 
Kiddush card for general distrib .tion, after tens of thousa ds of 
the old form were given away durin t e pas de ·:ade . It is felt 
that this is another con·rete st~mul s tor ligious interest throu 
~eremonial pra~ti~e. 

The N. F . T.B. is gratified that tis past year th Unio ~-n
stituted the new pensi n plans for its employees . {e are glad t 
cooperate to the extent that this arrangement affe~ts the N. F . T .B . 
professional staff. • 

Like the Union, the N . F . T . B . passed up the regular s1Jhedul d 
period for the Biennial Convention in 1945 because o~ thew r . All 
attention is now being d.ire..!ted to making the forth ... oming session 
which ~an now be held with the advent f peace as the most out
standing in Brother ood history . 

The . F . T . B . , prAei tes the assista ve -iven to the Bro her
hood by the Union in the fi ld work of the several Regional Rab is . 

urnerous i sta ees of h lpful organiza ional stimul tion h~ve 
terially aided i the gro1th and vitalization of our work . 

Conscientiou ly and vigorously the Brotherhoods have c 
tinued th _r eff rts to stre~gthen the layman's i terest in 
syna ogual pro ram. 0 ly to th extent oft e success achiev di 
this direction ca.;. we feel that the N, F . T . B . is makin, its fullest 
c ribution to its p·re t body, the Unio . I this same dire(! ion 
we sh 11 l!O tinue our servi\!e to the cause of R form Judaism . 

R spec fully submitte, 

JES E CORE 

Pr sid nt 



REPORT OF 
THE INTERIM DIRECTOR OF 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

Although the fis al year of the ational Federation of Temple 
Youth runs parallel to that of the Union, the following brief repor 
is not a complete annual re~ord in view of the fa~t that my affilia
tion as Interim Dire tor began on O~tober 1, 1944 . 

At that time the -ational Federation of Temple You h had 
thirt -seven affiliated members . At the close of the season \-TP h d 
increased the roster to eighty- two paid members, representing 
twenty-two States and Canada . The total individual membership is 
more than 3,500 paid members - the top record in the history of the 
rganization . In view of the expansio during war-time, the pea0e

time possibilities are even greater and the N. F . T . Y. may expe~t a 
widely increased scope in the future . 

Regional Work 

A beginning has been made in the expansion program with the 
employmen of three part-time Youth onsulta s; two of em Rre 
w rking in the metropolitan areas, Mr. David Wei stein in Ghi~aao 
and 1r . Louis Samet in New York. The servi~es f the latter re 
made possible y the Jewish Edu~atj_o Commi tee of rew York . 

The hief purpose of the Co ulta is to streng hen he 
individual lo,al groups nd to a~t as liaison in \.!oordinatin 
~ity-wide projects of T.F .T. Y. Affiliat s . 

The third part-time worker in a lay-professional capaeity is 
iss Pauline Schutzbank of Los Angeles, a member of the . F . T .Y . 

Exe~utive Board . 4iss S~hutz ank is a'ting s Regional work r 
for the West o st . 

Close ~ont c wa establish d with the Re ional Rab~is of the 
Unio of Ameri!an Hebrew CongregatJons - Rcbbi Alfred Wolf of hJ 
Southeast Regio, ad Rabbi Da id Polish of the ew En land R go . 

In some instan·es the ,atio al ederation of Temple Sister
hoods, u der t e leadership of Mrs . Charles Cohe , ratio al hairman 
on Youth has ~ooperated with the Youth org iz tion i establishi , 
new groups . 

In rder 
others with the 
lations program 
distribution of 

Public Rel tions 

to a,!quaint individual members of . F . T . Y. d 
ims and purposes of the organizati n, a~ bli r -

was evolved whi~h resulted i t e ~reparatio and 
the following material : 

A. Individualized posters for every memb r roup of LF . T .. 

B . Bro\.!hure, descriptive of the lms and purposes of - . F . T .Y . 

C. A series of mimeop~ap. ed Jards o colored stock , describing 
the work of the six ational tandin committees of . F . T . Y. 
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D. Tlill MESSENGER, the offi~ial monthly house organ of . F . T . Y. 
was prepared in new form and sent to every individual member . 
Heretofore the magazine reached only the officers . 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial Project 

The . F . T . Y. undertook a national project, in the form of R 

m morial to the late Franklin Delano Roosevelt . S~rolls were pre
pared and distributed to ea..!h youth group whi~h were to be s~_gned 
by the members with a minimum contribution of $1 . 00 per name . The 
scrolls will then be bound appropriately and presented to Mrs . 
RoosPvelt in the name of . F . T. Y. The money will be usec. for somP
worth ·while purpose chosen by the membership at large . The scrolls 
were distributed late in the season, f0llowing the u timely dea. 
of the late President Roosevelt, and a number of youth grou_s had 
already disbanded for the summer . At this writine it is too early 
to estimate the results . 

Cooperation with Other Organizations 

The N. F . T.Y. c operated with a number of national organiza
tions, secular and Jewish - adult and youth. Program material nd 
literature was distributed, in-luding Brotherhood Week and Inter
faith programs from the National Co fer8 ce of Christi ns and Jew~; 
material on Jewish ook ~on and JeMish ook Week from the Jewish 
Welfare Board; reports on t e United ations Charter and the Status 
of the J ws at the an Francis~o Con er n~e from the American Jewish 
Conference . 

A World Youth Conference will be 
week in November. Three delegates from 
Organizations in Ameriea were ele~ted . 
sen ative Jhosen as an alternate . 

held i London the first 
the national Jewish Youth 
The ~. F . T . Y. had a repre-

Activi ies of the Interim Director 

It was 1 der tood that the headquarters of the ~. F . T. Y. 
should be in tew York City and that the Interim Director should 
devote a major part of her time to the metropolit3n area . rh s wa 
done with the result that twenty-six youth groups were or~~nized, 
and affiliated with the N. F . T . Y. These groups were serviced ad 
participated in a number of city-wide projects, includin a Rally 

hanuko Candle Light ervi e, an all-~ay Institute and so~ial, and 
anticipate th revival of a three-day Camp Con~lave over Labor Day 
W ek-E d . 

A number of trips wer m~de to Chicago to ~o fer with th 
ational president of the organizat_o who was a vivilian Instructor 

in the Air orps, nd visits were made to the Cin·:!innati of1il.!e . 
Additional visits were made to Philadelphi, New Jersey nd on
necti~ut . With Tew York as the hub, many visitors to th t 0it r, 

rabbis, members of the N. F . T . Y., nd key people throu hout the 
cou try made ·t possible t establish 0onsiderable conta t while 
remain~ng in _e New York offi'e . 



" 
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One meeting of the Executive Board was held in Chi~ago in 
Febr1ary, 1945 . This was the first Board meeting in two years as 
the organization by virtue of its chara0ter was a "war casualty . " 
Many of its members served in the armed forces and it also felt the 
reper~ussions of the number of rabbis who left to serve as Chaplaina 
Several cities had no spiritual leaders and consequently no youth 
groups . Travel restrictions was another factor :_n the interrupted 
Board meetings . A seconc meeting has been scheduled for O~tober, 
1945, to be held in Cleveland . 

At this writing the European war has ended, and the Pa~ifi 
war nearing a victorious close . As I agreed to serve only for the 
duration, in all probability Rabbi Selwyn D. Ruslander, who has 
served as a Chaplain in the USNR , will return to his post s Di
rector of t.F . T.Y. In view of the ~onstantly changing personnel in· 
youth work and the intricacies of organizational life, a year's 
service is all too short a period to have made permanent inroads . 
However, I trust that in this brief span I have added , in some small 
way, to the stature of the organization . And now that it is a ti
cipated that I shall sever my connection with N.F . T.Y. , I hope that 
it will continue to grow from strengt to strength and soon take 
its rightful pla0e in the annals of American Jewry . 

-A constant educational pro.:!e s ust take place in view f 
the inherent 0haracter of youth worK where membership is in constant 
flux . It is important o avoid a possible enden~y to over empha
size detail and te0hniques - and to keep foremost the goal of th, 
r . F . T . Y. i . e . -the ause of Liberal Judaism and the synago _) e . To 
this end my efforts on behalf of the N.B,.T.Y. ha e been dire1:!ted in 
the hope of developing future responsible Jewish congre gat.ional ad 
communal leaders. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HELEN L . S'I1RAUSS 

Interim Dire\!tor 



Camp Con~lave and Institutes 

No report of the ~. F . T . Y. would be complete without a refer 
ence to the Camp Conclave, even though this project follows the 
close of the fis~al year . 

Camp Conclaves held over the Labor Day Week-End, have be-.!c.ime 
tradition in the history of the J . F . T . Y. At one time six lll!h Camp 
Insti utes were held in Gifferent se0tions of the ~ountry, but due 
to the war, the hil!ago Council of N. F . T . Y. is the only area to 
hold six ~onsecutive Labor Day Week-End Conclaves . This year the 
youth group s in the I ortheastern Atlanti\.! Region again held a Ca~np 
Con~lave for the first time sin~e 1941 . Arrangements were made 
with Camp High Point at Broadhead, N. Y. (seventeen miles north of 
Kingston), whi0h was at:0essible by Hudson Day Lines , whi0h was a 
factor in view of O.D. T . travel restrivtions. Seventy- five youn? 
people, twelve guest speakers and counsellors participated . Te 
opportunity to attend the 0amp was extended to youth 

0
roup member, 

in nearby cities , as well as to those in ;ew York . Five Qtates, 
nine cities and twenty-two temples were represented at amp High 
Point . 

The Chivago enclave was again su~eessful and was held this 
year at Camp Henry Horner, Round Lake, Illinois . 

The Camp Conclaves are pra0ti wally s lf-supporti 6 . small 
subsidy has been granted fn the bud ets of the New York F1ederatio 
and Chica o Federation of Reform S;na-o. , respe!tiv ly . Howev r, 
the edu~ational valu of these proje'ts 0annot be measured in 
monetary terms . 

These projects have been described in detail in independent 
reports and therefore not discussed at length at this time . 

The ~hief alue of these Camp Institutes is three-fold : 

1 . The spiritual development of the individual camper . 

2 . The in:!reased perspe~tive ained through te;im work as 
experienced at a ~amp . 

3. A better understanding of the lo al youth group and its 
memb rs, resulting in increased loyalty to anent usiasm 
for the L F . T . Y. 

It is hopea that within the near future a number of Regjon 1 
Camps will again be revivec or that a permanent camp site will be 
purchased . uch a ,amp would house leadership training ~ourses and 
variou meetings in the off season . During the vacat on period 
~ampers from all parts of the ~ountry would b invited to parti~ipa 

There is ome intangible fa~tor i camp life which tra slates 
itself more indelibly on the young people than group work in city 
surroundings . The four-fold program of the N. F . T . Y., i . e .: Reli
giousj Ed cational-Cultural; Social and Phil nthropi0 is immeasur-
bly increused hrough iamp onclaves and great consideration should 

be given to th further development of this ~base of the N. F .T. Y. ' s 
future . 



ANNUAL REPORT 
COMMISSION ON SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES 

To the Executive Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations . 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
November 20, 1945 

The Commission on Synagogue Activities is almost twelve years 
old . It was organized in January, 1934 . Its precursor was the 
Bureau of Synagogue Activities; established as an experiment two 
years prior to that date . The Bureau laid the foundations for this 
work through a crmprehensive survey of congregational activities 
condu~ted in 1932- 33 . The survey was highly suGcessful and the 
information obtained became the basis of the extensive information 
servi~e which has been made available since that time not only to 
congregations belonging to the Union, but to more than a hundred 
other congregations whi~h have inquired . 

While in subsequent years the Commission has stimulated many 
spe~ial activities and has initiated along progressive lines many 
new projects which have been widely utilized by our 0ongregations, 
the information service still constitutes one of our best ~ontaets 
with them and our contribution to the solution of the parti~ular 
problems which they have referred to us is still one of our most 
popular accomplishments. The information service has been the open 
door through which we have entered into the confidence of the con
gregations and found the opportunity for wide-rea~hing servi0e. 

Evaluation 

One of the functions of the Commission, as originally an
nounced, was to study current a~tivities and tenden~ies and to evalu
ate them . When evaluation was in0luded as one of the aims, the Com
mission's first Chairman, Mr . Adolph Rosenberg, now U, A. H. C. Presi
dent, expressed a doubt as to how the evaluatory fun~tion could be 
carried out since obviously the Commission could not presume to pass 
judgment on the work of our congregations . We may now say that this 
problem has largely solved itself . As a result of the exchange of 
information as well as new projects originated by indi~idual ~ongre
gations and by our special committees along the lines of healthy 
growth in accordance with the progressive principles of Reform Juda
ism, a pattern of American Jewish ~ongregational life is gradually 
being evolved; this new pattern, from year to year , is taking the 
place of discarded, outworn and ineffe~tual programs and methods and 
is developing in their place activities in harmony with the needs 
and spirit of the times . 

Expansion 

For a number of years, because of a very limited appropria
tion, our activities, although numerous, were condu~ted on a moderate 
scale and many of our spe0ial proje~ts , such as the ceremonial ob-
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jects produced by the Committee on Ceremonies, had to finance them
selves largelt through anticipated sales. In line with the general 
exparw.ed program of the Union under the dire.Jtorship of Rabbi Eisen
drath, the scope of the Commission's labors has broadened consider
ably. As was shown by last year's report, six new proje~ts were 
undertaken durirg that pe~iod whi~h were either initiated by the 
Commission or organized or executed in ~ooperation with another or
ganization or department either with or outsj_de of the Union. Five 
additional new projects were initiated this year. Both sets of new 
projects will be mentioned at greater length below. In other words, 
while our budget for the present year is still only $10,400, we now 
seem to be well on the way to the fore~ast of a few years qgo based 
on the report of the Survey Committee, "a 0omplete department with 
staff, literature projects and promotional projects, $30,000.u 

Recently Inaugurated Proje~ts 

The six new projects described in the last report were Syna
gogue Poster Stamps; Where to Go - for Religious Servi es, for 
Social Activities, for Hospitality - booklet for service men; B'nai 
B'rith Synagogue Night; observance of V-E Day; organization of Insti
tutes on Judaism for the Christian Clergy, before the appointment of 
the Commission on Institutes jointly by the Central Conference of 
Arneri0an Rabbis and the Union of meri~an Hebrew Congregations; 
Synagogue Singing project. 

Synagogue Poster Stamps. Our Synagogue Poster Stamps were 
extensively used by our own and other 0ongregations and attracted 
wide-spread attention. District rand Lodge No. 2 of the B'nai 
B'rith, with our permission, undertook to distribute these stamps 
through its lodges for the same purpose whi~h we had in mind origi
nally, namely, to stimulate attendan0e at synagogue services. These 
stamps, whiGh bore the impr·int of DistriGt Grand Lodge No. 2, B'nai 
B'rith, were furnished by us at cost. Eight thousand sets of four 
stamps each were distributed through ten lodges . Incidentally, this 
Distri t Grand Lodge, with our cooperation, distributed the Prayer 
Cards issued by the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
through ten of its lodges.- • 

Owing to the sustained demand, a second edition of the Poster 
Stamps was issued this year. To date, 199 ~ongregations and sixty
three Sisterhoods have distributed a total of 340,000 poster stamp 
which were affixed locally to all kinds of congregational 0orre
spondence and publications. 

Where to Go. Our booklet for serviee men, Where to Go, which 
contained a dire~tory of ~ongregational servi~es and hospitality, 
re~eived a most gratifying wel~ome and many ~ongregations reordered 
copies for repeated distribution to the ever-~hanging pro~ession of 
service men. A total of 17,652 i.!Opies were distributed through 138 
congregations in the United States and in Canada. 

B'nai B'rith Synago~ue Night. For the second time, District 
Grand Lodge o. 2, B 1nai73 rith, under the leadership of Mr. David 
Rubin, a member of the General Committee of the District and Chairman 



of its Committee on Synagogue Cooperation, called upon its lodges to 
eelebrate the annual B'nai B'rith Synagogue Night instituted a year 
ago. In 1945 this took place on Friday, April 20. We addressed our 
rabbis in the district urging them to cooperate in this observance. 
We were informed by Mr. Rubin that practically all the lodges throu _ 

. out the district observed B'nai B'rith Synagogue Night. 

Observan~e of V-E and V-J Days. We stimulated the observan e 
of V-E Day by cooperating with the Central Conference f American 
Rabbis in suggesting a program for the day, in luding ritual and 
other features. We furnished three hundred officiating U1A.H.C. and 
C.C.A.R. rabbis with a mimeographed service for the day, based on 
the above material, with the suggestion that individual ~opies be 
pla~ed in the hands of the worshippers at the service. We re~eived 
many expressions of appreciation of our help. 

For V-J Day we prepared a spe.:!ial servi,_e consisting of 
ritual from the Union Prayerbook; Scriptural readings; prayer by the 
rabbi; kindling of lights to symbolize the deliverance from the 
darkness of war and oppression, the lights being dedi~ated to Freedorr 
of Religion, Freedom of Speech, Freedom from Want, Freedom from Fear, 
World Peace, Universal Justi~e, and to the Heroes Living and Dead. 
This was issued in haste because of the sudden ending of the war wit 
Japan. May vongregations which did not receive it in time utilized 
it in connection with their Vi~tory Service held on the following 
Sunday or on a later date. 

Institutes on Judaism. The Commission used its personnel ana 
facilities to initiate the Institutes on Judaism for th Christian 
Clergy in the fall of 1944. It took care of the preliminary work of 
organization and the preparation of literature and other aids. Sin~e 
that time, a joint Commission on Institutes representing the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations and the Central Conferen~e of Ameri
ean Rabbis has been organized, with Rabbi Louis L. Mann as Chairman. 
The Dire~tor of Synagogue Activities, Rabbi Ja~ob D. Schwarz, is the 
Se~retary of the new Commission, which will present a separate 
report to the U.A.H.C. Exe~utive Board. 

Synagogue Singing. Our Synagogue Singing project got off to 
a fie start the first year. Our primary aim in undertaking this 
proje0t was to encourage more active participation in worship throu r 
the singing of the Hebrew responses and hymns by the congre ation, iL 
mu,h the same way as we have attempted to infuse greater warmth i to 
the servi~e by the adoption of appropriate and appealing eremonies. 
A preliminary response was received from 110 congregations, a grow
ing number of whi1..,;h have been gradually introdu~ing this "synago , e 
singing,'' as we have been calling it, if only a few responses at a 
time. Owing to insufficient and inadequate personnel in this de
partment, this a0tivity has been permitted to lag and we have not 
mad the progress whi~h should have been made and which we are ~onfi
dent could be made if we were not so short-handed. We consider this 
one of our most important and promising recent enterprises for the 
enri,hment of congregational life and with adequate personnel, we 
are ~onfident that the hoped for results could be achieved in a 
relatively short time. 
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New Proje-:ts 

Five new projects have been undertaken since last year, 
namely, the making of phonograph records of sele~tions from the Birn
baum collection of Jewish litur i0al music at the Hebrew Union Col
lege; the distri~ution of transcriptions of synagogue musi~ for the 
use of broadcasting stations, one consisting of Holyday music ~nd th 
other, of Friday evening ritual music; two new servi,._es for ~ongre
gations which are ere~ting synagogue, center or Religious S1.!hool 
buildings; preliminary exploration and surveys in ~onne~tion with a 
planned effort to organize new ~ongregations for the large number of 
Jewish unaffiliated who are interested in R form Judaism; a b o ok
keeping system for congregations, to ~orrespond to our previously 
suggested model budget . 

Program of Liturgical Records . In ·ooperation with the Hebre , 
Union allege in honor of its 70th anniversary and carrying ou a 
suggestion made by Dr . Eric Werner, Instructor in Jewish Musi~ and 
Director of the Choir at the Hebrew Union College, we produl.!ed, under 
the title, ISRAEL SINGS , a special album of selections from the Birn
baum collection of Jewish liturgical musi~ at the Hebrew Union Col
lege . This priceless collection, whi0h has been considered the 
largest and finest of its kind in the world, had been reposing on 
the shelves of the Hebr w Union College Library sine 1920, a~~essi
ble only to scholars. The re~ords, whi~h were chosen for the i r ex
pe~ted appeal to the average ongr e g tional audi en~e, are intended 
to carry this musi~ beyond library precincts for the e dification and 
enjoyment of the Jewi sh publ i c. 

Our Commission organized the proje~t, engaged Dr . Wern~r as 
its Musi~al Director, for which he was ex~eptionally well fitted and 
in which capaLity he fun~tioned with ex~elle nt results; finan~ d it 
through appropriations obtained in equal amount from the U. A. H .. 
a d the Hebrew Union College, the money advan .. !ed by these bodies to 
be reimbursed fr 0m re!eipts from sales; and made the arrangeme ~ts 
for the distribution and use of the re ords in the ~ommunities where 
we are repres nted . The actual sale of the records is being handled 
through our congregations and their auxiliary groups . The re~ords 
were put on the market only a few weeks ago . To date we have alread·v 
distributed 117 albums in ei ty-six ~ommunities; we have also re
ceived many requests for information from prospective pur,..!hasers . 

Radio Transcriptions . Our. Commission took over from the 
United Jewish Laymen ' s Committee, lo~ated in ew York City, the dis
tribution of two sets of radio transcription records, one containing 
ritual musi~ for Holyday services and the other , for Sabbath ser
vi~es . We offered these to our rabbini~al list free of ~har,e, pro
vided that the rabbi had made arrangements with the radio station in 
advance to use this material for radio broad~asts . Seventy-eight 
~ornmunities have accepted the Holyday material on behalf of ej_ hty
three radio stations and forty-six orruminities have accepted the 
Sabbath material on behalf of forty-ei ht radi stations; the last 
mentioned was supplementary to a large number of congregations whic 
had aecepted the Sabbath material in previous years dire tly from 
the United Jewish Laymen's Committee . 
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Help fo r Building Program . A consider ble number of our ~on
gregations are planning to ere~t new buildings or to build additions 
to or remodel their present building . We have been furnishing to 
11 who have inquired, general information regarding the arrangement 

and fa . .!ilities of a synagogue, center or Religious School buildi ,.f, 
also spe~ial recent features in syna

0
ogue ar~hite~ture, suggestjon~ 

for equipping and ornamenting the ~nterior, and similar information. 
More re.~ently we have offered two new kinds of servi 'e along th~se 
lines . 

We now have a Visiting Consultant in Synagogue Ar~hite~ture 
for the ~ongregations belonging to the U . A. H. C., Professor Franz 
Landsberger , who is Professor of History of Jewish Art at the Hebrew 
Union College . He is prepared to visit any congregation desirin 0 

his serviees and to advise with the Building Committee, architei..!t, 
etc . We are offering this servit!e to our ~ongregations without 
~barge, except the payment of Professor Landsberger's traveling ex
penses . \1r . Harry -1 . Prin0e, practi~in architect in ew Yorl' liity 
who was formerly Deputy Commissioner of Housing and Buildings for 
the ity of ew York and Consultant and Supervising Ar~hitect to th 
New York City Housing Authority and certain bankin and lending in
stitutions in that ~ity, has volunteered to render an important ser
vice as consultant and te~hni~al adviser; our congregations hav been 
invited to forward their plans and specifj_!ations with a breakdown 
of the proposed cost for analysis by Mr . Prin~e from the point of 
view of fair and justifi ble cos s. A considerable number of ~on-
regations have already signified their intention of availing them

s lves of one or both of th se servi~es. 

Plan for the Unaffiliated. At the initiative of the Dir ~tor 
of the U.A.H.C. , Ra bi ~isendrath, Committee to Study the roblem 
of the Unaffiliated, representing the cooperation of th Unio of 
Amerii,;an Hebrew Congregations, the Central Conferen::e of Ameriean 
Rabbis, the Hebrew Union College and the Jewish Institute of Reli
gion, was organiz d to dis~uss the problem and to gather prelimi1n 
information o its variou spe~ts . Rabbi Eisendrath i Ge eral 
hairman . The Committee subdivided itself into four subcommittees, 

as follows : on Larger tropolitan Centers, on Small Towns, on Rural 
Areas, and amon the Yiddish speaking labor group, parti~ularly i 
New York Citr . The sub0ommittee on Larger Metropolitan ,en ers, of' 
whil!h Mr . Max R . S·~hrayer of Chi~ago is Chairm n, h3.s undert ke some 
preliminary studies ir.. a number of the larger ,!i ties to determin th 
need for new ~on6 regations in 0ertn.in districts '\lhere the numb rs of 

he u af 1iliated far· outnumber the affil • i.;.t -d . To do the a tual work 
f org nization will require the servil.!es of' a number of rabbis whn 

will be ble and willing to devote them elves to •his task . The 
Dire~tor of the Commi sio, Rabbi Schwarz, i a~ting s Se~retary of 
then w Committee . 

From time to time w0 have been re~eiving 
requests for sug estio s to meet the unique bookkeeping problems 
which arise in a 0ongregational offi0e bee use of the nature of syna
g gue work . Durirg the present year, in conne~tion with a field 
trip to San Antonio, T xas, t e Dire,!tor helped to install a new 
system of ookkeeping based on a Mod 1 Bude for ~ongre ations which 
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was prepared a number of years ago and recei ved wide distribution. 
The bookkeeping system, based on the nor mal requirements of ~ongrega
tional activity and adapted to the average needs of our con8re 3a
tions , was prepared by the Chief A~~ountant of the Union , Mr . Hyman 
Kanter . It was well re~eived in San Antonio and re0ently was set up 
in convenient form and offered to our 0ongregations . Many requests 
for this system are being received from 0ongregations all over the 
l.!Ountry . 

Continued Proje~ts 

In addition to the information servi~e on which we still ex
pend. a great amount of time and effort both in gatherj_ns and :i.n dis
tributing the information , six other activities su~cessfu1ly ~on
ducteQ in previous years, were ~ontinued, namely , the extensive a~
tivities of the Committee on Ceremonies; THE SYNAGOGUE Section of 
LIBERAL JUDAISM; Isaac M. Wise Memorial Sabbath; Town Hall Dis~ussior 
series; cooperation with the National Association of 'l1emple Se..!re
taries , an agency of our Commission; and the Dire Jtor's field trips . 

Committee on Ceremonies . As the result of man~ representa
tions whil!h had been made to us by rabbis and inte1"'ested laymen, 
indicating that in many communities l!ertain misunderstandin s ~nd 
doubts had arisen in the minds of some ~o g~egational trustees as to 
the justification of the revival of ceremonies in the modern American 
synagogue , a joint Statement on Ceremonies in the Reform Syna o~ue 
was issued on behalf of the Union of merican Hebrew Congregations 
and the Central Conferenc~e of Ameri~an Rabbis. The Statement in
cluded the mandate to the U.A.H.C. to engage in this work whi-h was 
~ontained in a resolution unanimously adopted at the XXXV Coun~il of 
the Union in 1937 . It also des0ribed the labors of the Committee on 
Ceremonies and enumer~ted various ceremonies previously introdu!ed 
or reintrodu··ed by individual rabbis . This was followed by a ..!Om
plete list of fifteen ceremonials or ceremonial aids issued by the 
Committee on Ceremonies with a brief description of each, and a 
similar des0ription of five ~eremonial obje~ts mad from desibns 
originating with the Committee and procu..!ed and distributed by the 
Commission on Synagogue A~tivities . A copy of the Statement was 
sent to rabbis , presidents , secretaries and trustees of our ~ongre
gational mailing list . We also offered to send as many eopies for 
individual members as would be required . So far, 13 , 243 copies of 
the Statement have been distributed in 406 communities, with requests 
still coming in . 

One new ~eremonial was issued during the year, namely, Kiddush 
for Sabbath Eve . This ceremonial was provided for in the Newly Re
vised Union Prayerbook , Part I , published by the Central Conferen~e 
of Ameriean Rabbis . The Committee on Ceremonies issued experiment
ally, as a s uggestion to congregations , a melody for Kiddush for 
Sabbath Eve services in the synagogue after a tune suggested by one 
of the members of the Committee and arranged by Dr . Eric Werner , 
Musical Consultant of the Committee on Ceremonies . So far , twenty
eight 0ongregations have adopted this . 



In the eigh t years during whil.!h it has been at work, the Com
mittee on Ceremonies has made avail ble to ~onGregations the ollow
ing ~eremonies , distributed in the quantities indicated . 

1 . Megillah Ritual , to a~company the readine of the Me illah at 
the Purim servic '- , emphasizin the idea of Jewish survival . h elease~ 
in 1939 . One hundred and eighty- four con regations have pur~ ased 
30,729 ~opies . 

2 . Installation of Congregational Offi~ers, ~eremonial on ths 
spiritual signifi~ance of lay leadership . Released in 1939 . Used 
by sixty- six l!ongregations . 

3 . Chanuko Service Pageant , to revive the t!elebration of Chanuko 
at synagogue services . Released in 1940 . Ninet congregations have 
pur~haseQ 9, 976 copies . 

4 . Ceremony for Sabbath Sh ' kollm, to revive the traditional free 
will offering in the synagogue for the benefit of Jewish institutions 
of learning . Released in 1940 . Twenty ~on regations have pur~hase d 
2 , 261 \.!opies . 

5 . Installation of Rabbi. Re l e sed in 1941. Used by thirty
seven ~ongregatio s . 

6 . Ceremony for Sabbath Sholom, a p trioti~ or pea~e ceremonial 
on the Sa bath nearest to Arm sti0e Day. Rel ased in 1941 . Eighty
ei t con regations have pur~ha s e d 7, 613 c i e s. 

7 . Abridged Megillah Text n En lj_sh, individual -.!opies for use 
of congr egation . Releas ed in 1942. One hundred and thirty- five 
~ongregations have purchased 17,851 ~opi e s. 

8 . Ceremony in the synagogue Suk . Released in 1942 . 
four ~ongregatio~n have pur~hased 2, 315 ~o

4
ies . 

Ti,-1 • nt -
t 

9 . eremon for Sabbath Todo , a thanks givin ~ ,!eremonial on the 
abbath nearest to Thanksgiving Day . Released in 191i2 . Ei h t y t!O -

gregations have purl!hased 7, 445 ~opies . 

10 . Ceremonial for Opening t h e Door for Elijah at the Seder , ~ 
dramatization of the traditional hope of the ~oming of the Messianic 
a ge . Released in 1942 , inety- two congregations have pur0hased 
10 , 481 copies . 

11 . Ceremony for Sabbath Ovos , a parents ' day 
Sabbath befor e Mother ' s Day . Re l eased in 1943 . 
have purvhased 3,415 copies . 

eremonial on the 
Forty co gre at_on 

12 . Family Ceremony for Conse~ration of 
the spirit of Jewish sanctity on impor tant 
leased i 1943 . Thirty- three o gregation 
l!Opie . 

a New Home , tor intr duce 
o~casions in life . Re
have purchased 1,420 

13 . Dedic tion of ervice Honor Roll , ~eremonial with atriotie 
appeal nd appropr iate symbolism . Re l eased in 1943 . Used by t w nty
t Aree con regations . 
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14. Family Yahrzeit Light Ceremonial, intended for use at the 
kindling of the Yahrzeit Li ,ht annually in the home . Released in 
1944 . Sixty-two congregations have pur~hased 11,170 copies . 

The Committee on Ceremonies has created five ceremonial ob
jects as follows and distributed as indi~ated . 

1 . ~bridged Me illah in English , on genuine par~hment with hand
colored illustrations , two editions, eonsisting of 209, solo to 175 
~ongregations , four army camps and thirty individuals . 

2 . Chanuko Lamp , made of statuary bronze, now in its se~ond 
produ .. tion lot . Forty- two have been sold as gifts to the r·os:')e-!tive 
congregations . 

3 . Atoro for Rabbini~al Robe , adopted by one hundred ~ongreg -
tions . 

4 . Shofor - with- Mouthpie~e, to revive the shofor ~eremony, 
adopted by 152 ~on re ations . 

5 . '1arriaee Certifi .... a te, in tended as a vedding gift from the 
~ongre ation . One hundred and forty eon ~egations have introdu~ed 
the use of th_s certifi~ate. 

THE SYNAGOGUE Sect5_o of LIBERAL JUDAIC' ,.!o i ues to be our 
medium for f'urnishi g to congrcgati ns e asse throu h their rabbi, 
president , seeretary and truste s, o qu te its masthe, d, "informa
tion and suggestions on synao-ogue poli~y, rogram and projel.!ts . 11 

From a11 indications, this co tinues to be widely read and ut:5-lizec:1 . 
Fifty- three hundred .:opJ_ s are distributed. to the abov mention d 
list . 

Isaa~ . Wi e 1emorial Sabbath . For five e rs w h ve e -
~oura ed the o servan~e of Isaa~ M. Wise emorial Sa bath in our l.!on
gregatinns by furnishing a sug e ted profram for specials rvi e 
nd ppropriate literature in pamphlet form . Last year's pamphlet 

~ontained pro ram outline; a brief ritual by Rabhi Joseph R. Naro; 
si nifi0ant utter~nces of Isaac ayer Wise, selected from his 
writings; a brief biogr phic 1 ote on the life of Rabbi Wis ; Isaac 
Mayer Wi e , a poem , by Rabbi Alex Alan Steinba~h; the t xt of hymn 

y Rabbi Wise entitled , "Let There Be Light"; v rious referen0es to 
source material on the life and work of Rabbi Wise . Two hundred and 
sixt e con re ations now bserve Isac M. Wis emorial Sabbath . 

Town Hall Discussions . Our Town Hall discussions ri s has 
b en ex remely popular and has be n widely utilized in co e~tion 
with th Friday evening servi es, as well s by ~isterhoods, Brother
hoods, Hillel roups , dult study groups , youth groups, religious 
hi - chools and other similar groups . It is unique in its pproal.!h 
ad from that pint of view, the only material of its kind availabl . 

Las year I s ,opic , "Religio Prepares for Peat!e" prepared by 
Rabbi Samuel Glasner , was divided into eight ubtopius to afford the 
con re ational members n opportunity to disuuss timely que tio s 



whi~h they had been mentioning frequently in conversation and ~on
cerning whivh there seemeu to be considerable confusion in the minds 
of many people . The subtopics are as follows ~ I . Is Religion ';the 
Opiate of the Masses"? - Is Religion a Rea0tionary Force? II. Ca 
Religion Mix with Politics? - Wbat is Religion's Responsibility to 
So~iety? III . Can Religion Mix with Business? - 'What Part Can Re
ligion Play in Economics? IV . Is Religion a Business? - How an 
Interest in Religion Be In~reased? V. 'What Has Religion to Offer 
Young People? VI. Is Religion ''for Women Only" ? VII . Shall Re
ligion Be Taught in the Publi~ S~hools? - What Is Religion's Stake 
in Edu·:!ation? VIII . Can Religion Accept the Germans and Japanes ?
What Is Religion 's Stake in the New World Order? Two hundred and 
thirty- three opies of this material were distributed in 193 ~ogre
ga tions . 

The new series :for the ~urrent season is e titled , 11 The Je-w 
Today and Tomorrow . 11 

N. A. T . S . The National Asso~iation of Temple Se~r taries W4s 
organized at the XXXVII Coun~il of the U. A. H. C. in Detroit i 1941 . 
It consists of a group f professional and voluntary se~ret ries of 
congregati~ns affiliated with the .A.H .. , banded to .e ther for 
greater efficien yin the work of the individual se~re aries and for 
more fruitful service to the ..!ongre

0
atio s. It has held two eneral 

meetings, the organizational meet.:.n in Detroit nd he Se~o .1.d Bi
ennial C nvention in 1ew York ity in April, 1943 , in conju .!tion 
with the XXXVIII Coun il of the U .A. - · . , d in addition, ,_. F rst 
Eastern Regional Conferen~e in Ne York ity on May 22 a~ 23, 1944 . 
The a\!tivities and del_b rations of thi.., e1 and rowing bony has 
been on a high plane an. gives promise of in\!re~sin6 ly timely and 
valuable ~ontribution to Jewish ..!ongregational life . A separat , 
report pr ·pared by its President, Mr. Irving I. Katz, will be pre
sented t this meeting and as heretofore, will constitute an ape dix 
to the report of the Commission on Synag~ ue A~tivities . 

Director's Field Trips . Owing to the may avtivi ies and 
proje~ts requiring his attention at the home offi~e, the Dir ,tor's 
w rk in he field unfortunately has been limited . At the heg nip 
of Novemb r he visited Chi ago and made a study, o invitation, of 
the set-up and a~tivities of K. A .. T mple in Chi ago rh1~h indicat J~ 
an ex..!eptionally progr ssive and forward-looking progr m. He 
ferred with the chairmen of the princip 1 ~ongreg tional commi 
offi ers of the Sisterhood and Brotherhood and other officers, 
made various sug estions based on the experiences of oth r co 
tions . Later i the same month he condu~ted for th trustees, 
offi~ers and committee ~hairmen of the congregations belongin o 
the New York F der tion of Reform Synagogues, three seminars o 
Syna ogue Singing, Ritual and Worship ard embership, r spe~tivel . 
In April he spent a week in San Antonio on i vitation re~eived fr m 
Congregation Beth El to sur,ey the administrative and finan~ial se -
up of the congregation in relatio to is extensive activity pro 0 ram . 
As a result f this visit, a number of cha ges were mad by the ~o -
gre ation, i ~ludi g the adoption of a new system of budgeting and 
aceou ting, ad preliminary steps were taken to revise the ~onstitu
tion and by-law to embo y various tenden0ies in modern con re a-
tio al life along re~e t and more pro ressive lies . 
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The Future 

The eleven new projects initiated during the last two years, 
together with the more seasoned activities, in our opinion, indicate 
some of the future possibilities of the department of Synagogue Av
tivities. We feel that this department has now made a definite 
place for itself in the congregational picture and has demonstrated 
its ability to parti~ipate in and help to promote synagogue progress . 
As yet we have just scratched the surfa~e. There are many areas in 
Jewish congregational and community life whi---h we have barely touched 
and which offer a rich field for extensive and intensive work. May 
we find the opportunities and the resour~es to play our part well! 

Respectfully submitted, 

ALEX FRIEDER 
Chairman 

JACOB D. SCHWARZ 
Dire~tor 



APPEI\TDIX 

ANNUAL REPORT 

ATIOHAL ASSOCIATION OF TEMPLE SECRETARIES 

De roi t, 1ivhiga 
rovember 28~ 1945 

To th Commission o ynagogue Activities of the 
Unio of Ameri .: a Hebrew vongregatio s 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am plP,ased to submit the following report of the Natio al 
Association f Temple Sei...;retaries fnr t e period beginni g with 
November 15, 1944 . 

:rATIONAL CONVENTIO IN MARCH , 1946 

Because of O. D. T . regula ions we were unable to hol~ w- meet
i gs during the neriod covered by this report . Hovever, we are now 
planning the program for our Third National onvention whi~h will be 
held in Cin~innat.:., March 3-6, 1946, con.!urrently i.1it the 39th 
Coun~il of the Union of Ameri~an Hebrew Congreg tions . It •will be 
in the for of a series of round tabl dis~u sinns under t~e general 
theme "The Pla-.!e oft e Se---re ary int e Te ple S rue ure . " 

PUBLI ATIONS 

The Proceedin s of e First ~aster R ional onfere vein 
New York were printed in a pamp 1 t form and distributed to 11 
Secretaries nd Presidents of Union Congregations . 

CODE OF ST Lt ffiARDS 

A Code of ta dards for the r.remple F.,xecuti ve Se~re tary w s 
prepared for the guidan~e or Se~re aries and the o reGat~onal 
Board of Trustees . This was published i THE SY1;"AGOGUE ,.!ti n of' 
LIBERAL JUDAIS f'"' .. .,r , 1945, and i di vidu3.l ·o:1iPS se 1.t to 11 
C. C . A. R . and U. A. H .. Rabbis and to all Prenidents nd S~cretaries 
of U. A. H .. Congregations . 

KIT QT PUBLI ND RE,ORDS 

A special Committee a sembled an extensive colle~tion of m~ 
terial on syna:,o ue publi-.!ity nd syna ogue re0or sand forms used. 
by U . A . H . C . , nn e a ions . T e bes t mater i 1 in t e 0 o 11 I.! i o ·w i 11 
bes lected and cl ssif ed . I is now in th ands of R bbi Ja~o· 
D. Schwarz ad wj_ll be ready for distri'utio as son as ossible . 

PEI SION PL 

A spevi 1 omm ttee is ~ompleting a Pensio 1 
Se c retaries . The report oft Committee will be prese ted i 
very near future to the Exe ~utive Board of the U io for its p 
val . 
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PLA E IBrT 

We have assisted five Co gregations in enga ,ing full-time 
Exe utive Secretaries . One Con regatio engaged t e andidatc pro
posed by us and in another onoregation we were responsible forte 
promotion of an Assistant Secretary to the status of EJce0utive 
Secretary . 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF EXECUTIVE SE RETARIE' 

At the suggestion of I~ . Jerome Levy, Fina ce Director oft e 
Union: a series of biographi~al sketches of Exe~utive Se~retaries 
appeared in ALERT, a publication of the Union . Thee ~rti~les re 
vealed not only t ~e ri~h exp2rience and fine ba~k 0 round of full-tirr.e 
Se0retaries but helped to publicize the l\T . A. T. S . 

THANKS TO U. A. H. C. 

The Dire~tor of the Commission on Synagogue Activities, · 1e 
Dire tor of the U. A.H .. and other members of the Union staff ave 
been most elpful and ~ooperative at all times and we are gratAful 
to them for their encouragemen and assistance. 

Re spectfully submitt d, 

IRVING I . KATZ 

P esiden 



REPORT 01◄1 COMMISSio· ON INFORMATION ABOUT JUDAISM 

To the Executive Board of 

Cin,_inna ti, 0 io 
November, 1945 

The Union of Ameri~an Hebrew Congregations: 

During the past year we have begun planning for enlar~ement of 

the work of our Comm_·_ssion 1-rhose purpose it is to disseminate :..nfor

mation about Judaism. 

P'.lPULAR STUDIES 

Before we entered into the war, our efforts were dirc~ted 

mainly in the channel of produ~ing Popular Studies in Judajsm - au

thoritative statements on various aspe0ts of Je•wish life and thou h,l.. 

This activity has def:i_nitely established our Commission as an au

thentic agency for the publication of su~h material . 

During the past year, with t e limit d budget at our disnosal, 

we were not enabled to publish new pamphlets int is series . B1t 

the demand from the men in the Armed For.Jes has been so '.)reat tat 

,re were obliged to reprint seventeen of our pamphlets . For the 

oming year, wit the in~rcased appropriation that has been allotte d 

to us, we plan to resume t e printin of new pamphlets . 

VOI E OF' RELIGIO SERIES 

The pamphlets i tis series are ~ontlnuing the r popularity. 

We have printed and distributed two new pamphlets tis past year. 

"Tomorrow's World'' by Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger and "What's It All 

About, R bbi?" by Chaplain Harry Essrig. 

In addition, two new pamphlets are now in the hands oft e 

printer> One is "The Torah Joins the ravy" by Chaplain M. . 
Witherspoon and the other __ s ''Shoulder to Shoulder Under God" by 

Chaplain Ely Pilchik . 

It has been suggested to us hat t every excellent address 

delivered by Chaplai Roland B . Gittelsohn at the Dedi~ tion oft e 

cemetery on Iwo Jima be printed as a Voi0e of Religion pamp let . 

This is now in the hands of our Commission . 

HEW PROJECTr, 

A sub-"'omm5_ ttee of our Commission h s given favorable cons der

a tion to the in roduction of two new projects i our pamp let series. 

These-were to be considered at t e meeti g of our Commission w ich 

was called durinc the sessions oft e Conference . 

The one proje~t consists of taking over the Sinai leaflets 

projected most su~·essfull by Rabbi Joseph I . Gorfinkle , If the 

Commission approves he re~ommendation of the slb-committee, we 

would reprint those already prepared an . then print new pamphlets 

int at series . 
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The other project was brou ht to our attention by Rabbi Louis 
Witt . It consists of the publication of pamphlets in simple l~n
guage intended al together for t~1e masses . Rabbi Witt l:as proposed 
a novel plan for the distribution of t~ese pamphlets so that they 
will reach those for whom they are intended . 

REQUEST FROM FRANCE 

We have re~eived a ~ommunication from Rabbi R. Sommer of Paris , 
who ~aw our bro0hures among the Jewish soldiers abroad . He thought 
that these pamphlets could be translated into French and adapted 
for the use of the Fren~h Jewish public . He has already proceeded 
to translate Rabbi Abraham J . Fel dman's pamphlet , "Contributions of 
Judaism to Modern Sol.!iety . 11 Rabbi Sommer stated that the bro hures 
would be distributed free of -..harge and asked permission to proceed 
with further translation and distribution, which we readily granted . 

OUR PAMPHLET MATERIAL IS RECOMMENDED 

The Jewish Welfare Board has issued a sele~ted bibliograp~y of 
pamphle material fr the use of Jewish~ aplains and Jewish Welfare 
Board representatives. Twenty organizations are listed . Of our 
Popular Studies and Voice of Religion Series, twenty-eight titles 
are recommended . This ~onstitutes the l gest list of a y of the 
organizations whose pamphlets are recommended. 

COMMITTE~S OF CO 

Our Commission cont·nues o fun~tion under three sub-committees 
as follows : Voi~e of Religi n Series, Rabbi Benjamin Friedman , 
Chairman; Holiday Press Notices, abbi Sidney s . Tedes he , Chairman; 
and Holiday Sermon Pamphlets , Rabbi Jacob J . Weinstein, Chairma . 

APPRE IATION 

We are greatly enheartened by the fine support that we ha e 
re~eived for our work from the rabbis oft e Conferen~e , espe~ially 
those who are serving as ~haplains . We are thankful to the Union 
of Ameri~an Hebrew Congregations for its re~ognition of our work 
through an in~reased allotment for the ~oming year . 

We are grateful to th Freudenthal Foundatio of Trinidad , 
Colorado for its continued support of our efforts . 

Respectfully submitted , 

H RY W. ETTELSON 

Chairman 



ATNUAL REPORT 
of 

COMMISSION OI\ JEWISH EDUCATION 

To the Executive Board . 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

June 30, 1945 

During the year 1944- 45 we have l!ontinued 0ur work l the 
field of Je--;:Tish education . We have published new boo1~s fo!' ~hildr n, 
for young people , for tea(!hers, and for adults . We ha re e"J.rrled 
further during this year the organization of he Ameri0an ~nstitute 
for Jewish Studies . A detailed report of our work follows: 

Manusl!ripts Published 

"The Jewish Kindergarten" by Deborah Pessin and Temimn .,z ri . 

This is a highly original book for tea~hPrs covering all the 
Jewish holidays , ~swell as Thanksgivin D·y and Lin~oln's and 
Washington ' s Birthdays. Te authors have skillfully wov.n t0ee ·hr 

~tivities and projects that will delight littl , ~hildren . Art 
~raft and musi~ suggestions ar~ included. Exvellent for kinder
garten and primary grades. 

Jewish Kindergarten Pi~ture 

This is a set of pictures for h - 1.!hildren, --c(!ompany i ng 11 T e 
Jewinh Kindergarten . 11 

Teal!her's Booe for "Hillel's Happy_Holida.ys" .. Rose l . Golub . 

This Tea~her ' s Book renres nts a ~~r ful development of . 
series of uni ts on the Jewish ol idays o ,:.,i..;ompar: y "Hi.11 1' s 

Happy Holidays . " Ea 1!h u it ~ n ta.ln a numb ~r of worth w ile ::-1ro
jel! ts which ave be n tri d o t eXiJeriment 1 by th , ,. ·h or . 

"A Short Histor of the J ws" y Dr . Ja~ob 
Gre ,n . 

• olub and Dr . Alan" . 

This work is intended to fill a great need i our Hi S(! ooJ 
Department for a one-volume review of Je-rish history . Using either 
the problem or topic arrangem nt that will appeal to ou g people , 
Drs . Golub and Green have presented an interesting rev ew of J wish 
history to a~qu int our young people with the thrilli stor of th 
rise and development oft e Jewish people and of Judaism . 

"Purim ' s Children" by Beatri •e Simon . 

A charming and or gi 1 Purim play, appropriate for ~hildre 
ages 9 - 12 . 

"Mr . History Explains" by Ralph J . Help r in . 

An amusing Purim play for~ ildren 8 - 12 . 
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"Shoes for Hilda II by F:J.ye Evelyn Klein . 

A Purim play, simply written, e.:; .. ~ellent for ~hildren 7 - 9 . 

"A Guide t.., Audio-Visual Aids in the Jewish S(!lool" by Dr . Azriel 
Eisenberg . 

Lists , record ings , pi~tures , films , ad slides for the Jewis 
religious school . 

Manuscripts in Press 

"A History of Jewish Art" by Dr . Franz Landsberger . 

This unique book presents , for the first time i th Eng ish 
language, an ae~ount of the history of Jewish art from it earliPst 
beginnings to our own time . It is written by a outstandin0 1uthor
ity on the subjeet , and reveals to what extent the arts were devel 
oped amongst Jews throughout the a 6es . Te book , intended for 
adults and young people, inGludes 200 illustrations, ivi g the 
reader a vivid picture of Jevish ar . 

11 250 Sele,~ted Plays of Jewish Interest - an Index 11 b .. Ber ~ard 
Starkoff . 

"Mi~hael Turns the Gl e'' _ y Deborah Pessin . 

"A Course on the Syn gogue" by Toby K. l:urzband . 

"They Shall Live On," a play about the heroic four ch1. lnins who 
gave up their life belts, by Lydi~ Caplan. 

"The Little Lost Tree , " a Chamisho Osor playlet, y Fay Evelyn 
Klein . 

Bible Commentaries 

Our ~ommittee on Bible ommentaries has made several assi, -
ments to some of our men for he preparation of ~ommentaries o the 
Bible in our series of popular l!ommentaries . The manuseript by Dr . 
Leo L . Honor on Kings I has been omple ted , opiec and is nolT i 
the hands of our Reading ommittee . 

Youth Work 

Durin the past year we have agai had to reor anize our youth 
w rk owin to the fat that our interim director , Liss Hele Louse 
Goldstrom, was ~ompelled to give up her work . We secured the ser
vi~es of Miss Helen L . Strauss who, with an offi~e i ew York, ha 
continued to stimulate the N. F . T. Y. groups and to hold them to ether 
during these days when so many of the oung men who were ffiliated 
wi our young p ople ' s gr ups are in th . servi . 

We continued to publish THE MESSENGER, edited by Miss Strauss, 
whi h serves as a medium for keeping in touch with our youn 
people's groups . 



Your Educational Director attended a meeting f the Exe~utive 
Board of the N. F . T . Y., the first held in two years, and some morP 
plans were laid for stimulating al.!tivities amon3st t e yout groups 
of our temples . At his suggestion the eorrJnittee is now stud in 
the possibility of a project for the young people, namely, of rP
building one of the ruined s rnagogues in Europe out oft e fu ds 
contributed by the N. F . T . Y. 

We now have seventy- nine affiliated youth groups, wit a mem
bership totaling over 3,250 . 

A new effort will be made by the youth roups to in rod1~~ 
study and discussion courses during the ~oming year . 

Teacher Training • 

We are ~ontinuing our activities in the field of e cher 
trai in , trough handit!apped by the fact that vPry few tea . .: ers 1 

conventions could be held und r present war ~onditions . maller 
institutes were ar anged i various ~ommu ities, with the x~ep io 
of the Ohio-Mi~higa - Indiana Jewish Religious .~1:hool Tea~hers 1 

Asso.:iation, whi~ held its ~o ve tio in Indianapolis . Le~tures 
to ea~hers d adults were arr·anr;ed in the folloiring .::ommu itieu : 

hi~a o, Ill . , orcester, ass ., Brookl , T.Y., Tew Roi.!_ lle . Y. 
Youn·stow , Ohio, Fort Wayne, Ind., e ort, L . , ewar, T. J . , 

olumbu, Ohio , . emp is, Te . , Housto Texas, ilwauke is . 

THE JEWI H TEA HE i being is 
Dr . Emanuel Gamoran. 

a a quar erly, dited by 

We are gra eful to the rational Federation of Temple ~i er
hoods for ~ontinuing their support 0f our work with the t a .!hers . 

In the offi,.!e itself our work has in~reased con • nuously . e
que s shave ~ome a .d c ntinue to ~ome from all parts f th ~ou try 
for edu~ational guida e and advice for~ ildren, for you r ppopl 
A. d for adults . 

Ex erimen ation 

Through the l.!ooperation of the Jewish Edut:atinn Committee ir 
IT w Y rk we have c n inued our experimental work in ome of the 
religious s~hool int at ity . We have sele~ted two nr three 
tea~hers from ch of the followings~ ools : Templ Israel e ral 
Synagogue , ad Temple Israel of 1ew Ro~helle . Thes were or a ized 
into wh tis k own s the urriculum Workshop . It WA.s tho objec 
of ea0h of the tea~h rs o work out i his class nd in co e~tio 
with the particul r ~ourse he is teaching , some units of a ~ ivity 
around which Jewish i formation nd ttitudes may e or aniz d . 
Some of these units wer written up and published in THE SH 
TEACHER . 

One of the te chers in Temple Ir el was e aged on a five-d y
a - week asis , with the understa din that sh e would meet with her 
~lasso e afternoon a week in additio Lo Sunday, and g v thr e 
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other afternoons to meeting with the children in homes or elsewhere 
in groups . Through t hese contacts with both children and p~rents 
she would attempt to help introduce Jewish influen es into the home 
The ~ongregation pays one half of the ~ost of the experiment, t e 
Jewish Educati0n Committee, the ther . We hoe to ~ontinue tis 
experiment during the next year . 

The teacher keeps a ~areful educational di~ry, describin~ no 
only her lessons, but all home visits, her experien~es with the 
parents , the children ' s parties, et.! . We think that this exp rim nt 
has many possibilities for good . When completed it will be write 
up and published in THE JEWISH TEACHER . 

We are grateful to the Jewish Eduvati0n Committee of N w York 
City for their generous support of our work . 

Ameri~an Institute for Jewish Studies 

Sinl.!e t.e last meeting of the Executive Board, ,e have issued 
our first Register of Courses for the Amerivan Institute for J wish 
Studies . These were sett all offi~iating rabbis of the Union 
and the Conferenve. Eighty-tree ongre ations have establis ed 
bran~ es of the Ameri~an Institute for Jewish Studies . Some f ur 
~ ngregations are still having diffi~ulty organizi g new a~tjviti ,~ 
1 the absen~e of their regularly ap oi t d rabbi who is • the 
craplain~y and whose posi ion is only t mporarily filled by a new 
ma . 

Under the auspices of the Ameri -.! n Institute we have likewise 
prepared three essays forte following n iversary elebrations 
whi~h o~cur in 1945: 

11 e Remember Seixas" by Rabbi Abram V. Good.man . 

This is to commemorate the 200th birthday nniversary of 
Gershom Mendez Seixas, ur first American born rabbi . 

''Jacob S hiff in Retrospect" by Abram V. Go dma . 

This is to commemorate the twenty-fift anniver3ary of he 
death of Javob Sc iff, finan~ier and hilanthropist . 

"The Birthday fa Book" y Dr . Vi •tor E . Reichert . 

This i3 to 'Omm mor te th 500th nniv rsar of the First 
Hebrew Bi le Con0ordan~e . 

T ese ar now in press and will b vail ble s ortly . 

An improveme t m r be noted in our work with t e A.meric n 
Institute for Jewish Studies . Last year th re were only fifty-seven 
eongregations; tis year there . are eighty- three . Th num er of 
groups in reased from seventy to 123 . Seventy-thr of thes ~r• u s 
have had ten session or more; eightee had 1 ss th n ten session· . 
The total number of students is over 2,500 . 
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Considering all the difficulties that ~on regation~ hav 
organizing study activities these days, I feel tat American I 
tute f r Jewish Studies is to be •..!ongratulated on its improved 
showing this year . 

Miscellaneous 

in 
sti-

As in the past, we ooperated with the Jewish Book W ek ou il 
and prepared and issued a list of suggested books for Jewis Be ok 
Week . We have sent exhibits of our books to the Jewis _ Book Fair 
in Kew York City and to other gatherinas of rabbis and tea~hers . 

We ~ooperated with the Feder tion of Reform Synagogues in Kew 
York City through Rabbi Falk and the 0ducation ~onsultants who work 
with him, and with the Jewish Edu~ation Committee, in improving the 
status of our s~hools in New York City . We are extending ~oopera
tion to the Federation of Ref rm Synagogues in Chicago, of whi~h 
Rabbi Phineas Smaller is the director . 

These and other similar tasks are par of thP regular work 
~hat are diffi ult to describe in our reports . We are happy to 
report tat the sales of our books ve a ai in~reased this year 
and have already exceeded those of the previo1s year . 

C nclusion 

Our Commission fully appreviates its r sponsibility for Jewish 
edu ation in these days of trial. We h ve the advan age oft ri~h 
technical knowledge and th enthusiasm f ur Director, Dr . Em'J.nuel 
Gamer n, whose deep devotio to the cause of Jewis edu ati n is 
largely responsible for the magnificent progress we have made it eIL 

to . We rely , all of us, upon the ~ourage which God gives us to f c 
our task . Our faith in Him is our assuran~ that we shall not f- 11 

and t .at Israel will live to serve God and mankind . 

Therefore, we prepare for a new eneration, 
c ildren loyalty to Israel, to Tora, ad t God . 
work of our hands . 

eat:hi P; our 
ay He bless ·he 

Respe tfully submitted, 

SOLOMOIT B . FREEHOF 

Ch1irman 



June 30 , 1945 

l'-TTJAL REPORT 

NEW YORK FEDERATIO OF REFOR~ SYNAGOGUES 
an agen y of the 

Union of Ameri an Hebrew Congreg t·ons 

TO THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OP THE 
UNION OF AMERICA -. HE HEW COI•GREGATIONS 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This report whi~h summarizes the general a~tivities of the ew 
York Federation of Reform Synagogues from Julr 1, 1944 to June 30, 
1945, brings to a l!lose the third season of our or -aniz t~.on . Formed 
in June , 1942, the Federation has condu~ted a pro6r~m along four 
major obje0tives which has un:i.ted the Reform Synagogues of' the Unio 
of Ameri0an Hebre-w Congre 0 a tions in this large Jewish :.!enter i to 
fellowship of mutual interest nd purpose . While the pro~ram in th ~ 
main was a .!ontinuation and enlargement of the prevjous years, many 
new proje,.!ts were un ertaken wh:.t!h indicated the ,rowing influen\!e 
and value of ~ooperative thinking and plann ng. 

A. OTIVATI O Al\-D GOALS 

The motivation ad goals of the ro rm were outlined at the 
organizational me e ting and incorpor t dint e ~onstj_tution as fol
lows : 

1 . To a~t as rBpres ntat ve of Re rm Judaism in m tters 
affe•.! ting reli r;ious, moral and \.! ommuna l lj_fe in me Lro
pol~tan New York. 

2 . To prom t the im of the member Congregations in thej_r 
evotional, edu0ational and communal a·tivities . 

3 . To promote the a~ms, purposes and welfare oft e Union 
in metropolitan Hew York . 

4 . To at! t as the und rais n/J' 0 e l!Y of the U ion ·.n me tro
poli t - n New Yor17: . 

Th Feder tion is organized on cemo~ratic prin ~iples . Ea'h on
gregat on, regardless of size or influen.:!e, is equally represe ted 
by three delegates - the Rabbi , the r side t d a Lay Dele 1,ate -
all of whom serve on an Assembly of D le ates, the overninc:, a d 
legislative body , vhi..!h ele0ts officers, formulates poli ies c1 di
re~ts the program . An Exe0utive Committee, ~omposed of officers, 
Union-offil.!ials , a d eleven ele~ted delegates, condu,..!ts th dminis 
trative affairs . This roup 0onvenes quarterly, while the ssembly 
of Dele ates holds three sessions durin th eason . 

The activities and projeets approved by th governin bodie 
ar•e a0tivated by Fun0tional Committees onsistin, of delegates d 



2 . 

other qualified persons appointed by the President for the year of 
hj_s in\.!umbency . This pro...!edure gives a broad base for gener 1 parti
ci ation and an opportunity for every dele~ate to share in the phase 
of the program of his particular interest . During this season, 
P.ight Functional Committees operated . Their work will be des~rib d 
under appropriate se~tions of this report . 

C. THE PROGRAM IN GENERAL 

The a1.;tivities of the Federation for this seas s n were a 0on
tinuation and amplifivation of the program previously i iti~ ed . 
This is understandable when one considers the s~ope ad chara~ter f 
the Federation . As an organization of religi us insti utions, h 
Federation parallels every aspect of syn gogal life nd endeavors o 
diro0t its attenti-Jn to tho i. e problems l!alling for immecia e as we 1 
as long r nge plRnning . This is a co tinual and a~cu ulative pro~e 

D. THE FUNCTIONAL O ITTEES 

The following is a rief des~ription 0f th 
and some of the major problems en~ountered by th 
Committees duri g the season: 

1 . Committee on Membe rship 

a~ ivi ies 
eight Fun~ io al 

The Federation is ~ompos d of thirty- three ~0n~r ~a ions int P 

metr polita ar a which include Manha a, Bronx, rooklyn, Len 
I land and West~he ter, wi ha nPport d ember3hi.r of approx matelv 
twelve thousand families, numbering about 60,000 ersons . 
estimate should be ~onsider d advisedly for j_t does not 
9.-.!1.;Urate pi~tur of the enrollment of our• ef rm moveme t . To ... ro
vision is made for the large umber of unaffili ted Wh'J worshi t 
regular we kly an holiday servi~es or who use th fa~ili ies of he 
Synagogue f r various oc .!asio s . An at em t shall e d8 o l! Oun 
the a~tual roster f ur Reforffi Synagogues ~o ductin a~ nsu of 
membershi, includin6 not nly hoe actually affiliated Rs omb rs 
in goods andi ~P. buL also t et ou nd w o ... ass rough h r -
li i us door for various rea.o s . I will ~ive mo a~~· rte 
statement of the vitalit f the R form movem J~t in them ~opolita 
area . 

a . Winnine the Una 'filiat d 

The C mm tt e o Memb ,rship with "11 • Herbert S ·hwa z o 8n r t 1 
Syn ogue a ~h irma dire~ted it att tio o the problem o th J 
un ffiliated . At he Annual Assembly of Delega es, pl . o timu
la e synag gal affiliatio wa i itiated . A list of ~- roximately 
eigh thou and ames w o tai ed a d distribut d . A 1-!he,~king 
a ainst the co reea ional ro ters dis~losed that ei hteen per~ent 
were afiiliated with eform gogues . S veral meetings w ,re held 
with the chairm ,n of looal synagogal embership ommi ttees a~,~ord 
to their respective oroughs , ad a pro~edure was adopted bye ch 
borou h roup to cont ct tho e p rsons who wer un ffiliated . Th 
result of this ffort was both encoura 1 and prom in . 

d 
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The Committee on Membership envisages a general plan to increase 
the ranks of Reform Judaism in the metropolitan area by organizing 
new con regations in localities where such institutions do no exist. 

b . Membership Committees 

On November 22nd, a general vonferen0e of local Synago al Member
ship Committees took pla0e and it was de~ided to hold period1c ses
sions of these groups to exchange experie ~es and ideas of mutu 1 
interest . Rabbi Jacob D. S~hwarz , Direetor of Synagouue Activitie 
of the Union of American Hebrew Con regations, addressed this gather
in . 

~ - Committee on Greater Lay Parti~ipation 

Closely allied with the question of the unaffiliated is the 
pro lem of absenteeism of regular members from weekly Sabbath ser
vices and other congregational fun_tions . Working on the hypothesis 
that an i formed and participating laity will make active members, 
the Federation two years ago appointed a Committee on Greater Syna
gogue Lay Parti~ipation to devise sp ~ifi~ and praeti0al re~ommenda
tions to personalize the program of the Synagogue . Since the problem 
was so ex ensive , the Committee de~ided to lim:t its task by con-
!8 trating on two spe~ifi~ aspects of the subje~t and appointe tro 
Commissions to investi ate the topi~s of Go ·regational Sin ~1ng ad 
Personalizing the Ritu I. Rabbi Max Meyer of Free Synagogue 01 
Flushing headed the latter Commission w il Rabbi M~x Rei~hler of 
Beth Sholom Peoples Temple led the form ~roup. Mx . Lawrence B . 

ohen of Temple Israel of Tew York served as ~hairman f the eneral 
Conuni t tee . 

Several meeti s took pla0e durin the season on Congre ational 
Sining and on Lay Participation in the Ritual , attended by rabbis, 
eantors, chairmen of Choir, Musi~, Ritual and Worship SynagogaJ 0om
mittees . Rabbi S •hwarz lso addressed the meetin sin Tovember and 
related the national with the local effort . 

As a result of these conferen~es and dis0ussions, several ·!o -
gregations have already initiated teps along these lines with pro
mising results . 

3 . Committee on Religious Education 

The Committee on Religious Educat1on under the leadership of Mr . 
~ortimer Brenner of Congregation Beth Elohim as vhairman ~ontinued 
its successful administration in improving the educational standards 
in our Rell ious S\,;hools . There are eight thousand \,;hildren enrolled 
wi ha staff of three hundred and twenty-five teachers . 

a . The Over - All Plan 

The immediate as well as the long range objectives in its pro
gram of improvement of religious eduction may be summarized as 
follows : 
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a . Improvement in organizational and administrative prn~ti es . 

b . Improvement of the professional standards of teacher per
sonnel. 

~ . Development and expansion of high school departments in the 
religious schools . 

d . Continuin ., program of research in specific problems in 
religious education . 

e . Stimulat~on of ~ommunity interest and support for the edu·a
tional program. 

b . Personal Supervision and Consultation 

Through the conscientious attention of the two Edu~ational Con
sultants, Dr . Philip Jaffe and Mr . Javob H. Raphael, furnished by the 
Jewish Education Committee , the Religious Schools re eived personal 
supervisory servj_ve and direct_ on in their edu~ational problems . 
During the season, these Consultants visited the Religious Sehools, 
observed 1.!lassroom tea~hing, stimulated the fa~ulties to self-evalua
tion and criti ism, managed the Teacher Pla~ement Service which 
ass:sted principals in securing quali ·ed te ers to fill the un
usually large number of vu ·anl.!i .s l.!aused b r th war, and organized 
eight gr up fal.!ul ty mee ings in the form of ,rorkshops whi h afforded 
dis~ussion and exchange of experien~es int rms of lo~al situa ions 
and a 1.!larifi\.!ation o.f t e aims and achiev ents of the Reform Re
ligious S0hools . Through tnc Te ~hr Placement Service, forty-four 
teal!hers were pla~ed this s ason. The Committee is now en a e in 
the important task of developing a ~lan of Tea!her Certifi~ation 
which will assure the establishment of standards of instru~tional 
classroom pro edure . 

e . Study and Resear~h 

Ano her important aspe~t of the program was the study and re
sear~h of specifi~ problems of the Reform Reli~ious S~hool . As a 
result of the Hi h School study conducted in 1943 on the problems of 
the hieh s hool classes , conferences with rabbis, principals and 
t achers resulted in the formulation of spe:ific re•ommendations co -
~erning standards of admission, graduation, ~urrivulum and extra
~urri ular activities of this department . The study on Confirm tio 
and Bar Mitsvo was ~ompleted this season . This i vestig tion was an 
outgrowth of the findings of the High S~hcol survey whi~h revealed 
that a decline of attendance after Confirmation was only thirt en 
per-ent of the students who ·were confirmed at the <!lose of the ele
mentary grades . A special committee was appointed to implement the 
findings and recommendations of this study which will eventuate into 
a definite policy to enhance the significance and invrease the ef
fectiveness of the Confirmation experience . 

d . A Svhool for Jewish Studies 

In ac ord n0e with the recommendation at the October Assembly of 
Delegates, Committee was appo nted to investigate the fea ib 1 ~ 
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of establishing a School for Jewish Studies to give the ne0essary 
background and training to our Religious School teachers which will 
enable them to present an intelligent, enthusiastic and appre~iative 
understanding of Reform Judaism and to offer facilities for an inte
grated Jewish adult program in our Synagogues . 

4 . Committee on Youth 

Significant ~hanges oceurred this year in the Youth program 
whi~h had a direct bearing upon the conduct of the Committee on Youth 
and which resulted in a more definitive description of the scope of 
the Committee on Youth . 

a . An Enlarged Program 

In October , the National Organization appointed Miss Helen L . 
Strauss as Interim- Director of the National Federation of Temple 
Youth . Miss Strauss established headquarters in the New York office 
and assumed personal supervision of the metropolitan youth program . 
This relationship brought the metropolitan youth into the ramework 
of the Iat onal Youth organization, a essential and w olesome step 
in the development of an integrated J,routh program in the S;{n3.i'"0 0 UP . 

Under her leadership, the youth groups were stimulated to grater 
a~tivity . A New York Le ague of the 1! t·onal ~ederation of T mple 
Youth Affiliates was formed 4nd conduJted ~on eren~es, rallies and 
other functions of an edu~ationAl nd reli ious nature . 

b. The Youth Consultant 

With the grant from the Jewish Edu·ation Committee, the Feder~
tion engaged Mr . William N. Sternberg as Youth Consultant to visit 
ur Youth Leagues for supervisory purposes and to guide the adult 

leaders as well as our young people themselves in the development 
of a program of Jewish interest and inspiration . The first under
taking of Mr . Sternberg was the fa~tual study of the organization, 
aims and activities of our Youth Leagues . These findings were d~s
l!Ussed at the Assembly and served as a basis for the development of 
a sound and practical youth procedure in our ~ongre ations . 

c . Adult Interest 

With Rabbi Solnmon Landman of Temple Isaiah of Kew Garden as 
chairman, the C nnnittee on Youth endeavored to encourage adult 
leadership in the pr smotion of youth activities in their lo-al syna
gogues . To achieve this objeetive, each congregation was requested 
to app int an Adult Youth Adviser to act as a liaison officer between 
the F9deration and th respective Syna o es . Several meetings of 
these appointees were held during the $eason to discuss their func 
tions • d to map out a more meaningful program for our young people . 
The response was far from encouraging and indicated the confusi n and 
lack of understanding associated with the youth problem in general . 
Before any progress can be realized, it will be necessary to clarify 
our thinking on the aims and objectives of Synagogue youth work and 
the formulation of a dire~tive policy toward the pl ace and responsi
bility of You h in ur Synagogue pattern . The Committee on Youth 
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has been serving a useful purpose in this c onnection by conce trati g 
upon the development of an informed a n d sympatheti adult le dership 
which will work with Youth . 

5 . Committee on Public Relations 

The s~ope of this Committee under the leadership of Mr . Emil 
Baar of Union Temple as chairman included the supervision of a~tivi
ties related to the interpretation of the program of the Federation 
to the general public, such as the preparation of newspaper releases, 
~ondu~ting functions, and cooperation with lo~al and communal se0ular 
agen~ies . 

a . An Information Center 

The Federation office served as an information ~enter an ren
dered many types of assistance too numerous to enumerate yet, never
theless , important in their performan~e . By these means , authentic 
and friendly ..!ounsel was 01.fered whiL!h is the essential in ~red::..ent 
of an effective publie relations program . 

This advisory servi~e was not only limited to the general ~om
munity but also included assistance to our member congregations . The 
Director was consulted ~ontinu lly and frequently on all matters of 
synagogal activities and guided ~roups nd innividuals through con
troversial difficulties whi~h if not handled skillfully and diplo 
matically would have proved disastrous and fatal to the groups con
cerned . The Direc or also interpreted he program of the Unio i 
addresses at conferences and ongreg tions. This 1s a public r la
tions service, the value of whi~h ~annot be estimated . 

To translate the above statement into statisti~al f ~ts, the 
Director addressed at least fifty (50) groups , answered about ne 
thounand (1,000) queries for information on all phases of synago al 
activities , attended about eventy- five (75) committee meeti sand 
counselled individually a steady stream of persons who h ve com to 
learn that the ew York offi~e has becom the information ~en er fo 
Reform Judaism in this 0ity. 

b . Community Fun."'! ti ons 

Two ~ommuni y functions were ~ondu~ted under the dire tion of 
this Committee . These Co vo ations not nly attra , ted lar eat
tendances from our affiliated Synagogues and the community , but al o 
served to interpret and focus attention upon the message of Reform 
Judaism in this locality . 

In cooperation with the Hebrew Union Colle e d the Alum· 
residing in New York Cit-, the Federatio c ondu ted the nual Isaac 
Myer Wise Founder ' Day Services and the Spring Convocation of the 
Hebrew Union Coll eat Central Synagogue on Sunday afternoon, April 
29th . As part of the religious ceremony honorary degrees of Doctor 
of Hebrew Lett rs wer conferred on four distinguished leaders of 
this ~ity 1 re~o nition of their conseurated serv~ces to Jewish 
life . The re~ipients were : Mr . Joseph C. Hymn , Justice Meier 
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teinbrink , ~~s . Frieda Schiff Warbur ad r . Frank L . Weil . ab • 
Mauriae T . Eisendrath , the National Direl..,tor, delivered th prj_ncip 1 
address . In the evening of the same day , a reception nd di er wer ~ 
tendered to the Exe~utive Board of the Union of .American Hebrew Co -
.,regatio s . The second gathering was the Annu3.l Ma(!cabean Rally 

whi h featured the massing of ·ongre ational service f'l8.g ad am -
morial servi~e for th se fallen in battle . This Religious ~onvo~a
tion, with its pageantry of ~olor and symbolism, was observed at 

oncre ation Rodeph Sholom o Sunday afternoon, De~emb r 17th. 

6 . mmittce on Syna0 ogue War Activities 

The Reform synagogal roups throughout the country performPo 
noteworthy servi~es to the suc~essful prosecution of thew r . T_.
.:!Omplete story of their participation will never be pu li ,~l:r k .own 
as no adequate method has been developed to obtain fa~tual data of 
th ir l:O tribution . T e 00 gre 5atio al bullet..:.ns showi=>d an i ~r o.s 
ing list of members and their sons and daughters o a,:!tive dut:; in 
every ,.!ombat zone and a large army of volunteer members n t e horn 
front in ever lo ... al and national -::ivili defense age ,._,,y . 

In 0rder to coordinate and give g ..:.d~nee o these ~i,ili~n war 
defense a~tivities, the Committee on Sy a)o ue War Actjvi ies wa~ 
inau rated . During the season, with -1rs. Leon L . ,atter of ,on,re 
ga tion Ema.nu - El a d Mr. Henry L. Lam ert o ~ .ntral Syna/J'o ; e s ·.: o
chairman, this Committee operated a.log tr1 o .. me li ,s of las., y ... 3.r . 
Ea~h Synagogue was urged to a_.oint ovAr- 11 lar A~tivity o -
mittee ~onsisting of re resentati es aux11· ry group aLd to 
desi nate the 1..!hairman as m mber of th Federation ✓ ommit• o 
Sy ago e War A .. tivities . 

a. A Progra of Guidance 

Several mee i s of these ~hairm~ . took lace for th _ rpos of 
excha gi G ex erie ces, pro ot..:.n 0 rojel..!ts and s • mul 1. ti ·e r 1 
the lol..!al s 1nagogu ivili war effor . Th i .!U sio 
ddressed by leaders from various lo~al ad n1.tion 1 w r 

su~h as he Ameri~an Red ross the Jewi Welfare o rd, he War 
Fi ~n0e ommitte , the Vet rans d inintr lo, ad t~J War nervi~e 
Board f the Federal Coun0il of hur0hes . E .1..!h session was r lated 
tn th role of the ya ogue in th se res of activit . 

Th ommitt also ~ondut!ted spet:ifi_ projev ... s with ,ra ify ng 
su ~e s . A Blood Don 1 am ai wa"' co du-.!t .,d in l.!ooperat o wit 
t e America Red The Committee cooper ted i he Fifth 1/ r 
Lon Drive, he unl Rd ross ,ampn gn, the 1a io 1 loth ng 
ollectio Drive , d he Ja i nal W~r Fund by arranging confere Lees 

of s o l leader with repres trtives of th~ r .~Je~ lVA 

a e ~ies and b su "8 t n methods of su~~essful part tion of 
lo~al yna o ues . The Committee also a~sisted the ~ar Re~ord Rure~1 
of th .. Jewish v e11·· r Boar to l.!ompile authenti0 re•~oPds of i\.meric n 
Jewish parti i ation i the war from the R form metropolita ~o O'r -
ga tions . 
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b . Rehabilitating the Veteran 

During the latter part oft e season, with the appro~~hin 0 end 
of hostilities, the Committee dire ted its attention to the formul -
tion of a program for the role of the Synagogue in the rehabilitation 
of the returning veterans . The Director prepared a comprehensive 
p mphlet on this subjel!t entitled "The Synagogue and the Returni g 
Veterans" which presented a constru0tive and definite plan of a tiv:t
ty for synagogal and community guidan~e . The Committee was also 
instrumental in stimulating a ~ity- wide onferen~e qf Orthodox, Con
servative and Reform synagogal rabbi ical and lay leaders ~n June, 
resulting in the ~ppointment of representatives on the Committee for 
Coordinating Jewish Community Servi~es for Veterans . 

7. Committee on Finan~e 

Sin~e the ~ederation is an integr~l part of the tational, the 
responsibility of fund-raising was in0orporated as one of its major 
objectives . Under the leadership of Mr . Os~ar M. Lazrus of Temple 
Betli El of Great Neck, the Committee on Finance approached this task 
with determination and enthusiasm. The main problem of the Committee 
was to devise ways and means on how to raise the New York quota of 
the National Combined Campaign of the Union of Ameri~an Hebrew eon
gre ,ations and of he Hebrew Union College. 

Duri g the season, the financial ·..: tr._bu tions showed an in
creas of 35% over last year, approximating 57,000 . 00 . Members of 
the Fina ee Committee addressed a number o Boards of Trustees on 
behalf of the eneral ampaign and arranted several lun eon meDti s 
for the purpose of fund-raising whivh wer addressed by the ational 
Director . The Committee coo..,eratec at all times with Mr . Je o.e L . 
Levy, National Finan~ial Director, who devoted s veral months in New 
York City to assist Mr. Arthur Meyerowitz, Dire~tor of Finance of the 
Federation, and lr . Benjamin Hanft, recentlJ appointed to the staff 
of the Union as Dire~tor of ubli· Relations, who g ve part of hi 
time to this finan~ial effort . 

8 . Committee on Scouting 

The Committee on Scouting with Dr . Harold Korn of Temple Israel 
of New York as eh~irman ~ontinued to cooperate with the National 
Scouting ovement by influencing our constituent Syna ague to spo -
sor Boy Scout Troops . Twenty Syna o ues have S~out Troops . 

E . COOPER TIO WITH THE JATIONAL 

As an agen~y of the Union of Amerivan Hebrew ongrega ions, the 
Federation aims to lo~alize the national progr·am in the metropolitan 
area . The stru,ture of the Fed ration, therefore, parallels then -
tional pattern with ~orresponding functional a~tivities . Thls ~o
operation is refle,ted in the fa~t that the head of each na ional 
department serves on ne of the Federation ' s Fun~tional Committees 
and shares in the development of their programs. The President and 
Dire~tor of the Tational Organization are ex-officio members of the 
Assembly of Delegates and of the Ex ~utive Committee and have a -
dr ssed these sessions several times during the year . To these 
officials and to the heads of the various departments , our appre0la
tio is expressed fr their assista ee and cooperation in our work . 
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This partnership of interest was further demonstrated in three 
additional examples of cooperation: 

1 . When the Union-Conference Rabbinical Pension project was initi
ated, the Federation urged the adoption of the plan by the af
filiated synagogues and arranged conferences of congregational 
leaders to meet with Mr . Ralph W. Ma~k of Cincinnati, a member 
of the National Committee, who, at subsequent date, addressed 
the Assembly of Delegates on the subje~t . While every vongrega
tion has not joined as yet, the response has been sa tisfa,Jtory, 
and it is hoped that eventually a complete coverage will be re
alized. Mr . Jacob Aronson of the Jewish Com.~unity Center of 
White Plains, our first vice-president , was National Chairman 
of the Rabbinioal Pension Board . 

2 . The Federation a.:ted as host to the National Exe.!utive Board at 
its meeting in New York City on November 26th . U der the 
leadership of' Mr . Os~ar M. Lazrus, chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, a re~eption and dinner was arranged at Hotel Waldorf
Astoria . This fun~tion brought together leaders of our Reform 
Synagogues in a demonstration of interest and ~onfiden~e int. e 
national program. 

3 . When the Chil! ago Federation was f orme cl, mode led after our 011 , 

Mr . Aronson spoke at the inaugural meeting. The Dire(!t'Jr sub
sequently went to Chi•.:ago to meet with the Exe::!utive Commit tee 
and submitted to the Chicago Director a complete file of a~tivi
ties and projects initiated b; the r w York Fecer~tion . 

F. CONC USION 

An annual report regardless of its style or content has definite 
limitation for it tells only part of the season's story. The de
scription of activities and projects does not ~onv .y the personal 
~ontribution and enthusiasm of those who mac.e possible this year of 
gratifying achievement . The Federation has the good fortune of count
ing upon a group of l.!onsecra ted and enePgeti,.! men and women - lay and 
rabbini~al - who serve as officials and chairmen and members of our 
Functional Committees and who give their time and talents unstjnt-
i gly to the ~ause of Liberal Judaism. To these and all others who 
have partil.!ipated in our program, we are deeply grateful . To the 
offi~e personnel who performed their duties without person 1 uonsi
deration, to Miss Dora Blumenstein, secretary to the Director who has 
served the Nev York Office for over a decade and a half, we are in
debted to them for their loyalty ad devnted servi~e . 

The season just completed was gratifying both from the point of 
view of ac~omplishments and a til.!j_pa. ted plans . l,,fi th the ~onti ued 
cooperation of our co-workers, the Federation will be able to ~arrv 
forward its program to gr8ater achievement . 

Respe~tfully s bmitted, 

JUDGE MEIER STEINBRINK 
Preside 

RABBI GUSTAVE FALK 
Director 



ANTuuAL REPORT 
OF 

NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

The progran of the New England Region went into effect in 
November, 1944 . 

The first steps taken by the Director were to acquaint him
self -with the various congregations in the a1"ea and their leaderis . 
Letters -were sent to Rabbis and c ongrega tiona 1 officials apj_:>rising, 
them of the creation of the Region and calling upon them for their 
cooperation . Many energetic replies, particularly from the Rabbis 
pledging their cooperation, were forthcoming . 

It soon became appe..rent that there were within the Ref;ion 
two specific areas , each with its own particular problems. There 
was the Connecticut Valley Area, consisting of Waterbury, bridge
port, New Haven, and Hartford; and the Boston Area, consisting of 
the congregations in Boston , B1·ockton, Lynn, Worcester, and 
Providence. In the latter instance, a number of attempts were 
made to initiate unified activities along educational lines . It 
was hoped that the congregations in the area would carry out a 
program of teacher training, with the assistance of the Union. 
Toward this enc., D1--a. Gamoran came to Boston and met with the Rabbtr 
or the::..r 1~epresentatives, of all the congregations in the area . 
They ur1dertook to lay plans for such a Teachers' Training Insti
tute and also to arrange for a special, concentrated week-end 
course late in the Spring. Unfortunately, there was no follow-up 
by the committee responsible for these plans. 

Your Director also undertool: to ascertain the possib:1.lity 
for new congregati ons in that area. Two groups came -r.:o his atten
tion, one · in Concord, New Hampshire, and one in Belmon1., Massachu
setts . The latter consists of about 100 families, who have nol 
yet had a Rabbi but are ver, desirous of securing one. They are 
very eager to have a Reform Rabbi but have been unable to secure 
one because of the present shortage. The Concord congregarion 
has had the services of an Orthodox Rabbi but they are now very 
desirous of having a Reform Rabbi. 

The results in the Connecticut Valley have been much more 
productive . To begin with, one congregation, Temple Sinai in 
Springfield, .Massachusetts, entered the Union shortly after the 
Region was organized . Another congregation, jJ1 Danbury, has re
cently applied for membership in the Union, and congregation -1nshe 
Amonira in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, has joined our Federation. 

In March, 1945, a meeting of representatives of our Reform 
congregations in the Connecticut Valley took place . It was de
cided at that meeting to issue a call for a conference which 
would be held in New Haven . The purpose of this conference was 
to set forth the program of a projected Conne.:!ticut Valley Federa
tion and to prusent Reform Judaism to our constituent groups in a 
positive and convincing manner . The conference took place in New 
Haven on May 5. A morning session devoted to adult education was 
led by Rabbi Beryl Cohon of Boston. A luncheon session followed, 
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at which Mr . Solom,.:nElsner discussed the Union and its purposes . 
Rabbi Solomon Freehof delivered a masterful address on the histori
cal bases of Reform Judaism and its practice . This address was so 
impressive that it was a spontaneous desire on the part of dele
gates from all the communities to transmit his message to their 
respective congregations . Officers of the Federation were elec -
ed at the meeting . They are : 

President Max Livingston, ~ew Haven 
First Vice-President 
Second Vice-President 
Third Vice-President 
Secretary 

Judge Josep Shapiro, Bridgeport 
eyer E?stein, Springfield 

Benjamin Golding, Hartford 
Maurice Cornell , Rew Haven 
William Shore, Waterbur, 'i'rea surer 

~mbers of the Board 

Louis I~etoner , Springf eld 
Benjamin Steiber, Bridgeport 
Mrs . Alfred Levy, Bridgeport 
Judge Solomon Elsner, Hartford 
Herman Davidson, Hartford 
Rabbi Abraham Feldman, Hartford 
Mrs. Edward A. Hart, Hartford 
Joseph Levy, Hartfo d 
Harry L..1..eb s cind , wa er ur ... 

The Executive Comr.iit e.., met durin
0 

he summe11 and raade olans 
for a Simchas Torah Assembly which would take Jlace in Hartford 
on October 7 . (A sp cia 1 report on t i Assembly is apn _-ided . ) 
Committee chairmen for the Federation were also designated. Thes 
chairmen are to be in charge of fund-raising for the Union, adult 
educa~ion , yout education, and the unaffilia ed (individu ls and 
congregations) . An informal organiza ion of Brotherhood repr -
sentatives within the Fede1"'ation was also organized . This r;rou) 
met several times durinG the year fort' e purpose of exchanging 
ideas on programs and mtithods of serving their respective con
gregations . 

A Rabbinical Group was also organized wit in tle F derati on . 
Th rabbis likewise met several times during the year for g neral 
discussion and also for the purpose of aiding the F deration's 
activities and the work of the Regional Director . There were 
likewise numerous ins ances ~here the Director was call d upon for 
specific assistance in th various congregations , such ns h lping 
to plan Institutes for Judaism . In this connection, it should t 
noted that , with one exceptlon, ever•r congregation in t e Fed ,rq
tion held an Insti~ute on Judaism . One of ~he reasons for this is 
the stimulus engendered byte exchange of ideas amone t e 1 bb~s 
in their meetings . 

The officers of the Federation are desirous of having 
constitution which will guide then and the congregations in their 
work . It is hoped that further recommendations for such a consti
tution will soon be forthcomine from the Union of American Hebr w 
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Congregations. It is likewise suggested that the present frame
work of the Federation, with its standing committees, be retained 
as an integral part of the constitution. It is recommended thct 
for purposes of activity, the Connecticut Valley Federation con
tinue as an integral part of the New England Region. Because of 
geographic and other considerations, it should carry on its own 
program. However , as the Region's program develops, it should be 
prepared to include the Connecticut Valley Federation in some of 
the broad phases of its 3eneral progra1. This would effec~ively 
bring all of the conrre6ations in Iew England into a larcer bod~ 
and at the same time would pernit the Connecticut Vallev Federa
tion, which is co fined to a much smaller area, to conce.a-1-rate all 
those activi~ies which it is best qualified to carry on beccu8e of 
the close prox5.mity of the con0regations to one another. 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFI E 
UNIOr OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIO S 

1944 -45 

The Southeast Regional Offi(!e of the Union of Amerir!an Hebrew 
Congregations , lo~ated at 110 N. Park Avenue - the building of 
Temple Emanu- El - in Dothan , Alabama , began its operation on oept e m
ber 1, 1944 . It was established to serve the states of Alabam~, 
Georgia, and Florida . 

In the period from September 1, 1944 throu h Au st 31, 1945 , 
the Regional Director paid seventy- four visits to the t",,enty- n i e 
~on r regations aff :;_ lia ted with the Union of Ameri ,_!an Hebr e w 8on t:ir e 
gations in the Region and to twenty-eight unaffiliated con ~r et;a t i o ... :_ 
and unorganized Jewish groups . He traveled a total of 11,075 miles 
by ~ar, train , bus , and plane . 

Four new ongregations have affili ted with the U ,.I O durin .-• 
this period : Bainbridge, Georgia; West Point, Georgia; D -mopolis, 
Alabama; and St . Petersbur , Florida . Two new Si terhoods have 
affiliated with the ·ational Federation of Temp le Sisterhoods: Day
tona Bea h, Florida and Dalton, Geor 1ia . In addition, thre e Sister 
hoods previously organize d wi th the Nat ional Federation have c om
pleted their af~'iliations with the Georgia- F l or i da-Al bama St a t e 
Federation of Temple Si terhoods: ome , eor ·ia ; Florene, Alabama , 
and Gadsden , Alabama. One ne u Brother1ood 1-10.n orBanized and affili
ated with the Iational e dera t ~on of TEm~le Bro the rhoods : Tam~a, 
Florid.a . 

The Regional offi_e has worked ~lo s Jly wi th the Georgia
Florida-Alabama Federation of Te mpl e Si ste rhoods, the Region 1 boy 
o f the t tional Fede r a t ion of Te mpl e Si ste rhoods . For the month of 
De~ember, 1944 , .rou ah May, 1945 , this F e d eration ma i ntai ed n 
office in c;O junL! tion with the UFION' s Pe g __ on 1 offi . 

The te .!hnique used in •.!onta .!tino- both organized ~ongregations 
and unor anized groups was to h ve a meeting of the e tire gr oup 
wherever possible . Congregations and , espe~ially , Sisterhoods, wer 
most helpful in rranr,..in for these meetings . ·where a meet in nJ. 1.n 
ntire group ~ould not b gotten a Board meeting was usually d

dre ssed . In addition to these meetings key individuals , espe~iall 
the offi._ers of the groups were (!0 ta\:ted personally . In ever r t o, n 
where a rabbi resides the rabbi was the first means of ontact with 
his ~ongr gation . In no ase did the Re ional office undertake a 
step in a congregation wi bout the owled e of the r bbi of that 

ongregation . en work was done in a congre ation wjthout a rabbi 
an interested rabbi in a neighboring eongre eation was kept informed 
wherever possible . 

While all congregations in the Region were visited at least 
once,the main effort of the Regional offi~e was exerted for small 

on, e ations without rabbis . The main obje~tives of the work wer : 

Improvement of Religious services . In a number of 0ongre a 
tions wheres rvices had been temporaril discontinued they wer 
reinstituted . Where laymen conducted the services they were dvised 
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about the arrangement of servi~es, material for sermons and discus
sion. · Wherever possible periodi~al visits by a neighborin rabbi 
were advised or arranged. 

Improvement of Religious Education. In three communities 
where there was no Religious school,a Reli ious school was orga ize(. 
On pra~ti~ally every visit a ~onferen~e was held with the la~ super 
visor of the Religious school of the small congregation. The 
standard curriculum of the UJIOr 1 s Commission on Jewish EQueation 
was adapted to the spe~ific needs of these small schools. In o e 
~ommunity where there was no possibility of organizing a Relieious 
s-:!hool,a ridin~ pool was arrangec. to the next ~it and arran emcnts 
were made with our member ~ongregation there to take care of the 
education of these children. In several cases of ~hildren living 
isolated in small towns,the ~orresponden~e s~hool of our ommissio_ 
on Jewish Education was re~ommended. 

Or anization of Congregations , Sisterhoods, Youth Groups, d 
Brotherhoods. Wherever a need was seen for a group of any of these 
four catagories its organization was re.!ommended. At leas in one 
case, in La Grange, Georgia, where there had been no org n·zed r e 
ligious activity at all, a ~on regation was formed as dire~t result 
of a visit by the R gional Dire~tor. Sin~e this visit, last Jo
vember, the ~ongregation has pur~haset a yna~ogue uildin- and is 
l!Onducting regu2-ar servil.! s. ·wherever a a-.,rou of ny of thes 
types existed,its affiliat·on with the U IOI-:, with . F .T. S ., L .F. T ~R., 
or r . F .T.Y. was r ecommended . A numbe1') of \'!ongregations nd Sister
hoods are now moving in the 6ire~tion of .ffiliation. 

Pulpit Placement. The Regio al Offi~e has ~ooper ted with 
the Administrative Sel!1')etary of the UNION in a number of ~a e~ of 
pul it placement. It has been the policy of this off:~e to as~ 
.!ongre ations who, during the past year, felt themselves rea y to 
e gage the services of a rabbi, to wait for the return of the~ ~ap
lai snow in the Armed Servi~es. A numb r of these ~on rega io s 
will call on the UNION to aid them in fi ding rabbis. SomJ of 
these ·ongregations are not now members of the UNIO . If we 01. 
pla.:..e members of th CvAR in these _ongregations it will almost 
insure their a:'filiatjon with the UIIOF. 

The stimulatj_on of ~loser 0onta,.!t between the eon~re1.sa jo s . 
In all meetings and ~onferences, the various asp cts of the work of 

he Union of Ameri(!an Hebrew vongregations were presented, and 
better understandin of the U IOI a ... c"t its poli.::ies was spir d. In 
addition, wherever possibl, Glaser \!ontact b tween neighboring ~nn
gregations affiliated with the u-IOI were e ~ouraged, either by the 
suggestion of joint meetings or by the visit of a leader of o e ·~n
gregation in a neighbor congregation. Alar e number of rabbis a 
la~ leaders were most cooperative in aiding in the establishment of 
closer ~ontact between various congreeations. To mention but a f w: 
Rabbis Bla,.:hs\!hleger, Grafman, Haberman, es sing, Saperstein, W ller, 
Zielonka, Chaplains Klausner, Leibert and Stillpass, Rabbi Galling~ 
a non-member of the CCA...~, Messrs. Day Apte, Maurice Rothschild, 
C. Davis Turner ; nd Simon Wampold. 
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Several spe~ific projects furthering the interests of the 
UNION were carried out during the year or are now under adviseme t . 

Isaac . Wise Sabbath. The Regional offi~e arran ed for A 
extensive exchange of pulpits for the observance of Isaa~ M. Wi e 
Sabbath in the Pegion . It was made ..;lear to the various ,.!oncre a
tions that the presence of the leader of a neighbor ~ongr gat ion i 
the-:r pulpit was dramatizing the U ION of concregations established 
by Isaac M. Wise . 

In June, 1945, a vacation schedule of rabbis for th J entirJ 
Region was published in order that our ~ongregations might e able 
to have the servi0es of a neighboring rabbi during the v~¥ation o~ 
their own spiritual leader. 

Regional meeting. The Regional Dire~tor addressed the annual 
convention of the Georgia-Florida-Alabama Federation of Temple " 
Sisterhoods in Atlanta last November . He stressed th need for 
greater ~ooperation on the Regional scale even outside of the Sister
hood organization. The idea of the forming of a more losely knit 
Re[;ional unit within the Nation 1 organization of the Ul\:ION hac. 
spread through the Region. A Regional meeting to formulate more; 
..:oncise anc_ definite plans j_s s~heduled for Ja uary, 1946. 

While the ·Regional off:i_l!e ~on..=entrates mainly on giving ser
vil_;e to the 1..!ongrer,ations i cooperated al o vith the ,.!ombined c!am
naign of the UTIO' and the Hebrew Unio College. Muuh of thd work 
for the finan.!e t!ampai

0
rr ,. as done by the r bbis and laymen mentioned 

above . Al!\!ording to the r ,:ords of -1r . Je ome L. L-:;vy, 1ational 
Finan~e Dire~tor, the U ro · re~eived from tis Region , with the x
~eption of the ~ommuni ties o Birm·ngham, ,ontgomery, Miami, and 
Atlant , the amount of $1, 71 duri g the fis •!al year of 1942-43 . 
Dur in the fis~al year of 191~4-45 our income was $7,690 . Som , of 
this increase may be due to the work of this offi~e . 

The operatin . cost of the Southeast Regional offi! , exJlu
sive of the Dire~tor's salary, for the ~ar 1944- 45 was : 

MONTH 

Sept ., 1944 
O,.!t ., 1944 
No, ., 1944 
De~., 1944 
Jan., 1945 
Feb ., 1945 
! areh, 1945 
April , 1945 
May, 1945 
June-July,1945 
Au ust , 1945 

CLERICAL HELP OFFivE SUPPLIES 

•; 35 . 00 
45 . 90 
21 . 20 

2 . 50 

22 . 00 
4 . 80 

32 .00 
84 .78 

$ 248 .18 

$ 12.76 
l:> . 78 
11.21 
2i . 01 
11.47 
44.11 
42 . 22 
42 . 05 
63 . 5 
38. 65 
1.72 

$ 311.G3 

TRAVEL 

$ ')l. 02 
76 .78 

13.J.51 

69 . 09 
132.23 

168.98 
9 . 00 

89 .72 

$ 7Go.33 

TOTAL 

,~ 128 . 7n 
1"38 . 4 
16: . 92 

28 . 01 
B3 . 06 

176 . 34 
42 . 22 

233 . 03 
77 . 45 

160.37 
86 . 50 

$1 , 320 .14 

By ~ontinu n to serve all the J~wish groups in this Region 
throu h the Regio al office along the line followed during the past 
year t e UITION will receive ever inereasing support, both finan~ial 
and s~iritual , from all the groups conta~ted. 

Respectfully submitted , 
R. BI ALFRED WOLF 
Reg·onal Dire~tor 



Al'J;fJJ\L REPORT 
OF ' 1HE 

TIABBI-•JICl-iL PET SI O.li BOARD 

To he Executive Board of 
the Union of American Hebrew CongregaLions 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Decem er 9> 1945 

This repor·- deals with sever1al suojects: the numoer and :-:h r

~cte of the policie .. issued, t.he attitude o" Rabbis and ron~_rega

tions toward the Pension Plan, and a summary of' our financ.:..nl 

transactio.i.1s and status . 

POLICIES ISSUED 

To June 30 , 1945 , we issued lGO p~licies of which 104 includ 

life insurance a~d annuity features, and 56 policies were for annui

ies only . These were issued to 152 rabbis, 8 being ~upplement r 

policies due to increase~ ins laries . 

T!ese poli,_,ies entailed he collection of $78 , 191 .47 f1·orn 

rabbis and congrega tions Loward the annual premiums . 'i1hese preni

ums were upplemen · ed by Pr.:-_mary nd S 1:-PlementarJ Grants ..., r rn e 

Pension Funds of tne Confer _c and the Union in the amount of 

19 , 602 . 12, representing a total pay en o t· e Insuran~e CoLloan~ of 

$87,793 -59 . 

The 104 policies including l±f ins ranee totalled t1,021,7;,5 .oo 
in immedi t , fac value life instlrance. Thes , if contin ed to 

ma turi t · , wi 11 hav an es ima ted insuranc or . t9. te va lu of 

$2 , 017,715 . 00 . T:e 55 policies for ann"ities without insuran-..,e 

will lav an est~mated 'lue at m turity of$ 44,859 . 00 . 

Tn 1t:o volic i s issued 1.0 1 2 r1en will thus have an estim t ·d 

e ·ate ralue of ~2,862,574 . 00 . 

T1 annuities payable on these pol..:.•--i s , at j aturity will to

tal ~239,3j5 .96 per annuri1, whicl1 includes tne estima ·ed addi ~ions 

resulting from Dividends. 

AT 1l'I1rUDE OF RAT BIS A1ID CONGREGATIO S 

{e are embarking U)On his enter rise at a ~ime wh nit i 

difficult to determine t J. e number of pot en ia lly ligi ble , rti..,,i

pants . 

121 members of the Central Confere, ce re chapl ins in the 

Armed For~ s . A large proportion of these h d been employed b 

Union Congregations . Their forner congrega ions are now ser v d by 

Rabbis who ar , in som cases, be7Tond p nsion aE,e, but ·,ho rave 

be n temnor arily recalled during Lne abs nee uf t 1 acl-no 11 df:.. d 

occupant of the pulpit . Others ares rv d by u.~ r5radual s of 

the Hebr w Union College and th J wish Institute of Religio:1 , w o 
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have oeen temporarily 1 • ce . .-1 ed . These ln c i..er are noL eli 2' i1."'ll.e fo r 
our Pens1.01 Pla!. uni::Ll 1:heJ return 1.0 l:1cir res)ect:Lv sen.u1'JI' .- ~.,.. 
and arie gradua ".:ed. Ct er ~-ulpitr are filled b~· r en ·w110 ordiriarlly 
would be eligible but for ~he faL~ t~R( tLeir qtaLus is ~1cerLa11 
until the return of the c~c~lains . The li~en ed Rabbis ar1d t -se 
ser , ing c ongrega ti ons at l e monent not a 1 r ilia t. d wit t l1e Uri 01 

comrrise about 75 . 

vfithout counting the chaplain , there are 231 rabbis c• I'vin 
u· ion congr egation~ who ar~ pre ently eligible t~ e1 ter the platl . 
Of these, we enrolled 121 from July 10, 1944 to June 10, 194~ . 
This represents 52 ; ·e1-i ce:it of those p1.,esentl._. eligiole . 

Of the 121 chcplains, members of the CCArl, we have e.rolled 
31 . It wou ld be misleading to mal<:e a percentage stud·} of t. is 
class as many of the chaplains, alt. ough members of i:l1e CCiu~, did 
not at any time qerve Union congregations . 

An ad d itionel class of rabbis was declared eligible by t l G 

Pension Board during tne past year, namely members of the CCAR 
serving organizations, other than conGregations, engaged in som, 
type of Jewish educa~ional or social work. There are only 49 i1 
this e;roup, of -.:1om 5 er enroll 0, ,-itll a:)pro:)l.,iate ad.justr:1ent 
of primar;,; and s 1oplementary -~ra ts equal to what normally wculd 
hav bee·-i tne Lnion' s share cf suc h gra.L1 ·-s. 

Judging the results hus far achi ved ~.d basing our opini on 
on wid -s~>read comment and voluminous corre 0 pond .,n::e , we ·) li ve 
that rabbis a:id congregations look • pon tnis plan wiLh favor . •/e 
anticipate a co1 sideraole additional enrollment as soon as coi-dl
tions in the rabbinate, due to tle termination of tne ar ad the 
return of chaplains, become stabilized. 

It rnay interest the Boards to learn that many competent men 
in the field of insuranc 'avo spoken highly of our Pensi • n Plan, 
and ·ave recommendPd it to their resp ,tive congregations . In 
thi connection we m.:!.g11t menti,Jn the fact th t the ConQervative 
Group is now .agaged in working out a some,\·hat similar ~)lan f or 
its constituency and that one-thi'd f the Jacob H . chi.ff P -nsion 
Fund is available for this purpose . Tl e B'nai B ' ri L.1. _as inaugu
ra t d a pension plan for tLe Rabbis er~ing as H~lle Dir c ors . 
We have also , on r quest , furnish d det ils concerning or F n ion 
Plan to Welfare Work or .anizations in Sout Afri~a , to the hebr ·w 
Univ rsity of Jerusalem and to the Council of J wish FederF1tio11s 
and Welfare Funds wit : eadquarLers in w Yor: c_ty . 

FI JAik,IAL RA1 SAC'l'IONS AND S'i'J'/f'US 

As part of this r port , we submit fin nclal st tenent :Jr r nr d 
by the auditing department of the un · on . The ·-otcl figures ln our 
report differ slightly as our re-ords are on an accru 1 oasis hile 
the fin ncial report of th uditor is on a ~ash ba~is. 

Th Pension Funds a~ the end of tl 
inc ludi g $5,000 . 00 fr om the Con er r;c. 
Union . 

~ ear 6grega ted <' 229 ,7 I!-2 .76 
a a ~~,000 . 00 from t 
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Po:-,11ent~ ": t; ' FCJ.l 0 10r;. ':o8rd of r r ' .. !'1r / .gnd f:u~plelle~lLOrJ 
GI"'a . L'- c-, l 1 r • o 11: ·, ' 'lled tu· ,-,J ·•1-:, .j...n w 1·1 a ..-, ' 1 '1 t•J J•19 -1 i-ii-.·, I~,, F ---r .. Cl .4 ,J. --. '-.LJ. ,d.a.LllU -L .... c- .. . ,,.JL!..A. ... (- ,_)-;_,,., • ..J.....,, . u 

c~ e pa7>r-ient of Llese li.3 ·u __ li i 2 we l oo~-- to our ~-n- -'"'e;1t ard :"'Y-0"1 -
'c) e · t 5. v r o s er "1 e s . 

!'iISCELLAi'. OTJS 

During the vear, the T1·ust JZ,r e1i1ent .. ,as modified -.):; the xec·1-
tion of a Sup1 lementarJ Agreement of the Union and Conferen~e; nu as 
to provide that additional polii:!ies may be issued ai.. any time rat er 
than only on anni ver sar:; dates of ini tia 1 policy. This ena h len con
grega LlOns and rabbis to increase the amount of the insurni1e;e cL1 
annuity t) rote -2 tion, if tney s o desire, contemporan ously wlt·~ Lh 
effective date of salary increases. 

Resp ctfully submitted~ 

JACOB AR O"TSCN 
C airman 

be' alf of 

'rHE R BBIHICAL PE" SI S~f ~ OARD 

• 



REPORT OF THE co Ir;ED CAMPAIGI OF UAH -HU 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

JULY , 1944 - JUNE , 1945 

To the Executive Board of 
t~ e Union of Ameri ,_ an Hebrew Congrega tio s, 

Chi~ago, June 3, 1945 

1 . Ba0kground 

For the fis..!a.l year 1933-39 tl-ie _n:-.!ome of the Union had su k 
to $121 , COO derived from the following 3our~es: 

Individuals 
Congregations 
Welfare Funds 

For the fis~al year 1942-43, 
$168,700, as foll ws : 

Individuals 
on6 regations 

Welf re Funds 

$ 78,000 
34,800 

9,000 

ur income had in~reased to 

$117,000 
38,000 
13,000 

There was no spe\!ial ..!ampai n for in,!r ased supi)ort dur ..:. g 

1940-41-42 . 

It was during t e summer of 1943 w_ 
it was agreed to hold a Combi ed ,ampai 
Union and the olle e . 

2 . Progress First Year 

, after serious dis~ussio 
o behalf of both the 

These dis~ussions wer 0ulminated b direct actio take by 
Rabbi Maurice . Eisendraih in securin the services of Jerome L . 
Levy, who at that time was with the United Jewish Appeal . 
a reed to be~ome our ational Campain Dire~tor and start d is 
duties at Cin .-!innati, eptember 1, 1943 . He spent his first four 
mo tbs in Cin!innati studying the situati n and planing for a na
tional or anizatio wit important lay and rabbinic 1 leadership to 
assist im in his efforts . 

ampaign a~tivities actually st rtec_ early in Ja uary, 1 44 . 
During he first y .ar, ~onsiderable pr r.ress was made with t e ~o
oper~a tion of a num er of lay leaders and volu te r rabb s w o 
vj_sj_ted c nstituent eongre atio s in various parts of the ~ountry . 
Spe~ial Campair.r 11 rature was prepared and a C mp ig Bull ti 
was started to iv adequate publi0ity tot ose who wee ssisting 
in the finan~ial pro ram . This Bulletin, ALERT, has reaeh d a cir
cult on of over 10,000 and is published on the average of once 
every eight or t n w eks . 

The gross returns of the Campaign for the year 1943- 44 re ched 
at tal of $240 , 000 . Thi permitted the Union to make a r t to 
t e olle e of $29 , 500 . This was the first su~h support tha the 
Union has be n able to veto t e Coll ge since 1927 , when t e 
Adolph o ~hs Endowm~ t Fund was established . 
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3 . Current Year 

The outstanding event of the fiscal year 1944-45 was the West 
Coast trip made by Rabbi Eisendrath and . Levy . They visi ·dover 
thirty congregations in tventy-two ~ities and made very definite 
pro ress securing increased financi 1 support . Two new con~regati s 
were brought into the Union and several others re cod prospects . 
Our position on the West Coast _ as improved materially but there :Ls 
still need for fu1.,ther development . Considerable pro 0

ress as bee .l 

made with the major communities . This list in~luG~s St . Louis Bec
ton, Baltimore, and Cleveland . I am pleased to report that J~n~in
nati, the home ~it~ of our two institutio s, leads the natio . Sub
stantial progress has been made :tn New York and C:ii0a o t_ro gh tic 
i strumentality of our Federations of Reform S,.nagogues int ese 
two metropolitan ~e ters . 

As of June 30th, he Combined Campaign has produced ~332,224 .3: 
from the following sources: 

ongregations 
I dividuals 
W lfare .... u s 

$191,996 . 72 
104,265 . 38 
19,472.75 

In additio tot ,s, we have re~eived $1~,489.50 from Welfare Funds 
remitted directly tote College. 

After meeting campaign expenses, ~~ in a special rat tot. e 
allege for Euro __ ean S-.!holars and dedu t_ $150,000. ,_suarant8ed to 

the Union, the H bre Un_o allege re~ei ed $69,000 . 

4. Current Situation 

Raising money for any religious institution is not easy n ~am
parison wit the larger and pressing war-time \.!amp igns which hav8 
demanded our atte tion in re~ent ye rs . In ur own \.!ase, ther are 
may involved situatio s where the personal attitude of the ra i, 
t _e rresident, or som member of the Board of Tru tees nr vent our 
re(!eiving the support to whic_ we think we are ent.:..tled. I ddi
tion t this, there is no real uniformity int e 9ayme t of dues o 
t e Uni n and sit is a matter of volunteer ~cop ration, t er is 

o way to forve the l) yment of hose dues . I ot er words, ever.'" 
1.!o gre ation presents a pe~-i al ~a"' for spe 'ial handli g . It i 

cod to ote that the maiority of our r bbis and the vast majority 
of our lay leadership is interested in these two ~entral institu
tions of Liber 1 Judaism nd are willin- to give time, mo y and 
effort to support them. There are, hovever, a few mal~ontents in 
both roups, and when th oc~asion arises for actual fund rising, 
they will have to be by-passed . It is intere tinG t note tat in 
spite f the many problems faci gt e U io, it enjoys tod y t 
largest membership it has ever had . ThJre ar· now more t .an 320 
congreuations affiliated with t e Union . 

5 . Recommendations 

A. I think it would help considerabl if we h d strong pro6ram 
which we '.!ould preset tote l.!ountry nd '1hi\.!h should be some
ti g tan ible and eas ly nderstood . 
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B. I b el i e ve f irmly that the Union should repeat over and over the 
same kind of helpful financing that it has done in the ~ase of 
the new smal l congregation in Wynnefield, a suburb of Philadel
phia . Both rabbis and laymen will be impressed wit this tan 1-
ble sign of progress . 

6. Conclusion 

Te benefits of the ~ooperat~on of the Union and the olle e in 
the Combined Campaign has proven itself in doll~rs and ~ents . It 
has likewise been a means of stimulating the interest and t~e coo 
ation of many important laymen and rabbis from 0oast to ~o~st . 

I wish to take this opportunity to express my personal thanks 
to Mr . Irving S . Flor sheim of Chi ago , National Treasurer of ou~ 
Combined Campaign, for the outstanding services he has rendered t 
our cause . Other leaders who have been a tower of strength to us 
in the initial stages of our national program and whose servi~os I 
wish to acknowledge publicly are : Juci.ge Meier Steinbrink, P1'eside t 
of Federation of Reform Synagogues of New York City; Dr . S . S . Hol 
lender, President of the Chicago Federation of Reform Syn~

0
ogues; 

Oscar M. Lazrus, Chairman of the Finant..:e Committee of the 8''i·T York 
Campaign; Day Apte of Tampa, Fl~ . , Vi~e-Chairman in ~har~e oft e 
Southeast Region; Mortimer May of rashv·11e, Vi~e-Chairni.a 0f the 
Kentucky- Ten essee Region; Judge Solomon lsner of Hartford, ConneJ
ti~ut; Lee M. Friedman, Joseph H. o en , Louis Salvage , R bbi Joshu 
L . Liebma.n , Max Peldberg and Abraham Berkowitz of Boston; Abe r . 
Luntz , James H . Miller, R bi Abba H. ilver of Cleveland; '1rs . Hu o 
Dalsheimer of Baltimore; Alex Frieder of Cint..!innati; I . E . Gold
stein, St . Louis; Robert Rose baum, Philadelphia; IrvinG S . ~etzler , 
Haskell Kramer , Dr. Geo. Piness, I.E. Chadwick , R lp P . Levey, 
Rabbi Edear Magnin, and Rabbi Ernest Trattner, all of Los An~elcs; 
C. Davis Turner of Mariana , Florida ; Dr . Ja(!Ob iarGus , Hebre-1 ion 
College; Rabbi Milton I . Grafman, Birmin,ham; Rabbi Eugene E. Blach
st..!hleger , Montgomery; and Rabbi Daniel L . Davis , Lan~as er . In 
addition to these , I oan only speak in the hig est terms of the in
valuable service rendered the CampaiJn by many of the rabb sin 
their own communities , but parti ularly by those men who volunteer 
to travel far and wide on behalf of these two vital institutio s 
of Liberal Judaism . 

I feel certain that 
sincerity of purpose , we 
ourse]ves . 

f we move forward with determinat on and 
an achieve t_e goal whioh we have set fr 

Respeetfully submitted, 

ROGER W. STRAUS 

Chairman 



TREASURER'S /11 1fUAL REP OR '1 

To he Executive Board of the 
Union of American He rew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Cincinna i, Ohi 
De ember 9, 1945 

I submit herewith a summary of the financial operations for th 

year ended June 30, 1945 . Complete details are reflected in th r -

port of the auditors . 

The Union 

For th year ended June 30, 1945, the Union's expenditures ex

ceeded its income by $9,958 . 11 . Our Publication Department end d th 

y ar with a surplus of $492.47. 

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1945, t' e Joint . Finance 

Committee of the Union and the Colleg rea ±z d rl-532,224 .35 from on

gregations, individual subscrip ions and 1 lfare Fund allocatinns . 

This repres nt d an incr ase of ~9~,03 .4 over 1st year's collec

tions . According to the agr ement between the Union nd t ~e College, 

the following waste distribution: 

Collections 

First Charg - Campaign 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $332,224. 5 

49,591 . 18 

Sec nd Charge - To HUC for Refugee 
Scnol rs 

Third Charge - Union Allocation 

4,700 . 00 

150,000 . 00 

B 1 nc to b distributed 

50 per c nt to .: . L . C. 

50 per cent to . A.H . C. 

Total Received by H. U. C . for 1944-45 

204,291 . 18 

$127,9)3 . 17 

:i 63,966 . r-)9 

$ 6--S,9 6 .58 

$ 68,6 6 .59 
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The Union's income consisted of the c;,150,000 . 0" allocation plus 

the distribution of he balance, $63,966.59, and ~77 ,155 . 48 f1~om 

other sources , or a total of $291,122 . 07 . Our expenditures, exclu

sive of fund - raising costs and Refugee Scholar exp nses totalled 

$301,080 . 18 for activities and reduction of indebtedness . 

As f July 1, 1944, our indebtedness to the First National Bank 

amounted to $65 , 000 . 00 . During the year we reduced this amount by 

$52,000 . 00, leaving a balance of $13,000 . 00, which is being repaid at 

the rate of $1,083 . 33 a month . ~lu.s indebtedness will be paid in 

full by June 30, 1946 . Our indebtedness to N. F . T . S . was reduced by 

~1,500 . 00 during the fiscal year, leaving a balance due of $8,250 . 00 

as of July 1, 1945. 

HEBREW U ~I ON COLLEGE 

The income of th Coll g, including he $90,000 . 00 annual de

pl€tion f the special Endowm nt F nd, was $271,456 . 47 . The exp ndi

tures totalled A221,451.82 . T:e surplus of $50 , 04 .65 was transferred 

to the R serve for maintenanc . 

Respectfully submitted, 

HERBERT C . OET'l1I GER 
Treas re1, 



AN AL REP ORT OF 
COMMITTEE Ol E OWMENT AND TRUST FUNDS 

December 9 , 19 5 

To the Executive Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Your committee begs 1 ave to submit the following rep rt of th 

status of the Endowment and Trust Funds of the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations . 

At the close of business, November 1, 1945, your committee on 

Endowment and Trust Funds ad in its custody securities that belonged 

tote Union which inv olved an adjusted c~st of $220,147 . 02, cas in 

Savings Banks amounting to ~2,549 . 07, a~d 1i ested cash held in ank, 

~;,27 ,270 . 00 . We indicate belo the dive1-isification of our investment 

~oldings together with their dj sted co 

ovember 1, 1945 . 

Par Valu or Cost or 
Fae Classification Adjusted Value 

$ 136,000 . 00 Government Bonds $ 122,563 .75 

340 s ares Preferred St ocl=: $ 23,696 . 02 

1,985 shares Common Stock ~ 73 , 887 . 25 

Total Investment Holdings $ 220 , 147 . 02 

Cash in Banks 29 , 819 . 07 

Total $ 249 , 9,-6 . 09 

value as of 

arket alue 
1 ov . 1 , 1945 

$ 121.~ , 232 . 50 

$ 25,.30.., . 00 

$ 92 , 212 . 00 

$ 241,749 . 50 

From the above , it will be seen that the marke t value of our 

investment holdings when compar d with the adjusted boo· valu 

dicates a paper profit of over$ 1,600. 00 . 

, i n-



s ... A 'l1US OF PR ESE 'i1 INVES'rMEN·.I' FUND 

At present , approxim tely 70% of our fund represents in cst~.1ents 

in hig gr de bonds, cash, and preferred stoc , and 30% in equi ics . 

I1 COME O FUNDS 

Our Funds for the fiscal year July 1, 1944 through Jun )0, 194? 

e arned $6 ,801 .52 . This is approximately a return of 3% on inv stmert~ 

T Committee, at its recent meeting, acting upon t e advice oft 

Investment Counsel,· as purchased additional securiti s wit the 

uninvested cash . 

RABBil ICA~ PEISIOI BOARD 

At th meeting of e Committee , 

P-ld F bruary 9, 1945, your conu.it e 

Endowment and ~rust 1 unds 

v lue) U . S . Series "F 11 n s, • .. a ing a cas 

of· 69 , 312 . 09 t wget er with .1. 2.04 in cas 4. 

a lue as of 

At its .. et i ,.g 011 

1944 

avember 14, 1945, your committee tran ferr d t~e a o e. e tionJd se-

curities and ca h tot 

F nds . 

Joint Commi t e on Inves m nts of !-)en ..:.01 

sp ctfully su mi ted, 

HFR ERT C. OET If GER 



Ar~ UAL 0 El) 0 T OF 
c CM.l\·iITTEE 01 RP.BBI rrcA l RELI~F 

To he Executive Board of 

Cin;innat:i, Ol i o 
Dece ilier 9, 1945 

The Union of America~ Hebrew Congregations 

Ladie and Gentlemen : 

For the fisca 1 year ended June 30, 1945, t e Co .uni ttee on 

Rabbinical Relief expended $3,000 . 00 for relief paym nts for Ortlo

dox and C ns rvative Rabbis during the rear . The inter st arn d 

amounted to $3 ,714 . 47 . The surplus of ~714 .47 has been er dited 

against the Unused Intere~t Reserve Fund, which amounts to ~4, 45 .95, 

at present . 

For the fiscal year, July 1, 194 hr UGh June 30, 1946, your 

committee will spend '•3,000 . for reli f: purpose . Our esti.at of 

income for the same p •1 iod will be $3,000.00. 

The Budg t Committee of tLe U. A. H. C . appropriated. 1,500 . 00 

for the fis al year 1945-46, for relief paym nt to R form Rb ~s . 

Since we had a balance of $415 .74 in the Reserve for Rel~ef for 

R form Rabbis Ac.count, we ill only sp nd $1,084 .26 of t ap o

priation . 

Respec fully sub~itt d, 

HERBERT C . OE'l1TI TGER 
Chairman 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
December 9, 1945 

Pursuant to the call of the President of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, the Executive Board of 
the Union met at the Netherland Plaza iiotel, Cincinnati, Sunday, De
cember 9, 1945, at 10:00 A.M. 

In the absence of Mr. Rosenberg at the opening of the meetine, 
Mr. Eugene B. Strassburger, a Vice President of the Union, presided, 
and Rabbi Louis I. Egelson, Administrative Secretary, recorded the 
minutes. 

The following members of the Board were present: Lester D. Alex
ander, Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Jesse Cohen, Irvin Fane, Rabbi 
Abraham J. Feldman, Lee . Friedman, Robert P. Goldman, Rabbi Samuel 
M. Gup, Mrs. Hugo Hartmann, Lester A. Jaffe, David F. Kahn, Louis L. 
Kaufman, Eldon S. Lazarus, Ja~ob W. Mack, Rabbi Louis L. Mann, 
Herbert C. Oettinger, Adolph Rosenberg, ~ugene B. Strassbur er, Dr. 
Hiram B. Weiss, Melville S. Welt, Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, Rabbi Maurice 
N. Eisendrath, Director, an Rabbi George Zepin, Honorary Secretary. 

There were also present Hyman K nter, Accountant; Henry W. Levy, 
Publicity Director, and Jerome L. Levy, Finance Director. At the 
invitation of the President, the follow ng attended the afternoon 
session of the Board: Rabbi Max c. Currick of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
Louis Rittenberg of New York, and Robert Rosenbaum of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Strassburger called upon Rabbi Jonah Wise who ave the In
vocation. 

The minutes of the precedin meeting of the Exe~utive Board 
were approved. 

Annual Reports of the Union 

The annual reports of the departments of the Union had been sent 
to the members of the Executive Board in advance of the meeting, in 
order to eliminate the necessity of reading the reports a the meet
ing. The reports are as follows: 

1. National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 
2. National Federation of Temple Youth 
3. Commission on Synagogue Activities 
4. Commission on Information about Judaism 
5. Commission on Jewish Education 
6. New York Federation of Reform Syna ogues 
7. New En land Re ion 
8. South East Re ion 
9. Rabbinical Pension Fund 
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10. Combined Campaign of UAHC and HUC 
11. Treasurer's Annual Report 
12. Committee on Endowment and Trust Funds 
13. Committee on Rabbinical Relief 

It was moved and duly carried that the reports be received and 
printed in the Year Book. 

Auditor's Report 

The report of the auditor was presented by Mr. Hyman Kanter, 
accountant of the Union. It was moved and duly carried that the re
port be received and printed in the Year Book. 

Change of Name for the Union 

Rabbi Eisendrath read a letter from Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof', 
Chairman of the Committee on Change of Name, to the effect that a 
majority of the committee did not feel it necessary to meet and con
sider the matter of change of name at this time. Mr. Goldman called 
attention to the fact that since there hasn't been a meeting of the 
committee, the Chairman be requested to call a meeting of his sub
committee and bring in a report to the next meeting of the Board. 
The consensus of the members of the Executive Board present was in 
favor of a change of name. It w s moved and duly carried that the 
committee be asked to have a meeting and bring in a report to the 
next meeting of the Executive Bo rd. 

The Next Biennial of the Union 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, Chairman of the Committee on Time, Place 
and Program of the Next Biennial Council, presented a report of his 
committee. (Appendix A) 

Mr. Goldman added that sufficient time is bein set apart for 
business sessions and for discussion of important matters that will 
come before th0 Gonvention. 

It was moved and duly carried that the report of the committee 
be adopted. 

Representation at the Biennial Council by 
Delinquent Congregatio~ 

Mr. Strassburger announced that heretofore we had been sendin . 
notices to congregations asking them to appoint delegates to the 
Council of the Union even though !ongregations have been delinquent 
in sending in their dues. 

Rabbi Mann expressed the thought that no congregation should be 
dropped from the roster of the Union until a communication has been 
sent to the con regation and that a member of the Board visit the 
congregation, and then only after further action of the Board. 
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Mr. Goldman suggested that we adopt the principle that the By
Laws be enforced but that we leave it to the officers of the Union to 
decide the method of approach. It was so ordered. 

Director's Report 

Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, Director of the Union, presented 
his annual report. (Appendix B) 

The recommendations contained in the Director's Report were 
taken up seriatim. 

Rabbi Wise spoke of the recommendation with reference to the 
expansion of the congregational program in the larger communities. 
He called attention to the Educational Alliance in New York, that 
there had been a tremendous change in the area where this institution 
is located, and that there is a movement now to organize a synagogue 
in that section. He suggested that Rabbi Eisendrath be empowered to 
confer with the Religious Committee of the Educational Alliance and 
if found feasible, Rabbi David I. Cedarbaum, the Director of the Re
ligious Work of the Educational Alliance, be enga ed to do organiza
tion work in that vicinity, on the same plan as employed in Phila
delphia . 

Upon motion by Rabbi Wise, it was voted to approve the general 
recommendation of Rabbi Eisendrath with reference to the unaffiliated 
and to authorize him to enter into communication with the Religious 
Committee of the Educational Alliance. 

Approval was given to the recommendation of Rabbi Eisendrath 
with reference to the organization of the youth work for the Union, 
namely, that the present Youth Committee of the Commission on Jewish 
Education be expanded to include representatives of the Youth,Sister
hood and Brotherhood Federations, and that the Director of Youth 
shall be responsible to this reor anized Youth Committee . 

The Executive Board concurred in the recommendation of Rabbi 
Eisendrath to bestow a merit citation to all Reform Jewish chaplains 
at the next Biennial Council . Rabbi Wise suggested that the Chief 
of Chaplains of the army or navy or General Eisenhower be invited to 
participate in that 0eremony . Mr. Kaufman suggested a form of 
plaque to be given to each chaplain ~nd expressed a willin ness to 
cooperate with Rabbi Eisendrath in this matter . 

It was moved and duly carried that Rabbi Eugene J . Sack be en
gaged as the part-time Executive Secretary of the present Philade~
phia Committee of the Union, at a salary equal to one-fourth of that 
which is paid to him by his congre ation . 

It was moved and duly carried that a Special Committee be ap
pointed to explore the possibilities of establishing a School for 
Teachers in New York City under the joint auspices of the Union, the 
Hebrew Union College, and the Jewish Institute of Reli ion, and that 
this committee report its flndings to the pre-Convention meeting of 
the Executive Board, 
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The recommendation of Rabbi Eisendrath for the postponement of 
Union Week until next season was concurred in. 

Approval was given to Rabbi Eisendrath 's recommendation that a 
Special Committee on Broadcasting be appointed to study the matter 
further and to report either to the Biennial Council or to the pre
Convention meeting of the Exe utive Board. 

Rabbi Albert G. Minda's suggestion which was contained in Ra bi 
Eisendrath 's report, calling for a detailed study of our reLation
ships with the Welfare Funds, as well as a larger program for the 
Union, was discussed at length. Mr. Goldman suggested that we ou ,ht 
to have fa~tual data as a basis for our policy. Mr. Alexander 
thought that if our remaining in the Welfare Funds debar us from 
having separate campaigns, we ought not remain in the Welfare Funds . 
Rabbi Mann expressed agreement with Mr. Goldman that we need to 
study the problem very carefully. Mr. Henry W. Levy, our publicity 
director, having been called upon for his opinion, stated t1a it is 

essential that we have a master plan, a long range progra~,carefully 
coordinated by the Union and the College. Mr. David F. Kahn sug
gested that there be a joint meeting of the Union Board and the Col
lee Board to consider this matter. 

It was moved and duly carried that a Spe0ial Committee be ap
pointed to meet as a PLANNING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE to con

sider an over-all program for the College and the Union and then to 
report to a joint meeting of the Boards of the Union and the College . 

The Administrative Committee at its meeting on October 14, 1945, 
had recommended that the Executive Board consider the project of in

creasing the circulation of LIBERAL JUDAISM by sending it to each 
congregational member paying $3. 0 per capita or for whom a $3.00 
per capita is paid. 

In his report, Rabbi Eisendrath recommended that this action be 
taken by the Executive Board and that the additional cost involved 
be made up in part throu the use of carefully selected adverti ing. 

Mr. Kahn, the Chairman of the Budget Committee, pointed out that 

if we adopt the plan as presented we may have a deficit. 

The consensus was that we have carefully selected advertising 
in the magazine and it was so voted . 

Upon motion by Mr. Friedman, it was voted that LIBERAL JUDAIS 
be sent to all individual members of congregations for whom a mini
mum of $3.00 per capita dues is paid and that this plan be inaugu
rated with the March issue of LIBERAL JUDAISM. 

The Board recessed for lunch and reconvened at 2:00 P .. 

With reference to Rabbi Eisendrath 's recommendation that a 
thorou h analysis be made of the over-all publication and publi,ity 
program of the Union and its affiliates, it was moved by Rabbi Mann 



• 

-5-

and duly carried that a Fact Finding Committee be appointed to make 
this over-all analysis and to report back to the Executive Board. 

It was moved and duly carried that the President be authorized 
to send properly accredited delegates to the first post-war confer
ence of the World Union for Progressive Judaism and that these rep
resentatives go at their own expense. 

Rabbi Brickner thought that such a meeting should be held in the 
United States. It was moved and duly carried that a communication be 
sent to the World Union requesting them to consider holding the next 
conference in America rather than abroad. 

Rabbi Brickner spoke of the possibility of doing religious mis
sionary work in North Africa, Persia, Iran, India, where he thought 
that a great need for such religious work existed. Rabbi Wise 
pointed out that the Joint Distribution Committee spent about $300,000 
on cultural programs and suggested that Rabbi Brickner ascertain in
formally whether some of that money could not be allocated for this 
religious missionary work. Rabbi Mann suggested that such missionary 
work might be carried on by young rabbis as a sort of an interneship 
before they accepted pulpits in the rabbinate. 

It was voted that Rabbi Brickner be authorized to explore the 
possibilities of securing aid from the Joint Distribution Committee 
for missionary religious work overseas. 

Upon motion by Mr. Ja~ob W. Mack, it was voted that we accept 
Rabbi Eisendrath's report with appreciation. 

Philadelphia 

Mr. Strassburger called upon Mr. Robert Rosenbaum of Philadel
phia who spoke on the problem of the unaffiliated and the plan for a 
regional office in Philadelphia. 

Rabbi Eisendrath stated that the Executive Board owes a debt of 
gratitude to Mr. Rosenbaum for his assistance and cooperation with 
the Union in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Strassburger assured Mr. Rosenbaum that he can inform the 
group in Philadelphia that the Union has already undertaken the very 
project that they had recommended. The details are to be handled 
by the executive officers of the Union. 

Synagogue Loan Fund 

Mr. Louis L. Kaufman, Chairman of the Committee to draw up a 
set of loans for newly formed congregations, presented a report. 
(Appendix C) 

Mr. Rosenberg suggested that we approach this problem on a 
pragmatic basis and deal with each case as it comes to us. 
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Mr. Friedman pointed out that these rules, as presented by Mr. 
Kaufman, are intended to advise congregations and to prevent them 
from making mistakes with regard to building perhaps earlier than 
they are ready. It is advisable that in our enlarged program of ac
tivities we indicate that we are trying to build up Liberal Judaism 
in the country. 

Rabbi Mann stated that he secures a response to a plea for the 
needs of the Union when he indicates that the Union is planning to 
help small congregations to organize themselves. 

Mr. Lazarus thought that these rules should act as a directive 
to the officers of the Union and that if a loan is requested the con
gregation must fulfill these requirements and that we are not to 
publicize these rules. 

It was moved and duly carried that the set of rules as presented 
by Mr. Kaufman be adopted. 

Revised UAHC Constitution 

A draft of the newly revised Constitution having been mailed to 
all the members of the Executive Board in advance of the meetin, 
Mr. Irvin Fane, the Chairman of the Committee, took up only those 
sections of the Constitution that had been modified since the last 
revision. 

Mrs. Hugo Hartmann and Mr. Eldon . Lazarus asked to be reco1'ded 
as voting "no" on the adoption of Sectio 2, Article XV, which states 
"The President and Director of the Union shall be ex-officio members 
of the Executive Board of each affiliate." 

With reference to Article XVIII, Sections 3 and 4 pertainin to 
resolutions presented at the Councils of the Union, it was voted that 
when the Constitution is sent to the con regations, note shall be 
made of the fact that, at the meeting of the Council, the minority 
of the Executive Board will report its objection to the inclusion 
of these two sections. 

The following resolution was adopted: The Constitution as 
amended was presented to the Executive Board by Congregation B'nai 
Jehudah of Kansas City, Missouri, and was approved by the Exeeutive 
Board, and the Secretary was instructed to send the Constitution to 
our congregations at least sixty days in adv ce of the next Bi 
ennial. (Appendix D) 

The thanks of the Board was voted to Mr. Irvin Fane and his 
committee. 

Amendment to Trust Agreement for Pension Plan 

Rabbi Zepin explained that in the orieinal agreement it was 
specified that a supplementary policy could be issued only on the 
anniversary date of the ori inal policy. The Rabbis and congrega
tions objected to this limitation, preferrin to have such supple-
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mentary policies issued whenever the rabbis or congregations were 
ready to do so. This could be accomplished by omitting the words 
''as of any subsequent anniversary date of the initial policy" from 
the eighth paragraph of Section III, Article 3. 

He also stated that in order to facilitate the issuance of sup
plementary policies, the officers of the Union and the officers of 
the Conference had agreed to omit the above phrase from the Trust 
Agreement and had notified the Northwestern Mutual Life Insuranc e 
Company to this effect. 

It was resolved that the action of the President and the Admini
strative Secretary of the Union in reaching an agreement with the 
officers of the Central Conference of American Rabbis in reference 
to omitting the time limitation for issuing supplementary policies 
be approved. 

Nominations for Boards and Commissions 

Mr. Robert P. Goldman, Chairman of the Committee on Nominations, 
presented a report as follows: 

To the Executive Board of the Union 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I am pleased to present herewith the re ort of the Committee on 
Nominations. 

A. Elections of Boards and Commissions 

l. There are three vacancies on the Executive Board at the 
present time. 

2. Rabbinioal Pension Board - a three year term. We renominate 
Messrs. Lee M. Friedman of Boston and Melville S. Welt of Detroit 
whose terms expire December 31, 1945. 

3. World Union for Progressive Judaism - a one year term. We 
now have seven representatives on the Governing Board of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism. Our attention has been called to the 
Constitution of the World Union which calls for only four repre
sentatives on the Governing Board. We therefore renominate Mr. J e sse 
Cohen of Brooklyn, Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath of Cincinnati, Mr. 
Adolph Rosenberg of Cincinnati and Mrs. Hugo Hartmann of Chica o. 

4. Synago~ue Council of America - a three year term. Our Com
mittee renomina es Rabbi Isaac Landman of Brooklyn; Harry M. Prince 
of New York; Adolph Rosenberg of Cincinnati; Louis A. Rosett of New 
Rochelle; Rabbi Abraham Shusterman of Baltimore, and we nominate 
Oscar M. Lazrus of New York. 

5. Commission on Synafogue Activities - a three year term. We 
renominate Messrs. Stanley. Cahn of Ba.lt:tmore; Robert P. Goldman 
of Cincinnati; Stuart G. Levy of Louisville, and Adolph Rosenber 
of Cincinnati. 
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B. Confirmation of Nominations 

When the Executive Board of the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis met in Cincinnati in October, a joint committee of the Con
ference and of the Union nominated a number of rabbis for serviee on 
joint commissions of the Conference and the Union. The Executive 
Board of the Conferenc~, at its session in October, elected the 
nominees mentioned below. At this meeting our committee asks for 
confj_rma tion by our Executive Board of these nominations which were 
made jointly with the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

1. Commission on Jewish Education - a three year term. 

Rabbi William G. Braude, Providence 
Rabbi Leon Feuer, Toledo 
Rabbi Leon Fram, Detroit 
Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Pittsburgh 
Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn, Rockville Center 
Rabbi Louis I. Newman, New York 
Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg, Easton 
Rabbi Louis Wolsey, Philadelphia 

2. Commission on Information about Judaism - a three year term . 

3. 

4. 

It 

Rabbi Benjamin Friedman, Syracuse 
Rabbi Edgar F. Magnin, Los Angeles 

Commission on Synagogue Activities - a 

Rabbi Solomon N. Bazell, Louisville 
Rabbi Louis Binstock, Chicago 
Rabbi Abram V. Goodman, Davenport 

Committee on Ceremonies - a three year 

Rabbi Isr·ael Bettan, Cincinnati 
Rabbi Louis Witt, Dayton 

three year term. 

term. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT P. GOLDMAN, Chairman 

was moved and duly carried that the report be adopted. 

Request b Conservative for One-Third of 
inical und 

Mr. Lester A. Jaffe reported that Rabbi Zepin had received a 
letter from the Conservative group requesting one-third of the 
original pension fund in order that they might establish a pension 
fund for the Conservative rabbis. 

Upon motion by Rabbi Mann, twas voted that the Legal Com
mittee be given power to act. 
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Report of the Unj_on Staff Pension Fund Committee 

Rabbi Egelson presented the following report of the Union Staff 
Pension Fund Committee, as follows: 

December 1, 1945 

To the Executive Board of the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

At the Executive Board meeting held on November 26 , 1944 in ew 
York City, the Board established a Pension Plan for the employees of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

There are twenty-two employees in the Union Staff Pension Plan. 
The total cost to the Union to date for this fiscal year will be 
$6,166.02. The Budgetary Appropriation for the fjscal year ending 
June 30, 1946 is $6,500.00. 

In the agreement establishing the Pension Plan, Paragraph four 
of Article III, Section three, deals with the incr•eased retirement 
pensions: 

"At the option of a participant, increased retirement 
pensions may be procured (inclu ing life insurance 
protection, if the participant is insurable) in re
spect of any increases in salary, provided the addi
tional guaranteed monthly, pension so purchased shRll 
not be less than Ten Dollars ($10.00); and the Union 
and the participant will contribute toward the pre
mium cost of such additional covera e in the samP 
proportions as are applicable in the case of the 
initial policy." 

This agreement went into effect on January 1, 1945. Since that 
time there have been several salary increases. In order to increase 
the insurance cov8rages for the employees affected, your committee 
requests an additional approp1·iation of $364.00, which represents 
the seven per cent of the increases to be paid by the Union. Your 
committee also requests approva_ o ncrease the insurance and an
nuity coverage of any employee wno will receive a salary increase 
and who will pay his share of the premium of the increased coverage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 

Rabbi aurice . Eisendrath 
Chairman 

It was moved and duly carried that the recommendations con• 
tained in the above report be approved. 
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Life Pension for Mr. Arthur Meyerowitz 

Attention was called to the fact that Mr. Arthur Meyerowitz 
would retire from active service from the Union as of July 1, 1946. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

11 Resol ved, that there be granted to Mr. Arthur ,1eyerowi tz a 
pension for l:tfe at the annual rate of $2,400.00, effective 
July 1, 1946, payable monthly at the rate of $200.00 per 
month.'' 

Inclusion of Mr. Jerome L. Levy in Union 
Staff Pension Pian 

Attention was called to the fact that under the terms of the 
Pension Plan for lay members of the Union, five years of service with 
the Union is a minimum requirement for eligibility of pens:.on in the 
plan. This requirement was introduced in order to eliminate tempor
ar•y and transient employees, particularly in the clerical staff. 

Mr. Jerome L. Levy, thou h he has been in the service of the 
Union for less than f'ive years, might continue in the employ of the 
Union indefinitely. It would therefore appear to be in the best in
terests of the Union and of Mr. Levy if he were permitted now to join 
the pension plan. Mr. Levy has asked that he be permitted to do so. 

It was moved by Mr. Friedman and carried that r. Levy be ad-
mitted into the Union St ff Pension Pl nder such cond tions as 
shall be made by the Legal Committee. 

Subsidy for World Union of Progressive Judaism 

Rabbi Eisendrath pointed out that whereas in former years we 
had been contributing $1,500.00 annually to the World Union for Pro
gressive Judaism this sum had been reduced in recent years and now 
was $750.00. He recommended that our contribution be increased to 
$1,500.00 as of the current fiscal year. 

It was moved and duly carried to approve the recommendation. 

National Budgeting 

A communication was presented from the Committee to Op ose Na
tional Bud eting asking the Union to join the Committee. 

It was moved and duly carried that the communication be tabled. 

Resignation of ~. Aaron Straus 

A letter was presented from Mr. Aaron Straus of Baltimore sub
mitting his resignation as a m~mber of the Executive Board. 

It was moved and duly carried that the resignation be accepted 
with re ret nd that the thanks of the Union be expressed to Mr. 
S raus for his many years of splendid cooperation. 
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New Business 

Rabbi Brickner suggested that we dramatize at the Council of 
the Union the outstanding work that has been done by the Jewish chap
lains of the Reform group and that the banquet at the Biennial Coun
cil be dedicated to the returning chaplains. The suggestion was 
turned over to the Program Committee with favorable recommendation. 

Adjourned. 

Rabbi Louis I. Egelson 
Secretary 

Eugene B. Strassburger 
Vice-President 



APPENDIX A 

REPORT OF 
COMMITTEE ON TIME, PLACE AND PROGRAM 

To the Executive Board of the Union. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

At the meeting of the Executive Board held on June 3, 1945, our 
Committee on Time, Place and Program for the 39th Biennial Council 
of the Union authorized the Administrative Committee to adjust time 
and place for the convention according to circumstances as they may 
develop. 

At the meeting of the Administrative Committee held on October 
14, it was voted to have our Council in Cincinnati, March 3 to Gth, 
1946, with the Ietherland Plaza as the headquarters. 

The Program Committee has selected as the theme for the Council, 
"The Program and Policy of Reform Judaism." 

We are to have a Town Meeting on Sunday evening, March 3, with 
the following participants: 

Rabbi Joshua L. Liebman, Boston 
Raobi Irving F. Reichert, San Francisco 
Mr. Isaac Heller, New Orleans 
Mr. M. N. Dannenbaum, Houston 

While there will be only qu stions from the floor on Sunday 
evening, during the following morning two hours will be devoted to 
a general discussion of the subject. 

On Monday noon we are to have a luncheon at which the speaker 
is to be Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof of Pittsburgh. That evening we 
are plannin a symposium on "The Synagogue and the Returnin Service 
Men and Women." 

On Tuesday evening we are arranging to have a banquet at which 
Rabbi Leo Baeck of Germany and Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of Cleve
land are to be the speakers. 

These are the highlights of the program which will be inter
spersed with reports and addresses, and the adoption of the new 
constitution for ~he Union. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ROBERT P. GOLDMAN 

Chairman 
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REPORT OF TH' DIRECTOR 

To the Executive BoarG of the 
Union of Ameril.!an Hebre, ,ongrega tions 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

incinnati , Ohio 
December 9, 1945 

Among the wise sayincs of our rabbis you will proba · lr r e .!a 1 
t e ·o temporary rabbini~ admonitio against t e multipli~~t i on of 
"mimeographing , multigra•hing ad mailing . " Ever sin--:e assumi ;, 
t e post of Direetor of the Un~on I have endeavored to eed ti 
stern warning . otwithstanding this fa~t , the mem e· s of our 3oard 
wh ave re ently bee deluged by a veritable avalan--½e of re_or ts 
must ave come to the ~on~lusion that the U ion is stiller god 
primarily in ''mimeoe-rapJ ing, mul tigraphing and mailing . 11 Howc v r, 
if ou~ Board rr.embers have a~tually perused these comprehensi ·e 
re orts , the r may ave di ~erned t a •.!O t2.ined therein ar t e 
evidenl!es of veritab le dynamo of many-fa ,.! e ted a ·ti vi ties . Eve 
though I ari S')mewhat pessimistic ~onc e r i g t e amount of ..,ri t d 
matter w ,i(.! is ac:tuall~r road i the e 6.. ys, whe of the ..1. u-inr 
of p mp lets, perio i·als and publications of all kind th0re i~ ~o 
end, nonet eless I do take i for gran ,d at at least t J e me mh PS 
of our Board ave manifested suffi~ient i t ~re tin our Union ~~
tivities to have read the reports whi~~ wee re~e tly mail d to 
them . Nevertheless, Id wa t to un erscore some of the outs and
in J accomplis ments of our various departments as reflecte d int e 
above menti ned reports. 

Our Affilj_ates 

Contrary to well establish E- d pro~ dure, I am oi g to e in 
with that department of our Union work whic ~ ~s ery freque tly 
been regarded as" step-v ild . " T ·s attitude may of -!0urse be 
bu a rea~tio tote vie-wing oft _e Union by some of itu l e iti
mately born ... ildren a'"' foster parent . 1' atever may be t . e ·aus e 
I wis to emp asize t e fa~t that in of r as Im y be abla t0 
ac ieve this purpose , all our Union enterprisev mu t be re ~arded 

nan equal plane of relatio sip betwee t emselves and t e 
parent body, our U ion . To this end, as will be made le r e r o 
yc-u int_ e report of our Comnittee on Revisio of Co sti uti n, ue 
have spe t many of the pas weeks in gotiations be ween t . e ren
resentatives of the Union and those of our natio al affiliates and 
region 1 agen\,;i,,s . Althou , in then st there has been n I.ions i
tutional provision ~on\Jernln t ese mutual relationships , I am 
happy to report at as a result f man \,;onfere ~es between r e p
re.entatives ft e Union and lar lea(ers and executive secretari s 
of ur various auxiliaries , a formula has bee dev sed w i~ as 
een accepted as being most satisfactory to all concerned . I be

lieve tat tis clearly stated definitio of our rel tio s ps 
presages an even finer spirit of Gooperatio i the futurJ . 
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N':l.tional FedoEtion of Temple Brother oods 

In c onsequence of this conviction that our national affili
ates must be ever regarded as an integral part of our Union a~
tivity and be~ause of my own feeling oi" pride int ea~ ievements 
of these affiliates int e past year, I wish to make ~ertai Atha 
they are not treated in t _ .is repo1 ... t - as has some times bee the 
case - as a mere arterthoug tor footnote to what has ge erally 
been regarded as more essentially the Union program itself. T ere 
fore , I wish to emp asize first and foremost the remarkable pr -
gress t'bat has been made in recent months by our I•;ational FedP-ra
t~o of Temple Brother 1oods . otwithstandin the fact tat a gr ~t 
part of its potential manpower has been in the armed servi08,never
theless as of June 30, 1945, t e n1.:rr.i1ber of its affiliated mens' 
~lubs totalled 137 w ile its individual membership has grcr\m to 
0ver 25,000 - the largest in its history . Be0ause this recorG as 
been a~hieved during the war years when, I repeat, so many ~ft 03e 
who mig11t actually be drawn to its activities were in the armed 
forces, there is every reason to believe that now its gr wt will 
be even m.)re substantial. 

But·quantity alone is not e sole criterion of evaluatio . 
Therefore, it is most satisfying t note the far-reaching quality 
of Br therhood a~hievement. In addition to the expansion ~r its 
former a~tivities, parti~ularly with a view to serving our men,., o 
are in unif rm, su~ as in the distri~ution of more t ,an mill:rn 
prayer and ps· lm cards, the improv me in the format an co tc t 
of the JEWISH LAYM.Ar, t11e cirt:ulatio of whi~1 no·w ex~eeds 30,f)0i:i, 
t e Br therh'"'od introdu-: d during the p st yaaI·, first t .roug1 t e 
JEWISH LAYMAN and now in pamp let .form_. a not-1.bl edu~at~o al .I. rn
je~t modeled after Dr. Elliot's five-foot books elf, seekinb to 
induce ()Ur Jewish laymen to d8vote a t least fi.1.teen minu es day 
to t _e acquisition of valuable Jew5 ... sh knouledge . In ddi. t:1- n to 
this, the Brot er.ood issued durin the p st vear a hand p0~ket 
diary w~ich has been w dely distributed and e thusiasti~ally 
a ! I.! laimf?d . I single out e se va ious but b r no means ex..! 1 s :i ve 
a~tivities oft e Brother ood itsel in order to drive 0me t e 
fa\.!t that eve t oug t e Jewis C o.utauqua is one o t J_e primar,. 
projects oft e NFTB, it is by no means its sole intere 0 t o~ c
~ompli3hment. As for the Chautauqua vork, here too we h'lve every 
reas n ~ have a sense f gratifi~ tio tat tr ug. our vm na
tional affiliate, t e NFTB, ur ~onstruct~v pro -ram of ri -in 
the positive values of Judaism tote ate tio of Jewis and .1.on
Jewish professors and students at our ·!olle 0 es and univers ties as 
expanded t sue de ree t at during t e pas ~ 1, well ov·3r ::;,oo 
campuses were visited and , in addition, t . e C auta1q o~iet: 
initiated a more compre ensive and sustaining program of Jewis . 
eduvation i twe t.,- ine summer 0amps made up of sele~t d ristia 
youth who pr fited greatly from t e instru~ti f the re~resent -
tives oft, autauqua so~iety . 

Indi~ative oft e poss bilit es that ay gr~w out nf t e 
cl esest kind of cooperatio betwe n our various departr,,.ents, we 
have seized upon a su gestio m~de by Jlr . Rein art t u ilize th , 
servi es ("If su~h rabbis wh ~ , und r hautauqua auspice , visit t e 
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campuses of colleges in smaller communities, in order that ey 
mi ht spend an additional day or so in such -ommunities so fre
quently •without rabbinil.! service, to the end the t by thus as1;er
taining what might be the religious or educational needs of su~ 
communities , they may repo1,,t their findings to us . T us we will be 
able, through these Chautauqua visitors, to render service to q 
large num er of small rural ~ommunities by assig ing to them rab
bini~ visits from nearby 0oamunities, provide them wit~ edu~ationql 
~ounsel, and enlist thei~ J ildren as well as adults in our ·orre
sponden~e courses . Rabbi E6elson is now engaged in coordin1.tinr:: 
this effort and .as already heard from a number of -.:ommunities t.3.t 
will be greatly benefitted by our Union servi~es. 

In view of the above recor·d of accomplishme t 1-r i,:: . must v ,r ./ 
Gefinitely be attributed to the vigorous leaders~ip of its Pre~i-
de t, an Executive Board of unusually 0igh calibre and mors p rt~:~
lnrly to its Executive Secretary, Mr . Arthur L . Rein art, it be
~omes all the more lamentable that I must repeat tnat whic bot 
dr . Jesse ohen, Preside t of the NFrJ"S, and I expressec1. in ou1"' r8-
spective reports of last year tot _e effe•t that only a andful of 
existent a.:!tive Temple v!ens' Clubs conti ue to remain outs:_de t ,. 
ra ks of t1'e NFTB. 1ore lamentable still 1s tl;e fa,;t that these 
clubs in Cleveland, Toledo, Columbus, Syra..:use and Bal timo-re rE: 
situated in ommunities and ·on•re -ations that have perso ::i.l repr.,
sentatives on tis Union Exe~utlve oard. In Cle-el ~d, for ex
ample, althou~~h we ave on our Unio E ei_ut~vc J_ oard four ienre
sentatives from th t communitJ, neit--.er Temple . f'n 's lub belon[,S 
to t e FTB - a faet w i1.; sel"'iously af .t'e,.!ted our desii>e to h9,v1_j 
our Biennial in t at t.! i - . feel t .. at i t~ r 15_['. t of the O.l! comp
li shments of t e NFT.l:J, only part of whi~. I have rE. en1•sed, sur'r,;, 
a new appreciation of Brot. er .. ood \Tork, espei.!ially us ein.r.; an 
integral part of Union activ::..ty, shoulcl be enge dered in e mids 
and ear ts of our own Board. members. 

derati o~ Temple Sister oods 

Our National Federatio_ f Temple Sister oods as also ;o,m 
in i dividual membership and ~o sti uent units duri at p~st 
year . It o boasts of 403 Sisterhoods wit a me bern1i of ap
proximately 0,000 i divid als . They too have t4eir l~rgest 
mem ers ip i their is tor , r.i.otwi th ta ding t e f '! t t _ t he 
JFTS during this l;ri ti~al riod was :::are1 t of at l e~ , po1.,tion 
of t _ e time f its most compete t Exe0ut1v-:. Secretar, , ls"' JanP 
Evans . While .. iss Evans' bsence from JI?T worv ,,as sorely r~1t, 

onet eless, at gre t erso al sa --rifi\.! to er self, s p ,._3 i .. 
large measure been respon ible forte l!onti ued igh J.ev 1 of 
lister ood. endeavor, bly as ist d of ~ourse durin er b t.! 1 r 

4er own Executiv - Board, and more notably still y rs . Hu o Hart
mann, who has carried a reat burden of ist r_ood respo si ility 
during these difficult years . 1Ie must 11 s 1r in the ense of 
pride w ic is that oft e 0 ister. oods in • ving been le to be 
of distin u·shed se1'Vit.!e i he ital field of hu.manity 1 ~ low 
ploddin ovard a pea~ f 1 worl ., and I beli ve t at I Rhould r . ,.g 
to the atte ion of tnis Board t tribute paid too r Sit rod 
Executive Se~r tary by vlr . John Paul Jones, President of t "' 
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National Peace Conference; in a letter whi h he addressed t Mrs. 

Hugo Hartmann: 

"The Jational Peace Conference has brought to a 
l,lose its official relationship with Miss Jane Evans 
as our part-time Director . We did it uith mingled 
emotions of regret and gratituc"lP. . You and lie ra

tional Federati n of Temple Sisterhoods were in0luded 
in the latter feelin s . We cannot tell you ow 
deeply indebted we feel to you, but I do wa t ou to 
know we greatly appre~iate t e spirit 1 ..,ooperati n 
t at you have shown during these last wo years . 

"Naturally we have been pleased tat we .:ould 
offer to ~iss Evans at tis ~rucial ti. e an op or 
tunity suitable to her talents ad the sple did 
tPainin s},e has se~ured t rough your own or .,aniza
tio as well as in ot er ways . We _ o e the-... e will 

be by- rodu\.! ts whi,!h will be of enefi t to your Fed

era tio, and trat t 1e se in some measure will co ~en
sate forte relinquis rnent of iss Evans 1 servi~es 
w en you very mu-.! nePded t e .. 

"I have been a 1t orized by 
preMs th~s~ sentiments to -o 

e onferen e to ex 
t 11., ir be .. alf, ncl I 

We ·1 •✓ e mac~e • j_, s 
• in~lude er in o,r 

ta re gl"'8D, t ple sure :i.n doing 
Eva s a Vi~e-Presi~ent o as 
offi\.!ers, ad 1.r-':ll still ~ on 
vital part f ur fellows ) ~ 

h:,r nd ou s a 
.-ror . II 

We are ov r joy d t at Mis .L.!,vans has ow b<:,e relie ved of er 

responsibili :i.es , it t. o rational Pea,:e Co fercnl!e nd - a s . e L . ., 

once more devoting 11 her time and i exhr us tibl 8nergt t0 'T1 T: 1 

a~tivity . At t e resent time the 1FTS is formu atin ~tc nJ~n~ 

for an appeal fort se funds re u_sit to r ct a ~ome for A 
Union of Ameri a Hebrew Congregatio s t .. e ,.:!amp s of thP H b:: .. ~ 1-1 

ion allege _9 r i Cincin ati ad to pr vide h adquar ers fo 

our a~~ ti vi ties in eu rork City . 

Federation cf Temple Yn th 

A similar reeorcl of rem rkable ··..: om~lishment i..~ to be fou d 

int e report f the National Federati n f Temple Yout . 1 re 

too, ad even to a grater degree t.an is t 8 cas in rel~tio to 

th NFTB., we mig. t 1ave nti-,!ip ted dec1· se r ther t - in

~rease i em ers._ip and a~tivit, due o t e fact tiat virtually 

t e entire age roup n whi0 the iFTY mig t exp v to find its 

constituen~y as been in the armed for~es . net less, o ce 

ag i., I have t pleasure of reporti g that t e !FT_ tada e o s 

the lar est roster of paid up members i nc1 of f'fili ted ~lu s 

sin~e its inaurruration . M re than 3,500 i dividual m mbers and 

ei ty-two ~lubs comprise t e preset ~o .stitue cy oft e FT . 

U d.r t e enterprisin i terim di1e~torship f 1 iss H le L . 

Strauss we a~e be un a system of re anal yout ~ctivity bye -



gaging part - time youth consultants in New York, C~icago and. on the 
Pa~ific Coast . A most su~eessful youth con~lave was agai held 
over the Labor Day week- end in the Chi,.!ago area , as has been the 
case for the past several years . T11is year, however, we likewise 
initiated a similarly suc~essful yout~ conclave in the New Yo k 
region . 

We ~annot but express our deep appre0iat:on to Miss Hele 
Strauss for t~e fine spirit and for the tangible a~complishments 
w j_(! have been hers during her brief interim dire_ tor ship, g,nd we 
welcome back most hear•tily to our Union family Rabbi Sel·wyn D . Ru.s 
lander w o has now returned to is former t sks after t re 0 2nd a 
alf years of distinQ.Iished service int e ~raplain(!y . 

Preliminary to Rabbi Rus1ander 1 s return, I felt that it was 
imperative to rectifv the ex~eecingly compli~ated, co fused, and 
cumbersome organizational set - up relative to our Union Youth a~ 
t_vity . To this end, a meetinG was held in Chicago on ITovem er 2_, 
1945, attended by representatives of the Unio , the Central Con
feren !8 of Ameril!an :Rabbj_s, tha Commission on Jewis Edu-..!at-Lo , and 
t e National Federation of Temple Sister oods - all of w.om have 
been dire~tly, officially, and institutionally ~on~erned wit our 
Youth prosr.'.lm . After l..!onsiderable and most fr1ui tful dis-.....ussi n, 
it was ar,reec} that our· Yon th e.,(.!t:_ vi ty must be '.!On-::!ei ved es sen t::.al 
j_n terms of Yout ed.u.!at:i_on wit ., the NF'T ervinr· as one o:' t e 
ins trume ts and means ra her t',a _ the end f our Yout . pro;.;ram . 
Consequently , it waste unanimo 1 s ~o elusi n of t~is meeti 0 that 
the patter and pro~~ran oi' our pre se t Y .th 1.., ommi ttee of ti-,e Com
mission on Jewish Edu 3.tion s oulc. i)e pandec , t .. at its present 
and future _ersonnel shall inJlu~e representatives of t1u ~Tr , the 
NFTS and t _e N:?TB, and tat the Dire~tor of Y'Jut s all be res"TJon
sible to t1is reorganized Yout1 vommittee . It is my ope that t .e 
Exe\.!utive Board will con,! 1r in this 1,;on~lusion a d it is m T firm 
belief that, as a result of this more ,:le rly defi Be ar1 a c. or
ganizational set-up, the opportunities fnr more ta sibls a~hjeve 
ment on the part of our newly returned Youth Dire~tor will be 
greatly enhaneed . 

Our Returning Chaplains 

Not alone do we joyously welcom C aplain Rusla der to ou 
own midst , but we are deli~hted to learn oft e gr, dual retur o 
their re sp-·e ti ve pulpits of not a few of tl-}e more than one hundred 
Reform rabbis w o served so ma3nir i0entl j_n the \.!J. ap ai cy . We 

id them a rearty weleome .ome and wis t_ em God ' s c oi:::es t bless
ing • n t e midst of their con rega tions w ,i0 have sorely m __ ssed 
them . 

I eartily recommend that tis brief ad alto_et er j ade
quate w rd of our appreciation be supplemented by some appropriate 
form of estimo ial to be tendered our C. aplains at he forthcoming 
Biennial ou cil. For some time past, I ave . .!ontemplated pr -
posing to this Ex '.!Ut ve Board the ~onsideration of establis.inb a 
form of Citi::ttion to be awarded to laymen and rabbis who have per
formed dist~nguished servi~e in behalf of our Liberal Jewis cause . 
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I know of no better way of initiating su an undertaking than to 
bestow at our next Coun~il upon all our Reform Jewish c a~lains 
just su~h a citation. They have indeed served not merelv our na
tion, but our parti0ular Reform movement as well b~ win i ~anew 
and sympatheti, appreciation of our ~ause among mrriads of servi~e 
m n and women previously unexposed to Reform . They have rencered 
incomparably v luable servi~e to Li eral Judaj_sm a.nd notr2. ~ ·wo ld 
be more deserving t an triat our appre~iation be perm.'.lnentl r _Le
eorded by su.:!h ..::i. ta tions as I urge tJ.is Board favorably to ~ on id--r. 

We express our dee:pest gratitude to t_ e Chr1.plains Comm.Lt tee 
which, under the -ble uhairmanship of Dr . Br1.rnett R. Br:~kno~·,and 
t1,e perseverin~~ direl!tion of R~bbi Louis I. Zgelson :1.s Seerc•t'Lr , 
performed. su 'h an outstanding pie-Je of servi~e i t _ p11 0 !urement 
of these ~~apl~ins . 

Our work of pro~urement is far from over . fit t s,me ze ~l 
as we sought out these ~haplains, we must now 1 bor wit. rni g. t ~nd 
main ei t er to pro ure or , w erever possjble, to ~re3,te pulp:L ts or 
those who may ave no pcrm3.nent posts tow i~h to return . 10 1 this 
pressing task, t e Union 1,as ag in joined for,.:es wit t c ..1..1AR g, c, 
on~e more throu ht e painstaking efforts of Rabbt Egelso~ ns 
S ~retary and with Dr. olomon B. Frech0f as Chairm n oft. ere
~ently formed Emergen~!Y Plae!e·ilent om.il~_ttee , we 1--iope to c.is ,.! , •. i., ·· e 
ou11 full responsibility owarci t e e -! a}":.ilains w o ave serve c: us 
ane our cause so well. ~trely we ~an do no .~ ss . 

l.!tivities 

I turn now to t_ e worl' of our various commission , EJ.1 d on..!e 
mor I must st teat the very outset t _at our Commission on Sy a-
-ague ; l! ti vi ties, so abl 'lnd incl ,:-, fa ti g:1bly d • re • ted by Rabbi J ·ob 

D. cc. warz, has not alone most assiduously carried on it..., lon1?; 
es ta lished pro5 e'..! ts but as likew~se initiated a number of ve1.,y 
promisin6 enterprises . ~oremost among the latter is , of l!our e , 
our Institutes on Judaism for hristian :'-.ini ters, u der t e ~u1d-
a 0e of a Comnission of ,., i ·h Dr . Lou:i..s L . Aa n is C airman, anr.' 
whii.!h were u d rtaken for tlie first time as q, national proje-!t last 
year . In all the years hat s ... instj_ tutes had been ind·' vidually 
and lo~ally spa sored, not ore t .a sixteen were ever h ld i any 
single year . In the first seaso that e undertook tis as na
tional project we .ave eld fnrty-ei~A t institutes in forty -seven 
communities, and we now ave far-r ~a~ inc pla~s forte xte sion 
oft cse institu snot aloe to may more metr politan l!.mmu ~ is 
but eve more particularly into t e rural area . To ris to ,e 
full potentialities of this splendid proje Jt, it may well q : m
pera ti ve soon to eni:;age full-time etir :.\.!tor of this ~nterp1"'~- c•e . 

In cooperation wi ht e Hebr w Union Colleg~, ad t t e sug
gestion of Dr. Erie Werner, our ommission on Sy a O[}le Activities 
ha een responsi le for the recoi1 di of six d ubl -fac'3 p 10 o -

rap records of li tur ical musi..., . T. is musil.! as be n deri v-·d 
from t~e w rld famous ir ba1m collectio in the Hebrew U i -01 -
le e Library . Al tho 1gh t i pPojeet vas launched few mo th ' . c , 
the preset suppl oft ese rec~rd albums is already x austed and 



we look forward to the possibility of placing tis very be~utif1l 
liturgical music in virtually all of our ~ongregations . I hope 
that many of our Board members heard t '1e broadcast of some 0f t ese 
re~ordings w 10½ were very ent,usiastically re0eived by a large 
listening audience over t e IBC network on Saturd~y, November 24, 
1945 , from 7 : 30 to 8 : 00 P . M. 

Through the distribution of radio transcriptions ~o t inin~ 
ritual musi0 for the Holy Dqy and Sabbath services we ave m de it 
possible for rabbis in nearly 100 0ommunities to ave loi.!al radj_o 
programs . This is pro -ing to be a dis tine t service to our in j_ rj _

d.ual rabbis and to the ,.!ommunities which t ey serve . 

Another instance of the added servi~e t½at we are offering to 
our ~ongregations - and all of this of course is but a partial 
answer to the too frequently i ter•a ted query 11 wha t does the Un5 on do 
for us?" - we are offering a thoroug goin, arl;hi te., tu:i.,al assistance 
to those many congregations now contemplatin new tenple buildinGs . 
We have ~ompleted arrangements - of whi~h I spoke merely i ant:Lt!i
pa tion in m previous report - with Professor Franz Landsbern8r , 
Profeosor of History of Jew~.s~ Art at t _e Hebre,;r Union Co __ lege, r1--., 
is now prepared to visit any ...!Gnr;re )ation desirous of .5_s ~rvi ~Gs , 
in order personally to \!onsult w::.th the buildine commj_ttees, ar~~hi
te..;ts, et•.! . T is serv:i..{!e .re a1~e off .... ring to our l.!ongre -atio_ s, 
free of 1.!har

0
e , ex,~e:)t 1or payment of P o~es 01, Landsber~er 's 

traveling expenses. ~ear offering them li~ewise t .e ~or ~j ~es ot 
'Ir . Harry M. Prin~e, pract::.~in ) are i te..! t in 1 ew York Ci t:f , 1. ormer~T 

Deputy Commiss • oner of Housing and Buil . • • S for the City of .iTew 
York, w. o as pra ·iously a • 1 eed to serv s consultant nc: t e1 _nical 
adviser to any con repatio .s w:shing to ubmit t eir plans and 
spe\! ifi0a tions for his analysis. 

Program for the Un ffiliated 

ost im.ortant oft e undert~ ins oft e Unio ad t e om
mission on Synagogue Activi ies at t. is particular u ture is our 
determinatio to put our profession ~onl;erning t e win in oft e 
unaff liated i to ao u 1 pra~ti~e . Ater man mo_ s an i numer-
ble meeti gs nd ~onferences con~er in tis foremost 

4
ro 1 m at 

~ nfronts the House~old of Israeli Ameri : ~ od y, we are now in 
the midst of a I.! om pre ens iv survey of our lar =>er me r op 1 i an co -
munities , in rder to a ~ertain preci ely whi.:!h re mist b most 
propitious for t c immedia t or a iz tio ... of new __, onf~reg A 
t e requ st of your Dire~tor, the ~on regation of Do , Alabama, 
whi~ not so lon ago most enerously agreed to relinquish on~
fourth of its rabbi ' s tine in order tat he mi , t ecome our RJ-
gional Di •e~ or in out~ Est, as once rai, with most ~o -
m ndabl ge ero ity, responded o my ap 1 tor lea e Rb i Alfred 
Wolf for p riod of from wo to ~re months, i order tr t _e 
mig t visit t e citi ✓ s of Boston , P iladelphia, Washin to, Pitts
burgh Cleveland, and perh ps several other , for the express pur-

ose of providi g u wit wh we are ~o fiden will be su_. i ~0n
trovertible da a s will (!Onvi ·e all of us of the 1 ➔ ~ si y of 
ff"U di g new Li eral Jew is . ' O gr'3 a io s in those l!G'llmu i tieo . To 
da ,, Rabbi Wolf a visited Bo on, P il d.el hia and Was in to, 
adj dging fr m is te~im report t e prnspel;ts are most en-
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couraging . Rabbi Gustave Falk and Rabbi Phineas Smaller, our 
Directors respectively in New York and Chicago, have likewise been 
engaged in surveying the prospects in their communities, ad they 
too have reported that there are immediate possibilities forte 
establishment of new Liberal Jewis~ 0ongregations . I am now en
deavoring to interest several of our returning ~haplains to en age 
ex~lusively in this work of implementing the plans whi~h we now 
ave in mind . 

Among the first of these chaplains with whom I have had su'h 
conversations was Rabbi Eugene J . Sack of Philadelphia who ma i
fested age uine zeal to undertake just this kind of organizational 
effort on behalf of the Union . However, his former ~harge, ongre 
gation Rodeph Shalom, has persuaded him to return to PhilaQelp~ia 
to be associated with Rabbi Louis Wolsey . Although tis was at 
first disappointing, in view of the fact that Rabbi Sak seemed to 
be preeminently qualified for just this kind of act vit·, I am 
happy to report that Rabbi Sa·(!k 1 s present in.:!umbeney need not 
ne~essarily pre0lude his carrying out at least to a degree trat 
whi0h was our original intention . Both Rabbi Sack and Rabbi Wolse~~ 
as well as Mr . Philip Sterling, President of Temple Rodep S~alom 
of Philadelp ia, have informally, at least, indicated their willinp-
ness to make it possible for Rabbi Sa~k to serve the Union in e -
Philadelp ia area on the same basis as we now enjoy the services 
of our South East ad North East Regional Dire~tors . We are 
largely indebted for this development to 1r. Robert Rosenbaum, a 
member of tho Board of Governors oft e Co lege from P iladelphi4 . 
In addition to Mr. Rosenbau 's invalu ble assistan0e to our ion 
~ause in Phila~elphia, where he has as urned leadership in our 
~ampaign organization, J e was largely instrumental in t0e formqtio 
reJently of t0e Philadelphia Committee for the Union. Tis Co -
mittee, we hope, will very swiftly develop into a PhiladelphiA. 
Coun~11 of the Union, similar to ur present metropolitan agencies . 
I am therefore proposing that Rabbi Sa~k be engag d as A part
time Executive ecretary of the present Philadelphia Committee for 
the Union , the primary purpose of whi~h, at least at he present 
time , will be o undertake the organization of additional Reform 
congregations in the Philadelphia area and to supervise gencrallT 
our Union ~ongregations within the adja~ent territory . This pan 
has the whole-hearted support of all the rabbis ad lay leaders in 
Philadelphia w.ere , I am most gratified to state, I have found 
otable exception tote rule of at best a disin~lination toward 

and at worst a~tual op~ositio to the formation of new co ereg .
tions . 

It erefore re,ommend t e en~agement of Rabi Eugene J . ~k 
at a salary equal to one -fourth of that whic is paid to .im hy 
Rodeph S alom Congregation, and t e assunption o the part of the 
Union oft e cost of such addi ional se~retarial service as may be 
ne~essary fo t e implementation f this program . For this purp s~ 
I ask an appropriation of $2,500 per a µ, beginning De~ember 15, 
1945 . 

Despite t e en~ouraging yossibilities co tained in thR re
ports of Rabbis Wolf, Falk and S .oller, I must neverthele s repeat 



t e substance of my waring contained in my report of Jue 3, 1945, 
tote effect that all these plans and possibilities will vome to 
naught unless we do have the w_ole - he rted cooperation nf our 
constituent congregations . Already from the several pla0es visited 
by Rabbi Wolf have come certain under~urrents of opposi io o the 
Unio 's efforts in this dire0tion . Congre 0 atio s wit. membershi9 
of well over 1,000 insist tat we sold wait u til they avP l,~0C 
me bers; . .: ongregatio s with from 500 members to 1,000 ma:. ai at 
not until they l!Omplete t cir present building proje.!ts w ·Till 
enable them to boast of 1,000 me~ers should we ''invade " their 
well guarded ba~liwi~ks . From~ suburbX of one of our lar rP.r 
cities omes a petition sig ed by twe ty- five unaffiliated Jnws 
eager to form a Liberal Synagogue a.d soli~itin our assista ~o . 
From our member congregation situated in a totally differe t sub
division some two miles distant - lncated f rt,_er apart, y t _e 
way, tan our two flourishing on6 regations er i i i~innati -
come a stro _gly worcJ3d resolution urging u to refr- i from r 
derin sue ssistan ·e . With su~h congre ational 1~01ationism, 
p rti~ularly in tLe lig t oft e ,ery a 0 grGssive program of ~x an
sio even ow being undertaken by nt .er Jewis1 religious dJes 
nur movemen canno ope to maintain its leaders i u 0n - _ mer.:..~ 
s~cno . I r1st t ~t the Exe~utive ~oard 11 give its _eart 
endorsement to his enterprise nd t at "' -'-_ :. .. e tire matt.,r 
will be laid befur~ the fort ~a 1 A, Cou ui,, ,e wi~l ~ve 
a •~leFLr -.:!ut -9.nd unequi vo-.!al mandat r our" soverPi r:n b0c'.. to 
~ro eed r solutely it t .is ta k. 

on Fubli...: 

Your vow.miss· o ,..n ub i~ Inf r1 tion, u d.er e bl e . ·:1.ir
ma s ip of abbi H rry • p. l!; t lson, is lik w:: s lat n-!h :~.n • n9\-r prn
j e ~ t :-- n add-i.tio to t e expansion of i s former rror,ran. . .10 

pnpular h s t e ~oi~c of eligion seri - pro· ea. that t 8 l 0mris~>io 
is l..!ontemplating ,! tinu tion of this e deavor ·Tit t id .,a of 
aimin t ese publ c tions p r L.!ularly at t e - out on otr u i
vex•sity camp 1 ses . le are '•onfj den t at -9. our youth in u _iform, 
qs well as t eir c pl 1 s re~Aiv d t .e se pam le wi O c 
u iversal acclai1, o likewise will t e,r fi d res_:o siv readers 
on our ~oll ge c pu3es . 

till a 
atte tio b r 
cons ide1'la ti 

ot .er pub11~ tio r0j l..!t . s e 0 

abbi Loui "'i tt w. ii.! has y,e · Ai V d 
f .,ommisvion on uhlic Info1•m tio 

ow i the pro-! 
in the simplest 
bution . 

s of prf'paring eve more popular pan~ s wr • t t 
of la uqge nd i tended for genPr 1 mas dis r: -

A other seric " of p :phlets , known 
su~0 ssfully dis ributed f orm y years 
finkle i also to bet ke ov.r byte 
Informa io. 

s t e ~ i na i 1 ~ f 1 e ts , 
Rabi Jos I . Gor-

ommission 1 Publi0 

Al . ou ~ I do not wi h to r~peat too exte .ively t t i~h 
I trust ave r d t e repo1•t of t e C mmis io t elf I o 
t , i k 1 is wor y of rot t ring o ce again to our tt ~tion 
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th fa tat , for the first time , requests ave come from abr ad 
forte translation of our p mphlets into Frenv0 . Already we ave 
received a copy of the French translation of Rabbi Abraham J . 
Feldman ' s pamp l et on "Contr ibuti f" of Judaism to M der oci':\ty ." 

I believe it will also be of interest to our Board to ta~e 
~ognizanc e of the fa ~t tat the J ewisD Welfare Board has recently 
issued a selel..!ted bi1:)liosraph., of pamphlet material forte use of 
Jewis~ chaplains and Jewish Welfare Board representatives . TwJnty 
organizations are listed. . Of our Popular Studies and Voi~e of 
Religion Series, twenty- eight titles are recommended . T~~s ~on
stitutes the largest list of any of t~e orga izatio s ,~ose _amph
lets are recommended . It is wit much satisfaction tat w thus 
nbserve t_e progress and widening influen~e, under t e ~~ J ble 
dire~tion of Rabbi Egelson , of this long- standing Union e terpri_ 

onunis sion on Jewis Edu·.:!a tion 

Of ne\.!essit• I ~annot elaborate on t e work of ea~ or our 
\.!Ommissions a d .... o sequentl-:- I sliall merely note in passj.n., 3.t 
tre long- established ey~ellen~e oft e publi~atio s of our om-
missio o Jewis J. E u~at n ~ ti ues to be demonstrated most 
remarkable growt . in sales and in~ome from this department . Duri .~ 
t e past ear our Publi,~ations D partm nt I s gross sales amounted .o 
$158,290 . 29 . This represen s an in~rJ se of over $46,000 as ~om-
p red tote gross sale for the ye r 1943 - 44 . The total nu~ .r. f 
books, plays , nimeograp . ed publica io s and ot er ma oriqls 
amounted to over 250,000 items. Our o. ave been sold to over 
700 Religious Schools, and forte first fur mont .. ,s of is fis:!'11 
year our ross ales a~ $16,000 more 4n forte same p riod last 
year . 

Under t . e ~ airmanship of Dr . Solomon B . Free of ad 
Dire~torship of Dr . Ema uel Gamoran the ommissio on JewJ.s 
tio has u dertaken most promisin new enterprise . Some of s 
alr~ady liave ad t e rivile e of listenin0 to e most dr mat·~ 
re~ordi gs of biblical tales, for the distri ution of w .:~ our 

ommission as se~ured exclusive rights . We have eve y re son to 
bPlieve £at t.ese re~ordin~~ will soo be a pr of e ·~ ul~r 
curri ,~ulum of 11 our own religio s sc ools, as well as t ose of' 
our sister e n re ation in otuer win s of Judaism, and prnba l r 

of' hristian Sunday Sc. nols as well . 

Dr . G·moran ad I ave also ee aving prelimin rr ~0 versa
tions regarding the possibil ty of utilizin) t e ci ema for eda -
rro i al pur oses . Alt. ou t~is is a er xpen. ive u dert kin, 
I am opeful th as result of Dr . Gamora 's pr s t resear~ 
into this realm, we m~r b ble to pioneer i t .is f_eld of J wi 
ducat on eve a we hav lazed ~e vrail in mA. y ot. ~er d ret!tio 

Because t ere are so manM even wit in our own fold v.o a e 
sometimes seized wit a tr ::,.1...! tnfer:i.ority ~ompl .x rogar in., our 
a~~omplishne ts s an: s i u io f Reform Judai m It. ink ta 
our Exe\.!uti , Bo rd mig t pr•ofi t uell from a perusal of e foll ow

n let er re~ ntly re e ved by Dr . amora from Dr . 
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•1illgram, recently appointed as t e Edu1.;ational Director nf 
United Syna ogue of Ameri J a : 

"I am overwhelmed by the gift tat you are sendin 
me . I 3hall everlastingly be obligated to you . P'r
tieularly sin~e I shall never be in a position to 
recipro,.!a te . To t is day the United Synagogue O.L 
Ameri~a and its affiliated organizations have publis ed 
very little . That verj little of course I shall ncnd 
you . Were it ot for the fact that I ave been and 
still am an ex~eptionally effective agent i the salP 
of your publi~ations , I would find myself morall i -
capable of ac~epting so ~ostly and so valu~ble gift . 
I need ra tionali za ti n and I 0an find it only in t1,e 
fa~!t t , at we .ave been ~onsistently re~ommending t e 
Union publL::a tions for our various s-.:hools . '' 

Metropol2tan Federations ad ·egions 

Te reports w ich ou have re~eived from the ew York ad 
C i~ago Federations, a well as from t e rew England and South East 
Re,~ions, o ly vaguely and most in3.dequately :Ji ! ture t e ·ery real 
and vital acti 1 i ties of tbese arms of our Union . I ur,Ge t·.,e m .:m

bers of the Board to read t ese renorts 0arefullv in ord -r t~Mt .. 
t ey might observe t e ~atalyti· in lu ~e r: i~ our Federatio s, 
under the respe~tive and os zealous le ders~ip of Judge Ae~ei 
Steinbrink and Rabbi Gustave Falk, d f Dr. S':\m Holle der ad 
Rabbi Phine~s Srnoller, .c e provide for the thirty-three ~01-re
ga tions in t e Tew Yo1·k area and the hirteen l.!On re 6a tio ' in 
C ic 0 0, and for t . e man (!On re 0 a tions in t e '"'outh Eas L, r .. 1c~ I:e, 
E glar: regions under the 'O petent dir ~torship of Rab i Alf1•ed 
Wolf and David Polish respectively. 

I av, already alluded to the invaluable data w. i'h Rabbi 
Falk a been at ering for us w i~ seems to indi~ate t ta 
many as twPnty new '-'ongro atinns migh, w 11 be or, nized in t.,e 
not too distant future :Ln the vi\.!init"' of iew York . A d mon1 
the !llany enterprises lau~~hed by the C icaGo F derat ion t t I m 
sorely tempted to mentio, I shall sinGle out only it~ very com-
pre ensive ~ m aign for membership in our already xistin ~o ~re
ga. tions w i'"'h as ..!ommand.ed •..!onsid r ble res pons and ap~')I e..:1 tio. 
fr0m our ~ongreg tional leaders in vhi~ go . I us alludo lik .. wise 
to the se·!O d annual mid-week Holy D'"'y servi,..:e held in downt.o, n 
C icago w i~ proved to b even more preemiien 1 SU.!1.! ,ss_ul ta 
t ., year before . I repe t t at t is pattern mig t well be P.mu a ted 
i other metro~olita ~ommuniti s . 

I wish t lil-re ris take ou ovei-· the t . ou an t S of 
miles tr versed b,r motoI' c r t rou 0 h '"'u t t e ou E-9.st R gio as 
is so fas~inati sly rehear ed int e illuminatin ~ report of bi 
Wolf nd whi-.! as yi lc.e :I us ~ont1•ibuti s seve1·al times t. at 
vL i •h was previously obtalned . I wis. l...,o t at ·we mii;;:ht 11 av 
at nd d the Sime as Tor . Reri0nal Corfere ~e in New Engl d 
• rranged y our Regional Dire • 1 or, R b'· i Polish - all f whi e ar , 
buts arks from t e ~ nstantly ringins a vil of ur far-~ea0h1n 
Union endeavors . 
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Iew Yorks~ ool for Tea~ ers 

Durin
8 

1. ret.:ent visit to New York I attended the ssembly of 
Deler;a tes of our Fe-w York Federa tj_ o . At t is mee ..i..n; it u C'I most 
forcefull brou _t home to me that there :s a dire a , pr ssi s 
nee~ for as~ ool for Tea·hers in that ~ity . Most 00 0 e tly it r~s 
argued tat amo. gall t e apuli~ants for positions on t J tea~~i , 
staffs of our Ref rm Jewish S,~hools t ere is virtu lly ot a sj_ le 
applicant wrio J.as had anJ ~ontal.!t ·w at soever wit our Reform s a
gogues . T~is is a lamentable state of affairs, and all t .ose 
interested in our Liberal Jewis ~ause in New York Cjty - w~e er 
t . e ... - be laymen or rah~Jis - feel that a S-! ool for Tenl! ers '.1rler 
Liberal Jewish auspil.!es is ind:'...spensable . I s .are thei11 vi.e-w-roint . 

Atta.! .ed ereto is a brief report from Mr . .Mortimer re n·, , 
hairman of the Cornmi t tee on Reli(._")ious Edu~a tion f the ~ew Yurk 

Federatio, whi~h might be supplemented by the extended u ·tera l.!es 
made at the Assembly of Delegates by a number· of' rabbis a d la7men 
reiterating~ . Brenner ' s analysis and sugbested antidote forte 
admitted ills of our edu•.!ational situation in New York . 

Alt ough it was my original intention o urge immec'ia e 
assent to this request at the present meeting oft e Bo ~, I .avA, 
since attending this meeting of e Assembly of Delegates, ad a 
number of co ferenl.!es, both in rew York and CinGinnati , ·w _. j_ .,;1 ,ave 
persuaded me to suggest that Spe0ial Jommittee be appoi ted to 
study t. ~s matter further . T.is su ge tio on my part is due~ 
no wise to any desire to prOf.!ras tina ·e , I sha~..,e t e feeling of 
our rew York leaders tha i e is oft essen·e . Howev r , I wis 
to indi•ate tat s a res lt of 1-)e ettPr addressed tot .e Bo rd. 
of Governors of the :ebre1- Union College, a aut. O1,,lzed b our 
last meeting of the Exe~utive Board, requesting t e imm diate 
exploration of the possibilitv of ~ooperation between th8 Hebrew 
Unio olle~e and t_ e Jewish Institute of Religion, ::..t ·w s i ~ 
~ated by Dr . Morgens ern tat 1-)e _ as every intention of initiati 
su0 o versa.tions wit Dr . Steplien Wis i t e immediate future . 
Te Board of Governor~ oft. College acquiesced in tris de· and 
empowered Dr . More stern to proceed wi _ su~h ne otiatio s . In 
view oft e possibili ies at ar inherent in thes- con ersatlons , 
I believe t at it i. o ld be premature to establish Sc1.ool • or 
Tea~ ers in Tew York ntil we as~ertai w ether su~h coop ra io 
between t HUC and tre JIR miG.t b fortheoming i ten ar future. 
As a matter 01 fal.!t, if a~t al mer ,er is beyond immPdi t 0 fulf~ll
ment, su~h a Si.! ool for Teac ers m~ght pro ide ~ first ·oncre e 
step i that dire tion and migi. t well be a admirable basj_ upon 
whi~ these tvo Liberal Jewis seminaries miu1t fir~ test 
validity o su~ s ron6 ly recommended cooperation . 

I therefore urge that a Spe_; .... al vommitte b appo~nt d to 
xplore the possibilities of est3.blis ing a S\.!. ool f r Teal.! _e s in 

New York, under the joint uspi~es oft e Union , t e Hebrew nion 
College and t e Jewish Institute of Relig~on and to rep r is 
fi din n to t _e pre-Conve tio meetLng oft Exe~utive Bo rd . 
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In further reference tote long postponed ~ooperation be 
tween t e Hebrew Union College and t __ e Jewish Institute of Religj_o~ 
I wish on~e more to stress the urgen~y of this problem . From ny 
parts of the ~ountry , and more especially from New York City where 
thirteen out of thirty- tree (more than one-t_ ird) of the ~ongre -
ga tions affilia tecJ. with the New Yor!<: Federation are ministered to 
by graduates of t e Je·wish Institute of Religion , I have ret.!eived 
the most pressing demands that some a~tion be forth~ominJ soon, 
partL::ularly in v:tew of the com~lications whi~h our joint Union
College appeal evokes in su~h ~ongregations as are manned by JIR 
rraclua te s . 

Finanvial Program 

For such expanded undertakings as I have just des~ribed and 
for others already contemplated as part of the program of a con
tinuously growing and ever more vj_tal Reform Jewis movement in 
America , far more substantial sums are required tan are as yet 
forthcoming even from those 0ommunities represented on tis Board 
by individuals largely responsible in their own cities for the 
raising of astronomi0 sums for other purposes: all worthy an~ 
pressing, but none more meritorious or indispens~ble than t e 
fortifying of our religious life in Ameril!a. I trust t .at our 0-r.1 

Board members will s0rupulously examine the results thus far ob
tained in their own ~ommunities and resolve not merely to rcac 
but to surpass their modest quotas , for the work is indeed great, 
the time short , and the funds direly needed to imp1eme t t e po
tenti-= lly unlimited ... rog~am that migh be· ours . 

With this reservation having been voi~ed , I do, nonet eless, 
join with our splendid National Campaign Chairm n, Mr . Roger W. 
Straus , in viewing, vit. at least a measure of satisfa~tion, the 
steady though unspectaJular increase in revenue se~ureu t roug 
our Joint Union- College Appeal and in expressin0 our r:,ratitude to 
our innumerable lay and rabbinil! volunteer helpers and to Mr• . 
Jerome L . Levy , ouI' National Diret.!tor, for the healthy progress we 
are making . 

As of June 30 , 1945, t,e Combined Campaign produced 
$332,224 .35 from the f ollo•uin6 sourl.!e s: 

Congregations 
Individuals 
Welfare Funds 

In addition to this , we 
remitted diret.!tly to the 

$191,996 . 72 
101.~, 265 . 32 
19 , 472 . 7: 

ave revei ved $16 , 489 . 50 from \- elf are Funds 
allege . 

After meeting camp ign expenses , giving a spel!ial grant to 
the College for European sc olars and deduetinu $1:50 , 000 guaranteed 
tote Union, the Hebrew Union College received $69,000 . 

We well!ome to our Unions aff Mr . Leo Rutstein as our ew 
York Campaign Dire c tnr , and we are confid nt that he, who has come 
to us so highly recommended , toget.er with his enthusiastit.! and 
excellent Chairman, Mr . Oscar M ! Lazrus , w 11 attain new heights 
in our New York appeal . 
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Rabbinical Pensions 

Althoug our Conference- Union PAns·on Pla was initi1.ted 
barely a year a~o, It ink t0at our Board will be intcres c to 
learn that s of Jun9 30, 1945, we issued 160 poli ..... ies of ,hi • 
104 i elude li_fe insuran~e and a nu=tty features,< r,6 r,~ :i. ,.: i e3 wer 
for annuitie s only . These were tssued to 152 rabbis, eig .t be 'n . 
supplementary policies due to increases in sal1ri s . 

T ese policies entailed the ~ollection of 78,191 . 47 from 
rabbis and eongregations toward the annual premiums . Tes prem:i
ums were supplemented by Primary and Suppleme ta1")y Grants f ·rom t.he 
Pens. on Funds of the Conferen~e and the Unio in the amount of 
$9,h02 .12 , representing a total payment to t e Insuran1Je CompanJ 
of $97 , 793 . 59 . 

The 104 policies, in~luding life insuran~e, totalled 
$1,021,735 . 00 in j_mmediate, fa~e value life insuranve . r.1:1 eseJ :i.f 
,.!ontinued to matu.rity , will ave an estimated insurance or estat 
value of !p2, 017, 715 . 00 . T 1e fifty - six oli\.!ies for annu • ti s wit, -
out insuranee w·11 have an estimated VA.lue at maturit~- o:' $81~1~, 35.., . 
The 160 poli~ies issued to 152 men will t us ave an esti at~ 
est.ate value of $2,062,574 . 00 . The annuities payable on t .ese 
poll\.!ies , st maturity, will tot'l $239,355.96 per annum, ~hi~ 
in~l Qes the estimated additions resulting from dividend . 

Judging from the results thus far achieved and basine our 
opinion on wide-spread eomment and voluminous .!orres:-:>onclen~e, u e 
believe t, at rabbis l.!ongreg tions 1 OK with f-9.v r upon ris 
program so wisely guided by ~. Ja1Job A on,..on and Rabb::.. 1 3.mu l . . 
Gup and. so zealously admini tc:red by Dr . Geor :)e Zepin . We an i1! 1-
pa tea ~onsiderable additional enrollment as soon as ~onditions 
in the rabbinate, due tote termination oft e war and t i.e return 
of the ~haplains, be~ome stabilized . 

u-FIITISHED BUSINESS 

~otion Pi ture Projeet 

Te Exe:utive Board at its meetin~ of Jue-, 1945, nppro 
priat€d $2,500 for the writing of a s~enario or to purpose o: 
~arrying o a motion picture proje~t w i~ Ip a0ed before th 
Board at t t meeting . Immediately following that aut11or·· z ti.a 
I ,~ommunil..!ated wit Mr . J ,1,.,k H. Skirball and 3omew_ at la t ,r in t e 
summer I was de ighted to re0eive the followin 0 tele -ram : 

August 9 , 1945 
Hollywood, Calif . 

HappJ to tell you that Joe Swerli ne of t _e very 
top not~ writers out here will work on t e script for 
the pi~ture . He as promised met at as soon as e is 
throu h wit his present assignm nt whi~h will b t 
the 1 test three or four months he will ~ome to CinJin
nati. There is a possibility e may find time soon r. 
He wili take no salary , but I ve told im tat e ha 
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2500 dollars for travelling ex~ 
choi~e and I am very happy over 
Jest you drop him a line at 516 
Hills . Regards . 

nses . He is my first 
is a~ceptance . Sug

Rodeo Drive , Beverly 
(Si ned} JACK SKIRBALL 

I immediately replied to both Mr . Sl(irball and Mr . Swerlin wit 1 
tl1e _ ope that not many months would pass before ,1r . Swerlinp.; would 
be able to embark upon this proje~t . Unfortunately on r:ovember , 
1945, I re •-.!eived a letter from Mr . Swerling to the effe-.!t t . at he 
has l.!ontra~ted to do two pi~tures , whi'-' will not be cont~] 1ded 
until late Spring, making it impossible for him to make a tr.ip ~st 
before May or June , 1946 . 

Although I am impatient to implement this long fel neec for 
such a graphic visualization of our far - reaching contributi ~n to 
Ameri~an Israel and Ameri~a itself , I have so mu~ confiden~e i 
~ . Skirball ' s c oice that I believe we would be well advise to 

wait until ~u-~h time as Mr . Swerling -..an undertake this task . 

Union Week 

Te Executive Board at the above mentioned meting likewise 
approved the project that I outlined regarding Union Week . I 
view oft e fact, however, t .at the 70th anniversary 0elebratio 
of the Hebrew Union College, whi~h has not been limited to~ sinplc 
affair, but as been xtended to in~lude at least t . ree eve ts of 
ational importan~e, is ~alling pon most of the rabbis to parti

~ipate in one way or ano he~; it is flt y both our Exe0u ive 
staff and t e Admini trative Com ittee tat we would be re 1 ad
vised to postpone the initi tion of this proje~t until next s .aso, 
at which time we hope to launch it on as ambitious a plan as 
p ssible . 

I referen~e to the seventieth anniversary oft e Hebrew 
Union Colle~e, I know tat the Union Exe~utive Board joins in th 
expression of henrties feli~:tations tote vollege Board it 
Chairman and Presi~e t, as well as its Fa~ultr, upon t e attai m n · 
of this auspieious milest ne . Alt, o 0 t e Union as not bc ... n 
o.c>fi •-ially a par~ oft. many outsta.nd·ng events of this sev ntieth 
an iversary year, I wis . to make note oft e faet that t e Union 
has served indefatigably to make t.is seventiet anniversary a. 
outst nding event in Ameri~ n Jewis istory . The man s_. lendid 
pie,:!es of literature and extensive pu liv r lations pro ram marki g 
the College ' s seventiet a niversary have flowed invessan ly 
trough our Union office nd have re~eived t e whole - hearted ~o
operation of our Union staff and more partieularly of ~ . ~. ~~er 
Singer , our Produc tion Manager, who as been lar ely responsibl 
forte appealing format of so many oft e spe •ial 70th anniversary 
publi~ations . 

Radio Broad~ sting 

The mater of a nation~l ra io broad0ast still remains upper
most in my mind, and I have ~ontinued to have innum rable 0onfer -
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en\,.;es on t_is matter, t e latest of w ich was held here :n in-!i -
nation De~e1ber 8 . I trust tat I may ~t ave some cn~oura 0 inc 
news to report on th~s lonv del~ red proje~t . During t~e pa~t 
winter•, however, we did ,Jondu~ t a weekly pro :,ram in r 8"\l Yorlc it 
under the most ~ompetent dire0tion of Rabbi William F . Rosenblum 
who ave unst~ntin,ly of is time and outstanding talent to make 
these broadcasts most appeaJ.in3 . For the m0ment, we ave dis-!o -
tinued this program pend·ng t~e ~onsideration of some plan for nq
tional broadcasting . Due thanKs , however, are extended to R bbi 
Rosenblum . 

To t is end, our newly appointed Director of Pub li ,!it---~, Mr . 
He ry W. Levy, whom we wel..!ome offic.ially to our Union Staff, hFts 
been working on an alternative project should we -fail to pro~ure 
time over a national network . He has prepared a det j_led memoran
dum re~ommending a series of weekly transcriptions for use o 
lo~al broad0asting stations which would provide an opportunity for 
the individual rabbi in his local l!ommuni ty to parti,Jipa te in sU1.! 
a broadcasting program and whi0h would bring to those lo_al l!Om
munities throug out the country a message from a guest prea~her 
ea~b week . I believe tat sue_ a program as reat promise and 
mig tin the long run prove even more elpful to our individual 
rabbis and our ~onstituent ~ongregations than a network progr m. 
Te ~ost would not be prohibitive and a splendid opportunit~ of 
public servi~e ·would be provided. 

I recommend that a Special Co mitte o Broad~astin6 be ~p
pointed to study this matter and to r por either to t e Bie nj_al 
CounJil or to the pre-C nve tion meetin o the Exe~utive Board, 
wit the hope that some sue pro ram may be launched arly next 
fall . 

Baton Rouge, La . 

Due to the fa~t t~at some mont_ s a
0

0 we received a le ·ter 
from Rabbi \:alter G. eise1,, of Con re a tion B 'nai Israel oi' Ba to 
Rouge, Louisiana, indi~ ing tha. t ere was a strong ljkelj ood 
tat is ~ongregation would secede from t e Union be~a 1 s of their 
d sagreement with mu~ of our general program and mores e~ifically 
with our continued members ip in t .e . mer _can Jewis, onf ren\.!e, I 
requested t e opportunity of meeting with the Board f Trustees of 
tha ~ongregation . r· visited Baton Rou eon October 24, 1945, ad 
while I must eonfess that I did not onvince all t e members of 
that Board of the re titude of all our poliuies, I w s as~u ed by 
them tat no action would e taken - at least prior tote Rie nial 
Couneil - and I m confident that s a result of my visit I per
suaded at least a number of the members of the Bo rd of the ~orre~t,.. 
ness of our Union position . ile in Baton Rouge I also visited 
informally wit a number of the leaders of the newly forme Liberal 
Jewis Synago ue , w. ic . has been organized by former mm ers of 
Congregation B ' nai Israel w o wer unable to c~ept t e stat8~ent 
of prineiples adopt d by tat ~ongregation . 

In my report of Juno 3, 1945, I referred to su~h situation 
s Ba ton Roug as "straws in t e wind . 11 T ey ~ontinue to e pre-
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cisely that . While in Baton Rouge , I was shocked to dis~over he 
extent to which some of those ostensibly interested in our movement 
are prepared to go in w at I designated in my report of June 3 and 
what I repeat even more emphatically now as their subversive 
attacks upon our Reform Jewish institutions . There I ~eard once 
again the same false and libelous charges against our Uni8n and 
Collese , as I reported having ~eard upon my extensive \/estern tour 
last year . But far more reprehensible was the typewritten ~anard 
that was there brought tr·iumphantly to my attention as evj_de.n-.!e of 
the Union's betrayal of its religious program . Under the 1~aption: 
'
1Example of Nationalistic Literature Distributed by the UAHC,'; 
this s~reed contained excerpts maliciously torn from their ~ontext, 
excerpts from the obje..!tive and scholarly pamphlet , liPost-Bib12-0al 
Jewisk LiteJ'ature, Its Conception of Israel's Pla~e in the World," 
prepared by the non- Zionist , Dr . Israel Bettan , for our Popular 
Studies in Judaism series . These scattered examples of national 
aspirations of our forbears of the distant past are being presented 
by these so-called apostles of Reform as present- day national istic 
propaganda of the Union : a new low, it seems to me, of fifth 
columnism in our own ranks . It is by means of such poison t .a 
eonfidence in the Union is being undermined and preparations are 
bei g made to repudiate the Union ' s present program . 

We must not flinch from me ting this ~hallenge boldly . I am 
hopeful that the program oft e Biennial Co ncil , as it w~ll be 
presented to you by the Chairman of' the Program Committee, Mr . 
Robert P . Goldman, will very t~o~oughly clear the atmosphere, 
define the poliey and program of Reform, and make it possible for 
us to pursue our constructive religious tasks free of internecine 
strife . In speaking of our Bien ial Coun~il, I am delighted to 
announ~e that I have jut re0eived from Dr. Leo Baeck, the heroi~ 
spiritual leader of European Jewry, the following letter a(:cepting 
our invitation to partieipate in the deliberations of our Bie nial : 

"Cordial thanks for the invitation w il!h you trans
mitted to me on behalf of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations . Gladly a~eepting it, I ~onsider it an 
honour to be allowed to assist in this istorie ~on
feren· ·e which is to be held in this histori~ pla-:e . I 
am aware that this will be to me a sour~e of inspira
tion and of encoura3ement . 11 

Closing Our Ranks 

The need for consolidating our forces is vividly indi~qt d 
by the materials vhil! I re0ently in,_luded in a Jommuni0at ion ad
dressed tote members of t~is Board and to the rabbinic and lay 
leaders of our constituent 0ongregatio s . We have been too long 
at ease in Reform and too smugly confident that without any par 
ticularly vigorous effort on our part we ,~ould retain the lea.cl.er
ship w!'lil! . we ave long enjoyed :tn American Israel . This is no 
longer the case, and unless we be ex~eedingly vigilant for our ovn 
cause, ot ers will seize the banner of leadership from us . I have 
received quite a number of interesting reactions to this parti~ular 
~ommuni~ation; some ave misunderstood the purport of my letter and 
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have misinterpreted it as a protest a
0
ainst tLe ri ht of ot er agen•ies to pursue such ~curses as they ere taking . T~is was far from my intention . This is a free ~ountry and I do believe not alone in the four freedoms oft elate President Roosevelt, but i the freedom of' action as well , especially in suvh benefil;ent f::.8lds as religious ministration . All t . at I intended to convey ias t e fact that our leadership is being 0 allenged and that we mu t be ever more vigilant for our own national institutions . Most of those from whom I ave re~eived replies have grasped t~is 0 ss0ntial purpose of my communication anG have pledged t eir w.ole-heart Jd support to our cause . 

I rela in to the more specifi~ aspe~t oft e above let er, I have re~eived a most constru~tive suggestion from Rabbi Alb rt G. inda of Minneapolis, Minnesota, w ich I quote : 

"I am in re~eipt of your personal and ~onfidenti 1 note of November ninth . Due to my may onversatio s wit you on tis subje~t, you know that this whole matter is not in~ new to me . I have had to fight tis battle out on B local front - on ne o~casion to a point were I thre tened to take t . e Hebrew Union Colle e cut oft li3t of the ben -fi~iaries of the Federation if the JTS were given th i~her allo atio for one of its special projects . 
11

It is, however, a losing fi, t if we -~ -9.nnot mat_ t e ~trategy of our ister i stitution, whi his, that the TS sponsors spe~ 1al proje~ts that ppeal tote community- tlar e and eref0re as a right to ask for Federatin support regardless nf arty lines. In fa~t, on this basis I was ble to se~ure an allovation (small as it may be) to the Jewish C. autauqua So~iety, and also to the Relief Fund oft e C. C. A.R. 

tis appening now is - tat after making a special plea for the C aplain y Trai ing Course, t e JTS is develop ing its other proje~ts - radio, minister ins itutes, et~ . Ont is basis, when Arzt visited our l!ommunity lasts mmer, he did not esitate to invite members of the eneral ~ommuni y to liste to his story - the idea u doubtedly eing he one ~o tained in his letter w.ie ou enclosed . 

II 

11
1 a ree wit you perfe tly tat it is not a mat er merely of finan~es . The boards of our Federation re~eive various ~ommuni~aticns from t e JTS . They hear noting from t e Hebrew Union allege and the U. A. H .. After number of th se communi~ations ar re eived, t y are 'onditio ed to the b lief tat th JTS is the only institution that is doin thi gs . 

"One other f ct is important in this w nle matter -tat w ether we like it or not - the ~ederations are be~omi gt e ~entral fin nci 1 collecting and distributin agencies . ore and more power is being vested int em , 
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and during these times of liberal givingJprecedents are 
bein establis ed . Institutions t, t get i o the ground 
floor now , will stay there - particularly -r en t . e members 
of our Reform ~onun- nity are be~omin~ t e minorit rand 0 

less influential se~tions of th Federation . 

"What is to be done? - We must ma t\.!h tJ,e ir s tr teg·y 
and, that is , to make ".l..,peals to the :Federation for spP,~ia1 
proje ts which show budgets that must be supported by the 
community- at - lar e , and beeause t ey serve needs be.rond . e 
Reform group . I , for one, ~annot understand , for inst _e, 
why throug spe~ial subventions , t e U. A. H .. puts out tex .
books and then they are used by other ~ongregatiois w ic 
pur~hase them at the same pri~e as do we . I rejoi~e i t e 
fa..!t that we are performing t . is service to American Israel 
but if so, why sriouldn ' t we let the world know and also 
whys ouldn't we ask them to help us defray t ~ost . 

"Similarly, with the Institutes on Judaism, let us be 
bold and plan such vast program and then sk t e Federa
tions to .. elp sup ort them . T ere are many tings t~ t ~an 
be done int is r ard. Te Hebrew U ion College could send 
a museum ~aravan. The 0eremonial objects can be displayed 
a these inisters Institutes. The whole ting v n b 
amplified. ost of our tra~ s e written from non
partisan oint of view . Whys ould we not ask support for 
these ? I other words, we wiil be compelled to go to the 
Federations wit he same str t gy, asking for support of 
spe ial proje~ts d t the sam time, not being tied down 
to any pledge that pr hibits us from getting vongre ational 
support . 

"There may ~ome a time when t e Federations may be fed 
up wit tis w ole pro~edure . If so, we shall at least ave 
made them eonscious that t. e College and the U. A. H. C. are 
not playing se~ondary roles on t e Am ri~a Jewis s~e . 
I, for one, am •lad that tis thing is coming to a head . 
I ave been disturbed for some time as t this trend whi~ 
I sensed but whic ow has be~ome made most arti~ul~te in 
the memora dum w i~h you enclosed. " 

I ave br ught tis matter to the attention of several of our 
fun~tionin committees nd commissions n previous o~~asions but 
e h time t e rea~tio as been negative and t ere s been a dis
in~lination to follow suvh a course . However, int e li t of 
r alities , I believe that Rabbi i da ' s letter is wort of ~areful 
onsideration and I feel that a re~omme dation to our Joint Cam

pin Committee to con ider favorably his suggestions would be 
well in order . 

LIBERAL JUD AI S1~ Magazine 

A rel!ornmendation will ome before tis meeting oft e Exe0u
tiv Board from t e Administrative Committee ur ing the Exeeu jve 
Board to take favorable a~tion oward a expanded pro ram forte 
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distribution of LIBERAL JUDAISM as envisa0 ed b r its Editorial Board 
and Editor . It has long been my own feeling that we -:an est 
justify t~e publi~atio of LIBERAL JUDAISM at the ~ost involved by 
making ertain tat LIBERAL JUDAISM rea~hes every member of a ' O -
stituent ~ongregation . Aside from t e extensive edu ational re 
sults that would undoubtedly ensue, I know of ot'iing tat wold 
provide a more tangible link betwee the Union and t.e i div~d 1al 
members of our 0ongregations t an t e appearan,.:e in ti.,eir omes, 
from month to montP , of our splendid publi~ation LIBERAL JUDAIS . 
We ave too long been ~ontent to have ~onta~t almost ex~lusively 
with our -.!ongregations as units through the rabb:!..s , presidents, or 
at most t e members of the Boards . It is imperative tha we rea\.! 
down into the grass roots of our congregational members0ip, and 
LIBERAL J1JDAIS is undoubtedly the instrument for ac ievin 0 t . is 
purpose . 

I trust t.at this Board will look favorably upon t e revom
mendation to send LIBERAL JUDAISM to ea~h member of a constitue t 
Union ~ongregation for whom a minimum $3 . 00 per ~apita dues is 
paid and t at it will likewise consider sympat etically ti,e o 
bility of defrayin 0 t every large cost t erein involved t _rou 
t e se of carefully selected advertising. 

v ile I am most eager that t e initiation of .is exp3.nded 
distribution f LIBERAL JUDAISM should ~ in•Jide with the Bie nial 
Cou ~il, I also urgJ tat _ reliminary t _ereto, or Dire tor of 
Publi~ity, together with t e he ds o~ on affiliates and our xc
cutive Staff , s ould reappraise our ot 1 publishing rogr·m . 

r . Jesse o en, at our Administrative ommittee, urged tis: 
re la tio the the JEWISH LA ffi . Others i.n many \.!Ommuni ties h. ve 
~omplained of mu~ duplication 1nd are again protestine a ai s a 
plet ora of pamphlets, periodi~als, and letters . Thoug I ur , 
the empowering oft e Editorial Board of LIBERAL AIS-4 to proco 
wit their plans , I strongly recommend that it be pre~eded by a 
t oroug analysis of the over - all publi~ation nd ublicity pro
gram of he Union ad its affj_liates . 

World U ion for Pro6 ressive Judaism 

I have been in '-'ontinuous OU..! w:i t e Ho . Lily H. 
Montagu d Rabbi Israel attu~k re arding t e affairs oft e World 
Union. Re~ently , at the invitat~on of iss Monta 11 , I pre red for 
the World Union Bulletin a ~omprohensive arti~l o t e rowt an:i 
progress of the Li eral movem nt in meri~a . I believe that e -
~ use of our own it sive program we may be able o bri 

O 
o our 

world movement con 'derable impetus forte post - w r period in 
w. i~ we re told t _ ere are simil r possibilities for L:b r 1 
Judaism broad as we ti_ipa eh re on t e Ameri~a ' O tinent . 

Wit in the past few weeks w have re~eived a preliminary a -
ount!ement re ard:i.n t e first pos - war World Unio onf'eronc to 

be held sometime thi summer and urging s to appoin offi~ial 
delegates . I trust that t . e Executive Board will a~t fa1orably 
~onverni gt s invitatio . 
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Our Returni g Service Me. and Women 

Sinee our last Exe1.;utive Board meeti gt e log prayed for 
V-J Day as come . We pour fort~ our tanks to God for t~is ~reat 
blessing anc. we likewise voice our t ankfulness to the myri ds rJf 

servil!e men and womdn who made our vi~tory possible . '10 report to 
this Exe~utive Bo rd would be l!omplete without a wore. i.!On-.:erning; 
the synagogue's responsj_bility to these servi~e men and women . 
Considerable t oug t anQ a~tention ha e been siven by me b rs of 
our staff and our lay leaders to this subject . An elaborate amp -
let has been prepareC: on ''T _e Synagogue and the Retur inf; eteran" 
by the Director of our New York Federation, Rabbi Gustave F lk, 4 d 
a suggested program of action was re0ently presented tote meet5 0 
of the Commission on Synagogue Activities by Rab i S··. w· rz . T½e 
Prosr Committee of the Biennial has likewise set aside a sess:on 
for a .. onsideration of this theme . It is re.Jomrnended tat prior 
to the Biennial , a. 0onferen ..... e be 1.;al.Led by the Union w i..! s all 
in~lude representatives of all its affiliate orga iz tio s ~are
fully to plan a ~oncrete program of a~tivity for presentation to 
the Biennial Coun~il and that , in the meantime, t e Commission on 
Synagogue Activities, as wPll as our respe~tive affiliates, s nll 
draw to the attention of t eir respective canst. tuents SU-! tan ible 
sug es tions as are . .:ontained in t e above mentioned memora da . It 
is especially important that the suggestion shall be made to all 
our congregations that every ~onceivable effort should be made to 
make rel~ome t~e returning service men nd women, to offer free 
members ips for spe.!ific eriods to these me and women, ad to 
provide fa~ilities to meet t eir specific ne ds . 

Con~lusion 

Although t ere is much .... ause for ... e,joicing ta t e servi0e 
men and wome are now gradually returning to our midst after so 
many agonizing months and years of separation, t ere is nonet el ss 
mu1Jh disappointment and bitter disillusionment prevalent oth !.ere 
and abroad . Te a near nl.!e oft e atomi~ bomb has sl ttered mu:. 
of our eomplal!ency . The seemi f:, .l eversion on t e part of e great 
nations, inc ludin~ our o·hr , to power poli ti,~ s !J.S brou~L t ·- ns t r
nati o to our. earts . Te contin ed plig t of our bret r~ over
seas, the appa~ent repudiatio oft eir pledged wora on t e part of 
tne leaders eve of our demo~ral.!i ✓ s, t e general moral ~nd piritual 
bankruptcy that is extant - all t . is has c used t e joyous hour of 
vi~tory to seem bitter to ur tongues . In u~ a day, t ere is ut 
on refuge and one dy amic tat ~a s ve us - e refuge 01 t,e 
ynagogue, the dynami~ of our Jewis. fa.it . As ever before i is 

inJumbent upon us to strenrrthen our s?nag gues nd to b1i t e 
ideals of our Jewis eritase to bear u on e ~ompl .x a ~ corfu~ ~ 
problems of our day . .1. ever befoI"e a re 1,e een so directly :. al-
lenged . ver b8 or as there been so Qire need fort . ood 
works of our U ~on of Ameril.!an Hebr .w 0ongregatio . Ma t . o e f 
us 1!harged wit t, . responsibility of le10.ers ip i ... su-.!h a tine a 

is rise vO tis our of crisis ad opportunit . Wit ~e eo -
tinue ·onsc..,reted 1 adersh·p of our truly uniquely devoted nd 
judi~ious Presiden , ~r . Adol Ro enberg, our loy 1 la ncl pr fes
sional .. ~a-workers, I am conf:i..dent we hall not f 11 . 

Respe tfully submitted, 

URICE N. EIS DRATH 
Dire tor 



APPENDIX C 

RULES FOR LOANS FOR NEWLY FORMED 
CONGREGATIONS 

(Synago e Loan Fund) 

1. Loans may be made to such congregations as are in 
process of organization under Union auspices, pro
vided they have a minimum of 25 members. 

2. The prime purpose of the loan shall be for the 
purchase of ah me fr the Syna ogue. o money 
shall be advanced for current ex enses such as 
rent, heat, light repairs, etc. 

3. The Union will supplement the amount raised in the 
commun ty for the new Synagogue structure, but in 
no event shall he U ion's loan exceed the amount 
raised locally, or $10,000.00, whichever is the 
lesser. 

4. Interest on the loan shall be cl1arged at the current 
rate, and m ximum duration of the loan shall not 
exceed five (5) years. 

5. The Union is to h ve such lien nn the property 
a ainst its loan, s the Committee shall pprove. 
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Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Union of American H ebrew Congregations 

PREAMBLE 

The congregation repre nt <l in thi mon 
of m rican Hebrew ongr gation affirm 
th ir faithful attachment to Judai m an<l 
their adher nee to it lib ral int rpretation 
and unite t di charge th ir respon ibilitie 
un<l r the prot ti n of b nign Provicl nee. 

CO TIT TIO 

RTl LE l. 

AME 

Thi organization shall be kn wn as the 
nion of Ameri an Hebrew Congregations 

(h r inafter ref rr cl to a the " nion '). 

RTl LE II. 

BJECT, 

The obje t f the nion ar 
a) To n ourage and aid the organization 

and cl \'elopm nt f Jewi h congre ration . 
b) To prornot Jewi h e<lu ation and to 

cnri ·h and int n ·if J \ i h life. 
) To maintain the I lcbre\ 111011 ol-

ll'gc. 
d) To fostt:r other acti ities for the per

petuation and a<l\'ancement of Judai 111. 

RTI LE III. 

fE 1:BER IIIP 

.\ n American J ·\ i h congregation, u1 on 
approval b the Executive Board ma bc

·om • a member of thi nion by uh cribing 
t it · on titution and By-Law . 

RTI LE I . 

TE, ' ER \L 

L< 110. 1. Th 1 gi lati\ bod of the 
an<l it high t authority shall be the 

nion 
eneral 

.\ • embly whi h hall be comp I of r ·pre-

ntati\'e of congregation comprising the 

mon. 
ECTIO;\/ 2. ach congregation hall b n-

title<l to two dcle rate and to uch additional 

repre ntation in th 1 neral embl a. 

the By-Law may provi<l . 
ECTio t the m etings of th , n ·ral 

s embly, each delegate or hi alt ·mate hall 

h ntitl cl to on vot . 
SEcno + The G neral ,\ s embly shall 

lect its own officers. 

• RTH' LE V. 

M EETINC OF THE GE ' ERAL , \ ',',f, IBL y 

' EcTio, 1. Regular me ting of th , n ral 

A mbl hall be held bienniatl 
time and place as the ncral r 
th Executive Board may determine. I cial 
m ting of th .1eneral cmbl may b 
call ·d by the President of the nion and 
shall b all <l b him U( n written rcque t 
of the majorit f alt the member of the 

Executi\' • Board or u1 on writt ·n rcqu ·st of 
tif t mcml r ongregation . 

:EcTio • 2. \ quorum of th' ( ,cncral . \ -

cmbly hall cxi t if the regi tcn:<l d ·legates 
or th ir alt mate rcpre ent at lea t one-third 
of all m mb r congr gation an<l at I a t one 
hundr <l f th r gi t r <l <lei gat r th 1r 

altemat hall h pre nt at th m etin r, 

Alff[( L I. 

E. ECt .TlVE Bo.\RI> 

,'t.cno. , . Th ·r shall b • an Exr ·uti\ • Board 
of one hun<lrc<l m ·mb ·r \ hich hall hav • 
omplet charg of the afiair of the nion 

and \ hich hall b it high t authority \I h n 
the .1encral mbl i not in 1011· pro

vicle<l, however, that th Executive Board 



hall b • without power to act contrar lo a 

<leci ion made by the 1cn ral As ·mbly. 
E no. · 2. Th t rm of fficc of the mcm

b r of th' E ' uti\e B ar<l and the m thod 
of th ir ck tion hall be <l t ·rmined b the 
B -Law. 

ARTI LE \'11. 

OFHCER OF TIJE , IO , 

The ffic L of th' nion sl·l.lll h • , l re i
<l nt n or m r • Vi -Prl i<l ·nts, a Trca -
urer a Director, and at the option of th 

E ecuti\'e Board . chairman f the Exccuti\ • 
Board, an J\c.lministrati\e 'ecrctar , and .\ -
sistant ' ·crctaries and A i tant Tr ·a urcrs 
all ot whom ex cpl the Dire tor, the \ I
mini trativ • 'c rctary, an<l As, i t:rnt S • ret, 
ri s and Assistant Trcasur ·r mw,t b • mcm
b r of th· Ex uti\e Board. The I irector 
.\dmini trati\c '·crctar and an · ,\s i tant 
• ·crctaries and ,\ si tant Treasurers shall be 

appointed b th· E-xccutiv • Board. 111c rc
mainin•r fJi -r hall b • dcctc<l b , th· Exccu
ti\ B ar<l immc<liat ·ly after th· ·l f 
each biennial • • i n ol the Gt.:ncral ,\s t.:1nhl 

for a tum ol two cars or until their ucc • -

or hall ha\ • b ·en I ·ctc<l an<l qualifi d. V.1-
can ic to fill th unc pire<l t rm of offi, ·r 
shall b • fill d l y th· E. ccutivc BoMJ as the 

cur. The offi er o th nt n . hall l • the 
fficer f the E ·cuti\ B r<l. 

\RTIC IE \'Ill. 

'o ' (,JU;.(.,\TIO "AL 

thing ·ontain d in thi 

L'TO O , IY 

n tilution or th 
B -Law shall l • c nstru d a to i nterf er • 
in any mann ·r whats '\Cr with th · m I · l 
wor hip th ·h ol the frc J m of •. pre ion 

an<l opini n, r an of th other ongrega
tional activitie of th com.tituent ongrega-
tion f th mon. 

ARTJC, LE I •. 

A,r •.·o. m T 

Thi · onstillltion ma b' am nd ·J at an • 
r ·gular or l ·cial 111' ting of the ,eneral 
,\ . mbl b a two-thir l \, t • o( th· d ·I·
gate pr· nt an<l v ting, provi 1 ·<l the cl ·le
gate rcgi ter ·d r pre nt at l ·a t n ·-thir<l 
of all the 111 ·mbcr n 1r ration . uch amcn<l-

PR P H> 0, . "TIT TIO. 

mcnt may b • initiatc<l b the E ecutiv Boar<l 
or ma , b· submittc<l in writing b am mb r 
congr gation to th E ·e utive Board. In ith r 
C\ nt th Exe uti\e Boar<l shall tran. mit the 
amc to the memb r ongrcgati n at 1 ast 
ixt <la s in ad\anc of th n ·t regular or 

p cial meeting f th Teneral embly. Th · 
Executive B ar<l ·hall pr nt uch am n<l 
ment to the General A cmbl I with it view 
thereon. fo<lifi ation of am ndmcnt r gu
Llrly submittc<l ma be made on the floor of 
the ,cneral ,\s mbl . 

BY LA \V.' 

ARTI CLE I. 

}<.,xEc 1TIVE Bo \RD 

' E< no.· 1. Th x cutivc B ar 1 on i ting 
of on hundred mcml er hall con titut <l 
a follow : 

a) 1 -x member. there f hall b elect <l b 
the Central Confcren of American Rabbi 

fr 111 it own 111 ·mb ·r hip for r gular term 
of f L1r ye. rs. t th fir t me ·ting f the 
C ·n ral ., , f ·r ·nee of Am ·ri an Rabbi fol 
lowing the a<lopti n of the c B -Law , the 

:onfrrcncc shall elect i. munb ·r of th 
Ex cuti,· • B ar<l, thre for four ar and 
tllfl'e for two y ar • and ther after, biennial! 
hall d ct thr • 11emb · r • f r f ur ear . In 

ad<liti m, th , Prcsi<lcnt an<l i ·-Pr · idcnt f 
the ·ntral .,onfcrcn of \m ·rican Rabbi , 

during their r • l tive t rm o[ offic , hall 
l • t:x-officio mcmb ·r of the ccuti\e Board 

with I ow ·r to \ te. 
b) The I m: t r of the nion, the ""'hair

f the Board of (10\· ·rn r of Hcbr \ 
, ll ·ge, th · Pr· i<l ·nt ot lkbr·w 

nion lkgc, th· Pre i<lent and I◄ irst \'1ce-

Prc i<l ·nt of the ational ·cl ration of T ·m 
p! ' it ·rhoo<l • the Pre i<l nt and Fir t , <.:-

Pre i<lcnt th ational ·d ·ration of T m 
pie Br thcrh and the Pre i<lent and First 
Vic Pr ·si<l ·nt of the . ati nal ◄ ed ·rati n of 
Temple uth hall l tx-officio m mb ·r • of 

th· E. c ·utiv • Board with l ower to mt ·. 
c if t -thr m ·ml a of th · E . ecuti\ • 

Boan.I hall b • ·l ·ctcd b th · (, ·n ·ral A~ ·m 

bl up n a ba i of cquitabl • geographical <li -
tribution a · follow : 
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E·1ch of the organized regions of the 
rnion hall b • rntitlcd to n pre c ntation 

upon the • xe ·uti\'e Board. I· a ·h Amncil 
of th nion a. hereinaft<.;r dcfin d, n w 
or her aft ·r c tabl1shed b • the nion sh.1II 
c in titutc a region for th · purposes o this 
subsecti n. The numb ·r of Fxecutl\ c Bo.ml 
member. from each re rion shall h • go\'ern ·d 
b , the total numb ·r of indi\'idual mcmh •rs 
of the congregation. within the region for 
whom the pr · TriheJ minimum due ar • 
paid, and hall b • di..,tributed cquit.1hl • 
among the congregati n ,, 1thin th· region. 

Ea h of th · organized rLgions of the 
nion h.ill pre ·nt it quota ol I ominccs 

f r the E e uti\' • Board to the ominating 
ommittee of the C,cneral \ssunhl . 
\Vhere,·er there i no organized region of 

the nion or in the c,·ent an organiz ·d re 
rion hall fail t pres ·nl such nomm • 

the <lcl gat • fr 1n that g graphic area m 
attendan c at th General Asscmbl • shall 
meet an<l s k t su ·h nominees for suhrnis-

i n to the • r minating .. ommittce. If nom
in •e ar ' not pr ·<;entcd lor an r •(ri n in 
the manner her ·in pro\'id ·cl, th · pm •cr h,111 
l • \ • te<l in the . omina ing ( rnmittc • c t" 
th· General ,\ss mbly to submit n mine ~ 
for uch region. 
d The remaining thirty l11Ltnl ·r o f the 

E. e utive l oard hall l • de ·t ·<l b th • ( ;Lil• 
eral ,\ ·mbl ,ls r ·pre · ·ntati, .n-larg<.:. 

,\t the ·mi-annual mcctin r f the 1~. • ·u-
lt\ • B ar<l, \\ hi ·h hall b • ab ut si m nths 
pri r to th · regular G ·n ·ral .A '>Linh! tnLLt
ing, the Pre i<lcnt hall appoint , tth th· :ip
pro\'al ol th · E . • ·cuti\'e Board, a committu~ 
whos • <lut it shall l • to pro nt to th • om 
in~ning :ommittc • of th· General .\'>s ·rnhl 
a Ii t of nomine • ., 111 th· numb ·r t b • el ·ct
c<l a . reprc'>cntati\ sat large, for dccti n t< 
the E,ccuti, e Board h th • (; ·n ral \ 'iScmbl . 

, \ Ii t ot the., nom111t:cs hall b sent to 
each con titu ·nt ·ongregation at k,t'it ten d.1 ., 
in a<l,an • f th· m·cting of tht: c;c•neral 
,\<; embl ,_ An. thin d legate pr · nt .1t th · 
c; ·n ·ral ,\ ·mbl • nM mak • additional nom
ination for rcpr • u1t.1ti, -at l.1rg • to th· 
. ominating ~ommittc of th · ; n ·ral .\ -
~ •mbl at an time Jurin r th· first me ·un r 

d.1y. '} he ·ominating ( ommittce shall report 
to the ( ,l 11Lral \...,embl • the namLs of all 
nomillll"S for h.11loting-, with its recommen 
dation . 

c .\t th nc ·t hiL·nnial mtcting f tlw 
( ;c ncr.11 .\'i'it:mhl following thl' 1rn:cting- at 
,, hich thl'\l B) L.1\\ s shall b • adopted, one
half of the memh rs of the E ecutiH· Board 
,hall be d ·rtcd lor t\\O years, and om·-half 
for four -c.ir . ' ub., quentl •, at e.1rh nm.:ting 
of the Ccncr.tl .\...Sl'lllhl ._ one half of the 
FxcCL ti\'· Board munh rs, to 'illl T ·d those 
who c terms ha,c c p1r d, sh.ill I • clntrcl 
for .1 term of four ) ca rs. 

f Y.tcan ils ·auscd hy death or rt'>1gnation 
.,h,111 be filled hy the E lTlltiH· Bo.mJ for a 
pcrio J lasting until the lll'.\t melting of the 
(;cncral .\,;o;cmhly, at whi ·h time th · ;cncral 
• \... ·mbl lull I ·ct 1rn:111hcrs to fill the un
e,p1r ·d t ·rms .. \1 h Yacancies s 1all b · filled 
frorn th con lltrn. ncic,, if any, to which the 
retired rnt:mlxrs were a ·rr ditcd, on nomina
tion from ti o, • on.,tituc·nci ·s. 

g) . ·o p ·r on ,hall h • digihlc to sene a 
a Ill ·ml ·r ol h E. l' ·uti\'c Board, either 
t r-o[ficw or ,th ·nvi, ·, uni ,s lw or sh · shall 
h • a nwmh r ol a constitw:nt congrl'.gation 
of the nit n. tlw wife of such a meml -r, 
or the r.1hhi of such a rnngregation. 

h) . o p ·rson shall ht: eligible to '>Lr\' as 
a mun! -r of the E. LCUti, e Hoard, other than 
l'.r offiuo, for more than ·ight <.:< n ·utivt· 
• .11..- provided, howncr that tim • s ·rvcd 

as .m ollict·r of th · nion shall not l • cal ·u 
latcd in said J ·ri< I of ·ight ·ear'>. ro dectnl 
ollirer of the nion 111:1 suncul h11ll',cll in 
th · sarn • oflic • mor • than onu·. 

~,.c no,· .!. The I· :xcrntiH.' Hoard shall m Ll 
,ll least twi( • a •car at .rnch time and plaLe 
,l'> the Prc'>1dcnt of thL nion '>hall d ·sign.Ill'. 

p cial mt tmgs < I th · I◄ cn1ti\' • Boat d hall 
b • h ·Id on the \ •ritten r ·quest of t\ ent of 
th · mcrnh rs thcr of, or wh ·n th · 1 rcsi<lcm 
shall ., , onl ·r. ·1 , •cnt -fi, • mernl ·r of th • 
E . n ·utin· Hoard shall wn titut • a quorum. 
Th 1· ·tcuti, • Board hall b t ' ·olfiao th • 
trmte ·s of all prop ·rt l ·longing to th · 

lllOll . 

.'L Tto. • . Th I~. ccuti, • Board hall have 
th • power to ·kct as honorar m mber 



4 

without the right to vote such p r on \ ho 
long an<l <li tingui hc<l ervices have m rited 

uch on i<l ration. However, at no time hall 

there be more than fifteen honorary m mb r 

on the Executive Board. 
E TIO 4. If any of the chairmen of th 

ommi ion of the nion (in lu<ling 

Joint ommi ion ) hall not b lected from 

among the members f the Executive Board 

h hall have the right to attend meeting of 

the Ex utive Board an<l hall be elect cl to 

fill the fir t vacancy occurring among th 

member of the Executive Board elected at 

large. 

ARTI LE II. 

D 11 ISTRATIVE O '1MlTTEE 

ECTION r. The <lmini trative ommitte of 

the Executive Board of the nion hall con
si t of the Pre ident and ic -Pre id nt of 

th nion, th Chairman of the ecutive 

Board, if there is on , the Director of th 

nion, the Pr ident f the ati nal Fed ra

tion of T mple isterhood , ational Federa

tion of T mple Brotherhoods and ational 

Fe<leration of T mpl Youth, th Pre ident 

of th Hcbr w nion C llege the hairman 

of the B ar<l of o emors of the Hebrew 

nion Hege and .fifteen oth r member 

of the xecutivc Board appoint <l by the 

President and approv cl by the x cuti e 
Board. The <lmini trative ommitte shall 
have and may cxerci all the pO\ ers and 
function of the Ex utive Board in the in
t rim b tween meetin T of the E ecutiv 
Board, pro i<led ho\ ever, that no matter 
of general poli y hall b determin d b th' 

dmini trati e ommittee and provided, 
furth r that th dmini trati\ ommitte • 
hall be without power to xpend funds 

in exc s o( the total budget of the Union 
adopt d b the Ex uti e Board. The Presi
dent of the ni n hall be ex-officio hair
man of the dmini trati mmittee and 
th dmini trativc 'e r tary of the nion 
hall b ex-officio rctary of the dmini -

trati e ommittce. 
ECTlO. 2. M tin , of th dmini trati 

ommitt e may b all cl at u h time and 

PROPO ED O, TIT TIO 

place a may be <let mun <l by the Pre id nt 

of th~ nion b a ice-Pre i<l nt in th ab

enc of th Pre ident or by the hairman 

of th Board. 
E TI . 3. The xp n e of the members 

of th A<lmini trative ommitt e in att n

<lance at meetin~s th reof hall be born · b 

the nion. 

RTI LE III. 

o . ' FERE. 'C OF PRE, IDE . T , 

The pre i<lents of the congregations affiliate<l 

with the nion shall meet in conferen e, 

either nationally or regionally at the call of 

the Pre i<lent of the nion, at uch time and 

pla e a he ma <le ignate. Th onfer n e 

hall er\'e a an a<lvi ory body to the nion 

and may pre ent re ommendations to the E ·

ecuti ve Board. Report on the recommenda

tion of the onf eren shall be made by the 

Executive Boan] ither to a ucc ec.ling n

ference or to the .1cneral A mbly of th 

Union, or both. 

RTI LE IV. 

T1 tE DrnEcToR OF THE _ IO. 

The Dire tor o the nion hall a<lmini ter 

all th affairs of the mon. ew project 

recommended by him must receive the ap

proval of the dmini trative ommitte or 

the E ecutive Board before b ing put into 

effe t. The Dire tor hall be ex-officio a 
meml r of all B ard mmis i n , and 

ommitte of the nion. He hall pre ent 
report at p riodic interval to the dmini -
trative ommittee and to th Jxecutiv Board 
of the nion, and a rep rt to th ;encral 

mbl at it r gular m eting . 

RTI LE V. 

Trrn o u . 1 TR \TIVE 'EcRET RY 

The Admini trative 'ecretary in addition to 
hi dutie a department h a<l, hall act a 

ecr tary of th E utivc B ard an<l of the 
dmini trativ mmitt e and of commit~ 

tee appointe<l by the bodie a de ignat <l 
by th Director. In hi ab ·n , an i tant 

ma b <l ignate<l to act in hi 
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\RTICLE VI. 

Fr. \L £\R 

The fiscal year hall begin on the first day 

of July o( ach year an<l end on the thirti(:th 

da o( Jun ( th followin r c.1r. 

ARTI LE II. 

Fr r \L x \MI . ATIO ' 

Th book of th nion hall b audited at 

lea t once a 
·hoscn b th 

ar b <! n au<litor or auditor. 

c utiv Board. 

RTI LE VIIL 

Jh D ,ET () {l\lITTEE 

\t the regular mi·annual m ·ting of the 

Exe utive Boar<l n ·xt prece<ling th· 1 . c of 

th fi_ al year a bu<lget hall b • ubmittc<l. 

Thi bud rct hall b prcpar <l in ampl tim 

and hall ha\e b n pa 1 up n b • I udg ·t 

mmitte f n l s than fi • mcml r f 
th xecutiv Bo. rd app intc<l by the Pre j . 

dent. The bu<lg t . nd an additional mone

tar appropnat1 n hall requir • an affinna

ti\' vot o( a maj ric f the member of 
th Jx cutive B ard pre cnt an<l v ting ~ t 

th meetin r. Th \ari us ~ r mission and 

th Affiliat and un ii· of the ni n shall 
ru n on r be for J anuar 3 1 

th ir e tin ate for the coming fiscal ·car, 

approved by th 1r r • p tivc B :ud • by ma

jorit vote. 

RTICLE r.·. 

oow rn, Ts ,\ . ' D TRt T Ft . ·os 

Th ,·ecutive B ar<l hall bienniall ap1 >int 

fi.v memb r th re f a a mmittce n 

Endowment an<l Tru t ◄ uncJs. :.ii<l om

mitt • shall b \' t ·cJ \ ith the cu to<l and 

control of all tru l fund tru t ecuriti • and 

tru t pro1 ·rt of th· nion. 'aid >mmitt 

hall have full I O\ ·r and auth rit t ·11 
and cJi po c of all furnh an<l ·uriti • .rn<l 

tru t property \ ·hich ma on-ic into it h.rnJ 

a abO\e pr vi<lc<l an<l to invc l and rcill\ • t 

the pr cc<l there (, anJ it chairman or 

, i ·c ·hairman hall ha\'· full authorit to 

i m an and all tran fer ·, in trum ·nt and 

I a1 Jr whi h ma l n -c ar or r qu1reJ 

\ hen '\Cr he i ·mp \ crcd b re olution 
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of th<.: ( ommittu .. •. 'uch power and auth rit 

hall h • exerl i,ul h} s.1id ( ommittt.: • h a 

, ole of not lcs th,111 a m.1jorit . of th· whol' 

:ommittc •. 

,\RTICLE 

Dns 

1· ach m mhc.:r • mgrcgation of the 111 n 

shall I a ) arl into tht treasury of th 
ni< n, ·1th ·r dircctl • or through it individ • 

u.1! mcml ·r-;, .rn am >lint cqu.1! to ~.oo I er 
memb ·r. This shall he comiderl'd minimum 

due and sh.ill not preclude the raising of 

addition,11 funds through indi,·idual subs rip

tions or other meth< 1., to mt't't thl' budget.tr. 

need of the 111011. 

\kTH I.E XI. 

B K I bPO IT 

,\ll h.rnks of dc1 os1t for 111011 fun ls . nd 

, II lank of l ·1 it ior rc\'olving funds f r 

the , ,trious c.k panmcnts of th· 'nion shall 

he named hy the Exentti\'e Bo.tr I or h th· 

. dn ini tra1i, • ( ommitt • •. Check drafts, 

and otl n in trumc. nts for the \\ ithdr.n\,tl f 
fund . h.111 e· r such s1gnatllr • or ·ignatur ·s 

a ma l • lctcrmi nrd from time to time 

h • the I· • • nive Board or the . \dmirn tratin.· 

(. >mmittee. 

,\RTI LE . II. 

. \ t I JIOKffY To Ar< EPT (, n r , En:. 

The Prcsid ·nt the l1.1irman ol th E e u · 

tt\e Board an ic<.: PnSl(J ·nt th· Tr ·a urer. 

the I ircctor or th· ,\dm1ni tr.nive ' 

of the ni n hall b authonz ·J t 
the name an J on bchali of the 

re eipt and/ or r ·leas· for an gift 
b ·quc t, or d ·vise recei, d from any 

or from an e • ·cutor administrator· tru • 

tc ·s, or othn 1duciaric . 

, RTI LE . "III. 

REPHE I .. 'J',\Tll).· 1. · 'J'Jlf. (,L 'hR\L \ E tBI.Y 

LC no. 1. Th· rcprcs ntation of th· m ·ml ·r 

onhrcg:Hiom in the Ctn ·ral ,\ssC"mbl hall 

be ba -cd on th· numb ·r of }Krson for \ horn 

th· I resail <l minimum du· ar • paid. Ea ·h 

m ·mb ·r ongrc Tati n in g I tan<ling hall 

I entitl ·<l to l\ o cJcl ·gat • • nd to on· ac.J<li-
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tional delegate for each one hun<lre<l persons 
or major fraction th reof for whom the pre
cribed minimum due are paid over and 

above the fir t one hundred. 
ECTIO. 2. Each congregation hall be en

titled to an alternate for each delegate who 
may exerci e all the power of the delegate 
<luring the latter's absen e. 

ECTIO:\" 3. Member o( the Executive Board 
and of the Board of Governors of the He
brew Union olleg , by virtue of, and dur
ing the term of, their office shall also be 
members of the General \ embly with all 
the privileg o( <lclegates including the right 
to vote an<l the right to office. Honorary 
member of the above-nam <l Board hall be 
con idered honorary members of the eneral 

sembly but without the privilege of voting 
or election to office, other than honorary. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

Bo.\RD OF ovERNOR 

OF THE HEBREW NlO. CoLLF.GE 

ECTIO. I. The nion, being the patron body 
of the Hebrew Union College, is entitled by 
law to elect a majority of the m mbership 
of the Board of Governors of the I lehrew 

nion olleg . uch member shall be elect
ed bi-annually for a J erio<l of four years and 
hall sen e until their u cessors are cl cte<l 

and qualified. 
SECTION 2. Any vacancy occurring on the 

Board of Govern r among tho elected by 
the Union hall be filled by the nion. 

ECTIO ' 3. Th President of the nion the 
Director of the Union, and the hairman of 
the Executive Board hall be elected on the 
Board of Governor a part of the members 
which the Executive Boar<l elect . The quota 
of the nion hall be el cted at the regular 
semi-annual me ting of the xecutive Board, 
for term of offic to l egin on January r 
following. 

RTICLE XV. 

ATIO. AL FFILIATES 

ECTIO. I. 

th e By-La.,, 
tional ffiliate 

the dat of the a<loption of 
thcr exist the foll wrng a

pon ored by the n1on of 

PROPOSED CO. TITUTIO.' 

American I kbrcw Congregations: ational 
Federation of T ·mplc 'isterhoods; ational 
Federation of Temple Brotherhoods; ational 
Federation o( Temple Youth. 

The primary purpo of the e ational f
filiates and tho e which may be hereafter 
created and pon ·orc<l by the nion hall be 
to strengthen the nion and to serve the 
cause of Judaism. Ea h ational Affiliate may 
enact for the administration of its affairs rule 
and regulation not inconsistent with thi 
Constitution of the nion or with any de
ci ion of the General As embly of the Union. 

ECTIO 2. The President and the Director 
of the nion hall be ex-officio member of 
the E ·ecutive Board of ea h affiliate. 

ECTI0"1 3. The Executive ecretar of each 
ational Affiliate hall be a member of the 

staff of the nion of which the Director 
of the mon hall be the chairman. uch 
Executive cretary hall be elect d by th 
Executive Board of the I ational ffiliate 
after consultation with the Executive Board 
or the Pre idem of the Union. 

ECTIO 4. ~ach ational Affiliate shall 
submit it budget to the Budget Committ 
of the nion for the approval of tho 
amounts to be appropriated by the nion 
for that Affi.liat . 

'EcTio, 5. To . ational ffiliate hall adopt 
any re olution on a matter of general public 
interest or institute any new policy or initiate 
any proj ct without con ultation \ ith the 
President or Director of the nion or their 
de ignat d representatives. 

E TIO . In the event that mutually at-
i factory con lu ion cannot be reached a a 
re ult of th ab vc c n ultation uch matter · 
hall be ref rre<l f r de i ion to a committee 

of five two of \ hom hall be appointed by 
the Pre id nt of the nion, two by the Pre i
<lent of the re p tive ffiliate, an<l the four 
o appointed hall select the fifth member 

irom the Executive Board of the rnon who 
hall act a an impartial arbitrator. 

ECTIO. 7. The foregoin r principle ap
propriate! paraphra e<l hall b in orp rate<l 
into the "on titution of ea h ational L\f
filiate created. 



D HY-L \ 01· THE l' IO. 

RTl<.LE X\'I. 

0 • '( IL OF THE . ' 10,. 

The nion ·hall ntinuc to ha, • the power 
to e tabli h un ii of the 111011, upon .1 

regional or a lo al basi , or Lil n u • h ther 
ba. i a the nion ma • from time to time 
determine. At the time of the adoption of 
the e B -Law two uch ( ouncils nist, the 

ew York ouncil of the nion of .\meri ·an 
I Iebrcw ongregation , an<l th· Chi ·ago 

ouncil of the nion of ,\merican 11 ·brew 
ongr gation . The ultimat • goal of these 

un ii and tho. e whi h ma he h ·rcalt ·r 
e tabli hed i the further trcngthening ( the 

nion and in order to bring about c mplete 
integration between the nion ancJ it ... oun
cils, the f llo\ ing princi1 le governing th ir 
r lation hip are e tabli hcd: 

a) The Pre ident and Director of the nion 
hall b ex-officio m ·rnb ·rs of the Executi, • 
... ommittcc of ea h Council. 

b The Exe uri,e Committ ·t: oi each 
ouncil hall, with th appro,·al o the Ex
uti,c B ar<l or the Pre id ·nt of the n1on, 

app int an xecutivc Dir tor and ud1 other 
officer or agent· a it hall <lctcrmine. :\ll 
uch profe ·ional per onn ·I shall b • under 

the control of the nion, and tlH.:i r salaries 
hall be fixed and paid b th· mon. 

c o Council hall adopt an re ·olution 
n a matt r of grncral publi mter t or 

m1ttate an new p Ii r project without 
th authorit of the Ex ·cutiv • I oard th· 
Pre i<lcnt or the Dire tor of the nion. 

cJ) The exp nditur of oun ils hall b • 
in ac ordan e with the budget <l ptcd b 
th~ E. ecuti\ Boar l of th· nion in th· 
manner provided in th·. • B -Law . All funds 
collected by uh un ·il shall b· r mitted 
to th nion. 

e) The foregoing principl ·s, appropriat ·I 
paraphra ed hall be incorporat ·d into th· 

n titution r th ·r ba ic law f ea h 'oun
·il n w or hereafter reated. 

,\R1'lCl • :\. II. 

l)p~rnrn ·110 .• 01• 1'11 ~( \(, \Zl E 01• TIIE . · 10 . 

Out of th· minimum due paid by ca h con
gregation into th tr • ur ( th 111011 

7 

there shall h • et .1sid • .1 minunum of on 
dollar for at h meml r to .1ppl as a . uh
cripti n pri • for L1111R\t ]l ' D\I .t, am.,~-

azin publi . hed b th · mon. 

\RTI< I 1:. \.\ Ill. 

PRO( IO( ,u: ,\T l (1,11 l. ' (, OF Till: 

( I , '£R.\( . \ . E~fBI.Y 

:E< TIO.· 1. The Pr ·sident of the 111011 shall 
all the delcg.itts to th· (;encral .\ssemhl 

to order and ask for the election of a tern 
porar} ,hairman and a ternpor.tr • : cretary. 
\ h ·n the l arc ·I -ctul, th · te111 orar ,h.1ir-
man shall appoint a ommiuc • on re kn-
tials and a C mmittc.:e on P ·rm.inent )rgani 
:1ation. Afttr a rc1 >rt of th • m11nittee on 
Credentials shall ha,c bern adoptc<l the (,en 
era! , \ embl sh.111 consider the report of 
the ommitt • • on P ·rmanent Organiz,llion 
and shall clc ·t such oflir ·rs of th · ;c.:neral 
, \ sembl as it dn·rns prop ·r. nless othcr
wi: • ordered hy th · (,em:ral ,\..sunbl, the 
Pre id nt of tie 'cnc.: ral A'>'>embl <,hall then 
appoi1 l ud1 omrnitt<.. ·s .ts he sh.ill deem 
nc1.: ·ssar and ha I without d ·hate n:frr to 
th ·m the r ·1 rl of the ·,·eral officers and 
ho- re.ls .md o • th Lommitte ·s pr·, i< usl ap
poimcd in such manner as h • ma dc.:<."m ad 
\ i-..ahl •. I le shall also appoint such other 
committ • ·s ,IS the ,en ·ral ,\ssemhl during 
its ·ssi n ma order. 

SE< .Tm. 2. The ,l'n ·ral Ass ·mhly, at its 
fir t mc.:eting, shall Sj • ·i( th · late t tim • at 
which rcsolutionc; ma l • proJ os ·d h th· 
delegate . \ll su ·h resolutions must b • in 
\Hiting, an 1 hall be read t th· ;c.:11 ·ral 
.\ss ·mbl anJ referred to the Committee on 
R • olutiom. \i h ·n th· Committ • • on Re<,o 
lutiom .,h,d! rc1 ort to th· ( ;en ·r.tl \sscmbl , 
a motion t adopt th · r ·port shall be in 
orcJcr. If th· resolution as original! pro1 oed 
\Va changed, modified or rej • ·t ·cJ h th 

ommitte • on Resolutions, an J if th · m tion 
to ad >pt th · r port of th • Committe on 
RL lution h • r ·je tcd any <l ·I ·gat • ma 
mo, • to recall th· rc·s >lution as origin.111 
proposed from comideration of th • Commit
t<.: • on Resolutions and if sai<l motion b • 
carried th· aid original resolution ma then 
be con i<ler ·<l b th· Gc.:ncral A scmbly. 
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E<-1'1O 3. A moti n t aJopt a re oluti n 
relating to th int rnal affairs an<l bu in ss 
o( the nion hall require for it adoption 
the affirmativ vote ( a majority ( the dele
gates pre ent and voting. 

E TIO 4. motion to adopt a re olution 
to pre th view or s ntiment of the 

nwn or its constituents upon a quc tion 
not directly afTecting the con<lu t of the af
fair f the nion or it con tituents hall 
require for it a<lopti n th affirmativ vote 
f two-thirds of the delegates pre nt an<l 

rnting. 
E TI . 5. Exe pt a oth rwi e pr \ide<l 

herein m cting. of th , neral A embl 
hall be condu te<l in ace r<lanc with the 

PR P ED 'TITUTIO 

m thc<l an<l pra ·tice et forth in Rob rt 's 
Rule of Order. 

RTI LE xrx. 

iE D fE 'TS 

Th e By-Law ma be amen<l d by a vote 
of t\ a-third of th member pre nt and 
,·oting at any me tin<T of the Ex etllive Board 
pro,ided written noti e of propo e<l hang 
ha · been giv n to ea ·h m mber of th ·ecu
tiv Board not le s than thirty da s in ad
vane , or by a t\i o-third vote of the mem
ber pre nt and , ting at any me ting f 
the 7 ncral s mbl provid <l that the pro
po d amendment hall b laid over at lea t 
t went -four hour after it i pre ntcd to 
the G ncral cmbly. 

•At the me tin~ of the ""'uncil , the minority of the E c:c uti, c BoJr<l will report it objc ·tion to the indu ion f the c t, o ccti ns. 
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To the Executlve Board of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Gentlemen: 

Winnetka, Illinois 
November 30, 1945 

The last annual report submitted on behalf of the Sisterhood 
Federation to the Union Board was written by me in September, 
1944. At that time we were still in the midst of a global war. 
The women of our Federation, like all other men and women of the 
United Nations, were devotine their energies with sacrifice and 
concentration to a common cause. But be it said to the glory of 
Sisterhood women and especially to the honor of Israel, that de 
spite the tremendous service given to every phase of civilian de
fense activities, to R8d Cross and USO projects, and to other war 
related services, the essential work of our Federation was strongly 
carried forward. In other words we attempted, and I believe 
largely succeeded, in rendering assistance not only to national 
causes but also to the continuation of our own long-range program. 

Although this report is being submitted in the victory period 
following the cessation of World War II - a period for which we 
are deeply, prayerfully tankful - it will deal largely with TS 
affairs undertaken earlier. Since the TS fis al period is from 
November 1st to October 31st, all financial figures mentioned 
herein, except if noted otherwise, will cover the Sisterhood Fed
eration's fiscal period of 1943-44. 

PROJECTS OF THE FEDERATION 

Continuing an outstanding contribution to religious and edu
cational causes through the sale of Uniongrams (special NFTS 
message blanks) and cash contributions to our Hebrew Union College 
Scholarship and Religious Education Fund, there was collected from 
Sisterhood affiliates and members the total sum of $38,197.55 of 
which $21,311i.86 was from Uniongram Apportionment Profit. As the 
Union Board must know by now, from the Scholarship and Religious 
Education Fund, partial dormitory maintenance assistance is 
granted to students of Hebrew Union College in need of su~h aid, 
and an annual contribution of $15,000.00 is made to the work of 
the Union for certain of .its projects includin its Department 
of Youth Activities. 

NFTS continued its annual $1,000.00 contribution to the Union 
for Lecture Institutes for Laymen and Teachers which made possible 
in a two year period ( ovember 1, 1943 - October 31, 1945) a total 
of one hundred lectures in twenty-eight towns or cities of the 
United States. Of these, seventy-seven were for teachers, and 
twenty-three for adults. The Institutes, a joint project of the 
Union and the ational Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, consti
tute an effort in which we are convinced we are serving an im
portant religious educational cause. However, the day surely must 
swiftly come when the Union itself, rather than an affiliate, will 
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include in its budget whatever sum is necessary in order for these 
greatly needed lectures to be given in many hundreds of communi
ties and not only in twenty-eight. 

No new contributions have been added to the $7,500.00 pre
viously given by NFTS to the Union for the establishment of Corre
spondence Courses. Nevertheless these Courses, which likewise 
constitute a joint project of the Union and NFTS, are continuing 
on a limited scale to fulfill a need and to offer valuable experi
mental material. 

The NFTS Publication Fund for the printing of new religious 
school literature remains at the same figure as previously re
ported - $39,951.17. 

Among these listings of contributions made by NFTS to the 
Union must be included also the annual $2,000.00 granted toward 
salary adjustments for NFTS employees. May I add, however, that 
I hope the Director of the Union will discuss this matter with me 
in the not distant future as it represents an unsound principle. 
Since the Union assumes the obligation of paying for the salaries 
of all its employees, which include the employees of its aff_li
ates, it should not be necessary for NFTS to pay sums under the 
title "Salary Adjustments" in order to ave the pay of its Execu
tive Director or her assistants raised to proper levels. 

To the Jewish Braille Institute of America, Inc., the Feder
ation transmitted $2,432.39 raised by Sisterhood contributions to 
assist in underwriting the monthly ma zine "The Jewish Braille 
Review." The JBI is an agency which in 1933 was brought into 
being largely through the interest of the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods. One of its main activities is the housing 
of a library of brailled books whose contents are of Jewish inter
est. More than ninety per cent of the volumes in this library 
have been transcribed by volunteer Sisterhood braillists. 

To the World Union for Progressive Judaism, for the benefit 
of children served through after-school activities by three 
Liberal congregations in Tel-Aviv, Haifa, and Jerusalem, affili
ated units of NFTS are once yearly invited to undertake a Silver 
Coin Collection. In 1944, from this collection we cabled abroad 
the sum of $1,800.00; for 1945 we collected the sum of $2,124.76. 

I wish there were time and space to offer the Union Board a 
detailed account of all the Committees of the National Federation 
which serve not only in the field of Jewish life, but also aid in 
furthering humanitarian efforts. The Committees on Pro rams, on 
Religious Schools, on Reli ious Extension, on Child Study and 
Parent Education, on Youth Activities, on Jewish Ceremonials and 
Art, on Jewish Literature for the Blind, on Peace and World Rela
tions, on State Federations in addition to those w1ose work has 
already been mentioned (the Committees on War Service, on Hebrew 
Union College Scholarships and Religious Education and on Union
grams) cover a reat variety of significant projects and activ -
ties. 
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THE EXTENT OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 

Beginning with a membership on January 21, 1913,of forty-
nine affiliated units representing barely 5,000 members, the Na
tional Federation of Temple Sisterhoods has grown to a world-wide 
fellowship of Jewish women which today includes more than 65,000 
spread throughout the 403 units located at this date throughout 
all of the United States and in 0ities of Canada, Panama, Cuba, 
the United Kingdom and South Africa. The Federation's latest 
affiliate is that of "The Sisterhood" of Capetown, Union of South 
Africa. Because of its steady increase not only within the United 
States but also through overseas affiliations, the National Fed
eration of Temple Sisterhood~ may consider a change in its name. 
Thus our very large women's division of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations may carry a title that gives due re0ognition 
to a membership which stret~hes beyond the borders of our own 
country and literally represents Liberal Jewish women identifi ed 
with Synagogue life throughout the world. 

THE BOOK OF LIVING JUDAISM 

At the NFTS Biennial Convention in 1941, in the report of 
the then President of the Federat:ton, Mrs. Leon L. Watters, a pro
ject was proposed under the title of The Book of Living Judaism 
whereby contributions in tribute or in memory could be made for 
inscriptions of names. During the war years all monies contri
buted were to be converted monthly into United States war bonds. 
But in the post-war period these sums were to be used for erect
ing a permanent home for the Union of American Hebrew Congre a
tions and its national affiliates including our own Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods. For various reasons this project was not 
strenuously advanced during the wa.r years. Meanwhile, the ex
panding Union, which as you know is now housed in Cincinnati in 
most inadequate offices and in a building which has recently been 
sold, has had its need for new quarters greatly intensified. 
Therefore, with the coming of the peace, a number of the officers 
of the National Federation, under impetus from Miss Jane Evans, 
the Federation's Executive Director, carefully considered under
taking this building campaign. However, the needs of the Union 
today are so much beyond those which were envisioned tn 1941, 
that adequate facilities will involve a larger expenditure than 
was originally contemplated. We are convinced that this enlarged 
campaign, when fully launched, will meet with the whole-hearted 
response from our members that many years ago was given to an 
earlier project when we erected and equipped the Dormitory on the 
campus of Hebrew Union College. Nevertheless, we shall need 
within the next few months to prepare adequately this campaign 
for presentation again to the forthcoming Biennial for its appro
val of the new form that the project will take and which, we hope, 
will include funds not only for a Cincinnati building, but also 
for an adequate New York one. Meanwhile, I can assure the Execu
tive Board of the Union of the unfailing interest in this project 
of the officers of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
and its Executive Director upon whom in large measure will fall 
responsibility for it. 
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DECEMBER 1945, ~ETING OF THE NFTS BOARD 

The 1945 annual meeting of the Executive Board is bein von
vened in Cincinnati, Sunday and Monday, December 9 and 10. The 
dates were chosen in order to allow our members to partieip~te in 
the 70th anniversary of the Hebrew Union College with which , 
through our joint pa:r~ent body, the Union, we have lon,.:, been ~lose
ly affiliated . 

In addition to receiving annual reports, the WTS Board will 
carefully weigh the recommendations of its Post W r Planning Com
mittee . This Committee is recommending a number of new projects 
for the intensification of our religious cultural work and an ex 
pansion of our humanitarian efforts through which it is hoped to 
capture for peace-time activities some of the interest devoted in 
these last years by members to war service . A particularlJ im
portant part of our agenda will be a scrutiny of the present ad
ministrative arrangement of the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods . There is no question but that the Federatlon has 
long since grown beyond the point in which its work can be carried 
out by one executive and her secretaries . Miss Evans needs addi
tional professional assistants. This need is an absolute essen
tial not only for the good of our Federation but also for the 
Union itself whose program and influence are reflected n part 
through us . 

ACTIVITIES OF THE PRESIDE T 

To the extent of my time and ener , as well as of our effort 
to cooperate with OD'l', I have addressed, whenever and wherever 
necessary, important meetin s of our affiliates. In addition I 
have continued to serve on the Interim Committee of the American 
Jewish Conference, on the Jewish Advisory Council of the Girl 
Scouts of America, and have attended with regularity meetings of 
the Board of Governors of Hebrew Union College, the Executive 
Board and Administrative Committee of the Union of American ilebrew 
Cong1.,ega tions . 

IN APPRECIATIO J 

Annually it is my privilege to take co nizan~e of the debt 
we of the National Federation owe and r cognizc to the consis
tently brilliant leadership given to American Liberal Jbwry by 
Rabbi Maurice r . Eisendrath . To all his collcaguos , and especial
ly to Mr . Adolph Rosenberg, I offer appreciation for cooperation . 

I consider it a special yearly privilege to remind the mem
bers of the Union Board of a tribute ri htfully owed to ~iss J-ne 
Evans, our Executive Director , f'or the 1ways outstanding contri
bution that she makes in our name to the cause of Liberal Jewry, 
the Jewish people, and the general welfare . As you know, from 
the spring of 1943 until this past summer, Miss Evans was loaned 
by the Union and the National Federation to be the Director also 
of the National Peace Conference . In this l · tter capacity Miss 
Evans served in San Franc_s00 as one of the Consultants to the 
United States Dele ation at the United Nations Conference on 
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International Organization, which met from April throug..~ June of 
this year. Miss Evans has now returned on a full-time basis to 
her post with us, enriched I am sure by the stimulatin and un
usual experiences which have been hers. 

As both Mr. Rosenberg and Rabbi Eisendrath know, within the 
last few days a most important agency of American Jewry telegraphed 
us a request to release Miss Evans to them for six months. Because 
of her unusual qualities and competence, they urgently desired her 
to direct the organizational period for a large scale overseas 
relief in kind program whereby American Jewry, especially t~1ro gh 
women's groups, may supplement present aid for the surviving 
devastated Jews of Europe. After assuring this agency of our 
deep concern for European Jewry, we stated that our own need of 
Miss Evans at this time made it almost impossible to accede to 
their request. Further negotiations followed and the matter now 
has been resolved by the Union and NFTS temporarily loaning to 
this agency another executive, Miss Helen L. Strauss, who u on 
completing her work as Interim Director of the National Federa-
tion of Temple Youth, was undertaking the directorship of our Book 
of Living Judaism project. 

CONCLUSION 

In closing I once again, on behalf of our Sisterhood Federa
tion, assure the Union of the continuing su port in our mutual 
cause of the Sisterhood Federation. 

Re spectuully s~ mitted, 

(Mrs. Hugo) REINA K. G. IART •1A .. T • 

President 
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RF.PORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHAPLAINS 

July 1, 194S. 

To the Executive Board, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

This is the fourth report since our Committee on Chaplains was 
constituted in January, 1942. During the past year the Conmittee 
has met twice. It _was quite natural that as our work developed and 
progressed there was a change of emphasis in our activities . 

I. 

At the very outset we concentrated almost exclusively on pro
curement. As of June 7, 1945, there are 276 Rabbis servin as 
chaplains in the Army, Navy, and Maritime Service. Of th se, 2~::,. 5 
are in the Army, 40 in the Navy and 1 in the Maritime Service. Of 
this total number, 132 are members of the Reform group. Seven of 
our members have recently been separated from the service. We mourn 
the loss of Rabbis Alexander Goode and Samuel D. Hurwitz, who 8ave 
their last full measure of devotion in the service of God and coun
try. 

Thirteen others of our efor1 group have receivedje· le,c ..:.. .::: •::J i -:l 
endorsement and most of them are likely soon to be in uniform. But 
tis is not the complete picture. For y-four members of our Con
ference came forward to serve their country, and offered thems lves 
for the chaplaincy, but were physicall disqualified by the Army or 
Navy. Nineteen others of our Conference submitted to our Committee 
evidence of physical disability and are listed on our records as un
officially disqualified. 141 of our men were actually commissioned 
as chaplains. The overall picture indicates over 200 of the CCAR 
men offered themselves for the chaplaincy. When we compare this 
number to the total number of men in the Conference who were ol1g1bl 
for th chaplaincy, it is a record for w ich the C.C.A.R., Heorew 
Union College, the Jewish Institute of Religion and the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, have good reason to feel very proud. 

At ~his point I wish also to add that the war and Navy D0part
monts have on a number of occasions commended us on our procurom~nt 
job, and the calibre of men we have furnished. 

Although last summer it so med as if no additional chaplains 
were ne ded, and a number of men who had qualif:l,ed and who had al
ready received ecclesiastical endorsement had to be rolcased, a f w 
months ago the Chief of Chaplains of th Army requested the Commit
tee on Army and Navy Religious Activities, of the National Jewish 
Welfare Board, to secure 36 additional Jewish Chaplains. Our pro
curement efforts had to be resumed. On tho basis of the total num
ber of chaplains, our ratio of the 36 required was about 18. In 
order to provide these 18, past experience as taaght us that we 
must present at least 25 candidates. Since that call was isauod, 
we have recommended 12 men, who have received endorsement. One of 
th m however, has already boen physically disqualified. In order to 
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aintain our record of full coopcrotion, we must still securo 13 
candidates for the chaplaincy. 

It was apparent that even with the commissioning of the 36 
Jewish chaplains requested by the Office of the Chief of Chaplains 
(who at best would not be available until mid-August) there would 
be an inevitable hiatus of approximately three months during which 
~he majority of the military installations denuded of chaplaincy 
service, by reason of sending most of the eligible chaplains over
seas would remain without chnplaincy coverage. For this reason it 
was necessnry to look for civilian rabbis to meet this em rgoncy, 
need. S~ne twenty to thirty rabbis were required to give full time 
service for no less than ten weeks, beginning June 1st, at installa
tions where the need wns of extreme urgency. Those included hospi
tals, IRTC camps, staging areas, Redistribution Centers, which serve 
as rest stations for returnees, the Second ond Fourth Air Fo1'c . and 
some Naval installations. Some of these centers had from 2,00G to 
4,000 Jewish men unserved. To cope wiLh these emergent needs, it 
was agreed that each of the three Rabbinical groups would sub1,1i t to 
CANRA a list of rabbis who would qualify for summer servico. Se
lection would be left to CANRA. I hm happy to report that qui t o a 
number of our men, who hod been physically disqunlified for t., •• 
c'· aplaincy and whom we contacted, responded nnd are now serving in 
this interim capacity as civilian ch~plains. 

II. 

I was natural that the major portion of our work should 
deal with the problem of procurement, but as the program de eloped, 
we found ourselves faced by another task that grew out of our chop
laincy procurement--the problem of replacement. As rabbis w nt into 
the chaplaincy, it was necessary f'or us to assist in ,.,;·.1nL:11 .. 1.r.. .-t, n 
home front by providing replacement rabbis for them. We comb~d our 
list of retired rabbis and brought a number of them back into t he 
active ministry, as replacements. The Hebrew Union Coll ge nd the 
Jewish Institute of Religion cooperated splendidly in ace lera t ing 
their courses thus making men available a ear earlier as r cp l c ,c
ments . As the program grew in intensity, both these instituti •ns 
licensed some of their under-graduate students and permitted t heir' 
assignment as replacements. The problem will continue with us as 
long as we a 1e obliged to procure additional claplains. 

III. 

Still another aspect of our work concerns the protccuing of 
the interests of the rabbis who nre now serving as chaplain. WG 
have a definite obligation to the men who have gone into the chap
laincy at our request. The influence of our Committee and that of 
the entire Confe~ence will be utilized to prevent any replacement 
rabbis from taking the positions of thoso for whom they sre substi
tuting--in other words, we will not allow any "Masig G'vul." 
Furthermore, this Committee has looked with strong disfavor upon any 
attempt of civilian rabbi to advance himself in the ministry, 
unless he has been physicially disqunlified for the chaplaincy. It 
is a practice of our Committee, as soon as a pulplt vacancy occurs, 
to write to the congregat.ton and c 11 their ottention to our Set of 
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Principles, and any 11 ~bbi who desires to make a pulpit change nust 
first secure clearance from our chaplain.Cy Committee. The names of 
tho rabbis who have been physically disqualified have been sent to 
Dr. Morgenstern, Dr. Wise and to the members of the Executive Boar ~ 
of the Conference. 

IV. 

At the meeting of the Conference in June, 1944, in Cincinnati 
a Resolution pertaining to the Chaplaincy and signed by a number of 
chaplains was referred to our Committee on Chaplains with i11struc
tions to repo1 .. t to the Executive Board before their October me,oti g . 

At the meetlng of our Committee on October 12, 1944, the 
Resolution wns considered most carefully and a statement was adopted 
by our Committee and presented to the Executive Board of' tho C0ntral 
Conference of American Rabbis. The Executive Board of the Confer
ence amended the Resolution of our Committee, as was reported by thb 
Administrative Secretary of the Conference. 

Our Committee has had other delicate situation.,; to conte 
with, notably the difficulty that h s risen in the congregation at 
Hollywood, California. A letter was forwarded to that congregation 
stating our position unequivocall, copy of that let ter was for
warded to the replacement rabbi of that congregation, as w 11 as to 
cbaplainBaurnan, who is the rabbi on leave. 

I would recommend to the Confercnc that it pass a Resolu1;ion 
supporting the action of our Committee a.d stating firmly and posi
tively that the moral strength of the Conference will be exorcised 
fully in behalf of the returning chaplains. 

I wish to report at this time that since we last met, two 
members of the C.C.A .. R., Chaplain Aryeh Lev and Rabb1 Philip Born
stein, visited tho Pacific Theater of War, met with our chaplains, 
and studied the further needs of our- men in the Armed Forcos i.i1 th t 
area. I am also pleased to report that Ch?plain Lev is at pro 0 ent 
visiting the various instDllations in Europe and North Africa, on 
an inspection tour with Brigadier Genera 1 Arnold, the forme11 Chief 
of Ch plains . 

I am informed that Brigadier Gener 1 Arnold, on his return 
from this tour of inspection, will retire from the Army and will 
take the place that Bishop O'Hara occupied in the Militery Vicarato 
of the Catholic Church of America. Chi~f of Naval Chaplains R.D. 
Workman has also been retired. I would recommend thut the Confer
ence authorize your Co~nittee on Chaplaincy to write official 
letters to both of these gentlemen commending them for their splen
did cooperation in providing for the religious needs of our men in 
the Armed Forces. I would also like to recomrnend that the Confer
ence authorize the Committee o send letters of gi1 oetings also to 
their successors. Chaplain Arnold is succeeded by Chaplain Luther 
D. Miller and Chr.plain Workman by Wm. N. Tomas. 
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I want to tal·e this opp or tu,. i ty to express on bcha lf of our 
Committee and myself our whole-hearted thanks to our fnithful and 
devoted sccrotnry of this Comm.1. ttoe, Rabbi Louis I. Egelson , a d to 
his secretary, Miss Ruth Mandolke n, who have done a t. rcmondous job 
in connection with our work. I am sure that without their devoted 
service the record we hove made would not have been possible. I 
nlco wish to express our thanks to the Union of American Hebrew 
congregations , which ls a constituent of our Committee, for their 
loyal cooperation and for lending u the services of Rabbi Egeloon 
and Miss Mandelkern. 

Respectfully submitted, 

RABBI BARNETT R. BRICKNER 

Ch11irman 

• 



UNION OF HMeRI~HN 

H~BR~w ~oNGReGHT10N.s ~ RABBI MA U RICE N. EISENDRATH, DIRECTOR 

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET • CINCINNA T I 2, OHIO 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Tifereth Israel Congregation 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Friend: 

December 14, 1945 

I am writing this letter to inform you that 
Rabbi Alfred Wolf 1~ about to visit Cleveland as 
the representative Of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations in the interest of the expansion of 
Reform Judaism. For a long time we have all been 
convinced hat this is the most vital problem that 
faces Reform Judaism today and also that this is 
supremely the job of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. 

I have asked Rabbi Wolf to hold some prelim
inary discussions with you and your congregational 
leaders to determine the feasibility of what we have 
in mind . 

He will reach Cleveland in a few days and will 
call on you to talk over this matter with you and 
get your good counsel and advice . I trust that you 
can spare the time to discuss the matter with him. 

As the representative of the Union, Rabbi Wolf 
during his stay in Cleveland , will be glad to render 
any service that he can to you and your congregation . 

Assuring you that the Union and I personally 
will appreciate anything you can do to promote t h is 
cause and with kindest personal re ards, I am 

Cordially , 

MNE : EF 



THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
ADOLPH ROSENBERG, President 

RABBI MAURICE N. EISE DRATH, Director 

1491 Southeast Regional Office 
R A B B I A L F R E D W O L F , Dirutor 

110 . PARK AVENUE, DOTHAN, ALA. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St., at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

En route - Dayton, Ohio 

December 21, 1945 

The meeting of the Joint Committee of the two Heform Congre
gations and of the Union on the problem of the unaffiliated in 
Cleveland has been oheduled for Thursday, December~?, at lunch 
time. Jlr. Sidney N. eitz will arrange for the place and the exact 
hour of the meeting, together with • James ii. iller and Ju~e 
Jlaurice Bernon. 

I wo~ld ap reciate your getting together with .ilLr. eitz to 
have him a oint an additional member of your Congregation who 
is e 1 inform d n the local scene and who is interested in our 
problem. llr. eitz told me that he may be unable to attend the 
meeting. I hope that, in that ca•e, h will be pepr eented by one 
of the other officers of your Congregation. 

I am looking forward i th great le sure to our ae eting. Jiilean
while I am, 1th kindest personal regards and all good i hes, 

Ul'' 

CON TIT ENT ATIO AL I TITUTIO s: Hebrew nion College A D NATIONAL FED RATIO or Sisterhoods, Brotherhoods, Temple Youth 



Joint Committee on the Unaffiliated in Cleveland 

representing the Union of .American Hebrew Congregations, Anshe ' 
Chesed Congregation, and !~fereth Israel Congregation. 

Meeting: Hotel Statler, Cleveland, Ohio, December 27, 1945, 12:15 p.m. 

Present: Judge Maurice Bernon 
Rabbi Bartlett Brickner 
Bernard Eisenberg 
Eugene L. Geismer 
Jos. Hartzmark 
Allen Klivans 
James H. Miller 
Rabbi Alfred W~?f 

Unable to attend: 
Rabbi Abba Hil el Silver 
Sidney N. ••tz 

After discussing the basic problem of the Unaf filiated in the 
metropolitan centers in general and in Cleveland in particul' r 
and after analyzing the advantages of the two solutions offered -
branches and independent congregations - the co.umi ttee aggred to 
submit the following suggestions to the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations and to the two Congregations: 

1. The two Congregations shall co-o erate with the Union 
of American Hebre Congregations in organi:zing, in Clevej_and, an 
additio al Reform Congregation . 

2. These three organizations shall also co-eperate in a 
publicity campaign preparing the ground for this organization b 
publicity favorab e to Reform ~udibm. 

3. The dues to be coll ected by the n ew Congregation in the 
first few years of its existence shall be ill a lower range than 
the present minimum dues of the existing congregations. 

4. The two Reform Congregatio s shall close their membership 
rolls to all except those related in the first degree to present 
members of these Congregations. Likewise the new Congregation shall 
not · accept members from among those now affiliated with the two 
Reform Congregations. A small group of members who may form a 
nucleus of the new Congregation with the consent of the Boards 
of both Congregations may be exempted from the latter rule. 

A committee shall be appointed by both Congregations to 
co tinue discussion.a of this subtect together with representativee 
of t he Dion of American Hebrew Congregations after due consideration 
of this matter by the Boards of both Congregations. 
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Third Tentative Draft 
of 

Constitution and By- Laws 
of t h e 

Union o:f Ameri0an Hebrew Congre ations 

PRE LE 

C 

The con regations re_resented in this U ion of American Hebrew Con
gregations affirm their faithful attachment to Judaism, and ·-!or. 
scious of Israel ' s sa~red dutie □, undertake to dis~har.e the~o 
duties effectivel r pursuant to the laws of the~ u ry nL under t e 
prote~tion of benig .. .l Providence . 

0 STITUTIO J 

Arti le 1 . AME 

This or anization shall be known as the Union of Ameri~a H9 rew 
C0ngre.ations (hereinafter referred to as the "Union') . 

Arti!le 2 . OBJECTS 

The obje~ts f thP Unio are : 

a) Toe .0 ~ 1rage and aid 
0ongregatio sand synagogues. 

izati n and developme , of 

b) To promote reli
0

ious inst~uetio ad en~ourage the s dy 
of Je~ish history and literature. 

~) To mai t~in the Hebrew Union olle 0 e. 

d) T foster other a0tivities for the perpetuation f Jud~ism . 

Article 3 . MI3ERSHIP 

Anr American Jewish congregation, upon approval by he .xe~u jv 
Board, may become a member of this Union by sub cribing to its ,0 -

stitutio ad By-Laws . 

Arti le 4 . GE ERAL ASSEMBLY 

Section 1 . The le 0 islative body of the Union dis big· au 
thnri ty nhall e t.1. "Gener 1 Assembly," whi h shall be omp s d of 
representatives of ~on re ati ns ompri i the Un on . 

Section 2 . Ea h congr ation shall be ent tled to two dele a e 
and to su~h addition~l representation i the Ge eral Assembly, s 
the By- Lrws may provide . 

Se~ti0 3 . A the m etin s of the Ge eral Assembly, ea.,.!h del 
or his a tern te shall be entitled o one vote . 

,..,ection 4. The r 1 Assem 1 shall le ' t its own ffi~ers . 

te 
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Article 5 . EETI GS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Regular meetings of the General Assembly shall be held bienni~lly 
at such time and place as the General .. vsembly or the Exeeutive 
Board may determine . Spe ~ial meetings of the General Assembly may 
be ~alled by the President of the Unio and ohall be ~alled by him 
upon written request of the majority of all the members of the Exe
l!uti ve Board or upon writ ten rogues t of fifty member ,:!ong1"e a tion . 

Article 6. EXEvUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1 . There shall be an Exe.!utive Board of one hundrEd mem
bers , which shall have omplete -barge of the affairs of the U ion , 
and whiL!h shall be its highest authority when the Ge eral A sembl .. -
is not in session . 

Se~tion 2 . The term of offi~e of the members of the Bxe•utivJ Board 
and the method f their ele0tion shall be determi ed by t.e B - Law~ . 

Ar i·le 7 . OFFI ERS OF THE UTIQN 

The officers of the U ion shall ea President, o e or more -i~e 
Presidents , a Tre sur .r, a Director, an Acunin strati v Se~!retary 
and at the option of t,1e 1.?xe , .. uti ve r r: 1..!h irman '1f the :Sxe ·ut.:. vc 
Board , and Assistant e~r.ta~~es an As istant Treasurers, all of 
whom , exeept the Dire~tor, the A mi i • tr i ve C'!rotary, and As is
tant Secreta:ries and Assi t nt Tree suroro, must be members of the 
Exel..!utive Board . The Dire~tor ad Admi istr t~ve uecretary shall 
be sele0ted by the """x cu • ve Board. The remainin. offi .Jers shall 
be Plected by the Executive Bo r immediat ly after the ~lose of 
eal..!h biennial session of the General Assembly for a term of t •TO 

ye rs , or until their su~l..!essors shall have b en ele~ted and qu~1·
fied . Jat;ancies to fill the unexpired terms of officers shall b., 
filled by he Exe~utive Board as they o~ .. ur . The officers o. the 
Union shall be the offi~ers oft e Executive Bo rd . 

Arti•..:le 8 ... filHD,1.c. TT~ 

This Constit tio my be ame ded ~t regular or ~pe~ial meeti 
of the Gener 1 ssembly b-r a two - thirds vote of' th deler~at .;;, pre
sent and voting , provided the de gates registered represent at 
least one - third of all the member ~ongregations . u~h ame dment 
may be initiated by the Exel..!u ti ve Board 01· mo.:'" be submitted in 
writing by member ~o re atio t the Ex ~utive Bo·rd . In either 
event , the Exe~utiv Board shall tra smit the. ame to the membe 
con re 0 ations at le1st sixt da?s 1 adva ~e of the ext regul r or 
spe ial meetin f the eneral Assembly . The ~xecu ive Board shall 
presJnt su0h mendment to the Gen ral Assembly, with its iffW"' 
thereo . Modifi~atio of amendments re ularly submitted ma. e 
made on the floor of h Ge eral Assenmly . 
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BY- LAWS 

Arti0le 1 . EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Section 1 . The Executive Board , eonsisting of one hundred member , 
shall be constituted as follows : 

(a) Six members t ereof shall be elected by the entral on
feren\_.;e of American Rabbis from its own membership for re Jul r terms 
of four years . At the first meeting f the Central Conferen:e of 
American Rabbis following the adoption of these By- Laws , the Con
ference shall elect six members of the Exe0utive Board , tree for 
four years ad three for two years , and thereafter , biennially s~~ll 
elect three members for four years . In addition, the President and 
Vice - President of the entral Conferen~e f Ameri an Rabbis, 6urinv. 
their respe~tive terms of office , shall be x offi io members of th 
Exe~utive Board with power to vote . 

(b) The Director of the Union, the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of Hebrew Union College , the President of Hebrew Union 
College , the Preside and First Vi~e-President of the Nationa F d -
ration of Tem?le Sisterhoods, the P1,,esident and F::..rst Vi~e-rresi ,.en 

of the ·ationql Fed rat~on of Temple Brotherr-oods , and t e Presidsnt 
a d First Vi-.!e - Presi 'ent of the ... ~atio ede1•ntion of Temple Youth 
shall be ex offi,..::io members o the ~ ! tive Board with power to 
vote . 

( 1..:) Fifty- thre members of the .i.;.,x 
ele~ted by the G nenal Assembly pon a 
al distribution, as follow: 

~utive Board shall e 
sis of equitabl ,eo~raphi-

Eaeh of the organized region of the nion shall be 
entitled to representation upon t1e Exe~utive Board . E~~h 
Coun"il of the Union now or hereafter established by the 
U io sh 11 ~onstitute a region for the purpos s of this 
subsection . The number of Executive Board member from 
ea~h region shall be gover ed b the total number of 
individ al embers of the ~onJregations withi the re 0 io 
for whom the pres,~ribed minimum dues are pa.id, a d shall 
be distribu ed equitably among the 0ongregatio s wit in 
the region . 

Each of the or anized re ions of the Union shall 
present its quota of nomi ees for the Exe~utive Board 
to the Nomin ting Committee of th Gener 1 Assembly . 

Wherever there is no organized re ion of the U ion , 
or i the Pvent an orga ized r gi shall fail to preset 
su h nomi ee , the dele ates from that geogr phic ar 
in attendan eat the General Assembly shall submit uch 

ominees to the Nominatin Committee . 

(d) The remaini thirty members of he Ex ~utive oard shall 
be elected b~ the Ge eral Assem ly as representatives at large w th
out speci 1 referenc, to the re ions . 
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At the semi-annual meeting of the Executive Board, which shall be 
about six months prior to the regular General Assembly meeting, the 
President shall appoint, with the approval of the Exe utive Bo~rd, 
a committee whose duty it shall be to present to he Nominating Com
mittPe of the General Assembly a list f ~arefully selected nomihees 
in the number to be elected as representatives at large, for ele~ 
tio to the Exe~utive Bard by the General Assembly. 

A list of these nominees shall be sent to each onstituent ~ongreg -
tio at least ten days in advance of the meeting of the Genrral s
sembly . Any twenty dele ates present at the General 1 ssemb1y n-
make additional nominatio s for represe ~tatives at lar~e to the 

1ominating Committee of the General Assembly at any time durinJ the 
first meeting day . The Nominating ommittee shall r8port Ate 
General Assembly the names fall nominees for b llotinc, wj_th its 
re...!ommenda ions. 

(e) At the meeting of the General Assembly at w ... _i.!h these B~
Laws shal1: be adopted , o e-half of the members 01 the Exe 1_uti ve 
Board shall be elel,;ted for two -..-ears , and one-half for four -rear"' . 
Subsequently, at eaeh meeti g of the General Assembly, one-h lf of' 
the Executive Board members, to su~-:!ced those whose terms h Jex 
pired, shall be elP.~ted for a term of four years. 

(f) Vacan~ies c used by death or resi ation shall be fill 
by the Exe .... uti ve Board for a period las ti . until the next meeti.n 
of the GPneral Assembl, at whit!h time e ne ral Assembly sha11 
e le~t members to fill the unexpired term. Su~h va~a cies shall be 
filled from the ~onstituen~ies, if any, to whi~h the retired me hers 
w re a credited, on o nation from those constituen]ies . 

(g) No person shall be eligible to serve as a member of the 
Exe~utive Board, either ex offi~io or otherwise, unless he or sh J 
shall be a member of a ~onstitue t ~on Jreg tion of the U io of 
Ameri~ Hebrew o ~reg· tions, the wi~e of su~h a member, or the 
rabbi of su~h a con ~regatio . 

Se~tion 2 . The Exe~utive Board shall meet a leant twi_e a year a 
sui.!h time and pla,.!e as the President of the U ion shall d si at . 
Spe~ial meeti gs of he Executive Board shal be held n he writte 
reques of wenty of the members th reof or whe he Preside t sh 11 
so 0rder . Twenty-five mem ers of the Exe~utive Board shall consti
tute a quorum . The Ex 0utive Board shall be ex offie:o h tru tees 
of all pro er y b lon6i g to the Union . • 

Si=;\,;tion 3·. The Exe utive Board shall hav the powAr to el..,ct ... 0 

ho orary m mbership on he Execu ive Bo rd without the ri[ o vot, 
nu~h nersons whose long ad distinguished servi~es have meritP.d such 
co sider tion . However, at no time shall there be more ban fii 0 

ho or ry members on he Exe~utive Board . 

Section !~ . If the chairman of th ,arj_ou Commissions of th Unio 
shall not be selected from the membership of the Exe~utive Boar , 
they shall be~ome ex offi~io members thereof by v rtue f their 
selection . 
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Artivle 2 . ADMINISTRATIVE COM:~ITTEE 

Section 1 . The Administrative Committee of the Executive Bo~rd of 
the Union of American Hebrew Congregations shall consist of the 
President of the Union, the Chairman of the Executive Board, if 
there is one so elected, the Director of the Union, the presidents 
of the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, National Federa
tion of Temple Brotherhoods, and National Federation of Temple Youth, 
the President of the Hebrew Union College, the hairman 0f th , Board 
of Governors of the Hebrew Union College, and fifteen other memb8rs 
of the Executive Board appointed by the President and approved by 
the Executive Board . The Administrative Committee shall have and 
may exercise all the powers and functions of the Executive Board · n 
the interim between meetings of the Exe~utive Board, provided , how
ever, that all matters of general policy shall be de erminec by the 
Exe~uti ve Board or the General Assembly . The P1•esident of the Union 
shall be ex offi0io Chairman of the Administrative Committee nd th 
Administrative Se·•retary of the Union shall be ex officio Sel.!retary 
of the Administrative Committee . 

Se~tion 2 . Meetings of the Administrative Committee may be called 
at su~h time and place as may be determined by the President f he 
Union, or by a Vice-President in the absence of the President . 

Section 3 . The expense of the member•s o.,_ t e Adminj_strative Com
mittee in attendance at meetings thereof shall be borne by the Unio 

Articl 3. COUNCIL OF PRESIDEITS 

The presidents of the con regations affiliated with the Union shall 
meet as a council, either nationally or regionally, at the ~all of 
the President of the Union, at su~h time and place as e may desig
nate, but at least once every two years . The Councils all serve 
as an advisory body to the U ion and may present recommendatio s to 
the Exe\!utive Board of the Union. Report on the recomme dat'ions of 
the Couni.., il shall be made by the Executive Board either to a su...!
ceeding Gou cil or to the General Assembly of the Union, or both . 

Arti0le 4. THE DIREJTOR OF THE UNION 

The Dire~tor f the Union shall administer all the affairs of the 
Union . New projects recommended by him must receive the approval 
of the Administrative Committee or the Exe~utive Board before being 
put into effe~t . The Director shall be ex offi,:!io a member of all 
Boards, Commissions, nnd Committees of the Union. He sha 1 presen 
reports at periodic intervals to the Administrative ommittee and 
to the Executive Board of the Union, nd a report to the General 
Assembly at its regular meetin s . 

Arti,: le 5 . THE ADMI1 ISTRATIVE SECRCTARY 

ThA Admi istrativ Secretary, i addition to his duties as d part
ment head , shall act as Secretary of the General Assembly, of the 
Executive Board and of the Administrative Committee, and of commit
tees appointed by these bodies, as designated by the Dire0 tor . In 
his absence, an Assistant Secretary may be designated to act in his 
plal.!e . 
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Article 6. FISCAL YEAR 

The fiscal year shall begin on the first day of July of ea,::h year 
and end on the thirtieth day of June of the following year. 

Artj_ ~le 7 . FI rAECIAL EXAMJ.] ATIOl':S 

The books of the Union sh1ll b e audited at least n~e a y c 3r by a 
auditor or aud5tors ~boson by the Executive Boa rd . 

Arti1~ l e 8 . BUDGET CO ,1MITTEE 

At the regular semi-annual meeting of the Exe~utive Bo~rQ n ext pre
ceding the close of the fiscal year, a bud et shall be submi tPd . 
This budget shall be prepared in ample time and shal1 have bee 
passed upon by a Bud -et Committee of not less than five ~e mber <' o f 
the Exe ~utive Board appointed oy the President . The budce t an0 any 
additional monetary appropriatio s shall require an affirmqtive ate 
of a majority of the members of the Exeeutive Board pr-ese t a nd. 
voting at the meeting . The various CommJ_ss ions and the ff i li t e..:i 
and ouni!:_ls of the Union shall submit to the T ion on or b efore 
March 30 their estimates for the ~oming fiscal year, approved _y 
their respe~tive Boar•ds by major i ty vote . -r.;one of the Board s or 
institutions subsidiary to the Ex e _utive Board shall have authori r 

to spend money exc e ~t s provid~d in the Budget ad as spe~iii~ 11 
approved by the Exec tive Board. 

Arti\!le 9. ENDOWMErTS AND T UST FUNDS 

The Executive Board shall bie i lly appoint f i ve members thereof as 
a ,ommittee on E dowment and Trust Funds. Sai vommittee s1all b e 
vested with the custody and control (a) of all trust funds, mo. e y, 
seuurities, and trust property ot the Union, and (b) of allot er 
fu ds and se~urities of the Union i cludin those helc. for or rt:;
quiring tem_orary investm nt . Said ommittee shall have f ull _owe r 
and uthori ty to sell and dispose of all u ds and se.!uri tie a d 
trust property whi~h mB-y -~ome into its ha ds 3.S above pr ·) ide d n 
to invest and reinvest the proceeds thereof, a. c1 its ~hairma or 
vi~e-~hairma shall h~ve full authority to s gn ny and aJl t ra11s
fers, instruments, ~ d papers which may e ne~essary or r equi r e d, 
and to do so whenever he may be so empowered oy rPsolution of the 
Committee. Such power and authority sh3.ll be exert.=ised bv s a id Com
mittee by a vote of not less tha a majority of the whole Commi ttee . 
All s uri ties .!oming into the ·ustody and l.!ontrol of the ommi t ~ e 
shall be kept in a safe deposit box . 

Article 10 . DUES 

E .,1.! member ~ongregati of the Unio shall pay yeA.rl in o the 
treasury of the Union, either dire1.! tly or through ts individual 
members, an amou t equal to $3 . 00 per member . This shall con-
sidered mi imum dues and sh 11 not precluoe th raising of ~ddi
tional funds throu h individual subs.!riptions r otherwis t meet 
the budgetary needs of the Union . 
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Arti·le 11 . B IB: DEPO ITS 

All banks of depos:t for Union funds and all banks of d~nosit ~or 
revolvin funds for the various departments of the U ion shall be 

amed by the Exe..!utive Board or by the Administrative ommittee . 
Checks , drafts, and other instrume ts for the withdr I 1 of fu ds 
on the major a~counts shall bear such signature or signatures as 
may be determined from time to time b"'(r the Exe-.! 1ti ve Board or he 
Administrative Committee . 

Artil!le 12 . AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT GIFTS, ET,, . 

The President, the Chairman of the Exec.:utive Board, any Viee-Presl
dent , the Treasurer, the Director, or the Administrative ~-'e ;.!re ary 
of the Union shall be authorized to sign in the name and on be lf 
of the Union a re\.,eipt and/or release for any gift, le

0
aL!-r, bPquE'st, 

r devise re-eived from any donors, or from any exel!utors, ~dmi is
trators, trustees, or other fidu~iaries . 

Article 13 . REPRESE TTATIO; Irr THE GENERAL ASSE LY 

Section 1 . The representa ion 0f the membe ~ongregations i he 
General As embl .. shall be based on the number of perso s for whom 
the prescribed minimum dues are paid. Ea0h m ,mber ~ongre ation i 
good standing shall be entitled to two elegates and to ono. ddi
tio al delegate for each one hundred persons or major fraction 
there f for whom the pres~ribed min_mum dues are paid over ad above 
the first one hundred . 

Se~tion 2 . Ea0h ~ongr at on shall e entitled to an alter ate for 
ea h deleg te , who may exercise all the powers of the del gate 
durin the latter's absence. 

Se,_ tion 3 . Members of the Exe cu ti ve Bo 1.,d a d of the Board of 
Gover ors of the Hebreu U ion Col le ge , by virtue of, and du1·i ~ t e 
term of their offil!e, sh1.ll also be embers of the ener 1 Asse ly 
with all the privil ges of deleg 0 tes, in·ludi ~ the r ght to vote 
and the right to offi~e . These accitional members of the General 
Assembly shall not prejudi~ the ri,ht of the o re atio s of 
whil~h the are members to ap oint as mn.ny deleG~tes as t ... , m mbAr-
hip of such ~on~re.ations would entitle them to, provided th t .ach 

deleJate shall have only one vote . Honorary members of the above 
named Board shall be co sidered ho orary memb rs of the G8 ... er~l As
sembly ut without the privilege of voti g or ele~tion to offi~e, 
other tha honorary, unless duly eleJted as delegat s b a ~o, re
gation belo gin to the Uni n . 

Arti~le 14 . BOARD OF GOVERN R OF THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

Se tion 1 . Thirt~ mem ers, in addition to the President of th 
Hebrew Union vollege, shall 00n titute the Board of Truste s (know 
as the Board of Governors) of h8 Hebrew Union Colle e . Iii t e 
members shall be ele~ted he Exe~utive Bo rd of t:e Unio, a 
six shall be ele~ted b the Alumni A sovi ion of the H brew Unio 
College , and five shall be el cted as Trustees at L rge by the 
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Central Conferen~e of Ameri~an Rabbis from among its membership . 
Members of the Board of Governors shall be elected biennially fo a 
period of four years and shall serve until their successors are 
ele~ted and qualified . 

Se tion 2 . Any va0an(!y o-~...:un:i g on the Board OJ. Governors shall be 
filled by the Body by which the retiring member was elected. . Honor
ary Trustees may be amed by the Board of Governors . 

Se\jtion 3 . The President of the Union , the Dire0tor of the Unio~, 
and the Chairman of the Executive Board shall be ele~ted o the 
Board of the Governors as part of the nineteen members whit.!h the 
Exe~uti ve Board elel.!ts . The quota of the Union sh:i.11 be ele·~t ,d at 
the regular semi - annual meeting of the Exe~utive Board, for terms 
of offi~e to begin on January 1 following . 

Artil'.!le 15 . -ATIO rAL AFFILIATES 

Se\jtion 1 . At the date of the adoption of these By- Ln.ws, there 
exist the f llowing :ational Affiliates spo sored b~ the Union of 
Ameri~an Hebrew Congregations : 

• 
Jational ~ederation of Temple Sisterhoods 
National Pederatj_on of Terr:ple Brotherhoods 
-ational Fed ration of Templ You h. 

The primary purpose o these iational fffliates and those whit!h ma, 
be hereafter created ad spon ored by the Union shall be to stren3 h
en the Union and to serve the ~a se of e~ rm Judaism. Each Fa-
tional Affiliate ma nact rules and r l tions for dminis ra-
tion of its affairs not inuonsistent with this onstitut~o of h 
Union nor with any det=ision of t ... _e Biennial Coun..!il of the Unio . 

Section 2 . The President and the Dire tor of the Union shall be ex 
offi•.!io members of the Exe "Uti ve Boar»d of ea.eh a· 'filia te . 

se~tion 3 . The Exe uti e Se!re ary or the Director o e ~h 'atio al 
Affiliate shall be member of the s ta.ff of the Union of whL.:h the 
Dire._tor of' the Union shall bet e .!hairma . u · h Executive SJ ·re
tary or Dire~tor shall be ele~ted by the Ex ...:utive Board of th a
tional Affilia e after ~onsultation with the Exe\jutive Board or the 
President of the Union . 

S 'tion 4. Each -ati al Affiliates.all submit its udget to the 
Budget Committee of the Unio for the approval of those amou ts to 
be appropriated by the Unio for that Affil ate . 

Sevtion 5 . No ational Afriliate shall adopt any resolutio on 
matter of ge er 1 public interest or inst ute a y ew poli~y r 
initiate any proje~t without consultatio with the Presiden or Di
rel!tor of the Uni n, or their desig ated representatlves . 

Section 6 . I the event that mutually satisf ctor eonclusions can
not be reached as a result of the above consultations , sunh ma ters 
shall be referred for decislon to a ~ommittee of five , t,;-10 of whom 
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shall be appointed b- the President of the Union, two by thP resi 
dent of the respective Affiliate , and the four so appointed shall 
sele~t the fifth member from the Exe-..utive Board of the Unio, who 
shall act as an impartial arbitrator . 

Se~tion 7. The fore 0 oing principles , appropriatel 
shall be int~orporated into the o sti tution of eai.!h 
ate created . 

paraphrasect , 
at i o 1 Af .L i 1 i -

Arti~le 16 . COUNCILS OF THE UNION 

The Union shall continue to have the power to stablish Co nc ils of 
the Union, upon a regional or a lo~~l basis, or upo su!h othe1 
basis as the Uni.on may from tirr:e to time determj_ne . At the tim . of 
the adoption of these By- Laws, two such Coun~ils exist, the I·.ew Y,-.,r_ 
Council of the Union of American Hebrew ongreb'ltio s, .d the Ghi 
.... a o Coun..!il of the Union of Ameril.!an Hebrew Congregations . The 
ultimate goal of these Coun~ils and those whieh may be hereafter 
established is the further strengtheni g of the Unio , ~nd n order 
to brin.) about l!omplete int gre.tion betwee _ the Unio and its 
Coun0ils, the followi g princi~l s governi& heir r latio ship ar 
established : 

(a) The Preside t nd Dire~tor o~ the Union s~all b ex 
officio members of t e Ex ,..!U i ve C mmi ttee of e \,;h ou '!i 1 . 

(b) The Executive omrnittee of ,, .!_ ,ouncil shall, wit the 
approval of the Exe ~ tie Board or th r sident of the Unio, 
point an Exe~uti ve D ... e,, tor d t.v~h other offl•..!ers or a ,e s as 
it shall determ ne. 11 su,,h professio al person el hall be under 
the c ntrol f the Unio, and th ir salari s shall be fixed ~nd p id 
by the Union . 

( 1..!) Jo Cou 1.!il shall adopt a '" resolutio on a ma ter nf 
eneral publi,.! interest, or i :::. i te ny new oli_y r pro,10 !t with

out the authorit~ of the Executive Bo r~, the Preside t, or the Di
re~tor nf tho Unio . 

( d) 
the ud..) 
provided 
shall be 

The expe ditures of ou cils h 11 be i ~~ordhn~e w~ h 
t dopted b th Exe~utive Bo~rd of the Union i th6 m nn r 
in these By-L w . All u ds •~olle(!ted by such ..,ou 0ils 
remitted to the Union . 

(e) The fore oin - prin~iples, appropriately araphr~ e , shall 
be incorporated into the onst · tution or other basi law of ea~h 
Gouncil now or here ft~r ~reated . 

Arti0le 17 . DI STRIBUT O T o-i 

OMMI ION ON 
THE GAZI E OF THE 

OGUE A TIVITIEo 

Out f th dues paid by e ~h •·o .re ,. tion into he treasury of the 
U ion, the same ~o sisti of. 3 . 00 per member nd pplyin esp ci 1-
ly t the dues a.id b the l.!ongre tion for the mem ers of the 0Mrd 
of Trustees of the ~o greg tio , t ere shall be et as de tw ty-
fiv cents for ah mem er of a Board of Trustees nd other me bers 
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designated, the same to apply as a subscription price for the aga
zine of the Commission on Synagogue Activities , published by the 
Union . 

Article 18 . PROCEDURE AT MEETINGS OF TrlE GENERAL ASSE LY 

Se tion 1 . The President of the Union shall call the delegates to 
the General Assembly to order and ask for the electio of a tempo 
rary Chairman and a temporary se , retary . When these are elected, 
the temporary Chairman shall ap:?oi ta Connnj_ttee on vrecentials and 
a Committee on Permanent Organization . After a report f the Com
mittee on Credentials shs.11 have been adopted , the Gener•al As:--cm l.,r 
shr-tll onsider the report of the Committee on Permanent Orr_;a.nizat1on 
and shall ele~t sueh offi~ers of the General Assembly as it deems 
proper . Unless otherwise ordered by the General Assembly, the 
President of the General Assembly shall then appoint su~h ~ommittees 
as he shall deem necessary, and shall without debate ref r to them 
the reports of the several offi ~ers and boards and of the ~ommittees 
previously appointed, in such manner as he may deem advisable . He 
shall also appoint su~h other ~ommittees as the General Assembly 
durin its session may order. 

Section 2 . The General Assembly, at its first meeting, shall speci
fy the latest time at which resolut·ons 1a be proposed by th del -
gates . All such resolutions must be in writing , and shall be read 
to the General AssemblJ and referred to the Committee onPesolutions . 
Whe the Committee n Resol tions shall report to the General As
sembly, motion to adopt the report sh 11 be in order . If t_e res
olution as originally proposed was hanged or modified b th Jom
mitte on Resolutio s, and if the motion to adopt the re-ort of the 
C0mmittee on Resolutions be reje~ted, any delegate may move to re
eall the resolution as originally proposed from considera ion of the 
Committee on Resolutions, and if said motion be c rried, the said 
ori j_nal resolution may then be ~onsidered by the GenerP.l Assembly . 

Section 3 . A motion to adopt a resolution relating to oi>dinary 
matters , or con ,erning the internal affairs and business oft e 
Union, shall r quire for its adoption the affirmat.i.ve 10 e of a 
majority of the dele ates present ad voti g . 

Section 4 . A motion to dopt a r solution upon 9r1 extraordi ary 
matter, or purporting to express the views r sentiments of the 
Union or its ~onstituents upon a q 1estion not dir ctly affe~ting 
the conduct of he ffairs of the Union or its ~o stituents , shall 
require for its adoption the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the 
delegate present and voting . 

Section 5. Exeept s otherwise provided herein , meetin~s of the 
General Assembly shall be onduc ted in ccordance with the ethod' 
and practices set forth in Robert ' s Rules of Order . 

Article 19 . COG EGATIONAL AUTONOMY 

Nothing contained in this Constitution and these By- Laws sh 11 
perate to interfere in any manner whatsoever with the mode of wor -
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ship , the school , or any of the other congregational activ_ties of 
the constituent congregations of the Union . 

rtii.!le 20 . AMENDMENTS 

These By- Laws may be amended by a vote of two - thirds of the members 
present and votin5 at any meetinc of the Exe~utive Board, provided 
written notice of pronose d ~hanges h~s been given to ea~h membe r of 
the Executive Board not less than th~rty days in adva ~e, orb 
two - thirds vote of the members present and voting at an~ me eting of 
t e General Assembly, provided that the proposed amendments 111 lay 

ver at least twenty- four hours after it is presented to the General 
Assembly . 
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·MORAIDU for : Dr . Sol mon B. Freehof , Chairman 
Foundation Fund Campaign 

SlJEJECT: 

Dr . H. B. Weiss, Chairman 
H. U. C. Board of Governors 

Dr . Julian Morgenstern , Pres_dent 
Hebrew Unio College 

The Hebrew Union Colle e Foundation Fund Campaign 

by Samuel Wohl, Chairm·n 
. U. C. Planning Committee 

AIM : T RAISE THE AMOUNT OF FIVE MILLION DOLLARS . 

PURPOSE: 1) to establish required reserves for the College . 

PL 

2) for the Graduate School tat will train men for pro
fessorships i Jewish history and literature, to be 
maintained i various U iversities . 

3) for Fellowships in Judai~ studies for leaders in 
~ommunity service. 

4) for Fellowships to ord i ed hr stian mi isters to 
pursue a ~ourse in Judaism at t e Hebrew Union nll ge . 

5) for the establishment of a olle~e in Jewish Eduaatio _ 
and Psr~hol gy for speci lize. trainin in the Pastoral 
Ministr, social ageney ~ unselors , group dire~tion 
and religious edu~ation in Jew York City . 

The Plan must be flexible to be readily adaptea to the 
opportunities of ea0h 1.!ommuni ty . 

I . EACH ALU i1NUS DO? 

a . Pr8pare list of possible , ivers . 

b . 

d . 

e . 

Name the one, twe> or several men who need vpe ,.!ial 
h ndling in order that t ey may b ~ome interest d 
i the giving of lar e sums . 

Fi d out who, among his ~o ~regants owns rivate 
corpora ions, and if iorporate gift or trust 
gift may be obt ined . 

ProcAed to sele~t from amon members of I . U.C . 
tional Coun0il a "rating'' committee that will 

su est total amount obtai able in community a f 
approximate giving by individual~ ntri tors . 

ourvey of sm 11 n ighboring ommunit es; list the 
one or two or several prospects , and advise how 
they should be approached . 

• 
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II . HOW T0 GO ABOUT IP EACH COMMUNITY . 

III . 

a . The lumnus, to ether with all or s~me member of 
H . U. C. ational Council , shall rr _ge a sm~ll 
din1:.er meeting, limited to fiftePn or twe ty key 
people (among them , possible largest givers) in 
h nor of the Preside t of the CollegA, t~e hairman 
of the H . U. C. Foundation Fund, a distingui shed 
Alumnus or pr minent nati nal lay leade r w_o would 
address them, ~ unsel with hem and persuade them 
to constitute th'3mselves into he .~ampaig board . 

b . This should be followed in larger~ mmunities by 
an init:tal - gifts dinner that will bring tog~ther 
all who may be expected ogive $1000 or more . 

c . The A. ove shall be a public event a d, where ve r 
possible, be linked with the 70th Anniversary of 
the allege, ~alled by sponsori g com ittee ad 
rabbis to be onored on that oc\!asion with pr sen -
tion of niversary medal (appropriate ritual) . 
A~ademi..! leader in ~ommunity and outstandin J ll l i -: 
figure may be invited, if that will dd o pre sti,e 
of t e eve t . 

d . I som ~ommunities, it may be p ssible fr ra is 
to obt . in attendance if he h'.ould i vi te t!ongrer. 

a . 

t he his personal gue ts at a diner in lo or nf 
he Annivernary of his Alma Mater (expenses m·y bP. 

met b-y a. fe friends whom he takes i o i ,.: o .fi-
denl.!e J. The presentation of the medal b,,- d -: sj :,-
nated person authorized by the Hebrew Union ,olle ~~ 

\ffiO WILL ? 

A .,rolp of distin uis ed alu i wh will be sked 
t0 make a defi i te allotment of ti e for the ur-
pose of visi_ting a number of \.! mmunitiAs . 

The Preside of the 0llege . 

c . The airm r oft e Board of G v r ors . 

d . The ,hairma of ~he F undatio Fu d Campai • 

e . T!1e mem ers of the l!ulty . 

f . Distin uished lay 1 aders ad offi~er~ ft ~ 

.1ampaign . 

IV . THE HAIRMA1 OF THE H . . 

~ - Will sele~t th first te communities and address 
sm 11 di ers of key people in a cordanee with 
immedia e possibility for funds . 
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b . An H , U. C . F'oundation Day will take plal.!e in P tts
burgh t0 whi0h a group of national leaders will e 
invited . 

1) Area lay leaders, national ~oun0il members and 
alumni of region . 

c . The day's prog am will ~onsist of 

1) A great service on Sunday morning 

2) Inspirational addresses at luncheo 

3) Committee sessions on planni g national, re 
gional and local campaig slater in the after 
noon 

4) I augural of 0hairman at publi~ dinner in the 
evening . 

It is hoped hat Pittsburgh ~ommunity will be ready to 
make important announ~ement and regional represen a 
tives may pledge ~on~rete results . 

V. Area conf ren·es tllat will j_n~lud-3 alumni, ;i . U .. 
~tional oun~il mem es and deleg tes ~hosen by r bbi~ 

may be held in other 0ent 1·· of the l!ountry nc Pitts
urgh plan ay b followed with modifi ~ati ons. 

VI . SPECIAL EVE TS FOR NEW YORK CITY 

a . Planning Board to be formed b 
0hairmen of the Campain . 

ew York asso•.!iate 

b. Several dinner groups sponsored by honorar alumni 
of the Colle e . 

0 . aldorf-Astoria dinner sponsored by all ew York 
Alwnni in honor of Gov . Lehman, Dr . Mor enstern, 
Judge Rosenman, etc . 
Go· 1 - a thousand in attend nee, c o tri uting a 
thousand and up per plate including those who will 
have given large sums t the sm 11 dinners, and 
guests whom they, in turn, will invite who may 001 

tribute the abov sum . 



l8111J1J.r'j 101 1946 

Union ot .&merioan Bebre Oongreg tiona 
S4 eat 6t-h Street 
Oinoinn t1 2, Obio 

Dear Priendaa 

I read 1n • 'Liberal ludai n that the Heb Union 
Oolles• and the. u ion h ve is ed 1111 bum ot reoord-
inl• of J niab ·wua._.,o. I that ~ """IL.I& aend a 
aet, and a blll, which I will pqri rec pt ot the 
reoorda. 

Moat oordially ycure, 

AHSaGll 



THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

JAnUAry 15, 1~40 

Dr. ~bbP H. Silver 
The Temple 
L. lUbtt Pt nsel Hord 
Clevel ~nd, Ohio 

De~r Abb&: 

The Bi~nnuAl Council of the Union of \m.ericpn -ebrew 
Congreg~tions will be held in CincinnAti, ~Prch ~-o . 
SeverRl hundred people pre expected to be present AS 
ctelegptes. s you know, we ~re now mpking prrpnge
men ts in VAr1ous communities 1·or o r l!'o dAtion ]tuna. 

should like person~lly to invite some key people 
in the country to remAin over !'or AD.other evening in 
Cinc1nnAt1 ( ·eanesdRY evening, t ~rch tit), so thpt 
r might discuss 1th them the needs ot' the college 
And the progrAm ~r the expAnsion of our services . 

''Till you be good enough to Prr~nge with the president 
of your congregAtion to hAve one or to peo le of your 
congregAtion who pre most influenciAl be Pppointed 
,=mong the delegAtes? Let me hAve their nAmes And Add
resses ~s promptly AS possible so thAt I may invite 
them to h~ve dinner with me on th~t evening. You 
understAnd thAt this mAtter must be tre~ted confiden
ti~lly. This invit~tion is designed for only~ limi
ted group of people whom e w~nt to do some signifi
c~nt ~hings for our CAuse. 

'Tith ~11 good wishes, I ~m 

~ver faithfully yours, 
r 

JM:w FRES D 1.r 
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1anU81'7 18, 1946 

r. Robert P. Goldman 
Chairman, Program Committee ~9th Counoil 
The Union ot American Hebrew Con egations 
S4 est 6t.h Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

fq' dear Mr. Qoldmana 

Per: t me to thank you tor your letter ot .J'B11U&17 18, 
and £or the invi tion oh 7ou extend to •• to 
speak at the Ban et or th Oounoll of the Onion of 
Allerioan Bebr Conue tiona on Tu sdq even1n1, 
Ila.rah s. I v ey. pleas to c t your invitation. 

Hoping that the Council or the Onion 1 be very 
sucoesatul, d "1th all od wishes, I rema1n, 

Kost cordially yours, 

JBSaOR 



OFFICERS 

ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
Pr•siderat 

HARRY N. GOTTLIEB 
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN 
JACOB W. MACK 
EUGENE B. STRASSBURGER 

Vice-Presidents 

HERBERT C. OETTINGER 
Treasurer 

RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH 
Director 

-¢r 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Honorar1 Members 

Marcua Aaron, Pittsburgh 
Simeon M. Johnson, Cincinnati 
Henry Morgenthau, New Tork 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltinlore 
A. L. Saltzstcin, Milwaukee 
Isidore Wisc, Hartford 

Lester D . Alexander, Toledo 
Jacob Aronson, N ew rork 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland 
Jcuc Cohen, Brookl:,n 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, San Francisco 
Gustave A. Efroymson, Indianapolis 
S. Mason Ehrman, Portland 
Mark Eisner, New 'l'ork 
Solomon Ebner, Hartford 
Irvin Fane, Kansas Cit:, 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, Hartford 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Irving S. Flonheim, Chicago 
Harry Freund, St. Louis 
Lee M. Friedman, Boston 
Robert P. Goldman, Cinci11nati 
Harry N. Gottlieb, Chica10 
Joseph J. Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Edgar N. Greenebaum, Cliica10 
Frederick F. Greenman, New 1·ork 
Harry C. Grouman, Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, Columbus 
Mn. Hugo Hartmann, Winnetka 
Dr. S.S. Hollender, Clticazo 
Lester A. Jaffe, Ci,.cinnati 
David F. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincinnati 
Eldon S. Lazarus, New Orleans 
Oscar M. Lucus, New 'l'ork 
Jacob W. Mack, Cincin11ati 
Rabbi Louis L. Mann, Chica10 
lrvi11& S. Meuler, Los An1el•s 
Melvin S. Meyen, Louisuill• 
Philip Meyers, Ci,.cinnati 
James IL Miller, Cleveland 
Rabbi Jillian Morgenstern, Cincinnati 
Herbert C . Oettinser, Cincinnali 
1heodore D. Pe)'ler, Washi,.1ton, D. C. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincinnali 
Gilbert Sanden, T ri,.idtUl, Colo. 
Bernard G. Sang, Cltico10 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleu.Zand 
Archibald Silverman, Prouideflce 
Eugene B. St.raubUC1Jer, Pi111bur1h 
Aaron Straus, Boltimor• 
Roger W. Straus, N•w rork 
Lewis L. Stra1111. New 'l'ork 
Frank L. Weil, New 2·ork 
H. Hiram Weisbers, S:,riutu• 
Dr. Hiram B. Weiu, Cincinnati 
Sidney N. Weitz, Clevelond 
Melville S. Welt, Detroit 
Herman Wile, Buflolo 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, New 'l'ork 
Abe Wurzburg, Memphis 
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RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON 
.Adminislraliue Se'1etor:, 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 
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THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBRE"V\iT CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

•ATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

.'34 WEST SIXTH STREET CINCIN ATI 2, OHIO PHONE P Ark.wa 7.'345 

January 16 , 1946 

Rabbi Abba .illel Silv r , 
c/ 0 The TemplA, 
E . 105th at Ansel Road , 
Cl eveland , Ohio . 

.y de r . abbi Silver : 

.:. lease o ext nd to ou on behalf of 
our Pro ·ram Comni ttee, our invi t t.ion to 
speak at t e Eanqu t at the next Council of 
t _~ e un·on on Larch 5 . e 10.e t h t ab i 
Leo ck will also spea{ on that oc cas en . 

J\ 

A oft · s attached· ereto . 
uinc we pl n ive c at on tot he . eform 
Jew:i.s Chaplains t t an quet, it is our h op 
that .ay ave rener 1 b i~enh ower make a rief 
addres~. At the res nt writin~ , hoi v r , , e 
do not know wh thor h e vii 11 come . 

··:e shall be v ry pleased to receive /Our 
acceptance . 

'li th kind ree tin c-s and lookir 6 forw rel 
to seei ~ vou in C ncinnati soon , I ,m 

RP : IS 

er y sine erely yo, ,rs , 

~r~ 
Cha rman, Pr o rm Conu~ tte . 
.,.9th Council , /\FC . 

39d,~ OF THE UNION 

CINCINNATI , OHIO , ~3- 6, /946 



UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
MERCHANTS BUILDING · CINCINNATI 

UJ7 

January 28. 1946 

Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein, President 
Rabbi A lron Opher, Assistant to the President 
Synagogue Council of America 
607 W. 161st Street 
New York 32, N.Y. 

Dear Friends: 

Althouf:,h I had hoped that after our many discussions and 
conferences we had reached some very definite agreem t regard ing 
the scope of the Synagogue Council, it appears frora r ur let Ler of 
January 18, 1946, that those responsible for the pr s nt policies 
of the Synagogue Council are proceeding in complete ·ndifference 
to the policies in which I thought we had 
ring t o the sugges t ion that :•the Synagogu 

I a,n ref er-
s been. asked 
le t ins and to 

of American 
ace, by ,o·n ha s the 
particula ~unction; 

st when sue a project 

to constitute a clearing house for co 
serve as an information center on t 
Jewry. 11 I should 111:e to a s!c, in 
Synagogue Council been as~ed to 
secondly, I should like to inqu 
was officially sanctioned by the 
Council's constituent s; ~~~- dly 
~o this particular pr g 
gogue Council and be 
the part of t he S~;na .• e C ounc 
been for decades pas e respo 
consliLuents respon lities 
s a t i s fa c i:; • ..,,__,....,._...u cha . 

res elves of the Syna gogue 
sh to fcP-Cord my objection 

end the scope of the ~yna
of a seemin3 inten t ion on 
ne funct ions that have 

ilit of at leas t some of ! Ls 
to my L:now led 6e have oeen very 

I iew of this ~ .......... ~ initiation of new 9rojects without 
proper uthorizatio with an apparent indifference to the al-
ready !sting func ons of the members of the Synagogue Council, 
I don see how w an proceed to give our assent to the projected 
budget the Sy gue Council, for it seems quite obvious to me 
thn c wha ~- and the other constituents are being as1-::ed to 
finance is ~~'flcreasingly functional organization that is in many 
respects seeking to tackle work for which the Union itself is 
raising funds. However, at all events, your proposed budge t will 
have to be submitted to our next meeting o~ the Executive Board, 
which will take place immediately prior to our Biennial Council. 

Alt~ou~h I suppose that this letter will be inLerpre t ed as 
another instance of our alleged 11 obscructionism," in my judgment 
~he project suggested in your letter of January 18 fully justifies 
the above reaction. 

Yours most sincerely, 

(Signed)Maurice N. Eisendrath 
MNE:IR Director 
Copies to: UAHC and CCAR Representatives to the Synago5ue 

Council of America. 
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• Abba Hillel ilvcr 
T e Temple 
E . 105th at Ansel Road 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dvar Dr . ' ilver : 

' 
After speaking v,ith you in Clevela d la t week re arding 
the wisdom of approachin6 Hobert Gries to assume an 
active part in our national can pai program, I had an 
o poorti.lility to discuss the same s~bje ct ,ith your prvs -
dent, didney ·.,eitz. Mr . reitz elt very definitely that 
it ~oul be a mis take to talk to .bO due to the latter ' s 
rather rouuh anct unpolished manner and the fact thi the 
had nevLr been a real con·rb tional worker or leader . 

I want you to know., and th s ls confldcntial , that 
Roger .. l. t aus has already advised me tl1a t l... 111 not 
continue as Uo.tivna1 Ca.r.1 ai Chairu an afte1· June 30th 
Vihic is en o the r se t iscal year. He ' a& aeld 
this 011'i ce for over two years an6. lrving S . F1lorsheim of 
Chico.6 0 nas een our ational 1re s er ring the rune 
period . Th s t 1.uo posit· on will th re ore e o pen and 
ie 11ave t e possibility of 0 etting arris Perlstl;.,in of 
l.Jetroit as .1. at~onal Chairm , but have o outstandine; 
candi ate for the position of iational Tre a surer . ould 
you care to make a sug5 e tlon , so,eone in your cor re 
gation 1ho you feel mi 1 ·ht very well ill this posi tlon 
advantageously. 

Lr . Heitz venture., the a.ea. that since ve are weak on the 
1
• • st Coast ., ·,e ou6ht to try t o ._,et a an l i ke .harry • ner 
vho is an a c tive 111em er of~ ar •af;nin ' s c n 0 r bo.t:on 
aB our Fa tional Chairman . His ~ ling • as that su ch a 
name \ ould c reo.te consi tera.tJle inter st and mi ~ht attr a ct 
support from many quarters whi ch had been e i ther dormant 
in recent years or clo sed a ltoLethe r to our appeal. 

Inasmuch as .L am leaving M.on a 
be vary l a ~py t o hear ·r om you 
time uring the next ten a s . 

JLL/ eh 
RELIGION IS OUR MOST CONST UCTI 

for ~ lnc innati, I wou l d 
at the n ion offi ce any 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Febru.a.rJ 21, 1946 

I was so very happy to have been able to be with you at 
Cleveland and to have had the privilege of fighting on one or 
two issues by your side. I feel gratified with the general re
sult of the meeting, and I look forward hopefully that the Bien
nial will share our viewpoint. 

First of all, let me thank you and Virginia so very much 
for your most gracious hospitality. Bo h Rosa and I enjoyed im
mensely being with you in your lovely home. I do hope that there 
may be a possibility of both of you getting here by Friday, the 
1st, so that we might in some small measure try to reciprocate, 
as this is the one free evening that we will have prior to the 
exciting days of the Biennial and it would be so very nice to have 
both of you for dinner. 

I talked with Mr. Rosenberg over long distance and suc
ceeded in persuading him to send out a letter sanewhat along the 
lines of our discussion. He demurred, however, concerning the 
mentioning of the CCAR, as he felt that this would co..Plicl, ~e 
issue. I feel that there still might be time for you to send a 
copy of the attached letter, in your own name, to the rabbis, and 
indicate specifically that such resolution as is beine circularized 
is contrary to the position taken by the CCAR and thus challenges 
the spiritual leadership of Reform Judaism • 

• Rosenberg also did not like the idea of stating speci
fically that the resolntion that is being circulated ran counter 
to the position of the Executive Board, as he felt that this was 
not fully justified. However, I think that I have adequately 
covered that difficulty in the opening sentence of the attached 
lotter which indicates that the position of the Executive Board 
is being submitted to the Biennial for ratification. It is obvious, 
therefore, that the resolutiin that is being distributed is a 
challenge to this position.J ~ W ~ ,-w4 ~ 

With warm personal greetings, I am, ~ ~ -~d,,_.. 
MNEzSG Yours most sincerely, /I ~ _ 
Enc 1. /j A.AA A A1 ~ ,,,,.,.4 

,..,,.,,,, -- _. - ( ~ ... 



I. EDWARD To KO 

SANGER DROTHERS 

DALLAS 2, TEXAS 

February 22, 1946 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS: 

Dear friends: 

In order to PRESERVE THE UNION as the laymens organization concerned with 
classic American Reform Judaism and charged with the responsibility of 
being its constant implementing force, I have urged you on several occasions 
during the past year to withdraw the Union's membership from the American 
Jewi sh Conference, because the Conference concerned itself with politics 
and not religious matters. For reasons best known to yourselves, you saw 
fit to postpone the matter until the forthcoming 39th Council of the Union. 

I feared that if vacillation ensued that the tenor of the 11 Bi-ennial 11 meet
ing might become acrimonious and now our Director, Rabbi Eisendrath, in his 
"comment" in the February issue of LIBERAL JUDAISM voices considerable con
cern about the temper of the convention meetings. He has been around the 
country and knows the pulse of the feelings of the various congregations 
and the membership and is justified in his deep concern about the tempo of 
the deliberations 

There~ too many things about the Union which its constituents can whole-
' heartedly agree upon to permit this issue to mar. The union is purely a 

religious organization, hose purpose is to aid and implement and further 
the cause of classic American Reform Judaism, and as such should not concern 
itself ~ith politics and those phases of politics which indicates a departure 
from its traditional stand compatible with classic American Reform Judaism 
of which it is the undisputed guardian and citadel. 

In order therefore to temper and minimize the possibility of rancor and 
rampant ill feeling at this 39th Council, I most respectfully suggest to 
your body that at your meeting on Saturday March 2nd, you unanimously 
vote the Union's withdrawal from the American Jewish Conference, so advise 
the Conference by wire and make this announcement at the opening of the 
convention on Sunday morning. This action will be hailed by all factions 
as "oil on the muddy" waters and you will have keynoted the convention's 
good feeling and orderly procedure that will auger well for a successful 
convention and further intrench the Union in its rightful place as the lay
men's organization of American Reform Judaism. 

In the interests of PRESERVING THE UNION and of peace, harmony and a conven
tion that should be marked by real forward looking accomplishments, I earn
estly solicit this affirmative statesmanlike action on your part. With 
cordial greetings, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 
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February 22, 1946 

Dear Friend: 

Ever since the position of the Executive Board of the Union 
with regard to certain controversial issues has been challenged 
in some quarters, we have promised that at the first Biennial 
Council such questions would be fully and freely discussed. By 
this time you have seen the program of the forthcoming Biem.iial 
and you have observed that we have faithfully carried out this 
pledge to the end that ample opportunity is being afforded for 
abundant discussion of these questions that have been at issue 
wi. thin our Union ranks during the past few years. 

It is to be regretted, therefore, that some of our members 
are being circularized at t • s t·~e, • st innnediately prior to our 
Biennial Council, ani are bein requested to si6n a petition com
mitting themselves in advance to one particular position: to a 
position which, accordin to the resolution for ·which such si gna
tures are being sought, would re ·re that " •.• while all mankind 
should find our doors open for wo ship, only those Jews who sub
scribe to these basic principles (as contained in the Pittsburgh 
Platform of 1885) should hereafter be admitted to membership in 
our American Reform Congregations; and that to strengthen and pre
serve our basic principles each rabbi, officer and trustee, prior 
to assuming the duties of his office, sho~ld be required to express 
his adherence to such principles." 

Inasmuch as all such questions, as well as whatever position 
our Executive Board has taken, are to be submitted to the Biennial 
Council for unlimited discussion, I feel justified in asking you 
or the delegates from your congregation to the Biennial Council to 
refrain from making any commitment in advance of the Council itself. 
I trust that instead all delegates will come to this most important 
meeting with an open mind and upon the basis of our deliberations 
there they will arrive at such conclusions as will insure the future 
unity and unhampered advance of our Reform Jewish movement, the 
well being of 'Which I know we seek in common. 

I a.m certain that I can rely upon you, in the spirit of fair 
play and genuine democratic procedure, to abide by this suggestion 
which is made in what I conceive to be the best interests of our 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

AR:SG 

Sincerely yours, 

a ~ 
A ph Rosenberg 

esident 
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February 22. 1946 

Dear Prienda 

Ev r ainoe the poai ti on of th Executive Board of the Union w1 th regard to certain oontroverai 1 1 u has been challenged in aome quarters,• have promised that at the first Biennial Council such qu~ ■tiona would be fully and fr~ ly discussed. By this ti e you h Ye s n the pro ram of th forthcominr; Bieru ial an you have ob,erv; that ha f 1 t ully carried out t da pledge to the en t pl opportunity i I bein ff orded ... or bundant diacuaaion o th e qua tiona th t ve been at i sue within our Union r nka durin t e pa. t f w years. 

It 1 refore, tl 11.t • • of our numbers are being oi j ti. edit ly prior to our Di mi l Co t d to gn petition com.-mi ttin th-~•v artioul r positiona to a position utio for iah suoh si -tur a re b ld re that"••• ile 11 mankind ahoul fin or pen fo ip, only thoa Jfl"ff who sub-scribe to thaa b aic prinoipl a s contain d in the Pittsburgh Platro oi' 1885) should r a£ r be admitted to omberahi in or ric ro Co r ton; t t to strengthen and pre-••rv• our baaio principlas each r bbl, officer n truatee. prior o aaimd. the uti•• or r.i a offic • should be required to expreaa h11 adherenoe to auch principl•••" 

Inasmuch a all auch que1tio , s w.11 • whatever poai tion our Executive Board ha• ta.ken, ar to be submitted to th• Biennial Council tor unlimited discussion, Itel juatitied in aaking you or the deleg ~•s tr your congregation to th• Biennial Counoil to refr in from making arr., oommi tment in advance or the Council 1 t1elf. I truat that instead all eleg tea will o e to thi • mo t important etine with n op n mind and upon ~ baaia of our deliberationa ther they will arri at such co oluaiona a.a will inaure the future unity and unhampere advance at our Reto Jniah ove:nent. the well b in of 11hi eh I know we aeek in common. 

I am certain that I can rely u on you, i the pirit of fair play and enuine d ooratio prooedure, to bide by this suggeation which ia zm,.de in what I conceive to be the beat interest■ ot our Union of Amerioan Hebrew Congreiationa. 

ARaSG 

Sincerely your•• 

39~ A31~}EJ1Ajl•98 rf H E u I o N 
~t 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, ~3-6, /946 



I. EDWARD TONKON 
SANGER BROTHERS 

DALLAS 2, TEXAS 

COPY of reply to Mr.- Rosenberg's air mail letter dated February 22, 1946 

AIR MAIL 
February 23, 1946 

Mr. Adolph Rosenberg, President 
The Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 
34 West Sixth Street, 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

My dear Otto: 

With all our back and forth correspondence during the year, you kno : 
my great hope is the PRESERVATION OF THE UNION and a decorum at the 
39th Biennial that ould result in s ome for ·ard looking accomplishments. 
For that reason I am terribly sorry that you saw f it to send out the 
letter dated February 22nd, copy of which I received today by air mail . 

In the first instance those "basic principles" agreed upon by a group 
of people interested in preserving classic American Reform Judaism, ,ere 
not representing any Congregations per se. I was at the meeting and 
I know that the men and women in attendance came there because they are 
concerned about what is happening to American Reform Judaism and the 
meeting was used as a clearing house of thought on t he subject u It was 
not possible for many others invited to attend and so they were sent 
the results of the meeting and asked to sign the "basic principles" if 
they so desired. Surely in this democratic country that just finished 
a war in which among the four freedoms it was fighting to preserve ~as 
"Freedom of Worship", people have a right to sit down and talk over what 
they understand their religion to be. They are even entitled to draw up 
"principles" if they so chose. Other religions have them u Even the 
orthodox and the Convervatives now have them. As a matter of fact I am 
reliably advised that some 200 Conservative Synagogues in this country 
now require as a prerequisite for membership and adherence to the tenents 
of Political Zionism. So surely you cannot find fault with a group of 
people getting together and drawing up "principles of faith" regardless 
of whether you agree or disagree with them. 

The group which met and drew up these "basic principles" did not have in 
contemplation introducing them at the Union's meeting. They felt this 
was something for individuals and individual congregations. Now however 
that you sent your letter I am wondering what reactions we may now have. 
To me it seems to issue a challenge where no challenge existed. 

As I wrote to you and all the officers and members of the Union board 
on yesterday, there is much on which all of us can and do agree than to 
inject extraneous techniques that may thwart an otherwise possible 
peaceful and successful Biennial. 
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After all, my dear Otto, the issue i.s not too intricate. You and I kno 
that the Union in several respects ;n tne past fev. years, has acted for 
its constituents in a manner that definitely (so declared y Raob1 
Eisendrath) indicates that it has veered from its traditional moorings 
of classic American Reform Judaismv There are those within the Union 
ho deprecate this course, v.ho have no quarrel i t,h t ose who wish to 

dilute so-called "Classic American Reform Judaism" but ho i h commend
able tenacity wish to retain thei concept of "Reform", including worship, 
ritual, etcetra without being overwhelmed by th~ desires of gr oups who 
while entitled to their point of view on t ese matters , should not un
willingly impose them on those who do not care to dilute and vacuate 
classic American Reform Judaism o That in an snell is the ause of 
the hue and cryo 

The group that seek to retain t he elements of classi Reform are vir 
tually those who foumed and uilt the U ·on o bet e laymen's organi-
zation for implementing sch Reform he do not at to liquidate i 
nor have it taken over by the group who rega dle s of theJr sincerity, 
which I do not question, seek t o make of Re om omeni ng other than 
what it was intended. If those o seek t o a·1ute ·and change Re orm 
from what it as originally intended, then t1ey have t he free and un
disputed Ameri an right to do so by wi hdra 1ing from t e ac epted or
ganization of classic American Reform Judaism, namely The Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations, but they should not 1take-over 11 hat 
which never was theirs in the first instance o It is .ith t e many 
facets of this approach over these past few years, thQt the group you 
refer to, objects, deprecates and seeks to avo·d, in order to PRESERVE 
THE UNIONu 

I am not unmindful th't the pressure on you and the o,her adm"nistrative 
officers has been terrific and your position nas not ne essarily een 
an enviable one. On the other hand the hurge and he du y · s clea 
as crystal and it is because of that, that wro~e all of you on yester
day again asking you at your board meeting nex Saturday m t to take 
swnmary action in voting to withdraw f om t e Ameri an Je dsh Conference, 
as an expression of good faith and to keynote an orderly pea eful, ar
monious and successful conventiono I pray that the wisdom of such action 
will manifest itself to you, the off'cers and the members of the board. 

With warmest g eet·ngs and looking for ard to see·ng you, I am 

Very s·ncerely yours, 

s·gned) I o EDWARD TONK.ON 

cc- Dru Maurl e Eisendrath .. 
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PROGR 111 - 39th COUNCIL, U. A .. I.C . 
Cincinnati, arcq 3 - 6, 1946 

THE OF CONVENTION : THE FUTURE OF REFORM JUDAIS IN AMERICA 

Sunday Morning - March 3 , 1946 

FOR oPENI ·a oF cor 1CIL 

1. Invocation 

2 . Appointment of Committees 
a) On Credentials 
b) On Permanent Organization 

3. Greetings 

4. Reports of Committees 
a) On Credentials 
b) On Permanent Organization 

5 . FRESE TATIOT OP PRESIDE TT 39th COUNCIL 

6. Appointment of Council Committees 
al On Resolutions 
b On om·nations for Executive Board 
c On Time and Pl ce of ext Council 
d On Th n s 

Sunday Noon - Brief Reli ious Service (Chaplains officiatin} 

Sunday Afternoon - Joint Meetin~ 

1 . Brief Reports by 
al President of the Union 
b President of . F , T. S . 
c President of .F. T. B . 
d President of . F . T. Y. 

2 . Report by Director of the U on 

Report by Chairman of Board of Governo1•s, 

Sunday Evening - Town g - Emery Auditorium 

Policy and Pro ram of Reform Judaism 

Moderator: 

. u. 

Participants : Rabbi Joshua L. Liebm n, Boston 
Rabbi Irvin F' . Reichert, San Fran(!i co 
Mr. Isaac Heller, New Orle ns 

r , . M. Dannenbaum, Houston 

Questions 

• 
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Monday Morning - March 4, 1946 - Joint Meeting 

Opening Prayer: 
9:30 - 11:30 A.M. - Discussion of Union's Policy and 

Program 
11:30 A.M. - Resolution 

Monday Noon Luncheon Hotel Gibson 

Presiding: Judge Solomon Elsner, Hartford 
Religious Service: (Chaplain officiatin) 
Grace Before the Meal: 
Address: Rabbi Solomon B. Freehof, Pittsburgh 

Monday Afternoon - Business Session 

1. Revision of Constitution 

2. New Name for Union 

3. Resolutions (Partial Report) 

Monday Evening - Symposium 

THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE RETURNING SERVICE MEN A~D WO N 

Presiding: 

Participants: Chaplains and Laymen 

Discussion 

Monday Evening - 10:30 P.M. - Reception and Collation 

Tuesday Morning - March 5, 1946 - Business Session (Co~tinued) 

Opening Prayer: 

Discussion: Future Program of the Union 

Resolution (Partial Report) 

Tuesday Noon - Brief Religious Service (Chaplains officiatin) 

Tuesday Afternoon - Group Conferences - Hebrew Union Colleae 

1. Aft rnoon with President and the Director of 
the Union 

2. Afternoon with Congregat.onal Secretaries 

3, Afternoo with Finance Rep esentatives 



Tuesday Evening - Banquet 

Toastmaster: 
Grace Before Meal: 
Speakers: 

-5-

Citation to Reform Jewish Chaplains 
Benediction: 

Wednesday Morning March 6, 1946 Business Session 

Opening Prayer: 

b Nominations 

Reports of Council Committees 
al Resolutions 

c Time and Place of Next Council 
d Thanks 

Benediction: 
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Irvin Fane, Kansas Cit:, 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, Hartford 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Lee M. Friedman, Boston 
Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati 
I. E . Goldstein, St. Louis 
H.irry . Gottlieb, Chicago 
Edgar ' . Greenebaum, Chicago 
Frederick F. Greenman, New York 
Harry C. Grossman, Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M. Gup, Columbus 
Rabbi Jame G. Heller, Cincinnati 
Dr. S.S. Hollender, Chicago 
Le ter A. Jaffe, Cincinnati 
David f. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincinnati 
Haskell W. Kramer, Los .An.ides 
Eldon S. Lazarus, New Orlea,u 
Oscar M. Lazrus, New Tork 
Stuart G. Levy, Louisville 
Jacob W. Mack, Cincinnati 
James L. Magr h, Cincinnati 
Rabbi Loui, L. Mann, Chi,ago 
Irving S. Metzler, Los Angeles 
Philip Meyen, Cincinnati 
James H. Miller, Cleveland 
Henry Mon ky, Omaha 
Rabbi Julian Mprgenstern, Cincinnati 
l'heodore D. Peyser, Wasl,ington, D. C. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincinnati 
Mrs. Louia A. Rosctt, New Rochelle 
Gilbert Sanden, Trinidad, Culo. 
Max R. Schnyer, Chica.ro 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland 
Archibald Silverman, Providence 
Laurie T. Simonsky, Toronto 
Leonard H. Spring, New Tork 
Harry I. Stern, Philadelphia 
Eugene B. Str burger, Pittsburgh 
Roger W. Straw, New r ork 
Lewis L. Stra1111, New Tork 
l rael N. Thurman, New Tork 
Frank L. Weil, New Tork 
H. Hiram Weisberg, S1rocus, 
Dr. Hiram B. We.iss, Cincinnati 
Sidney N. Weitz, Cleveland 
Melville S. Welt, D,troil 
Abe Wurzburg, Memphis 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSO 
Administrative Secreto,, 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 

THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE SISTERHOODS 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

NATIO AL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH 

34 WEST SIXTH STREET 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

CINCINNATI 2, OHIO PHONE P Arkway 7345 

April 29, 1946 

In accordance with Article II of the By-Laws of our 
new Constitution adopted at our recent Biennial, refer
ring to the Administrative Committee, in addition to 
those serving ex officio, there are to be "fifteen other 
members of the Executive Board appointed by the Presi
dent and approved by the Executive Board.'' 

Since we will probably have no meeting of the Ex
ecutive Board before the Fall, and inasmuch as we would 
like to have a meeting of the Administrative Connnittee 
in the near future, I should like to have your approval, 
by mail, of the appointment of the following members of 
the Executive Board as members of the Administrative 
Committee: 

Gilbert S. Ades 
Aaron W. Davis 
Solomon Elsner 
Irvin Fane 
Robert P. Goldman 
Rabbi James G. Heller 
Lester A. Jaffe 

David F. Kahn 
Oscar M. Lazrus 
Philip Meyers 
Max R . Sehr ayer 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Harry I. Stern 
Melville S. Welt 

A card for your vote is enclosed herewith. 

With kind personal greetings, I 8Jl1 

Sincerely yours, 

AR:JA 
Ado ph Rosenberg 
President 

P.S. The ex officio members of the Administrative Com
mittee are the President and Vice-Presidents of the 
Union, the Director of the Union, the Presidents of 
the N.F.T.S., N.F.T.B. and N.F.T.Y., the President 
of the Hebrew Union College and the Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Hebrew Union College. 



(THISS DEO 

Dr. Abba H ilve~ 
The Temple 
E. 105th at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 
TI 



Dues Payment 

Be nning July 1, 1946, the Cincinnati office of 

the Combined Campaign will handle dues payments 

from the con regation affiliated with the UAHC. 

tatements will be issued q artery, and any corre

spon ence pertaining to thi matter should be ad

dressed to Jerome . Ley, a io l Finance Di

rector of the Campaign, 3 . st., Ci cinnati 

2~ Ohio. 

All members oft o econ ea ions whic ave p id 

t eir full three dollars e o pita dues are en-

titled to recei he mont ly ma azine, LIBERAL 

JUDAISM, published by the U.A.H C. It is t ere

sponsibili y of each congregation to see that the 

list of its membership is sent to Cincinnati. 



OFFICERS 

ADOLPH ROSENBERG 
Pre.cidenl 

JACOB ARONSO r 
FREDERICK F. GREENMAN 
DR. S.S. HOLLENDER 
JACOB W. MACK 
EUGENE B. STRASSBURGER 

Vice-Presidents 

DAVID F. KAHN 
TreaJurer 

RABBI MAURICE . EISENDRATH 
Director 

-tr 

EXEC Tl E llO.\RD 
Honorar:, J.lembers 

Marcus Aaron , Pittsbur[!h 
Simeon M. Johnson, Cincinnati 
Henry Morgenthau, New Tork 
Herbert C . Octtinger, Cincinnati 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimore 
A. L. Saltzstein, Milwauku 
Herman Wile, Buffalo 
liidorc Wisc, Hartford 

Gilbert S. Ades, Louisville 
Lester D. Alexander, Toledo 
D. J. Apte, Tampa 
Jacob Aronson, N ew rork 
Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner, Clevela,1d 
Jesse Cohen, BrooklJ·n 
Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer, Baltimore 
Aaron W. Davis, N , w Rochelle 
Lloyd W. Dinkelspiel, San Fran.cisco 
Gwtave A. Efroymson, lndianapofo 
S. Mason Ehrman, Portland 
Rabbi Maurice . Eisendrath, Cincinnati 
Solomon Ebner, Hartford 
Irvin Fane, Kansas City 
Rabbi Abraham J. Feldman, 1-larl/ord 
Fred F. Florence, Dallas 
Lee M. Friedman, Boston 
Robert P. Goldman, Cin cinnati 
I. E. Goldstein, St. L ouis 
Harry N. Gottlieb, Chica10 
Edgar N. Greenebaum, Chicago 
Frederick F. Greenman, New ra,k 
Harry C. Grossman, Detroit 
Rabbi Samuel M . Gup, Columbt,s 
Rabbi James G. Heller, Cincinnati 
Dr. S. S. Hollender, Chica,:a 
Lester A. Jaffe, Cincinnati 
David f. Kahn, Cin cinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, Cincinnati 
Haskell W. Kramer, Los Angeles 
Eldon S. Lazarus, N cw Orleans 
Oscar M. Lazrus, N w 'fo rk 
Stuart G. Levy, Jr., L o11isuille 
Jacob W. Mack, Cincinnati 
James L. Magri h, Cincinnati 
Rabbi Lows L. Mann, Chicago 
Philip Meyers, Cincinnati 
James H . Miller, Clevrland 
Henry Monsky, Omaha 
Rabbi Julian Mprgenstern, Cincinnati 
Theodore D. Peyer, Washington, D. C. 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincin11ati 
Mn. Louil A. Rosett, N ,w Rochelle 
Gilbert Sanden, Trinidad, Colo. 
Max R . Schraycr, Chica10 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland 
Arc-hibaJd Silverman, Providence 
Laurie T. Simonsky, Toronto 
Leonard H. Spring, ew Tork 
Harry I. Stem, Philadelphia 
Eugene B. Strauburger, Pittsbur1h 
Roger W. Straus, New Tork 
Lewis L . Strauss, New Tork 
lsrael N. Thurman, New r ork 
Frank L. Weil, New rork 
H . Hiram Weiabcrr, Syracuse 
Dr. Hiram B. Wei s, Cincinnati 
Sidney N. Weitz, Cleveland 
Melville S. Welt, Detroit 
Abe Wunburg, M mr,his 

RABBI LOUIS I. EGELSON 
Admi,aistrative Secreto,, 

RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 
Honorar1 Secretary 

•• 

THE UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBRE,v CONGREGATIONS 

THE HEBREW .NIO. r COLLEGE 

1 HE 'ATIOi'AL f 'EDERATI ~ OF TEMPLE SISTERHOOD 

THE ATJONAL FEDERATJO. OF TK\fPLE BROT HERHOODS 

. ATIO . • AL FEDERATI N J,' T DlPLE Ot:TH 

.';.-! WE. T , IXTH TRCET CIN .L NATI 2 . OIJJO PHO~ · P:\rkwav 734.5 

J uly 22 , 1946 

Dr. Abba H . 
The Temp le 
East 105t h 
Cleve l and , 

Silver 

at Anse 1 Road 
Ohio 

De ar Dr . Silve r: 

I had a lon distance call today from Alan Gr een 
of houston, Texas, ho was the r epl acement f or 
Rabbi Robert rahn w 1l e t he l att e r wa s in the 
chaplaincy . 

ow t ha. t Kahn has 
ought to ield th 

returned, 
congr l'.)"at 

Alan feels that he 
on to him. 

a.b'bi isendra.th 
reference to the 

to Alan Gr een with 
ation 1n Cl eve l and . 

a l ong d istance t a l k with hi m today and 

ad spoken 
new congre 

He had 
Rabbi Eisendra.th 
was i ntere s ted . 

just phoned me that Alan Green 

Pl ease let me know if he \\O u l d be accept able t o 
you . I woul d ap ~reciate your wiring me n ply . 

I am writina similarly t o Rabbi 

1th k nd re a.rds , I am 

r ickne r. 

Ve r y sinc erely yours, 

nist r at i ve Secretary 

LE : ffi 



Summary of Receipts From Congregations Having 300 Members or More. 

300 to 400 Members: 
22 Congregations 

400 to 500 Members: 
17 Congregations 

500 to 600 Members: 
12 Congregations 

600 to 700 Members: 
7 Congregations 

700 to 800 Members: 
13 Congregations 

800 to 900 Members: 
6 Congregations 

900 to 1000 Members: 
5 Congregations 

1000 and ever Members: 
11 Congre5ations 

93 Congregations 

Total Receipts from all 
Congregations 

The 93 Congregations of 300 
more members representing 

have given 

or 

P.!"esent 
Membership 

7101 

7519 

6477 

4472 

9594 

4968 

4582 

14755 
59,468 

80,000 

74.3% of the total 

1944-45 

$23,291.62 

30,113.28 

28,524.55 

11,167. 50 

33,506.40 

31,833.69 

10,651.56 

84,575.35 

$ 253,663.95 

$ 332,224.35 

membership 

76.3% 

1945-46 
7/1/45-4/30/46 

$25,843.28 

29,308.92 

21,027.93 

14,188.25 

29,778.55 

22,281.78 

13,781.89 

67,765.86 

$ 223,976.49 

$292,366.69 

Reported "Li
beral Judaism" 
Mailing List. 

4698 

6473 

3931 

1157 

4759 

3082 

3443 

11264 

38,807 

-

and about 30% of the Total Union 
Con regations. 

76.6% 
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Analysis of Receipts From Congregations Having 300 or More Membership 

Congregations 

300 to 400 
Atlantic City, N. J. 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston, Mass. (Sinai) 
Brooklyn, N. Y. (Beth Elohim) 
Brookl~n, N. Y. (Beth Emeth) 
Chicago, Ill. (Beth Israel) 
Chicago, Ill. (Wash. Blvd.) 
Hart ford, Conn. 
Jersey City, N. J. 
Little Rock, Ark. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
New Orleans, La. (Gates of Prayer) 
New York, N. Y. (Hebrew Tabernacle) 
Oakland, Cali.f. 
Omaha, Nebr. 
Philadelphia, Pa. (Temple Judea) 
Portland, Ore. 
St. Louis, Mo. (B'nai El) 
Shreveport, La. 
Syracus~, N. Y. 
Worcester, Mass. 

Present 
Membership 

300 
346 
300 
301 
302 
360 
325 
337 
316 
357 
352 
344 
300 
390 
314 
343 
378 
300 
308 
350 
350 

Mobile, Ala. (Special - Reports 
List over 300) 

"L • J • " 
128 

22 Congregations 7,101 

1944-45 

$ 687.00 
3,536.50 

165.00 
1,184.50 
1,179.00 

15.00 
205.00 

4,510.00 
457.00 

1,175.00 
1.,900.00 

550.00 
100.00 

1,038.00 
1,044.00 

329.50 
1,128.85 

150.00 
1.,500.00 
1.,098.47 

325.00 

81d.80 

$ 23.,291.62 

1945-46 
7/1/45-4/30/46 

$ 1,059.00 
2,444.00 

393.00 
1,614.50 
1,058.00 

709.00 
100.00 

3,130.00 
690.00 

1,125.00 
2,300.00 

618.75 
10.00 

1,092.50 
1,108.75 

363.00 
2,920.28 

150.00 
1,200.00 
2,132.50 

225.00 

800.00 

$25,843.28 

2 . 

Reported 11L1-
beral Judaism 11 

Mailing List 

360 
487 

340 
314 

405 

317 
475 

381 
279 

294 

332 
387 

327 

4,698 
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Ancl Tsis af Receip f:: From Congr gations Having 300 or '1or 1~1embersnip 

C ongrega ti ons 

400 to 500 
Akron, Ohio 
Albany, N.Y. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Chicago, Ill. (South Shore) 
Columbus, Ohio 
Dayton, Ohio 
Gr ea t I e c ~-- , N . 1 . 
Houston, Texas (Emanuel) 
Indianapolis, ] nd. 
Miami, Fla. 
r e w Haven, Co n . 
New Orleans, Le. (Toure) 
Providence, R.l. 
St.Paul, Minn. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Seattle, Wash. 
Toledo, Olio 

17 Congregations 

SOO to ,c.,o 
1 timo ·e, 1d. (Har Sinai) 

Brooklyn,N.Y. (Union Temple) 
Chicago, Ill. (Mizpah) 
Denver, Colo. 
Lawrence, N.Y. 
Louisville, Ky. (Adath Israel) 
ashville, Tenn. 

New rleans, L . (Sinai) 
ew Rochelle, I .Y. 

Rochester, H.Y. 
St.Louis, Mo. (T mple Israel) 
Toronto, Canada 

12 Congrega ions 

Present 
Membership 

457 
456 
446 
450 
460 
448 
443 
426 
414 
450 
452 
400 
400 
400 
476 
4 1 
450 

7,519 

515 
528 
501 
530 
550 
505 
564 
567 
515 
591 
578 
533 

6,471 

1944-45 
1945-46 

7/1/45-4/30/46 

$ 693.00 $ 
2,934.50 
1,500.00 

659.00 
1,600.00 
3,426.20 
1,685.45 

500. 0' 
1,757.00 
3,742.80 
3,81 .8.) 

1,470.50 
1,174.70 
1,162.5 
3,056.8 

932.0 

$ 30,113.28 $ 

$ 1,501.00 
2,538.00 

572.00 
1,675.00 
3,820.00 
2,764.25 
3,849.67 
3,260.00 
3,500.00 

875.00 
1,742.75 
2,426.88 

28,524.55 

2,600.50 
550.00 
875.00 

3,425.00 
2,053.00 
2,055.40 
1,000.00 
1,415.00 
3,029.40 
1,752.62 
1,905.0u 
1,060.10 

812 .50 
2,625.40 
3,050.00 
1,100.00 

29,308.92 

200.00 
1,269.00 

769.00 

2,780.00 
2,250.00 
2,468.33 
2,526.25 
4,665.00 
1,500.00 
1,246.45 
1,353.90 

21,027.93 

Reported "Li
beral Judaism" 
vlai ling List 

448 
549 

505 
304 
466 
562 
400 
536 
404 
406 
258 
502 
495 
403 
235 

6,473 

609 

617 
506 
498 
570 
599 

532 
3,931 
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Ar1alysis of Receipts From Congr gations Having 300 or 1ore Membership 4. 

C ongref.a ti ors 

GOO to 700 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Brookl:yn, N.Y.(Ahavath Sholem) 
Milwaukee, Wisc. 
New York, I .Y. (Central) 
New York,N.Y. (Free Synagogue) 
Richmond, Va. 
Washinrton, D.C. 

7 Congregations 

700 to Boo 
Boston, Mass· 1 Oheb Shalom) 
Chicago, Ill. Y.A.M.) 
Chicago, Ill. Emanuel) 
Chicago, Ill. Isaiah-Israel) 
Detroit, Iticn. (Temple Isr el) 
Glencoe, Ill. 
Houston, Te.1~as (Beth Isroel) 
Kansas Ci y , Mo . 
Newarl~, N. J. 
New York, rl .Y. (Shaarey ~ fila) 
New York, 1 .Y. (Habonim) 
St. Louis, .1.•lu . (United Hebrew) 
San Francis o, Calif. (Emanuel) 

13 Congrega ions 
800 to 900 

Baltimore, Md. (Baltimore Hebrew) 
Ba 1 timore, Md . ( Oheb Sha lorn) 
Buffalo, .Y. 
Cincinnati, Ohio (Bene Israel) 
Cincinnati, Ohio (I. . Wise) 
Dallas, T xas 

6 Congregations 

Pr .sent 
Membership 

623 
611 
615 
642 
696 
602 
683 

4,472 

750 
701 
744 
723 
785 
728 
700 
750 
720 
725 
783 
705 
780 

9,594 

821 
800 
815 
899 
810 
823 

4,968 

1944-45 

$ 1,239.00 
1,010.00 
1,600.00 
3,622.00 

521.50 
1,175.00 
?,000 .00 

$ 11,167.50 

3,545. 
1,097.0 
3,125.0 
1,360.00 
l,O 0.00 
5 ,507.00 
5 , 000.00 
3,150.0CJ 
2,500.0u 
2,498.00 

100.00 
2,357.90 
2 ,266.50 

$ 33,506.40 

$ 2,429.71 
2,663.00 
3,783 .00 

10,074.48 
7,633.50 
:J ,250 . 0( 

$ 31,833 .69 

1945-46 
7/1/45-4/30/46 

$ 1,251.00 
1,015.00 
1,342.00 
5,005 .7 _,) 

960.00 
1,720.00 
2,894 .so 

$ 14,18c3 . 25 

$ 2,415 .00 
2,444 . 00 
3,118 .?5 
1,180.00 
2,400 . 00 
9,037 . 00 
1,575.00 
1,129.50 

500 .00 
1,357. O 

2,033 . r-5 
2, 589 .25 

29,778.55 

374.99 

3,942 . 00 
7,793-79 
6,421 .00 
3 ,750.00 

22,281 .78 

Repor ed "Li
beral Judaism" 
Mailing List 

650 

507 

1,157 

721 
443 

832 
768 

154 
689 
472 

700 

4,759 

702 
7~4 
857 
799 

3,082 



J r.ia lysj_c, of Receip s From Congrega Lions Having 300 or r,Ior M mo rsi. ip 5 . 

Congregations 

Present 
.iember cs hip 

900 to 1000 
Memphis, Tenn . 912 
New York , N-. Y. (Rodeph Shalom ) 917 
Philadelphia, fa . (Keneseth Israel) 933 
St .Loui~, ,10 . (Shan.re Emeth) 900 
San Fr cncisco, Calif. (Sherith Israel) 920 

5 Congregations 

1000 and over 
Boston Mass. (.t.dath Israel) 
Cnicago, I 11 . C inai) 
Chicago, Ill. (Temple Sholem) 
Cleveland, Ohio (Tifereth Isra 1) 
Cleveland, Ohio (Anshe Chesed) 
Detroit , Mich . (Beth El) 
Los Angels, Crlif . (Wilshire Blvd . ) 
New York, N.Y. (F.u, .au El) 
New York, N.Y . (Temple Israel) 
Philadelphio, I a. (Rodeph Shalom) 
Pi ttsbure J., Pa. 

11 Congregations 

4,582 

1,200 
1,181 
1,472 
1,681 
1,634 
1,200 
1'.,270 
1,106 
1,000 
1,752 
1,259 

14,755 

1944-45 

3,030 . 00 
3 , 200 . 00 
2,445 . 00 

976.56 
1,000 . 00 

194-5-4E 
7/1/45-4/50/40 

$ 2,60u.OO 
3,875.00 
2,571 .68 
2,522.21 
2,213.00 

$ 10,651.56 $ 13,781.89 

$ 

7, 3 . 
7,323 . 89 
5,003 . 75 
9,290.75 
7,775-36 

,064.73 
9,080.00 

16,147.50 
1,936.97 
1,895.00 
9,164.40 

$ 5,720 . 00 
8,648.45 
4,931 .42 
6,667.27 
5,836 .41 
5,201 . 00 
5,925.00 

13,848 .92 
1,888.59 

879.oc 
8,220.00 

84,575-35 ~ '7,765.8 ~ 

Reported "Li-
b ra 1 Judnism" 
ailing List 

899 

1,160 
666 
718 

1,218 
1,353 

9(5 
1,765 
1,533 
1.194 

1 120 , 

676 
?:_ 4 )3 

11,264 



NEWS FROM THE u IO OF 

AMERl[llN HEBREW C:ONGREGATID S 
•• 34 W. SIXTH ST. • ti ti ATI 2, OHIO 

For Immediate Release 

146 REFORM JEWISH CHAPLAINS HONORED AT UAHC CONVENTION; 
RABBI SILVER CALLS FOR "ACCENT ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATIO " 

As Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, president of the Centrnl Conference of 

American Rabbis, declared that reli ion · ts the hope of the world, 146 
Reform Jewish chaplains were honored with a presentation of citations 

at the banquet last night commemorating their war record which high

lighted the 39th biennial Council of the Union of American Hebrew Con

gregations. 

In the presence of Major Genenal Luther D. Miller, Chief of chap

lains of the United States Army, and Rear Admiral William N. Thomns, 

chief of chaplain~ of the United States Novy, both of whom:paid tribute 

to the wartime record of the Jewish chaplains, the chaplains who served 

in the Army and Navy received their cltations from Dr. Maurice 

Eisendrath director of the Union of Ar.1erican Hebrew Congregations. 

More than 75 of the chaplains, all who were i this country ond 

could possibly attend the banquet, were prcsen at the ceremony in 

which the citations were symbulicolly presented to th0 group through 

Colonel Julius A. Leibert and Commander Joshun L. Goldber of Now York, 

ranking Jewish Army nd avy cnoplains. 

The citations were awarded to each chnplain "for his valiant nnd 

sacrificial service in the ar, ed forces of our beloved country 

r.1ore 



-2-

during World War II; for his exemplification in nction of tho idenls 

of Judaism; for his ministry of love extended to all, regardless of 

creed, color or condition of life; for sustaining the morale and 

strengthening the spirit of our fighting men and women in the titnnic 

struggle to dethrone tyranny and hate nnd to enshrine t1,uth, justice 

and peace in the world." 

In his presentation nddress, Dr. Eisendrath paid tribute to the 

146 Reform Jewish chaplnins, almost 100 of whom were graduates of the 

Hebrew Union College of this city. He paid specinl tribute to Rabbi 

Alexander Goode, a graduate of the Hebrew Union College, who lost his 

life, along with one Catho.lic ·tlnd two Protestant chaplains, when they 

gave up their life-belts to four G.I's when S.S. Dorchester was sunk 

in the early stagas of the wnr. 

Almost 1500 persons, including over 1200 delegates of the Union 

of American Hebrew Con r.egat1 ns and its ffiliotes, the Notionnl 

Federation of Temple Brotherhoods, the Nati0nol Fodcration of Temple 

~isterhoods, the National Federation of Temple Youth and the National 

Ass oc iation of Temple Secretaries, attended the banquet which was held 

in the two largest rooms of the Netherland Plaza Hotel. 

Another speaker at tho dinner, at whicl Eugene B. Strassburgor of 

Pittsburgh was toastmaster, was Dr. Zalman Grinbc·rg, chairman of the 

Central Committee for Liberated Jews . 1n Germany, who flew to this 

country from Munich only two weeks ago at tho invitation of tho Amer

ican Jewish Conference. 

In his address, Dr. Silver declared thct "civilizati0n will per·ish 

unless orgonized religion h s the power o inspire its worshipers to 

go forth to battle ior the si1:1ple moralities of hwnan life." He told 

his fellow J -- ws that from now on "the uccent must ·oe placed n on 

' 
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philanthropy but on Jewish education, youth and adult; upon scholar

ship, academies, ~nd the proper training of spiritual leaders, teacne~, 

community leaders, and social workers; and upon writers, books, and all 

the creative efforts of the mind." Pointin3 out that we have "entered 

the backwash period of the greatest war in history," Dr. Silver warned 

against "the undisciplined relaxations of o psychological rebound. If 

we are to conserve in peacetime what we hove envisioned in wor, if 
I 

apathy and disillusiorunent ore not to destroy what hope and faith have 

designed and created," Dr. Silver continued,"then we must put the in

stitution of religion to work with every ounce of its spiritual dy

namics." 

He said that "our temples and churches have a two-fold function 

to perform for modern man ond society: 

"l. They must offer man o place of quiet retreat and respite 

from the rising fever and tumult of the world, and from the clamorous 

demands of his own material interests. 

11 2. They must offer a place where man's spirit is recharged ond 

energized. From the oltors of the House of God, whereon burn the 

eternal fires of human aspiration, men must carry owoy kindled torches 

to ill 1ino the world. Where the state commands millions of men tog { 

forth to war, the church must inspire, for it cannot command the mill

ions of men to go forth to wor upon war, and the things which lead to 

war, greed ond hate, poverty and want, intolerance and tyranny and so

cial disunion." 

The synagogue, said Dr. Silver, has still "a third function to 

perform. It must bind the broken spirit of~ martyred people, o peep£ 

who witnessed six millions of its children sent to gas-cho,bers and to 

hu~an abattoirs, a people who witnessed a thousand Jewish communities 

I 
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wiped out, never to be rebuilt." Declaring that 11 the great reservoirs 

of a physical and spiritual life of the Jewish people in Europe wore 

destroyed," Dr. Silver said that it becor1es the especial char[;e of us, 

the noro fortunate Jews of America, who now represent the largest and 

the most free and prosperous Jewish col11lilunity in the wor1 ld, to com

pensate hero on these gracious shores for the losses which our poople 

sustained over there. 

"Our schools of Jewish learning," he continued., "must be increased 
• 

and enlarged. A generation of American Jewish scholars, steeped in 

Jewish lore and trained in the best techniques of r1odern scholarship, 

must be raised, to bring forth tho wealth of our millennial intellec

tual and spiritual achievements to satisfy the soul of our own people / 

and to enlighten the world. " 

Dr. Grinberg, who is chief surgeon at the hospital for displaced 

persons at St. Ottilien in the Anerican Zone of Gcrr.1any, was a pris oner 

in Nazi concentratinn camps for four years; first in Kcunas, Lithucnia 

and the last nine months at the info.nous Dachau. He described what he 

called the horrible past and the bitter present." of the displac~Jews 

in Europe. With 6,000,000 of their brothers already tne victims of 

Nazism, Dr. Grinberg made a plea that the 100,000 wh~ s ~ill survive 

in Germany be allowed to emigrate to Palestine. 

Declaring that "the seeds of nnti-Semi tis:r.1 sown by Hitler are 

bearing fruit as ne~ifJ,~eand that Hitler's teachings hove survived 

him, he said, "Nazism in Europe is an inheritanc for the devil for 

many years, thus making for intolcroble living conditions for the J ws. 

We consider our stay in Gornany as a waiting period for emigration. 

We , re striving with all our strength to prepare ourselves for a new 

life. But we need more assistnnco from the authorities. We must 

have more understonding ond cooporotion from those who are able to 
cro.n t i . '·' 
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Dr. Grinberg reported "signs of demoralization" among the dis

placed Jews of Europe which he said was primarily the fault of the 

Nazi regime. "This responsibility, however," he pointed out, "nust 

olsoY~hared by the allied authorities that did nothing in the first 

nine months to eliminate the heritage of Nazism. 

"During our long period of slavery we felt free, but our grove 

disappointment upon the liberation to which we looked forward for 

inu:iediate rehabilitation and restitution, hos mode us sink into an 

abyss of depression. As things stand, it appears better to be a con

quered German than a liberated Jew." 

Dr. Grinberg r.mde n plea not "for philanthropy or charity" but 

for "political help. 11 He said "More than 98% of our people wish to 

go to Palestine. We want to leave the soil of Europe forever. We 

wish to live with our ow people, the Jewish people, in a free Jewish 

state. We are convinced, as a result of our experience in Europe, 

that only if the Jewish people are treated with dignity by the other 

peoples of the world and, like the other peoples of the world can we 

secure our children from experiencing that which we went through . 

"If we do not have a maximum con ribution by Anericon Jewry in 

our political struggle, we feel that there will be n new grentr tro ·edy 

in Europe. Unless the Jews in Ger1:10ny and Eastern Europe nro per . 1 tted 

to go to Palestine without delay, there will be nets of desperation in 

the camps this summer. This is the appeal which I brinB to you ns Jews. 

It is the appeal that I bring to the American ·people. 

"Give us at least a small place under God's s.un. This pl'lcc c~n 

only be in the land from which we began our long --ufforing oxile . En

roll us in the family of nations as the ~ost tortu~d children in the 

story of mankind. hen the United Nations Organizution will from the 
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start, be a true union of the world's peuples. And through this act, 

which the conscience of mankind owesJus, tho peoplen of' the earth will 

be5in their march toward a better future. Honor the oblic tion to 

rectify an historic injustice, which has just cost the blood of six 

million humans - give us back Pnlestine." 

Testir.1ony as to the "significant work" of the Jewish Chautouquo 

Society in interpreting Judoisr:i to non-Jews on more thon 400 college 

caopuses lost year was paid by Dr. S. Orestes Bond, president of 

Sole, College, Salem, West Va., in an nddress before the eleventh 

biennial convention of· the National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods . 

He declared that such work in developing better understandinc between 

the youth of nll faiths is the greatest hope "for solving the social, 

political and religious problems that are keeping men apart, nnd that 

are, in many places, bringine ... bout tensions tat shall eventually be 

broken v1 i th injury to n I I." 
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