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UNION OF AMEGRICAN
HEBREW CONGREGGATIONS ; RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, PRESIDENT

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREET : CINCINNATI 2, OHIO

October 22, 1947

Personsal

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Friend:

I imagine that you are now busier than ever due to the not
tco happy conclusions arrived at yesterday at Lake Success. It
is for that reason that I am even more hesitant to impose anything
upon you, but I believe thaet the matter of the future of the Ameri-
can Jewish Conference merits a lengthy conversation between us. For
this reason I am hopeful that on one of your frequent trips to New
York you will give me & ring, so that we may get together for at
least an hour or so. T am flying to the Coest Friday, but I will
be back in New York November 3 for some time.

My concern is aggravated by the attached telegram which I re-
ceived recently in New York in response to my inquiry regarding your
term on the Executive Boerd of the Union., I had hoped that I could
rely upon the clarity and vigor of your presentation to prevent any
isolationist move on the part of our Union Executive Board which is
meeting November 22-23., The fact that your term as ex~officio member
has expired distresses me tremendously, &s I do not know of anyone who
can do the job in any fashion approximating your capacity to do so,
and this is another resson why it is imperative that I should speak
to you soon.

Likewise, the Executive Board of the Central Conference of Amer-
ican Rabbis yesterday passed an exceedingly ambiguous resclution in
this regard. I was unable to attend the meeting due to the fact that
we had called another meeting here in Cincinnati. I was told, how-
ever, that part of the conclusion arrived by the CCAR was based on a
statement that most of the organizations at present in the American
Jewish Conference, including the Zionist Organization, are prepared
to scuttle it. This gives even more reason for my meeting with you
soon,

Trusting that you will get in touch with me at your earliest
possible opportunity, and with warmest personal greetings, I am,

MNE:SG Yours most cordially,

A W . W
Dictated by Rabbi Eisendrath but signed ;ﬁ' ;hl ‘é;

for him after he hud left the office to /J’A§/)
attend a meeting of the Board of Gover- i
nors of HUC.
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Cleveland, Ohio
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UNION OF AMERICAN
HEBREW CONGREGATIONS s RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, PRESIDENT

New York Office: 3 EAST 65TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N.Y.

December 17, 1947

Dr. Abba H. Silver
19810 Shaker Boulevard
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Friend:

It was a great pleasure to have had even a few moments conver-
sation with you over the phone the other day, and I was especially
pleased to learn that Virginia is recuperating from her recent
illness and T trust that she will very soon be herself again.

I am also glad to learn that you may at the moment be able to

enjoy just the least bit of comparative relaxation after the

almost inhumanly strenuous and tense months that have been yours.

I know that grave responsibilities still rest upon your shoulders,
but I hope that the tempo has been decreased and that with your
departure soon for Palestine you mey be able to procure some bit of
long overdue respi® from your most arduous efforts.

You should likewise be greatly sustained by the great moral and
political triumph which has just been won so largely through your
own indefatigable and inspired efforts. The Jewish world today

and through all the future will be profoundly indebted to you

for your vision, your courage, your statesmanship and your strength.

I must admit that I was greatly distressed by your indication that
Cleveland would be unable to participate in the national program

to which other communities are enthusiastically responding in re-
lation to the visit to this country of Dr. Leo Baeck. I was es-
pecially disturbed by your intimation that our constituent congre-
gations "cannot be held responsible for increasing national budgets®.
This might be true in certain communities which have no representa-
tion whatsoever on the Executive Board of the Union, although even
in this regard I wish to underscore the fact that the Union has not
undertaken any projects that have not been specifically authorized - -
and unanimously so - - by the Biennial Council of the Union. We have
not even as yet begun to implement thgffd%-reaching program mandated
by the Biennial Council ,but have made only a modest beginning which
has, however, involved us in decidedly increasing financial obliga=-
tions. Since this program was enthusiastically and unanimously
endorsed by the Biennial, I feel we have justification in asking

our congregations to bear their just and equitable responsibility
therein.




Dr. Abba H. Silver December 17, 1947

If this is true - - and I feel it is -- with regard to congrega-
tions which do not even have representation on the Executive Board,
it is that much truer of those congregations and communities which
are represented by both their lay and rabbinic leaders. This has
been true of both congregations in Cleveland, at least during the
past couple of years when this expanded program was initiated.

Wie have had four Cleveland members on our Executive Board, all of
whom have concurred in the budgets that have been adopted - -
budgets which, as has been repeatedly pointed out, cannot be met
unless we obtain throughout the country an average per capita giving
of aminimum of from $l0. to $12. While Cleveland has done better
than many congregations, I wish to point out that we are now se-
curing in most communities an acceptance of the above mentioned
goal, which is considerably beyond Cleveland's present contribution.

That is why I am particularly anxious that Cleveland, like so many
other cities, should take advan tage of Dr. Baeck's presence in the
United States to enable us to bring to the attention of our con-
stituency in Cleveland the program and problems of Liberal Judaism
in America.

I do hope that you and your Board will reconsider this problem in
the light of the above and likewise in view of the following two
special considerations.

In the first place we are for the first time engendering real en-

thusiasm, not only for Dr. Baeck's visit, but likewise for actual

large~scale fund raising for the Union and the College in a number
of cities where we have scheduled Dr. Baeck.

In Chicago, for example, we had originally set a quota of $100,000;
of their own volition our Chicago leadership increased their goal
to $125,000. and are determined to reach that objective. Temple
Sholom pledged itself to raise §$25,000. in its own congregation;
Temple Sinai, $20,000., etc.

Detroit also, where never before have the two congregations pulled
together in any joint undertaking, has agreed to go forward with
a great deal of fervor for the Baeck meeting and fund raising.

In St. Louis we have a similar situation where a very extensive
program is being sponsored by our four Reform congregations there.

The three congregations in Boston are also pursuing an energetic
program. A similar situation maintains in Philadelphia, and I know
that on the Pacific Coast the answer is going to be the same.
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Now in view of this active participation on the part of the lead-
ing Jewish communities in America, I feel that it would be a
conspicuous omission if Cleveland did not fall in line.

My second reason is that we just must find some means - - and
surely the Baeck visit offers us the best possible opportunity - -
to acquaint as large a portion of our constituency as possible
with the increased and inescapable needs of the College and the
Union for a far larger maintenance fund than has thus far been
available.

T am hopeful that you will do everything in your power to alter
the previous conclusions of your representatives in Cleveland so
that we may have in Cleveland, as now appears will be the case in
virtually every other major city, a proper function for Dr. Baeck.

I need not tell you how deeply T will appreciate your efforts in
this direction, and how grateful ;I am for your spirit of under-
standing and cooperation.

Trusting that I will hear from you in the near future, I am, with

warmest personal greetings,

Most cordially yours,

/7]
mne/em Maurice N. Eisendrath




Decembher 24, 1947

Dr, Maurice N, Eisendrath, President
Union of Americsn Hebrew Congregntions
3 East 65th St,.

New York 21, K.Y,

My dear Mazurices

Thank you for your letter of Decembar 17 which I read
with much interest, Let me assure you of my continued interest
both in the work of the Union and the Hebrew Union College. I
regret that terrific prescure of work in recent vears in
connection with the estsblishment o the Jewish st:‘e has kept
me from doing all that I should have liked to do both for the
Union and for the Collepes I hope thet things will esse up a bit
trom here on.

Virginia and I are leaving for EZurope anext Tussday and
we will probably be gone {or about four months, D¢V., returning
in time for the Passover holidays,

In connection with the contribution of Cleveland to the
Union «= I tried to explain to you why I did not regard it as
desirable to pressure this vear for larger contributions from
Cleveland, Actually there are three projects in wvhich the Union
is interested and for which it is now soliciting money in
Cleveland -=- the Union itself, the Hebrew Union College Fndowmont
Fund and the llouse for Living Judaism, As far as the Union
is concerned, the Temple will be contributing this vear the sum
of £10,000 which is considerably more thon 1t contributed in
previous years, &8s “ar as the Hebrew Union College Fund is concerned,
we are obligated to complete the campaign which we inaugurated a
little over a year ago, and the Temole members will have to
contribute a considerable sum. On top of that is the campaign
for the House of Living Judaism for which the National Federations
of Temple Sisterhoods has asked The Temple Women's Association to
contribute 210,000, In view of these circumstences, I do not
believe that another cam 2ign for increasing contrihutions to the
Union would be welcomed here, or would be successful,

I am only giving you my personal opinion. I believe that




Dr, Eisendrath 12=24=4"7

it is shared by Mr, Weitz, the President of The Temple.
vour own judgment in deciding what you want to do,

I send vou all my good wicshes,

Most cordially vours,




UNION OF AMERICAN
HEBREW CONGREGGATIONS s RABBI MAURICE N. EISENDRATH, PRESIDENT

THIRTY-FOUR WEST SIXTH STREERT - CINCINNATI 2, OHIO

June 21, 1948

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple
E. 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Deer Friend:

I have been hesitant to intrude amidst the most trying and
turbulent days and months which have been yours during the past
year. I have refrained even from taking enough of your invaluable
time to felicitate you upon the creation of the State of Israel and
its recognition by the President of the United States for which you
yourself, by your particularly heroic efforts, have been so largely
responsible.s Precarious as the situation yet remains, I do hope
that the burdens upon yourself will gradually be lessened and that
you will be able to get away this summer for & much needed and
deserved rest.

I am sure that you will be interested in the enclosed reso-
lution which our Executive Board adopted at its last meeting held
in Chicago, June 5-6, 1948, and the acknowledgment which we have
received from Mr. Eliahu Epstein, Special Representative for the
State of Israel.

Because of my hesitancy in taking up your time during these
crowded months, I have neglected discussing with you a number of
important Union matters that may be before us at the forthcoming
Biemnial Assembly concerning which I would very much like your
counsel,

At present I plan to pass through Cleveland in the morning of
Wednesday, July 7. I will only be there between plames for an hour
or so, I am wondering whether it would be possible either for me to
see you for about an hour in the early morning or perhaps if this is
absolutely impossible, if I can telephone you and have & very lengthy
telephme conversation with you.

I would be pleased if you could just drop me a note as to
whether you will be in Cleveland that morning.

With warmest personal greetings, I am,

Yours most sincerely,

Py N
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD
OF THE UNION OF AMFRICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS
MEETING AT CHICAGO, SATURDAY EVFNING, JUNE 5, 1948

The Executive Board of the Union of American Hoﬁrow

Congregations has taken no stand on the problems of
politiecal Zionism, nor does it intend to cancel or to
minimize this attitude,

Nonetheless, this Executive Board feels that it
represents the sentiment of its constituents in sending
its heartfelt salutations to the new State of Israel, to
its officers snd citizens, snd the prayer that God may
send it ané them peace and tranquility.

We have aslways felt a deep and sincere interest in
our brothers, in their struggles and aschievements, Ve
follow their efforts now, to defend themselves, to bulld
up their life, and to bring in the maximm number of
Jews from the DP canps and from lands of hatred and
diserimination as quickly as possible,

We express our thanks to the Prealdent of the United
States for prompt recognition of the de facto government
of Israel, |

Be it resolved that these resolutions be spread on
our minutes, transmitted to the President of the United
States, to the CGovermment of Israel, and published,

i




== STATEMENT of
THE UNION OF AMERICAN
HEBREW CONGREGATIONS

on the American Jewish Conference

£ b

1 e Executive Board of the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations, at its meeting in
Chicago on June g, 1945, again considered its
relationship to the American Jewish Conference.
This was necessitated by the receipt of an of-
ficial resolution from one of our constituent
congregations “calling upon the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations to withdraw from
the American Jewish Conference,” which was
moved for adoption. After a considerable dis-
cussion, the Executive Board defeated the mo-
tion without a dissenting vote. The mover of

the motion himself refrained from voting.
Four times, within the course of the past two
vears, the Executive Board, composed as it is of
an overwhelming majority of non-Zionists, has
come to ”IL‘ same conclusion. These rcpeatcd
actions on the part of the Executive Board
should put an end to all agitation to have the
Executive Board do anything other than to place
this whole issue squarely before the Biennial
Council which will be held just as soon as the
)] ulations will permit. We believe in co-
with the government in its war effort
y our strict adherence to its regulations. We
urge those pressing for immediate action, as good
Americans, to have patience until the Biennial
can asscmble. This is good democratic procedure.
A\t the Executive Board meeting held in
Chicago, June 4, 1945, the report of the Director,
relating to the future program of the Union, was
ordered sent to the same list to which this letter
is addressed and is being enclosed herewith. The
Director’s report indicates the need for putting
behind this comprehensive and constructive pro-
gram all of our resources and energy. The Union
has important work to do now and in the im-
mediate future, which cannot be impeded or




bogged down by the continued agitation con-
cerning this single controversial issue which is
really not central to our far-reaching program.
Never more than now has it been so important
to emphasize and develop the religious life of
the Jew in America. It would be the height of
folly to divert our energies by constantly de-
bating a question which is scheduled for pre-
sentation at the Biennial Council. However, for
the sake of the record, the following must be said:

It must be remembered that the call for the
American Jewish Conference was issued in the
year 1943, a time of tragic emergency for world
Israel, an hour when Jews were being murdered
by the wholesale in Hitler’s slaughter-houses of
Europe. It was deemed essential for all parties
and groups in American Jewry to meet in order
to find a way to express the united demands of
American Israel for the rescue and rehabilitation
of our stricken brethren all over the world. The
Union, representing as it does the voice of
Liberal Judaism in America, felt a strong moral
imperative to unite in this great endeavor, even
though it was well aware that its own point of
view on certain controversial questions might in
such a conference prove to be a minority view-
point. We, therefore, reserved the right to review
the decisions of the Conference, as far as we our-
selves were concerned, but our primary purpose
in entering the Conference was to unite with all
our fellow Jews for the benefit of world Israel.

Consequently, the Executive Board at its pre-
Biennial Council meeting on April 1, 1943, de-
cided by an overwhelming majority to

adhere to the American Jewish Assembly
with the reservation that the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations shall not
be bound by the conclusions of the Amer-
ican Jewish Assembly without ratification
by the Executive Board of the Union. A
special meeting of the Executive Board for
such purpose shall be called as soon as pos-
sible after the adjournment of the Amer-
ican Jewish Assembly.

This action of the Executive Board was reported
to the Biennial Council on the following day in
the report of the President of the Union. There
was no voice raised by the Council in opposi-
tion to this action of the Executive Board.

« o

Immediately following the first session of the
American Jewish Conference, the Executive
Board of the Union met on October 8, 1943,
and again by an overwhelming majority decided
to remain in the Conference, to ratify most of
its findings, and to refer the Palestine Resolution
to the next meeting of the Biennial Council.
We had hoped that this formula would satisfy
the members and congregations within the
Union and that we could continue with our con-
structive tasks without being handicapped by a
continuation of the Zionist-anti-Zionist contro-
versy. Unfortunately, this hope proved too san-
guine, and immediately following the meeting
of October 3, the Union began to receive many
suggestions from both sides indicating that the
next date of the Council meeting was too far
distant and that in the meantime our congrega-
tions would be threatened with inner strife due
to this controversy.

Consequently, the Executive Board once again
reviewed this entire matter at its meeting on
January 18, 1944, and by a vote of 22 to 2,
resolved: ,

The Union declares that its function is to
interpret;. maintain and promote Reform
Judaism- and” reaffirms its loyalty “to.its
spiritual purposes.

The Union, continuing as a member of
the-American Jewish Conference, declares
its sense of fellowship with all Israel and
will associate itself with all worthy and
practical efforts designed to ameliorate the
tragic plight of world Jewry and to assist
in reconstructing those communities that
have suffered from the ravages of Nazi
tyranny.

Because in the congregations of the
Union there are divergent opinions on the
question of Zionism, the Union recognizes
the right of each individual to determine
his own attitude on this controversial ques-
tion and therefore the Union refrains from
taking any action on the Palestine Resolu-
tion adopted by the American Jewish Con-
ference.

We call upon our congregations and their
members to rally loyally to the support of
the Union so that its great and noble work
may continue to enrich the spiritual life
of American Israel.

3.

This resolution which met with such hearty
favor on the part of all elements within our
Executive Board should have satisfied our con-
stituency as a whole, in view especially of the
fact that, as we have indicated above, all view-
points are so definitely represented on the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Union, On each occasion
that the Executive Board has considered this
matter, the overwhelming majority has come to
the selfsame conclusion that the best interests
of the Union are to be served by its continued
adherence to the Conference and that the non-
Zionist viewpoint is adequately safeguarded by
the publicly pronounced and widely acknowl-
edged reservation of the Union on the Palestine
question,

At its meeting on November 26, 1944, the
question of withdrawal from the Conference was
again raised by one member of the Executive
Board, but was subsequently withdrawn when
it was pointed out that the Union had a very
definite part to play in the forthcoming second
session of the American Jewish Conference
which was scheduled to meet in Pittsburgh,
December 3-5, 1944. This decisive role that the
Union played is described in the Director’s Re-
port on page 17 where there will likewise be
found the details concerning the persistent pains
which the Union has continuously taken to safe-
guard the opinions of its constituency. All this
is recorded on pages 17 through 20 of the Di-
rector’'s Report enclosed herewith.

Notwithstanding all this, as indicated above,
the Executive Board was once again compelled
to deal with this question at its meeting of
June 3, 1945. We hope that the action so de-
cisively taken by the Executive Board—without
a dissenting vote—at its most recent meeting—
will be the final consideration that the Executive
Board will be constrained to give to this matter
until it places its record before the next Biennial
Council.

It must be further pointed out that the Con-
ference itself has important work to do for the
Jews ol the world, and incidentally of America,
although much of this work has been completely
obscured by the controversy over the Palestine
issue. One of the important purposes for which
the Conference was called into being and on

4.




which it took unanimous action, contcins Lic
rights of the Jews in the post-war world.

Next, there is the question of rescue, which
was taken up at the first sessions of the Con-
ference by unanimous agreement. That has been
a great and pressing problem during the past two
years and will continue so until more normal
conditions are restored in Europe. While most
of the practical work is being done by other
agencies, the Conference, as the result of unan-
imous American Jewish opinion on this subject,
is assisting in many important ways. The work
on these two vital questions should not be im-
peded and we have a moral obligation to share
in it

On the Palestine Resolution, the area of con-
troversy is far less than most people imagine. At
the meeting of the Council of the Union of
American Hebrew Congregations held in New
Orleans in January, 1937, the following resolu-
tion on the subject was unanimously adopted:

Resolved, That the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations in Council assem-
bled expresses its satisfaction with the pro-
gress made by the Jewish Agency in the
upbuilding of Palestine. We see the hand
of Providence in the opening of the Gates
of Palestine for the Jewish pcople at a time
when a large portion of Jewry is so desper-
ately in need of a friendly shelter and a
home where a spiritual, culiw al center may
be developed in accordance with Jewish
ideals. The time has now come for all Jews,
irrespective of ideological dilicrences, to
unite in the activities leading to the estah-
lishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine,
and we urge our constitucncy (o give their
financial and moral suppoit to the work of
rebuilding Palestine.

This resolution was recommended for adoption
by the unanimous vote of a resolutions com-
mittee which had on it a majority ol non or
anti-Zionists. Thus there is no disagrecment
whatsoever as to a homeland for the Jews in
Palestine. Furthermore, there necver has been
and is not now any disagreement on the propo-
sition that the British White Paper of 1939
should never have been issued and should be
withdrawn at the earliest possible date. We are

5



211 asreed that the maximum possible Jewish
immigration into Palcstine should take place.

It is hard for seme of us, whose families have
been in this country for one or more genera-
tions, to realize the feclines of the great masses
of Jews, who have members of their immediate
families or close relatives stiil in the war-torn
sections of Europe. The natural fecling of these
persons creates an Cmoti natism which no
amount of reasoning cuzn control. We must un-
derstand these people. We must not reject them.
We must bring them into our fold and influ-
ence them. We are in a position where they and
their children may be much more ready to ac-
cept our Liberal Jewish pr inciples than they ever
were before. Are we to give up all this wrul will
that we ha\ e created an(l become a mere isolated
sect in Judaism?

If Judaism is to remain vital and to become
a growing force for good in America, it must not
disassociate itself from the main stream of Jew-
ish life here in America, as well as throughout
the world.

These and other quéstions will have to be
debated and resglved at the next Biennial. This
is the democratic o way to settle; our differences.
In the meantime; without abating one jot or
tittle of our ofireprared reservation, we must all
unite upen l.npzu:‘u:*x"" the far-visioned plans
and purposes of our Union. We are ])u'nlui

S

and ecager 1o launch ever more ambitious pro-
graius of spiritual significance which can only
cdound o the benefit of our constituent syna-
gogucs and to our status as Jews in America. We
cail upen all our indiv idual members and their
cong u;;:::u ns to join us in these pressing and
sacrcd tasks.

FFor the Ixecutive Board of the
Union cf American Hebrew Congregations

AvcirH ROSENBERG, President
favnice N. EISENDRATH, Director

RoserT P. GOLDMAN,
Immediate Past President

July 12, 1945
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