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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Gentlemen: 

MBrch 1~, 1943 

Throughout the past decade of destruction of 
human life and decency by the Nazi regime, the American 
people have, through private relief and reconstruction 
agencies, manifested their deep concern and sympathy 
for the victims of racial and religious oppression. 
The preservation of the life of those whom the tyrants 
sought to destroy has been supported not only out of 
humanitarian considerations, but for the sake of sus
taining the spirit of freedom and democracy in the 
lands where it has been temporarily crushed. 

The reconstructive help that has been extended 
through the United Jewish Appeal has been a great 
phyulcal and spiritual bulwark for many victims of 
oppression. Relief afforded to these victims over
seas and aid extended to newcomers in our own country 
are praiseworthy humanitarian undertakings. It is my 
hope that the 1943 campaign of the United Jewish 
Appeal will make pos~lble the continuance of this con
tribution to the alleviation of human suffering. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Mr. William Rosenwald, 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, 

National Chairmen, 
United Jewish Appeal, 

342 adison Avenue, 
New York, New York. 
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!.'arch 11 , 1943 

Rabbi Abb Hillel Silver 
The emple 
1C5th Street n eel Ro~~ 
Cleve an , Ohio 

Dear F.a bi Silver : 

Our Big Gif ° Commit ee wa~ delighted to 1 arn from Henry .,ontor that 
yo,1 have indi cated your illinene t . eddr ess fl Big Gift mee ing 
in o r cornmuni ty on 'ondzy ev nin , Apr il 5 . DP-~pi t. 0 the f&c th&t 
'7e ha.ve re:~ c! incr easing &mount~ in our Ylel:te.r f-! Funds dur in~ sch 
of th~ u st five y ar, I fee) t~· t your r esence in Syr~cuse et our 
Bie Giver s '!1P. ting ill give ,.is the i mpe us to r aise the incree. ged 
go3J. which e hpv e~toblishe for t is yae.r. La.st ~, ar we rai ed 

9 .roo ?nd this ye~r e ho_e to rni ea minimum of 105,000. houl 
r.e r ise thi amo t , the likl i hood is ha t' e Uni d Je. _eh ~ eal 
,;ill e increeoed f r om 55 to '65 , 00 .hich is our quot& for thi~. y r . 

Thje ill b. a di nner meetin at 6:30 in th evening 
Syrec~~ . I ill 5 _p.tly ap~r ceivine ome 
tio 1 from you ":1i ,h n he n x., f e-r; r\ y~ to en~ .. _ t" .. 
our plans . 

Looking forT1ard ith ,1 esure to se~ing you , I em 

Sine r ly yours , 

C2. . E . 
'D R E. .. 0 srr IN 

Pr e ident 

o Hen .. • ' ontor 

t Hotel 
or of confir Ll 

to proceed i h 
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NATIONAL REFUGE SERVICE 

Dr.Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

arch 26, 1943 342 MADISO. A VE E 
'E W YORK CITY 

Once each year I invoke the rule of 11personal privilege" and 
extend my own invitation to you to be the gue s t speaker at that 
which I believe represents a most important coDlmWlity with which 
I am especially' working to bring to new standards, raise re 
money than ever before, and put in a position for community 
responsiveness in future years. Last year it was ewark, and 
t his year it is Atlantic City. 

For as many years as I can remember, and certainly long before 
the United Jewish Appeal came into being, Atlantic City has been 
one of our truly problem cities. Until this year 1943, the U.J .A. 
or its beneficiaries iere compelled to participate in the Jewish 
Federation Campaign and with a Je ish population of approximately 
9,500 eou.la in Atlantic City, the United Jewish .App eal received 
in 1942 only $21,000 of the 67.300 raised in their Federation 
campaign. This $21,000 represents the largest amount ever secured 
in Atlantic City for this cause and should b e coq;,ared on a 
comrrunity population basis with $84,000 from ew Orleans last 
year. $78,000 from Dallas, etc., etc., so that you IDB¥' see the 
picture. 

The Federation is now a beneficiacy of the War Chest for the 
Federation's 1943 needs and for the first time, the U.J.A. has 
the field to itself. There is a splendid Zionist organization 
in Atlantic City, having, I am informed, &.., o t 800 members under 
the zealous leadership of ~. Joseph Halbert. 1·/hile in the past 
there have been some comnunity schisms, we have this year, with 
most encouraging succesa, paved the w,q for an all-out commu.nity-
wide campaign for the U.J.A. ~he breac s haalec, we a e confi-
dent that every leader and every group can be persuaded to work 
and to give to this campaign. It is, as I see it, a wonderful 
challenge that ia bound to produce a tremendous increase for the 
United Jewieh Appeal, if you will be the gu.eat speaker for their 
Big Gifts meeting. 



Babba Abba Hillel Silver March 26, 1943 

In their 1942 Federation campaign, there were 1,754 contributors f or the 
$67,300 total which I have noted and of this group, 169 individual a, representing 
9 .6% of the contributors. gave 64% of th money 1n contributions of $100 .oo and 
over. Despite the Army having taken over Atlantic City• I am convinced that 
these big gifts will be sustained, if not increased, and that there are great 
potentialitiea for bringing into this $1.00 .oo and over group a aubstantial number 
of persons who previously were re.gistered in the lower group a and who are really 
prospering from the large ·ilita.ry establishment now in Atlantic City. These 
are, of course, the 81!laller shopkeepers who have become newly enriched. and who 
are especially to be groomed for a greater participation than in the past. 
Contribu.tions under $1.00.00 in the past have not been consonant with the means 
of individuals under any circumstances. I will conclude my description by saying 
that Atlantic City is still operating on a horse-&nd-buggy basis; tLat their 
fu.nd-ra.iaing methods have been antiquated; that the community, as a whole, has 
never had an opportunity to be exposed to a real all-out, comnnnity-wide, fund
raising campaign until this year. Part of our program contemplates educational 
meetings sponsored. by our three agencies, for which every effort will be made to 
bring out the largest possible number in order to indoctrinate the entire 
community with the programs of the United Palestine Appeal, the Joint Distribution 
Committee and the National. Refugee Service, respectively. 

Especially fortunate, I think, is the complete new leadership. Our friends in 
Atlantic City have Elected as Chairman the new Reform Rabbi, Joseph arot, who 
aees eye to eye with us in every direction and who is t remendouely eager to h a.ve 
Atlantic City take its rightful place in thi s particular Job. It happens that 
Rabbi Narot is himself a Cleveland boy and h e has succeeded the late Dr. Heney 
Fisher. We,from our end, have given and will cont i nue to give the fulleat type 
of coop eration towards raiaing a total of $50,000 , of which the United Jewish .Appeal 
is asaured of receiving not less than so%. In their conservative way, the Federation, 
which is sponsoring this campaign, has established. the quota of $35,000 because 
of the "over-the-top" tradition that Atlantic City ha■ always maintained, bllt we 
feel sure, on the basis of study and appraisal.a, that a great deal more llQl ey can 
be raised. 

You are their only choice and they challenged me to deliver you. I know that I 
am not that good but, nevertheless, with thia detailed e~lanation I have given 
you, I know that you will be happy to conaider the invitation and will. if you 
find it possible, fit it into your calendar. 

Rabbi Narot and our friends in Atlantic City have checked on your activities 
and they know tha.t you will be in Philadelphia for the National Conference of 
the United Palestine Appeal on !-SJT 1st and 2nd. hey would b e delighted to have 
you for this Opening Big Gifts event if you could find it possible to visit with 
them in Atlantic City on Sundq evening, May 2nd, but I eJq>reesed my opinion 
that this would probably not be possible because of the U.P .A. program. If y-ou 
cannot make it on May ~d, they hope very much that in view of our being in 
Philadelphia and one hour awa:y, you can establish the date as Monday evening, 

ay 3rd. If, for eny reason, you do not find this possible, they will welcome 
your fixin& a date of your choice early in Mq and they will arrange the meeting 
to conform with your date, whatever it might be. 



Re.bbi Abba Hillel Silver March 26, 1943 

The length of this letter indicates my own intense zeal to have you accept 
and I feel that you will, if you can. Please let me know at your earliest 
opportunity which date will be agreeable to you so that our friends in Atlantic 
City and we can proceed accordingly,beceuse the major build-up is to be on the 
basis of yourself as their honored guest for their most important meeting. 

I have Just returned from an interesting trip through the Southwest and find our 
people prosperous and interested everywhere. The early returns from the country 
at large indicate a successful fund-raising campaign this year - at least, in the 
Spring phase. 

With kind regards, I am 

Cord~ yours• # 
~~-

Isidor Coons 

IC:MW 
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Ra i _ a u·11e1 ilver 
The Te ple 
C1e ,e land ,Ohio 

Dear a b : 

Th :s is to 1 t you ~now that I have 
res red a room for you forte 28 hat the Cosmo o-
1 it an H ote 1 . The a in er • 11 _ • e ld in the s a . e bu ildin • 

Thus far, h rive is akin ood 
pro re ss , t ough ··e haven rt surmounted all the dif 
ficult es ~et, cspec·a-ly t 1e call ousn ss of s e 
of the big r contributors . ur eli i.ary et -
in - of the In i t i a 1 G .ft s C o .1 m t t c e • J a s q u it e s u t i s -
factory . ·.1e vc arranped a r.rot p of en to .eet 

ou an ! our or o e fore the din r . 

.. s f or the d . n r i ~ se 1 f , I n 
not tell hov e a er ev r one concerned ttit 
ar·ve as • 11 in t he con u i ty n Jly is to 
hear your s a e . All are conf den that th 
din ~er will ark t1e sue ess of the drive . 

ed 
the 

I ou ~ill 1 t ne know hat i me of' day you pl=n to a ... • ve in tlantic C ty, I s 1 l J 
b ap . to a.r r an e for so eone to m t ou and 
get ,ro i to th otel . 

of s 
oo n for·ard to the lcasu 

ng Tou a ") in on t 1 28 h 

Ver s e:rely , 

0 LIV ING!'' RES CUE THE 5,000,00 

T 
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1111 "DO NOT SEPARATE YOURSELF FR.OM COMMUNITY" 

Ufllli!IT~I) J~Wl§li COMMUfllli!IT..,- or= tl~Vl21§13UV6 
1110 NORTH THIRD STREET • HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA • PHONE 7119 

EDWARD W. SCHLEISNER 
GKNK .. AL CHAIRMAN 

Dr. 1.bba Hillel ilver 
Tne Tern le 
Cle el ... nd, Ohio 

De Dr. Silver : 

.e 
to th· s vO. , n ty next T u 
at the n'ti 1 1·rt 

J 
oversea n • 
n visod rn a tLnt you i 11 
next T urs n~ about 3 o clock. 

pr 22 
l 9 4 3 

on t yo v m 
o arr·val? Rs rva ·ons ha,e een m 

.. futcl . .e inrer is sc eduled for : 30 
nter , a s ort dis 1ce f o. he otel. 

r 

e :. 

HERMAN L . BAINER 
EXIECUTIVK D1 .. IECTOA 

o our Yi.si 
guest of ho r 

he l Cw -
nd 

nl o fi e 
r rr· b1 6 

e ... xact ti e of 
c t t _, .ar i sburger 
at t ewi i ~ 

i h be t es or . a 

0 1 

H r n 
Ex c tiv 

HLS :bo 

You, too,~~~-------_.,,...,.,.~ 

can fight by giving! • • • 1943-44 
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Dr. Benjamin Gainsburg 

· 11, IRMA , , FoRI•:JG • Fm s 
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'tL\IR. u-:. •. VT-Lll1-'fo, . D1v1 · IO, · 

Hyman Freedman 
Da id Javitch, arlisl 
II rry Ullman, Uddleto-. n 
Dr. I. O. ilv r, Steelton 

l\lrs. I. .J. L vitan . 

•11 \II' . I,\ 

Louis 
. E. 'J'I-'.RT.\J • ).J~. T 

nyd r 

~, Ollll· R Of 'J lll•: • 1£::,.; •• D1 l 10.r-: 

L wis dler 
Ephraim Baker 
David P. Bak r 
Ben Cantor 

(). L 1 i'fTl; I~ 

:\lr . H nry H. Br nn r 

Jlr . amu I Fink lsteiu 

.,Ir·. Gusta ra1>lan 

, Ir:;. Jo:; nh H. Levinsohu 

.Jr .. Ja ob .lill r 
II rruan Deitch 
L ui ordon 
Louis Lapkin . IJ •. Edward . 'chi isu •r 
. I y r tar u::; 

J uliu icon 
e •njarniu G. ~ iss 

Dr. Philill D. ook tab r 
Ephraim Br nu r 
Philip aplan 
Rabbi .tos Ett r 

Fink l t in 
F 11 r 

oldb r • •r 

:.\lrs. Jos ' l>h ilbcnuan 

II m·y P. oldman 
,usta Kaplan 

. lanuel Krau 
B njamin . L hnnau 
. la. L hrman 

amu I L hrmau 
Harry L vin 
Ramuel L v 
J. ,_ Lo ngard 

llabbi R ub n J. 
Philip 1\1 n kcr 
'i~ 1iller 
Henry ·a •bman 
Di·. 1ath w II. 
llabbi David L. 
,)O.'CJ)h lall 

~amu 1 in 
lnin Y 

Iagil 

h rman 
fl l' 
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pril 5,145 

Rab 1 Jo e, h • arot 
Feder tion o J wi h ha.r'ti a 
119 St tes A .. e. 
Atlantic City, i .J. 

y bbi rot, 

u so 
I no v ~rr 
roup r s t 

would 
0 f t 8 • 
tr t e I 

much ble. Follo 
be 1n H rri b d t e 

h re I 11 v t v r ~ 

• 1 tter. 
me t a 
er. I 

c· 11 
d 

1 11 
0 

s 

.e 
self 

1 hi.a 

t 0 1 1 Co e nc t e Un n l. It 
1 r & t drain on t t i le 
for an hour or so t? en 
dinner 1 ed1 tely fol in. 
tie )rocedure in S racuee l 
very t ·r1n. I s e t L t 

it 11 od 

s ·t 
0 

t w I t 
ou 111 un er 

, I e in 

Ver c l your, 

.. tB. 
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0 'A" Gilts 
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ATLANTIC CITY 

119 STATES AVENUE 

MAY 9th to 16th 

Campaign Headquarters - 119 States A venue 

Telephones: 4-5441 - 4-6101- 4-8726 

Dear Dr. ilvt?r: 

It v~ ~ ~~-nssib , because f th~ Jreat 
crowd, 0 s .3.k t . yo1 in Fhilcd l~h e. I 
ran d to t ... 11 vo • ·h ..... t E ::1<::1gni:'i ent m e -

a~e yot dellverP~ to the United P~les ine 
ppeal confer nee . I l"nc•-; thf'. every ne i !" 

+h""' t- :!. :,rg aud.:~nce v R: d pl~r stm:- d "' "".:t 

~ "1 ::,., ired. 

I ,.."'l so an :1 to P.11 you a n- c i. .. . o 
w,1...,h my aasoc1 t I r cia.ted your 
cc~inb to · 1s and drive. I a 
a priv11°)e e hi:hly . Ito how 
the eming ... ac1

" of rPs ns p.ffect a .,r,:,u . 
Hn ver, th reQults ar,. much better .c~ 
tnan th y se "'ed the.t niJht. .ctually, th 
totc1 inco-:ie of o,::- In t1al ifts Dinn r 
~~~un s to ·2A.7OC. In vi of hP f ~t t 
our to al uota .~5,COO, J~u can see h ~t 
th perce tag~ is good . ear confident 
h~t 1 a your~ ss - ea d yo r €~ oag ~e

minde ~f t . y, rm ssage that move t~ 
p 0f Q to res 0nd. 

1th repe e~ ,nank~ ~)r your el p .nd 
1th kindest )~rsonal rR.t ~sf~~~ Lr . 

~egel, ·. r. Halb ""t, s.nd :nyself, I a.rn, 

Hory 
f .. inc r 1 your, 

~. L . .._:i 
Joseph . ~r rot 

: .t..S 

''RE CUE THE 0 0 0 0 0 0 LIV ING '·,, 
I I 
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Atlantic City District 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Chairman, United Palestine Appeal 
Co-Chair an, United Jewish Appeal 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

,Tu e 

1\ ,. 

' 
I am very happy to advise you of the successful corr.pleti n 

of the Atlantic City 1943 United Jewish Appeal Drive. As you know this is the first time in seventeen years that this City has held an independent Drive for Overseas and Palestine needs. This Drive resulted because the Zionists here fought against the inclusion of the United Jewish Appeal in the so-called ar Chest Drive which was held in ovembe r 1942. fir. Cassman wanted to include this irr.portant a ge nc y in the other all in
clusive Drive, and had he been successful, I am sure that the UJA would have been included in that .. ar Chest Driv at a 
sum not over 20,000 and probably much less. ~ as t he 
President and spokes~an for the Zionists of t his city objected to such an arrangement and was able to make it possible to hold this separate Drive. 

You spoke very truly at your appearance in Atlantic City during April at our Initial Gifts Dinner that this city had not done its duty in the past years to the great emergency 
that faced our people in Europe and in Palestine, and~the 
At -antic City Jewish community was all right but that.self appointed and self perpetuated leadersh1p was no good. 

I fully realize that when I was elected as Vice-Chairman of this Drive that it was done in the spirit of a challenge 
and I so accepted it. Therefor·e it is a great satisfaction 
to be able to report to you t hat we exceeded our quota 
(quota - 35,000 -- amount raised - 39,005) and co .pleted t he Drive on the scheduled date set May 16th. 

Dr. Silver, it may interest you to know that the At l antic City tTewish community las t Thursday, Tune 3rd, elected its one Delegate to represent this Jewish comn,uni ty of 10,000 at t he forthcoming American Jewish Conference. The two 



IA 

candidates were Mr. Harry Cassman and myself. I was elected by a substantial ma;ority. 

1rith kindest personal regards, I am 

1!ost sincerely, 

os~~~d{~ 
President 
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J CLJ\SS OF <£P\ F Dt:S1REO \. 

WE STE RN 1107- B CHECK DOMESTIC CABLE 

$ THEGR~M ORO, I\ARY 

OAT 1.,RGEM 
L[r f q PATE 

ACCOU NTING INFORMATION 
S[FIAL Dff[ RREO 

UN I 0 N s - ()•, [RI< GHT 1.<.,HT 
TlLEGRA•I Lffi[R 

SPECIAL ~~ p 
S[PVIC[ PAQIOGRA"I 

TIME FILED Pa1mn1 tho 11IJ check clau of IN''-"l« 

F dm~ . othffW'llt' tht mHUgt wtH be 
tnn1m1ttNJ .u a ttl~m or R . B . W H ITE NEWC O MB C ARLTO N J.C. WI LLEVER 

ord1n.uy cablrrnm PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARC FIRST VICE- P R ESIDENT 

Send the following telegram, ,ubject lo the term, on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

I' 

To I (_ 

Street and No.-- ---------------- ---------------- -

Sender', oJJre33 
/or reference 

Sender', telephone 
number 




