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Oct )Cl 7, 1938. 

Dr . Abba Hille 'lv0r, 
United alestine Appeal , 

evcland, hie. 

Dea .ab i il er; 

On nr r 
I r· cl our of 

city 

If you i e me 
sho Jy b fore ~~ri 1 in th c:ty 

·· 11 b ple e to see 

s· cer 1 

I/e "k 



,av cooo• 
l~Al>Y. TO-WL\1. 
l4lU, t , ~a V 

THE VALLEY MERCANTILE Co. 
Pl.RC "\ lJfR\lA. , Owow 

Dr . Hbb.. Hi el uilver, 

Cleveland, 0 hio. 

De~r Doctor Silver: 

l\fc~\ llen. Texas. 
Dec. 1 , 193.::,. 

SUMS 
I• R I. HI 'C:, 
u..on,1~ 

Goo wori< should receive co ,1e,1 .. urat~ co ::ie ~tion; hence 
:ny de..,ire to coir1 ent o t 1avor.;.,;bly upon the effectivene • of Dr . Bor!.lch 
Bra.unstei.. ' s ef .:ort- on ·:; recent vi •it ta thic r a ther re. ote s 0 ction 
of the country . he fo ·ce u ne ~ o_ 1i a. r a.n e v 0 ry ' in 1 y 
o bli e " th sever· ore t :.. hi i gle sche a a c led ""or, be ·ore a 
luncheon club, at a joint Th n s~1v:..n 11 serv:· e nd _t, o .• V e; Te:a1>l e 
you "'re el ac½ua.inte· i • t 1. Su.! .t.'ice l t to !.l.l that .. u ce t , 
.,ite .;izeaole !.1mou!lt ba .. be~. c,n1.,rlcutel by our Je i s i1 po ul tion · 
the collec .,ion taken at t he above 0 ntioned joint :.:ervice :a turned 
over, c1od offe.rs h-ve b sn 11:..lde by other Chri tia.n l 1lster. t o devo te 
the co lection: of certain .;>ervices to ha c:....u"'e . 

I s: ort, Dr . Br,iun tei , in 1 • t· ·tf n .ar, h1:::.s 
urou...,ect oc· sa. tit e~t t such nn ex t ent thc;,.t benef"ci..w. re tilt., a.·e 
bound to en ue . HL~ e~ruestne ~, co plea , • th i,npre ... i ve l>er o 1-

u i ty 1111 con '=.i ue to e).ert ... o ,erf· upon .)ur non-Se , Ls 
bret~ren, I~ eert~:~ . 

Very tr:il., yo1 r..: , 



r. Louis Re n 
The V· ll re ntile Co. 
cAllen, Texa 
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J·D·C 
ATJO AL CAMPAIGN 
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LEB J. LOVENTHAL, Na.shvi/11 
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AARON s. RAUH, s,. Louis 

CHARLES Ro EN, N,w 0rl1a11s 
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ATHAN M. TBIN, Mi/u:ade, 
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HENRY WINEMAN, D1lroi1 

And National Campaig11 Offiurs 
ix-Officio 
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9 tional ota 5, 00,000 

Joint Distribution Committee Campaign 
100 EAST 42ND STREET, New York 

Rabbi Abba · 11el ilver 
The Te le 
East 105th treat at Ansel oad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear bbi Silver: 

I am pleased· to ad,,1s you that • and rs . ouis 
Hext r .rho a.re no~ residing at the Commander Rotel 
Cam~rid, , s., ch tts , have fori rded to our 
;natio 1 beadqua ·te s a contributi on of 10. 00 for 
the 1 38 Joint uti n Co i ttee C npaign . 
J, r . c:cter i fC: s a this subscr iption is 
mndo in your arr. ppreciation for your services '. 

With kiPd re~ards , I 

C:SSC 

;_;:t:"~ 
Jsidor ·oo s 
ationnl Dir ector 

THE A.MERJCAN JEWJSH JOJ T DJSTRIBUTJO COMMITTEE, l ·c. IS SUPPORTED 
SOLELY BY VOLUNTARY CONTlllBUTIONS 
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PUBLIC SERVICE CORPORATION 
01· TEXAS 

C 

' ! ID- ONTINEN T B U JLDI v 

February 3, 1939 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
i Temple 
105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Rabbi Graubart, who recently returned from the 
Washington conference, advised me that be discussed with you the 
po ssi bi 11 ty of your vis1 ting the South during the com.1 ng month, 
including Fort Worth in your itinerary. This letter is prompted 
by informe.tion which I have just received that you expect to visit 
Houston, Texas and I am writing to you to urge that you errange 
to visit Fort Worth following your appearance in Houston. I make 
this request because I em very mu.ch interested in the Jewish Fed
eration of Fort Worth and feel that you can render a great service 
to the local comnunlty. 

I am an ex-resident of Cleveland and spent many 
delightful Sundays in the Temple when 1 t was located on the corner 
of 55th and Central, and in its present location on 105th Street. 
If the members of the local community have not learned about you 
through the press, they certainly have through me, for I have been 
boasting about you ever since I came to Texas, nearly twenty years 
ago. Not only will your presence in Fort worth be of tremendous 
assistance to our Federation, but it will demonstrate to the Jewish 
Community of t his city tbe.t I have been very modest in my praises. 
I assure you that this statement is not intended to be idle flattery. 

I am not unmindful of the tremendous burden which you 
have assumed and were it not for the tact that you are planning to 
visit this }'.8rt of the country, I would not ask you to giTe up a day 
for the benefit of Fort Worth. 

IEH:McD 

Awaiting your reply, I am 

Sincerely yours, 



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC. 
342 MADISON AVENUE 

To 

From 

Subject 

MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

Mr. M. Robert Herman 

Air Travel cards 

Date March 8, 1939 

I sm enclosing herewith 7our air travel charge card on the United 
Jewish Appeal, Inc. account. 

Will 7ou be good enough to sign this card immediately upon receipt. 
In case of loss, please notify this office at once, so that we, in 
turn, mq notify the air line to stop honoring such card. 

Whenever you travel by air on behalf of the UJA, we would appreciate 
your charging the trana:portat1on to this account rather than to aDT 
other account for which 7ou may now hold a card. 

Please sign the attached receipt and return to the United Jewish Appeal, 
342 Madison Avenue. 

MRH:I.$T 
Eno. 

M. Robert Herman 
Director of Jield Staff 



Mr. II. Robert Herman 
United Jewish Appeal 
342 Madison Avenue 
Ne York, M.Y. 

My de r r. Heraan1 

llarcb 9, 1959 

I received your telegram. The re son I h ve as ed to h ve 
someone else take the towns in Texas ia becau.e •r. on or a ked me to 
take the towns of ashvi.lle, Atlanta and Richmond on the 25th, 26th and 
27th of April. Thia crowds ay_ program for the next fe weeks terrifically. 
I u to be awa froa Cleveland •arch 19th through 25rd, and If I am to 
go to Texa8, I will be way mot of he following week; &nd then I am to 
be in New York on Sunday, April 2nd. This is rally too uch of a good 
thing ••.• Furthermore, r can only give three day to Texas, and he three 
cities, as you pro bl know, are vast distances apart. I am wonderln 
whether you haTe checked up on the ane ched~lee to discoTer whether I 
can actually ■ake these three towns on three consecutive evening~. I 
should not want to ride all day on a tniin and then have to spesk in 
the evening. 

Plese canvass the eituation ~ain, eee whether the Te as 
co unities will not have substitute for ■e and, if not, whet er I can 
actually uke these hree to ~son three consecut1Te evenings. 

You know, of course, that I am aleo chairmnn or he local 
Cleveland Ca■paign and that we are soon toge under way to organize our 
wor here. I would like to devote ae much time e ! possibly can to he 
success oft e local Ce.mpaign. 

I h Te been compelled to decline an invitation from innee olis 
tor pril 14th or 21st. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Ver, cordiall yourf', 

AHSaBI 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Rahbi Jonah B. W ise 

National Chairmen 

Telephone V Anckrbih 6-2080 

UNITED JEvVISH APPEAL Cine.> FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

ON BEHAL F OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and 

NATIONAL CO -ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND. INC. 

342 MADISON AV ENUE 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 

rch 14, 19'9 

r . Abba Eillel Silver 
~'he Temple 
Ba.st 105th Street at. sel .oad 
Clevalc.nd, Ohio 

Dear Dr. ilver: 

ank you for your lette~ of l~arch 13th. le 
re writing to Dr. Ben -! • Sele an tod v to 

advise him ·hen ou lan to arrive . oeton . 
I Know th t the C pe.ign Co i ttee will \·'ieh 
to meet you u on your arrival . 

In ccor ce :1i th Ur . . 1ontor• s quest, we h ve 
booked Ludwii Lgre, rell mown newsp per corres
nondent '";nd ne~s commentator, to occupy your 
pulpit on April 2nd instead o . Jo c i Prinz . 

oulo. you be good eno _ to let me ow when you 
will wish .r. Lore to !'lrrive in Cleveland, wh t 
time your service will te.ke pla.ce , d any 
other inform tion "hich you deem necessary . 

'\, i th nd regards , I am 

----.:--- • .:.~ erm..~n 
irfbtor of ield t £f 



r. • Robert R rman 
United Jewish !pp al 
542 Madison Avenue 

ew Yor , N.Y. 

y dear r. He ana 

Karch 16, 19~9 

Before rece vin .our letter inf rming th t 
you had booed r. dwig Lore to occ p ulpit on 
!prll 2nd, I h d itten to r. ontor s ge tin the 
name of r. arvln ..,o nthal. I out refer a di cu. sion 
or the Jewish ubj ct a, I h v h d, durin the r, 
so e outstanding .e like John Gunther and Prince RubertW5 
zu Lowenstein di cu a e re nt politic l t tion. 
Pl se let e o met er r. Low nthal i v 'lable. 

With all god i e, Ir in 

V r"i cordi 11 our , 

s K 



• arch 

r. R. Robert Herman 
nited Je.i~h Appeal 

~4 adison venue 
Ne1 iork, N.Y. 

• de r r. He ana 

Rabbi ~ilver h s re u0 ted e to ~end yo the 
enclosed letter fro lrA. F. Cl yton and er contrib• tion 
to the United Jewish Ap eal. 1 a e ac'no· ledge her 
letter -.end contribution. 

ith best i h-s, I re:nain 

Ven• sine erel .. our , 

BJ Secret to B bi Silver. 
·nc. 



Jcv.ss OF SERVIC£ DESIRE°'" 
DOMltSTIC CAaL.lt 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

OAYLffiER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MESSAGE LETTER 

NIGHT SHIP 
LETTER RADIOGRAM 

Pa~ llboalcl check daaof Mniee 
daind; otbtrwiM m-.,. will be 

~ltted u a foll•raUI 
eommoni.,._tlon. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

NltWCOMa CARLTON J . C . WILLllVll:R 

l.l06 A 

CHECK 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

TIME FILED 

---======-==-----
R , a. WHITlt 

ftll■etD■NT 

= c;;;;;:"::::"'=-"-= .. "="=o="=T="=•=-=,...====="='"="="''=c=•·="'"=•=••=o=•"=T==......;;;;; ...... :;;;:~~~~~~;;-Send lhejollo1»lng mUJOge, wbjecl lo the lemu on bac~ hereof, which are lierch11 a,rud to 

Collect 

Robert Herman 
United Jewish Appeal 
342 Madison Ave. 
Ne York, N.Y. 

BB! SILVER I ..1 NOT ADORES LU CHF .. 1 

ON TWENTY EIGHTH 

March 2? , 1939 

~EETI G FORT W RTH 

Bessie Kline, Secretary 

WESTERN UNION MESSENGER~I ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES 



Kr. Henry Ittelson 
1 P rk Avenue 
Ne York, N.Y. 

U dear Ur. Ittelsona 

April 6, 1959 

Last Sunday at the meeting • t the H• rmonie Club, Mr. La. ker spoke to 
me abut the firth member to the llocations Committee which we are to 
select. He entioned the name of r. Louis Kir tein or Bo ton. I told 
him that personally I ould be delighted if ·r. irstein would accept and 
that I would recommend the naae to th Executive Committee or the Jnited 
Palestine Appeal. I am happy to inform you that our Coamittee 1 delighted 
with the eugge tion of r. irs en'$ naae and that Dr. Goldman and I, a! 
the two ■e■bera on the il1ocat·ons Committee representing the nited Pale tine 
Appeal, will vote in favor of. hi election. I assume that you approve of 
it along with r. Laaker. In the.t case, ould uggeet th t e end a 
letter of invi tion to Mr. Kiretein in the name of the four present members 
inviting hi■ to become the fifth ember of the Committee. 

I left the meeting, last Sunday afternoon, Tery much heartened and 
inspired. I tho ht that it was a great meeting and th t the Jewry or ew 
York had risen in a splendid manner to a great challenge. I know that 
much of the succees or the meeting wae due to you and to the kind of dynamic 
leadership which you have given the campaign. That !lhould ea source or 
deepest satisfaction to you as it is to all of us. 

With all good ishe, I remain 

oet cordially your, 

AHSiBK 



\ 
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~I TY- E BRO DW 

LBW YoRR 

April 6,199 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

t the request of r . Henry Ittelson I m 
enclosi.~g herewith certain strictly confidential backgro~nd data 
concerning hich it is expected th~t a meetin Till be hel<l in 
Ne York on April 15th. There are enclosed: 

HFL. LG 
Enc . 

(1) The stri tly confi en iai memo~ ndum hich 
Mr. Rublee brou h back ro ~ermany· 

(2) A resume of the convers tions held at Mr. Myron 
TEi.ylor's offic; 

(3) A memorandum ritten by me descriptive of the 
proposed corpor tlon; 

(4) Comment by r . Bern rd Flexner. 



: [El,'ORA1JX.TI{ COlf0ERi.-r:;G- THE oz: ~-l;I ZATION 
0~' ~_l~_T:JR..: . ..\r:;: o::a1 '}0a:-:?03ATI O-

TO F .. AFD~_?.EFUG·EE 1.7:>RIC 

This me□Or8.l1du1n is my nersoi1a.l OT)inior.. on tl1.e questions rn.i sed in r.i_r 

:-:1inc=. 1r- t~1e several 11 ,l)e:.~s l1anded ;-1e bjr i~r . Linder 1 :hich, I u..-riderstand, 

c;ron out of : :r . Ta:·lor I s re~1ort s :it several conferences helcl. ,i t:1 :1irn 

toucl1inc tl1e refu··ee ,robler.:i and t' e \70rk of i~~.-- . Rublee . 

Underl~rini'; the nl1ole !)roblen, e.s I see it, is t:-1.e fact that private 

acti vi t:r, unaided b;' governments, can touc:1 onl~, t:1e outer frin:'.;e of this 

vast proble::-1. 

Eve:r-y doubt tliat r.1ay exist with reference to the ::9roposals raised in 

1.·r . Ru.blee 1 s report should be resolved in :::ivor of t:iat report . I mean this : 

that ul1ether t: e effort be sm ... JJ. or lnrge, on effort in good faith should 

be made by t:'le .A.mericn.n eroup to irn .. ,lement t ll.is report if the .Aneric~n croup 

om the In er~overnmental 

Conmittee c\nd the President of the United S ~.tcs. The .Ar.ierican gr~::_) •ill 

be fairly open to t nat charL;e nnless so□e efJ..ort is □ode b., .. tl1.e American 

group to assist in mald.n-:_: tl1e :!:l.u.blee l'e"Jort ,-,~1~~ . :Briefl:r, rove:-cni11ental 

particip:1.tion in this overrr:1elninG proble::, :'i ll Oill~r follo 1 if T)rivP,te 

a-;enci es have made so 1e effort to ·!e,rd sol vini::; it . 

Tl1e papers ,:1i en. I :1e.ve seen ur~;e an active effort; 1.hri t I shall SD.;!' 

is directed to an ex.oninf'!tion of the nro'"'osoJ.s indicated. 

Tl1e organization of rui inter:1.:i tional corpo:ce.tion is nronosed. Such 

corporntio~1 will be orga.ni zed un0.er 3ri ti &l larr; t:1e meetin(2;s of its Board 

of Directors ml 1_ be held in Lend.on; Directors , other t: a._-i :Bri tisll Directors, 

.. ill be re~:,re sen ted b:'" al terna.tes; ~or1c i :1 di ffe:~ent T)ert s of t:1.e '70 ~1 d 

r.rill be carried on b"'7' con.':li ttees or suosidi:i1~ies, or other .:;;roups ,-:,.10 v10uld 

be directed from and ~~o mtld renort to London . From my Oi7ll experience, I 

think all of t:'! e above ass'UD!)tions are sound. 
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SUcl1 an int-erne.tJ.cn.:w. cor>o.·at1.0·1 ,; ~u J. d. · ,e :::, ni sta':e: 

tion to Uie charce of in :;er wt~ onal fi.n.:nci.al Jevrr"r and nll of the 

in:)li cati o:..1s in vc 1 ved in tl1i 5 c:i1arce. 

:B. Ti.lcre is not the slic;htest doubt in my oind (considering the world-wide 

distribution of tne problem) tnat such cornoration ~ould be inefficient . 

Located and o.d.mini ste:ced in London, it • ·ould re1resent largel "'r a 

3ritish :,oint of vierr, :ind it is quite ·1ossi ~Jle t :1.~.t its activities 

me,1r oe susce--tible to influence b~- Britisll trade nolicv·. This 70u.ld be 

es':)ecially unfortunate t the nresent time because of the o.tti tnc.e f 

a le.r.1e :11art of tl1e Arae::-icm1 :9ublic. It cru1not "be overlool,.ed tl1at the 

United St.,tes is mc1ld.ns a cont~.i1u.ous e :-··ort i n ever·~ nos sible TTP.:' to 

brinG closer t~1c reJ. ,:,,. tions between t.J.c u,1i ted St2.tes c>.nd La.tin Ar.1erica, 

wl1ich offers se ~t l emen t possibilities in o. number of ·)laces . The 

United States has OEi en squarely up a:,ainst Germl'.,n and I tn.lia.n tr0.de 

in ever7,r ,;,ny to broc.d~n t hei::. .. m'\r'-c. t t :-·.1d i ~1cr\:JLse t~tei r influence . If 

a British co;·1.r>an~r is or;::ani u~: aad ac'L 1i:1i s t,' 'l".'ed from London, the United 
trade 

Stp.tes mif.;!1t be confror:tocl vrit l1 ad1itio.n.'-2. ~r·itish/activity. 

c. nor can one overlool: tho po ssi bi lit .. ,. of 2, :;naj or Euro:nean war , and it is 

at least reasonable to assume tl1a t a ~1 ~ .. ti s.~1 doL1in.'." ted con-ry~n r vrould be 

in a less favurn.ble :Josi t.1.on 1,0 ca:..·:;.--~; (Hi ,,c ·d v1. ties us eomT)ared ·ri th an 

American cor:-,oration~ 

D. The British are confronted with a ,co-f'ound o blir;ati on in Palestine, and 

t:1e :Sri ti sh atti tu.de to tlli s obli c.;~tion :10.s ~,roused and 11ill continue 

to arouse ti1e severest criticism. A 3ritish donin .. ted co::c"Jo:co.tion will 

i thout clouot be 13.l"r,el·- influe ced ·,i th reference to tl1at ·1roble;.1 by 

the nolic"' of t:1e Britisi.1 Govez-nment . There is not the sliGhtest doubt, 
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stron& ob.jections in t:iis ca:1.,;:,t:r;: because of the Palestine situation. 

E. Excluding P~lestine, in rhlch both British and Anericans have partici

pated, and ,,ill undoutted.17 continue to narticipnte, throuf;11 a{;encies 

wor1<inr, ~"ler e, the po ssi bili ties of settlement fall cenerall~, into two 

Geocraphical cl~ssifications: a) t~ose mthin British influence, 

b) t ~1o se wi t:1111 .American influence . 

To illust1~p.te : those ,i. thin British influe:..1.ce a'i"e !{enya, Tan,:--an:""i 1ca, 

British Guinna, and .A.ustralia - al thOU&'i it should not be forGotten l'.;h.1.i 

.Australia 11as opened bf the Refucee Economic Cori101~atio11 after London 

had frowned on it . en the subject ~as reoDened, the Refugee Economic 

Corpo:rt'l.tion ,m.s requested by the Austrn.:~:~a.,.'1<- 11 to leave London out of it 11 • 

~:bite set tlenent en. ::nc1.sse is not ·1Os si ble either i n Ken,re, or Tanc anyikct,. 

Britis~1 Guiana is at ·1resent 1."..Ilder i:nvesti-:otio· by a Com.,issioJ . 

i7i t~li.n Anericc1.n. influP-nce are Santo tnominr;o I Costa RicD, Centrnl and 

South .Aneric~, and t~e P~ilip~ine Isla::iQ~. 

The 1')0Ssi bili t""r of m:? .. ss settlene:it in Sa11to D0•-:ine;o ,·:as opened b~r the 

Refugee Economic Co1,orati 0:1 . Tile snne tl1i.n:~ is true of the Fhi 11:ppines, 

where a. contr olled immi,:;ration is now under TTay, and has been from the 

moment that the RefU,f;ee Econonic Corporation begru.1 its ne0otiations. 

A.11 authorities agree that clinati call~,., geoeranh.ically, and industriRlly, 

Costa Rica offers oost excel)tionn.l op1;ortunities . W'nen :,olitical obstacles 

there are overco::ie, this eni{;r'l.ti on -,lan oa:r be consUJ!lJ!lated . 

It can readil:- be seen (ar·ain excludin~ P~1estine) that the r.iost 

important settleoent nossibilities are nt~in tae so-called A.aerican sphere 

of influence . A comr.Jission is nt work in Sn.nto Donin.-o - nractically o.t the 

end of its worlc - all of the :ienoers of ri:1ic..>1 <~ re United Ste.tes Government 
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er.1:,l,1yees . A. Cor:r.-.1issjor:. of fi.·\·P. js ~nits"'<-'.:' o t: ... e Philip~_1i:1es, t· ree 

of ,-,hnsc nenbers are Un~ted Stc.tcs Co ;ernment eri;Jloyces; t! e o her trro n.re 

on t~ c pr.]roll e:f tl1c REfu,r.e1:. ::-.~c.1:>r.iic Co:.-,,ore.tion. These Car.missions '"Tere 

orcanized b~r Dr . Isniah 30fI!'la.l1, ··ith t:1e assistance of t'e Jersormel of 

the Uni tee States Depcrt;1ei.'l t~ of State, A:-ricu.l tu.re and Interior, throu. l1 

the efforts of tl1e Refu';ee Econonic Conorc1.ti on. 

Dr. 3ow:uan, :rl.10 is su:i_:,ervisinc; all. er:..,1or£:.t.:.on ,..,orl: of t:1e various 

indivictu.o.ls a.:""1.cl crou~1s t'1ro11[~h tlle r;1lter Hines Pn.:-_:e Sc~1ool at t:1e Johns 

Ho~..,1:ins Uni ve1--z.:. t:, : as -m interJ. ntionc:i.l ::-e1:rv.1 :.'.tio:i in }tis field. .All 

cf t}1e eX11enses of t:1ese C017.:"'1issions :1?,ve bee·1 ·,:J.ic. o:r t.1 e :aefucee Econo-~ic 

Cor·:,or:-ti on . 

Notr.ri thstanding the nossi ble ~?laces of nass settleI!lent in the .American 

zene, it is clear that if an international cornoration is organized it 

m.11 dominate the ·,hile field. It is quite as cle.,.r tl1P..t such donine.tion 

would oe a serious □i stake ancl. as I have -,ointed out ·1ould not be !elcomed 

in tl1i s ~oun tr:r. 

I agree t:1at there is fcrc~ in t~1e ~rroposal tl1at contact with the Gennan 

Government ;Just be na.in tainea. "b~r o. c.;rou!J lor.n i: crl ne:irer to GerrJa1t3r than the 

United States . T'.u.i s statement does not . ffect the argument I have nade 

acainst an international cori1oi~:,.tion . The answer , as I see it, is that the 

British sb.ould be encourar~ed to ore:;az1i ze tl1ei r o m. cor·)orati on . An arrance

rJent couJ.c. oe made ')e t,78en su h a Bri ti sl1 c1n-• "Orc~tion and the .Ar.lerica.n 

cor1orati on, or a committee or::ani zed b,, bot::.'. ('T01'._1s , as the acency for 

con tac ting the Ger:J.?..n Govermnen t. Sue..½. c?n £"1.(;c!lc~r r10,ud. be ;:1ad.e u~-, of :Sri ti sh 

anc. ,Ai-:,erica.n reT)resentr-tives , :'.nd., if it coulc. ,ossibl:; be c>.rranc;ed: Govern

ment re~resent~tives as uell. 

What is envi sn..:;ed in t :1i. s 2_1lan is ,:;!,:,t }1~.s bser. t·' e ,:.:oli c.: of the .Refu[;;ee 

Economic Cor~oratioa froo its or~~nization. There is no sound reason for the 



erganization of a new .Ameri~an ~v}'!)o:~ation. Is all of the work that has 

been done by the Ref~gee Economic Corporation (the ext~nt of wnich is only 

hinted at in t~is brief memorand..llll) to be junked? Its files are the largest 

files anywhere on the whole subject. It has established the nucleus of the 

best grou? of experts that has ever been ccllected in this country, and it 

is a working organization The only possibilities that were officially 

announced in Lend.on ·oy the Interg0vernmental Cammi ttee - to wit: the Philippines, 

Sant:) Domingo, and Aust!'alia - were n..atters that had been originally n~·ga."1.-

i zed and develope~ b? the Refugee Economi~ Cnr1oration, 

It may be advis&1Jle to have s0m.e f.me1"ioa."1 participat:.on i:i a :British 

Corporation. Such participation nee1 n0t be ~Jr a larJa sum. In my view, that 

money should not be personal subscriptions :f !~orica.ns. The participation 

should be made by the Refugee Economic Cor,oration, and the representntive or 

representatives on t~e 3oa~d of the British co oration should represent the 

Refugee Economic Corporation. 

The Refugee Economic Corporation as a xatter of course should be 

strengthened and enlargec., £,..."1.d every cf::01-r, ci:.oci0.. "'ce nadt} in strengthening 

and enlarging it to persuade :Ir,. 1.'{:'v!l Ta.~r~c r) ar1d ot:her men like him, to 

join its Board, with Mr, Tayl)r as its Cnc.1irh1M 0.1.· its Honorary Presidcnto 

The Refugee Economic Cornor~tion has consistentlv taken the nosition that 
~ . 

its beneficiaries shouJ.d be non-Jews as well as Jews. Considering tho amount of 

cooperation that is being offered and has been effected on the part of Chris

tians and Christian organi=ations the world over~ these two cor,orations - one 

in England and one here - !':~C·uld have· as t:~cir ;,:c;nc..:ic-i:1rics non-Jcwi sh as well 

as Jcwi sh refueees. 

The following is a summn.ry of the adYa"'ltages of retaining tho Refugee 

Economic Corporati on to implano::1t the :-ru.b:u:,c ::cpor".;: 

A. Its charter is ulroao~ adapted to all the activities envis3€cd. 

13, It has ini t iatod c.11 of the p:-:-oj0c;t.!cJ i:i the -;'lectc::.,i Hemisphere which 

hold promise of affording possibilities of mass scttlemont; 
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A..-:1erica"'l StD.te Je:,.1rtne'i'l t, ,;: c::'e it r,:r: j0•rs the confidence 

n. ln the course of its investi;;nti 01 .. s and acti vi ti es, it has 

established solid contacts i7i t}1 t :1e ':ey , ·overnments and ~1as been 

able to estnblish its presti c e r1ith tl1ese governments as a thore 

OU{;hly dependable bo~r, careful in its fact-findin~. nntl, above 

all, circums'!)ect in its ,ublicit:,, . The importance of this last 

factor can hardly be e~Gero.ted, because nbatever comparRtive 

s.1.ccess has ever been attained must be at tri bu.ted in "1 .... rt t() the 

avoidance of publicity, and its attendant embarras:srient to 

governments. 

E. Tnrough Dr. Isaiah J3m·,man and the Walter ~ines P[)re Sc~1ool of 

International Relations, and dth the coouera tion of the Sta te 

Depart nent, the Refueee Econo:u.c Corporrition ~1as orga."li zed t 10 

scientific commissi~ns ch:lrged with tbe investiGation of Santo 

Domingo , and the Fhili;?1ine Islan&s . It bas tllu.s established 

the nucleus of a permanent iJersonnel t:1c.1.t \·dll be most important 

in the continuance of settlenent activities. 

Summari zinr; my vieus , they anount to the following~ 

1. Private ini tinti ve ~J.o:ie mll not ·1rove sufficient in deal inc '",i th 
the ref~'"'ee yroblem. 

2 . An effort oust be nade to translate t he Rublee Plan into concrete action. 

3. Government ~artici~ation nu.st follov private initiative in making the 
Rublee Plan uorl<. 

4 . SeT)arate orgnni zati ons s!1ould carry on t:1e work in London and in 1 e 1 Yarrk, 
each m thi:1 their arm s~ere . 



5. A joint comr;1i t tee should unc.e:rta'-e rn.l.'-'.teve1~ re':;resant i"l tions ~, 

be ncces<'!rir:r vis-a-vis the Gemen Goverrunent . 

6 . T£1e Refugee Eco110::1ic Cor-"'oration is to be t ·1e A,r:1eric3n orf:-mization; 

and. h similnr En,s;lish orgenization ic; to be established. 

7 . T!1e 3oard. of t:1e RefU.[;;ee Eco,o-,ic Cornorn.tion sJ1ould oe stren:-;

thened and ::-iade nore reuresent~ti ve, narticul.? ,1.,:- throug;.1 t1 e in-
. - . 

clusion of 1;r . 1.I~rro'1 c. T~rlor as CJ.1airr.uan. 

April 5, 1939 



NOT•, : 'Ihe follov,ing is wri ttcn by a 
perso~ sympathetic to the organiza
tion of the proposed cor poration 
despite the risks inherent in such 
action. No discussion of the nega
tivE- nspcrl,s of the situation is in
clue ed 

BACKGROUND 

March ,!9, 19 ?19 . 

Following the Evian Conference lust swmner, the office of the 

uirector 1..1f the Intergovernmental Committee \W.S eng..,ged for sc~veral mon ~hs 

in negotic:.t.~ng ·11i th rcpresentati ves of inter6sted government...: .i h a view 

to finding places of settleoent for irvoluntary emigrants fro:n Gurmeny, 

and in preparation for anticipated conferences wi tn the Gerr::nn Government . 

The lutt.er talks inl i .'3ted in London in December V! re conc.:luC!Ld in Berlin 

in F&bruary by Mr. Rublee v;i th Herr V ohl that representing the Germen 

Gov<:;rnment . Mr . Ruble""1 

Sch.•c:ht , llQ Herr Wohl that, 

ter m y meetings .. "'1th technical experts , Dr . 

d 71ith t,he approval of the highest author·-

ties of the R~ich, ret\lrned to Londot early in Februar:.r to rnport to the 

representatives of the trd.rty-trm governments comprising the I ntergovern-

mental Committee . Th statement which he brought beck is h~iluteral in 

character and states in its preamble that the program outlined therein 

will be put into effect only if th~ rest of' the ·orld giv·s evidence of 

its willingness to comply d. th the conditions laid do .n. 'l'he salient 

fc[.:.tures of the plan, insofar us the personc..l treutml-:nt of Jews is con

cerned , may b~ summ~rized as f ollo~s : 

(1) 150,000 wage earner~ are to be cmigr~ted in three to ive yea.rs 
(probc.bly five). Their dt..pendE.nts to follow afte;r emigrants 
have established themselves in countries of settlement; 

(2) Those remaining permanently and those ·t1:, i ting ec.igrGtion shall 
be permitted to live tranquilly and to the ext~rt tnat they are 
fit for employment shall be given e1nployme:nt segr<~gatcd from 
Aryan ·"orker-s . There is to be no Ghettoiz tion ·.ltnough they 
will be required to live in all Jewish houses . There sho.11 be 
no recourse to outside charity for the ::;upport and maintenance 
of these p~rsons. 
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( 3) Presumably none except those guilty of crimes ,:ould be de
tained in concentration camps. 

( 4) No flight tax or other discriminatory tc:•.xation is to be 
levied against those, emigrating in accordance id th the 
program. 

It is significant and warrants emphasis that the ntergovern

mental Cornmlttce at their plenary session in London, because of the uni

lateral character of tnc Germc.11 agreement and although it congratulated 

and expressed deep app~eciation of the Director's work, merely authorized 

the Dire:ctor to inform Herr Wohlthat that the Committee had taken no·te 

of the memorandum, that it had, v1as, and will continue to use its best 

efforts to find places of settlement for involuntary emigrants from 

Germany, and had learned with interest of tne proposed formation of an 

International Settlement Corporation. 

IMPELLING REA ONS FOR ACTION 

(1) The President of the United Statts, ;~r . Taylor, Mi·. Ruble~, 

his associates, and the heads of 32 governments, sympathetic to the 

problem with which we are all concernea, who accepted the President's 

invitation should be encouraged to continue their humanitbrian efforts 

for reasons rhich reqQi.re no elaboration . 

(2) The Jewish problem is at the present time in the control of 

the mo~t moderate :,,embers of t.he Reich Government and their hand, be

cause of th internal political situation in Germany, mus be strength

ened if an improved position for the Jews within and n more orderly 

exodus f•:,r those leaving is to be arrfillged. 
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( 3) Since the partici1Jatit g governmer.!·Ls helve acted very slor.ly in 

opening their doors to the refugees, the only tangl ble ge;sture v:hi ch can 

be mado indicf_ting a desire to have the Ger,nPJJ proposal put into effect 

is the organization of a corporation . 

(4) Mr . Pell, who is the Vice-Diroctor of the Cvrnmittl•e, ha'"' re

ported that on his visit to Berlin after the meeting in Lendon, the Gt~rman 

authorities charged r1ith putting the agreement into effect expressE:d im

patience that nothing h.ad been oone by the outside world . 

CORPORATION 

It is proposed that a corpora ion • be knm\rn a'"· the Refugee 

Transfer Corporation, or by some other suit bl~ name, be or 0 anized under 

the joint a1 spices of America.."1, British, French, Dutch and Svnss Jews, 

tiild that it be ctomlciltd in London. The place of incorporation will bE: 

decided upon after due considera ion by ccmpetent advisers ns 1,0 taxa

tion and other legal status. 

Gorporate and Capital Structure 

Tho corporation ;::,lanned would be a 11i~oth-r 11 compai;y (not a 

conventional holding company) ?:hich, after a period of test, would be 

closely associated .. it ~ serie of affi iatt:d compani~s creanized in 

the several countries above mentioned. It r•ould have c s5.mple cepi tal 

structure of shares of capitt.l tock representing the equivalent 

of tl , 000, 000 of paid in capital . While its authorized capital should b 

some,hat higher, say '.~5,000,000, th&re is no need tu cont~mplatc its en

le rgement beyond sue!'"~ a .t'igure. When and • f very large su.":ls of money ·rre 
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1·cquircc for t! L.; finrrncing o1 <me vr more comprehensive sc ttlement 

schemes it may be prc:-;uroed thi~t the affili~tc:d componies will be used 

~s vehicles since it is unlikely thllt tmy national group's C€1 Fi t~l rill 

he c.v··i.lfable in subs tantiul amount~ unless :nanaged by its 'JVTI cit· z€n'"". 

It is self-evident th&t no comprehensive scheme f or the 

sEttlcmcnt of hundreds of ti.1.ousrsnds of pGople c@1 br- en-✓.isaged 'ri th :mt. 

;:,ovE r 1mental ,.rnsistance. Such assistance may he granted in tltE: form 

01 loans tn fa corporation organized for t,h-..' purpose of s Ltling r-efugc:es 

1,.;Il its orm territory or on tcrri t0ry v,i thin i ta sphere of influence, but 

direct ssistancc to n intcrnationu.l corporation is highly improb,3.ble. 

~Ahlu .. gement of MothE:r Corporc.tion 

Since the marhigoment of the; corpor. .... tion will be con~&rnad prin

ciµe.lly in uealinr, v:i tL the G Jrrn&n Govert;mentul ::mthori tie ..... , it .is de sir

~- blc if not essential tha l LS princi al r.d'f ic.;( r be an Aryan . 'The se:l2c

tion of B sui li:•ble porson can be left tc., t :1c LrJglish group in consul ta

tion of ccurse ,·,i th the: Americ&.n .!;nci the other national gr oups cuncerncci . 

It.s office should be loce1ted as clos• to the: scene of nctivity t.s is con

si tent ni th complete freedcm of section - he.:nce Lonaon is .;,Ubgf"·tcd f or 

his purp,JSt.! . 

Functions 

I - Economic 

The German t!grLeJO£;n prr;viaes for t e mobilizF_tion of 25~ w• 

the G<:rra&r1 Jewioh assets tc, be ht.::ld in tru.;;t 1:rJ three trust~e .. ~, t,1.0 of 

whom will be appointees of tht.: RGicn &nct the third selec td by uutcide 

Jewry. 'I'his fund v·ill be: av:1ila le for transfer in the form of German 

goodp to be uscG primarily by the emigrants or their commur.itien a their 
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final sett,lement locations. It is impossible to estimate accurately the 

amount of the fund but it is expected to be consider::.ble and may range 

betv,een 500,000,000 and l,000,000,000 Reichc:narks. 

(a) The corporation ~~11 in effect become the purchasing agent 

i'or goods, machinery and equipment. This will include selection of mater

ials , negotiation of price, supervision cf quality, deliverJ dates, and 

transnortation arrc::11 0 ements. 

(b) When gouds are purc!'lased ":hich contain 1 ar: materials ncquircd 

outside Germany the agreement provides that the Reich shall be rcimbursGd 

for the cost of such wat~ria.ls. The corporEtion will n8gotiatc: such 

settlements, finance such payments or ~•rill 'be the vehicle through which 

credi t,s for th:-. t purpose secured by the goods vr • 11 be arranged. 

( c) Should the time ever come when Gx?rmm1 currency is freely trans

f Grable into oreign exchange, the corporai:.ion rill ef'f0ct the transfer . 

(d) The coordination of purchase and transfer with the flow of emi

gration \,ill also be the business of the c rp0ration. 

II - Political and Social 

The German Government has nev r officially recognized the Inter

governmental Committee. That being the case, its future activity is 

expected to be primarily the finding of pl::..ces for and ssistance in the 

settlement of tho involuntary emigrants . It will of courcc eoopernt.e fully 

with the corporation and its affiliates to this end, but those aspects of 

the agreement v:hich relate to the treatment of JewG remaining in Germany or 

av,ai ting en igrntion, in fact most contacts with the German Government v.'ill 

presumably be made by an officer of the corporation. The problems with 

which they will be concerned will include among others : 
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(s) 'fhe support of nged una infirm Je,n;; 

(b) forking concii tions for those Q le to be g3infully em1>L '>YL-d; 

(c) Housing conditionn; 

(d) The probl m of cuncentr.'ltion cnmp c&s(;s; 

(c) P~ssport difficul ies; 

(f) A complete census of potential emigrants and dcpenc.ont· i1-

cluoing capacities will eit,hcr h6ve to bE: made or supervic.ed; 

(g) S&lect.i.on of emigrants in ccordina.tion with pla~es of d€:stin-

atior ; 

(h) The er.lar emcnt of \;!Xi sting and nrgani zation of add:l ti,.)nal re

straini g fncilities. 

All of thes 1 social problems ·;.,ill be cc.:.rried on in collaborat~on 

d th the G~rm,m Jei';ist orgarizetions 3tJd th- ir subsiuic .. ries but th re is 

r~ason to assume th=.-i.t a i orvign corf)or&.t'on created under the auspices c;f 

the• Ir:?tL.rgovernmentel Committee and in accordance ·::i th n mE•morarlciu:n 0f the 

German Government .for thC:: purpo•·e of Lnn emuntil g that memoranoum shoulc.: 

be e. more effec ti vc group in dealing rJi L;h the Rt.:ich. 

Please r oto that no discussio. concerned v1i th the: funct.ions of a 

corporation Gngaged in the manifold activities of a large-scale settlement 

is contained above ; rather an attempt hE.s be~n made to limit the ~.:.ze &nd 

scopt:: to the minimum required to indicate to the Germar~ authori ti cs a 

desire to proceed in accordance "'.:i th the terms of their memorendum. 



April 17, 1 59 

r. Robert Herman 
United Jewish Appeal for Refugees 
542 adisan Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 

y dear Kr. Hermans 

Ra bi Isaerman informed me that r. Paul iuni and 
Rabbi F.dgar agnin ,.ere to address a meeting in St. Louis 
of the S?ecial gifts committee Qn Sun ay, April 16. I wonder 
whether it would be po~sible to persuade r. uni to come 
to Cleveland any tiiD.e between nQw and ay 7. e would then 
arrange a e ec al if.ts thering h re 0 r.e I am sure he 
could be tremendously elpful. Please let me know by ire. 

With best ·shes, I remain 

Ver cordially )lours, 

AHS1BI 
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RABBt ABBA HILEL SILVER= 

·THE TE MPLE TE I· TH Al D Arl SEL RDS= 

:WOULD Y OU BE G O OD E l OU G H T O ADV I SE U S BY ET UR i '/ IR E 
WHETHER YOU STILL \IISH ,ARV Jf LOWEtJTHAL Fffi YOUR PULPIT 
APR IL ,30. IF r OT THE CAf PA IG l VIISHES TO PRESEi T H lf~1 AT 

LUfJCHEO MEET I NG CLEVELAf D . AY 1 O·, r1Utl I ACCEPTED I SSER f lA lS I 
NVITATION /\SHE IS PERSOt AL ITR IE{D OF ISSE,flA~. ISSER f Atl 
REQUESTED WE tlOT ASK r ur I FOO A YTH I G u T IL AFTER HE IIAD 
BEE l I STLOU rs. r. u f TRA ELS ONLY BY TRAIN. WE HAVE t EVER 
HAD ArJY CONTACT \'' 1TH H lfl. REGARDS= 

:r~1 ROBERT HER 11A J 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST W Y TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL (Inc.) FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

R&bbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise 

Nuional Chairmen 

ON BEHALF OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL &nd 
NATIONAL CO·OR0INATING COMMITTEE FUND. INC. 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
New YORK. N. Y. 

Commitu, m Formation 

.April 19, 1939 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Dr. Jonah B. ise 1~ speaking in Detroit at one of tha campaign 
functions next Monday, A.pril 24th. He is ta.lcing with him Rabbi 
Hugo Hahn, formerly of E sen, Germany. I understand th. t Rabbi 
Hahn was one of the outstand n Rabbis in Germany and is a very 
forceful figure, although he does not S'Oeak English any too well. 
Hie insight into the atrocities is really blood-curdling. 

Dr. Wise suggested that you mi t care to have Rabbi Hahn in 
Cleveland,after he leeves Detr it, where he can speak to a few 
of the big-givers and per ps influenc thee in your camp~i . 
I would not su est any large meeting for him to address unless 
he were privileged to spea in Gennan. 

If you think Rabbi Hahn could be helpful to you in JOUr cam Pig:n 
efforts in Cleveland, please 1 t me lmow by wire immedi tely upon 
receipt of this letter. Also let me know how long you would care 
to .nave him stay in Cleveland, as we are arranging his itinerary 
now. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincere 

fl); 
erman 

MRH:JG f Fi ld Sta.ff 
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Telephone V Andttbilt 6 .. 2080 

UNITED JE\NISH APPEAL (Inc.) FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

Nlllion•l Chta'1'Mn 
R.ABBJ ABBA H1LLEL SlLVEJl 
R.Aaa1 JoNAH B. Wiss 

Ho#Or'"1 Chairmn 
CnusAol.£11 
LOUIS 8,U.t8ERGER 
A.U.EllT ELNSTEIN 
MAXEPSTElN 
HON. HERDERT H . LEHMAN 
Louis E. KlllSTEIN 
Hos. JULIAN w. MACX 
HENaY MoNSJCY 
Wu.LIAM J. St1aooat 
HoN. Mu C. SLoss 
HON. NATlfAN STUUS 
SAMua UNTERMYEJl 
Mils. FELIX M. W ARaua~ 
RABBI STEPHEN S. Wiss 

Co-Cbm,,u,, 
PAUL BAEJtWALD 
R.ABDI SoLOMON GoLOMAN 
RABBI I RAEL GOLDSTEIN 
LOUIS UPSltY 
JAMES N. ROSENBERG 
WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
HoN. MoRRJS ROTHENBERG 
EowAJtD M. M. Wt.RBUllC 

Co-Tre.s,wws 
I. EDWlN GoLDWASSER 
AaTHUll M. UMPORT 

Executive Vice-Cl,airmm 
ISlDOR CooNS 
HENRY MoNT01 

AlloulWtlS co,,,millee 
Rt.Bot SotOMO"I GoLD 1AN 
) }CNRY lrrLcSON 
LOUI E. KJRSTE. 
ALB6RT D. LASKER 
RABBI AoBA HtLUL SILVbR 

Execu.Ji11e Con,miJJee 
JAMES H. BE<XER 
DAVID M. BRESSLER 
JOSEPH C. HYMAN 
Hos. JACOB J. KAPLAN 
SIDNEY UNSBUllGK 
HoN. LOUIS E. LEVINTiiAL 
5oLOMON LOWENSTEIN 
LOUIS P. Rocr-Ell 
CKARL. J. ROSENBLOO f 

ELIHU D. STONE 
and officus 

ON BEHALF OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and 
NATIONAL CO,ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC 

:H2 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YOIUC, N. Y. 

A.pril 24, 1939 

Dr. lb a Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cl~veland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I received a. wire Satur@Y mo ing, l"Oril 22nd, 
fro Paul hmi which I q ote. 

11 Du to important o im o sible to el 
furt er w 1th ca.mp ign. Regards. 11 

So it seems it i impossibl to get this gentle
man to go to Cleveland. 

With kindest reg· .. rds, I run 

HBH :JG 

20 000 000 i tl,,e 

Sincerely yo6.r s , 

le 
• Ro beQi ermnn 

Director of Field Staff 

ational Goal /or 1939 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Room 514, 125 Pe.rk Avenue, 
New York, N.Y. 

April 25th, 1939. 

~ast 105th Str et at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

o~ r Rabbi Silver: 

e he.ve 1our 1 tter of April 24th and 
regr t to learn that you will not be able to attend the 
meeting on April 29th. 

ith respect to your request, no new 
material has been sent out since t e !irat meeting other 
than what r. Ittleson ade available o you. I! anything 
should be prepar d, we shall be glad to tonrard it to yo. 

Jt.t~~7ours, 
~~ 

tvv -rft Secretary 
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T dephone V Anderbih 6,2080 

UNITED JEVv'ISH APPEAL (Inc.) FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

Ntllional Ch11irmen 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
RABBI JONAH B. Wise 

Ho"°"'"' Cbtlirmn, 
Cnus ADLER 
Louis BAMBERCEJl 
ALBERT EtNSTElN 
MAx EPSTEIN 
HoN. HERBERT H. LEHMAN 
LOUIS E. KIRSTEIN 
HoN. JuuAN w. MA.a. 
HENRYMONSltY 
WLLLI.AM J. SHRODER 
HoN. Mu C. S1.oss 
HoN. NATHAN STRAUS 
SAMUEL UNTERMYEJt 
MRS. FELIX M. w ARBURG 
RAne1 STEPHEN S. Wise 

Co-Ch,urmm 
PAUL BAERWALD 
RABBI 5oLOMON GoLDMAN 
RA8Bt ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
LOUIS UPSKY 
JAMES N. ROSENBERG 
W1LUAM ROSENWALD 
HoN. Mo,uus RomENBERC 
EDWARD M. M. WARBURC 

Co-Treastwn-s 
I. EDWIN GoLDW ASSEll 
ARTHUR M. LAMPORT 

Exec1'1i11e Vice-Chairmen 
ISJDOR CooNS 
HENRY MoNToa 

Allou#ons Commillee 
RABBI SoLO.MON GOLOMAN 
HENRY ITTU1SON 
LOUIS E. KlRSTElN 
ALBERT D. LASKER 
RABBI ABBA Hu.1 EL SILVER 

Executive Committee 
JAMES H. BECUR 
DAVID M. BRESSLER 
JOSEPH C. HYMAN 
HoN. JACOB J. KAPLAN 
S10NEY l.ANSBURGH 
HON. LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 
SoLOMON LOWENSTEIN 
LOUIS P. ROCKER 
CHARLESJ. ROSENBLOOM 
ELIHU D. STONE 

•nd officers 

ON BEHALF OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE. INC. 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL &nd 
NATIONAL CO,ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND. INC 

May 4th, 1939. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 106th Street at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silvera 

In the absence of Mr. Herman your letter re
questing the address of Mr. Sho QJn sch has 
been referred ~o this department. His 
residence isa 

765 Riverside Drive, 
ew York, N. Y. 

and his telephone DUD1ber iss 

adsworth 8-3646. 

Sincerely yours, 

fL .. er>----... -
Benjamin Hanft 

BH:JGH 

20 000 000 i5 the ational Goal for 1939 

)42 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YO RIC, N. Y. 
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V.ay 22 • 1939 
TO 1,;r . Henry .on t or 

ltr . Isidor Coons 

FROl4 !u- . • Robert Herman 

Subject Pittsburgh Campaign 

r . Salpeter informed me this morning that the Pittsburgh c mpaign 
bad reached a total of :,'¼30, 000 and that he and Mr . Kaufmann con
servatively estimate that when tne campaign is over they will have 
505 , 000. Tonight, at the Concordia Club a meeting is to be held 

of the Caravan, which will be addressed by Maurice ertheim and Sam 
Leidesdorf. Mr. Salpeter fears t t they may collect 10,000 or 
15 ,000 tonig· t, graciously contribute it to the Pittsbure}l United 

J elvisi Fund and then 3Bk,:e application on behalf of the Survey 
Committee for .30,000, ~40,000 or $50, 000. 

I have requested lr. Salpeter to advise me by w;ire no later tnan 
tomorrow mornin , t e result 01 tonight ' meeting. 

MRII 
!. Robert Herman 
Director of Field Staff 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

" THE JEWISH POSITION 

AND TBE RES~ONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

International diplomacy may be shaken by Hitler's acts of aggression . 

• 
For the Jewish people this lawlessness means the destruction of an increas-

ing number of new communities. Within two weeks hundreds of thousands of 

Jews in Czechoslovakia and thousands in Memel have been placed in the shadow 

of the Colossus of Hate. Despair grips our people. The suicides are un

countable. The economic dislocation and the mental confusion that Hitler 

brings is still unimaginable though we have seen s.nd heard innumerable 

descriptions for over five years. We do not know where Hitler will strike 

next. Plans that we make for the £1na.nc1aJ. provision of a great number of 

his victims are blasted by tbe ruthl essness of bis spread. 

There 1s a danger that beoause of the broad picture involved we may not 

see the details of the problem that f ces ua 1nsofar as the United Jewish 

Appeal is concerned. 

There are today under Hitler's destroying wings some 860,000 Jews: in 

Germa.ny, Austria and what was formerly Czechoslovakia. A majority of that 

number are still in the age of creativity, having a zest for life and the 

capacity to contribute richly to any land that will accept them. The search 

for lands that will permanently absorb them still goes on. Thousands con

tinue to go to Falestine and thousands come to America. Small numbers are 

admitted elsewhere. The burdensome expropriation that followed the pogroms 

of last November bas left the German Jewish community seriously weakened-

notably in Austria. The need for support 0£ those in Genna.ny until they 

can emigrate is urgent. At these.me time various schemes for their r ehabil

itation and maintenance outside Germany are being evolved, the extent of 

their effectiveness depending on the funds avai lable. Re.f'ugee camps are 
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THE JJIISll POSITION (continued) 

being estab~ished in England, SWitzerland, Holla..~d, Belgium, France. Re

training farms and centers are being enlarged so that the emigrants co.n be 

adapted to new occupations. If men and women take their own lives and those 

of their children, it is because they yield to despair; because the aid 

which they expect from us does not come fast enough. ~very time we read an 

item in our newspapers describing the tragic death of a Hitler victim it 

reminds us that we might possibly have shared in giving him hope. 

Poland is one of the most important areas of support affected by the 

United Jewish Appeal. In a community of over 3,100,000 Jews economic dost1-

tution is causing wider ravages. Those who think bo daries are barriers 

to Hitlerism are not aware of the intensification of anti-Semitism that baa 

occurred in Poland in recent years. The drive to rid Poland of its "super

fluous population" has taken on new energy. No responsible leader even 

thinks of encouraging that forced emigration of the Jews. They must remain 

until only physical violence removes them. But if we are convinced that 

the stability of world Jewry and the sanctity of Jewish rights must be 

preserved in the lands in which Jews live, we must do our share to enable 

the Jews to survive in Poland. By eo doing we co.n not only save Jewish 

lives but make a distinct contribution to the survival of democracy, which 

is the only wall between ~he Jewish people and disaster. The Joint 

Distribution CoII1Dittee, through support of institutions of self-help in 

Poland, can make it possible to avert the disintegration of one of the 

largest Jewis~ units in the world. Surely no one--even those of ue living 

as far aw~ as the United States--beliovea that the disruption of the ancient 

Jewish coJIIIlunity in Poland would be without its effects on our own dest1Jl¥. 

The snows of the Alps carry the footprints of thousands of wandering 

Jews who have once again ta.ken up their trek. They are part of the 15,000 
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THE JEWISH POSITION (continued) 

ordered expelled from Italy because they entered after 1919. The anti-Semitic 

laws which went into effect this month have deprived some twenty thousand 

Jews of their livelihood and all Italian Jews of their status as citizens. 

Hungary, within the orbit of Hitler politically, bas adopted bis slo

gans racially. A self-admitted Jew-baiting government is now passing numer

us clausue legislation designed to remove sixty thousand Jews from their 

occupations. Thus does Hungary join the Euro ean countries using the 

Jewish people aa mountains of human bones on which to climb to heights of 

political advantage. 

The government of King Carol in Rumania, striving to gain the support 

of anti-Semitic elements, outdoes its political opponents in the fervor of 

its regulations against Jews. The new economic agreement between the azia 

and Rwnania foreshadows a far broader front of cooperation. It cannot too 

often be remembered that where Hitler goes there goes bis oomplete arsenal 

of despoliation and destructiGn of the Jewish people. 

There are over five million Jews in Central and Eastern Europe. Over 

them hangs the shadow of slow or swift strangulation. There is enough 

energy and talent within that mass to hold £ast for a long time--until the 

shadow dissipates, as eventually it muet--if we in America will help them 

hold their ground. For our sakes as well as for theirs. 

The recent conferences in London have stirred many questions. Miscon

ceptions have a.risen which must be cleared up--for the sake of facts and 

especially in the interests of the United Jewish Appeal which embraces the 

United Palestine Appeal among its benefioiaries. 

For weeks Jewish and Arab representatives met with the British Gove n

ment to consider Palestine problems. No agreement resulted. The Government 

baa indicated that it will impose its own policy for the future. An 
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THE JJ!iWISH P0SITI0 q ( continur.id) 

i en i • <- ounceme t i •' eld bucaun of the shock of the Czecho-

slovakian events which undoubtedly g~ve Great Britain new cause to remember 

how much the Jews are devoted to democr cyan how much they c ~ counted 

upon to eld in its defense. The pressure exercised from America, by c1u~1stian 

d Jew, has also bad an eff ct in impre~siDG British statesmen with the fact 

that the civilized world wonders ow England can possibly think of clos·ng 

the doors of Palestine to the Je 'I be.a. they are being forced out 0£ other 

l ds at an ever-increasing tempo. 

But whatever the decision tnat ~ay be imposed by Gr at Brita1n--now or 

in the fut-ure--the facts of steady Palestine growth cannot be changed. 

There are today in the Jewish homeland over 500,000 Jews. They constit te 

more ~ban a third of the settled po ulation. T' er are so inextricably bound 

up itb every facet of the count 's life th t no decree can diminish their 

strength. The Jewish youn, men a.n.d omen of Palestine have for three ye~rs 

defended the land ainst the terro ·ist and the saboteur. They have demon-

3tr tvd bravery under fire and capacity to carr¥ on with their aily con

structive tasks despite obst ·uctions. They have built more colonies than in 

any similar period. They have found new water resources, enlarging the area 

of colonization. Jews, ao citizens of Palestine, have tbe legal and moral 

ri ht to ear arms. They will resist ·njustice as they have resisted injury. 

e Jews in America d elsewhere ought to be proud of our people who ha e 

shown what it is to exercise o.11 the p e_ ogati ves of f J:ee citizens o:f o. 

nativ land in defense of tho bet incests of that land. 

Immigration goes on. Economic life advances. The possibilities for 

land purchase are unprecedented. If we are as free with our financial sup

port as the Jews of Palestine have been with their lives as well as their 

money no arbitrary decree can prevent a continuous influx of Jews into 
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THE JEWISH POSITION (continued) 

Palestine and their steady development of the country. Whatever British 

policy may be this year, the legal rate of immigration will not be less than 

it baa been in the past two years. In the meantime, Jews have an opportuni

ty to buy immediately thousands of dunams of land--tbe only possible basis 

on which great settlement plans can be built. There is not a Jew today, 

witnessing the Great Expulsion of our time in Europe, who does not regret 

that we did not have the vision twenty and ten years ago to buy more land, 

to build more colonies, to pour more manpower into Palestine. The oppor

tunities are not loot. They beckon. With the aid of the United Jewish 

Appeal we can make a substantial contribution to the saving permanently of 

large numbers of Jews in Europe and of building a reservoir of strength in 

Palestine for the other Jo s who continue to hope for the chance at the free 

life the Jewish homeland provides. 

The Jews of Palestine have given Jews everyWhere an erample they should 

cherish. When menaced by force, they have reacted with courage. When 

threatened with delimitation of their rights they stood up etrongly to pre

serve them against all foes. If that comparatively small commmity of 

Palestine could resist Arab violence for three years, encouraged as the 

latter were by the empires of Mussolini and Hitler, and still grow and 

prosper, tbe millions of Jews elsewhere have every right to be strong and 

hopef'u.l. But there are some among us wbo have greater oapaoity for resist

ance. We must share our resources with the others. 

I beg of you to see to it that your 1939 campaign for the United Jewish 

Appeal, whether held now or in the coming months, should not be on the level 

of a routine philanthropic effort--requ1r1ng a little more energy perhaps 

but nothing more. 

You as a community leader have a definite obl1gation--1n terms of 
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THB JEWISH POSITIOB (continues\}_ 

ersonal service and of contribution. If you will give yourself even more 

devotedly than in the past to the planning and conduct of the campaign t e 

community will emulate your example. Moreover, all standards of generosity 

in the ~ast have no bearing on what is demanded of us today. I have been 

surprised to note certain instances in which contributors are giving only 

50% or 100% more this year instead of 500% and more. There may be occasions 

in which a contributor gave the maximum last year and cannot possibly do 

more in 1939. But that is a.n exception. All the rest of us ought, as a 

token of our leadership and of our special capacity for understanding t e 

extent of the problem, give without regard to past records. Every lea er 

should realize that an extraordinary enlargement of his own giving means 

more than the dollars from himself. It means that thousands oi additional 

dollars are added to the campaign total since the entire community is stimu

lated to contribute on a similar. scale of sacrfficial generosity. 

In those communities in which campaigns have been conclude, collec

tions should be spurred. There are, of course, established procedures for 

the regular collection and remittance of :funds to the United Jewis pee.l . 

But every Jew who can should make available as quickly as possible t e fU.11 

extent of his support. 

The United Jewish Appeal is far more than a.n instrument of assistance 

to others. It is a weapon of defense for ourselves. Surely no one any 

longer thinks in the provincial terms that what happens in the world at 

large does not affect us here. In Europe is our first line of defense. 




