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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
United Palestine Appeal,
"l ave ] 3 ha

V & y\..l.':l.;"i.., U110 «

ear Rebbi Silver:

return to the city
f August._Sth.

will advicse me
arrival in the city,
leased to see you

Sincerely ydqureg,

M’.

5
¥

}




AT O WRAL THE VALLEY MERCANTILE CoO. sons

FURNISHING
MILLINERY PERCY HERMAN, Owner CLoruuu;('

McAllen, Texas,
Dec. 1, 1935,

sbba Hillel cilver,
Cleveland, Ohio.
Dear Doctor Silver:

Good work should receive comnensurabte comanendation; hence
ay desire to comment most iaveorably upon the effectiveness of Dr. Boruch
Braunsteia's efiorts onthis recent visit e ; reéther remots s=ction
of the country. The foreeiulness of his @ 35 and he very kindly
obliged with sevzral more than his sinhgle schedule cu ror, before a
luncheon club, at a joiat\ Thanksgiving servicte and r Valley Temple -~
you are well accuainted withe Suflice it to.8uy that zs a result, a
guite sizesble umount ‘hay beén contiributed by our ish population;
the collection taken at the above mentioned joint service wa
over, and offers have been made by other Christi ninisters
the collections of certain services to the cause.

In short, Dr. Braunstein, in his tactiful manuer, has
aroused locul sentiment to such an exlent that beneficial results are
bound to encue. His earnestness, coupled with his lampressive person-
ality will continue to exert a powerful influence upon our non-Jewish
brethren, I am certaln.

Very trul;




December 20, 1238

Mr. Louis Herman
The V:lley Mercantile Co.
McAllen, Texas

dear Mr. Hermans

Let me thank you for your '*in? note.
I was very pleased to hear of the fine effective
work which Dr. Boruch Eraunstein hes done in your

community, We have received gimilar reports from
other parts of the region through which Dr. Braunctein
has been traveling. He is ane of our most effective
and helpful co-workers.

With all good wishes, I remsin

Very cordially yours,
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100 EAsT 42ND STREET, New York
Telephone LExington 2-5200

~3r

January 4,1939

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Rebbi Silver:

I am pleased to advise you that lr. and krs. Louis
Hexter who are now residing at the Conmander Hotel,
Cambridce, Messachusetts, have forwarded to our
nationel headquarters a contribution of $10,00 for

the 1938 Joint Distribution Committee Campaign.

lir, Hexter informs us that this subscription is

made in your name “in-appreciation for your services".

With-‘kird regards, I am

Isidor Coons
Netional Director

THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 1S SUPPORTED
SOLELY BY VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS




Jenuary 10, 1229

¥r. and Mrs. Louis Hexter
Commander Hotel
Caabridge, Mass.

M; dear Friends:

¥r. Isidor Coons, of the Joint
Distribution Coumittce, has informed me
that vou hove made a contribution to the
Campzign in appreciaztion of my services,
I need not tell you that I am profoundly
appreciativa,

I trust that
and I hope  to have the
you when I visit Vambridge

With all good wishes, I remain

Moest cordially yours,




January 11, 1939

¥Mr., RObcrt M. Herman

Director of Flield Staff

Joint Distribution Committee Campalgn
100 East 42 Street

New York c1tyo

Ny dear Mr. Herman:

I was elated by the news which you econveyed to me and which
later came to me through an offieial lettcr - namely that the
d.D.C,y U.,P,A, and C.C. are to not merely coordinate, but unify
their efforts toward one great all-embraeing drive to collect
£20,000,000 from the Jewry of America. That step, in my opinion,
is historie - irrespective of whether the huge sum will or will
not be attained.

I can well imagine how busy the staff nust de now., Instead of
walting in New York City for the comtemplated conference, I de-
cided 1t would be wiser for me to return to Ann Arbor and from

there write you about the programs I should like to suggest to
the united organizations.

Our discussion must be based, it seems, on the following premises:

1. The task of the J.D.C., U.P.A, and C.C. is not a task for &
year, but a long-time proposition.

2. In addition, we have not only the problem of soliciting the
men and women who are today in a position to give, but also
the problem of educating the future members of the Jewish
comnunities to give to Jewish causes. We must make these
gonngcr men and women conseious even now of their responsi-

1lity and mould them so that they will Jjoyously sssume the
leadership when the old timers vanish from the scene,

e also have a problem of replaeing the "Ten Percenters" with
the "Ten Centers". Let me explain what I mean: in many
communities there are to be found individuals who promise to
glve to a drive ten per cent of what is collected. The possi-
bility of another individual taking that person's place when
he 1s gone is very small., If we are therefore to obtnin the




f vital in-
necessary sums from that community, it is o
portance to widen the dase ~ multiply the punber - of
the smaller givers in odder to make up for the disapp-
eayunce of the Ten Percenter.

the nbove things, 1 would sugzest that the three
z:ggzgt:::ons eatablish a Colleglate Division whose alm a%all
be to evoke the morel end Tinanelal suport of Jewishmatuponta,
fraternities and sororitiecs on the American campus. There ought
%o de & Chaimman for that division and o large committee ghioh
will cover various sections or campuses of the country. This
committee ought to consist of some iillel Directore, Jewish
students' Counselors, Jewish University professors, Monorah
and Avukah Officers, and representative students,

The following are some of the projecis and® techniques that 1
would suggests

1., An ennuel Drive to be held on the campuses wihieh have an
appreciable Jewish student pdpulation., This drive ought
to de like the one that was carried on the ocampus of
Michigan for the last three years, I have in previous
letters explained to you in detall our orgenization and
the methods we puraue.

ve nlso want to encoursge the Jewish students on various
cam~uses to hold in the semeanter other than that of the
drive, an all Jewieh student dinier und dance - Spring or
Autumn formal, The features of that affelir would be that
the food would be very frugel %o signily to them the bread
of afflietion whieh those abroad must endure. Radlo,
instead of orchesiral music is to be coneidered apprropriat:
for the occasion, Students are to glve corsage money to
the cause., Instead of a corsage, ve could get up a paper
refugee taz or ribbon which the young lady would wear to

indicate that her beau donated the equivalent to relief of
sufferers.

It would also be the function of that divislion to induce every
fraternity and sorority chapter to provide room, bvoard and
tuition fee if poesible, for one refugee.

4e That committee could also study the posslbilities of getting
proper refugee families to settle in some college town, and
open up a rooning house for Jewish stulents and perhaps also
gerve meals, There are not a few campuses vhere it is exceed-
ingly difficult, for example, for a Jewish girl to obtain a

room with a noneJewish family, especiclly if that fami
substantially on the income f;on the rental of such rotgsr:ii..

students. The landladies regret that the
y have to resort to
this dlscrimination, dut they say that it is forced upon thea
by the attitude of the noneJewish students. Terribly painful
gnd unpleasant experiences can be oited sbout this practice.
f we could get one or two Jewish families

to settle in sueh
town and open up such a house for Jewish girls, they would boa
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able easily to earn their rent and if they are willing to
serve moaii alao, thelr food, if not more than that, At
least the possibilities ought to be studlied and probed..lt
also - if wisely handled - help %o eliminate some anti-Semi-
tism,

These projects oucht to dbe lead by the Hillel Director and the
Hillel Student President when there is such a foundation on the
campus, Should there de no Hillel oundation on the campus, the
Jewish fraternitics, sororities, Menorah and Avukeh societies
could assume leadership. The conmittee in charze of the Drive or
Danee would receive guldance and help from the J.D.C. and U.,P.A.
offices and perhaps also from Jewish leaders in the vicinity of
that eampus., If there are some Jewlsh professors on the faculty,
they would be gotten to bde sponsors and advisors.

5. A estuly should be made of the Levinger survey to ascertailn
the campuses which have a large Jewish population., Ve glso
could get a liest of the national fraternities ani sor-rities
and find out vhere they have chapters,

Lastly, I belleve it may be of some help Af a conference of
the heads of the nati nal fraternities and sororities were held
and thelr intense and whole-hearted cooperat.on for the above

projecta eould be obtained and reloyed to their constituent
Ohapt' THe

These are my suggestions.  Some nay Ve eliminated, Others you nay

igel should be modified. However, they indicate the general direee-
Olle

I want to close this letter by agalin assuring Dy, Wise, Mr. Coons,
and yourself of my readiness to cooperate with you in the odbjectives
and projects above outlineé, I am ready to velunteer as muuh of ny
time as I ean posaibly spare to this cause which spells the materiel
and spiritual salvation of our afflicted coreligionists.

‘4th best wishes to you all for a most successiul year, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

Dernard Heller

QM-W?«.,W-
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PuBric SErRVICE, CORPORATION
OF Té‘. XA S

MID-CONTINENT BUILDING

ForTt WortH TEXA S

February 3, 1939

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
% Temple

105th Street

Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Rebbi Graubart, who recently returned from the
Washington conference, advised me thet he discussed with you the
possibility of your visiting the South during the coming month,
including Fort Worth in your itinerary. This letter is prompted
by information which I have just received that you expect to visit
Houston, Texas &and I am writing to you to urge that you errange
to visit Fort Worth following your appeareance in Houston. I make
this request because I em very mich interested in the Jewish Fed-
eration of Fort Worth and feel that you can render & great service
to the local community.

I am an ex-resident of Cleveland and spent many
delightful Sundays in the Temple when it was located on the corner
of 55th and Central, and in its present location on 105th Street.

If the members of the locel community have not learned about you
through the press, they certainly have through me, for I have been
boasting about you ever since I came to Texas, nearly twenty years
ago. Not only will your presence in Fort Worth be of tremendous
assistance to our Federation, but it will demonstrate to the Jewish
Community of this city that I have been very modest in my praises.

I assure you that this statement is not intended to be idle flattery.

I am not unmindful of the tremendous burden which you
have essumed and were it not for the fact that you &are plaenning to
vigit this part of the country, I would not ask you to give up & day
for the benefit of Fort Worth.

Awaiting your reply, I am

Sincerely yours,

(/”'”/<ij




UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC.
342 MADISON AVENUE

MEMORANDUM

Date March 8, 1939

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

Mr. M. Robert Herman

Air Travel Cards

I am enclosing herewith your air travel charge card on the United
Jewish Appeal, Inc. account.

Will you be good enough to sign this card immediately upon receipt.
In case of loss, please notify this office at once, so that we, in
turn, may notify the air line to stop honoring such card.

Whenever you travel by air on behalf of the UJA, we would appreciate
your charging the transportation to this account rather than to any
other account for which you may now hold a card.

Please sign the attached receipt and return to the United Jewish Appeal,
342 Madison Avemue.

I Z#/

M. Bobert Herman
Director of Field Staff




March 9, 1929

Mr. M. Robert Herman
United Jewish Appeal
242 Madison Avenue
New York, N oYo

My dear Mr. Hermans

I received your telegram. The reason I have asked to have
someone else take the towns in Texas is because Mr. Montor asked me to
take the towns of Nashville, Atlanta and Richmond on the 25th, 26th and
27th of April. This crowds my program for the next few weeks terrifically.
I am to be away from Cleveland March 19th through 23rd, and If I am to
go to Texas, I will be away most of the following week; and then I am to
be in New York on Sunday, April 2nd. This is rsally too much of a good

thing.... Furthermore, T can only give three days to Texas, and the three
cities, as you probably know, are vast distances apart. I am wondering
whether you have checked up on the nlane schedules to discover vwhether I
can asctually make these three towns on three consecutive evenings. I
should not want to ride all day on a train and then have to spesk in

the evening.

Please canvass the situation again, see whether the Texas
communities will not have a substitute for me and, if not, whether I can
actually make these three towns on three consecutive evenings.

You know, of course, that I am also chairman of the local
Cleveland Campaign and that we are soon to get under way to organize our
work here. I would like to devote as much time as I possibly can to the
success of the local Cempaign.

I have been compelled to decline an invitation from Minneszpolis
for April 14th or 21st.

With 2ll good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




{TEMPORARY LETTERHEAD | Telephone VAnderbilt 6-2080

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL (ne) FOR REFUGEES
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS

ON BEHALF OF
AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC.
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and
NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 342 MADISON AVENUE
Rabbi Jonah B. Wise NEW YORK.N. Y.

National Chairmen ar % 2
March 14, 1939

Committee in Formation

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street 2t Ansel Road
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

Thank you for your letter of March 13th. Ve
are writinz to Dr. Ben M. Selekman today to
advise him when you plan to arrive in Boston.
I know that the Campeign Committee will wish
to meet you upon your arrival.

In accordence with Mr., Montor!s reguest, we have
booked Ludwig Lore, welllmown newspaper corres-
pondent and news commentator, to occupy your
pulpit on April 2nd instead of Dr. Joachim Prinz.
Would you be good enough to let me know when you
will wish Mr. Lore to arrive in Cleveland, what
time your services will take place, and any
other information which you deem necessary.

With kind regards, I am

“Herman
Dir%ctor of Field Staff

MRH3 BLS




March 16, 1329

¥r, M. Robert Herman
United Jewish Appeal
542 Madison Avenue
New York, N,Y.

My dear Mr. Hermang

Before receiving your letter informing me that
you had booked Mr. Ludwig Lore to occupy my pulpit on
April 2nd, I had written to Mr. Kontor suggesting the
name of Mr. Marvin Lowenthal. I would prefer a discussion

of the Jewish subject as I have had, during the year,
some outstanding me like John Gunther ané Prince Hubertus
zu Lowenstein discuss the present political situation.
Please let me know whether Mr. Lowenthal 1s avs! lable.

With all good wishes, I remain

Vory cordially yours,

AHS:BK




Harch 2%, 193

Mr. R. Robert Herman
United Jewich Appeal
242 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr. He mang

Rabbi Silver has recuested me to send you the
enclosed letter from Mrs., F. Clayton and her contribution
to the United Jewish Appeal. Pl-ase acknowledge her
letter end contribution.

With best wishes, I remain

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to Rabbi Silver.




CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

[ oomestic CABLE / K
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT’G INFMN.
NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM TIME FILED
Pltrom lhouldebeck class of service
message will be
tn.n-mltted as a full-rate

it g R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER X H
'.llIDINT CHAIRMAN O' THE ”m FIRST VlCl '.l.lDlN7

Send lbe jollowing message, subject to the terms on back bercof which are hereby agreed to

Collect March 2Z, 1939

b |

Robert Herman

United Jewish Appeal
342 Madison Ave,

New York, N.Y.

RABBI SILVER WILL NOT ADDRESS LUNCHEON MEETING FORT WORTH
ON TWENTY LIbHTH

Bessie Kline, Secretary

WESTERN UNION MESSENGER:!! ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES




Mr. Henry Ittelson
1 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y,

My dear Mr, Ittelsons

Last Sunday at the meeting at the Harmonie Club, Mr. Lasker spoke to
me about the fifth member to the Allocations Committee which we are to
select. He mentioned the name of Mr. Louis Kirstein of Boston. I told
him that personally I would be delighted if Yr. Kirstein would accept and
that I would recommend the name to the Executive Committee of the Tnited
Palestine Appeal. I am happy to inform you that our Committee is delighted
with the suggestion of Mr. Xirstein's name and that Dr. Goldman and I, as

the two members on the Allocations Committee representing the United Palestine
Appeal, will vote in favor of his selection. I assume that you approve of

it along with Mr. Lasker. In thet case, T would suggest that we send a
letter of invitation to Mr. Kirstein in the name of the four present members
inviting him to become the fifth member of the Committee.

I left the meeting, last Sunday afternoon, very much heartened and
inspired. I thought that it was a great meeting and that the Jewry of New
York had risen in a splendid manner to a great challenge. I know that
much of the success of the meeting was due to you and to the kind of dynamic
leadership which you have given the campaign. That should be a source of
deepest satisfaction to you as it is to all of us.

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,




\

i SIXTY- ONE BROADWAY
NeEw YORK

April 6, 1939

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:-

At the request of Mr. Henry Ittelson I am
enclosing herewith certain strictly confidential background data
concerning which it is expected that & meeting will be held in
New York on April 15th. There ere enclosed:

The strictly confidential memorendum which
Mr. Rublee brought bdek from Germenys

A regsume- of the conversations held at Mr. Myron
Taylor's office;

A memorandum written by me descriptive of the
proposed corporation;

Comment by Mr. Bernard Flexner.

Faithfilly 'onrsbj/c
Ml

L

HFL.LG
Enc.




LENORANDUL_COHCIRULNG THE ORCANIZATION

—r —— e -

OF AN INTERIAPIONAL SORPORATION

This memorandum is my mersonal oninion on the questions raised in nmy
miné b the several naners handed me by l.r. Linder, which, I understand,
grow out of iir. Tarlor's remorts at several conferences held with 2im
toucaing tiae refu~ee nroblem and tie worlc of li:*. Rublee.

Underlving the whole probtiem, as I see it, is the fact that private

&
activitr, unaided by governments, can touch onlyv the outer fringe of this
vast problen.

Every doubt that may exist withh reference to the nroposals raised in
lMr. Rublee's report should be resolved in favor of taat report. I mean this:
that viether thae effort be smrll or large, an effort in good faith should
be made oy the American groun to imnlement this renort if the American group
vants to escape the charne that it has let dowym the Intergovernmental
Committee and the President of the United States. The American groun vwill
be fairly open to that charge unless some effort is mode by the American
group to assist in maldng the Rublee renort vallk.,. Brieflr, governmental
participation in this overvielming »roblem vill only follow if nrivante
azgencies have made sone effort toward solving it.

The napers wiaich I have seen urse an active effort; what I shall say
is directed to an examination of the pronosals indicated.

The organization of an international corporation is nroposed. Such
corporation will be organized under Britisa lavw; the meetings of its Board
of Directors will be held in London; Directors, other tian British Directors,
wvill be renresented b alternates; wor't in different narts of the world

will be carried on by committees or subsidinries, or other grouns who would

be directed from and who would renort to London. From my own experience, I

think all of tie above assummtions are sound.




Suca an internaticnai corporation would e 2 nistake:

It is bad n»nsycholozicallv, I% weuld be fur-ishing additional ammuni-
tion to the charge of interaat.onal financial Jewrr and all of the
imnlications invelved in this charge.

Tnere is not the slightest doubt in mv nind (considering the world-wide

distribution of the problem) that such cornoration would be inefficient.

Located and administered in London, it —ould renresent largelv a

British noint of view, and it is quite nossible that its activities

may ve suscentible to influence by British trade nolicy. This would be

esnecially unfortunate at the nresent time because of the attitude of

a large nart of the American nublic, It cannot be overlooked that the

United States is making a continuvous e fort in everr nossible war to

bring closer the relations betiween t.:e United States and Latin America,

waich ofiers seitlement possibilities in a mumber of »Hlaces. The
United States has been squarely up asainst German and Italian trade
activity and pronagendn/ in Latin America, both of these countries working
in every way to broadan their maritete sad iacresse their influence. If
a British companyr is organized and adninistered from London, the United

trade

Stotes might be confrornted with additional British/activity.
Nor can one overloolr the possibility of 2 major Euronean war, and it is

at least reasonable to assume that a British doninoted commeny would Dve

in a less favorable nosition to carry ou acivivities as commared with an

American cornoration.

The British are confronted with a »nrofound oblisation in Palestine, and
the British attitude to this obligotion llas aroused and will contimue
to arouse the severest criticism. A 3ritish doninsted corporation will
without cdoubt be largel:r influenced vwith reference to that »roblem by

the nolicy of the British Government. There is not the slightest doubt,
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in my own view, thaot the nronosed inglo-American cornoration will meet
strong objections in this comtrr becaunse of the Palestine situation.

Excluding Palestine, in waich both British and Americans have partici-
pated, and will undoubtedly continue to participate, throush agencies

workingthere, the possibilities of settlement fall zenerally into two

geographical classifications: a) those within British influence,

b) those witiain American influence.

To illustrate: those vithin British influence are Xenva, Tanganrila,
British Guiana, and Australia - althougi it should not be forgotten thati
Australia was opened by the Refusee Economic Cormoration after London
had frowvned on it. Vhen the subject was reomened, the Refugee Economic
Corporation was requested by the Australians "to leave London out of it".
Thite settlement en masse is not nossible either in Kenva or Tanganvikea.
Britisa Guiana is at »resent under investifotion by a Commission.

Within American influence are Santo Domingo, Costa Rica, Central and

South America, and the Pailipnine Islands.

The nossibilitr of mass settlement in Santo Domingo was onened by the
Refugee Economic CorHoration. The same thingz is true of the Fhiliopines,
vhere a controlled immi:ration is now under wav, and has been from the
moment that the Refugee Economic Corporation began its negotiations.

All authorities agree that climaticallyr, geographically, and industrially,
Costa Rica offers most excentional opportunities. When nolitical obstacles
there are overcome, this emigration nlan mar be consummated.

It can readilr be seen (azain excluding Palestine) that the most

important settlement possibilities are within the so-called American sphere

of influence. A commnission is at work in Santo Domingo - practically ot the

end of its work - all of the nembers of waiich are United States Government




ermmloyvees. A Commission of i n i e to the Philinnines, tuhree
/_‘—
of wnosc members are United Stotes Covernment emmlovees; the other two are

on the nayroll Tceagmic Qorvworation, These Commissions ere

organized oy Dr. Isaiah 3owman, rith the assistance of the mersonnel of
the United States Departments of State, Asriculture and Interior, throuch
the efforts of the Refusee Economic Cormoration.

Dr. Bowman, o is suwervising all ex»lorntion work of the various
indivicduals and grouns through the Walter Hines Page School at the Johns
Honkins University, has an international rejutation in his field. All
cf the exmenses of these Cormissions liave been »Haid or the Refugee Econonic
Cornoration.

Notwithstanding the nossible nlaces of mass settlement in the American
zene, it is clear that if an international corveration is organized, it
vill dominate the wh.le field. It is quite as clear that such domination
would be a serious mistake and as I have nointed out would not be welcomed
in this countryv.

I agree taat there is ferece in the nroposal that contact with the German
Government must De maintained br a group locaied nearer to Germanvr than the
United States. Tais statement does not affect the argument I have nade
against an international cornoration. The answer, as I see it, is that the
British should be encouraged to organize their owa cornoration. An arrange-
nent could be made hetween such a British cormoration and the American
corporation, or a committee organized by bhoth grouns, as the agency for
contacting the German Government. Such an asencyr would be made u»n of British
and American renresentotives, and, if it could -ossibl be arranged, Govern-

ment renresentatives as well,

What is envisazed in this wlan is vhat has been the nolicy of the Refugee

Economic Cormoration from its orgsnization. There is no sound reason for the
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erganization of a new American corporation. Is all of the work that has

been done by the Refugee Fconomic Corporation (the extent of which is only

—

™ s e T

hinted at in this brief memorandum) to be junked? Its files are the largest

files anywhere on the whole subject. It has established the nucleus of the

best group of experts that has ever been ccllected in this country, and it
is a working organization. The only possibilities that were officially
announced in London by the Intergovernmental Committee - to wit: the Philippines,
Sants Domingo, and Australia - were natters that had been originally organ-
ized and developed by the Refugee Economic Cormoration,

1t may be advisable to have some American participation ia a British
Corporation. Such participation need not be Tor a large sum. In my view, that
money should not be personal subscriptions ci{ Aacricans. The participation
should be made by the Refugee Economic Corporation, and the representative or
representatives on the 3oard of the British corporation should represent the

Refugee Economic Corporations

The Refugee Economic Corporation as a matter of course should be
strengthened and enlargec, and every efort srouid te nade in strengthening
and enlarging it to persuade Mr. Myron Teyicr, and other men like him, to

join its Board, with Mr. Tavl>rr as its Cnairuan oir its Honorary President.
] v o

The Refugee Economic Corporation has consistently taken the position that
its beneficiaries should be non-Jews as well as Jews. Considering the amount of
cooperation that is being offered and has been effected on the part of Chris-
tians and Christian organizations the world over, these two corporations - one
in BEngland and one here - ghculd have as toeir teneficiaries non-Jewish as well
as Jewish refugeese.

The following is a summary of the advantiages of retaining the Refugee
Economic Cerporation to implerient the Rubdice report:

A, 1Its charter is alrecady adapted to all the activities envisaged.

B, It has initiated 211 of the projocts in the Wectein Hemisphere which

hold promise of affording possibilitics of mass settlement;




It has a long history o7 eueccessful coomerstion with the
Anerican Staite Department, viere it ernjors the confidence

of the major officials:

In the course of its investigations and activities, it has
established sclid contacts with the ey ;overnments and has been
able to establish its prestige with these governments as a thore
oughly dependable body, careful in its fact-finding, and, above
all, circumsnect in its -Hublicity. The importance of this last
factor can hardly be exaggerated, because whatever comparative
success has ever been attained must be attributed in »art to the
avoidance of publicity, and its attendant embarrassment to
governmentse.

Tarougn Dr. Isaish Bowman and the Walter Hines Pase School of
International Relations, and with the cooperation of the State
Department, the Refugee Econonic Corporation has organized two
scientific commissians charged with the investization of Santo
Domingo, and the Philinhine Islands. It has thus established
the nucleus of a permanent personnel that will be most important

in the continuance of settlement activities.

Summarizing my views, thev smount to the following:
Ol ’ ”

Private initiative alone will not »rove sufficient in dealing with
the refugee »robvlenm,

An effort must be made to translate the Rublee Plan into concrete action.

Government narticipation rmust follow private initiative in making the
Rublee Plan work.

Separate organizations should carry on the work in London and in New York,
each wvithin their own snhere.




S,

A joint committee should underta'-e vhatever renresentations may
be necesszrr vis-a-vis the German Government.
The Refugee Economic Cornoration is to ve tiae American organization;

ancé & similar English organization is to be established.

The 3Board of tae Refugee BEcononic Cornoration should pe streng-

thened and made more renresentative, particularly through the in-

clusion of lir. livron C. Taylor as Chairman,

PRRNARD FLEXNEER




March 29, 1939.

NOTE: The following is written by a

person sympathetic to the organiza-

tion of the proposed corporation

despite the risks inherent in such

action. No discussion of the nega-

tive aspats of the situation is in-

cluded

BACKGROUND

Following the Evian Conference last summer, the office of the
Director of the Intergovernmental Committee was engsged for several months
in negotiating with representatives of interested governments with a view
to finding places of settlement for involuntary emigrants from Germeny,
and in preparation for anticipated conferences with the German Government.
The latter talks initiated in London in December were concluded in Berlin
in Februery by Mr. Rublee with Herr Wohlthat representing the German
Government. r. Rubleec, after many nmeetings with tcchnical experts, Dr.
Schecht end Herr Wohlthat, and with the approval of the highest authori-
ties of the Heich, returned to London early “in February to report to the
representatives of the thirty-two governments comprising the Intergovern-
mental Committee. The statement which he brought back is unilateral in
character and states in its preamble that the program outlined therein
will be put into effect only if the rest of the world gives evidence of
its willingness to comply with the conditiocns laid down. The salient
features of the plan, insofar as the personal treatment of Jews is con-

cerned, may be summarized as follows:

(1) 150,000 wage carners are to be emigrated in three to five years,
(probebly five). Their dependents to follow after emigrants
have established themselves in countries of settlement;

Those remaining permanently and those :vaiting emigration shall
be permitted to live tranquilly and to the extent that they are
fit for employment shell be given employment scgregated from
Aryan workers. There is to be no Ghettoization although they
will be required to live in all Jewish houses. There shall be
no recourse to outside cherity for the support and maintenance
of these persons.




(3) Presumably none except those guilty of crimes would be de-
tained in concentration camps.

(4) DNo flight tax or other discriminatory texation is to be
levied against those emigrating in accordance with the
program.

It is significant and warrants emphasis that the Intergovern-
mental Committee at their plenary session in London, because of the uni-
lateral character of the German agreement and although it congratulated

and expressed deep appreciation of the Director's work, merecly authorized

the Director to inform Herr Viohlthat that the Committee had taken note

of the memorandum, that it had, was, and will continue to usc its best
efforts to find places of settlement for involuntary emigrants from
Germany, and had learned with interest of the proposed formation of an

International Settlement Corporation.

IMPELLING REASONS FOR ACTION

(1) The President of the United States, Mr. Teylor, Mr. Rublee,
his associates, and the heads of 32 governments, sympathetic to the
problem with which we are all concerned, who accepted the President's
invitation should be encouraged to continue their humanitsrian effortis

for reasons which require no elaboration.

(2) The Jewish problem is at the present time in the control of

the most moderate members of the Reich Government and their hand, be-
cause of the internal political situation in Germany, must be strength-
cned if an improved position for the Jews within and a more orderly

exodus for those leaving is to be arranged.




(3) Since the participating governmenis have acted very slowly in
opening their doors to the refugees, the only tangible gesture which can
be made indicating a desire to have the German proposal put into effect
is the organization of a corporation.

(4) Mr. Pell, whe is the Vice-Direcctor of the Committece, has re-
ported that on his visit to Berlin after the meeting in Lendon, the German
authorities charged with putting the agreement into effect expressed im-

patience that nothing had been done by the outside world.

CORPORATION

It is proposeG that a corporation to be known as the Refugee
Transfer Corporation, or by some cther suitable name, be organized under
the joint auspices of American, British, French, Dutch, and Swiss Jews,
and that it be domiciled in Londcon. The place of incorporation will be
decided upon after due consideration by cempetent advisers as to taxa-

tion and other legal status.

Corporate and Capital Structure

The corporation planned would be & "Mother" company (not a

conventioneal holding company) which, after a period of test, would be
closely associated with a series of affiliated companies organized in

the several countries above mentioned. It would have a simple cepital
structure of shares of capital stock representing the equivalent
of £1,000,000 of paid in capital. While its suthorized capital should be
somewhat higher, say 35,000,000, there ig no need to contemplate its en-

largement beyond such a figure. When and if very large sums of money are
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requirecé for the financing of one or more comprehensive settlement

schemes, it may be presumed that the affiliated companies will be used

as vehicles since it is unlikely that any national group's capit
be available in substantial amounts unless managed by its ow

It is self-evident that no comprehensive scheme for
settlement of hundreds of tnocussnds of pcople can be envisaged without
governmental assistance. Such assistance may be grantea in the form
of loang to & corporation organized for the purpose of settling refugees
on its owmn territory or on territory within its sphere of influence, but

direct assistance to an internationsal corporation is highly improbable.

Manegement of Mother Corporation

Since the management of the corporation will be concerned prin-
cipelly in dealing withi- the Germarn Governments#l authorities, it is desir-
eble if not essential that ! 1ts principal officer be an Aryan. The sclec-
tion of a suiteble person can be left to the Inglish group in consulta-
tion of course with the American and the cther national groups concerned.
Its office should be located as close to the scene of activity s is con-

sistent with complete freedem of section - hence London is suggested for

this purpose.

Functions
I - Economic
The German agreement provides for the mobilization of 25k of
the Germen Jewish assets to be held in trust by three trustees, two of
whom will be appointees of the keich and the thiréd selected by cutside

Jewry. This fund will be available for transfer in the form of German

goods to be used primarily by the emigrants or their communities at their




final settlement locations. It is impossible to estimate accurately the
amount of the fund but it is expected to be considerable and may range
between 500,000,000 and 1,000,000,000 Reichsmarks.

(2) The corporation will in effect become the purchasing agent
for goods, machinery and equipment. This will include selection of mater-
ials, negotiation of price, supervision of quelity, delivery dates, and
transvortation arrengements.

(b) When goods are purchased which contain raw materials acquired
outside Germany the agreement provides that the Reich shall be reimbursed
for the cost of such materials. The corporation will negotiate such
settlements, finance such payments or will be the vehicle through which
credits for thot purpose secured by the goods will be arranged.

(¢) Should the time ever come when CGermén ¢urrency is freely trans-
ferable into foreign exchange, the corporation will effect the transfer.

(d) The coordinaticn of purchase and transfer with the flow of emi-

gration will also be the business of the corporation.

JI - Political and Social

The German Government has never officially recognized the Inter-
governmental Committee. That being the case, its future activity is
expected to be primarily the finding of places for and assistance in the
settlement of the involuntary emigrants. It will of course cooperate fully
with the corporetion and its affiliates to this end, but those aspects of
the agreement which relate to the treatment of Jews remaining in Germany or
evaiting emigration, in fact most contacts with the German Government will
presumably be made by an officer of the cerporation. The problems with

which they will be concerned will include among others:




The support of aged and infirm Jews;

Vorking concitions for those able to be gainfully employed;
flousing conditions;

The problem of concentration camp cases;

Pessport difficulties;

A complete census of potential emigrants and depencacnts in-

cluding capacities will either have to be made or supervised;

(g) Selection of emigrants in coordination with places of destin-

The enlargement of existing and organization of additional re-
streining facilities.

A1l of thest)sociel problems wilk be carried on in collaboration
with the German Jewish organizetions and' btheir subsidiarie
reason to assume that a foreign corporation‘ereated under the auspices
the Intergovernmental Committee and lin accordance with a memorandum of the

German Government for the purpcse of implementing that memorandum should

be & more effective group in dealing with the Reich.

Please note that no discussion concerned with the functions of a
corporation engaged in the manifold activities of a large-scale settlement
is contained above; rather an attempt has been made to limit the size and
scope to the minimum required to indicate to the German authorities a

desire to proceed in accordance with the terms of their memorandum.




April 17, 1929

Mr. Robert Herman

United Jewish Appeal for Refugees
542 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y.

My dear M¥r. Hermans

Rabbi Isserman informed me that Mr. Paul Muni and
Rabbi Edgar Magnin were to address a meeting in St. Louis
of the special gifts committee on Sunday, #April 16. I wonder
whether it would be porsible to persuade Mr. Muni to come

to Cleveland any time between now and May 7. We would then
arrange a special gifts gathering here where I am sure he
could be tremendously helpful. Please let me know by wire.

With best wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,
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RABB! ABBA HILEL SILVER=
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WOULD YOU BE GOOD ENOUGH TO ADVISE US BY RETURN WIRE
WHETHER YOU STILL WISH MARVIN LOWENTHAL FOR YOUR PULPIT
APRIL 30% IF NOT THE CAMPAIGN WISHES TO PRESENT HIWM AT
LUNCHEON MEETING CLEVELAND MAY 10, MUN! ACCEPTED |SSERMANS
NVITATION AS HE 1S PERSONAL FRIEND OF [SSERIANe |SSERMAN
REQUESTED WE NOT ASK MUNT FOR ANYTHING UNTIL AFTER HE HAD

BEEN IN STLOUISw MUNT TRAVELS ONLY BY TRAINw WE HAVE NEVER
HAD ANY CONTACT WITH HIMs REGARDS=

4 ROBERT HERMAN

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE




[TEMPORARY LETTERHEAD] Telephone VAnderbilt 6-2080

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL () FOR REFUGEES
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS

ON BEHALF OF
AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC.
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and
NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC.

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 342 MADISON AVENUE

Rabbi Jonah B. Wise NEW YORK. N. Y.
National Chairmen

Committee in Formation

April 19, 1939

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

Dr. Jonah B. Wise ie speaking in Detroit at one of the campaign
functions next Monday, April 24th. He is teking with him Rabbi
Hugo Hahn, formerly of Essen, Germanys. I understand th=t Rabbi
Hahn wes one of the outstanding Rabbig in Germany =nd is a very
forceful figure, although he does not speak English any too well.
His insight into the atrocities is really blood-curdling.

Dr. Wise suggested thet you might care to have Rabbi Haim in
Cleveland,after he leaves Detroit, where he can epeak to a few
of the big-givers and perhaps influence them in your campzign.
I would not suggest any large meeting for him to address unless
he were privileged to speak in German.

If you think Rebbi Hahn could be helpful to you in your cempeign

efforts in Cleveland, please let me know by wire immediately upon
receipt of this letter. Also let me know how long you would care
to have him stay in Cleveland, as we are arranging his itinerary

now.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

M. Robert
Director pf Field Staff
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April 21, 1929

My, Henry Ittelson
1 Park Avenue
New York, N,X

My dear lir. Ittelson:

Our local campaign organization of
the Inited JTewish Appeal, which is working hard for
success, is anxious about the contribution of the
Beaumont Foundation to the local coampaign. When
you were here (your coming has given a trezendous
to our campaign) you epoke of wr.ting to Commodore
Beaumont about @ supplementary contribution to
our Twenty Million Dollar campeign, nart of which
would be credited to Cleveland., T am wondering
whether you have sent that communication, and
would you suggest that dr. Dauby should follow it
up with a communication of his own?

With all good wishes, I remain

Moet cordially yours,




Telephone VAnderbilt 6-2080

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL () FOR REFUGEES
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS

ON BEHALF OF

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC.
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and
National Chalrmon NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC
Rass! ABBA HILLEL SILVER
Rassi JoNaH B. WisE 342 MADISON AVENUE

Honorary Chairmen NEW YORK, N. Y.

CyYRrUS ADLER

Louis BAMBERGER

AUBERT EINSTEIN

Max EPSTEIN

Hon. HerBerT H. LEHMAN

Louss E. KIRSTEIN

HoN. JuLiaNn W. Mack

HENRY MONSKY

WiLLiAM J. SHRODER "
Hon. Mm‘{ C. Sross April 24, 1939
Hon. NATHAN STRAUS

SAMUEL UNTERMYER

MRs. FELIx M. WARBURG

RaBsi STEPHEN S. WISE

Co-Chairmen Dr. Abba Hillel Silver

PAUL BAERWALD The Temple

Rasni SoLomMoN GOLDMAN .
RassI ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN Cleveland, Ohio
Louis Lipsky

Janems N, Rosmazsc Dear Dr. Silver:
WiLLiAM ROSENWALD

HoN. MorriS ROTHENBERG

EowArp M. M. WARBURG I received a wire Saturday morning, April 22nd,

Co-Treasurers from Paul Muni which I quote.

I. EowIN GOLDWASSER
Am.‘"“‘f‘l‘“m‘f“ “Due to importent work impossible to help
Exi;’gézec‘;;ffbmm further with campaign. Regards."

HENRY MONTOR
So it seems it is impossible to get this gentle-

Allocations Committ
ions Committee man to go to Cleveland.

Rassi SoLoMoN GOLDMAN
HENRY ITTLESON

Louis E. KIRSTEIN "

jrondng g gt With kindest regerds, I am
RasBl ApBA HIiLLEL SILVER

Executive Committee Sincerely y ofirs ’

James H. BECKER ) 7
Davip M. BRESSLER §
Josepu C. HYyman

HonN. Jacos J. KapLaAN

SIDNEY LANSBURGH ‘f ;
HonN. Louis E. LEVINTHAL M. Robert/Herman

SOLOMON LOWENSTEIN MEH :JG Director of Field Staff
Louis P. Rocker
CHARLES ]. RosENBLOOM
ELmyu D. StonE
and officers

é

$20,000,000 is the National Goal for 1939




Room 514, 125 Park Avenue,
New York, N.Y.

April 25th, 1939,

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

The Temple

East 105th Street at Ansel Road

Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

We have your letter of April 24th and
regret to learn that you will not be able to attend the

meeting on April 29th,

With
material has been sent
than what Mr, Ittleson
should be prepared, we

respect to your request, no new

out since the first meeting other
made available to you, If anything
shall be glad to forward it to you,

Very truly yours,

vajfk Secretary




April 28, 1939

Mr. Henry Ittleson
1 Park ®venue
New York, N.Y,

My dear Mr. Ittleson:

The Forum Magazine notifies me that you
have been kind enough to enter my name for a two
year subscription to the Forum Magazine. I need
not tell you that I greatly aprreciste your kindness.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,

AHE 3 BK




May 3, 1939

Mr. Robert Herman
United Jewish Appeal
242 Madison Avenue
Now YOI‘k, N.Y.

My dear lir, Hermans

I would deeply appreciate it if you
would send me the address of Mr. Sholom Asch., I
should 1like to write to him - not in connection
with the Campaign, but on some other matter.

With all good wighes, I remain

Very cordially yours,
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AND OVERSEAS NEEDS

ON BEHALF OF
AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC.
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and
NATIONAL CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE FUND, INC.

May 4th, 1639,

Rabbi Abbe Hillel Silver,

The Temple,

East 105th Street at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Rabbi Silver:

In the absence of Mr, Hermen your letter re-
questing the address of Mr. Sholem Asch has
been referred to this department, His

residence isg

765 Riverside Drive,
New York, N. Y.

and his telephone mumber isj
Wadsworth 8-3646,

Sincerely yours,

Benjamin Hanft
BH3:JGH

$20,000,000 is the National Goal for 1939

342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y.




TO

FROM

Subject

MEMORANDUWM

May 22, 1939
Vr. Henry Montor
Mr. Isidor Coons

Mr. M. Robert Herman

Pittsburgh Campaign

Mr. Salpeter informed me this morning that the Pittsburgh campaign
had reached a total of $430,000 and that he and Mr. Kaufmann con-
servatively estimate that when the campaign is over they will have
$505,000. Tonight, at the Concordia Club a meeting is to be held
of the Caravan, which will be addressed by Maurice Wertheim and Sam
Leidesdorf. Mr. Salpeter fears that they may collect $10,000 or
$15,000 tonight, graciously contripbute it to the Pittsburgh United
Jewish Fund and then pake application on behalf of the Survey
Conmittee for $30,000, $40,000 or $50,000.

I have reguested lir. Salpeter to advise me by wire no later than

tomorrow morning, the result of tonight's meeting.

MRH
M. Robert Herman
Director of Field Staff
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CLASS OF SERVICE oesmso& CHECK

DOMESTIC CABLE f ‘\
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED ACCT'G INFMN.

NIGHT NIGHT

MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP -
LETTER RADIOGRAM| TIME FILED
Patrons should check elass of service
desired; otherwise message will be
%;;Jﬂl—m / " R. B wHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON 3. C. WILLEVER X f
o— = A'.'.IDINT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT

Send the jollowing message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

z

31, 1939

=
o
e

Mr. M. Robert Herman
342 Madison Avenue
New York

WILL BE PLEASED TO SEE MR. MCDONALD COMMODORE HOTEL FRIDAY MORNING ELEVEN O'CLOCK

A H SILVER

(Collect)




CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED

I pomestic CABLE \
TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED

NIGHT NIGHT

MESSAGE LETTER
NIGHT SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM
desired; otherwise .

R. B, WHITE NEWCOME CARLTON J.C. WILLEVER

communieation.
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
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CHECK

s

ACCT'G INFMN.

TIME FILED

Send the jollowing message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

T o Y
- Lok Ix,.<.¢,, -

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES
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CONFIDENTTIAL

" THE JEWISH POSITION

AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED JEWISH APPEAL

International diplomacy mey be shaken by Hitler's acts of aggression.

For the Jewish people this lawlessness means the destruction of an increas-

ing number of new communities. Within two weeks hundreds of thousands of
Jews in Czechoslovakia and thousands in Memel have been placed in the shadow
of the Colossus of Hate. Despair grips our people. The suicides are un-
countable. The economic dislocation and the mental confusion that Hitler
brings is still unimaginable though we have seen and heard innumerable
descriptions for over five years. We do not know where Hitler will strike
next, Plans that we make for the financial provision of a great number of
his victims are blasted by the ruthlessness of his spread.

There is a danger that because of the broad picture involved we may not
gee the details of the problem that faces us insofar as the United Jewish
Appeal 1s concerned.

There are today under Hitler's destroying wings some 850,000 Jews: in
Germany, Austria and what was formerly Czechoslovakia. A mejority of that
number are still in the age of creativity, having a zest for life and the
capacity to contribute richly to any land that will accept them. The search
for lands that will permeanently absorb them still goes on., Thousands con-
tinue to go to Palestine and thousands come to America. Small numbers are
admitted elsewhere. The burdensome expropriation that followed the pogroms
of last November has left the German Jewish community seriously weakened--
notebly in Austria. The need for support of those in Germany until they
can emigrate is urgent. At the same time various schemes for their rehabil-
itation and maintenance outside Germany are being evolved, the extent of

their effectiveness depending on the funds available. Refugee camps are




THE POSITION (continued

being established in England, Switzerland, Holland, Belgium, France. Re-
training farms and centers are being enlarged sc that the emigrants can be
adapted to new occupations. If men and women take their own lives and those
of their children, it is because they yield to despair; because the aid
which they expect from us does not come fast enough. Every time we read an
item in our newspapers describing the tragic death of a Hitler victim it
reminds us that we might possibly have shared in giving him hope.

Poland is one of the most importent areas of support affected by the

United Jewish Appeal. In a community of over 3,100,000 Jews economic desti-

tution is causing wider ravaeges. Those who think boundaries are barriers

to Hitlerism are not aware of the intensification of anti-Semitism that has
occurred in Poland in recent years. The drive to rid Poland of i1ts "super-
fluous population" has teken on new energy. No responsible leader even
thinks of encouraging thet forced emigration of the Jews. They must remain
until only physical violence removes them. But if we are convinced that
the stability of world Jewry and the senctity of Jewish rights must be
preserved in the lends in which Jews live, we must do our share to enable
the Jews to survive in Poland. By so doing we can not only save Jewish
lives but make a distinct contribution to the survival of democracy, which
is the only wall between (he Jewish people end disaster. The Joint
Distribution Committee, through support of institutions of self-help in
Poland, can meke it possible to avert the disintegration of one of the
largest Jewish units in the world. Surely no one--even those of us living
as far away as the United States--believes that the disruption of the ancient
Jewish community in Poland would be without its effects on our own destiny.
The snows of the Alps carry the footprints of thousands of wandering

Jews who have once again taken up their trek. They are part of the 15,000
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ordered expelled from Italy because they entered after 1919. The anti-Semitic
laws which went into effect this month have deprived some twenty thousand
Jews of their livelihood and all Italian Jews of their status as citizens.

Hungary, within the orbit of Hitler politically, has adopted his slo-
gans racially. A self-admitted Jew-baiting government is now passing numer-
us clausus legislation designed to remove sixty thousand Jews from their
occupations. Thus does Hungary join the European countries using the
Jewish people as mountains of human bones on which to climb to heights of
political advantage.

The government of King Carol in Rumanie, striving to gain the support
of anti-Semitic elements, outdoes its political opponents in the fervor of
its regulations against Jews. The new economic agreement between the Nazis
and Rumania foreshadows & far broader front of cooperation. It cannot too
often be remembered that where Hitler goes there goes his complete arsenal
of despoliation and destructicn of the Jewish people.

There are over five million Jews in Central and Eastern Europe. Over
them hangs the shadow of slow or swift strangulation. There is enough
energy and talent within that mass to hold fast for a long time--until the
shadow dissipates, as eventually it must--if we in America will help them
hold their ground. For our sakes as well as for theirs.

The recent conferences in London have stirred many questions. Miscon-
ceptions have arisen which must be cleared up--for the sake of facts and
especially in the interests of the United Jewish Appeal which embraces the
United Palestine Appeal among its beneficiaries.

For weeks Jewish end Arab representatives met with the British Govern-

ment to consider Palestine problems. No agreement resulted. The Government

has indicated that it will impose its own policy for the future. An
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impending announcement was withheld because of the shock of the Czecho-
slovakian events which undoubtedly gave Great Britain new cause to remember
how much the Jews are devoted to democracy and how much they can be counted
upon to ald in its defense. The pressure exercised from America, by Christian

and Jew, has also had an effect in impressing British statesmen with the fact

that The civilized world wonders how England can possibly think of closing

the doors of Palestine to the Jews when they are being forced out of other
lands at an ever-increasing tempo.

But whatever the decision tnat may be imposed by Great Britain--now or
in the future--the facts of steady Palestine growth cannot be changed.
There are today in the Jewish homeland over 500,000 Jews. They constitute
more then a third of the setiled population. They are so inextricably bound
up with every facet of the country's life that no decree can diminish their
strength. The Jewish young men and women of Palestine have for three years
defended the land against the terrorist and the saboteur. They have demon-
strated bravery under fire and capacity to carry on with their daily con-
structive tasks despite obstructions. They have built more colonies than in
any similar period. They have found new water resources, enlarging the area
of colonization. Jews, as citizens of Palestine, have the legal and moral
right to bear arms. They will resist injustice as they have resisted injury.
We Jews in America and elsewhere ocught to be proud of our people who have
shown what it 1s to exercise all the prerogatives of free citizens of a
native land in defense of the best interests of that land.

Immigration goes on. Economic life advances. The possiblilities for
land purchase are unprecedented. If we are as free with our financial sup-
port as the Jews of Palestine have been with their lives as well as their

money no arbitrary decree can prevent a continuous influx of Jews into
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Palestine and their steady development of the country. Whatever British
policy may be this year, the legal rate of immigration will not be less than
it has been in the past two years. In the meantime, Jews have an opportuni-
ty to buy immediately thousands of dunams of land--the only possible basis
on which great settlement plans can be built. There is not a Jew today,
witnessing the Great Expulsion of our time in Europe, who does not regret
that we did not have the vision twenty and ten years ago to buy more land,
to build more colonies, to pour more manpower into Palestine. The oppor-
tunities are not lost. They beckon. With the aid of the United Jewish
Appeal we can make a substantial contribution to the saving permenently of
large numbers of Jews in Europe and of building a reservoir of strength in
Palestine for the other Jews who continue to hope for the chance at the free
life the Jewish homeland provides.

The Jews of Palestine have given Jews everywhere an example they should

cherish. When menaced by force, they have reacted with courage. When

threatened with delimitation of their rights they stood up strongly to pre-

serve them against all foes. If that comparatively small community of
Palestine could resist Arab violence for three years, encouraged as the
latter were by the empires of Mussolini and Hitler, and etill grow and
prosper, the millions of Jews elsewhere have every right to be strong and
hopeful. But there are some among us who have greater capacity for resist-
ance. We must share our resources with the others.

I beg of you to see to it that your 1939 campaign for the United Jewish
Appeal, whether held now or in the coming months, should not be on the level
of a routine philanthropic effort--requiring a little more energy perhaps
but nothing more.

You as a community leader have a definite obligation--in terms of




personal service and of contribution. If you will give yourself even more
devotedly than in the past to the planning and conduct of the campaign the
community will emulate your example. Moreover, all standards of generosity
in the past have no bearing on what is demanded of us today. I have been
surprised to note certain instances in which contributors are giving only
50% or 1004 more this year instead of 5004 and more. There may be occasions
in which & contributor gave the meximum last year and cannot possibly do
more in 1939. But that is an exception. All the rest of us ought, as a
token of our leadership and of our special capacity for understanding the
extent of the problem, give without regard to past records. Every leader
should realize that an extraordinary enlargement of his own giving means
more then the dollars from himself. It means that thousands of additional
dollars are added to the campaign total since the entire community is stimu-
lated to contribute on & similar scale of sacrificial generosity.

In those communities in which campaigns have been concluded, collec-
tions should be spurred. There are, of course, established procedures for
the regular collection and remittance of funds to the United Jewish Appecl.
But every Jew who can should make available as quickly as possible the full
extent of his support.

The United Jewish Appeal is far more than an instrument of assistance

to others. It is a weapon of defense for ourselves. Surely no one any

longer thinks in the provincial terms that what happens in the world at

large does not affect us here. In Europe is our first line of defense.






