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GEORGE BACKER
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Mr. Meyer W. Weisgel,
The Palestine Exhibit,
350 Fifth Avenue,

New York City.

Oy dear Mr. Weisgal:

Perhaps you already know that Dr. Silver is to
be in New York today. I would suggest that you get in touch
with him so that between you & chairman for Cleveland can be
named without further delay.

In my telk with Dr. Silver in Cincinnati, he
felt that a quota of §$5,000. could be easily raised for the

Exhibit. Will you get in touch with him as soon as possible?

Sincerely yours,

. et
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MEYER W. WEISGAL
Executive Director

PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE

George Backer Februa ry 7. 1968
Harold Jacobi

Chairmen

Samuel Blitz

Secretary
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Samuel J. Bloomingdale Pr. Abb Hillel i e

bl Srcidie Commodore Hotel :

Deniaid Elaser 42nd gtreet & Lexington Avenue
Elisha M. Friedman New York Ci ty

William Goldman

Israel Goldstein p r. S
s B e My dear Dr. Silve

Arthur M. Lamport
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Louis Lipsky I received the enclosed note from Mr. Backer

G. A. Lowenstein this afternoon.
Julian W. Mack

Edward A. Norman I should very much like to get together with

Sanie £ Mosimg you. Will call you tomorrow (Tuesday morn-
Morris Rothenberg

Frealing et e ing) for an appointment.

Michael Schaap :
Julius Simon Sincerely yours,
Robert Szold

Stephen S. Wise o W} »‘K
In let
[Incomplete] Meyer W. Wel sgal
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fy dear Rabbi Silver,

Very sincerely yours,

GB:FSC




\

FHE PALESTINE EXHIRBL]

= EMPIRE STATE BUILDING

NEW YORK CITY

March 30th, 1938

Mr. George J., Klein
2480 Bast 22nd Street
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Mr., Klein:

I have refrained from writing to you about the Cleve=-
land quota of $5,000 toward the $250,000 budget of the Palestine Exhi-
bit at the World's Fair for tha reason that some time ago, Rabbi Silver
made a tentative promise that he would take care of the matter in Cleve-
land and would call together the members of our National Committee and
assign the task to an individual capable of raising the quota,

What with the U.,P.A. and his other ivities, Rabbi
Silver, however, is so preoceupied now that ten us begging
to be relieved of the responsibility,. y turning to you
in the hope that you will be able to #%dake
uch other per-
to secure the

correspondence to Rabbi Silver

pssary that the entire amount be

p2igation is assumed., If Cleve~
the year of 1938 and the balance early

I hardly think it is necessary for me to urge upon
you the importance of the Palestine Exhibit at the World's Fair. It
is too early for me to give you a camplete portrayal of what the Pal-
estine Exhibit will consist of, other than to indicate that it will
be a notable achievement and a great contribution toward our efforts
to make the American public conscious of what Jewry has accomplished
in Palestine and what it means to the Jewish people as a whole,

For your infommation, I am sending you here a list
of the members of our National Cormittee in Cleveland., Among them
are men of high standing in the community, and of great responsibili=-
ty, whose interest in Palestine is well known. I am also sending
you a 1list of people who have been asked to serve on our Committee
but who have so far not replied. It is quite possible that we may
have left out certain people who will be valuable to you; if so,
please advise us and we shall write to them,

I shall be very grateful to you if you will let me
hear from you at the earliest possible moment,

With many thanks for your cooperation, I am

Sincerely yours,
Georfe Backer
Chairman
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GECRGE J. KIEIN
April 1, 1938

George Backer, Chaiman,
The Palestine Exhibit at the
New York World's Fair-1939
Empire State Building

New York City, New York

Dear Sir:- /
Replying to your letter of March SOth,

to advise that I am accepting"m\new Jobs.\ :

I might make two obaemfions/A ever, in \S
connection with your Iedters:” is, that some
arch optimist estadlished »000.00 quota for
Cleveland and the™ s that the purse strings
of owr 'fy are ap held by Rabbi Silver
~~7and it is\probably te for your endeavor
/7 "that he has step side in fulfilling his promise
' and I know ¢ _ r individual in this town
| who cen raise even a fraction of this amount and
\\ I am/inclined to believe that on more mature thought
Rabbi’ Silver also felt it strategically wise to

N—stds step this impossible undertaking.

In closing, however, I wish to say that I am
definitely out, I can neither accept any leadership
nor part of any committee to raise this money.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed)

G. J. Klein
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April 15, 1938,

Mr, George J, Klein,
2480 East 22nd Street,
Cleveland, Ohio,

"
(\.
My dear Mr. Kle'n,

Opt _»6 )1) forgive md Xor not answere
ing sooner your lettexk § To say t your letter
shocked me 1 & : I wag as cmaged as I

ene snd the content of your com~
pxpeeted such a response from ome
Coming from a Zion-
Sne who has been identified with
in a leading capacity for many years,
> swallow,

I nocepted the chairmanzhip of the Nation-
ttee and the presidency of the Palestine Fxhbit at
s recuest of Dr, Wige, and beceuse of the ascurance that

I would receive the whole-hearted support of Zioniets through-
out the country, Although I am not a Zionist, and have never
been identified officially or otherwice with the Zionist Move-
ment, I accepted this responsiblility beceuce of my deep con-
glotion thet » dignified, impressive Exribit of positive Jew-
ish achievements in Palectine todayy is of a significance to
Americen and world Jewry transcending that of a mere plysical
exhibit., The Zionists, I thought, would be the first to under-
stand this. It is, therefore, very discouraging to me, per-
sonally, t¢ find that that understanding is lacking.

I am perfestly awsare of all the problems fac-
ing the Jewich communities, and demands being made upon them.
I know alse that the building of the Psle-tine Exhibit repres-
ents an additional burden whieh it is not easy to sssume, Yet
there ie no other way im which thie thing osm be done, It,
therefore, devolves upon those who have an understand ing of
it b eignficance to give their aid in its execution.
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I any support is to come from Cleveland,
T an quite sure it will have to come from that sesction
of the community which has sympathy and understanding for
the project. I must confess that, as & non-Zionist, I am
genuinely disappointed st the lukewarm and almost indiffer-
ent attitude of some community leaders from whom a differ-
ent response wes to be expected,

I hove you will not trke amiss what I =@
paying here. I strongly feel theiresponsibility for the
task undertaken, and I am hopeful that leading Zionists
will help me carry this responaibility.

I em sending a copy of this repondence
to Rabbi Silver,

y yﬂu!‘S,

Gaorzs Racker
Chalirmasn,




Mr, Goorge Buc<er, Cheirman
The Palestine Exhibit,
Empire St:te Bullding,

New torg, '+¥,

My desr Mpr, Backers
Than% ' ou €0 much Tor your letter of
april 15 encloeing ;our correspondence with
iire George Xlein of Cleveiands Mr, Ylein's
letter amured me gre tly. I am his pet aversion
and nmentioning my neme 40 him wee waving « red flae,

The gentleman i8 © dyspeptic individual who has hed it
o

in for the world, I understand, ever sgince he lost his

money .

"A correction, nleasel™ as Charlis Chan would
says, I do not recsll having mede a8 oromise to you
thet 1 would take care of ralsing $5,000 in Cleveland
and that [ would call together the amembers of your
National Committee and assign the task to an individual
capable of raising the quota., Nor do I reesall writing to
you begging to be relieved of the responsibility.

#ith all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially jours,
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EMPIRE STATE BUILDING
NEW YORK CITY

MEYER W. WEISGAL

May 5, 1938

Rabb A. H. Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Rabbi Silver,

Knowing how preoccupied you are with
tremendous tasks, what with the UPA, and your own rab-
binical and local duties, I am deeply appreciative of
your suggestion that you may give me some time when I
come to Cleveleand on behalf of the Pale-tine Pavilion
a2t the New York World's Fair. I can come on May llth,
12th, or 13th, whichever day suits your convenience.

Please let me know when T can come.

Sincerely yours,

Meyer W. Weissal
Director.

Director
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