
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 

Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
          67   24        1545 

United Jewish Appeal, United Palestine Appeal, 
Warburg, Felix M., Colony, 1937-1938. 



I 

IDBI SCBIUIL'S LE'l'TD TO Im. 11LIX K. lfAUURG 

October 5, 1937 

117 dear Kr. larburgl 

Some ••bera ot our lxecutlYe C01111ittee haYe been diacuaaing the 
dee1rab111 t7 of Ullmg one of the new colonies in Upper Galilee 
in 7GUr honor. I han been asked to diacua• this aa.tter with 
:,ou, in the hope that we ma:, obtain your conaent to intitia.te 
auch a propoeal. 

You 118.7 be aware ot the fact that J11a\ice lradneis baa recent 17 
giYen peraiaelon to 1181119 another 1ettl••t 1n Palestine in hie 
honort the an Merlcan colony on the southern tip of Mount 
Carmel, facing the Mediterranean, will bear th• na11e la•at Jrande1e. 
Of course there la E1far Jrandeia in the Sharon. Likewise there 1• 
a Tillage recentl7 D&Md 1D honor of Henrietta S sold. It i a our 
hope that we •1' naae a colon7 near the new leitseenn Yilla&e in 
Upper Galilee in 7ov honor. le teel that your record in behalf 
of Palestine prompts ua to want to presene the name of JelixM. 
larburg in one of the new eettl•enta in Galilee. 

It will 'be • •7 pleasure to meet 70\l to discuss this matter at 
af17 tille or place tbat 1• convenient to 70u,-and I can be briet. 

With beet wishes and cordial greetings, I • 

LJ'SsSS 

Kr. 1elix M. Warburg 
l'nlm Loeb & Co. 
52 W1111aa St. 
lew Yale City 

Sincerely :,ours, 

LOUIS J. SCBUt.CL 

• 



Mil. DIBUllCJ18 IIPLY 'lO lilB I SOHIDIL' S Ll'!Sll 

52 Willlam Stree, 

lew York 

October 13, 1937 

Dear labb1 Scmr•t•l I 

I baN 'TO'Ur letter of October 5th, advising ■e that your 
Coaittee baa been d11cu•ing the deairabillt7 of n•ing 
one of the new colonies in Upper Galilee in 117 honor. 

I deeply appreciate the coapllaent which 7ou pay••• I 
feel, however, that the aih&tion in 1aleatine 1• ao coa
plicated and uncertain, that it would be better not to 
han ■7 Dalle broucht betor• the pQbllc in uy new con
nection at the present time. I prefer to work ae qu1•,17 
ae poeaible behind the acnea, to ••• whether we can bring 
about aome better eolution to the dlftieult probl••• facing 
that part ot the world. 

Babb1 Louie J. Schwetel 
11111fth AYenue - Room SOS 
I• Tork City 

Cordially ,-oura, 

( eignecl) 

1IL IX M. WADtmG 



Mre. 1el1x 11. Warburg 
1109 ft:tth .lyenue 
lew York Cit7 

117 dear llra. Warburgt 

Jmuar7 7, 1938 

Before writing JOU this letter, I consulted Dr. C)'?'Ue .Adler 
and llr. Sol II. Stroock, and I hse their approval for thi• 
coaunication. 

Laat October, Rabbi Schwe:tel, the lew York Director of the 
J niah Wational 1'md, co-unlcated wi \h 7our dear departed. 
husband, offering a nggeaticm in behalf of our lxecutin 
Co•ittee, with reference to the eetabliabaent of one of the 
nn colonies 1n Paleetine, to bear the naae of 1el1x II. Warburg. 

Mr. Warburg'• reaponae to our auggeation was, on the whole, 
enc011raging__ to ua. It wae our thought to take it up again at 
some time 1n the near future. Shortly; thereafter, unfortunatel7, 
the gi-ea t berea.vem•t occurred. 

We feel at thia tiae that the ~•tion, if d-ed appropriate 
b7 you, aq result in a linng, abiding maorial in the Hol1' 
Land, to a great Jew and a great lOTer of Pales,1ne. 

1181' I be granted an -,portunit1 to discuss this utter with 
7ouT 

(aigned) 

DB. ISRUL QOLDSTIIN 
President 



1118. WAUUU18 BIPLY TO DL GOLMTII1 1S 

Janua17 11, 1938 

Dr. Ierael Goldstein, Pr•••• 
J ~iah llational 1u.nd of Aaerica, 
111 11fth l.yenue. I. Y. c. 
117 dear Dr. Goldstein I 

I have received. J'OfJr letter ot January 7th and haTe ah.own 
1 t to •7 eon,. 

•• h&Te had a nuaber ot requests for penaia•ion to name 
Yarioue projects after •7 hu.lband. a• a ■aor1al to hill, 
and•• h&Te decided that we prefer not to ha.Te hie name 
used to aponaor e'ND the beat of cau•••• I therefore 
recret that while we feel honored. tbat ,ou rieh to call 
a colo117 after hia, •• feel at prea•t lt 11 better not 
to give our pena11eton to do ao. 

With friend.17 greetinga, bellne •• 

Sincerel.7 yom-e, 

1rleda Schiff larburg 



, \ 

January 51st, 1958. 

Mendel N. Fisher 

Dr. Israel Goldstein 

Ilise Ingrad Warburg phoned me ,7eete ay to say t 
she conveyed to Mrs. Warburg my converB'ation w1 \Ji her in 11 as gton, 
and that Yrs. Warl:urg said "yes", gldpg her co $t to our pro
ceeding with a Felix M. arburg Colo~, but th he did not wish 
to have it done in the form of a campaign. ~ 1 t means is that 
we may do it more or lees as we die it 1u ~e .D.B. project. 

Tbe question now is - aan it be ~one? I think we ought to go into this matter immedi~tely. 

Mies Warbqrg advises not 
is delayed Mrs. Warwrg may change h , 

lose any time, for if it 
mind about consenting. 

I wish you and Rabbi Sch,tefel ~ould give some thought 
to this question. Perhaps Rabbi Sehwetel can be helpful in round
ing up a few people who would serve ae a nucleus for this effort. 
I should like to discuss it with you and Rabbi Schwefel very soon. 
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CABLE 

WISE 
ZIONIBURO 
LONDON 

MARCH 10, 1938 

KAYDiErH THROUGH INGRID OBTAINED MRS. WAR.BURGS CONSENT 

NAME NACHLATH FELIX CONDITION NO OBLIGATIONS WARBURG 

FAMILY STOP BLITZ BELIEVES IDEA. PRODUCTIVE BANKERS 

DIVISION TAPPING NEW MONEY PALESTINE STOP AMERICAN 

liYD4ErH WILLING TURN OVER PROJECT UP A INCLUDING LA.ND 

AND COLONIZATION MINIMUM TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND STOP 

COLONY AND NAME REQUIRE CONSffiT KERENS STOP PLEASE 

URGE AND C.Al3LE USSISHKIN .AND HAYESOD REPRESENTATIVE 

CONSENT 

GOLDSTEIN 
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CABLE 

MARCH 13, 1938 

KERJESSOD 
J!RUSAL».1 (Palestine) 

MRS. WARBURG CONSENTED NAMING COLONY FELIX AT INVITATION 

KAYMETH BUT NOW SUGGESTED UPA CONDUCT SOLICITATION HOPING 

ADDITIONAL FUNDS STOP COULD FELIX NAME BE GIVEN TO ONE OF 

COLONY PROJECTS PLANNED THIS YEAR SO TH.AT FUNDS MIGHT 

PROPERLY BE SOUGHT STOP INCOME WOULD BE TREATED AS PART 

RIDULAR UPA PROCEEDS 

MONTOR 



I - 5 -

n.ru :~rs . J seph Stroo '·:: has been enlisted . It is expected that a number 
of ,•;omeh not active be:..orc v.ill this year len : tr_eir servicer. to the cam,aign . 

He stated that the highlit:ht of t' e Aanhattar campn.it;n will be a 
dinner L honor of Dr . Silver on Ma:, 3rd, on v1ilich oc as ion he will be 
preserted. v·ith a check for $100 , 000 . The a_inner is to be utilized for 
tre purpos~ of gLtti1g special gifts not obtained in the trudes . 

.. r . Blitz c~llod attention to the fact that this yea1· the problem 
of gctti..~L contributions from wertlthier Jews is aggravated. by the de~th 
of :?clix .:: . Wn.rburg , in addition to the unfayor able conditions in V/n.11 Street. 
Throut_'h the A.'Tlerican Friends of the Hebr ev; University , the coopcr ntion of 
Roger {{ . Straus '"l.nd Ua.urico Wcr their.i have been secured . ~r. Wertheim has 
agrc'c to call n dinner mcctins of the Bo.nkcrn Divisior in the latter part 
of April, -.·: it'1 n speclal ~:>P~".l to be mndc by Dr . Silver. 

Ee d.eclarc -i. thn.t outslci..e of the B~nkcrs Divis i on , the r eceipts 
of the. UPA ·n Gre::i.tcr l 0v: Yo:-k n.1·0 larger th~n those of the J . D. C., n.nd 
it was therc:orc believed th1.t with th0 a.cquisition of Mr . Vlcrthci , 
t:·w income v;o· , ld be) su.bsto.ntinlly increased . Of tho 55 trades org.wizod 
in Grfat : r e;; York , ,Ir . :Blitz statccl that 28 t r ades are being conducted 
joi .tly on n. b::-,sis o: p:->.ritl; the b~lancc are independer t effor ts. 

r . Silv l-r, supplcmc.ntinl'.: the remn.r}~s made by :r . Blitz informed 
t~u committl-G th~t in spite o~ the I~ct thnt the U.P.A. could not come to 
a co:-nplctt- ar,rcc·-:i r..t ',iith the J . D. C., tnc ::1ost cord' nl r.Jln.tionship exists 
botw.:cn the officers of botr. organizo.tions . The U.P.A. had offer ed 
combined drives on rui a rc\_;d ba.si s thr oughout tho country v;i thout exception , 
but thnttl1is h.:td. 1 ot been acceptable to the J . D. C. 

FELIX WARBlraG COLO TY : 

Dr . Golds ein reported that so;nc ti:ne ago , follov:ing the death of 
Mr . ~lnrbu.rg , tht- Jewish ra ionn.l tund considered a pl:u to establish 

tract of lo.. d in Pc.lost inc tl .:i..t s_wuld bear r is na:nu . i.~ore recently , 
ho~cver , it sccmc ' to the J .N.F. that the U.? .A. could mru c much more com
prchcnzivc us-J of tl'lis idea t' ru the J . N. F., ;md that tho U.P.A. should 
t:1or uforc '...ll1dcrtn.1<c this project o n largo s cale . Mrc . Wnr'.Jur g v:n.s 
sounded out through er niece , I ni:~ri , aid it v;as nscertnincd that whereas 
the Wn.rburg fa:-., il~r it sc lf could not undertake suet n project , there would 
ot be any object ion if it were undert:1.KE-!1 in n digni:ied v:n.y . hereupon , 

Dr . Goldst · in cablud to the lenders in London , nncl the follov:ing reply 
v;:1s rec ci vod: 

11 :.o::.~no 1 
},i.A:tCH 15 , 1938 

ZIOH STS 
SILVE?i GOLDSTEI~ 

E\1 YORK 

U iA.:HMOUSLY i AVOR i7A7- URG COLm Y i.1ll~ORI.AL PROVIDED ALL 
l, ON:2YS TlHS PROJ ECT FROL 1 EI{ SOURCES -JOT PnEVIOUSLY 
TAPPED BY lJPA AlID NOT DERIVI ·,,G TitO l } om AL UP INCOME 
A.WAITrTG YOUR FUi \.1 DECI SIO T AP.rER YOUR CONSULT TIO 
'11TH rHSE LIPSKY 

( SIGrrED) USSISHKIN BENGlliUON J AFFE KAPLAN" 



- 6 -

Dr . Goldstein declared that inasmuch as Dr . Wise and 1r . ipsky 

had firnt-hard i1formatioI, it was unnecess:iry for him to offer any in

terpr •tution of the ca:ilro reply, and he therefore sub~itted the matter as 

ru1 opportun·ty for the U.P.A. to raise su stnntial funds pr~ticul~rly 

through the Ban.Kers Divisio1 . 

'r . litz poin ed out that when he discuGsed the matter ·it 

Dr . Gol stein , it v;as inte11ded. th~t the Zi0i.1is t Congr ess should rnnt 

n.uthori za.t ion for the nruning of o. colony ns the Warburg Colony; it wns hop ed 

that o. subst'llltinl su.11 would be raised for the cstablish:nent of suet a 

colony . Hov:ever, the re:. ly from Loudon did 1 ot meet the pury)Ose intended, 

inas. uch as the money rais ed ~ould not be credivrd to the norrnnl income 

of t' c U.P .A. 

:)r . Wise exp1~essed thn belief that Mr . Ussi.schl::in . ust h ".v.__ heard 

from A.-:1 c ·i a. tb'lt the monay that v1011ld bn raised would. not be nev· r.ioney 

but ~oul~ be money t1~t ~o· ld nor:nn.lly accrue to the U. P . A. ; that the 

n .. ;: ing o nny colony would 11ot suffice for t: c :ncmory of so r-re1.t and dis

t i ngu.is :wd n Jev; as Feli..· Ylo.rbur., , and that if his nnI-:l tJ 1Var e to be used, 

it would h'.:'.V to be a lnrg t.:. undert'"t'kinp thl'..t v:o ld r.rnn.sur8 up to his 

devotion to Ertz Israel. It there:o.r o occurred to Dr . 'ilise th :1t 'l.r . Wertheim 

be n:ppror~ched \':i th ~ vi~v1 to c.s c 1.;rt ~. ining whether he v;ould make a. special 

ef.i:ort n.:.rnn.g tr.e bf'nking gro lj) to rl'.isc h~1lf a :. ill ion dollars, v:ith the 

undcrst· r1ding th"1.t "·is :non1.:•y is to be used. for the upbuilding of ~ settle-

r: vnt t h· t ;·;ould be a. fitting ~:ic::10rin.l for ~r . '11'lrburg . 

rnhe chQir~an suggest d th~t tho entire ~~ttur be rcf~rred to the 

Exccutiv 1;., Co::1::iittcc for further study . Ho state t • ...... t it v:as quit e possible 

for t~ e ·orcn Haycsod , in :.1aking its pln.ns for next yen.r, to nn.=nc .:1. 

colony II nrburg Colony", wi t hou.t nny quest ion being raised as to v; L ther 

the funJs arc derived fro:71 ncv; sourc s or fro::-, old sources. 

After f rthcr disc ssio 

It was ::iovcd , nccondcd <.!.nd c:1rriecl thn.t tho ::iutter be r e ,~rrcd 

to the E:~cc· tivE; t,;o:::1:.1ittce for further study, unci to report b~ .. ck: t0 tnc 

Ad~.1 i::1.i st r:~t ice Co.:J::·. i t tee . 

F.ASHOAER HATZAIR : 

,"it rcf1..;r cnce t ,J th\.) requ1Jst of H .. ~sl o;Jer !iatzn.ir for as sidy 

fro::1 the U. P . A. , ,:r . . :ontor su{.:gL'st ( t::~ follov:i ff p roposeL, 1·e_ ly: 

Mr . Yee. i 1 G~ccnbcrg 
H~shoner Hatznir 
305 :Sroa.dv;c.y 
J. ev: Y or ~, li . Y. 

T:iis v.-i ll ncknov;lcdc the receipt of your 1 t er 
o .. Feb uo.r~· 23rd , calling upo tht: Unit c Palo st· ne Appeal t o 

:-:wl::c n subvcntioa to tho Has:lo::rnr H'.1tzf'..ir Orp" ...... '!.izn.tion for tlrn 
yenr 1938 . 
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Mr. H. Montor, 

OREH HAYESOD 
P.D.:B. 731 
Jerusalem 

United Palestine Appeal, 
111 Fifth Ave., Room 703, 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Montor: 

May 5, 1938 

I am referring to your various cables and letters -
especially of March 11th - concerning the Felix M. Warburg 
colony. The minutes of the United Palestine Appeal of 
March 23rd wherein the same quest ion was dealt with I re-
ceived on Sunday preceding the Monday on which, according to 
your cable of April 9th, the final decision should have been 
in your hands. I forwarded the extract of these minutes im
mediately to the Executive, asking Kaplan to see to it that a 
decision be taken. However, a decision was not taken, and I 
therefore had nothing to cable to you. But that implies 
already that there was no prospect of coming to a positive 
reply, and this is not difficult to explain. The Executive 
did not see a WtJ:¥ of suggesting the naming of a colony in 
honour of Felix M. Warburg without having definite prospects 
of getting sufficient additional amounts to guarantee that 
this new colony would be built up shortly and in such a w,q 
as to be a real memorial to the man who was being honoured. 
They feel that the name of Felix Warburg stands too high to 
be attached to one of those settlements of ours which have 
to wait for years before they are put on their feet. 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) LEO HERRMANN 

" 
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NATIO~AL FUND 

I FIFTH A\#ENUE 

MEMORANDUM 
Date July 8 1 19S8. 

To YR. HENRY K>NTOR 

From MR. MENDEL N. FISHER 

Subject In rg: FELIX M, WARBURG COLONY 

I asked Rabbi Schwefel, who conducted the original negotiations with 
Yr. Warburg, on our behalf', to prepare a summary of the discussions 
and the correspondence. I am attaching herewith his memorandum, which 
you will be good enough to turn over to Dr. Silver. 

You might supplement the memorandum by quoting the decision the UPA 
Administrative Comml.ttee made when the matter was submitted for dis
cussion. As I recall it, a committee was appointed to go into the 
question. Please consult the minutes for an accurate record of' what 
transpired. 

I also wish to add a copy or Dr. Goldstein's memrandum to me, dated 
January 31st, conveying the substance or Dr. Goldstein's conversation 
with Miss Ingra.d Warburg. 

MNF:P.B 
Enc. 



JEYIISH NATIO AL FUND 
I~ I FIFTH AVENUE . 

MEMORANDUM 
Date July 8 • 1938 

• To 
mt. ABBA FDJ,\L SILVD 

From 
BABBI LOUIS J. SCHWUIL 

Subjecl DLIX :A.Rl3URG COLONY 

Some time in September, 1936, after my return from a year's stay in Palestine, I sent 
a note to Mr. Jelix M. Warburg informing hill of my return and suggesting that I would 
be pleased to have an opportunity to discuss Palestine matters with him. He invited 
me to hie office and discussed the whole Palestine situation with me. He was par
ticularly anxious to have a first-hand report concerning the distwrbances in Pales
tine, the attitude of certain leaders, etc. 

At that time, I had occasion to ask for his special assistance in the matter of the 
tree campaign of the Jewiah National J'und ani from this subject, we went to a dis
cussion of the possibilities of his permitting the establiehment of a Colony bearing 
his name. He asked me not to press the ma.tter just then in view of the disturbances, 
but seemed to feel that the suggestion might appeal to him at some other time. 

A little more than a year later on October 5, 1937, I sent Kr. Warburg a letter re
nnin,; this suggenion and received a repl7 dated October 13, 1937. (Copies of both 
letters are attached). 

A fflfl dqs after Mr. Warburg wrote me, he passed away. I disaussed the exchange of 
correepondence with Dr. Israel Goldstein and suggested that he consult with Dr. 
Cyrus Adler and Mr. Sol Stroock as to the steps to be taken that would lead most 
readily to the accomplishment of such a project. Dr. Goldstein consulted. both of 
these gentlemen, who seemed to indicate that there were fair possibilitiea for 
achieving this puipoee and suggested that Mrs. Warburg be apprised of our hopes in 
this matter. (Attached are copies of the exchange of correspondence between Dr. 
Goldstein and Mrs. Warburg)• 

About two weeks later, Dr. Goldstein and Mies Ingrid Warburg had occasion to diacusa 
the matter and Mias Warburg offered to renew convereatione with Mrs. Warburg on thia 
eubJect, after which, Miss Ingrid Warburg telephoned to Dr. Goldstein stating that 
Mrs. larburg aaid •Yes•, gi.Ting her consent to our proceeding with a 1elix M. Warburg 
Colony, but that she did not wish to have it done in the form of a c8Dlpaign. Mies 
Warburg also advl1ed that we lose no time in taking the initial steps to asB\lre the 
creation of the project. 

After some private negotiations, we called a little conference at which the following 
were present: Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Lipek7, Mr. Blitz, Mr. 1iaher and myself; and de
cided to send a cable obtaining the consent of the Ieran. Iayemeth and the Ieren Bayesod. 
Since this waa the time of the Actions• COD1Dittee meeting in London, we sent the cable 
to Dr. Wise aa follows& 

UYIIB'l'H THROUGH INGRID OBTAIDD MRS l'ABBURGS CONSENT BAim lf.A.CBLAm 
DLIX CONDITION HO OBLIGATIONS WARBURG 1AMILY S'lOP :BLITZ :SILifflS Illil 
PRODUC'rIQ lWiDBS DIVISION TAPPIIG ND KODY PALJ:STINJ: S!OP AMBRIOA!l 
ll!DBTH IILLIBG ruBN OV:O PBonCT UP.A. IICLUDIIG LAID AID OOLOIIZlTIOlJ 
KilfDrol( '1'WO llUHDUD THOUSilD smP COLONY AID !W(J: llQ,Uill OONSDT DB:INS 
SroP PLIASI UIUJI ill> CABLI USSISBlIN AID BAm~MflRISDTATIVI COISD! 



On March 15th, we recei Ted the following cable in repl71 

mwtIMOUSLY J'AVOUR DBJJJRG COLOBY LmlORIAL PROVIDED ALL 

MONIES THIS PRC>.BOT 1B0M HD SOUBCES HOT PUVIOUSLY TAPPED 
BY UPA AND NOT DERIVING DOil HOBMAL UP.1 IHCOMJC AWAITING 

YOUR FilWa lllCISIOlf A1T& YOUR CONSULTATION m WISI 

LIPSff. 

USSISHJCDT BDTGURION JUJ'K DPLAB 
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PRAlf'K.J, 

42 ND STREET AT GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL 

1kuYurL4 

L N OW O V SIT TH EW YOR ORLD'S IR I 3 

AND TAY AT THE COMMODORE 
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