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STRICTLY C O N F I D E N T I A L 



RER)RT ON THE SITUATION IN PALESTINE, OCTOBER, 1939, 
DELIVERED BY MR. M. SHERTOK ON HIS ARRIVAL IN LONION 

9.10.39 

What we have to face in Palestine to~ is the very severe impact of 

the war situation upon the economic life of the country, even though militarily 

Palestine is still unaffected by the War and mq remain so for a considerable 

time, or even throughout the duration of the conflict. We have before us to­

day in Palestine a picture bearing a.11 the marks and peculiarities of a 

country containing on the one hand (on the Jewish side) a fairly complex and 

sensitive mechanism, and on the other hand primitive elements of population -

Jewish as well as Arab - with a Government trying to hold the balance between 

modernity and primitive conditions, and finding itself - though imbued with 

the desire to control the emergency - absolutely unequipped with effective 

means of doing so. 

Perhaps the main trouble we have to face at once is that of the drastic 

curtailment of credit. In the very first few days of the panic following the 

outbreak ef war, we had a run on the banks, resulting in the withdrawal of 

between three and four million pounds of deposits, and creating a very acute 

banking crisis. The Government stepped in immediately (prompted by us and 

our banking committee), but stepped in only. as in many other spheres, with 

restrictive and not constructive measures. It closed the banks for several 

deys. and then allowed them to re-open on condition that every depositor 

ebould be allowed to withdraw only up to 15 per cent. of his deposit. This 

provided a breathing-space during which measures could be devised for deal-

ing with the situation. Naturally, thia situation, governed by rigid 

restrictions, could only be a very brief transitional stat;e towards something 

more regular, and the question to be settled was what relief could be made 

available for the weaker banks. The idea was that the three major factors 

operating in this sphere - the Government, Barclay's Bank and the Anglo­

Palestine Bank - should get together and provide a joint fund for this purpose. 
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But the Government bluntly refused to take a hand in this joint venture. 

They said they could only use their regulating authority, and that they would 

not pledge one pound of their financial resources for this emergency. This 

greatly irritated the directors of Barclay's Bank, both in Palestine and in 

London, and they decided to wash their hands of the whole business, their 

line being that the Government was more responsible than they were, and if 

the Government could afford to do nothing about it, it was not for them to 

risk their clients' money. As a result, the Anglo-Palestine Bank was left 

alone in the field, and had to consider very seriously the question whether 

or not it should take action entirely unaided. or with such assistance as 

was forthcoming from Lloyd's Bank, or whether it should throw the whole 

responsibility on the Government, and risk seeing a large number of second 

and third rate Jewish banks going to rack and ruin. Time for the taking of 

effective action at this end to change the decision of the Palestine Government 

was extremely limited; and it 'f.as a question of 11 ta.lce it or leave it". And 

we decided to take the plunge. I sey 11 we11 because the Executive was very 

directly implicated; we were consulted by the Bank, and we had to take the 

responsibility for the ultimate decision. That decision was that the Bank 

should creata, with the help of ~250,000 provided by Lloyd's Bank, a fund 

of some b600,000, including i350,000 of its own money, to be placed at the 

disposal of the smaller banks, so that they could, if the run continued after 

the re-op~ning of the banks, draw upon it to meet claims. The hope was that 

this amount would prove sufficient to enablo them to meet the immediate 

emergency. In ony case, the Anglo-Palestine Bank felt that this was the limit 

of ~hat it could risk. A list of banks was drawn up for relief under this 

scheme, and that list did not include the most important of the secondary 

banks - the Ashrai - because to normalize the position of the Ashrai Bank 

alone would have taken hundreds of thousands of pounds, and this was beyond 

\he means of the Anglo-Polestine Bank. Nor did the Anglo-Palestine Bank feel 
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that, r.ith its inadequate resources to aid all Je~ish banks, ond unaided as it 

~ns by th~ Gov~rnment, it r.as c&lled upon to save th tr.o Arab bc..nks, which 

also found theri1selves in o. very bad position. 

The step taken was a very risky one. I can quite understand its being 

criticized - as I understand it has been critized - in banking quarters in 

London. We are, after all, only at the beginning of this crisis, and may yet 

have still more serious storms to weather; if the Anglo-Palestine B .. begins 

by approprinting money on this scale, nnd people get accustomed to look to 

the Bnnk and not to the Government for help, we may find ourselves in a Vt:ry 

serious position. For the time being, however, the experiment 1::--..u eucc,..r:ded. 

The action of the Anglo-Palestine Bank was much appreciated by the Government 

as a patriotic gesture, and made a profound impression on th3 country. It 

steadied people's nerves, end when the limitation on the withdrawal of deposits 

was removed from that list of banks (which includes the vnst majority of 

the smaller banks, with only very few except ions) , I,180, 000 v:ero wi thdrav.n 

the first day, ~60,000 tho second dey, hardly anything on thu third day, 

while on th fourth and subsequent days money began to trickle back into the 

banks. For the time being, then, we have succeeded. But we have still to 

worry about the future, and also about the present. For : ttough this risky 

step on the po.rt of the Anglo-Palestine Bank has for the time being saved the 

banks themselves, it has not solved the problem of credit. The banks have 

now to be very cautious and hav~ to do their utmost to got back to the degree 

of liquidity which was theirs before the crisis. They have to accumulate 

reserves and deny credit. Credit thus r mains very severely restricted and 

this bas a deadening effect on the country's economic life. There is an 

all-round insistence on cash payments, and this has intensified the state of 

stagnation which set in with the declaration of war, and caused very acute 

suffering. 

So the problem which we still have to face is the building up of some 



• 

- 4 -

resources which will not only save the banks from ruin, but will enable them 

to revert so far as possible to normal conditions of operation, and this 

raises the question of a re-discounting fund. I have already had an op!)Ortunity 

of discussing this problem ~ith Mr. Istorik, who thinks that something 

might be done. In Palestine we have discussed it with the Treasurer and the 

High Commissioner. All I can say at the moment is that certain suggestions 

which ~e put to them r.ere not turned dov-n, and the Treasurer agreed to accept 

a memorandum on the subject from us. I sill not go into detail here - it 

can be a matter of interest only to people with specialized knowledge - but 

I will say this, that if ~e do not get what we need in this direction, I 

am very much afraid that Palestine will continue economically in a strait 

jacket. 

A branch of our economy ~hich has been particularly hard hit by the 

restriction of credit is the orange industry. Restricted credits are not 

the only factor operating, but they are the ost important, Orange-growing 

in general was in a fairly bad was before the crisis arose. In addition, 

it now bad to f~ce a further sharp curtailment of the usual seasonal advances 

mnde to orange-growers on th~ security of their crops. Moreover, there was 

the uncertainty of shipping this year's crop. The cumulative effoct of all 

these was disastrous. People became extre~ely nervous, and work was cut 

down to the barest minimum. Cultivation is barely sufficient to keep the 

treos alive, and nothing like what is necessary for the well being of the 

groves. Some peopl hav• not oven felt able to continue with the minimum -

nrjd there are evon cases, tho~n exceptional on s, of groves being abandoned. 

But generally, as little work as Possible is being done on the ore.nge-grovos. 

People sey it is a Je;ish characteristic to do as much as :iossible for one's 

children, and not as little; c.nd J~wish ore.nge-gro~ers g~nerally took tho same 

vie~ about their groves. The chongc over to a minbum program:ne is therefore 

all tho more violent. The result has been that between 6000 and 7000 workers 
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were tbrov;n out of work in the orange colohics almost overnight, and this, 

with the general effects of the crisis, has deprived ev en larger numbers of 

people in the colonies of their livelihood. The question now is how best to 

help the ornngo-tra.de through this critical p~riod. A co:nmittee of bankers is 

now sitting, and is giving serious consideration to this problem. Their main 

object is to provide funds for the conversion of the debts which weigh down the 

orange industry - mainly short term obligations at high rates of interest. 

lo. the opinion of our experts the situation is by no means without hope; on the 

contrary, they ee great prospects for the orange trade. It is mainly a question 

of the successful carrying through of this conversion operation. which they 

believe will only be possible if a fund of some ~500,000 can be provided by 

the Jewish Agency at a very low rate of interest. 

:But you lmow how we, the Agency, stand financially; you know we are 

not in a position to do this. All we could include in our present emergency 

budget for credits to the orange-growers in a niggardly amount of ~10,000 -

a mere earnest of the .Agency•s good~ill, and no more than a nominal contribution. 

Another branch of our economic structure which has been severly 

affected by the crisis is the building industry. It is interesting to not e 

that in the weeks immediately preceding the crisis, one begrui to notice symptoms 

of a new wave of 11 prosperity11 in Palestine - at all events of a new upward 

trend. Building was beginning to pick up, capital was being more freely mnde 

available for investment in this and other spheres, and generally things were 

looking more hopeful. As a result of the crisis and its effects on credit, as 

well as of the dearth of building materials, the difficulty of imports, and 

the general lack of confidence in the future, private building activities have 

completely ceased, and t h is has aggravated unemployment in the t o~s, where 

the numbers of un employed wer e already fairly considerable even before the 

crisis. 

To sum up on the employment, the fact is th.at we have got now t o l ook 
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after some 16,000 to 18,000 unemployed (some s~ up to 20,000); we have either 

to create relief works for them - works necessary in themselves, but particularly 

urgent now in view of the unemployment situation - or stimulate employment in 

some other way, or if neither of these 1s :practicable, to provide direct relief 

in order to save them and their families from starvation. The last method. 

though cheaper to~, is terribly wasteful in the long run, both financially 

and humanly. I am speaking here of 0 proletarian11 unemployment; these figures 

do not include those of the middle classes, small traders, etc., who have also 

lost their livelihood through the crisis. Members of the staff of our Economic 

Research Institute estimate the total numb~r of people for whom some provision 

has to be made at 100,000 souls - over 20 per cent. of the total Jewish 

population. All these people cnll for help. 

Plans have been worked out for dealing with this situation. There is 

a comprehensive national building scheme comprising 2000 two-roomed houses, of 

which 1000 houses, or their equivalent in rooms, are to be put up in our 

sQttloments, 500 in orange colonies and 500 in workers• quo.rt crs in the towns. 

A great deal of the money 1s to come from local sources, but o contribution 

from outside 1s indispensable. We are also working on a scheme of relieving 

unemployment in the colonies by a lorge-scale transfer of workers to the settle­

ments, and to reclamation camps in the areas of Jewish National Fund land in 

tho hills, This a&ain calls for extraordinary meons. The works to be done are 

very important in themselves, and they can now be done much more cheaply than 

under normal conditions. But the ~eans are not yet there, and in the meantime, 

the unemployment $ituntion is growing daily moro acute. 

Yet this extremely - almost desp~ratoly - difficult situation is not 

~ithout its hopeful features. If some avanues arc closed others aro opening. 

The very difficulty of icports from abroad provides new opportunities for other 

branches of our economy, notably for industry and mixed farming. But again we 

must have substantial means in order to take advantnge of the opportunities of 
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expansion which are presenting themselves. 

Industry has on the whole been less affected than building and orange­

gro~ing, and some industries are already making progress just because of the 

general depression. If the war should be prolonged we may find ourselves in a 

position where there is a good solid natural protection for our industries, allow­

ing both of the expansion of existing undertakings and the establishment of new 

ones. We all know that during the last war, certain centres in India became 

industrialized - in fact India and some other Dominions achieved their present 

degree of industrialization chiefly as a result of the war. I am not saying 

that Palestine is now in exactly the same position, but some of the elements 

of that situation are certainly pros~nt in Palestine today. The internal 

market for manufact'\U'ed goods will now be secure against competition from 

abroad, and there is bound to be a great hunger for goods in all the neighboring 

countries. and possibly in countries further afield, as production passes from 

a peace-time to a war-time basis in the main exporting co\llltries, imports from 

Germany shrink or cease, and imports even from allied and neutral countries 

have to contend with great transport difficulties and war risks. A situation 

is thus bound to arise in which whatever we can produce we will certainly 

find a market for. Already there has been a semi-official approach to us 

from Turkey; they have asked us whether we can cover in Palestine at least a 

part of their pharmaceutical requirements (r.hich normally they get, as to 

90 per cent. or so, from Germany). A small delegntion - h~lf scientific and 

h~lf com~ercinl - is just now in Ankara to explore these possibilities with 

repres~ntatives of the Turkish Gov~rnmcnt, with n view to finding out what 

Turkey needs, and how far Palestine can supply it. Other such opportunities 

exist, snd no doubt more will m~tortalizc as time goes on. But first and 

foremost wa have the local market. The Ata Textile Works are now regularly 

Trorking three shifts a dey, and barely managing to cover the local demand. And 

similar hopeful signs are visible else~here. 
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But for industry too the problem of credits is a serious one. There is 

the very difficult problem of financing i~ports of raw materials, which calls 

for the establishment of some central agency. There is, above all, the need for 

considorablo new investjent - new investment ~hich will certaihly not be entire-

ly tnkcn care of by private capital. If ~e really want to make the most of the 

opportunities created by this crisis, we shall have to consider industry as we 

have hitherto considered agriculture: not as the almost exclusive domain of 

private capital, with minor help for research and some assistance during 

infancy from the national funds, but as the proper domain of national capital, 

with such help as mS¥ be forthcoming from private sources. A great deal can, 

of course, still be obtained in Palestine itself from private investors, 

provided there were at any rate a partial guarantee from public funds against 

risk of losses, which are, of course, greatly increased by r uason of the war, 

and long term investments content with low r turns. A plan has already been 

worked out for we.r-time in~ustrial expansion, It is embodied in a voluminous 

document which goes into a good deal of detail with regard to individual branchos. 

The gist is that what is required is national investment on a consider~ble 

scale, which would drag in some private capital in its train. 

Turning now to agriculture generally, agnin the internal market is now 

fairly secure, particularly since the nuighboring countries are still in a 

stste of panic, and hava placed a practical embargo on all sorts of exports. 

Even so the problem of food-stuffs 1s not insolubl, though it remains serious. 

Local productions will naturally have priority in war-time, and tho question 

a.rises here, too, of fresh capital in order to permit of expansion of production. 

We must not forget that at lest 50 of our settlements are still in their 

infancy; they wore established during tho last three years, and still require 

initial investment on a fairly substantial scale in order to become fully 

productiv ~ and self-supporting. A scheme has been worked out for increasing 

~ricultural production which calls for expenditure on tha sinking of wells, 
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erection of irrigation plants, and other initial works and equipment. 

I have indicated these two possibilities of 11 making h~ while the sun 

shines". But we cannot make h~ with our ten fingers; we have to have the 

wherewithal. 

But there are other pro~pects of a real advance which would enormously 

strengthen our position, and enable us to find ourselves at the end of the War 

in a totally different and much stronger position than we are now. I refer 

to the possibilities of land purchase. Offers of land are now coming in from 

all parts of the country - north, south, east and west. Of course you lmow that 

no purchase of land in Palestine can be made effective in 24 hours from the 

mom~nt the offer is made. It alweys takes a very long time to negotiate and 

settle matters. The Keren Kayemeth, limited as are its financial resources, 

must perforce concentrate upon the most important acquisitions - important 

from the point of view of colonizetion and of strategy. The K.K.L. must b, 

things being what they are, selective and restrictive in its policy; it cannot 

entertain any and every offer mede to it. The question of creating funds 

sufficient for us to take advantage of all the possibilities of land purchase 

which offer themselves is a very pressing one. And we ~ust not forget that it 

is never enough to buy land; wo must occupy it immediately. If there should 

be a danger of certain legislation now under discussion becoming retroactive, 

thnt d.Anger will be much gre~ter in the cnso of l'll'ld bought and not occupied 

than it can be in the case of land inhabited and under cultivation. Apart 

from this major danger of the land law, tl:~re is a permanent danger involved in 

holding land which is unoccupied and untilled - it is liable to be encroached 

upon by neighbors. Land robbery upon unoccupied lands is always taking place 

in broad daylight in Palostine. 

Thus we have always to beo.r in mind that land purchase means finding 

not only the money for the land itself, but also money for occupation and devel~p­

ment. And you cannot occup✓ land by merely putting up a military post: that 
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iI:1prt!SS <:> S nei tber the Government nor the Arabs, and is demoralizing for our 

cm people. Occupying land means giving people the opportunity tn do real 

r.~rk on it, to dig a well, build a house, ~lant trees. While tilling and plant­

ing they r.ill also set up a military poet, naturally, but it is no use just 

sittinr. on an c:.1pty stretch of land with a rifle in your hand. And evon this 

last costs money. 

Thun we have to face the cost of continuing our im:nigr.'ltion . In the 

Jewish year just concluded, we h~d a total i:ru:iigrntion of some 35,000, r.hich 

is a vGry respectable figure even by comparison with our record figures. Rather 

more than half of it was 11 illegal 11
, rather loss than half "legal". At present 

immigration, both 11 legal 11 and 

A11 illegal" is continuing. Boats are arriving. You all !mow that after a 

grent many ups and downs (London has been very active, and finally successful 

in the negotiations)we have now got leave to take in a further 2900 refugees 

from Ge~many . It is a great achievement, but what a financial liability it 

means for us. We have to charter ships , pay travelling expenses, and take 

care of the immigrants on arrivnl, and to do all this much more directly and 

on a larger scale than we have done in the past. The problem of the Maapilim 

is now more acute than ever. We used to count on launching a Maapil into 

Palestinian life with a grant of roughly ~2, This included bl.250 for bedding, 

equipment , etc., and 650 mils for the first subscription to the Kupath Holim. 

But this is no longer possible in view of the lnbor situation. Special labor 

camps have to be set up at considerabl cost, or if the immigrants go to a 

Kibbutz, the Kibbutz has to be h~lpcd to truce care of them. 

You mey :1sk: Should we not stop 11 illcgal" immigration? The reply is 

two-fold: (a) We cannot stop it while Jews can still escape from Germany via 

neutral countries, and we cannot stop it because of the collapse of Polish 

Je~Ty which lus created a new r efugee problem of serious dimensions. Jews arc 

fleeing from Roumania, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania. In Roumania thct fl•• from 

concentration camps set up for refl.1€ees from Poland - at least thRt is our 
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flee from starvation. If the responsible agcnci s do not look after them, 

irresponsible agencies will step in~ but by hook or by crook these people ~ill 

try to get into the one country which can offer at leest a kind-hearted wolco~e. 

Besides many of these peo le have already relatives in Palestine. So tho 

thing will go on, ~hether ~e try to stop it or not. (b) Wo believe that it 

should go on; .,,..e ought not to try and stop it. If we want to come to America, 

to England, to South Africa, and ask for exceptional exertions on behalf of 

Palestine, we cannot do it only with the explanation that wo havu got to put 

our industries on a sound basis, we have got to help the orange-growers, to 

provide work for the unemployed, etc.,etc. When the terrible cry of Polish 

Jewry is going out into the Je.,,..ish world, these argu.rnents will not cut much 

ice with ordinary people. They may appeal to responsible Zionists - well 

educated Zionists - but not to the :nass of the Jows. Let us bcwo.ro cf getting 

into the pcsition where an appeal on behalf of Palestine would cocpete with 

that of Polish Jewry. The two must be linked up, and should be linked up, for 

there is no real solution for Polish refugees other than by taking them into 

Palestine. If we can show that Palestine, though suffering itself, is none 

the less taking in these refugees, and ce.n give them at any rate a lod€1ng 

and a crust, and a friendly reception, and can eventually provide for them 

a lastine home - then we have an appeal which can be made into something very 

powerful in Jewish life. 

So at least as far as th i!xecutive is coneernod, there co.n be no 

question of 11 trying to stop it11 • On the contrary. evory effort ho.s to be 

made to bring in as mll.ny people as possible. Mind you, we all thought that 

when war broke out it ~ould immediately involv0 Italy, end thereby the 

Moditerronean would be closed at once, so that tho~e would be no way of toking 

over peoplo from Europe to Pole at i.no. Happily from this point of view, -

perhaps happily oltogether - Italy has not become involved in the r.ar, and for 
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and Palestine thus remains available, and we can still bring over immigrants. 

For the time being the problem is to receive them on arrival, and we must 

be prepared for this. 

You may say this sounds like a vicious circle: in order to have money you 

must have immigration; in order to have immigration you must have money. But 

if you look at it more closely, you will see that we have alW8¥'S been in this 

vicious circle - if it is one. In order to get money you always had to have 

some concrete achievement - colonization for instance. But in order to have 

colonization, we had to have money. But I do not think that - whatever it may 

be logically - this is a "vicious circle" in practice. You naturally claim 

money on the basis of what can be done with it, while in order to do anything 

at all, you must have some money. These things arrange themselves in practice. 

As an illustration of our financial position: in the month of September 

last, we spent ~10,000 on direct relief grants, which helped to maintain a 

population of some 30,000 souls. We spent some L5000 on Maapilim, another 

~3500 on security (outside our budget for the supernumerary police); and all we 

received during that month wus ~24,000, of which ,13,000 came from South Africa, 

and ~11,000 from all other countries, including the U.S.A. We had thus to 

spend some ~19,000 on oxtraordinarl needs. Where wore our fwids for colonization 

for education, for the financing of works, for the upkeep of our institutions, 

for administration, for political work? 

It is quite clear to us in Palestine that on extra.ordinary effort must 

now be undertaken in America, and also in other countries the needs of Palestine 

must now be measured on an entirely different scale, and tho urgency of the 

need for assist!lllco cannot be overemphasized. Our frionds in Palestine are 

waiting anxiously to hear tho views of our friends hore as to the possibility 

of some exceptional and very speedy effort being made here in England. Even a 

smaller sum raisod quickly would achieve more than a larger sum later on, and 



- 13 -

would also have a great moral effect in encouraging those who have to bear the 

burden in Palestine. 

For more than ever before the Executive is now the Mecca of all needs 

and claims. Everything converges on them: Tel-Aviv Municipality, the Local 

Councils, all sorts of private end public enterprises and activities affected 

by the war - ever~rone appeals to us, to our Treasurer, Mr. Kaplan, who is at 

his wits1 end trying to cope with the situation. 

I have already indicated that there are hopes of progress in certain 

directions. Generally it is a question of adjustment to very severe restrictions, 

which the Yishuv, with its proven adaptability, may yet to a large extent 

achieve. Things may become better after a few months; they may, and of course 

they may not; it depends on the world situation. We are operating with a 

[ reat many unknown factors. But the main question now is that of immediate 

assistance. 

We have established a Central Economic Council, both in order to assist 

us in the working out of plans and devising of mcasur~s of relief, and also 

in order to create unity and co-ordination among the bodies and persons 

concerned, The Council consists of Mr. Kaplan, Dr. Ruppin and Mr. Schmorak 

for the Executive, Mr. Rutenberg, both as a peer in his own right and as head 

of the Vaad Loumi, Mr. Hoofien for the Anglo-Pal estine Bank, Mr. Julius Simon 

for the Pnl estine Economic Corpor~tion, Mr. Shenkar for the manufacturers, 

Mr. Smilansky for th farmers, Mr. Shkolnik for mixed farming, another repre­

sentative of the Histadruth, and one or two others. Wo have also set up a 

number of other special committe~s on various eubJ cts, o.g. banking , supplies, 

transport, etc. 

The election of Mr. Rutenberg as President of the Vaad Leumi is a 

developmant for which the Executive itself is very largely represonsibl~. It 

may have created problems of co-ordination between ourselves and tho Vaad Leumi, 

btcause it introduces a n~w driving force into that body. But these are 
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minor difficulties, and there can be no doubt that his election means an 

accession of strength. and is a step towards greater cohesion in the Yishuv. 

Another very gratifying development in this field of internal relations 

is the desire expressed by the A.gudah to join the Jewish Agency and even the 

Knesseth Israel. They came to Mr. Ben Gurion with an offer of complete 

cooperation; not what we had hitherto had - some sort of coordination of 

effort ~1th occasional meetings for discussion - but a complete fusion with 

the Agency and eventually with the Knesseth Israel. They made this offer 

tentatively, subject to the approval of the World Agudah authorities. They 

first wanted to get our reaction, and only if that reaction was f avorable 

would they approach their world authorities and ask their approval. We had 

some discussion ov&r it, because it is not withGut its problems, but quite 

naturally there was a unanimous decision on the part of the Executive to 

w~lcome this approach of the Agudah; we decided to put forward only one 

condition: complete and unreserved allegiance to the Zionist funds, and 

aetive help. We are going to make this the acid test of the earnestness 

of their intentions. Tho matter is now between them and their r.orld authoritic~, 

and we are awaiting their definite reply. They got a completely favorable 

rcaetion from us, subj <lct to this one condition. 

All those efforts towards groat~r cohesion and unity hav e not failed 

to impress the Government, and generally to str~ngthen our position vis a vis 

the Govcrnmont. But Jewish internal relations are not, of course , what is 

mainly worrying us in our rolatio11s with the Administration. First of all 

in this field, comes the question of the measur~ of Gov ernment assistance 

which we may expect in the economic tasks which we have now to undertake, 

owing to tho war situation. I have already told you how ~ G farod with the 

Gov 0rnment in regard to th~ ban.ks: actual assistance - nil: merely somo 

r ~strictive action, necoss!l.I'y enough, but obviously only a make-shift 

expedient. With regard to supplies, the Gov ernment, fairly early in th day, 

set up a Committ ee , to which we ~ere invited to sund repr ~sentativcs. We 
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cooperated very actively, though it was at a time when the battle over the 

White Paper was in full s~ing. But we decided that our non-co-operation was 

strictly ad hoc - confined to the matters forming the subject of the White 

Paper - so we co-operated. The Committee worked out some goCli.proposals on 

the important problem of securing supplies of foodstuffs in time of war. There 

wer two alternatives which they might have recommended to the Government: 

either that the Government should itself undertake the purchase of suppli s -

as is being done in England - and thus control tho market, or alternatively, 

the more modest method of r~commending the Government to provide some amount of 

guarantee against losses for the banks, so that thy might be able to lend 

money in spite of the war risks involved to private buyers, against a. guarantee 

that they would not exploit the market. The Committet was presided over by an 

official who is the 11High Tory11 of the Palestine Administration, not only from 

the point of vie,; of his attitude towards ourselves, but also as regards his 

general mental make-up. Nevertheless, it unanimously adopted the latter 

pro.}:)(mal. But even this more modest proposal was turned down by the Treasuryt 

they have no money and they can1 t do it. The Pnlcstine Government is making 

feeble, ineffectual, and sometimes definitely harmful, attempts to control 

prices. I s93 sometimes harmful, because they have, for instance , put a 

complete embargo on the sale of things which the military do not require. For 

instance , timber: you re~ember that tragic collision between a train and a bus; 

the victios had to be buried 1n Tel-Aviv, and although coffins are not normally 

used in Pal estine, in this case th~y v;cr necessary~ Well, in order to get the 

few planks required, people had to run round from office to office for hours on 

end. On certain co.:n:nodities quite unduly high prices were imposed, making the 

rate of profit exorbitant. These and similar restrictions were imposed by the 

officials acting without any consultation with th~ public. They a.re minor 

matters. and no doubt capable of adjustment. The main thing is that the Govern­

ment insists on remaining negative so far as the direct organization of supplies 
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is conc~rned: thu burden therefore falls largely on us, and it is again a problem 

of credit. 

As regards the probl m itself: objectively no insuperable difficulty 

exists in getting an ndequate supply of foodstuffs for Pe.lestine. Plenty of wheat 

and other staple foods grow in the neighboring countries. There is a temporary 

embargo, but this is bound to be removed before long, because the countries 

concerned will have to resume their exports. There are also plentiful supplies 

of sugar in Egypt. There is a problem of the pctato supply, but it can be dealt 

with by planting more in Palestine. But the need for a central buying agencyJ 

able to control the market. and to sell at reduced prices to the needy, is 

paramount . 

In Pal stine you have all the marks of a primitive society - hoarding, 

~ornering, withholding of supplies •. There is a tory - wcll-advcrtized by the 

ralcstine Broadc~sting Company - of a certain lady ~ho ' ecidod to 13.Y in~ 

stock of petrol. She had so much that nt last the only place she had to keep 

it in was the bath .. Roaring th~ cry of the v ndor in the street, she ran do~n 

to fill just ono more can. While she was gone, her young son took the plug out 

of the bath, and the store disappeared\ (Spiteful people say that it w3s the 

neighbors who took advantage of her tempora,.yabsence\) But for the time being, 

petrol 1s a formidable problem; shortly it will not be o. probl~m at all, because 

the refineries havo changed their plans as a result of tho war, and instead of 

building a big plant ( which might take three years or so) have concentrat0d on 

a small unit with which they are pushing ahead as quickly as possible, and which 

will be abla in a fc~ months to supply Palestine's requirements in refined petrol. 

Then, unless the Arabs blow up the pipe line somewhere, there will be no petrol 

problem at all. 

To continue with the questions outstanding between ourselves and the 

Government. The Government has also set up a Committee on the local production 

of foodstuffs, and on this, too, we ~ero invited to conperete, and managed to 
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get our proposals ad.opted by the Committee. They included facilities for in-

creased irrigation, the provision of seeds, compulsory powers to make agricultur­

ists grow the things required. If the Government is for any reason reluctant 

to do all this for the whole country, they should at least delegata powers to us 

so far as the Jews are concerned. At present the only thing on which action has 

been taken is that the Gov ~rnment is trying to obtain potato seeds for local dis­

tribution. on~ major , oint in our discussions with the Government is the 

probl em of the orange trade, as r gards both its general condition, and tho 

facilities to be provided for shipping this yee:r· s crop. There is also the 

probl~m of working up by the by-products of the oranges, which it will be 

i mpossible to ship. There are some very hopeful experiments in this regard, 

but means are required for exploitation on a commercial scale , and here again 

t :10 Government was asked to help. But both the High Commissioner and the 

Tr easurer say that financial assistance is out of the question. All they ar e 

pr epared to do is to help with tho shipPing of the crop , on condition that 

Jewish and Arab growers should get together and form a joint body with which 

the Government could deal. 

I r.ould like to mention that this is not n purely economic move on the 

part of the Government; it is also political. The High Commissioner's idea is 

that the White Paper remains the policy for Palestine, and that his business 

is to create as many points of contact as possible between Jew and Arab, not 

ostensibly on the basis of tho White Paper, but actually so. When the time 

comes to resume the working of the White Paper and go full st eam ahead with 

that policy, he hopes th~t a situation will hava been created that will ennbl 

him quietly t o brush a s ide the Jowish Agency, Vaad Leumi, etc., and roly upon a 

whole structure of co- operation between Jews and Arabs, beneath which he will be 

able t o shove, as e basis, the White Paper policy itself. 

Nevertheless, the line we t ook when the orange-growers consulted us on 

the subj ect before my departure was that they should judge the propcsition purely 
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on its economic merits; if it were advantageous economically, they should go into 

it in spite of political apprehensions; if it were not adv8lltageous economically, 

they should stay out, and not consider themselves bound to make sacrifices in 

the interests of Arab-Jewish cooperation. 

When I suggest that the scheme might be economically disadvantageous, 

I mean that, had the Government said they were prepared to help with loans or 

grants for certain purposes, then Jewish-Arab cooperation would certainly 

have been worth while. But they are not doing anything of the sort, but merely 

making vague promises about assisting with the shipping of the crop. lt was 

quite possible that the Jews might be able to organize their shipping arrangements 

without Governmomtal assistance, if they remained alon~, and had not to carry 

the Arabs on their shoulders. Their market is well organized, th~y hnve good 

commercial contacts, and they might well get better returns for themselves than 

they would together with the Arabs. Another point is that the Jews have managed 

to accumulate a considerable stock of wood for orange boxes and packing 

material - enough for eight million boxes. The Arabs have nothing at all: the 

Government has nothing. If resources are pooled, it means robbing Peter to 

pay Paul. In a crisis like the present, when the Jews have quite exceptional 

burdens tQ carry, one could not afford to be too altruistic. I a.m drawing no 

conclusions, but merely indicating certain considerations which must be present 

to the minds of the orange-growers. In principlo, of course, there ia everything 

to be said for Jewish-Arab cooperation, provided it is not exploited in the 

intorosts of the White Paper policy. 

We had hoped that at least the things on which tho Govern.rnent had definite­

ly decided before the War would b carried out - a.g. the Tel-Aviv Loan of 

~600,000, the Haifa Municipnl Loon, and the appropriation of •250,000 for the 

Huloh Concession. But our latest information is that the Government intends 

to take all these things back. Tho explanation given is that these moneys were 

to como from the Imperial Exchequer, and not from tho Palestine Government; the 
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Imperial Exchequer, however, has now no money for anything but the prosecution of 

the War. I will not g0 into too much detail: the Tel-Aviv Lean is a L0an and 

not a grant; the Haifa grant is not at all intended to be paid at once - the money 

would have to be paid over the next six or seven years. I believe that even the 

High Commissioner is putting up some resistance to the idea of going back on these 

promises. But when we questioned him about it, he told us to prepare for dis­

apPointment. 

All these things form part of the agenda which will have to be discussed 

with the Departments here. But there may be also other matters of a serious 

political character. 

I have already said that for the Palestine Government - very naturally -

the White Paper remains the unalterable basis of policy. But it is one thing 

to accept the White Paper as a basis; it is quite a different thing to use it 

as an active instrument of policy, Though it remains the gasis, as an active 

instrument it mey be temporarily in abeyance, in view of the war situation. 

When the War broke out I Mr. Ben,-Gurion and Mr. Kaplan had managed to 

get back to Jerusalem the night before. (I had stayed in Egypt to see the 

Commander-in-Chief). Other members of the Executive were yet on their way 

back to Palestine. The Executivd was thus in a position to act at once. They 

came out at once with a statement, which coincided with Dr. Weizmann's letter 

(about which we only got to know a few days later). We proclaimed our solidarity 

with Great Britain, making no conditions, and asking for nothing in return. 

We did refer to the White Paper controgersy, just as the Prime Minister had 

referred to the fact that there were differences between the Government and 

the Agency. We had no illusions about the Government taking the White Paper 

back under stress of War, nor about their altering one jot of their immigration 

policy, because these were accomplished facts which it would be too difficult 

for them to change; but what we assumed, and certain hints throy;n out by 

Government officials justified this assumption, was that thoa~ parts of the 
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White Paper which had not yet been implemented would not be implemented at a 

time like the present. After all, these were by no means things of the utmost 

importance for Great Britain in the War. There was no visible pressure on the 

part of the Arabs, and it was natural to expect that the Arabs would fully 

realize that H.M. Government had their hands full now with more serious pre­

occupations, and would be unable to spare attention for land la1t.·s in Palestine, 

or the appoihtmcnt of X Effendi as Head of some Department. We thought, 

therefore, that we would be able to co-operate militarily with the Government 

more ~r less as if there wore no White Paper. 

But I am deeply distressed to hav to report that this assumption is 

apparently not proving correct in one fundamental respect. It is proving 

correct with regard to the constitutional part of the White Paper~ about this 

we have a clear statement from the High Commissioner that nothing is now 

further from his thought than tn.cklirg this businoss of admitting Arabs to the 

counsels of the Government. This is a time when British control in Polestine 

has got to be strengthened and tightened up, and constitutional reforms can wait. 

But things do not appear to be going the same wa;y with regard to the land 

law, and this is one of our chief worries at the moment. It appears that the 

High Commissioner ~~uld not be averse - to put it no higher - to going through 

now with tho new land legislation, and tho matter is now under discussion 

between him and the Coloni3l Office here, which would seem to imply that 

neither party is averse. l~w if this went through it would be a major disaster, 

not only on its merits, but also from the point of view of Anglo-Jewish 

relations in Palestine in spite of the Wa.r. Imagine the effect on Jewish fe eling 

in Palestine and abroad if this measure gees through. We have t o take bvery 

possible preventive ~ction, so as not to let things co~e t o such a pass. It is 

quite clear that v.-are the measure t o go through, we w<>uld have t o oppose it with 

all our ~ight, as if there was no War. But we ~ust warn tho Government that 

they would bo simply asking f or trouble. 

There is another complication which we have to face at present - this 
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time a military one. You know that the general attitude of the military chiefs, 

at all events in the Middle East and Jerusalem. is that, for the time being, they 

do not want Jewish military units. There is the political difficulty~ and also 

the fact that there is no real necessity for them as yet in Palestine; Palestine 

is not affected by the ffnr. But they seem to be r ather anxious to get some 

help from us by way of r cruiting men for certain auxiliary services - Royal 

Engine -rs . Royal Army Service Corps, etc., und wo a.re naturally willing to 

suppl? good men to be trained in Pal\Jst inc or Egypt. and to serve in both 

countries and possibly cls~wher e . The proposals made bristled ~ith difficulties 

as rugards pay, conditions of service, etc., but none of them insGluble. ~uite 

suddenly, honever, a further, and a very serious, problGm exose. All along 

it hnd been assumed ou both sides that thes would be Jewish units~ they need not 

be called Jewish units, but they would be units consisting entirely of Jews, 

except in so far as n few J ews might be used to bring English units up to 

strength. Suddenly it ~as made clear to us that the decision ~as to make the 

units mixed Arab and Jewish~ We had known th~t the Government also meant to 

enroll some Arabs, and naturally r aised no objdction, but ~e h~d taken it for 

granted th~t the companies would be separate. But the High Commissioner has 

now decided that the units are to be mixed ones. It seems to be quite clear 

to some of the responsible military officers in Palestine that purely military 

interests are being subordinated in this case to political interests bound up 

~ith t he White Paper- We have decided to moke a stand on this point, and 

to r efuse to supply the men. We do this, first on the ground of principle. 

We offered our help, not as oasu~l inhabitru1ts of Palestine, but as the Jewish 

people, for the formation of Jewish units. To serve in mixed 'Wlits means, for 

the Palestine Jews, to be treated not as Jews but merely as Palestinians, 

the wa;y Jews in France are treated as Frenchmen and Jews in Poland as Poles. It 

means forcing the Jewish National Home into the position of any diaspora com­

munity. There are also prncticnl grounds which tell definitely against tho 

proposal: to form a Jewish-Arab wiit now, in the present state of r elations , 
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is to ask fore dless trouble, mutual s~botoge, ::.nd recr1min~tion. There would 

be no possibility for us to maint~in a proper spirit and national discipline 

among our m~n if tbey hau to be ~ixcd with Arabs. The decision of the Jcrusal~m 

Executive is to make no concession on this point. Let them see how they fare 

with their purely Arab units. This again is a question for discussion in London . 

But we are not at all downhearted over the fact that our military assistance 

is as yet required only on a very small scale or not at all. The Har is still 

only beginning. - it may ~ea long struggle !llld a situation may y~t arise in 

which our help will be indispensnble and therefore our v"'.lue as allies fully 

:1.cknov:ledged. We havt: m1de it our business to be re:idy for such nn eventuality . 

The National Registration which~ have just carried through - it was Mr. 

B~n-Gurion 1 s initiative and it had ull his driving Power behind it - was a 

gren.t political a.ct of n!Etionu.l i:nportruice. y;hich made a profound impr1.:ssion. 

The Yishuv resPonded magnificently. The m~aning of the Registration was not 

only to ensure that Jer.s are r~ady to assist the British ~hen o::lll~d upon. It 

r.as primarily a stock-trucing on the part of the Yishuv of its o~~ resources. It 

v.-as a v~ry thorough affo.ir. The material is nov. being sifted and classifi0 

so that w shall know exactly v.·hat m~n and of what qualif icat ione we have at 

our dispos~l in an emergency. The idea is that some permanent framework should 

emerge from this Registration - a kind of rs rv~ formation. The men are to 

receiv~ r•gular training - light, or more intensive according to th1.:ir ag~ Wld 

aptitudes. In short, it is to for~ th~ basis of a mass organiz~tion of the 

Yishuv to cope ~ith any om rgcncy . 

I have not touched - perhaps I should have touched - on the Ara proble~. 

and the posei ility of Arnb-Je~ish contacts at the present time. It is a very 

difficult and delicate question and h!lrd to generalize about, Do not believe 

that there is no security proble:n for us in Palestine now; it is true that 

Ara terrorism has been considerably w~akcncd, and that no suction of the populaticn 

nor. has its heart in the disturbances. But th~r still rtmain so~e definite 
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centr~s of turbul~nc~; wu hav e had losses ev n in the last month, and we have 

had to increase our vigilance in certain eas - with good results, but at 

some cost. 

The paramount fact here is that the Mufti has not called the thing off . 

He came out the other day with a declaration that he would do nothing to 

embarrass France. The omission is significant. And t er e hav e l at ely been 

casu lties runong British troops and civili!llls. So it is clearly not true 

that the disturbances are ov r. Terrorism is declining , but so f the War 

has not stopued it. Nor cn.n the British so:y that tho Arnb popula tion is now 

solidly behind them; it is not. The Administrntion admits that a great many 

Arabs still 11 sit on the f enco. 11 The Governments of th n0ighboring countries 

were very sev rely criticiZ 1,y the Mufti and his circle i>r coming out v;i th 

declnrntions of support of Gre1Jt Britain before moking sure whnt tht.! Arabs 

would gat out of this War, o.nd without w~iting to see whether Italy was coming 

i n or not, and whnt course the Wn.r would talco. Of course, the Mufti is not 

i n a position to reprim!Uld the other Governments, but he ond his fri ends have 

msde their personal views vary cloar in priv~t c conversations, and the British 

Government is well aware of it. It is also aware of the fuct that this attitude 

is shared by certain Arabs in Pal estin. And even in the neighboring countries 

things a.r~ not of the best. According to one source, so~e pr essurv was 

brought to beo.r on Egypt to follow up her suv~rancc of r ~lations with Germany 

with an actu~l declaration of war. Th is suggestion wus turned do~~ y the 

Egyptin.n Governm nt. According to an.0th r sourc~, a controv ~rsy aros~ as to 

whot would hnppen in the uvent of Italy coming in, nft or all, on the ~Tong sido, 

without, how:ver, declaring war on ]lgypt? Would the British t h n b within 

their rights in attacking Libya from the :Egyptian side. The Egyptian Gov er ~cnt 

~as inclin d to the view that they ~ould not. The question also 1s etat ed to 

have m1.dc bad blood between British and !1gypt ians. :But all this need net work 

out necessarily in our favor; it may even be used as a further argumunt for 
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going ahead with the White Paper in order to "appease" the Arabs. Still, it is 

important to know. 

Now, as regards political contacts ~ith the Arabs. The Arab body politic 

in Palestine is in a state of complete disorientation, and there is hardly anyon~ 

with whom one can talk seriously. The Mufti group is out of the question. The 

Nashashibis h~ve no intrinsic value - they are ready to be moulded by the Govern­

ment . An/how, th0y stand by the White Paper, which makes political cooperation 

v.-ith them impossible. :But there arc many people, in tov.n, and country, equally 

disgruntled with the Gov ~rnmcnt, the N.u:'ti and the Nashashibis, v.-ho come to us 

with their complaints and offers of coopornt ion. :Before the Vi3l"' broke out, we 

threw out feelers in all sorts of directions in Pall..,stine ruid the neighboring 

countries (Syria and Lebanon), and some contacts seemed hopeful , though it wns 

by no means clear ~hether they would lead to any concrete results. The people 

we were in touch with in Syria arl.., all II ex11 -something or other - France having 

scrapp d all her constitutional arrangements in Syri~ and the Lebanon, disbanded 

Ch~~bers and Councils, and instituted direct French rule thinly camouflaged by 

11 locn.l Government 11 • Even Edde has been sent hom to rest till the War is over. 

I talked to two 0x-pr cmiers , and to some other people, and there were 

also conversations in Palestine in regard to the question of a 11 fcdcral solution" 

v:hich v;e all have in mind. We got all sorts of rcsponst.s - positive, negative, 

a.nd indifferent. :But now the position is morB difficult. If wu have not to 

declare our 11 War Aims"· !ls a start ,,.e hav-e to mate a higher bid. We are facing 

a revolutionary situation. The Ar~bs are certainly going to make the highest bid 

imaginable. We have our chances, and we should not sell them cheaply , however 

uncertain r.o are of getting ~hat we ~ant. To come to the Arnbs with our highest 

bid m~ans that we dispose from the outset of any c. nnce of negotiations ..-ith 

them. We are none the less pursuing our contacts in Palesti e , nnd trying to ex~ 

plore the ground also in Syria, for a pe!l.ce progra:nme between Je~s and Arabs, but 

v.c shall have to proceed very cautiously. 
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I propose to conclude with a brief analysis of the general prospects, as 

we in Jerusalem see them. I have to some extent forestalled it by saying that 

politically we must make a high bin, but all the same we must try to remain alive 

to the possibl dire necessity of having to defend what r.e alr eady hav~ - that is 

to sey the end of the War may find us on the deYensive . For we cannot close 

our ~yes to certain d~vclopments which are anything but conducive to optimism. 

We 0lievc that the: Vlo.r will end in the defeat of Hitlerism. But as to what th:-.t 

will exa.ctly mean , for the Jev,s, we are not quite sure. But even assuming that 

jt Y.ill mean the defeat of violent anti-semitism, this will not in itself bring 

about victory, or even success, for Zionism. Historically speeking, ther e 

is no divergence b€tween the interests of the Jewish peopl e and the inter ests of 

Zionism, but for certain periods of history, and in regn.rd to certain aspects, 

t"hcse things mey diverge. At one meeting (not of the Executiv e:) v:hich I r 'C ntly 

at ended in Pal~stine , one of my younger friends said he thoUf,ht it should be 

clP.arly realized that ~hat is at st~L in this War r ally is the future of thd 

i7ev.-ish peopl ~; that the inner historical meaning of this Viar lies in the fact 

that it is a ~ar to r~h~bilitate the Jews - to restor~ to the Jewish peopl~ 

the rights wrested from them. In antiquity there was once a war betwel;!n Persia 

and E~bylon - no doubt a wo.r for good reasons of Persian smd Eabylonian Imperi~l 

pol icy. But ~-;hat does the world remember todl)J' of the reasons v:hich brought 

Cyrus into conflict with Babylon? Only that, as a result of the ~ar, the Jev:s 

wcr allov.-ed. to go back to Palestine. It may well be, he said, that tht: world 

~ill forget the clashes of interest b~tween France and Eritain on t h~ one hand , 

and G~rman.y on the other, which led to the present ·10.r: and r~me:n er only that 

as a result the Je~s cam into their own again as a r~sp ~ct~d people. 

Well, even assuming this to be so , it does not follow that t. c result 

of the War will be a victory for Zionism. ie shall hav to fac~ both internal 

and cxter al changes of a grave nature. One grave intern~l problem ~hich awaits 

us is th~t there is bound to be something in the nature of a backwash, physicnl 
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and mental - physical from Palestine to Germany, mental from Zionism back to all 

sorts of Galuth doctrines. There will be people who will lose no time in saying 

that the Zionist thesis - that their diagnosis of the problem has been proved 

right - is mistaken, and that the Hitler terror has been only a bri ef and painful 

interlude in ~orld history. 

Externally , we shall have to fRcc even more serious dev elopment. We do not 

knov; what will y~t come, but what has come already is the compl ..::t e submergence 

of Polish Jewry - half of it in a German concentration crunp and the oth ·r half 

in a Soviet prison - not a physical prison for the individUll.l Jew, but a spiritual 

prison for tho whole Jewish community. Tens of hundreds of thousands of J ews 

fl ee ing from the German ar~ies have bcun happy to find th msclvcs on Soviet 

territory - but the passing of over a million and a half Jews to Soviet rule 

means a complete imprisonment of the ir J ewish spirit. Just as aft er the last 

v:a.r we lost Russian Jet;ry, so now, unl •ss there be a. definit e cho.nge of h e;art 

on the pa.rt of Russia, which is v ery difficult to expect, v;e will hav to writ e 

off :mother million and a half Jer.a from Pol rnd. And t h~ muss of these a.r e 

Zionist J ov;s - ther.ev:ere between 40 and 50 Hochaluz ca..'Tlps in t he part of Poland 

nor: occupied by Russis.; the Zionist C1.,;ntra.l Council of Pol 'Uld now n.pn~ s to be 

i n Bialystok. The whole of this Jc~Ty is a n~tt loss in our national balance­

sheet. 

What was the part pla.y~d by Polish J u~TY in Zionism? It w~s not only 

tho main reservoir of Zionist energy, the chief recruiting ground of Halutz 

Aliyah, and for a long period the main source of c~pital for Palastine. Above 

all. it wa s th3.t piect.. of solid r enlity in Jev.ish life ,:hich exerted the great­

est pressure on the ~orld for th~ r ealizction of Zionism. The plight of Polish 

Jewry, th .J fact that it was adjudged as 11 supt.:rfluous 11 in its ovm country, 

that its younger gcnerntion was considered doomed, was n standing claim on the 

world to let the Jews go b~ck to Palestine. No~, at least to the extent of one 

million and n half or so, that pressure ,;il l disappear. The Polish Jews will be 

behind tht~ Chines Wall of the Soviet Union; their existenc0 will no longer 
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translate itself into a pressure effective on the civilized world. 

As to what will be the fate of the other half of Polish Jewry, worse yet 

may befall them. The end of the War may find that section of our people crushed 

into dust, possibly massacred en masse, but certainly ruined socially and 

economically - quite possibly an acute refugee problem, a liability and not an 

asset for the upbuilding of Palestine. 

On the other hand, so far all that is happening is in the direction of 

a reversal of the Versailles settlement - e.g. the Russian invasion of Polnnd, 

the drnwing of the Baltic St~t&s within the Russinn sphere of influence, and 

oth•r things. The Jewish National Home is a pa.rt of the Versailles eettl cnt, 

and it is quite possible that we also shall have to pay the price. ]ut w 

have already pe.id, in a scnse, in the form of the White Paper. This is a policy 

~hich perhaps owed something, indirectly, to the Hitler menace, and the lifting 

of that incubus may possibly ease matters for tho British Government, and so far 

as that menace played its part in bringing the Government to its present policy, 

its disappearance mey make things better. Perhaps, and perhaps not. For the 

policy also came into existence for entirely different reasons - there was 

nl1Gays the question of Anglo-Arab relations. We do not kno~ in what position, 

after the War, Great Brit~in mny find herself vis a vis the Arnb peoples. It 

may ~ell be that she ~ill consider herself heavily indebted to them, In any case, 

she may well find that there is nothing in the results of the War to justify 

a retreat from the White Paper and a reversion to the Balfour Declaration. 

We should certainly make every possible political offensiv~. exert every 

possiblo effort to take advnnt8€C of the r.ar situation in order to put Zionism 

13€ain on the map as the solution of the Je~ish problem~ to m!lka use of the masses 

of refugees. of the ver • destruction of Polish J~wry, in order to press the 

Zionist solution. But engaged in the political offensive, ~e must never forget 

that we may have to face a very hard d~fensiv struggle. 
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From the point of view of that struggle it is of absolutely vital 

importance to us tho.t we should not only preserve intact our positions in 

Palestine, but that we should make the greatest possible practical headway 

there during the War. Not a single opportunity can be neglected in this 

direction. Immigration and land acquisition and settlement, and the strengthen­

ing of our defence, must go on, together with o.11 the urgent tasks of 

economic consolidqtion. I do not think our position c!ln in any circumst'.lllces 

become hopeless, just because we h ve the Yishuv, and also ecause ,..e have 

American Jev.Ty; v:e can count definitely on these two assets. But we h:i.ve to 

do everything possible to strenethen the Yishuv, and to 11 Zionise" American 

J ewry. Even if v:e succeed in this, ,:a sh<t.11 still miss that unique pillar 

of strength, Polish J ,..,.wry - o. mass of Je'l\·s to. ,..horn Palestine appeared n 

solution to the whole problem of their existenc. The import3llcu of our 

concret e positions in Palestine th refor increo.s \.•s t enfold, o.nd calls for 

corresponding fforts on our part. Let us by all m~ans hope and strive for 

the best, but 1 t us be prepared for the ~orst. And to be prcpar d means 

to act, and without delay. 
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~-------------------------~~-~-----------------------------------------------
NOTE OF ll-TT!ll\VIEW \IJIT:-{ lam. lULCOLM JUCDON.\LD, QOLONIAL OFFICE, FRIDAY, 

OCTcmER 20th, 1939, at 3:15 P.M, 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Present: Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, 
Mr. S.E.V. Luke, 
Mr . M. Shertok 

---------------------~-----------
I had asked to see the Secretary of State on an urgent matter this morning 
with the intention of taking up with him the case of the 45 young men who 
were found doing exercises aanewhere in the Beisan Plain wi\h illegal arms, 
and who were about to be tried by the Military Court in Acre on October 25th. 
The Private Secretary thought that it would be absolutely impossible for me 
to see the Secretary of State today or tomorrow since his time was fully taken 
up, and as I insisted that the matter ms an urgent one, he suggested that I 
might have a talk with Mr. Luke about it, and he would transmit ffl'3 observa­
tions to the Secretary of State, so that there should be no loss of time. 

kcordingly, I •ent to see Mr. Luke, and put the facts of the case briefly 
before him. I said that according to my information, the 45 boys had 21 
rifles between them. It was certainly a punishable offence of a serious charac­
ter to carry about military rifles illegally. The boys had gone out to get some 
training in field exercises. They had no doubt thought that they might be 
called upon to perform certain duties by way of assistance to the British troops, 
and were anxious to get ready for the j~b. I had, of course, ne excuse to •f­
fer for their illegal action, and to put it quite plainly I thought it extremely 
foolish of the boys to take the course they did. Nevertheless, in present eil'­
cumstances, and in view of the war situation, I hoped that the Secretary of 
State, ongiving the matter full consideration, would find it possible to pass 
on a hint that the soft pedal should be applied in this case. I was not so 
much worried about the individual fates of the boys concerned, though long-te:nn 
imprisonment (which I presumed muld be the punishment normally imposed) was by 
no means a rosy prospect for youngmen to comtemplate. But what I was worried 
about was the general effect, on Jews and non-Jews alike, of the news being 
spread abroad that at a time like this these 45 young Je~s had had to be dealt 
with in this manner for the poseession of illegal arms. I had in mind the ef­
fect on Jam.sh feeling in Palestine, the effect on Jews abroad, and the effect 
upon the military themselves. whose present confidence 1n the Je~ish population 
it would seriously undermine. I fully realised the delicacy of the matter, 
and would quite understand if the Secretary of State should find, on considera­
tion, that he could not interTene. But I hoped he would take the contrary view. 
If he felt he could do anything, there waa first the question whether the trial 
could not be averted. Secondly, there ~a the question of the punishment to 
be imposed - though I did not kn0\7 whether it Ms possible to interfere with 
the Court's decision - and thirdly there ~as the question ~hether aeything, and 
what, might be done to mitigate the punishment if it were too severe. It was 
not for me to suggest the exact course which the Secretary of State's action 
might take, but the obVious o~ureea were either through the High Comnissioner 
to the ~.O.C,, or through the War Office to the G,O,C. 

Mr. Luke noted down the facts and said that it was not for him to of fer any 
comment. He said he realised the importance and urgency of the mat 4 er, and 
would seize the earliest opportunity of communicating my representations to 
the Secretary of State. 

By the time I get back to the office I found a telephone message asking me to 
come and see the Secretary of State, in connection with the matter I had die-
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cussed m.th Mr. Luke. at 3il5 this afternoon. 

Mr, MacDonald opened by saying that:he had heard from Mr. Luke (who as present. 
taking notes) •bat I had to say "about that band. 11 

I was rather taken aback on hearing the nord11trand", and said 1'l3and? Say a 
group, or even a squad, if you like 11 • Mr. MacD0 nald smiled, and said: 11~u1 
right, let it be 'squad'"• He menti8ned that the yo men had llad some 20 :rJ. 
rifles and 5 bombs, and several hundred rounds of ammunition, The fact that 
the group had had bombs in its possession was news to me and I said so, Tho 
Secretary of State said that he wanted to understand exactly what I had meant 
to suggest, Was it my intention to ask that the Jews should be treated more 
leninetly than the ~rs,bs would have been if caught in similar circumstances? 
0bnously, this uould have been extremely difficult. Moreover, it would have 
been unjust, There co~ld not be one law for the Jew and another for the ~rab, 
Or perhaps I uas suggestirg that there should be leniency all round, for both 
Jaus and ~rabs? This again would be wrong, Of course the Government had to 
some extent relaexed the harsh measures formerly adopted; they had been releas­
ing some of the ~rabs, and uere generally tr;ing to be more lenient, But if 
banditry ~ent on it had to be suppressed m.th all necessary force. Was it 
then this that I was suggesting? WhaibNba~, heard my request from Mr. Luke 
he had found himself on the horns of a dilemma, He thought I had probably faced 
that dilermna myself, and he wanted to lolow how I had solved it. He did not 
think I had solved it by insisting on preferential treatment for the Jens. 
But may be I had solved it by sittirg on the other 1orn of the dilemma, that 
is to say pleading for leniency for both parties? If that was the case he 
'70uld like to knovr, 

I said that whatever I had meant to suggest it ~as certainly not that there 
should be any relaxation in the measures designed to combat bandit'7, This 
did not mean that I shared the S8cretary ~f State's vieu with regard to the ether 
hlrn of the dilemma. I certainly as~ed that this particular group of Jews should 
be treated differently from a group of ~ra,bs caught in apparently similar circum­
stances, - not just because these VTere Jes ~d lbe. otners Arabs, but because the 
intentions of the tuo groups must clearly be assumed to ruive been quite different. 
Such a course might uell be difficult, if the Secretary of State thought that 
this ~ould have to be explained to the ~rabs, but it would certainly not be unjust 
On the contrary, justice demanded it, The reason uhy I :1ad earlier been shocked 
by the Secretary of State 11 use of the uord 11band 11 applied to these young men was 
that in the usual parlance of Palestine, 11band 11 meant a group of people bent upon 
some mischief, I denied that the present group was bent upon any mischief at 
all. They had gone out to get some training in field exercise. Mr. MacDonald 
interjected that they bad had bembs. I replied that the bombs might have been 
hand-grenades, and that there was such a thing as an exe~cise in hand-grenade 
throm.ng. ~\nyhou, it uas absurd to suggest that the intention of this group 
had been to attack an Arab village, or blou up a railway bridge, or w~lay a 
military convoy. It was criminal foll7 on their pa.rt ~o have gone out to train 
in the open uith illegal arms; but they uere not criminals, They obviously 
wanted to get better training for self-defence ~it. the weapons ?hich they had,~~ 
to ue for such purposes, They might also have thought that their services 
might soon be required by the mill tary, and they vranted to be prepared, One 
had to place this incident against the general background of Jeuish behavio\U', 
'\11th regard to which terrorism,,as the exception and not the rule, ~hereaao~nth 
the ~rabs it was exactly the reverse. Of course, had it been the case that Jewish 
terrorism had developed to such an extent as to drive lar,-abiding lrabs to arm 
themselves for self-defence, and get graining for that purpose, there might be an 
equal presumption of self-defenc~ .....•.... 
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defence in favour of an A.rab group. Ae things stood, that presumption co d 
exist only so far as Jews wsre concerned. I added that I knew the area in ques­
tion very nell. I had done my share in bringing about the establishment of those 
settlements, and had taken part in the selection of the aettlere. I knew the 
leading men in every single settlement in the Beiean Valley, and it so happened, 
that I kmw the particular young man who had been in charge of the group caught 
~1th illegal anns. He nas a very fine fellow, coming of an excellent fa.~ily . 
The :,hole area was completely free from and immune against, the microbe of re-
taliation. 

I mentioned that Tihen the Military C0urts bad been set up I had gone to see 
General Wavell about them,and General Uavell had informed me, without any prompt­
ing on my part, that an instruction would be issued to all Co , ts to enquire not 
only into the visible circumstances of the case, but also into the possible in­
tentions of the individual or individuals apprehended with illegal weapons , -
as to Tihether one could presume that the weapons ,1ere intended for self-defence ,, 
or for some sinister purpose. 

Mr. MacDonald asked nhether all I •as urging nas that the factor of intent should 
be taken into account? Surely the Court itself ould do that. 

I explained that vrhat I had just said had been meant to counter tr. ·il8.cDonald1 s 
argument that Jeus and ~rabs should be treated, a~ regards the possession of 
illegal arms, on a footing of complete equality. I had urged differentiation 
by reference to the factor of intent. but I also uanted to urge certain con­
sideration arising from the present uar situation - the effect ;ihich a case 
like this uas bound to have en Je~ish feeling in Palestine, on Jeuish feeling 
abroad. and on other quarters. I had particularly in mind the attitude of the 
military. Happily the military chiefs had full confidence in the Palestine Jens . 
They kne• ... where the Je;1s of Palestine stood in the present conflict, and that 
they uere anxious to assist. Unfortunately, political considerations appeared 
to militate against full or any use bei made of Je71ieh military assistance. 
But at least there uere no doubts of Jeuish loyalty and readiness to help in the ,. 
military mind, What I ;1as extremely anxious to prevent was the creation of an 
absolutely urong impression with regard to the Jens of Palestine by the report 
uhich might spread abroad that. at a time like this, so many Jews should have 
to be convicted of ,1hat looked like the crime of banditry. 

Mr. MacDonald said that this case uas novr before the Courts, and it ,;1as impos­
sible for him to intervene. It ~ould be dealt uith in due course by the General, 
and possibly by the High Commissioner. He had full confidence in the High C0m­
miesioner; he had also had full confidence in General Raining, and from all he 
had heard of General Barker, he thought that he also could be trusted to do 
the right thing in all such natters. DUt at the same time he (Mr. MacDonald) 
uas alnays accessible - ready to receive people and to hear their arg ents. He 
had even received Ur. Jabotinsky once or t ice. W:iat he did on such occasions 
nas to report the intervieu to the High Cc,mmissioner, and leave the decision to 
him. He nou.ld do this in the present case. He would send a cable to the High 
Commissioner transmitting l1lY representations, and ~ould formulate his answer 
as having been that in his view Jev,s and .\rabs should 1:e treated in an equal 
manner. but always taking the factor of intention into account. He elaborated 
a little on this, intimati~ that he thought the present Jewish 11 squad" had to 
be treated exactly as an drab squad uould have been had there been a presumption 
of self-defence in their favour. 

I could not but thank the Secretaey of State even for this. 

Londtn, 20.10,39 M. S, 
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His Excel len ;, 
The High CozrrJis1ioner for Palesti~e, 
Government Offices, 
Jerusalem. 

Your Excellency , 

October 25, 1939. 

I have the honour to address :our Excellency on behalf of the JeJish: ency, 
on the subject of ·~he Order made under Section 5 ( .. ~) of the I:nmigration Ordin­
ance nhich uas published in the Palestine Gazette of the 19th inatant. 

2. The Order, as stated in the explanatory note, provides for the admission 
into Palestine during the period October 1939 to larch 1940 of non-.Teus only. 
In our submission this exclusio_n of all Jsuish immigration constitutes a dis­
crimination ag·linst Jo\'7s, a violation of the pr ovisio~s of t:1e :·o.ndate and a 
cruel blo~ to the Jemsh people. 

3. Under the terms 0f tis Order an essential qualification for ontry into 
Palestine is that on-J mr.y not be a Jevr. We knou of no co try in the uorlcl 
today, nit~ the exce,ti on of countries under Uazi rule, uhero there is racial 
M.scrimination against JeVTS qua Jens such as that noVT enacted in the country 
of the Je,;,ish llatiozul Home. We consider it our duty to enter a vigorous pro­
test against this int~oduction of anti-Je ish logislation into Palestine. 

4. Even if Hie ajesty's Government bad not pledged themselves to help the Jews 
to reconstitute their l ational Home in Palestine, such legislation uould have . 

•► been contrary to all established principles of !ritieh lau and justice. The 
Jena are, honever, entitled in this country not merely to equality. T}iere is 
an express obli ation uponthe 1Aandat017 to facilitate Jeuish immigration under 
suitable conditions and to place the country under such conditions as ill secure 
the establishment of the Je~ish ational Home. The Order in question is an un­
warranted violation of this basic injunction of the Mandate, 

6, The Secretary of State for the Colonies made a statement in Parliament on 
July 12th foreshadowi ~ the issue of such an Order in pt.rsuano9 of the restrie­
tive immigration policy aet out in the White Paper of May 17, 1939. He sought 
to justify it as a penalty for the unauthorised entry of Jews into Palestine, 
Even if the policy proposed in the White Paper nere in accordance with the 
Mandate it would have been contrary to all standards of equity for a uhole nation 
to be penaliDed on account of an offence corr:mitted by some of their number. It 
is the less ,Uatifiecl as the offenders •re driven to enter the country of their 
lat1one.l Home u1 thout inmigration permits by inhuman persecution in their coun­
tries of origin and by the arbitrary restrictions recently imposed in Palestine. 
We must, houever, dran attention to the fact that since the statement of the 
Secreta;7 of State was made the Permanent Mandates C0mmission found the policy 
of the White Paper incompatible uith the Mandate. They unanimously held that 
that policy nae not in accordance m.th the interpretation uhich had al~ays been 
placed on the Palestine Mandate by the Council of the League of Nations and by 
H.M,G,; while a majority of the Permanent Mandates Commission reached the con­
cluaion that the poliey of the White Paper was not in conformity with the Man­
date and that any contrary eoncluaion we.a "ruled out by the very tenna of the 
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Mandate and the fundamental intentions of its authors". In the submission 
of the Jeuish ~gency the policy of the White Paper 1s thus devoid of any 
legal ot moral authority. 

6. The arbitn.ey tiserimina.tion inherent in the Order is being inflicted on 
the Jam.sh people at a time nhen the Jens are suffering so terribly from Nazi 
persecution and the effects of the ftr. More than 3,000,000 Je~s nho took 
their stand tosether with the Polish people as allies of Great ~rltain, have 
been completely ruined 'tu the German 1 nvasion. Under this Order not a single 
one of them can escape to Palestine. While many countries nith no special 
obligation to the Janish people feel ~rompted by the call of humanity to affer 
an asylum to Jewish refugees, it is of all landethe country of the Je~ish 
National Home nhich is being barred tp the Jeue by the Mandatory Power. 

7. For the reasons above stated ne have the honour to request that all arbi­
trary restrictions on Jam.sh inmigration be removed and that the necessary 
measures be taken to pennit Jaus to enter Palestine in accordance uith their 
internationally reoognised rights. It is our contention that the only valid 
principle for the regulation of Jeuish immigration into Palestine is that 
which was sanctioned by the Couneil of the League of Nations in 1930, namely 
that "Janish immigration should be authorized to the extent alloned by the 
country's capacity for economic absorption." We submit tha.t neither the J.d­
ministration of Palestine nor His Majesty's Government, so lo~ as they hold 
the Mandate for Palestine on behalf of the League of Nations, are entitled to 
depart from this principle. 

8. We vrould respectfully ask Your Exeellexi:y to transmit our above representa,­
tions to the Secretary of State for the oonsideration of His Majesty's Govern­
ment. 

I have the hnnour to be 
Your Excellency's 

Most obedient servant, 

(sgd). D. Ben Gurion 
Chairman 

EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGENCY 
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27th October, 1939. 

The Right Hon, Malcolm 'to.cDonald, P.O., A.P., 

Colonial Office, 
Dorming Street, s.w. 1 

Dear Mr, MacDonald, 

I beg to re-capitulate briefly t he representations on the subject of inmigra­

tion into Pal•stine made by Dr. Brodetsky and myself in the intervieTT TThich you 

~ere kind enough to give us on Tuesday, October 23rd. The tuo main points 

raised uere (i) the question of the remnants of the undistributed certificat es 

fron the last quota; (ii) the question of izmnigration in the current half-1ear. 

2. ~ith regard to the first point, I note that it has been a.greed that all 

permits representing the unallocated balance of the last quota should, so far 

as possible, be made available for Je~sh immigrants, if necessary by the issue 

of duplicate copies instead of the originals uhen the latter are inaccessible, 

provided that there is no risk of both duplicate and original being used. 

3. ~s to the number of such unused certificates, it nory appears that the pel'­

mits to which Mr. Bennett referred ss having been sent to the C
0
lonial Office 

are additional to those left, sccordi~ to our inffXltation, in the safes of 

the British Consulates, which are now in the custody of the ,\merlcan »nbassies 

in Berlin and Vienna. The former permits, 149 in number, were received in Ber­

lin after the outbrealc of war, and were forwarded by the :unerican Er:lbassy to 

London. In addition, there should be about 530 certi f icates in Berlin and 

Vienna, of the following categories, 

Categoq In Berlin In Vienna. 

.tt. l X 90 60 
13. 3 345 
C X 30 7 

u 4gs- ~ -= 6f --

1'b.e figures marked with asterisks were given to our representative by Mr. 

Insull, formerly of the Passport Control Office in Berlin, who ie now in Rome. 

Tae other figures are based on the returns of our Palestine offices • 
.. . . ' 

4, With regard to the 149 certificates now at the Colonial Office, we suggested 

that full Jarticulars regarding them should be communicated telegraphically to 

the Palestine Government, so that the Department of Migration mi t be in a 

position to re-issue, if need bej duplicat•a copies, on the understandi~ that; 

the originals are hdre, cancelled, or to advise the authorities in London as to 

where or to whom these certificates should be sent. I would point out in this 

c,nnection that in order to ensure that all these certificates may be fully 

used, it may bennecessary to effect transfers from category to categoryJ Thie, 

aa I understood in Jerusalem, Would not present any di:l'ficul ty. 

5. Aa to the Pel'lllits now blocked in the safes in Berlin and Vienna, it was sug­

gested that sieps should be taken to ascertainwhether it would be possible to 

arrange for the Jmerican 00zt:eular ~uthorities to gain access to them, so that in 
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the first instance the exact numbers may be determi red. In the event of this 
proving impossible, the suggestion is that all the available information may be 
collected at this end and passed on to Jerusalem as quickly as possible, with a 
view to enabling the Department of Migration, on the basis of this and other 
data which it may be able to obtain, to arrive at as close an estimate as pos­
sible of the outstanding pennits, and that new certificates, or rather duplicate, 
copies of the originals, should be issued accordingly. We submitted that the 
risk of the permits thus re-issued being found eventually to exceed the actual 
number of outstanding permits need not constitute an obstacle to the adoption 
of this prooe-d.ure, as the excess, if any, might be deTotod to the general refu­
gee quota • 

6. We ?lso suggested that endeavours should similarly be made to ascertain the 
balance of undistributed certificates in Poland and that these, too, should be 
reneued. 

7. On the question of the allocation of certificates already returned from 
Berlin to London, or yet to be retrieved from Berlin or Vienna, or re-issued 
on account of those blocked in Berlin and Vienna, our proposal was as follows: 
certificates not earmarked before the uar for specified persons in Germany should 
now be made available for distribution outside. Bu_t in so far as any of these 
certificates had been so allocated before the r,ar, their prospective holders 
should be treated as if they had actually received their certificates before 
the war - i.e. their pass orts should be visaed for Palestine in the pot-le of 
embarkati9n upon their leaving Germany. It appears to us that the risk of enemy 
agents being found amo~ these emigrants is no greater in the one case than in 
the other. 

81 In the event, horrever, of His Majesty's Government taking a contrary vieu, ue 
pleaded that an exception should at least be. made in favour of 11Youth Immigra­
tionn - i.e. that of young persons to be admitted under Category B.3 - since 
in their case no suspicion •f the above nature could arise at all. Ue a t tach the 
greatest importance to evecy opportunity houever limited, of saving such young 
people from Germany. It should again be emphasised that the frustration of the 
h•pe of finding a secure heme in Palestine held by candidates for im:nigration per­
mits under the last quota is particularly harsh in the case of young immigrants\~, 
under this scheme, They have nearly all spent several months in trainlng camps 
on the supposition that they uould proceed direct from the camps to Palestine. 
S•me of their parents have in the meantime emigrated, being assured that their 
children, too, uould soon leave Germany. The fathers of many others, being of 
Polish origin, have recently been interned in Buchenuald, and thus a large number 
of the children have non no homes to go back to. For all these reasons, ue ~ould 
reneP our most earnest plea that these young people should be allo~ed to enter 
Palestine. 

9. ~1th regard to such permits, uhether existing or re-issued, as could not be 
allocated to persons no~ in Germany, the natural procadure would be that they 
should be allotted to Jam.eh refugees outside Gennany, in such manner as may be 
determined by the Department of Migration in Jerusalem, after consultation uith 
the Jewish Agemy. 

10; On the second main point raised at the intervieu, ne submitted that, uhile 
the Jemsh l!gency rejected the Whibe Paper of ay, 1939, and was categoridally 
opposed to any arbitrary curtailment of Janish imnigration into Palestine, it 
could not but take exceptiam to the fact that, contrary to phat it believed to 
be the intention of the White Paper, the Government had found it possible to make 
the present suspension of Jam.sh immigration apply also to the special allouanee 
of 25,000 certificates for refugees. The grounds on ~hich we based this con-



- 3 - 10/27/39 

etruction of the rele7ant section of the \Vhite Paper were fully stated at 
the interview, and need not be repeated here. We accordingly urge that the 
High Co:nnissioner should be empouered to grant quotas for the admission of 
Jewish refugees in tbe current half-year, subject to the conditions attaching 
tt.oeuch grants of certificates. We indicated that it was our intention once 
the point of principle was conceded, to submit an application for about 1,000 
penaits for JeWish refugees from Poland, who were now living in the neighbou~ 
ing countries i11tonditions of great misery, and possibly for a few hundred 
more German refugees from the countries of Western Europe. I would emphasise, 
as an additional ground for the favourable consideration of our claim, that 
the collapse of Poland and the neu refugee problem thus created, is a new 
factor which was not foreseen at the time when the present s~eeping suspension 
was decided upon. 

11. My colleagues and I would be grateful if early and favourable considera­
tion could be given to these proposals. 

Yours sincerely, 

(signed) M. SHERTOX. 
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NO~ OF -- INTER IE WITH ~ SECRET"'G.Y OF ST.\TE FOR TITT COLO IES o· 

2¥,th OCTOBER, 1939 
----------------------------------~-------------------------------------------

PRESENT: Mr. Malcolm MacDonald 
Mr. H. ?. Downie 
Mr. J. Bennett 
Dr. S, ]rodetsk:y 
Mr. M. Shertok 

Mr. Shertoi,: opened by sayi rg that this '"as the last intervie'il of the present 
series, as far as the Jewish ¥ncy uas comerned, and they proposed to devote 
it to the subject of immigration. 

Mr. MacDonald said that he uould possibly uant to see tho representatives of 
the Jeuish Agency son:e time next TTee!c in connection ui th certain matters 
arising from the previous intervieus. He hoped then to be able to tell them 
somethirg definite about the orange shippi~ question. They had been in close 
consultationuith the Food Ainistry and the Ministry of Shipping, and he thought 
matters nere shapi~ rather satisfactorily. The Ministry of Shipping ~as anx­
ious to help as regards transport. Further progress, htmever, still depended 
on a decision by the F0 od Ministry as to the quantity of oranges nhich might 
be shipped to the U,K. in the coming season. 

Mr. Shertok said that the subject matter of the present inter~eTT fell into two 
partsc first, the question of the remnants of the last immigration quota, and 
seconily, the question of immigration in the present half year. 

With regard to the first point, they had been much gratified by the decision of 
His Majestyfs Government to admit to Palestine Jaus at present in G0 rmany uho 
had been given Inmigrati on certificates be1·ore the outbreak of the war. He 
believed that their transportation ~as nou proceeding smoothly. The Palestim 
G0vernment had sent four officials by air to Trieste to supervise ahe grant of 
immigration visas for entry into Palestim, and the Jam.sh A~ncy TTas co-opera­
ting in this through its representatives. The first ship uith immigrants of 
this class had left Trieste a feu days ago, and the next was due to leave on 
November let. But the 2,900 inmigrants uho v,ould thus be able to go to Pales­
tine would not exhaust the number of permits sent to Germany under the last 

, quota •. \ccording to the Janish ~\gency•s information there uere still several 
hundred undistributed permits left in Berlin and in Vienna, and they nere quite 
naturally anxious that full use should be made of them before it would be too 
late. The figures uere: 343 Youth permits (B.3) 90 ~ and 30 C in Berlin; 
60 Al and 7 0 in V16nna; altogether a matter of ffer 500 certificates. There 
might be a small margin of error with regard to these figures but he believed 
that they were substantially eorrect. They were based on the records of the 
Jewish Agency's Palestine offices uhich uere usually checldng up"O.n every pel'-­
mi tissued by the respective Passport Control Officers, and partly upon the 
statement made to their representative by Mr. Insull, formerly of the British 
Passport Control office in Berlin, uho was nou 1n Rome. Their first question 
was uhether 1 t V70uld be possible to ._btain 11phyaieal poseession11 of those 
certificates. They understood th.at they were·a11 kept locked and sealed among 
the papers left by the British Consulates uith the .American Embassies, and they 
wondered whether it would be possible to ask the 4Dericans to find those cer­
fificatee. It would then be possible to ascertain uhether the certificates ere 
earmar~ed for certain persona, and in that case their request ould be that the 
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Government should admit those persons into Palestine, if they could still leavw 
Germany. They understood that the G0venunent 1e decision had been to admit only 
those uho had been given certificates before the ~ar, but not to let in people 
nominated for admission since the uar, for fear that the Gennan Government might 
nou send Nazi spies to personate as Jam.sh immigrants. Surely this fear, fully 
justified though, it might be, did not apply to TTould-be imnigrants nominated 
Eefore the uar. But if the certificates uere not found to be earmarked, or if 
the G0 vernment refused their request about letting in ne~ irmnigrants from Ger­
many in general, they would still urge that an exception be made in favour 
of the boys and girls coming under the Youth .Aliyah scheme. There could be no 
fear of Nazi spies appearing under the guise of boys or girls aged 15 or 16, 
and they vrere particularly anxious to enable those young people to go to Pales­
tine. 

The second question•was ~hat uould happen if the certificates could not be got 
at, as the Foreign Office might object to the jmericane opening the safes. The 
point made by Mr. Wdlls in Palestine was that he was quite prepared to re-issue 
a certificate if officially informed that the original had been destroyed or 
othernise put out of circulation, as he could not take the risk of having tno 
persons arrive in Palestim on the strength of the same certificate. But, even 
if the original certificates were out of reach, it should nevertheless be pos­
sible to ascertain ":Tith a fair degree of accuracy the number of outstanding per­
mits and issue neu certificates accordingly. If, eventually, the number of 
persons thus admitted vras found to be in excess of the number of certificates 
originally iaaua~, that excess could be debited to the general refugee quota. 

r. Shertok mentioned in this connection that the same applied also to P01and, 
~here a coraiderable number of permits must have been lost on account of the war. 

Mr. MacDonald said that he uould like to deal nitn t he first point on the agenda, 
before the representatives of the JeTTish Agency passed to the second. He was 
glad that they had been able to arrange for the immigration of those people from 
Germany, but originally a"different decision had been taken, viz: that only those 
JeTTs mio had by then already left Germany and got into Italy ghould be admitted, 
but not more. He had ta-:en an active part in the consultations mich had led 
up tot hat decision, and hac. himself been fully in favour of it. When, ho\78ver, 
the representatives of the Jo Ji.sh .'\gency came to him to plead for a reversal of 
that decision, and dreTT his attentiom to certain considerations, he had frankly 
admitted that he had made a mistalce. F0 r one thing he had not realised that 
Jeus uere actually leaving Germany all the tiim, and that the German Government 
was prepared to let them go, ao that it uas hardly possible to draq a line. F0 r 
another - and it mis this consideration ~hich had impressed him most - all those 
people bad been definitely certain that they uere going to Palestine, so that 
they had liquidated their affairs; and they uere nou left, so to spealt, in the 
air. But neither of these considerations, ~ertainly not the second, applied 
to those uho had not yet received their permits, •hereas the very serious reasons 
for not admitting into Palestine people from enemy countries applied to them with 
full force. The young people for whom Mr. Shertok had especially pleaded were 
surely all in their parents 1 homes and were not facing any special dislocation 
by not being able to emigrate. Ile did not thitk that it uould be possible to 
make an exception in favour of Y0uth ,hliyah, particularly a~ such considerable 
numbers (343) were involved. 

Mr. Shertok said that the position of the candidates for Yout .• Uiyah was not 
so simple. A vezy elaborate organisation uas at ork in that branch of immigra-
tion and candidates . . r 

~ere selected well in advance. When ~e figures of the last quota became known, 
all those hundreds of boys and girls '78re told to get ready to leave. They and 
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their parents had made all the necessary arrangements, and now they too might 
uell be said to be "in the air 11 • Besides, mile he fully realised that there 
uere reasons connected uith the uar situation against the admission of people 
from enemy countries, he uould urge that just because of the war it was most 
essential that these young people should he admitted. They did not know what 
fate had in store for the Jews in Germany during this uar or at its end, but 
they were certainly justified in expecting the worst as a result of either 
Germany's defeat in the field or of civil v,a.r in Germany itself. Polish Jeucy 
had already paid a terrific price ttr its participation in the war against 
Gennany, but the same fate might befall even the Gennan Jews. Every Jew 
brought into Palestine in time was to them on~ore Jeu save~, and, if this 
could be done ~ithout any risks from the point of vieu of the war, as was the 
case ,1th regard to those young people, they urged that it should be done. 

Dr. Brodetsk:;y added that as far as he knew a great many of the candidates for 
Youth ,Uiyah usually spent months in a training centre before they nent to 
Palestine, and were thus cut off from their homes and families long before they 
left Germaey. It was a great hardship to them now to find out that they had 
to a-pay on in Germany indefinitely. ~nother point nhich he thought must be 
considered was that, as the uar was likely to be a long one, the boys in ques­
tion uould reach maturity before it would be over, whereupon they uould be 
roped in as members of labour corps or for other war services and thus be of 
val'l18 to the enemy. 

The Secretary of State said that he admitted the force of these arguments, but 
he still thought the difficutly ~hich he had in mind uae insuperable. It had 
been altogether a very difficult business to admit people from enemy countries 
in times of ,a.r. The line had to be drann someuhere. They had drawn the line 
at those ~ho had actually been in possession of their permits when uar broke 
out. He was not giving an absolutely negative reply at this moment, but be saw 
no hope. The reason uhy he was not making his negative reply absolute uas that 
he mnted still to consider uhet!ler it might not be possible to make an excep­
tion in a teu individual cases of special hardship. But, as to admitting a 
nhole category, he thought that nas out of the question. After all, there might 
be a danger of foul play by the German authorities even m.th regard to youth 
immigration - false dates of birth might be faked, and the like. Apart from 
that, there were general reaso~ against their admission, connected uith the 
uar situation. 

Mr. She•rtok said that, as they intended to follou up this intervie'.7 by a letter 
in uhich the various points that uere raised uould be set out, they uould in­
elude thH pl.ea abo-at Youth -~liyah in the letter, and \7ould be very grateful 
if the Secretary of State could reconsider the point before giving his definite 
reply, 

The matter ~as left at that. 

The S9 cretary of State then turned to Mr. Domiie to ask about the position with 
regard to the re-issue of certificates. Mr. Downie said that the High Com­
missioner himself had recommended that all certificates be re-issued, subject 
to its being made sure that the old ones uould not be used. Mr. Bennett here 
volunteered the information that about 100 certificates bad been received back 
from Berlin, and that they uere for the most part of the A I category. Mr. 
Shertok said that this aras very welcome news: it seemed to tally with the fig­
ure of 120 certificates given to our representative by Mr. Insull, of TThich 90 
uere A I. It \'7aS subsequently learnt that tihe eertificates were 149 in number 
consisting of 20 AI vrith 36 dependents; ?A 4 r7lth 5 de.._pendents; 70 ! 3; and 
11 other dependents. These certificates had arrived in Germany after the out­
break of uar and had been despatched to Lo rdon through the Jmerican Consulates, 
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Mr. Shortok urged that a cable be sent to Jerusalem notifyin~ them of the num­
bers of these certificates sent to G8 rmany, and left undistributed. r. Shertok 
mentioned that Professor Namier and himself had had a uord about it ni th } r. 
Butler at the Foreign Office, uho promised to do ~hat he could t~ ascertain 
the facts. In this connection he said that in partic ar uith regard to the 
Youth !Jiyah there could be no doubt at all as tot.en ber out standing , as the 
uhole thing uas org3nised extremely well, and to the Gover~JDent's complete satis­
faction, and those responsible kneTT exactly hou many persons had yet to leave 
under the last quota. They were all leaving in batches, and nore of them s1 ly, 

~r. MacDonald finally expressed his agreement '\Tith the suggestion that all cer­
tificates, with regard to Tihieh certainty could be attained that a duplicate copy 
tra.s not 11•,1andering somev,here around the uorld11 , should be re-issued (by implica­
tion this meant that they need not necessarily ,,1ai t until they get hole". of the 
original copy and tear it up - all they had to ma.k:e sure about was that the 
existing original copy was out of circulation). These certificates uo d then 
be available for eligible immigrants outside Germany. The Secretary of ~tate 
made it clear, however, that the a~tual number of certificates to be reneued 
uould have to be determined in Jerusalem. The C0 lonial Office on its part rould 
try to get all the information possible and pass it on to Jerusalem, but as 
Jerusalem Jasin direct communication m.th the various Passport Control officers 
and ~7as, moreover, in a position to keep a check on actual arrivals, it uould be 
up to them to ascertain the exact number, 

Mr. S'b.a rtok then passed to the second point on the agenda, He said that it 
concerned the suspension of all Je';7ish imnigration for the current half-year -
a matter unich they had not yet bac an opportunity of thras~ing out TTitl the 
Government, although it had been debated in the House, and had also been venti­
lated in the Press. The Secretary of ~tate kneu exactly nhere the Jeuish Agency 
stood in the matter. They had rejected the White Paper; they had refused to 
accept any arbitrary limits to Jeuish imnigration, ant they uould never acquiesce 
in the idea of a global total of 75,000 after "hi.ch there was to be no further 
Janish immigration at all. :Sut they realised the futility of entering into a 
discussion of the uhole matter again m. th the Secretary RI/ State. What they 
nere houever convinced of nas that tho present suspensiontnas made to apply to 
the special allouance for refugees uas not in accord.a.nee uith the , ite Paper, . 
and that it had not been intennod at the time by t1e framers of the White Paper 
that it 1hould so apply. The White Paper provided for five annual quotas of 
ordinary Janish immigration of up to 10,000 each. 

It ,;,as then laid do~ that if Je s continued to enter Palestine nitho,1t authority, 
then the number of those uhom the Government ~ould detect and uho could not be 
sent back uould be deducted from those annual quotas,. Apart from all that - i.e. 
the annual quotas and deductions from them - there nas to be a special allocation 
of 25,000 certificates for Jam.sh refugees. It uas clear to the□ that there had 
been no intention at all that such deductions as might be nade on account of un­
authorised Je~ish imnigration should apply to this special allowance. They uo d 
no~ urge that the point should be reconsidered, and that it should be made claar 
that the High C0rnmissioner uas not precluded fron granting certificates for 
refugees if the Jewish ~\gency could shou that provision has been made for their 
maintenance. They were not coning nou tith the request for a definite quota, but 
"Were o~ly asJd !\g that the point of principle should be conceded. Once it was 
conceded they ~ould approach the Palestine Government, but it was no use approach­
ing them non as their hands ,ere tied by the over-riding suspension, The decision 
on the point of principle rested m.th the Secretary of state. The matter uas 
of particular urgency, in vie~ of what had happened in Poland. Polish Jews did 
not come under the definition of refugees adopted in practice by the Palestine 
Government. Mr. aeDonald interjected that the definition in question had really 
•• 17as ·-rong even by reference to t:ie 'llhit e Paper - unless they ere quite 

funda~entally rnistalcen in t~eir reading. It ,as clear to them that the 
fact that the suspension/ 
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been adopted by the tvian Conference , !r. Shertok said that in any case he 
assumed it would be granted that the Jews who had escaped from the German in­
vasion of Poland fully qualified for that description. .ey were unfortunately 
not in a position of being able to help todey the masses of Folish Jews whqee 
existence had been conpletely ruined and whose very homes had been destroyed, 
but they did have to face to-day the problem of Jewish refugees from P0 land 
in Rumania, Hungary, and possibly in :ther countries . 

They did not know, for instance, what was to happen to the Jews ho had fled 
into Vilna. Their information was tbn.t the Lithuanian Government took the 
vie~ that these J aws had to be treated as foreigners. InRumania alone there 
were several thousand refugees, amc~g them their own friends and comrades, 
trusted Zionist . or:Cers nho were good material for PalestiwJ. ey uere 
anxious to bring them over as soon as possible and they ,7ould as~ for a thous­
and certificates for that purpose; the position of these refugees in Rumania 
was a desperate one . The Rumanian G0 vernment was detennined to get rid of them. 
The Rumanian Jewish community <IUld not support them indefinitely , oney was 
being nasted on their maintenance, whici.1 could be put to good productive use 
in Palestine . They might also ask for a few hundred certificates to be able 
to taJre over to Palestine some of the Gennan refugees in England or in Western 

rope. 

The Secretary of State said that the construction Tihich Mr. $hertok had put 
upon that section of the White Paper nas a peffectly justifiable one, though, 
no doubt quite unintentionally , he had misq1.oted the sequence in rrhich the pro­
visions actually ap~ienred in that document . The order uas really as follows: 
first, there was the provision about annual quotas, then the reference to the 
special allo~ance for refugees, and finally the matter of deducti ns on account 
of illegal immigrationo The same mistake had been made by Professor Namier in 
his letter to the t:Tizoos 11 • But he fully admitted thatthis 6.:.ci not invalidate 
Mr. Shertok1 s argument; he had a perfect right, on the baais of the uording of 
the White Paper, to interpret that section ae meaning that the deductions were 
not to apply to the refugees, since the deductions referred to annual quotas, 
and this term was not used in connection rrith the refugee immigrationo He 
wanted ho:10ver to assure the representatives of the Jewish .-\gency that it had 
been really his original intention - and he might describe himself as the 
author of the White Paper - that the deductions should apply all round. Al tho h 
there uas no reference to annual quotas as far as the 25,000 pennits for refugee! 
were concerned, he had assumed from the outset that these permits wo d be 
dealt out by instalments and that the instalments would be combined ryith tho 
half-yearly quotas of the ordinary immigration, as had actually been the case 
in practice. He did not fui ,. he co11ld accept the suggestion that this sho d 
now be changed" lllegs.l immigration had already amounted to some 9,0~0, .-hich 
meant that the quota of the current half year 11as al ready exhausted. 

Dr . Brodetscy pointed out that as far as he remembered from the statements made 
by the Government's spokesmen soon after the Palestim Conference, th~ inten-
tion was to issue 10, 000 of these permits in the first year and 10,000 in the 
next so that the ~hole quota ~ould be exhausted in tryo years or so. There vm.s 
certainly no intention of spreading the 25,000 certificates over five years . 

Mr, Shertok added that at the Palestine Conference the Secretary of State had 
himself represented this allocation of 25,000 pennits as a contribution to the 
solution of the refugee problem. The iasue of these certificates ~as not related 
to &ny period of time . The only condition was that the R1gh Commissioneirshould 
be satisfied that they should be provided for; once the H1gh Comraissioner was 
satisfied on that point there was nothi rg to prevant him from iss ng the 7hole . • 
quota at onoe, in the very first year . 
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Mr. MacDonald saic. that in substance this was correct and al tho•:tgh the refugee 
pennits were to be issued in half-yearly quotas t~air iaaDe need not have been 
spread over five years but they coulc have been disposed of in a much shorter 
period, subject to the condition to ~hich Jr. S~ertok had refer~ed. They ~ere 
anxious to help Jemsh refugees in a proper manner. Had not the Je,ish ency 
in Jeru.se.l ea : 6E:m told, w:'len t:1a quota fer the last half-year had been issued, 
that the Palestine Goverr.iment rias not prectwled from issuing a suppletrantary quota 
for refugees curing the half-year, if they could make out a proper case? 

Mr. Shertok interjected that he remembered this very well because it as in reply 
to his ex.press question on this point t~at the etamement had been made. 

r. 'h8.cDo-iald contin.1.0d bhat on the basi:. of this assumption the i:e·•.=. □h .Agency 
had put ir. an application for a fe1,1 taousand aci.ditional permitso T· .. at applica­
tion was being considered favourably - not ~ecessarily·uith a vieu t~ gra~ting 
the r.rhole fig, re asked for but certninly a portion of it - vthen t"ie influ.: of 
illegal immigrants had increasedo The idoa of granting a supplementary refugee 
quota had then to be abandoned. He supposed he could address no appeal to the 
Jewish. ency to help in stopping this illegal im:nigration, hich he thoDght 
most undesirable from the point of vier, of the interests of Pales ~ine . Ke kt1eu 
that even if this had really depended upon the Je~ish ~gency they uould not have 
been able to take a hand in the matter because this uould have meant for them 
to cooperate i~ the execution of the \1hite Paper, ~hich they ~ere perfectly 
m. thin their rights in opposing. No one \7as more anxious than he to got back 
as soon au-possible to legal immigration. They might be abl~ to do so in 
April, and they might not - he did not kno·-.. Transports of illegal immigrants 
had come in recently, and accordi ~ to their infonnatlo n further transports uere 
at present en route~ 

Dr. Brodetaky said th~t ~he~e had nevertheless been a iecl~~e in the movement of 
illegal immigrants wh.!..:!h w~r:.ild. appear ~-' justify the grant 'Jf a new refugbo 
quota. He was saying ·~-~:~,: uot fr0m the point of view of the Jewish .. \gency, which 
rejected the White Pa~er, but from the point of view of the G0 vernment which based 
itself upon it. 

Mr. MacD0nald a.gain referred to the fact that about 9,000 had already gonG in, 
wllich amounted to the quota whic~1 would have been g:,:anted normally. 

Dr. Brodetsky said hat in such matters one could f .:>rm an estimate of \"!hat wae 
likely to happen by reference to a eecent trend of development. 

Mr. MacDonald explained that what he was chiefly worried about was to prevent 
a state of things arising which would inevitably lead to the total of 75,000 
immigrants t&ing exceeded. If they were to eay that the 25,000 refugee permite 
had to be granted in any case and only the annual quotas of 10,000 each could 
serve as a cover against illegal imnigrat1on, they might well find themselves 
facing the contingency of the total immigration being in excess of what had been 
intended. 

Mr. Shertok said that 1t might well turn out to be the case that the limit of 
75,000 had been reached before the end of the five years period. This o d mean 
a crisis which would have to be faced. He did not see that 1,000 or 1,500 immi­
grants more could matter very mauh with regard to such a crisis. 

Mr. Downie intervened to draw attention to the fact that there were at present 
21,000 units of unemployed workers among the Jews of Palestine, and he could not 
see how it was possible for the Jewish Agency, which was claiming the Government•, 
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financial assistance on the basis of that unemployment, to ask at the same time 
for additional immigrants. If new funds were available for their absorption 
they had better be used for maintaining the unemployed ho were already in the 
country. 

Mr. Shertok said that he had anticipated this argument. It nas perfectly logical 
for anyone who was so familiar with the Palestine situation as Mr. Downie to 
bring up this question of unemployment in connection with new inmigration. But 
the position was that they might get funds earmarked for this special purpose 
of providing for the new refugees which they would not get for the relief of 
existing unemployment. Moreover, Palestine was suffering today along m.th macy 
other countries from the consequence of the first impact of the war situation 
upon economic life. The Polish Jews in Rumania, for whom he was pleading, would 
be infinitely better off in Palestine even if they were unemployed than they were 
now in Rumania. At least they would be among their own people and in a friendly 
atmosphere ~ith some help forthccming. They could not possibly turn their back■ 
uponthese people merely because there was unemployment in Palestine. One had 
to take a broader vieu of such matters . 

Mr. MacDonald said that it was perfectly fair toe xpect the Government to look 
ahead and not to take into accont only the existing state of affairs, but there 
'78.s another side to this pictureJ they themselves were tr-Jing to look ahead with 
regard to Palestine and figure out what it& economic state was likely to be after 
three or four or five years, and they could not exclQi• from such consideration 
the effect of an unlimited and unselected immigration upon the economic absorptive 
eapaci ty oft he country. 

Mr. Donnie added: "Remember, the White Paper did not say that 75,000 Je\1s ·.1ill be 
admitted in the next five years; all it said was that not more than that number 
will be admitted, but as to whether the maximum ~111 be reached nill depend on 
the economic absorptive capacity." 

Mr. Shertok pointed out that it uas not he uho had raised the question of the 
economic absorption of imnigrants at the present time. He had made it perfectly 
clear at the beginning of the conversation that he fully realised that it uould 
be up to the High Commissioner to decide whether means ~ere forthcoming for the 
maintenance of these imnigrants. 4Ul he was urging here was that the point of 
principle should be conceded. 

Mr, Domiie said: 11J3ut surely you have had discussions on this point nith the 
Palestine Government, 11 

Mr. Shertok said that he had already explained that discussiom ~ith the Pales­
tine Government on this point could only be academic. The decision of the point 
of principle lay m.th the Secretary of State. He mentioned that the neff Chief 
Secretary of the Palestine Government had definec1his O'ml position as that of a 
tram car, not of a bus. \ 

Mr. .!acDonal d laughed and said: "I am then the bus". 

Mr. Shertok nondered \7hether it would not be poasi ble for the Secretary of State 
to issue a refugee quota as an advance on account of the next quota? Mr. 
MacDonald thought that it uould not, He disclosed that uhen taking the decision 
about the suspension of immigration, it had been his original intention to keep 
up his sleeve this possibility of granting an advance later in the half-year on 
account of the subsequent half-year in the event of some emergency arising. But 
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after thi:1king it over, 10 had come to t:1e concl-.;.sio~ t::at it ·•0ul.::l ~ot do 
to relax, as t:ie Gover. ment \;-as vo ••r anxious ~ot to raise a.:1• dou½t~ in the 
:-nirids of t.:e Arabs as rog·· rds their d etermination to carr. thro ~·11 t' c policy 
of t'1c ,nite Paper . 

Professor Brodets>y sugGcate;d that as tl1oy \°iO"J.ld ·oo ncari. ~ t ~c end ·f he half­
year I there shoul be no g roat difficult in granting a quota a little in ad­
va"lce of tho next half-~"onr . :r . • ncDonald did not see W!".y it 'las so es~ential 
to 'n. ve '"In advance a.t all if t.~e iTT'r.iigrants wo'...:ld only be able to arrive to­
TtB.rds the end of tho ,criod. Did it f'!ln.1-=o rnuc:i diffcrcnco ~·hot~1or t':ley ·,•ould 
; o to Palestine at t!10 c. d of this l:alf-yo r or at tho be inr.ine of next 7 Er. 
Shcrtok explai~ed that if tho quota nara granted in ovc-~cr, t~e irmigrants ~ 

could begin to arrive in Deco .. ber and Most of t Ci:! ,·,ould come in Je.nuar I Febru­
ary !:Ind :·--re:, 1 -'1orvas if t:.ey roro to ?Ot t .10 quota o 1 y in April, t: e arri v ls 
could t~1ce plqce only fron t::ty or Ju.'10 onr,ards, whtch ,..~s a vory ossonti~l 
difforcnco. A. lot of unnocessar~r suffc-ring a.'11.d .a.stef\ll o:q,cnditure on T""ore 
relief • ·ould be ont:-i.iled in !10 inberimpcriod • 

. r. i:acDonald Sr.id t~1r\ in ~or:er· l .o did not understP_'ld t!~e -:a7 t:..c i:-nmi ra­
tion ~rrangOl'!lcnts of t:10 Jo·-is:: J.r-e~c7 .. ;o r~.red . Let t:io roprof'e~tat ives of 
tho .A,_c. cy plOP.SO not t·, ro this as A. !"'Cro dob.nti f; point• In t,;0 rniddlo of 
t'1c 1;,st 1:.nlf-yoRr t!10.,r hRd nsked for ~ sup?lomo::t~r.r quot"\ in vio. of tl10 
urgent need to Lclp tho refugees, Rnd yet • .e:-i tho quotr\ period ~1P.d e:-i.ded, 
it ".ppo~rod th~t r.oro t'~-~n hclf of the rofu0 eos _or r.: om porni ts :1nd been 
issued [\t tho bogi!':ni:1~ of the period :,P..d not ~ ot arrived. ::r. S'.1ertok 
s~id t at .1c -;;as vory glP..d t"i.1~t tl~t,; S0 crot "'.r?· of S :-:-. o tlM r!>.iscd thi!. poi "1t 

boc,.,usc it gave him P..n opportunity of cle'l.ring up n. -risundorstn.nd in~; ·-' icl-. 
1".P.d Rr:i.sen. To be00 in ·.7it~1 , t}1e:, cad ~ot got t.10 pcrnits ~t the ben-i. . i"'e 
of t.".c period, but r:mch later. But the r..ain rep.son nas t!'IF.t, as a result 
of t ~1 pr (;sent quotA. s· ste-:-. , quite "1r.. .bsurd. stn.te of t:~in s arose 5.n t!:. t 
pooyle ·-:~· o had been f; ivcn pornits could not t-tlce their -;ivos ~nd c,yild rc:1 
:1i t:. t :..cr· bect=1.usc t.1e quotns for ...-:i ves and c ... i ldren ~ere eX::.;'tusted. T°""i s 
produced a deridlock, uhic·! it had t"ken nonths to solve . Ee kno··, t!1~.t ,_ere 
qg1.in t:10 bl ~!ne hP"d beer! p1·t on the Je~1is!1 A....,oncy. Ee 1:1as under t';.o ir.1-
press. on thR. the Secret!:lr r of St'\te :1.q,d beon informed t.:nt the eP.dloc;: 
had l'.riso~1 becP..use I upon t: .o rop:·osent '1.t ions of t> e enc· , tho q!lotns 
origin!'\.11,, fixed for ':'ivcs and. c1~ildren had been re;;uced . Tl is "Jf\S ~ot 
the C'1.Se I and •:r. ·:ills, ·~·it~- ·,,_1ori :10 had thnashed out the ,;,hole subject, 
hnd admitted th?.t it ·:as not t!10 car:;e, and thnt t!'ll.. cause of the de.,_··1ock 
was n different one. All t:.ie Je ,is!4 ~ge:,cy hnd \,a-:tod c!1n:10 od in the 
distribution of tho certificntes :1ad been R reduction in t~1e n;;r;ber of T)Or-

its set aside for elderly dependents, because they had t~ow;ht that ~umb~r 
out of proportion to the ot~ or categories . Tl1e..r hP..d not touched the quota 
for •,;ives nnd c:·ildron. ~ .lnt ha.d P.cti::-i.lly hRppened WA.S that t l10 Government 
h~d under-estit:L:'\ted the nur.bers of wives and children, and in addition, 
.:r ... ills hr\d been called uoonto provide . undreds of pernits for t 1~€ rcgis­
trA.t ion of t:ie f:i.."7lilios of tr'"'.vol lors already in Palest L o, .--::oro!l.s 10 had 
ori "'innlly thought that all these people ,-:-ould go bac1r: to thoir cou.'ltrios of 
ori~in and clRin adr.ission fro~ thorc as it'!Mi rAJ1ts, and th~t ~c nood not m~ko 
AA7 provision fo their fPMilics in tho current quot~.. :r . S:iortok t en 
r ono11·od his roquost for nn ndvrmce on the noxt quota. 
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Ur. ·.,.cDon".ld suggested to the reproso·.,t"tives of tl10 Je~is~~ •• ·o:c·r ti--,_t thoy 
shouJ.d put thons0lvcs in the shoec- of tt.e Government. He for :1is u0.rt vm.s 
tryine; to put '·i"1s1 lf in the shoes of tho Jeuis_1 Agency, and did not expect 
t:1om to _•olp in stopTJ 'ng illegal iT:JinigrRtion bocnuso ho re'l.lisod th~.t they 
could not oo cc1.llod upon to co 1pornto in implerwntin::- tho iT..1i to Paper to -r,hich 
they 1:oro opposed. :SU.t lot t:.:.c Jo:•ish agency consider t_1.o pesition of '.:-1:1,g 
?~.josty1 s Government, •·i:icJ-_ r.,ns dotorr!"i:nod to cnrr:, tr_is pol icy tl1rou -;:., e..nd 
11?.s nnxious to a void Mytl·. inJ thn.t ni;;ht load the Arabs to b el icvo th~t it was 
7·wer'1ng in that dotcrMimione 

.:r. S::crto1
~ ,ond or0d ::!ct,wr t:10 ArP.bs l~nd ~ot been suffic iontly improssod by 

tb.c f pct thnt for the first time since t!10 i:1troduction af the ir~ndator7 Rog imo, 
Jo-·is~ innigration :1ad boon cor.:iplotoly suspended. Evon .:_f sone per~ ~ts wcro nor' 
_'i;ra:1tod, it ~:ou1d still loavo a ·-ido :n."'rc1.n of victory for t:10 Ar:i.bs, --,it!: ~ir..ich 
tb.cY could uell be content . A ne:; fRctor l:n.s arisen as a result of t l:c war -
tho coll .pse of Poland and tho cror>,tion of a no 7 rofugoe problo!!'. Surely His 
l~1.jost71 s Govornr.10nt, ':iit~1 n , .. ~rlv 20,000 rofugco certificates still on its hand, 
c~~ afford to truce this proolom into ~ccount? 

The Socrot;1ry of St., to ondod tho discussion by st:>.t i :-is that :i0 sn;~ little like­
lihood of r-. change in his a.t ti tude but ho ·.·ould not .:;i vo a d&fini t c roply P..t 

t.1is tirr.o but that t:10y uould hnve to be continued. T.. e ropreso~tP.tives of 
the Jo-is> .. Ar:,o!'lcy said thn.t thov ,,ould bo Rt t!10 disposal of t210 Secretary of 
St ". c for a continuA.tion of tho discussion. 

London 
27.10.39 



Dear r. Shertok, 

C 

Colonial Office, 
Donning Street, s.w. l 

6th November, 1939. 

0 
p 

y 

Thank you for your letter of the 27th October, recapitulating the points nhioh 
you raised at our discussion of Palestine immigration mat t ers on the 24th Octo­
ber. I have given your letter careful consideration, and in the light of all 
the circumstances have reached the f olloui rg conclusions. 

2. No Palootine imnigration eertificates destined for Jews in Greater Germany, 
but not distributed to them at the date of the outbrdak of war, uhether the ce~ 
tificates are in blank or are executed inthe names of individuals, can now be 
distributed to the intended recipients in Germany, and these certificates (subje~t 
to the qualification mentioned in paragraph 6 below) m.11 be regarded as withdrawn. 
I regret that I cannot meet your suggestion that exceptions might be made from 
this rule in favour of individuals or of categories of persons to Tihom particular 
hardship would result. I do not under-estimate the distress which.ne.y be caused 
to some of the persons concerned, but I fear that any concession of this nature 
would be impracticable if the general decision is to be maintained. 

3. In the place of the certificates mentioned above, the High Commissioner will 
be authorised to issue an equivalent number of "substitute" certificates in simi­
lar categories. Jeuish refugees uho were already resident in ~llied or neutral 
countries at the date of the outbreak of war will be eligible for these certifi­
cates. distribution of which uill be effected by the Palestine Department of 
Migration, in consultation with the Jewish ,\gency, follouing the usual practice. 
I have given the High Commissioner my vieus as to certain principles in the dis­
tribµtion of the certificates, includi~ the date after which refugees arriving 
from German ex-Polish territory uould not be counted as qualifying for a certifi­
cate. 

4. I am aski~ the High Commissioner for his vieu on the further sugge1tion, at 
the end of paragraph 4 of your letter, that transfers from category to category 
may be necessary. but there is some objection in principle to such transfers 
and I cannot promise that this '\7111 be possible. 

5. Complete information is not yet available as to the number and description 
of these undistributed certificates. As you knou, some have been returned to 
Loni.on, uhile others were left behind in the safes of the former British Passport 
Control Officers in G8 rmany. Certain details have, hov,ever, been obtained and 
the Foreign Office are trying to obtain further particulars. As particulars be­
come available, they nill be passed on to the High Commissioner by telegram, so 
that he may proceed with tl\a issue of "substitute" certificates. If it should 
prove impossible in any given case to obtain cCJnplete particulars, the informa­
tion available from official sources and from sources supplied by the Jewish 
4(f:3ncy could be compared w1 th the objq,-: t of agreeing on a tot.al fi.e;w,!' ~resent-

• ,. • I 
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ing the number of certificates concerned. I am making this suggestion to 
the High Ctmmissioner. I agree that if the High Commissioner were to issue 
a group of 11 substitute 11 certificates on this basis and any excess in the 
agreed estimated total was subsequently revealed, the excess could be de­
ducted from the balance of the total of 25,000 refugees provided for in the ·, 
White Paper. 

6, ~ further point has been raised with my Department by Dr. Rosenbluth 
since your letter was written. This concerns the possibility that certain 
individuals, in respect of whom imnigration certificates were sent to Gennany 
but not distributed before the outbreak of war, might actually have left 
Genna.ny and arrived in the United Kingdom or some other allied or neutral 
country before the outbreak of war. Dr. Rosenbluth bas been given the names 
of the persons whose certificates have so far been returned from Greater 
Germany, so that this possibility may be examimd. If any of the individuals 
concerned can be eatisfactorily shown to have entered Allied or neutral coun­
tries before the outbreak of war, I shall have no objection, if the High 
Commissioner agrees, to their certificates being delivered to them instead 
of being cancelled. 

7. Enquiries are being made regarding the fate of undistributed immigration 
certificates intended for persons inthe part of Poland hich is now occupied 
by Germany, and I agree in primiple to these certificates bei"Qg treated in 
a similar manner. 

8. .As regards the present quota period I shall be glad to have a further 
talk with you about this, and I nderstand that you have arranged with my 
Private Secretary to call round on Tuesday at 3 p.m. 

Yours sincerely, 

( signed) MALCOLM ?L\CDON.ALD 



STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
NOTE O CO?TVERSATIO} iVITR TRE RIGHT E:ON. MALCOIJ,: MACEONALD, P. c., M.P., 
.COLONIAL OFFICE, WEDNE~DAY, NOVDI.BER 15TH, 1939, AT 4 P.M. 

Present: The Right Eon. Malcolm WacDonald, 
Mr. H. F. Downie, 
1~,r. D. Ben-Gurion. 

After some preliminary conversation with ~egard to the dates of my arrival 
and departure, to the general situation in Palestine, shipping, or ange"'1)ros­
pects, etc., we embarked on the main subject of the interview. 

I said I had not come to see him to plead for the 43 young men sentenced 
to long terms of imprisonment. ~orse things were happening to the Jews today 
than unjust imprisonment. What I wanted to discuss with him was rather the 
political issue arising out of this case. 

On November 1st I had been to see the G.O.c. The reason I had asked for 
an appointment with him was this: I had read the proceedings of the trial in 
which t1e 43 young men were accused, first of breaking the law((w1ich was a~~ 
fact) and secondly of having intended to attack .Arabs (which was not a fact, 
but was a very serious accusation to make). On the first charge they mi~ t 
have got a few week~!. or months I imprisonment. But as they had got ten years, 
it seemed that the Court must have accepted the second accusation as well. 
I happened to know some of these young men personally; I knew t:ie ,type to 
which all of them belonged, and they were not the people to attack Arabs. 
As the G.O.C. was, to all intents and purposes, the final Court of Appeal, 
I had thought that I ought~~ least to make clear to him what kind of people 
these were. I had found b'im .vory courte•~s, and also very frank. I had under­
stood that he did not accept the Public Prosecutor's view that the 43 had 
intended to attack Arabs. (Mr. MacDonald interjected: Did he say that he 
did not accept it? I replied: Not explicitly, but I certainly understood 
that he did Hot.) He had, however, made a still graver accusation. He told 
me that in his view these young people were undoubtedly part of an illegal 
organisation whose aim was to fight the British Government, and that he was 
go ing to smash that organisation. When I told him that these were men who 
had served in the police, and with the military, who had distinguished them­
selved in fighting against the terror, he said: "That only aggravates the 
offence; they w~nt into Government service and got Government PBJ' for the 
purpose of obtaining training for rebellion. 11 As the man responsible for 
law and order in Palestine, he was going to smash this organisation. 

I pointed out to Mr. MacDonald that theee were not the ohly Jews serving 
the Government in Palestine; there were 20,000 enrolled, and some 4,000 or 
5,000 on active servtce. Th~se 43 wore among the best of our you.hg people; 
if they were accused of treason, then all the others might be similary accused. 
The smashing of the organisation could only mean that all Jews would be dis­
armed, all those serving with police or military dismissed, and extensive 
searches made for hidden arms. I felt that I must give him so~e idea of the 
background of the situation; I would limit myself to the story of the laet 
two months. ! had come back from the Congress on September 2nd. I found 
that a day or so before, a boatload of 11 illegaltt irmnigrants coming into Tel­
Aviv had been fired on by a police boat, and three refugees had been killei.. 
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.is was a very serious affair, and I kneTT that our people would not take such 
a thing - the shooting down of ref ees - ~imply lying doffll . But :1ar broke 
out the next day . I therefore called to-"'ather son:e of our peo·1le and told 
them: 11 You must forget it; we are at war." The same day we issued a state­
ment on behalf of the Je,vish Ar ency, w.1ich said in effect: "i'Te are nor; at 
var; the White Paper was, it i s true, a cruel bloTT to the Jews, and we have 
naturally to defend our rights; but now a graver issue has arisen; :En~land 
has declared ~ar on Nazi Germany, and any help ~e can give must be a iven 
whole-heartedly and Tiithout reservation." 1Je further arranged for the regis­
tration of volunteers for national service and for ervice ~ith the forces, 
and 130,000 Jaus responded. I was asked by some of our people: . ~ t about 
the ilhite Paper? And I had told them frankly: The ilhite Pa~er ftill exists; 
perhaps it will not be carried into effect during the war , but of t~is I am 
not sure . But uhether or not, a graver aner ency has noJ arisen, a.~d our 
part is to stand by En land. TTe had gone to the civil and military authori­
ties on the spot and had offered our services for the formation of Jev·ish 
units - we could offer thousands of young men to join the British Army. Our 
offer uas refused. '7e qere told first that there ;1as no neccssi ty, since 
Palestine was not yet involved in the war, and might never be; secondly that 
the arming of the Jews would upset the Arabs. 

'!hen TTe had been asked by the military authcriti~s to provide tec1nicians, 
mechanics, etc. for 3ritish Army Field Compa ies in the Near East. TTe respon­
ded gladly, though somo questions of detail as regards pay and allo -ance, etc. 
arose. These \7ore in process of bei straightened out, hen Je ··,ere suddenly 
told: ro Jonish units - they must be Arab-Jewish- fifty-fifty. 7e said we 
could not serve under such conditions. It uas with deep regret that ue saw 
that the White Paper policy TTas being pursued even intime of war. I vould 
define that policy as being one of complete, rule-of-thumb 11 equality11 between 
Jews and Arabs, at all costs - an 11 ~quality11 , hich meant that, uhen the JewB 
offered real and practical assistance, the fact that the Arabs had not offered 
similar assistance was a sufficient reason for ref'using the Jeuish offer. 
11 Equality 11 must be preserved. (In fact, by the time I left Palestine, only 
nine Arabaahad been enlisted.) One unfortunate fact, hoTTever, rather spoiled 
the picture of 11 equali ty 11 : for years the Arabs had been fi hting ~ain~t the 
British and the Je~s had not. In this case of the 43 there had bean a ~ood 
opportunity to equalise the position: .Arabs had been reb~ll!~g . ae:ainst tho 
British; horo wore Jo,1s who mi ht be accused of preparing to rebel against 
the British. Thus could 11 e(lualilty 11 be preserved! 

:But I had not come to him to compllin. I had como bocause I felt I had 
a duty to perform - a duty to H.?,;. Government. It 1:1as perfectly possible for 
them to disarm the Je s, to dismiss all Jerlsh police; to make searches and 
confiscate all hidden arms. But I felt they o ht to lmo first :1hat nould 
be the inevitable result. I had lived lonP- in Palestine~ I lmew the country 
well . The Arab terror was not stopped even yet. It might have died down 
for a little, but any day it might break out again. If they disarmed the JeNs, 
it would be a call to the Arabs to begin neu massacres. There had already-• 
been/m~tacres under British rule. Not because the British had not been uilling 
to protect us, but merely because the conditio?J>of Palestine uere such that in 
the first instance it \7Q~ only ne uho could defend our~elves. i'lhenever ue 
could not defend ourselves, there nould be massacres. I had to tell H.M.Gov­
ernment that if Jer1ish blood uere shed as a result of Jeqs bein6 disarmed, 
that blood would be on their hands. 
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I asked permission to reply at once on this point. ~ had heard this ex­
planation before, and I had made it my business in Palestine to ma1':e the most 
thoro h investigation I could~ 'Iha boat 1s crew had left it before it came 
into Palestine 1.1aters, and it had been actually brought in to shore by the 
refUfee~ themselves . Ur tf.a.cDonald should not, of course, take my word for it, 
but had made a thorough enquiry from the people w:io had bro ht the boat in, 
and I ~as absolutely satisfied that the sbory of tryin to ram the police boat 
was untrue. Mr. 1-f.acDonald repeated t~1at there '7ere stringent orders a ainst 
firing at the refu.~ee boats, and that the report on this particular incident 
had come to him from responsible quarters in Palestine. 

He then turned to the main question. He said: I am afraid you ~ill be 
tired of hearing this argument, but I have to repeat it. We believe that 
there must be absolute fairness betr1een Je·1s and Arabs in this matter of arms. 
There have been many cases of Arabs being not only imprisoned but hanged for 
the po session of illegal arms. It is a very serious offence. Eoreover, we 
are not in normal times. The Arab rebellion is not yet entirely suppressed. 
You have yourself admitted that t~e 43 young men had been foolish and had 
broken the law. I say· their offence is graver than that - it is criminal -
not in the legal sense, of course, but in the practical sense. T'nere cannot 
be one law for the Je~ and another for the Arab. Going out ~ith rifles and 
bombs is provocation~ 

Speaking of the TTider issue, he asked nor, it was possible for the Govern­
men'6, in time of ·.var, to tolerate the existence of secret military organisa­
tions and stores of secret arms? He said he lmeTT that ~e1eral Raining had 
made arrangements for the security of the Jewish settlements, arrangements 
which the .Agency had admitted to be satisfactory. The settlements had their 
sealed armouries, and their defense organisations, which had worked quite 
well. The authoriti~s had knorm that the Jews had illegal arms, but 30 far 
had winked at it! Mcreover, the Arab terrorist bands bad been broken up; 
he did not say there uas no terrorism any more, but the organisation was broken. 
There was, further: a large British military fcrce in Palestine; it was the 
duty of the British to maintain order in the country, and they r,ero n.b1e to 
do it. Large stores of arms had been confiscated from the Arabs; not, perhaps, 
all the arms they had; but large quantities. Hou then could H.M.Goverlll'!lent 
tolerate secret arms and secret mil itary organisations and training, among 
the Jer;s? He said he knew that the vast majority of the Jeuish community 
r,as absolutely friendly to the British; they might be opposed to the ilhite 
Paper, but they remained friends of Britain$ But there mi~ht all the same 
be some among them who would use arms to obtain psssession of Palestine; even 
that might not bA hostility to Britain, but simply that they wanted the country 
for their omi. !r.~ that the British Ooverr..ment could not allou. They did not 
want the Arab rebellion to flare up again; that uould be very serious indeed 
for the Allied Cause. They must treat both sides alike. 

I asked permission again to reply to some of his points: 

(l) I repeated that I had not come to plead the cause of tle 43. But 
as to fairness as between Arabs and Jeus, ! could tell him that not a single 
Arab had been sentenced to lon~torrn imprisonment, lot alone hangod 1 for tho 
mere possession of arms, such sentences had only been imposed when there 
~as good reason to believe that the accused had intended murder. I f these 
43 had not been Jews, no such sentence would ever ha-:o been considered. If 
uhat had been known as to the antecedents of these Jews bad been known 
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about an Arab - namely that there uas no evil intention, but only a technical 
breach of the la~ - then there would have been no •question of more than a nom­
inal sentenco. It was clear to us that the sentence pa~sed on the 43 was a 
11political 11 sentence, imposed only because they happened to be Jews. 

(2) It was true that the terror uas no~ less than it had been. l3u.t it 
would be a mistake to think that law and order were re-established. The week 
before I left Palestine there had been shooting on the Tel-Aviv-Jerusalem road; 
Arab notables had been murdered in Nablus; and a Britieh officer killed i 
Bethlehem. The terrorists uere nou returning from Syria and the Lebanon, and 
according to tho declaration just made by the G.O.C. more would shortly be re­
turning. I rras afraid that terror as likoly to increase in the near future. 

(3) I said he had told me that there wasrow no need for the Jews to defend 
themselves in Palestine. I nas uell aware of what had been done during the last 
three years t6 impro~e defence arrangements. We had all deeply appreciated the 
~ork of the military; ue were happy to co-operate uith them, and TTould continue 
t• co-operate. But, knowing the country as I did, I was obliged to tell him 
that ue •ere not safe in Palestine. Nou, as throughout the past sixty years, 
we must aluays be ready to defend ourselves. I had myself had e.JtPerience in 
working in the fields in Palestine, under the Turks. I knew that I could not 
g& out to uork without a rifle. We had then had an organisation called Hashomer­
the Guard - for self-defence. It had been disbanded immediately after the Bri­
tish occupation, on the ground that there was no reason for its existence under 
British rule. Unfortunately this proved to be a mistaken view. I TTas myself 
still a soldier in British uniform uhen there uas a pogrom in Jerusalem: I 
could not go to Jerusalem to hel~ defend JlfYpeople there because I was in camp 
at Sarafand (with 2000 more Jeus) under British military discipline. This ua! 
in 1920. Ther4 wasanother pogrom in 1921; another in 1929, and he knew what 
had been happening in the last few years. These things have not happened be­
cause the British did not nish to protect the Jo~s; they uere inherent in the 
conditions of the country. There was not a single Jeu in Palestine who, nith 
the best faith in the uorld in the British Administration, could feel safe in 
that country unless he uere e:rced. rre knew tn".t our very existence was a pro­
vocation to certain people. Even if the British forces were much greater than 
they are, there would be no possibility of their being able to protect every 
Jeu -in Palestine. I had to travel t~ice a week between Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem; 
could British troops be spared to escort me every time? I happened to have a 
licence and carried a gun. But ~as I to tell my son - who had no licence -
to rely on police protection7 And if I did, would he listen to me? 

I considered it my duty to tell the Government that it should not disann 
the Jews TTithout first considering carefully the results of such a step. If they 
disarmed the Je~~, the Government could not prevent Jews being murdered. For 
the disarming of the Jens uould be a deliberate provocation to the Arabs, a 
deliberate encouragement to them to massacre. And this time, the blame would 
be on the Britis~ Government, because they had been TTarned in time. 

He seomed very uneasy, but ma.de only one comment; he said: "You Sf3¥ it was 
a political sentence on these 43 young men: I can assure you thatnd.ther ne here 
nor the High Cormnissioner gave any instructions to the Court. On the contrary, 
ue received your representations, and we transmitted them to the High Cormnissio­
rter, 11 He added that no decision had yet been taken on the larger issue. 

London, 
16.11.39. 

-- -------- D.:a.G. 
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H.F. Downie Esq., O.B.E., 
Colonial Office, 
Downing Street, s.w. l. 

Dear Downie, 

CONFIDENTIAL 

19th November, 1939. 

I feel I must revert to the subject of the immigration certificates blocked 
in Germany, and should be very grateful to you if you would kindly transmit 
my representations to the Secretary of State for his urgent consideration. 

We are nou in possession of more precise data regarding the numbers and cate­
gories of these certificates. We also have fresh information about the effects, 
both general and personal, of the ruling that these nominees for immigration 
who are today in Germany, and who had not received their certificates before 
the outbreak of war, should not be admitted to Palestine. The reasons why 
this infomation has only now come to hand, and could not therefore be used 
by us in our intervie~ with the Secretary of State or in my earlier letter to 
him are: (i) that our contacts with the Palestine Offices in Berlin, Vienna 
and Prague are indirect and roundabout (via Geneva), and (ii) that our people 
in Germany seemed until a couple of qeeks ago to be so certain that all the 
pre-war nominees uould be able to emigrate that they did not bother to draw 
1ur attention to the full implications of their not being able to do so, nor 
were they themselves, perhaps, a\'79.re of all those implications until they had 
heard of the negative ruling. 

To give you the up-to-date figures first! there appear to be 309 certificates 
of the B.3 category blocked in the Greater Reich, of ~hich 169 had been defi­
nitely allocated. but not distributed, to young persons no~ in the Greater 
Reich, the distribution of these certificates between the various centres 
being as follo~e: Eerlin - 95; Vienna -14; Prague -18; Eratislava -42. our 
claim for admissions under this category thus concerns only 169 perons, and 
not over 300, as we had previously thought. In addition, we are informed 
that the following are the numbers of certificates of other categories blocked 
in the tour above-mentioned centres; Eerlin -?7; Vienna -6?; Prague -3~ Brati­
slava -14. Of the 77 certificates in Berlin, 62 appear to be of category 
.l(i) and .A.(v), 13 of J. (iv) and 2 of D. The Vienna certificates consist of 
60 A.(1) and 7 of eategory o. Details as to the categories of the certificates 
in Prague and Bratislava are not yet available. 

I have already pointed out in UQt letter of October 27th to the Secretary of 
State uhat disappointment and hardship awaits the young persons nominated 
under the Youth Inmigration Scheme, who have alib•nundergoing their train­
ing prjor to departure for Palestine, and many of whom have now no families 
to whom to return, But the position c£ the adult candidates for immigration 
1s no less, and in some cases even more, difficult. The point is that capital­
ist immigrants have to be definitely designated for immigration long before 
their immigration pennits can actually be handed over to them. As you know. 
a capitalist immigrant can only qualify for an immigration permit if he satis­
fies the Palestine G<>vernment or the Passport Control Officer concerned that 
he has the prescribed amount of capital in his free possession. With regard 
to immigrants from Germany, and with the exception of the relatively fe~ 
cases in which a Jew resident in Germany happenl to have money abroad, proot 
of possession of the necessary amount can only be supplied after the candidates 
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has been allowed by the German authorities to pay it in to the Palaestina 
Treuha.ndgesellschaft (Trust Company) in !erlin, But the trouble is that the 
Gennan authorities ~111 not give the necessary permission until they are 
definitely informed by the Palestine Office, which acts upon assurances 
received from the !ritish Passport Control Officer, that they are in a 
position to guarantee an immigration certificate to a given person. In 
other ~ords, in order to get a certificate, a man has to pay in a sum of 
money, but in order to be able to pay it in, he must have an assurance that 
he mll be given a certificate. Therefore, the candidates for immigration 
permits of the capitalist class concerned in the present case ~ere all informed 
at a certain early stage that they wo d receive immigration permits from the 
last quota. This notification was made to them on the basis of information 
received from the Passport Control Officer as the numbers of certificates 
available for imnigrants of this category. The nominees then proceeded to 
realise their assets in order to raise the necessary amount of capi t al, and in 
tta.ny cases gave notice to their landlords. They have since been livi in the 
fixed expectation of an early departure to Palestine, and if they are now pre­
vented from going, they uill be completely stranded. Their expectation of an 
early departure uas :f'iirther confirmed by official notices addressed to candid­
ates duri rg the months of July and .\ugust by the :British Consuls, of -:,hich a 
specimen photostat copy is attached, informing them that an immigration per­
mit had been allocated and ~ould be handed over on the production of certain 
documents. It ~as a matter of days, or perhaps a ueek, for these people to 
obtain their certificates; but unfortunately t he declaration of war intervened. 

I may add that the delay in the distribution of certificates uas caused, to a 
large extent, by the lack of pennita for wives and children - a handicap which 
was removed by the Government only in .\ugust, 

:But the shattered hopes and economic ruin of these people are perhaps not the 
uorst consequences of refusing them permission to emigrate. l~cording to 
authentic information received by us, reprisals are to be feared on the pa.rt 
of the Reich authorities, both against the individuals concerned, and against 
the Palestine Offioos, uhich are held by the Nazi Government responsible for 
their evacuation. A Jeu of ~horn the Nazis had thought they were ridding them­
selves, and for uhose ejection they had made arrangements, is a ready candidate 
for the concentration camp uhen he is thrust back upon the mercies of the Third 
Reich, .s for the Palestine Offices, they ~ill have to face the charge that 
they have got the authorities to carry through all aorta of formalities under 
false pretences. Formalities in Germany take an inordinate amount of time, and 
the Palestine Offices had to apply for the passports and other documents of 
the persons in question nell in advance of the estimated date of departure, so 
as to have them ready in time. The anger of the authorities, uho nou feel them­
selves misled, m.11 be visited on the Palestine Offices, and the easiest "Strafe" 
agaioot them nould be to close them dmm. But if the Palestine Offices are 
closed do,m, then all the arrangements for the emigration of the balance of the 
2,9CO certificate-holders from before the war m.11 come to a etandstill. I 
should make clear, in this connection, that so far only 1180 of the above total 
have actually left for Palestine; the first transport, consisting of 580, sailed 
fr~m Trieste on October 17th, and the second, 600 strong, on November 16th. 
The fact that it took a whole month to organise this~second transport is an 
indication of the administrative difficulties involved. 

Considering it all in all, ue feel justified in asking that the whole matter 
of these 330 eertifieatee should be renewed, and l78 trust that, notmthatanding 
the quite natural difficulties involved i t this transaction, it may no~ be 
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found possible to treat the persons to whom these certificates had been pro­
mised on the same footing as those who had actually received their certificates 
before the war . We understand that the United States representatives in Ger­
many are fully alive to the grave complications ~hich threaten as a result of 
a neg~tive decision on the part of H. M. Government, and we hope that, in the 
light of the additional infonnation and explanations set out above, the Sec­
retary of State may see his way to reconsider the matter. 

Yours sincerely• 

( agd). M. Shertok 



IIEIIORANDUII 

November 10,1959 

TO: DR. ABBA HILLBL IL VER 

FROM: SAWEL CAPLAN 

Attached herewith is a cow or the llinutes or the last meeting or the Emergency Colllllittee for Zionist Affairs. 

You will be a~vised as to the date of the next meeting as soon as it has been set. 



I ,IiflJT ."'S OP -t.LSF.G~1JGY <.,O. uIT 1\ ... FO~ ZIONI:T !Jt'F/ 17~~ :!~LD ON TU ~SD/~Y, 
NOV1. .ill 'T' 7, AT 4 P. :.i . AT TE~ OF1'IC1., OF rr ~ ZOA, 111 FIFTH 1.v:. , :·. Y. C. 

PF....:S;:i~T: Dr. Solomon Goldman pr0s.Lding; Gedalid: Bublick, Le.on G~llmr~n, 
Hayim G!'e•1no.:rg, Loul .... Lipsky, .:11"'S. '.J..:.vlcl de ~ola Pool, :.1·,-s. 
Barthe.. Schoolman, ~1.obert 6zold, David ··rzrtheim. 

Kurt Blumenfeld, Josef ,.,ohn c1d Georg Landauer, b:;· invltati.on. 

GamH31 Capld.n, secret:_ry f-nd ii"r. nor).:-is i,1ar-gulieo. 

• ;inut:)S of th:? pr~vious m3eting a s circulated • ·err.- a.nprovnd. 

Th-~ scc: .. etary read th~ folloninc ca.blc S;;nt to • ...... ::1 i.ezer K-:.plt..n 
on October 25th: 

11P,.I,n.1TUJC CHI "'.l.• 1/~~1H~Ar:: CASL~~D 1:·~r1~ ·:j,l~CIJTIVL nr;Fm:;i.~D 
PS'TITIOh t I~ 'J ~ T1 IJDPiIDU1.L I:J.3TI'i'U1'tONS YtbHUV H!.Y/1.Sf'.f.N 
STOP .ilU~T IW.,I2'T :.:,Qi,;:.. ii.S[;IST . .1-IC.~ BC CIV'"';' 0TH ... "'IS': I :•!lP .:ZJDING 
VISIT STAT ,;ti CHI ;:F R.AJIJUU~'f.: ?rJ PG~·~ LOLL 'CT ING LJD"'='P'"'.. !:Y~:lT 
~'li-- • ·r tOTJ ··r V r·1 JUT"'"' ..,,o ... m1Jco ·r''G u· 1 r"' "D • pp•"' .T n·--.-0r. · L IM"'I .: .!~,. 1 • ._ ,,,_ ... ; ·~( .~!...,J.' .,.\.1-i .. · l~t .L .L 1.1 , .. . ... iLJ.J ~-".1 '• tL 

PUJLIS OPINIO:~ ..;TOP P:::..LI7c'..:~ Yo,.r::- . ..iJL}f'IGl"'D . ..,SPO!JSIBILITI~S 
.:.,-JT I.Si( LPI'l1l~CL' TI01J OU~ PO..:l1'IOH ;\G':. .1t. .t.T.::'.) BY CONST1lNT 
~ pp , j C !"''"T~ . 7lf 1J'~ ··1~ - ... I.f ··1·-, iJ l ,- r ~ .,.,, sroP I '.'t;'QF· 1 L , ., _ ..,._, u .A -'"'~ • , .. ,) .llv . , _, J. UJJ . . , 1 .. l lL 11 

G":'..J '"'iJJ; u; I UiJ.'3L • J.lc . ~n .. • HIS P.:7:•"}U?JT OBr t'.IH FU:~ns OUT.SID~ 
UP,'. PU .P08£ POLI~H J ; ·,~ crop ;···:.I?LlG YOUF \.CPLY OU18 
OGTOB!X. 10 .J~D l? 

:.:.:i' ,:'Gt.::N~l ZIONIST COi: ,ITT CC" 

t o r~ich no reply h~s as yJt ba~n r eceived. 

·H th rcgc !·d t o th~ :!'0'l'H•St for fundf, by the Hicc·m i.n Buchn.rost, 
thJ s~crJtary r _po1·t od t.hc.t ,. l :t ter had b1:., .n •1·ri tt~n i n Dr .Goldm::. n I s 
nmn:..? to HL' S , :.:skin,<_; .:·-::ir rlis~~ - i_ tioi1 of this cqn3st , .. nd that the 
follo··,1ing :. .. J?lY h .d b H.!U ~,-.:c~iv ..:d: w :0 r_1..-~y0d th(; r~q· .:"' t to ou c .. mtrnl 
offic~ in P .... ris end the -:ns··,..:r •• ... r0c1Jiv,:.-d .. ~3 t lr t ti.r t ')etrt i cuL .. r 
.:..ctivity do_r. not com1.? 1· ithi.n th. provincv of its ,·,o;·k . Th• .. Juchn Jst 
officJ ,.--.s "..dvi.sud c.cco:-rdin6 ly. 11 

Th..: s _-cr~tc.ry ;' ..!port Jd t !nt LS u T ..:~ml t or .:m int~rvi _. r ha.d by 
L:o.d_:rs of th . :.:::m.}rg_nc:, Committ ~ 1··i.t!1 ~ir H1Jrb 1:-t .~r.K rson, DiT .:-ct0r 
of th~ Int~r 6ov; rnm~ntul Comr:iitt~- on ~_:ug~~s, Bir I:_=bJrt isfu1d ~ 
st" .. t L:m-... nt to th-2 pr ,...:sr on Oct0b :t' 27th, str JSsing th..: ,...oL .. : cf Pnl :stin ...:­
in th,2 absorption of 1'.::fuge ..: • in th_ fKrnt six y ~r-~r.. Prior to is~uinp; 
th-:t stl' .. t _.m~nt, Bir H ::rb _rt h-... d visit Jd 1 ir .Br'"'nd~is d10 di3CU"'t;~d • • L th 
him th• .. subj .ct c f P~.1 ~stin _. 

T!h .. 8, .. c-r ~t :--.ry furth.Jr ··.:port.:d thf~t Dr.•·i.s~ had r.ir..d_ ::::.rrnn;: ,mcnts 
ror r. lunl-h._on }jli,;:.Jting ""1i th .1:c . l)u f l,oop~r but th~t :_ t "''.:l.S C[.ll,.cl c- f f 
for th tlm~ b 1ing. 
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N~:ur!' .. :.LITY :.CT: 

Th~ s _er .1t.:;!"y r •:)C.d the. follo·.:ing cnbl.:- '1hich h· d just bc ~n 
r~c_i.vJd: 

"Nov .:mb )r 7, 19Z9 

SOL0'.10N GOLDt::.N 
ZIONIST nnc:_;uz1.TION 

KLPLdJ" 

Dr .Goldm!.~n st1.t :d th .t R:-bbi. 3r .:slc.u hns h- ' .n -·orkint on this 
matt..2r in :·:--shington rnd th:-~t he •·.·ould aubmit t: ).'-'port to thi Committ . .) 
within :. ~-·· dc.ys. 

1' r. Srold stLt .d th: .. t th..: Pr sid-.::nt' s pr cl:._'Ilc.ticn l•. ft ory.:n 
th ..: question ~·.•~1~th .r shl:')S m·.y touch Pel .stini.".'n ports, nlthou9"h it 
vrr.s cL ... a.r th· t ships of th.: ,·.m. ricc.n 1.:Xport Lin_ c.:.n go to Lc:ypt r.nc1 
Gr00c~, from ••1htch !)Oints goods may be tra.ns-c•hip::, .. d to P:il_·stinJ. 

(Subs . ..:CJ.lh ... nt to th.: m.:0tln~, it ··•·.r (.sc _rtG.i.n;d t~.~t th1) 

.·.m_ric~.n Export Lin .. ···ill d.?finit .ly ccntinu•: shi0ping 
dirwct to Pr.l!stin~) 

Co A n[J~'IC, mro·· ""T'o· on - •• 'D. u "TI , I, h , . .1 ..... t/ . • L,.111 • . .. 1 : . 

1'h .: s.cr_t,· _·y r :rd ,. c;om:.mni..c::tion from Jr.L,. nct.:m:. r n...:[~l.ins::- .. ,ith . ., 
difficulti.1s p 1opl :.-r_ .:·p .ri :ncing in c; .?ttincr tr:-.nsit vi:-r.s f0r 
touri~t.!3 ".nd ir:uni •1r·~ntG '.crr:ss fr .11c0 :-.,ul sugr; ... stine th_ pos • i.bil.i ty 
of -:ppro~chin!!, th_ fr .ml.!h ::.mb:-~t:~ador •• i th --. vi _w to r· #moving th : 
difficulti..:s. 

Th 1 cht .. lrnu n stc..t _d th: t ~.n :·t t,._mpt • ·ould b : r.r .. d_ to l.ppro~ch 
th.: Fr ..:nch ~·Jnb~.ss:.dor through th 1 ' '1.shington Sur ..: ~ '.U. 

rr.Goldm~n r_port~d th~t in2orm-tion h~d comJ to him th~t it 
"JC.S b _ing pl.'.'.nn;.:d to s ~nd t· ,o d .. l~g=it ions froll P,--lestinc to th_ 
Unit_·d St:-.t..:s: on~ d _l :g1.tion for th , purpoc- of .'.'.ssisting in th :: up, 
cr .. mpr.lcn ~'.nd .'.'..noth..:r for sp ci.:-.1 ,.-,ork ~.mon~ Polish £,, ndschc.ftsm:::.nn to 
r:.in ,_. ~unds for Polish r fur-l..s. Dr.Goldman ndd..;d th"t th_ :-.dmini.s­
trc.tion of th ~ UPI. ··,r.s of th ..; ooinion th,:.t ", d :l.1gc.ti.on to : s~.:i.st th1.. 
UPl. c--..nnot pos~ibly b_ of , .ny 11: 1p, :-.nd ··it_h r~gn:rd to th~ Ll #c<,nd 
d _l ·.g·~tion, it .1..;lt th:-t it ··•c,uld c.:: .us_ c:onr,icl ~:---.bl . diL."'iculti~s ··•1th 
th~· JDC. 
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Dr. Landa .er stated t,:1at when he left Palestine it had not • et been 
definitely decided to send t "1e delegations. 

It was tl1e consensus of opinion that a cable be sent on behalf of 
t ~e :Emergency Committee, advising the Executive that the sending of delega­
tions at this time TTOuld not be helpful; and further, that no delegations 
be sent without consultation in advance with the D:nergency Commit t ee. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST ATTITUDE TO BRITISH GOVEB1:J1.r.J!:NT: 

Dr. Goldman stated t1at information coming from London and Jerusalem 
makes it clear that the Palestine Government is proceeding to implement 
tho White Paper policy and~ e felt that it TI0uld bo elpful if American 
Zionists were to make cloar to the British Government that they r,ero ai:-1are 
of tho attitude taken by the Palestine Government and 1ore deeply resentful 
that, despite the full measure of cooperation offered by t he Zionists to 
the 3ritish Government, the latter should proceed to implement the policy 
hich it as assumed uas to be >eld in abeyance for the duration of t he war. 

The Committee decided that a ~emorandum along t~ose lines be pres ented 
to the Britis~ Ambassador for transmission to his government. 

STATUS OF cmc:r~~: 

Dr.Goldman called attention to a lettor from Dr. Lauterbac in 
London, transmitted to him by Dr.Landauer, in ~hich the former refers to 
"the establishing in America of an information service intended to meet 
the situation created by tho "7ar." Dr. Goldman f elt that there rras a 
misunderstanding witl1 rogard to tho functions of the Committee. He revie ed 
tho steps leading to the establishment of the Comr.1ittee, beginning with 
the information brought to him by Dr. Nahum Goldmann in Genova that t he 
Executive, at a meeting immediately folloning t~e adjournment of t ho 
Congress, had decided to authorize the creation of such a Cormnitteo in 
the U.S. to function in behalf of t he Executive. 

~,;r.Lipsky felt that Dr.Lautorbacb 1 s let t er need not be considered 
as an official statement and does not affect t!10 status of the Com·Tiitteo. 

The secretary reported that the UFA Executive Co ~itteo, a t a meeting 
on October 30th, had adopted a resolution urging that in tho UPA contract 
for 1940 there bo inserted a clause providing for the appropriation of an 
amount to be placed at the disposal of the Fmorgency Committee. 

Dr.Blumenfeld stated that other fund-raising organi zations for 
Palestine, namely, Radassah and Gc7rerksc .. aften, should participate in 
financing the nork of the ~ergency OoJT1.mittee. 

It TTas decided that an application be made to the KH and t h e XX 
to yrovide in the 1940 UPA contract for an appropriation of t-250,000 
for t he ,ork of the »nergency Committee. It was understood t hat an 

eff ort ~ould be made to obtain appropriations from tho other Palestine 
fund-raising agencies. 
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T:.e c~airman stated that· e • ad received a letter from 
the JTA apnlying for an amount of money f or the purpose of setting 
up a."'1 overseas service . I n this connection !'8 as~red for a rouort 
on the ?reposed JTA-Palcor amal6R.Ination. 

·:r. Lipsky stated t:iat : :r . Szold and :1e had mot -:rith 
i :r . Landau 1 -rho ,roposod t_1e absorption of the Palestine l!cr;-s 
.Agoncy by tho JTA. ,i:r . Szold addod that : r . Landc'u ·--.ad proposed 
thf\t under su.c_1 P.n runalgam~.t ion, tho representrt i vo of t:10 JTA 
in J orusn,lom , ,ould bo subject to tho ap?;)rovtd of the J , ~·is:1 Agency 
and additional Zionist represent at ivos r!ould be A.ppointed to t .10 

JTA :3o~rd of Dlrectors hero . ~fr . Lips :y st?.tcd t:1.P.t >o 'l'Ould 
not undo:~ a1re to mn.1: 0 any rocom'il"ondations to t:ho :Emergency Com-Pi ttoc 
on tho bnsis of t . o proposcls made by ;:r.LandP.u. 

I t 1,A.S docidod to continue t1.~o discussion on t:10 JTA 
!'\t t.10 :1oxt 0:ioet ing . 

Respectfully s bmittod, 

S.iU.'lT.E!L CAPLA17 
Soc rotary 
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R":.PORT OU Tm: SITUA'!'IO. IU POLAND 

Given on the b,'sis r,f detniled conversations nith Mr. G!'\ttlicb, 
Edi tor of t:.c t ftcrn00:1 pa.per "l!onent 11 , of \Vnrse.n, nnd 

L4r. Xoporovsl~i, a lar~c land-holder in Poland, 
both of uhom left ~fnrsui1, i1r,vor,1bcr 9, 1939. 

Tho ~ncll.l'.t ion o: 'ITnrsar, 

The first days 0f war brought ui th them a hfl.lf milli,.,n rcf\1gees, 
nho hnd left all their possessions in their hoMes in ryeetorn p,,1~.nd and 
fled into the intcri0r of the con~1try ou.t of fenr r,f the fnreign invnsinn. 
20~ 'lf nll refugo0s rrus hnvo berm Jo\7s. In the cnurse '>' a few dnys the 
Jer.ish popul~tion o~ ryarsa~ nountod tr') al~ost 500,000. But by the 5th '1f 
SepteT'lbcr this nw..bo:- •·,as nlrcndy diMinishing as a result of the "fficinlly 
n.,.·-y :.OU.~cod ovncuv.t ion ()f \Va.rem,, nnd the Jo,..-.s tbD;i cont inucd their migrt'.t ion 
to~nrde the east. 

The r:iigrnnt s '1n the 6th a..'ld 7th 0f Se:nter:ibcr P.rc c st i~ntod nt '1.0, 000 
•·rhn fnr the r,o st -pl'.rt foll vict ir,s to the bnMbnrdnont rf the r..,ads lending 
out of \1arsau •1hich took plA.co on Sopter1ber 7th, nnd. n'!' \7hom sevcrnl th011-
snnd ;:ere Jeus. In this \7e.y riMY fP.Miliee rrere bro1(en up and t!leir hcnds, 
uho had stnrted in on this journey, ,,oro robl)ed. 

The Siege of riP.raaw 

A.t the tine l">f the siege about AO, 000 Jcrrs ·.1ere st ill inhe~ it in 
~nrsa..._..,. The cnre of tho peonlo uh" ho.d fled to 'Je.rea,..-1 had c.lrondy in"1olved 
great difficulties, since pri'"la.rily ns n cnuso of the rc~idly advancing 
bonbnrd.nent n large portion of the disposable facilities for lodgi had 
boon destroyed nnd ~o plncee uere avnilnble for tho refugees to live in. 
The nunbcr of' those ui thout shelter, rcfl ees as ~oll as Je":'s nnt i ve to 
Wnrsa'R, rapidly gre·.-:- to nel'.rl:r 80,000. 

Out of this ei tuntion t..1erc arl')se 

,l Je1.1ish Relief c-, .... .r11ttee , 

t!ll'.t took over the nrr,blen of care and housin~ in the Jc~ish qurrtor, ~rore 
even in pe~cetirne great need had prevniled and ~here the housing f'ncilitios 
left n ?'rent deal to be desired. In spite r,f the 1.rgent ro,,uests nnde pre­
viously by the authorities durine the lnst dr~s of .Au ~ st to put anay storeo 
of fnod, only c fe~ Cl')Uld conply with this roquest, since for ~~r tht)Usands 
~f inhabitants of this section the questi~n nf dP.ily ~Pi~tenA.nce hnd beEm 
n serio1s proble~ for a lon time. The hoMelcas hnd to be brought nut rtf 
their burning houses, destroyed by air attncks, n~stly ~ithnut even being 
provided with the -np, necessc.ry clothing, and thou88llds of woMen and child­
ron who had been condetT111ed to stnrvr.tion in this way had to be cnred for. 
It ~as evident thnt it ~as renlly tho J8'1iah CoTT1\lnity ~hich should hRVO 
undertaken this task, but unfortunately tho MIUl r.ho hnd boen designated 
government col"l'liseioner of tho Je~ish CoT'T.tWlity had tru.cen to flight, end 
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many of the most important officials and members of the corn"lllnity council had 
followed his example. The engineer Czerniakov V'aij named president of t e 
Jewish Community by the President of the city, In thia state of affairs 
Jewish middle-class circles, including the di~ectors of the ''Joint~ ho 
remained in Warsaw, Neustadt, and 3azik (Gueterrnann unfortunately haa left 
for Vilr.Q.), had assumed the initiative and after a fe,., consultations with 
the President of the city and with the members of the abovementioned central 
relief com~ittee the Co-ordinating Comr.iittec of tho Jewish Relief Organiza­
tions was set up. This com"Tlitteo, l7hich had primarily been operating , ... ith 
tho oxisting means of the com""Unity and of tho 11Joint 11 , had been granted 
food-transports in nbunda.nce by the city administration. 

At first tho Roliof offices ryero in tho officos of the Joint, Yesna 
Street 11, but were destroyed by a ~ornb-explosion v.nd were trMsferrod to 
Leszno 13. Since this plnce of work hnd to be cleared out as well, t he 
offices are at present locntcd nt Krolev~{[I. 27. 

After rlarsmv wes ~:.rr";..::.0 ~~c d,thc uosition o the Jo.vi sh Relief Com­
mittee becmne more difficult from dny to dny, since the ne~ authorities did 
not permit any subvontions to Jet'lish rolief in the forn of provisions. Fi­
nancir.l means became more limited, n.nd even by tho f'irst uook in Novembor 
the Connnittee ,..as threntened by tho gr0nt dnnger of the restriction of its 
relief activities, since its means had beon completely c~hn sted. Urgent 
help is necessrry. Jmrn nre excluded from the provisloning undcrtnk:en by 
the German occupation, and the Cor.nnittee SA 7 itself con~led to hand out 
11,000 lunches at 35 people's kitchens. 

The Situation of the Jens since the Da,,Y of Occup~tion. 

In gener?l it must be observed thnt the arrests nmong the Polish J o~s 
did not assume the same mass chn.rncter as did those in Austria and Czecho­
slovnkio. in their time. But on the other !1ru1d there is no doubt that mrtny 
indi vidun.l actions, for the Most part to be sure con:1ectcd :"'ith mili tl.'.ry 
~ctivities, have inflicted tremendous lossc i on Polish Jccrry. 

The sacrifices •.-;hich as a restlt of militt'.ry activity hnvo been en.used 
by epidemics and starvntion in the last ten TTecks, uould h.Ei.vc to be rec!-:oncd 
uithout cxaggorntion at about 250,000 people, of y;hich in trnrso.,:-1 n.lonc nearly 
30,000 Jer:-ish victims must be ascribed to direct e.nd indirect military ac­
tivity. Many cities inhabitod by Jaus hnve been burnt O":m and men drngeed 
off to do the ,;,or1: of clec>.ring a.nay; \/onon and children nro co_-r!1ping to a 
large extent a..'nong tho ruins, if not conplotoly out in tr.e 0pcn. Jo. ish 
merchants and snall trndcsnc:1 have lost their livelihood . To the extent 
that they possess or possessed n.ny g0ods t he6c pre of course tr'lccn a.1.--:ey from 
them by tho GorCla!l military. In Lodz f'Jld its environs nll trnde in nnnu­
fncturcd articles nnd leather ~as 0X1,,rossly forbidden to tho Jeus. Businesses 
\1oro token o:r:e.:y fron Je\7s in tho no.in street of L0dz Pnd GorMn.a concer:is ·,·om 
sot up at onco. Je~s had to clear out of their hones, but uorc only pemittod 
to tnko half of their furnis~rlngs, r.nshin~, dishes, etc. along v:ith theM. 
Tho;;r had to l eave the rest in their houses, ;·•hich uoro to bo a-ivr-n over to 
tho :tnltic Gemano. The position of the l1r· lntion ,,ith no Menna nf liveli­
hood is very difficult. Today, probnbly over 801 0f the Polish Jc~s nrc to 
be placed in this co.togory. It is conpnr~t i vely oa.s.,· fnr !"'.P.nunl 1 borors, 
t1ho arc being sought for, tc f1ad uor1::, as nell as doctors, -;.ho R.re oven 
earning a grent deal 0f nonoy during this poriod. Other.rise t ~e Jeuish 
intclligcatain is nithout eAcoption nut nf uork. The JeTTish press no longer 
exists in Polflnd, Jonish orgMiza.tions o.ro not o.ctivo, Md Jot7ish schools 
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hc.ve not been opened again. As a natter of fnct only the •.1or :· of the JePish 
Co1!1MU..,ity is still in existence, TThich has constituted itself as representn­
tive to the Gestapo, for uhich Messrs. Schosskin, Dr. He.rtr1ann, Bloch, 
KrischcnbAUI!l, Dr. J. Kruk and Ko.sstau nust receive spccinl nontion. 

Relations of the la.rsan C,.,nmuni t;r ui th the GeI'l"lan A thori tics 

In order to c0u.nter the syston of nrrests, the Connunity ~ent to the 
Gestapo end got their cgreo□ent to the CoI!lMUnity 1s placing 700 TTorJ:ers daily 
at their disposal for clenring up . .After that the arrests diminished , but 
individual assaults of subordinate officials are still trucing plnce. It 
should nlso be nenti0ned that the Corir.ru.nity uns accorded only n vory short 
space of tine for tho conscription of all Jews. Tho land-register \7as rnnde 
use of for the establishnent of the Ghetto. The nnnounceqonts of the authori­
ties appeared in Gorr.inn, Polish and Yiddish. Throu!J"h the fact of the -proscmcc 
of a feTI highly placed German officers ,,1ho nere in Poland during tho lust 
World Uar, there turned 0ut to be a nunber of points of contact for t ho 
leaders ~f tho Jeuish C0n.rro.nity, uhich can be f significnnce in the near 
future. 

Luckof:-

A criMin~l court was sot up in this city in the course of the 0ccupn­
tion at the end of October, as n result of uhich 400 Jo~is~ Men ncro shot 
in the ~arket-placo. After thnt tho city ~as set on firo .. 1n Luckof todny 
there live th• wives an1 children of the 400 "len shot, \"hich included the 
poet Lipa Xestin and his son, A.Mong the ruins of their fornor homes. 

Kaluszin:-

This city suffered a similar fate. The Jous nre living there today 
in tho Beth Har.nidrnsh. 

Kattovitz:-

The me.jority of the Y~~ttovitz Jeus have boen shunted into the interior 
of the country and r.iany nf then into the Lltblin region south of Sandomiorz. 
Only individual fD.l!lilies arc to be found in the mtrroundin5 country and in 
Kattovitz itself. The largest pO.Tt of the Polish Corridor cities have boon de­
populated of Je'7s, of nhom 40% \7ithout exaggoratio;: havo been victins of 
death. An exception is constituted by 

Soznovico:-

in uhich Jc)'Ts nay go on as before no.king n living , 111t M.fJY ;1.ot lce.vc 
the city. 

Cracowr-

In Cracow in and f or itself little has occurred. A lo.rgo portion of 
the Jens loft tho city for Lenberg boforo tLo entry 0f t he Go:r!'lnn tro0ps. A 
canp set up noar Crccow sorvos for tho intcrnnont prir~rily nf Poles nnd Jcr,­
ish volunteers fron tho Pr0toctorato, uho to t ho cxt 0nt thnt they could not 
save thcns0lvcs uoro unsparingly killed. 
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Tho nnin stroa~ of rcfugoos also turnod touards Ro.don and Lublin. 

Tho Livine-Stn..ndard and Fo0d-Supply 

35,000 portions of food unuld bo necessary every dr~. but it is only 
possible tn give nut 11,000. 

A lnrgo ~nrt ~f the Joryish s octinn 0f Un.rs~~ is dcstr0yod, but tho 
nor1

: 0f clc.'.ll"ing up and rcc0nstruction of the houses 1:7hich c~,n still bo re­
paired cann')t be begun before spring , n~1d t ho li ring fr-.cilitios i)r tho 
stro:)ts Fbic:: havo bO(.'n doclarod a 11ghctto 11 hP..vc bocnnc fri,ghtf'ul. To:-,. nnd 

• ~or o individuals arc ~r::ing use 0f 0nc living roon. All JcTTs fron tho city 
nust !iQVO i nto t ho ghct ~o , in uhich hw1gr, r, typhoid has broken out since the 
ond 0f October. 

• 

Possibilitios of FI:.i6ration 

Tho negotiations uith t hn Gostnpn concor~ing t ho possibilities of 
cMigr.?ti on ,7cro c0nductod prinarily tt.r0ugh Hnrtglns. The Gcrnp..n nccluRtion 
authorities u ish to place n() difficulties in t ho n.y o:f c.,i gration . Tho 
requisite means \Till hnvo t r- bo obto..inod_tickcts fo:::- pnssago - tic1.::cts to 
bo -placed o.t t he disn')St".l of tl1e cnigro.:1t s in bills of oxchangc (Doviaon) 
fror, ubroa:3.. A Jei, ish corporntion for onigrn.tion is in th~ process of being 
set up .. 

Dr. UllMt':l!l 

Gc~eva, lovcnbor 22, 1939 



• 
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Conditions in Warsav· a.s described by Dr. Rosenblntt of 
Lodz. ,vho nas in iJarso.'11! d11ring the Germ;m invA.sion 

and left the city in November 18, 1939. 

T'ne contradictions between the nicture given by Dr. Rosenblntt 
and reports of others nre per~t'.ps to be expl;>ined uc.rtinlly 
through the cbse:ice of telephonic cor.;in.uication within tvp..rsaw 
during the past 6 or 7 t1eek.s, o.nd through the sP-mi-devnstut ion 
of the city, ·:zhich caused many uncontrollable ru.."!lors to circulnte. 

After the Occupation. 

After the tnkin:s of Wn.rsa.1.:7, conditions were nnturc.lly better in many 
respects. T~o ro&ing of the cnn:ions under which tho city had been con­
stnn.tly qui voring vas over, T:>rovi sioning was much easier, and at the t imc 
of Dr. Rosenolatt 1 s departure (_ovembcr 12) the wn.ter-s11pply nas i'orking 
age.in .• 

On the other hand existence bcc~me ~oro n.nd more ciffi ilt for the 
Jo~ish popul~tion. It is true that n.11 nccosaitiaa could be ~Qrchased for 
money, and accoroing to Dr. Rosenblatt 1 s re~ort there scorns to have been 
no particular laclc of food. But Jo~s arc permitted to or'!l 2.000 zlotys at 
the most, and they r.nist pay everything above this into a closed accotnt of 
~hich they rne.y dispose of only 250 zlotys per week. 

The great mass of the Jenish populntion, nhose n1mbcr in Wursa:1 
8,Jllounts to about the sct.mc as before tho ~ar (around 350,000) is completely 
iuined economically. Businesses are either destroyed or pillaged by the 
German soldiers, or else the goods have been requisitioned, nnd finally the 
Germans have :prohibited Jens from doing mnny things which might otherwise 
have helped supnort them: for exa~ple, Je~s a.re not :permitted to buy leather, 
which takes the bread ancy from the dealer ns , .. ell as from the cobbler. 

Dr. Rosenblatt contests the fnct thnt the relief comnittee sho ... .,ed MY 
ac·~i vi ty after the GerJ'Tl[\n occupation. Of the 35 sounki tchens that , ... ere su,­
uosed to have given 0~1.t 11 ,000 lu11ches dnilJ he hel',rd nnd sm1 nothing. Neither 
does he believe thnt the Joint or other nuthorities hnd or ~~ve the necessrry 
menns for this, since after all countries nbroad E\I'e not sendin~ in any noney 
for disposrl ~7ithin the territory occupied by the Germn.ns. 

Tho economic position of the gren.t majority is desperate and hopeless. 
Thot goes not only for vnrsA.,7 but nlso for most of the other plnccs with a 
lnrge Jeuish µopulption. Dr. Rosenblntt e.xnres•ed himself very scc-ptically 
concerning the relief nctivity bo_sun nbrond by vnrious Jewish cor:llllittees pnd 
individuals. He believes thnt if the Joint hn.s hitherto been .ble to do ,.-,hc't 
emounts to nothing, ~.nd also has no prospect of being nble to do much in the 
future -- because the delicnta question arisos here as to •.-.hethcr ,.,1onoy should 
be so!lt into Gorman territory -- then other grouTJs or individuRls -;;-ithout 
menns trill certainly bo unable to arrange anything. Dr. Rosenblatt nccordin~ly 
rcgnrds the cconomi c nnd r,i th it the ph;,,·scial exi ntence of Poli sh Jo\7ry as 
almost h~:1clo1s. The only r,ay out • ·ould bo omigre.tion either to Palestine or 
to other countries. 
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Conditions in Lodz . 

In Lodz , ~hich tho G<:'rr.icns ·1i sh to Te11~onizc ( theJ· alrordy TTri te it 
Lodsch) the position of the Jeus is supposed o be 1m1ch ::orso thn.,.~ in TTar­
sa 1. The Jeus are forbidden to steµ on tho main street; they mny not 
even cross over it, so thn.t a Jev,s nm.st ua.lk around the entire city in order 
to get from one quarter to another, if it is on the ot:ter sicle of the Main A ~ 
street . T1 e Je~s must near yellov.r nrm-bnnds, on prdn of deathl TrP.ffic to ~ 
and from Lodz is only possible nith speci nl pas~enber licenses. 

A nurnber of Je\·!s from Lodz nho n.1·e politico.lly susuPct(former members 
of ,v1 anti-•Hi tler conT.it tee etc. ) '7ere arrrsted cmd sent to n concentrntion 
c·smp in Ge rm.any. 

Swmning up , the irlpression is e;iven that in '1estern Pola..l"ld and Lodz, 
that is, in the sections to be Teutonized, the Polish as wall as tho JeTTish 
population is in ~art e.xp~llcd and i n nart tm1rderod; t hat in the Polish 
reg ions uhich GorP1a-::1y does not ·.1i sh to annex perm.:mcnt ly, life for the Poles 
is bearable to a certain extent ( if tirnre is no lnck of food), nhereA.s the 
Jeus are economically ruined everycrhere and are treated alto~ether like pnriahs. 

Conditions in the Territory Occu?ied by the Rus ~i?.ns . 

The nun:iber of Jel"s ·-ho hl've fled t o the .nart of Palrnr nccup-'aed by 
the Russia-l"ls is ver J consider;, ble, nl tho-.1~ exart figitre s , re not ;,.vnila.ble . 
The cros£ing from German into RussiM territory i, it is trne, gi.111.rded on 
both sides by military posts but it is fnirly easy to slip acros~ . The 
evidence given in other reports as to the erectinn of nssPmbly ccmns for 
ref\l.gees on the Russin:i side is not confirned oy Dr'. Rosonbl('l.tt . He is of 
the opinion thn.t the JC\'7S in :aussio..n territory hr.ve complete legal equolity 
nnd freedom of movement. Of course persons ~na ~rnups disliked p0litic~11y 
by the Russians are nlso arrested o.nd sent into the interior 0r lockeG u~ iJ 
prisons. 
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Strictly Confidential 

Letter from Richard Lichtheim. head of the Geneva 
Office to Dr. Lauterbach in Jerusalem. 

Decenber 5, 1939 

Re: Red Cross activity in Polfalld. 

From a confidential renort given by the Sr-iss delegate of the Red 
Croas, Mr. Ju.nod · ~ho ~as in Poland from Yovember 15th to November 23rd, 
the follo~ing items a.re of special interest to us. 

1. ill international bodies dealing with relief wor~: for Poland ou ht 
to know and nru.st keep in mind that the German occupied territor: of Poland 
has been divided into two districts, one forTTling no\ part of Gormany and 
the other forming the so-called 11 Goneral-go-avernment Polen". 

The frontiers of these t~o territor:ea have not yet been dofinitcl.y 
established, but apart from tho rrestcrn nart of Poland (formor provinces of 
Posen and 11estpreusson) the to 1'll of Lodz will also be incl 1ded in the Reich. 

In this an,cxud territory tho Jens are treated in the saMe way as in 
the other parts of the Reich, t hat is to say , they are outla~s, have no 
right and no possibility to roa].re a livi~ and are driven over the frontiers 
as f~r as the Gestapo is able to do so. 

In the so-called Genornlgouverncmont the c ~.~berg laws do not e.wly 
officially and Mr. Junod uas assured by the authorities thct there is no 
difference batueen the troatment of JoFS and Polos. 

But this ascu.rp11ce is untrue. We 1moP thrt Jeus 1:i the Genere.lgou­
verneJT1en t ore not e.llo·1cd to e:<erci ec all profossions, certain forms of 
trade are already forbidden to Jews and they C8!lllot dispose of their nomy 
in the banks, uhile the Poles are allo~ed to do so. 

Nevertheless there is a ccrtnin difference in the treRtMent and legal 
status of the Jens in the GcnornlJouvernoment and in t:iat pRrt of Polnnd 
which tho German regard as definitely incorporatod in the Reich. 

2. Mr. Junod confirms that the number of Jews in ~~.rsa~ is about 350,000. 
He was alloTTed to visit the Jouish q1artors and the Jewish hospitAl and he 
had a talk '11ith the :-read of the Conr'.lunity, Mr. Czornia.'!coi7. The Jo':"lish 
quarter is separated fro~ the rest of the to,vn by nire, partly by be.rbed 
uire. In the hospital there uere about 15 cnses of typhoid. From ~bat Ur. 
Czerniakon told Mr. Junod it appenrs that the Community is not in a position 
to organise any roliof "1orl.: because the funds of the Cornrm.ini ty and the money 
belonging to the individual members of the Community in the banks have been 
blocked, the only ~xcoption being au.ch sums belonging to the Community as 
uill be necessary for the Je,~ish hospital until the end of Decembor. After 
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that day money even for tho hospital must be foun from other sources end 
not from the blocked sums in the bn.~rs. 

From this report, it ould nppcP.l' tb1t tho frunouo ''Relief Committoc 11 

mentioned in previous reports nnd ncting TTith the help of tho 11Joint 11 is 
more or loss non-existent. This confirns ,·hat Dr. Rosenbln4-t told us c>.1:nut 
this Je~ish 3elicf Committee. 

3. Mr. Junod is of opinion thr.t the German authori tics t"'ould nllo~--
such relief nork ns Jer:i sh or non-Je"i sh Societies ; 1ould bo i7i 11 ing to or -
gnniso in the Gencralgouvernoment. If cnything is to be done by the Red 
Cross, then the wor= rtJUst be carried out by tho Germnn Red Cross under tho 
supervision of the international co,mittee of tho Rod Cross. For the time 
being nothing in the ~7 U!' of relief ~,or!= has boon done by tho Red Cross and 
it is doubtful if they nill come to any definite nrrnngoment 'rlith the Ger­
mc~~ authorities in the near future. 

In those territories ,-hich nre reg, rded ns -part of the Reich. no 
foreign rel· of ~ ... or'k for Jerys uill be possible, not even throu h the Rod 
Cross, even if Je•-ish OrgCL"lisntions ,;ron.ld be r1illing to orgn.."lise such relief 
~~erk, -rhich is of course very dou'!Jtful becp_uso it would riec'n sending rione y 
or clothes or medical su-pplie::. or food into Gennp.ny. 

With regard to the Genornl,£:ouvernement Ur. J'nnod is of opinion 
thrt even if JeYdsh Orgnnisntion ,:ro 1ld be , ... illing to send Money or supplies, 
this shoi1ld not a·1d could not be done, before t' si"lilnr nction is tnk:cn b·· 
some internv.tional body in favour of the no1 -Jm7ish p unlntion. This being 
the position the out loo;: for Je\7s and non•Je rn aliJre is very gloomy indeed. 

- - -



l. _ e Condition of the Jews in the Protectorate of Bohemia and :oravia. 

a) Number and Age Differentiation 

According to statistics of Jan' y l, 1939 there lived a total 
of 90,147 Jews in the 3ohemia-}(oravia Protectorate, of Mosaic and other 
persuasians. As far as could be hitherto ascertained approximately 
75,000 Jews adhere to the Je•:,ish faith, the others be:1:ng racial Jews 
as defined by the Jewish laws governing in the Protectorate. In dis­
tinction to Germany and Austria the composition of the Jot1ish popula­
tion presents a substantially favorable picture, both with respect to 
ago Rnd to occupRtional divisions. Thero are 43,849 men and 46,298 
women. Those are to be divided as follows, according to age: 

bet,eon O - 15 years .. • • • • . . . . • • • • . . . . 10,000 

9,741 

23,903 

ovor 

ti 16 - 24 yoars 

11 25 - 39 yoars 

11 40 - 60 years 

60 yoars 

. . • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • 

• • • • • • . . . . . . . . • • 

• • • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . 31,003 

• • • . . . . . . . . • • • • • .. 15,500 

90,147 

According to their occupational tr~ining there is a lRr~o numbor of 
qualifiod manual laborers, hundreds of farmers, and morche.nts RS ell 
r-1.s members of tho free professions. Put into porc.ont_ es, this moans 
that about 20% of tho Je,-fish populo.tion ,of the Protoctorate appear to 
~:>o suit od for a ma: unl lif o and t~t at loast 20-1, moro of the Jo\7ish 
populntion of the Protectorate would bo assimilated within tho labor 
systom thro ~h vocational ro-trnining. I am adducing these instances 
in ordor to omphasizo tho fact that tho quostion in tho Protoctoro.to 
is one of men who primarily do not wi$h to bocomo objects of social 
reliof but who possess tho capacity for existing as useful members of 
n working comrmmity in now countrios. 

b) Tho 1':onom~c Position of tlo Jows 

In the courso of the las~ fow months t~o oconomic condition 
of tho Jews in the Protectorate has beon radically transformod. Thousnnds 
of JoTTish omployoos w~o woro cngagod in public ontorprisos, in factories, 
ban~s, etc. wore dismissod on Sopfember 30, 1939, and only in a fraction 
of tho casos w~s t~o legally proscribod notico of dismissal given. 90% 
of thoso concernod wero obligod to leave their place of uork immediately, 
and since thon have boen rt,lorred to the support givon by tho Jowish 
community. This fact has not yot roachod its widost scopo, since tho 
groator numbenof thoso who have bocome unomployod have found lodging 
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'\nd mRintcrui.nco !lI!lO their relativos . In any cnso tao statistics 
show a suddon leap in the number of persons roporting to the public 
organiz~tions of tho corrmru.nity ns needing nasistnnco. In pnrticulnr 
t:.o condition of tho J ,Jwish merchant body h"\s bcco1;1c oxtrf\.ordinnrily 
criticnl in the lnst fmv ,·rncl-:s . Mnny busincgsos lvwo been Aryx,.nizod, 
but complic~tions of R political nature hnve nrisen uhic~ m"\kc it 
extraordinarily diff~cult to wind up business liabilities. MMY Jo~s 
:i{',VO trnnsforrod their businesses to Czoch .Aryff1 s, the Gorm~n nuthori­
tios no,.1 do not ,,ish to reco0 nize thase concludod transfers . Of courso 
t':.cy do not give the real reason, which is th2.t they do not considor 
t~10 trnnsfor of businessos to Czechs a genuino Ary'lniz .'\tion :.nd t:mt 
tho question in the PTotectornto is still ono of Gormnniznt:on, ~lso. 
Accordingly they procrastinate ,1ith nrr:/ sottlomont i:i suc,1 n \1nv th,".t 
tl:o Jcvish morc:1~nts no 101 :,-or havo tho -possibility of boil1 ; uctivo · 
in thoir ousincssos and at t:10 s~mo time are not n.lloucd to drn.TT the 
pu.rchaso prico 0: a. mL1imum incomo . As n result of t ,lis Jorrish mor­
ch~nts v~~vo in rnuny cases boon reduced to the necessity of cnlling for 
public fl.id. A b['..sic complicA.tion .:-\lso P.rises t:1ro h tho f:ict thrit in 
tho provincit:\l cc.u.to-r·~ tho· snle or cession of the undorta--ing to n. 
Gorm?.n eliminr.tes the oppo~ition of t~1u Czechs, \,hic!l in r.riny c~ses 
leads necessarily to an ,-gravo.tion of t!1e gonoral Jo,·1 sh position. 
T .,.c Jo';'.'s of tho Protectornte have come bot,rnen tno mill-sto:ios '\nd must 
conduct themselves very tnctfull:r, but in s-pito of A.11 offorts it is 
impossible in t~o long run to manoeuvor it !Uld to gunrd a ninst d~~gor­
ous tendencies in tLo various sections of the 9opulation. 

The me~bors of the liber~l professions ~~e undergoing very 
~roat difficulties in these days . '!bo lo. yers hnvo !"lot boon permitted 
to practise for quite a long ti~o nlrc~dy. The Gormn~ authoritio are 
taking cnro th'llt t:10 Jc~;ish lm'7Yors do not do tl o smnllost pioco of 
,.,ark tlk"lt mi ht produce an income. I!:1 tho Protoctornto not cvon n. 
pcrccnt~o of t:10 1...,wyors n.ro permit tod to wor.:r , ns is t.10 c:i.so in 
Gcrmnny and Austrin . 

Tho o:1ginoors h'\VO been oxcl\·.dod from tho profossion'\l ~ssocin­
tio~ nnd 1ith thnt h~vo inn practical ryay lost evory possibility of 
rnr,:ing rind onrning somot~1i:1g. 

Tho physicin..,s hnve boon co~plotoly olininetoc from t~o bonpitals 
nnd sick-chosts, but are tompornrily permittod to continue their privato 
-practico . But this sort of prossuro and anxioty mo:\ns t} ~.t ':le -::m.jority 
of Jo~ish physiciaJs ~ill hP.rdly bo in~ position to mnintBin thomsolvos . 

Toachors n-:-,d profossors hA.vo of course h oon roliovcd of t:1oir 
positions , and in ... any cases pa..~rmont of their ponsions •.-as 1ith!lold ,··ith 
roforence to their political conduct . 

Sud.-ning up 1, 1 t must be S'1.id thnt t .. 10 nur.,b or of self-su!_)port ing 
Je,;75 in tho Protectornto is diminishing dp_ily, !\nd t~ia.t social responsi­
bilities ~re increasi~g to~ degroo uhich could not be assumed even in 
t~o CR.SO of a 11GcrJDl'l.n dovolopment . 11 
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c) GorI!k1.ns. Czochs, :".nd Jo::s. 

I have ~lro~dj indicated t~1e.t tho e;onoral position of t:10 Jous 
in tho Protoctornto is assur.iing particulnrly c t~strophic forms ns ~ re­
sult of tho existing and co~stantly dotoriorating contr~dictions bctuoon 
the Gerti.l'\ns and Czochs. Tho severe German rulo a~d tho ~ope ~hich !~~s 
not boon givon up for the ro-ostnblis~lr.lont of a Czoc sto. c do not pcroit 
v.ny hopo of poacoful dovelopno~t. Cor.1plications nust be reckoned ":rith 
daily which nro bou."ld to affect t.1e futuro formv.tion of Jo···ish lif o in 
-:i. terrifying nay. ~c lntost events 1avo shor1n that tho danf?;ers for hurcm 
life is Tuch grontor than ovon tho possiMists c~r in.qgino. The Gcrnnns 
never hl'.d any corni zonco of n. c11roful progrossion n,nd today ovcr-J J ot;1 
tb.n.t establishes nny connection with the Cz.oc!rn is in danger of l1is lifo. 
Accordingly, tLo o::':icial authori t ios nro cor.sta!lt ly concornod r:i tl: l:ccp-
ine- Jo,;,s distant fro ~.ny politicnl activity nnd nro doi! g ovcrytmft. to 
prevent n'!l.Y rockloss actionG on t~o part of individUftl Jo~s. ~c ~renter 
the cconoric nocossity Rnd tPo r.oro sovore t:o prossuro tho ~ro difficult 
it is for than to fulfill t ~1!s trtsl:. 

II. Tho Cr--r.1pni~n -:'or Poland 

Evcrynhoro in tho Protoctore.to durint; t!1c '1i~h Jc"i ... _1 '!oly D.-1ys 
the Jo~s of Polish citizenship, o.nd t· ose ~ho ~ro stnto-loss t~!ro~: hu.v­
in~ boon born in Polnnd, wore o.rrosted nd ot sot froo n.{nin . A fou 
r:co1cs lator1 tl:e Jm•ish cornuni ty of 1,;oravia-Ostr :u ~ .... as roqucst nd to :,plro 
out a list of all r:i.-,.1:o Jovs botwoon 17 and 35 ~cars of ,"'O. It ,7•,s p -
ticularly emphasized t~1at all individuals capable of work qore to be 
so "."ht out. T:.rn attention of tho Jo,·isn co:-JMunity 7'\S oxpres"ly culled 
to tho f'\ct t':mt t~1e question u:,s one of A. CC:\r.l!)e.i t:;n which . as to inclu o 
all persons ro~dy to go volm tnrily to "'· re-training ~T:p. On t ·:.is 
occrsion tho Gcrr:w.n nut'1oritios indicated t~U\t l\ Jc·::ith reservation ,•ns 
to be crentod in Poln: d, nnd t._o !lotions of He.cl·sharah and a Jc:i lish St1.to 
,-;oro givor. spocio.l or.ip~sis. A few do.ys ~.ta~, r·!lon it a1:)poarod t:-o.t 
only o. fou pooplo proscntod thoosolvos volu."ltatily for ro-traini::ig , tri.o 
ro5 istrntion of nll oa.lo Jows botwoon 17 ~nd 70 years of ~o u~s ordered. 
T:~is r:ork was finished '7i thin 48 !lours, upon w:1ich, on csday, October 17, 
1939, all Jerrish non hn.d to turn up for inspoction. Evoi-1 1an d n. ruck-
s ck and a trunk with h i.'"'l. A fan Aryan physicians trrc ·o to conduct tho 
oxnminat ion. It ,;-;as announced tl at all those boin nblo to dononstrate 
n disability ru ounting to 7o% ·:ore to stop out of li:io. Tho others counted 
nutonat ilally as qualified. Tho disabled ~oro then lod before t~e Aryan 
doctors . Not ono r, s •xo.oinod, nnd their pap ors demonstrating tho dis­
Rbility were thoroughly inspoct cd. It t1n.s oxprossly announced th1.t 11~inn 
poctoris Rnd inflanntion of the lungs 7cro note cnuse of disoissnl. Tho 
qunlifiod men woro bro aht to the rnil1ny station in auto•buses and arranged 
in tho CA.rriagos. 

Tho Trip to Poland 

Tho train stfl..YOd in ~.:orav1a-Ostrnu till 't1odnesda7 evening. 'rt-lo 
trip wns bogun at h~lf past oight in tho norning. In tho first carri~~o 
there was tho directing staff, consisting of an Assistnnt Stom-Troop 
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Lendor of the SS and his ncconpanying corps. In tho second carri. o 11cro 
sat tho physicians nnd tho J O\·:i sh subsidiary d iroct ing stRff. 'Durin--- tho 
trip fron Ostrnu to Crncow nothing untoward uns to be no od. T' .... e windo1,1·s 
could bo opened nnd drinking water could bo obtained in tho stations. 
_rom Cr.fl.cow to isko ( tho plnco of dostino.tion) t!10 journey rr'l.S considor­
nbly more difficult. The windows had to rer.inin shut, it uas terribly 
close, drinking untor ~:snot obt~i.ed, and a fow rosponsiblc nonbcrs 
o~ tho JO\~ish subsidiary directing staff had to onduro some doc1dodly un­
plonsP.nt surprises on t .10 po.rt of tho directing staff. .Arter i\ t .. 1roo-
d,riy trip thoso taking pa.rt in it was unloi\dod in isko, 

Tho 3asis of Classification 

Tho 1,000 patticipo.nts in tho jour~cy wore divided into two 
groups , 550 younger □on cnpable of work wore lod off to Zn.rzeczo on t!10 
ot~or side of the Snn. 450 old l'.?ld d i snblod. MOj uore led off to tho vil­
l age of Piszniza u.~dor oscort of t~o guard. Zarzoczo is a sr-~11 villngo 
in 1/_ich 'o/ JeHis .. fnnilics live. Ou6sidc of the villngo in "- lnrgc ftold 
t .1e 450 p ooplo C'"'.DO to a stopl t.1i;oug 1out t .. 10 \7holo region only 3 ponsf'nt 
~1uts wore to bo soon. The guard rm.s sottlod in t.10 bn.r.1 of ono of t'-. c~o 
.1uts, nnd the doctors in Mother barn. Tho rOCL...-..inin people wore dr'\un 
up in forn:ition and rocoivod instructions to bcgi~ t10 building of barracks 
undor tho direction of Jewish onginoors. In spite of ~11 fotiguo, in spito 
of t .. . o pouring rn.in, a:-id in spit a of technicnl ignorrinco tho Je s bcl;nll 
tl~oir uork. Thoy spont tho night in t ho open. T:iey . nd to spend throo 
nigh ts v:i thout n roof ovor t~10ir 1 ends or u floor bonoat_ their foot. 
In tho intervals t,1e Jews had set up yrovisionnl bnrrncks nnd to somo 
oxtont attomptod to fit thOI:l for habitation, so thnt trro VTooks lntor, 
staying ovornight in tho barracks ,vas ondurablo, o7on tho 1 1 t w~s com­
plotoly impossible to undress. Only throe t1ooks later wore gu..,,_rd-bods 
sot 'l:.p in tho barracks nnd stoves lightod, so t!!'lt 1 t ni.s t}i.on poss iblo 
to inhabit tho . o. ln front-line soldiery. Tho 0\7s rocoivo no coupcnsa­
tion of nny sort for thoir t1ork. Thoy food thor:.solvc3 out of the provi­
sions brought along fror.i Ostrau ond to a s11 t oxtont from t ho rovonuo 
of tJ-.e physicians. T;1ore is a quit o spocin.1 signific,'1nco at tachod to 
tl~o prosonco of t~o doctors, since they a.re of t o gr on.test import nco 
for tho muintonance of tho pooplo nnd 1lso boc..'1.use thoy n.lonc wore i n n 
9os ition to iMprove rolations a little uith the Polish population. 

Tho 550 Jows in Piszniczo nssanblod in t:10 Jewish syn o;uo. 
10 populn.tion of Pisznicza is rockonod nt 2,800, of whom 3 to 400 nre 

Jo··;s . During tho night t 10 Jaws ,voro attn.eked by Polish gn~f;s , f'nd ono 
Jot, r:ns killod, nnothor sovorely woundod, and all tho others rrnro coi:l­
plotoly plundorod under tL1a thront of violonco. In t:10 snmo night ono 
- roup fled touards Ull&-ov, n second group got lost and cnno to t:10 s\'.1ru:roy 
e1~tion noar XTa.snik, n third spont the night in t~1e \7oods n.nd t, .o ro­
nnind6r wns put up by t_e Jevs in Pisznicza. 

Two d!"\./S e.ftor t 10 n.rrivA.l of tno Ostrau tr~nsport-trn.in tTTo 
nou transports arrivod in ?,:isko, these from Vionn.t\ and Kattovitz. • On ·t~lO 
11.st nnriai transport t~ oro woro also 12 small cLildr<m. Of tho 1,000 
Vion .. oso thoro romninod in tho :inrr,".ck-cor.ip 97 profossionnl l'!'lon, of those 
fror Ko.ttovit7l a.pproxiMtoly 50; tho rest ,1oro lod off to P1szniczn n ·.1n. 
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Altogether in the :irst 14 dt,cys, 1980 people came from the Pro­
tectorate, a little more thflll 2,000 from Vienna and the samo number from 
Kattovitz . 

Since the further mi·ration of the Jews to Yaroczin, Hrubyeszov, 
Lubartov, Yanov etc. \VA.S o.ccompa.niod by danger to life (bot ween 12 and 
16 dead had already boon counted) t~o Jaws decided to ranch nn undorstnnd­
ing ~ith tho Polish burgomasters and clergy. ]or this it bocruno ovidont 
th~t t~:.o p..1ysicians could bo of gro1\t sorvico in ro~cl inr; t _is undorst:i.nd­
in~ betirnon tho Jaws and Poles . Throughout tho who lo region opidomic ill­
nesses wore ra.ging, such ~s cholera, typhoid, dysontory, otc. ~nd with 
tho except ion of Yonov noi thor n doctor nor an apothocarjr can bo found 
any,vhoro , so t:1/\t tho ponu ln.tion is completely helpless •1ith rospoct to 
hygiene. A vory sl::illful Jo rish doctor from Vicnn') w::-.o cn.n spcnk Polish 
uont to tho villP.go mn.gistrnto in Pisznicz'"l., w...1ich seemed to bo tho c enter 
of t:·w robbor-bn.nds, and m£1.do t,10 s gostions: 1) A. hosr,it'll should be 
sot up in Pisznicz~ so th.~t tho inhnoitnnts may bo hnndlod ~rntis 'Uld re­
coivo modicinos s rntis . 2) A body for solf-dofonso is to be org~nizcd br 
tho oommunity r,hoso cxponsos will b0 met by tho Jo:s . tJ:llno roquirod money 

t'\.S to bo colloctod in such a 1.1ny th'lt the Jaws irom Pisznicz'\ ucro to 
bring h~lf, and the Jo~/S TT>.o bnd rai~rRtod t1oro to mnl:o up tho rest out of 
tho mouns thoy, nd brou ->i.1t ,-;ith them. Ev0ry trn:-isportoo ht'\d boon pcnnittod 
to t~co alonf; 600 zlotys uith him to isko . 

Both s~estions wcro ·;;oll rocoivcd. ~io hospit11l w:1.s sot up 
immedifltely in a pop_snnt-hut and llnd numerous pntionts. Tho Polish gunrds 
bcg'l.n to function nnd unc!.ortook to conduct tho Jews furt!1or on, but it is 
truo tl~'"l.t tho first division underuont n vary bittor oxporionce; not only 
~oro tho Polish bnndi ts p .id for their oscort ~Jut they lod tho Jews direct­
ly into tho mid!lo of the swrunt, complotoly pillngod them, nnd thon loft 
t!lom to tr.oir fate. Tb.is oup lll'.d to list 6 do d . After t_1is tho Jo--rn 
decided to orgn:1izo their orm solf-dofonso . A numbor of younger mon 
A.ccompnnicd by doctors b , .. gan to winder from villn.e:;o to villne;o, loo!dne; 
for sick pooplc !'ld. brin,,ing them modicnl n.id, '\nd i. t,'.is ·1ny ostl'l.bli..,hod 
better rol'\tio:is .11t_1 t·~o Polish populn.tion; in ovor7 :1l~co n fo . Jo•-rs 
romai:1ed r.ho undertook to divide up Rrrivi~ ~roups n~ong tho difforont 
vill1gos :-.nd uarn t.1cm of d.'lngor in :imo. Ti:l'J visits to tho vill'\gos 
uoro mr1.do n.ccora ing to plnn nnd then nl -:o.ys L1 tho dj.roction of tho Russ inn 
border. :Eosides Pisznicza. hospi tfl.ls roro P.lso eot up in tnl~"'lOV ri.nd 
Y'\roczin, and ono or trio doctors ucro sent to othc.,r pl'\cos. And nm· for 
tJo first timo it hnd bocono possible to p~ss bv tho vill os uith rol~tivo 
socuri ty, to buy tho nocossi tios of lifo nnd to ro"\ch t::o bound,'1.ry of 
Russi'\n intorosts. Of tho 6,000 JoJs nbout 3-} -4, 000 wont to Russin in 
tho first month. 

Tlio roprosontn.tives of tho communities uoro COIPl, issionod by t__c 
directing stnff to go i·1to the villngos n:-id find qunrtors ... or t~1c Jews, 
They Tiero givon 1:-istructions to conduct t~omsolvos, s inconspicuously ~s 
possi~lo nnd not to crcnto nn unplonsant inprossion on tho nuthorities, 
But t~eso man proved to bo very cl'UI!lsy .rind only o. fon dnys p_ftor thoir 
dopnrtu.ro fro~ t10 bnrrnck-CaI!iJ? uoro sot upon by Gorr.irm soldiors ~nd 
nrrosted. Thay croro t .. 1on brought before t!io··l\!)propril\to provincif'l.l 
, dninistrntor . When quostionod o.bout their 1.ctivi tios thoy doclnrod t:~1.t 
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t':ey had a conm.ir.sion from the proper aut_1orities of the Gorr.,an police 
to l~ok for Jei."ish qun.rtors in tho district between tho rivers S'\ , 
Vistula, and Bug ,11hich uoro to bo sot '"!.side ::1.s n Jo'iish rcsorv['.tion. 
The district adninistrntor showed hi~solf to be complotoly uninforncd 
nnd disnissed tr.a non with instructions to go to Lublin And pro ent 
nhonselves t:1ere to the Chiof of Police. In Lublin there took pl.-,ce 
~- conferenco of district o.dr.iinistrators at uhich it turned out t·_at 
no one h~.d t!1e slightest notion concerning the wholo rosottlernont c::un­
paign. T1:ereupon the cr.:ief of Police rrent to Lodz to the brigndo-leador, 
CclT.10 bnck a few dr~ys lntor and gave tho Jons instructions to travel 
bnck to the car.rp nnd discontinue all work, because the furt~er influx 
of Jer•s into Polnnd !1an boon rigorously prohibi tod. Tho gontlcr.1on fro□ 
the conr:runity council returned to ?J:t.rzoczu, whore they were officially 
informed thnt for t~o ti~e bei:,g, till February 1, 1940,tho re-sottlo­
□ont r.iovot!lent of Jo\/s from onany to Poland wns tomporarily intorruptcd. 

Since thon the Jews have continuEn their r:ork in building per­
manent barracks ~nd in repatring t:1~ bridges over tho Snn, .\S before 
tr.oy nre not ~ci.~ pnid. 'fuey are livin6 on gifts sont thorn fron 0strnu 
with the pernission of the authorities, and on the provisions voluntarily 
given by the vill e population to the doctors for thoir services . The 
camp nlso is to underto.ka the co.re of tho Jo•·.•s wl~o have beon assonbling 
in front of a doctor or around the hospital in the vnrious villages . 

700 people ere settled in an 'lssenbli canp in Or.t..'ts; __ off 
Lu:elski. They are u.~der tho supervision of tho S.S. Tho tront□ont 
is not bnd, cornpciro.tively, but ns against t~ at, t!10 food 1s o.bor::iinable. 
It is not permitted to send t;1ose Jerrs provisions, cornrru.nicabion r.ith 
the barrack-ca":lp in Zorzeczo. is forbidden n:id th6re are no doctors pre­
sent, so that 700 pooplo are literally ~eing given ovor to death fro . 
hm er .. .\n attonpt to bring help to thEl!l thro h tho .Anoric~n Red Cross 
Fn.s unsuccossful . m1oreas oo.il has boon received A.t ~'!ono fro□ t}:o other 
Jo,-:-s, e_lready t:1c Jo..-;s in the Toriashoff canp cru:not ~ivo t'1oir relntives 
any inforr-1ation. I f n change does not tnlco pl~.co s~ortly in t_10s0 ri 
orous moasuros ttose 700 Jews crust be considered ~s lost. 

6,000 Jows hnva lived t~rough tho rosottlcncnt movomcnt in 
PolPnd. '!heir '7ives and c'1ildren are still in tho Protlctorn.to nnd in 
Austria, whero thoy can livo only uith coCIITUllity assistance. The pronorty 
of tho Jeus w~o havo boen deported was confiscated and lnid to the ncco,mt 
of 11 tho Jenish connunity at tho disposal of th0 secret police" . It is 
cloar that in reality tho Jewish cor.mru..11i ty has not even n penny at its 
disposal. 

It is not possible in a. report w:.!ich is to givo the ff\ct to 'ive 
an account of tho pain, nisery and despair of thousands of people. No one 
' ·ill ever forget the scene that ,-,as to bo witnossod in 0strnu. ~ .ousands 
of Czochs ~d Gorman women stood in the streets and wept like soall c.1ild­
ron . Deeply engraved on one 1s memory there uill r8Dllin tbo first burial 
in t~e wilderness, of Aa~dl, a Jew from 0strnu, Anc nono of this has 
ondod yot; the Jaus of the Protoctorate are threatened with catPstrophe 
to o.n extent never before experience~, tll\less the atter.1pt is !"!ld!·e t~iro h 
increased emigration to prevont the continuation of this crunpnign. 
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III. Our Suggestions for :Bhigration 

The □o~bors of the subsidinry d iroctint; stnff for tr~nsport 
~ho hnve returned fron Polnnd ho.vo received tho followil'l.{; instructions 
fror- tho Chiof of the SS: 

As R consoquonco of othor inportnnt TTOrk t~o 
ro-sottloMont movomont is to bo introrrupted 
until tho ond of Janu~y 1940. It is to be 
soon to, that at least 6,000 Jo\1s leave the 
Protectorate in the T!lonths of Movor.1ber, 
December,and January. j'rom tho first of 
Fobrunry on tho J o•.1s nho have rer.iained 1ill 
'be shipr:,ed off to Poland 1,000 at ~ tir.1e, 
and th~t at a ~eekly rate of 4,000, of u1ich 
3,000 will be froT!l Prague and 1,000 from tho 
,rovincos. Since thoro seans to bo little 
inclination for enigration obsorvablo in tho 
Protectorate n series of nonsures is to be 
i.&pplied by tho SS \7> .. ic:1 a~1poo.r suit od for 
creating a.~ appropriate mood. 

Those instructions 'Voro given in ultir:i.n.tura forr:;, !"Ind t.10 Jc· ·•ish 
represontatives ~nd to ~ive ~ nnswor within a qunrtor of an hour ~s to 
v:hot er they thou.~ht they could roac11 tl1e a.bove--1ontioned figures, "inco 
ot!1ornise tho Cent ral hecutivo for Jc,·ish en1n-r1ltion noul d be shu'!: down 
irm:'!.odiately. The Je~ish representatives thon obs0rvcd that a~ i~crc~sc 
in emigration in the prescribed sense u~s hardly possi1lo. T:1f;Y indicR­
ted furthor that it really was n matt er of somo ind ifforonco ·.1hot=1.er 
90,000 or 84,000 ,vcre OVl'lcuo.tod into Poln.nd. In tl'.'.o courso of tl~.c 
convorsntions it turnod out that tho SS 1~d conducted tho Polish movo-
:ont Md was plMning to continue it on 1 ts own responsibility nnd with­

out t~e knowlodgo of tho central authoritios. It bocnmo cloar to t:10 
JcHisl1 representatives that an increase in the .. crmnl eniITo.tion would 
represent a retrea.t-oncountor of tho SS, ti1ich hns boon violently attn.c -:ed 
f ro~ difforont sides, chiefly by the nilitnry authorit ies. ~o are under 
tho impression thnt an increase of tho or.igration i nto neutrnl countries 
will g ive the SS the chnnce to stop tlle re-settlement campaign uithout 
any loss of prestige. But at the snmo tine \78 nro firmly convinced t!:.at 
Uour chief" uill not be a.ble to rest a moment without continuing his \'!Or e 
of destruction if we do not succeed in incrensin t~e e□i~ration to t~e 
extant required of us. Tll:3 Jewish reprosontntives ~10.ve considorod it 
their duty to givo a positive answer, nnd ~ust nou oxort all their ener­
gios in ardor to fulfill it m. th the help of the intorn-itionA.l Jo·.1ish 
reliof orgnnizntions. It is clonr to us th.Rt nny ot~or ~nswor would have 
led to a po ron such as the Protectore.te hns never hnd. 

For tho s ko of a oore detailed bnc round I should li~c to s~y 
somothing about tho "Central Exocu1'1vo11 for Jewish emigrA.tion, before 
giving our sug6 est1ons for or.iigr tion. This Central Executive is tl~e 
"origino.l cren.t ion of our chief. 11 The Jews nro compellod to portrf'.y the 
good deeds of t~1is Centr~l Exocuti ve in every roport. '!111i s Cont r~.1 Exec­
utive nakes any direct intercourso botwoen tho Jo s nnd tho "\.uthoritios 
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absolutoly i~possiblo. A Jo~1 nover hl\s any opportunity of brin,1;in0 in ... is 
roquost l?Orsonally or of giving !1is a?peal any ftru.ndo.t ion ci thor orally or 
in writing. All petitious nust be givon in by h im to the 6ontrnl Exocu.tivo, 
.hic~1 is nn office of tho SS, w:10re lo can merely give 'Jriof replies to 
questions and not!1ing .. ore. The Central Executive suporvisos the ::>.ctivities 
of t ::e Jc -.ish orgnnizntions, Givos th0r.1 i'!lstructions for current work r-.nd 
cst,.11lishos tho sa.laries of tho officinls. The Jowis~ or._,.aniza ions a.re 
tJ10 internodiA.rios botueen t~e Jowish petitioners and tho Central :!!1xecutivo. 
Ev e;ry Jo""'ish e:r1igr~nt nust 1::md in to tho Central :EJ~-vcut ivo 18 question 
sheets ~nd put in a roquost for a passport as well ns for a transit ?Cr~it . 
It goos without sn.ying tl~,.t all possessions nust pr.oviously iavo b0on trruis­
forrcd to Ar7ans a:id thnt nll foes, which r:i~-::e up a.'bout a t!:ird of t,:o tot:il 
possess ions, must bo paid. I~ a Jew recoives a tr~nsit pornit JO~ he must 
leave t:_o territory of the Protectorate fro:.1 within 0:10 wonk to 30 days at 
t~1e nost ; otherwise he will Je b rought to a "stopping over Cc\.i:tp 11 li -:e Dachau 
or Buc:1en • ald • 

.Accordir._;1:,, in ord Jr to realize t:1e pro0 ra"':l of onisrnt ion, 150 
?oo::,le daily nust t)Ven now 1Jr,.n?; in thoir requosts to t __ e Cont rn.l 3:x:ocutive, 
Rnd t~_ese then will .1ave to luave t. o Protectorate y t.10 enc. of econ or 
and t~:o bog inni r of Jnnua.r.,r. ~o aro grer.tly concerned RS to .,bct:.--.cr it 
nill 1-- e possi'Jlo to o'Jtnin an cP.1.igration visn for tr..0s0 people. Evorr;t,1.ing 
r.mst bo done in order to holp then, if thousands of Jo~·s nro not to jo 
plungt::d into tho r:i.ost torri'Jlc nisfortunes . 

a) Qhildron us Guests 

Jewish children AXO our groatost concorn. 10,000 Joryish children 
live in t.10 Protectorate u}:o □ust unconditionally 1Jo ~1clpod. . e question 
is prinar111 • one of children w:10s e fatl:ors ::i.ave been sent off to Polmd. 
In Moravia-0strnu a.lono t~1ere are 225 cr_ildre uho r:ru.st bf:J}providod for 
bocause their fathers ::\re in Poland. A second 0 roup of childron are t :1ose 
P:1ose fathers hove nndo a to.l"!JPorary sojourn in the K. z. A third group 1'\.re 
the c~~ i ldren of thoso i7i t:1out a stat o, wl o so fnthers 1avo been int ornod. 
Theso c:'.-.. ildred nay dofinitoly be looked upon as orphn.ns. A ftro.rth group 
are the er ildren of such perso:1s as havo a.ffida.vi ts t_1~t ui 11 ._ot ,Jeco;J.e 
vnlid ur1til lator. .-Ul t!'le c:~ildron are uaitin ;11th longin6 for the help 
of Jo,,s thro hout tho world. \1o are accordingly A.ppon.linO' to nll Jm;ish 
or0 '\niz:'l.tions iTJ1T1cdintoly to na!-:o every offort to bri. g t:1ousn.nds of Joryish 
children fron tho Protoctorato into neutral forois- Every Jocrish 
fn..'nily s._ould accept one c.1ild! 

b) Erotz-Isrr\ol 

:ocnuso of tho w1ll-.mo,·.n friondliness to Pa.lestino of Jewry in 
tho Protectorate it 1s natural for tho~sands of Je~s to oe ~~itin~ 1itb long­
i ng for the possi ili ty of an Al iytib. \'10 ,.rish to repron.ch no one, ')ut ,.o 
must a-1pcal to all rosponsible authorities that far moro attention be pA.id 
tho.n ½afore to tho requests of the Protectorate. It is still not too late; 
,. e st1· ... 1 can and r,ust bo helpedl 
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c) Bol i vin. 

, ... 

Tho prosc~t situation in the Protoctor~tc conpolls us ~lso to 
consider possibilities of onigrntion thnt • ·c ~·irwo previously ignored :or 
various ran.sons. Tho Bo 1 i vin pl -in b0lo?1gs hero. Thero is :i.lron.dy P.n n. ~roo­
I;'lont 'lt r..nnd r.m.do out by tho Bolivi'ln c.;ovornoont, accordin0 to '7hic~ 4,800 
vis"s oro supposed to be rosorvod for Granter Gcrnany. ~1is l)lan s}·_ould 1,o 
1 '\id ')oforo tho Joj nt for inspoction. ~7e bog that t._is project 'Jc ox~inod 
:,,nci n:JP ovod ,--1t~out C\ny dolo.:,r. e request a.."l appropriA.to shnro for t:10 

Protoctoro.to which socr:s n.11 tJ,.O r-oro justified ocauso of our ~1nving t~.10 

roquisito hunan natorial. '10 still have e. Hnchs~1o.roh. of nora thnn 1,000 
pooplo, of which 600 n.ro ~n a~ricultura.l occupn.tions E\nd E\:'Out 4 to 500 
in vrsious re-training coursos. Bosidos t hat wo havo roro th'Ul 300 qunlifiod 
f ,'1.rmers fron tho Sudotn.n Gormnn r66ion, w:10 \1oro con-polled to leavo t:ic1r 
l:1r6 0 ri.nd small :holdings t!1nt they usod to uork th0r.1solves. \1e request 
t~1nt everything lro undertnk:en inncdia.tely so t'.r..A.t n.s l:-,,r6e .a • nur:\1)or of 
Jeus •'"-§ possf)le co.n ha1d in their QCin.;rntion doc:uoents at once to the 
Ce~tr~l Executive in Prgguo. 

d) Th.a Phil1npines. 

We have learnod fron tho !tr orican CO!lB-al in Pr" ~ e t>nt possP)i­
li tios of iC11:16ration into the P~1ili11pinos of young pooplo bot.-,oon 18 nnd 
27 yc~.rs of ago □ey bo obtainod . :lo ur&ontly roquost t~.at tb.is projoct 1.lso 

o o:wn inod without dolny f\nd t hat evoryt::its , o dona i!1 t?--.is TT'\Y ns ·:toll 
to nolp rany Jor,s by !'!laking avnilP.~J l0 r1onoy and vis.as . 

o) Renownl of Expired Visns 

A considorn.'Llo nurf)or of Jo 1s aro in !)0ssession of pemits for 
E"l0 l ~nd nnd other i.,-,if;rntion perr1its for t:10 colonies and doninio:is of 
Grertt Britain. If t _ ooo visA.s could bo renoi7od Jnmdrods of Jons ,7ould ,)e 
'1olpod . In that Cf\SO i uoulc' ~lc'\VO to be seen to th~t "- transit porr.~i t bo 
Givon for n noutrnl stnte, from hate the journey to tho country of octina­
tion could tnko plnco. 

'\Yo b oliovo that our report shoTTs t he necess ity of n roliof cn.":pni ;n 
o:-i bronc1 linos . Tho fnto of tens of t ousnndo of J ws in t'10 Protectornto 
no,7 rests on tho s!lou.ldors of ~7orld Jo-r-ry. I f wo n.re abo.nr. onod y t!1c J c::­
ish relief orgnniao.tions , if our cry for help, n.; ~inst our oxpoct4tions , 
rin; s out unhoo.rd, t~1on 90,000 Jews uill bo dolivorod up to cntRstrop'!~o 1t 

Our faith that ..,rou nill : olp us is firo . 11e 1mni t your answor 
1.nd your action! It is up to you to shiold tho Jo-r;;s of t:10 Protectorate 
from t ~o doopost dos~~ir! 

Tnko co.re of imigrntion visas and certificntos. do-,iso 1:1et~1ods 
of obtaining nonoy , nnd novor forgot t!1e Jowish c~lildron in tho Protoctor~to! 

I 
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FROII: SAJIUEL CAPLAX 

December 18,1919 

Attached herewith is a copy- or tae minutes or the last meeting 
of the Emergency- Coamittee. 

Also attached is copy- of a cable received today fro■ Dr.Weizmann. 
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Decnber 16 119S9 

1'LYIIG 1ROII LISBOI TWEfti SEVENTH PLEASE IDORJI JACOBS HEITER KARPP 

CABLED .lDLIR RmilDS ALL 
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MINUTES OF EMERGENCY COMMITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS HELD ON WEDI-JESDAY, 
DECEMBER 2?, 1939, at 4 P.M. AT TEE ZOA OFFICE, 111 FIFTH AV'timJE, NEW YORK CITY 

PRESENT: 

Solomon Goldman ~residing; Gedaliah Bublic~, Hayirn Greenberg, Louis 
Lipsky, l/u-s. David de Sola Pool, Hrs. Bertha Schoolman, Robert Szold. 

Kurt Blumenfeld, Josef Col~1, Eliahu Golomb, Georg Landauer, Arthur 
Lourie, Henry Montor, Morris Margulies, by invitation. 

Samu.el Caplan, secretary 

Minutes of the previo~s meeting as circulated were approved. 

IUVITATION TC DR. t.VEIZMANN TO .ADJRESS CORNELL UNIVERSITY: 

Dr. Gold.man reported that e.n official invitation had been extended t9 
Dr. ~eizrna.nn by Cornell University to speak at the University during the 
month of February or March on either a scientific or a olitical subject. 

It was the consensus of opinion that the invitation should be accepted 
by the Emergency Committee but that it should be left to Dr. Weizmann to 
make final decision. 

REPRESENTATIVE TO LITnUANIA: 

Dr. Gold.man read an excerpt of a letter he had received from Mr. Isaac 
Gruenbaum, requestinf; the Emergency Committee, on behalf of the Executive, 
to send an American citizen to Lithuania for organizational work, contact 
with refugees, etc., inasmuch as they had been experiencing difficulty in 
establishing contact with Lithuania. 

On motion of Mr. Lipsky, it was decided to send a cable to Geneva asking 
for advice in this matter. 

REPRESENTATIVE FOR CEUTRAL JUID SO U'rH AMER I CA: 

Dr. Goldman renorted on an interview whic1 he and Y~. Caplan had had with 
Mr. John Hezekiah Levy, who had been recommended by Mrs. Pool for the position 
of representative in South America. He stated that Mr. Levy had rrade a favor­
able impression and seemed to ?Ossess the necessary qualifications for the 
position. 

Dr. Goldman added that it was the intention to engage Mr. Levr for a 
period of from three to six months, during whicl: time he would visit the 
major communities in Central and South America and be expected to ma.ke sur­
veys of Jewish conditions, organize Zionist societies, shekel campaigns, etc. 

It was decided that the chairman be empowered to engage Mr. Lovy for this 
work for a period of not more than six months. 
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BUDGET : 

Tho sec re tar:· submit tcd tho fol lowing ten t11. ti vc budg t for the 
oper t i ons of the Dnergcncy Corrrnittoc fc,r the six-month period from 
JanU!lry 1 to June 30 , 19 : 

EST!f TED 3UDGET EMERGENCY COMHITTSE 

FO:a 6-V!r :1.ri.s I PERI OD 

JANU~Y 1 - JUNE 30 - 1940 

Office Rent 

Secretary-Stenographer 

Cleric:-~l Assist~nco, Book}::ecping 

Cables , t olograrns, postngo 

Printing St.'\ tionP-ry, Supy,l ios 

Travelling 

Washington Burc11u 

Buro11u for Zionist We rk :tmong Ger . n 
Rcf'U6ccs 

Aci:.i vi ti.~s i.1 Contrt-1 nnd South 

Alex:"\ 1dcr E:\ stcrman 
(Totul Aunro~ri ~tion) ... ~ 

Dr . ieizm:mn' s Rcct,ption 

cri a 

1) ~cw York meeting ctropoli~~n Opera 
House 

2) Sccrot~ry for Dr . W. 
(for 3 months) 

3) Hotel Rentals for other meetings 
in How York 

$ ?40. 00 

600,00 

350, 00 

1 , 500 . 00 

6,0G0 . 00 

1 , 500 ,00 

3 , 750 . 00 

1,000 . 00 

2 , 000 . 00 

o. 0 

~?00 00 

TOTAL ....... $ 20 , 800. G 



-. 
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Mrs. Schoolm"l.n suggested that t'l:c bud.{;ot should be di vidcd intc two 

p:irts: (a) administrAtive ·and (b) emergency needs • 

.'r. Szold st3.ted th~.t , as tro:1surer of tho Emcrgcnc.,r Commi tte a , he must 
have specific ~uthorizntion in the minutes for every item of expendituro. Re 
felt also tr~t ~11 CA'J;)endituros should be ap~roved by nnother member of the 
Committee. With r egard to tho Washington :Bure"\U he str:.ted thrtt t~10 Committee 
should vote a specific amount to be given to the Bureau roch month in accor­
dgnce with a budget to bo submitted to tho Committoe. 

Reporting on~ meeting of the Eavnomic Sub-Curnmitt ce with Dr. L~nd~uer, 
Mr. Szold said th:.t it was decided th~t for the committee to fu..~ction pro­
perly it would be .ecoss.'.lry to engage a sccret.2r ;'.l on u p1.rt-tirne b:'1.sis ~u:d a 
stenographer. Tt.e comoittee proposed to cng,ge Ur. Maurice Boukstein ns the 
secret~ry ut a salnry of $50 per week. Mr. Szold osti~qted th~t tho work 
of the EcDnomic Committee would require 8.11 expenditure of at 10.n.st $3,000 for 
the next six months. 

On motion of Mr. Lipsky, whicl1 ''IUS ado-pted, a.11 t:ic i tcl'!ls specified in 
the proposed budget ~er .. ) adopted with t~~o follor:L 6 executions : 

(a) thnt t}:e expense of tho Economic Cornrn.itt cc be specified in tho 
budget as $3,000. 

(b) th~t the c::no: se of the Washington Burc~u be covered by t~e EMer­
gl1ncy Conni ttee monthly , in :-:tccordo.ncc vi t:-. the bud.get sub:ni ttcd 
by tht) Washil'l6ton :Sure:i.u. 

It was furtnt~ r n~oved nd c:irricd t_1,.t the trcnsuror be :iut!lorized to 
sign c~ec:!.<.:s coveri:1g cxpendi turos incl udl3d in the budget. 

PARTICIPATION OF OTHER P.A~IES IM TFCE BUDGET : 

Reference r.as mac:l.c to 1 p rl3vious decision requesting Zionist -onrtics 
engaged in Pal jS tine fu."ld-rai sing to make :1 con tri butim to;-,arri t:ie CJ•:penses 
of tho Emerbency Comni ttee. Dr. Goldill'l.n pointed out th.1.t t:1.e pre~ai.it budgut 
wns only t o~~ t1. ti vu and r,)prcsentcd the oxpondi ture reouircd o. t the bcgin..iinc 
of thl3 work a:1d tha t in q_ll probnbili t.,r the Corn.mi ttee i::oula. be c~lled upon 
sb.ortly to increase the '.lf.lOunt of the budget. He proposed t'· rtt F.nd.H.ss::-.h nnd 
Poale Zion should c.e;ree to pay an anount to the Emergency Comr11i ttec b"l.sod on 
a percentage of the money raised by their respective organizations duri~ tie 
year. 

Mrs. Pool observed tr..at the amo"\lllts r aised by !l~d~ss~h were ent in 
t:1eir entirety to Palestino and no p0rtion of the money rnised by H!'."'l.dasso.h 
could be allocated for another purpb&e. 

. 
v~. Greenberg approved in principle the suggestion made by Dr. Goldman 

aJd st~ted that h e would bring the rotter before his orgruiiz . tion for action. 

It was decided that the Emergency Comraitteo request the financi~l p~r­
ticip~t ion in its ~ork of those org~nizations ou~side of the UPA who nre 
collecting funds for Palestine and that a committee be npnointed t o tRkc up 
this rra t ter with E.1.dn.ssnh a.nd the Gewerksch9.ften. 
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W.ASE:II,;GTO :r BUREAU : 

It \7as suggested by Mrs. Schoolm'ln tba t the Was~1inet"n Bur~~u be reoue~ted 
ta submit a report of its activities to t~e P}1orgency Committee. 

Reference was r.i.a.de t o t:1e fact t':l,.~t some Zionist grou-;_)s in the country 
~ere not clear as to whether the Washington '3ureau is an offici~l Zionist . 
A(;8ncy and it was suggested th!\t t !:.e let terhc11.d of the Wns~1ington Bureau bc~r 
the statement "Wns::.iri..gton Office - Emergency Cor:lMittec for Zionist .,.\ff~irs. 11 

AlABRIC .• nr PALESTI1'J""E FUIID INC. : 

Dr. Goldmo.n called '1.ttcnticn t o t~1e form-~tion '~• f o::i body Cr.\lled t rn At:\cric-i.n 
Pa lestine Fund Inc., \7hich l:1s for its pu.r-nose tLc r~i~irli-_; a11d distribution 
of funds to '3.bout 70 institutions in f".lestinc whicr:. 3.re soliciting rnoniPs 
in t:1e United States. T}:lis organiz-ition, le :idded , md '11)1'.llied to the UJA 
for nn ~lloc:ition 0f $400 , 000 in 19.t!-O. Mr . Edm1rd l:Torm,';l.:1 is listed as c1~'1.ir­
ma.n of tilis organi z:.1. tion. 

Mr. Szold stated th:it Mr . .1: orrro.n J:1d S!)Oken to ;'lim a.bout t.:is org3.niz.qtion 
a11d whil o he deelinod to -1cc,Jpt r.,.enborship , he felt t)w.t t:ierc was ncrit in 
the idea. of coordine. ting and budt;oting the nct3c.s 0f t'.o vo.ri ous Pa les tini::-.1.n 
ins ti tut ions v,hich arc not rcpresen tcd in the UJA. He enn:1.-1.s i zed, rowevcr, 
that the A.r:ierican Palestin\1 Fund Ollt:fht to r;:,.ise t:_e rcc,u.ircd r.10.ni cs from 
private sources withcut going to tho UJ.A. 

Mr. Montor cbserved t!1D.t the Ar.ierican Pelesti·1e Fund, in t}~e forr." ir~ ~f1ich 
it had been launched and en the b1.si s of t:10 broad uo,1crs c0nf erred upon it 
by its charter, canst ituted a menace end9_::.•Pcring t11c V1orl-:: of tho KH and the KK 
in this COUJltry. 

Mr. Lipsky stated th::it the idc~ involved in t:10 Aneric '"l.n Pal 1stino Fund }:lfl.d 
ori&inally been broacl'~ed by Mr. Ed,.-,ard Warburg but !le fcl t th~t the n4rne nnd 
the form of the ore~nizn tion vmre e:it irely different from th.I) origin'll pl ""r..• 
He s~gested t::n t n:1 effort b~ made to persuade tl·.e sponsors not to use t~1e 
nar.10 of ~er\c;un Palestine Fund, whic:1 is I!l.U.Ch too sir:iilar to t _o n,.rnns of the 
present .r-Afircf-'t&fsing :-.ge .. 1cios. 

Dr. Landauer stated t:i.~t he had also .nd a corversation ,nit~ Mr. ornan who 
hnd given hia the iapre ssion that the purpose of the orgq,nization was to f ive 
subsidies to educ~tional and cultur~l organizations of all kinds. Dr. _Land~uer 
pointed c-ut that the re are a nunber of Palestine institutions not being su-p­
ported by tao Jewish Agency and they flrc applying in America f or funds . If 
suc~1 an institution were establis:ied ile!"e , it ni5:-it obtJ.in som~ backing from 
Po.lestine. He felt t:1'\. t if t}1e r:ioney were raised in such a W0Y A.S not to 
interfere with t~e UJA c~mpaign, t 11ere should be no objection. However, 
befor~ giving thcri any cooperJ:1.tion, l1e considered it necessar:, to mke t1e 
followiDt:; stipulations: . 

1 . Change of ~me. 
2, No i:r. sti tution v1hich is in the budget of t:10 Jerds 1 Agenc:, tc: bo 

included. 
3, They must cooperate with the Jewish Agency and not to apply to 

Welfare Funds or t ~e UJA. 
4. They are t ~ 3.pply fo:r fu11ds only to privnto individuals. 
5, T!ley must be represented in P~lestine by an uthority ~pprovod by 

the Jewish Agency. 
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It \'las the consansus of opinion th.."\t a cor,rnittee be ~".med to consult with 
Mr. Normu-.. on t::c bnsis of the discussion held. 

FE.A.TUR:; SERVIC~ FOR .ANGLO-JEWISH ?RESS: 

Dr. Goldr:1.r,_n pcinted out that t~.e A.nglo-Jc\':isl· press l:ns been practically 
closed to Zionist sources of inforn'-'1.t ion by re!l.scn of t~1e fn.ct t!'l/\t t_ e exist­
ing news 'lild fe'l.ture 'lr::;e:icies, w!'lici: .::i.re net pqrticulnrly Zionistic, ha.vc a 
~onopoly of the field. Re sU{;5ested th~t t~c f~cilities 4fforded by t . . e 
Ge!1eva office r:,f the Jerlish Agency presented an opnortUJ."1ity f('ir us to make 
a v:iil -::?,.ble to t;io J ewi s~: -press Euro"'1c-i.n nens "nd ::\.rticlcs being ~ent by thnt 
office. All t .'1'1.t wns required, lla added., was to enl"l.rge t>o r.,resent f'1.cili tics 
of Palcor so as tG en1ble it to function ~s a fc~ture syndicntc. 

,{r. Lipsky supY}orted Dr. Goldman's suggestior_, or.ip,..~-=tsiz ing !-· .. is vi0 t:-i t it 
was 1 ecessnry to co1mtcr"l.ct '\Dti-Zionist te de::icies bcil'1€ fl1ll.nifestcd in tl e 
.Anglo-Jewish press. It ms not i:1tended, he s'lid, t/j conpetc wit: the JTA in 
the ficlj ~f c~blc service but if a snnll sun were rude ~v~ilnblc to P~lcor, 
:1c felt t:~1.t t!1e lo.ttcr could be extended tc Cl~"\blo it to r ender effective 
service in t:1e field of Zi r..,nist and Palestine propo.uanda. 

Mrs. Po..: l 'tnd ,fr. Gre,~nberi; supported Mr. Lipsky' s suggestion. 

It 1,-ns novcd, seconded ar1d carried th.:"1.t nn appropri'ltion of $5,000 for t'he 
next six :1onths be n:idc to Palcor '1.lld included in t!~o bud1tct of t 1.e E111ergcncy 
Co!7' .... r:1ittco, to enable P~.lcor tc estaolish a syndicate to servic0 the Anslo­
Jewish press . 

It was Sl.lf;f;ested by Mrs. Pool t;t~t '1. cor~:iittec be dcsi~nated to l~"ve cl-i'lr[;c 
of this uctivity. 

ST.c\.TEMENT OK REVISIOIHSTS 

..\.pprovi:i.l w3.s c i von to t~ o followiU:c-:: statcncnt subni tted by tL-C socrct'\ry, 
to be sent cut by t:.e VP.rious Zionist ore;anizutions to t!1cir br!)nc:b..os: 

nSTATEM~NT ON REVISIONIST FIDJ"DS TO BE DISTRIBUTED BY VA3IOUS 
zro~IsT ORGANIZATIONS 

Inquiries have bce·1 received wit1· re!;"'rd t0 t __ e i ,~ntity '.lnd 
purpJso ~,f rJ r 6ani z;3.t ions called "~~r.icric3.11 Fri cnrl.s of R J owi s.~ P:iles-
tine II and "Tel En.i Fund 11 , ... ,hie~ ::trc solicitin. fund fer vp,_rious 
purposes connected wit~ Palestine . 

For information of ~11 concerned• we desire to st~te that neither 
of the t'.10 a.bove-n'lmed org3.niza tions is in t\i.1Y w!J.y nssocinted 1i1i th or 
responsible to the Je1v1ish . .\.gency for Palestine, the World Zionist Or­
ganization or nny of their brqnches. It should be pointed out that 
the formation of both the 11.Americun Friends" and the "Tel Hai Fund• 
was initiated by the Revisionists. 
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"The 11Americ!\n Fri ends II and the 11Tel lbi Fund 11 :tre 'lnpeu.+ ing 
tothe public for funds for nu.rposes of immigr~nt tr~ns~~r~tion, ~gri­
cul tural colonizo.ticn, o. "marine school" c.nd c,t:1cr A.cti i ties. Tl erf! 
is no nublic record by rhich the cl~ims ndv~nced by these orgnniz~tions 
rn1y be established. It should be emphn.sized, ho,·,evcr, thP.t the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, through its '1Uthorized crg~ns , be:1.rs the respon­
sibility for ~11 immigration, colonization , educ:1tion, he'\lth '1nd other 
enterprises essenti3l to the upbuilding of Palestine . The needs of 
P1.lestine c-=i.n be served best by making l~rger funds ~va1l~bla to tho 
Jewish i\.6ency. The activitios cf independent org3niz~tions seeking 
to duplicuto or parallel the work of' the Jo~ish Agency 'lre to be dis­
courn.god. 11 

Respectfully submitted 

SA ~IDEL CAPLAN 
Sccret:1.ry 
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E fERGENCY co ~.a·r 1'EE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
111 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK crrY April 4,1940 

1,; E U O R A D U M 

FROIJ: SAllU!!L CAPLAN 

L Attached herewith is tr.e rc.inutes of t e meeting of the 
Em&rgency Committee helc on April 2nd. 

2. T.ae next r,,eet ing of the Commit tee will be neld on Fric~ay, 
April 12th, at 2:30 P.~ . at the ZOA off ice. 

3. Enclosed herewi t 1 are several i ter1s t·i.et canie from tile Geneva 
off ice end are intended for the infor..nction of the .u~rnbers of tlle 
]ber6 ency Committee. 



No.16 
MINUTES OF EU1RGE.?CY COl&ITl'EE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS hELD ON 'i'UESDAY, 

APRIL 2,1940, AT 4:00 P~U. AT ~HE ZOA OFFICE,111 FIFI'H AVENUE,NEW YORK 

PRESENT: 

Solomon Goldman presiding; Juliet Benje.min, Gedliah Bublick, Leon 
Gellmen, Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky, Robert Szold, David Wertheim. 

Georg Lsn~auer, Morris Hprgulies by invitation. 

Ser::iuel Ceple.n, secretary 

Minutes of the previous rneetinia: as circulated were annrovec. 

SECRET ARY I S REPOR1r: 

Ti1e secreterJ re-porte tilet, in accorc~ancb wi tn tne decision of the 
last meeting of the EmerL.-;ency Committee, the followin,r. cable na.d been sent 
to Mr. Ben Gurion on March 26th, 1940: 

11 :,IORDECAI NEW.Ii.AN H?BE CONFERRING JABO·ru SKY PROJECr JEWISH 
ARHY CABLE CAi'EGORICALLY WHETHER NE 1.AN AC'rING AUfHORI fY 
EXECUTIVE STOP HIS ACTIVIrIES NON Ul jDESIRA..BLE 

in answer to which Eliez&r KPplan s&nt thti following reply on March 27th: 

"MORDECAI NEW!~ HAS NO AU1HORI·rY l~GO·rIATE BEHALF EXECUTIVE" 

On receipt of tnis cable. Dr. Goldman wrote to Ur. Newman, Asking him 
to refrain frolll furtuer consultations with l/r.Jabotinsky or pursue • 
any other activities in connection with the Jewish Legien in behalf of the 
Executive. The secretary adred thet Hr. Newmen subsequently received a 
ceble from the PPldstine Jewish Legion, in whose name he had appartntly 
undertaken to spBak, aski1 g .1.iim not to confer with Ur. Ja.botinsky. 

REVISIONISTS: 

!.ir. Bublick wes of tne opinion thc=t the Emergency Committee should 
fonnulate e definite policy of action with re6 rd to th~ R~visionists because 
of the fact that many people who are unecquaintef witL the true facts e.re 
being mislec. by the propaganda carried on by the Re:;visionists. Many people, 
he said, have b~en brought to believe th8t tl~ Revisionists are anxious for 
unity with the Zionist Orgenization but thet tntJ heve erbitrarily been 
kept out by the Zionists. 

Mr. Wertheim agreed with l/ir. Bublick anc' erlc:ef thPt it wes not only 
n~cessary to expose the Revisionists in New York but elso in other comr.:uni­
t ies. He suggested that tlle Emergency Co1c.rr. i t tee s~nd out c irculers dealing 
with Revisionist activities, including tae UPrine League, etc. 

Ur. Lipsky observed that it is obvious that Mt, Jabotinsky was 
making en impression on Americ~n Jews at tnis time an( tnet te wes acco~­

plishing this, not by proaulgating Revisionist iceas, but by usin£ the ideas 
of ti.1e Zionist Or~anization. He felt that it wes necessar1 to take e 
different ettitu~e towards the R~visionists. It was necessary, n~ saic. 
to 5ive accurate infon1ation on the ectivities of tne Revisionists tlJEt 
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woulci destroy the influence that iJr. Jabotinsky is exerting on thd 
Am~ricen public. He folt, lo~bv6r, t;~t ile it was n cesser~ to 
combpt the activities of the Rt:-:visioni~ts , it woulr be; unwise to attPck 
Ur.Jabot1nsky personally. 

Dr. Goltman suGt::astec' that a s~ries of erticles be written in t 1e 
Engli sl , An&lo-Jewisn an, Yic 0isb ~r ss, retailing wet RevisionisL has 
rlone in thelast several years ~nd wh~t it is aoins now. 

I'r.Lipsky suggestec thc?t Dr.Landauer pr1::nare a ste.tei.ent of t1~e 
fE!Cts wnic.u coul~ be use c'l e.s the basis for tue nrepc1retion of c?rticles 
anc.l pamphlets. 

Dr. Goleman felt tuet i t mit.:;i1t be wi se:: to r EV& e. cable; fror11 
Jerusaler stating ti1E-t tne Ex~cutive was ready to listen to any proposels 
thet tL.e Re::visionists r:1ay e.v to offer. 

Dr. Lencleuer 6ave a sm.-u .. a ry of til negotifltions which .rpr taken 
place between th& Revisionists an0 the J&wisn AbencJ. ltetings, he said, 
were to be helc. betwc:::en Ben Gurion anCi 1.;r. Jpbotinsky, ti en between • 
Dr. Weizmann anc. .~r. Jebotinsky, an<, lat~r a foru1Pl r .. eeting, but only the 
first meetinb e.ctuelly took ~lrce. The negotiati<.,ns, 1e seid, broke ~own 
because Ur. Jabotinsky ne.d det·cnded that t e existin~ Zionis t Organ ization 
be supplanted by a new or{;anization in which the &visionists woul heve 
fifty per cent control. Ben Gurion naturally refusec to cons ider such 
a proposal and countared with a C€mand tlet th~ Revisionists r e-~nter the 
Zionist Organization, whicn Ur. Jebotinsky refuser. An exchange of letters 
then follower, Dr.Lancauer saie, but nothing car.Je of the neg~tiPtions. 

Acding t• Dr.Landauer's report, Dr.Golc11 an s tated t t the Actions 
Committee meeting in ovember,1938 in Lon~on officially apnroved B n Gurion's 
negotiations and asked him to continue with tl is work. Furth rmore. 
Mr.Golomb was autnorized to carry on negotiations enc he hed several 
meetings with Mr.J~botinsky. 

The Revisionists accept d me,r.bt::r shil) in the Vaer.. Leumi. Dr. Lpnc.,eu r 
continued, only Fftar P bitter int~rnel riscus.ion enc without the full 
agreement of the rank Fon~ file. rhe Vaer Leuni wes enlergec by Fllowing 
the Revisionists three representatives, Plthough the Revisionist s clai1.ed 
a 5°' representation. 

Miss Benjamin stated that Hae.esseh hes elreacy sent a communicetion 
on the Revisionists to its chapter pras idents, but Hadassah feel s that 
the Emergency Committee should give 0i rection to tlt:: activities. 

Incid~ntally, Miss Benj&min obs~rved that Eedessa.11 consir~ rec1 the 
leaflclts issued by the Was in~ton Bureau to be a valuable contribution t0 
Zionist lit~rature and the · felt that these leaflets si1oull r ecb1ve wirer 
distribution. 

Dr.Goldman replied that the l[&Elilin6 lis t to tate comprises some 
1500 Jewisn nemea, mostly non-Zionists, ene e.pproximE>tely 6500 non-Jews. 
The Bureau is now enlerb1ng the mailing to about 20,000. 

Ur.Bublick observed that the hospitable attituoe of tie Yidr.ish 
press to t e Revisionists was hari .: in6 the Zionist Or~enization anf 
s "'gested tnat a Yiddish press conference be neld p.s soon es ,oss ible 
in order to convey the attituc of the Lmerbency Commit tee . 
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I' 1iAS ;,.OVED ECOND~D A.NL CARF.IED: 
THAT the Lmer~ency Co. 1i t tee unc•e rteke to cmt.be.t 
tl~ Rt:visionist activities in tte Unitec States 
anc- t1i.e Secreter.:, be c...utu.orizel' to spenc en amount 
up to $500 for t.1. t: _) r epp. re t ion of E 'Par.uphlet anc1. 
e.rticl s to accompl1sn tl is puroose. 

Ur. Szolr> sub~ittec a financic=-1 stc=tement suowinh that rs of .kr ril 
1st tlle :Erner6encj Co1runittee 1 ad ex :ien<~ed $17.754.49 fror.1 rt:cei})ts of $20 , 000 , 
,evin6 a balance in th~ benk of $2,245.51. 

In cor:1i.,ent ing upon several iter.s of tu13 buct;et, l,!r.Szol( stetec that 
tre e~ounts ori~inally approJriRter for cle ric~l assistance, trevellinG, 
cebles anl ·'.,Jo ste;e were nE:,erly exneusted anr' he r equ es tea puthorizat ion fror't 
the CoI:"II itteti to cont inue pEJ in~ for these ite:1s es i ncurre~, enf tbRt c't 

a future c'ate h~ would subc:ii t an a<lfitional bu\.;;?.et for these items. 

This was 5ra.nter by the Cor;1mi ttee. 

Ur. Szal~ stE1.tec' furtl.:.er thet he bE:liev~c t11e 8.□ount of $50, 000 
ori.~inally 9lFcer at tt.e c' isT)osal of the Co1..: it tee for the "l"'jerio~ of six 
:11onths until June 30th woulr" be emplE. to cov t. r tl1t:i neb'~S of the Com 1ittee. 
He ecrec that the Economic Sub-Committee r,t-r r eruced its ~x:?enri tures enr 
th?t Er. Boukstein, wr o hP.c1 betn enc-Fger es rie rt-tir.1e secretary, WPS no 
lon~er on th~ :'tyroll. 

COiiilmNICATION FRm,~ R. LANDAUE.R: 

The secretery r t:3ac1 t e follo in-: l t::tter fror.-, Dr.L~nnau r r·e•ter 
~arch 25th, 1~40: 

1Deer Dr. Oolc1 .an : 

On Dtceu1bt!r Bt .. 1, 1939, I adcress~c r, let1.er to .rou witn rege r n 
to the ~robl~n of J ewish cla i ~s whicn were to be submitted toe future 
,eace conferenc~. 

This letter we.s bro'\J6.t.t before t.ue ErJ1:3rtency Comrti t tee wi tl .. the 
following results: 

(a) Dr.Stephen S .Wise, at thet meetine; of the Co,.,mittee, cleclarecJ 
that the Arnericf!n Jf:jwisn Con1-:,ress hPd r.evoted considerable et tent ion to 
the ciatier. Now Dr. Wise informs me, in res"'lonse t-o my rerninrer c1bout 
it, thet 11 ti1e V/orld Jewish Conr:;ress is already at work. perticulerly 
in Geneva'1 • 

(b) A copy of wy letter was cirected to Mr.Robert Szolr to be 
dealt with by the Economic Sub-Committee of the Emergency Co.nmittee. 
This letter was bro~ht before this sub-committee and wnen the latter 
c.iscussed the as~ects of its work, it reci0ed that tnis matter ci~ not 
belong within th~ urovince of its corr.n:. ittee anr therefore woul r not 
real wit1 the problem. 

Tue other c.'ey I hac a communicetion from Dr.Artnur Ruppin who 
infonned me that he hes been aevotini e ~oo~ de 1 of attention to tni~ 
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matter ~nd he fauna tbvt our p~rt of tne work in Palestine, whicn 
i.1a.y -:,rove to be of very •$r tat im 1 O.ct1mce for· the upbuilr inb of tha 
country, ci•nnot be done witnou~ consiceration fort e corresponr:in,r. 
activities in other countries , es"')ecielly in kmerica. I shoula 
tnerefore lik~ to urf::e once mo r e t~ c>t t .L e Zioni s t CrganizEltion, or 
c>ny bot:'y wl ic.11 you will fini) suiteble for this uurpose , shoul f 
immer i e t ely be corJiriiss ioned to unfE::rtake the t sk of prel)erin,... ell 
necessary r~le terial on clair.-ls for corr.pensat ion by Jews agains t the 
Powers in Europe, -.e rhaus elon,; t:i.· .. e lines in, iceted in , .. y letter 
to .{OU on December Bt.Ll. 11 

Dr . L.i:mdE"ue r o server thEt in the event of the Allies winning the 
wer, tle question of com?ens~tion to peo~les who bPn sufferer. n ronerty los~es 
ruring the wer woulrl rece ive fsvorable consiferation Enc hb felt th-tit wps 
ossent i al to set up the 1·1achinery for tne ')r eDF r etion of J t.wisn clc·ir .. s . T1 e 
line of e.ct ion. he saicl , mi Ght fol low tne suggest ions container. in 1 .. i~ l et t c r 
of l: cember 8t~l es fo llows : 

(1) to compile t~11.:: le6 islc1tive pnc er:utinistretive re crees wt.ich l!P V1., 

been publis.t1ed sin ce the 1st of A"Jril, 1933 a.l~P inst tl e J ews in 
Ge:n1Fny. 

(2) to asctirta:f.n ti..e d.ar.u::ge c~one to the:: J~ws in Gt-rr.mny pnrl in ti:e 
tbrri tory now u.nrle r GE:: n :ien c oruinE t ion c..nr' protect ion. 

(3 ) to pre)E.re e statei,~ent of t.ne func'.s wL· ic.u were r e.isec by Jf:.wry 
in ordbr t0 assist, insic~e an~ uutsic.e t1 .. ~ Reici1, t.i:E:: Jews w~io 
were wron~ed in Germany. 

(4)to fon:::iulate thd clairns of inc' ivif u" ls for r estoretion of tl~ei r 
ri6hts end c01:1pensetion for t..-1 lass of property inflict1::d in 
vc rious ways. 

(5) to collect tn~ cla i ms on pens ion an ~ insurEnce funcs. 

Dr.Golc..wen sai" t~ at he i:..ac. c iscussec Ir.Lp.ndauer's proposels wit .. 
Justice Branr.eis and Btn Cohen an rJ tnat botll of them we re of the opinion 
that it was even more im!)ortant to be ur epe.rec with a sort of ffilite Book on 
the J ewisr. s i tueti on tnrouF5hout tl1e worlfi , with s .eciE-1 reference to P.r lt: st inc. 
This White Book snoulr be prep~rer bye tody of experts anc should cont~ in 
e. ,;e:tailed account of the loss in lif~ and property F1.mong the Je,ws of Euro ... ,c , 
the infringeii,ents on Jewish rie-h ts , the rest ruction of const i t utione l E"•g r ee. ,,ents 
and treaties, a.nc results of the several uroj6cts of colonization . Th~y fLlt 
thet this White Book shoulc also contain a stater,1ent on reparations but th·y 
we re of the opinion thet such a state1.ent, if ureperdd only by Jews, woulr 
not prove v e ry affective st the future peace conference s inca r equests for 
r eparations usually coe1e in the narr.e of .:~ove,rnments. 

It wes Ur. Lipslcy's view thet neither the Zionist Or~enization nor 
the Er:iergency CorrL::ittee has en.,- direct interest in this matter anr he sug£::cs t ~d 
that the matter be directef to the at t ention of genbrel Jewish organizetions, 
witl the unrerstanc1ing ti1et they woulr heve t.1e coopt::ret ion of t.c. Zioni t 
bories. 

Dr.Golc. aen s~estec thc't a committee s.noul( a:oproa ci t.~e AniE- ricEn 
J ewis.1.1 Con~ress , t.ue A.ncrican Jewisn Corarr1i ttee anc t,ie Gtnerel Jewis.u Council 
on t~1is matter. 
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1.:r. 1-,arQlli&s felt that the Zionist boa ies shoul~ :1:eke thb in i ti a 1 
steps in t}is unre rtaking and leter invite the cooperation of other Jewish 
bodies. 

IT WAS l-!OVED BY LR. S~OLD AND CARRI:E:D: 
THAT a comrJittee of two be fesignetea to 
stuny tle question Pn~ to bring bRck 
a re;port to tue Er~ergency Corimittee. 

Ur. Lipsky anc Mr. Szolr were narned e.s r.:.elllbers of tli.1s committee. 

FAR.EWELL TO DR.LANDAUER: 

Dr. Golrt1cm stated that Dr. Lanc'auer wes sailin.g for Palestine on 
April 13th. He expressed the 6ratitu,e ant anpreciation of the E·1cr~ency 
Committee to Ir.Lenreuer for t.1.1.~ useful serv1c~ .r~e .uad. renci:::rec' durinf~ :.is 
visi t to tlla United Ste.tes an~ on benalf of tae CoL11 ,i ttt:e ne wis.£1ec. him 
bon voyage. He sugf:::es tee, that Dr. Lanc\auer, being '"~11 &cque inter.. with 
concitions h~re. undertai<:e tue responsibility of Pctint:: ~s liaison for 
tne Americen Zionists upon his return to Pelestine. 

LAND .RESTRICTIO~S: 

Dr.Gold.stc3in su'""'f;ested thEt the Con,nittee giv& serious ti10ught to 
the edvisability of continuing to protest against tne lEnci restrictions for 
tne possible effects it r .. ight !l!'ve in two c1 irec ions: first, in r&fE:rence to 
the ciscretionary powe·,:- wl ich is vested in t, 1:; Hi:.:.t1 Cor.1miss ioner; end 
second, with fl view to preventing the furtLer iri..1plementation of the White 
Paper. 

Dr. Goldstein furtaer :pointed out tlwt the question of the validity 
of the Palestine le 6 orLinence insofer es it pertains to thb ri~its of 
American citizens nad never been put toe test, and. the suggestion hf.c be&n 
rnerle that now r.1i~i1t be the time to put it to e. test. All thtse things he 
felt ou~1t to r~ceive the fullest consioeration. 

The chairmEm "TJroposec thet this item be placea first on the agenda 
for the next meeting of the Co~nittee. 

Respectfully suc~itted, 

SAIITJEL CAPLAN 
Secrete.ry 
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BllERG'ENCY CQl.'. 'IT'1'.'EE li'OR ZIONIST AFFAIRS 
111 FIFTH AVENUE 
MEi7 YORK CITY 

'tlE}/ORANDUM 

M y 7, 1940 

FRO if : SAVUEL CAPLAN 

Attached herewith ~ro the following: 

(1) Copy of tho minutes of tho le.st .oct i ng ':'I f tho Emergency 
Comrri t t ec. 

(2) Copy 1f a co~munication fro~ Jorusalorn in the Mattor of 
certain Jouish quarters of J~ffa. 

(3) Copy ~f g communication fr~m London doaling ~1th nogot i~tions 
with th0 Colonial Office with regard tn the ad~ission to 
Palostino of certain rof'ugces in Denmark, Sweden and H~lland . 
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l-'INU'I'ES OF EMERGENCY COll~ITTEE FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS HELD ON 
FRIDAY, MAY 3,1940, AT THE ZOA OFFICE, 111 FIFTH AVENUE, NE YORK 

PRESENT; 

Louis Lipsky presiding; Gedaliah Bublick, Israel Goldstein, Yrs. Davii 
de Sola Pool, ~rs. Herman Shulman, David Jertheim, Stephen S.Wise. 

Kurt Blumonfold, Joeof Cohn, Morris Margulios, Henry Mentor, Charles 
Ress, by invitation. 

Samuel Caplan, secretary. 

l/inutes of the previous mooting as circulated woro approved. 

COllllUNICATIONS; 

(a) Lotter from Hoshol Farbstein: Tho chairman prcsontod a lottor from 
Yr. Farbstoin requesting the cooperation of tho Emergency Committoo in 

tno following threo projects; (1) Mizr4chi Bank; (2) ost.qblisbmont of 
tho "Kehilat Ha.kehelot 11 (to head tho Jewish comrmmity of tho ontn-o Jowish 
world); (3) publication of a "Black Book" which is being oditcd in PA.lostinc. 

It was tho consensus of opinion that the first two items did not como 
within the purviaw of tho Emcrgoncy Committee. i7ith rogard to the th'trd 
proposal, it was felt that inasmuch as tho World Jowish Congross was 
preparing the publication of a similar volume, thoro would be no advantage 
in sponsoring another book of tho same typo. 

(b) Lettor ro Ezrah Ubitzoran Foundation Inc,: The chAirm~n reported 
that several people in Now York had organized a corporation to raise 

funds for Palestino by means of tho sale of semi-annual membership cer­
tificates involving tho awe.rd of 11prizos 11 to mombors, and that tho 
Emergency Com~ittoo had been as~od to give its approvnl to this undertaking. 

It was tho consensus of opinion that this corporation bo notified that 
tho !mergoncy Committoo d1sapprov~s of tho plan, which it focls should not 
bo sponsored by any Zionist body. 

(c) Letter from Bonno Frank: Tho secretary presontod a letter from 
Bonno Frank, a former Palostine resident who has boon giving a groat deal 
of assistance to Zionist bodies in the product ion of Hnbrew and ·zioniet 
plays, requesting a loan of $400 to purchase steamship tickots for his ~ife 
and child from Paloetino to .America, 

It was decided to refer this request to the sub-com itteo consisting of 
Dr.Goldstein and Mr.Lipsky~ 

(d) Re book on MasAryk: In tho mnttor of a com"T!Unication from Yr.B. 
Pollak, requesting financial assistance to enable tho publication of a 
volume on Thomas Wasaryk, it was tho consensus of opinion th~t this matter 
did not como l':'i thin tho juried ict ion of tho Jm.orgoncy Cammi t toe. 
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IT WAS MOVED BY ?JRS. POOL I SECOiIDED All½) CAR'R 1ED: 
THA~ a Com~ittec on Publications, consisting 
of one ropresontP-tive from c~ch of tho groups, 
bo appointed to considor ~11 mRttors dealing 
TTith publications by tho Emorgoncy Committeo 
and to report its rocomrrondqtions from ti~c 
to time to the full 'Teoting of t he CoT11"l"itt co. 

PA}€RLET on REVISION!$!{: 

Tho secrotary reported that tho pa.mphlet on Rovisionism,proviously decided 
upon I was roady to be print cd and he wished to 'mmv whether tho P4rt ics preferred 
to issue those pa..rnphlets through tho :Eborgency Committoe or under thoir own 
i.-,prima.t our. 

It was decided that tho prunphlot would bo published by the Emergency 
Co~~ittoo and the Secretary was onipo~orod to consult with the various P~rtiee 
to ascertain tho number of copies desired by thorn. 

REPORTS ON TRANSPQRITI.ATIOM Ti'tTND: 

(a) Zionist Organiu~.tion: Mr.ltargulios reported t hat as of l'~.y 2nd a total 
of fl'pproxim9.tely $13,200 hrtd beon recoivod, of which $10,000 hB-d boon remitted. 

(b) Hadassa.h~ Mrs. Pool stqtod that Hadassah hsd nlroA.dy s ent $25,000 to 
tho Fund. 

(c) Po~le Zion: Ur.~crthoim reported that tho Poalc Zion had sent $10,000. 

(d} >lizra.ch!..L Mr. Bublick was not prepared to ~ke a r eport on tho 
activities of his 0rganiz~tion. 

INCREAS:lm BUDGET; 

In viO\v of tho fact thP.t the previous budget adopted by tho »norgcncy 
Com~ittoo had proved insuff icient to cov0r several of the items, the Treasurer 
suggested tho following increases to June 30, 1940: 

DR. WEIZWANN'S A .. 'tffiIVAL: 

Rent & Equipment by 
Secretary-St onogra-phor 11 

Cloricnl Assistffilcc 11 

'T'ravolling u 
Cables, tclophono,postago" 
\Vashington Bureau 11 

TOTAL INCRilS:in 

$150 
300 
500 

1500 
750 
600 

$3800 

IT ~AS MOVED.SECONDED Af:TD CARRIED: 
TP..AT tho proyosed budget increase of $3800 be approved, 

Dr.Wisc roported that Dr.Weizmann was oxpocted to arrive in tho Unitod 
States 'about the 15th of )ray and he a.s1<od that the »norgoncy Committee considor 
in what way all tho Zionist groups in Amorica, perh~ps acting through the 
»,,ergoncy Co~rnittoo, could give tho fullest measure of cooperation to Dr.,~iz ann 
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Tho Chief Secretary, 
Govcrn~ont Offices, 
Jerusalorn. 

Sir, 

April 5, 1940 

I h~vo tho h0nour to address you ih tho mattor 0f the Jewish qu~rtcrs 
of Jaffa kn0wn as Florentin, Shapiro, Givat Herzl, Sh~ffcr-Kloin, Hn0vod, 
Shivat Zion, Givat M0sho A, Givat Mnsho Band Kore~ Hato~anim, which I h~d 
the privilege ~f discussing 1th you at our intorviow of February 5,1g40_ 

2. As I inf0rmed y~u at the ti~c, tho Jewish qu~rtcrs 0f Jaffa, with 
tho exception of Kcrom Hatomanim are, according t0 our information, a.bout 
98~ Jewish. Tho land comprising these quarters is ownod by Jews, their 
inhabitants ~.re Jews and they crur.e into existence by tho natural ')vorflo\"1 
~f the populstion 1f Tol Aviv boyond its municipal b0undarics. In tho 
course of the oconomic oxpa.nsion of that city some of its inhnbitants 
purchasod orange grovos adjoining tho city ana dcvol0pod them building 
houses and graiually establishing these now quarters. Tho number ,.,f Joy•s 
inhabitin_g tht..se quarters is estimated at bott'Toon 15,000 and 18,000. r"!'hey 
aro in every respect residents of Tol Aviv oxccpt th~t t .. oy ha.ppon to live 
in housos built on Jcwish-ownod land situated outside tho !TIUI1icipal b,.,undary 
,.,f that city. 

3. After the establish~ent of tho quarters tho residonts c0ntinuod to 
sond their children to tho Tel Aviv scho0ls and t0 rccoi vo ,nod ical cS\ro in 

Tel Aviv clinics. Thoir religious needs r.cro satisfied in ~ol Aviv, their 
s,.,cial service roqu1re~cnts wore furnished them by tho Municipality of 
Tel Aviv and all ordinary municipal services, oxcopt li0 ht and scavenger 
services, ~ere pr~vidod them from the ~utsct by the Tol Aviv municipqlity. 
~1th re~ard to tho supply of water 0nly s0mo 101 of those persons rccoivod 
the sa'!lo fr')m the Je.ffa }f.unicipality. ThEJ romnindcr havo boon suppliod with 
water by tho Tel Aviv Municipality. ITe ar~ infnrmed that, as far bac~ ~a 
in 1935, tho Jaffa tiunicipality roquostod the Tel .A.viv Municipality to pr')vim 
the inhabitants ~r those quarters with wator as tho f0rmor woro not in a 
position to do so. Tho economic lif~ 0f tho inhabitants 0f thcso Jewish 
quarters has at all times rcmainod c0mplotely b~und up with tho city 0f 
":el Aviv. 

4. IDlon tho disturbances broko out in April, 1936, one of the first Jews 
to be killed in Jaffa was an inhabitant of no of t~cso quarters who, as it 
happons, was murdered r:hon leaving tho '1fficos of tho Jaffa rf.unic ipl\li ty 
whero ho had gone on some business with tho Municipality. On the outbreRk 
of tho disturb'3.nces the Arabs of Jaffa wont on strilro and thoso Jowish 
quarters ~oro loft without scavenger sorvicos. They had t~ arrAnge for this 
service thorns el vos and ha.vo cont inuod to dn SI) up to tho prosont dAy, oxcopt 
in tho Korom Hatomanim quarter whoro the Municipality ~f Jaffa a number of 
months ago, ~1th tho Rid nf tho Police, f0reod its scRvonger srrvico 0n tho 
inhabitants. 

The position, as it has remained up to the present, is that thoso 
Jawist quartors have practically nothing to do with Jaffa oxcopt when t~oy 
need t0 obtain a building or business ptrmit which by law cannot bo gr~ntoi 
them by tho Wunicip~lity of Tel lviv. 

5. It is respectfully submitted th~t tho proscnt p0sition is animalous 
and sh,uld bo regularised. Tho inhabitants of these quartors livo ,utsido 
tho municipal boundaries of Tel Aviv and, therof~ro, do n~t enjoy all the 
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rights of residents in th~t municipA.lity ~lthough t~cy f0r~ ?~rt of tho 
Je11ish c1'1l1'!1U!lity '>f thet city. At the same tiT!!c t~oy do nnt roccivo, 
nor do they wish t') rccci vc, frl')m tho J affn. Nunic ipA.l i ty the "lrd in'\.ry 
municipal services. They novcrtholoss rcm:=dn lil:\blo in t 1oory t0 ;J'"W 
rat cs to tho ?uunicip=i.li ty '>f J e.ffa f)r benefits which they d ') nit recci vc . 
7o subr.:iit thA.t th-::ro is Il" g'}')d reason for those J cws to be C""lm;;H' llcd 
against their t1ishcs to rcT!lain r:ithin the V-unicipt'lity 0f Jaffa. 

6. In our submission it \\'')Uld n')t bo right to regard a municipctlity 
as a l)usiness crmcorn which 1s ent itlod to retain tho cust im 0f certain 
inhaoit~nts for its finMcial adv~ntage. In 0ur viow A. W.unicipal 
C0rp0ration is crcntod s0lcly fnr the pu~Josc ?f ~rnviding cert in 
services and satisfying the ~unicipal needs of a p~rticul~r group of 
inhabitants. If ?. substanti4l sccti0n 1f th~t gr0u:, of in!1abitants 
wish to care for their own munici~al needs or t0 l0qvo one municipal 
group in ordt~r to join an'Jt~1or, 1 t rnuld bo un,just t,') prcvont t!'lon' frrrm 
d,ing so. 'TThis is particul~rly so in the ,resent case whore the ~arsons 
in quo st ion h".ve consist ont l~r f nr ()Ver four yo".rs p ors ist od in thoir 
detormin'1.tion to be part ,f the Je•.-;isl'! com-unity if Tel Aviv nnd not tn 
bo forced asunder from their fcl lo~ J ows in that city, oven for rriunici:)P,,l 
purposes. Tho 1/.unicipnl Corporati0n Ordinq,nco (soc ;oction 5) exprossly 
contcrnplatos and m~~es urovision. for tho ,ossibility 0 f p~rt 0f a 
municipal aroa being rcm0vod from tho jurisdiction 'Jf a V.unicipal 
Corp::>rat ion and transforred to that ">f .gn0thor 1/unicipal CorporRt ion. 
'7e res:9ectfully sub'I'li t that there can be no more R;:>'1ropriato c.q,so t'h.an 
tho ono under consideration for the exorcise ':>f t::c ,o·":ers cr,nforrcd bJ 
this prf')vis ion of t 1·to Municipal C0rporations Ord in~nce. 

7. Je ~ould respectfully urge th~t the long-s+~nding grievance ,.,f 
tho Jo\1ish inhabitants nf thoso q~rturs be satisfied and that tr.cir 
quarters be separated from the J affa Wunicipality and traaeferrcd into 
the jurisdiction '>f the Uunicipal Cl')rporrition 0f Tol Aviv. Tho matter 
has bocomo all tho m0r e urgent in v iow of tho ·JrQr:rulga.tion 0f tho 
Hunicipal Corporations Anendmont Ordinanco Nf).3 '?t' 1940 in t:-tc PF\lestino 
Gazette ()f Marer.. 31st (soo Section 9), as tho ros1donts of thoso qunrt ors 
fear thRt bv virtue of t h is pr,.,vision tho J!\ffa lhunicip?.lity Mny sock t') 

compel them to pay rates f'Jr sorvices which r.,erc not rondorad. ·1e ·,··()uld, 
thcroforo, ~sk that tn · m~ttor recoivo y,,ur early conaider~tion. 

(Signed) Bernard Joseph 
EXZClfl:ITI OF ~q J]1ISu AGENCY 



V'U1UTES OF A!1 Im'7mVIE',1 AT"'.'~ COLONIAL OF"'ICE Of APRIL 13, 1940 4t 10. 30 a,:,,. 

PRlSENT: - Ur. R.F. Do~mie 
Ur.B. Locker 

'r. J. Linton 

ra. LOCKER said thPt tho roason f')r 1ur intorvie,v r.r-=i.s the invasi0n ">f cnm9.r'k 
and orwey. 70 11Tcre concerned rrith the f::\.to nf 1255 0!1.aluzi, nnd C'lndidntcs 
")f tho Youth Aliy-:ili "7h"' ·-:ere in tr3.ining in Sc '"'ndina•via, Fl')ll:-md Rnd Bol giun~ . 
The ?Crsons in quosti0n Here distributed ns follrr·s: 

Ch!tluzim: 
Donwar r ( Cat ogory C) . ................. 336 
Swodcn 
Z-1llr-md 

II 

11 

.................. ~l 7 

. .. . . ... ......... -~ 

Youth Aliyah Candid~tcs~ 
Den~ar~ (C~togory B.111) .............. 270 
Swodon 11 • • . • • . . • • • • • • • • 96 
Bolland 11 • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 39 
3clgium 11 . . . ............ . 8 

842 

413 
1255 

le ~ere anxious to get thcso poople out of danger a.~d int~ Palestine as 
quickly as possible. The first p:iint t~at he wished t'l rP..ise 1"1as !lethcr 
it u~s possible to obtain an im~cdiatc advance ')n the forthc~~in sc~edulc. 
Evor;r day's delay increased the da~gor. Most of thoso :;ico le c.., c froT"ll 
Germany a.nd Czoch'1 -Slova1da., and in Donmar1~ th.3y 1:1or c again in the !1ru1ds " f 
Nazis. He A.f.1"1rcci~.tcd th?t Denmark might be cons idorod differently fr'l-rn t~o 
nt:1or countries. Re would likt) t o say, ~"',..•ever, thAt the pe::'>r,lc in Donr."~r~ 
,~f)rkcd 'l'lainly in 0 roups rlnd "ere knrnm tn each 1thcr. If '.vc succeeded in 

getting them out quickly, th1.:: danger 0f them C')ming under N~zi thrcqt "' r 
~ressuro would n0t arise. 

~IR, D0~7NIE p0i:it od out that thorc was a ruling th/:\t po0pl0 could not bo tRl,..cn 
out of Germany or GcrmM 0ccu9i cd territory. Thu quosti0n about tho po~ple in 
Denm~rk \':Ould have t n bo ?'.lt up s cpa.rA.t oly. He a.s1ced •,~ether there IVA.S a 

possibility ~r getting tho pe0plo out. 

}!R. LOCKER ro:;,liod that thorc mcy be :_)".:>Ssibilitios 0f gett i ng those pe'Jple 
into Palestine. Ro thougl t t~~t a case could be m~do out in favour of ho 
-poo?lO in Denmark. They h'!d left G0rma~y ,ith the dofin_to intonti0n "'f 
OTI'igrnting t0 Pnlestine. T:1oy wore on the list '1 f the J c\'rish . ency f0r 
certificatos as S".'l'>n e.s possible. Ho h')pcd th~.t t ho Ger-nan 3.uth')rities 
~0uld n0t roa~c any difficulties about letting th~1 0ut . 

l/R. DO7NIE said that hoc uld n0t tell ~hat attitude ~0uld be adopted with 
rogqrd tn tho po plo 1n Dcnmar1~. Ho was , however, pr ,!lrcd t') put u:, tho 
matter f1r c~nsidoration. As regards tho roquost fr 9ll 4dvanco 0n the 
schodulo, he ~0intod 0ut th~t such a roquost had already been rojcctod. ~c 
qu~ta f')r tho next sc~cdule would vrobably be ruin0uncod in tho c ~urso ~f the 
next ton davs. Before the negotiations fnr an advance c 0uld bo sottlod, tho 
quota w~uld be out. Thor would oo no question of giving additional 
certilicatos t n tho quota. 

liR. LOCIC!ra p "' int ed out that as t imos were abnormal, a do lay of a f 0\7 dnys 
~eant a groat doal. If they received cortificatos immoiietoly, they C')uld 
at any rate savu tho poiple in H0lland ,~d b½gh S edon. If anvtbing ·oro 
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to 1'.an· en in those countrios, tho Colonial Office would again say that ~"lland 
and Sweden camo within the rulo f0r iccu~ied torrit~rios. 

MR. D017NIE as'l{ed whether it ,-rould not bo possi')lo to ta,1::c these penple say to 
Franco or Switzorland. ~nuld not the Auth0riti0s c0ncerned t~r.o the guAranteo 
0f tho Jewish Agency that Certificates would bu allotted. Ro ~0uld bring t~o 
request of the Jewish .lgoncy before the Socrotary of State f0r decision. It 
might bo ?Ossiblo without giving a formal advance to all0w tha Jewish Agency to 
get t:1ose people into Palestine and deduct the number involved from tho qu0ta. 

JR,LOCm replied that this put them in somewhat of a quandary as thoy did not 
know what the quota would be. 

?'li.DOWNIE ropliod that if the High Commissionor should dosiro the Jewish _ ency 
to ma~o arrangements for tho Youth Aliyah they would kn'>W that they would recoivc 
at least 600 certificates f0r this pur?ose in the quota. 

tm. LOCKER thon asked e.oout tho Ch?.luz im. 

~JLDOYiNii said that ho saw that we were as ring for about 500 Chaluzim ccrtif'i.cetes 
(he a":1parent ly excluded Denmark). UIJ would know in about ten days '"vhat t~e qu':lta 
for Catogory C would be. In discussions which had tah:on :>le.ce in JorusalCM, 
allocations had boon mado of certificates to special typos of labour. It ~as 
possible that tho ,ooplo in Sw0den and Holland fora not included in those 
catogorias. It would be a limited schodulo becauso of tho unemployment in the 
c0untry. He could not disassociate our ruq'cst fro~ the question 0f tho total 
quota. 'rhoy would only put up our request t the High Cot"!!""" issionor who had 
already put forward certain proposals for the quota. 

MR.LOCKER p~inted out that the people concerned had been taken out of Gor=auy 
and Czocho-Slova.'lcia at groat trouble and expense. Thoy had been sr;,ecial ly 
trained for Palestine and he felt that s0mothing should be done to help thorn now 
that thoy ~oro in danger. 

MR.DO;mn: said that the primary consideration of tho Palestine Government \788 

the economic p0sition in tho country. Re suggosted that we should cable our 
pe0ple in Jorusalcm to approach tho High Commissioner. T:1e Colonial 0ffico 
would not express an opinion until he had heard from tho High Commissionor. ge 
could inform our poople in Jerusalem that the Colonial Offico had as~ed that they 
should approach the High Commissioner. He (Mr.Downie) would wiro to the Righ 
Commissioner for his opinion which would bo placed before the Secretary ~f State. 

MR.LOCKER said that he would like to pnint out that thoy were dealing with a 
,utiR}laI~i&rlllar~x particularly desirable element for Palestine. 

:fR,D0'1NIE replied that they to J were intorosted in getting a desirable element 
into Palestine. Too many undesirables oro entoring. He would liko to put a 
question to us. Assuming that there available 75,000 certificatesj and that tho 
25,000 certificates for Refugees had already boon used, would the ewish 4\gency 
profor the 50,000 in a rush or ovor a longer period. 
MR,LOC!ER replied that if thoy wore faced with a situation such as existed in 
Denmark, then t~ey obviously must save the people concerned, irrospectivo ~f 
what would happon tomorrow. 

w.R,DO::NIE said that he would cablo to the High Com~issioner that day. He would 
like a letter from ~~.Locker setting out the arguments whicl the Jewish J\goncy 
desired to advAnce. 
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LETTER nm, lilt. LOCKER TO TEE COLONIAL OFFICE 

H.F. Domiie Esq. C.B.E. 
Colonial Office 
Downing St.,S.~.l 

Dear Vr.Downia: 

April 17,1940 

In accordance with your kind suggestion. I am sending yJu a short note ~n 
the matter which wo raised whon we saw you last Saturday. 

Foll0iing tho invasion by Germany of tho Scandinnvion c~untrios, considerable 
anxioty has boon aroused as to tho fate which may bofRll th~se refugees from 
Nazi porsocution at present in Denmar'c, Swedon, Holland Rnd Belgium, whore thoy 
had boon waiting to rocoivo their certificates fer Palostino. In Donmarlc 
those prospoctivo immigrants arc already undor Nazi rule onco m0ro, and their 
plight is serious. No less ~bvious are tho dangers r.hich attend tho continued 
nresence of tho remainder in Sweden ~nd F.ollnnd and we naturally wish to uot 
them all out t0 PRlestino as so0n as possible. In ,articular, ~care c~ncornL'Cl. 
to save at least those (thoy are mombors of the ~ochaluz Pioneer Organis tion) 
who have received tho nocossary training to q\lf\lify for Labour Schodulo 
cortificatee, as well as a num~er of the Youth .Uiyah category, all 0f ~horn 
had previously boon dofinitoly soloctod by us f~r certificates as soon as 
cortificatoe became availablo. Thoso sol0ctod candidatos number 1255 in all, 
distributed as follows: 

Haluzim (Catogory C) Youth Aliyah Candidatos (Category B.3) 
Denma.rk ...... 336 Dcnma.r~ ........ 270 
Sweden ...... 217 S\Yodon ......... 96 
Holland ...... 289 - Holland ......... 39 
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Bolgium ......... 8 
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ve would ask thoroforo whether tho necoesary cortificatos c~uld n0t bo mado 

availablo forthwith, in order to ~nablo tho imnediato imrrigration of those 
peoplo to Palostino. I realise, from what ynu told me, that tho Government 
may bavo in mind to grant a relatively small Labour Schedule for the next six 
months, but I ,rould urge that, r1hatovor the amount of that schodulo, these 
people sh0uld not be condomned to romain in their present procarious situation. 

As regards the pr1spective inmigrants n1~ in Donmark, I would point out that 
all those 1n Category C (1.o. all tho adults) had left Germany cforo tho 
outbreak of tho war, with a vim7 to immigration to Palostino. Moreover, 
identification is in this caso rolativoly oasy, as thoso candidatos have boon 
w~rking togothor in Denmark, mostly in small groups and f0r somo considerable 
time, so that they aro woll-known to one another. 

It nill, I fcal suro, be appreciated that tho situation in which thoso 
,ooplc find thomsclvoe is a quite oxcoptional one, in which ovory day thRt 
paesos incrcasos the peril which threatens tbom. ·,1c do sincorcly trust that 
u1s VaJesty's Government ill find it possible to grant the necessary facilities 
in time. 

Yours s1nccroly 

B. LOC!3R 
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T!-!E EXECUTIVE OF 
TEE ZIO IC3T ORG. IZ :\.TIO - THE JEilIS]: AGENCY FOR P.ALESTIUE 

Mr. s. On.plan 
Tho 1. orgcncy Conr.ittoo for Zionist .A.ff~ira 
111 Fifth .\.venue 
litorr York City. 

Dour Mr. Oo.plo.n, 

Goncvo 4. VI .40 

I uant to give you the follouing inforrJation TTith regard to tho situ­
ation in tho countries occupied by Goroany during tho last uoc],;s. 

1. Uo have not yet received reliable infomation about tho fnto of the 
Jerri sh Co· nuni tics ir. Da.no:-1ark, Nor,;;ey, iloll 1c. an. Bolgiun. Pross reports 
and Ita reports have apponrod, but it is inpossiblo to say if tho reports arc 
correct. 

2. It s000s th:it our young pooplo in Danor.10.rk uho arc there on ]achscharah 
r10rlc ho.vo boon loft alone o.nr. arc continuing their uork. 

3. In Bolgiuo all Goman subjocts incluting Jo,nsh refugees hac been in-
terned uhen mr broke out, but after a few days the re:f'ugoes uere set free ann 
evacua.teA to France. 

4. In :Iollann all Geroan subjects inclufling the refugees haci. to renain 
in~oors rrhon the uar broke out. It is to be feare~ t1at nany of then uill by 
nou mvo fallen into the hands of tho Gcroans. A snnll nunbor of then hnvo 
loft the country before tho ~ur in rtOlland started o.nf sooo others hn.vo fled 
to Englanci. nhon tho invasion began. 

5. Postal conr..ection l)y letters or telogroos betueon Sui tzerlanc1 on tho one 
hand anr1. Belgiun and ]olland on the othor has not yot 't:reen eatablisher.o There­
fore it is inpossi1)le for the tine 'being to r.1n.kc inquiries rogarc.ing inci vidua.la. 

6. In Polanr.~ and in Ger .any there is no substantial chanee ni th rcgar. to 
tho position or troatr.iont of the Jons, as co~parod \7i th tho situation c1.oscribon 
in □y last reports. 

Tho food situation in Gernany socns to bo stoa .ily notoriorating. Thero 
is still sufficient broad of goo quo.li ty, but in tho 1)ig to,ms, especially in 
Borlin, thoro is a shortage of potatoes, very little □oat an fat and practical­
ly no fruit ant vegetables. For tho Jcvs tho position is still uorsc bocnuso thoy 
cannot buy ac1ditiono.l foo stuffs o.s for instance fish a.n. poultry, ,1hich sor.10-
tioos can b0 bought at high prices hy tho gcutilos. I ]cnou fro□ lottors of 
personal frionns tho.t they aro sioply going hungry. They so□otinos received 
half a pound of chocolate or cheoac fro□ Jolland an. this uas alueys a groat 
event for the fn.nily. But this also hns nou cooo to an ond. 

?. 
is r.oi 

In Poland tho situo.tion is of course atill uorse and uhatever th4 Joint 
is nothing in cooparison to the real neens. 
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8. Tho Lu, lin schene has not Jcen revivec . Lately a certain nunbc r of 
people fron Ua.o: risch-Ostzrau have boon allouod to return to Maohrisc~1-0strou if 
they u0ro a.~)lc to proc.uco sor.0 r.ocun0nt s horn. n6 t~1at they havo a. possi 'Jili ty 
to cr.ibratc . (You arc auaro that tho uholc nalo population of achrisch­
Ostrau nus sent t o Lublin; n consitorablo part of then huvc floe to Thlssin). 
I t herefore r~o not believe tho Itn.-Reports t o ,:,c truo o.ccorr1.ing to \7hic~1 Scyss­
I nquart hn.s startoj a nou expulsion of tho Goman-Jo..-,ish refugees i :-1 :.ollnncl. 
to Lublin. Of co-.a-se, anythilli6 is possi1)lo non tho Gestapo is taking over in 
]olland, but t his project aeons unlikely in viou of tho opposition of t he 
□ilitn.~J anc1. othe r circles to t ho Lu)lin cxpori□ont. As predictor. in previous 
reports t.10 t onr1.oncy no.7 prevails in Gornany anr. Polanrl t o use J0\7ish ln m.i r in 
tho foro of fo rced la~Jour in Polanr1 for tho najori ty of t ho Joris anr,. unr.or 
sonouhat bettor c onditions (a.gni ns t po.yoont of 11ogos) for po.rt of tho J c,;rs 
in certain tomis of Gcmnny. 

Yours sincerely 

(si~nod) n. Dicht ho in 

• 
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June 9 ,19 

TO: MEMBERS OF TEE EMERGENCY CO I TTEE 

FROM: KURT BLUMEIIT'ELD 

REPORT ON ZIO IT ST WORK AMONG I MIGRANTS 

( Addi tional details will be gi ven at one of the next meet i ngs of the 
Emergency Committee) 

1 . Organizat i on : 

The number of organi zati ons which par ticipate in our work has 
increased. The r.:roup o the eodor ncrzl Society , Jakob Ehrlich Society , 
Maccabi , KJV , and Isul has been joi ned by the I tal i an Zionists and the 
Deborah Organization of Zionist omen. After thoroughly investigating 
the situation we have come to the conclusion t11at our work could be mde r ore 
effective by foundi lli: a nur.iber of special or[;aniza tions acr.ordi to the 
origin of their m~rnbiars . We believed this would be the only way to rPach 
Zionists on a mass scale because Jews from different countri es difinr so 
greatly with regard to their tradi tiona.l Zionist b~c;-.ground. . Tl1Pref orl? • :e 
are now pl nning to organize Dutch , French , and Iwoslavi-3.:~ Zionist , . The 
unity of our work i s warrant ed by a committee consisting of reprcs~ntativcs 
of all bodies with t he collaboration of ?fir .. torris Mareult ,.rn and the tn ~r­
si&ned. Today our work has advanced to such a oint that very soon all ~ronps 
will be able to set u, systematic nropaganda of t ~eir ovn. 

Our secretar, , Dr. Emil Lehm'ln.1, fulfills all 01l.I' dshes both from 
t:~0 organ1.z1. rr and from tzie cultural and political point of vi ew. i thin a 
short time he ~s succeeded in winni ng for ;1i mself the trust of all ~ffiliated 
orcn.r iza tions . 

2 . Propaga1da : 

(a) Public meet i ngs : I n tho framework of our organizations the 
followi ll.l; speeches y,e r e given si nce the issue of our last report : 

Lazar Wallerstein : Are Zionism and Internationalism ComnatibJ 
Hermon Sl':orry : J e, ·s in Scandi navia 
Hermon Sherry : J ews in Holland 
Emanuel Naumann : Self- defense in Palestine 
Alfred Wer ner : JcV✓ish Ref "'ees in .land 
R. Karplus : Speech in the memory of Jakob ..:.ihrlich 
Herzl-Festival : Speoch by Rabbi 5off~ann 
Ernst Winkler : J~ws i n the Concentration Cnmp 
Siegfried Altmann: Answer to the Q;uestions of our Time 
Rabbi Vida : Membership Meet ing in Washington .Hoif"hti:. 
R'3.bbi Vida. : Our Zionist Task 

(b) Internal Activities : A:1 a}')'Oeal to our members for addition'll 
ad.drosses has nroved very successful . .1: ev1comcrs to this countr y were welr.omnd 
by personal lGttcrs . Through thi s method we have on m~ny new rn0mbor s , and 

• ny of them nave sizncd membership declarat i ons for one of our .ffiliatc 
::roups . 
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At this mom~nt the Jakob Ebrlich Society is tr~1ing to est~.blish a 
br anch organizat i on in Newark , ·cw J ersey . 

(c) Publications : T:le Theodor Herzl and Jakob Ehrlich Soci~tics are 
publishing a bulletin v.hich to bc:-;in with is in ~ mul tigr'lnhed edition but 
which they nope will become a perma.ncnt Zionist wce:cly. It is publi~hed 
bil i ngually and distributed among members and nrospectivc members :'lll over 
tee United States . The KJV and Wiaccabi a lso issued bulletins, the latter 
in English. Dr . Emil Li.:ihmann is in chn.rgc of tlie editing of th8 ,iacc-~bi 
periodical . Whil0 its first issue was ~ri ncipally sports nP-ws , the forth­
coming numbors v,ill al so doal wi t~1 nro1Jlcms of cduc~tion.al Vlork in connec tion 
with the Maccabi tendencies . 

3 . Educ~tional Vork 

(a) Ac~ldv1""1Y of Zionisr.1: Tho Zionist Aca1ern~/ on which Dr. Lazar t J1ller­
s t ein rave R rc-nort it THE .. ;t'W P.AL~STI .;., h1s mde rJMark,'l b u 'Oro::re~s . The 
courses rncmt:..onod in our pr wiou.s r 0nort woro ntto11d,:d by "\n oag1~r n.ud.it n o , 
r,hicn intc:rnrn.t 1d th-1 lectures from nnny i?1t crC'stinR """oints of view. i:i'od.,.y 
~11 grou"T)s of irnrr.i6 rn:its !l."9-0reciato our Ac11.dem • 'l.S g, ce .. tru of Zioni!;t , 
J ,~wish, 3.nd political education. 

(b) Dcpo.rtrner.t of .,sic and Art : We cstnblishcd n. D 1J!lrtr,,e::1t of ~;usjc 
L nd Art comn-risir.g a lar6 o ~ urab~r of r1.ctors a:ad musicia.i..s . This den .... rtm~nt 
f orrns ensembles to take p3rt in the cultural Zionist f me tions 1--.cl1 in the 
various diGtricts . Thus t 11is group ··ill become i:-rroortant ;or t~a wrnl"' of 
Zionist nor~ in aric~ . 

( c) Youth Grouo : Our Youth Group meets twice n w,"?cJ in our 1 u.b homl~ , 
onco for the Oncg Sh·.lbbnth where lecturc.s are ivl3n ~nd Hcbrv,v sone~ surf! , 
and once for a weekly seminar on Zionist :i.nd general Jc lish questions . The 
following courses wer e held at these sessions : 

Kurt Blumenfeld : '1heodor F rzl 
Lazar .allerstcin : Zionism ~nd Socialism 
Siocfriod Al tme.nn : Richard ?ccr-Hoffrna.nn 
Theodor Gootz : .odorn 5ebrmv Ai....thors (Bi'.:tlik,P"!r.-,z , 

Shol 1Jm .A.lechom) 

Seminar conf crcncos on : 

Herzl ' s ?rcdecessors 
Pi1 skcr1 s 11 .A. 1tocm·1ncipation11 
Iforzl I s di rie s 
W0rfel ' s 11liAarken unto t:..e Vo i ce" 

This youth group \'/ill form th6 aucleus of~ Zioni~t l oad.crs::1ip school 
to be ~s tablishod in thry fall , anu l1ich will also c0mpris . younger children 
bct ·:ccn the .3-gcs of 10 ~ d 15 years . 

Ou..:.- Yout-1 Group 11s0 rnrticipatos in the ·:ark of the Keren KayfPnoth 
plachig and. emntying the :Bl e 3oxcs . 
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(d) Women ' s Group : An organization of Zionist ,ornon from 1ronc has been 
formed , named Deborah. At its opening reception Mrs . Kurt Blumenfeld snol_ce 
about the recent development in Palestine . The main task of t:ic Dobornh e:ro ;p 
will be the Zionist oduca tion of children j n t:ie fram w10rk of soc i:'.\l work. 
Tho children are to be ·r:lac cd with Zio.1. ist families in th0 country to combi:il1 
thvir summer vacRtior with an inspiring Zionist training . For those ·01 0 have 
to st'..ly in the city a d.a.y cc.mu will be established under the su crvision c f 
n trninod Zionist counselor . The Deborah urganiz~tion ~ill also ~rr~nF,e. • 
a re6 ulnr Oncg Shn.bbat for it s members. 

4 . U1:ited. Jewish Apnoal 

Al l our groups arc taking :.1n active part in th0 United t.Tc•rish .,\-p eal . 
Contributio!js '.lr ·, solicit~d tJ.t all our functions . A SPt1CiP.l m:1Jting n;~,s hold 
for the UJA, which ,, .. =:is very snc~essful . 3csid.cs , 150 rccoiT)t bo0klcts ~ere 
distributed amo1ig th,-1 mernb~rs of the Tic-odor Herzl f:\nd J'lkob Ehrli h Socicti.Js 
a11d th0 KJV . 

5 . Gcrrmn-Jowish Club 

Our rolo.tions to th13 Gcrron- Jcwish Glu1J h.-ive still more imurov..:;d ~nd 
our influc cc 1 .-i thin this organization > .. a.s i21crcr1.sea. . Dr. Li.z:1r '-:r'l 110rs tcin 
has become a ml1mb :r of its cultural c ommittee, 'lnd t:-.o G~~ I"liVJ.::1-J '\'.'is·~ Clu~ 

rra:J,£ 1)d for us ;1 series of importa1 t meetings , .,mo:1g t;11m t• ·o 1.-.ctur 'f by 
Ku.rt Blumenfeld. 

T1...ie AUF:i3AU rcac:1..:is about 40 , 000 J ews with i s wi:H1J,:lv edit i on . Tl·,cso 
r 0a.ders do not C.1. ly consist of needy ifi,migr,'l. ts but 4l sc r•,f influe. ti,,l 
pccple who might becumc imrJortant for the Zionist Org~uizaticm ~11".1 ;\ ov"" ~11 
fur t.t.1e United J awish Ap,cal . 

Anti-Zionists devote a &rout part of t~uir means to the ~ork ~moLg 
imrr.i0 rants . The funds av.:iilable t o thJm for tr.is purpoe , ~re m'1.ch lnr "er t1 ..-tn 
those grnntcd tc, us . But vie plan to stre:igthen and dovolOT) our ()·•'!1 uosi tion 
within t:1c near future . 

6 . Budget 

Tho amount allotted to us by the EmergcncJ Cumniitt ec w~s gr1ntod f or 
:w.lf a year t o begin with . T'nc rcsolutio.1 st,:i.tcd th:-J.t thi s was only~ mntte r 
of form and that v:e c ould colli1t on a similar r-um f or tho f11~.uro . It is of 
tho utmost im;1ortancc for t'10 continu,tinn of our •:,orlc to clarify t}ii rint 
now. 

\Ve would be p'lrticul'lrly happy to see Arm~ric.qr. Zionists :1:-i.rticiT)a.tu in 
our wurk. Dr.Stephen Wise ' s conpcration h:s.s h!:!.d 1.n in<:pirinc -,,nd cnc cur'l_g ing. 
influorcc . ·10 d.Je-oly regret th1.t we 1~v .... nrt hq,d tho nu..,,r, rtunity , re far , 
() f brin{..;ij;; Ar.1cricn.n Zionist leaders ir .. to a closer r cl~.tionshiu with oiJ r 'ork . 

KURT BLl ,wJFEI.D 
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