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NOTES ON PBBSDT Q'IBRSEAS ACTIVITIES 

OF THE 10IWT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

September 27, 1939 

In the light of the war situation overseas today, it 1s difficult to 

engage in long range planning. Certain Joint Distribution Committee activi­

ties are radically affected by the hostili~ies in Central and Eastern Europe. 

Others are affected only indirectly. In an, oaee, our friends and colleagues 

throughout the country will wish to be familiarized with the status of our 

overseas activities today. 

The question uppennost in the min1s of most people is with regard to 

our work in Poland. Large sections of that country are now occupied by German 

troopsj others have been invaded by the Russian Army. Warsaw is still in a 

state of siege. There has been mass evacuation, involving hundreds of thou­

sands of Jews, from the war sectors into some of the territory until recently 

defended by the Polish army. Thousands have crossed the borders into Roumania, 

Latvia, Lithuania and Hungary. Only the other day we received an appeal from 

Hungary in behalf of 10,000 Polish Jewish refugees who crossed the border, and 

are now without food and shelter. Th~ Joint Distribution Conmittee was asked 

t o send $10,000 immediately as a first emergency grant. The newspapers have 

reported wholesale destruction of property in Poland; in maJl¥ cases, the com­

plete liquidation of entire cities and villages. In some of the territory 

captured by the Germans, special reprisals have been taken against Jews, ac­

cording to press reports and statements made to our European officea. The 

situation is one of complete chaos, and it would seem reasonable to believe 

that all those Jewish i stitutione of economic aid, self-help, ohild-oare, 

hospitals, medical service, etc., int~ which the Jews of Poland for the last 
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twenty years have, with great sacrifice, poured millions of dollars of their 

own savings, supported by the substantial contributions of American Jews 

through the Joint Distribution Conmittee, have been seriously impaired and in 

some cases completely wiped out. We foresee a large problem of reconstruc­

tion in all direoticna. 

Nevertheless, the Joint Distribution Committee, until very recently, 

has been able to continue contact with its representatives in Poland as well 

as with members of the Central Emergency Committee newly organized and made up 

of the leading Jewish personalities of Poland. Several urgent appeals have 

been received from this Committee, in response to which we were able to ~ak:e 

advance emergency grants. Prior to the outbreak of hostilities, as a precau­

tionary measure, the Joint Distribution Committee advanced a month's supply of 

funds to all of the local coDIIlittees with which it deals, in order to provide 

against the breakdown of communications. This supply, together with an addi­

tional emergency grant made in res~onse to a cabled appeal from Poland, bas 

provided sufficient funds to last not only through September, but part of 

October. Due to the breakdown of all banking facilities in Poland, and the 

chaos resulting from military occupation, the Joint Distribution Committee has 

been engaged in conversations with the American Red Cross, the International 

Red Cross, the American Friends' Service Ccmmittee, and other non-sectarian 

and interdenominational agencies in an attempt to effect a formula whereby, 

through channels safeguarded under international auspices, assistance may be 

rendered by wey- of medical aid, child-care, feeding and emergency service. At 

a preliminG.17 informal conference held last week, the Joint Distribution 

CoDJDittee offered its facilities and personnel, both here and abroad, to co­

operate ~1th any broad relief effort which mey- be organized by the major 

American non-sectarian and interdenominational war relief agencies. 
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It should be recalled that the Joint Distribution Committee was orig­

inally organized as a ar relief agency in 1914. During the war and post-war 

pe ioda, when American agenoiea brought relief and reconotructive aid on a 

large scale to the stricken populations of the devastated areas of Europ • the 

Joint Di tribution CoUJUittee cooperate closely with such organizations as the 

American Relief Ad.mini tration, the Red Cross, the Y.11.C.A., the Quakers and 

other non-sectarian group . At that time not only did it mobilize th gener­

ous giving of American Jews for the relief of their co-religionists in the 

affected territories. but it also participated in the general r~lief program 

on a non-sectarian basis. Thie it is prepared once more to do, &e soon as the 

situation has been sufficiently clarified. We are reliably 1n£ormed that the 

Jewlab welfare leaders of Poland are eager to place at the service of the Red 

Cross, or any other non-sectarian agency, their personnel, organizations, ex­

perience and services, not merely in behalf of the Jewieh civilian popula­

tions, but of all the elements of war sufferers in those sections in which 

large numbers of Jews have congregated. 

The Joint Distribution C011111ittee program of aid and aasietanoe in 

Germany and all its annexed territories a.nd protectorates - Austria, Bohemia, 

Moravia, Slovakia, Kamel - continues as heretofore. We have been able to 

maintain contact with the central welfare organizations in those countries. 

Emigration, particularly of women, children and men of non-military age, is 

still proceeding on a substantial scale. It has been possible ~o continue 

the special clearance arrangement for the remittance of Joint Distribution 

Committee funds, whereby American dollars are kept on the outside against 

contributions in Marks me.de internally. No foreign exchange Las been sent 

into Germa.uy by the Joint Distribution Coamittee; this method of financial 

clearance continues tod~. Kesseges rec ired from Jewish leeders in Germany 
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point out that the needs are st ering, not only for emigration, but for 

internal welfare aid. Since the Briti:ili and French Jews wlll no longer be 

able to contribute to the relief of Jews in Greater Germany, the entire burden 

will now fall on the Joint Distribution Coomittee. 

In tbe European countries where, at present, well over 150,000 refugees 

are concentrated, the problems of the Joint Distribution Committee have been 

gre tly aggravated. These countries include two belligerent lands - England 

and France - and such neutrals as Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, Italy, 

Rouma.nia, Luxemburg, Portugal, Albania, Latvia, Lithuania and the Scandinavian 

countries. The Jews of Great Britain, w~o have heretofore collaborated with 

the Joint Distribution Cowmittee and have made some contribution to the work 

which it carried on for refugees, are now obliged to concentrate on national 

requirements. In France, too, where Joint Distribution Committee contribu­

tions for refugee aid were matched on a fifty- ifty basis with local collec­

tions, the possibilities of local aid have dwindled. Countries like Belgium, 

Holland, Switzerland, while not belligerents, are almost completely mobilized 

due to their proximity to the war areas. 

In addition to the diminution ~f local collections in these European 

countries, another problem is offered by the shortage of a.npower. Those per­

sonalities who had for years given of themselves and of their services to 

elfare work in behalf of Jews, have placed themselves at the disposal of 

their respective governments. Many have been called to the colors; others 

have volunteered. As a result, the work of the local committees has already 

suffered and the Joint Distribution Committee is being called upon for ser­

vices heretofore rendered by members of the local oolll'.Ilu.nities. 

Part of the European staff of~.~ Joint Distribution Committee was 

moved, at the outbreak: of hostilities, from Paris to a town in the interior 
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of France. Plans are now under way for the establishment of offices by the 

Joint Distribution Committee in neutral countries, from which the most effec­

tive relief work can be done. Various American members of the Joint Distribution 

Committee overseas staff are now at stations where they can be most helpful in 

the present situation. One man is now in Latvia and Lithuania, assisting in 

relief for Polish war refugees in those countries. Another is leaving for 

Roumania within the next days, where he will perform similar functions. A 

third has been stationed in Holland, where he is working with the refugee com­

mittees in that country, Switzerland a.nd Luxemburg. Our European Chairman has 

been on the move constantly and is at -this writing in London where he is con­

sulting with British Jewish leaders, as well as with such personalities as 

Sir Herbert Emerson of the Intergovernmental Refugee Committee, and Mr. Paul 

Van Zeeland of the Coordinating Foundation. ~r. Joseph A. Rosen, internation­

ally known agronomist, plans to leave the United States within the next few 

weeks for Kovno and Riga to assist in organizing relief measures for the Jews 

of Poland. All of these changes are being made in consultation with the U.S. 

State Department. so that the entire program of the Joint Distribution Committee 

may be consistent with the policy of our own government. 

The Joint Distribution Committee programs of assistance in South and 

Central America. as well as in the Far East, have also been affected by the 

war situation. In South and Central America, which harbor some 76,000 ref­

ugees, a large number of local committees are appealing for increased assis­

tance from the Joint Distribution Coumittee for their work of relief end 

maintenance, economic assistance toward self support, regularization of 

status, and educational aid to facilitate absorption and adJustment. In 

the many instances where refugees in these countries are awaiting immigra­

tion to the United States, they do not have permanent status in the lands 
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of their residence, and are prohibited by law from working or establishing 

themselves in business. Many must be helped and supported until they receive 

their American visas. Despite restrictions the number of refugees in Central 

and South America is increasing, and additional sums will be required for this 

phase of the work. 

A severe problem continues to be offered by the situation in Shanghai 

where, at present, more than 15,000 refugees are congregated. Shangbat offers 

another illustration of a country whera heretofore assistance bad been given 

jointly by the Joint Distribution Committee and by the British Section of the 

Council for German Jewry. With Great Britain now at war, it is impossible 

to predict the deg ee to which the Council will be able to continue its as­

sistance to the committee in Shanghai. A double burden may thus be imposed 

upon the Joint Distribution Comnittee. 

In all, the burdens and responsibilities of the Joint Distribution 

Committee have increased tremendously as a result of the present war situa­

tion. The Jews of Eastern and Central Europe have but one hope in the cruel 

hours that face them today, and that is the desire and capacity and willing­

ness of their co-religionists in America to help them, through the channels 

of the Joint Distribution Committee. 



STATnm'T ON REGIONAL PROGRAM 

Submitted to the 25th Annual Meeting 
American Jewish Joint Diat~ibution Committee 

Standard Club, Chicago, Illinois 
December 2nd and 3rd, 1939 

By 

Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, Chairman 
Committee on Campaign and Regional Program 

••••••••••••• 
The Joint Distribution Committee Reeional plan and program came into being 

formally during the latter part of 1937 with the first Regional Conference for 

t l1e {iddle Atlantic States beillb held at Philadelphia under the sponsorship of Mr. 

Al')ert H. Lieberman, a member of the J.D.C. Board and Cnairman of the Middle At-

18.L~tic States iiegion since its inception. There are todey eight functioning Re­

gions covering the largest proportion of the countcy~ The establishmertof ad.-

di tional Re[;ions to complete the national. program !.:. in contemplation for 1940. 

It is anticipated that there will be nine major Regions and thirteen sub-Regior.s 

representative of individual States or geographical sections that do not logically 

belong to any of the more integrated regions. 

(~.nere is attached hereto a chart Giving detailed information on the geograph­

ical desi€;nation of the Regions with States included in each, the names and ad­

dresses of the Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of each Re6ion, and the number of Con­

ferences held by each since it was established, as well as comparative results of 

amounts produced in each region in 1939 for the United Jewish Appeal and in 1938 

for the J.D.C. and tho other agencies now included in the U.J.A.) 

After the completion of the major overseas reconstruction program and with 

the odvent of the depression, comparatively small funds were available to the J.D.C. 

for a period of several yea.rs. The interest of the Americnn Jewish community in 

the overseas program natu.ro.lly declined and more nnd more emphasis was placed on 

local communo.l problems which were seriously affected by tho then existing finnn­

cinl stringency. 
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Following the advent of the Nazi persecution of the Jews of Germany and the 

frightful consequences of this oppression, with which we are all familiar, it 

became more and more apparent to the officers of the J.D.cr. that new methods 

should be introduced to arouse the country to the requirement for relief, re­

habilitation and refugee aid; to inform the American Jewish community on the act­

ivities of the Joint Distribution Committee with regard to Amcrica 1 s responsibility 

for aid to tho Jews of Germany and the rofUGOCs throU&hout the world, while at the 

same time maintaining progrnms of assistance for the Jews of Poland ruid Eastern 

Europe. 

During the e~rly part of 1936 the Joint Distribution Committee established a 

national Plan and Sco,e Committee with members representing every large city and 

i ~ortant section of the country. The major purpose of this Committee was to 

counsel with the officers of the J.D.C. as to the best plans and procedures for 

yiroducing the maximum sum of money in conforl!li ty with the budgetary program of : :r1 

J.D.C. At a meeting of this Comnittee in the summer of 1936, the late Mr. HarL).'1 

Hirsch of Atlanta, whose recent passing we all mourn, introduced the Regional~ ~~~ 

and plan as being the nost suitable progran through ~hich the J.D.C. could achie v~ 

its many objectives in line with its steadily incre~sing responsibilities. 

Mr. Hirsch pointed out that even though the J.D.C. had been in existence for 

nore than a score of years at the time and had rendered a nost noteworthy service 

for the welfare of nillions of people, its iaportance could not be recognized in 

distant communities with which there was a brief and perfunctory contact only once 

a year, and then for the . exclusive purpose of raising funds. If people underst~~l 

a cause, Mr. Hirsch argued, they become interested in it and feel a responsibility 

for it beyond their mere once-a-year contribution. He further stressed the neces­

sity of decentralizing leadership throughout the country and of having a well con­

sidered all~ear-round program of education . One of the outstanding Regions tod~ 

is the Southern Region comprising eight States which Mr. Hirsch headed as Regional 

Chairman up to the time of his death. 
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The decentralization of leadership and responsibility which Mr. Hirsch urged 

has been the keY!lote of the Regional set-up. The J.D.C. has been fortunate indeed 

in securing the ~ervices of distinguished leaders in their respective geographical 

areas to head the Regions. These gentlemen have cooperated wholeheartedly with 

the national officers in making the Regions under their jurisdiction useful and 

productive. These Regional Chairmen are Messrs. Eugene Warner of Buffalo, New York 

and Eastern Canana Region; Herbert Mallinson of Dallas, Southwest Region; Louis E. 

Kirstein of Boston, New England Region; Albert H. Lieberman of Philadelphia, Middle 

Atlantic Region; Oscar ~erman of Cincinnati, Ohio Region; Louis J. Borinstein of 

I nd ianapolis and Charles W. Morris of Louisville, Indiana-Kentucky Region; and Al­

fred Shemanski of Seattle and Aaron M. Frank of Portland, Northwest Region. A 

~.h~irman for the Southern Region will be elected at the next meeting to be held in 

JanuarJ. 

Since the beginning of its fund-raising program, t he J.D.C. had experienced 

difficulty in reaching the smaller and often isola t ed communities. Our friends i n 

towns of this type had little or no contact with the main streams of Jewish ac• • 

~vities. It was not economicaJ. to try to reach them and elicit their interest 

through personal visits of our J.D.C. field representatives. One of the signific'"?.Ilt 

achievements of the Regional program has been enlisting the interest and cooper­

ation of these people in our work, - not for tneir contributions alone, but more 

important, for the fine understanding they are now manifesting in problems of com­

mon interest at home and abrond. This was accomplished directly by the program 

of decentrnlization which contemplates the sub-division of the Region into Zones 

with a Vice-Chairmn.n in ch.n.rge of each Zone and the Regional officers holding the~­

selves responsible for the participation of each community, no matter how small, in 

the area over which the Regional officers assume jurisdiction. 

To illustrate the practical results, we bring to 7ow- attention that in its 

fund-raising campaign in 1937, the J.D.C. enjoyed the participation of 1,192 com-
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munities; in 1938 when the Regional set-up was progressively functioning, 1,900 

communities; and this year the United Jewish Appeal, in which the J.D.C. is ~.n im­

portant beneficiary, will have the cooperation of 3,000 or more cities and towns. 

With the theory of decentralization of leadership and responsibility estab­

lished for Regional activities, it was essential to develop practical Regional 

machinery for results. Among the first Regions to be established was the Southwest, 

of which Mr. Herbert Mallinson of Dallas has been Ch~irman since its inception. By 

virtue of its different coraposite units, the Southwest Region afforded an opportun­

ity for complete experimentation in organization, leadership ~d direction as a 

model that could be applied to any given Region. For example, there are several 

Zone units within Texas itself, while Arkansas and Oklahoma, respectively, require 

a complete set-up on a State basis. Mr. Mallinson is rightfully credited with 

establishing the □odel plan of operation for a Region as a whole and through his 

continuous leadership and attention to tho affairs of his Region he has, in fact ~ 

perfected a workable plan that has been recommended by the J.D.C. to its friends in 

all the Regions throughout the country. 

Similarly Messrs. WarnGr, Lieberman, Borman, Borinstoin, Morris, Kirstein ani 

Frank, as Regional Chairmen, have maintained a continuous contact with their Re~ion­

al Vice-Chairmen, and many have personally travelled extensively in their respec•-· 

tive Regions to advance the J.D.C. and the campaign program. Their several Vice­

Chairmen and Zone Chairmen have in turn accepted their full measure of responsi-· 

bility in order that this plan of demonstrated value can be the basis of operation 

o..nd contact in communities of all sizes and in every section of the country. 

Prior to the establishment of the United Jewish Appeal this year for the 

unified fund-raising activities of the Joint Distribution Cor.:unittee, the United 

?alestine Appeal and the lfational Refugee Service, the J.D.C. had coordinated the 

many departmental activities of its program and the Regional structure was of great 

value to all. Giving the most thoughtful consideration to revised relationships 

with the .American Jewish community through our participation in the United Jewish 
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Appeal for fund-raising, it was felt that the J.D.C. should undertake to strengthe~ 

its Regional set-up and activities to meet the increasing demands for authentic 

information on the work of the J.D.C. itself and to further the decentralization 

of responsibility which its increasing burdens made necessary. At the same time, 

the Joint Distribution Committee, with full recognition of its responsibility to 

the United Jewish Appeal of 1939 in which is included an i~portant unit of its 

activities, has undertaken to place the full strength of its Regions behind the 

United Jewish Appeal. ~ne success of this year's fund-raising campaign can be 

attributed in no small measure to the leadership and stimulation that the many 

co!lt~unities in all sections of the country have received from J.D.C. Regional 

of ficers. 

As National Campaign Director for the J .D. C. in 1936 and subsequent yea.rs, iJ!' . 

I sider Coons in conjun_ction with Mr. Joseph C. Hyman, Executive Director, and 

officers of the J.D.C., assumed the supervisory and ad~inistrative responsibili ty 

for the Regional activities. When the development of the Regional program as sumed 

proportions requiring full time attention, Mr. Jerome L. Levy, for many years 

associated with the J.D.C. fund-raising program, was placed in charge. 

In conclusion, we can feel that in its Regional program, the J.D.C. has a 

department of proven and increasing i~portance. We can look to its continued 

advancement for bringing closer together in real and understanding partnership the 

conmu..~ity leaders who have so l oyally and generously supported our common cause and 

the national officers who are so earnestly trying to achieve that which is expec ted 

J f the J.D.C. in these tragic deys for so large a proportion of the Jewish peopl e 

throughout the world. It is particularly fitting that this report be closed with 

our expression of sincere appreciation for the cooperation of our friends who have 
' assUI!led offices in their respective Regions and who have given practical effective-

ness to so valuable an instrument as the J.D.C. Regional organization. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jonah 13. Wise, Chairman, 
Committee on Campaign and Regional Program 



~Vt ENG LAND R 

Comprising the statPs of: Maine, New llempshire, Vermont, Ma~sachusette, Rhode 
Island qnd Coru1ecticut 

1939 REGIO:KAL OFFICiRS 

Chairman 

Louis E. Kirstein, Boston, Hass. 

9o • • C ha.1...!]1..!fil 

I sra.el Bernstein, Portl-md, Me. 
Bernhart E. Hoffman, rew Hq_ven, Conn,. 
Sanuel Markell, Bo~ton, Mass. 
Archibald Silv,rman, Providenca, R.I. 
Sam S teinfi eld, Clarerion-:-. t !., H. 
F. f 'rn.nk Vorenberg, "Bos·~on, Mass. 

Vice_-Chairmen 

M~er Segal, Bancor 
Harry ViinebauTJ'I, Ports::onth 
A. Pearley Fcen, Burlin~ton 
Davtd M. 1.',a.tch'7laker, .rl0 ~ton 
David S. Schnelerson, F~ll River 
Hon. Jpcob Asher, 'l;orcf's er 
Mosea Asinof, Springfield 
George A. Ne\'•man, Pit .s field 
Samuel Kaplan, Providence 
Isaac E. Schine, Bridge,ort 
Richard "t. Tha.lheir er, Jr. Ne•.•, Haven 
Daniel Polsky, Norv.rich 
Lewis Fox, Hn.r tford 
Max R. Trnuri~, 1,\aterburJ 

I;J CHiJ1Gi OF zort 

l,.aine 
?! ew Hampshire 
Verr. ont 
B A. •• 

on .. on, !~it's~ . 
Fell River, Vass. 

O!'C s te T', J.a ss. 
~prin~ii ·a, ~ass. 
Pittsfiel, Lass. 
Rhode lfl nd 
Bridgerort. • Con~. 
·~ew Ha-Ii en, Conn. 
Norv,ic:i, Conn. 
rartford, Conn. 
W erbur:,r, Conn. 

Regio 11al Conf~rences: l 
Zone ~eetines: 3 

!,935 (JDC-i~CC-UPA) 
AMOU."''l' RA! S1D I t' ;tiGIOl: 

i 412,242 

1939 (Uu A) 
™".O AS OF ll/t-f ' 2.1~4:!. IN REGION 
TOTAL EXP~C.L•:D $ 1, ')35 1 941 min 11 " 



;UDDLE ATLANTIC REGION 

Cor:rprising the atates of : Pennsylvania., Ne,, Jersey, Dela•:rare, ·. nryland, 
Washington, D.C., Virginia and West Virginia 

19~9 RiGIOTAL OJ'FICillS 

Chainnan 

Albert H. Lieberman, Philadelphia 
(Also in Charge of Eastern Pennsylvania.) 

Vice-ChnJ,rmen 

Hon. Phillip Forman, Trenton 
Adolf L. Hamburger, Baltimore 
Max Keil, Wilmington 
Hon. Benjamin Lencher, Pitt1burgh 
Abe M. Schewel. Lynchburg 
Frank A. Baer, Charleston 

Secretar,y 

D. Arthur Mabaziner, Philadelphia 

Chaip;,an of the ~xecutive Committee 

Morris Simon, Washin~ton D.C. 

Zone CbaitR@n 

N~v.r Jersey 

Harry Cassman, Atlant i c City 
~orton C. Steinberg, Lakewood 
Sar.iuel Koegtler, •lizabeth 
Philip Dimond, Paterson 
Albert B. K~hn, Trenton 

Jero~e L. Rothschild, Philadelphia 
Moritz 1il . Gottlieb, Allentown 
Harry Dickstein, Scranton 
J acob Silverblatt, Wi lkes-Barre 
illis Brodstein, Reading 
Mary Sachs, Harrisburg 
Milton Forman, Williamsport 

IN CHARGE OF 

Nev, Jersey 
l-i.aryland 
Dela:tfare 
r: estern Pennsylvania 
Virginia 
West Virginla 

Atl ntic Ci''y 
Lakeflood 
Eliza.beth 
Pat erson 
Trenton 

Philadelphia. 
Allentown 
Scranton 
Wilkea-Barre 
Reading 
Harrisburg 
Willianaport 

REOIO'FAL i.:.iti;TllJGS HiLD 

1938 (JDC-NCC-UPA) 
AMOUNT R,'ISiD L 1 REGION 
$ 1,203.31? 

Regional Conferences: 2 
State Meetines: 2 
Zone ~eatings: 16 19~ (UJA) 

RAIS:hID AS or llk5 :e 1,371,354 I i' R~G101; 
TOTAL UPECTF.l) i 2,388,404 'in," " 



.. 
SO UTILl.r<N RiGI ON 

,( 

Comprisi.Qg the ata.J:.ss of : Alabama, Florida, Geore ia. Southern Louisiana. 
Mi ssissipni, South Carolina and 'I'ennessee 

1939 REGIO NAL OFFIC.}!d{ S 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairmen 

William P. Engel. Birminghrun 
Alexander Brest, Jacksonville 
Baron de Hirsch Meyer• Mi a.mi Bea.ch 

(Co-Vice Chairman) 
Morton H. Levy, Savannah 
Harry Latter, New Orleans 
Isidore Lehman, Jackson 
Prof. Josiah l•,1orse, Columbia 
Lee J, I.oventhal, Nashville 

Treasurer 

idgar B. Stern, lie\v Orleans 

Zone Cbn,irmen 
Alabama 
Joseph H. Loveman, Birmingham 
Ike C. Forcheimer, Mobile 
Henry A. Weil, 1~:ontgomery 
Sam J. Israel, Sheffield 

Florida 

R. L. Sei tner, Jacksonville 
Leo J. Gelberg, Lake City 
Joe Wedeles, Q,uincy 
Salll Roaenberg, TallMasaee 
Sidney P. Levy, .:P enaaco la 
Prof. Joseph lfeil, Gainesville 
Harry Pepper, Daytona Beach 
B.J. Cohen, Orlando 
Samuel Estroff, Lakeland 
Ernest Maas, Tampa 
Sidney 13ernbaum, West Palm Beach 

Georgia 

Leonard Farkas, Albany 
Milton A. Lesser, Athens 
Armand lt.sy. Atlanta 
Lee Blum, Augua ta 
Lawrence J. Bernd, Macon 
Morrie Mi cha.el , Mr-icon 
Morris Slotin, Savannah 

IN CHARGE or 

Alabama 
Florida 

" & i ami Zone Chairman 

Georgia 
Southern Louisiana 
Missislilippi 
South Carolina. 
Tennesi.ee 

IN CHARGi OF ZONI 

Birningham 
Mobile 
Montgomery 
Muscle Shoals 

Jacksonville 
Lake City 
Q,uincy 

11 - Co-Chairman 
Pensacola 
Gainesville 
Daytona Bea.ch 
Orlando 

" - Co-Chairman 
T8.Mpa 
West Palm Beach 

Albany 
Athenlil 
Atlanta 
Augusta 
iiiacon 

u - Co- Chairman 
Savannah 
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SOUTHERN REGION (Oont 1d.) 

Zone Chairmen (Cont 1d.) 
. 

Mississippi 

Isidore Dreyfus, Jackson 
A.D. Oppenheim, Jackson 
I.A. Rosenbaum, Meridian 

Millard K. Weiler, Greenwood 
Mose Hyman, Pace 
Sol Weiner, Tupelo 
Max Friedman, Clarksdale 

I sad.ore Marcus, Vicksburg 

South Carolina 

Hyman Silverstein, Greenville 
Louis A. Meyerson, Spartanburg 

Ed.ward Kronsberg, Charleston 

Hyman Rubin, Columbia 
Rabbi Samuel R. $hillman, Sumter 

Tennessee 

Gus D. Kuhn, Nashville 
Harry Miller, Chattanooga . 
C.Clarence Strasburger, Knoxville 
Willirun W. Good.man, Memphis 

IN CHARGE OF ZONE 

Jackson 
Jackson 
l.leridian 

Northern Mississippi 
11 n - Associate Chairman 
n n " " 

" " It It 

Vicksburg 

Greenville-Spartanburg, Chairman 
" " Co-Chairman 

Charleston 

Columbia-Sumter, Chairman 
ft ft Co-Cnairman 

Nashville 
Chattanooga 
Knoxville 
Memphis 

REGIONAL MEETINGS HELD 

1938 (JDC-NCC-UPA) 
AMOUNT RAISED IN REGION 
$ 266,629 

Regional Conferences: 1 
Stn.te Meetings: 5 
Zone Meetings: 6 

1939 (UJA) 
RAISED AS OF 11 25 484 486 IN REGION 
TOTAL, EXPECTED 527,486 Min. IN RiGION 
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... ?-TE~ YORK RWION 

Conprising the state of New York and iastern Canada 

Chainnan 

iugene Warner, Buffalo 

Vice-Chairman 

Bertram M. Aufseaser, Albany 
(In Charge of ia•tern Division) 

Hiram Wei.berg. Syracuse 
(In Charge of Central Division) 

Dr. i'lieyer S. Bloom, Bin0 ha.r.,ton 
Abe Bronfman, ;,~ontreal 
Jo1eph illis, faterto11·n 
Ben Brown. :aisena 
Stanley G. Falk, Buffalo 
A.J. FreiL1an , Otta.Via 
Joseph&. Grosberg, Schenectedy 
Robert C. Poeko.nzer, Albany 
Leon D. Rothschjld , Ithaca 
B. Sado ·,ski, Toronto 
Milton Sch ffner~ Erie, Pa. 
Louis S. Silberberg, Pittgara falls 
Chnrles Sitrin, Utica 
Fred Stern, Newburgh 
Henry f ; . Stern, Rochester 
Leo Waxman, Elmira 
Moses finkelstein, Syracuse 
Bernard 7folf, London, Ont. 

Secretari£ 

Louis May~rsohn, Albany 

IN CHARG.a! OF ZO.JE 

Binghamton 
,.ontreal 
Watertown 
Co-Chairman, Watertown 
BuffRlo 

Schenectady 
Albany 

Toronto 
Erie, Pa .. 

Utica 
Newburgh 
Rochester 
El~ira 
Syracu.e 
London, Ont. 

Regional Conf encee: 2 
Zone MeP.tings: 16 

1938 (JDC-NCC-UPA) 
AMOUNT RAISiD I RAGIO 
i 386.550 

12~9 (UJA) 
RAISlD AS OF 11/25 $405,598 IN RW.IO~ 
TOTAL AXP~CTED $580,348 Yiu. in " 



OHIO R.EG!Oi 

Oor.,prising the State of Ohio 

Chf\irman 

Oscar Berman, Cincinnati 

Vice-Chairmen IN CHARGE OF ZONE 

Joseph ;•A. Berne. Cleveland 
Harry Levison, Toledo 
Simons. Fishel. Lima 
Samuel H. Thal, Dayton 
Hon. lliurray Seasongood, Cincinnati 
Herbert R. Bloch, Cincinna.ti 
Simon Lazarus, Columbus 
Herbert H. Lind, Zanesville 
Alex. Schulman, Akron 
Abe M. Luntz, Canton 
Harry Levinson, Youngstov,n 

Clevelnnd 
Toledo 
Lima 
Dayton 
Cincinnati 

It 

Columbus 
Zanesville 
Akron-Canton 

It u 

Youngstown 

REGIO ~fAL 1·/iEETIWGS H~LD 

1938 (JDC-NCC-UPA) 
AMOUliT RA.I SED n-: REG IOl~ 
$ 498,483 

.> 

Regional Conferences: 1 

1939 (UJA) 
RAISED AS OF 11[25 t 632,274 n: REGION 
TOTAL :,.;XP ~CTSD $ 965,474 1Un. '' " 



IKDIANA-KE .TUCKY REGION 

Comprising the states of Indiana and Kentucky 

1939 REGIOI~AL OITI C • S 

Chairman 

Louis J. Borinstein, Indianapolis 

Co-Chairman 

Charles w. :,1orris, Louisville 

vi c e,-Chai rmen 

Indiana 

Charles S. Rauh, Indianapolis 
Samuel Fleck, Morion 
Robert 1oi. Pollak , Fort Wayne 
1~:auri ce Tucker, South Bend 
Herbert Rosenbloo~, Gary 
Sa~uel D. Seifer, lif!Jimond 
Harold Weinstein, East ChicRgo 
Louis Pearlman, LRfa.yette 
Benja.~in Blw:,berg, Terre Haute 
A.A. Brentano, Evansville 

Kentucky 

Lewis w. Cole, Lo~isville 
Silas Rosenfo1d, Owen~boro 
I-:ose Simon, Paducah 
Sam Pushin, Bowling Green 
Jay D. Weil, Lexington 

IN CHARGE OF ZO :-!E 

Indianapolis 
1arion 

]'ort Wayne 
South Bf'nd 
Gary-H~m ond 

tt It 

East Chic eo.-Indiana HDrbor 
Lnfayette 
Terre Haute 
Evansville 

Louisvill e 
Ov.ren boro 
Paducah 
Uowling Green 
Lexington 

REGIONAL MiETI~GS H.sLD 

Regional Conferences: l 
Zone ileetings : 3 

1938 (JDC-NCC-UPA) 
AHOUNT RAISED IN R.li:GIOil 
t 118,761 

1939 (UJA) 
RAISED AS OF 11/25 f 256,426 I r REGION 
TOTAL EXP iCTED $ 288,426 Min." " 



Conprising the &tates of: Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Northern Louisiana 

1939 RiGIOr AL QFFICERS 

Chairwon 

Herbert . tall inson, Dall-9.s 
(Also in Charge of Texas Division.) 

Vice-Chairmen 

Sol Brachman, Ft. Worth 
Jesse D. Opp enheimer. San Antonio 
Simon Sakow'tz, Houston 
Jack Israel, Ok ~.al1orna City 
Julius Li -1neston $ Tulsa 
Dave Grunc.1 est~ Li t t le 3.ock 

51 -_."le,,, L. H r old, Shrev~port 
I. H. Kempn er, Gal •✓- es ton 
Eli~s G, Krupp, Li Paso 

Tree~surer 

Fred F. Florence, Dall s 

~~Q!_.!3 t ary 

George A. Levy, Dallas 

Ion£ Chairmen 
Ark:.:.•rnas 

Bernard i.ioretsky, Hot Springs 
James G. Franklin, Pine Bluff 
Louis Cohen, Fort Snith 
:,lorri s Sand berger, Texerkana 
Dave Cornblntt, E dora 
Rabbi Carl uli ller, Hel entt 
H. Bornstein, Wynne 

Leslie L. J ~cobs, Dallas 
I.i. Horwitz, Ft. Worth 
Alex H. Senger, ¼aco 
Philip H. Lipst~te, Tyler 
Sam Dorfman, Longview 
Henry A. Perlstein, Eea ont 
J. E. Stein• Brown a vi 11 e 

I N CH G~ OF ZOHE 

Ft . Worth 
Sa..'1 Antonio 
P.ous ton 
0 :<laho raa City 
Tul sa 
Ar~-:ansas Divis i on (also Li t t l e Foe~ 

Zone-Cl, ·11 r 1Afl ) 

Northern Lo u's ln.n~ Di vi sion 

I 

Hot Snrings 
Pine Bluff 
Fort S :i i th 
Texarkana 
Eudora 
I:el ena 

ZONE 

" - Co-Chairman 

De.lls.s 
Ft. Y,orth -Co-Chairman 
ffaco 
Tyler 
Longvi e - Co-Chairman Tyler 

Brownsville & Lo "er Rio Grande Vallt'!y 



.. . .. 

soUTHlfE3T1'RN Rli1GION C cont• 4.) 

Zone Chairmen (Cont'd,) IN CHARGi OF ZO ii 

Northern Louisiana 

Louis L. Sugar, Shreveport 
Sig. Masur, Monroe 

Shreveport 
t~:onroe 

Kennett. 11,oui:1 

Jar.ies Kahn, Xennett Kennett 

RSGIO;·JA.L .iETi r GS HELD 

Regional C~nferences: 2 
State Meetings: 2 
Zone ~!.eetings: 7 

1938 (JDC-NCC-UPA) 
AMOU N·r RAISlD 111 REGIOX 

$267,316 

li}39 (UJ>J 
RAI SW AS OF l,l ~ $361,299 I N REG IO • 
TOTAL EXP~CTED $434,999 l- in," " 



NORTEfN"~s·11~ n RiGIO .. I 

Comprising the stat es of J Wa.ahing ton, Idaho, Utah, Nevada, OrP~ n, Montana, 
British ColUr.lbia 

1939 REGIO}:AL OFFI C.ERS 

Hon. Chairman 

Alfred Shemanski, Seattle 

Chairman 

Aaron M. Frank, Portland 
(Also in Charge of Orego n) 

Vice-Chairmon 

Rich~rd j. Lang , Seattle 
Morris Kleiner, Tacoma 
Joseph I. Rubens, Spokane 
Leo J. Falk, Boise 
J.B. Arnovitz, Salt Lruce City 
George Pa.rker, Reno 
Willian Meyer, Butte 
Harold B. Kahn, V ru1co uver 

Treasurer 

Harold F. ·,.- endel, Portland 

Executive Secreta~ 

Dr. Henry J. Berkowitz, Portland 

!1i CHAH.GE OF ZOJIE 

Washington Zona #1 
Wa.shinpton Zo ~e #2 
Washinr ton, Zone -if3 
Idaho 
Utah 
Nevada 
.. ontana 
British Col UJ."lbia 

Hegi onal Conferenceo: 1 

1938 (JDc-~cc-UPA) 
AHOUtJ•r RAI S J11) n ~ R.a:G I 0 
$ 108.609 

l9;i9 {UJA) 
RAI s~ As O:F' 11k 5 $187,739 I 
To 'AL ~XJt c·rrm 3/18?, 739 t. in." 

RIGIOi~ 
II 



rtEPOR'I OF THE ~REAS lJRERS 
PREPARED PURSliA ·u 70 AF~ CLE THIR:9 , SEC ION 7 OF 1'HE BY-LA; S 

A T "T I'P..E CO:aPORA(T'IE A Ii:G OF R'SJ - ·----:ISH JOE~T DI SrnR I.BTJ-r.' ':1:EE, I:TC. 
EELD 0. DECEi,lBZR 2 , 1939 . 

-·-- - - - - ------ - -- - - -·-- -

1. Request Acceptance by the ational Council of ti. e Joint Dist1,ib•1tion Co .. :nittee 
and the Board of Directors of a CertifiedAu.ill.eciRcport of--:.=es.rs . Loeb & Troper 
~J~ t he Year 193d. 

T~1e following is a summary of the figures contained in the audited repo rt of the 
Joi nt Distrib-u.tion Committee for the year 1938 which we pre ent herewith fo r 
examinatio 01 and hich includes stRten!ent of resources and liabilities tor_;ether 
with schedules containing full s1pportL , financial data . 

On the basis of calc latio r;ub:!lit~ed by the Campaig.:1 Office of th Joint 
Distribution Committ ee it :as esti,nated tl1at there would be available for tile 
operati'Jns of the Joint Distribution Co;Imittee for the fiscal pr--ri')d fro'n 
J anuary 1, 1938 to ecember 31 , 1938 a su.1 of ................. et $ 4, 25 , 000 . 

n addition t:ic Joint Distrib,1tio: Com:nitt c.-<:- rf)ccivE:d dur ins the 
fiscal yr-ar 1938. o:i accou".'lt of ,r vious campai 1.:.ns ani o ner 
sundry receipts, a:-id as inco:10 or f ds tomp0ra.rily i:i ·est ed .•.•• 
brin.o;ing the tota l inc ,:k e for 1938 to ........................... . 

Tle expenditur(s of the Joi rJ.t DLtributiol1 C): .. itt c-e for its 
fiscal ;,-/ear 19~8 tot (..l ......................... .... .... ......... . 

ult • • d -" . • t ' res 111.g 1n a eJ., 1c 2. o! •.... . ...••...... .......... ...•........• 
of e.x:r:endi ture s over L.1cor:1e . 
(I : co1nection with this eficit there 
m::.de in 1939 wl·ich rec.uced t · .. e ficure . 
i :1 t::e auditecl report for 19;:,j) . 

~erG certai. adjustme:ts 
nis vill bE rcflccte 

11. 400. 
l___ho3_6_,_4Q~ 

$ 4 ,112,000 . 
$ 7-- .1 §09..!.. 

T1e fiscnl o i'icers of the Joint Di tributio: .. Co.:unitt ce :-ve cxs.r,:i.:€'d 
t.e certifi€d ~udited report for 1938 ~nd have fou:1d it too~ i~ orler . 
In be alf of t ·1e Co:1r.1ittE:c , t he r (;;for e , may vr r eou8Gt the '.lCCt:p an e 
of this renort . ... 

11. Re ort of the Treasurers ~or 
i n aC::.va!'lce of closirg th~ book 

er 30 , 1939 . 
d:.1. r ~,rear) .-

As it is k:iow· , of tle f irst $£,r00,000 rec eived by t· c Unit -d 
J 'wish Arrn:?al on accou...1t of collect io1 this ·ear , the Joi :1t 
Distributio1. Coi:lfilittee •a t:) rec Eive li, of ..................• $ 5 , 000 , 000 . 
w.:ii ci ha already co; .e to h.:i..n . 
Ir1 ,lL c.i tion, we .1.der~t;.:1d t ~.1. ·-_ t as a : ult of the actio 1 take:. b 
thE Alloca i 0 C0!:ini ttc ... of t\ -:;,-,,i tcd Jev is:1 Anneal at --. me i:-i . 

~ ... 
held o ... _-ov :iber 15, 19 .... 9 , a furth2r su;. h·-.s b -e .. voted to tr e 
Joint Dis riblltion Co:r~. ittee of .............................. . 
brir.[:i ! c; tne total receipt. t0 the oi!'lt Jis ributio .. Co. ·it ee , 
'Jut f 1939 fur..d-raisi. t; efforts to .........................•. 
A ai!'lst t:iis, n.s rep'.)rtcd by the B ret :.. Seep Co:1 .. • ttee of ,l'l8 

J . . C., there tas bee~ np~ro riated thus fer b t~e .. C. for the 
t ~r 1939 a total of ....................... , ................. . 

resulting in ab d et'3ry eficit of .......................... . 

3 ,650 , 000 . 

$ 8 ,650 , 000 . 

10,479,500. 
j 1 §_3~_._ pQO 



.. 
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111. CASH SITUATIO T AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1939. 

Av~,ilables 

Cash on h~nd as of Ja~UZ1ry 1, 1939 .....••••••••••• $ 

Add: 
Receipts January 1 - Novenber 30, 1S39; 

On account of 1939 Ca~paigns •...•.••.••••••••• 

On account of 1938 and prior Campaigns •••••••• 

Repay.nent to J.D.C. of Advances uade to 

National aef~~ce Servica, Inc ••••••••••••••• 

5,000.000. 
949,000. 

265,000. 

Total Cas Available ........•............•...•.•••••••••••••••••• $ 6,570,000. 

EXPE~IDITURES - Period Ja~'Uf!rl 1st, th.JI 1oveober 30, 1939 

Payi.,ents 1.lB.de on accou.11t 1939 proc rar., •.•••••••••••• $6,194,000. 

Pav':"le~ts oade on account 1938 and prior prorrar.1s... 360,000. 

Lonn to Nation'.3.1 RefUf'.ee Service, Inc .••••••• ,..... 150, 000, 

Adv?..nce to Hational Coordinating 0 ) .. u.itt t'~-

Suspen$e Account - ....................••.••••••• ___ 6_3_,0_0_~~• 

Total Expenditures ...........................•••••••••••••••••••• $6, 767,000. 

Resul tL1g in · n excess of eA1;>endi ture over inco::ic· of ••••••••••••• $ 197,000. 

To nect this deficit the Joint Distribution Cornnittee 

has borrowed the followint;; a:iou:it s: 
Fro:.1 A~ro-Joint--J,TI.C. Suspense .ccount ••.••••••••• $ 250,000. 

Fro~ A.~erican Joint Reconstruction Fou..l ~~ti)n,Paris.. 50,000 • ..------.;.. 
300,000. 

Cash on hand as of Nove;:iber 30, 1939 ...............•.•..•.•••••••• $ 103,000. 

There re- ain, ... owever, tte followi - u:1paici balances: 

on acc~u..~t of the 1939 prorran ..........•.••.•.••••• $4,300,000. 

ti II ll 11 1938 II • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 62' QQ'). 
li:_362.._')00, 

Of this, we estira3te th~t we srall be c~lled upo. to ~eet 

further payr.rnnts f ):- the ronai der of t rds year, s follows: 

At c.isposal of the Paris office - as per cable 

advice r~ceived Novenber 28th ...........••.•.••••••• $l,200,000. 

For pro6
ra::is cleared throUf.:~1 the :Tew Y0 rk office: 

For Central & Soutl Anerica .....•...•.•• $ 60,000. 

Cultural Assistance..................... ~,000. 

Cuorl.o.ina ti 1 ~ Foundation. . . • . . . . . . . . • • • • • 20,000. 

Council for Ger .. an Jewry................ 70,000. 

(Half of t' is c...1ount is to be consi ered 

al outrig.t contribution a the ot~er 

half an advance). 
Co~ji sion for Polish Relief (advanc ) •• 50,000. 

Ad.r.inistration, discretionary and fu..~ction-

al service expenses..................... 80,000. 305 1
000. $1,sos,000. 

Excess of Expenditures ~nd Requirer.ie:1t s 

over availabl es of .....................••••••••••••••••• approx. 



• 
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T ::> ~1eet t he fore..:: o in:"; c1.sh re qui rcr,er ts we '1.rc arra:i --inr,, i th the 
n.p:"'roval of the Ex£cutivE; Co .. !"'.litt-·e of the J oint Distribution 
Co-1.uittee, for t he fJll)Wi:1t:: aacli tio~al torrJwi:ws : 

Fror. bank or banks .............................. $ rt50,000 . 
Fr on Aer~-Joint--J.-.C. Suspense Acc~u.nt 

(additionally)................................. 250 , 00') . $l, 0'):) , J00 . 
A. d we estin·te that ~e shRll rec ~ive furt~er 

pn.ynents fro lJ the United Jewish .Ap;rno.l d.uri.1f, 
t :.e rei:in.inder of 1939 totalling ......... .... ...•..........• 

TLus, t he Joi: t Distribution Cof.11:ii ttt.ie 'ltlill close the CA-lend'.:lr 
yenr 1939 with borrorlu.~a tot'l.11 iac, $1, 3(X), 000 . , rer.iayi E?nt of 
wl ich will !iavo t •J bE: aa e early i n 1940 as further a::10unt s 
co ... e t o t l-le J o i n t Distribut io1 CJ:t::d tt ,.:e frc,:.1 coll ecti o.:1s c,f 
t . e United Jewish Ap pe;:i.l f or 1939, a.!1d ,rith u.ipaid c 0,.1'.it -:-Lents 
0f $2,860,000. on a ccount of appropri9.tio s a:J:prove .:l n,,1ri ·:.c: 
1939. 

500 , fV)() . 

~1-1MO ]_p 9 .!.. 

Of t :1.e afo rene!'ltioned un:pa i d n pr0pri::l.tions t ') t a.1.li:lf; $2, 860 , 000 ., 
we est i. n t e t hat cas:i requir e.1rnts durL..[· the r·u·ly 
.io'1t hs of 1940 will ...,--:-o u.nt to ..............................•.. ~1 , 560,000 . 
To neot this, it is r>sti·.~tect t h:it t }E're w~ll be r ec e ived 
duri n;; t::.e early . .10: ths of l " ·-10 o ace:, ir..t of 19:-'':. CJll ·c i ons 
of t he U~ it e .. Je·.ri~h Ap::c'll, tre su.. of ..............•.......• 2 , 000 , 000. 
1 ea Vi nc q, baln.nc e ) f • •••••..••....•••.•••••••.•.•••.••••.•.••• $ 440 ?9_. 
w_· icl-1 \'ill be a ::>l ie .. t 0wn.r ~ t:-..e a. . .1orti zation of our lo-=t:1c, , 
tJt~lli~~ ~1,300 ,000 . 

It shoul ~ c· noted t: t t lie f')r coL1r !Jakes no . r ovis i o~1 f ., r 
bu."..,:·et 3,ry r oquire .. 10nts on ac c 1 mt of t hG 1940 prot::r ~1.-, , co•·werainr.; 
v:1ic_ , it i s difficult t:> r.ake n:1y f orecast n.t t . is ti::1e , nor oes 
it iaclude pr)vision for deferred c0 . . r.1 it~. ents t otall inc $1 , 320 , 000 . 

~ • ' • 19 '2 9 L.1-c""JXre . c..urL (; .:i • 

Respectf"J..lly 

I. Eclwin Go l ·1 wn. .,. sE:r 
~r easur t.. r 

N~ve~b r 30 , 1939 



LtEPORT O? SUP.ERS 
PREPARED PURSUA•.IT' mo AF.TICL 7 OF 11-:E S -----------· ·----

A TED AT THE CORPORA ETEiG OF IL~ 
JEWISH JOIJ.IT1 DISTRI3U IT~EE, I?TC. 

HELD on DECEMBER 2, 1939. 

----- - ____ .. __ -

1. Request Acceptance by the National Council of the Joint Distribution Com.nittee 
and the Board of Directors of a Certified Audi t.edReport of .-iessrs . Loeb & Troper 
~Jr the Year 193d. 

T11e following is a summary of the figures contained in the audited report of the 
Joint Distribution Committee for the year 1938 which we present herewith for 
examinatio:1 and which includes statement of rcso·u-c~s and liabilities together 
with schedules containing full supporting financial data . 

On the basis of calc latio~s submitted by th~ Cam ~ign Office of the Joi1t 
Distribution Committee it was estimated tlat there would be available fol' the 
operations of the Joint Distribution Co .. -. ittee for the fiscal period from 
January 1, 1938 to Dec ember 31, 1938 a su;. of ................. et $ 4,025,000. 

In addition the Joint Distrib tion Committ~e received during t. e 
fiscal year 1938, on account of previous cam?aibns and other 
sundry r6ceipts, and as incor:rn 0.1 funds tompornrily invested .... . 
bringing the total inc-:>1.1e for 1938 to ........................... . 

The expenditu.rE.s of the Joint Distribution Co:.:mitteG for its 
fiscal year 19~8 total .................................... , ..... . 

ult • ' d "". • t f' res 111g 1n a e.J.1c_ o .........•.............................. 
of expenditures over income. 
( I ~ co;. nect io with this deficit there 
mn.de in 193c wbich rod.uced t'4e fi gure. 
i:1 t he audited report for 19S:J). 

were certai~ adjustme~ts 
This will be r eflected 

11,400. 

$ 4 ,11 2, 0()0 . 
$ 75.J. 600. 

Tr1e fiscal officers of the Joirt Distributio1-. Comnittee hcve cxaid.ed 
th certified uudited rLport for 1938 and have f0Ul1d it too~ i~ orler . 
I n be alf of t 10 Co::m1ittee, ther0fore, may v reques t the acc€ptance 
of this report. 

11. Re ort of the Treasurers for 1939 as 
i~ advance of closing the books for 

-over.lber 30, 19 9. 
ce.l ond::tr year . 

A"' it is know· , of the first $~, 500,000 rec-~i ved by tho Uri ted 
J ,wish Apn:?al on accouat of coll ections this year , the Joi :.1 t 
Distributio. Co.nmi ttee was to recci ve a s .ll, of ..................• 

hie nas alr,-dy co;e to h~nd. 
In addition, we underst-;1d t. ·•tt s :1.r-! 1tl.t of the actio;1 takei b 
the Allocati 'Jl"l Cor:1r:1ittc~ of t '1c United ewish Appeal at a meC'ti~ 
held or1 -ov ::iber 15, 19 9, further s :n h" s been voted to the 
Joi nt Dis ribution Co.-r.ittPe of .............................. . 
bri~J ing the total r ceipts t0 th Joint Jistributio:1 Co'1riittce, 
'.)Ut of 1939 fund-r isi!lE, efforts to .......................... . 
A _ ai:1 t this, s reported by the B dget a:id Scop Con:1ittec of re 
J.D.C., there has bee~ appropri~ted thus far y t~ - J.D.C. for the 
ye '\r 1939 a total of .... ......................... , ........... . 
r esulti in a bllde;et ry deficit of ........... ., ............. . 

$ 5,000,000. 

3 ,650,000. 

$ 8 ,650, 000. 

$10,479,500. 
} 1 82~§Q0. 
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CASH SI UATIO r AS OF DJ:C.., .]~ 3 , l<;,39 . 
- --------· 

Ca sh 0 ~1 h:ind as of J :1m.ry 1, 19 9 ....•••••••••••• $ ~56 , 00 ') . 

Add: 
:aeceipts J .::-.nu.,,r 1 - N0ve1.b -~r 30, 1S39 : 

On a.cc om t of 19~9 Ca: p::i.i ns •••••••••••••••••• 

On account of 1038 an~ prior C3.r,p'.ti r..,· s •••••••• 

Repay:. ent to J . . C. ::>f J dva. ces .:1acle to 

, atior:n.l J. efu::;ce Service, Inc ••••••••••• •• .• • 

5 , 000 . 000 , 
949 , 000 . 

265 , 000. 

Tot a l Cas: Availnole ................ .. .......• • • • •••••••••••• • ••• .;, 6 , 570 , 000 . 

Pa:r.:- !tt s .. ,ad.e on accoU;.--it 1939 procra:., • . ••••••••• • •• $6 , 194 , 00':> . 

Pa:-::ie'1ts 1.a-i.e 0:1 R.cc0ur.t 1938 an· prior prorrm.s . • • 360 , 000 . 

Loc..n to :ation'"' .. 1 Ref; ee Service , Inc ............. . 150 , noo . 

AdV"'YJ.Ce to Hati0nal CoordL1ating C; . ... i t " C-

Sus .. ense Account - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • 6~, oot,. - --~--

Total ExpenC::.i tures ..... . ... .. ... . . .. . ... ..•.••••• •••• • •••• ••• • ••• 6, 767 , 000 . 

Rosultiar in an excess of expenc:.iturc· o er Lco:.,t of ........ . .... 197 , 000 . 

To □e€t thin d,('ficit the voint Distri~' tiou C·Jrnritt e 

has borrowed. the followinL: a ,ou'!'.lt s: 

:?ro:.1 A:ro- Joint--J . D. C. Susp0:1se Account... . . . ... ... 250 , 000. 

Fro·:i k:ierica:1 Joi~t Reco:1structi0n Fou:l"..' +-i);i,P'lri. •• 50 , 000 . - ---'"----
300 , 000 . 

Ca~h on ha:1d a . of Nove;1:..er 30 , 1939 ..• .. . .. ... • .•••••••• • ••••••• <!! 103 , 100 . 

There re ·3.in , r .. owcver , tr.e follo•,,L.~.: u:1p::-1i • b 1 .1 ces: 

on 3.cc"Ju:1 t of the 1939 pr J _ r· . . . . . . . . . • . • . • • • • • • • • • • 4 , 300 , 0°1. 

II II II ti 19 38 ti • • • • , • , • • • • • • • • • , • • • , • 6 2 , 00 ') • 
~4 362.1. ':>QQ.! 

Of this , we esti:-,mte thc\t ~e sr...all be c:i.lle~. upo.i tu weet 

further pay:. ents fj:- th\., rc .. aL er of t: is ve;_._r, s follows: 

At f isposal of tht Paris offic~ - a er cable 

advi cc re:.cei ved Nove:.,b r 28tr .. .... .. ............. . .. $1 , 200 , 0')0 . 

F 1 t ' . t' .,,. y ·1 '1~. • 
or pr J[ra::1s c e3.r€- nro11r·... He .. iew ')1 K Jl 1c • 

F')r C .. ral & Soutl: :.e r1c· .... • •• • ••••• ~ 60 , 00 . 

Cultural ,'i. sistance ...... . ...•• . •• • ••••• 

C • • t · ~ a •• uOT(..l.1·r. 11 l. JOU ... :J.11l.O l •••••• • ••• • •••••• 

Council for G r . .ian Jewry ..•.•••• •• •••••• 

( H[~lf of t:1is i.. .. 10unt is to be co ~ sidered 

a 1 outric.r..t contri 1.1tio:i a.: r~ th :.>t!".er 

2•· , 010 . 
20 , ,)0 . 
70 , 0 0 . 

r.·.lf .. 1 advar.ce) . 
CJ.~i.sion for Polish Relief (aiva ce) •• 50 , 000 . 

Ad.::1ini tration, discretion .. ry i n;i fill ction-

al service e cnsos ......••.......•.•••• 80 , 000 , 
~05 , 0JO . 

Excess of Expen i tures ~~ d Require::iE.~t s 

o· er avn.il'.J.bl es of . . ... , ...............•.••••• • •• • •• • ••• apr)ro :, 

l t 505 , 000 . 

~1 ·100.199~ 
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To : eet the f::>re:-oi:1 C'l.. req_ irr:. e:1t s "e 'l.ro arra~~L1r , wit the 

n.p. ra al of tl e Ex cu i ve Co . .1:1i ttee of the Joint Di stri but ion 

Co: .ittee , fJr the l")ll1wi'1t~ ·J/o.itio.al torrJwi:t-<" ! 

Fror.1 bank or banl s •• . ••...... . •.. ... .... . .. ..... $ rt50 , 000 . 

Fro□ Aero- Joint--J . D. C. Suspense AccJ nt 
( -4' ' t ' ~11·) a\,,,l.a1 1. on ... _\. •..... .. ..............•. .. ....... 

A:. c.. we esti.:-1ate that we sh.'lll recri ve f rti1er 
pc'.l.y:.rnnts fro:.1 the United Jewish "p,eal .uri:1r., 

t:.c re1nin·1 er of 1939 totallinG • . . . . . .. .......... .. ... .. ... 

T: us , t.1e Joi: t Di t r i bution C0or.11 t tE:e wi 11 clos tte cal e .. •l~r 

year 1939 with borrowi nss tot'lllin~ $1 , 300 , 000 ., r ep~~ ent of 

which \' ill have t J be ::ia e early in 19-10 as further a .. ount s 

co ... e to t.1e Joint Distributio1 CJ ::iitt,_e fr0:.1 collectio.:-s of 

t. e United Jewish Ap.:_Jr-F.tl for 1939 , and ,,rit!1 :-ipaid c01.· .it. cnts 

l)f $2 , 860 , 000 . on account of appropri:1.tions a:;_) ... , rove-.~ ·1ri ·:_.,. 

1'339 . 

lV. Stc:ttus of U:1pair. co~uit.1e, ts '.'.S of JanUr"J.ry 1 , 194C . 

Of t.1e 'lf :)rene:-it i oned u. r~.i :l a prripria i 0:1 t ot2.lli r,,~ $2 , 860 , 000 . , 

we est i.1" .. t e that cash require :ic:i.t s duri..[' th? e·1rly 

:c>:1ths of 1040 ~ill ;_:,.:-.~our~t to .......... .. ........... . ... . ..... $1 , 56':1 , 000 . 

To 110ct this , it is esti·.1.~ted th':'t t}:f're will be received 

.uri :- t:.e earl: . .1(). ths of l': 10 on ·1cco,11.t of 19~~~ C'.)11 c ionc-

of tlc U~ited JE:-1:.ric::. Ap_·•c'll , t::e r.u.. oi' ... . .. ................ ,. 2 , 000 , 000 . 

1 ea vi r r• !l bala:i.c e 1f ............ . ........ . ......... . .......... $ 448 _?9_. 

' • "h • 11 · 1 • d t t' t. t. f 1 .• 1c.-vn C'.1.::_.)le 0war .... er .. or1z. 1ono our O<:t::rn , 

t~t'.llli~~ ~l , 300 , 000 . 

It s! oul ~ bo noted t. t tLe fQr c0L ~ . akc,.. no _ rov1s10:i f ~r 

bu· :·et3.r~.· r cqu.ire~.wnts on ace 1· ... u1t of the 1940 prot~T!Cl, ., , co'"c1:r .. i '1i_, 

~ic. , it is :ifficult t) tqke n·1~ forec st at t~is ti~e , no~ ~es 

it i:iclude pr0visi0n for deferred. co .. uit:. ;1ts totallin~ $1 , 320,000 . 

L ic-.:.rrec: C:.uri:iG 1939 . 

I . Ee.win Gol ~wasscr 
'i'r asur r 

Respectf J.lly 
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REPORT OlT NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS TO THE JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

Sunday, December 3, 1939 

I . Board of Directors 

(A) The following names comprise the present Board of Directors of 
the Joint Distribution Committee . Those names starred with an( • ) are 
members of Class A., whose tenns expire this year . The Nominating Com­
mittee has recommended the re - election of all these persons : 

Dr . Cyrus Adler ., Philadelphia 
* Mr . E. P. Adler , Davenport , Iowa 

Mr . Bertram M. Aufsesser , Albany 
* Mr . Carl J . Austrian, New York 

Mr . Paul Baerwald ., New York 
* Wu- . George Backer , New York 

Mr . Edward M. Baker , Cleveland 
1Lr. James H. Becker , Chicago 
Mr . Joseph M. Berne , Cleveland 

* Mr . Jacob Billikopf , Philadelphia 
Mr . Jacob Blaustein, Baltimore 

* Mr . Herbert R. Bloch ., Cincinnati 
Mr . Louis J . Borinstein , Indpls . 
Ntr . Abner Bregman, New York 
Mr . David M. Bressler , New York 
Mr . Abe Bronfman, Montreal 
Wu- . Amos S. Deinard, Minneapolis 

* Mr.Louis H. Ehrlich , Kansas City 
* Hon .Abram I . Elkus , New York 
* Mr . Morris Engelman ., New York 

Mrs . Myron S. Falk., Jr., few York 
Mr . Harry Fischel , New York 
Mr . Bernard Flexner ., New York 
Judge Phillip Fonnan, Trenton 
Aaron M. Frank, Portland , Oregon 

* 1 r . [eyer G i 11 is , New York 

• Hon . Edward Lazansky., Brooklyn 
* Rabbi Morris S. Lazaron ., Baltimore 

Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, New York 
Leo Lehman., Pittsburgh 

* Robert Lehman, New York 
Rabbi Emil W. Leipziger , New Orleans 

* Samuel D. Leidesdorf, New York 
Mrs . David M. Levy ., New York 

• ltr . Isaac H. Levy , New York 
Mr . Sam h . Lewisohn, New York 
Mr . Albert H. Liebennan , Philadelnl· l.3. 

ir . Carl M. Loeb , New York 
Mr . Joseph P. Loeb ., Los Angeles 
Dr . Solomon Lowenstein ., New York 
Mr. Herbert Mallinson ., Dallas 
Mr. Samuel. N.arkell , Boston 
~ir. James Mlrshall , New York 

* Mr . Charles W. Morris ., Louisville 
Mr . Edward A. Norman., New York 

* Mr . Meyer L. Prentis ., Detroit 
* Hon . Joseph M. Proskauer ., New York 

Hon . Benjamin J . Rabin ., Ne~ York 
* Mr • .Aaron S. Rauh , St . Louis 
* Dr . A. J . Rongy , New York 

Nu- . James N. Rosenberg, New York 

Judge Jonah J . Goldstein , New York • 
* Mr . I . Edwin Goldwasser ., New York 

Mr . Lessing J . Rosenwald ., Philadelrhia 
rr . William Rosenwald , New York 

Mr . Ben Sadowski ., Toronto 
Dr . J . J . Golub , New York 

Harold K. Guinzburg, New York 
Salmon P. Halle , Cleveland 

• Mr . David E. Harlem, Denver 
Mr . Adolph Held , New York 
i.r . A~rco F. Hellman., New York 

• Mr . Sidney L. Herold , Shreveport 
• 1l_r . Abraham Horowitz , New York 

!Ir . Henry Ittleson., New York 
:Mr . Alfred Jaretzki , Jr.: -~e., York 
Mr . k.lexander Kahn , New York 

* 1.r . E. I . Kau.finann , Washington 
fr . Louis E. Kirstein , Boston 

Hr . Samuel C. Lamport ., New York 
fr . Sidney La.nsburgh , Bal imore 
;~r . Albert D. Lasker , Chicago 
Judge Horace Stern ., Philadelphia 

Mr . Simon Sakowitz ., Houston 
• 1~ . A. L. Saltzstein., 1lilwaukee 

,lr . E. J . Schanfarber ., Columbus 
Mr . William H. Schwe.rzschild , Richmond 

Hon. Murray Seasongood , Cincinnati 
i'.:~r . Eustace Seligman, New York 
Mr . Berne.rd Semel , New York 

* 1 .. r . Alfred Shemanski ., Seattle 
Mr . \".illie.m J . Shrader , Cincinnati 

* Mr . Dudley D. Sieber ., ew York 
* .!r . iendel D. Silberberg, Los Migeles 

Ton • . 1. C. Sloss , San Francisco 
Mr . .odie J . Spiegel, Chica.go 
Kr . Jesse H. Steinhart., San Francisco 
Jr . Edgar B. Stern , ew Orleans 

• 1rr . Henry i . Stern ., Rochester 
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Mr . Hugh Grant Straus , Br ooklyn 
?/.rs . Roger W. St r aus , New York 
Mr . Lewis L. St rauss , New York 

• Rabbi Aaron Teite l baum, New York 
• Mr. F. Fr ank Vor enbe r g, Boston 

Mr . Edwa r d f . M. Y.arburg , !Jew York 

:rs . Felix 1. Wa rburg, New York 
.Mr . Eugene V,arner , Buffalo 

r . Henry Wineman, Detroit 
* [r. Moses )"iinkelstein, Syracuse 

Dr . Jonah B. "ise , New York 
Mr . ]~orris i,i ol f , Philadelphia 

(B) In additi on, the r e have been noIT.inated for membe r ship in the Board of 
Director s the following names in the c l asses indi cated : 

Class b. 

Mr. Sidney J . a llen , Detroit 
Judge Maurice Ber non, Cleveland 
hr . Newton Eissinger , SanFrancisco =/f­

Dr . ~."orris R. Cohen ., New York 
.r . David Dubinsky , New York 

1:r . x J . Epstein ., Chicago 
Mr . William K. Frank , Pittsburgh 

Leo H. Heimerdinger , Phila . 
Albert D. Hutzler , Baltimore 
Milton Kahn , Boston 
Tm.lton Kutz , ~ilmington 

Class B 

rr . Jacob Baskin , New York 
Mr . L. E. Block , Chicago 
}tr . Fred M. Butzel , Detroit 
:Ir . Eddie Cantor , Los .Angeles 

Mr . Louis Caplan, Pittsburgh 
[r . :aathan Chanin ., New York 

Mr . Reubin Guskin, New York 
Judce Harry Hollzer ., Los Angeles 
Prof . aax J . Lerner , 'Viilliamstov.n 
1~ . Hirsch -~nischewitz , New York 
1:r • .hbrahem Viiller , New York 
l:ir . Paul 1!.'Uni , Los 1 ge 1 es Charles J . Liebman , New York 

Harol d F. Linder~ New York 
Henry Monsky , Omaha 

_ Dr. Iinrcus Nadler , New York 
Dr . Bernard Sachs , New York 

David de Sol a 

Class C 

1r . Ja than 11. Stein, lW::ilwaukee 
u . Frank L. Sulzberger ., Chicago 

Mr . David Bernstein ., New York 
N.ir . John L. Be rnstein, :New York 
Dr . Alfr ed E. Cohn, Jew York 
Tur . Leon FalK, Jr ., Pittsburgh 
Prof . Louis Finkelstein, New York 
11r . Samuel a. Go l dsmith , Chicago 
Hon . Henry Horner , Springfi 0ld , Ill . 

f Prof . Jerome .itichaels , re-..1 York 
A • Ha r ris Perlstein., Chicago 
Ir . Hiram s. Rivitz , Cleveland 
Judge ,1orr is Rothenberg , 1 ew York 
Mr . Leon Sunstein, Philadelphia 
N...r . fax .M. Wa r burg, New York 

=#= r . Ha r ry ~a rner , Los Angeles 
=#= 1fr· . .A.do l ph V,eil , Montgomery 

lr . David P. Wo 1, St . Louis 

(# .. - Subject to acceptance ) 
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II . Executive Committee 

(A) The following , who are at pr esent members of the Executive 
Committee , are recommended for re- election: 

Dr . Cyrus Adler Hon . Edward La.zansky 
Mr . George Backe r Mr . Samuel D. Leidesdorf 
Mr . Paul Baerwald Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
Mr . David M. Bressler Mr . Sam ~. Lewis~hn 
Mr . Harry Fischel Mr . Albert H. Lieberman 
Mr . I . Edwin Goldwasser Dr . Solomon Lowenstein 
Mr . Harold K. Guinzburg Mr . James A!Rrshall 
Mr . H6nry Ittleson Mr . James N. Rosenberg 
Mr . Alfred Jaretzki , Jr . Mr . villiam Rosenwald 
Mr . J\lexander Kahn Mr . Eustace Seligman 
Mr . E. I . Kaufmann Mr . Lewis L. Strauss 

r . Albert D. Lasker Mr . Edward II. M. Warburg 
Rabbi Jonah B. Vdse 

(B) The following are nominated as additional members of the 
Executive Connnittee : 

r . David Dubinsky Mr . Harold F. Linder 
1Ir . Samuel A. Goldsmith 
Dr . J . J . Golub 
Mr . Adolph Held 

1Ir . Hirsch :Manischewi tz 
Prof . Jerome Michaels 
Judge :Morris Rothenberg 

Mr . Max ?. .. . ·rarburg 

III .Officers 

The follo,ving recommendations are ma.de fo r election and re - election 
as Officer s of The Joint Distribution Committee : 

Mr s . Felix M. Warburg ., Honorary Chairman 
Mr . Paul Baerwal d, Chairman 
'ir . Edward .M. i . Warburg , Co- Chairman and Chairman , Administration Cor.imi ttec 

Mr . James N. Rosenberg , Chainnan, Executive Committee 
_Mt:• _J~e_s _H~ ~e<?_ke_r ~ ~hf:_i!]Ua_n ,_ ~a~i~i:_l Council 

r . George Backer , Vice- Chairman .:r. Albert -• 1' 0 bor 1·"'° C • a _ ~ . man , _g - _ 1rm n , 
Mr . David M. Bress i :_ r., Vice- Chairman t • o. al Council 
Mr . Alexander Kahn ., -Vice- Chainnan 
Hon . Herbert H. Lehman., Vice- Chairman 
Dr. Solomon Lowenstein , Vice- Chairman 
Mr . 1\illiam Rosenwald , Vice- Chairman 
Mr . William Shrader , Vice- Chairman 
Hon . M. C. Sloss , Vice- Chairman 
Rabbi Jonah B. V~ise , Vice- Chairman 
Mr . Joseph c. Hyman, Executive Vice - Chairman 
Mr . I . Edwin Goldwasser , Treasurer 
Mr . 10.rco F. Hellman, Treasurer 
.r . Abner Bregman, ~ssociate Treasurer 
... iss Evelyn 1. Morrissey ., .ii.ssistant Treasure r 

11rs . H. B. L. Goldstein , Comptrolle r 
Dr . Joseph J . Schwartz , Secretary 

··r . Isidor Coons , Carnpaign Director 
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§ULLETIN 17 - PRESENT ACTIVITIES OF THE J.D.C. 

(Refugee Aid 1n South and Central America, 
the Philippines a.nd Shanghai) 

March 27, 1940 

As a haven for refugees, the countries of Central and South Americ have l oomed 

large in the hopes of persecuted European Jews. Sparsely settled for the most part , 

Latin America is rich in resources, fertile and undeveloped. It can utilize now ma.n­

power, new industries, new means to capitalize natural wealth. Ever since the ince -

tion of the National Socialist regime in Germany, which loosed a tidal wave of refug es 

over the surface of the earth, the finger of logic has pointed to South and Cent ral 

America as a terrain eminently suitable for absorbi large number s of the wanderer s . 

Yet the fact of the matter is that Latin America was slow to assume its natural role 

of refuge, and it is only within the past year or so that it bas been possible for its 

activities to be organized in orderly fashion, in order to weave the refugee into t he 

fabric of La.tin American life. 

Thia issue of the Bulletin is being devoted to the J.D.C. program of aid for 

refugees in South and Central America, the Philippines and Shanghai. The last two 

Bulletins have dealt with our European work in beha.lf of Polish and German Jews re­

spectivel7. In order to round out the picture of J.D.C. activities, which cover 52 

countries of the globe, there follows a.n outline of the extensive measures which have 

been undertaken in the countries on this side of the Atlantic. 

~eneral Background 
The refugee population in La.tin America todq numbers about 84,000. Of these, 

at least 14,000 have entered during the past twelve months. Heither war, nor formal 
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di fioultles, nor diaoouragi.Dg pbl'sic&l and climatic conditions have halted the stream 

of human beillgs who, under duress, have been forced to seek as1lum wherever they could 

find the poeaibilit7. JlanT South American oountriea, politicall7 tempestuous, have 

un ergone ch,µlges 1n government in a brief BRace of time. Bew regimes have imposed 

different restrictions and qualifications upon 1.mnigration. Regulations have been 

amended with lightniDg rapidit1, sometimes retroactively, sometimes taking effect when 

a boat-load of refugees was on the high seas, and ohangiDg their status before they 

even had an opportunity to set foot on the land of their dest1nat1on. 

'An outstandtilg example which comes readilJ to mind is the incident last May of 

t e SS ST. LOUIS and its cargo of 900 human pavrns who, of their own volition, were 

pr o eeding t o Cuba. Despite prolonged negotiations oonducted on their behalf by the 

J.D.C., they ere forced to make the heartbreaking Journey back across the Atlantic, 

e.nd their last-minute re~cue from deportation to Ge~ had to be effected by the 

J.D.C. In other instances, however, asylum has been found, almost without exception, 

for the immi ants in one or another country. eople w o were refused admission into 

Paraguq wee settled in Uruguay or Chile. Those bound for Trinidad were enabled to 

enter Venezuela. As1lum was found in Peru or Bolivia for large numbers ho bad dis­

covered that they would not, after all, be ablo to obtain admission to the South 

American country for which they had originall.J set out. Others who had thought that 

their admission into Kexico was virtually assured, ha to be taken oare of in Cuba 

when Mexican authorities refused to admit them. 

Panio Jrp1grat1on 

In the face of these conditions, it is small wonder that the refugee situation 

in South and Central America b~gEµi to assume chaotic proportions toward the end of 

1938. The situation was brought to a head after the Anscblusa of Germany with Austria, 

hen panic emigration rose to unprecedente~ be~ lts. Despite evecy effort of the or-

g izations subventioned by the J.D.C., which iasu d warning after warning, boat after 

boat left European shores with unknown or uncertain destination. The passengers were 
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dumped at~ port that would reoeive them, and left to the meroy of ciroumetanoes. 

No advanoe pr parationa had been made by local conmunities to care for these st randed 

refugees. On m8.I3¥ occasions there were actually shortages of such basic necessities 

as beds, blankets and even roofs. There as no possibility of controlling the situa­

tion and of setting up orderly procedures, whereby the refugees might be inte rated 

into the lives ot their newl.J found oountriea. 

J.n.c. Investigation IR4 Action 

During 1938 the J.D.C. found that repeated and inoreasingly urgent pleas for 

assistance were being made from South American oountries. Hot only was the need for 

material aid great, but it was important that soma influential body should organize 

local communities in suoh a w,q as to assure maximum oai~e for the refugees as well s 

maximum participation by looal Jewish comar.mitles in the responsibility £or refugee 

a.esistanoe. Bearing in mind also the la.tent danger of a rapid spread of an·~i-Semi tisrr 

from Latin America to the United States unless refugee conditions were quickly brought 

under control, the J.D.C. organized a Coumittee on Refugee Aid in Central and South 

Amerioa. 

The Committee quiokly came to the conclusion that an urgent requirement was a 

comprehensive a.nd detailed knowledge of the refugee situations int e respective Cen­

tral and South Amerioan countries. Accordingly, following up previous survey trips, 

two representatives of the J.D.C. undertook a three-months tour of the continent, cov­

ering more than 20,000 miles and visiting 11 countries. Their mission was not merely 

informational. Where fa.ctiona.l. differences existed among different sections of the 

Jewish comunities, they helped to iron them out. Where no committee was in existence 

and the number of refugees Justified the creation of one, the J.D.C. men persuaded 

representative local leaders to undertake the formation of such a group. Constructive 

suggestions ware made as to how the refugees might be usefully employed. Pls.ns were 

formulated for r lief and maintenance, for mplo11Jlent asaistanoe, for care and educa­

tion of children, for medical aid and for many ot er fo~ s ox constructive endeavor. 



In cooperation with other agencies, possibilities for agrioultural programs were oon­

sidered. In other words, the entire refU&ee situation in South America was organised 

on an efficient and planned basis, and the J.D.C. began to expend substantial suma in 

those oountries. 

Progress ¥ab 

During 1939, the J.D.C. appropriated 1600,000 to provide urgently required 

assistance to the needy among the refugees in La.tin America, Shanghai and the Philip­

pines. During the year, the problem was aggravated by the entrance of 14,000 newoomers 

in Le.tin America alone, the largest number of whom were almost totally dependent upon 

committee aid from the moment of their arrival. On the other hand, under the careful 

tutelage of the J.D.C., the local ooamittees achieved a greater degree of maturity and 

self-reliance during the year. Construotive progress was made in many directions. 

Almost without exception, for instance, assistance is now given by La.tin Amerioan 

refugee committees on a loan basis. This removes the stigma of outright relief and 

helps to maintain the morale of the beneficiaries. 

Furthermore, a fine cooperative inter-relationship has been developed among a 

number of the local ooumitteea. A recent incident illustrates this. The coD1Dittee in 

Lima, Peru, requested us to advise the ooamittee in Panama of the impending passage 

through the Panama canal of a boat carrying rei:'ugee passengers for Bolivia and Chile. 

The Lima committee suggested that the Panama coamittee secure a passenger list and or­

ganize a committee of the refugees on board. This request was transmitted by the 

J.D.C. to the organizations with which it works in Panama City and Colon and the in­

formation secured in Panama was passed along to the oomnittees in Bolivia and Chile. 

With this fore-knowledge, and the cooperation of the committee of refugees organized 

on the boat, the coII1Dittoes in Bolivia and Chile were able to land and diotribute the 

refugees with greater effieienc7 and lees dieoomfort. 

The J.D.C. today 1s continuing its assistance in South and Central America, 

Shanghai and the Philippines. It is appropriating at a rate of $800,000 a year for 



activities whloh will serve tha two-fold purpose of relieving the need that exists 

among the refugees already there, and creating such favorable ~ond1t1ona and impres­

sions as will allow further large numbers of distressed European Jews to find a haven 

in these areas. 

Population RelationshiR§ 

When it is borne in mind that the tote.l Jewish population of allot South 

and Centra.l. America prior to the refugee influx waa only 4'75,000, a. keener apprecia­

tion may be had of the impa.ot ot 84,000 refugees on the coD'.lllunities. Of the sixteen 

South and Central Americ-9.Il countries in whioh the J.D.C. expends funds, the refugee 

population exceeds the native Jewish population in nine. In the seven others, the 

ratio of refugees to local population ranges f_om 59~ to 3%. Bolivia, for instance, 

with a native Jewish population of 60, has 10,000 refugees! The small island of 

Trinidad, with an equally sILall native Jewish population, has nine times as many 

refugees - 460. In Peru the local Jewish oonmunity of 1,500 cares for 2,000 iDIIli­

gra.nts. In the tiny republio of Haiti, 10 local Jews have found their number swelled 

by 184 refugees. 

Examples of Refugee Situation~ 

There follow brief descriptions of tbe situations in some of the Latin American 

countries in which the J.D.C. works. 

Bolivia: One of the most serious problems in South America arose last 1ear 

with the influx of 10,000 refugees into the small countcy of Bolivia whose general 

population of 4,300,000 is 96% primitive Indian. There was an aoute shortage ot ac­

tual necessities in Bolivia, and extraordinary measures were necessar, to secure suf­

ficient houses, beds, cooking utensils, eto. in order to feed and care for the refugee 

popule.tion. 

Uthough the nativ Jewiim population of Bolivia. embraces only 50 rersons, it 

was fortunate for the refugees that a J~wish leader with important interests in Bolivia 

orked ef fectively and untiringly in their behalf . A promising agricultural training 
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proJeot bs.s been initiated in Bolivia, established by the local ooll'.IJlittee, through 

which 140 refugees are now euocessfully operating a farm. With the support of other 

organizations, plane are now under way to enlarge these training facilities, in order 

to make possible further agricultural opportunities for thousands of irrmigrants who 

may be adapted to farm work and who may thus become self-supporting. Bolivia, which 

is not economically well developed, cannot absorb a large number of professional or 

commercial workers. Agriculture offers almost the only possibility for self-support. 

The American 1ewish Joint Agricultural Corporation and the Refugee Economic 

Corporation have each granted 150,000 to permit the experimental farm to be enlarged 

in order to accommodate another 200 families, thus paving the way for a broadening of 

the prog am of resettlement and rehabilitation in Bolivia. 

Chile: Of the 10,000 refugees now in Chile, approximately 6,000 arrived dur­

ing the last half of 1939. During the last two or three months, arrival of several 

additional boatloads of immigrants has given rise to a particularly difficult problem 

and has necessitated the expenditure of large sums for tho transportation of more than 

1,000 refugees to the southern provinces, for effeoting the release a.nd delivery of 

their baggage, and for providing them with food and shelter. The story of how more 

than 600 refugee pasae,ngers on the SS AUGUSTUS were received in Valparaiso on December 

28th, 1939 and were transported, en masse, to the south, demonstrates the amazing dis­

cipline and self-restraint of these persons. A handful of local leaders organized the 

necessary trains for the transport, and with a certain amount of government coopera­

tion made the difficult distribution of refugees in half-a-dozen cities over a period 

of three days and nights. The large recent influx of inmigrants to Chile bas resulted 

in a governmental halting ot turther admission, for the time being at least. There is 

a large-scale task ahead 1n order to settle the newcomers. 

A revolving oonatructive loan-fund has been 1n operation in Chile for several 

months. Loans ranging 1n amounts from flO to tl65 have enabled refugees to engage 

1n a variety ot tra4ea and oooupations - radio meohan1o, book dealer, book binder, 
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builder, quilt manufacturer, butcher, eleotrioian, tailor, collar manufacturer, board­

ing house keeper, la.undcy, photographer, baker, nursery school, pocketbook manufac ­

turer, ladies hat manufacturer, manufacturer of pharmaceutical supplies e.nd cosmetics, 

and fruit dealer. 

Plans are also being studied which may lead to the initiation by other agencies 

of agricultural proJects in Chile. The presence in that country of at least 150 ref­

ugee families who 111ere farmers in Europe and iiho can ad.a.pt themselves to fann work in 

Chile with compa.ra.tlvel7 little :preliminary training, makes the launching of such ag­

ricultural projects ;particularly desirable. It is also felt that a.n agricultural 

scheme will have a beneficial effect on the attitude of the Chilean people, as well as 

of the government. 

Cuba: The number of refUgees in Cuba has been somewhat reduced since last 

year by reason of the fact that many were awaiting visas to tbe United States, and 

have since been permitted to enter this country under the quota. There a.re now a.bout 

2, 900 refugees rema-1 ni ng in Havana. Since, under the CUban laws, refugees are not 

permitted to work, a large number of the illllligrants have to be supported. Although 

the refugees are fewer in numb~r than last year, the amount e,rpenden tor relief has 

not been substantially reduced beoause Dl8.D7 who bad personal resources last year a.re 

now a.t the end of their own tunds and h~e had to app:cy to the local cOOJD1ttee for 

maintenance. Tho problem in Cuba 1e relat1vel1 static, sinoe further imnigration is 

not being permitted. It is hoped that, within the next two or three 7ears, the situ­

ation of the German refugees there can be liquidated through the admission to the 

United States of moat of those appl7ing for viaaa. 

A amall proJect, operated under the auspices of the Quakers, hae enabled about 

50 refugees to be remove1 from the rolief rolls e..a such. Thia proJsct, kn.own as a 

finca, provides traini.Dg in various tn,es of handicraft ork a.n.d in the management of 

the proJect itself. The J.D.C. pays for the support and maintenance of the refugees. 
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Shanghai 

The number of refugees in desolate Shanghai, the "port of last reaort 11 in r -

ug e life, has remained more or less statio (at about 18,000) since last August, hen 

Japanese authorities sharply limite further immigration to the area controlled by 

them d the Fr nch Concession likewise closed its doors. At the beginning of this 

year, 14,000 refugees were registered with the local committee. Of these, 3,750 were 

in community csmps organized and supported b the coomittee, and about 1,400 w re be­

in maintained in private horns. Some 6,500 refugees were being fed daily on a min-

im 1 basis. The average diet consisted of tea and b~ead in the morning; meat, a veg­

etabl and bead at noon; bread, coffee a.nd margarine at night. 

Medical aid is particularly important for the refugees in Shanghai, who found 

it difficult to adjust themselves to the intemperate climate. The refu ee committee 

found it nece sary to establish five fee clinics, treating about 3,000 cases a week; 

a eneral hospital ith 50 beds; and an isolation hospital with ?6 beds. Special drives 

were launched locally to establish a maternity hospital. as well as a central pharmacy. 

Const uctive help was furnished through a revolving Rehabilitation Fund, es-

tablished by Sir Victor Sassoon of Shanghai, through hioh 1,384 refugees nabled 

to become economically self-sustaining, and by taking care of their own families, re­

moved 3,380 persons from the relief rolls of the committee. In addition, the local 

committ e sable to find em lo ent for nearly 1,000 persons. A numb r of the doc­

tors were placed in hospitals 1n the interior of China. 

A school for refugee children, equipped for 600 pupils, as started in June. 

Additional educational facilities are afforded through a special kindergarten for 

children under six and through teac ers 0£ English for 1,200 adults. During the bit­

terly cold winter months, hoe er, it was found necessary to close the schools been se 

of inadequate beating fao111t1es and insufficient funds with which to buy coal and 

ood, hich increased sharply in price. 

The Euro ean war, tho h geogra hically far removed from Shanghai, bas had 
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severe re ercussions o t e ref'llgee situation. Increased cost of all conmodities and 

the diaoontinuance of oont ibutions hitherto received from British Jews as well as 

from the Jes of s@veral other countries, created a situation as a result of whioh the 

J.D.C., ich had p e iously been the chief source of foreign support for refugee work 

1n Shanghai, now finds itself the oni., source. 

th,e PhilippipM 

The 150 Jes of Man1Ja. a.re at pr sent assisting a refugee population of 750. 

While t Philippi es ar hopefully regarded by leaders in refUgee endeavor as an ul-

t ate o tl t for ~ubatantiaJ. colonization proJects, the 1mm d.iate problem has been to 

adJust to refuges already on the Islands to lifv there. ore than one-third of the 

1mm·grants a.re on the relief rolls of the refugee committee whioh, 1n view of the 

scant local Jewish ~opulation, must look to the J.D.C. for the bulk of its :funds. 

Jobs have been found for the remainder, and business loans have enabled a number of 

families to become self-supporting. The local oonmittee operates four cooperative 

homes for refugees. A fifth oenter, located on a farm, will accommodate 40 to 60 per­

sons who will be able to provide themselves with fruits, vegetables and poultry. 

United Jewish Appeal 

To continue its constructive work of rehabilitation in South and Central 

America, as well as to support its programs of emergency aid and relief in the dis­

tressed areas of Europe, in behalf of the Jews in Poland, tho re~ees from that land, 

the Jews in Germany, Austria, Bohemia-Moravia, Slovakia and the refugees from those 

countries, the Jews in Hungary, Roumania, Lithuania, Italy, etc. - for the maintenance 

of all these activities, the J.D.C. depends on the :funds supplied to it by the Jews 

of America through the United Jewish Appee.l for Refugees and Overseas Needs. The 

number of lives which the J.D.C. can save through its emergency programs in Europe or 

reconstruct through its rehabilitative programs in Latin America is in direct propor­

tion to the support rendered by American Jewry to the fund-raising effort of the 

United Jewish Appeal. 
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