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CONFID TIAL 

TRANSLATION FROu REW 

From A. Kaplan 
Jewish Agency Jerusalem, 2.10.39 

To the Jewish Agency 
London 

I have before ue your letters in regard to the London Budget and your 

request to give immediate instructions to the APB to transmit •16.000. I have 

already written before, and am compelled to write again, that it is not possible 

for us no to give instructions to deduct substantial amounts from our account 

every month. Some days ago I gave instructions to pay out the amount due for 

October and I wired you accordingly. I am desirous to do everything possible 

in order to make prompt payment also in future. But I consider it necessary to 

explain our financial position to you. 

The Jewish Agenc received during September "24,000 which includes 

•8,000 received from South Africa on account of the next few months. ith this 

amount our Treasury bad to meet all the large demands made upon us. Suffice it to 

mention that this month we have spent over •10,000 on relief alone and about -5,000 

on illegals, and we have also entered into obligations for tens of thousands of 

pounds in connection with supplies and security. And the position is gro ing worse 

daily. On the 1st October we had at the Bank .t;,000 and we very often have to 

spend more than that in one d'3¥. 

Such a position deprives us of any possibility to authorise here any 

budget ~ot only for one year, but even for a number of months, and we cannot do 

this for London either. 

To add to our difficulties we are receiving various requests from a 

nw:iber of countries for fiaancial help for refugees, for travelling expenses to 

Palestine.etc. etc. Especially heavy are now the demands from people in Poland. 

Scores of old Zionists are appeal or help, to save them and their families who 

have been left without a penny. I understand their pasition quite well, and I 

know equally well how difficult it i t present to launch a large campaign for 

Pal stine; and nevertheless and in spite of all it is imperative that such a cam

paign whould take place, and failing that I am very mu.ch afraid of the way matters 

will develop even in the next few weeks. .. 

Dr. Hantke bas submitted to me his estimates for the income from all 

countries with the exception of the United States, a well as an estimate of the 

various obligations of the Keren Hayesod. And feom these estimates I received the 

"good tidings that the KR will not remit to the Agency treasury, again with the 

exception of the U.S., more than •3988 per month. You can therefore understand 

my state of mind and the conditions for our work here. e have informed all the 

councils and the workers• organizations, that we shall be unable even this month 

to continue our grants to the unemployed and the destitute, at any rate to the 

same extent as we have been doing hitherto. This announcement has resulted in 

certain reactions. The workers applied to the local councils and to the municipal

ities. On Friday I was invited to Mr. Jop.nson, at th~ H.C 1s request, who endeav

oured to explain to me the position of the Government reasury, and that the Govern

ment could not undertake any additional burden at the present. I insisted that we 

could do nothing. Finally he offered to participate to the extent of 50:50, and 

said that upon our participation depended also the Government's help. I have not 

yet given him any reply for I do not see how we can pledge ourselves even to the 

extent of one half. 

I have tried to explain the position to you. Mr. Shertok has 



... , . • 

taken detailed material with him. I myself am not very pessimistic about our position. Its ems to me that the most diffic lt times will b the next few monthe, and if e are able to tie over t_ese months d c mobilise large f ds for constructive work, we shall be ble to maintain our positions and even extend them to a certain extent. But it is cle r that th next fe months ill be very difficult and dangerous ones unles help arrives in good tie. 

I wold ask you therefore to see matters in their true light and that you should ••nxnx ndeavour to do everything possible in order to mobilise financial means. e can respond to the extent of our means only. 
I have written to the Keren Kayemeth. ith regPrd to the Zionist Organisation I can a:y nothing now. It has r,mained ithout any mean whatever. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Kaplan 
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Dr. Abba Hillel ~ilver 
The '.l'emple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

vear vr. Silver: 

October 13, 1939 

CABLE ADDIH:99 

"NIZORll:NT" 

We thankfully acknowledge your t elegram, in 
which you inform us that you are ready to receive 
our committee, at your l'anple, t his '.l'uesday night, 
October 17th, at 8 .P . fo . 

lt sha l l indeed be a pleasure for our committee 
to take advantage of your court esy. 

K:RW 

Sincerely yours, 

li\~t'~~ 
RABBI AX Kl RSHBLut.• 
Executive "ecret ry 
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~Nittt' fiat~ ti"ii;i";i ri,~,,c.i 

THE lEWISll AGENCl' FOR PALESTINE 

Telegram, : "JEVAGUCY JERUSALEM 

Tela11ho11: 4671 (5 Lll[S) OF"FlCE Of' THE EXECUTIVE 
P. 0 Box 92, Codes : BEITL£Y'S 

Ref No. b:) 

Jerusalem 

\ \ 10th November, 1939. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
A.merioan Zionist Organisation, 
111, Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 

My dear Dr. Silver, 

Mr, Kaplansky has told me of the conversation 
be had with you 1n Geneva on the financial position of 
the Hebrew Technical Institute in Haifa and that 1ou had 
agreed to a r~presentative of the Technioum visiting the 
United states for the purpose of organising a group of' 
friends there for rendering financial assistance to the 
Institute, especially at this difficult period. ! 

Allow me accordingly to introduce to you 
Professor R. Samuel, who is proceeding to the United 
States on behalf of the Hebrew Technical Institute ror 
the purpose mentioned above, but not for launching~ 
campaign. 

Aa you lmow, the Hebrew Technical Institute 
was opened by the Zionist Organisation. During the 
laat tew years the Institute is being supervised by a 

special committee of the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
and the vs.ad Leumi. The Technical Institute managed 
to balance its budget without any help from the 
United ~tatea. During this period the Executive of the 
Jewish "6ency contributed to the budget a sum of 
£P.l,OOO per annum which, of course, was only a 
nominal contribution in order to emphasise the connec
tion between the Technical Institute ~nd the Jewish 
Agency. During ~he period or the aisturbancea the 
financial position or the Institute became serious fllkl, 
therefore, Mr. Kaplansky' approached you with a request 
for assistance to be organised in America towards the 
upkeep of the institution. 

39 - 4000- 0003 -10 Ct ~ 
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• 
The outbreak of the war has made things even more 

serious. The Institute baa in its Technical college about 
500 students, while another 300 attend its Trade School. 
The bulk of them hail from Polam. The position of these 
students is at present ioost distressing as they can, of 
course, no longer receive any remittances from their fam111ee. 
As a result, the Institute not merely has to faoe the non
pa~ent of a large part of its tuition fees which constitute 
a substantial 9Ul item of its income, but has actually to 
worry about the maintenance of those students who no longer 
receive remittances from their families. In addition, the 
war has resulted in the loss of a considerable sum of Dl)ney 
which was raised in Poland und could not be transmitted before 
the outbreak of hostilities. 

The result of ull ~hese adverse circumstances is 
that ttlthough the budget of the Institute for the present 
year has been cut down to the bone, a deficit of £P.lo,ooo 
is anticipated for the current budget year, which of course 
endangers the very existance of the Institution. There was 
some doubt whether it should be opened ut all this year, but 
after much deliberation it was decided that it should not be 
closed and that every effort should be made to keep it going. 
In spite of its own straitened financial position the 
Executive of the Jewish Agency has decided to appropriate a 
larger amount than in previous years towards the buiget of 
the Institute. Dr. Landauer will have told iou that in our 
plan of activities submitted to the Allocation Committee a 
sum of £P.5,000 is inclucled for the Institute. I am not 
sure whether the Committee will accept our proposal, but 
even if they approve there would still be a deficit of about 
£P.5,ooo. Formerly, the Institute used to raise contributions 
from friends 1n various countries of Europe, but for obvious 
reasons this is not possible at the present time. The 
Management Committee has, therefore, readily agreed to the 
suggestion that a speciai delegate should be sent to the 
United States in order to organise there u group of friends. 

Professor Samuel baa been an intimate friend of mine 
for more than 20 years. He was a classmate or Chaim Arlosoroff, 
and has, sinee his early youth, belonged to that group or 
Zionists who can be relied upon 1n any emergency. I should be 
sincerely grateful if J'JU could make him comfortable during 
bis stay in America and I truet that he will find himself 
supported by all friends 1n the ~tatea. 

Yours sincerely, u. a.JJ~~ 
Eliezer Kap1.an. / 
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Your Ref. 

' 

HEBREW TECHNICAL I . TITU'l'E, IIAIFA 

Our Ref. Tel. Addr.: TECHNION :n ~ l 0, n::11'\:> Tel. No . U61 2 •o~ r,o•,,o 

HAIFA,1~-~.n. .Jee. ' 19 6? ,:ic·r 
P.O. B. 910 ., .n 

Hao oi .:Jr· . 
Ut strr.:i.E "'. , Li 1: d ... 
.i.11 , .. ti rt1:1 • venue , 
i~e orK Ui i;y, 

1 , 
1 1eal, 

U. S. A. 

Dear ~abui ~1~ver, 

:1 -~ enclosed letter to Lips.icy-, explFli!li l'lg onr 
ati;ii;ude in 'the question berdin-SalllU.el, is addressed also to 
you. I do uope "tna't you as ell as ::,ips.tr.y i.Ll ueer wi Gu llle 
ror LJ.Ot i:;aung your u..udouotly ell. 1eau"t advice. I J:)ray our 
indulgence, and 8 !11 sure t1j8 i:; L.r...i s .i.i t'tle icuss1. on ill not 
cast any snadow on your .l(iud and nel f'u..l :ce 8'tiou r i llOWel.a 
i;ne 'I1echnion and our delegate r'"'i·. auuel. I a tacn 't.C.e 
greatest value t our erscnal aeci~t L.1.Ce, t;:enerously 
011 red t o • e change f ews aur1n c; o.agress in u€lle a, 
an.d I 'trus t -c1...e t ou will give 1;.r... 1 u..LJ. J..L..easure 01 our su ) or 

o rol.. SaLUel . ·1 . Ka:pl.an 's .i..e-cter l,O you, ou oena.L:t UJ. 

1.,ne xecu-ci ve, streng1.,ue.u.s your u na.s rr-ou t ~e t.;onst.i. tu1;10.u.al. 
.POi.u.t 01 v.iew. 

. I very well. recall wna-c ou told n:.e i.u. u€.ne a, 
t11 a it was uo r.:. re .necessary to dis a'tcn deJ.egate 1;0 .An.erica , 
as the 0orn.uc.1 t '-J'"'ests coul b ae J. t 1i t oy correc 
lo e you a .ord ore plan 'tion • w e ~e~di~g ~ rter 
all. .As a JLatter or act, er 1 e l.L r e~ior- v.i. ~ r- :. c_ l..Ll er·, 
l ·eve "ea ed is aeparl.ure. Jjttt nean .rn.le .e s r s urot.l .., 
1 • e "t • t o t i11gs. '1 r ... ;t.l.y, i 1; .ua s .i..u.J. .ll. c.n~e a v ~.1 .ueav .Y 
J. SS6S (.,,C "GLe 1

.1..\.,(' r: • L c..LC.. CCL., leteJ. set O oudz_et. J: ow .i. 't 
.i.s iru:possiole to go oy easy stages, as :aeste o ou iL 
~~~eve, Vie L vt tr to ac eve suo~ n i J. resuits o 11 tc 

do± tnis year, il ~e w ut t ~x Secondly, in vi I 

1.1.,_e a a ~eals co eting ror "t e ntio or e i .n. .been ca 
ad t e nost o delegates inva in6 your contineni:;, it is a1r
J.1.cuJ. -r; -.;o u Lie e i;na1; our "small, still voice" ould oe uea1:a 

. /. 

o"i1m nn•pn 11p on 



HEBREW TECH,'ICA L I. ·. 'l'ITl'TE H IF.t. 

14. l.2.1939 ...... or~ Re obi Dr~ .... ~ • ....... ! ...... ~.i: ~ ve r, .. J.'..~ ..... ! ................................................. 'nc u::inj~, 

auu.ds't 'tne ctin or war, ir uot supported o ersoual. iuterveu-
-Cion. 1ilen you Know l.L ow Dr. J:Sarctin 's "tel.ks 't.L r. Lurie, 
.uow 'tnis ex erie.uced. 1uau .u.as ius1.s"ted. ou. 't.ue a ea cowi.u. 
uot IJ.·Oll1 1 .. ai1e, iJut iroL.. a re re eJ..,.'t -civ , o , • ti.lee i.u. vile 
Stat.,es. 1 1.uus, a..1.vt::.1· .[..ea::i..1.y "tn.ree CL.ontns 01 "t.uougn.t, we .u.eve 

ecid.ed tna"t Samuel must cross 1; e ocean. 

3. I ~nanK ou oe1ore.ualld 1or everytm..ug you wili 
do ror ~ e Tecnru.ou. "e assured 01 our gratitude and or our 

resolve to deserve your con:J:'ide.uce aud .uelp. 

itn all oes't wishes end cordial regards, 

SincereJ.y yours, 

Principal. 

2 
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AfflLIATE 

HANO MAOE 
HANOKERCH I EF'S , L.To . 

LONOON,ENGLANO 

ALFR HLBERG .• o • 
• 

Cltz·nese lext1✓les 

WEST 37T-" STREET ♦ JUST OFF FIFTH AVE. 

NEW YORK,U.S.A. 

May 24, 1940 

l'"ORE I GN OF,-IC[S 

SW•TOW 
SHANGHAI 

CH!:P-00 

c•&Lll •ooRESS 
'"AL.~OHL.N£W YORI< 

ALL CODES _ , 
T ilL.C:,.HONlS 

{ 

•• 7 7 
WISCONSIN 7 B47B 

·•7· 

Mr. Edw. M. M. Warbu1·g, 
United Jewish Appeal, 
261 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

My dear Mr. Warburg: 

Do you recognize the pi~ture I have pasted on this letter, 
Sure enough, it is Jiminy Cricket. Yes, the conscience of 
a wooden man. 

No doubt you have seen the picture "Pinocchio" and 
know all about Jiminy. The reason I have pasted 
this on the letter is because it typifies the peo
ple listed below. They seem to have a wooden con
science, or maybe none at all. 

I have called on each one of them at least once 
(some more often), and have written them numer
ous times without the courtesy of a reply. I 
think they are ducking to save a few dollars, 
which they think is better in their pockets 
than saving some of the starved, the beaten, 
or the wounded abroad • 

• 
Otto Golluber has volunteered to join me in con
tributing to the f'und any amounts that I have sent 
back to tightwads as insufficient. In the follow

ing cases there was nothing to send back, so we are contributing $25 
each, as that is the smallest amount we would accept from anyone in 
our business. 

Here are the firms: Schlesinger & Gintel 
Mr. Frank Meer 
Belfast Manufacturing Co. 
Mr. Salim s. Dweck 
Labe Importing Co. 

@ $25.00 each equals $125.00 (checks herewith) 

P.S. We have sent back to other firms a total of $850 anfi=a~~ set 
minimums for each of these firms, as the least that we will take. 
Before closing the matter we are going to call a meeting of our Com
mittee to give it further consideration and will report to you next 
week. 
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al thou h even then , men n. t endin1.. ,. re urgea uoon r turn in ' ... o. 1, to a.o t· 1e ir 
::,u. re i ".1.eir E:-s ectiv co I ml.."li ti s by t at: ine; ctive ::i ·t in civic non-s ct ri0 
_ 17Cl7jects . :brom 1933 on , t e trips could no lo r be considere' c soci· in . 
,en v,ere E.: et ... ered to ·et'.1.er r'or t ·_e .1:,..,in pur )Ose or discu f-ine our ow1 • , .... ·o r 

in 1933 g re t confusion e. i sted in our fun<i r-., i sin , 1d r· c t-fi di • • 1 iza t • en . 
1rir-_ ti,. t L ..., r • c l°ter ,. rQs I 1.~ CLe Pn inv s ie.,r- tio o our v· 1· i· i z~ t icns 

tnc. t ... e:n I visiteci severt.l o:t' ou1· 1 i- c citi s 101 t i.e ur ose o::· in!o .1i1 • le·cers 
01 t e 6..u ol ic· tio of 1,or.l{ 16.. i lao.eq ac. • of our ivi . Al so si. c l s. , con-
st· tly ob,j cteu. tc tne ize of our comoined ota tor oversea wor - , -- I :· 1 t 
t... t it , as ei ti rely too . rll . 

n ec ch o t e cceea.ins o t rips , '.)nd c:-lso : t t ·.e Colm s Cl [ -:es , 
I <iiscussed witn all ti:1e !r,.Ju<:ne s I assess, tie true co ditions o • oux o b~lnii ... -
tions . :.en ,. o did ot e;iv &d.eq_uo.te v to our r eco :zed n1 il t .. o ic o ·· . izatious 
received o .. ore t · t· e one invi t tio , ::.nd s I look D' ck ow over period of 
seven y ars , it is eartening to find tmt t · e Iiajor ,rt of the nen ,:o tte.ded 
t' ... e o t ~rip sa~ t eir ut nd .. ort,ed. it ..... e·r su cri- tions an t : eir 
er forts were dou-oled. 1 y tiue s '1 t _e very men ,.1. o ?t t nded tr ... e oat Tri s are 
tl e ones Yho todc y are t, ing rt in tLeir local d1·ives . 

ltho '!] le st :re!:),r e s iled \ it 170 mc.n , 'e ,d to r j ct - r cccn t· nces ... 1rorn . 
sent tl e in too lH te to be accornmodated . Cr i t· is ' r h s men" 0 

been sc.eduled tor June 22nd . ··,·e ... ve 120 ... cce 'J t,. ces wri tiI Q 
.. ro .. our .LOll, er experie ce , I .:a-10'.'I t ' •;3. t \ e \,ill receiv 1 ore C< n c'CCOI ,1od, t 

r.i .le de re s si , ne "ls t ... at , e ve e ._ rd in t· e 1 st ew d._.;,rs .. , y be tr .. e 
Ior .runner 01 6 re ter c t .__.. stro-ry ies . sit · tion not onl aoro< d , ut LJ.61 , 1s 

r--:ve . ·,1e .re rlll aisiuroed and I ·ave a feelin tiDt our country 'tY soon uem.: d 
or' s s crifices in tLe v, y of i vin6 • d service 1 ich ., • ~e t 1e O" t ... ri-ry rd 
.L'or us to atte u . :.e reelin:::. 01 so 1e of y soci, tes is t t t : ... c oat .rip s 
nm served its urpose , nd that we IB[y ro erly ive up t'..e ide o avin • tri 
tI is year . 

This letter is bein sent to nou for •?our ,., rov l • nd ·or t .. c urno se 
of decidi1 if ,,·e s ould ive t ' e trip , s we dee it too momentous d cision to 
1 e ,:it· out conoul t tion . .L ere ·ore , .. ,.ould like to _.._ ve : ou xpr ~ ... s o iI ... ion 

s to ,·: ether tlle tri s oulo.. or s· culd not be ·i ven tnis . e r . 

I have a com)lete li t of all t e r.en ,vl o tt~nded t· ... e o.._ t Tri s in t. e 
d I shall , ·ate .. wit p l asure t. eir efforts n tio all nd locn.11 • 

,it· ar1ecticna t e greeti 0 s , I 

( si 
0 

ec.) 
iall r, 



UNITED E f ISH APPEAL for REFUGEES and OVERSE S EEDS • I TER-OFFICE 1EMO 

Toi r. Aoba illel ilver From r r. amuel Blitz Date June 
10,19 

I oelieve you ril l oe interest ed in seein t e attache cop.r of 
a letter written oy r. Alfred Kohloerg , C ir a.no! our H dkerchief 
Division . 

• r. o l erg, wno 0 ave bOOO last year, contributed 10,000 this 
year. As in icated oy tee enclosed let ter, he is conductin6 an abbre~ ive 
campaign in his industrJ. It illl~ e would a precia te receiving a word 
of encoura.e;e~ent fro you. 
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Jun :'5, 1940 
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