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tr. Abba Hillel Silver 
National Chairman 
United Palestine Appeal 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

My dear Mr. Silver: 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
NATIONAL HEADQ,UARTERS 

.WASHirGTON, D. C. 

AUGUST 7, 1940. 

In the absence of our Chairman, Mr. Norman av1s, who will not return 
to his office until next week. I am answ...,.~.,,,...-~J tar of August 2nd with 
which you enclosed a letter under date of June 17th, essed to the President 
of the United States, on the subject u.t:-~sistance that ight be given to 
Jewish refugees in and going to Pal f ough the medium of the fund 
authorized by Congress for refuge . On the return of Mr. Davie 
your letter will be brought to h. I am sure he will be glad to 
arrange an early meeting with~ associates for the discussion of 
this problem. 

In the meantime, may I point tr.at the American Red Cross in its 
relief operations abroad ::.,..---..:. ing i • d to refugees of all nations and 
categories withoul any crimi~tl~n. We have br.ought to the attention of 
our representatives on number of dccasions the situation of Jewish groups. 

One ship load t to Europe on the s. s. McKeesport is 
now being distributed ance and we have requested of the 
British Governmen safe c :.-_~_~..---T. ough the blockade of other cargoes of a 
similar natur ___ questio bringing relief to refugees in Europe de-
pends to a 1 e extent upon the attitude of the belligerents towards the 
transportat· of relief upplies and the situation would be even more com-
plicated in lestine. 

(et 8/8/40) 

Sincerely, 

Ernest J. Swift (signed) 
Vice Chairman 
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$23,000,000 is the National Goal lo, 1940 

UNITED JEWISH APPEAL (Inc.) FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

ON BEHALF OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

August 8, 1940 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Mooselookmeguntic Inn 
Haines Landing, Maine 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

)42 MADISON AVENUE 

N E W YO R IC, N. Y. 

In the normal course of office routine a copy of the 
enclosed letter, addressed to you and Rabbi Wise by Dr. Lowenstein, 
was referred to me since it concerned a specific request dealing 
with publicity. 

In order to expedite matters, I have taken the libert~ 
of preparing a draft of the publicity release which Dr. Lowenstein 
wishes to have sent to the Daily J3ulletin of the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency and, I assume, also to the English-Jewish press in general. 
However, this release shall not be submitted to anyone until you 
and Babbi Wise have authorized me to issue it for publication. 
I have enclosed this draft so that you may have an opportunity to 
make any revisions or S'\J€gestions that you consider necessary. 
I shall await word from you before proceeding further in this matter. 

The closing paragraph of my release is a quotation from 
the printed "Statement by the ational Chairmen", which was issued 
in the first weeks of the current campaign. Mr. Friedman wishes to 
have material on his personal background added to this release. 

•1FS:FW 
Enclosures 

Sincerely yours, 

~;r~~ 
Meyer F. Steinglass 
Director of Publicity 



UNITED JEWISH APPEAL, INC. 
?42 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE OF THB UNITED JEWISH APPEAL FOR 1940 
71 West 47th Street 

Nev York City 

August 8, 1940 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Ba.bbi Jonah B. Wise, 
Co-Chairmen, United Jewish Appeal for 1940, 
342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

Dear Babbie Silver and Wiset 

The Distribut ~•-olNDIUttee of the United Jewish 
Appeal for 1940 bas organized w, ris Perlstein of Chicago 
as Chairman a.nd the undersign e:ry pro tem. 

By author a Su.b-CoDDDi ttee Mr. m.tsha 
Friedman of New York City: ha.a Director. He will 
be~n vork at once _ _.,._~ 'LI'-......... ailable for carcying 
on his work I would r ___ --."""'"4. immediate adTsnce 
to the Distribution AIVIIUK ish Appeal of the sum 
of $5.ooo ~inst e purpose of this Committee 
of $25.000 authori e nt between the Joint Distribution 
Committee and the ppeal, constituting the United 
Jevillh Appeal for l 

Public Re 
the Dail 
of the 
It is de 
the relea 
for epprov 

1'1-M,........n so be good enough to authorize your 
ons Department to pr~are release for publication in 

he Jewish Telegraphic Agenc7 of the organization 
ittee, its personnel and its profe1sional Director. 
public statement ~e concise and brief and that 
to Mr. David M. Yatcbmak~r of Boston and myself 

blication. 

With thanks for your cooperation, I am, 

Iours tru.ly, 

SOLOMON LOWENSTEIN, Secretary pro tu. 



Release-Distribution Committee 
Augu.s t 8, 1940 
(DRAFT) 

Ammouncement was made today by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and Rabbi Jonah B. 

Wise, National Chairmen, of the appointment of a Distribution Committee to allocate 

funds raised by the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas Needs to the Joint 

Distribution Committee, the United Palestine Appeal and the National Refugee Service, 

its three constituent agencies. 

The Distribution Committee, which is composed of two representatives each 

of the Joint Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal and three representa­

tives of large Welfare Fund communities, will distribute all funds raised by the United 

Jewish Appeal beyond the sum of $11,250,000, which was divided among the three agencies 

as advances to enable them to carry on their programs in the first months of the 

current year. 

The membership of the Distribution Committee is as follows: James H. Becker 

of Chicago and Dr. Solomon Lowenstein of New York, in behalf of the Joint Distribution 

Committee; Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephens. Wise in behalf of the United 

Palestine Appeal, and Harris Perlstein of Chicago, David M. Watchmaker of Boston and 

Henry Wineman of Detroit in behalf of the Welfare Fund communities. Elisha M. Friedman 

of New York was named Research Director for the Distribution Committee. 

In announcing the establishment of the Distribution Committee, Rabbi Silver and 

Rabbi Wise said: "The principle of scientific allocation of funds was introduced by the 

United Jewish Appeal in 1939 when, through an Alloca.tions Committee, it undertook to 

survey the needs of various phases of the Jewish situation without determining at the 

beginning of the year the full amount that would be distributed to the participating 

agencies. This principle is being continued and perfected in the year 1940. The 

Distribution Committee constitutes an assurance to the contributors to the United Jewish 

Appeal that their funds will be utilized throughout 1940 in specific relationship to 

those causes and opportunities which offer the most productive results from the funds 

that can be provided.' 
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AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

ON BEHALF Of 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

August 22, 1940 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Mooseloolaneguntic Inn 
Haines Landing, Maine 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

In the absence of Mr. Montor I am writing this letter to inform 
you of a decision of the Children's Crusade, of which Mrs. 
Dorothy Canfield Fisher is the Chairman, to make a contribution 
to the United Jewish Appeal. 

The preliminary discussions regarding this matter are swnmarized 
in the memorandum by Mr. Coons and the plans for the presentation 
ceremonies are described in my memorandum. These memoranda are 
enclosed herewith. 

Mr. Harry Scherman of the Book of the •onth Club outlined to ~r. 
Coons the allocations of the Children's Crusade as follows: A 
total of $135,000 is to be distributed amon.F, eight relief groups. 
$22,500 each is to go to the ~ers 1 Committee, the Committee 
for Polish Relief, the United States Committee for the Care of 
European Children, Miss Pearl Buck's Chinese Relief Committee and 
to Jewish committees. In addition, the sum of $7,500 each is to 
be contributed to the Dutch, Belgian and Finnish relief agencies. 

The share of the Jewish committees is to be $22,500, of which 
dr. Scherman succeeded in havin0 $18,500 made available to the 
United Jewish Appeal. The balance of $4,000 is to be divided 
into equal parts between Judge Mack1 s school and the Youth Aliyah 
in conformity with previous commitments made to these organizations. 
,1r. Scherman emphasized that the funds are to be spent for food, 
clothing and medicine for children in European lands and Palestine. 
Jone of the funds of the Children's Crusade are to be allocated 
for any type of work in the United States. 

I shall try to keep you informed of aey further developments 
regarding this matter. 

SOL 
Enclosure3 

Sincerely yours, 

.~.~teingl s 
Director of Publicity 



August 16, 1940 

Records Department 

Mr. Isidor Coons 

Contribution to the U.J.A. fror.i 11 Children1 s Crusade" - Mrs. Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher, Chairman. 

Through the office of the J.D.C., I learned that Mr. Harry Scherman of the 
Book of the Month Club com.~unicated to the J.D.C. the desire of the Children's 
Crusade to make a substantial contribution from funds collected from children 
throughout the country to the J.D.C. and the U.P.A. resp~ctively, for the 
specified purpose, as I understand it, of nroviding for the care of children 
requiring aid in Europe and in Palestine. 

An officer of the J.n.c. ad.vised Mr. Scherman that monies so received would 
necessarily have to be channeled into the U.J.A. treasury for division in 
conformity with the national agreement, and it was suggested that I com­
municate in a direct w~ rith Mr. Scherman. 

Mr. Scherman ad.vised me in our telephone conversation that it is the purpose 
of the Children's Crusade to make contributions, as I have outlined, to 
the J.D.C. and the U.P.A. respectively, but that it is not their purpose 
to have any portion of the funds made available for aid to children in this 
country which would arbitrarily eliminate the lil'. R. S. from participa. tion. 
I told Mr. Scherman that in my opinion the funds , h ich I understand to 
amount to a total of about _20,000 could be specif ically earmarked for 
the purposes which the Children's Crusade has in mind, with assurance from 
us that these monies will be applied precisely as indic8.ted by the donor. 
I suggested to him further that ,.re , ould appreciate it sincerely if he 
ould address a formal letter to me or to the U.J.A. specifying the condi­

tions upon which this gift is made available and the terms of accep tance. 

The J. D. C. ill, of course, ,,i sh to accept this gift and I assume tha t 
the U.P.A. will, also. ,.Then the letter is received from Mr. Scherman 
I shal l submit it to .fr. -Iontor, as representing t he U.P.A., for his 
acceptance on the terms noted in the letter. 

If the gift is accepted by the U.J.A., the Distribution Committee can 
then be notifie d, a s rould be the procedure, ith any eannarked contrilltion 
acceptable to and accepted by the U.J.A. 

Mr. Scherman left the city yesterday to conf er further with Mrs. Fisher 
as to the disbursement of funds now on hand and told me that I would 
henr further from him on his return ne t week. If I do not hea.r from 
him ithin a reasonable time, I shall initiate further conversations. 
? r. Scherman expressed himself ~s favorin the money being made available 
to the U.J.A. and also expressed his personc.1. belief th. t this ould be 

reeable to Mrs. Fisher ,swell. 

IC:ZW 



August 21, 1940 

Mr. Isidor Coons 

Mr. Meyer F. Steinglass 

Children's Crusade 

Mr. John Hurley of the Children1 s Crusade spoke to me on 
the telephone this afternoon regarding plans which are to 
be made for a public presentation of contributions allotted 
to the United Jewish Appeal and other organizations by the 
Children• s Crusade. The presentation ceremonies are to be 
held at President Roosevelt's home at Hyde Park on Fridey, 
August 30th. Mrs. Roosevelt is a member of the award 
committee. 

Mr. Hurley informed me that the organiza.tions which are to 
receive checks from the Children 1 s Crusade are to be repre­
sented by a ley leader and a child of the respective nation-
31 i ties. He specifically requested us to invite Mr. ·larburg 
to attend the ceremenies in· behalf of the U.J.A. and in 
addition, to arrange to ha.vs a ten or twelve-year-old 
attractive Jewish refugee girl (preferably one ,_,ri th curls 
and dark hair) to receive the check from an American child. 

No specific hour for this presentation has yet been set aside. 
However, Mr. Hurley asked me to phone him tomorrow morning to 
discuss the details of the arrangements and the ~rt which the 
U.J.A. is to play in them. I should like to have an opportunity 
to discuss this memorandum with you sometime tomorro, morning 
before I make my call to Mr. Hurley. 

SCL 



CABLES: "JOINT0ISCO" NEW YORK TELEPHONE: LExington 2-5200 
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C JOINT 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, 

I 00 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

I n c . 

MRS. FELI X M. WARB URG, Honorary Chairman 

PAUL BAERWALD, Chairman 

EDWARD M. M . WARBURG, Co-Chairman 

JAMES N. ROSENBERG, Chairman, Executive Committee 

JAMES H. BECKER, Chairman, Notional Council 

ALBERT H. LIEBERMAN , Vice-C hairman, Notional Council 

JOSEPH C . HYMAN , Executive Vice-Ch airman 

Mr. Faul Baarwald 
120 Broadway 
New York City 

Dear P. B.: 

Vice -Chairmen 
HERBERT H. LEH MAN 

GEORGE BACKER 
DAVID M. BRESSLER 
A LEXAN DE R KAHN 
SOLOMO N LOWENSTEI N 

WILLI AM ROSENWA LD 
WILLI AM J . Sl-lRODER 
M. C. SLOSS 
J ONAH B. W ISE 

European Executive Council 
DR. BERN HARD KAHN MO RR IS C. TROP ER 

Honorary Chairman Chairman 
JO SEPH J. SCHWARTZ 

Vice-Ch airman 

August 30, 1940 

I. ED W IN GOLDWASS ER, T reosu rer 

MARCO F. HELLMAN , Treasurer 

ABN ER BR EG MAN , Associate Tre asurer 

EVELY N M. MO RR ISSEY, A ssistant Treasurer 

MRS. H. 8. L. GOLDSTEI N , Com ptroller 

M OSES A . LEAVITT, Secretory 

ISIDO R COONS, Director of Fun d Raising 

Ever since my arrival in New York a month ago, we have carefully considered so 
many matters of fundamental importance and basic policy, that it may halp to 
clarify our thinking if a summary of our discussions is put down on p:1.per. 

Frankly, it has not been easy for ma to adjust myself to being in America. My 
eyes still sea, and my ears still ring with t he suffer ing and devastation in 
France. To be able to got a meal with out standing in line, to be abla to buy 
as much gasolino as wanted, to find trains not onl y running but on schodulo, 
to be able to hear the drone of an airplane owJrhead with only casual interest -­
these ar,J things tho.t I cannot quite believe. 

But these are not the only things I have found it hard to believe. Most in­
credible of all haV'.3 been some of tha questions I hava bean asked, soma of the 
assumptions I have listenod to. When well-meaning, intelligent people express 
the belief that the J.D.C. cannot work in Europe today, or that thers is no 
work to be · dono, or that there is too much work for a private agency, or that 
money cannot be spent, or even that money cannot be raised, - I am more confused 
than aver. Knowing how much the J.D.C. has bean abla to accomplish, t~a enor­
mous problems which it is trying to meet today, and the stupendous tasks which 
face us in tho iiml):)diate futur~, Ia.mat a loss as to how to bring the facts 
home to our good friends throughout America. They ask 100 also: Does tha 
J.D.C.'s work conflict with the Red Cross? How can the J.D.c. expend funds in 
Europe without aiding the Gorman economy'? In the face of the widespread gen­
eral suffering, why should there be special help for Jews? 

These are not simplo questions, but I feel that we have valid answers to many 
of them. First and foremost let m state categorically what both of us know: 
J.D.C. dollo.rs do not go into Germany or German occupied territory. No J.D.c. 
money has helped or is helping GernBn economy. As you lmow, our American funds 
are kept physically outside these territories and are utilized for transporta­
tion of emigrants, as well as education and nnintenance of Jewish children in 
foreign lands. The equivalent of our appropriations, in local currency, is 
employed within the countries to fine.nee relief and welfare programs, In 
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effect, therefore, we perform a double service with our funds. Local currency 
provided by prospective emigrants in the countries comprising Greater Germany 
is used for indispensable internal reliaf work, and at the sa.me time, thousands 
of refugees a.re ambled to emigrate through the pa.yzoont of steamship fa.rss, 
landing moneys, etc. with the dollars that we supply. Nor is any question of 
violating the British blockade of continental Europe involved in our activi­
ties. Because our work is conducted through local conmittees in aa.ch country, 
which secure the necessary supplies and commodities locally, we have never 
been - nor a.rs we now - faced with the problem of shipping materials across 
the Atlantic. At present, our solo requirement is monay to be ma.do available 
to our affiliated committ9es. 

Parha.ps the best wa.y to answer som3 of the other questions is to ask ourselves: 
Why was the J.D.C. founded? What is its reason for existence? Briefly stated, 
our job has been to relieve suffering which has been imposed upon Jews because 
they ara Jews. Our concern has not been so much with the general problems 
which affect Jaws in common with other people and on an equal level; it has 
bean to reIE,ir the da.ma.ga wrought by catastrophes a.im3d at Jaws because of 
their race or religion; to mitigate the effects of the many waws of unbridled 
anti-Semitism which have swept through Europe in recent decades; to help our 
overseas co-religionists so_ to adjust themselves as to prevent, or at least 
offset, future discriminations and persecutions. That, basically, is the job 
of the J.D.c., and it is a job which no other agency in the word has undertaken. 

What about the Red Cross? Many people have asked me whether the Red Cross, 
with $20,000,000 of privately collected funds and $50,000,000 worth of A:m3rica.n 
goverruoontal food and resources at its disposal for war relief, will duplicate 
tha work of the J.D.c. by caring for Jewish sufferers in the general course of 
its activity. Of course, imny Jews have benefitted and will continue to beno­
fit from Red Cross war relief work. But there is no overlapping between its 
activities and those of the J .D.C. Even if the Red Cross is able to ship food 
and supplies to Europe despite the British blockade, its traditional policy is 
to deal with first emergency needs only. It doos not embrace emigration, or 
schooling, or retraining. It does not operate in every zone - in Poland, 
Germany, Austria., Bohemia-Mora.via, Slovakia., in Switzerland, Italy, Portugal, 
in Rouma.nia or Lithuania, in Centra.l or South America, or even in certain sec­
tions of unoccupied France. In the dreadful days after the Red Cross has fin­
ished rendering its first aid, men and women hopelessly face a new, uncertain 
future. It is then that the J.D.C. is looked to for enormous tasks of recon­
struction. The traditionally special status of the Jews in Europe, their arbi­
trary segregation, the ~rticula.r disabilities which have been imposed upon 
them as Jews -- these fact ors do not concern the Red Cross. They represent 
problems which a.re on the shoulders of the J.D.C. 

One who has been in Europe during the pa.st year is pe.infully aware that, today, 
the business of Europe is war. Little or no thought is gi van to relief or to 
refugees or to hUDE.n misery. Under such circumstances, European Jews, even 
more than others, must look to Azoorican help. Non-Jews in Fa.scist-daninated 
Europe are able to nnka compromise with their status of the past; at least 
some remnant of hurmn dignity is left them. That is not true of tho Jews of 
Europe. To them nothing is left - neither human dignity nor economic oppor­
tunity. For these be.sic hurmn requiremnts, the Jews of Europe look to Amrica. 
That xooa.ns to the J .n.c. We have never failed tham yet, and I doubt very much 
whether our Azoorica.n Jewish conmunities, once they understand the depth and 
breadth of the problem, will do so now. 
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Let us be clear a.bout one thing, we are a.t o crucial, an historical juncture 
in Jewish history. Will Jews survive, or will they perish from the earth? 
The answer can come only from that group who can mat the challenge - the Jaws 
of Amrica.. Either Ansrica's :five million Jews will succor an equal number 
who ha.-ve the misfortune to li-ve on the wrong side of the Atlantic, or there is 
no salvation for them. The Jews of Europe have sent out their last s. o.s. If 
we fail to respond, we may never age.in have the chance to save them from per­
ishing like rats in a. trap. One, five or ten years trom now, it IIBY be •too 
late. Today, it is still possible. True, we cannot possibly hope to solve 
the entire problem, to met all the needs. But should that factor prevent us 
from doing that part of the job which is within our grasp? Europe today is 
like a sinking ship. Simply because we cannot possibly saw all its drowning 
passengers is no reason for withholding our help from those whom we lmow we 
can reach. 

What a.re the things we need to lmow and to do in the face of today's eimrgency'? 
Let 100 begin by tracing briefly the course of events since I was la.st in New 
York. As you may recall, I telephoned you from Rome the day before the Germans 
invaded Holland and ~lgium to tell you that I was proceeding to Faris, and 
tha.t I had erdered the closing of our Brussels office without delay. Events 
moved quickly after that; I need not go into the tragic story o:f' the hordes of 
refugees who overran France :f'ran the Low Countries, clogging the roads to the 
accam}:6niment of ceaseless bClllba.rdlmnt and DBchine-gun tire. A month later 
:Ru-is tell; Italy entered the war. Ours was the le.st Jewish organization to 
evacuate fran Paris; we did so only after consultation with the Am:,rica.n Em­
bassy, when Na.zi guns were at the very gates ot the city. The unforgettable 
journey tran Paris to Bordeaux, where a J.D.c. office had been set up, and a 
few weeks later the trek trooi Bordeaux to Lisbon, belong more to the realm of 
fiction than of fact. 

One of the gravest problems confronting me, as J .D.C. European Chairman, hes 
been the declining sea.le of our appropriations for 1940. In 1939 the J .D.C. 
expended close to $9,000,000. During November and December of la.st year, we 
were expending at the rate of $1,000,000 monthly to deal with the numerous 
critice.l problems which confronted us. 1940 has shown a different picture. 
We began in the belief that this year's incane would approximate last year• s. 
As a precautionary ma.sure, we slightly reduced our scale of operations and 
appropriated $950,000 for January. fut then events took a tragically ironic 
twist. The very circumstances which gave rise to unprecedented suffering and 
fantastic demands upon our funds in every area o:f' need, at the sam:, time oper­
ated to discourage and confuse our contributors and steadily to reduce the 
proceeds of the United Jewish Appeal upon which our income depends. Faced 
with the necessity of keeping our expenditures within the realistic bounds of 
our estime.ted inca:oe, we were obliged sharply to reduce our allotments to our 
affiliated comnittees, in many cases by as much as 75~. This means that, tor 
July, our monthly appropriation was cut to 1350, 000, representing almost a 
two-thirds reduction tran our January scale. It is e. reduction which was im­
pelled not by la.ck of opportunity to serft, but simply by le.ck of :funds • 
.Nevertheless, the record is significant. Fran January 1st through May 9th, 
the J .D. c. 's European office expended in cash the smn ot t2, 300,000. May 10th 
IIBrkBd the GerDE.n invasion ot Holland and lslgium. Fran then until exactly a 
month later, when Du-is was evacuated, the J.D.C. expended in Europe $265,000. 
Fran June loth until July loth, when the French Go"f81"nment capitulated, the 
J .n.c. expended $320,000. In the mouth that followed, July loth to August 
10th, another t325,000 in cash was drawn. I am speaking now only of funds 
drawn by our European office. I lmow, of course, that SCID9 t340,000 has been 
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expended for our work in South and Central America. and in Shanghai since the 
beginning ot the year. 

What is the situation today? Without attempting to go into too much detail, 
or to peer into every nook and cranny, let us examine the picture country-by­
country. 

I. In the first place there a.re the countries which form the western theatre 
of war - France, Holland, Islgium and Luxembourg. In these countries the 
J .n.c. ca.n and must continue to work! 

FRANCE: In the unoccupied portion of France today, there are over 
12,000 refugees congregated in me.kashift camps of the most primitive nature. 
They include not only German Jews, but also Belgian, Dutch and even native 
French Jews, who are without funds, adequate food or possessions of any kind. 
Among the many thousands of refugees who are not in camps, a minimum of 20,000 
are in desperate need of food and clothing. To obtain a realistic picture of 
the situation in unoccupied France, an American member of our European staff 
is now in that area. He has been able to contact a number of the persona.li ties 
who ha.d formerly directed refugee a.id work in Paris. These men, although now 
refugees themselves, a.re willing and eager to undertake the responsibility of 
caring for their fellow sufferers. Refugee ccmnittees have been reconstituted 
in many cities. A minima.I sum of $100,000 monthly is needed to even begin the 
vital work of rescue. One committee alone is now ca.ring for 3,500 hungry and 
homless persons; it has the iII1Dl3diate problem of providing for an additional 
4,000 Jews who were expelled from the Alsace-Lorraine region under tragic cir­
cumstences. Aid is needed for the 12,000 refugees in camps, for the large 
number of Jews among the soldiers now being demobilized from the Polish Army, 
and for many other categories of sufferers. 

Insistent appeals have been received from the Ose, which has charge 
of 1,300 refugee children who were eva.cua.ted from Faris through the initiative 
and with the financial aid of the J.D.C. at the beginning of the war. To con­
tinue to feed and house these children, as well as to do essential medical 
work, the Ose requires a minimum of 400,000 francs ($8,000) monthly, apart 
from a. one-ti100 grant of 250,000 francs ($5,000) for indispensable equipnent. 

So far, these com:nittees have operated with sums the J.D.C. advanced 
to them on or before June loth. We are now seeking to effect a clearing ar­
rangement in one form or another which will enable us to make fresh funds 
available for this urgently needed work. 

It is too soon to lmow what can be done in behalf of the hundreds of 
thousands of Jews who remain in occupied France. Five of the relief kitchens 
in laris, which we helped establish at the beginning of the war, a.re still 
functioning with be.lances remaining from J.D.c. grants. Their funds are run­
ning low. We will have to grant additional subventions to these kitchens, and 
possibly establish others, a.s soon as a method is evolved for clearing funds 
into occupied France in such a way as not to aid the Gerxmn economy. Until 
approved by our Govarllm3nt, and until we can have a resident Anerican repre­
sentative to supervise actual distribution, we shall not conduct activities in 
the occupied zone. 

HOIJAW.s Our affiliated comnittee in Amsterdam has resumed its ac­
tivities after a. short lapse. Each coomunica.tion fran it has reflected a des­
perate situation, an illlrEdiate need for substantial funds. Emigration has been 
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the keynote of every appeal. For internal welfare requiremnts we have sug­
gested that the ccmnittee borrow local tunds., age.inst eventual repiyment by 
the J.D.C. in Dutch currency when and as we find it possible to obtain such 
currency without the }»yment of dollars in Holland. We do not know as yet 
whether they ha.ve been able to act on this suggestion. Emigration costs., 
however., will be ~id in doll.a.rs outside of Holland. Scm3 500 Jews are ready 
for imroodiate emigration f'rooi Holland., via IJ.sbon., at a cost of $250 each. 
Here is a require100nt of $125.,000 quite ai:ert fran the internal welfare budget, 
which is at present unestiioo.ted. 

B&WIW: After a period of several weeks after the invasion, when 
we were completely cut off from our coomittees in Antwerp and Brussels, we 
received an appeal through the U.S. State DeJBrtIOOnt for funds with which to 
carry on indispensable relief work. Here., too, our operations depend upon the 
developnent of a clearance mthod whereby funds DBY be ma.de available without 
physice.lly remitting dolla.rs into that country. As a stop-gap nee.sure, we 
have advised our local conmittees in Brussels and Antwerp., as in Holland, to 
borrow funds locally against eventual reµ3,yment by us. We have not yet heard 
whether they have been able to do this. 

Lt.OCEMBOtRG.: The Jewish welfare cormnittee in Luxembourg has been re­
constituted and requires $2,000 monthly to conduct minimal relief activities. 
A financial clearance arrange100nt has been worked out for Luxembourg and can 
be put into operation. 

II. Then there are the other West European countries., whose soils ma.y not 
have been stained with the blood of battle, but which nonetheless have been 
directly affected by the war - Portugal, Itt1.ly, Switzerland. In these coun­
tries the J.D.C. ce.n and must continue to work! 

PCRI'UJAL: Portugal ha.s becaoo a. foool center for refugee aid since 
the fall of Franca. Lisbon is today tha only neutral port remaining in Western 
Europe. As more a.nd more refugees arrive in Lisbon from France, Italy and 
Holland in transit to overseas countries, the number of relief applications 
mounts. The importance of kaoping the refugoe situa.tion in Portugal under 
cont~ol, in order that this country may continua to remain a gateway to the 
west, cannot be ov9rempha.sized. We a.re ma.king increasingly larger sums a vai 1-
a.ble to the local canmittee. Hare, of course, there is no difficulty in trans­
mitting funds. 

II'ALY: In Italy, close to 3., 000 German Jewish refugoes are dependent 
upon our affiliated conmittee for their vary existence. In addition, substan­
tlal numbers of Ea.st European Jews who were enroute to Falestine and other 
overseas countries, were trapped when Italy entered the war. They., too., must 
be fed and sheltered. The plight of the native Italian Jaws, victims ot racial 
legislation, has given rise to large-scale relief problems. Since the outbreak 
of tho war, our transmissions to Italy have been in the form of blocked lira 
in order to avoid the sonding of dollars into that country. 

SWJrZFlUAND, The situation ot lB.,000 refugees in Switzerland., whose 
native Jewish population is no more than 18,000, has been considerably aggra­
ffit9d by the war developnents. The exodus of wealthy local Jews who, in the 
past, had contributed a substantial portion of the local tunds raised tor 
refugee aid, has ma.do the refugee camnittee increasingly dependent upon the 
assistance of the J.D.C. Dollars may be remitted into Switzerland without dif­
ficulty. 
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III. Central Europe - Germa.ny, Austria, Bohemia-Mora.via and Slo"Va.ld.a - fall 
into a special class. Here, too, the J .D.C. can and must continue to work! 

GEmfANY.a The plight of the Jews in Germany bas worsened considerably 
as a result ot we.r. Restrictions on food are tightened constantly; the prohi­
bition against purchase of clothing by Jews will have serious effects during 
the oncaning winter. 52,000 of the 200,000 Jews remaining in Old Germany are 
dependent upon the assistance of the Reichsvareinigung for their daily bread. 
The greatest pa.rt of the income of the Reichsvereinigung formerly C8.m3 from 
contributions and taxes of wealthy Jews remaining in Garmany. By this time, 
after more than seven years of Hitlarism, the la.rgast number of people with 
1ma.ns have emigrated. Many Jews reimining in GerDE.ny have been utterly I8Uper­
ized. Whereas, too, prior to the outbreak of the war substantial assistance 
has also been rendered to German Jews by British Jewish organizations, this 
aid has now been cut off. The J.D.C. remains the sole agency to which the 
Jews of Germany can turn. 

AU311RIA: The Jews of Austria., like the Jews of Germa.ny, ha.ve suf­
fered as a result of war-tine economy. In most respects their plight is even 
worse. The Jewish popula.ti on of Austria has been reduced from 180,000 two 
yea.rs ago, to 50,000 today. 90% of the Jews rema.ining are dependent upon the 
Kultusgemainde for their food, shelter and clothing. Here, too, the J.D.c. is 
the only source of assistance. 

B<JHEMJA-MCRAV IA and SLCNAKIA: The J .D.c. dare not suspend its vital 
help to tho 200,000 Jewish souls remaining in Bohemia-Moravia and Slovakia. 
Emigration assistance to these people is of particular importance, since it 
has become all too clear that they cannot continue to exist in the lands of 
their birth or adoption. The J .D.C. daily feeds many thousands in both these 
territories, gives shelter and clothing to others, enables young people to be 
retrained in product! ve occupations which may serve them usefully in some land 
of asylum, and assists those who can, to migrate to lands of permanent settla­
IOOnt. Over 30% of the Jews of Slovakia are dependent on charity for their 
daily bread. 

JY. I.et us now examine the East European countries which have fallen victim 
to both a:nmd and political aggression - Poland and Lithuania.. Here again the 
J.D.C. can and must continue to work! 

POIAND: I-flrhaps the most challenging demands on us cons from Germa.n­
occupiad Poland, where 1,250,000 Jews lack life's barest essentials. Baca.use 
of curtailed appropria.tions, the J.D.C.'s Polish office has already been forced 
to close the relief stations for adults which it opera.tad in German-occupied 
Poland earlier this year. The. threat impends that even the kitchens for chil­
dren will have to be shut down unless adequate funds can be imde available. 
We are straining ourselves to keep these open. Porhaps the most graphic sum­
mary of the needs is to be found in the text of a cable we received on August 
8th, 

·'Fm Amusr IDXtU.IREi 

1. - $50, 000 ADUI7' FEED Im 
2. - $50,000 CHilD FEEDING CRmAN CARE 
3. - $50,000 HHFESSIONt\L TRAINmJ AND TRADE SCHOOLS 
4. - a)'30,ooo M:EllICA.L WCRK 

b)$10,000 CHALUZ.lM, A~ICUI!['t.RAL RETRAINING 
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5. - $50,000 SE&RATELY FCR EAsrmN UPPER SILESIA AND LCDZ sroP 

ABCWE .240,000 MCM'HLY BUDGE!' NECESSARY m CA.SH AND FO(J)STUFFS sroP tRGE 
REMII' Th-1MEDIATELY or:ttmWISE CCMPELLED TO CLCSE om ASSISTED AID lNSTirtJrICN.3." 

The financial clearance arrangement which we employ to keep A~rican 
dollars out of Germany, Austria, Bohomia-Moravia and Slovakia, applies to Poland 
as well. No dollar of J .D.c. funds goes physically into Poland. 

Ln'HtANIA i The J .D. c. has been feeding 11,000 of the 15,000 refugees 
from Po1e.nd who had poUA.-ed into Lithua.nia after the invasion of Poland. For a 
time the L.tthua.nian Government had contributed 50% of all foreign relief funds 
sent into the country. This has been discontinued in the last few months and 
tho full burden o:f helping these refugees has been :falling upon the J.D.C. 
The absorption of Lithuania by Soviet Russia has thus :far not eliminated tho 
need :for our continued aid. Our American staff representative is still in 
that country and sends urgent cablos constantly :for increased :funds. We are 
attempting to secure our Treasury Department's permission to sand :funds into 
Lithuania or to utilize blocked lits in that country. At this writing, it 
does not appear likely that pennission will be granted. 

V. The &lkans - Hungary, Roumania, Yugoslavia, etc. - have problems o:f a 
sanewhat di:f:ferent nature. The J .D.C. ca.n and must continue to work there! 

HUNGARY and ROtMANIA i In Hungary and RollllBnia there remain 1,200,000 
Jews, after deducting the 370,000 Jews who have becane pa.rt of Sovi9t Russia 
through the absorption of Isssarabia and Bukovina. Discriminations and re­
strictions on Jewish participation in trade, industry and the professions, are 
rapidly throttling the existence of the Jewish population in these countries. 
One-third o:f the 600,000 Jews left in Rouma.nia have bean dem.tionalized - de­
prived of the right to earn a 11 ving or to reside in the country. Sans 250,000 
Hungarian Jewish workers have already been thrown out of employment because of 
the anti-Jewish program. The welfare services conducted with J.D.C. aid in 
behalf of these displaood human beings include mass feeding, milk stations for 
children, medical aid, child care, econanic help, emigration assistance and 
voca.tional training, especially :for young people. 

YUJOOIAV IA: Our chief problem in Yugoslavia concerruJ several thou­
sand refugees who ha.vo been stranded on the Yugoslavian Danube for many months 
awaiting an opportunity to proceed to fa.lestine. Everything has militated 
against these unfortunates - first the limitation o:f Pa.lestinian imnigration, 
then the rigors of nature which :froze the Danube at a time when the boat on 
which these refugees were lodged had almost reached the open sea, and now the 
European hostilities which have pl.aced huge obstacles in their JBth. The 
J.D.C. has expended $68,250 to :feed and assist those unfortunates during the 
many months of their travail. Over $7,500 a month is now additionally re­
quired. 

VI. EMIGRATION: Emigration of Jews :fran Europe remains our largest :financial 
and physical program. Emigration has not been halted because o:f the war. Al­
though Italy's belligerent status closed the Mediterranean to shipping, new 
avenues of escape have been opened up. During the past two months hundreds of 
persons have arranged to leave Europe for the Americas and Fe.lestine, using an 
overland route - via Russia, Ma.nchukuo and Jape.n for the Western Hemisphere, 
and via. Turkey and Syria for Palestine. Emigration continues, and we estiDBte, 
on the basis o:f authentic reports from our various representatives and comnittees 
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in Europe, tha.t no tewer than o, 000 persons a.re ready to leave immediately, 
provided tre.nsporta.tion is made available. At an average cost of $250 each, 
this would represent an imDediate requirement ot il,500,000. 

VII. I shall not detail the South American or Shanghai situations. Suffice 
it to say that 125,000 Jewish souls in these areas look to the J.D.C. for con­
tinued support, in order that they may take firm root in their newly adopted 
countries. As an American I appreciate the circumstances which require us to 
continue our efforts in South and Central AUW3rica. It is our patriotic duty 
to tollow the line laid down by our government, of ceimnting relations with 
our Ia.tin American neighbors. We must see to it that the Jewish imnigra.nts 
are decently adjusted to their new surroundings and beccmJ increasingly re­
garded as assets, re.ther than teared as potential liabilities. In conducting 
our programs on our neighboring continent, we do more than imre relief work; 
we stem anti-Semitism at its source, we prevent it fran DBking headway. 

I recognize, ot course, how foolhardy it is to DBkB long-re.nge plans for the 
:t'utm-e. Much of J .n.c. 's future course ot action is directly de~ndent upon 
the progress ot the war. But I do want to DBkB this one points Many people 
felt sincerely, when the war broke out nearly a year ago, that the J.D.C. would 
:QOt be able to continue its overseas programs. Facts and figures have dis­
proved that beyond any shadow of doubt. ?e.tura.lly, in sane ways our activities 
have been handicapped and blocked by the war. Nevertheless, problems which 
seemed insuperable have been overcane in one way or another. In the final 
analysis, then, money has been and still is the chief factor determining the 
extent o:t' our ability to render vital assistance to suffering Jewish victims of 
war and persecution in every pa.rt ot the world. There has been and is no lack 
of opportunity tor service. 

Sincerel 

Morris c. Troper 
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September 25, 1940 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

We are beginning to assemble the 
material for the 1940 United Palestine 
Appeal Yearbook which, a s you know, will 
be published simultaneously with the pre­
sentation of the 7th annual 11 Night of 
Stars 11 • 

I hope that sometime next month 
you will be able to send us a message or 
article for publication in the Yearbook 
which is to go to press in the early part 
of Uovember. 

Sincerely yours, 

FS:BG 
~t~ 

Meyer F. Steinglass 

NEW YORK CITY 
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UNITED JEWISH APPEAL c1nc.> FOR REFUGEES 
AND OVERSEAS NEEDS 

ON BEHALF OF 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL and 
NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

October 1, 1940 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

.342 MADISON AVENUE 

New YORK. N. Y. 

Under sear te cover, by air express, we have 
sent to you a test pressi of th recording which you 
made during your recent vistt to New York. 

I should like to know from you wnether this 
recording is satisfactory before we proceed with ordering 
a auantity of copies. If by any chance you consider the 
tempo too fast, we can arrange to have you re-record a 
condensed version of your talk in Cleveland. 

, S:F I 
Enclosure 

With best wishes for the New Year, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

)~A. , 1 ~' 
• e~!rTstei'riglass 6 
Director of Publicity 

P.S. A copy of your original talk is enclosed herewith. 
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October 15, 1940 

Dr. bba Hillel ~ilver 
The Te 1ple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Deer JJr . ilver : 

NEW YORK CITY 

I elieve t it \rnuld 1)e desirable 
to h ve a r1 ess ·e fro .r· 1s ton Churchill pub-
lished. in t e forthco e rboo': o the 
United Pe e Btine J I •is' to send tJ. e 
er.closed cablec.-r!1JJ to br . CJ.1urchill if it 
eets wi t .i:1 : our a J oval. 

.... ..!' : G 



RT. HON. WL1ST011 CHURCHILL 
10 DOWNI G STREET 
LONDOlT, ENGLAND 

ALL FORWARD-LOOKING MEN INCLUDI G JEWS PRAY FOR VICTORY OF BRITAIN 

IN PRESEUT COllFLICT. AMERICAN JE\TS REC.ALL \TITH GRATITUDE YOUR DEEP 

SYMPATHY FOR UPBUILDING JE1 ISH HOMELAND IN PALESTil~ AlID WOULD BE 

GREATLY ENHE.A.RTEl~D IN SUPPORT OF JEWISH CO •1UNITY PALESTINE BY 

MESSAGE FRO YOU IN THIS CRITICAL HOUR. WE WISH TO INCORPORATE 

GREETil G FROI-1 YOU IN YEARBOOK OF IDUTED PALESTINE APPEAL DEVOTED TO 

JEWISH ACHIEVEMENTS IN SETTLEMENT AND RECOMSTRUCTION OF PALESTINE 

AliD VITAL IMPORTANCE COrITINUED SUPPORT l ATIO.rIAL H0.,1ELAND PRESENT 

CRUCIAL PERIOD. YOUli CABLED MESSAGE WOULD BE UOST DEEPLY APPRECIATJ'J 

IN VIEW GREAT STRUGGLE YOU AND THE BRITISH PEOPLE NOW CARRYING ON SO 

MAGNIFICENTLY. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN 
UNITED PALEST!!~ APPEAL 
41 EAST 42 STREET 
New York, New York 
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?.fr. Meyer F. eteinglas 
United Palestine Appeal 
41 East 42nd st. 
Ne. York., N.Y. 

My dear r. ~teinglasst 

October 181 1940 

In rely to your ind lett.er ot October 15, I 
ou.ld suggest that } OU eonault !r. Ben Gurlon .., to the 

advisab1llt7 ot cabling Chrch111 at this time for ties age 
on Pa le~ tine. I do not r eel thr t !l,'.hould be done i thout 
consultin ., r. Ren Gurion * o is - t - resent in Ne ork, nd 
ho has just com fro111 London. 

·71 th all good wis' , I m in 

Ver, cordi lly yourc- , 

HSaBK 
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Miss Bessie Kline 
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Dear Miss Kline: 

- DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (ItEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN B:AYEMETH) 
For th• S.ttlemut in Palelltlne of J•wa of Germany, Poland, Rumania and Other Landa 

41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

December 6 , 1940. 

Our Accounting Department has asked that I write 
you in connection with the flight that Dr . Silver made from 
Chicago to Cleveland on November 20, via United Air Lines. 

TWA, whose scrip Dr. Silver used in connection 
with this flight, has written to ask for Dr. Silver's coupon 
of the United Air Lines ticket. 

Thi s is necessary in order to obtain credit for 
t he unus ed portion of the flight. 

ET:ff 

Esther Trebach 
SecrPtary to ~r . :ontor 
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For Dr. Silver 
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December 12, 1.40 

1isB E~ther Trebach 
United lestine AJJeal 
41 E t . 2nd St. 
New York, T .Y. 

My deFr Liss Trobach1 

Regi.rding t h night Rabbi C!ilver made 
from Cleveland to Chicago - plea e refer to my 
letter of November 22 to •r. A. Rot· 1enbe g in hich 
I enclosed t he ortion or t he ticket which Rabbi 
Silver did not use. 

With best wishes , I re in 

Vex· sincerely ;your , 

BJK Secretnr t o Ra 1bi Silvo. 
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NEW YORK CITY 

PRIVATE AND CQNFID NTIA!t 

I welcome this opportunity to write to you and to advise you 
that the United Palestine Appeal will conduct its 1941 cam~aign for 
funds through an independent approach to the Jewish communities of 
America. We hope thereby to obt ain th~ far larger sums which are 
required by the Jewish Agency for Palestine to carry on its work 
du.ring this war period, to maintain and protect what has already 
been built in Palestine through the years and to care for the 
thousands of refugees who are still streaming into the country. 

In sending you this private not e, I am eager that you should 
be in possession of the fac t s and of the circumstances under whi ch 
the United Palestine Appeal took the decision and also to solicit 
your personal cooperat ion in looking aft er the interests of the 
United Palestine Appeal in your connnmit y when quotas and allot­
ments to agencies come up f or discussion in your Welfare Fund. 

The f ac t s are briefly as follows: 

1. The 1940-1941 budgets of the Jewish Agency and of the 
J wish Nat ional Fund, which receive their income from the Jews 
of America exclusively through the United Palestine Appeal, total 

13,640,000. The collapse of Jewish conmunities in Europe, which 
fonnerly were an important source of income, has compelled the 
Jewish Agency and the Jewish National Fund to urge upon the 
Jewish communities of America to assume respon s ihili t y for prac­
tically the entire budg t. Within the framework of the United 
J ewish Appeal, it was quite impossible to appro imate even area­
sonable fraction of this budget. 

?. The United Palestine Appeal took its decision to with-
draw from the United Jewish Appeal after the most serious consid­
eration of all the factors involved. We recognized the value of 
the United Jewi sh Appeal as an instrument to stimulat e the raising 
of funds in this country, but we were compelled to take note of the 
fact that the proportion of increase which Palestine might have 
expected as a result of t he increased giving in 1939 and 1940 was 
not reflected in the actual i ncome of the United Palestine Appeal. 
Thus, in 1938 when the J ~s of America raised appro imately 
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$0,500,000 for overseas and refugee purpose&, the United P~lestine Appeal obtained 
2,500,000. In ]939, though the United Jewish Appeal raised over $16,noo.ono, the 

United Palest! e A~peal received only $4,000,000. This y ar, out of a total antic­
ipated gross income of $14,000,000, the United Palestine Appeal will receive only 
$2,900,000. It is evident that Palestine in spite of its gravely mounting needs 
is not receivi g the proportionate benefits which it had a right to expect from 
these united campaigns. 

3. Months ot negotiations preceded the decision to dissol?e the United Jew1sh 
Arpeal. We offered one ~roposal after another to the Joint Distribution Committee 
in an earnest effort to continue the united ce.mpaign. But it was with real reeret 
that we found that every proposal was rejected. The Joint Distribution Committee 
a reed to a continuation of a United Jewish Appeal only upon its terms: (a) that 
the ratios of 1940 be continued unchanged in 1941, and (b) that the amounts which 
were originally allotted in 1940 (#5,260,000 to the JDC; f3,500,000 to the NFS; and 

2,500,000 to the UPA) should be reduced to a six months period, which would mean 
$1,250,000 to the United Palestine Appeal, the balance to be turned over to an 
Allotment Coamittee for later allocation. We could not, of course, imperil the 
work of the Jewish Agency and ot the Jewish National Fund in Palestine by accepting 
such a proposal. 

I do not wish to elaboM.te here upon this point, since I am attaching for your 
confidential study a copy of a letter w~ich I addressed, on Nov~mber 28, to the 
Chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee. It will give you in far greater de­
tail the complete story ct the negotiations and the reasons for the position which 
we took. To the very last. the position of the Joint Distribution Committee has 
remained unchanged except that it indicated th~t it might consent to allocate a 
somewhat larger amount for the first period than it originally suggested, provided 
the re.tics remained the same. 

4. Your representatives, during the period ot negotiations, laid particular 
stress on the fact that relatively too much money out of the United Jewish Appeal 
was being allocat d to the National Refugee Service, which will end the year 1940 
wtth an allotment surplus of at least $370,000. It hes been authoritatively es­
timated that over and above the $3,500,000 which was made available to the 
National Refugee Service by the United Jewish Appea] in 1940, the local Jewish 
communities in the United States have set aside additional sums up to nearly 
$2,000,000 for the local care ot their refugees. Thus the Jews of America are 
spending this year on some fifteen to twenty thousand refugees in the United States 
who are in need o~ relief services, five to eix million dollars, a sum nearly equal 
to that which American Jewry is spendin~ tor the total relief of millions of Jews jn 
Europe, and a sum greater than that spent by American Jews for the relief of te s 
of thousands of Jewish refugees in Palestine, not to speak of the vast program in 
Palestine of immigration, colonization, land acquisition, education and industriAl 
development. 

~. It is of utmost importance that we mnke clear just what is involved in 
this independent appeal of the United Pa]estine Appeal in order to allay any fear 
of disruoting unity in American Jewish life. The question of unity is not at all 
involve. In the last two decades we had several united drives with the 
Joint Distribution Conrnittee~ to be followed by independent drives. Whenev~r a 
united drive sugge ted itself as mutually beneficial it has been held. Otherwise 
there ensued independent drive. 

'th§ United falestine Appeal 1e not conducting an "independent" capma1gn exc~n 
in the sense thay it ie making an 1ndepepdent approach to the budget or allocation1 
committee 1n every city !n the country where Weltare Funde exiet. The United 
Palestine Appeal will continue in 1941, as it has in the past, to cooperate 
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wholeheartedly and loyally with every Welfare Fund community in the United States, 
giving to each Welfare Fund the maximum of cooperation and service so that the cam­
paign in the corrmunity may reach maximum success for all agencies embraced within 
it. The speakers, the literature, the motion pictures and all the other facili­
ties at the disposal ot the United Palestine Appeal will continue to be channelled 
through the established Welfare Fund campaign agency in each conmunity. The onlY. 
difference 9etwe9n t~e 1940 and the 1941 campaigns wlll be that instead of having 
a handful of menJ.!LN~~Iork Citl, whose viewpoints are molded by set and unyielding 
preconceptions, determine what amount of money Palestine shall receive, thte deci­
sion will now lie in the hangs of men and women in each community in the United 
States. Each Welfare Fund receives, prior to its campaign, many applications for 
inclusion of beneficiaries. In 1939 and 1940 each Welfare Fund received one appli­
cation from the United Jewish Appeal, covering the needs of the United Palestine 
Appeal, the Joint Distribution Conrnittee and the National Refugee Service. In 1941 
a separate application will be made by the United Palestine Appeal, direct to the 
Welfare Funds. 

In writing this letter, I am animated by the thought that when our application 
comes before the Budget Committee or Board of your Welfare Fund, you will act as our 
spokesman to see that the United Palestine Appeal receives maximum consideration. 

The United Palestine Appeal campaign in 1941 will be a constructive and posi­
tive campaigr. It will concern itself with the deeds and the needs of Palestine. 
We have no quarrel with any other agency working in the field of Jewish needs. In 
asking for a ratio of fifty-fifty between the JDC and the UPA in 1941, there is no 
disparagement intended of the work of the JDC. However, the Jewish world in 1941 
is not what it was in 1939 and 1940. The expenditure of public f'unds must be ad­
Justed accordingly, and should be channslled in those directions where they can be 
most fruitful and constructive. 

Having reached the decision to launch an independent campaign tor Palestine, 
and to make a direct appeal to the Jewish public opinion in the United States, we 
Zionists and friends of Palestine must be prepared to dedicate ourselves during the 
coming year to an expenditure of energy and a generosity of time and substance such 
as we have never done before. Not only will the fate cf the Yishuv be involved, 
but the prestige of our entire movement. An unsatisfactory response to our appeal, 
caused by our negligence, will be interpreted by the foes of the Jewish Homeland 
as a repudiation of Zioni8m and a vindication of their anti-Zionist position. 

The year 1941 will not permit of routine methods, of easy-going activity, and 
ot uninspired planning. We shall need the vision, the resourcefulness and the 
faithfulness of all the devoted friends of Palestine. I shall be strengthened by 
the knowledge that you are with us in this great cause. 

It will be necessary for our friends in each conmunity to meet during th next 
few weeks so as to plan a course of action 1n relation to their local community 
drive. We should also welcome an opportunity to explain our position to them. 

I would appreciate hearing from you when such a meeting could most profitably 
be held in your corr:munity. 

With all good wishes, I remain, with Zion's greetings, 

AHS:ET 

Most cordially yours, 

CiMu_H~J~ 
Abba Hillel Silver 
National Chairman 
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0 ;::,'-"'-- V' nl 7, the "' e: • ti. . c tr' unity 

nto xtraordinary ric•ion, it bi:ic;-, unni.st ',.p bly e i :ent that the public mi.~u ·ms 

a l ~ ... at rated ii t .. i c ures of hor or '•nc. t ,:, n,.. tru.1. t an~ int. nsif • i-l io 

of i.l.fferi :·:o • 1 • no o . • r bri co:-im .nsur. t ive. rec;onse. 

there ore, o elle to co r cl a. t ·1 t • n the . e" r ,7 1 1 .. pha.t s on the "!)read of 

suffering cannot in itself constitute cl cl .ar-cut or dynrunic c?m0-i n uotivAtion. 

als +o thee otions have been wo_n thin by the v~stness o tr~~ic ev nt 

fo lowinc::, - ch other in ~uch ro.pi succession thc.t 11 e fort to channel them into 

fund - raising instruments i. cloowed to f1ustr tion. 

:e ctio1s to mr ic ~evelonments --- --·-- - --- --
In th ~ear 1940 stress on the de per~ te sit, tion of th Je P.rV 0 

tc roa.uce not i ~rp ~~ symp th; or co. cern but on tl e cc .trar e tiv 

tion - ~ f lir.'-' that the sit ll tion i. ho el As~. oJ· that it i s too v._.."' t or 

Jone in ivi ~ 'LU 1 or roup o:' pri v. te ncie to rc::,e ,,1 t it . r. he V • 
19:_29 \I 

the la t y r of the ''des .. ir 11 ·n .... al . ts effectiven collap ed rno t cc::i_~letely 

wit t co in""' o the \!ar. 1his w s a. most SUl'pri e in n une:i.. ect ,j ycholo ica. 

pheno1 onon. 
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,,as d iven into a fensi v 

position by the w; r ,.u th co fu~ion 1 he L ~u~rer tandin 1hich it en~ n re . 

.1.
1h ugh the .. eeds r , bPyond ro ... ortion to the )re-~,, b " ets. an.r ef ort to 

dramatize the 1940 drive s :.::.n smer enc;r wa appt'\a i: :4,$ blcc red bv the he•:ilQe r.:en t 

an, .. s _e_pt; ci s 11 of the public, w ich f recd the campLic:;..n to o:!..lou the de ensi ve 1 .... nA 

of n. 

''h' sit,U'.:1.tion reduced the C' paign pro rm to a. q_ue tion a.11 8J swer 

ex~han0 e, compar ble ton see-"' a. , ,ith the a-':enc:r up on h c ntributor in one case 

e.nd t .. e contributor u on th a_:en~y in the next. ':: ,.., '!"'?Sult~ of t e 9,11 c n 

as compa red lith those of tle 1939, 3.I'e ... '.l.ffic.:.env proo ... of the fc... t that the c 

mu 'ties were never ite ble to ~et of 1- e-saw, • 11 s.: i te: of t 1, act that 

the prosentation o the n8eds an tl e prog a.ms 0.1. th~ o \'P.rs • s 0 0 c.:e were r.,ore th'. n 

adequ t . In -.. ny cases 1 aa.ar s a. i Cl not so r1:1.1. h m,g ~ ... eeche. b.G Qup ly dcfini t.e 

irred b.r the . . ~om were , ewers . the facts wer 9res nt but fA1 en 

be ·til etered but the rea ter r?njori ty •·1ere enlight"ned. he d. ive "prcl· n_i htenr ent '. 

but e li hterun nt roved ·n.· fici nt to i spir nnw tW1d· r of response . ~nli 0 ht-

en.ment c ·nvinced the nublic t , t t ws worthwhile to iv . It ·; .... no "10 :er ul 

enourh to be the timulu tor is t lo e of givin. 

the yea r Q \ ....,S t C ; e \lh .n espair t...nc trag dy cree.t .d 

the wia eaction; 1940 - - th i.-·ar ~"~ar -- broueht a n:.1 lific· ion of th !JO'.ver 

of tragP. V -­.. 

qu ~,tion m rk. 

,,h3..t s o 

d a 1 publ i c r lotions he to b .J car ried on uno r the sin of he 

n er· ht banner then shall the 1941 c n i gn be conducted? ~es.air 

an trage y repre e t an inad q1x te approach . he pr ~ent, tion of the f cts them-

selves is not sufficiently forceful to tir enuine enthusiasm. • h9 is to be the 

• eynot fo 19 17 C th an ,er, per ps , foun " • n t nin to ilomest i c ca.uses -



• 

- 3-

the refugees in om midst, for c , .ple? It i~ tr'.l that t • e, an i ort nt 

roblem b11t it cannot b dr atized n t, thi. 1 te st e. i1h,ir human n eds e by no 

me·~ns ... C' ...... , ~ren.t ~ th n d. of the "'e·,s in ·urop "l.Il l"nr s, no .. i_ the th1· o_ 

growing nti- miti m ~s a result of ne lPctin ~ 
el of uffi ient , rgenc. ll a t • :ne " 

of war cri:-is\ .rhen ~11 eitch j~t i::>1 neccrrA , _n int,;:: ~-r 1 ,trt of th . ener·--11 r blei 

of national 'efAn~e. C ,,e, perhaps, ind. th an svP.r in the civic otecti 

agencie~? ere, ,g ... -;.in, the sit11ation has b en _,reatl:r .... ltered bL the utbre-ak o the 

,ar . 1 he neeci or trackin;:;;., o,•n "nd exposine; e.ubv .rsive ele e1 ts seekin to s r P .. 

• azi .... ro9r:tqnua is no lo 6er on y a e\lish r1rob em but n.0 ain ~ rP.seing nc...tiorn l 

ci_f nse issue. It is a vi t_ql oroblem in oJ ich, of course, ... e, s must cooper t but it 

is not bie; eno, ~h to be th main i &ue o the 1941 CP...mri.qign lan . 

verse.:t~_ :e,eal I~ .Lomin~n t 

s we go down he li e ;e nevi tabl co .. e the conclusion that the 

overseat i tu.a tion mu t age.in be the mainsJrin _n vehiclP. of t_1e 41 und--rni sine; 

campaign and th-'l t cnce agc'dn tne overs s appeal ... ~ t b"' th13 platform on w ich al 

other f' E can join for m~ .. ximum res t n5 response. 

But Fe h3.Ye e .n by our experience in 1939 ann in 940 th, t t e et 1oci.s 

of ap:pe 1 u2ed to em_ hasi ze the needs of th~ oversea a.;enci s confront us with 

serious obstacles . HO",; ar we to ral'llclti e tJ e o verseao sit tion if , on the one 

hand, emphasis on distress c4 tr edy will br • n:.::, ne . ti e reaoti ons '4nc.1. e phas.: s 

on facts, on the other hand, wi l fail to create th s_irit ano.. or l atmospher 

nAce sa.ry for mcbilizat·on o publics ntiment? vi u 1, we cannot str ~s .?r's 

ev,..station, sta.rv· .tion, ~.a7.i pe secution, c,en.th Llli terror . rr.hei=-e h--v been h~ 1n 

to have a araly in i n tc a of ~ctiv .tin ffec on th givin blic . 

the problem • the col1tion s n~ly, it m'ght esolv ·t elf to this: 

t mu t be one. 
n be on 

f we stat 

19,9 
1940 
l .1 is it bin done? - .h mea in of r ti b n on,? 
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ay f 1c a clu to the ~olution the problcio i ..,e kin__, t ch l'J.e.l 

our c in think:·n.;., ter s of answer· he ... u.,stio 1 in 1941 _ 11 , l ~ i~ it b i 

oue?" . r,11.s is a qa stion ;; ich ·yon t!L ...... ce of ·t~ ee1 ,- in t) place us in 

a d.f n~ive o ... ition, but act 1 lly re ... olves its~1f to the .._rin b rd fo an 

bressive, spirited. anc ent u~ia m-evoking ct. ai n. If we ad. res ur lv r ta 

this ~roposit:on we ·ill p ce t e 19 1 cam)·i n unue~ the b-.i!l~r o ... heroic efense 

c: nd. not un .er the banner o th yello br ·e . ,,e ·rill b set tin our t..ces n t. e 

right direction. he yol ow b~ d_e t t e concentr t ion camp _nd the h t to ,..,all 

ca o t in themse ves serve as c· .pai 6 n fnctor u 1 e~s there is laced l ngsi e of 

th~se ne ative le .ents a tronc heart-stirrin~ ... ositive ~,_Aal. 1 he symbol of 

the ew as a be ar and. a derelict .. u .. t be r~i;laced by ~ fi3ure of coura e :ind in -

pendence. .....1es .. c.ir nu t be .::-emoved fro 1 ,.1.r c.11n a~ 0 st:1. ·e a d hor, must occupy the 

central position .• he appeal of sacrifice, t ... c~r .d p ot by a icture of 

hopeless misery but by an e_• _le to inspire h roi .. 1-ot d 01:i but surviv 1 --

not ancering but epic rP.~ettlement iUst be the illars of the 19-1 ~~ pai0 n ~true ure. 

. e ave had enou ..... h of _it, nd tr gedy that arc beJond comprehension. ·e h ve also 

~dour period of fact-findi ~· -heeP facts can no, e l ced in their pro er rel tion-

ship to the entir , canvas cf \· orl Je -1ish ne d. . r:1hflse act;;) c.:m be !. en forceful 

di rection. .iri t and fire. ·rh' t i \/hy the role of th, Jews in .. es tine must 

occupy the pivot 1 l ce i the c~"l a.i n approach for the c ~ing yee.r. It i hi h 

time th· t the olicy diet ted by - tl~r '£ ve ~-, y to the _ olicy ict ted by Chu.re ill -

2.. policy th t mo ... t ramatic ly . bolized in the Jewi hf" ld by the coW'a. eous 

pi~neer of ale tine no a 1 e ctively nth reat Britain i the attle or reA om. 



, ◄ 
UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

P~om Miss Beatrice ohen 

Subject 

MEMORANDUM 

D11te Jan. 9, 1941 

Attached hereto please find a cop7 of a~ tter of January 8, 1941 f r om Mr. ~athan Straus. 

fe 



C 

p 
y 

Janu ry s . 1941 

ear Dr. Silver: 

Let rae thank you for your .. ind invi t,.wt ion to at tend 
t.L.e i::..tional Conterence for P<.1.lestine and t1 e di ner on 
aturday even ... ~, J".lnuLry 26 . t t! .. e :illard hotel . 

I douo t if I \v ill be aole to present as I try, except 
in most unusual c1.rcumstances, to 5 et away from .,ashington 
Saturd y afternoons and 1.1.ave a complete break for a few hours. 
This job involve .:;, very hard work tl1rOU€.,hou t the \ eek and I 
think you will appreciate tne re..:.sons , ich impel me to try 
to maintoin tris teek-end sc edule . 

If in any \ ·ay you thoug t rry pre :;;t;nCe : t t:i e conf re ce 
essential, I could arran6e my plans ,.ccor ingly but it is 
rny feel illG that this is an occasion on • ic· t .Le presence of 
many ot:i ers is more important t·ia.n my own . I hope you will agree 
with me so it will not be necessary for me to stay. 

\ii th _11 good vi shes for the success of the conference 
and wit kindest personal re6ards . 

(si neo) 

Dr . boa Hillel Silver, 
United Palestine Appeal , 

~-41 ~ast 42nd ~tr~et 
.1:'e, Yor City. 

Cord.i&lly yours, 

'.n ·us 



··r. N t han Strau~ 
The Sho . oh 

n.c. 
y de r ,tr. Straus, 

J nu r; 10, 19 1 

I greatly . _ reci te your kind note of 
January 8, and I ould ho 1t~te gre' tly to urge you 
to do so ething hich nould im)ose burdens u.on you 
even gr oter t.~an thoc-e which you are .lready c rrying. 
But this . •· r• Nf~tional Conference of the United 
Pale tine A_,eal in Waahington ill be of such great 
im?ortance to our ovement, particul rly in vie of the 
di solution of the United Je '.sh Appeal, trut your 
pre~ence, if only for~ bri r time at ny one of the 
seas one, oi ther f""-e. turn. ~· evening or Sun, .. ny afternoon 
or ~und ;, :vening, would bo of' ine timnble :.,ervice to 
w, •. e do not reb. rd you, s you undoubtedly know, 

juc:-t one among mc.ny others. r.:y colleagu& join me 
in urging upon -ou attendance at the Conr rence as a 
major contribution to the cause v.hich is cloee to our 
ho rte. 

1th all good • hes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 
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Dr. Abba Hillel SilYer, 
The Temple, 
Ea8t 105th Street and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 10, 19~1. 

Thie morning there came to my desk your letter 
of January 8th headed "Private and Confidential," 
which enclosed a copy of your letter to Mr. Paul 
Baerwald, which letter 1s also marked "Confidential," 
and with it a eopy or the resolution adopted on Novem­
ber 13th by the Administrative Committee of the U. P.A. 

My deep interest in Jewish affairs generally, 
in all that pertains to Judaism in my community, and 
my interest in all of the organizations which partic­
ipated in the campaign of the United Jewish Appeal 
during the last few years prompts me to reply, be­
cause your letter has left me sad at heart. To me 
it ls pathetic that at a time when, due to world 
chaos, our co-rellglonlats are suffering unspeak-
able agony, any organization should drive a wedge into 

\ what in the last few years has apparently been Jewish 
~ unity. 

I have the sincere feeling that my years of ac­
quaintance with you -- yes, my friendship for yo• -­
and o•r common interest in other Jewish endeavors 
Juetlflee me in writing to you an~ speaking sincerely 
as a friend. Of course I recognize your national 
chairmanship of the U. P.A. Of course I understand 
your sincere and unselfish devotion to thie cause. 
But please give credit to others that they in their 
endeavors on behalf of the Ml .,,. .. ~•• 1M r M••a. 
.. ..._ Joint Dietrlbution Committee, or the National 
Refugee Service, are equally sincere and enthusiastic 
in their eupport of these organizations with which 
the7 are closely affiliated. I think I can speak 
somewhat impartially since I have not been official­
ly connected with any of these, though I have aided 
them all in their drives in our own community. 
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On page two, paragraph fifth, you speak of allay­
ing "any fear of disrupting unity 1n American Jewish 
life. The question of unity le not at all involved." 
Howeyer muoh there may be a protest on this score, 
the fact remains that already there has been a dis­
rupting or unity in Jewish life 1n our community, 
evidenced by the fact that in the past twenty-four 
hours two men who were contributors in the past have 
made the forthright etatement that if now there are 
to be independent appeals and they are called upon 

./ to eliminate any, they will eliminate the U. P.A. 
And, again, though your letter etates that you have 
no quarrel with any other agency working in the 
field of Jewish needs, nevertheless the letter le 
replete with indications of differences which, eum­
med up, eq~al nothing less than quarrel. 

I can present much argument which I am con­
ceited enough to believe will more than balance 
much of what is stated 1n your letter of January 
8th, and 1n your letter or November 28th to Mr. 
Baerwald. Those ot our unfortunate brethren who 
are presently in Palestine at least are enjoying 
the liberty of conacienoe and other liberties which 
are not allowed to those who are still in Europe, 

nd I disagree with you that Palestine should have 
the first consideration. The neede of those in the 
stricken countries demand first attention. In addi­
tion to suppresa1on ot every kind they face starva­
tion, and here in America we owe the duty to see to 
it that those or our brethren who, as refugees, have 
been admitted should under no circumstances become 
public charges, for if that once happens the doors 
to further immigration may be even more tightly 
closed than they are at present. Of course I under­
stand the difficulties or those who are 1n Palestine, 
b)lt, nevertheless, they are afforded the opportunity 

~ to at least try to make their own living in their own 
way. Here in America we have received lawyers and 
doctors who are willing to work ae diggers in the 
ditch or as hod carriers, since they cannot practice 
their professions. The National Refugee Service 11 
still important and no one can belittle in any respeot 
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the work done by the American Jewish Committee, the 
Anti-Defamation League, and kindred organizations. 
Ir defense tails here then we go the same road that 
others have gone abroad. Eternal vigilance is still 
the price at which we must retain our own liberties~ 
if they are to be retained, ... our first consider­
ation and our greatest battle should be for the 
preservation of the freedoms which we enjoy, and 
our own form of government. 

In this sense I agree with you that "construc­
tive statesmanship w0uld demand that what is whole­
some and vigorous and creative should be preserved 
for the Jewish people." It should be preserved for 
all the American people. But with the language 
that follows this quotation I do not find myself 
in accord. I for one deny "that we have a para­
mount duty to eave the one community which allied 
with Great Britain le engaged in a task the ulti­
mate goal of which 1s 11berBt1on of the Jews of 
Europe as well as of Palestine ." And the reason 
I d1eagrP-e with this language, though the sentiment 
is beautiful, ls that our paramount duty 1s to 
preserve what we have here in America, for it ls 

i only through the preservation of this that we can 
continue to do our d~ty to suffering hume.n1 ty abroad. 

And however much I have read and reread your 
letter I cannot understand the hypothee1e on which 

✓ ls builded the statement that "The National Refugee 
Service should not be included as an integral part 
of the United Jewish Appeal." Nor do I understand 
the further statement "that the needs of refugees 
1n the United States cannot be placed on the same 
tooting as the needs or our brethren 1n war-torn 
Europe." It ls an old story that when application 
was made to the tiret Dutch Governor of New York, 
Peter Stuyvesant, to admit Jews to the Colony of 
New Netherland, the permission was granted on con­
dition that they take care of their own poor. That 
had been ingrained in the Jewish coneciousneee long 
before the settlement in New Netherland. So 1n 
assuming that obligation they assumed nothing new. 
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In continuing to meet that obligation w~ carry out 
that which has been ours through the centu~es. And 
I aay that while all of these causes are worthy, and 
I wish it were possible for each of them to extract 
from the communities all that they need, neverthe­
leee I would place the American citizen's obligation 
to those in America as first in the scale. 

I do not wish this letter to go to unreasonable 
length1, for at the very moment when I began dictat­
ing there came to me a telephone message calling a 
conference of Jewish leaders to consider the problem 
that ls posed us by the attitude of the Executive 
omm1ttee of the United Palestine Appeal ae reflected 

1n the correspondence before me. I am sure the sub­
ject will be seriously dieoussed and considered, and 
whatever the decision may be I shall feel bound by 
it, though it may not be in accord with what I now 
write to you. But I cannot help but again aay that 
a wedge has been driven into our Brooklyn Jewish 
Community which it will take much effort to close 
and that it will require herculean work to heal the 
wound. I cannot tell you how much I regret this, 
tor we in Brooklyn have been trained through our 
Federation to aspire to unity, and in those mattere 
outside the Federation I am one of those who be­
lieved that through the United Jewish Appeal we had 
attained it tor its affiliated organizations. 

I am sorry that I cannot sit at your side and 
v discuss this with you aa your friend for I am gr~ed 

to think what the result may be in our community 
which has many times the Jewish population that even 
Palestine holds at the present day. I beg of you to 
believe that I am writing this letter with no anger 
but with a heart that just now is heavy and aaddened. 

Please accept tor yourself, for Mrs. Silver and 
the children, my most cordial good wishes and may 
God bless you in all of the fine work which through 
the years you have been doing. 

Ever 



\ 
; .: Z l.: 0 R . J. D U M 

TO: RECORD DZ .i.RTL.zi·iT 

FRO!!. : H · RY I.:Or,TOR 

R-6: Visit t - St, Luis, J '"'.1:u ".ry 8, 1941 
a 

Durinr~ ny visit t o St, Louis, I ::1et =-' ersonally v:ith t l c follov,ing :-,eopl e , i 1 
afl}.i t i on t o .,_~u.rcss ir.g "'.. s ·-:i0cial n~ct ine of r ci.)res on t "'.t iv es of the Zi en is t 
District, Ho. .... ::i.ssah, l-'oo.le Zir_, n nn :i.. Wizr~chi in the evening; 

.Ufre ·~ Fleish.:~, ~-resi ,:cnt r f Zi - nist District an_.1.. Secr et o.ry rf t he 
Je•r;ish II elf are Fund 

.t·r - f • Gust"'..V~ Kl e,usner) 
Rabbi Julius Gordon ) H,·mr,r ary Vice-Chair::1en ° f u. : . . ;\,.· 
Dr• ii.l exan ~ler ,vi lf ) 
Irvin Bett:-.1c.n , i 'resi -lent of uelfare Fune. 
s~-:-iuel Gers0n, Executive Dir ector nf ,,elfare Fund 

My first task v.-:1s t o c0nvince the Zi rmists ,) f the vali L-: ity cf the $225,000 
a~-,= lication t o the ,welfare Funcl. It had fri r:htened. the:i , Bef::> re :::1eetin,.,. 
in a body in the eveninr- , they see:::1ed in, ivL.,ually t n (loubt thnt it ~·.·as •;;ise 
t o ask f or that a:-.10 unt, But later, v.-hen the justice c f the v:h/"lle u.:i. ,.\., 
,ositinn v:as clarified an ,l it 11,•as clX lained that the ;j;225,000 had a r elati0n 
t n the U.J.A. a n licati ri n of 1940 and to the U.t'~ quota of $12,000,000 in 19~11, 
their §,ttiturle chanre:l and they assu.-:-ied collectively a nev, :iilitan t s ·-irit, 

At the r.ieetin:-• in the evenin,..,. , attended by so□e 50-60 ·,eo :1le at Rabbi Gnr clon ' s 
Te::1'ile, .. the f ("l llo·;; in~'.'I' resolutions resulte d. fro::i the discussions: 

( a) Th~t i n v ie11; of the ino.clequaey of Zionist re· re sen tat i on on the Bu l..,...et 
Co~:r1 itte e, a r equest be ::iade of the ,rnlfare Fund that trno □en r e r esent­
in~ the U, - .A• be added to the list, now consistin..,... of 8; 

(b) That these two nen constitute the offici al lia son between St. Louis 
friends of J.Jalestine and the U, . ,n.. headquarters. The ZOA :i-'resident was 
authorized to a:rno int a st eerin{! co:.0i t tee of 7, r er,resent inr· the various 
Zion ist bod.ies, to seleet these tv:o and t o i n l e:-.1ent the other r esolutions . 

(c) ~ ... 1etition is to be ro tten U:', to be si;1ned by all ::1embers of the St.Louis 
Zionist Orf"'11niz:ation, Hac.assah, · .izrachi and i,oale Zion, inJ.icatinr· to 
the .telfare Fund the desire for ::iaxiou..-:i SUi1,ort of the U,.r ,A, and ledgint" 
coo ·,eration to the ,ielfare ?und for a ca:.1,a i cn that would .cr ive due reco -­
nition to 1-alestine. This ?etition .-.-111 be held in abeyance until after 
the t ·,:o U .... ,A. :)eO')le will have had a chance to sound out the other 
:ner.ibers of the Budf'et Co m:ii ttee on their intent ions. 

It \7as also ::-iade clear that the l ocal liason co=n:il i ttee r:ould act on behalf of 
the U.1 ,A. but •;:ould make no final decisions or acce·-i t any allocations v.-ithout 
consent and a ·) 1roval of national U. ~ .,A ... headquarters. 

DurinP the discussion the question of an inde~endent U,~,A, cam~ai en was touched 
u pon , 'hany felt this would be im ~ossible and others that it v:ould be desirable 
re~ardless of the financial consequences. But it was clear that the very dis­
cussion touched new chords of ~ilitancy and self-respect among the Zionists, 
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The Bud; et Co:.ni ttee of St. Louis consists of Edv,·ard G. l l a tt, Charl es ; •. • Rice , 
i~lvin Gol clr:1an , Irvin Bett;.1an, Jesse ,/olfort, Hov:ard Ba er, Alfred Fl ei sh□an and 
Irvin.: Edison . There are ty;o active anti-Zionists in the group. The others 
are i n.J.ifferent or, in th e cas e of Bett ~-.1an, SYfili'athetic. Edison, who con es 
of ortho dox :::iarents, see::is not to '.-:ant to identify himself v;ith the i'al estine 
,"rou:1. 

Edv;ard G. i latt has been na:;i ed Cha irman of the 1941 St. Louis ,i elfare Fund 
drive. He is an anti-Zionist. I n 1940, $526,000 was raised. Sydn ey Shoenber g , 
a violent anti-Zionist, f!ave 4> 50,000, !v:orton i✓iay ~ave $25,000. But the ::ien 
v;ho con trol the co::imunity r: ive co□J:aratively little. :i-' latt gave $2,500 in L10 
as a.-ainst .p 3, 500 in 1 39. Irvin Bett::nan, not a very weal thy man - ,,,.hich Platt 
is - _.,.ave .p2,000 in ' -10. 

Durin.~-· ::-iy talk v,ith Er. Bettman, he de:•lored the dissolution of the U,J.A. but 
not too vi.-orously. He thoueht that the Council r.ii r ht set UI) a ratio to .-i:uide 
them. He ex 1ressed re :-rret that anon~ the bi t: r-:. ivers in St. Louis there 1i/er e 
many 7:ho refused to read anythinr· and readjust their ideas in the li ;--ht of 
events. He ~as referrin2 , of course, to hostility to falestine. He asked tha t 
I return t o St. Louis to meet v; ith the Bud{:' et Co;.1::1ittee. The Co r.1.'Ti ittee v,ill 
ber. in its hearin{'"S in the end of January. He r.·anted me to SW!l"est a convenient 
date early in February. 

In my □ eetinr: v,·ith Gerson, he ex ,ressed rer.ret that St. Louis had not h eard 
Dr. Silver in t•i;o years. The tentative o, enirn"' date of the St. Louis ca::-i )ai r-n 
is Sunday even irnr~ W. ay 4th, He asked me to convey the ho ~e of St. Louis t hat 
Dr. Silver could acce~, t their invitation. I ·:-iro:nised to co:n:nunicat e v;ith Dr,, 
Silver on the subject. 

I arran~ed v:i th Alfred Fleish:nan to send me the list of St L i 1940 i 
$ 

. ou s • f. v ers 
of l0A and over so that we ~i ~ht send the~ mater1·a1 in the next thr ee e ks 1--- w e 1 ryrior to the fi nal decisions of the BudRet Conmittee. 

Fleishman . and others indicated to me that II the nev: thin~" in st. Louis is 
Santo Do~run ·o settlement and that Lr. 1-'latt has b een urg int£ large sums for 
Santo Dominf o "so Jhat 100,000 Jev;s can be i mmediately disnosed oflf • It 1s 
not cl ear 't:hether .t-latt really intends to include that item in the i9 '11 St 
Louis bud~et. • 

HM:BC 
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Jr. eier Steinbrink 
61~ Secon, ~trAat 
Brookl.,m, N.Y. 

J nl nr, . l, 941 

Let n 
I h d the tim0 to 
t h o , ortunity to 
. uit ~ ti~ ct ~ 

nk :rou for ) our kinrl letter of .Jan ry 10. I vi sh 
rite to you at length, or better f! till , I sh _ad 
ta.l • to you ubout t,.½e matter, b c us letter ... ire nev r 
t. cl rif~/ an involved si t w tion • 

t .. t u ~-- '"''° rhich I f; ent to you. 
If ., n oid, I cnn not understt, nd, for t ~c 1: .t. o,r mo, ho· you arrived a.t 
the concJ.ucion -'·ht•t i. t nf! the Uni tr:d 0 n (1r tin0 1 -opcal t hn t broke o f 
n gotiations, or ·r sru ted J e ··ish unity. The Uni te<l :,al est, nc • • e 1, 
in the rolongP'd negoti tions , ich covered nc rly t,o months, de one 
eonce•· sion • fter another to the Joint Di str ibution Co.~ ttee n t . e hope 
of arriving r t some s tisf ctory arra ge~nent. The J oint Dir, ri bution 
Committee reuained adamant. t ·he conference ca1 led b tho Council 
of Feder--· tione, flftcr the negJ t .:.i!tions rake o , t he Uni t d . a, e t ne 
Ap_)ea.l made an a1dit1onal conce·· ... ion tl'll: t out of th first 9,000, 00 
r 1 ed in 1941 21 ,ooo ehould go t o the ?cnt1onal Refugee '".ervice, 
and the other 71000,000 should be divided 65-~5 a t een e Joint 
Di tri bution Committee and the ni ted P·ilertine A eal:, .ii a.rJd i t n 1 
fundr. raised to be di ributed by an lloc ·• t : ons Co:r.ai ttee. If 1 re ard 
th ta unr son ble, t hen .e ~im~ly do not sp • th s e 1 guu e. In 
19~8, the r tio bet een the Joint Di tri bution Co i ttee and t .1 United 
P ectine Appeal s 60-40. 

I regret to se.y th 1 t the Joint Distrib tion Col:lllittee sho0 red no 
r 1 de ire for united c ai in 1941 any ore th it di l t V r. 
It too' three conths of hagglin ,t the cl ose of 1959 ad ha b innin 
or 1940, nd consi .erable re ure from the country t 1 rge, t o force 
the Joint Di ribution Co lldttee into united c ign for l s t ye r. 
It you re intere ted in the d a, it 11 b ade a;nJ.la le o ·ou 

t th o fices or th ~nited Pa ~tin Ape 1. 

Incident lly, thi diaqolution of h United J ·i.eh A . 1 ou ht 
not to be ~ r-dramatized. Th to hundred Je ish el .1.· e Funds of m ric 
will c ntinue to b ve united c i n a. h reto or rrl the .. • 111 allot 
funds to th Joint istributian Co tt e, the ·nit le tie pal, 

nd t the N tional Refugee ~ervice in e ctly th t llot 
run to oz• of oth r beneficiary a enciea ich 
a plic tons to t~e. 



r . Steinbrink -2- nu ry 1, l 41 

,ith ll good she " , nd op ng .h at I i.a.r h ve t €: )le ure o 
eein yol· hefor lon , I remain 

V ry cordiall . our "' , 
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Hon . !fa.than Straus 
The Shoreham 
'I a ~h ingt on, D . C . 

Dear 'r. Straus: 

January 14, 1941 

Thank you for your letter of January 8th. 

I do wish tha.t it might be possible for 
you to a.ttend the Conf rence through which we 

NEW YORK CITY 

hope to infuse our leaders and workers through­
out the country with a new sense of determination 
on behalf of the extraora.inary fund-raising 
effort which the lJni ted Pale tine Appeal is 
launching this year . 

Through your le dership , as Chairman of 
the United Palestine Appeal canpa.ign in New York, 
we all look forward to the most successful fund­
raising effort e h8ve known in our history. 

With all good wishes, I am, 

A.HS:¥.BC 

· ost cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
fotional Cl12irman 
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HELP AND HOPE 

The announcement of the separation of 
the Joint Distribution Committee and 
the U11ited Palestine Appeal could not 
have come a a surprise. The leaders of 
the United P:ile tine Appeal had, months 
ago, expressed their keen dissatisfaction 
with the 1939 and 1940 arrangement in 
personal interviews with leaders of the 
Joint Distribution Committee. They had 
not hesitated to say that they were not 
looking forward to a united campaign this 
year. . I say this in all candor. I know it 
can be denied flatly because it is not in 
writing. I assert it, however, as a fact. 

The chief problem i1wolved in the dis­
cussion of the 1941 Campaign was the 
adequate funding of the refugee work in 
the United States. The Joint Distribution 
Committee contended that the ational 
Refugee Service should not only have a 
voice in any united Jewish appeal, which 
it previously had not, but it should also 
have allocated to it a fund adequate for 
the needs in America, and that these needs 
were primary concerns of the American 
Jews. On the insistence that the ational 
Refugee Service be neither allotted a full 
share in management or a competent share 
in the money, the negotiations did not 
reach a satisfactory conclusion. This i 
to be regretted. 

The Joint Distribution Committee and 
the ational Refugee Service in New 
York City have combined their efforts 
in fond-raising and will ee to it that 
givers are offered the simplest means of 
ontribution and that money will be 

rai ed with the least amount of train. 
The United Pale tine Appeal will have a 
eparate campaign in New York City. 

utside of New York City appropriations 
will be made by all welfare funds and 
large givers individually for all three or­
ganization . However, the closest possible 
cooperation in fund-raising to keep down 
di union and irritation will be had. 

great deal is said, in connection with 

the allocation and collection of these vari­
ous funds, about community unity. The 
Joint Distribution Committee is willing 
and eager to put its case before every 
community on the basis of the most thor­
ough investigation of the needs of all 
organizations. The most recent, and one 
would think the authoritative report in 
this field was made by an Allotment 
Committee composed of: Dr. Solomon 
Lowenstein, Mr. James H. Becker, for the 
J. D. C.; Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. 
Stephen S. Wisc, for the U. P.A.; Messrs. 
Harris Perlstein, David Watchmaker and 
Henry Wineman, for the country at 
large. The Allotment Committee specifi­
cally stated that the Joint Distribution 
Committee and United Palestine Appeal 
ould, of course, use more money. Its 

findings would indicate that the Joint 
Distribution Committee had as a respon­
sibility a field many times greater than 
Palestine. Its findings would also indicate 
that the Joint Distribution Committee ha 
only one source of support and money 
and that is the fund-raising as conducted 
by the United Jewish Appeal in the past 
and as proposed to be conducted in the 
'car 1941 by the J. D. C. 

Palestine causes, Hadassah, Youth Ali­
jah, labor committees, land fund special 
collections, etc., etc., bring to Palestine 
roughly as much again as as raised for 
it through the United Palestine Appeal. 
It is not seemly to belabor this point but 
it is important for the giver to know that 
Palestine has sources of income and sup­
port quite apart from and practically 
equal to the United Palestine Appeal. 

It is of the utmo t importance for the 
giver to know that the Joint Distribution 
Committee and the ational Refugee Ser­
vice have no uch support and arc com­
pletely dependent on the gift of com­
munities and individual . Community 
harmony is frequently et up as a reason 
for not solving the problem of the three 
org~rnizations on a completely factual and 

(Cu11l11111t·, I 011 l><1J1t' 3) 

TOLERANCE MUST PREVAIL 
By MAX L. CHALLEK :;-

I am a Jew. I was in vi tcd here to pc.1 k 
by a Catholic and to peak to an audience 
of Protestants, Catholics and Jews. In 
what other country of the world is such 
a situation possible today? It is possible 
in America because of the fact that 
America is a democracy and every democ­
racy at heart is religious and every relig­
ious man and woman here feels that he is 
an American and is a believer in democ­
racy. It is because we arc a religious peo­
ple that it is possible for us to be tolerant 
of one another's ideas and ideals. It is be­
cau e we are a religious people that we 
are able, without reservation, to take the 
oath of allegiance which ha been the cen­
tral feature of chi celebration today. 

Thousands of years ago the Jewish 
prophet Micah aid: "Proclaim liberty 
unto all the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof." Those word were impressed on 
the liberty bell which hung in the State 
house in Philadelphia and, when the 
founders of the Republic wrote the Dec­
laration of Independence, this bell with its 
inscription and its dedication to liberty 
rang out for us a new nation dedicated 
to political and religious liberty and dedi­
cated to the principle for which the Con­
ference stand : T olcrancc for one an­
other' opinions. 

Unless such tolerance exist , this great 
melting pot, America, cannot last and 
democracy will pass away. Unless we, as 
a united people, are prepared to fight 
boulder to shoulder, Jew, Prate tant and 

Catholic, for the preservation of this 
democracy, liberty will no longer ring out 
upon the land. And with its disappear­
ance, di appear the hope that all relig­
ious people have of seeing a better world 
and a better place to live in. 

We all, Catholics, Prate tants and Jews, 

,. Excerpts from an address delivered at the 
ourt of Peace, World's Pair, October 1940. 

( n,rllnurd rm f,ngr 2) 
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Addre ss ,,// co 1111111111ica t io 11 .1 l o tbe ofli , r. 

Central Synagogue is open every day 
to everybody. 

No. 3 JANUARY 24, 194 1 

BROTHERHOOD SPECIAL FRIDAY 
EVENING SERVICES 

Three Friday evening services will be 
held at our Synagogue during the months 
of February, March and April. 

On February 14th the service will be 
in commemoration of the birthdays of 
Lincoln and of Washington. The Congre­
gation Habonim and its minister have 
been invited to attend and it is hoped that 
the members of Central Synagogue will 
be present in large enough numbers to 
welcome them. Of especial interest on 
this evening will be the music service. We 
have long hoped that the important group 
of Jewish composers now available would 
concern itself with music for the Syna­
gogue. Some composers have done so. We 
shall, on this Friday evening, make the 
first presentation. of the ritual service set 
to music by Jacob Weinberg who is a 
well-known contemporary composer and 
his efforts to beautify the service should 
be of profound interest to all members of 
the Congregation. Its members are asked to 
set aside this evening not only for the pur­
pose of attending the Synagogue them­
selves but for the purpose of bringing 
their friends to show them the way in 
which Central Synagogue interprets pub­
lic religious worship of American Jews. 
It is important and offers an opportunity 
to every member to be especially helpful. 

The second service will be on Friday 
evening, March 21st. This will be a spe­
cial service in memory of Isaac M. Wise, 
which will also be dedicated to a discus­
sion of American Judaism and its place in 
the Hopes of the American Jew. At this 
service the music will also be of especial 
interest, as our soloist, Mr. Frederick 
Lechner, and large choir, under the direc­
tion of Mr. Lazar Weiner, will sing the 
Sabbath Service as composed by Ernest 
Bloch. This service is seldom sung as it is 
extremely difficult. It has, however, tre­
mendous force and inspiration. 

The third service on Friday, April 18th, 
will conclude the Passover cycle. This 
will be a presentation by the soloists, choir 
and chorus of Handel's "hracl in Egypt. " 
This is a very great undertaking, and 

CENlRAL SYNAGOGUE Set:i-l,e 

SERVICES 
~riday evening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... • • • • • • • • 5:30 

I 0:30 Sabbath mornin g . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 
DR. WISE will speak on 

"DISCIPLINE AND LIFE TODAY" 

IN MEMORIAM 

T his Friday evening and Sabbath morning anniversaries will be observed for the 
following departed. 

Annie Adler Edward Marshall David H. Rosenberg 
Joseph Polacek 
Caroline Goldstein 
Nathan Beir 

Aaron Eichtershicmcr 
J acob Fuchs 

Fanny Davidson Heyman 
Leopold Heyman 
Simon Hess Benjamin Rosenzweig 

Jacob H. Flaschner 
Henrietta Heilbrun 

Julius Schreiber Regina Lambert 
Max Levenson 

every member of the Synagogue should 
stand back of it so that it will be heard 
by as many people as possible. 

Further notice of these Friday evening 
services will be sent out. This note is 
meant for your calendars and it is hoped 
that you will mark as follows: 

Friday, February 14 
Friday, March 21 
Friday, April 18 

All the services will be at 8:30 in the 
evening and at our beautiful Synagogue, 
5 5th Street and Lexington A venue. The 
Brotherhood of Central Synagogue will 
act as hosts and as patrons of these ser­
vices. On these three Friday evenings thr 
regular services at 5:30 o'clock will be 
omitted. 

If you are not yet a member of the 
Brotherhood it would be very help£ ul if 
you would join it now. 

A DEFINITION OF JUDAISM 
By ISAAC M. WISE 

Judaisrn is the religion of intelligence. 
Those who believe in one God, as pro­
claimed and defined by Abraham, Moses 
and the prophets, and the ethical princi­
ples, doctrines and precepts contained in 
and with logical necessity following from 
this sublime belief, believe in Judaism. 
They are of Israel de jure, and if this be­
lief controls their conduct and directs 
their performance of duty toward God 
and man they are of Israel also de facto, 
whether they know it or know it not, or, 
knowing it, confess it, or confess it not, 
whoever or whatever their ancestors were. 
Judaism is universal religion, because it is 
in full accord and harmony with the pos­
tulate of reason and the standard of con­
science, without permitting either one to 
dictate without the consent and approba­
tion of the other factor. 

TOLERANCE MUST PREVAIL 
(Conthmed from page I) 

believe in one Father and we believe in 
the· brotherhood of man. This belief is the 
very basis and heart of democracy and as 
we assemble here by our presence we dedi­
cate ourselves anew to these ideals and 

testify to the fact that united we are pre­
pared to live and·perhaps die for our com­
mon faith for this belief. We testify here 
that we believe in the common brother­
hood of all mankind and we believe that 
in politically working and fighting for a 
democratic form of government we arc 
best showing our belief in the common 
Father of us all. 

Each Sabbath morning the rabbi of the 
congregation to which I belong stands 
before the open ark in which reposes the 
Old Testament and says a prayer for the 
safety and preservation of our govern­
ment. That prayer comes not to us from 
days of the past but is in the words of 
our great American poet, Henry Wads­
worth Longfellow: 

T hou, too, sail on, 0 Ship of State, 
Sa il on, 0 Union, strong and gre~t! 
Humanity with all its fears, 
With all the hopes of future years, 
Is hanging breathless on thy fate. 

Sail on, or f ear to breast the sea. 
O ur hearts, our hopes, are all with thee 
Our hearts, our hopes, <fur prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o'er our fears, 
Are all with thee,-are all with thee! 

''SCHULCHAN ARUCH" 

The graduating class of the Refugee 
Re-training Course ( School for Domestic 
Economy) conducted by the Sisterhood 
in the Community House for immigrants 
from Europe has prepared an amusing and 
touching booklet called, " 'Schulchan 
Aruch'-The Table Prepared." The title 
is, of course, a witty allusion to the train­
ing in waiting on table as well as in 
other domestic departments. It sets forth 
with a great deal of charm and humor 
the radical new experience which lawyers 
and doctors of both sexes as well as many 
others in different walks of life must 
undergo when they wish to become ac­
quainted with American methods and ter­
minology in household work. It is a very 
brave little book. The Sisterhood will 
preserve it in its annals not only as a 
memento of its present fine work but as a 
sample of the courage of these people 
whom :ill of us should profoundly wish 
to help. 



HELP AND HOPE 
( ConfiNed from Pttge 1 ) 

hone ·t basis. Community harmony is fre­
quently to be had by making conces­
sions, but made in the interest of peace 
at a reasonable price. It is to be hoped 
that the campaigns will not drag in the 
bugaboo of community harmony. It is 
to be hoped that the national and local 
leaders will leave that phrase somewhere 
in the oblivion where it belongs. Nobody 
wants community quarreling but it is ob­
vious that a peace secured through 
"Milquetoast" surrender to the threat of 
community disharmony isn't worth the 
price. 

Let us all join in rajsing monies suf­
ficient to meet the needs of all the agencies 
doing competent work in this frightful 
ituation. Let us do this with the feeling 

that it is a sacred task and not a business 
venture. Let us do it not to protect our 
own present or future but to place on the 
altar of human decency a sacrifice com­
petent to help avert the calamity of 
human brutality which has brought about 
thi-; great and crying need. 

RADIO AGAIN ON CANADA 
STATIONS 

During the past month as a result o~ a 
vi it of Rabbi Appelbaum, the Canadian 
stations have resumed broadcasting the 
"Mes age of Israel" program. These Cana­
dian stations had discontinued the pro­
gr1m as a result of references to the Brit­
ish government's attitude toward Pales­
tine made by one of the speakers on the 
radio somewhat over a year ago. This illus­
trate the care with which all special 
manu cript must be peru ed. Even with 
the exercise of the utmost caution it is 
possible for such a regrettable statement 
to be made either in the original manu-
cript or interpolated. The United Jewish 

Laymen's Committee is very happy to re­
sume the broadcasts from Canadian ca­
tions. This will make it unnecessary for 
many, many thousands of Canadian Ji -
teners to pick up the broadcast from 
American stations available to them. 
There is certainly no necessity for saying 
that the United Jewish Laymen' Com­
mittc had not the slightest sympathy with 
the statements made. It is, however, per­
tinent to say that the United Jewish Lay­
men's Committee profoundly regretted 
the use of the "Message of Israel" in 
uch a way. . . 

The member hip of the United Jew1 h 
Laymen's Committee i a follows: 

:\ 1 r. A lbcrt D. La kcr 

Mr. Fred Lazarus 

;\lr. Leo Lehman 

\fr. Henry Wineman 

;\Ir. J Jarry l •i chel 

Mr. Edmund I. Kaufmann 

\lr. Nathan Ohrbach 
tr. crald Warburg 

Dr. Jonah B. Wi e 

R.,bbi au! B. Appelbaum, 

ProgrJm Director 

CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE Sce~e 

THE SISTERHOOD 
Under the presidency of Mrs. Siegfried 

Schanzer, the Sisterhood is going forward 
with a series of programs of an interesting 
and stimulating nature. All activities 
have been intensified. 

In December a highly succc sful Fash­
ion Show was held through the coopera­
tion of Mr. Nathan Ohrbach. The largest 
attendance in several years greeted this 
program, overflowing the capacity of the 
hall. 

One of the most successful meetings 
of the Sisterhood was held on Monday, 
January 13th, when a "Mother and 
Daughter" afternoon was given. Mrs. S. 
Schanzer presided and Dr. Wise regaled 
the guests with some very interesting 
anecdotes. A short entertainment and re­
freshments concluded the meeting which 
drew an unusually large attendance. 

The Executive Board of Central Syna­
gogue Sisterhood tendered a luncheon to 
Mrs. Henry Goldstone at the Community 
House on Monday, January 20th. Mrs. 
Siegfried Schanzer presided and over forty 
ladies were present. Dr. \'v'i e made a 
felicitous address praising the guest of 
honor for her loyalty and devotion. Mrs. 
Max Rosett made a brief address and Mrs. 
J. J. Klein presented Mrs. Goldstone with 
a traveling bag on behalf of those pres­
ent. The recipient made a .fitting response. 

Following the request made of the Con­
gregation, the Sisterhood will hold a 
Night of Games on Sunday evening, Jan­
uary 26th, at 8:30 p.m., in the Com­
munity Hou e. A very interesting pro­
gram has been arranged and, inasmuch as 
the entire proceeds will go to the Refu­
gee Re~training Course and Camp Project, 
it is hoped that there will be an overflow 
attendance. 

Luncheons are served Monday to Thurs­
day inclusive, in the Community House 
at a nominal um and, in addition to re­
galing the "inner man" ( or is it the "inner 
woman"?) you will be helping a very 
worthy cause if you participate. 

Under the direction of Mrs. Sidney J. 
Baumann, wool will be distributed for 
those desiring .ito make knitted garments, 
which when finished will go to the "Bun­
dles for Britain" cause. Mrs. Baumann i 
at the Community House every Monday 
afternoon. 

ttAMERICA CALLING" 
On Monday night, January 20th, in 

celebration of the inaugural of Franklin 
D. Roosev It as President of the United 
States, the National Broadca ting Com­
pany broadcast "I Hear America <?all­
ing." The program was under the direc­
tion of Lazar Weiner, musical director 
of Central Synagogue and of the "Mes-
age of Israel." The ational B~oadcast-

ing Company orche tra or~a~uzed and 
directed by Arturo To canmm, and the 
choru of the International Ladies Gar­
ment Worker Union provid d the musi . 
Many di tingui hed gue ·ts were pre ent 
at the broadcast. 
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CONGREGATION HABONIM 

Congregation Habonim held regular 
5crvices during the High Holy Days thi 
year for the first time. With the excep­
tion of the second day of Rosh Hashanah, 
when services were conducted in Central 
Synagogue, all services were held in Town 
Hall and led by Rabbi Hugo Hahn. Of 
che 1500 seats in Town Hall, !200 were 
old through the office of the Congrega­

tion and temporary branch offices and 300 
were set aside for members and other 
refugees who were unable to pay. These 
were distributed in the office of the Con­
gregation and by the ational Refugee 
ervice, the Self Help for Emigres from 

Overseas and other organizations. The 
great need for such services was proved 
by the fact that the Congregation finally 
had to give cards of admission to a num­
ber of people who were willing to stand. 

The new Cantor of the Congregation, 
Mr. Erwin Hir ch, was assi ted by Cantor 
Leo Adler. Mr. Ernst Wolff, well known 
singer, formerly with the Opera House in 
Frankfurt/Main and who will make hi,; 

ew York debut this year, sang the Kol 
Nidre and other special parts of the lit­
urgy. The musical part of the service wa-; 
in charge of Miss Martel Sommer who of­
ficiated at the organ and conducted a 
choir of nine singer . 

On the second day of Ro5h Hashanah 
the services in Central Synagogue were 
thrown open to the general public and a 
large audience filled the Temple. The Con­
gregation had the privilege of listening to 
Rabbi Jonah B. \Vise as guest speaker. Dr. 
Wise pointed out that the e services, held 
by newcomers in an impres ive and digni­
fied manner, are an important event in 
the history of Jewish Immigration to the 
United States of America and that these 
newcomers should not be regarded as ref­
ugees but as immigrants as were our fore­
bears, and they are here to stay. In estab­
lishing a Congregation of their own, they 
have assumed an important responsibility 
and it will require sacrifice and hard work 
to build up a fuU community Jife and in 
doing this, the immigrants will make a 
valuable contribution to Judaism m 
America. 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

The children of the Religiou School 
arc busy rehearsing "Ha-Ha-Hadassah," 
an operetta by Mabel H. Meyer, which 
will be presented for Purin. 

Arts and Crnf tc; cla c .; arc now avail­
able throughout the chool. 

THE MESSAGE OF ISRAEL 

During the remainder of January, 
Rabbi I rael oldstein of Temple B'nai 
Jeshurun will continue to 5pcak over the 
"Message of I rael," -v hich i5 broadca t 
every Saturday night at 7 p.m. over WJZ. 
For the month of Fcbru.1ry the \peakcr 
, ill be Rabbi Philip Bern tcin of Ro he -
ter, cw York. 



GIFT FUND (Sisterhood) 
MR. HARLES HoFFMAN, Chairma11 

25 East 77th Street 
,\lr. and Mrs. Julius Loeb, in memory of mother, 

Rachel Neuburger 
Mrs. Max Schwarz, in memory of David Rosenthal 
Mrs. Max Schwarz, in memory of Irving Dorf 
Mrs. Max Schwar:z., in memory of Nathan Gold-

man 
Dr. and Mr . J. J. Klein, in memory of Irving 

Dorf 
,\tr. and Mrs. ,\1ortime1 I. 1 larri~, m memory of 

Irving Dorf 
Mr. and Mrs. Fd" ard ,\larx, in memory of l-;rnnic 

Epstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou1~ B. ·,mond,, 111 memory of 

Jannie Epstein 
,\1r. and Mrs. Herbert chwar,, 111 memor)' of 

Herbert M. Unger 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert ch war,, in mcmor) of 

Isa bell a U ngcr 
1r. and Mrs. Arthur ~chwarz, in memory of Js.,­

bella Unger 
Mrs. Henry Goldstone, in memory of Carl F. 1'cck 
Dr. and Mrs. J. J. Klein, in memory of Frederick 

Greenbaum 
Mrs. Maud L. Gilbert, in memory of Frederick 

Greenbaum 
~Ir. D. Raphael Springer, in mrmory of father, 

Raphael Springer 
Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel M. teindler, in memory 

of Herbert M. Unger 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert chwarz, in memoq of 

Belle Schiffer 
Mrs. Emma E. B. Froehlich, in memory of ~ln. 

f. Sidney Mendelsohn 
\fr . Henry Goldstone, in memory of Hilda D.1llet 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacoh Heymann, for Refugee 

Project 
Miss Elsie Leerburger, in memoq of ~loses 1:.. 

Strouse (Baltimore) 
Miss Elsie Leerburger, in memory of Isabella Unger 
frs. Emma L. 1arx, in memory of Dr. :Milton 

Picard 
111rs. Samuel }dauber, in memory of Mother's 

Anniversary 
,\lrs. Siegfried chan1Cr, honoring J\ l r~. Dor.1 

ch warz's 8 5th binhd.1) 
,\lrs. Charles } loffman, ho11or111g ;\!rs. Dor.1 

Schwartz's 85th birthd:t} 
\In. Manha 1 iller, honoring \1 r,. Dor.1 'chw.1rn.'~ 

85th birthday 
.\ Ir. and 1\Irs. Adolph \lmc,, in rncmorr of l;reJ ­

erick Greenbaum 
\liss rll.i B. T:iu \ ig, 111 mcmor} of Samuel 

amueh 
.\Ir. and Mrs. l lcnr} l lucgcl111.1n, in memory oi 

Be sic Living l0n 

Tlie Scr:,/;e 

CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE 

o. 3 

35 East 62nd Street 
Tew York, N. Y. 

JA UARY 24, 1941 

POSTMASTER:- If forwarded 
to • new add ress kindly notify 
sender on form 3547. Poat19e 
for n0Ufic1tion 9uu•ntHd. 

C ENTRAL SYNAGOGUE Sui.'e 

11rs. Selma heedm.111, in memory of her husb.1n<l, 
Michael freedman 

Mr. \\'.'m. T. Ryan, in memory o( Kemp bmilr 
Tccklar, Fredericka, Pauline, Henry, Lena an<l 
Abr:iham 

,\li~ Rosalind \\, cis , in memory of Belle Jass 
Mrs. l lcnrr Lambert, in mcmor)' of lhbeLtc 

Rheinaucr 
\1r. and Mrs. Seymour A. <..oodman, 111 memory of 

orinnc R. Hagadorn (Mt. Pleasant, Ga.) 
,\lr. and Mrs. eymour A. Goodman, in mcmor> 

uf Samuel G. Sterns 
~!rs. Frieda Schreiber, 111 memory oi Katie l·rccd 

man 
\Ir. and J\lr. David 1-ricnd, in mem0r) of Lsd1cr 

tern 
\ l iss Ilattsc 1mm, in memor} of Rosa and olo 

mon Simm 
,\!rs. Theresa Vendig, for Refugee l'roje t 
~1iss !;ranee eckels, in memory of Arthur \\ ' ,1ch 

cnheimer 
\1rs. . Roth, for Refugee Project 
Mrs. E. Kibel, for Refugee Project 
Mrs. Weil's m >ther, for Refugee Project 
Mrs. David r riend, in memory of tanley J. Pike 
Mrs. Charles Iloffm, "' • ,a....,,wv of Loui< Lese 
The Lake Mahop:ic \ m memory of 

Fannie Epstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Seymour A. _,nan, honorini; Mr. 

:ind Mrs. Jacob Kreilshcimer's (Perth Amboy) 
55th Anniversary 

;\!rs. H. Chamberlain Bridge Club, for Refugee 
Project 

Mrs. Minnie Levin, honoring Mr. Jnd Mrs. Joseph 
Kahn's (Chicago) 44th Anniversary 

Miss Fannie Gregor, in memory of Frieda Bloch 
\1iss Bessie Springer, in memory of mother, 1ary 

Springer 
Dr. Henry l;leis hman, Refugee :ProjC'< t 

DONATIONS (Central Synagogue) 
Hora W. Weiner 
Rose ewing Circle 
Mr. Fmil Ofncr 
1-t rs. I. Edwin GoldwJsscr 
Dr. hitz Landsberg 
;\Ir. and Mn. } Jarry Li saucr 
Rabbi Jonah B. Wisc 
\ t rs. 1. Della r 
\In. l·lora Schaffer 
\Ir. 1-. A. Lamhcn, in llH'lllorr of lhbctte LJmbcrt 
\!rs. Jl.tnnah R. Mandel 
\Ir. , igmund OrhJch, 111 memory of his wifr, 

I Jnnrt' Orbach 
\lrs. Joseph B.111111 .tnn, 111 memory of Pr.irl (,. 

Bernstein 
\Ir. } Jcrbcrt \l. '>dl\nrz 
,\fr. fmil J\lenlo 
;\!rs. F.tnnic ~f.iycr J,.orn 

.ab . 
l 

• 

II; 1_ .. . 
The Temple, 
E. _o: ~h • ' .... 

Clcvcl~n Ohio. 

r• ; 1 
,.J ... 

An ..,_ 

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Ofncr, in mcmoq• of Mrs. 
Lillian Fishel 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Liss:1uer, in memos} of Gus­
tave H. hamberg 

idner Baran, for inming child 
~ir. and Mrs. I·m1l irwr, in mcnwq oi , .1tlu11 

Goldman 
.\tn. llclen \\'cimtock, in memory of bJdorc 11. 

\\ cinstock 
Ladies Auxiliary of U111ted Brothen 
William J. Solomon, for Organ I·und 
\lrs. fmil Popper, in memoir of her son, Robert 
\tr,. l·mm.1 C. bilk, thanks offermg for her re-

covery 
!'he M,s,~s l ichter,heimer, in memory of their 

parents 
\lr . S. I . Joseph, in memory of Lee l oventh.il 
~1rs. Belle } l. Lowen tcin, 111 memor} of Be.Hric~ 

uner 
\fr. Milton Ro cnberg, in memory of 1ilton ~I. 

Stiner 
Mr. Da,•id Da,idson, in memorr of Cl.,ra ]);nid ­

son 
i\1r. fdgar l·. Cohen 
Mrs. Fanny Merri,, in memory of rannic l pslc111 
fr. Isaac Stern 

Mr. Isaac Goldman, in memory (if I e11 .1 Goldman 

BOY SCOUTS 

Boy cout Troop o. 666 meets in the 
Temple every Friday evening at 7:45 
o'clock. Applications for member hip 
may be made by writing to the cout 
Ma ter, Mr. Bernard Landau, .tt 3 5 Ea t 

62nd treet. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION 

The Debating Tc.1m, consisting of Leon 
Kornbleet, Alvin Haa and Sol Derewet­
~k y will compete in the Manhattan Coun­
cil 's fina ls on Sunday, February 9th, at 
che Free Synagogue ag:iin t that team. 
The entra l Debators have won the right 
to compete in this event by besting the 
teams from Temple Emanu-El and Tem­
ple Israel. 

On und.iy, J.1nu.1ry 16th at its regu­
Llr meeting, the J unior ongregation wa\ 
,1ddressed by Rabbi elwyn D. Russlander, 
the direc tor of the ational Federation 
of Temple League , who led a heated dis­
cu sion on the immediate problems of the 
league and how to correct them . 

·er. 

~ct .. 
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CAIi.I: ADDBESS-PALFUMD 

''QUJB <J~---</OHUJ/JIUUIJ. Mal/ Be <loo. ..faie'' 

NAffONAL omcERS 

Ho11or"'7 Chllirmen 
ALBERT EINSTEIN 
HER.BERT H. LEHMAN 
JULIAN W. MAcx 
HENRY MONSKY 
NATHAN STRAUS 
HENJUETTA SZOLD 

N111io""1 Chtlirm1111 

ABBA HlLLEL SILVER. 

N111iolldl Co-CIMirme• 

STEPHEN S. WISE 

Chllirm1111, 
AJ,nitlistrlllit11 Commute, 

loUIS LIPSKY 

Chairm•, 
Ex1t11liH Co,,nnillee 

SoLOMON GoLDMAN 
ISR.AEL GoLDSTElN 
MOR.JUS ROTHENBERG 

Tre11111rer 
CHAJlLES ], ROSENBLOOM 

Asso,i4t, TretUurtrs 

ABRAHAM L. UEBOVIU 
JACOB SINCOFF 

V fre-Chllirmen 
BAR.NETT R. BJUCKNER. 
LEON GELLMAN 
JAMES G. HELLER 
F.l>WARD L. lsMEL 
loUIS E. LEVINTHAL 
EUHU D. STONE 
]OB WEINGAJlTEN 
D,wm WHTHEIM 

Ho110r11r1 Seer•lar1 
CHAlluRBM 

Ex,n,1;.,, Dir,ctor 

HINaY MONTOlt 

- 0 . CH I EIZ 

ll)~,:rmm; ~IP!mlla 
PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For ti.. Settlement ID Pal•tine of Jewa of Germany, Polcmd, Rumanla and Other Landa 

41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

Febru .r., 13 , 1941 

Dr. Abb Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Sil re~ : 

! enclosing here •i th the f irst . lle~,.-uroof s of 
your address at the tional Conference f 0r Pal est ine. 
Under separate cover I am also sending you a batch of 
ne ·'"paper clipnings from th gen .ral pres on the Wc.shing­
ton Conference. 

We a.re a.rrangin , thro ~ t e Decca Record Company , 
re York Ci ty, to have a Cleveland firm comrrrunicate with 
~ou so th~t you ma be ble to make a phonogra~h record­
ing for camoai 6"Il use similar to the one ·which we issued 
last yeE'~r for the U .J .A. You , ill r ecall t hat an 8-tt minute 
talk will cover both sides of a. t ·elve inch disc. I hope 
that it will be possible for you to make the necessary 
a.rrange□ents ithout difficult. We will, of course, take 
care of all technical deteils from this end. 

MFS :DB 
Enc. 

Sincerely . • 

il!!:tl(t eing~ 
DirP-ctor of Publ 



Fe ru r.,~ 18, 1941 

• h·. :1Ie rer F. Ste· nglas 
United P lpst ne Ap eal 
41 ~ t 4' nd St . 
Ne Yorit , N. Y. 

.. dea r tr . teinglaasa 

Elm ret rning orewith the roof of t h 
a.r1dre:. .... . ich : delivered in h :iington. Y:,u . ill 
note t"1· t I il', "C co .... ·ected ' .rt,o Lo 1-ngo" to 

n c u!l Dott:.nr,o" . T! :i t i3 u :nistn "Ear.to Dor.r· ngo" 
should rem in. I t~i1.k the 1:tl . !?lcr:.. c n J E 1 ' e 
Task in 1341" , i bit Y,u mi ~ht ind 
a .no-o 1'.!h,,!ldn in on • 

I • • 11 ar n_-?. _ :> j:,'" t h ~ .r C')~i. ;., or ;r•/ a1 re s 
here ;n t he ne r future . 

Var; ... ~.ncorely y ure , 

AHS 1BK 



~n,w ., ::lii1 

RABBI RAPHAEL SHOCHETT 

Stud1 : -
3150 ROCHAMBEAU A VE. 

Bronx, New York 
OLinvillc 5-0522 

February 18, 
1 9 4 1 

Rabbi r. Abba Hilel ilver 
Cleveland, Jhio 

My dear Jr. 3ilvor: 

lthough I believe you know the writer of this, but for more self introduction I enclose a clip~ing from the'~or-~ h ward, my report on t e UPA oonfernce. 

Dr. Silvor, You have undoubtedly put on your shoulders a very heavy burden to raise twelve million dollars in 
the current year. But it can be done. It should be done. I hope 1 t will be done. 

which I would 
Being you are 
me know where 
shall be able 

I have some sugf estions to make to th~s drive 
like to discuss with you personally tste a tete. ~ 
coming next week to New York

1
will you please let 

and what time - pref~rably in the aftornoon - we io come together. 

Awaiting your kind ruply I am 

1th iion greetings 

Haphael Shochett 



February 21, 1941 

R 1 bi Raph el t.choohett 
5150 ochamb u Ave. 
Fronx, .Y. 

.. • er Rabbi Schochetts 

l1ank you 1or your kin letter of Febru ry 18. 
I '1a.ll be ver;}· hap)y to see you in New York. 
1 e telephone me at the Co odore Hotel on 

Tuesday morning so that e may arrange at me 
for rnoetin • 

•• 1th 11 good ;ishes, I m in 

Ver cordially youro, 

AH sBK 



UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 EAST ◄2nd STREET 

NEW YOR I N. Y. 

l>ear :r. 

1 12/aa/41 

Dr. s·1ver 

, l 41 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full--r:ite 
Telegram or Cable, 
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 1201 SYMBOLS ' 
OL•Day Letter 

UN I 0 N (1 0 
NT •Ovcrnii;h,Tclcirram 

• -
LC • D.-(crrcJ Cable 

NLT •Cablc Night Lctter 

B CARLTON J. C . WILLEVER Ship Radlo~am 
OF THE BOARO FIRST VICE•PRESIOENT 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOM 

~~~~~~~===~PR~E~Sl~OE~NgT=====~C~HAIRMAN 

The filing time shown·in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

H 'J64 ?.7 DLC=BR00KL(i ~·y 27 1100A 

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER.THE TE .:1 PLE= 

:E AST 105 ST Af D A·s:L RD= 

A;._,: G L AD T ' A T S O ;.~ E P f10 G n E 0 i AS 

JN OUR RA ·VS STROt GLY URG~ BO TH 

AVOID SERIOUS CO FLICT I '! BROOKLYII 

f,- ,.-R sr-, ... t. I:. 1311 1 

' C I C"R ::ii.. I.. ' 

19'1I ~EB 27 P11I 12 i 5 

TOV/ ARD UN I TY 

CONCESSIO S TO 

T R t:GARf.JS= 

THE COMPANY WILL APPilECIATE i,,uoGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNfNO ITS SERVICB 



CABLE ADD~PALFVKD 

$12,000,000 'klfvl, CIH,l?A~ e~ 
~Nlfir!GID II) ~~1rllntG ~II)™ 

NAffONAL omCEBS 

Honorary Chdir•n 
Albert Einstein 
Herbert H. Lehman 
Julian W. Mack 
Henry Monsky 
Nathan Straus 
Henrietta Szold 

Natio""l Chairman 
Abba Hillel Silver 

National Co-Chairmen 
Stephen S. Wise 

Chair man, 
Ad111ini11,a1i111 Com•i1111 

Louis Lipsky 
Chai,m11n, 
Bxte111i111 Commilltt 

Solomon Goldman 
Israel Goldstein 
Edmund I. Kaufmann 
Morris Rothenberg 

TreasNrer 
Charles J. Rosenbloom 

Associate TreasNrers 
Abraham L. Lieboviu 
Jacob Sincoff 

Yiu-Chairmen 
Barnett R. Brickner 
Leon Gellman 
James G. Heller 
Edward L. Israel 
Louis E. Levinthal 
Charles Ress 
Elihu D. Stone 
Joe Weingarten 
David Wertheim 

l!.,ce,11tit1e Dir"tor 
Hemy Mootor 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (XEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the DefeDH and Upbullding of the Jewiah National Home in Paleatine 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 27, 1941 

I should like to suggest that we invite 
Mr. Wendell L. Wilkie to take part in a national 
radio broad.cast under the aus::,ioes of the U.P.A. 

NEW YORK CITY 

If this idea meets with your approval, I hope you 
will find it possible t o s ign t he enclosed letter. 

MFS:Dl3 
enc. 

Sincerel.7 :o~ ~ 

1 k,l)M,. [{..(:;;/a 
~:ffct!r of Publicity 



CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is a full-rare 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 1220 SYMBOLS 

DL-Day Letter 

R . B . WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

UNIO 
NE"WCOMB CAR L T O N 

CHAIRMAN OF TH E BOARD 

J . C . WILLEVER 
FIRST VI CE- PRESIDENT 

NT •OverniahtTeles,am 

LC-Deferred Cable 

NLT-C.ble Nisht Letter 

Ship Radlosram 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day l<!tters is STANDARD TIME at point of oritin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 
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THI!: COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICII 



STANDARD TIME INDICA;TED 

RECEIVED AT 

Tl:;U;.PJ-lON f YOUR TEL GRAMS 
Tol•.b~Ali.. .TS I($RAPH 

I ,rm tr. 

C66 33 DL•KZ NEWYORK NY 28 1118A 

RABB' ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
THE TEMPLE ANSEL & EAST 105 ST 

THIS IS FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABLE­

GRAM OR RADIOGRAM UNLESS OTHERWISC 

INOICI.TEO BY SYMBOL IN THE PREAMBLE 

OR IN THE AODRCSS OF THE MCSSIIGE 

SYMBOLS DESIGNATING SCRVICC SELECTED 

ARE OUTLINED IN THE COMPANV"S TARIFFS 

ON HANO AT EACH OFFICE /IND ON FILE WITH 

REGULATORY AUTHORITIE 

DELEGATION WILL CALL ON LORD HALIFAX EDNESDAY MARCH FIFTH AT 
NOON BY WAY OF GREETING AND WITH VIEW TO MAKE CERTAIN 

REPRESENTATIONS REGARDfNG BRITISH POLICY IN PALESTINE STOP 
SHOULD WARMLY APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICIPATION• 

STEPHEN SU I SE. 



UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
◄ I EAST ◄2nd STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

DR. ilBl HILLEL SILVER 
UNITED PALEST ID APPEAL 
BEW YORK CITY 

DlLliS TEXAS 
MilCB 6 1941 

AGAill :BECOMING DOBMABT. THIS I ....., ...... ~111o1ST EQUAL IMPOR'l'ilCE AS THE PERC:S:H'!AGE 

01 J'OBDS WE ARE TO ilCEIVE::_-::_~ J'AVOR OF UII!Y BUT BO! A! TOO 

G~T SA.CRIJ'ICE. AM iCJB.A.GED WITH 1.A.VOBilLI :USPOISE ALL THROUGH 

SOU1'B1BS! ABD UBLISS 

JUSTICS TO UP.A. I WOULD 

CONVIIC:ID 

YOU 'l'O LIMIT 0 

NllT MOIDAY. IIID llGARDS 

VERCOME AT LEA.ST GRliTER PilT 01" Ilf­

S GO AHEAD OH IND:&PEHDD! BA.SIS. I AM 

TRIP THROUGH SOUTHWEST DID WOHDERJ'UL JOB J'OR OUR 

USUAL GREAT L:r.lDERSHIP AND WISDOM AND WILL BACK 



DALLAS TF,X MAR 6 

DR ABBA HILLF~ SILVER, iATIOTAL C AIRMAN 
U HTED PALESTir'"E APPEAL 

• 

IN YOUR 1GOTIATIOUS I : RECOUSTITUTD'G UNITED JEWISH APPEAL PL, SE DO NOT 

V}JRLOOK VI:i;G CLEAR U TDERf1TA_ffiI 1 G THAT WHE~ilJVER REGIO.TAL 1-.EffiTI GS ARE 

HELD TO oumLLiE FU D RAIS I : G CA'. 'PAIG S EXECUTIVES OF NITED PALR..'TLiE MUST 

BE RE ~~RES:BJNTED ~O AVOID HEOCCl RRE_ CE OF PALESrrn E I NTE t.STS GAIN BECOM I G 

DORMAJT . THIS IS OF ALM ST EQ,UAL I MPOH.TAHCE AS THE I ERCE TAGE 0]1 FlHJDS \ E 

ARE TO RECEIVE . Ai1 ALWAYS IN FAVOR OF NITY B T I T AT TOO GR}'AT SACRIFICE . 

AM VERY 1UCH :EJfCOURAGED \/ITH FAVORABLE RESPOJ SE ALL THROUGH SOUTHWEST A JD 

.TLESS WE ARE ABLE TO OV ~RCO' E AT LEAST GR~~ATER PART OF LTJUSTICE TO UPA I 

FOULD RATHER SEE US GO AHEAD ON L.DEPl~rDJtJ:TT BASIS . I AM CO !VI JC ED TEE 

ORIGL.JAL SPLIT WAS A GO SE[) TO REVIVAL PAL .... TliJE I.1T "STS. DR . GOlu•,A 

IJ HIS R.:.,CE · ;T TRIP THRGUGH SOUTHWEST DID WOJIDERFUL J OB FOR OUR CA !SE. AM 

BETriL G 01 YOUR USUAL l'}R:F'..AT Li ADERSHIP Al D WIS OM AND WILL ECK OU TO LilHT 

ON WHATEVER DECISI ON YO .:A.KE. HO:PE TO EE YOU I N OUSTO I XT . _DAY . 

KI 1) R~GARDS 

HERMAN P TAUB iAN 



Telephone: MUrray IDl1 1-3320 CABLE ADDRESS-PALFUF D 

$12,000,000 'kJQ/1, C,ne,,,~ e~ 
WJ~ll~rnID I}) ~llJB~~!l~r; ~ll)ll)r;~IL 

NATIONAL omcERs 

Honorary Chairmen 
Albert Einstein 
Herbert H. Lehman 
Julian W. Mack 
Henry Monsky 
Nathan Straus 
Henrietta Szold 

National Chairman 
Abba Hillel Silver 

National Co-Chairmen 
Stephen S. Wise 

Chairman, 
AdminiJtrative Committet 

Louis Lipsky 
Chairman, 
I!.xtc11ti11t Commitlu 

Solomon Goldman 
Israel Goldstein 
Edmund I. Kaufmann 
Morris Rothenberg 

Treasurer 
Charles J. Rosenbloom 

Assodate Treasurers 
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PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND ( KEREN HAYESOD ) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

March 6, 1941 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland• Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am encl0sing a draft of the letter which is to 
be sent Jointly by you and Rabbi Wise to Jewish communities 
throughout the cou try announcing the reconstitution of 
the United Jewish Appeal for 1941. 

Both Rabbi Wise and Mr. Coons have already approved 
this draft and I am rushi ng a copy to you Airmail, Special 
Delivery. in order to be able to have your suggestions and 
revisions at the earliest op. ortunity tomorrow. It would 
be most helpful if you would telephone me tomorrow morning 
after you have had a chance to read and approve the 
enclosed draft. Every effort is being made to have this 
letter go out to the country tomorrow night. 

MFS:Dl3 
enc. 

Airmail 
Special Del. 



JOSEPH SHEMANSKI 

PORTLAND , OREGON 

Dr . Ab)U Tiil el s:1v r 
c/o e 'omple 
E . 105 at nsel oat 
Clovel<,;..r , 01 • o 

i"y d ar Rabbi Silver : 

e t 1u• .... inrr f r a. tr·· _J , I learned '"'ram Dr• . l3er :owitz 
t 1a t O l w • 11 a1 l _·_ ve in 1)01 .. t ai d 01 '11 UI1 sd r,7• , a. ch 
20th, for an _-_ .. orta.nt 

~y ·1ifc nd I 'L.11 be vor - h' 
h use for dinner Th 1.I'sd 

1 ave at our 
• Shau d •,r . ..... il er 

or any nc else c 01. n~ yo 1 

~e ·,·. 1 )0 ha )_J to ve th 
o_ th t trip , 1 tur ly 
, too , nt o 1 .. ·101.sc t1is 

even·ng . 

I v 111 a recJ.ai;o ea ning f1 .. o . yo n t an e rly date 
~aothe~ yet will accept tis · nv~t tioh . 

I o hope th, l; ti e mi s s • on tho. t o u a e o 1 t for , is 
co ... : .1 to your sat s1'action. 

\l" th indo t )e1•son .I. re rds fror I rs . Sh 
anci y elf' , 

C or1 d • 1 :-: yo ~ s , 

ns .. • 

rJf~~-
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TELEPHONE YOU~ 'TEI! 
TO POSTAL TELEGRAPH 

I nrm lH 

c35 4n DL=TD TERREHAUTE I ND 7 1107A 

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 
:THE TE MPLE EAST 105 ST /\11D AMSEL RD= 

THIS IS A FULL RATE TELEGRAM, CABLE• 

GRAM OR RADIOGRAM UNLESS OTHERWISE 

INDICATED BY SYMBOL IN THC PREAM0LE 

OR IN THE ADDRESS Of" THE MESSAGE. 

SYMBOLS DESIGNATING SERVICE SELECTED 

- ARE OUTLINED IN THC COMPANY'S TARIF"f"S 

O~D 1 EACHFff.CE AND ON FILE WITH 

REGULATORY AU~~ITIES. 

JUST RECEIVEcYOUR LETTER CONCER~ l ~G EW U llTED JE11SH APPEAL~ 

HEARTFELT cor~GRA TULA TI on$ TO YOU FOR I MCOr:lPA RABL Y BR f LL I A 1J T 
ACHIEVE ~ EMT ) N PLACING PALEST f IE !EEDS I ~l A PREE 1.~ I f'!E lT POS) T) ori. 

AF F EC T I O fl ATE GOOD W I SHE S FRO f!1 HOU SE TO HOU SE .- SORRY YOU \ ✓ ER E 
MOT I ,I ~!E ''JYO l1!< FEB 26-27= 

RABB I J ~.1 A R SH ALL TA X A Y • 



Tel-s,hoae1 MUrray HW 1433D CAIU: ADDRESS-PALFUIID 

NATIONAL omcERS 

Honorary Chairmen 

Albert Einstein 
Herbert H. Lehman 
Julian W. Mack 
Henry Monsky 
Nathan Straus 
Henrietta Szold 

National Chtdrman 

Abba Hillel Silver 

National Co-Chtdrmen 

Stephen S. Wise 
Chairman, 
Admini1trati11e Committee 

Louis Lipsky 
Chairman, 
Extcuti11e Committee 

Solomon Goldman 
Israel Goldstein 
Edmund I. Kaufmann 
Morris Rothenberg 

Tr~asNrn 
Charles J. Rosenbloom 

Associate Treasurers 
Abraham L. Liebovitz 
Jacob Sincoff 

V ice-Chtdrmm 
Barnett R. Brickner 
Leon Gellman 
James G. Heller 
Edward L. Israel 
Louis E. Levinthal 
Charles Ress 
Elihu D. Stone 
Joe Weingarten 
David Wertheim 

ExecutifJe VirecJor 
Henry Montor 

$1:1.,000,000 'kl<vl, c~ e~ 

PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN 1:AYEMETH) 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in PalHtlne 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cl evel and , Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

March 7 , 1941 

At Mr . Mont or 1 s r equest I am s ending you 
herewith t he final draft of the joint letter 
which is being mai led out under your signature 

NEW YORK CITY 

and t hat of Rabbi Wise, announcing t he reconstitu­
tion of the United J e,-rish Appeal. 

Sine rely your s , 

~ist~ 
Director of Publicity 

MFS:D:S 
enc. 

Airmail 
Special Deliver7 
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bll1 t of a Wllfl 

t,e ~•h• t 
r n~ . a1, • llaame1a of t , I• 

of woh nee , a ........ "'•rlc of 1tt • 
re 1r \ aniM.l&A t •a.a111aw uat 

\ of II \ IIO aa.,,'lAl\ 1 0 I 

• l orc1er ,o 41r , on l\n1r-ea • ch 
• roel,F fr 1 •-- • ala 
nacl 1 Jew1 of Ille rl4 ae 11 1 \o tu 

1 ao1>et1 lewla ot lri 11 e t Mi~ ... ,_ IO 
• • eaaaaa tor t neela of '11• Joint 11r1ua.,1oa 

l \ 1 d th lio • ;,,em.oe. 
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1\M Jevl1 • for 1941 vill be re-
.. -•.,..1•, • Tor Ci t,7. .ill a 11 ti • k co .......... -1 \lea 

,101 tloa vill or \e fro \hi• oftlce 
,o i. aceaoi•• • r••••'-4 ri\hl th Jnit 

~-___,,_4 ,o 342 laoa n... ln • Tok Cil7. 

roeed.ur• ...__ . ..,, 1 • 4 1 • , l\mdt • • 
b7 , will be 41n...., on \h ala of a •~ of th• nffd.1 
of , 1 ob ~7 aa al.lo, ,, ... 
he • ,_.,... d11,r1lnl11on ami:,:n, tu 

Jpi a •• lt 4 llonal hpe 
• or4er \o -~::. le t ---·- ~HllliJ k con th.ell' cit n \1•• 

x\ te • llo \o be a. of the inl\lal 
800,000 ralee4 la7 ll la lMla 

t 1 I 11,l'l ,to .m.ooo 

!o ,he ,tonal • errioe 2.000.000 

! balaa .. of th.a fu4 11-4 ta lkl vlll be lo '" \7 allo 
oo II•• '° be nail •• ~..a,e ae 1n 1940. ln \ ,.a 
Jewt -1. of lMl vtl c ot 41eb'lbul la 
acoor~ ... vllll nl.etl an•RA l ,. llN O rhal,l•• 
tor, ,, eftectlfl r...ual. eon ,ructlw effort. 

-•-•' ot wr • _,,,-.:c.,ate4 JMeh 111'• ia al al 1:7 HOilo.a 
• ... NII lo ot tlo wlla ln -..iu.,~aalft aa11m r .... ,et 

t lnlole 11911g9 tu J vi -ual'7 
1 re n•••i• tu la1I • for ,i. H .t 

lhe ufeRH 
wrlt oo 

our ow 
hel-

la .au:rot>Na • ea f Uao .. 11aa t J-
tleh at .... l ... Jewl• bo lui 

..,., we m• ft-•• , '7 t• 
Ntlon• of o ,..,...,. __ • et 
et hcl I , Ive 

·•-... ·- lae•• • , l.olalN tro . ... owr-• 
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Charge lo the account of-------------------------~~--$ _______ _ 
I CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \.. 

WESTERN DOMUTIC CAIIL£ 1217-B 
CHECK 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LffiER RATE 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 
SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
Lffi£R lffiER 

SPCCIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

Pa,,_ ~ cll«k •- of ..- TIME FILED 
_,......,_tlie_WIIIM 

...-,i.1 .............. R .'B.WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C . WILLEVER 
rillUY .......... PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Send tlte follOUJing mu.age, wbiect lo the lemu on baclt. hereof, wl11ch are hereby agreed to 

RABBI ABB HILLEL SIL ER 
·--- --------· ---~-· ---••-"" ---···---------------..- ROH 7, 1941 

I'!\ 
t ' .. ~' . " 

RABBIS ABBA HILLEL SILVER AND 
JONAH B. WISE, NATIONAL CHAIRMEN 

CAR: UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 
342 Madison Avenue 
Nei7 York City 

AFTER THE RAIN COMES SUNSHINE. THE RECOrmTITUTION OF UNITED JEWISH APPEAL IS 

MOST PLEASING NEVIS. IT SHOULD AID IN PROMOTING HARMONY AND DEMONSTRATE THE 

ABILITY OF OUR PEOPLE TO COMPOSE DIFFERENCES. MY SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS AND 

APPRECIATION TO ALL fffiO TOOK PART IN THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THIS OUTSTANDING 

ACHIEVEMENT. 

MORRIS SIMON 



From: Meyer F. Steinglass 
United. Jewish Appeal 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York City 

FOR RELE.aSE- ON RECEIPT 

HUNDIDms OF MESSAGES HAIL Rb.;CONSTITUTION OF UNITED JEWISH APPEAL 

Rabbi Silver and Troper Jointly Tour West Coast Communities To Stimulate All-Out 
Support of Unified Drive For Joint Distribution Committee, United Palestine 

Appeal and National Refugee Service 

Hundreds of congratulatory telegrams and letters welcoJn~he recons ti­

tution of the United Jewish Appeal as the unified fund-raising instr,l11mnt 

of the Joint LJistribution Committee, United Palestine Appeal and National 

Refugee S0rvicc were received this week by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver and 

Rabbi Jonah B. Wise, National Chairmen, from communal leaders throughout the 

country. 

The steady stream of messages pouring into tho national headquarters 

of the United Jewish Appeal at 342 Madison Avcnuo in New York City unanimously 

hail the statesmanship of the leaders in resolving their diffcr0nccs and 

making possible tho re-establishment of unity as the basis for unparalleled 

action on the part of American Jewry to rescue tho Jewish p0ople through 

relief and rehabilitation overseas, upbuilding and defense of the Jewish 

homeland in Palestine, and refugee assistance in the United States. 

In expressing their satisfaction at the re-establishment for 1941 of 

the United Jewish Appeal for Refugees, Overseas Needs and Palestine, local 

leaders have indicated that the~r consider the $25,000,000 War Emergency Drive 

in behalf of the Joint Distribution Committee , the United Palestine Appeal 

and tho National Refugee Service the 11 all-out11 defense program of American 

Jewry for tho survival of large sections of Jews throughout the world. 

Rabbi Silver and Rabbi Wise pointed out that unity in fund-raising cannot 

be considered an end in itself. In acknowledging the messages from comrnuhal 

leaders the National Chairmen emphasized that the communities which urged 

the re-establishment of the United Jewish Appeal have a moral obligation to 

establish a new stand~rd of support for the United Jewish Appcnl so that each 

of the constituent agencies might be enabled to meet its greatly i~creascd 

needs in 1941. Unity in the 1941 campaign must increase and not reduco the 

r esources made available to the Joint Distribution Committee, the Unitod 

Palestine Appoal o.nd tho National Refugee Service, 
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RABBI SILV~R aND TROPER Ir JOINT TOUR 

Within a fow dn.ys after tho agreement for tho ro-ostablishment of 

tho United Jewish Appcnl was signed, Rabbi Silver and Morris C, Tropcr, 

Chn.irm:1.n of tho Europ\3rm Executive Council of tho Joint Distribution Cammi ttce, 

undertook a joint tour of loading Jewish communities on thG Wost Cons t to 

stimulate tho widest pos s ible response to the 1941 combined cnmp~ign. 

Beginning n.t Sn.n Jose, California, on Saturday evening, March 15th, 

R.!3.bbi Silver and Mr. Troper together presented the needs of the Jcv,s in 

Europo a nd Palestine before Jewish leaders gathered nt the West Cons t Regional 

conf cr cnce of the Council of Federations in tha t community ,'1.nd subsoquantly 

at Senttle, Portland, Orogon; Oakland, SanFrancisco, and Los Angeles. 

Prior to joining Mr. Troper for their combined tour, Rnbbi Silver 

visit0d tho City of Houston, Texas to place before loc~l Jewish leadP.rs the 

extr~ordinary needs of the constituent agencies of the United Jewish Apponl 

in tho present war emergency. Dr, Silver addressed a Big Gifts dinner on 

Monday, March 10th and on the following evening spoke before a largo 

audience of Houston Jewry. On both occasions he stimulated a rocord response 

in contributions considerably in excess of tho results obtnincd from those 

groups in 1940. 

Mr. Troper addressed campaign meetings in St. Paul, Minneapolis. 

Omah~ and Sn.lt Lake City before meeting R.~bbi Silver at San Jose for 

thC: ir combined visits to the West Coast communities. In his tour westward 

Mr. Troper stressed the fact that the tragic plight of millions of Jews 

in Europe represented a challenge without precedent in modern history, 



JOSEPH SHEMANSKI 

PORTLANC , ORl!:GON 

Dr . Ab ~le 'ilve 
c / o T o ' e itp le 
E. 105th at sel Rod 

lov land, Ohio 

• l doar Dr • 

Te or•tl· d Jowis1 C01 n.i.ty 
J . D. -' , U •• A. , and lI tio 

...,u • n comb· :10d nd th~ t t 
sn.1:10 an •• t s 1 ee.1 t e 
ausp • ces 01' tl e U ,l.• tod 

1orc than '1 pp ave 

I.ia C 

' 
941 

deli~ Jed th t the 
ee Servi e r•e 

~ i 1il be the 
Ul'S , mde the 

I pe1.,sonally 

On ~larch 6th, I addr ssc d a lett to you , i1 vi!;lng 
you and t oso t11

• ve:.:n ,ith a1d connect d with 
your wo , to be 0 1 11.. est i'o1., din er on T" sday, 
1 O.l"' 1 20th. Under t 1e no I arr an ->ori 01-..~~ , vo <le ut d 
th t u and L.1 . r.:or-.2is c. ro e1... d l spea bef'o1 e 
the 1Jo11tl· l1d Je ·,ish om 1uni ty o 1 I:ru:1ch 18t 1. . 1-
th 1. ,- 1e l • e no eta· s ~ .. ot to the ex ct do.to 
yo . .,.:.11 be in o c • ty , I ·1ill a _)rec_a to yo let-
t in :J me 1 no ·: on w ia t e 1 • ng 1, 1-- s • Sl e ans c • a 1d I cnn 
have the pleas tre o v B ro :t an 1l."' . Troopc s o 1-r 
d.t1 ei-- nests . 

,,. • nd s per•so 1 re rds , 

Co1"c1 
·,... ly yo , 

S : ~ L 
I ~ I 

~fSi,~~ 



~ r. Jo~ e • h hecmnski 
ortl nd, Oregon 

y d ... r Frierxia 

i rch 8, -· 41 

It s indeed thou htful of you to .· rite 
to ma. y C!chedule for the acific Co· r t h s hbd to 
be completely revised s a result of th reconstitution 
or the United J • eh A.)pe 1 so th t I , ve not, as yet, 
received final ord . to y i t~.nerary. I do not know 
ex ctly hRt u 1:ty I ill get to .eortland, or ho rnuch 
time I will h ve there. Bee u e of the uncertilinty 
I think 1 t :;oulr.... erhnp:, be better to let our r presentati ve 
on the Coart arrnnge for hotel a ~o d"l ttonR for me for my 
briP.f rt,a.y in i>ortl nd. But I do ope t I sh 11 ve 
the _ ler;sure of .>ending ome time ,i th ~ou nd rs. 
Shemanskj. 

' i th 11 good ~ishes , I remain 

Very cordially yourR, 

AHS1BK 



WILLIAM J. SHRODER 
312 WEST NINTH STREET 

C INCINNATI, O HI O 

March 1.1 , 1941 

abbi . H. Si..1. ver, i1 • 

,.,.,he lem ple, 
, 

st 1o r::th Ans Rd., r.J 

Gle ve.i.&nd, Ohio 

ear Rabbi Silber: 

I am , ri ting to urge your· h0 p in securing n 1.lotment of 
4,000 frcm the Cleveland Welfc:re Fund as its sh-re in meetin0 the 

Regional and ~ational expense of the Council f Jewish i. aerations 
and \l'elfare Fu ds. 

I kno'I;\ th&t you appreciate whrt th, organizat:on i.s doing. 
It is also important that the local communiti s should B"'f~ume thPir 
part of the bu et which has heretofore b en carried hy i.rrdividuals 
and Fo 1ndatiD s. .Bo ndation s•1pport is 'vo d y for the exprimental 
neriod, and our organiz tion has certain y gorn~ pa t hHt ooint. In­
dividual s.1poort throw us open to su picion of being i.ni'J.uenced in 
our judgments bJ- the generosity of donors. 

0 o that our work may be con ti nu a and enlarged ab::,o.1u e ly 
ind eDenden tly, our commani ties must ass. me their ful l re~ponsi bi J.i t. . 

I do not th ink t hat the Counci should be reg rded in the 
same way as other nationa.L a g~cie~ seeking communit;y sun ort. The 
Council is the ma chir_ery of the communi ie them 'el v ' S for morF eff Jc 
t·vel· doing the r on ·ork a for c.eve ..... oping organizR:on in other 
comm uni ti es so that they in turn carry th • r sru.• re of ,he burd n . 
.Brom thif standpoint, the al1.otmm is o DE) for n s rice v,•hich in 
t abs nee )f t _ l'fationa.L and ncgi onu orglnizati n •:o· 1.d havP. to 

e one b t, h mmuoi ty for i .;,E. f at a far greater e ;..pFm e to each 
of than . On thi ., :·i, ~ I hope that I me count on your spo ing 
our c use in C eve and anu se in- to it th· t h •'4, 000 . i. • al l ott _a. 

~ i th kind t rego.rdf, 
Yours ve 

~,m. . 'hrocer. 
J :AP 



llhXlt.'\' A . ROC'l l';ll 
Br;x.r. ll . SCJ1'\'~TZ 

1ioc)1<-1~R Axn sc11,,r.L'-llTZ 
,.. (ttorneys·al-1;_,u, 

SUITE .tZ-"Zl8 GUAHl>L'\..."- lll'lLDl:-.G 

WASll l~GTON Ol'FI('J-; 

HOCKJ•)H,SCH'\\~AHTZ ANO Gl::JGEU 

• ll1 •,. Llr» 1N"''CSTMBNT Bl ' lJ ... UINU 

SA1-:H ... "EL GOLDSTEIN 
NA.HV-IN L. KRTC'II1'L\...V 
~JA.Nt.TBL 1'C . HOCK1::U larch 12th,1941. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/ o The Tanple, 
E.l05th & Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland, O. 

Dear Rabbi: 

I know that the inforrration contained in the joint letter 
from you arrl Rabbi Jonah Wise to American Jewry was a wel.come bit 
of news, and I trust that this coming fund raising campaign vdll 
justify your action. 

I am sure that the leads in American Jewry must recognize 
the apparent collation between a group who were formerly knom as 
liberals. I have in mind particularly Senator Burton 1'fueeler, John L. 
Lewis and Hugi Johnson. There is undoubtedly an understanding between 
these gentlemen to bring into being a new political party whose basic 
p~incipal and appeal to the American public is forecast by n1eeler•s 
recent utterances in his arguments against the Land Lease Bill. If 
he was quoted correctly, he places the blame of the ills of the world 
and the influence behind the Land Lease Bill upon the "Rothchilds and 
Warbucks and the. other international bankers." I am sure that you 
alert gentlemen have undoubtedly caught the signi£icance of these 
statements, and are finding means to meet that although not new, 
still dangerous issue. 

Sincerely yours, 

BHS➔~FGB 



arch 14, 194 

r, William J. Shroder 
~l~ .est Ninth Street 
Cincir.n-ti, Ohio 

•Y de r r. Shro• era 

Permit me to aclcno ledge your letter of 
rch 11 to Rabbi Silver. Rabbi Silver is t 

pre~ent on a tour or the Pacific Coat in beh lt 
of the United Je,ish A~~eal nnd will be gone until 
the 25th of 'r..roh. I shall be lea ed to refer 
your letter to his attention en her turns to Cleveland. 

1th best i hee, I remain 

Very sin erely rour, 

BJK 
Secretary to Rabbi Silver. 
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r . bua ·illel Silver 
c/o he re. 1 
C luvel nci, hio 

ar r . ~ilver: 

C ' 7, 19 1 

ou. asked e to let you • o I pro1.19t ly of t 1e res lts of the 

e ti.~ o 
u get i11& . 

t e e,iis. Co.1wunity Counc:l to consider .~at ·on 1 

1llis . e t ·ng too.-:: )lace las t ·eo ltcd int e defeat 
of t .. 1e _ ro osal by t , nt vot 

ler ent on the ouncil w s 

1he c.n"li i-l ionist 
t unfair tactic • 

J ~ul,:_'.~ ?ollier, for ·,1..,11 , vote :n f of .at·on 1 
·etin rl t.,y 

,.. 
..... t 

c, o ts uc.l . 
,:or over, l r rote to o. numb r of t · one I om e ' e 1 

·;ou ld not be . esent . d • o ,ere in f vor of . ational Bud eti 

to c t their votes by ail . 1his is not Jrovided for in the 
by- 1.f -1s nor in t1.e Constitution nd ,as t r erefore succezofully 

objected to by our side . 

'
1he results of s ni0 ht 's ·1eet in0 demonst r ..... t es ti at ,; e 

no ble to control t · e situ.ation here Jrovided e re 
nd rev ide t e key JOS it io s will not be l nded ov&r to 

o_)oncnts . I hope tl...a.t no L...1..r ngemert rVill be agre d to 
e Yorlc •1nic ould ve s 1 ·ch a. result . !n t h is I S!)e 

verJ mber of our group ere . 

re 
ited 
our 
in 
for 

Once .. ore let e te 11 ou ho ·1 very valuable o r resence on 
tne Cot.,..St ht;. been o.. d hmi uch I, personally , have profited 
by tne ins,..Jira.tion 7".:..c. r ceived from you. 

,, ·t 1 Kinde~t r rd , I c;.o 1 

nc el OU' , 



• re 1 ',..7, ... 9 1 

r. Ed in J. i.;chanf rber 
150 Ea. ~t Brod Street 
Columbus, Ohio 

y de r F.da 

Ir. Harry Seeve, re~r ~anting the United 
Palertine AP. eal, .ould lik to h v the >le· ··ure 
of consulting you bout a confer nee hi.ch the 
United Pale tine _1p 1 ie lanninr or Ohio. 
He will be in Columbus next Tues ay nd I ould 
gr ,atly a preci te it if you ould give him a 
little of your time und dvic. 

It '8 very good to e you last evening. 
I thou ·ht th t the• eting ae an altogether fine 
one and a lovely tribute to our mutual friend. 

·1th all good i he , I remtJ.n 

o~t cordi lly your, 

AHSaNK 
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Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
he Temple 

Clevel.,nd, Ohio 

De~r Dr . Silver : 

April 21, 1941 

'lould it be possiole for you to arrange to e 
a ne1 recording i'or the United Jewish Appeal during your 
visit to ew York next Thursday? 

:b,or tne past several months we M.ve been using 
the transcription which was prep red l st year . While this 
phonogrc.phic talk has well served the pur-aoses of the 
campeign, we feel that a more recent presentation of the 
needs of Palestine is desirable . 

I ~hall be gla.d to arr~nge to make a studio avail­
able at any t i me that is convenient for you on Thursday. 
You will recall that a talk for phonogranh trenscrir>tion 
should be limited to about 700 , . .,ords . 

Sincerely yours , 

~- f einglas 
Director of Publicity 
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ALBERT SCHIFF 
35 NORTH FOURTH STREET 

COLUMBUS, □ H 1 □ 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

De~r Rabb! Silver: 

Attached herewith is a statement on the 
situation in Palestine, prepared as of May 6th 
by the Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs. 

I e.m sure that you will find the background information and interpretation of value . 

AS:S 
Encl. 

Cordially yours, 

f'/1, ~ f' I 4, 
~ J i...e, ~ r 

Albert Schiff, Chairman 

Ohio State Council 
United Palestine Appeal 
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Emergency Commi ttee For Zionist Affairs 
41 East 42 Street 
New York City. 

May 6, 1941 

THE SITUATION IN PALESTINE AND THE MIDDLE EAST 

The threat to the security of Palestine which has been developing during 

the past days naturally causes serious concern to Zionists and to all friends of 

Palestine in this country. It has become obvious, first, that maximum efforts must 

be made tor the defense of the country, and secondly, that the Jewish community in 

Palestine ~ay be exposed to special danger in certain eventualities, and that they 

should therefore be given every possibility to defend themselves, the country, and 

their honor. 

2. For many months past the leaders of the Zionist movement and of the 

Jewish Community in Palestine have sought to secure from the British authorities the 

right to organize a Jewish military force to participate in the Near East in the war 

against Nazism. These efforts have received the f'ul! support here of the Emergency 

Committee for Zionist Affairs and of the Zionist leader ship generally. 

3. The temporary withdrawal at any given moment of a large part of the 

British forces in Palestine for service elsewhere might be the occasion for subver­

sive elements there, acting in concert with the Nazis to create disorder, riots or 

possibly worse. It is therefore of the utmost importance to the stability of the 

country tbat, apart from the question of the organization of a specific Jewish 

military force, the loyal population, of which the Jews constitute the core, be 

given the means of maintaining order and defending themselves. Within the last few 

days a cablegram has been dispatched to Prime Minister Winston Churchill urging the 

arming, in this critical moment, of the Jewish population or Palestine. To date, 

however, there is no information at hand as to whether such arming has in fact been 

undertaken. 

4. It is important at this juncture of events to see the Palestine situ­

ation in proper perspective and to understand the forces at work. Without such a 

perception the whole picture becomes distorted. 

It may be noted in the first place that the events now transpiring, what­

ever their ultimate consequences, have proved to the hilt one aspect or the Zionist 
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case. Not only Zionists but many far sighted Englishmen have maintained ever since 

the first world ~ar that a strong Jewish Palestine was vitally important for 

strengthening and stabilizing the position in the Middle East and affording maximum 

protection to the Suez Canal. As long as the whole region continued weak, semi­

desert, underpopulated and undeveloped, it could offer little resistance to enemy 

forces and would, on the contrary, attract them as easy prey to predatory design. 

The influx and settlement of millions of Jews in Palestine would, it was contended, 

introduce a vir·ile element passionately attached to the land and the cause of 

freedom and democracy. The introduction by them of science, technical equipment and 

industrial development would vastly strengthen not only Palestine but the whole 

Middle East. That the development of the Jewish National Home in Palestine was not 

fostered by the Mandatory Power with greater vigor and determination is one of the 

major traeedies of our time, not merely from the point of view of the Jewish people 

but of the democratic world order as well. 

5. The oppression of the Jews in Europe over increasingly wide areas 

offered an exceptional opportunity to carry out this promising program - an op­

portunity which was utilized to a limited extent. Unfortunately, the policy of ap­

peasement in vogue before the war also led to an attempt drastically to curtail this 

process. Instead of accelerating the development of Palestine and thereby strength­

ening its powers of resistence, it was sought to secure Arab loyalty by sacrificing 

the natural expansion of the Jewish National Home. Zionism as an issue was first 

exaggerated beyond its natural importance by the pre-Churchill government, and then 

the liquidation of the Jewish National Home was dangled before the Arabs not only 

of Palestine but of neighboring countries as a bait to attract their support. In 
this way the most important pro-British factor in the Middle Fast was let down while 

dubious elements who bad been in continuous flirtation with the Axis powers were re­

warded and "appeased•. 

6. Despite the bitter disappointment caused in Jewish circles by this 

policy as promulgated in the MacDonald White Paper of 1939, the war found the Jews 

nevertheless resolved to stand by Great Britain unconditionally and to do their ut­

most to strengthen the position in the Middle East. The Jews of Palestine as well 



as Europe are not only violently anti-Nazi; affirmatively, they are fanatically de­

voted to the democratic cause. This is more particularly the case in Palestine, 

where the core or the Jewish community and its dominating influence is the Federation 

of Labor, strongly progressive and democratic in spirit. 

A brief rehearsal of Jewish efforts to play their part in the struggle is 

in place, 

7. Before the outbreak of the war a proposal was put forward on the part 

or Jews to bring to Palestine from Eastern Europe a selected group or 100,000 young 

men or military age, on condition that they enter military training immediately on 

arrival, in order to have available a sizable army of the best human material and 

of high morale for the defense of the Middle Fast. In view of the policy of the 

MacDonald White Paper, this proposal had no prospect of being accepted by the 

British authorities. 

a. Immediately upon the outbreak of the war, the responsible Jewish 

authorities in Palestine called on the Jewish community to register voluntarily for 

national service. One hundred thirty-six thousand men and women promptly responded 

to the call. The Palestine government expressed appreoiation of this action, but 

availed itself of this offer only to a very limited extent. 

9. As the war advanced and the problem ot shipping arose, Jewish leaders 

put forward a proposal that a supply base for military purposes be created in 

Palestine and that all or the resources available in the country, including experi­

enced management, manufacturing plants and equipment, technicians of all kinds, be 

mobilized for these purposes, that new factories be built if necessary, and that 

substantial stocks of raw materials and finished goods be accumulated and stored in 

the country. This proposal met with but a limited response. 

10. For many months past the Jewish Community of Palestine and the lead­

ers or the Zionist movement 1n England have pressed for the creation ot a Jewish 

military force to aid in the prosecution of war against Hitler and for the defense 

ot Palestine. This request has been given consideration but the program has not 

been implemented to the present day. Political reasons inherited from the era of 

appeasement have played their part in the failure to create this force. Only a 
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limited number of Palestinian Jews, whose number had nevertheless grown to about 

10,000, have been accepted and incorporated into the British service. They have 

participated in the military operations in Libya, Fast Africa, Greece and elsewhere, 

and have given an admirable account or themselves. The gallantry and fighting value 

or the Palestine troops have been cited by Gen. Wavell in Egypt and Gen. Ball in 

Eritrea. 

It will be recalled that Mr. Churchill has stated that only two allied 

divisions were available at any one time for active service in the operations which 

brought about the Italian defeat in Egypt and Libya. One may be permitted to specu­

late whether subsequent reverses might not have been avoided had that army been 

reinforced by the addition of a further two or three divisions of Palestinian Jews. 

11. While the Jews were doing their utmost - under existing limitations -

to make a maximum contribution to the war effort, the situation in the various 

countries of the Middle East has been steadily deteriorating, Egypt failed to de­

clare war even after its territory was invaded. Syria came under the administration 

of the Vichy government. In Iraq the growth of pro-Nazi sentiment kept pace with 

successive German victories. Saudi Arabia has maintained an attitude of neutrality 

and reserve. Significantly Palestine is the only country in the Middle East which 

has been on the whole actively pro-British. It has been the only country in the 

Middle East which has gone so far as to supply volunteers to the British forces, 

It is the place in which King Peter of Yugoslavia and his Prime Minister and the 

Regent of Iraq have taken sanctuary and to which English women and children are now 

being evacuated from Baghdad. If Palestine occupies this unique position and re­

presents a spot which the allies can regard as terra-firma, it is due largely to tha 

presence of a strong, organized Jewish community of 550,000 of unquestioned reli­

ability, whose loyalty is not merely formal and passive, but intense and dynamic. 

It represents a force which, if utilized to the full, can still play a vital part in 

that exceedingly important corner of the world. 

12. From the point of view of wider strategy, the significance which at­

taches to the proximity of Palestine to the Suez Canal is obvious. Not merely is 

the Canal one of the wcrld•s great trade arteries, but its control is of vital 
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interest to Great Britain in the policing ot the seven seas. But it can also, on the 

other hand, become a channel through which aggressor powers may send their warships, 

surface raiders and submarines to make their way to the South Seas, the Far East and 

the Western Hemisphere. Current developments emphasize what has been understood in 

the past by only a few far-visioned men. Now it can clearly be seen that it is in 

the interests of a stable e.nd peace!ul. world order that this water-way linking East 

and West be flanked by nations that are strong, progressive and devoted to the 

principles which underlie our democratic civilization. 

13. The assumption that antagonism to the Jews or Zionism is an important 

factor 1n the disaffection or parts of the Arab world is fallacious. Neither the 

people or Egypt nor or Iraq nor of other Arab speaking countries have any deep or 

sustained interest in the Palestine situation. They are on the whole engrossed in 

their own problems. Their attitude towards Britain and other western democracies is 

determined by their local interests, by the degree of effectiveness of Nazi agents, 

and by their own general outlook. The democratic tradition in these countries is 

young and weak, the people rather primitive, and tlie popular attitude one of admira­

tion for force. Among some Arab groups the seed of Axis propaganda has therefore 

fallen on fruitful soil. Their attitude toward the Western democracies is bound to 

fluctuate with the fortunes of war. Democratic victories will insure their loyalty, 

while Genr.an successes will tend to produce the opposite effect. 

14. That opposition to Jewish immigration into Palestine could not entail 

serious consequences 1n the Arab countries is borne out by the fact that events of 

far graver importance trom the Arab point or view failed to produce serious reper­

cussions. By way of illustration, a few years ago, an important province of Syria, 

the Sanjak of Alexandretta, including the important seaport of that name, was annexed 

to Turkey with the consent of the French Government. So momentous a step which was 

susceptible of interpretation as the beginning of the partition ot Syria passed oft 

with some local demonstrations 1n Syria but without protest on the part of neighbor­

ing Arab countries. Iraq, which appears so turbulent today, even refrained from 

sending a diplomatic note to Cairo or Paris. To assume therefore that the anti­

British revolution 1n Iraq is motivated by resentment over the influx or Jewish 
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refugees in Palestine ie fantastic. Such an interpretation can only be character­

ized as anti-Zionist propaganda. 

It is a fact, however, that the former Mufti of Jerusalem, who was re­

sponsible for repeated riots and massacres in Palestine and who for years has been 

a tool of the Axis powers, encouraged and financed by them, has been living in 

Baghdad for some time, where he has continued to plot and intrigue against the 

British. The English press now recognizes him for what he has always been - an Arab 

Hitler in league with the enemy of democracy, imitating and emulating his master. 

15. It is, of course, too late as far as the present war is concerned to 

change the situation radically in the Middle East and to stabilize it by the crea­

tion or a strong Jewish Palestine at this moment. It is not too late to make full 

use of the patriotism, determination, and fighting qualities of the Palestine Jews. 

The least that can be done is to place weapons in their hands so that they may de­

fend their frontiers, their homes, and their honor in certain eventualities. It 

would be a great injustice to them to let them meet possible attacks with their bare 

hands, or to compel them to an attitude of non-resistance and abject submission. If 

the worst comes to the worst they have the right to go down fighting, if need be, 

like the Poles or the Greeks. 

16. Our information is to the effect that large British and Empire forces 

are being concentrated in Egypt and other points in the Middle East. We have com­

plete confidence in the heroism and capacity of these armies and their commanders 

and see no ground for panic. But assuming the worst, even a temporary withdrawal 

from the Eastern Mediterranean that does not spell the end of Zionism. The future 

of Zionism is bound up with the future of the democracies in whose ultimate triumph 

we have the deepest and most wishakable faith. Even if Palestine shouli be invaded 

and part of what has been created be destroyed, we shall, when the war is over, begin 

where we left orr. The events or the past years in Europe have established beyond 

a doubt that the creation of the National Home is a desperate necessity, a matter of 

life and death for the Jewish people. The events or the war have also proved that a 

strong Jewish Palestine is an essential link 1il the chain o! democratic defenses. 

Above all the Jews have demonstrated their capacities to build in Palestine 

a modern commonwealth dedicated to the cause of freedom. Upon these foundations we 

shall contir1ue to build. 
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