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PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Tenth and Ansel Roads 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 26, 1941 

Attached herewith is a copy of a letter that 
has come to you from Mr. A. Epstein of Chicago, a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Jewish 
Welfare Fund. 

I also attach for your convenience, if you 
feel that it meets the situation, a draft of a reply 
that you may wish to send to him. 

HM:JB 
Encla. 2 

Cordially yours, 

Henry fontor 
Executive Director 

NEW YORK CITY 
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UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NE N 

A. :IPSTEIJr . 
2001 West Pershing Road 

Chica«o, Illinoie 

llabb1 Abba Hillel SilYer 
41 last 42nd. Street 
Bew York Cit7 

Dear Ba"bbis . 

Mq 24, 1941 

On March 14th 7au add.reseed a coamnmica waa alao signed by 
Babb1 Jonah :B. '11••, in which 7ou informed me ... ,.tabliahment of the 
United· Jewish Appeal for the 7ear l.,.i-....__ preauae the abOTe letter was aant 
to me on account of rq ■elllberahip rd of Director• of the Jeviah 
Welfare Jl\md. of Chic~o. 

Collection of fund• in Chicago 
ea17 taak and required conaidera 
eluding the underaigned. In our 
for the money that we were~~•cting. 
turbed to learn that up~.....-.:irrA.... 
the United Jewish Appe 
Welfare Funds. 

elfare J'1ncl DriYe was not an 
the part of all workers, 1n-

ed the need and neceaaity 
h embarraased and dia

ement bae been reached by 
collected b7 yarioua 

. 
It ia for that reason 
in ■pite ot the fact t 

collected in Chicago ta 1till being held, 
the ■ituation wa• impre11ed upon 

the eub■criber~---inc th.,,..,.~!jllli.cgu 

I have been c oeel7 followinc the Yariou• atep1 in connection with diaagree
ment ·and n t1at1on• w i h final.17 re■ulted in the re-creation ot the United 
Jewish Ap tor 1941. felt a\ that time that our natioaal Jew11h leaders 
were gree.tl fault 1 t ironinc out their ditterencee qu1ck17 and 1ati1-
factorlly. 

I am eTen JDOre d11couraged vi th the preeent aituation and feel '1lat if there 
' will be a campaip in Chic-co 1n 1942, 1011• other •an• will have to be 
adop,ect for dl1\rlbu ion ot ■one7 collected. 

I am writing you thl• letter in~ own 1nd1Yidual capacity and not aa a member 
of the Board of Director, ot the Jevi1h Charitie• of Cbicaco or of the Jewiah 
Welfare 1nn4. 

I waat 7ou to know that the pre1ent ■1\uation •7 brr• a Ter7 41■treaeing 
effect on future fund collectiou. 

(Signed) 

Sincere~ 7our■, 

A. lpatein 



~y dear ~r . EpEtein: 

Permit me to acknowledge the receipt of your lett~r of y 24 which 

you state you write in your individual capacity . I am also replyi ng to your 

conr.nmic ... tion not as co- chairman of the United J e- ·ish Ao )eal . 

May, in all fairness , suggest th tit ,ould be f ~r more helpful for 

conscientious Je ish leaders in Chicafo to think more of the s.:..turtion in 

Chicc.go vhich reouires a good dP 1 of attention, and not to concern themselves 

so much with the situation at N··tional Headauarters at the UJ where a goodly 

number of consci , ntiou men are doin their best to serve t· e cau es to which they 

are devotin their tlme and t 11eir energiPs in unstinted me ure . The Jnited -Je ish 

Ap1eal has had occasion more than once in Jrevious ye· rs to c 11 the atten ion of 

Chic uo to its f .. il ire to coop ra.te \''hole-he· rtedly vi th National Headr.uarters 

as ell as its ilnre to re ise funds co unensurr. te ' i th the size und ·e 1th of the 

Chic o Je ish community . 

Int i last our ·ears , Chic 0 0 sent to the UJ the um of----·--·--- --• 

During the s me eriod , Cleve .Land , ·,hich has 1/4 of he Chic! go oo ula tion, sent 

_____________ ; Detroit , 11iith the same : O ul·!tion I s Clevel nd ________ ,· 

. San Fra.nclsco , ith a Je,ish opulution le.s th,n 1/10 of Chicago, sent __ _ -----' 

and t . Louis , 1;7 the size of Ghic· go , • -----
R s on i ble . e ·lish leaders like .. ourself hould be ~kin t h ems el ve 

why Chica...,o h ·ailed . Al~o hy does th Je ish, elr are Fund of Chic~ o, un er 

t e gui cnce of it e ecu i.ve ctir ctr, act as if it i h~gh and mighty la unto 

itself nder no oblig; ion to abide bL· the dee· sions of n tional hP-ad rt r? 

I rite t' is not in the spirit of c·r~ini criticism bu in n t 

de~ire to see the s cond l~rge t Je, ·sh co it in the United • tes r g· • n 

er po~ition of l eadership which it h ld in the he· rs follo ine he ,orld 1;r, b t ·hich 

it no lon•er holns . I mar id t 1a t critici m of h· ti. done or no done ·t n· tional 

h ado 1r rt h s leen u~ed all too fr· uentl b individu 1 in our communit to 

dr·v a red herrin cro. the rail of Lhic· o • ~ • ilure . 

Vith all good i hes , remain 

Ver co 
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PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HA YESOD} 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH} 
For the Defense and Upbuilding of the Jewish National Home in Palestine 

41 EAST 42ND STREET NEW YORK CITY 

May 27, 1941 

2001 West Pershing Road 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Epstein: 

Thie will acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
May 24th. There seems to have been a misunderstanding with 
respect to the agreement constituting the United Jewish Appeal. 
There were certain outstanding items that have finally been 
disposed of. 

l3ut as far as the Chicago Jewish Welfare Fu.nd. or any other 
organization in the country is concerned, I do not know why it 
could not have forwarded its money directly to the headquarters 
of the United Jewish Appeal at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
The agencies constituting the United Jewieh Appeal need the 
funds urgently. The cooperation of Chicago in providiD& those 
sums will be very helpful. 

The national officers of the United Jewish Appeal have 
called upon Chic8€o and upon all other communities in America 
to forward funds as rapidly as they are collected. I do hope 
that Chicago will heed this appeal as quickly as possible. 

ABS:MJl3 

Very cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 
National Chairman 



EAST 105!!! STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 

TELEPHONES GARFIELD 0150-0151 

MELBOURNE HARRIS 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER , D. D. 
RABBI 

June 21, 1941 

Mr. A. Epstein 
2001 West Pershing Road 
Chicago, Ill. 

My dear Mr. Epstein: 

HARRY A . LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Please pardon the long delay in ans,,ering your kind 
letter of May 24. I have been a ay from Cleveland a ood 
deal of the time and my correspondence has lagged. 

I am glad to have an opportunity to write to you in 
my individual capacity in exactl the SBllle way as you have 
written to me. I regretted the long delay in finally 
drafting and signing the agreement of the United Jewish 
A~peal. Thee was one important item concerning the 
independent expenditures of the Joint Distribution Committee 
and the United Palestine Appeal during the period following 
the dissolution and preceding the reconstitution of the 
United Jewish Appeal which took considerable time to determine 
and hich was finally disposed of to the lifutual satisfaction 
of both agencies. The delay did not interfere in any way with 
the .prosecution of the campaign. It was a regrettable delay 
but not a serious one. 

There is, however, a matter hich I should like to 
bring to your attention regarding the situation in Chicago 
which in my judgment is very serious and to which the 
attention of the leaders of the Chicago Jewish Charities and 
\welfare Fund ought to be drawn as vigorously as it has been 
to the shortcomings and deficiencies of National Head uarters 
and national leadership. Some executive directors of Jev.ish 
communities have a ,. ay of drawing a red herring across the 
trail or the failures of their own communities by diverting 
attention to ~hat is done or is not being done at ational 
Head uarters. 

The Chicago Jet •ish community, the second large t in 
the United btates, has been steadil declining in its 
contributions to the United Jew sh Ap ryeal. It never, in 
recent years, did its full dutycrmatched the givin of other 



&IJt l!ttmplt 

Mr. Epstein -2- June 21, 1941 

Jewish communities in America. The steady decline is 
indicated in the following figures: 

1959 - 1,400,000 
1~40 - $1,000, , 00 
1941 900,000 

'""'iD In 1958, Chicago forgot altogether about conducting a ca.ma 1i n. 
I\ If you 1ill compare these figures, say r.ith the city of 

Cleveland1which has a Jewish community a little better than 
1/4 of Chicago and which gave in the last three years $475,000 
annually to the United Jewish Appeal, and in 1958 
to the JDC and the UPA, you vdll understand what I mean. It 
would be helpful if you would make simil r comparisons with the 
giving in other communities such as San Franci co and bt. Louis, 
etc. 

Responsible Jewish leaders like yourself should Jlll:.t be 
~ asking themselves why is Chic go cons+antly failing 
in its obligations and by has Nati onal Headquarters had 
occasion more than once to compiain of the failure of Chicago 
to cooperate whole-heartedly with it. 

not 
I write yoW■■t in the spirit of criticism but in 

an earnest desire to see the second largest community in 
the United tates regain its ositlon of leadership which 
it held in the years following the ,orld \~ar, but hich 
it no longer holds. 

1th all good vishes, I remain 

o t cordially yours, 
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MEMBER 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF" CIVIL 1!:NGINl!:ERS 

WESTERN SOCIETY OF" ENGINl!:ERS 

AMERICAN CONCRl!:TE INSTITUTE 

A. EPSTEIN 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER 
2001 WEST PERSHING ROAD 

PHONE LAFAYETTE 7223 

~bbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
National Chairman, 
United Palestine Appeal, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Ba.bbl: 

CHICAGO 

July 2, 1941 

The last fe paragraphs of your letter of June 21st call 
attention to the situation in Chicago as far as appropriations to the 
U. J. A. are concerned. 

It is true that the appropriations from the Chicago elfare 
Fund have diminished in the past three years. It is, however, also 
tr that t=1e same situation prevails in connection i th national 
totals for this purpose and, if I am not mistaken, Chicago •s propor
tion to the total collected in the country bas not decreased. 

It is, of course, deplorable that nationally and locally 
in Chicago less money bas been collected, b t I do not think that I 
have to write to you about the reasons for s e,as you are more famil
iar with them than I. The situation thro hout the world and the 
uncertainties, particularly in Palestine, are bound to have their 
effect. As a matter of fact, there is a suspicion in the mi s of 
many that the reason the U.P.A. was slow in making an agreement for 
distribution of funds with the U. J. A. was due to the uncertainties 
in Pales tine. 

I presume you also know that hen in 1939, $1,4oo,ooo.oo 
was sent b Chic o to the U.J.A., local problems were not as acute 
as they are now. This year the . lfare Fund is called upon to ap
propriate 225,000.00 for ref ee ork in Chicago. This, in a way, 
could be construed as part of U. J.A.. work. In addition, had to 
appropriate a substantial s1.111 of money for a deficit of the local 
Je ish Chari ties and for capital improvements in connection l i th 
affiliated institutions of the Jewish Charities of Chicago. 

I do not know what the present situation is in Cleveland, 
or in other cities mentioned in your letter, but the impression I re
ceived from our leaders in Chicago 1s that we are keeping step with 



Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

A.EPSTEIN 

2. 

the rest of the ccmnunities. I will grant you, however , that no 
matter bat do or bat anybody does, it is not sufficient and 
every effort should be made to do better. To that extent, of 
course, 1111 bend all our efforts. 

Very sincerely, 

AE:GF r/ I 
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Julye, 1941 

r. A. p tein 
2001 t Pershin ad 
Chic o, Ill. 

y ~er r. Ep teina 

Thank yo or your lette or July 2. 
o liev t ~ ou mik e · the into y A~ letter 

to "OU• I c 11 t ntion to the fac t Chic o 
did not keep c th other 1 r i in the 
Unit ~ e in t fe e con tr • ution 
to Je iah t •th 
situ tlon pr v on 1 t 

th ,urpo s ere d ecr a ed 
r ely s t tr butione 

of c Yor Ci r co unities 
.. an r of vin, 

during r u er a it. 
o no t h ut the orld 
th tie • tine• 0 hould 

h ve had gr ter ff c upon vin in Chic o and 
·e ork Cit than in t e e t of the country. 

Th• suspicion to ·,h ch ou r r, • ic 

been in e ind or an , " h th 
in in n r ent or 1 r b1tion o fund 

s du to th uncertai~~,~ in ? lestin •, i r 

th t nt~i ent eople ~ot credit it and re 
people l<r"'Aot circul te it. Incid n a ly, thi 
tillle I ve he rd of thia • picion•. 
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UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
◄ I EAST ◄2nd STREET 

MEMORANDUM 

Date D e::i) er 19 , 1. 41 
To 

From ._, . : en:.· .,. ... on to r 

Subject 

ec . reto i co ; o_ .. lett~r se .. t b:· • 1- er to .. r . . or 
vi"4 of t e Cro-- . . Yot ··ill . ot t· e 1~~t indic ti • ) 

1. c l _ r . vi ver i 

i r . il ver :il... t to ee t: e enclose co- • o:: t1 i letter to : . 
· ·1t I tl.OU .. t ,ro1 . i __ t -..,nt it c l Pd to our !:lt ter..tion t " t 
c. l ro 1 •.l' . D vi mi . t co . e i: -- ... u ·.'OU . • ·i sh to et t .. e 
of it . 

t 

avis , 
.one 

d 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 
Washington, D.C. 

Ir. Abba Hillel Silver 
United Palestine Appeal 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

y dear Dr. Silver: 

( 

December 23, 1941 

The opportunity which you give me in your kind 
letter of December 19th is one which I wish that 
I might accept. As you can well imagine, my duties 
these past two years have permitted me few hours in 
which to indulge my own desires and the events of 
the past two weeks now allow me no free moments in 
which to undertake any diversions that will take 
me away from my desk. In consequence, I have been 
forced to concluda that I must take on no new 
tasks. A speech is a task for me, I can asaure 
you, even when my audience would be the considerate 
and tolerant one with which you i nvite me to meet. 

Please be assured, however. of my earnest interest 
in your proposal and of my sincere regrets that I 
find 1D7self unable to accept the opportunity. I 
am eure you. will understand. 

1th kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Norman H. Davie 



MURRAY HILL S-7813 

ABRAHAM DICKENSTEIN 
111:PRl:91:NTATIVI: 

WORKER'S BANK. LTD., TEL-AVIV, PALESTINE 

1140 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Dr.Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleve land O. 

ear .Silver, 

January 8 • 1942 

In the absence of . • Dickenstein who is on a business 
trip to the l.!3.ddle ,est, I beg to aolmowledee with thanks 
the receipt of your letter of the 6th inst. 

llr. ickenstein plans to attend the UPA Conference in 
Baltimore and I am remitting to him to-day the contents 
of your letter. 

Very truly 

s .cornfield 
Seo•ry to A. iokenstein 

• 
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Dr. zriel Eisenberg 
aorge J. Klein 

• u or Je lsh F.duc tion 
10~23 Su rior Ave. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y r .riend a 

t 
heartily tor ,our t le 
and for our good 
1th the o;,portuni ty ch 

ld 1n our c ner 
in hich C ·co ed 

Ib ~ 
oo ~ ~e d 
cowitry. 

in ri 
in thanJdn ou o... your tl o 1t 

, I remain 

t co i all . u , 
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41 EAST 42m> STREET NEW YORIC CITY 

Ja tU ry 23, 1942 

r. Leon Fal:c, Jr . 
Preoident 
Dot. i~ • can 3.e·y1bl ic Settle; ent C'soci t io 
.:· econ 27 
Ciu d Trujillo 
Doninican Pe_ u· lie 

T" i 
1 ri:tn , i 

ill 
.,· • c· 

c ... no 0 led0 e your letter of Ja.n.Ul r~ 
advi ed ~e t. t ·r u '. ~e nle ~e ... 

to serve o;. ... t e • 
t e O'.i.ited P lesti e 
. a.ve tr..e benefit o 
<. nd. our co sel . 

1 o 1cil for pn1estine of 
• ,;e s::C-.nJ. be gl d to 

energ·es, :ro c.e ration 

As ou ug~cst , i ~uld indeed be uvi ble 
for an e· rly . e ti g of t: ose d enlv co.:cern d ,:ith 
the • roblem of uo t - 1 1 migrP-tion , ic·. it'.' uncloubtec..
ly t e o t i __ ific"'nt t:1 r t' u.t vill e:.·,ait Je i 
e er ie t t clo e of the lh r . Your .1. ecoi:-,ni tion 
of the f""ct t· r.it re' t a se of e , ..... _ :.:-· -id life 
im::_:>o ible in E ·,•01 e even fter t 
ha e on t e ar is~ b~~ic rin 
~ ree na. out of . ·hie d co 
co_. str ,cti ve nrot:,T ·ill 
of onr lead r C: our a 

t 

~e s t e e 
ole . 

oe gL • to eet ·i th ., o 
tot St ... es 'or so reli:ir r~ conv • 
lon the line~ i.dic t d. 

Ver cordi lly ~o s , 

Abb il 1 Silver 
.• ti . 1 ChairLlall 

S: 
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:-eturn 
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Ur. I alk• Jr.• Preeid•t 
.,...._ .~pabllc ~ tU Dt soci t1on 

l.Mon 1!'I 
W ,HI~ TruJUlo 

Republic 

y ear • .Falb 

7ou or ~ ld.Dd letter 
ot J._ ..... r,- 12. I aa 1 hted to le re t au. 
ri.ll e"8 on the --- r t nited 
Pa \1ne bmetit 
ot our J ~ .. ,..... 

I ~~, lndeed Mb• t 
or u o anU~te coace.rned 
the robl• ot oo•~ la. la a1 Uon ot 
our peopla hould ... , pool our t.hink1ag. c urel 
•a• ~ led oanstrucU• ru ahoul.d noln 
to•• t the ai Uoa &tter • hich you_, cl rl7 
or.. and • iGh wUl tu eaer,1 the 
• t.e ..... N,Aahip or rea ibl• I sh leader • 

~~, to IIMt 1th you upca 
oaa rel.iain 

s ·• ~ted 1n ......... 
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(Hand ritten) 

United Jewish Apneal 
342 Madison Avenue 
Bew York, N.Y. 

Dear Sirs: 

823 Pine Street 
Texarkana, Texas 
1ebruary 2, 1942 

The Texarkana Jewish Federation is in 

receint of an a~neal from the Dominican Republic 

Association. Will you ulease iTe us some information 

about the organization. 

With best wishes, 

( sgd) 

Sincerely, 

Miss Fannie Eldridge, Seer. 
Jewish Federation 



JEWISH NATIONAL FUND n ll "i' 
l"Rl!SIDl!NT 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

HONORARY CHAIRMEN 

WOLF GOLD 
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
EDMUND I.KAUFMANN 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
DAVID PINSKI 
TAMAR DE SOLA POOL 
MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
ROBERTSZOLD 
STEPHENS. WISE 

HONORARY 
VICI!• CHAIRMEN 

H. RAPHAEL GOLD 
GUSTAVE KLAUSNER 
ELIHU D. STONE 
THEODORE STRIMLING 

SECRETARY 

LOUIS SEGAL 

TREASURERS 

ICHEL M. KOWALSKY 
JACOB SINCOFF 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

MENDEL N. FISHER 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

V 

Dr. A.bba Hillel Silver 
!he Temple 
Cl eve land, Obi o 

My- dear Dr. Silver: 

s 

March 31, 1942. 

I take pleasure in informing .rou 
that at the laat Annual Meeting of the Board of 
Directore of the Jewish National J-und 7011 were again 
unanimously elected as Honorary Chairmen. -

You will receiff invitation.a to 
the meeting• and the :Board will, of course, welcome 
your pre•ence at such meetii,«1 as you can attel11. 

MN!':RB 

• 

C 

MJCNDJ:L N. J'ISHmi, 
Executive Director. 

Telephone: VAnderbilt 6-3780 • NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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, R DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
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ETING. ,ILL REPORT T IS 
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Collect 

J, C. WILLIEVll:111 
1'1,.•T VICIIE•"'ftllE.IDIIENT 

April 10, 1942 

A., AH BO RD SITTIG I 
TING ONLY K REN HAYESOD 

.h)R K. RGE CY CO,, ITTTEE SAME 



THE EREZ ISRAEL (PALESTINE) FOUNDATION FUND 

KEREN HAYESOD LTD. 
INCORPORATED IH EN6LAND 1'21 

CAI LES: KERJESSOD JERUSALEM: rnc,l?tl? • BENTLEY'S CODE• PHONE 46'1 lUl?tl 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
'l'he Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohip. 

Dear Dr. Silvers 

Mq 6th, 1942. 

M"tt'Nii1 i1~tt'?ii 
683 ., .n c,,~,.,, 
HEAD OFFICE 
JllllUSAL&M P, 0, ■, au 

• 

ROOM IIZI 

,1 £~ST •2ND STREET 

NEW YORK, N, Y, 

Our office aent out 7our address to all Latin .Aaerican countriea in Yiddiah 

and Spaniah. You ma,- be interested in aee'-:ng a copy of "Mundo Iaraelita", 

in which the address appeared on the front 

1th kind regards. 

l, • Sincerely yours, t 
✓ /.e, ~ ~_) 
lim'l'IE EISlfDl 
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(DRAFT) 

iiss Rose Fruhling 
Pioneer Women's Organization 
1140 Broadw~ 
New York City 

My dear Miss Fruhling: 

Mq ro. 1942 

The Pioneer omen's Organization is celebrating its 

seventeenth anniversay at a time when the Jewish women of 
Palestine are giving new and inspiring meaning to t.ne pioneer

ing movement which has built up the Jewish homeland. 

These are days when all peoples are being tested in 
the fires of adversity and oppression. The Jews have suffered 

the greatest number of casualties in the Nazi war upon civilian 

populations. Although our ranks have been decimated in DlaJlY' 

parts of Europe, the strong and heroic Jewish community of 
Palestine is today girding itself to meet and hurl back the 

Axis forces that threaten to attack the Middle East. Palestine, 

which is today a vital bulwark in t he defense of democracy, 

is also the strongest bulwark in the defense and survival of h .... ,_ __ Ll..-:-. 
the Jewish people. Not ~lii Jews who have been ground down by,,..,-~--~ 

coae,an, ~e 1ec1ng, but ere in America must derive great 
inspiration from the valiant record of sacrifice and achievement 

of the Jewish pioneers 1n Palestine. The months to come mq 

bring critical and bitter hours. We must therefore go forward 
with redoubled energy and resolution to strengthen the Jewish 
homeland and fort1f7 1 t again~t any dangers. 

Palestine is a challenge to all Jews dedicated to the 

survival of Jewish life. Our faith in the future can be best 

expres ed in the spirit 1th which we support the citadel of 
Jewish revival. 

Faithfully yours , 

Abba Hillel Silver 
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LEON FALK, JR. 
FARMERS BANK BUILDING 

PlilSBURGH, PA. 

ay 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
National Chairman 
United Palestine ppeal 
41 East 42nd Street 

ViAY 25 

New York, Ne~ York I 
Dear Rabbi Silver: 

About the first of the year I wrote 
to you suggesting that a small meeting should be 
called of representatives of the various groups 
interested in facing the refugee problem, parti
cularly with its postwar implications. You were 
kind enough to reply on January 26 that you would 
be delighted to meet with me and discuss the same. 

I just wish you to know that it has 
been through no fault of mine that I have been 
unable to follow up this matter. I was called to 
Vlashington with the Board of conomic arfare and 
will probably be on that job for the duration. If 
you think it advisable, ho ever, that such a meet
ing be held and that it could be held in 1dashing
ton or New York, I would be glad to cooperate in 
trying to bring such a meeting together. I do 
feel that now is the time to think of our postwar 
planning. 

Cordially yours, 

Lr' J'S 



Kr. Leonard H. Frisch 
711 Pe..lace lro.i lding 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Dear Friends 

June l, 1942. 

It is with the greatest satisfaction that Mr. William Rosenwald, Babbi 
Abba Hillel Silver and I, as the Na.tional Chairmen of the United Jewish 
Appeal, have learned of the notable achievement in the 1942 campaign 
of the Minneapolis Jederation. A high feeling of responsibility on the 
part of individuals and communities for the welfare of our people the 
world over - as reflected in your current fund-raising effort - is as 
stimulating to uiose of us who giTe ~ to day attention to the 
problems of the U.J.A. as it is helpful to the beneficiaries. 

I write to you as a member of tne Budget Committee, which, I believe, 
will shortly give consideration to allo:tments to the agencies included 
in the Minneapolis Federation. The U.J.~ ts, of course, one of the 
most important included agencies. I take it thfl,t what you as well as 
all our good friends thrO'tJ€P0Ut the country are most interested in are 
facts aa to what the Joint Distribution Committee, the United Palestine 
Appeal and the National. Refugee Service, respectivel.T, are doing under 
war cond.1 tions '4th monies made available to them. As briefly as I 
can, I should like to tell yo1l what these agencies have done since 
December 7 when the United Ste.tea entered the war and something of 
what they mu.at continue to do for the remainder of the year insofar 
as we ce.n see 1nto the immedJ,ate future • 

.. 
Jrom December 7 to December 31, 1941 the J.D.C. program was carried 
thro~ on the be.sii of appropriations that had been made from 1941 
receipts. During the first five months of 1942 the J.D.C. has 
appropriated $3,320,360 against whicll cash h s actual.17 been naid 
out in the 81Dl of $2,788,000. 

One of the most pressing and at these.me time one of the moat en
couraging activities carried oa b7 the J.D.o. ie that of emigration. 
Including 800 refu;eee who will sail from Lisbon in June, the J.D.c. 
since Pearl Harbor will have enabled 6,000 Jewish refugees from 
~ope to reach the Western Hemisphere • 

. 

Bot only is the J.D.c. faced with the burden of meeting the higher 
transportation s:pensea but it is also tnrouoi guarantees ma.de 
by the J.D.O. that havens are opened for groups of refugees ldlo 
would have no other opportunit7 to be rescued. For eDJDple, 1ome 
200 Du.tch ref\]8ees now 1n unoccupied Jrance will be given aa;ylum in 

~°'1Nu8Hh a8otem»ii-fL&fflffl8ff~ b1tra.et..-i1loiti1P • 



Mr. Leonard H. Frisch - 2 - June 1, 1942. 

maintenance gu.e.rantee by tle J. D. C. You may receJ.l a similar arrangement earlier in the year when the J.D.C. made a gu.?~rantee to the British Government in behalf of 152 Polish Jewish refugees who were bro~t from Lisbon to the 
West Indies Island of Jamaica. The work of emigration assistance dare not be hal.ted. Once visas expire it 1s exceedingly difficult to have them renewed, and the emigrants may never again have a chance to leave Europe. 

In cooperation with the Polish Government-in-Exile, the J.D.c. is bringing aid to 600,000 Polish Jews who are refugees in Siberia. Concentrated food, including dried milk for the refugee children, as well as dr\J&s, medicines and other supplies for these people are being shipped on Russian boats, freight-and-duty-free. These are consigned to the Pelish li'knbassy in Kuibyshev from whi~ they a.re redistributed to the refugees. 

In line with the Pan-American policy of our ow government, the program of refugee assistance and integration which the J.D.c. is conducting in Central 4lld South America, where there are 115,000 Jewish refugees, is of tremendous importance. You~ recall the receat incident involving 210 refugee passengers aboard the Port~ese vessel San Thome who were threatened with return to Europe and who were finally permitted to debark in llavalla throµgh the efforts of tm J.D.c. 
It is not necessary to tell you the reasons for the increase in the appropriations which the J.D.C. is making for work in unoccupied France where there are 50,000 refugees and 1001 000 native 1rencla Jews. In Persi and Turkey which are todq gateways for refugees leaving Ruasia enroute to Pa.lestine, the J.D.C. is 
receiving increasing demands for aid from local committees. Similarly, in 
Switzerland and other neutral countries, the J.D.O. is called on for large grants to cope with the greater needs of the refU&ee programs there. 

Every dey a ne et1ergency arises requiring extra budgetary funds from the J.D.C. and, as it involves a JIUl,tter of life and death, the money simply must be folmd to deal \dth the situntion without delq. 

In a report just issued by the U.P.A.,we lear that 4111& Jevish certified immigrants arrived in Palestine during the pa.st year. Since 1933, 300,000 Jews from Bu.rope have found refuge in Palestine, 37,00 since the outbreak of the aar 1n ~ope. As a result of economic and agricultural development supported by the •.P.A., Palestine is now serving both as arsenal and grrmary for the entire Middle Ea.st. Fa.rm production has been increased by 4~ since the outbreak of the we.r. Le.st y-eer Jewish industry- 1n Palestine turned out $1s.ooo,ooo worth of war goods for the allied armies; this year industrial production will reach $30,ooo,ooo. lunda are needed to provide colonizn.tion o_-rvortunities for new arrivals and to maintain Palestine1s abaorptive capacity for tAe post-war period When there will undoubtedly be large numbers of Jews from Europe seeking ne homes. 

As you probably know, in order for the N.R.S. to meet its~ to day requirement• 
and to continue to safeguard our American Jewish community from any difficulties that might arise from the delicate position of ene~ aliens in this countr.,, 
the 1942 national a.greement constitutiag the l1.JIA. guaranteed the :tr.LS. $2,000,000 this year, pqable a:>0,000 monthly from Ja:t1UJµ7 lJ !rhe U~3 • .l. has 
meticulously met this obligation. 
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In a report presented by Mr. Albert Abrahamson, the Executive Director of the 
N.R.S. at a meeting of the Board of Directors of hl1at agency on ta.y 24, itipressive 
figures were reveaJ.ed. Since December 7 some 2,500 new refugees have arrived iu 
the United States. Of course not all the 200,00 Jewish refugees now in our 
countey require aid, but the work of the N.R.S. in dealin with governmental 
departments has he..d an ef ·ect on their weak-being and position in this country 
and on their relationship to the communities ,-mere they have settled. 

It is of particular interest to note tne accomplishments of the N.R.S. for the 
first three months of 1942. linployment placements totaled 1,643 as against 
1,595 for the last quarter of 1941. An additional 155 pla~ements were made for 
professionals, 72 being physicians 2nd the balance for musicians and religbus 
functionaries. Retraining was initiated for 122 end 391 loans totaling $51,806 
were -granted for estaolishing business enterprises and other purposes. 

A monthly average of 51 535 individuals received relief during the quarter; 5,349 
social adjustment services were given and 13,302 migr .tion services; 201 individuals 
were resettled to interior cities; ll special bll.letins were sent to communities 
aiding ref'~gees. The information contained in these special bulletins reflects 
particular objectives achieved by the N.R.S. in assisting refugees to meet their 
new obligations as aliens of enemy nationality. For obvious reasons the N.R.s. 
has not entered into open discussions of these activities. Among the more 
technical enemy alien proolems wnich have been favoraoly resolved are the 
exemption of Austrians from enem;y alien regulations, amendment of travel regulations, 
attainment of more uniform interpretation and application of regulations, etc. etcJ 

It is our belief, and one to which I hope you idll readily subscribe, that while 
in most Welfare Funds the requirements of the preponderant number of beneficiary 
agencies remain constant from year to year, the needs of the U.J.A. regrettably 
exceed by a tremendous margin the amount of money which they ho.t:e had to distribute. 
We trust, therefore, that from the splendid .increase obtained in fund-raising in 

i ea.polis t.ais yea:r, you and your colleagues of the Budget Committee will find it 
possible to grant the argest proportion of these additional funds above last 
year's total to the U.JJA. 

Every additional dollar that the U~J.A. can receive for its beneficiaries represents 
a life-aaving dollar, rescuing our eople from starvation, from death by disease 
and epidemic and torture, flr6m suicide, and enables refugees oo continue to 
escape from the hell oles of :wurope and to be aided to make a ne life in 
Palestine, the .Americas or wherewer they are fortunate enough to find a new ha.ven. 

It is my feeling that you gentlemen wish to have facts and if tho fact which I 
nn.ve given you in this letter are not adequate you will be good enoUDl to communicate 
w1 th us in advance of decisions for such add.1 tion !.l infammation as you desire. We 
feel confidently assured tllnt the U.J.A. will be given the most generous consideration 
noasiole tis year. 

With kind regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

Jonah B. Wise 
•ational Chairman 

P.s. Similar letters arc being sent to Messra. J.E. Bri 1, Arthur Brin, L. s. Grossman, 
Joseph W. Schanfeld, Amos. s. Deinhard, I. s. Joseph and Dr. -oses Barron. 
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THE "BOSS" AND "KELSO" CAR LOADERS 
AND GRAIN CLEANERS 

Rabb Abba H. S lver , 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

Dear Rabb S lver : --

Dayton, Ohio, June 5 , 1942 . 

The statement made by you , Mr . V· illiam Hosenwald and r. r . 
Jonah B. W seas ational Chairmen of the Un ted Je'I sh Appeal 
for 1942 has just come to my attent on. In read ng through 
same, I was ~azed and horr fied to read the second paragraph 
on Pa e 2 . I ref er to t.."ie sentence : 

' We are all agreed that there must be f 11 support of any and 
every measure which would tend to bolster our own post on in 
America as self res ecting Amer can c tizens . But over and above 
these obligat ans e have the respons · bility toElrd our fellow 
Jews , etc ... " 

I was amazed tha an r American , n art mes espec ally 
wo ld h ve the audac ty to place any ob gat ion OVER ANJ.J AJOV 
h~s obl gat on to his country . I was amazed that any Arner can 
would g ve h s full suppo to his country"to bolster~~ 
pos t on n America'' . I was horr f ed when I real zed what 
any dema ogue or rabblerouser could do with such statements. 

I · then read the next para raph quot ng var ous Amer cans , 
wh ch paragraph concludes w th th s sentence "In view of our 

overnrnent sanction of these pro pams , etc .. " I read these 
statements several tL~es th nk n that Im ght be m staken , 
but I cannot f nd anr endorsement of o pro -rams ether by 
direct statement or by nf'erence . ~o think nc man could poss-
bly construe these statements to be a ndor ement by o 

Gover nment . Yet the three men who s gned the pl a.mphlet are 
not only th nking men , hey are br 11 ant men . I cannot under
stand why the found t necessary tor sort tom sstatements and 
ch canery . Is this whole campai n just a racket? Surely men 
of th .... s cal bre v,ould not trade n h an m ser es . 

As to your mot ves I am perplex d , but as to the grav ty of 
your error and the damage you have done Amer can Jewry , I am 
pas tive . As a Jew I resent yo r purpor ting to represent all 
Jews a nd say ng that our obligat on to our countr s secondary 
to our obl gat · on to world Jews . r his s a damnable lie , and 
should be resented by all patr ot c American Jes . As an Amer
ican , n this t me of nat anal er 1 , I resent an statement by 
any group ch s so self sh and unpa r o c . 
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THE PNEUMATIC GRAIN MACHINERY CORP. 
Successors to 

THE MOROA MF&. CO. & THE IEL-KEL MF&. CO. 

Manufacturers of 

THE "BOSS" AND "KELSO" CAR LOADERS 
AND GRAIN CLEANERS 

Dayton, Ohio, 
Rabi Ab a H . S lver #2. 

We Jews who have ha the priv lege of iv ng n this blesse 
land now have one and onl one obligat on . That is ~he obl ~at · on 
to our country. 1here cannot be any obl .... gation over and oe that . 
Our Country s sorely • n need of fun s a d every min te of the day 
someone s pleading , for the government , for every surplus penny 

o be loaned o he government . It w· 1 takeENery penny and ollar 
e can ra se. Yet you go blithely on your ay ra · s · ng millio s of 

A. er.can dollars and not one word ,, yo r phamphlet, of apology o 
explant · on to just fy th " s disloyalty . Our Count sf ghting for 

t ' s ex stance again~t av c ous and compe ent foe and at th s 
momen v ctory seems n tta nable unless e pu orth every 0 1 n e 
of our energy and everJ dollar at or o 1and . tet you , .n otal 
d sregar of our per 1 , wr te abo t he financ a1 an moral be ·er
men of Je s in other parts of the . \' at self sh, una pr c • -
ative, unpatr · ot_c and d s raceful o c . 

I am convince 4 hat ~au do no 
of th J e 1s n Amer · ca. 

rPp e~ent the majo t 

loyal mer o 
OVi. A.DA 

o nt 
he ·vorl 

he great majo 
place 1 ' te f 

A con :nuation o and c~ sch as uh s m st even ually com.e 
the of patrioti Je~s n Am,rica vO take action def n te y 
and f na ly to t an end o t: e vo k o th s sma 1 rou of · n~er
na iona 1 r m· nded Jes 1 v~~g n Amr ~a , an perm · t the Jew sh 
Amer·cans to en·o he b essl.n s and freedom o~ our co nt .... . 

ors ver t 1 , 

JEF : LP I 

vop e of ,.j_s lette r sent to 
Mr . 'm . rtoseniald an hir . Jonah o . e . 



Junes, 1942 

r. J.E. Finn 
Pneu tic G • in • c line Cor or tion 

~22 s. P t erson Blvd. 
Dayton, hio 

d r r. Finni 

In r ve r ic l and very di courteou 
letter or June e t ou e d c retull th 

ta! nt ic 1 n~ 1 f nited 
J 1 h ppeal, t ho o lish to help 

rl th 1 t. our of ords "ov nd 
ve• 1n the second -·- 2, t heer nonsen •• 
t 1 cleQrl s tech or 

recogni es th the .__"'o r t obj ctive of 
all ricane other the hav • • 
It 1 turtber ere and in ti 
h hich 11USt be,-..~, ined du use t • r • 

o~..h fightin • add ti Te to the r1 • It 
ia lso s t e ook t cine defen t • 
J e of ri o ve been and are bein ubJ ect to anti 1 tic 

ttac e and tl t •there Ht ful eup ort of any eey· e ure 
hich ould tend to bolter our own po 1tion in erl. elf-

re pectin1 c ci tizene" • It i 8 then 8 ted ov r and 
abo the• cl r dut1e d re on ibilitie, also h ve a 
reaponsibillty to rde ur tallow Jee the orld over" ch ust 
be tit a re no to rieh." 

You pre 
re poneibl• en 10 

to erica and to eric 
Just ho do yo think 

I 

t de , 
an d 

in ti tution , 
u reT 

e pectfully o , 

inn to l ctur 
er ~ t ir 11 
ubject or trioti • 



Copy or: 

From: Jon . uis 

June 16, 1 4~ 

r. J . .c • .ti inn 
ihe neumatic Ur in 
~. 2 ooutl P~tterson 

chin ry \.,orpo1·a tion 
ooulevard 

• .. yton, Ohio 

v de r r. Finn: 

th I 
m nts 
Unit d 

I have ou letter 
t ni s .. e ,. t ~ our 

r ~e bv my colle gues 
Jed c:-h p e 1. 

0 

in 
nd 

~re c:o un 
repl y 1 

countr.'" 

I feel th--t our 
to put the 
el h 

eti 

f ~ur let €r 1 

June 

re elco 
advi ed me . 

to it . t cert~inly 
1 or d.o I t i 

to any u e. 

Yours, 

Jon h . ,ise 

/ks 

nd mu t 
ion o he • t -
~ Ch i1·men of th 

nd llegc..tio.s 
h ec ci or 
ir dut~ their 
responsi ili ies. 

_ .. ti sf action, "OU 

n ithe 1el .. ed nor 
en of --n a .i ce 




