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I. L KENEN 

3939 SIXTEENTH STREET, N . W 

WASHINGTON 10, D . C. 

NORTH 7-0785 

October 5, 1953 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 

This is the Shar tt statement 
about which I spoke to you. 

Cordially, 

I . L. Kenen 

s 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Sil~ r 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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PERMANElTT DELEGATION OF 
TO THE UNITED MATIONS 

11 EAST 70th ST.: 
NEW YORK 21, N. Y . 

ISPAEL 

25 SeptembPr 1951 

LETTER FROM MR. OSBE SHA..."RETT TO MAJOR­
GENERAL. VAG l :BENMIKE OF 24 SEPTEMBER 1953, 

Herewith is the full text of the letter sent by the Foreign Minister of Israel; Mr. lfoshe Sharett
1 

to Major-General Vagn Bennike, Chief of Staff of the 
United Nations Truce Supervision Organisation, dealing with the •rork being carried out in the 1'1orth of Israel. 

I have the honour to aclrnowledge receipt of your letter of _ 
2J September 19.5.3 and of the attached memorandum ~ett;i.ng forth your view!J. 
concerning rork which io being carried on South of the Bnei Yaacov Bridge. 
2. I nmst point out at the very outset that the substance of your 
vie,..~ and their underlying assumptions appe~.r to be at marked variance ,dth 

the position so far maintained by the competent organs of.the United Natinnc 
ac regards works of this nature in the Demilitar zed Zone.· A~ early ac in . . 
1949, during armiotice negotiations, the United Natiop~ adopt r'c. an unequivocal 
attitude conce~ning the future development of the Zone. In hi e covering letter 
to a statem.-;nt, which y::,u yourcelf mention as an ~uthori tative comment on Article 
Y of the Inrael-Syria Gl:3~eral Armistice Agreement, written on 26 June 1949, , . . 

the Acting Mediator, Dr, Ralph Bunche, otated: "I may aloo ansure both ~. 

partieo that t~e Unite~ Na~ions, through the Chairman of the Iorael-Syrian 
._ ixed rmictice Co1m:1isoion, ,411 aloo enoure that the Demili t~rized Zone will 
not be a vacuum or waoteland" •• Since that statement was made, the ·. gl'adual ... . .. 
reotoration of norm~l civilian life, provided for by Article V of the 
Armiotice Agre ment, hao indeed comprfoed the reoumption and continuation of 
development and oettle!Jl~nt activities.· New agricult1:1,ral settlements have been 
eotabliohed in th~ Zone; roads have been conotructed; wastelands ,ere brought 
under cultivation; the Jordan river-bed '_}~~been deepened and at certain 
pointo itn very channel has been altered.· All these chang~~ have taken place 
with the i'lll.1 concurrence of the United Nations authori tiea.· 

2/ .•.•.• 
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Syria.1 s consistent opposition to such peaceful development work, 

voiced . in pursuance of its established policy of economic ~arfare againot 

Israel, ,has at no time been endorsed by the United Nations. Under the 

Charter, the United Nati9ns stands to promote the conditions for economic 

progress and development~ Under the Israel-Syria General Armistice A.e;reement, 

the sole concern of the United ations representatives throughout has been 

to ensure that in the course of the e~ecution of development projects.the 

e~tabli:3hed private rights in the Zone should be adeq_~ately protected.· 

4.· Certain questions regarding p~ivate rights did indeed arine in 

connectio~ with the ~rµ.leh Draiµage scheme, the work on ~hich commenced three 

years 8€0•· Th~ points at issue w~re a:t ~he time fully examined by t he then . 

Chief of Staff,. General William E. Riley, as well as by the Security Council.· 

The conclusions, reached as a result of that examination, have be~n accepted 

an a basis for all developm~nt projects in the Demilitarized Zone. The 

drainage work has ever sin.ee proceeded with the full.concurrence of the 
United Nations and without interference :from outside.· It is import?nt to 

define the exact scope of the United Nations1 concern in the matter. Such a 

definition was offered by Gene!al Riley himself t·rhen at a oesnion of the 

Security Council on 2 May 19jl, in reply to a queotion asked by the 

Netherland~ Delegat e ?s to whether the question of ri6hts involved in the 

concession of the Palestine Land Development Company for t he drainage of 
'\ ...... "'.',. 

~ .'f:i !· llt the Huleh is one ·rhi~h might fall within the juricd.iction of tntl l~~ • 
• ,f i:-;~ ~ '"tice Com (!sion, he stated that the United Nations was only involved 

.v1rtb. that land •1i thin fa.e Demilitarized Zone which is the property of Arab 

refugees. tiT~t is the only part of the concession with which ,-,e :tiad 

anything to do. I feel th~t the United Nations should never impede 

progresoive work. However, I am involved here with the Armistice Agreement 

in which the_Vnited rations is charged with the normal re~toration of 

civilian life. I have no quarrel with the project itself. I feel that 

that is not a matter which affects either Syria or the United nations. 

I~l.r~nly involved in the normal restoration of life within the Demilitarized . \ • 
# 

•• 

Zone which affects the JO, 40 or 50 Arabc that own t~e approximately seven 

or eight acres of land ·within the Demilita.rized Zone:r.· 



• ... 

In the present case the work of digging a canal in execution 

of a project of pow~r development is conducted on the basis of existing 

rlghtc l~1nnine the concession held by the Palestine Electrio Corporation. 

These constitute important private rights within the DeJ?ilitarized Zone 

which the,United Nations Truce Supel"Vi~ion Organisation, as authoritatively 

laid down, is ~lled upon to safeguar9,. FuJ.l care has been taken to ensure 

that the work should in no wey- impinge upon e.ny private Arab 1~ in the 

area nor cµrtail the -µ.se of water for irr~gation by land owners and 

cultivators within the Demilitarized Zone.· In these circumstances it 

was but natural that the Chairman of the Israel-Syrian Mixed Armistice 

Commission, when informed of the colID'.llencement of the project on the . , 

2nd of September 19.53, should have expressed his concurrence with it.· 

In so far as rou yourself and your deputies raised any points for 

clarific~tion,none of which qu~s~ion t~ legitimacy of the project itself, 

they were satisfactorily settled. This situation ';>f understanding and 

cc-operation continu.~d until the Syrian Government. in accordance with its 

established practice, prQceeded to raise bpseless obje~~ion to the project 

accompa.nying _its protests by public threats of violence. In the face of 

these tactics of intimidation from the Syrian side which manifestly conflict, 

not only with the Armistice Agreement but with th~ fundamental principles 

and purposes of the Charter of the United Ua:tions, it is regrettable and 

dictu:rbing tbat an attempt should now be made to reopen issues previously 

disposed of and to modify the established poeition of the Vnited Nations 

by raising qu.estiono extraneous to the Annistice Agreement. 

You bace your conclusions on an examination of the following 

three pointci 

a) Whether the work so far performed ~s interfered with 

civilian life in the Demilitarized Zone. 

b) Whether construction of the projected canal within the 

Demilitarized Zone will interfere with such life, and 

c) . Whether the first object mentioned in Article V Para. 2 of 

the General. A ., i stic .Af!'.1· emen1; concerning oepa.ra tion of the 

arm d force~ of the two p rties will be affected by the work 

in question.· 
... 
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On these points a.nd on the facts adduced in their examination the 

following obse:rvations are offered: 

A~· Israel representatives have repeatedly giv~n you and you:r 

deputies categorical assur~ces GU.IDinarised in Sgan Aloof A~ Shalev~s ~etter 

to you of 22 September 19~3, that the project has not so far involved, nor .. 
will it involve in future, the use of Arab o\'med land in the Demilitarize?-(~~t~~-

·I ,: 

Zone and ~hat it has not otherwise affected, nor will it in future af;f~ct, • t ··: 

such land.· In no conversation which had taken place during pea~ weeka, 

including my own conversation with you on the 22nd of September, was any 

reference made to the possibility that . the o'Wilers1:Up of any land involved 

might be under dio1-.1te.· It is e~ident, therefore, that such poscibility, 

conjured u~ on the part of_Syria, is_pu.rely hypothetical not to say imAgina.;-:,, 

that Syria, which under the Annistice Agreement has,no status in the matter, 

has raised t}J.e question merely to obstruct the work, and that ccnsequently_ 

this provides no .valid reason for discontinuing a vital development ccheme. 

At the same ti.Jµe, there is of course no objection at all to your 

representatives examining the file~ of the relevant Land Registry Office, 

in which e~ination they \tlll receive the full co-operation of the Israel 

authorities~· 

B.· What is called in your lett r tithe smaJ.l. isl~d". is Rctiially 

a speck of land the size of which never exceeds 400 sq.· meter~. Tt, i ~ 

GUbmerged every ~.;inter and riceo above the water in varying c:lzec and 

shapes in summer. It io entirely unc111tivated and has never been 

cultivated, inhabited, or ot~erwi~e used by men within living memory. 

It is not o,med by any Arabs. In theoe circumstances the ~ueotion whether 

thic insignificant site ~s or is. not partly fl9oded as a result of the 

con~truction of the dyke, is purely irrelevant; but the fact io that it is 

not, and care is being taken that it . should not be.· 

c.· _Ao for the Water Mills, nei th~r in past discu.osions between 

United latio~? representa~ives P....nd ourselves on the utilization of the 

Jordan '18.ters, nor in dir~ct context between us and the Syrianc have any 

claimo ever been adva1;1cet": that water from the Jordan river is required 

for operation of mills on the Eaot bank.. The falseneos ~f the contention 

ma.de to you on this ccore io proved by the fact that the two millG shown 

to you o~ the 14th of September as having ceaoed to wo;r}s: owing to the la.ck 

of water, have actually not been in operation for yearc ; and that moreover, 
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the canal leading to these mills branches off from the Jordan North of 

the point from which the contested canal is being dug; so that digging of 

the canal Md d4version of water into it could have no possible effect upon 

these two mi11s~ 

n.· The :point concerning the likelihood of interference ,-ri th normal 

ciyilian life in the Pemilitarized Zone as a result of the construction of 

the projected canal is fully met by our definite assurances _that the volume 

of Jordan water now used by Arab land o~mers or cultivators for irrigation 

purposes will remain available in future.· The claim in you~ letter_ that 

the projected canal woul~ leave the Jordan with very little» if any, water is 

entirely unsub~tantiated, whereas explicit assurances given to you by Israel 

representatives orally and confiI1I1ed in 1·1riting by Sgan Aloof -9halev are 

based on thQrougb. topographical and hydrological inve3tigati0n.· 

E.· The provi.~ion you ciuote from Article V of t he Armistice 

Agreement, which def:.nes the object of the Demilitarized Zcne as that of 

separating the a~"7Iled forces of the two part~es in such manne~ as to minimize 

the possibility of friction and. incid.ent is, needl~ss to say, :fully valid. 

It is axiomatic that wh8ther a canal is dug or not , such separation would 

remain effective as long as the Zone continuous demilitarized and the parties 

adhere to the Annistice Agreement. As for the possible effect that the 

digging of a can.al can have upon the achievemen·~ of the.t objective - so far 

from hampering the ca.ru:i.1 can only facilitate it, cine~ a pnrty benG upon 

aggression will find yet another obstacle to overcome~ .For its part the 

Government of Is:rael has consistently abjur~d aggression. ·rere lt nursing 

aggre~sive designs it would be thwarting its m·m purpose by digging the 

canal. On the oih~r hand the fact that objection to the canal comes from 

Syria has o:rpinou.s significance.· 

F. Moreover Syria1 s title to raise the question of military 

advantage must be challenged in prin9iple as clearly indicated in Article 

II Para l nf the Armistice .Agreement. The principle that no militacy 

advantage must accrue to either party wac valid only during the Truce 

periods which preceeded the conclusion of the Armistice. The . partieG to the 

Armistice Agreement are not entitled to invoke that principle, either under 

the above mentioned.article or by reference to any other provision of the 

Armistice Agreement! Had the right to do so been conferred by the 

Armi~tice Agreement, Syria might raise objections to any meaGU.~e or project 

anywhere in Israel uhich strengthened this country1 a potential. 
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In this connection it is pertinent to point out that Syria1s previous 

complaints concerning military advantages to Israel ,-,hich were supposed 

to result from the execution of the Huleh Drainage Project were rejected 

by the United Nations Chief of Staff ac lacking validity. 

a. The question of ~he Buteiha far~, raised in your memorandum, 

calls for special treatment. The arguments advanced by the ~yrians on 

Israel1 s good will in regard to the irrigation of their lands must be 

emphatica.+lY rejected as irrelevant in the context of the Armistice 

Agreement.· A converse contention on the part of Israel that she cannot 

possibly be made to depend on Syrian good will where the e..~ecution of 

development P~?jects of crucial importance for her ~conOI:1ic future is at 

stake w9uld be, on both legal and practical grounds, of infinitely greater 

cogency.· The decisive consideration here is that the Armistice .Agreement 

provides for the restoratio~_of civilian life, and by implication for the 

protection of private right~, only ~,ithjn the Demilitarized Zone and not 

outside it either in Syria or in Israel.· The undertaking given repeatedly 

to the United l ations representatives and to the SyridllS direct, that the 

volume o:f Jordan water no,-, used_ by D'tlteiha farm for irrigation purposes 

·would be assured for the future, was an e;c ,grati;:i, act motivated by 

considerations of equ:.ty and future good neighbourlineos and not by any 

obligation arising from the Armistice Ag!eement. This undertaking is 

reaffirmed in Sgan Aloof Shalev1 s letter, where assurance concerning 

provision of the customary amoun~s of ,-mter to Arab cultivators is to be read a 

as applying also to Buteiha farm. As for the operation of the checking 

gates in April 1952, this again was a matter of internal ~c1rainiotration 

of the Demilitarized Zone and not one of concern to Syria.· It was not 

cubject to agreement bet,,een Israel and Syria but was carried out sole:J.y 

wtth the concurrence cf the Chairman of the Mixed Armiotice Commission. 

In the lig~1~ of the foregoing the Government of Israel fails 

to oee any justification for the conclusion that peaceful work of an 

eminently constructive and beneficial character which i~ in progress 

within the Demilitarized Zone should now be interrupted. It takes a 

particularly serious view of the fact that thi3 conciusion was preceeded 

by open threats on the part of the Syrian Government. It regards ~ -:.; 
•1' 

freedom of development work within the Demilitarized Zone ~:le an integral 

and essential part of the reot?ration of nonnal civilian life provided 

for in the Armiotice Agreement, and has hitherto alua.ys·b~en cuotained 
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in this contention by the competent United Nations authorities.· It is~~~ 

~Y and has . indeed formally undertalcen to respect to the full whatev~r 

private rights as to ownership of land or use of water may be involved. 

It upholds at the same time private rights possessed by Israel interests 

in the area and cannot agre~ that they have a le~ser priority than 

individual rights of others. In actual fact there ~(.been no infringement 

of any such righto possessed by Arabs as a result 9f ,-,ork al.ready carried 

out and none is to be foreseen in its continuation. The Government of 

Israel is al,mys ready to clear up any point with you and your representa­

tives and if ~ecessary to submit the issue for examination to the Security 

Council in its interpretation of the Armistice Agr~ement as borne out by 

former United lfationc practices and pronouncements.· The only question of 

agreement that can arise is with the.local inhabitants of the Demilitarized 

Zone bearing on their private rights. In the specific circumstances of the 

present case no issues exist ,.-,hich call for such agreement ~d consequently 

co~tinuation of the work cannot be made conditional thereon. 

10. It remains the firm policy of the Governt1ent.of Israel to adhere 

strictly to its obligations under the Armistice Agreement. In stating its 

views on the issues ,-,hich have arisen the Government of Israel does not 

depart from its conception of the powers and functions of the Chairman of 

the Mixed Armistice.Commission under the terms of the Israel-Syria General 

Armiotice Agreement. The Government's understanding in this regard was , . 

formulated by its representa.tivei Amba~sador Eban, at the 547th Meeting 

of the Security Council of 18 ~y 19 51, in the follo,-dng terms: "the 

Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission is not an authority appoi;}ted by 

tha United Nations and imposed over the signatories to the Agreement. He 

is an organ establishod as a result of : J}.greement and his function.G 

are precisely those ,,,hich they heve defined., If either party had not 

wish~d the Chairf!lcUl to have certair func·~ionG than he would not have had 

them. This fact, together 1.,ri th the . specific provision, that he may not exer­

cise administrative responsibilities any,~here rules out any idea that he 

should operate by mandatory requests directed to the very governoen~s 

l:hich had defined his functions and which are presumably,. therefore, in 

a :position to lmow what po,-,ers they have conceded to him"•· 

11.· I am confident that you will give the considerations set forth 

in this letter your v~ry oerious attention and shall be glad to receive 

your commento on them~· 
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Israelis Blo,v Up 
Caifiolic Village, 
Church, Ho1ne 

JERUSALEM-( C)-A Catholic village 
were blown up by Israeli a.uthoritice las Sept. 16, it was 
revealed in an appeal !lent to Pope Pius XII and to the 
ambassadors of the U. S., France, England and Turke . 

The village, called Kafr-Birma, is three miles from the 

border of Lebanon. 
The message sent to Pope Pius 

XII by nearly 700 Catholics in 
Israel said: 

"Israeli authoritie have com­
pletely destroyed our church at 
Kafr-Biram, Wedlltsda , Sept. 
16. Six hundred and eventy 
Arab Maronites, faithful Israeli 
citizens, are today without a 
roof, without land , and without 
•·ork.'' 

In October 1948, the village wa 
occupied by I raeli troops. For 15 
day , the troops remained on 
friendly term with the Catholic 
villager . Then suddenl , the pe 
ple were ordered to lea\'e. om 
wer forced to J?:o to the neighbor 
ing village o! Ji. h (Goush-Halav). 
others to th village of aroun 
aero s the Lebanese border. . 

DURI G THE FIVE YEARS 
. THE VILLAGER WERE KEPT 

Destruction of he village wa FROM THEIR HO ME AND 
carried ou Sept. 16 and 17 with FARM , the church at Kafr-d1ram 
fire bombs and dynamite. , a profaned several times and 

The Maronites, who belong to the villager ' house. robbed. 
an eutern rite of the Catholic The damage cau, ed by the dyna­
Church, had received a promi e miting and burning o! the village 
from the late Pre. ident Chaim is estimated at 200,000 I raeli 
Weizmann of I rael that lh~y pounds. The de. truction began 
would be allowed to return to their with an I raeli plane dropping in­
homes. The promise was iven ccndiary bombs. Then followed a 
after a petition was sent by Maron- n u m b e r o! detonations which 
ite Patriarch Anthony PetE>r Arida la :ed r1om two Lo five m the arter­
of Antioch. ' noon on Sept. 16. The villagers, 

The villager were not involved not far awa , could se their 
in the Arab-Jewish strife follow- homes blown into the sky. Dyna­
ing the- end of the British mandate. miting went on the entire next day. 

Renew <:all for UN --
erusalem Actio11 

BY NCWC NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON-The brutal destruction of a Catholic I 
village in Israel underscores anew the precarious position 
of Christians in Israel. It also emphasizes that the world 
community ahouJd· take effective measures o insure the 
adequate protection of Christian shrines in all Palestin , 
and particularly in the Jerusalem area. 

Des,ructior of Christian prop-1-------~----­

erty in Israel is not ometbing delegate, Charle Malik. who read 
new. There were repeated act or before the 60-nation as cmbly a 

. . . letter ent to U Secretary-Gen-
andahsm and profanation m the 1 D g H k · Id f th 

. . . era a ammar JO rorn e 
Jew1 h area durmg the Pale hne Catholic ear Ea t Welfar 
fighting, and ome ince. ocialion. The letter ~rotested the 

The important thing i that the e recent tran fer of the I raeli ov­
fncident are continuing at the ernment office from Tel Aviv to 
pre ent lifJle when there can be no Jeru alem a an infringement or ' 
xcuse that they are due to "irre- Chri tian int re t. and a violation 

spons1ble element " or are the re- of ' re olution . After reading 
1ult of "wartime exce se ." th letter nr. Malik him. cl( de-

It i al o noteworthy that Cath- manded that the entire area o! 
olic village have been destroyed Jeru alcm be placed under "cffcc­
in this brutal manner while Mo . tive international upcrvi ion." 
lem village even nearer the rab- J TERNATIO 'ALIZATIO OF 
l rael frontier have not been . 
touched, nor have their inhabi- JERU ALEM ha sev ral time 
tants been mole ted. been voted by the U General 

THE CRUX OF THE MATTER embl but ha never b en carried 
JS WHETHER CATHOLICS CAN out. The Holy Father has repeat­
LIVE IN PEACE IN ISRAEL. It edly called for thi int rnational­
is not i que tion of Arab refugee ization a. the only genuin way to 
scattered in other countrie , but afeguard Chri tian , hrines in the 
of people who are citizen of Is- area. on of the so-calJ d "com­
rael. They did_ not flee to other promi e " ugge ted by J raeli au­
land . They w1 bed to rema!n in thoriti has ever found favor with 
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Mr. President:-

! welcome this opportunity to give a prelimina.7 outline of my 

Government's views on the objection raised by Syria against the execution of 

the B1noth Ya 1acov canal proJect ur.der a Concession held by the Palestine 

Electric Corporation. 

The problem before us raises many points of detail, on each of which 

I shall be prepared to make a full subnission at future meetings. I shall 

invite the Security Council to reaffirm such principles and procedures as will 

facilitate the resumption of this work. I have no doubt that the Security ' 

Council, in conformity with the highest judicial principles, will embark upon 

this investigation with no prior commitment to any of the viewpoints submitted 

to itc 

Amidst the difficulties and stress of recent weeks we have endea­

vored to demonstrate the high seriousness of this problem for our present wel­

fare and our future destiny. Neither SJ'l"ia nor any other people has its.whole 

national future at issue in this case. For Israel, and for Israel alone, the 

principles here involved touch the very ossence of national and economic 

independence. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

I have circulated a map of tho project under discussion. It provides 

for the erection of a power station to be located at the southern end of a new 

canal which will extend from the River Jordan south of the »1noth Ya1acov bridge 



GA 8-30 -2-

to Lake Tiberias. Start1nc·4o metres.above sea level the canal will proceed 

to a point 200 metres below sea level, at a distance of some 2 kilometres west 

of th9 Jordan where the power station will be built~ The power generated will, 

in the course of three years, pay off the cost of the entire project. When the 

construction of the canal is completed, within a pierod of t-wo to three years, 

the amount of wete~ required for the generation of electricity will be diverted 

into the canal and thence into Lake Tiberias. 

Thus even after the construction of the canal, the River Jordan will 

continue to flow in its exis~ing bed without alteration of its general course. 

All the waters of. the Jordan, both fn their original bed and in the newly 

constructed canal, will flow into Lake Tiberias. The diversion of tra.ter is 

contemplated after the completion of the canal, in two to three years. 

TM.a project is being carried out under the Concession granted on 

March 5, 1926 to the Palestine Electric Corporation for the utilization of the 

waters of the Rivers Jordan and Yarmuk for generating and supplying elec~ric 

energy. This Coreession constitutes a legally established private right, 

deriving from the period before Israel's establishment. It is a right which, 

according to the principles cf international law, any government would be 

obliged to respect and upholdo 

The electricity to be generated in the new plant ~ear Lake Tiberias 

will be used for industrial and civilian purposeso It could also be integrated 

into broader national or regio!lal power or irrigation schemes. The canal 

itself.could form an organic part of any regional or national water arrangement. 

Indeed, its construction and location are entirely consistent with all regional 

water schemes which we have had an opportunity to study including those re­

cently brought to our noticeo At present, however, and for a few years ahead 

we are considering only the hydroelectric project now under discussion. The 

existence of this project bas been on public record for many years; and in 

every stage of its planning and execution the Government of Israel and the 

Palestine Electric Corporation have been authoritatively advised by experts of 

international experience a~d renown, mostly from the United States of America. 

The River Jot'dan, which supplies the waters for this project, flows 

through Israel territory lnto Le.ke Huleh, thence into Lake Tiberias, entering 

Arab territory for the first time s0uth of Lake Tiberias, in an area occupied 
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by the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The River Jordan does not touch the 

territory of Syria at any single point. At no place does the Syrian border 

come up to the banks of the Jordan River. Thus the statement of the represent­

ative of Syria in a letter to the Security Council on October 16th, 1953. 

that "the Jordan divides Palestine and Syrie" is simply untrue. The inter­

nationE\l frontier of the Syrifln Republic was established in 1922, and has 

not been modified in the Gener~l Armistice Agreement, under which all Syrian 

forces ,-,ere withdrawn from territory which they h~d occupied beyond the 

established international frontier. I repeat that there is no River Jordan 

in any pert of Syria. 

This point is of import~nce in the broad perspectives of our debate. 

The immediate issue is a hydroelectric project essential to Israel 1s economic 

development. To execute this project in a worthy and legitimate objective 

in itself; but behind the specific project lies an issue of far greater 

megnitude and scope. The question is whether Israe1 1 s access to the only 

meagre source of nE-tural power and surplus water available to it shall be 

submitted to the mercy of a neighboring state implacably op-oosed to coopera­

tion with Israel and bent upon our economic downfall. If any such sinister 

veto policy were approved - which we cannot believe will hapoen - our country 

would face economic servitude and denendenee; its bright vision of social 

progress and stability would be obscured~ large areas would be doomed to 

peroetual aridity, -,bile surplus ,-,aters in the north remained piled up in 

useless swemps, imprisoned by en illegitiMBte Syrian veto. Israel iOUld have 

nothing before it but permanent dependence even for its daily bread upon e.JC­

ternel sources of aid" This is~ fate which we ere absolutely determined to 

avoid, and ageinst hich we must develop every resource of legitimate resis­

tence. Whet is for Syria a single phase of its avowed politicel and economic 

werfere against Israel, and for other countries en international dispute of 

marginal imoort?nce, is for Israel e vital issue of netional freedom snd 

economic independence. For Syrie to control Israel's water sources would 

bo to clutch our country at its throat end to command its prospect of develop­

ment and growth. For Israel to command them has no such effect on Syria, 

whose vast sbund~nt rivers dwarf our meager water resources Pnd poignantly 

illustrate the unseemly avarice of this complaint. 
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StJt.fi•i.~..RY OF ISRAEL CASE 

Mr. President, this project for the construction of an electric 

power station on Israel's soil deserves nothing but sympat~ and suppo~t. 

This plan is not inconsistent with any instrument of international law, nor 

is it incompatible with any p~ovision of ~he Syi•ian-Israel General Armistice 

Agreement~ It cannot legally, or morally, be ma.de subject to Syria's veto, for 

it does not adversely affect Syrian interests. It has no relevance to any 

legitima~e military considerations to which the United Nations owes deference~ 

Moreover, the jurisprudence of the Security Council in a case of similar effect 

in the same area in 1951 provides the most explicit autho:ity and justification 

for this work. While it is tru.e that all established ~1·ivate or public rights 

can be reconciled with the continuation of the project, its non-continuation 

would constitute an arbitrary violation both of a valid private Coreession 

and of the legitimate development interests of the State of Israel. Finally, 

this project can be carried out without prejudice to any private land rights 

and without depriving a:n.y lands or populations of their normal irrigation waters. 

In elaboration of the arguments which I have enumerated, I shall in­

vite the Security Council to a more detailed consideration of each point at 

issue. Today I wish to lay down the general outline of our position. 

PROCi.l!aJQSAL POSITION 

Let me first explain how this iratter comes before the Security Counci15 

The plan of the Palestine Electric Corporation to proceed with work on ~his pro­

ject was communicated orally to General Bennike in Jerusalem on July Jl, 1953, 

and more formally on September 2 a:nd again on September 3 ·to Colonel Tillotson, 

Acting Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission, who was given information on 

the project and shown a map thereof. Assurances were given that all arrsn&e­

ments for the plan would be consistent with the principles laid down.by the 

Security Council in 1951 for civilian work in the Demilitarized Zone, and 

specifically that no digging wouln be umlertaken on Arab owned land and that 

exist;ng irrigation needs would be fully preserved. In the light of these assur­

ances, the Chairman expressed his concurrence with the project; and~ letter 

confirming these und~rstandings was despatched to him on September 4, 1953. 

In the ensuing weeks, the United Nations Chief of Staff and hia representative• 

drew our attention to certain aspects of the work which ehould be modified in 
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the interests of civilian life in the Demilitarized Zone. They did not, how• 

ever, raise any question~ concerned with the project itself. 

On.September 23, 1953, when the work had been in progress for over 

three ~eeks, the United Nations Chief of St~f addressed to my Government a 

letter, now on the Security Council's table, requesting the suspension of the 

work on certain specific ground~. The Israel Minister for Foreign Affairs re­

plied in detail on September 24, 1953, pointing out that the objections raised 

against the project were in part fac~;ually inaccurate, ar.d in other parts 

inconsistent with the undertakings and conclusions previously reached by the 

Security Council. General Bennike was accordingly invited to reconsider his 

request. Discussions on many complex and intricate details followed in sub­

sequent meetings, in one of which, held on September 28, the Minister for 

Foreign .A:f"fairc made an offer, later confirmed in writing, that the work be 

temporarily suspended for a period of reasonable length to enable the inves­

tigation to p~oceed. In a letter dated October 14, General Bennike wrote 
11 that the very grounds which in your opinion would have justified a temporary 

suspension of the work no longer exist tod~; 11 and at a meeting on October 15 

the Israel Government and General Bennike mutually ~eed that the matter 

might be pursued in the Security Council. I must point out that the action 

which the Security Council so generously and unanimously applauded on Tuesday 

has been our policy in this matter - and has been known to be our policy -

since September 28. 

These are the circumstances in which the matter now coms before 7ou. 

PREVIOUS POLICIES OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

The Security Council is not now embarking upon an entirely new dis­

cussion. The principles governing United Nations policy in the Dem~litarized 

Zone were laid down in a debate held three years ago. At that time, Syria 

claimed that the straightening and deepenine of the Jordan River bed and 

the alteration of sections of its channel with a view to the draina&e of the 

Huleh marshes should be halted by United Nations authority. 
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I do not recollect all the feerfu.l conse0uences for Syri~, the Near 

Eest and for humanity ~t large which were then ascribed to the drainage of the 

Ru.leh msrshes; but sll the arguments heard in our present discussion rere 

invoked by Syria at thBt time. It was alleged thet Arab private rights ,,ere 

prejudiced; that e so-called "military ec1v~ntf!ge" would be geined for Israel; 

~nd that Syria's consent w~s indispenseble to the pursuit of any ·rork in the 

Demilitarized Zone. The Security Council and the United Netions Chief of 

Staff devoted much time and thought to these claims and charges. It was 

finally reveeled that Syrian objections to the drain~ge of the Huleh marshes 

lacked any substance or justification; and after meesures had been tPken for 

the protection of private land interests, this development project went for­

wsrd without internr,tional challenge, notwithstanding violent Syrian opposition. 

In the course of the 1951 discussion, the Security Council and the 

United Nations Chief of Staff developed P specific Pnd deteiled jurisprudence 

which has since constituted the policy of the United Nations in matters re­

leting to civilian development in the Demilitarized Zone. The Security 

Council expressed a consensus of opinion in favor of encouraging such develop­

ment work, provided that •gitimate private i nterests could be adequately 

protected. The Syrian attempt to invoke an i ssue of "military advantage" 

was cetegorically rejected by General Riley in his c~pacity as Chief of Staff. 

The project was adapted to evoid encroachment on private land interests. It 

was 8pecifically ruled th~t the procedures for carrying out the project in 

the Demilitarized Zone should be approved not by Syria, but by the United 

Nations Chief of Staff acting as the custodian of the interests of loc 1 Arab 

inhe.bitents~ and the work ,-1ent forward in the Demilitarized Zone with speci­

fic United Nations authorisation, notwithstPnding Syria's opposition. Indeed, 

the rejection of the doctrine that Syrian consent is required for the execution 

of Israeli development projects, even involving work in the Demilitarized 

Zone, was the most conspicuous and emphatic conclusion to which the United 

Nstlons came in its 1951 discussions. 

OOES SYRIA HAVE A VETO? 

It is strange to see ~n alleged Syrian right of veto invoked in 

the Syrian complaint, when this matter has been decisively settled in the 

juris~rudence of the United Nations. GenerPl Benn1ke 1s letters, now before 
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the Security Council, nowhere specify that the 11sgreement" necessery for the 

reeumption of the work is that of Syria. Such a claim, however, is contained 

in the Syrian complaint. Now it has been decisively established in United 

Nations debetes thet the agreement required for such projects in the De .... 

:ni1itarized Zone is between the concessionaire company on the one hand, and 

the Chsirman of the Mixed Armistice Commission on the other hand, in his 

capacity as custodian of private interests of the inhabitants of the Demili­

tarized Zone, and it has also been established that the Chairman of the Mixed 

Armistice Commission possesses a. right to influence such normal civilian 

projects only for the purpose of :protecting other private interests. 

Let me illustrate this from the record. In April and May 1951 a 

situation veey simil~r to thet now before the Security Council was exhaustive­

ly discussed. Israel had embarked on a scheme to drain the Huleh marshes 

by working in the Demilitarized Zone a fe,,r kilometres north of the present 

hydroelectrical project. Syria asserted that this ,,,ork could not proceed 

without Syrian c:.,nsent. The Israel position was that since the Concession was 

a valid legal right, and since there was no bar in the General Armistice 

Agreement to normal civilian life in the Demilitarized Zone, neither the con­

sent of Syria nor thnt of the United Nations Chief of Staff was required. 

The Security Council, took a middle view. It rejected the view that 

Syrian consent was required. But Israel was not upheld in the contention thet 

the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice had no jurisdiction to delay the execution 

of e normal civilian project. Thus the Security Council reached the view th~t 

such projects could not be vetoed by Syria ·out could be held up at the behest 

of the United lfotions Chief of Staff for the purpose of ensuring that other 

legitimate private interests were saved i'rom prejudice. 

Thus, in reply to the question whether United Netions authorities 

were concerned with the Huleh drainage project itself, General Riley said: 

"Only where it involves land within the Dem111terized 
Zone which is the property of Arab refugees. This is the 
only part of the Concession with which we heve anything 
to do. It is not the Concession itself but the expropriat­
ing of land essential to the carrying out of the project 
of the Huleh Concession. It is regrettable that within the 
Demilitarized Zone there should be 7 or 8 acres of land 
located as to interfere with the project itself. However, 
I am not involved ~self at any time in the Huleh Concession 
es a Concessiono I am only interested in protecting the 
rights of Arab refugees who ere within the Demilitarized 
Zone and whose land is expropriPted without their consent." 
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At a later stpge of the same meeting the General said: 

111 feel that the United Nations should never impede pro­
gressive workG However, I am involved here with the 
Armistice Agreement in which the United Nations is charged 
with the normal restorE1tion of civilian life. I have never 
found fault with the Concession and never will .•. I feel 
that it is not a matter which affects either Syria or the 
United Nations. I am merely involved in the normal restora­
tion of life within the Demilitarized Zone which affects the 
JO, 40 or 50 Arabs th?t om approximately the 7 or 8 acres 
of land within the Demilitarized Zone." 
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The Chief of Staff was then asked directly whether the Huleh project 

violat~d any provision of the Armistice Agreement. Re replied: 

"I do not believe you will find anything in the Armistice 
Agreement in this respect. I have never questioned the 
right of the Huleh concession as a whole. I have always 
maintained that it can be done without expropriating 
Arab land within the Demilitarized Zoneo It is not a 
problem for the Mixed Armistice Commission or for the 
Chairmano 11 

The Security Council at its 547th meeting on May 18, 1951, was dis­

posed to accept General Riley's limited definition of the reservations applying 

to development projects in the Demilitarized Zoneo The operative p;tragraph 

of the Resolution under discussion asked that the Palestine Land Development 

Company should be instructed to: 

" .. cease all operations in the Demilitarized Zone until 
such time ~s an agreement is arranged through the Chairman 
of the Mixed Armistice Commission for continuing this project." 

. 
The Security Council will note that similar language concerning the 

need for "an agreement11 occurs in General Bennike 1s request for a stay of work 

on the hydrcale~trical project. The problem before us is to define more speci­

fically who the parties to such an agreement must be. I·(; is here that we have 

the clearest and m~st specific anmfer in the 1951 debate. The Representative 

of the Netherlands, .Ambassador Balluseck, asked whether the requirement of 

agreement through the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Com.:nission meant that 

nothing could happen unless the interested parties agreed. He went on to say 

that: 

11 •• in that case prot~acted disagreement amongst the 
parties could well mean the indefinite stoppage of the 
work. I wonder whether such is the proper interpretation. 
If in the eyes of the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice 
Commission the drainage ,-,orks were considered to be in 
the interests of the restoration of normal civilian life, 
would it indeed be the right course that the continued 
absence of any agreement between the parties should be an 
obstacle to any progress? 11 

On behalf of the sponsors of the Resolution (France, Turkey, the 

United Kingdom and the United States of iunerica) Sir Gladwyn Jebb replied with 

the utmost precision: 

11 If I may summarize the intention which the sponsors of 
this draft resolution had in mind ••• I should like to say 
that they hoped that a negotiated settlement between the 
Palestine Land Development CompanY and the land owners 
might be quickly achievad: but that if 0 in spite of the 
clearly expressed viewo of the Council to this effect, no 
such negotiated settlement proved possible, then the pro-
cedures and machinery provided by the General Armistice Agree­
ments should be used in order to make a final settlement possible." 
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Mq I draw the Security Council 1a attention with the utmost care to 

this authoritative definition of the provision concerning the need for "an 

agreement." It will be seen that the pa.rties do not include Syria, - they 

are the concessionaire company and certain Arab land owners in the Demilitar­

ized Zone. It was ruled that the interests of the land owners might be repre­

sented by the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commission as the custodian of 

civilian life in the zones. The views presented by Sir Gladwyn Jebb were sup­

ported on behalf of France. M. La Coste said: 

"What will ba:ppen if the agreement which General Riley is 
instructed to facilitate does not later materialize? 11ill 
this lack of agreement indefinitely prevail and prevent the 
resumption of work which is of great utility and which the 
Israel delegation justly regards as of great urgency? That 
is certainly not what my delegation understood." 

On behalf of the United States Mr. Gross said: 

"The Representative of Israel referred in his statement, 
and I quote from it, to the apprehension of his Govern­
ment that as he said ~he text of the dra:f't resolution 
irrespective of the intention of its sponsors does confer 
a veto power upon the very interests which are implacably 
opposed to the drainage of the Huleh swamps. Since there 
will be no agreement there will be no drainage.' That is 
a quotation from the statement made by the Representative 
of Israel this afternoon. In associ ting the delegation 
of the United States of .America iith the statement made 
by Sir Gladwyn Jebb just now, I hope that the apprehensions 
expressed by the Representative of Israel will have been met. 
I should like to underline on behalf of my delegation the 
comment made on behalf of all its sponsors by Sir Gladwyn 
Jebb, that the sponsors of the draft resolution are all 
agreed that the Lake Huleh drainage project would undoubt­
edly promote the general welfare of the area, and on general 
grounds they would like to see it put into effect as soon 
as possible." 

The Representative of the Netherlands then summed up the position as 

follo •rs: 

"This in effect would mean that neither of the parties 
possesses in practice a veto power over the other in this 
respect, which I believe is a very sound position." 

An eloquent observation in the same sense came from the Repreaenta­

rive of Ecuador. 

Mr. President, ~fin 1951 Syrian veto power was not accepted by the 

United Nations in theory, it is even clearer that that veto power was not 

accepted in practice. For the Palestine Land Development Company found. it 

possible to proceed with the drainage project without infringing on Arab owned 

land in the Demilitarized Zona, whereupon the United Nations Chief of Staff 

gave his authority for the resumption of the work. General Riley made it clear 

that he gave this authority notwithstanding the absence ot Syrian consent, and 
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that he acted in accordance with Article V of the General Armistice .Agreement 

and ~·rith the terms of the Resolution of the Security Council of May 18, 1951. 

He reported. accordingly to the Security Council and there was no challenge. 

This decision is of special interest because at a preliminary stage 

of the discussion Ge~eral Riley had been under the impression that Syrian 

consent was required; but the emphatic pronouncements which I have quoted 

illustrate how he reached a different view under the impact of the Security 

Council's discussion. Finally, the United Nations doctrine about the parties 

between whom an agreement must be arranged reached its most specific definition 

at the 62nd Israel-Syrian tixed Armistice Commission meeting at which General 

Riley said: 

"At no time in my capacity as Chief of Sta:ff and in state­
ments made before the Security Council did I ever deal with 
the Huleh drainage project as a project. The project itself 
in my mind is outside the competence of either the Mixed 
Armistice Commission or the Chairman of the Commission. 

"Therefore the Security Council Resolution as adopted does 
call for the stoppage of work within the Demilitarized Zone 
until the Chairman can make arrangements that are satis­
factoey to the Arab landowners 2nd to the Palestine Land 
Development Compan.y. 11 

Syria continued to oppose and the United Nations to support the 

drainage work on the Hu.leh marshes. Those members of the Security Council who 

remember the tormented discussions which we had three years ago will be glad 

to hear that the Huleh drainage project is going forward to swift completion 

liberating thousands of acres to food production, banishing swamps and promis­

ing in time to create a new volume of water for the Jordan river bed. 

THE MORAL OF 1951 

The armistice system cannot operate honestly or effectively if there 

is to be no consistency and continuity in its jurisprudence. In 1951 it was 

held lawful for a corcessionaire holding statutory and legal property rights in 

the Demilitarized Zone to alter the Jordan bed for drainage, !)rovided that pri­

vate land rights were respected. It is equally lawful for a legitimate concee­

sionaire now to construct a canal for electric power in the same area and under 

an equally valid title, provided that private rights are not prejudiced. If 

Syria's objections to work in the Demilitarized Zone leading to the drainage of 

marshes outside the Zone were rejected in 1951, then equall7 they cannot be ac­

cepted now with regard to work in the Demilitarized Zone leading to power and 

irrigation development outside the Zone. If the drainage project waa subject 
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only to the reservations of private rights in 1951, another project cannot be 

subject to new and more far-reaching reservations today. The Security Council 

cannot, in all honor and justice, transform the law of yesterday into the 1i­

legality of today. We cannot be selective in the application of principles. 

If the United Nations and the governments coreerned will show fi~elity to the 

ideas and principles which they enunciated in the summer of 1951 9 there is n~ 

insuperable obst$cle to the peaceful execution of this hydroelectric project, 

with the full protection of legitimate interests. 

GENERA!, BENllfIKEI S RESERVATIONS 

I now come to make some general observations on the objections which 

have been raised against this project in the Demilitarized Zone. 

In his letter to Mr. Sharett of October 20 1 General Bennike brings ~s 

considerably nearer the prospect of a solution. In paragraph 4 of his letter, he 

specifically and correctly defines the limits within which the authority of the 

Chief of Staff may operate under the Armistice .Agreement. He makes it clear, as 

did his predecessor in a similar case, that he does not feel called upon to pro­

nounce on the legitimac7 of the development project as a whole. He is concerned 

only with Article V of the General Armistice Agreement which lays down the func­

tions of the Chief of Staff with respect to the Demilitarized Zone. Only insofar 

as any work on this projec~ in the Demilitarized Zone may affect the rights cf 

other parties in that Zone, does General Bennike feel himself to have a respon-· 

sibility. He writes: 

11 I can state today that the question of the rights in­
volved in the Concession granted by the High Commissioner 
for Palestine to the Palestine Electric Corporation Ltd., 
on 5th liarch 1926 does not fall within the jurisdiction of 
the Mixed Armistice Commission or its Chairman but that I 
am only concerned with the implementation of Article V of the 
General Armistice 1~o-reement~ The provisions of Article Vin­
clude the protection of the rights of Arab owners whose land 
should not be worked upon, flooded or deprived of water with­
out their consent and also the protection of acquired rights 
to the waters of the River Jordan which flow in the Demili­
tarized Zone and which has been used up till now for irriga­
ting land, watering cattle or operating mills." 

This is a clear and specific definition of the responsibilities and 

concerns of the United Nations Chief of Sta.ff in the Demilitarized Zone. A 

similar picture emerges with even greater clarity from paragraph 6 of General 

-Bennike 1s letter of October 20 in which he writes to Mr. Sharett:-
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"I agree with your statement thet my conclusions are based 
on the examination of the three points you lwve summarized 
in your peragra~h 6. I should like to add in this connec­
tion thet they are based on no other consideration." 

Mr. President. this statement enables me to discuss with the Security 

Council the three consider~tions which are authoritatively described as the 

sole criteria on which the right to continue this 1ork should be based. The 
three considerations as acknowledged by General Bennike in his October 20 

letter are: 

(a) whether the work so far performed has interfered with 
normal civilian life in the Demilitarized Zone; 

(b) whether the constr~ction of the projected canal tithin 
the Demilitarized Zone will interfere ,-,1th such life; and 

(c) whether the first object mentioned in Article V paragraph 
2 of the General Armistice Agreement concerning the separa­
tion of the armed f' ore es of the two pa.rties. will be affect­
ed by the work in question. 

It is a fair conclusion from General Bennike 1s letter - indeed. it 

bears no other meaning - that if satisfactory answers can be found to these 

three questions. the work in the Zone may proceed. These details therefore 

deserve the Security Council's close and meticulous attention. Under the three 

headings which I have enumerated, on the basis of this official corres~ondence, 

a number of specific objections a~d questions have been raised over the past 

few weeks. In terms of General Bennike 1s letter there are issues of land 

rights, of existing irrigation practices and of decilitarization. 

Mr. President, I feel fully entitled to st~te on the basis of the 

October 20 letter thBt these ere the only three substanttvo issues before the 

Security Council. An answer to these questions is, therefore. an answer to 

the problem which no1,, confronts the Security Counci 1, whether or not the 

United Nations has reason to oppose the continuation of work on the hydro­

electric project. 

After careful end deliberate consideration Ism able to state that 

the Government of Israel is able to offer binding end conclusive proof end 

assurance covering ell three of the considerations involved: 

THE LAND PROBLEM 

First, with respect to land 1 the project under discussion does not 

necessitate eny digging on Arab owned lend within the Demilitarized Zone. 

Indeed, to evoid such encroachment and in order to conform with the principles 

which General Riley hPd laid dom in 1951, especial diversion of the project 
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was made, sacrificing 3½ metres of height in the water drop, in order to en­

sure that no work should be cerried out on Arab land. This cen be seen on 

the map ,..,hich I heve had nrepered; the canal has deliberately been commenced 

to the sou th of the e rer:- Inf' rked as "Arab land". Genera 1 Bennike I s letter of 

October 20 indicates that there may have been inadvertent passage over Areb-

o •med lPnd on the way to ~nd from the project. It is hard to imagine a more 

slender encroachment on a private interest in the pursuit of~ great uroject 

of netional utility; but in any case. this is something for which remedy has 

been found. M~ Government has ascertained thet with respect to the four Arab 

plots described by General Bennike, they have not been effected by the ,,,ork 

in question; that if any debris of any kind was inadvertently thrown on these 

plots of land in the process of digging, it has been subsequently removed. 

,ihat is more import~nt, ~ Government undertakes to ensure that these plots 

of lend shall in no way be affected in the continued course of the _project, 

end is ~re~ared to take all suitable measures accordingly. Indeed, for this 

purp~ee these parcels of land have already been specially fenced off. Further­

more, we shall undertake that no further plots of Arab land shall be affected 

by the execution of the project. 

TBE WATER PROBLEM 

Second, with respect to the water, the Government of Israel re­

serves its position on some of the legal assumptions in General Bennike 1s 

letter, especially the highly remarkable suggestion that Israel in its rela­

tions with Syria must be governed by the Pranco-British agreement of March 

7, 192J. Thia wes an accord between those two governments entitled ".Agreement 

of Good Neighborly Relations Concluded bet~een the British and French Govern•· 

ments on behalf of the Territory of Palestine on the one part end on behalf 

of Syria and Greet Lebanon on the other part, signed in Jerusalem on February 

2, 1926." 

Israel does not inherit the internetionel treaties signed by »ritain 

as Mandatory Power end I do not lmow if Syria inherits the treaties of France. 

That we should be bound in the context of Syria's attitude of belligerenc7 

end hostility to Israel to recognize a defunct tre~ty of good neighborly 

reletione, is a thought of which the humorous possibilities ere infinite. 
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I have not heard that Syria wishes to meintain such a treaty relationship 

with Israel, although if Syria will now announce its reediness to sign such 

a treaty we shall not fail to respond. Nevertheless, despite the absence of 

any legal commitment, the Government of Israel is ~repared to undertake that 

the supply of irrigation water to Euteiha Farm will be maintP.ined. The 

Government of Israel is prepared to give a binding undertaking that the 

volume of Jordan w~ter required by Arab land o,~ers or cultivators for irriga­

tion purposes in the Demilitarized Zone will remE>in available in the future. 

I have already pointed out that the hydroelectric project makes it entirely 

possible to ensure that at ell seasons sufficient water should continue to be 

available to satisfy existing irrigation needs. In this I em responding, 

on my Government's behalf, to en implication contained in General Bennike 1s 

letter of October 20, paragraph 7 (d). In that paragraph, the Chief of 

Stl:lff asserts that prejudice to existing •rater interests would arise 1imless 

definite obligations are entered into to protect existing ·rater rights." I 

am empowered to express my Government's readiness to enter into such "obliga­

tions", end -re are willing to embody them in a formal j.nstrument which can, 

if necessary be invoked internationally by the parties concerned. This applies 

both to operating ,-,eter mills find to the Buteiha lands further to the south 

in the JordPn1e course. 

The Security Council should besr in mind that if all the Buteiha 

lands rhich could be irrigated by the Jordan ,-,ere cul tiv~ted up to the last 

inch, no more than l½ percent of the total volume of water in the Jordan 

et thet point could be used. Thie illustrates the relatively small dimensions 

of the irrig~tion interests here involved ~nd the clear possibility of their 

satisfection. 

Indeed, one of the most remarkable feetures of the Syrian complaint 

is its entirely negetive character. Syria comes on the ,ccno not to claim 

water for herself, - which we would respect - but simply to deny it to Isreel. 

It is not only that Syria possesses vast water resources whereas Isr~el's 

only ,-rater supply is this section of the Jordan without which we would 

become s perched and ,,,ithered desert. 



GA 8-JO -15-

The facts of geography make it quite impossible for Syria to use Jordan waters 

herself since her frontier is wholly east of the Jordanc It is interesting 

that a recent TVA scheme endeavoring to find new water for Syria takes it from 

the Yarmuk and not from the Jordan since it is physically impossible for Syria 

to utilize the Jordan for her water supply. There is therefore not even a 

shred of valid comparison between the positive interests of Israe~ and Syria in 

the Jord~n River. It is the only source of Israel's water supply, and it is 

not a possible source of any of Syria's water supply. 

MILITARY ADVANTAGE 

I am left ,-,i th the third and final issue. I refer to the question of 

military advantage. I am a little puzzled by a point of view which asserts that 

this question is relevant to Article V of the General Armistice .Agreement. That 

is not a military article at all. It is clear even from the language of Article 

II (1) of the .Agreement that the question of "military advantage" is relevnnt 

only "during the truce.rr The truce has been replaced by the General Armistice 

.Agreement which is envisaged a~ the permanent end of all mil~tary phases of the 

conflict. It is therefore our contention that neither party of the Armistice 

Agreement is entitled to invoke the question of military advantage; for this 

would mean that we would be inviting the United Nations to protect our rights 

to wage s. successful war in the fu·:jureo 

In 1951, General Riley considered this question and reached the very 

conclusion which I ~ave just expressedci He entered the discussion, with a 

declared reluctance, only because ~oth parties invited his good offices in that 

investigation. He stated on May 2, 1951: 

"Although I have already covered that question of 
military advantages pro and con in my memorandum to the 
Mixed Armistice Commission in reply to a specific .question 
that had been put to me by the parties themselves, I would 
prefer staying away from the question of military advan­
tages either for Syria or for Israel, for the simple reason 
that i~ is contrary to the Armistice .A.greement. 11 

I 

On the same day, General Riley stated: 

11 The question 
the picture. 
that was put 
parties . were 

of lllilitary advantage can be taken out of 
It was ans1ered only because it was a question 

to me b~f both parties. :Believing that both 
ecting in _good faith, I gave an opinion." 

Mr. President, my Government, after long discussions with General 

Bennike, firmly adheres to the view laid down by his predecessor, that the quea­

tion of military advantage should not enter this picture at all. If you recognize 
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the right of oithor party to objecttn military gains by the other during the 

period of the Armistice .Agreement, then you are recognizing a right to go to 

war in violation of the Armistice Agreement. But it is also true that no such 

considerations of a military character are possible under Article V which is the 

sole source of juridical authority for the Chief of Sta.ff in the Demilitarized 

Zone and indeed the only .Article on ,-rhich ae relies. For it is clear from many 

statements concerned ,-ri th the Demilitarized Zone that the presence or absence 

of natural obstacles is entirely irrelevant to its demilitarized character or 

to the role which it has to play in the armistice systemo The only special 

military characteristic of the Demilitarized Zone is that the armed forces of 

either party are forbidden to enter it. By that provision and by it alone, the 

separation of the armed forces is assured. It is of no significance under the 

Agreement what properties of topography the Demilitarized Zone possesses. Here 

I am on solid ground of established United Nations doctrine. In response to a 

joint request by Syria and Israel in 1951 to give an opinion on military adva n­

tage in the Hu.lab scheme, Generel Riley after expostulating that talk about 

military advantage should not go on at all in respectable armistice circles, 

handed down the following decision: 

"From these Articles, it is conclusive thnt a Demilitarized 
Zone was created where t.he truce lines diu not correspond 
to the international border between Syria and Palestine, 
and not in locations where no natural obstacles urevented 
the movement of armed forces. It is concluded that: 

1. in draining Lake Iuleh, the Israelis will not 
enjoy any military advantage not equolly applicable 
to the Syrians; 

2. the Demilitarized Zone was J!Qi created where natural 
obstacles to the movement of armed forces were 
non-existent." 

•lhile we share this established vie ·r that military advan~age 

arguments in the correspondence now before us are without validity, our case 

becomes even stronger if we put aside this reserv tion of law and principle to 

examine the actual military effect of the construction work. As I have 

explained, the effect of this work is that there will be two water obstacles 

instead of one water obstacle in the Demilitarized Zone. Where there is now 

the River Jordan, there will be - in two or three years time - both the River 

Jordan in its original bed and the new ca.~al running roughly parallel to 

the Jordan River bed down to Lake Tjberias. 
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It will, therefore. be ~rice as difficult as it is now for Syria to invade 

Israel, and twice as difficult as it is now for Israel to invade Syria. The 

more canals we dig in a Demilitarized Zone, the more effectively can this 

Zone fulfill its major function of "separating the armed forces of the 

parties. 11 This is the only function of the Demilitarized Zone and there is 

no obligation to preserve its present topographical situation, as is clear 

from Dr. Bunche 1 s communication to the parties on the meaning of Article V, 

as well as from General Riley's d.ecisi ns which I have quoted and which we 

regard as established United Mations doctrine. 

Ur. President, I do not wish to occupy the Security Council with 

any further detailed argument at this stage. I should like only to summarize 

my conclusions: 

1. The hydroelectric project, involving the construction of the 

Jordan canal is a legitimate civilian project which the Palestine Electric 

Corporation has~ legal right to execute. The project itself is of vital 

economic benei'i·ii 7 and the canal when completed could easily be integrated 

either into national or regional water projects conducive to the general welfare. 

2. The waters concerned at no point pass through Syrian territory 

so that the Syrian complaint is ill-founded. Moreover, the principles 

and practices adopted by the Security Council and General Riley in 1951 

commit the United 1 ations firmly to the view that Syria has no lawful 

right of veto in development projects 3.n che Demilitarized Zone. 
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As a matter of general equity Syria which has no physical ability to use the 

Jordan herself and which has vast water resources should not be encouraged to 

deny access to Jordan ~aters for Israel in hose territory that river does 

flow and for whom it is the only source of ,,rf'ter sunnly. 

J. The ~owers of the Chief of Staff in this metter are defined 

in General Bennike 1 s letter of October 20 in terms of protecting land and 

,tater interests in the Demilitarized Zone and ensuring that the Zone fulfils 

its role under the Armistice .Agreement. General Bennike 1s letter cle~rly 

states that these a.re the only issues which determine the right to continue 

the project. 

4. With respect to those three issues: 

(e) With reference to land rights, - the execution of the 
project does not necessitate any encroachment on Arab 
lands without the permission of their o,~rners. In 
cases ,,,here any encroadunent by passage, however ~ 
slight, has been proved, the Israel Government under­
takes the avoidance of any such encroschment in the 
future; 

(b) With respect to water, - it is an undoubted fact that 
the hydroelectric project under discussion ca~ be re­
conciled ,. i th tho full satlsfaction of all existing 
irrigation rights. The Government of Israel is pre­
pared to give an undertaking to this effect, and to 
discuss procedures whereby such an undertaking could 
be statutorily invoked, even in areas where Israe1 has 
no legal duty to make such provision. 

(c) With respect to the militer✓ aspects of the Demilitarized 
Zone, the Government of Israel edheree to the terms of 
the Armistice Agreement according to which the military 
advantage consideration is relevent only to the truce 
which has now been replaced. It also holds that neither 
party should invoke this argument under the principles 
of the Armistice - an argument fully supported by General 
R1:ey1s statement of May 2, 1951, rhich I have quoted. 
Subject to this reservation that no one has the right to 
raise this matter ~ t all without discrediting the basic 
assumptions of the Armistice,the Government of Israel 
points out that the practical effect of the ne ., canal 
would be to make the aggresive moveirent of armed forces 
in either direction through the Demilitarized Zone more 
difficult then it is at present; and thet the mainten­
pnce of the exact topogrephy of the Zone is not something 
which either party is entitled to invoke. 

I will only say a word about the Syrian objection claiming that 

Isreal has militarized the Demilitarized Zone. Here it will suffice for me 

to say thst we have a letter from the Chairman of the Mixed Armistice Commis­

sion expressing satisfaction ~ith the absence of eny military units or guns 

from the Zone. 
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Mr. President, I do not fully u.nderst~nd why~ country is called 

u~on so fre~uently to justify the most modest exercise of rights and feeilities 

which nearly all other countries possess in more abundant measure. We have 

only eight thbusand square miles of soil, the greeter part of it arid and 

desert, requiring the utmost sacrifice and devotion to enable its restoration 

to fertility. Yet neighboring countries which have millions of sq~re miles 

of rich fertile territory at their disposal continue to begrudge us this small 

stretch of lend. The same is true of wa.ter. Through the rich domeins of the 

free Arab world flo r the great historic rivers of Tigris, Eu-phrates, Hile, 

Orontes and Litany, and e host of other streams. On the othor hand, all 

Israel 1 s hope of enlarged food production, of power development and irriga-

tion hangs upon the Jordan flo1-,ing for a few miles from northern Galilee to 

south of Lake Tiberias. On this meagre resource, which, smll as it is, is the 

blood streem and the life artery of o~r country, covetous eyes ere cest by 

governments to whose projects of development and gro •1th our river has no 

relevance st all. In this st!"'Uggle bet·ween the Syri?n attempt to ensure 

Israel's economic strangulation, and Israel's vital embition to preserve snd 

uti1ize its only source of neturel power ~nd irrigBtion, is there any doubt 

where the duty of the United lfotions lies - the United Mations whose Cherter 

bids us all to promote not only internation81 peace but elso "higher st~ndnrds 

of living, full employment and conditions of economic and social progress and 

development." 

The project under discussion is just as benefici~l, just as com­

patible with the Armistice Agreement, just as legPl end ju~t as reconcilable 

~-,1th every affected interest as was the project for the drain~ge of the Huleh 

marshes which no,-, advences towards early completion. The Israel delegation 

invites the Security Council to examine these statements and undertekings which 

I have made, ~ith due care and gravity and on the basis of these petently 

esteblished fects to help us with the utmost speed overcome the obstacles 

which heve been raised against this wholly :peaceful and constructive work • 

.,. ___ .......... _ ... ___ 
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The Security Council, recalling its previous resolutions on the Palestine 

QUeation, particularzy those of 15 July 1948, 11 August 1949, and 18 May 1951 

concerning methods for maintaining the arllistice and resolving disputes through 

the Mixed Armistice Commissions, noting the reports of October 27, 1953 and 

November 9, 1953 to the Security Council by the Chief of staff of the u.N. Tru.ce 

Supervision Organization and the statements to the Security Council and the repre­

sentatives of Jordan am Israel, (A) finds that the retaliatory action at Quibiya 

taken by armed fore es of Israel of 14-15 October 1953 and all such actions con­

stitute a violation of the Cease Fire provisions of the Security Council reso­

lution of 15 July 1948 and are inconsistent with the parties' obligations under 

the General Armistice Agreements and the Charter, {expresses the strongest censure 

of that action which can only prejudice the cha.n::es of that peaceful settlement 

which both parties in accordance with the Charter are bound to seek,] and calls 

upon Israel to take effective measures to prevent al] such actions in the future. 
r- ; "'\.t 

(B) f Takes note of the fact that there is substanti al evidence of crossing of the 

demareat.ion line le,- unaut.horir.ed persons often result.ing in )~Jr violence, and 

requests t.he Government, of Jcr dsn ( to continue and strengthen the measures( whici:._ 

they are already taking to prevent such crossings,) W ~..,, ~ ~ K J cA 

~ 
Recalls to the Government cL Israel and Jordm their obliga ens under Secur ty 

Couooil Resolutions and the General Armistice Agreements to prevent:. all acts of 

violence on either side of the demarcation line. 

Cal.ls upon the Governments of Israel and Jordan to ensure the effective cooperation 

of local security forces. 

(C) Reaffirms that it is essential in order to achieve progress by peaceful means 

toward a lasting settlement or these issues outatanding between them that the 

parties abide by their obligations under the General Armistice Agreement and the 

Resolutions of the Security Council, 



.. , 

Bllphaaizes the obligations of the Governments of Israel aid Jordan to 

cooperate fully with the Chief of Staff of the Truce Sup9nision Organi­

zation, 

Requests the Secretary General to consider with the Chief of Sta.ff' the best 

way of strengthening the Truce Supeniaion Organization and to furnish 

such additional personnel and assistance as the Chief of Staff ot the Truce 

Supernsion Organization may- require for the ~ rf'ormance of his :duties. 

Requests the Chief of' Staff of the Truce SUpervision Organization to report 

within three months to the Security Council with BUCh recommendations as he 

1AIJ:1' consider appropriate in compliance with and enforcement of the General 

Armistice Agreements with particular reference to the provisions of this 

resolution. 
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Tne 0 reement for the evacuation o riti-h troops from he 
Suez Canal nas a ·rect e.fect on Israel. If unaccompaniea by ap­
propriate measures, bot11 political ana practical, this agreemen will 
tnreaten Israel's secur.:.ty am .... the stability of the idale .uast. On 
the other han , it is well ·within t 1e capacity o tre western pouers 
to prevent such preju ice from ar~sin, as a result of the nelo- tian 
agre ent. 

Tne Hili ta.ry B~~nc~ 

1 . ,he withdrawal of the 80.000 British troops from tne Canal 
eli.rninates a military barrier between gypt ana Israel ana brings 
.,EYPtian armed forces within striking aistance of Israel's vital cen­
tres . rhis is a .:undamental cnan e to Israel's disad ra."1ta e in the 
military situation expressed y the -yptian Israel ,istice reement . 

2 . I f' =oypt receives military assistance fro 1 t e United tates 
as a re~1lt o tne a reement a further astic cnange in the military 
balance will take place, thus un ermin • the spirit an intent of the 
Three ower eclaration of day 1950, wnicn aimed to preserve a balance 
between Israel and the ab tajjes . s balance 1as already been 
adversely affected by the U. S .. aecision to urnis 1 a s to Iraq . 

3 . Tne political backGround of these vents is disturbin6 • E ypt 
refuses to entertain peaceful relations i Israel, proclaims a oc ­
trine of belli erency anr nas recently uttered a series of direct and 
hostile threats against Israel throu<->n the mouth of its rime 1-iinister, 
Colonel Nasser and •linis ter of ational ui ce, ajor alem. 1 he 
latter said on 2 July 1954: 

II for the problem of aestine, t at is a problem .nich can be 
solved only by force. 1hat force will not e ac ieveu until 
t e uez Canal is freed . he tian y is unable to fight 
as lon as the British Anny separ ates it from its bases . '.Che 
United 0tates an Britain are withholdin a s from ~&ypt and 
are preve.n t • ne Belgium from sellin..., her anns . . . ney know 
that with the freeing of our economic and military forces an 
end will be put to forei n occupation t ouo-hout tne liddle East. 11 

~ . In these circumstances the iestern powers have a profound moral 
and political responsibility to disch·arge if they wish the glo-Egyptian 
agreement to be carried out without damage to Mid le ,astern stability. 
The obvious minimal measures to meet that responsibility are: 

(a) If the United States increase Egypt's armament, military aid 
should be offered to Israel as well un er the terms of the . .:"utual ecurity 

t . Israel 1 s application was fil8d in Februru..r 1952 an has not been 
rejected . 
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(b) The three western powers shoula aeclare their intention of op­
posing, if necessary by military means, e.ny attempt to alter the existing 
armistice frontiers in the Aiddle ..!Jast bJr anned force. rhis uoul ve 
specific value to the existing 1950 Declaration which, in its present 
va.,ue form does not constitute a security :11arantee. It would be neces­
sary to negotiate instruments or agreements between the three powers 
and the fiddle ~ast~rn states affected in order to give this undertald..ng 
a proper international status. 

(c) The western powers should seek from E&YJ)t a firm and binding 
commitment to respect the integrity of Israel's frontiers as defined in 
the annistice agreement. 

The_ Canal as a rlaterway 

In confirilling Egypt's exclusive physical presence in the Canal 
Zone the Western powers are poll tic ally and norally bound to seek respect 
for international law in the waterway. 'fnis r1eans tne cessation o,.. the 
blockade w~reby .c:. t prevents t '1e passage of oil tankers anu other 
traffic boun for Israel ports throu0 h the 0uez Canal. Tne becurity 
Council of the United _,ations in its resol tion of 1 eptemoer 1951 s 
decided in favour of this cessation; a: d it -10ul be extraor • nary for 
the western powers ~o ~rant lGYPt her ain national aspiration wit uut 
insistin on the satisfaction of this vital international interest. '£he 
present. text is not interpreted by • t as obli • ng her to abandon 
this illicit blockade. 



.YC(y !!Jlr,JJOJ)l f/4,Jlflr 
,YJ,1J,,,J/ , %rrl ul ._t>/az :3t«rl 

¼ulr ,/.'-!/ Ir -~,II, 
ABRAHAM L. FEINBERG December 4, 1953 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cqregation Tifereth Israel 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Chio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

&lclosed is copy or a letter I sent to the 

Toronto "Globe and Mail•, on the Arab-Israel problem.., 

with special reference to the ICibya incident. This 

letter was published as an article 011 the editorial 

page or the "Giobe and Mail" this morning. It occurred 

to me that you might be interested in reading it, since 

the "Globe and Mail n is one or Canada •s leading and most 

inf'l.uential newspapers. 

With wannest good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Feinberg 



.,. I 

Rabbi Abrabu t. Feinberg 
Holy Bloeeaa T ple 
Bathurst Street at Aft Road 
Toronto, Ontrio, Canada 

dear Peinberga 

Deoeaber 31, 19S3 

Let • thank you tor your thoupttulneaa in aending • a COJJJ' ot 
your letter whiob appeared in the Toronto OLOB 'D MAIL. Itie 
a tine letter, and I read it with greAt int.etreat.. It was par­
ticularly port.ant that the thinga you said should reach the 
reading public in a country which ia a ber of the British 
r,Olllfflonwealth, tor it 1• clear that the pressure behind the wte 
ot ceneure in the United Nations came prinoipally &<111 Or t 
Britain. 

With warmest regards and all good wishes I I re in 

ABBA HILLEL SILVl R 

AHSsru 



.. 

THE 
FOREST CITY 

PUBLISHING COMPANY 
523-529 SUPERIOR AVE., N E. 

CLEVELAND 14,O H IO 

OFFICE O F 

N . R . HOWARD 
EDITOR 

CLEVELAND NEWS 

CLEVELAND PLAIN DEALER 
MORNING ANO SUNDAY 

S U P E R I O R AVE . A T E A ST 6 TH ST R E ET 

CLEVELAND NEWS 
EVENING EXCEPT SUNDAY 

S U PE R I OR AVE A T EAS T 18 TH ST RE ET 

Dear _ i r: 

T ere ay be an e eme t of · ni'o 
".lwrenc L ven er . • th t e arc 
t into 'u.s orie, • I tho ,ht 

re ct ·1 it . o n t ret 

Ral b " Ab 
The Te e, 
Ansel 

l d, 

·11e1 

• 
rch 1 9 5 4 . 

t., 

t his 1 tter f 

STERLI N G E GRAHAM 
PRESIDC. H T 

C HARLES F M c CAH I LL 
SE N IOR VICE PRESID!:HT 

J OHN A VAN BUR E N 
VICE PRESIDE N T 

ill t 
d n 

~ f\_ ~ 



99, HAYARKON ST.• TEL AVIV • ISRAEL • CABLES: DANOTEl • TEL. 21111 ;-, El • ':JD In : 0'j)1JD • J'JH ':J n • 99 11 j)1'il ·n, 

Saturday, 6 March 

Dear Nat, 

Got in here yesterday, (Friday) after a hectic tour of 

the Galillee and the Jordan Valley, including the hydro-electric 

project which was stopped by Syria's complaint to the Unit d 

Nations. They gave me s - cial permission to take some pictures. 

Hope they come out as it is all terribly interesting stuff. But 

it was all a little tense, as we could see Syrian soldiers 

just across t he border h8.tching us ae I was taking the pictures. 

Was all surrounded by Israeli police or protection. They call these 

guys police, but if they aren •• soldiers, my name is McCarthy, but 

that of curse is on the hush-hush. They just wear police un ·forms 

instead of military. Aleo wae in a couple of bordi r settlements 

where there has been conisderable in~iltration and trouble. 

Can't say much a b:>ut those th~ngs on account of censor. Hope you 

will understand. ,;111 tell you more fully later. 

Saw th prir e mini ater for about half an' hour. Hope to 

see Ben Gurion when I get into th~ desert. nderstand he is now 

much easier to see than when he was in the government . Also talked 

ith two top g ya jn roreign o~fice, finance minister an~ a couple 

o rta bi Silver's friends in the cabinet, ~ho are bl c ing more and 

morE influential. he pri~e minister and the majority on cabin t 

and the parliam nt are pai (rightist Socialist), but the Gen· ral 

Zionists (Silver's crowd) are the business-free enterprise section. 

As Schlomo Eisenberg, the general secretarJ or the Jewish Agency, 

told me, "the are the rtepublicans" . He steers clear o.c, politics,but 

the su picion is strong that he ie one, too. He told me that he 

never was especially sympathetic to Ben Gur:.on, ae he wae a friend 

and supporter of eitzman any time h re was argument--and there 

were a lot of them. 

xt 
may 

On oil, the feeling 1e that it is here and there is 

quiet confidence it will be f )und, but it is conceded that it 

take time. Can't give you authority ~or this now, but will later 



which A\es° ottia tt,~h\heealaz~ie ~1t,~y.~~teof ofthlJ.f.el1iPaper mill, 
newsprint used here is now made in Is1ael, with pulp coming from 
Finland on trade agreement scheme. Saves dollars. Some che . icals 
come from U. ~. but some are now locally produced. 

That's the story all around. They are malring more and more 
produc•s here, but there is a serious shortage of dollar s with which 
to buy the teriala needed to produce anufactured +hinge. However, 
they started last week exporting sulpheric a•id, and are exporting 
cement, tires, fertilizer, citrus fruit• -and even sane vegetables by 
air in off season, w ich bring in currency. But too m ch is being 
shipped to soft-currency countries and too much on trade treaties, 
which i s practically barter as it isvv.-.rk■• works out. 

Strangely enough, Turkey, which is a oslem country, is now 
one of Israel's best cuetomers--on trade pact basis. German 
reparations are beginning to come in and are h lping out, especially 
in steel industry and fuel oil. 

Well, more of all that later. Regards to everybody in 
the o:"'ice. 

I'll be back in J erusalem before I lenve th 
pick up SQ' nBil there if aey. 

these 
eaves 

:·e.ybe I forg•t to tell you, but please give the 
env~lopee from Israel to Sa my Katzel in Treasurer 1 e 
1em. 

stamps on 
office. He 
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Hotel Flora, Rome, March 20 

• 

Dear at, 

Cut of the c wntr ( I srae 1) now 
some o" the implicat • ons in my no tea to 

more freely. I hope you got 
ro. Israel. 

The censor has been getting tourher ever since the Syrian - Egypt 
mess and I leaned ov r backwards trying to avoid any disputes or questioning. 
As far as my stories went I had no difriculty whatever, but with the ' ilms I had 
a he 11 of a squabble and f or a time was afraid I couldn •t get some of' what I 
thought was my best stuf --several rol , a or film-- out o" the country. it The 
guide, an agriculture expert rather than a military guy, took m out to some 
nnrnPr set le Pn+~ onn I oho~ picttree right and left. Fact is I was out there 
a couple of days, but they wouldn't let me stay overnight, retur . in - to Jerusalem 
in th" evenin anct then going back the next day. I suppose when I turnec. in my 
report on what subjects ha been photographed I could have steered around it, but 
I didn't. I put down the exact names o~ the settlements. What should have been 
done, of course, wae clear with the mi 1 • tary bef'ore we went out, but the. got 
fouled up some way. Then, once day out o~ Tel Aviv I made arrangem n s with t e 
major in the military public relations of ice to go out to a camp and ta.e some 
pictures under mili t ary supervis i on and with a military guide. I had one capitan, 
three lieutenants and a seargean major with me all +he time and it was all 
cleared th1·0 lfh the unit command,re and the camp corm..ander. But the PRO forgot, or 

or ~ome reason,failed to notify the ceneor's of~ice . 
So when I broufht that batch o~ film in ~or clearanc ~or shipment to aetman, 

there was all hell to pay. Te worst of it was the chie~ cen~or ~as not there--and 
a blon« babe was........_in charge. She was a good looking doll, but not very smart. She 
went into hysterics a.nd I not only had to convince her, I practically had to 
calm her. Finally, I got hol~ of th€ goverl'll'!lent Public I nftormation o~ nice (we couldn't 
find the mili~ary gen wio arranged the whole thing) and with con-id0rable pati nee 
and difficulty he convinced her it would be all right to OK the ilms--he wold 
ta ·e the responsibility. All the girl would say, •as she had inJtructions and it 
was all contrary to those instruct: ons and re~ula and she couldn't approve the 
thr~e four rol s of films involved. All th· as ith shrieking,weeping and hand 

w~in ng. She go so burned up, the per oxide arte to Bade from hair, 
. nyway, the film is now on the w, and p~bably by now in Rochester e.nd 

being dev loped. All I hope .:.s that the pictures good after that (..Xpe rience~ I 
CEtl stand most anyt:. • n . except, wee ~ing women and t is censor babe put on quite a 
show; In he · excitement, she forgot her Englihe and gave me an ar gument in He brew--
and then I was sunk. All I kno•,· is "Shalomtt ich means "pe ce" an d is ale the 
salutation and good- by in convereat·on. So I "ehalomed" all over the place, but 
ae Patricl Henry said "there was no peace"~ 

So after t a 
in 11 pieces, which were 
to cases now. 

I was pretty care ul as 
all gen~ral and in a way 

you may 1a ·e noticed. I 
nebulous. I think I can 

have sent 
ct down 

I had a not ~on to cable ou e other night when the ·e r ev kil ling 
incident occured to as if I should stay on. But I had a long tall with 
Eric Gottgetr au of th AP d Ben Fell~r (f~ i nd o Howard Brown in promotion) o 
the Lon on Exchange T 1 g.1:aph and some people at the Jewish Agency and 1:he.,, all a reed 
this was just another incident in a lon aeries and thee was no immediate 
pro · pect of war. As far as all of us could see there was no mobilizat on or 
no call to the reserves. Both ·ric and Ben are reservists ( of the botto~ of the 
barrel v r i ety--like I am in the Ai r Force) but they would know if anyth:ng of the 
sort was in the wind. Feller was of the opinion thi was a retaliation or the 
Kibya incid nt of a coupl o~ months ago, but th AP man do bted it. So did Al 
Rosenfeld o~ th Jewi sh Agency. By the way, th€ gove1nment, meaning the fo eign office 
and h defense ministry, weren't doing much talking aside from the o icial state ri. 
which wae along the usual and expected line e; They are terribly concerned, but the 
Army crowd rather rube its col l ctive hands . There is a fact~on, within the Army and 
some considerable sentiment wi hin the Ben Gurion crowd, for a showdown. The Herut 
party, the outgrowth o th old Irgun gang, wants to start the war right now and 
take di over all Jordan, the Suez Canal and in act ev c17thing in eight . But 
Sharett is o~ tht calmer type and has things pretty well in control. Fact is 
Israel couldn 1t fight a war very long becauEe o lack of mon j and r sources, 
but it is a he 1 of a good ariq and its equipment is get in bett•r• Have jet 
plan s now and the.,1 show them of at th slightest provocation. They lso have 
a lot of mobile artillery and small arms , but 11.eir he vy stuf' doesn't amount to 
much a nd a lot of the transport that they must dep nd on is showin signs o xaxx 

(This is rea ly confid ntial and can't b prin ed. It w uldn ' t b air); 



' 

Thought sure I would hear from you i Israel, but got no word. 'ish y u 
would write me and give me an id a how thi copy reads and wheth r it is 
making any impression. I'll be leaving here in a couple of days, 80 sug est you 
write me to the HOTEL AMBA ~!.~OR BOUL _ V A..H.D HA SE 1AN, PARIS. (I guess t a. t 1 s 

t e way to spell th name of t"i boulevard; 

Also have some pictures (stills) co!?ling., tal·en of me in th ·egev and 
at the Dead Sea by a photographer of' the Bonds for Israe 1 o fice . He was with 
me for a while on the trip to the desert and he promised to send them to me 
in Cleveland. If such an envelope or package should come in, addreeeed to me and 
from the Jerusalem of~ice of Bonds for Israel, open it and use them as ou like, 
if they should add any t erest to t e ~ series. Also to 
r 1ve b en working. U,M'-,t;;CA, • ..A----~ .-.:.., ~ ... - U-£-"' -(,w 

( 

Covered 
things 

Really, I'm a 1 y tiredi This 
all the ground I had b€fore 
and gett:ng an id a o the 

was the toughest o th three trip 
and a lot more, looking at al l the 
real accomplishments and advances. 

there. 
new 

Wonders have been done, but it the same old s:.ory. he for ign currency 
margin is so narrow, it is a s trug le to allocate it prop rly and the ·esult 
is no one in business or industry is happy. The only guy who didn't gripe was 
th dir ctor of the i riigation pipe factory at Ashkalon, 1.ich i ~ really a 
ma velous enterprise, and he is getLing all the dollars he needs for present 
operat : one, but he ants to expand and can't because of the dol ar shortage. 

Oil prospects are good, but that means noth ~ng until it actual y is f ound and 
oil drilling is a big gamble anyplane, even in the U.S. an other oil 
prod cing countries. If the operators are luc y they'll hit; if not t ey 
may have to dril l for a long time, but most of the experts an geologists 
are convinced now that there is oil, not only in the egev desert, but it 

ight be in the Galillee and around the plain area. Thee ie a sort of 
genius and screwball a ieitzman Institu e, named Chaim Pekeris, who is also 
conn cted with t e Eina tein Institu te for Advnnced Studies at Princeton who has 
wo • ed out a mathematica formula for geologic 1 surveys or oil. He ~a e "I 
know there is oil in Israel", but he won' alk or publication-and it is 
reputed he ,on 1t even discuss it pr~vatel --and he cautioned me not to use 
hi s n e or quote him-an I natl to promise o fore he wold even e tha much. 
He is acre ey, no doubt, but a relative of his told me his formul worked or 
Sun Oil operat1ons in Texas and some other Penn lvania co paniea. He wou .aln 't 
even discuss that. Queer duck, but terribly smart. Fact is when he ets to 
tal ing about ordinary things, I can't understand him ~ e talks about every­
thing in higher mathematical terms--and I can't even keep my check boo straight. 
So he floors me. 

ant to start wri i ng some pieces w1ile here, b cause I'll be laying of 
and resting up for a few days after I 1€ave here. And also, my friend, I regret 
to tell yo and the Foree City Publishing Company that this is the most 
expensive trip I've taken. I'm practical y broke and I'm jut w iting f'or .. ary 
toge here toni ht to brin~ some dough; I did a hel l of a lot more 
travelling and entertaining is time, mostly at the Dan Hotel, the new super-
duper de lux hotel in Tel Aviv and sane at th King David in Jerusalem, and 
with price controls removed on hotels and meals, the boys have not been very 
mode ' about upping prices and ge tin th dol lars ro Am ricans. I can't prove 
it, but I 1m sure there are two price scalea--one for th~ natives and on for 
tourists. The rest1lt of all this activity wa that I saw a lot o places, 
country an peo le, but I got lit le sleep and practically no rest. In my old 
a e, I'm beginning to cave in. 

Regards and best wishes to you an all the people. 
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Thirteen Questions and 

Answers About Israel's 

National Service Law 

1. \Vhat are the main provi ion of the law? 

The law tipulate that non-married v om n 
from th ag of 18 - 26 who are xempt from 
r gular military rvice on r lig-iou ground b 
drafted into national er ic of a civilian natur 
for a period of two year in ,. ligiou s ttlern nt , 
transitory inunig1ant settlement and in educa­
tional, ocial 1 •elfare arid h alth in titzdions. 

2. Ho~ doe· the la for the draftee in ·ure a 
religion way of life? 

By mploying her in r ligiou~ ttlement: 
and in r ligiou, ducational in ·titution and b 
nabling h r wherev r po ibl to return horn 

after h r da > work. If it is impo ibl for her to 
return horn , h will b billetted in a religiou • 
home. Th la"V xplicitly tipulate that th 
draftee in the national rvice will b a ured of 
adequat facilities to pr rv her religiou. way 
of life. 

2 
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3. Which go ernment department, ill implement 
the law? 

The Iini. try of Labor. Th girl will 
th r for b und r civilian an<l not military juri. -
ciiction. 

1. Who , ill determine the t;pe of ·en ·ice '! 

\ her Y r po. ible, ach draft will ·h o~ 
the kind of ... ervic mo. t. nitable to h r condition. 
and preference~. 

.. \Viii the g·r in the national . ·ervice wear 
militar. uniform. ? 

o. Th• law pro id • that the girl.· ill 
continue to wear their ci ilian dr .. b cau; th 
: rvic i, of a civilian an<l not a mi1itar:v na ur . 

6. What about girl who do not , ork out ide their 
home becau. e of rer giou. ru, I . ? 

Th law pr vide • for th J' 111 pt.ion from 
ull forms of national . er ic f tho: r ligiou 
girl. ho. famil ba ·kground and wa of lif 
do not p rmit th m to 1 ave th ir horn environ­
m nt for out. id wo1·k. 

7. Did the Chief Rabbinate i ue an Ha)achi • 
edict (i ur) against the law? 

o. Th hi f Rabbinat in i • 'ta m nt 
'aid: "Wh n th militar c n. cription for girl 
wa introduc d, th hief Rabbinate d clared 
that thi , a. again, t J wi. h Law. I . till hold, 



thi op1n10n. The Chief Rabbinate is now con­
cerned over the National Service Bill which i 
not free of po sible danger to the moral standard 
of girls and particularly of tho e who are rai ed 
in highly heltered home . Therefore, for th 
ake of unity among the people and in order to 

avoid a fratricidal struggle, we request that th 
law be removed from the agenda of the Knesset". 
The Chief Rabbinate i sued a econd statement 
(J.T.A. Aug. 5) which dir cted the r ligious par­
ties to rernain in the Gov rmnent coalition. In no 
ense can the fir t declaration be construed to 

mean that the hief Rabbinate ha delivered a 
rabbinical <lit (P ak Din) again t national er -
ice for girl , nor can it be interpreted to mean that 
the National Service Bill i contrary to J ewi h 
Law, for if it w re, the hief Rabbinate would 
have in i ,ted on a negativ ote by all r ligious 
partie - government cri i or no. 

Why did the Chief Rabbinate i ue a tatement 
reque tino- tizrachi and Hapoel Hamizrachi to 
remain in the Government coalition? 

nd r a mutual r pon ibility pact, aJl 
government parties ( Mapai, General Zioni t , 
Mizrachi and Hapo 1 Hamizrachi) are bound to 
vot in fa or f government sponsor d bill . By 
voting again t the ational rvic Bill or ab-
tainin , any gove1·nment part would in eff ct 

b re i ning from th gov rnm nt. Th hi f 
Rabbinate in advi ing the religious parties to r -
main in the gov rnment, ga e tacit anction to 
Mizrachi and Hapoel Hamizrachi to vote for the 
Bill. 

• I 
I 



9. \Vhat was the advice of the "Chazon I h"? 

The " hazon I h" ent a letter to the r -
ligious representative of the Kne et reque ting 
them to vote against the bill. The religiou mem­
bers of Knes et then de ignated :lini ter fo h 
Shapiro and Deputy Mini. ter Warhaftig to vi i 
the "Chazon I h" (Aug. 18). Aft r they had ex­
plained the particular of the bi1l, the " hazon 
Ish" st.:1.ted that he now aw thing in a differ nt 
light and had he known that the hief Rabbina 
had already declared that it did not prohibit sup­
port of th Bill, he would not hav writt n thi 
letter. He told the Hapoel Hamizra hi and Miz­
rachi to follow th advice of the hi f Rabbinate 
and that hi opinion on the Bill wa a per onal 
one, "ex cathedra" a he did not claim to be a 
"moreh horaah". He f urth • s ated that he had 
told Dr. Kalman Kahane la t y ar that th Aguda 
hould not leave the gov rnm nt ince mu h mor 

could be accomplished within th 
than from without. 

10. Were leader ' of Agudah and PoaJe Agudah 
formerl in favor of drafting reJigiou girl 
for national ervice? 

Y . L ader of th Agudah, which hav 
recently fomented ma demon tration again. t 
the National Service Bill, had actually expre . d 
them elves in favor of ational rvice for r -
ligious girl at a m eting of it executiv held on 
W · dne day, October 3, 1951 according to Bulleti 
16, heshvan 5712 of the World Agudah Organi-

•' 5 I 



zation. Poale Agudah, the laborite ·ection of 
Agudah, had actually signed an agreement with 
Ben Gurion accepting this ptoposal a a condition 
of entry into the government coalition. It i to be 
noted that at that time, the Bill did not contain 
the concessions later won by Hapoel Hamizrachi 
leader . 

11. ,vhy a a ional er ice Law'? 
Under the Defense Service Law, 1949, men 

and unmarried women alike from the age of 
18 - 26 are liable to con cript ervice, men for a 
period of 30 month , women for two year . 
Women con cripted for military ervice are 
trained in auxiliary function and dutie thereby 
relie ing men for active military training. The 
law exempt. women on relig:iou. and con cientiou. 
groundR. 

Th re ha8 alwa. • b n vigorou • objection 
to the complete x mp ion of worn n who claim 
religiou ground for exemption. While religious 
girls might be justified in claiming xemption 
from military servic wherea all other girl 
pend two year in uch service, they could a 

lea t be exp ctecl to render national ervice of a 
non-military character under condition conducive 
to the preservation of their religiou. , a~r of life. 

12. Women' Se1·vice--what for? 
I rael i urround d by tat ince antly 

claiming to be in a tate of war with her and 
threatening her very exi tence. Thi. ncircled 

' 6 
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nation of a million and a half cannot th refor 
forego the ervice of half of it youth. Further­
more, the ab orption of 700,000 new immigrant 
through extensiv health, educational and ocial 
welfare facilitie nece itate the maximum u 
of the availabl manpow r to which young- worn n 
ar mo t actaptabl . 

13. What are the po itive achie ement. for re­
ligiou Jewry in thi Bill? 

There ha b en a hortage of p rsonn I o 
rvic the religiou need of immigrant . A a 

re ult, thou and of religiou immigrant hav 
accepted th guidance of non-religiou coun 1-
lor . With th con cription of r ligiou. girl t 
work with r ligiou immigran , we ar afford d 
a b tter opportunity of k pin thotrnand.· of 
r ligiou .. J w. in th fold. 

7 ,· 



Israeli Women 

and 

Power Politics 
A JACOB GREENBERG 

IN THE LO ING week of the year 5713, the 
Israel Knesset enacted into law the Religiou 

Women's ational Service Bill. Few pieces of 
legislation have o divided the religious forces in 
Israel and abroad. Hapoel Hamizrachi and Miz­
rachi voted for the bill. Agudah has been vitriolic 
in oppo ition. More ignificantly, basic philo­
sophic differences have been in is ue. It was not 
without rea on that Minister Moshe Shapiro an­
nounced in the Knesset on August 26, date of the 
vote, "We believe that the Jewi h religion must be 
a part of the entire state ... Hapoel Hamizrachi 
wiU tand firm again t any attempt to divide the 
Jewish people and to ghettoize Jewi h religion". 
And with telling effect he inquired: "Would 
Agudah prefer religiou Jew to withdraw from 
the J ewi h community and return to a r ligiou 
ghetto in Mea Shearim ?" 

What are the provi ions of thi bill which ha 

JACOB GREE BERG, R.H. member of the first Knes t is a 
director of the Brit Olamit, World Organization of Hapo I 
Hamizrachi. 

.. 
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created such controversy and which probes ideo­
logical roots so deeply? Simply stated, it pro­
vides that girls exempted from military duty on 
religious grounds shall, while continuing to live 
at home, spend a specified period in the service of 
the nation under the control of the Mini try of 
Labor. (If they be girls who for religious reasons 
would not even accept employment outside of 
their homes, they need not serve under the Act 
either). To under tand the furor, one must 
understand the historical background. The prob­
lem had its origin in 1949 when the militar 
leaders of Israel requested that women be draft d 
into the armed force to improve I rael' dang r ­
ous security position. At that time, let it be r -
membered, Jews wer urrounded by Arabs in th 
ratio of forty to one. The fact that worn n had 
participated in the Haganah during the War of 
Independence and had fought ide by id with 
the men in the bloodiest of battl , lent force to 
their argument. If the enemy truck a ain, I rael 
would need every individual-trained for d fen e 
and attack. 

H.H. Oppo 'ed to Military Con cription for Cir I 

HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI at that im urg d 
h r partner in the religiou blo to join in 

opposing military ervice for all worn n, wh ther 
religious or not. Thi was a readily und r tand­
able position based on principle. Dr. Zorach 
Warhaftig, a member of the Kne et, r cently em­
pha ized the history at a rally in Israel. H aid; 
"When military conscription for girlR \: a. intro-



duced in the Kne et, Hapoel Hamizrachi vigor­
ou ly oppo ed this bill and urged the member 
of th religious bloc to join thi oppo ition, 
convinced that, becau e of our po ition as a bal­
ance of power in the gove1·nment, we could def eat 
the measure. However, when Rabbi I. M. Levin 
of Agudah won a conce ion from Ben Gurion 
exempting religious girl from the draft, the re­
ligiou bloc d cided to go along with the bill de-
pite our opposition. We felt that ooner or later, 

the que. tion of drafting religiou girl would 
come up. 

When the bill wa introduced, Hapo 1 Hamiz­
rachi succeeded in cutting the length of servic 
from 24 month to 12 month . However, 3 month 
later th government reque. t d an exten ion in 
ervic length to 24 month . When we com­

plain d, '\ e v ere told: 'Why r ~rou worri d, your 
daughters are ex mpt.' 

Vv e of the Hapoel Hamizrachi w r oppo ed 
to uch obviou di crimination between religion 
and non-religiou women and we urged the othe1· 
members of the religiou bloc not to accept it but 
we were overruled. When the law exempting re­
ligion women from military r ice wa put 
through, Hapoel Hamizrachi was able to reduc 
its bia in favor of the religiou girl by including 
con ci ntiou objector. a well.' 

Religiou Girl Exempt From Militar) 
Con cription 

Th re were many who warned again t ,uch 
a compromi which diff erentiat d between re-
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ligiou and non-religious. They claim d that it 
would be detrimental to the pre tig of religiou 
Jewry, for if it is forbidd n and immoral to draft 
women into the Army - the xemption hould 
apply likewi e to all J " i h girl . L t u b on-
istent. It hould b noted her that v n then, 

when Military Ser ice for worn n wa on th 
ag nda, not a voice wa rai d in th r ligiou. 
circle in fa or of l a ing th gov rnm nt on 
account of th Bill. A compromi wa,· l ok d for, 
and the abov arrang m nt \Vas ace pt cl. Ev n 
the repre entativ . of th Agudah in th go rn­
m nt voted for it. 

But thi law, ac ording to which r ligiou: 
girl were fr from Military 1·vic , had rgani 
fault . Fir t, som irl , whit n t r ligiou, 
actually claim d exemption on r ligious ground . 
Thi cau ed a mor critical a titude on the par 
of the draft committ e to all girl ]aiming r -
ligion a a ground for not going into h rmy, 
an attitude that brought a great d al of onfusion 
and sacrilege. econdly, from a social, and ind d 
ethical point of view it wa a highly di rimina­
tory piece of legi lation. At a time \! h n thou -
and of girl \! er fulfilling th ir obligation to 
their homeland in th arm d fore , th r girl w r 
totally fr e from any typ of s rvic . om of th 
latter took ov r the job vacat d by tho ·e who 
went into the Army. The pr and public opinion 
were arou ed again t thi obviou in quit . 

The idea was th n born that if some J wish 
girl cannot fulfill their national duty in the u ual 
rnann r, they should do it in a way compatibl 
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with their religious beliefs. It was realized, even 
in religious circles, that the situation was ab­
normal and could not Jast for long. National non­
military service was considered to be an appro­
priate solution. The Agudah and Poalei Agudah 
went along with this idea, as is testified by the 
minutes of a meeting of the Agudah leadership, 
including Jacob Rosenheim and Rabbi Senkiewicz, 
member of the M oatzoth Gdolei H atorah of the 
Agudah, recently published in the Hatzofe. Rabbi 
I. M. Levin, in a speech quoted by Hamodia, the 
Agudah paper in J eru alem, expre ed himself 
amenable to the idea of National Service For Girls. 

It should be borne in mind, however, that at 
that time the Agudah was still part of the govern­
ment coalition. They were therefore loyal, modest 
and not at all militant. The Moa zoth Gdolei Ha­
torah, u ed a a political instrument by the Agu­
dah, was dormant and did not i sue the fiery proc­
lamations they now do. 

Political Manoeuvering By Agudah 

At that point the "Historical" incident oc­
curr d: the Agudah suddenly decided to leave the 
government becau e of-Civil Service [ Those 
acquainted with the machination behind the 
scenes within the Agudah have rea on to believe 
differently. They know that it wa a result of per-
onal politic , intrigues, jealousies and opposition 

to a certain Agudah personality who was accused 
of acrificing Agudah principle for a mini terial 
portfolio. There were some who had their own 
ambition. to replace the Agudah incumbent in the 
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government. These, together with the extremists, 
had seized the leadership and compelled the 
Agudah to resign when Mr. Ben Gurion intended 
to present the ational Service Law b fore th 
Knesset. 

Immediately after the Agudah left the coali­
tion, the Poalei Agudah, heretofore th most vo­
ciferous in demanding that the Agudah re ign, 
began negotiations with Mapai about joining the 
coalition, the only difference beino- th replace­
ment of Rabbi I. M. Levin by Benjamin Mintz, 
Poalei Agudah head. The Poalei Agudah, to boot, 
obtained ome concession in the ational erv­
ice law and wa factually on the thre hold of 
joining the government. This cau ed th greate t 
confusion among the Agudah circle . It i ea y to 
understand , hat the entr T of Poalei Agudah in 
the gov rnment would m an to the Agudah, and 
it therefore mobilized the ill oatzoth Gdol i H ato­
rah and u. d ev ry pos ible pre ure to pr v nt 
the Poalei Agudah from achieving thi goal. 

Hap el Hamizrachi reque t d that the pro­
ject d law be r committed, and when it did not 
ucc ed, it tried and obtain d v ry con id rabl 

change. in the law fa ·orable to the religiou point 
of view. (Poalei Agudah wa ready to con nt to 
the law , hen it , a much I favorabl and 
without the far-reaching conce sion that have 
now be n incorporated in it.) This wa not an 
ea y ta k. Again quoting from Dr. Warhaftig : 

"Thi ituation was further complicated b 
the cabinet crisi . \Vherea in the fir t Kne t, 
the religiou, parties, by virtue of th fact that 
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they held the balance of power, could exert pre -
ure to eliminate conscription of religiou girl 
( and mo t likely def eat the entire bill, if they 
tried), in the econd Kne set with the General 
Zioni t in the Government, the religious partie 
were no longer a balance of power and were in no 
po ition to apply pre sure. Incidentally, this it­
uation came about as a re ult of the udden with­
drawal of Agudah from the government. Thi led 
to a gov rnm nt reformation \: hich w akened th 
religiou partie . 

Our Recommendation Ba ed On Con ultation 
With the Chief Rabbinate 

'A to the bill it elf, we have tri d to work 
out a formula '\l hi h would be acceptable on re-
ligiou. ground . To guaran the e af eguard 
, e have introduc d r comm nda ion a a re ult 
f our con ultation '\i ith the Chief Rabbinate. 

"\ are oppo ed to military con. cription for 
all g'rL - r ligiou or not. \Ve would prefer to 
do ·ithout con cription for m n, but national . e­
urit d mand an army." 

Thi. th m d Herve empha i , for i aid in 
und r tanding th comm nt of man . incer 
p opl who w uld hav pr f rred that we ne d 
not ha uch a bill in I ·a 1 toda . E n Rabbi 
Frank of J ru al m, on of the l ad r. in th 
fight again. t adoption f the law, tat d that it i. 
not f rbidden from an hala hie vi wpoint, but 
from a i wpoint of m ral. only. Rabbi Frank in 
th :am br ath ,va: di turb d ov r what hap­
p ned o m n ho, a cording t him, vv r . poil d 



by r ic in th Arm d Fore :. Of our.s ery-
one would pr fer a ituation in whi h an arm 
wa unn ce. ar. . But I ra 1' . curity, unfortu­
nat 1 , r quire that th maximum u. b mad of 
her manpower. 

o rabbinic int rdiction a ain. t the bill ha 
been i ued by the hief Rabbinate. gain:t th 
possible danger. which om profess to . in it 
provi ion mu t be , igh d the ri. k of i olating 
a portion of the religious community from rvic 
of th tate of L ra I and from the broad r com­
munity of the tate. It i appropriat to not th 
word. of MinL t r I[ :he hapir : 

"Om· d ci ion to upport th ational 
i e Bill come after con. ultation. with th 
Rabbinate cone rning r comm ndation. f 
ligiou. safeguard in thi bill v ·hi h ha b 
cepted b • th gov rnm nt. W ar onvinc d 
that th provi ion of thi bill .. u1 ply ampl pro­
t ction for the purity of th girl. . r ing in na­
tional ervic . n 

And again, n th da of th ot , hapiro 
mphasiz d th crucial fa tor: 

"To Hapoel Hamizrachi th J wi:h : at i a 
r alization of a centuri . old dr am. '\ liev 
that the tate and r ligion ar compatibl . To thi 
end v ar dedicated. W will not v ithdraw nor 
, ill w b a party to a plo isolat r ligion' . 
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Back to Ghetto Isolation? 

THE debate on the que tion of national ser ice 
for religiou girl in Israel has placed in sharp 

focus a basic choice for religiou Jewry: Shall i 
participate in the life of the tate to the fulle t 
permi ible mea ure or hall it retreat to a elf­
impo ed i olation built on privilege and exemp­
tions? The question, a put to the member of th 
Kne et, wa whether girl , exempted from mili­
tary ervice for religiou rea on , hall b obliged 
to perform national ervice in a manner preci ely 
quiv::ilent o th way they normally earn th ir 

livelihood. Hapo 1 Hamizra hi and Mizrachi 
voted ye . Agudah voted no. 

Th leader of Hapoel Hamizrachi, to who 
ff ort much of religiou accompli hment in th 

Yi huv mu t be credited, b lieve that only by 
hawing that the T rah is a way of life which can 

be "lived" by I rael' inhabitant , i there th 
remote t chance for weaving Torah into the warp 
and woof of th newly fa hioned Hebrew ommon­
wealth. Their. i th conviction that a tate who 
con titution i ba d on th Torah can only b 
realized wh n th Torah and tho e who uphold i 
ar not i olat d from all other, gment of I rael' 
life. That i not to imply that the way cho en b 
the Hapoel Hamizrachi con i t of a ·ucc ion of 
omprom1 m a rifle .~ \ hi h in th nd ma 

make a mock r of r ligiou ob ervanc . Yet not 
ev ry sing} threat to religion, real or imagined, 
i: t be vi \ cl a, a major catm;troph 
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The painful but real facts of life in I rael ar 
that the organized religiou forces repre ent only 
a minority of the population, and re pon ible re­
ligious leadership must be able to determine what 
is of paramount ignificance and what i a matter 
ubject to compromise. In this type of situation, 

it becomes exceedingly important to di tingui h 
between an halachic i St✓ r, a comp tent finding that 
an act i forbidden by Jewi h Law, and a sugg -
tion by a rabbinical group that a cour e of a tion 
i con id r d poor policy. The former ithout 
doubt leav no r om for di cretion an i strat gi 
evaluation. The latter, however, still ]eave th 
political action to be taken a a matt r for th 
religiou tate men who wr tle with th totality 
of the problem. Thi i a di. tinction hich th 
experienced Hapoel Hamizra hi 1 gi la tors have 
Jong ob erved and it lie at the c r of their action 
in the Kne et wh r th y r pr . ent th large. 
r ligiou part 1• 

Hapoel Hamizrachi \Von 1:ajor Conce sion in 
ational ervice Bill 

The i • ·u of con cription of worn n-be it for 
military or non-milita1·y purposes-i. a d licat 
one from b th religiou and cular viewpoint . 
The ecurity requirements of I ra I mak it n ce -
:ary for her to c n id r utilizing her manpower 
to a far greater extent than do th United tate 
of America and other we tern tate . While th 
Hapoel Hamizrachi oppo ed con cription of women 
into L ra I'. army on religiou. ground. on th 
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Chief Rabbi' advice, they took a different attitude 
to the bill to draft religious women, exempt from 
military ervice, into various forms of national 
non-military ervice. They ucceeded in winning 
important change in the projected bill from their 
government coalition partner in order to pre erve 
both the Torah and the tate at one and the same 
time. They placed their faith, as they have in the 
past, in the give and take of democratic proce e 
in the Jewi h tate, where the Sabbath Day ha 
become the official day of re t, wher Rabbinical 
law doe govern the area. of family relation hip , 
and where the law of Ka hrut apply to all g vern­
ment and army in tallations. 

hief Rabbinate Did ot Declare ISSU R 
gain t the BiJI 

U FORTlJ TELY, the Agudah partie , who 
had plac d them elve in the Kne et Oppo i­

tion la t year, appear to be using the ational 
ervice Bill in an attempt to make political capital 

both in I rael and in America. Their private 
" ouncil of Rabbi ", who have long att mpted to 
u urp the authority of the hief Rabbinate. im­
mediately i sued an halachic issur in which they 
u ed the trong t po ible term to prevent it 
acceptance und r any condition . Variou innocent 
r ligiou 1 ader , re prevail d upon to join th 
fight against he J ewi h tat . hameful proces-
ion in I rael and pick ting of the I raeli Consu­

lates in ew York and London were carried out 
under th mantl f defender. of h faith. A 
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·tatem nt uf appr h n:-;ion b_ l ·ra l':-; 'hi f Rab­
binate concerning the Bill was misint rpr ted to 
mean a anction for further attack n Zion. Th 
fact i that th hief Rabbinate did not de ·lar an 
halachic injunction again t the Bill, but on th 
contrary, permitted the religious delegate. to the 
Kne et to vote a they wi. hed. The mo. rec nt 
cable from I rael inform u that even th Chazo11 
Ish, the much respected sag , made clear that h 
had i ued no is ur, no finding that the bill was 
in violation of Jewi h law, and further expr eel 
his opinion that it wa not a matter . uffi ·i nt to 
cau e religiou partie to l av th governm nt. 

More painful than any other a:pect of th 
controver y i to see individual. and r ligiou. 
partie. repr . enting ma ter. to th public and 
manoeuvering in private in a manner which is no 
calculated to enhanc r . p ct f r Torah or for th 
efficacy of religion in rai ing th standard. of th 
market plac or the politi c: l forum. Thi. i a 
di ervice which can cau. injury long aft r the 
n ed for any fo1·m of con cription ha. pa. d. 

It i to b hoped that now that th Bill ha. 
b n pa. sed, the clamor and th shouting f tho; 
who ought to r fleet improperly on th tat and 
on the creative r ligiou. forces of Hap el Hamiz­
rachi in ra l, \ ,m b tilled. It iR t b hop d that 
the harmful ffect of th acrimony , ill be di -
ipated by the st ady growth of a religiou • Yi hu 

in I ra I whi h hine forth a th b aeon light of 
Torah for the entire world. 

It would b a grav rror • mi:. i n if , e 
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did not take this opportunity to laud the parlia­
ment of Israel for having passed at the same sit­
ting at which the ational ervice Bill was passed. 
a Bill which give the full control of marriages, 
divorces, inheritance and family relations to the 
Rabbinical Court . Great credit for achieving thi 
victory must be given to the Hapoel Hamizrachi 
which ha insi ted on it acceptance to prevent a 
plitting of the Yi huv into two camps, unable 

to live with each other. Here is a con tructive step 
which will aid in insuring that the task of build­
ing the Jewish State will continue unabated. 

. 




