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1771 N Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Congregation Tifereth Israel 
E. 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Reverend ir: 

December 14, 1954 

On behalf of the Voice of Democracy Committee I am pleased 
to extend a cordial invitation to you to serve as one of the national 
judges in the eighth annual Voice of Democracy contest . 

No doubt you have heard of this contest because of the wide
spread participation of students from public, private and parochial 
high schools throughout the United States and its territories . The 
contest, which is recognized as the outstanding competition for eri
can youths of high school age, is actively supported by the U. s. 
Office of Education. It is co- sponsore by the u. S. Junior Chamber 
of Commerce and organizations representing American broadcasters and 
the nation's radio-television manufactur s, distributors , and dealers . 
I am enclosing a folder eJ<plaining the contest in more detail. 

Each year the four co- equal national winners are entertained 
in ashington where they are customarily received by the President of 
the United States and other high ranking officials in the three branches 
of our Federal Government . At an wards Luncheon each of the winners 
is given a 500 contribution toward a university or college scholarship . 
The contest, which annually draws more than one million high school 
participants, is strictly non- commercial. 

Your service as a national judge will require very little time 
as state and territorial winners are screened before transcriptions are 
submitted to the national judges . You will be asked to audition on]y 
three five- minute scripts and we will make arrangements for you to 
listen to these recordings at a time and place convenient to you. 

I do hope that you will accept our invitation to serve as a 
national judge int ·s very worth while contest. I would appreciate 
hearing from you at your earliest convenience after which I will send 
you additional information. The national judging will occur shortly 
after the first of the year. 

J
e ectfully yours, 

h. S...,(.,-J.Ff-
es D. Secrest, Chai an 

Enc. Voice of Democracy Committee 
SPONSORID IY THI U. S. JUNIOR CHAMIII Of COMMIICE - IADIO-ELICTIONICS-TILIVISION MANUfACNIIH ASSOCIATION 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Of RADIO & TILIVISION IIOADCASTIH 



• 01ce e oc y 

WHAT IS THE VOICE OF DEMOCRACY CONTEST ? 
The Voice of Democracy Contest is a broadcast script writing and 01ong compet1t1on. Now in it eighth 

year, the contest is sponsored by the National Association of Radio and Television Broadcasters the Radio-Elec
tronics-Television Manufacturers A sociation and the United tates Junior Chamber of Commerce. It ha the 
endorsement of the Office of Education, U .. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

The sole purpose of the contest is to give youth an opportunity to consider serious) , and to peak in behalf of, 
the ble sing , and the freedoms and opportunities traditional to thi nation. 

AWARDS 

Following in-school, community and state elimina
tions, a panel of eminent Americans select four co
equal national winners. These four winners are gi en 
week-long, all-expense trips to Wa hington D.C. Be
fore a di tinguished gathering at the annual Awards 
luncheon in Washington on Feb. 23, 1955, each will 
receive a 500 college scholarship check and either a 
radio or a televi ion receiver. While in the national 
capital the winner will tour historic shrines, observe 
Congres and other government agencies in action and 
will meet man of the nation 's leaders. 

The national winners will also participate in the 
Democracy Workshop, a national youth forum caged 
in historic Williamsburg, Va., on the Wa hington's 
Birthday weekend. tate inner of the contest are 
eligible to participate in the Work hop if their spon
soring organizations provide tran portation to and 
from the re tored Colonial capital. In the famou city 
where great American patriot argued for independ
ence, the winner will join with di tingui bed gue t 
authorities for three dav of roundtable di cu sion , 
ightseeing and pecial e·ntertainment. 

Through the courtesy of the Radio-Electronic -Tele
i ion Manufacturer Association, all tate and terri

torial winners will be awarded either radio or tele
i ion receiver . 

G OWTH OF THE VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 
The Voice of Democracy ha enabled more than five 

million high chool tudent to e pre themsel e ince 

its origin in 19 7-48. Entrie have been received from 
chools throughout the 48 states, Alaska, District of 

Columbia, H awaii and Puerto Rico. Each of the past 
thr e cont t ha attracted more than one million 
tud nt . 

The ontest is appro ed by the National Association 
of econdary- chool Principal as well a many tate 
educational organizations. 

Community, state and national winner have pre
sented their scripts before numerou civic and profes
ional groups including the American Bar Association, 

the National Conference on Citizen hip and rate 
br adca ter ' associations. 

ECHANI OF THE CO TE 
The competition i open to all tenth, eleventh and 

twelfth grade tudent of any public, pri ate or paro
chial chool within the nited tate or it Terri
torie . Each conte tant prepare , preferably a a cla -
room a ignment, a five-minute broadca t ript on 
the ubject "I peak for Democracy." tudent then 
deli er their cripts orally in chool and community 
eliminations to determine the entrant in the state and 
territorial conte t . The e first elimination may be 
caged "Ii e" a are public peaking conte t . 

The community winner' cript is tran cribed by a 
participating broadca ting cation. The tran cription i 
then enc to tate headquarter for judging to determine 
the tate winner. At chi competitive le el the tran-
cription hould be identified only by code number, 

th procedure followed in the national judging. 

Re "er cont t entry probl m o VOD h adquarter , 1771 N St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 



State and territorial winners' transcriptions are for
warded to national contest headquarters in Washing
ton, D. C. The national committee auditions the 52 
recordings to select finalists. The finalists' transcrip
tions are referred to a panel of nationally-known 
citizens who hear the transcriptions, identified only by 
code number, and choose four co-equal national 
winners. 

ORGANIZING THE CONTEST 

The initial step at both the community and state 
levels is to form Contest Committees. These should be 
comprised of representatives of the sponsoring organi
zations-broadcasters, radio-television dealers and dis
tributors, and members of the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Areas of responsibility are established at the first 
meeting. Broadcasters program the model transcrip
tions and promotional "spots" at hours permitting in
school listening, provide all publicity possible and 
transcribe the voices of the community winners. Deal
ers and distributors assist with the publicity and the 
development of prizes for community winners. Jaycees 
do much of the legwork in familiarizing school authori
ties with the contest, securing the cooperation of 
educators and arranging the judging. 

Successful committees usually activate the following 
subcommittees: School Contact; Publicity; Prizes; 
Judging; and A wards Banquet. 

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE CO TEST 
CHAIRMAN 

In most cases the chairman is a Jaycee. However, 
where Jaycee organizations do not exist, it is urged that 
a radio or television station ( or a group of stations ) 
undertake the operation of the contest. 

A local committee, patterned after the state and na
tional bodies, should be formed. The superintendent of 
education and/ or high school principals should be in
vited to the organizational meeting in order to become 
personally aware of the purpose and scope of the con
test. Plans should be formulated and necessary sub
committees appointed. The chairman hould arrange 
to receive a series of progress report from tho e work
ing on the project. 

Be sure to consider the possibility of including in the 
contest those schools in surrounding communities noc 
having Jaycee organizations. This may mean conduct• 
ing several contests through a single committee. Re
sults justify this effort if additional schools, which 
might otherwise be barred, are enabled to participate 
in the Voice of Democracy. 

DUTIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEES 

The School Contact Committee calls on the school 
authorities, explains the contest and requests the sup
port and participation of the community's schools. The 
teachers who will work with competing students are 
also visited and liaison is established between teachers 
and committeemen for purposes of solving any contest 
problems that might arise. 

The Publicity Committee coordinates the efforts of 
other subcommittees in order to secure maximum pub
licity. This group prepares and distributes news re-

leases to all media. Remember that the comest is a 
tripartite sponsorship and be sure that all publicity 
adequately identifies all sponsors. 

The Prize Committee secures awards for school and 
community winners. Prizes should be publicly dis
played in advance of the contest finals, and th~ Pub
licity Committee should feature these along with the 
state and national awards in all publicity. 

Be sure all dealers and distributors know that 
RETMA is a sponsor, and enlist their aid in securing 
prizes and window dis~lays. . . . 

The Judging Committee has the respons~b1ht~ ~f 
handling judging in the school and community elimi
nations. The advice and aid of the educators should be 
sought in this endeavor in order to prevent criticism 
of the methods by which winners are chosen. It is 
vitally important to the Voice of Democracy's future 
to be sure chat this phase of the contest has the ap
proval of school authorities. Select judges who are 
experienced in evaluating the content and delivery of 
the students' scripts. 

This committee also has the responsibility of seeing 
that the winner's transcription is made and forwarded 
to the state chairman along with all necessary data per
taining to the winner. Deadlines must be observed if 
the winner is to qualify for state and national judging. 

The A wards Banquet Committee should stage a 
luncheon honoring the community winner and finalists. 
It need not be on an elaborate scale. The event can be 
highly successful in "selling" students and educators 
on this and future Voice of Democracy contests. There 
are many possibilities for expense-sharing tie-ins on the 
luncheon. In some cases local business firms have 
shared sponsorship and expense. Such a luncheon spot
light the conte t and its sponsors and offers excellent 
publicity opportunities. Prizes and certificates of merit 
can be awarded the winners and finalists by local 
dignitarie . 

HOW BROADCASTERS CAN HELP 
Radio and television cations can assist greatly in 

staging the contest. When the Voice of Democracy gets 
under way in conjunction with the observance of Na
tional Radio and Television Week, November 7-13, 
1954, the stations can schedule the model transcriptions 
at periods in which they can be heard by the students 
during classroom periods. 

Publicity and promotion through the broadcasting 
of spot announcements and special programs, including 
a pickup of the community finals, will give impetus to 
the contest and gain prestige and good will for the 
station. 

Assistance can be rendered to schools lacking broad
casting courses and equipment. Station personnel can 
offer valuable advice concerning preparation of scripts 
and microphone techniques. 

Broadcasters can conduct the contest in communities 
not having Jaycee organizations. Those who have done 
this in the past report that the undertaking has been 
well worth the effort. 

In the dosing phase of the contest broadcasters can 
aid materially in cutting the best transcription possible 
for the winner. Since the contestant will be judged 
solely by this transcription at the state and national 
levels, the student's chances for final selection as a na
tional winner are greatly strengthened if the broad
casting station will exercise care in observing the high
est recording standards in transcribing the talk. 



RULES OF THE CONTEST 
1. The contest is open to 10th, 11th and 12th grade 

students of all public, private and parochial high 
schools in the United States and its territories. 

2. Broadcast scripts are to be original; source mate
rial may be used, if identified. 

3. Voice script must not exceed delivery time of five 
minutes. 

4. Students who have been national winners previ
ously are not eligible to compete again. State and 
local winners are eligible. 

5. Broadcast scripts should approach subject posi
tively, speaking for democracy and not against other 
governmental processes. 

6. Composition of the script must be by the student, 
although supervision ( i.e., in classroom exercises) is 
encouraged. 

7. Judging deadlines at the school, community and 
cate levels must be observed. 

8. All entries become the property of the sponsors. 

BASIS OF JUDGING 

cripts will be judged as follows: 

Content 

Delivery 

Originality 

40 points 

40 points 

20 points 

The delivery element of the weighing will depend 
upon suitability for broadcast, not for oratorical or 
ordinary public speaking purposes. 

TIME OF THE CONTEST 

Broadcasting stations in your area will schedule 
six five-minute «model" talks by eminent Americans on 
the following subjects during National Radio and 
Television Week (November 7-13): 

1. Platform for Democracy 

2. Freedom of Expression 

3. Freedom of Religion 

4. Freedom to Learn 

5. America Tomorrow 

6. How to Speak for Democracy 

Ask your broadcasting stations when these programs 
will be scheduled. It is suggested that students wish
ing to compete be advised to listen to these programs 
before writing their broadcast scripts. 

High school executives may wish to assign members 
of their staff to act as judges in selecting the school 
winners. Such runoffs can be held during school as
semblies-and possibly the broadcast character can be 
sustained, if equipment is available, by having the con
testants heard and judged over a public address s 5tem. 

IMPORTANT: 

These are deadline whic 

ust be ob erved: 

to 10 High school students will pre
pare their broadcast script . 

o cmh r 22 to . O. In-school and community wide 
eliminations. All community 
winners to be announced by De
cember 1. 

J nuar • . : 

Deadline date for delivery of 
community level winning tran
scriptions to State Judging Head
quarters. (Your broadcaster or 
Jaycee will handle this detail.) 

All state level winners must be 
in hands of national Voice of 
Democracy Committee. 

If there is no Jaycee chapter in your community or no broadca ting station, 

write to James D. Secrest, Chairman, Voice of Democracy Committee, 1771 N 

Street NW, Washington 6, D. C. The Committee will help you in arranging for 

participation by your students. 



VOICE OF DEMOCRACY CONTEST 
ORGANIZATIO AL CALENDAR 

August 23- First meeting of the Community Committee. 

August 24-Announce contest plans through radio, television and press. 

September 13-All schools will have been sent special announcements of contest by this 
date. Mailing to schools to be made by the Office of Education, U.S. De
partment of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Odober 5--The National Association of Radio and Television Broadcasters will send 
to the nation's broadcasters six five-minute model transcriptions broadcast 
by eminent Americans. The transcriptions are to be scheduled during 
National Radio and Television Week, November 7-13, 1954. 

O tobe:= 19-Stations not yet re ei ing model transcriptions should notify national 
Voice of Democracy Committee, 1771 N St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 
Duplicates will be forwarded immediately. 

November 7-13- The model transcriptions should be aired during this week, National 
Radio and Television Week. Students should be encouraged to listen to 
complete series as a classroom assignment. It is important that broad
casters work with school authorities in scheduling broadcasts at periods 
when they can be heard by the students. 

November 15-20-- During this period the students will prepare their broadcast scripts. 
Broadcasting stations should be prepared to aid those students needing 
assistance. 

November 22-30-- In-school and community eliminations to be held. All community win
ners should be announced by Wednesday, December 1. 

December 15-- Deadline for delivery of community winners' transcriptions to state judg
ing headquarters. Community Committee will handle cutting of tran
scriptions, packaging and mailing. State and territorial eliminations to 
be completed by December 28. 

January 3-State and territorial winners' transcriptions shall be at national contest 
committee headquarters by this date. 

January 4-- National judging commences. 

February 7- Four co-equal national winners will be announced by national contest 
committee. 

February 18-25-- National Awards Week. National winners will spend this period in 
Washington and Williamsburg, Va. In Washington they will visit 
national shrines, observe Congress and other governmental agencies in 
action and meet many ranking members of political and public life. 
Week-end of February 18-20 will be spent in Williamsburg as guests of 
Colonial Williamsburg. Climax of Awards Week will be Wednesday, 
February 23, when winners will receive scholarship checks and radio or 
television receivers before a distinguished gathering at the annual 
Awards Luncheon. 

Refer contest entry problems to VOD headquarters, 1771 N St., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 
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Deeteml:>er 17, 1954 

t, Chairman 
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et • •• 
n 6• D. c. 

dear 'r. crest, 

Permit me to thank you o your letter of 

c ber 14th and tor your 1nvitat.1on to n. 

•• one ot the na\ional jud a in the Voi-: o£ 

• 

11 be pl•eed t do o. 

with 1 od wi"he , n 

Very cordially your, 

ABBA HIL L 

I 
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1771 N Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

·ecember 30, 1954 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
T TE 1PLE 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Reverend Sir: 

Thank you for your letter of December 17 and your ac
ceptance of our invitation to serve as one of the national 
judges in the Voice of Democracy contest . e sincerely appreciate 
your willingness to take time from a busy schedule for this event, 
but feel confident you will recognize the worthiness of this con
test when you listen to recordings of the entries which will be 
sent to you for judging . 

I am enclosing a copy of a news release announcing the 
judges so that you may know the names of other persons who will 
serve with you on this national panel. 

Preliminary creening of he winners from the 48 states , 
the istrict of Columbia, Ha aii and Puerto ico will take place 
early in January after which recordings of the voices of the 12 
finalists will be submitted to the national judges for selection 
of the four national winners . 

As I explained in my previous letter, you will be asked 
to listen to only three of these five-minute transcriptions and 
to grade them according to a formula which will be furnished to 
you. A member of the Committee, Mr . Peter H. Cousins, will make 
arrangements for your auditioning of these recordings at your 
convenience . 

If your schedule will permit, the Voice of ~emocracy Com
mittee should like very much to have you attend the Awards Luncheon 
for the four national winners to be held on :b"'ebruary 23 at the 
Shoreham Hotel in ashington . I will send you a formal invitation 
prior to the event . 

1nc . 

Cordially, 

.. ~. ~~cV-
ames D. ecrest , Chairman 
ice of Democracy Committee 

SPONSOIID IY THI U. S. JUNIOR CHAMIII OF COMMIICI - IADIO-llKTIONICS-TlllYISION MANUfACTUIIIS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION Of IADIO I TlllVISION IIOADCAITIIS 
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SPONSOIED IY THl U. S. JUNIOI CHAMAElt OF COMMlltCl - IADIO-ElECIIONICS-TElEVISION MANUFACTUIHS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RADIO I TELEVISION IIOADCASTUS 

Outstanding Americans To Judge 
Voice of Democracy Contest 

IMMEDI TE RELEASE 

Washtngton., Jan. 4 - Selection of 12 nationally-known persons as judges 
in the eighth annual Voice of Democracy contest was announced today by James D. 
Secrest, chainnan of the VOD Committee, as the national competition for high school 
students throughout the United States and its territories entered its final stage. 

As the transcribed voices of state and territorial winners were being 
sent to Washington for judging, Hro Secrest said the following notables had ac
cepted invitations of the Voice of Democracy Comrnittee to serve as national judges: 

E. La.Mar Buckner, president, U o So Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Miss Elizabeth Ellen Evans, national winner, 1953-54 Voice of 

Democracy Contest 
Harold Fellows, president, ational Association of Radio and 

Television Broadcasters 
Reverend Timothy Jo Flynn.9 director, Radio and Television Communi

cations for the Archdiocese of Jew York 
J. Edgar Hoover, director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, u. So 

Depart _ent of Justice 
Clement Johnston, president, Chamber of Connnerce of the United States 
George c. McConnaughey, chainnan, Federal Communications Commission 
Glen McDaniel, president, Radio-Electronics-Television Manufacturers 

Association 
Drew Pearson, commentator and columnist 
Rabbi A ba Hillel Silver, Coneregation Tifereth Israel, Cleveland, Ohio 
Miss Waurine Walker, president, National Education Association 
J. Ernest Wilkins, Assistant Secretary, u. S. Department of labor 

The Voice of Democracy contest, which this year set a new record in parti
cipation of students, is co-sponsored b • the National Association of Radio and Tele
vision Broadcasters, the U o So Junior C amber of Comrnerce, and the Radio-Electronics
Television Manufacturers Association. It has the endorsement of the Office of Edu
cation of the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 

Four co-equal national winners will be chosen from the state and teITi
torial winners and be brought to Washington in mid-February for a week of activities 
including a week-end partici tion in the Democracy Workshop at Colonial Williamsburg . 
Each winner will be given $500 toward a college scholarship at an Awards Luncheon 
on Feb. 23. State and territorial winners, as well as the national winners, also 
will receive television sets. 

( con i 11ed) 
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VOD News Release Page 2 

The contest is open to all tenth, eleventh and twelfth grade students in 

public, parochial and private schools throughout the 48 states, the District of 

Columbia, Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto Rico. First eliminations are at the partici

pating schools, then at the community level after which state and territory winners 

are judged via transcription to select 12 semifinalists. Four national winners are 

chosen, also by transcription, from among these winnerso This year1 s contest began 

in mid-November. 

Each contestant prepares and recites a S-minute broadcast script on the 

topic, "I Speak for Democracy." For the past several years nore than a million 

students have participated annually in the contest. 

#54-1092(159) 
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1771 N Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

January 18, 1955 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
THE TEMPLE 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi : 

Since you very generously agreed to serve as one of 
the national judges in the Eighth Annual Voice of Democracy Contest, 
we are enclosing three of the finalists ' transcriptions for your 
consideration. 

As we explained in our original letter, this judging 
will require no more than fifteen minutes of your time since 
each of the three discs you are to a praise is a maximum of 
five minutes in length. You ·will note that these addresses are 
recorded on the usual 78 RPH recordings which may be played 
back on most any home phonograph record player. 

We should be most appreciative if you will listen to 
these youngsters ' recordings at your earliest convenience and 
return the scoring sheets containing your numerical ratings 
for each of them. Enclosed is a self- addressed, stamped envelope 
for your convenience . It is not necessary to return the record
ings , but we would like the scoring sheets returned as soon as 
possible since our target date for announcing the winners is 
February 1. 

In undertaking this task , you have been most helpful 
to the sponsors of the Contest - but more importantly, you have 
served the youth of the nation. 

Enclosures 
PHC :kp 

Cordially yours , 

c:?~us~ 
Assistant to Chairman, 
Voice of Democracy Committee 

,. 

SPONSORID IY THI U. S. JUNIOR CHAMIII OF COMMIICI - IADIO-IUCTIONICS-HLIVISION MANUFACTUHIS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF IADIO I TILIVISION IIOADCASHIS 

ft1llon1iJ Jy 1h, Olk, oJ Bd#c111io-D,p1. oJ H111J1b, l!.ll•c111iot1, """ F1J/dr,-D,. Samu,J M. B,ow111II, Comm;ss,o,,., of E,luc111iofl 
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SPONSOIED IY THE U. 5. JUNIOI CHAMIEI OF COMMIICE - IADIO-ElECftONICS-TELEVISION MANUFACTUIHS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF IADIO & TELEVISION IIOADCASTIIS 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Four Students rational inner s 

Of Voice of Democracy Contest 

Washington , Feb. 4 - Four high school students who surpassed a fie l d of 
a million and a half entries were decl ared co-equal national winners of the 1954- 55 
Voi ce of Democracy contest today by James D. Secrest, chairman of the committee 
representing the three sponsoring organizations. 

The winners , chosen by a panel of eminent judges from finalists in a 
contest which included high school students from public , private and parochial 
schools in 48 states , the District of Columbia, Alaska , rlawaii and Puerto Rico , 
ar e : 

Judy Abramson , 17 , 859 Taber Ave. , Yuba City, Calif. 
Yuba City Union Hi ~h School 

Avron Joseph 1·1aletzky, 16, 1189 Ardsley Road , Schenectady, N. Y. 
ott Terrace High School 

Catherine Esther tyles , 18, 3 Red Cedar Lane , Minneapolis , Minn . 
Southwest High School 

Dwight David /alker , 17, 111 " B11 Avenue East , Oskaloosa, Iowa 
Oskaloosa High School 

One of the four winners , Catherine Esther Styles , while entered as the 
Minnesota state winner , is an international exchange student from Auckl~nc , ew 
Zealand. 

The Voice of Democracy contest is sponsored annually by tne rational 
Assoc iation of Radio and Tel evision Broadcasters , the Radio-Elec tronics - Television 
Manufac turers Association and the U. s. Junior Chamber of Commerce . It is en
dorsed by the Office of Education of the U. So Department of Health , Education 
and Wel fare. 

The contest winners wil l be guests of the sponsors durin a week ' s visit 
in ·lashington and week- end trips to Colonial • illiamsburg and ew York City . They 
wil l come to lashington on Feb .. 17 , and at an Awards Luncheon at the Shoreham 
Hotel on Feb . 23 each will receive a )SOO check toward a college scholarship , a 
t el evision receiver , and other awards. 

( continued) 
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While in the lational Capital the VOD winners will visit national shrines 
and call on Washington notables. Prior to their week in Washington, on Feb. 18-20, 
they will participate in the "Democracy tforkshop" at Colonial ·.'lilliamsburg in 
Williamsburg, Va. Following their stay in Washington they will go to New York to 
take part in a television broadcast, "Youth '£akes a Stand," on Saturday, Feb. 26, 
on the Columbia Broadcasting System. 

Each contestant who participated in the contest wrote and voiced a 
5-minute script on the subject "I Speak for Democracy." The voices of local 
winners were recorded after which state and national winners were selected from 
the recordings without identification until after the judging. 

The national judges of the 1954-55 contest were: 

E. LaMar Buckner, president, U. s. Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Miss Elizabeth Ellen Evans, national winner, 1953-54 Voice of 

Democracy contest 
Harold Fellows, president, National Association of Radio and 

Television Broadcasters 
Reverend Timothy J. Flynn, director, Radio and Television Com

munications for the Archdiocese of ew York 
J. Edgar Hoover, director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

U.S. Department of Justice 
Clement Johnston, president, Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
George C. Mcconnaughey, chairman, Federal Corrmunications Commission 
Glen McDaniel, president, Radio-Electronics-Television Manufacturers 

Association 
Drew Pearson, commentator and columnist 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Congregation Tifereth Israel, Cleveland, Ohio 
Miss Waurine Walker, president, 1~ational Education Association 
J. Ernest Wilkins, Assistant Secretary, U.S. Department of Labor 

Members of the national Voice of Democracy Committee, in addition to the 
chairman, are: Robert K. Richards and Oscar Elder, ~ational Association of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters; John H. Lloyd and Dr. Ellsworth Tompkins, u. s. 
Office of Education; Dean Borton, U.S. Junior Chamber of Commerce; Dr. G. Kerry 
Smith, ational Education Association, and Peter H. Cousins, Radio-Electronics
Television ~anufacturers Association. Mr. Secrest is executive vice president of 
RE™A. 

All four states represented by the winners have produced VOD winners in 
earlier contests and both California and 1 ew York have each had three winners. All 
state and territorial winners receive either a television or radio receiver in 
addition to local prizes. In the seven previous contests more than five million 
students have spoken for democracy. ineteen boys and 13 girls have emerged as 
national winners in the eight Voice of Democracy contests to date. 
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JAMES D. IICllst * 

Radio-El•ctroflics-T •lmsiO# 
J\f11n•f11clllf'ns A.ssoci.tio" 

IOIEIT K. IICHAIDS * 
N111io11,u A.ssociltliot1 of 

R,uJio c, T •lm1iot1 Bro.Jc.sms * 
E. F. TIUMILE 

U. S. J11nior Ch.•mber of Comm rce 

JOHN H. LLOYD * 
01/i," uf l'd1u .,t w 11 

DHl:'lr' * 
DI. G. KEIIY SMITH 

N 11tio1111l Ed•c,,tio# Associ11tio" 

JOHN H. SMITH, JR. * Nt1tioN1l Assocwiot1 of 
Rt1dio & T,kfli1io" '&-otldc,111ns * 
DR. IUSWORTH TOMPKINS 

Ollice of F.dNcaJion 
DHEW 

PETEI H. COUSINS 
Radio-El,c1,-o,,ic1-T,l•vision 

/ll•fl•/•ctllf'nl Associ111io11 

* 

1771 N Street, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
TI= P 
ast 105t' treet at nsel Road 

Cleveland , hio 

...1ear abbi : 

F bruary , 1955 

n bel alf of th oice of e ocracy noJ·mli ttee 
wis tot ank you ;or servin as a nationa La

0
e in 

t e 19 4-55 vo·c of nocracy contest . s you ay rave 
noted in t e pr ss , the ·our , i ers , selected on the 
basis of your coring and tat of' e other jud es , ave 
been a1 nounced in t e enclo ed press rel ase . 

''hese four students s· in ·ton the 
eek of brua 21 , ollov. at Colonial 
illiamsbur , an i ·11 receiv t1eir sc olars' ip awar s 

at a luncneon on ebruary 23 at t e lore a.in otel . They 
also will appear in a televicion broadcact over th 
Columbia Broadcastin ij1 tern on 11Yout ake a .... tand11 at 
2 : 30 p .m. on Saturday, ebruary 26 . I rope it will be 
possible for you to see an ' ear t' es yonng people on 
one of tl se occasions . 

are extremely grateful to you for takin 
the uime and effort to elp Qelect th s nation 1 winners, 
and I feel sure that th voic s you ard inroressed you 
ritl t e orthiness oft is co test . 

Cor iaJ.ly, 

A. 
s J.) . 

of 

S...t. ~ ~ i 
er st, G1 airman 

mocracy Co ·ttee 

SPONSOIID IY THI U. S. JUNIOI CHAMIH OF COMMIICI - RADIO-ILICTRONICS-TILIVISION MANUFACTUIHS ASSOCIATION 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF IADIO & ffLIVISION IROADCASTUS 

F,,uJors,tJ Jy th• O~• of I!.ti•ct11iot1-D,p1. of H,11/tb, &111ctttio11, """ Jl',iJ,,,,-D,. s,,,,,,,,J M. BrowHJI, Co,,,,,,;ss,011•, of b1Nc111;0,, 




