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Paid Da7 Letter 

Judge I"lng Lellnan, 
Court ot Appeal• , 

1'• York Cit7. 

Janua17 5th, 1927 

HaTe this d9-V sent the tollori~ telegram o Mr. Vogelstelns 

cutes "Dr. Wel-.man ls Tisiting .&mertoa in bebalt ot rebab1lltatlon ot 

Palestine, a oawae in which all J•s are lntere ted. Do 7ou not think that 

lt would be a graoioua and helptul aot on our Ulllon to utend an 

1nTltat1on to Dr. Weisman to attend the t conTentlon aa our p•t" J Bncl 

ot quot ' I bell••• that a word from 70 Vogelateln would help •ter1a117. 

A. B. Sll•er 



Paid ~ Letter 

L114w!g Vogelstein, 

61 .Broadwa7 

w.. York City. 

UleYeland, January 5th, 1927 

Dr. Weisman is Yiaiting America in halt of the rehabilitation of 

Paleatine, a cause in which all Jews are 1ntere Do you not think that it 

would be a gn.cioua and helpful act ot our Union to extend an 

imitation to Dr. Weiman to attend coming conYention aa our guest? 
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UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

OfflCl Of THE CtwRMJ\N 
OF THE EXECUTIVE BQ.\RD 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 

CINCINNATI 

East 105th t. Temple, at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

.. y dear Rabbi Silver, 

January 7, 1927. 

1.520 BROt\DWJ\Y 
NEW YORK 

Thank you so uch for your kind 
letter of January 6th, from ·i7hich I gather , by inference, 
that Dr. vreizman had intended to sneak at the Council on 
one of the subjects pertaining to the Palestinian question. 
As you knor, the speakers are assigned by the Program Com­
mittee , and as far as I have seen no discussion on thms sub­
ject has been prepared. Of course, a delegate from one of 
the congregations has a right, at certain times, to bring up 
any subject, but whethe I have a ri ht to _·1vite a gentleman 
ilio is not a delegate, particularly if I knou that he is go­
ing to speak on a certain subject, is ve y questionable . 

You seem to take exception to my 
dis nclination to have the subject of Palestine, Hebre 
University, etc . come up at the Council. We all are try­
ing to make the Clev~land meeting a great success . No suc­
cess Nould be possible if the meeting woul develop acri­
monious controvers·es and debates . The Progra. Committee 
h s provided a very elaborate program whi h does not leave 
muc room for discussion of extraneous m tters . Jud! ing 
by past cxperienc8 , the affairs of Erez Isroel cannot be 
discussed dispassionately on account of the senti ental 
aspect of the matter and I am sure that you, as one of the 
Cleveland hosts , ould regret it even mo~e than I if the 
Cleveland meetin~ shoul end in disunion and disharmony . 

As a practical question in the 
procedure of the Council : Even if I should h.-ve the 
authority to invite Dr. Veizman, and if Dr . leizman could 
bet the floor ~ithout authorization "rom the Pro ram Com­
mittee, any subject 1hich he vould bring up could not be 
discussed by the Council without being referre to a 
certain Committee of the Council. 



. . 
Rabbi . H. Silver 2 1/7/27 

I do not think that this is the time and place 
for me to iscuss Tith you the question of Palestine. y 
personal sympathies and antip thies have no bearing on my 
position in this matter. The only interest that I amt ink­
in~ of is t1e interest of the Union of American Hebrew Con­
gregations. 

It might interest you to kno, that I had mentioned 
t~e Cleveland meeti~g to Dr. Geurge Halpern, a close friend and 
co- orker of Dr. eizman, telling him that he would doubtlessly 
like to visit Cleveland at the time to see representative JeJs 
of the Reform ring . It never occurred to met at Dr. Halpern 
could take offense i such an invitation, ·hich as absolutely 
informal and itttout any rights and privil ges , would prevent 
hi from speaking at the Council. I am sure that I do not mean 
any o fense to Dr. eizman for whom , as I mentioned in m tele­
gram, I h·ve the highest regards nd person 1 esteem. 

In conclusion IWlnt to say that I have grave doubts 
as to 1hether I h~ve any discretion in the matter at all and 
,het er t e poHer is not vested in the Executive Co ittee in 
session ~ich, of course, has a perfect rig~t to overrule me. 

Believe me, dear Dr. Silver, 



IRVING LEHMAN 

ASSOCIATE .JUDGE 

COURT OF APPEALS 

38 WE ST 44 !':' ST. 

NEW YORK January b, 1927 

y dear Rabbi: 

I received your tele r·am of Janua.ry Jt . 
urging rre to follow up yours .e ti on to : r. Vo~elstein 
that Dr . • ,eizman shoula. be invitea by tue Union to at­
tena the fortricoming Conventi on . 

.t i le I am thor ou hl j in sympa t.tty wit y ur 
sug Testi n, I ave not c ummuni~atea. ith 1 r. Vo 6 elstein. 
~:y rea s on, frankly, is t1 J.is. 

I am, as you probably kn w, tryin to bring 
to ether the · ionists and the non-Zioni ts for co­
operati on in the v.o rk of buildin~ up alesti ne. I 
think I shall succeed. dut one of the obstacles I 
find in my path is tnat the non-lioni~ts are uisposed 
to feel that I ve g one over t t ne Zionists ana. am 
speaking for them. For that r eas on alone, I am try-
ing for t.t1e next few months to a.o no thine w 1 icn mig.t1t 
be construea. as a pro-Zi nist activity. 

Vith corct.ial gooa. wishes to y ou ersonally, 
and for the success of the Conventiun, I km 

• abbi 1~bba H. ' i 1 ver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Yuurs ve1-y sir.ce.re ' .1, 



r. Lou1 Lie y, 
114 ifth venue, 

e York City. 

1 r r. L1 sty, 

Jan ry 10 ·h, 1926. 
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