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Dr. Solomon Zeitlin 
Vrake Hotel 
Philadelphia, ennsy 1 vania 

'y dear Dr. :leitllna 

February 7, 195.5 

I was very happy to hear from you Y!J t rd y. I am 
enclosing here 1th the 13th and l hth ch pters of my 
book. I have made a draft of the 15th chapter~ 11 • hat, 
Then, Is Judaism?" but I am not so sure about including 
it in the book. I ill talk about it when I see you. 

I shall be in e-· York on i-ebruary 21st, stopping at 
the Plaza Hotel. You told me that you woul d be stop
pin at the .l>iltmore. As soon as I get in in the 
norning, 1 Ylill telephone you. 

iith warmest regar s and all good ii shes, I r in 

.. t cordially yours, 

AB HILL L SILV 

AHS 1rms 
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II.A.RPER Ci BROTU:ERS 

fA,£'/;Jlfr ~J c linoe t'tf/7 

49 F. T n, TREET 

NEW- YORK 1.6, N. Y. 

February 9, 1955 

Rabbi oba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 

1 veland, Ohio 

~ear Rabbi Silver: 

Ye terd ofe or Zeitlen ~as in the 
office and spo~e of your anuscript. 
"Ju aism and Other eligions." 

If you do not have a publisher for this 
new oook. m y • e see i f r u lication 
consi eration? 

ith all ~ood Nishes. 

::>incerely, 

E 1 ene Exman/mjl 
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~ ti t Th1riii,t,h!rd ... tr et 
York 16, York 

y de r • Fxman1 

P rm.it to than yo for your kin 
ebruary ninth. 

February l _ 1 1 55 

t of 

am putting t e finishing touche nu-
script, n her Ju aism iff ers • • I ho to ha 
it ready in about t o w eks. I w· 11 then v 
.yaelf the p easure of contacti yo bout it 
and ossibly bring it along 1th to ~ York, 

here I hope to be in the next r ks. 

i th all good shes, I re in 

ery cordial yours, 

A 1 L L ILV 

AHSarms 

I 



Dr. ola:non Zeitlin 
Drake Hotel 

:arch 24, l9SS 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

icy- a.ear Dr. Zeitlint 

I am enclosing a copy o£ the letter which I sent 
today to • tJCmBn. I believe that it covers all 
t.he points. 

As regarda a possible layman whom they may wish to 
read the book to get a layman• a reaction, perbape 
Ju,Jge Simon H. Ritkind would be a good man tor it. 
Among wri tera, Ludwig Lew:l•obn or Uarrin tannthal 
may be considered. 

·1th all good wishea, I remain 

lost oordialq' yours, 

ABBA H.I LLEL SILVER 

AHS1rma 



HARPER & BROTHERS 
PUBLISHERS SINCE I 8 I 7 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

st 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

49 East 33 rd Street, N w York 16, N. Y. 

Mlrch 22, 1955 

I have had one report on your manuscript "Where Judaism 
Differs n and it comes from a colleagu.e in whom I place a great deal 
of confidence. 

He reports that you have a well written book but one that 
is too long with what, in his opinion, are re~titions and dissertations 
on subjects that he thinks are only indirectly relevant. At any rate, 
we could not publish the bcok on the basis of his recommendation without 
asking you to see 'khat you could do to shorten it and perhaps »eke other 
revisions. 

Before getting another opinion or opinions, I need to ask 
you whether you would like to with:iraw the book rather than wait for 
further opinions. No m3-tter what other readers might recommend, I could 
not ~blish it here at Harper's without following the recommendation of 
nv colleague. Nevertheless, you 'lfi;iy feel that you do not want to make 
alterations,preferring to submit the manuscript elsewhere. If so, you may, 
of course, feel free to do so. 

Another consideration is that since you were here, our list of 
fall books has taken final shape and it would not be possible for us to 
publish your book, wider arr:, circum,stances, until after November 1. It nay 
be, therefore, that you wouJ.d like me to han:i the manuscript to another New 
York publisher uho could perhaps publish for you in the fall of this year. 

vfuat are your wishes in view of what I have put before you 
here7 

Sincerely, 

fugene ~n:ndb 

CABLE ADDRt • HARPSAM TtLEPHONE MURRAY HILL 3-1900 



dear 

I rece ffd 7 thi coimiin: to in 
yesterday. I a~.,, te 

sited J'OU a 
haw mat:.U.CJ p\. 

I a 1n ,_._.__..,.. 11 ot ..... ~~ • pt. 
I app-e flllft,.,. nta I 

t 1n apot,a 1a repetitious. 
a period our are and no\ 

conaecuti • petit.1 ly o 
can bee • can I ota.u. 

ot tions 1n it• ch ---- lennt to the 
buio ~-. or book. 

Aa to tiM or ublloa on ot t,be book, wba 
or after O'Nllber la\ 1• t.o not. \erial. be -·-on I ..... J,.j5',,.st.ed 
tM tall wa u o the J 1 J.y ay in the fall ot tJw 
year wtMtn 111111-Y rabbis gM lnoli d to epeak of tbl book or refer 
t,o 1t in 1r snwozis wbltn oonf'JPaiE'at,ione an at tbeir iax1.am a\-tend-
anae. It wo examm,le, be poaeibl tor ua re t.o at.ribute 
ti• to ais nmlONNJ at 'fbe T led n t.bat uon. 

T fun ental ion ia really • t, r you llke book ell 
nou to • nt to lls 1 • It 1•, u I tr1 d to indicate to you 

in om- oorrrer tioa n 7our ot 1 , a contro rs1al Jr lanllnl 



• 
juat.111 

1 d. 

1th ll 

2 

after. 
ce in - .,._ ..... 

• 



Mr. Eugene Exman 
Harper & Brothers 
1'9 East J3r .t 
New York 16, .1ew York 

ear •r. E ans 

March 2L, 195S 

I received "our latter th:f. . orninc f'ollcm·ng our conv rsation ot 
1 sterday. I £.ppr c~ a e t.,c c , to .. y do to ti1 hen 
I visited ou in : our of.f91c ns ell i . thought which 
you have v t,o i~~; ... . u ::ot. 

I aa intereste : .. t e -na t on, yo • r a~ .r _ ,. ,L nuscr-lpt. 
would apprcc:! te r ceivjn~ more detailed c nt('O frcm • I 

agree th ,. 'i 1e ok 11r·y . tco l n. -4 n pot, repe-
ti tioua. Th book as wr1 tten over a peri o t,hr,--e or our years 
and not cons cut," ve: 1 o . w1 pet,1 . o rt rn ,.., t r , ,..P.,I; t in 
hich of course can b eliminated. The book n be t1hortened 1-

thou h I at not a mr of any c . ss rta"'".:t01 • ::..r~ i · , ' t .. h , •. e n >t 
directly relevant to the baaio th of t.e book. 

As to th time of the publication ot the book, hether in the fall 
or after tovember lat is to me not teria • 'lhe ason I su{;.,ested 
th fall was ec-.ause of the J ish High Holy Daya in the fall of the 
year when many rabbi• mi ht be inclined to spe81C of the book or refer 
to it in theirs rnion8 hen eongreg,ations are at their maximum attend
ance. It ould, for e:rarnple, be possible for us hare to distribute 
five to aix hundred copies at The Temple during that eaaon. 

\ 

The fundamental question ie really whether you like the boo enough 
to w nt to publish it. It is, as I tried to indicate to you in our 



IlARPER & BROTHERS 

/Jl,£~Jl[<>>J cJ/nce /<f/7 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at sel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

De'lr Dr. Silver: 

49 :I-;AST 3n ~T RF.ET 

NEW YOUK 16, N. Y. 

14:lrch 28, 1955 

Your letter of Mar,ch 24 reac 1ed. Mr. Exrnan 

just as he was leaving the ,o.ffice for a few days. 
He has asked me to aclmowled.ge your letter and 

tell you that your manuscript is belllg sent to 
an outside reader .for an opinion. Mr. Exlnan ill 

write to you as soon as he receives this reader's 
report. 

Sincerely, 

Maybelle D. Brown 
Secre ry to Mr. Exman 



Il.A.RPER ~ BROTHERS 

[/),,C~Jlfe M ( hnce /d/7 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
:East 105th Street at sel oad 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

49 E ~ T 3o STREET 

NEW- y; RK 16 , N. Y. 

A ril 4 , 19.55 

1B h-ve had still a second reoort on your nanuscript, 
comin from a man who is no only hini..eelf an author 
and critic but one who is understanding and sym thetic 
of your point of view. 

On the basis of his report, we are convinced that we 
could not publish your book except on the basis of 
asking you to make a consider _ble number of changes. 
These would ha e to do with mat ers of style and the 
over all length of the book. I assu.me, however, that 
you ~:ould not want a pruning operation performed nor 
would y u care to have your style interfered with. 
Henfle there is no recourse for us but to boi out of 
further considera ion o the book. 

Yo ha e honored us greatly by letting us have thi 
opportunity to publish your book and we are sorrry that 
wear not to be 1=rivile Erl to issue it for you. That 
it. will have a good sc1~le, I have no dou· t, and I am 
sure you v, ill find a blj_sher prepared to pu lisb 
for .. ou. 

2t shall I do wi 
returned or would yo 

Eu.ene Ex:man:nrl 

the ma uscri t? Would yo 
arrange to ha e someone 

Sincerely. 

like it 
ick it up? 



IIARPER c:; IlROTIII-:RS 

Yl~£n //p)J rJince /d/7 

Dr. Solomon eitlin 
el ake 

15t ~ d Spruce Streets 
hiladelphia, Pennsylvania 

De Dr. eitlin: 

40 E ST 33n STRF.l~T 

~ EW y; RK 16, . Y. 

pi 5, 195.5 

I am so ... ry th t I h' d to say no o abbi Silver. I 
talkc to by phon just a ter o n I h d unch 
here nd ove the phone he ·aid he ouldn 1 t ~ nt us to 
publish it unlevs Te ,ere enthusiastic for it. I 

thered th t he would o be ch intere ted in makin 
revisions and ch n s. 

fter talkin ith ecided th· t it woul 
oe better if I t to another e who could advise 
uite fr kly s o hethe o not ·Je h he e a book that 

we could enthusiastically publish very much as it no is. 
his de1 ex es reall apprec·ation for ht Silve was 

attem_tin t do but did think th t the boo was unnec-
ess rily lon • d te ded to be V8rbose. In fact, his 
reco. a ion as for r ther astic cu t n if e s ou1 
dee· de ., anted to blish. 

In vie of these t o re ts, I he. ... told bbi Silver 
th e think we better ithdraw from consi eration of 
he book. I wo ld e ask you to d it a d give a 

formal re t excent r. kne 1 it ·1 sn• t fair to hol th 
manuscrin any lon er because . bbi Sil er ou ht to be 
ind. anot e blisher r1 t awa. 

ene an: b 



Mr. u gene F,man 
Harper & rothers 
49 F.ast T irty-third Street 
New York 16, NeW York 

dear • E man, 

A. 11 S, 1955 

Thank yot,. o mu h for your ki d 1 t r o-r . pr41 } th. 
I am sorry t,ha t • an,er & rothers i un~ bl~ to pub
lish 'fff1' volume. I would appreciat if you woul 
return th manuscript to me parcel po<!'t. 

I waa very pleased to have made your anquaintance. 

\ 11th all good wishes, I re n 

o~t oor ially yours, 

ABBA filLI. L SILVER 
AHS1rms 
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THE I ER SA CTUM 
OF SIMO A D SCHUSTER 

PU BLIS H ERS • 6 30 FI FT H AVE E 

ROCKEFELLER CENTE R • NEW YO RK 20 

May Jl, 1955 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

It would be difficult to make a more eloquent statement about 
your manuscript than Max Schuster's telegram to you. Since that 
telegram several of our senior editors and I have had the privilege 
and pleasure of reading WHERE JUDAISM DIFFERED, and we fully concur 
in the opinion that this is a wise and inspiring book, a magnum 
fius indeed, and one worthy of its distinguished and revered author 

s message is of vital importance to all of us -- gentiles as well 
as Jews -- and the book deserves the widest possible audience. 

It is for this last reason that I am taking the liberty of 
submitting for your consideration a few suggestions; their purpose 
is to realize even more fully the essential spirit of the book and 
to communicate this spirit to the audience we visualize for it, an 
audience commensurate in size to the book's importance. These sug
gestions incorporate notes Mr. Schuster has given me, the notes or 
our senior editors, and my own reflections after careful reading. 
There are three main points and I shall state them briefly in the 
hope that we shall soon have an opportunity to discuss them more 
fully; in this sense they are a suggested agenda for discussion. 

These points concern 1) emphasis on Judaism today; 2) scholarly, 
historical documentation; and 3) comparisons of Judaism with other 
religions. 

The heart of your book is a statement of the positive, enduring, 
and distinctive wisdom of Judaism. such a statement, we feel, could 
be comunicated even more effectively if there were a shift in emphasis 
from the past to the present. The questions so many people often ask 
are: What is Judaism today? How is it a living influence on both 
Jewish life and Western civilization? As fascinating as your historical 
account of distinctive tenets is, it sometimes tends to obscure, or at 
least subordinate to technical considerations, answers to these questions. 
And I am afraid that the large amount of historical and scholarly docu
mentation may prove puzzling and misleading to the general reader. 
I wonder if you would consider recasting the book, concentrating on the 
present and eliminating some of the highly technical and detailed 
material, much of which would be meaningful only to a scholar of your 
own rank. This is a suggested shift in emphasis only, not a radical 
change in the approach or essential spirit of the book. 



• 

The third point is, I fear, a more sensitive one, but perhaps 
it would be best for our mutual understanding to state it baldly. 
All of us have been somewhat troubled throughout the book by the 
invidious comparisons of Christianity with Judaism. Enduring spiritual 
values, I feel, are self-demonstrative; they do not need to be singled 
out and lauded at the expense of something else. I realize that such 
comparisons have an enormous controversy value, but I also feel that 
they have the final effect of weakening your rich, positive statements, 
or detracting from the dignity of a great tradition. It is for this 
reason, as well as for the reason that such invidious comparisons may 
offend and repel people of other faiths, that I venture to suggest that 
you reconsider them. 

I am sure I need not tell you how few books are ever published 
without some amount of revision. Max Schuster• s lifelong aim has been 
to publish books rather than merely to print them; publishing in this 
sense means to insure that the full value of the author and his manu
script become apparent, that his meaning be communicated as clear:cy, 
and effectively as possible. It is to these ends that I sul:mit 11\Y' 

suggestions to you, and I look forward to hearing your reactions and 
to the privilege of discussing them with you. 

efore he left Mr. Schuster asked me t o convey to you his respects 
and high regard, and I eagerly add mine to his . 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Sincerely yours, 

'1 M-in ). c;.,, I .. 
Justinn. Kaplan 



BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 
W ALTIIAM, MASSACHUSEITS 

June 21,1955. 
Dear Dr. Silver:-

The matter of your Ma. (forgive me for plunging at once in media■ rea) is an 1ntricate one. America is the one great civilization without a Sprachkultur--without respect for or sensitiveness ·to the native tongue. Hence except for •••t•p•••••• obvious elementary errors,such as are for.!! in your preliminary NOTE,your volume could be printld as it stands and evoke no unfavorable criticism in the matter or its writing,its method of expression. If,however,you are yourself conscious of difficulties and dangers in this matter and desire an approach to true clarity and correctness and even eleganoe,then a pretty elaborate revision ls necessarhy. 

I ~aven•t yet,after a pretty exhausting year,had a chance to work through the entire Ms. But let me give you some instght into the character of the problems. 

First sentence or book. "Israel" is used t.i as a geographi• cal expression,which it never was and,later,as the name of the people, the folk. "Distinct"and"separate" is tautological. "Everywhere" 1s either too vague or unnecessary. The sentence needs to be re-cast (as many other sentences too: Crossroads" is plural and should be treated as such.Empires can have crossroads; "cultures"oan not. So ket•s try: "In that small land,known for millenia as the land or Israel,a land under the S1adow or powerful military empires and their cultures,there arose in antiquity a group of men who uttered a message to their own people as well as to mankind,which made or that people,of Israel,a stngular and separate people throughout the three thousand yeara of ita historic exper6enc••" 

I'm not yet sat•afied. Nor am I satisfiM with the succeeding sentences. Can you "thrust a mission"? Isn't "at odda" too trivial! "They had no chc,ice"•••• Wouldn't it be stronger and more accurate t say: "They were convinced that the Divine Voice spoke through them and hence they left t\\eir people no choice but to accept their message." "In strange vicissitudes",mould be am6ag or amidst. 

Paragraph 2. ~ •• Judaism,• challenging and differing faith. " This is both inadequate and ant1cl1mact1c. Atleast: "•\faith that by it, ubiqueness (or singularity) issued a challenge to the Pagan w orl~." Flo-.n is the past participle or r,x. The past participle or flow is flowed• But I'm not happy about the figure of speech. •••• 

Paragra~h 3. English idiom requires: "carve in marble ••• caat in bronze." "Art" in art or life" is qu~e th• wrong word-,though I (heretic• ally) have compared the halachic frame k to the pat*ern or form of a work of art. You do mean wax ot,-1:!:l!!. r order ••••• "all else turns to • dust and ashes" •• -:--a feeble clich<iii this context. "Without which,aa we have seen,111111eorial pagan horrora can reduce great modern civilization to the likeness of the jungle." Or something like that. 

Now I must skip around. Page 2. Not ethical science but science or ethica ••• attem.Pt ~ is tr1vial ••• not illumine but(lluatrate ••• Obscurantism, a particular modern pejorative means nothing in thia context ••• radlgal 1c1pticiaa sutticea; or knowledge 1a tautological. 



BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY 
WAL TIIAM, MASSACHUSB'ITS 

✓ 
Model (P.5) must be exemplary• P. 8. transpires never means happe91 or 
occu!5■, but trana•spiro .is breathed or bruited abroad.iaxnz■iu re• 
veal• after the tact or event. Climaxigg Deutoronomay •••• There is 
no Yerb to climax •••• 

Please observe that I have skipped around for tn>ical instances 
or solecisms. It doesn't mean that pagls two to eight don't need a great 
deal more correction and re-casting. And there are 354 page■• 

So I hardly know what to say or to propose. A thorough & ylistic ✓ 
revislon,attempting to make the text both acarate and elegant--uaually 
the two coincide--would be a difficult task,requiring at the very leaat 
a number or weeka. And I couldn't,aft•• a very difficult year,at*•ai>t the 
task until very late in the summer or early in the autumn. I'm sorry. ~ 
But that is the aituation. Pleas• don't think that I•i;t aware or 
the importance or value of the work. All I can therefor o s to sub-
mit to you the facts and my own possibilities and let y ~udge aa 
to what had better be done. 

With kind personal regarda, 

Faithfully ~ours, 

i~ 1w: 
Ludwig Lew aohn 
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Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn 
31 Atla1tic ~oad 
Glau • te 1 a :Wll 'ntsetts 

ear Dr. ~-sohn 1 

I a .. ,lea8e to have had a conv 
this morn.:ng. hall • loold. 
co' ents ith a ~re·t eal o£ 1 

on 

June 29, 1955 

th you 
to your 

w I told ou over t-~ telepho , _ ohall be at the 
Palace dote , .... russels, el um, O!:l t to. t 1 to 
the sixteenth or July. 

t the sa:ne time that you are se din our notes to 
me to Brussels, I wo , d appreci te it u • ·oul re
turn the manuscript to the office or Th Te ple, 
Ans l . d at E. 105th treet, Cle land, hio. I 
hav made arrange. ents to have a friend of mine, a 
Talmu c cholar, check on my rab inio reference . 
I hop,;.ng that by the time I return, th manuscript 
will be in shape tor ubllcation. 

st re s, and all go wiehes for a 
unner to you and s. Lewisohn, I re. in 

ost cordial yours, 

ABBA HILLE ~ I LVIB 

AHS1rms 



♦ • 31 Atlantic Road, 
Gloucester,Mass. 

Dear Doctor Silver:-

JUly 6 1 1955. 

Thia letter i9anot an easy task. I am still persuaded that 
American Jewish wr1t1nTeapeciall7 ,on its upper levela,auffers from 
inaccuracy a:nd 1nelegdice of diction and structure which tend 
to lower its tone. I am not in the least impressed by a "social 
science" linguist who app•ove• barbarisms because they are in 
use. This ls the great game ot trying to eatabl1ah values by 
statistics. Hence I 1ve made a number of improvements and sug
gestions in the matter of diction and structure. I 1ve made these 
with a sort pencil,so that they can easily be erased~ and disre
g~ded. 

You honor me by asking my opinion on matters of,aubstance. 
I give you,theretore,certain views which may seem to conflict with 
convictions you probably cherish. I do so with reluctance. Yet what 
else can I doT That "History (P.3) "• •• manifests a clear upward 
movement in bu.man development" seems to me violently· contrary to 

~historic experience and to negate by implication the special re
demptive function or the Jewish people and tbe meaning of ita 
martyrdom. I do n~t like to see concepts like "development• and 
"progress~ applied to Jewish history. Unless we died for the 
eternal Law,what did we die rorT P.I. That account of the trana
tormation of nature festivals into historic festivals is too facile. 
Even Gaster ia leas ao.(p.10) Tbe whole question or the ldumeana, 

1 of which Topbee has maliciously made so much,dependa on one 
sentence in Josephua. Wolfson is certain that that entire matter 
~•eds to be revised and re-written.(P.19.) Could one ca).1 "exl•
tentialism" obscurantist! Musn I t we different!_~t• between, say, 
Sartre and o.MarcelT Ana:later: Buber is not ~existentialist .In 
hi~ eaaayl"Die Frage vo em Menschea• he'naa severely criticised 
K egard,Beidegg••,the tnch ••• (P. 21.) This is far too facile, 

'-fagain1 in its negatiTe attitlfie to Jewish integrity,originality, 
/lmlqudnesa.P.26. Again~ By what criterion were customs and ideas 

djudged outmodedJ and incongruouaf By the criteron of the Pagan 
orld on its march to AuachwitaTP.2'7 (and again and again) Were not 

the movements toward re-integration aflt•r various outbursts ot 
PaganiSII precisely right and destined and the exp&.11sive alliaacea 
with the Pagans exactly what Dhe Prophets found so grievoua. (P.2 
The distinctions made in respect of Hellenism seem to me dubious. 
P. 44. This defense of Western liberalization (so-called) has 
been totally invalidated by history. or. (forgive me) the first 
hapter of 11f1 little H8rzl biography. P.57 tt. •»an'• common 11n

'9age with the animal etc.• Totally Unpro!R~• ct. Buber•• .. ur
distanz und Beziehung. • Man maz be a ape~sJ he is certainly a 
category. The problem or language alone makes these assumptions 
intolerably gl•b and doubttul. Why should we play that game! 
P.60 rt. Too much importance attached to tie theories ot Babylonian 
influences etc. These are all grounded in malice,conscious or not Q
and the desire to eliminate the reproach of Judaism's uniqueness. 
P.95. Ah no,the irritation of Toynbee is not even on the level ot 
Nietaacbe. It is unique,spec1t1o,tbe permanne•to/ pseudo-Christian, 

1 in reality,pagan prot•st. Chapter Vis ver7 fine. P.138. Here my 
eye catches one ot those usagea that lower tone. "Judaism ha• 
ery little sympathy with tbe spiritual lone-wolt.u That'• a 
creaming incongruity--like chalk acratcb1ng In a black-bcw-rd• 

And were not the prophets lonely and hence embattled aoula\P.140. 
"They began with a revealed Law and a binding Covenant." RIGHT. 
But if that la ao,a good many other atatemnsta must be at leaat 
softened or ••re subtly juatifie4,nnsn1 t they! 
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cff PTER VII. It is right and proper that Judaism•s reasonableness 

should be stated. But when it is defended in this particular fashion, 
the impression created is one or almost sordidness and of that •accursed 
secularism" of which Hugo Bergmann complluned so bitterly and ao rightly. 
I am often dreadfully embarrassed when Jewish leaders seem to defend the 
ordinary notion ot "progresa·· as gadgets plus the welfare State and 
blame these horrors on our propheta. I would deny utterly that the revo• 
lutionary goings-on of modern Jews tri Mars and Lasalle to the little 
ex-Trotzkyites on the Partisan Revie ave any root in positive Judaism. 
They have been escapist mechanisms--e ort\toward a society in which Jews 
need not be Jews any more. CHAPTER VIII. 1/m sprry. I think the notion 
of "progress" in that sense --social progress without inner change-•is 
totally discredited and Jews and Juda~sm will discredit themselves by 
clingingt to it.Boris it of the essence. The essence of the whole matter 
is in ~be Alenu • Progress means obedience to God's Law and abstention 
from i•olatry--or man,of State,of all the idols or the market-place. And 

t,thank God, is Judaism. 
HAPTER IX. Of course."original sin:... in the Auglstinian sense 1; nonsense. 
ut does not Judaism,too,recognize deeply man's rebellion against God. Ia 

not thererore teshuvah the end and aim of life. And does not the classic:::. 
al liturgy make it clear that we need God's grace--va yihi razon m6lfanecba~ 
I'm frightened for the nobility and inwardness of Judaiam when these 
things are stated after this fashion. P.194. ~The privilege of ge.,ration 
excludes immortality.• Surely,you don't mean ~hatT Let me skip for a 

oment to the last, chapter. No 6ne ever thought ••death .. better t@&Il "life. 
But lite,being immitigably tragic 1no high religion could give up the hope 

f survival,if only.as the late H&yim Greenberg so nob}y argued 1as man•a 
demand for a moral and morally intelligible univer•t• ••• neeman l'ha• 
~hayot ■w;:hR methilll ••• and over and over. P. 212. "In spite of set
backs.~.a progressive world.• I totally deny the v~lue of the elements 

progress here stated.If even.zou forget our martyrs of ,esterday in 
Germany,of today in Russia and are willing t accept as the meaning of 
man's life the bricklayer earning more than the college instructor and 
spending that more 'on cars and T.V. seta--what hope is there! 
I look over my notes and find that from here on,except for the last 
chapter,tbey are merely on verbal matters •• E.G. P.311. "depreciation°-
should be "devaluation."' P.303. "Altogetber••--should be "at all. P.300. 
"Paradox ••• did notXJIWUX faze them--should be "discourage· or "cast down 
or any classical English word or locution. Etc.etc. ----Again I must ask you to forgive me for my--if you lile,and I wouldn't blam~ 
you-chutzpah. But you left me no choice. For you withdrew me from the 
region of 1lI.1 unquestionable competence,namely,Engliah stylistics,and 
plunged me into a region where.,. opinions are strong but my competenae 
in learning negligible by the side ot youra. 

nu asked me also to charge you a ree. Well,1n vlew or ~he whole sit
uation all I can charge you is the reading fee which educational 
text-book publishers pay for an expert•»eading,that ia,$100. Note that 
in this case l have put expert in quotes. 
My best wishes tor a pleasant and interesting summer. 
The Ms. ia being sent registered to Cleveland,as you directed. 
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