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THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

ON CHILDREN IN A DEMOCRACY 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th Street and Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

State Charities Aid Assoei tion, 
105 East 22nd Street, 
New York, N. Y. 

May 23, 194o 

The organization of the National Citizens' Committee on the 
White House Conference on Children in a Democracy is now racticall 
complete. The neople who have accepted membership to date are shown 
on the enclosed list. o publicity is to be given until the member
ship is complete and a general ~res release is sent out. 

The present situation in which we find ourselves due to the 
course of world events makes it necessary to strengthen every effort 
to safeguard the health and well-being of children in this time of 
special strain. In order that the National Citizens' Committee may 
promptly perfect its organization and develop plans for working with 
State groups which are no, being organ! ed in a nu111ber of States, 
I am calling a meeting of the Committee in ew York City on !onday, 
June 17. The meeting will convene at 10 a.m. in the Trustees' 
Room of the United Charities Building, 105 East 22nd Street, and 
will urobably last all day. 

It is of the utmost importance that e have full attendance 
nd I hope that it will be possible for you to be p sent. 

Because the National Citizens• Committee as yet h s no funds 
or budget, it would be greatly appreciated if you could attend 
wit~out expense to the Committee . However, if there are no funds 
available for paying the expenses of your ttend.ance, I shall try 
to arrange that they are met. Please let me know whether this 
will be necessary. 

v:J 
Homer Folks, Chairman, 
Organizing Group for the 
National Citizens• Committee. 
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NATIONAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
OF 

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

ON CHILDREN IN A DEMOCRACY 

OFFICERS 

Marshall Field , Chairman 

Homer Folks, Vice-Chairman 

I 05 East 22nd Street 

New York City 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Marshall Field, Chairman 
William G. Carr 
Mrs. Saidie Orr Dunbar 
Homer Folks 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.D., Secretary 

James E. West, Treasurer Henry F. Helmholz, M.D. 
William Hodson Miss H. Ida Curry, Acting Director 

MEMBERS 

Mrs. H. W. Ahart, 
Lincoln, Cal. 

Chester I. Barnard, 
Newark, N. J. 

Frank G. Boudreau, M.D., 
New York City 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.D., 
Chicago, Ill. 

Charles Gardner Bullis, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

William G. Carr, 
Washington, O.C. 

Donald Corner, 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Dorothy Deming, 
New York City 

Melvyn Douglas, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

Mrs. Saidie Orr Dunbar, 
Washington, D.C. 

Marshall Field, 
New York City 

Homer Folks, 
New York City 

George Harrison, 
Cincinnati, 0. 

Henry F. Helmholz, M.D., 
Rochester, Minn. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road, 

Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Rev. Bryan J. McEntegart 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Charles W. Taussig 

July 15, 1940. 

Floyd w. Reeves is unable to serve as 

Chairman of the Committee on Informational Material 

because of his assignment as Executive .Assistant for 

Labor Suppl for the National Defense Commission. 

He will, for the present at least, remain a member 
of the Committee. 

Sidney Hillman, It will be necessary for the Executive 
New York City Committee to fill the vacancy. Dr. Frank G. Boudreau 

William Hodson, 
New York City has consented to act . Will you be good enough to 

Most Rev. Charles H. LeBlonr.eturn the enclosed postal, registering your vote, 
St. Joseph. Mo. at the earliest possible moment. 

Rev. Bryan J. McEntegart, 
New York City 

Mrs. J. K. PeHengill, 
Detroit, Mich. 

Emma C. Puschner, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Floyd W. Reeves, 
Washington, D.C. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, 0. 

Charles W. Taussig, 
New York City 

James E. West, 
New York City 

William Allen White, 
Emporia, Kan. 

This is quite essential because for 
obvious reasons Dr. Boudreau's name will be printed 

as Chairman of the Committee in the forthcoming White 

House Conference supplement of lfThe Child", which is 

being issued by the Children's Bureau in ~ ashington. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Acting Director. 
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NATIONAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
OF 

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

ON CHILDREN IN A DEMOCRACY 

I 05 East 22nd Street 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Marshall Field, Chairman 
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Homer Folks 
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September 11, l 40. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th st. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Mr. Field bas authorized me to call a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the National 
Citizens Committee of the White House Conference, to 
be held in .Mr. Folks' office, Room 710, 105 Fast 22nd 
Street, New York City, at 5 o'clock on Monday, September 
25rd. Several matters of importance will be presented 
for discussion and it is sincerely hoped that you can 
make it convenient to attend the meeting. 

A return postcard is enclosed herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 

Acting Director. 

HIC/C M 
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October 15, 1940. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

Kr. Field has asked me to send you 
the enclosed Tentative Agenda for the 
meeting of the National Citizens Committee 
on October 21st when its relationship to 
National and State Defense programs is to 
be discussed. 

Sincerely yours, 

di~~ 
Acting Birector. 

HIC/CF 

Enc. 



TENTATIVE 

AGENDA 

N;.TIONAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
of the 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
on 

CHILDfilll IN A DEMOCRACY 

October 21 1 1940 

Trustees• Room - N~tionnl Education Associ~tion Building 
1201 - 16th Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 

Presiding: Mr. M~she..11 Field 

9:30 :~.M. PROPOSED 1~CTIVITI:J:S OF THE NATIONiu, CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
,\S i-LFF'ECTED BY N.tiTIONLiL "~D STATE DEFENSE PROGFUMS. 

(.An informal discussion of common interests, such as: 

Content of progr.:uns. 
~Vhat special services ~ffecting children 
will be promuted by the N2tiono.l Defense 
Advisory Commission thr0ugh State Defense 
Councils; ,vhn t services will be promoted 
in other ways? 
Channels of information as to localities 
needing a.ddi ti Jilt!.l services. 
Machinery for co0roinuting programs of 
St~te Councils uf Dcf0nse und StQt~ ~lhite 
Houst: Conference orgnnizat.ions.) 

1 - Federal Security Agency .......................... Wayne Coy 

2 - National Citizens Co:mmittet ••••••·•••·••••••••••• Homer Folks 

.3 - .Advisory Cornrr.ission to No.tiJn.-:1 Council of Defense 

Health and ~elfare •••···••·••••·•••••·•••·••••· Harriet FJ.liott 
Dr. Tho~s Parro.n 

Frlucl:!. ti<Jn :-....nd Training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Floyd W. Reeves 

Housing·••········••········•·••···•····•·•••·· C. F. Ptlm~r 

State Rel~tionships •·······••···•·····•••••···· Frank B ne 

4 - School and Cvllege i,.spE:cts vf N:i tionn.l Defense 
Program•••·•••••·•• John i . Studebaker 



-2-

2:30 P.M. BUSINESS SESSION OF N . .-LTION.AL CITizms COMMITTEE. 

I - Report or Acting Director·····••·•·•••••··••••·· H. Ida Curry 

II - Reports of StE!Dding Committees 

1 - Stnte Programs··•·•·•·•·••••••····•·•••••••• Dr. William G. Curr 

2 - Informational Material·••·•••·••••·••••••••• Dr. Fr:mk G. Boudr~uu 

3 - Nationnl Agency Programs•·•··••·•·••·•··••·•~ C. Puschner 

4 - Dnergency and Special Programs ............•• '•lilliz.m Hodson 

5 - Finance····•··•·····•··•·••·······•••·•····· Charles W. Taussig 

III - Studies Recommended by White House Conference 

1 - Nutrition••••••••••••••••••••••·•••••••••••• Dr. Frank G. Boudreau 

2 - Leisure-time activities~•••••••••••·•••••·•• Dr. Willin.rn G. Carr 

3 Rel • i Dr. ~~111·am G. c~rr - 1..g on . . . . . . • • . • . • . • . • . . . . . . . • • . • • • • . • . • • • ,,..._ '""' 

IV - Proposed Outline for St~te and Comrr,unity Study 
to be issued by the U.S. Children's Bur .t u ...•• K~~rine Lenroot 



JOHN W. BRICKER 
GOVERNOR 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver• 
V. Temple., 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silveri-

STATE OF □HID 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COLUMBUS 

Jlaroh 13., 1941. 

In Januar,.J of last year there was held in Washington the final 
session of the fourth of a series of White Hou~e Conferences oalled by 
the President in the closing year of each of the decades of the present 
century. Ea.oh Conference was devoted to the study of some phase of the 
care of children. 

It vm.s peculiarly fitting in these war-burdened times that the 
theme of the recent Conference was "Our Concern - Every Child". For as 
the Defense Program gets under way in Ohio it is urgent that we keep in 
mind our two-fold responsibility - that of meeting intelligently and 
adequately the many problems of sooial vrelfare which the nmv program 
inevitably will produoe., and at the same time of preserving the gains 
made during the past several decades in the care and protection o.f all 
the children of our state. 

To this end I invite you to serve as a member of "The Governor's 
Committee on the Follow-up of the \Thite House Conference in Ohio"., which 
I am appointing to represent me in working with appropriate a gencies for 
the purpose of initiating a program to put into praotioal application the 
recommendations of the 'White House Con.ferenoe as they relate to the 
social, health and educational needs of the children of Ohio. 

The first meeting of the Committee will be held on Wednesday 
and Thursday i, April 2 and 3, at the Deshler-Wallick Hotel, Columbus. 
At that time a tentative program of activities will be presented for 
discussion and action, and responsibilities and duties of members 
outlined. 

I earnestly hope that you will aooept this invitation to assume 
definite responsibility for developing an effective program for safe
guarding the children and youth of Ohio in this oritieal period. 

Please send me your answer within the next few days, if possible. 
I£ in the affirmative, a program of the April meeting will be sent you 
later. 
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TENTATIVE PROG --------
MEET I G CF THE GOVEFJJOR' S CO ,1I.IITTEE ON TEE FOLL01 1 -"JP OF THE WHITE 

-- CON:F'EF.Er E I OHIC 

Deshler-Wallick Hotel , 0Jlumbus , Ohio 
Wednesdr.y and Thursday, April 2 and 3, 1941. 

onorary CL ... irman; Gmrerr-.or John . Ericker. 
General Chairman (To be named by Governor Bri ke~ 

VEDNESDAY , AFRIL 2 
Lur.cheon Meeting 

A CHALLE1 GE TO OHIO ( ?) Governor John V. Bricker (10 minutes) 

RESOURCES D NEEDS OF 
lo -The Department of Public 'felfare . 

Hon. Charles L. Sherv1ood. 
2. The Department of Healtho 

Dr . R.H. Markwith . 
The Department of Education . 

Dr . E. N. Dietrich . 

(15 minutes) 

(15 minutes) 

(15 minut s) 
Afternoon: 

Sectional Group Discussion Meetings 

Evening : 

orning: 

Luncheon 

Purpose: To discover where Ohio ~tar.<l3 in ?.,egard to its survic0s to 
ch~ldren ; what the outstanding r.eeds are; how the~e needs 
can be met most effectively . 

1 . Welfare . 
Dr . Grace Coyle , Cleveland, Chairman ar.d Discussion Leader. 

z. Health . 
Dr . Carl iJilzbach, Cincinnati , Chairman and Discussion 

Leader . 
3 . Education. 

Dr . T. 'f. barters, Columbus , Chairman and Discussion 
Leader. 

A. THE KEEDR OF CHILDREN IN A DEMOCRACY 
Dr. Leonard . Mo.yo, Dean , School of Applied Social Scienc S: 

Western Reserve University, Cleveland , Ohio . 
B. HOW CAN Yffi PUBLICIZE THESE .:JEEDS? 

uss Eleanor M. Johnson, 1'1nnnging Editor, American 
Education Press; 0olumbus , 0hio 

T HUR3DAY, APRIL 3 

General Sessior . • 
Reports)and action n recommendation~ of 7ednesduy Afternoon Se tional 
eetings . 

1 . 
2. 
3 . 

ifelfare Section. 
HlAll th Section. 
Education Section. 

Dr . Gra~e Coyle . 
Dr . vo.rl 1'.filzbo.ch. 
Dr . ~f. 1·1 . Churters . 



.. 
»« OHIO WELFARE CONFERENCE »« 

OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

JUDGE PAUL W. ALEXANDER, TOLEDO 

MR S. JOHN DABNEY, DAYTON 
C. C . STILLMAN, COLUMBUS 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 420 Rowlands Building, 12 North Third Street 
MAin 1265, Extension 108 

Columbus, Ohio 

JOHN A. EISENHAUER, HUDSON 

JUDGE H. W. HAMMOND, LISION 

HELEN HANCHETTE, CLEVILAND 

MARGARET LUTZ, LOGAN 

OTTO W. DAVIS, CINCINNATI 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT § § MRS. EVERETT RHODES CASTLE , 

SHAKER HEIGHTS I 
ESTHER McCLAIN, CDLUMIUS 

RALPH TURNER . FIHDLAY 

L. D. YOUNG, BELLEFONTAINE 
TREASURER 

H. H. SHIRER, COLUMBUS • REPRESENTATIVES OF 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

HANNAH L. PROTZMAN , COLUMBUS 

rch 19,1941 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

DR . R. E. BUSHONG . COLUMBUS 

JUDGE HENRY J . ROBISON, COLUMBUS 

I have had a request from the Governor's office t o send you any 
availalie information in regard to the meeting of the Go ernor's Co!llTTli"t ee 
on the Follow-Up of the :iie House Conference in Ohio which is to be held 
in Columbus early in tpril. 

The Governor's gommittec is composed of about one hu...~dred fifty persons 
representing both professional and state-wide lay orb iz:J.tions actively inter
ested in the furthero.nce of progressj_ve pro ·re.ms in the fields of Welfare, 
Health e.nd Education vrith special reference to ohildren. Among the lay groups 
invited to have representation on this committee re !en1 s Service ClubsJ 
Vomen's Clubs; The Ohio Con&ress of Parents an{ eachers; The Oh:o League of 
1 ·omen Voters J The 1 omen' a State Cornmi ttoo of Ohio for Public •relfaro, Heal th 
and Education; The American e6ion of Ohio and the Legion AuxiliaryJ The Ohio 
Chamber of Commeroe; The Junior Chamber of Comneroe of OhioJ The Ohio Committee 
on Le.y Participation 'in Social ,orkJ The Ohio Child V elfe.ro Plann ing Committee; 
the Church, including Jewish, Cb.tholio and Protestant faithaJ the Ohio Branch 
of the National Associ .tion for the dw.ncement of Colored Peo!_)le; L:l°hor or-
anizations, including the c.I.O. and the A.F.of L •• The Ohio \ elfare Conference, 

and others. 

The main purposes of the 1(hite House 'allow-Up Procram in our stat e 
are to acquaint our representative citizens ~~th the needs of our children as 
they relate to \ 'elfare• Health and ·ducation, and to secure their acti e, under
standing support for a pro €_.rE'.m planned officially to meet those needs. 

It has been su ~eRted that the recommendations included in the ~eneral 
Report adopted by the 1hite House Conference, January 19,1940• Washin&ton •• c., 
entitled "Children in a Democracy" be used as a measuring stick in evaluating 
the services now available to children in Ohio. 

fednesday afternoon will be devoted to three sectional meetings -
on el fare, Heal th and ~-duce.tion, respectively - running simultaneously. Hembers 
of the Governor's Cowmittee will be assigned them eting they are to attend . 
This is the time for discovering where Ohio stands in re{;ard to its services to 
children; what the outstanding needs are; and how they crui be met most effective-
ly. competent seoretary will be present at each meetin • to take full notes 
which ill be transcribed immediately and placed in the hands of the discussion 
leader for use in preparing a report to be made at a genaal session of the oom-

ANNUAL MEETING •• AKRON, OHIO •• OCTOBER 7-10, 1941 
HEADQUARTERS: MAYFLOWER HOTEL 
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mittee on Thursday morning. 

le are enclosing a copy of the tentative program for the pril meeting 
of the Governor's Committee . 

Ptcl. s 
Enc . 

Sincerely yours 

I 
llannah L. Protzman 
Secretary - Progrrun Connnittee 
fuite House Follow- Up Conference in Ohio 



JOHN W. BRICKER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF" □HID 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COLUMBUS 

.1arch 19, 1941. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver• 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

It gives me 6reat pleas'.!re and Je~p satisfaction to request 
you to serve as general cha.i an of the committee wlnch I have recently 
appointed to represent me on the Follow-Up of the ,lhite ~ouse Conference 
in Ohio . 

This program is to be initiated at o. luncheon meetin on ,rednes
day, .b.pril second• at the Deshler-Vla.llick otel., Columbus, and will, I hope, 
be the opening shot in an invincible ficht to safeguard ~he health, happi
ness and general vrelfa e of the children an youth of ouir r;reat state, as 
vrell as to continue alon~ the road to bette t hings as Progress leads the 
•,nay. 

I have invited about one hundred fifty citizens to serve on 
this committee. They represent both ,rofessional ands ate-wide lay 
groups knovm. to be interested in the furtherance of sound educational , 
health and welfare progr ms in Ohio . I have instructed the secretary to 
send you further information in rei;a.rd to the composition of this conunittee , 
and plans for the program of the .pril meeting. 

I trust you vill accept this invitation for leadership in this 
effort to marshall the forces of Ohio for the care and protection of our 
children. 

John l . Bricker, vernor 



\ 

• rch l, 1941 

Th& Honor ble John • Bricker, Go ... rnor 
(:" te of Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 

y dear GOTcrnor rickera 

Permit me to ckno ledge your lett r of 
rch 15 to Rabbi Silver. Rabbi ~ilv r is t 

the pre ant time on the Pacific Coa8t in 
connection 1th a c paign to rai e tuns for 
over a rel1et. I shall be pl ~o refer 
your letter to hie att ntion e e returns 
to Cleveland th middl or next • 

1th beat i bee, I remain 

Very sincerely 7our, 

Secretary to Rabbi Silv r. 



The Honor bl John • Brick r 
Oovemor, t· te ot Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 

dear Governor Bric era 

Plua~e . rdon t.e lon ela in r ?lyin 
to .. ur kind etter o ch 19. .. h e ;u. t re :med 
ro a t ·o eek tour of th P clfic Coa- t n eh lt 

or ove .. ee.8 relief c ! 11?). 

I cepl • prec1. t g ... ho?J.or •• ich 
•ou h ve c nt red upon 1 1 to t-: rv 

genernl c ,lfi • n or t e c ,, i tt on the Follo -Up 
or the ,hi te ou Conf 1 nee in Ohio. I R 1 be 
-very ple sed to erve lthouth I a fraid th t I 
s all not be a.ble to in to it al t. time th t 
I ehould lik. I hope to ttend th Conf ence 
hich b n c lied for pril 2. 

1th l go wi h , Ir •in 

V ry cordi Uy our, 

AHS:BK 



THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

ON CHILDREN IN A DEMOCRACY 

Rabbi : bba Hillel Silver 
The Tern le 
To.st 105th Street and A.~sel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Rabbi Silver: 

State C.arities Aid Association 
105 fust 22nd Street 
Ne York, - . Y. 

~.1· rch 28 , 1940 

At the concl dinr: session of the White House Confere.1ce on 
ChiJ.dren in a Democrac;, \lhich uas organized last year at the sug.:es
tion of President Roosevelt, and ;hich met in W s 1in;,:ton January 1 -20, 
191,.0, it vas decided that follo -up i"ork should be underta' :cn at once 
with the obiective of doin 7 ever:-fthing O"'Pible to carry into effect 
the reco::n:'l'le:i tions of the Conference. It ., s decided to entrust the 
follo~r-up \ or:<: to t-;-:o grou s wor.:(mg in coo e tion Ti th each other, 
but each autono ,ous and h1depe'1de- t of t.i1e ot .. er a!!tl of existine 
Conference organization . The first group i'"' a ation 1 Citizens' 
Co11U1i ttee to be composed of ap :. .... d. tely 15 to 25 persons , with a 
possibil~.tv that the ma.:"i m nny be some 1at e ~ceeded. These are to 
be persons not in the service of the Feder 1 Govern11ent, an broadly 
representative of various professions nc. interested grou..> includin.:• 
persons ·;ithout profe~sional connection ~ith children ' s orl. The other 

ou is to be a Federal I ~ter-Agency Committee comnnged o: representa
tives of the Federal aeencies which have been interested in the evelop
ment of the Conference program. 

In accordance , ith these decisions of the Conference and vith 
action ta.len by the Planning Con""littee of the Conference January 20 , the 
Secretar. of Labor , ho is t.e C1airJ1ru.1 of t.e Conference ap_ointed the 
undersi :ned a.s chairman of an organizin~ committee to serve as the 
nucleus of the Nation 1 Citizens ' Committee a~d to a~J to its membership 
until the maxiIInlJll i~ reached. The othe me,bers of the organizing group 
are as follows : Willia:n G. Carr , .irs . •. idie Or Dunbar, Dr . Henry F. 
Helmholz , rilli m Hodson, and ev . Br. n J. AcEntegart . 

By unanimous action of the orga izirg groun I am authorized to 
invite you to serve as a me 1ber of the rl"tional Citizens' Committee. I 
sincerely ho e that you ilill be ·.lillin.::, to accept merabership . The first 
ta.s -~ 0f t e Co • ttee will be to outl:Lne the scone of its mrk and the 
ways by ·1hich it :nay be carried on. It is entirely a citizens enterprise 
free to develop any policies ·hich y eem to it best fitted to carr-tr out 
the general pro&ram a represented in the Conference Report and recommenda
tions. 
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A nreliminary cony of the Conference Report is enclosed here ith . 
Ith s no been sent to press ana ill be published ·ithin the next three 
or four eeks . A copy of the recommendations included in the Re ort is 
enclosed hererith . I am also enclosing a cony of the Report of the 
Follo, - Up Program, presented by Mrs . Du.nbar at the closing session of the 
Conference and adonted unanimously by the Conference . Th f ction of 
the ationnl CitjzpnP 1 rom,ittee ure described on page 4. list of members 
of the Confere~ce i lso enclo ed . 

I earnestly hope th~t you .il~ feel th t ou can accept merber
ship in the Committee and thus assist in pro:ect nich I belie e has 
great nossibilities for the elfc.re of the children of erica . 

Publicity should not be given to thi tte until t e for. tion 
of the N tional Citizens • Co,nmittee has been completed . 

Very trul yours . 

l 
Ho· er n 

0 izi? g Group for the 
n·l Citizens' Committee . 



HONORARY CHAIRMAN 
HoN. JOHN W. 81.lCKEll, 
Governor of Ohio. 

CHAIRMAN 
RABBI ABBA HILLEL SrLVEt 
The Temple, Clt11el11nd 

SECTIONAL CHAIRMEN 
Wei/art - De. Grace Coyle 
Health - Dr. Carl A. Wilzbach 
Education - Dr. W. W. Charters 

On the Follow-Up of the White House Conference in Ohio 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Lucia J. Bing, Wtl/1111 
Dr. R. G. Paterson, Health 
Mr. Walton B. Bliss, Education 
Mr. Harrison M. Sayre, uy Gro11p1 
Miss Esther McClain 

Ohio Child Wtlf11rt Pl11nnit1& 
Commillee 

Miss Hannah L. Protzman, 
Ohio Wel/11rt Con/eret1ct 

EXECUTIVE COMMITfEE 
Mr. C. C. Stillman, Ch11irm.:1n 
Judge Henry J. Robi.son, Vic, Ch1tirm11n 
Miss Hannah L. Protzman, Secre/ary 

,& t::. .. bbe. Eillel Silvor 
he Temple ., 

Clev ele.nd , Ohio 

De&r Rar.i Silver: -

420 Rowlands Bldg., Columbus, Ohio 

It is u source of the r;reatest Lr· tificc.+.in to the I:"e""1b0rs of the 
Executive and ::.1 0Gr ... 1n Cm1 ittees of t:re Gov:arnor ' s Cm ,ittec on the .F·ollow
lip of the , mite House Confcrcri.co in Ohio ., that yo t are to be the lea. er of 
this nover,ent in our 6reat str.-1.;v • 

ne hope that our .aect.:. ~ next week is to be but the t b ... ·1in of p. 

lt)nt ti!:e pror;ra.m of c£\re e.nd prd:action of th c ildren of our state . Te re 

han :·'Y 0_nd thankful that yo can be ·wi tfl us o the openin~ day, nc : rm ·J'i 11 
see fx o:n the final prolr :i ' ... 1ich is er. lose ~ that \,A l ::-.ve taken fuJ. dvant

ubo of the opportunity ye r presence affords . :..s Clm.irmc..n of t}1e Conference, 
you. ·ui11 n:r'Jside a. t ..,he ope1 • n:; meet in.,: T1hich is ~ luncheo11 or.e ba ·inninL ut 

12 : 00 o1 clock noon on 'fodnesday, April 21 and t Yllich l~ overnn .uricko ... 1 and 
t} e .Ji.rectors . ·::v .rare , Rct.A-1 tl .. ,~nc1 Ecluc""tiol1., ·rill spc • 

You are also sche u e tn open the benore.l evenin..., sessio · i..ith c.:r.. 
<ldress on "The Sif,11ific 00 of tr.is Confor0nce to Ohio ' s '"'hildrcn" • You will 

be folloue by a talk on "T!1e I"eeds of Ohio ' s Childrenn by .Jr . Leonard , . lt.yo , 
Dean, <"'ch.ool of Lpplied Socit..1 ScierJ.ces., .. esto·-n Reserve i.,ni verc:. ty ., v._ovci r.na , 

c.nd another on ' Hou can -v.o :'ublicize these :ce s?" by .. :iss E e_ or :.: . Johnson, 
1.:2.'.'1.~.u:.,~, '.ia.ito of tre - rr..oricE;.n ·:.u.uci.tion .ress ., I:r ... c ., Colnnb·..1s ., o. ·rc re 1 · ze 

this loo s li .. c '"'uJ.l eveninc but every one present hv.s cor.1e or the purpose 
of rcccivin_; help and inspiration in mal:int; this z,,ovement a rriLhtf o.nd invincible 

one in reachinl: its objectives . 

S • ~ceroly ours , 



OFFICERS 

Marshall Field, Chairman 

Homer Folks, Vice-Chairman 

M. 0. Bousfield, M.D., Secretary 
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MEMBERS 
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Rabbi Abb8 Hillel Silver, 
Cleveland, 0. 
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N~ONAL CITIZENS COMMITTEE 
OF 

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 

ON CHILDREN IN A DEMOCRACY 

I 05 East 22nd Street 

New York City 

Aprill, 1941 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Marshllll Field, Ch8irmen 
William G. Carr 
Mrs. Saidie Orr Dunbar 
Homer Folks 
Henry F. Helmhob, M.D. 
William Hodson 
Rev. Bryan J. McEntegart 
Rabbi Abbe Hillel Silver 
ChorlH W. Taussig 

To Members of the National Citizens Committee: 

Enclosed you will find a report of what 
has been done by the National Citizens Committee 
in the nine months since its organization. We 
are sending this out ahead of the meeti~g on 
April 8th, in order that it may be reviewed both 
by Committee members who expect to attend the 
meeting and by those who ill be unable to attend. 

It will be particularly useful if the non
attendants will send in, for presentation to the 
Committee, suggestions hich may occur to them, 
and if those who expect to attend the meeting 
also will review the report, the time required 
for a verbal report will be available for its 
discussion, and for the consideration of other 
business. 

EIC:aba 
incl-

I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Acting 
~ 

Director / 



r/alionaf Ctizenj Commillee 

o/ the 

Wfiile Auje Con~rence 

on 

Children in a 2lJemocraclj 



Play t ime on t he W hit e H ouse lawn. 

THE NATION'S CREA TEST RESOURCE - ITS CHILDREN 

The W hite House Conference on Children in a Democracy, 
which held its final session in Washington in January, 1940, pro
claimed its belief 

That a free people by conscious effort dnd thoughtful plan
ning can make certain that the needs of all their children 
will be met 

That they can rear them so that their capacities will be 
developed for cooperative action i exercising the re
sponsibilities of citizenship in a Dernocracy 

That they can bring up children who in turn will maintain 
and cherish their freedom. 

To this end the Conf erence addressed it self:-
"to the interests of all the children of the Na Vion and to 
every aspect of child welfare, including home life, mate
rial security, educat ion, health, and general preparation 
for the responsibilities of citizenshii: ." 

The translation of the findings of the Conference into action is a 
measure of National Defense of primary importance to the future 
of A merica . 

The essential needs oi American children, as pointed out by t he 
Conference, are to be met through wholesome family life, supple
mented, as need be, by society at large. 

The A merican child needs PA RENTS diligently eager to secure 
for him all the things essential for his nurture and safety during 
childhood and his preparation for useful adult citizenship, including : 

Perfect physical condition on entering the world, which can only 
be approached by adequate medical care to the parents 
before conception, to the mother during the whole period of 
pregnancy and delivery, and to the new-born babe himself. 

Family life in an abode offering shelter, light, air, and heat 
in winter and in addition, surroundings to instill a f eeling 
of comfort and "horniness" so that his early life may 

center and find satisfaction in the home; a home in 
which he may love, be loved, and have a sense of 
belonging; receive food of a kind and amount suited 
to his age and health ; be comfortably and suit ably 
dressed so that he will not be set apart from other 
children by reason of his appearance. 

Health education and health supervision commensurate 
with modern medical nowledge so that his health may 
be conserved, thnt he may be protected from infection 

and cured of physical ills if they overtake him, and that 
he may gain an understanding of public health require
ments for the benefit of himself and others. 

Opportunity for an education at home and at school to 
train his mind and his hand, to cult ivate versatility, initi

ative, and industry, so that in adult life he may earn a 
living and intelligently carry his share of civic responsi
bility; so that he may be prepared to cope with the 
problems of living in the world as it is or as it may be
come, in acceptable associarion with other people . 

Religious and ethical training which will cultiva e a philos
ophy upon which he can build a happy personal life in 
accord with the ;us+ demands of tho social life about 
him. 

Social, esthetic, and cultural experiences which will enrich 
his life and contribute to the fu ll development of his 
talents, whatever they may be. 

Experience in democratic living, in his fami ly, his school, 
and his community, which will give him an understanding 
of American ideals and institutions. 

SOCIETY at large should ta e whatever measures are necessary 
to assure these opportunities to every child. It should, through 
public and voluntary agencies, -

Cooperate with and assist parents in supplying for his 
needs and to whatever extent may be necessary, should 

supplement their efforts for tho benefit of him and of all 
other children similarly circumstanced; 

Provide the various forms of skilled heali h, welfare, educa
tional, recreational, cultural. and other services wh ich 
the family alone cannot supply; 

Exercise the authority of the State to whatever degree 
may be essential to protect him from want, neglect, 
abuse, or exploitation, in case he j,; deprived of his 

parents or they are incapacitated o,.. incompetent, so 
that he may have his full opportunity to be prepared 
for useful life in a Democracy; 

Conserve and extend, as needed, both in time of special 
stress and in times of peace and prosperity, all measures 
and agencies which contribute to attaining for all 
children the essentials which are recognized as basic in 
the conservation of a democratic form of life . 

• ., · --iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.;;;;;;;;;;;;===;;;;;;;;;;;=--- .(J>-" •. 



The National Citizers Committee was organized according to a 

recommendation of the White House Conference on Children in 

a Democracy, which provided:-

" Tha he function o the ational Citizens Commit ee include 

preparing and diss~min ting rin ed, visual, and r dio m erial; 

enlisting the cooperation of n ional organiza ions in studying and 

fur hering the objec ives of he Con er nee; cooperating with gov

ernmental agencies in mat ers relating to he folio 1/-up rogram· 

and assis ing the S a s and Te ri .ories in the development of Sta e 

and Territorial programs ada ed to the needs and interes s of 

each S a e.'' 

Many state and national organizations are taking steps to follow 

up the White House Conference findings by studying their applica

bility to state and local conditions, so that steps may be taken to 

bring to each American child, wherever he may live, an opportu

nity to develop into a strong, loyal, intelligent, and responsible 

citizen. 

The preservation of Democracy may ultimately depend upon the 

steps now taken in behalf of America's children. Children of today 

cannot wait a solution of the present world problems - they may 

have to solve them. On the grown-ups of today rests the obligation 

of preparing the children of today to meet post-war conditions, 

whatever they may prove to be -- to train them so that they may 

courageously face the rough road that lies ahead. 
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A;,ril 5, l 40 

Mr. Homer Polka 
State Charities Aid Asaoclation 
105 East 22nd Street 
Ne York, l'. Y. 

My dear Mr. Fol a, 

Y,.ur kirrl letter dated " tt.reh 28 E. or arded 
to me by ~u'. Fred :p . Roehler. 

I appreciate vur Kind invit tlon to .arve ae 
a member of the ,l~t..tlonal Ci izen. Co ittee, and I 
shAll be very pleReed to serve. I h V$ received the 
Conrerence RePQrt a· ell aa tho re oi"'t ot the 
Follo~-Up Program and I thank you for both. 

remain 

Ver:, cordiall7 yours, 

AHSaBK 



JOHN W. BPUCKIER 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF OHIO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COLUMBUS 

Rabbi Ab" Hillel Si1~-er , 
The Te. l e , 
Cl ev-el~.n ~, Ohi o . 

Dec r Ra-o i Sil ver : 

-01: r c 1 tion in 
the r c.nt Fl ~i ·te House 
Conference in Olio is dee ly n recia ted . 
I -rant ; ou to h n -e thi~ ·oer 011:tl n'Jte e~ -
~re.sin ~ th~t ~ mr eciPtion in beh~lf of 
thP t!':lte of Ohio el .. m: o ·m er. onal 
~eelin in them tt r . Your con ri ution 
I knO\ , dcled much to the ucce"'"' of th 
conf rPnce . 

our r..:..ncer 1 r , 

,T, : gee 
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Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
·rhe Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y dear Rabbi 'ilver: 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Marshall Field, Chairman 
M. 0. Bousfield, M.D. 
William G. Carr 
Mrs. Saidie Orr Dunbar 
Homer Folks 
Henry F. Helmholz, M.D. 
William Hodson 
Rev. Bryan J. McEntegart 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Charles W. Taussig 
James E. West 

At the annual meeting of the ational Giti~ens Committee 
of the l, i te House Conference on Children in a Democracy, the 
nominating committee, appointed by llllr. Fiela, con~isting of Dr. 
Boudreau, Miss Deming, and Dr. Helmholz, presented a unanimous 
report through iss Deming. allowin g the re >ort , your re-elec
tion a a member of the Executive Committee as unanimous, as 
was that of the other membe . 

·rhere ere seven embers of the at1onal Citizens Com
mittee present, anct proxies of thirteen others were of record. 

Very truly yoQrs , 

~ 
Acting Director 

HIC:aba 




