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SYNAGOGUE 

1 

CONGREGA TI01'T RODEPH SHALOM 
Broad an-:! Mount Vernon Street, 

Benjamin F. Teller Memorial School 
S. W . Cor. Broad and Jefferson Streets 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
105th St at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba.: --

. RABt 'S OFFICE 

1400 ..JEFFERSON STREET 
?HILADELPHIA 

January 25 , 1927 

-
tl,~,/'/ 

LOUIS WOLSE'i 
Rabbi 

Bell Telephone, Stevenson 7194 

Mr . Jacob ~,. Mack tells me that he was seated in front of you at the 
time of the Union's discussion of the Social Justice program, and t",.at 
JOU made t·1e statement to your neighbor that durin my entire career 
in Cleveland, of eighteen years, I had never once spoken in favor of 
Social Justice, nor raised my hand to serve the striking workingman. 

If you made this statement, I want this letter to enter a vi orous 
denru.rrer. I have manuscripts in my barrel to show the contrary. 
Further'llore, before your coming to Cleveland, I had interceded with 
the employers in the Cloak and Su~t ndustry for the ending of the 
very serious strike which took plac in CleveJ.and many years ago. 
Even before I crone to Cleveland, my position on the question in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, ,as consistent t my record of the lo.st t 10 

years. 

If this ,as the motive of your disappointing failure to support the 
platform at the Cleveland Convention, I must confess my surprise that 
the principle of Social J_µstice was to be regarded or dis egarded by 
you on personal grounds. Even if tle statements you are report d to 
have made, were true, I could not understand why you should make 
Social Justice the sufferer so far as your 01n co-operation is con
cerned. 

I watched your vote on the several articles of the platform v,ith great 
care, and I noticed that you voted i~ favor of every compromise to 
which I las forced to agree, and thus gave 3id and coTifort to the 
employing class. 'You will therefore under;...tand 1hy I am completely 
mystified that you should have so signally reversed to position, in 
favor of rhich you so eloquently argued at St. Louis, and which you 
have consistently upheld throughout your entire career. 

However .. the most disappointing feature of your opposition was your 
vote in favor of the elimination of the paragraph which assured the 
,,orkingman of a welcome to membership in and administration of the 
synagogue. You perhaps did not realize that you yourself gave the 
inspiration to this plank in the platform, for at the annual meeting 
of the Federation of Jewish Charities in Philadelphia, you criticized 
our synagogues rith being bourgeois, and you asked this very 
significant question: "Why is the ,orkingman not on our Synagogue 
Boards?" 



SYNAGOGUE CONGREGATION RODEPH SHALOM 
Bro11d and Moun~ Vernon Strffts 

Benjamin F. Teller Memorial School 

S. W. Cor. Broad and Jefferson Streets 

#2 - Rabbi A. H. Silver 

RABBI'S OFFICE 

1400 JEFFERSON STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 

January 25, 1927 

LOUIS WOLSEY 
bbi 

Bell Telephone, Stevenson 7194 

The plank in the platform was a forrm.l.lation of your own suggestion. 
That you should have voted against it passes my understanding. I 
Tias very mightily discouraged by your vote. You advised me to 
ignore completely Hr. Lowenstein's suggestion that I soft-pedal the 
whole subject of Social Justice. I took your advice, and your 
failure to support your o~m suggestions was disti~ctly disheartenin. 

For~ive my saying these things, but I feel that you have done violence 
to a sacred ca.use, which I have always felt you took very much to 
heart. 

i1 th very kind re ards, I am 

Sincerely yours 

L .7 : R J 
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Rab bl George Zepln 
Synagogue and School atension 
'~erchants BU1lding 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

-. 

r r J 

Please send me special del1Tery copy of original draft of Social ustice 

Creed introduced at recent Union Convention. I want the original draft. 

(Signed ) A.H. Silver 

) 
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Alfred M. Cohen-Cincinnati 
Dr. Henry Cohen-GalDUton 
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Gustave A. E(roymson-lndlanapol1s 
Arnold Falk-N.., Orl«uu 
Lee K. Frankel-N- Yori 
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Robert P. Goldman-Cincinnati 
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Jacob W. Mack-Cincinnati 
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Roscoe Nelson-Portland 
Adolph I. Newman-Clnrlond 
J. K. Newman-New York 
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Milford Stern-Detroit 
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I. Ncwton Trqer-Clncinnati 
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ROOD Tl AL FEDE 

Telephone Canal 7345 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI 

February 
Second, 
1 9 2 7. 

Dr. A. s. Silver, 
Congregation Tifereth Israel, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am in receipt of your telegram 

Honorary Memben of the 
Ezecutive Board 

Ben Althdmer-N .. Yori 
lauc W. Bernhdm-Louinllu 
JOliah Cohen Pilubur1II 
Adolph Kram-CAu:o,o 
Henry Moraa,thau-Nn, Yori 
William Omstdn-Cincl.nnali 
Simon W. Roeendale-Albany 
Cllarla Shohl-Cincinnatl 
Adolphe Wolfe-Portland 

and in accordance with your request am 
sending you enclosed a copy of the original 
draft of the Social Justice Platform, as presented by Rabbi ~olsey on behalf of his 
Committee. 

GZ:VH 

1th kindest personal greetings, I am 

Very sincerely yours, 



I 

I 
f 

I 
' 

0 .. 
Copy DH ----

1. The recognition ot the principle of mutual service through 

the performance of economic tunction as fundamental to our 

social philosophy rather than the acquisition of wealth. 

2. The recognition of the dignity of the laborer and the 

debt of society's dependence upon the effort of the toiler. 

~- That human rights take precedence over the rights of property. 

4. That labor is not a commodity to be bought or sold or coer

ced but is an attribute of human life. 

5. The recognition of this duty on the part of employers and 

employee alike to exercise in the adjustment of their own 

rights a due regard tor the paramount rights of society. 

6. The duty or the synagogue to assure the working man or a 

welcome to its membership and its administration. 

7. The duty or the synagogue and its pulpit to speak courage

ously on the righta of labor tor the victims or social and 

economic injustice as part or its prophetic function to 

speak the truth • 
• 

We furthermore recommend to the u. A.H. c. that (1) 

the committee on Social Justice become a permanent committee 

of the Union. (2) That due consideration be given to the 

establishment ot a department ot social action whose business 

it shall be to secure a oonaenaua or economic opinion on 1n

duatr1al and economic questions and to study them from a Jewish 

point ot view and to keep the synagogues of the Union inrormed 

as to the development of thought and activity in the field of 

Social Justice. 



Re.bbl Louil olNJ, 
l'K>O Jefferson Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

r dee.r Rabbi oleey, 

Februa.rr 4th, 1927. 

n:rat le, me take up aome of the 
mis-statemen'ta 1n yota l lt&r of J&nuary 25th. 
You say that Jou wato· d me vote on the aeveral 
artiolee 1n ,he platfona which Jou aubn11ted to 
the oonnntion w1 th grea, can and that JOU 
noticed tilat I voted 1D t vor of every 0011p:rcai■e 
to wh1oh you ere· . oro a to agree ll.lld 1 thu gafl 
aid and o fo:rt io thee plo,S.~g olas •. 

I reo 11 ·hat I voted o o 
of your r OOIIIMtndaiion • bad o do 1 b ,i. 
flrat article in whioh tile wo:rde "r ther Ihm ,. 
a.oqu1alt1on ot wealth" were atrio~n out. 

I voted in faYor oi the caia•ion 
of these worde 'beoause of th 1:r red1Klda.noe and 
beoauae of a possible refleotlon upon the Jewa. 

You will reoall that when it waa ~ 
geated that item four be atruok out of your progi-am 
I lnaiated that it ahould be 1noluded and that I 
auggeated an even more intensive :read.in of your 
artiole ,which you gladly aoceptcd end whioh wu 
adopted by the oonventi ,n. 

t1ole aix oonoernin the 
duty of the synago to a aur the workin n a 
weloome to ita memberah1 d 1ta administration 
beoauae the statement •welcome to its memb rabip" 
viti ted the whole item. Tou know that the ■YQ&gogue 
baa always welcomed the workingman. bat I oalled for 
1n Philadelphia waa the 1nvit1n of the workingman on 
to the Temple ~•here hie p rtioular point of view 
would be of rea.l value in form i ng oonr regational thought 
and pol1oy. 



ebruary 4th, 1927. 

I did not ap &k bout elooming the workingman 
to the eyne.goE:-i.ie • Had th1 a arliole been retained 
ae you rote 1t, it ould ~" been se lo a e.rul 
unjuet reflect1~n upon the synagogue. 

You will also recall thAt t oted IS@:ipsl_ 
Rabbi roster's draft of Brt1cle enn. 

It 1s quite atupld of you to tle: eet that I 
renrsed tbe position wb1oh I took in t. Lou1a. 
You ~~w ~it- r. A.-It 1• not I wbo need juat1f1oat1on 
in the m tt ~r o: ., Ollnai slant att1 tuoc io ard 
■ooia jiw t to:, , t you. the fli.ne year:a tba t I 
• a 1n Ol~Ye and I 46 noi reo lone 1n t anoe 1n 
whioh you raised v:0,.;.:r YOioe n 'be - o .... 't . oauae 
of tbe e■ loy ca . n any indu tr1 !. . During 
the e nin .. 1 nrs • e DAd 1n Ole c - d nny n r ot 
a't:r1btt, some of them of grea t aett i u neas. In no 
lnatMOe 41d you r&1ne you~ Yoioe and 1n no 1naianoe 
did y u upport me ~1en I r ,. e, •Y voice. hen I 
ba4 my eer1ou controYerey with the OhBmber of C eroe 
reUl1ft to ita an,1 ... labor prograa, 1n which the whole 
que tlon of t e open and oloaed ahop and the rt ht ot 
labor ,o be npreaented through it own pok a an were 
lnYolnd, Jou were 1ilen1. You were 11lent also 1n 
,he building ••rlkea, in the ateel atr1ke, in the Belle 
Vernon ilk• rite aAd 1n num rous other ins\ ioea when 
a bl t of your pre sen, enthua1 em fer the cau A of l nor 
would Ye been very much 1n place. Anci m n who followed 
your ou er prior to uy uoa1ng to Ole eland ve 1ndl
oate \o ae \bat th1 had been your attitude q 1te oon
■latently. 

So thnt et tbe oonv ntion I co l.ld not r preaa & 
bit of ulio ow, humor when I held you ln wbat ••• ed 
to me to be -< role of n z , lo on rt battlir, for 
Jeho't'ah. Let me uaure you, however, that J tno•ledge 
of theae facts had n thing wba.tev.r to do 1th my aot■ 
of oa1aa1on or ccwmta■1on at tbA oonvent1 . I knew 
thee f ot in St. Louie ,oo ..... 



ry 4th, 1927. 

I w .. m det 1ned edn ade.y mornin by 
2'• Toob nd 81.\0ther ember o tbe building oommi tee of Temole Emanuel •ho deaired ,o uke a thorough atudy.of the buildin and bei hoat, I could no wel refuse. arr Ted t ,he oonYention just tor to the cloe f th me ning ea ion. nn If 1 had been tLta orn 1 e al )n I ■i«ht ve basit t~• to hot I ~•train t~om- utio1~at ng io any of the dla·u dion of the oooYent1 n. T waa o~ until prutiually ib olu o! the ocnvo tin 1 • • ,edn.,aday 11eitt he 1 t ohairmRD, 1 3 .1n~t, y e,pr.a ~ h .a a ublioly aokno le d, f raed ie o t o ay a f w •orde to ibe gatea. 

Has I been edn •• 1o~n " anu bad I poten, I woula uggeated a r - um _ aia o· ir re ort o .iurtner study and reYi■ion or ob t •oreed" and y ur pre bl, part• of wnlob I 1no aeen, palp ble eY14eaoe of te, e•iiur!n.-:." t 1J >a. et t1n - tue aame uniortunt:.ie lit a Jl oh characterize your letter to me. Thus your tatement inat beoauae I faYored oertain amendmen,■ to your oreed and beoauae I •a• not preaent to nartioi t 1n the 1 o sions earlie n ,he d y I • did Yiolenoe to aaored oauae" and • • 1 and 00111ort to the ploy1n,, o l a - is o learly h uae. 
In •al~ ,._ 1 I ., 'th t ltbo ~h 1) r of the Social er-vioe 002 aslon of e Union . 1'1o an Hebrew J•J > g ion , I 11 n the re· ort which you were to eu1 tu _l t afternoo r1o lo the day •• ita ubai 1on. Tbe you ahowed me a buaoh of paper• but vu did uot lv•• he o to read. enrtbele you e oted 3 bl nket ondursume t of l ou note. If you w re o anxious for mr auppor and depended o much upon 1 t, why did you not le.ke the trouble to ee d ae a oo. y ot i re ort • ya ad oft o that I 00114 taa111 rize myee f with lt and if neoea1ar1 rci~ aome eugpationa. 



J'ebnlU'y 4th, 1_~ 7 • 

You •e r < b. 1n ttu t ! cons! ntly uphel the oau -,f oo1al ·uetio hrot.tghout my nt1 e career ,i I ab.all, by tbe gr .oe o.c God, continue to o n t u•ur - not mere1• in ao~ 1c "' 1souse1 on ~nd. r.t'n 1ncc nte ll"t convent1one b ·, ·n areo f,o oonom1o etrug lea t ,~orue hen pe • jn he oUA •o d tr1eo t nn•~ oul. 
·c u 

y s n rel 
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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

Officers 
Ho,v,rary Prnidcnt 
CHAIU.£S 5HoHL 

Chairman of Exicutiue Board 
Luow1c Vocm.sTBIN 

Viu-l'ruidcnu 
JACOB W MAcK 
MAllcus RAuH 

MAURICE D. Rose:NBuc 
JULIUS RosBNW ALO 

Treruurer 
N. HENRY BBO<MAN 

Executive Board 
Marcus Aaron-Pitt1bur1h 
N. Henry Beckman-Cincinnati 
David M. Bressler- New York 
David A. Brown-D.iroit 
Edgar M. Cahn-Nn1 Ort.an, 
Alfred M. Cohen-Cincinnati 
Dr. Henry Cohen-Galouton 
David W. Edelman-Lo, A,,,.t., 
Gustave A. Elroymaon-Jndianapalis 
Arnold Falk-N1111 Orl«uu 
Lee K. Frankel-Nn, Yorlt 
Mrs. J. Walter Freiberii-Cincinnati 
Julius W. Freiberg-Cincinnati 
Dr. Samuel H. Golden9on-Pllubur1h 
Robert P. Goldman-Cincinnati 
Simeon M. Johmon--Cincinnati 
BenJ. Lowenstein-an.land 
Jacob W. Mac:k-Cinclnnati 
Henry L. Mayer-San Francilco 
Edwin B. Meillner-St. Louil 
Dr.Julian Morgenstern-Cincinnati 
Roscoe Nelson- Portland 
Adolph I. Newman-Clnrland 
J . K . Newman- New York 
Adolph S. OcM--NN Yorlt 
Herbert C. Dettinger-Cincinnati 
Henry Oppenhelmer-Baltimor, 
Carl E. Pritz-Cincinnati 
Marcus Rauh--Pittlbur1h 
Maurice D. Rosenberg-Wa,hin,ton 
Julius Rmenwald-ClakQ6o 
Jerome J. Rothschild- Ph iladelph,a 
A. L. Saltzatein-M ilwaultn 
Louis Schle.tlnger-Nirwcrrlt 
Meier Steinbrink-Brooltlyn 
Horace Ster:n-Philad.tphia 
Milford Stern- Detroit 
Dr. Joseph Stolz-Claica10 
Roaer W. Straus-Nnu York 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger-NR> York 
I. Newton Trager--Ciru:innali 
Ludwig Voaelsteln-N.w York 
Felix Vorcnberg-.Boston 
Aaron Waldhelm-S1. Loui, 
A. Leo Wdl-Piusbur1h 
Herman Wilc-Bu//afo 
Albert Wolf-Phibulphia 
Rabbi Louis Wolscy-Philad,lphia 
WIiiiam B. Woolner-Peoria 

S.C,,ca.ry 
RABBI GEollGB ZBPIN 

AuiltOlll S,cr,cary 
RABBI JACOB D. SaiwAU 

Field R,pr,unlalir• 
RABBI MICHAEL AARONSOHN 

!IQ 

D 

Telephone Canal 7345 

MERCHANTS BUILDING 

CINCINNATI 

March 
Sixteenth, 
1 9 2 7. 

Dr. Abba H. Silver, 
1485 E. 106th St., 
Cleveland, o. 
Dear Dr. Silver: 

Lf 

Honorary Memben of the 
E:secutive Board 

Ben Althclmer--NftO Yorlt 
luac W. Bernhelm-l.ouinill, 
JOliah Cohar--Pitubur1II 
Adolph KraU9-ClakQ6o 
Henry Morgenthau-Nni Yorlt 
William Ornstein-Cincinnati 
Simon W. Rosendale-Albany 
Olarles Shohl-Cincinnatl 
Adolphe Wolfe-Portland 

I have the honor to inform you that pur
suant to the action taken at the last meet
ing of the Executive Board, the Chairman has 
appointed you a member of the Connnission on 
Social Justice. 

The full membership of your connnittee is 
given on the attached 11st. 

Will you be so kind as to aclmowledge this 
letter indicating your acceptance so that the 
cormnittees may be printed in the year book. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

GZ~RH 
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SYNAGOGUE 
Broad and Mount Vernon Streets 

CONGREGATION RODEPH SHALOM 
RABBI'S OFFICE 

LOUIS WOLSEY 
Rabbi 

' 
Benjemin F. Teller Memorial School 
S. W. Cor. Broad and Jefferson Street• 

1400 JEFFERSON STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 

- r,_, r / 

Bell Telephone, Stevenson 7~ 

Rabbi Ab~ He Silver 
~. 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleve Ian:\, Ohi 1 

Dear Rabbi Stlvar:--

April 5, 1927 

You are a member of the Commission on Social Justice, or the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations. In that capacity, may I ask-you to give me your reaction 
to the following matter which has been referred to our Committee, by the Executive 
Board or the Union: 

The Commission on Social Justice made the following recommendation to the Cleveland 
Council: 

"We further recommend to the incoming Executive Board of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, that the Commission on Social 
Justice be continued, an1 that due consi1eration bo ~iven by the 
Executive Board to the establishment of a department of social 
action ,:-zhose business it shall b•3 to secure a consensus of econ
omic opinion on industrial ani economic 1uestions and to study 
them from a Je~,ish point or vi'3W and to keap the synagogues of tha 
Union informei as to the developm13nt of thought and activity in 
the field of Social Justice .0 

I should say that the 
ever, the second part 
to report on iilay 29th 
Departrnont of Social 

F.xacutive Board decided t.o continue the Ccl11!'1lission. Ho -
of the recommendation was roferroi back to our Commission, 
to tho Exeoutivo Board "on the advisability of creating a 
,\ct ion." 

I think it is not sup~rfluous to stato that both the Protestant and Catholic 
bodies have such a Bureau. ·1 1oul:i it not be an unprogrossive step for the Union 
of Amerio an Hobro"'l Congrogat ions to refuse to ostab lish such a department as might 
onable tho Liberal wing of Judaism at least to koop 9&00 with those other donom
inations, 1"1ho are committing thomselvos with such oom.'llOndable zoal to the entire 
study of Social Justioo? It is almost too muoh to oxpoct busy rabbis and laymen 
to givn to this subjoot tho oarnost study which it roquires. If tho Union had a 
Buroau which could dodicato itself oxclusivoly to a study or tho ontiro subjoot, 
wo might bo in a position to spoak with moro authority than wo can now. 

I thor3foro urgo upon you to consider with groat caro tho subjoct of tho ostab
lishmont of such a ~opartl"lOnt, undor Union auspioos, and to lot mo havo your 
opinion as soon us possible in order that I may prosont n Commission report to 
tho mooting of tho Exocutivo Board, whioh is to oo hold in Cincinnati, on May 29th. 

:'Tith vory kind rogards, I am 

Vory tncoro;!J91,rs 

A4l, U, ") /V tr{ 
Chairman 
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IA 
THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE SYNAGOG & SCHOOL EXTENSION 

NEW YORK 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATHAN J. MILLER 
Chairma,i 

LUDWIG VOGEi.STEiN 
Viu-Chairma,i 

MORRIS H. ROTHSCHILD 
Viu-Chairman 

MBIBR STEINBRINK 
Vic•-Chairma,a 

BBN ALTHEIMBR 
Tr•cuur•r 

ISAAC LANDMAN 
&u-,ary 

DAVID M. BRESSLER 

EDWARD R. CoHN 
LEE K. FRANKEL 

HENRY M. Got.DPOGLE 

PHILIP J GooDHART 

ELLIOT LEVY 

PHILIP H. LUSTIO 

AooLPH S. 0cHs 
ROGER w. STllAUS 

ARntUR HAYS SuLZBBRGER 

HENRY M. TOCH 

RABBI J ,\COB B. Pou.AK 
Ma,aa,n 

New York Office 

CHARLIU 5HoHL, Cwt,inali, 
Honorary Pruuurit 

NEW YORK EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TELEPHONE: BRYANT 7129 

1520 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dea.r Dr. Silver: 

April 11, 1927. 

Referring again to your letter declining to serve on 
the CODlllittee on Social Justice beg to state that 
Mr. Vogeletein would like to send your letter to 
Rabbi Woolsey - it you don't object. 

While similar atatementa have been made by others, 
nevertheless they consented to serve. 

It you prefer to have me cnrnDNDicate " the feeling'' 
in the matter without using names I will do so. 

Am writing this at the request of Mr. Vogelstein. 
Would you mind dropping me a line to Cincinnati 
where I will be in a few days. 

With kind regards and cordial Passover Greetings, 
I am 

GZ.G 

Sincerely you.rs, 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
LUDWIG VocELSTBIN, Nno YorA:, 
Chairman of tlw Ez-=uti~ Board 

VICE.PRESIDENTS 

ADVISORY BOARD 
ADOLPH S. Oats 

Chairman 

N. HBNRY BBCKMAN, Ctnctnna11 r,.am,., 

J ,\COB w. MACK 
Ctncinnati 

MAllCUS RAUH 
p i11,11u,,1i 

MAURICE D. ROSENBIIIIG 
Wculitn,ton 

Juuua ROSl!NWALD 
Cllica,o 

RABBI GEORGE Z i::PtN, Cinci,inati, 
S«r•ta,y 
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