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GENERAL ZIONIST 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 

To the Leaders of 
the General Zionists, 
Telaviv. 

Dear Friends, 

---- --
IRELAND 

73, Staverton Road, 
Brondesbury Park, 

London, . 7. 2. 

18th August, 1955. 

Now that the first shock of our defeat at the Knesset Elections is over,we General Zionists of this Country (working in conditions which are more difficult for General Zionists than in any other Country and who are constantly attacked and criticed by the Progressives and apai) deem it our sacred duty to impart to you our considered o~inion concerning the bitter defeat which had been foreseen by us talthough naturally we did not publicise our apprehensions). It would be a crime if we were to minimise the significance of our defeat and its consequences by shutting our eyes to the very grave mistakes which inevitably brought it about. 
(a) Ou_:i:. mistakes are entir~ly due to the fact that our leadership to~ f~~~uBntl_y desired to run with the hare and hunt with the hounds. Take the "Kastner Case". It is almost impossible to ·imagine a more abnormal situation than the one created by our party after the judgment of the District Court. Ve did not move a resolution of no-confidence. We -did not even vote for such a resolution. Yet after having abstained, we refused to leave the Government and it was only after we were ejected that we began to sound the alarm about t e truly horrible aspects of the case. Meanwhile, we in Britain had the greatest difficulty in explaining the childish behaviour of our party in Israel. The whole credit for the Kastner episode went to Herut and rightly, while we lost all along the line. 

(b) Q_ur ~r!Y-_ s~ould have beco..!!!.§_ t~anti-Mapai party. Israel was yearning for such a party. -rt is because we put forward healthy anti-Mapai slogans that we scored a great victory at the Municipal Elections four years ago. But we had not the moral courabe to become the real party dedicated to the task of uniting the maximum number of Israelis. ,e had not the moral courage to defend our just demands. 

Cc) Mr. Rokach's action i~ regard_~o Sabbath observance in Jerusalem caused -great bitternes among those Jews in Israel and the Diaspora who were ready to support us. 

(a) Ou.r p~ty~rightly demanaeg__the 10• limitation clause, Btit when npai vatn t eir Progressive sa e i es re use o carry it out, we, instead of' leaving the Government, remained inside in e shameful position and reve~led to the world that like Mapai we are also reaqz to s_tll our principles ~o r~!,ain office. Thus vve threw away the fruits of our splendid victories and killed our high prestige all over the world. 

(e) In Anglo-Israel relations we, Genere-1._Zionists, were, in the pas_t~lwa~~ for active resistance to Britain while the Progressives an part of Mapai were elways ready to appease. Yet when we entered the Cabinet we completely forgot our glorious tradition. We thus foolishly threw away here also the fruits of our past participation in the struggle for Israel's freedom. 



(f) Unlike Mapai, we are not a class party. Ue are the party of Kol Israel Chaverim. ---We have to try to unite the maximum number of -:fews-aIT over the world behind our flag, the flag of Theodor Herzl, the flag of General Zionism, and not of the so-called Progressives. Yet, despite our twenty-three members in the Knesset, we continued our unfair and sinful cohabitation with the Progressives. We continued to negotiate about merger with those who, as we told you repeatedly, boasted that they vvould "twist round their finr;ers these selfish ignore.n-c Lev2.ntines". Nov, they gloat over our defeat and their unexpected additionel votes. 

(g) V/hen our lecders visited this Country they behaved in a strange m~nner quite unsuited to the conditions which prevailed. They negotiated with our political opponents v7:i thout our participation. After every such meeting the Progressives here ridiculed us and our leaders in public. It is only necessary to read the "Jewish · Observer 11 to see how they ridiculed us and our leaders. ·ile here have to suffer bitterly be_cause of this. ::9ut what could we do, when our leaders were so self-coni'ident, and took no heed of our words. The behaviour of the Israel General Zionists in the intern~tional Zionist movement was so maladroit that it not only brought us to despair in this country but also shocked our U.S. brethren. 

(1) Rabbi Silver, like all of us, has his weaknesses, but Rabbi Silver is the leader ot_ General Zionism in the Diaspore. Yet he was not used before or during the Elections in spite of all our urging. 

We are doomed to decline and to become an insi6nificant force in Isi""ael and Qerhaps to vanish entirely from the international Zionist arena unless radical chancres are effected immediatel. We have a difficult time -before us. No one eels it more than we do in Britain. Great personalities and great movements can convert defects into victories, but, if our movement takes the line of least resistance and adopts measures such as the dismissal of its staff without correcting the mistakes of the leaders, then we are indeed lost. 

T~e_yJ_tal ch~nges which_are indispensable, in our view, are the foITov1ing ~ -

(1) An_~_mnl_e_d~ate~b:;'~k with th~ ~rogressiv~~ -out_ti]!fi an end_ to the ![o~~<!__q~rg'ederat1on. The present stupid, undignified game of constantly unsuccessful attempts to merge must stop. There is a. deeper gulf between us and the Progressives than between Progressives and Mapam~ 

( 2) !1.!.el'~-=h~_f!O hope whatever of saving the _General Z~_o_nist partl as an isQ).ated part*. If we continue as such, we have no future, 1-Ne must become t e central force uni ting all anti-Mapai ™--e~J.st forces in Jewri. We .must try to unite with Herut and with the non-Marxist religious elements. 

(3) We must take upon ourselves the heevy responsibility of creating 
~ st~o¥e non-Marxist anti-Mapai movement, aiming to abolish the last obstaces to free initiative and P3rsonal (instead of absentee) Zionism, by destroying the remaining so-called Socialist controls and monopolies. We must openly declare that we are more socially !,_dvanced that Mapai and even than Mapam and that we alone ca.n restore confidence in Israel's economic stability, confidence undermined by Mnpci and Histadrut. We must fight for the netionalisstion 
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of the transport and health services against the reactionary policy 
of Mapai and other Marxists . 

(4) In foreign policy, we must fight the diplomats of the London 
School (Sharett and others) who cannot shake off the traditions 

of the unhappy policy inherited from Dr. Weizmann of begging favours 
from Britain. Our ~oreign ..J2._0licy must be fre~ f.£_om adve_Q,tures but 
must aim at the erection of norru~l relatio.!1s with all lsrP..el 's 
n~if_tib:o~T~~~2-:!1~-t~e. r~s -~o,_,rat:i.on t)f-nQF~~l--fro"iIITer rel?.tio_p.s ;-ff 
~ce~ary 1?x.l.~0e. In our foreign policy we, who are free from 
all pre -conceived doctrines, must remember the tremendous changes 
which e.re now in progress in the vmrld and not tie ourse_lv_es to any 
bloc of Powers. Our motto for the present must be 11 F-riends of all 
vvho des ire our friendship but allies of none 11

• We must be for 
:ree.l peace all over the world and e spe cie..lly in Israel v1here 2.n 
illegal war is still in progress. 

(5) .:Z~~~st contin½~ou~or~ect policy i~t_he field of edu~_?vtion 
3:.,n t_~~ _ _!ewis~?,_ wax_ _ ?f _life ~-~d of religion (which. w~ manifested 

by our vote for the Jev,nsh marriage laws) and react simile.rly where 
the same policy demands n respectful attitude to Jewish traditions 
(pig-breeding , Sebbath, missionaries and the like). No Israel 
party ce.n grow strong which offends profound Jewish religious feel
ing. 

(6) Vie mus~oppo~ by every means the introduction of Ben Gurion 's 
Electio1!__S.Y..§..!.~1!· This sJrstem would ensure the almost 

permanent domination of Mapai and its lackeys. Instead we must 
insist on our 10% minimum clause. --------=--_,_-..c_11 _, _______________ _;__ 

(7) The time for our p:i.rticipation in the Government is over. 
Under no_~i:r:cuI!_lSt~~es ~ou]£_~ur-~eaders cccept office unless 

there is a real emergency and then 2._nly together vrith Herut nnd 
Agu~. 

(8) Above all, vie General Zionists must be for economic indepenq-
. .-§..~':!_c~~1ot self ~suffic~~- Self-sufficiency means producing 

within Isrc .. el all the necessities of Israel. Real economic 
inde_p_~n~~c_e mea_n_E._ _th~1- Israel produces or buys e.11 thTngsnecessary. 

( 9) The present policy of Mapai e.nd its hangers-on inevi t~bly 
d~pends on large-scale schnorring. This s chnorrin,~~e_us_~ne_.§E_ 

~~ er:1p.~g_~s th_~ foundations of t~-~ -~1§1-t e, d ~m~~£.1 is es i t_§ __ in.s ~j-_tu tions 
.~.fi£._V!_O~~ers_ and_ crea~~~ condl_!io_ns of i~9..redible parasi•~~s~1:.c'!, 
.£2.!'FUJ2..~,~Q_g. For example, there are in Brit2.in more thc:.n thirty 
institutions and movements at present engaged in raising funds 
publicly for Israel. As a result, Israel is losing its prestige 
and reputation. The word "Isre-eli" is becoming s;:[nonymous wi. th 
§._c~o~r~- The tragic weste which goes on here and in Israel is 
the direct result of schnorring. We must make clear both in Israel 
and in the Diaspora that this cannot continue. 

We have sufficiently outlined our views. We are sure 
they correspond to the thoughts and feelings of tens of thousands af 
true Zionists in all perts of the world. Their loyalty, like our 
?wn, remains unshakable. We are confident in our eventual triumph 
if only we really take to he2..rt and profit by the bitter lessons of July 26th. 

Yours in Zion, 

SAMUEL LANDMAN. 

Chairman. 
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GENERAL ZIONIST ORGANISING COMMITTEE 

OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

To the Leaders of 
General Zionist Movement. 

Friends, 

73, Stavcrton Road, 
London, N. w. 2. 

19th September, 1955. 

At long last a definite date has been fixed for tho twenty
fourth Zionist Congress, viz. July 10th, 1956, and we must now devote 
our close attention to the great task of mobilising all the forces at 
our disposal in preparation for the political struggle at tho Congress. 
WG cannot afford to suffer a defeat in the Congress Elections after 
the recent defeat in the Knesset Elections. 

We who have been for so long engaged in a deadly political 
struggle in Britain - the headquarters of the Weizmannites, Progress
ives and neutralists - have bitter experience of the unscrupulous 
tactics and backstairs intrigues of our opponents and we Jmow that they 
will stop at nothing to defeat our movement at Congress. We must be 
prepared in advance for all tho traps and snares which are certain to 
be put in our path before the Congress and at the Congress itself by 
Progressives, Semi-Progressives and Neutralists under the leadership 
of Nahum Goldmann, Israel Goldstein and some members of the British 
delegation. W3 must leave no opening for them to cover up their 
manoeuvres. 

The following steps seem to us essentials 

(1) We must without delay put an end to our "partnership" with 
the Progressives in the s0-callod "World Confederation of General 
Zionists". We must publicly leave it, if we cannot drive out the 
Progressives from it. 

(2) We must at once demand that our friends and supporters in every 
country should have the absolute right to a list of Congress Candidates 
under the heading of General Zionists. It is particularly important 
that no Congress list containing Progressives and/or Neutralists shall 
be permitted to use the ti tlc "General Zionists", as the Progressives 
in Britain and some other countries intend to do. In every country 
steps must at once be taken to secure that Genoral Zionists should have 
their own list and that no Progressive or neutral or doubtful person 
should figure on such a listo 

(3) It is essential that from October onwards Continental Confer-
ences of true General Zionists should be held in Europe and in North 
and South America. These Conferences should be followed by a World 
Conference of General Zionists devoted exclusively to our policy and 
procedure at Congress. The sooner these Conferences are held the better 
for our prospects of success. The latest date for such a World Confer
ence seems to us to be December or January next. 

(4) In several countries the Progressives are tho dominant party 
and our friends, the true General Zionists, are deprived of all possi
bilities of conducting a Shekel and Election Campaign. This is par
ticularly the case in Britain. Our party in Israel must at once issue 
an appeal to our friends everywhere, especially in the United States, 
to establish a "General Zionist Congress Election Fund". This fund 
should finance our Congress Election Campaign, particularly in the 
countries where our friends are without means because of the dominance 
of Progressives and so-called neutralists. 

(5) Zionism has suffered enormously because since 1946 the World 
Zionist Organisation has had no President. The main factor in prevent
ing the election of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver as President of the World 
Zionist Organisation at the Zionist Congress in 1946 was the "British 
Commonwealth bloc". This bloc was a stratagem devised by the Weizman
nites in Britain and carried out by Bakstansky and his confidential 
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emissary Baum, then secretary of the General Zionist Administrative 
Committee of Britain eJld Editor of tho Zionist Review. Tho character 
of this emissary is revealed by tho fact that he was implicated in dis
honest dealings with Zionist f'unds and disappeared. 

Who can estimate how many Jewish lives were sacrificed and what 
favourable cpportunities were missed b...,cause our great Silver was not 
the President of the World Zionist movcm nt during the critical years in 
Palestine. Let us not forget that, despite this treacherous blow against 
him by the ProgressivGs, it was mainly thanks to Rabbi Silver that the 
United States and the United Nations sided with Israel in the three crit
ical years 1947-9• 'Silver for President' must accordingly be our rrein 
slogan for the Congress Campaign. 

(6) It is high time that Nahum Goldmann and Berl Locker should 
vacate the positions of joint Chairmen of the Jewish Agency. They are 
between them largely responsible for the tragic decay in the Zionist 
movement. Goldmann is a very artful negotiator, but lacking in vision 
and foresight. Did he not strongly oppose the proclamation of the Jewish 
Sta½e in May, 1948. At a time when our movement needs above all inspir
ation, we need a different typo of leader. 

Berl Locker has brought an incredible muddle into the affairs 
of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. He can never rise above the narrow 
circle of petty party politicso We in Britain are still suffering from 
his pernicious influence. His authority and reputation have been based 
solely on his "success" at the British Labour Party Conferences. These 
Conferences year after year adopted pro-Zionist resolutions which were 
thrown completely overboard as soon as Labour came to power. One breath 
of Bevin blew all these resolutions to the winds. During his stay in 
London Locker bitterly opposed Ben Gurion 1 s brave farsighted and states
man-like policy and it was Locker who together with the Progressives out
lawed Ben Gurion in Britain. After such "successes" Locker's rightful 
place is to be relegated to the 'dustbin of history'. It is the tragedy 
of the Zionist movement that these two .. J n should have remained its 
leaders for so many years while the great Silver has been kept in the 
background e 
(7) Before and at the next Congres s we must try to secure a united 
front of all non-Socialist Zionists against the bloc comprising Mapai, 
Progressives and neutralists. We must in particular try to secure a 
united front with Herut, the movement with which we were so closely con
nected in the heroic days of the struggle in Palestine. We must not 
forget that Mapai and Progressives did not hesitate to deliver members 
of Herut to the Mandatory Power in those dayse 
(8) We must also aim at a united front with all non-Socialist 
religious elements. With these potential allies our policy must be 
liberal and flexible. The grave and costly mistakes committed by Rokach 
in religious questions must never be repeated. 
(9) An Election manifesto must be issued at once by our party in 
Isreal directed to GenGral Zionists all over the world. Such a manifesto 
can only be provisional. The definitive manifesto must come from the 
World Conference of General Zionists in December or January. It would, 
however? be a mistake to wait till then for a provisional manifesto. But 
this requirement should not be permitted to delay its publication at the 
ear lie st possible moment. 

These suggest i ons are prompted by our ardent desire to profit 
by the lesson of our r ecent serious setback in Israel. Our party's only 
raison d'etre is that Isreal and the Diaspora are indivisible parts of 
one great Klal Israel. Hence our defeat in Isreal can be partly offset 
by success at the Congress. If we succeed at the Congress it may lead to 
a triumphant comeback for our party in Israel which we all earnestly desire. 

Our leaders must n2ver again confuse and frighten away their 
followers by trying to run with the hare and hunt with the hounds. Our 
party needs a clear and distinct policy and leaders who can be absolutely 
relied on to stick to it. With both these things we are certain of 
victory in the Diaspora and in Israel. 

With best wishes for a Happy Now Year, 
Yours in Zion, 

Samuel Landmann. 



GS ERAL ZIO IST ORGA -IsI_G co MITTEE 

OF GREAT J3PITi1I A .. ID IRELAND . 
------------------------------------

To The Leaders of 
·--General Zionist Movement. 

Dear Friends, 

~ow_to Regain Lost Ground. 

73, Staverton Road, 
London, N. VI. 2. 

18th November, 1955. 

In our two previous letters (of August and September) we showed how absurd it was for our party leaders in Israel to 
pursue a policy of running with the hare and hunting with the 
hounds. Their failure to react properly in connection, for 
example, with the Kastner Case, the inequitable income tax 
discrimination in favour of ,1apai, relations with ~estern Powers 
and Arab 0tates, and especially in regard to our relations with 
the Proeressives, revealed a preference for sitting between two 
stools, which brouGht upon our movement a spectacular defeat at the last Knesset Elections o 

The only opportunity which now remains for recovering 
the lost ground is at the Zionist Con6ress in July 1956, but if 
our Party cor-tinues its present line it is sure to suffer a 
severe defeat once a0ain, and this might result in its total disappearance. 

Up to a few days ago, and since tre new Government 
unc.er }3en···G-urion was formed, we observe the same kind of contr&-
dj c+::.ons in our policJ. Thus Peretz Bernstein, for e:ramp e, 
ri3.l1tl~r calls for a wide Coalition Government (leaviilf, out the 
Co mmv.nists) and speaks of a pi-'eventi ve war as being justifiable 
in certain circumstances. Our Party quite properl cannot enter the present Government consisting of Socialists (Secular and r-..;lig j_ou~ l. .n.t the very acme titie our 'pnrtners11 in the ,Vorld Conf edera
tion, the Progressives, with whom we keep on discussing terms of 
merger, are inside the Government . Does this make sense? Such 
a Sociali3t Government is from every point of view harmful to the 
present interests of Israel ·hen Soviet Russia and Conservative 
Britain are alike trying to wipe out Israel and when our main and 
perhaps onl-:· hope is the United States and particularly American 
Jewry. A Socialist Government of Israel cannot but alienate 
American Jewry and paralyse the efforts of United States 
politicians in their desire to help Israel, in view of the 
approachinJ Presidential Slection. 

Is it not tragic as well as absurd to find that our leaders, whose principles of home and foreign policy are sound 
enough, continue in practice to sit as partners with the 
Prosressives, the stooges of .iapai , in the World Confederation of 
General Zionists. How ridiculous for our party which refuses to 
join the Pro2ressives in the Government, to sit nevertheless with 
them in the Confederation. :e cannot expect the Zionist world to take sue_ a movement seriously. 

No one will deny that to-day more than ever world Jewry and Israel need a strong General Zionist movement inside and outside Israel. Never •11a s the leadership of United States Jewry 

Over/ 



-· 2 

and particularly of Rabbi Silver so essential as nowo Israel dare not miss making the most of the present favourable conjuncture in the United States where both political parties must for many ree.sons vvoo the Jewish votes by supporting Israel . The world-famous rolitical commentator Vialter Lippman recently stated that it was madness to ima~ine that the United States could at this time permit an attack on Israel. 

The Share~ts, Goldmanns and Bakstanskys continue their bl inc~ and treacherous policy, he,rmful to Israel in the past and danzerous to Israel in t~e future. Here in Britain the Conservatives are strongly entrenched in power and Labour can have no decisive influence for four or five years. eglect of the :British Conservative Party at this critice.l moment is not:.in · short of treachery. Yet the ruling clique of the Zionist Federe,tion, consisting of Poale Zion and their Progressive stooges continue to neglect completely political work amon0 Conservatives and to restrict their efforts exclusivelJ to the Labour Party. The onl~ reason for this is that the British Poale Zion is an integr2.1 part of -che ~t3ri tis:_ 1a·) our ?arty. 

Yho.t i.rmnedia-ce steps can be taken oy our pe.rty in Israel? They should (1) openly anc ct once break wi~h the Progressives in the v orld Confedere..tion either bJr publiclJ leaving it or "by expellinG the ProEressives inC'luding those who call themselves N( eut::r2.ls in J3ri t2,in such as Sagall, Janner, Bakstansky, etc . , 2) start 2.n immediate campaign for the election of Silver as Pres:.r~snt of the Zioni3t Or
0 anisation, ( 3) convene a World Conference of General ~ionists within the next two or three months. This conference should ~e held in the nited States end should have Per0tz :~ernstein 2nd Silver as joint Presidents. 

The inept foreign policy of Israel hn.s made many nev enemies o..s v,iell 2.s losing valuable friends . Genernl tionism cc.n come to the rescu2 by uni ting all non -Soci2.list forces who are devotsd to the St~te of Israel. Any delay, hesito..tion and irresolution, no matter how ebly explained or justified, could spell the end of our party and movement . 

Yours in Zion, 

SAMU~L L DM 

Chairman . 
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DR. I RAEL GoLDSTEIN 

President 

MRS. SAMUEL w. HALPRIN 

Da. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

Vice Presidents 

ABRAHAM KRUMBEI 

Treasurer 
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Secretary 
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Zv1 HERMAN 
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0''''~" Cl'l,"J.., 'tll M"~,,pn nrnti.-n 

W orld Confederation of General Zionists 

501 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
Phone: MUrray Hill 7-8446 

Cable Address: GENZIONIST, NEW YORK 

Special Notice to all Confederation Branches 

October 24th, 1955 

Dear Friend: 

The Sixth Session of the Zionist General Council 

which took place in Jerusalem last August was the final 

meeting of that body before the next World Zionist 

Congress convenes in Israel on July 10th, 1956. 

The significance of the Shekel as it remains, for 

the present, the basis of representation to the Congress, 

was stressed. The following resolution was adopted: 

In accordance with article 80 of the Constitution, 
the General Council resolves to confirm the 
Emergency Regulation published by the Executive on 
January 17th, 19550 Simultaneously, the Execut
ive is authorized by the General Council to ex
tend the deadline of the Shekel Campaigns up to 
January 31st, 1956 at the utmost, if serious 
reasons justify such measure with regard to cert
ain countries. 

This means that the closing date of all Shekel 

Campaigns is - January 31st, 1956. 

We are issuing a special call to all Branches of 

the World Confederation of General Zionists in all 

countries to intensify their Shekel Campaigns r rom now 

until the closing date - January 31st, 1956, and to ex

tend the sale of Shekolim throughout their communities 

to the utmost. 
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It may be that many of our leaders, occupied with important organ

ization activities and work in their communities such as fund-raising 

CaJDi&igns, etc. may tend to underestimate the importance of their Shekel 

activities. We therefore wish to emphasize the importance of the Shekel 

at this time. In large measure our strength and position at the forth-

coming Congress depends on it. 

As long as present procedures exist only Shekel-holders have the 

right to vote in the elections to the Congress. It is vitally important 

therefore, that we seek to register a large General Zionist Shekel enrol

ment so that we may have a strong and effective representation of General 

Zionists, from every country, at this important Congress. 

May we call your attention to the fact that at the Actions Committee 

meeting in Jerusalem last August it was decided to repeal the following 

resolution adopted by the Actions Committee in Jerusalem in 19541 

Rights of Electoral Areas in the Diaspora in which Polling 
takes place 

"Every electoral area in the Diaspora in which polling takes place 
and in which at least 25% of those entitled to vote go to the 
polls shall, with regard to their representation on Congress 1 enjoy 
the same status as Israel does under Sec. 25, para 4 of the const
itution of the Zionist Organization." 

This means that only Israel is accorded double representation for the 

Shekel. Thi~ situation imposes upon us an additional responsibility 

since the bulk of the General Zionist constituency is outside Israel. 

/is we represent the bulwark of the Zionist communities throughout the 

Diaspora, which provides leadership, spiritual strength and impetus to 

Zionist endeavor, we must make every effort to translate this position 

into commensurate representation at the next Zionist Congress. 

We earnestly appeal to all our Branches, therefore to concentrate 
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their efforts on spreading the sale of Shekoli■ to all members, 
friends and sympathizers of our great General Zionist Movement dur
ing the coming months, to January 31st, 19;6. 

With your whole-hearted co-operation we shall be able to take 
our rightful place at the World Zionist Congress in Israel next 
July 1956. 

Trusting to hear from you as to your progress and success in 
this Shekel Campaign, we are, 

Sincerely yours 



G SNERA~ ZIO IST ORGA TIS I_ G cor, MITT EE 

OF GRE ~1. i.RITAI~ .t ID IRELA ill. ------ -----------------------------
To The Leaders of -------- -General Zionist Movement. 

73, staverton Road, 
London, N.' .2 . 

18th November, 1955. 
Dear Friends, 

~~v~ to __ ~-~~~-I]--~2._s_t Gr_2_und. 

In our t\vo previous letters (of August and September) we showed how absurd it was for our party leaders in Israel to pursue a policy of runnin6 Yv:.. th the hare and hunting with the hounds. Their failure to react properly in connection, for example, with the Kastner Case, the inequitable income tax discrimination in favour of dapai, relations with ~estern Powers and Arab 3tates, and especially in regard to our relations with the Protressives, revealed a preference for sitting between two stools, WI'-ich brou0 ht upon our movement a spectacular defeat at the last Knesset Elections. 

The only opportunity which now remains for recovering the lost ground is at the Zionist Con6ress in July 1956, but if our Party continues its present line it is sure to suffer a severe defeat once acain, and this might result in its total disappearance~ 

Up to a fe7 days a6o, and since tre new Government under 3en-Gurion was formed, we observe the same kind of contr~dictj_ons in our polic:r . Thus Peretz Bernstein, for example, ri3htly calls for a wide Coalition Government (leavinfi out the Communists) and speaks of a preventive war as being justifiable in certain circumstances . Our Party quite properl cannot enter the present Government consisting of Socialists (Secular and r-JJj _;· i-· ouo} . At the ~ery seme tine our'~crtner~''in the World Confederation, the Progressives, with whom we keep on discussing terms of merger, are inside the Government . Does this make sense? Such a Socialist Government is from every point of view harmful to the present interests of Israel when Soviet Russia and Conservative Britain are alike tryin,g to wipe out Israel and 'lvhen our main and perhaps onl...- hope is the United States and particularly American Jewry. A Socialist Government of Israel cannot but alienate American Jewry and paralyse the efforts of United States politicians in their desire to help Israel, in view of the approachin6 Presidential Slection . 

Is it not tragic as well as absurd to find that our leaders, whose principles of home and foreign policy are sound enough, continue in practice to sit as partners with the Progressives, the stooges of Mapai, in the World Confederation of General Zionists . How ridiculous for our party which refuses to join the Pro~ressives in the Government, to sit nevertheless with them in the Confederation . ie cannot expect the Zionist world to take sue_ a movement seriously. 

No one will deny that to-day more than ever world Jewry and Israel need a strong General Zionist movement inside and out side Israel . Never was the leadership of United States Jewry 

Over/ 
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and particular~-:r of :R.,..1') i S~lve:i. ... sc -.::Jser..tial as now. Israel dare not miss makin~ the most of the present favourable conjuncture in the United States where both political par~ies must for nan~,. reesons woo the Jewish votes by supporting Israel . T.1.1e v-mrld-famous political commentator ,1al ter Lippman recently stated that it was madness to ima0 ine that the United States could at this time permit an attack on Israel. 

The Sharetts, Goldmanns and Bakstanskys continue their blinc and treacherous policy, harmful to Israel in the past and danzerous to Israel in t~e future. Herd in Britain the Conservatives are strongly entrenched in povver 2.nd Laoour can have no decisive influence for four or five years. NeBlect of the British Conservative Party at this critical moment is nothin~ short of tre~chery. Yet t 1 e ruling clique of the Zionist Federation, consistin6 of Poale Zion and their Progressive stooges continue to neglect completely political work among Conservatives and to restrict their efforts exclusivelJ to the Labour Party. The onlr reason for this is that the British Poale Zion is an inte:3r2vl part o~ the ~t3ri tis,_ r,a·:; our Party. 

flho.t immediate steps can be t2.ken by our p2.rty in Israel? They should (1) openlv ene ct once break wi~h the Progressives in tne ~orld Conf eder2.t ion either o.,r publiclJ leaving it or by 2:;-pelJin.; the Progressives inc'ludint those who call themselves cutr·:-.1s in :ar·tcin such as Sa6all, Janner, Bakstc..nsky, etc . , ( 2) s·cart e.n imr1~~.ci iate campc:..ign for the election of Silver as Pres: ('2n·c of the Zioni3t Organisation, ( 3) convene , i~ ConfereI'-ce of Gener~l Zionists within the next two or three months. This c onferenca sr.1.ould l)e _eld in the nit ed States e.n·l shcnld h2.ve Peretz ··"ernstein 2.nd Silver es joint Presiclents. 

The inept foreign policy of Israel hc..s made na.ny nev enemies c.c; ,nell as los in6 val u2.ole friends . Genero.l LJionism c2 .. come to ths re cua by uni tinz; all non-Soci2.list forces who are devoted to the Ste.ts of Isre.el. Any dele.y, hesi t2.tion and irresolution, no matter how ~bly explained or justified, could spell the end of our party and movement . 

Yours in Zion, 

SAMU~L L DM :r. 

Chairman . --- ... --
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SAMUEL LANDMAN 

WILLESOEN 0828 73 . STAVERTON ROAD 

BRONDESBURY PARK 

LONDON. N W . 2 . 

I 

I 

Rabbi Dr. Abba Hill el bil v er, 
19810 bhak er jjoul evard, 
Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

28th Decanber, 1955 

In case you have not seai then I enclose copies of 
the three circular letters sai.t during recent months by the 
British Ga-i eral Zio-·1.i sts to the 1 eaders in Israel. and copies 
of my reca-it exchange of letters with Mr.Bernstein t h ereon. 

We here see in your leadership thP only hope of saving 
our party and movement from decline and possible eclipse. I 
am convinced that on .., of the motives t or fixing the next Zionist 
Congress in April instead of July is to give Mapai more scope 
for exploiting the lieneral Zio-riist defeat at the last Knesset 
Elections. 

As usual the Progressives are being used to damage us. 
All our urging for the last two years that our movement should 
expel the Progressives from th · World Confederation of General 
Zio ists has so far been in vain. 

I would respectfully draw your attEntion, in this regard, 
/ to my letter to llutovich of' the 22nd Decenber with details of 

ho ·:v it should be done. 11 .:mediate action is needed; we have 
already suffered heavily from hesitancy and procrastination. 

We cordially welcome your appointment as Chairman of 
the Bond Drive. iie trust that the exceptional authority and 
powers hich this gives you will help to save our movanent. 

Yours sincerely, 



GENERAL ZIONIS'I' ORGA:.'\JIZL G CO ,ffi'!ITTEE OF GREAT BRITAI.r AND IREL.A:r D. 

To the Gener 1 Zionist 
Leaders in Israel. 

Dear Friends, 

--------

CIRCULAR NO . 4. 

A ProRramme for Action. 

73 9 Staverton Rad, 
L ndon 9 N . .. l. 2 . 

January 7th, 1956. 

Several of the points which 1.·e ~;tresGsed in our previous communications are 
daily becoming evident and gaininJ wide support in Zionist circles. 

fe were the first to demand a ter the Kno~set Elections that the Opposition in 
the Knesset must be united and that the G0neral Zionists together with Herut and 

uda must form a common united front. ~his proposal now is receiving backin from 
many quarters and has in fact been su gested in the recent letter of I enahcm Boigin 
to Peretz Bernstein. We inoisted long before the Knesset Elections that it is 
vital for Israol and for the Zionist movGment that Silver should at lon~th become 
the loadar of V!orld Zionisr.1. .fo think it is a crin:e in pro ent conditions not to 
make full u~e of that great man whose outstanding gifts 7 devotion and influence 
have pl:=i.yed so conapicuo"'l.s a part in the creatior.. of the State of I~rael. This 
ha3 bc~n tacitly acknowledged e7e. bv ~apai, whose leader E~hkol has invited Silver 
to become Chairffian of the U.S. Bond Drivv. 7e cordially welcome this invitation 
and arc confident that under Silver's leadership the Bond Drive will be a resound
ing success. 

However 9 we cannot too stro:1~,ly renew our warning that time is short a::1d that 
unless tho Klalim in Israel take heroic measures to stron then the osition of our 
party we may be overtaken ands-wept away by events and entirely disappear as a 
factor in the history of our nation, notwithstan i. the win m of our o.ria.lyais and 
the soundness of our programme. I thi., hap e . .s it •Nill be thie only to the myopi 
and timidity of our leaders and their mistaken t ctic"". It 'das the Klalim ' .., 
correct diagnobis and justified politic al dem;;L dfJ • ich broug t to our r\:ovomcnt un
precedented successes in municipal an KneQ~et Ele ti n0 of 1951 0 It is e.ually 
true that it was the folly and mistaken tactics and failure to U3e the fruits 01 
victory since 1951 which diocredited our Party and brought about the inevitable 
defeat of July 1955. We uttered warnings lon'~ a

0
0 an now rogre t that out of 

exaggerated loyalty we did not make the~e warnin ... public in time before the Kne et 
Elections. 

The mistaken tactics to which we drew attention and which have been atal in 
the past are 9 we deeply regret to state, still bein, followod 9 and we mu~t a~ain 
state them openlyo 

Tho throe outstandinb and fatal weaknesse . ., arc ( 1) the unnatural de.Ji re of our 
Party in Israel to sit on tNo stools, (2) the failure to interpret th0 videspread 
foelin.:rs of the masses and (3) the extraordinary timidity c:1nd fear of breaking v.ri th 
old routine. These vic~s explain th8 stran e behaviour of our Party in he Kavtner 
Case. Our leadcro refused to take the initiative at any state of this Case and 
were ejected from the Israel Government without even the pos ibility of explainin 
to the voters th~ reasono for our strange behaviour. Next, comeu the complete 
disregard by some of our leaders in Iorael of widespread an deeply-rooted religious 
feclin s. This ha estranged and alienated a 1 r

0
e part of the ma3~es and loyt our 

Party tens of thousands of v t3rs" Thirdly 9 our demand that Silver be invited to 
Israel before the KnGsnet Elections wa3 not acted upono It is to- ay di ficult to 
find any Ivraeli who doubts that Silver's presence in Israel on tho eve of the 
Elections would have been of enormou help to the Klalim. 

The endless talk since 1951 about a mer -o r ith Pro_rcssivcsJ a6ain.t which we 
protested vehemently 7 has turned out 7 ELJ ','IC foresaw, to he only a cunnin move by 

Nahum Gol mann and his friends to di credit our Party, rod cc our vi ilancc and 
paralyse our activity. It should by novv bo clear to everybody that tho Klalim 
differ from the Pro ressives incomparably more than Progrevsive~ differ from Mapai 0 

Certain immediate steps must be taken by our leaders in Israel and in the 
Diaspora. They are as follows:-

A. In Israel. Ne otiations must at once begin to create a united non-Socialist 



Opp sition con~istin of our Party, Herut and Au a. It i • to be regretted that the Klalim did not take the initiati e and there is not a moment to be 1st in entering on such negotiations with Herut and Aguda. Such a united opposition front must be based on the following principles:-
(a) 

(b) 

Opposition to Socialism and encouragement f free ini tia .i~re 9 fight against Bizbuz (squander) ani for economic independence of 
Israel (by deeds and not only WC"rds), and respect for traditions of Judaism. 

An active foreign policy based up n the necessity of fighting 
British anti - Israel policy in the Middle Eas , friendship wit U.S. and if possible also ~ith UcS . S . R. Preparednes to hit 
first so as to avoid annihilati n by an enemy when ..,trong enough 
to achieve this. 

B. In the Diaspora. The first thi1g to do is to break at once with the 
Progressives in the ··()rld Confederation o" Gcn ::, ral Zi nists. This must be done either by Klalim leaving the Confederation or by expel~ing the Progressiv0s from it. Before this step there mu3t be a gathering of all true Klalim from evory country and at this Convention no Progressive or neutralist should be admitted" This Convention should be summoned by z.O.A. and Klalim in Israel and be presided by Silver and Bernstei . The present unnatural cohabitation of Klalim with Prcgressives may not seem very strange in Israel where the Knesset plays the leading part and the :orld Confederation is almost unknown. In the Diaspora, however 9 it makes our General Zionist movement ridiculous in the eyes of all thinking Zionists, who call us "androgynous" and refuse t0 take us seriously . ~at can be said of a General Zionist Movement whose only legal representativev in London are Janner and Bakstansky who continue to outlaw true General Zionism in Britain e,nd refuse to affiliate a Zionist Society because its Chairman su ports the Klalim? What can be said of a Tu o" ement which remains passive when it om representatives in Britain are refused the right to use the words 'General Zi nist ' at the head of their election list delegates to Con~ress? 

How canal ovcment enjoy respect v,hen, havin in its ranks the Z.O.A., tho strongest and he richest Zioni~t body in the Di~ ora 1 and al~o tlc second lar est non-Socialist Party in Israel 9 it continues to remain allied with it bitte rest opponents - the Progressivev - in one Confederation, for the vake, it is said, of imaginary financial advantages? 

Secondly 9 ve must come out openly ·1 i th a demand that the President of the 'lorld Zionist Organisation should e Silver. !le must proclaim he patent facts that the times are to serious~ and Israel is in too grea~ a dan
0
er to !ermit us not to make the fullest use of our reat leader. ~e suspec~ hat one of the motives for fiYing the Congress in April instead of July wa the de~ire of the apai and Prcgress·vos to retain tho inept Goldmann and Locker at the head of the orld Zionist iovcmant and to keep Silver out. 

ThG above are only the heads of a pro~ramme for action and strug le. The fate not only of the General Zionist Party but also to a large extent that or the Zioni t hlov0ment in general and above all of the State of Israel depends on its fulfilment. Let us hope that this ime the call of Britich General Zionists will not be a voice ·n the wildcrncvs - Kol Kore bamidbar - and that we shall not again have to 2,ay with bitter regret "we told ou so 11 o 

Yours in Zion, 

S UEL LANDMAN. 

Chairman. 
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICANS AND CANADIANS IN ISRAEL 

I LEVONTIN STREET 
P. 0. B. 2 I 6 3 

TEL A V I V 
PHONE : _M_JX_l~ 67868 

April 9, 1956 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Anael Roacl 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

1 f 1 1'.lllJ 1 1 Jlnl 

2 1 6 3 .1 .n 
J"' JN ,n 

UiUXDXU : 119'1n 

During your recent visit to Israel we were aware of 
the fact that you were extremely buay and we, there~ore, did 
not Wish to impose upon your time, much as we would have liked 
to have approached you with regard to the work or our Asao
c1ation. We theretore have waited until your return to the 
United State• and are now calling to your attention a subject 
which we will be discussing with delegates to the Zioniat 
Congress and with other• among the leaders of the Z1on1at move
ment• in the United States and Canada. 

The enclosed is a statement whi ch we have prepared 
outlining the propo al which we are aubm.1 t ting tor conaideration 
by the Zioniat bodiea in the United St ates and Canada. e teel 
very atrongly that the Aaaooiation i doing an invaluable job 
in Israel and that 1 t meri ta the tull aupport ot Zionist move
ment• abroad. e believe that the .uaociation ahould be adopted 
by the Zioniat movements in the United States and Canada, and 
that Americana and Canadians in Israel ahould cease to be the 
orphan• ot astern Zioniam. 

e are hopetul that the delegates who are coming to 
Jeruaal. em Will agree to aupport our proposal and will act upon 
1 t when they return to the United Sta tea. e hope that we can 
alao count on your aupport or tb.1 a proposal, and we would ap
preciate it immensely it you would indicate to your aasociatea 
in the Zionist Organization of America that you are in tavor ot 
establishing the link between the Zioniat movement and our 
Asso ci at1on which we propose. 

You will be interested in lcno111.ng that our Association 
has among its active members an excellent croaa section ot 
Americana and Canadians who have been making a first-rat• con
tribution in economic md administrative circles in Israel • 
.Among our tor mer national chairmen 1 s Mr. Lee Harri s or the 
Palestine Economic Corporation ot New York and JJr. Leo Krown who 
was previously one of the directors or the Israel Meteorological 
Service and is now director or the Israel Bond Office. Our 
present chairman, Mr. Moshe Goldberg, ia adminiatrative manager 
ot the American-Israeli Paper Milla. Mr. Carl Alpert is one or 
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our vice-chairmen. Our secretary is Mr. Baim Sanderaon who waa 
until recently Deputy Director or Customa tor the Government. 
Our treasurer 1a Mr. David Crohn, Manager or the Mortgage and 
Savings Bank, a aubaidiary ot P.E.c. The members or our Ex
ecutive Committee include Mr. Daniel .lvivi, who is in oharge ot 
electronics engineering tor the 141.niatry ot Detense, Mr. Murray 
Greentield ot the z.0 . .1. House, Mr. Menaohem Kraicer, director 
or the United HI.AS Service in Israel, Mr. ~acob uat, academia 
aecretary at the Technion, and Mr. erner Loebl, who 1a in the 
Economic Division or the Ministry tor Foreign A1Dlira. 

Ir you ■hould wish to have any more detail• about our 
work and our 1deaa tor implementation or the proposed link, we 
ahould be Tery pleased to make them aTailable to you. 

Sincerely youra, 

_,,,,, ~ _cc:__ 
Abraham Cohen 

AC/sem 
Executive Secretary 

enc. 



' A CALL FOR CLOSER TIES BETWEEN AMERIC4NS AND 
CANADIANS IN ISRAEL AND THE ZIONIST MOVEMENTS IN THE 

UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

'$ 

lor the past fin years the Association of Americans and Canadians in Israel 
has been carrying on its work without any direct ties with the Zionist movements 
in the United States and Canada. This is the only organization of its kind in 
Israel which has no such ties with the Zionist moTements from which its members 
came. This lack has handicapped the Association and interfered with the fullest 
possible development of its senice to newcomers. At this moment also there is a 
serious question as to whether the organization can continue to exist unless such 
ties are established. The time has come to change this situation. 

The Association was established by Americans and Canadians here, and is the 
only organization here which is geared specifically to help Americans and Canadians 
get settled in Israel, and stlV settled if difficulties arise later. It is an 
organization manned and directed by Americans who know intimately the background, 
aspirations and needs of the Americans who come to Israel, and who haTe set them
selTes the aim of helping newcomers who find themselTes immersed in a new setting, 
facing language difficulties, fluctuating rules and regulations, different patterns 
of liTing, economic difficulties. 

The Association achieTes its objectiTe through indiTidual personal senice. 
Newcomers are contacted on arriTal and informed that the Association is at their 
disposal. Operating with a Tery small staff, '-t offers a prompt and understanding 
hearing, reliable and responsible information about laws and regulations,guidance 
and help in dealing with goTemment and Jewish Agency departments, help in meet
ing emergencies. People come in with problems of housing, customs, citizenship, 
military serTice, loans, employment, business opportunities, foreign exchange 
regulations, etc. The Association has up-to-date information on all these 
questions, and adTises people directly and responsibly. There is no going from 
office to office, and from desk to desk. lhen necessary we represent indiTiduals 
befofe official bodies in order that they should get proper consideration. 

This personal serTice is the keynote and primary emphasis. In addition, 
branches of the organization in the three major cities proyide social, cultural 
and educational actiTities, and an easier introduction into the general life of the 
country. Furthermore the organization has been working actiTely and with consider
able success, alone or within the Council for Westem iliya, to increase the public 
facilities and help for newcomers, and for changes in regulations and attitudes 
which haTe been a burden and deterrent to successful settleD:lnt. It is generally 
recognized in Israel that much of the improTement which has taken place in recent 
years as regards the settlement of immigrants from Western countries is due to the 
work done by organizations such as ours. 

The difference between our Association and the organizations of other western 
groups is Tecy marked. The others are actually branches or affiliates of their 
respectiTe Zionist •ederations, whereas the Association of Americans and Canadians 
in Israel has no connection with the Zionist moTements in the United States and 
0 anada. British and South lf'rican newcomers ha-ye the direct support of their 
Zionist organizations. ~ the Zionist aOYementa in the United States and Canada, 
the most illportant moTements in the Zionist world, h&"f8 no connection with their 
former members in Israel. There is missing the liTiq channel through which mutual 
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aid and experience can move between Israel and the home country, and there is less 
feeling of security and continuity. 

The time has certainly come to establish a real organic link between the 
Association am the Zionist moTements in the United States end Canada. The 
Association should become the arm of the moTements in Israel in relation to im
lligrant s and prospectiTe immigrants. Under such an arrangemait the Association 
could be o£ assistance to Zionists in the United States and Canada who haTe been 
considering settling in Israel, but haTe been floundering around in their search 
for answers to their questions. We would be able to help people plan their coming 
so that it could be ef'fected with more certaint7 and without frustration. Con
Tersely, it would be possible to giTe more assistance to newcomers and to help 
them still more to effect a happier and speedier integration. It would make it 
possible to get proper recognition for the personal contributions to the deTelop
ment of the country made by American and Canadian settlers. 

Since its inception the Association has been completely and gloriously non
partisan in membership, leadership, orientation and sen-ices. Bo attempt has eTer 
been made by anyone to restrict membership or serTices to any one or more parties, 
or to control the organization in the interests of any party. In this spirit, it 
is submitted that the link which is proposed here should be with the entire Zionist 
moTement, rather than with any one or more groups within it. 

The small budget of the .Association which runs to only t?,500 per year has 
been proTided largely by the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, thanks in ve-ry good measure 
to the interest shown by the American members of the kecutiTe. The continuation 
of the Agency allocation after April 1956 has been questioned, and will be under 
consideration during the period of the Zionist Congress. If the organizational 
link between Israel and America is forged in the manner recommended here, the 
question of the budget will be solved. 

The Association has made a place for itself in Israel, and its usefulness and 
importance cannot be doubted. It fills a vacuum which would otherwise exist. 
ixperience has demonstrated this, and there can be no turning back. It has to be 
strengthened in order to continue and expand its area of helpfulness. This can be 
accomplished if it becomes an integral part of the Zionist movements in the United 
States and Canada • 




