
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          78           27          1732 
 
 

World Union for Progressive Judaism, 1936-1937. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



. 
Wq_RLD UNION FOR f ROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 

Hon . Secretary : 
The Hon. LILY H. MONTAGU. J.P. 

31,AlfredPlace, 
London , W .C .1. 
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tion passed by the Gov rning Body dealing 

Th t the follo in l tter be nt to abb lk:-

" orld Union is ready oh l n the u bu1ld1n o t e religioua 

n Palestine, nd i . prepar~ to ive £150 for on ye r to 

yo org· is tion on the understandin th tit 111 ork for a 

de elo ment of Judaism i n Palestine in the s irit of the Preamble 

to th Con titution o the orl Union. In accord nee 1th the 

pr1nc ls of the orld Union, e le ve your org n1s tion indepen

den to o this ork in relation to the con it1on s of J ish life 

in Pl stin. 1e hoe th t en our organis t1o is stron e ough 

it ill come affiliated to the onld Un on.• 

Th ta s1m11 r letter be ritten to Dr. ilhelm o t r1n _100 

tor or 

coloni s. 

n Jerusalem d £20 tor the surroundin district nd 



RabbiDr. Elk 

Dear colleague, 

Haifa den 11. September 1936. 
Mount Carmel, Beth Itin. 

Through our colleague Dr. Dienemann I have learned that you are in the Pales
tine Uommitee of the World Union for Progressive Judaism. Dr. Dienemann, as 
you are already aware, visited Palestine in the interests of the World Union 
in order to study the possibmlities there of a religious revival in its pro
gressive sense. At the meeting of the Worla Union in London in July 1936 he 
gave a comprehensive report of the findings, particularly of the work ef the 
Union" Baith Ysrael" in Haifa of which I am the rabbi and which I together 
with a group of interested people founded a year ago. His report was entheu
siastically received also by the Americans there. It was to be translated 
into English and dissemminated widely in America, I do not know if you have 
read this report, but I conceive it as my duty to inform you of our work, of 
the accomplishments it has achieved and of the objectives we have set our
selves, as it is pur believe, that what we are doing here, has significants 

~ n'bt only waithin the confines of Palestine, but for the further development 
of Progressive Judaism in the world. 
The aim of our Union is to create a synthesis between traditional Judaism 
and the dynamics of the life, which is developing in Palestine. We stand on 
the platform of Jewish Nationalism and see a religious truth and a religious 
task in the return of our people to Palestine and in the rehabilitation of 
theland. Inasmuch as we are rooted simoultaneously in the life of Palestine 
and in its religious traditions ( in an undogmatic sense) we beleive that we 
have something essential to give to the many who are lookimg for a means of 

• religious expression. Through these means we will help in time to create an 
atmosphere, in whichT religious life can develop organically, giving direction 
and example for both, for people in Palestmne and in the Galuth as well. 
Our work, is being built according to a specific plan. We have turned to no 
one for help. Only the Jewish Agenca helped us w~th a small financial grant). 

• To the larger Jewish public we wanted to come only when we were beyond the 
merely theoratmcal and had some accomplishments already to our credit. This 
has been achieved. Religious services have been establishes, which draw large 
attendences on Sabbaths and holidays, the youth has been drawn to us and with 
satisfaction we are able to say, that both, the youths and children, attend 



the services in large numbers. In this last winter we began our adult educa
tion work. In a comparitively short time we have been suo<Yessful in becoming 
a factor in the spiritual life of Haifa. In consequence of the report from 
Dr. Dienemann the World Union has granted us a financial subvention through 
which our further work will be made easier. 
We know that the success of this work depends on ourselves, but on the same 
time we are cmnvinced of the fact that cultural religious work of the kind, . 
we wish to do, is only possible when the religiously interested Jews of the 
whole world will cooperate with us. Only then will it be possible to create 
here a centr~ of ptogressive Judaism. Numbers of the leadi~g german rabbis, 
Seligmann, Baecj,Dienemann, Elbogen and athers, are following our work with 

• J 

interest anq stand tm our side, ready to help in the upbuilding of our insti-
tutions.Above all, Dienemann, who has seen our work, is helping us in our de• velopment through the organisation of a "Miphal Baith Yisrael". To-day we tum 
to the rabbis of America, to the Zionists and Non-Zionists, that they too shoutJ . 
be helpful in this work, which in our minds is the weightiest that can confront 
a religious Jew: the revival of our religion in Palestine and its relation 
in the. rebuilding of the land. 
Inasmuch as the task of establishing our religious services has been accomp~¼ 
plished, we are taking the nextstep after the holidays and are opening a 
house of study as also a construction of a reading-room and a library. The rea 
ding-room should become a cultural and social centre for the youths here. This , 
will be tight together with the organisation of a Toynbee-hall. For your 
assistants in equiping the reading-room and in the building-up of the library, 
which should contain books of the religious, philosophic and socia~ character, 
we would bee deeply grateful. We would welcome also receiving the essential 
Jewish newspapers and periodicals in English and in Hebrew, which are publishei 
in America as also of the publication of the Jewish schools and conferenees. 
We want to open the reading-room immediately after the holidays with a working 
library, but realize, that the completion of the library will naturally take 
longtime.If you would be interested in our work, we should be glad to write . 
more mn detail of our ideas for the deve1nnment and the content of the library 

The importance of making a first contact is uppermost in our minds now. 
It would give us joj, if our work would find the same response in America that 
it has already found in England and in Germany. 

Yours sincerely 

Jiff! ~ 
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THE UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
OFFICERS 

President 
ROBERT P. GOLDMAN 

Honorary President 
CHARLES SHOHL 

Honorary Vice-President 
A. LEO WEIL 

Vic•-Presidenls 
HARRY N. GOTTLIEB 

JACOB W. MACK 

Treasurer 
N. HENRY BECKMAN 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Honorary Members 

Ben Altheimer, New Tork 
haac W. Bernheim, Denver 
Simeon M. Johnson, Cincinaali 
Henry Morgenthau, New Tork 
Henry Oppenheimer, Baltimor• 
Marcus Rauh, Pittsbur1h 
Maurice D. Rosenberg, Washin1ton 
Simon W. Rosendale, Albany 
Louis Schlesinger, Newark 
Charles Shohl, Cincinnati 
A. Leo Weil, Pittsbur1h 

Marcus Aaron, Pittsbur1h 
N. Henry Beckman, Cincinnati 
David M. Bressler, New Tork 
Nathan Eckstein, Seattl• 
Gustave A. Efroymson, Indianapelis 
Rabbi M. M. Feuerlicht, Indianapolis 
Samuel B. Finkel, New Tork 
Irving S. Florsheim, Chica10 
Dr. G. George Fox, Chicago 
Julius W. Freiberg, Cincinnati 
Lee M. Friedman, Bostoa 
Dr. Samuel H. Goldenson, N•w Tork 
Robert P. Goldman, Cincinnati 
Alva W. Goldsmith, Cincinnati 
Harry N. Gottlieb, Chicago 
Joseph J. Greenberg, Philadelphia 
Louis S. Haas, San Francisco 
Harold Hirsch, Atlanta 
David F. Kahn, Cincinnati 
Louis L. Kaufman, CinJirtnati 
Simon Lazarus, Columbus 
Irving Lehman, New Tork 
Jacob W. Mack, Cincinnati 
Ralph W. Mack, Cincinnati 
Edwin B. Meissner, St. Louis 
Dr. Julian Morgenstern, Cincinnati 
Roscoe C. Nelson, Portland 
Dr. Morris Newfield, Birmin1ham 
Jacob L . Newman, Newark 
Marco R. Newmark, Los Angel•s 
Herbert C. Oettinger, Cincinnati 
Carl E. Pritz, Cincinnati 
Adolph Rosenberg, Cincinnati 
A. L. Saltzstein, Milwauke. 
Max L. Schallek, New TorA: 
Arnold M. Schmidt, Brookl:,a 
Bernard H. Sinks, Clevelantl 
Horace Stern, Philadelphia 
S. Walter Stem, New Orleans 
Eugene B. Strassburger, Pittsbur1h 
Aaron Straus, Baltimor• 
Roger W. Straus, New Tork 
Lewis L. Strauss, New Tork 
Arthur Hays Sulzberger, New Tork 
Aaron Waldheim, St. Louis 
Mrs. Leon L. Watters, New Tork 
Melville S. Welt, Detroit 
Herman Wile, Buf/alo 
Isidore Wise, Hart/ortl 
Eugene E. Wolf, Cleveland 

Secretary 
RABBI GEORGE ZEPIN 
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THE HEBREW UNION COLLEGE » DEPARTMENT OF SYNAGOGUE 
AND SCHOOL EXTENSION > NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE 
SISTERHOODS > NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE BROTHERHOODS 

TELEPHONE: PARKWAY 7345 « MERCHANTS BUILDING» CINCINNATI 

April 12 , 1937 . 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple , 
E. 105th ~ Ansel Road , 
Cleveland , Ohio . 

Deur Dr . Silver : 

I have no desire to press you 

but I have received a letter from Miss 

Montagu ask ne me to cable her whether 

you have accepted her invitati n to speak 

at the conference of the 

Progressive Judaism. 

advise me? 

~,111 

orld Union for 

ou please 

; th kind regards , I am 

Sincerely yours , 

1 Z : SG 



April 21, 1 57 

Rabbi G org Ze~ n, Sert , 
Uni n of erican He ew Congre ·tione, 
M re nta Bld ., 
Cincinn ti, Ohio. 

de r Ra bi Zepina 

Pl rd.on the dela , in n wring 
·our ter. I e en xtr me, bus th~ e 
last few• eke nd my correapo denc has lagged. 

I wish I re fr e to accept the 
invi · tion to address t. n· n or 
rogr ssive Judaie. r ent pl n, ho. v r, 

call for ~ oin to P 1 , in Tul to s • 
my Fol s nd I am therefore c01D,elled to forego 
the l u e o tt ndin ti Conr rec • . 

lit b . • ~h , r m in 

V r. 001 1all · o ., 

AHSaBK 
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