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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 

Hon. Sec,-etary: THE HoN. LILY H. MoNTAGU, 0 .B.E., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE, 51, PALACE COURT, LONDON, W.2. 

Der a i ilver . 

I cL. ve y ·lac.., to tell o th t t the 

e tin f the o r in oa helc in connection 1itn 

t ne Conl'er nee in on I ues J , Ju Gth , OU 

• 1 re r e - e 1 e ct ea u e. er of the P 1 s t in e o 1.. it t e . 

OU ~ill shortl b 

.1 o en . 

Bb~in • fro, the Ch~i .bn, Prore or 

cer 1 



:( 

I • 

I 
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Sehr verelu!.ter Dr. Silver, 

Baden-Baden, den 2.9.37. 
ald~ark 

hatte ion geahnt, dasa Sie in al.rich sind, so hatte ioh 

Ihnen dorthin gesch~rieben, wo Sie gleicn mit Dr. Bhrenpreia 

las Problem hatten beepreohen konnen. Be handelt eioh um 

die seltsame Brscheinung, dass die zioniet. Reformrebbinen 

in der !'rage des religiosen Au.f'baus Pall.stinas vo511g ver

aegen und so wenig Interesse daftir zeigen, dass sie nioht 

einmal briete beantworten. 

Dess die religioeen Zustande in Pal~etina hoohst un

giinstig sind und daes die Orthodoxie, die zwn grHssten 

Teil an dieeem 'erfall Schuld tragt, nio: t im Stan.de iet, 

Abhilfe zu so.haffen, dartiber sind alle Beobachter einig. 

~euee truohtbares religioses Leben kann nu.r auf' fortsohritt

liohen Grundlagen geechaften werden - nicht etwa mit aem 

alten ~eformprogramm, aber au.r der Grwidlage einer modernen 

AutfaesWlg vom Judentum. Auch dariiber eind sioh die weitesten 

Kreise bis zu den reohtastenenden einig. Die World union hat 

nu mit ihrer .lrbeit in Haif'a und. Jerusalem eehr gunstige 

Erfolge; au.etti.hrliohe beriohte der beiden Babbinen Blk und 
'J 

ilhela liegen bei Miss MontegJJ,, die Ihnen gern jederzeit 

Abechriften senden wird. Jetzt wu.rde beeonloeeen, auoh in 

Tel Aviv die Arbeit aufzunehmen. 

~ber die Arbeit leidet darunter, dass sie nur provisorisoh 

u.nd in bescnranktec Umtang geleistet werden kenn. l>ie beide.n 

genannten Herren erhalten rur ihre Arbeit kein Gehalt u.nd 

•I• 
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mussen f'iir ihre Yamilien duroh anderweitige Tatigkeit aorgen, 

sie konnen rerner keine anziehenden Lokale rur Gottesdienst, 

Tersammlungen usw. beziehen, weil die Mittel fehlen. Blk z.B. 

hatte ein wunderbares Sohulgebau.de haben und damit einen 

resten Boden fur seine Organisation aohaffen konnen, wenn 

ihm das Geld zur eri'figung gestanden hatte. 

Bisher aber etehen der World Onion nur ganz geringe 

Kittel zur erf'iigu.ng, Wld die kommen meist von Niohtzio

nisten. Dr. Morgenstern z.B. hielt ea, als die Arbeit ange

ktindigt wu.rde, eofort fur seine ~flioht zu helfen, wahrend 

die zionistisohen itglieder der Kommiseion aioh vollig 

passiv verhielten. Das 1st ftir die Dauer ein wunoglicher 

ZU.stand und konnte zur 1'].ge haben, daee die religioee 

Aufbaua.rbeit in J:le.lastina eingeetellt wird. Ioh kann mir 

nioht denken, daas Sie und Ihre zionistisohen Herren Kolle

gen diese Yerantwortung ubernehmen wollen. Bine otrene I.ritik 

konnte ntttzlich sein, aber dieee passive Resistenz nu.r 

schaden. 

Es handelt sich nioht um grosee Beitrage; wenn a~ 

U.S.A. mit einem resten jahrlichen Beitrag von 5000 i ge

rechnet werden konnte, wl.rde das zwiaohst auereichen. Die 

Arbeit wtirde stabil Wld allmahlich eine teste Gemeinde im 

Lande gewonnen werden. Aber rur dieaee Kinimum muse Sorge 

getragen werden. 

Bs kann nioht sohwer sein, diese kleine Summe in 

U.S.A. sufzubringen. Bin Mann von Ihrer suggestiven Kratt 

und begeisterung fur Zion konnte eioher in wenigen Stun.den 
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diesen .Betrag allein aufbringen, aber wenn Sie Ihre Gesin

nu..ngsgenossen ebenfalls da:tu.r erwarmen, dann kann der Erfolg 

u.nmoglioh ausbleiben. 

Bs hat u.ngeheure Sohwierigkeiten gekostet, die Niohtzio

niaten in der World Union t'iir die .lrbeit in Pala.stina zu ge

winnen. Soll diese jetzt daran soheitern, dass die Zionisten 

u.nd zwar in erster Reihe die lla.bbinen, diese im Stioh laeaen? 

Das kann u.nd darf nioht aein. Ioh habe daher die Leitu.ng der 

Palastina-Kommission ubernommen, um alle Krafte zu vereinigen, 

und werde nicht ruhen, bis e■ mir gelihngt. "il &/l /l" /"J (,.,( 
Dieser Brief erreicht Sie zwar zu den Feiertagen, wo Sie 

sehr beschaftigt sind, aber ioh bitte Sie, ihn nicht ad aota 

zu legen, sondern so bald es Ihre Zeit erlaubt, au.f ihn zu

ruckzu.kommen u.n.d die Sammlu.ng fur die religioae Arbeit in 

Palastina au.fzu.nehmen. 

it herzlicher//;f, ~, WUnsche.n 

der Ihre 



WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 
Hon . Secretary: THE HoN. LIL v H. MONTAGU , 0 .B .E ., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE, 5I, PALACE COURT, LONDON, W.2. 

10th Octob r 19?7 

Dear ~abbi Silver , 

I at 1 \ ondering whet her my let er to :i ou 

written in Jul y has been lost . In it I asked ou if 

actin • on the reconwendation of the Governing Body 

to dissolve the existjng Authority ComJittee, ·nd to 

appoint in,.......it ~ stead thre repres ntatives of high 
..--4,.. ...,, C, •• ,◄ 

noral standing in A erica , nglbnd and Ger a ny , Jou ,,. 
would agree to be on€ of th American r presentatives , 

the other two bein Dr . . orl nst rn ·nd Rabbi Sctulman . 

r hes e three committees would cons 1 to~eth_r, and fro. 

t i me to ti ,e produce papers of books for the ~idance 

of proLressive thinking people . 

I hav . hear d that the two other A.11ericun 

repres ~ntati ✓ es have a ccepted , and I should like to 

kno1. 1 if we ruay count on your co- operation also . 

ours s i ncerely -



October 19, 19~7 

The Jn. Lil~ H. ontagu, 
The Red od e, 51, P lace Court, 
London, 1.2. 
England. 

M· dear iss ont gu1 

Permit me to c<nowled e the receipt ot 
your letter or Octo r 10. I shall e ple d to 
serve on the coDlllittee aa an Americ • r preaent&tive 
to ether with Dr. organ.t _rn and Rabbi Schulman. 
I thin, however, th t I should ma~ pos i tion cl r. 
I received, a re eek ago, al tt r from Dr. El o en, 
in which he rather chidee me for n tr iein mon y for 
the work or the World Union for re siYe Ju ism 
in Pal stin. To~, b~st oJl ~ e, nevor ertook 
to rt1.iee any mone~ in he Cni ted . t or t 1a ua • 
I am alr ad committed to so man m n -r i81ng oro eta 
in behalf ot locr and foreign eliet n tit ttone, 
move_!ents, tc. that I aim pl c nnot ka on any 
a·d·t1ona1 .tund-r i in obl tione. I am chair of 
the local Cleveland Jewieh helf re 1\Uld nd co-chairm 
of the N tional United P lestin A p nl. I am heloin 
to raise mone for th Joint Dietri tion Committee, the 
ORT, the Hebr w University ln Jc:uee.lem, .tc. tc. and 
th re ia, or course, a limit. I£ J ap ointment on thle 
commi ttae i ;,liee an obli -, tian to r- iB aoney, • ou 
will have to cue me from ~orving. 

With all good _she8, I rem in 

Ve • cordially our, 

J.I.SaBlt 



0cto1 r 20, 10f7 

Dr. Iaaar lbogen, 
Hochsohule fur die Wissenechaft de Judentwaa, 
Berlin, Gorlll:l.ny. 

lly de .... r Elbogen, 

Let me thank ou for your kind letter of July 2 
with reference t th work of the orld Union for 
Progressiv Ju iem. I appr· ciat.e your fr n!Cl'lef! ··nd I 
shall b ~quell· fr k. 

I have at no time undert . en n • fin cial 
reaponsibiliti sin connection 1th t e :orld Uni n for 
Progressive Judai ... m. I am simpl ov~ el .. d .. 1.th he number 
ot tund-raisin:J proj cte in which I m lready involved r or 
loc l relief, or the Joint i) s rib tin 1ommttt e, t e ORT, 
the Unite<i P let',tine pp al, the H hre • Univ•r ity in 
Jerusalem. ~tc. tc. I truvel 11 ove. t1 coW1tr· fro one 
end of the :,ear to t. e n xt o.cg n l. • ng c 09aign." • n a sin 
mone !'or J 6718 in Ge ny, Pol~nd, r~omn nie., le tin nd 
elsewhere. ou must alite t t the·~a is . limit to but 
one oan do. Th ti are altoget.."ier too many v.orthy caur-ee in 
the orld toda and I cannot be ex acted to !se on y for 
all of them. I rote to i : a Kontagu, of London, to the 
same etfeot. I know th t the cauee of st bllehin cents 
ot Jewish liberal religious thought in 'al~ tin ie 
important but other people who ar lees burdened with 
tinanci:u oblig tions than am muat undertake the financing 
ot this work. 

I truat that y~u are ell. 
to you, erait me to remain 

1th all good wishes 

Ver. cordially yours, 

AHStBl 



WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 

Hon. SecYetary: THE HoN. LILY H. :MONTAGU, O.B.E., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE, 5I, PALACE COURT, LO DO , W.2. 

I s:;11 lad to hear tha 

o ne 1 Co ut, • cte as one of th three • ,pr sentc...tjvps 

f' o t 11 e U . " . . wit n Dr- . .. o • n st er a d <a, bi c 1u 1 na 1 • 

1he e v1j 11 b no r: qu st 1'01· ! on .y in connP ,tio '- ith 

t n is .1ork . 

Yours sine .r Jy , 



TJHIJE IT§AAC FloWJI§JE 1rJE.»\\1P'JLJE 
K.K.Bnoi Yeshurun 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

Cincinnati , Ohio 
--o--

OFFICE - READING ROAD AND NORTH CRESCENT AVENUE 
TELEPHONES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

RABB I S 

Jum.es G .Heller Samuel Wohl 

March 15th 
1 9 3 8 

E. 105th Street and Ansel Hd. 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I have bee requested by the Ho!lorable Lily Montagu of the ,· orld 
Union for Liberal Judaism to ask you to s nsor a appeal for the 
World lf'l"ion's work 'n Palestine . 

The appeal has the approval of the Exec tive Board of the Confer
ence , . and it is necessary that s t eps be taken et once t o rey,der 
the necessary assistance to the three Congregations that are al 
ready in existence now. One in Jerusalem with Dr . Vlilhelm , one 
in Haifa with Dr . Elk , and a third group in Tel :viv with Dr . 
Rosenberg, son- in - law of rofessor Elbogen . 

From reports received from alestine and London we can learn that 
much has already been accomplished , that services are being held 
and educational work is being done . The orld Union Conui ittee is 
anxious to enlarge the scope of its work and to make possible for 
thousands of people in alestir,e who are i terested in Liberal Ju
daisn1 to become associated in its religious activities . 

There are excellent opportunities in I)alestiTie for this work, and 
I am sure that ro~ny laymen would like to support the religious work 
in Palestine. I hope that your participation will give encourage
ment and support to this important under taking . 

With warmest regards, I an, 

SW:HR 

Yourfost sincerely, 

Ju.----r ~A 
s EL 1;iOHL t CHAI 
CEN'IRAL CONFfilill: CE CO.rt\~ TTEE 
FOR 1IOHLD UNION IN PALESTINE 

• 



1rlHI1E JI§AAC ~o'WTI§JE TJE~JLJE 
K.K.Bnoi Yeshurun 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
0 

OFFICE - RE.ACING ROAD ANO N ORTH CRESCENT AVENU 
TELEPHONES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

RAe e,s 
Jam.es G.Heller Samuel Wohl 

March 24 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
~e Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd• 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. SilTer: 

1 g 3 8 

Please read carefully the letter which I addressed 
today to the President of your congregation. Your 
active participation ia indispensable in order to 
obtain the necessary response to the appeal. 

I trust that you will urge your pr sident and other 
people tha t you think can handle t his at ter euocesa
fully to take action immediately. 

Miss Kontagu has written aeTeral times and baa cabled 
that the need ia most urgent. 

With very best wishes, I am, 

SW:HR 

Yours oat sincerely, 
~ 

-----7.,....-·--'{ 
SAIIJEL WOHL, CHAimµ.N 

cml'RAL CONFERmC! CCMMITTEE 
FOR WCELD UNI ON IN PADISTID 



Mr. Dlgene E. Wolf 
lilO Union Truat Bl.4ge 
Cl neland, Ohio 

Dear Mr. olt: 

roh 24th 
1 9 3 8 

Upon the request ot th orld Union tor Progrea iYe Judaism, the ecutive Ho rd or the Central Canter nee 01· erioa R bbl• baa authorised a,, p eal on beha lt 
ot the Liberal Con reg tiona now it, al at1ne and th xt aio~ ot r 1 1 ua rk there. • 

In oablea and let era received from the llonorabl 
declar a that at th,a time, it ia mot eaeei,tlal 
Juda 1am 1-,, Palestine. ree oo r : ticma a 
aal• under Dr. Kurt ilhelm, one in Hait un 
Tel Aviv und r Dr. oaenb rg, the aon•1n•l•w of 

Lily "ont gu, the orld ion 
to adnno th o ot Liberal 
ready in xiat nc, o in Jeru• 

nd th t hird rou in 
or lbo en. 

Muob oan be aooompliab to make possible th a ot thcus nda 
ot young J we 1n Ialestin with our Liboral ........ ~. n w t b 1tu•• 
t1on in Paleatine will teatlty t rtbo ox7 a lot 1 1 tor oountleaa 
thouaanda and no n forms ot ra ls ip and r 11g1oua uc tion l av taken t 1r 
plao , nd th ault is t o n have no aplrltual 11 •• 

01 ven the neo eaaey tui, • tor wld r oop , our ue 
vanoed. 'l'he World nio end th eoutive .Boord of th 
to you to aooept memb bl n t Pale t11"! Council ot 
raiee the awa ot tor the year 1938. 

be 1 eaaura bl 7 4• 
Centr 1 Cont ran e app al 

rl Union and to 

The method in b1ob th appe l can b beat 4eTi 
ter to be • .,,, to them bra or your con r tio 
the Board, or by a letter ton • aeleoted to b 

by youraelt, it r bf 1 t• 
or by ap 1 l oanmi tt e or 

• onaored by a n tio 1 .roup 
ot 41at1flgu1ahe4 laym nd rabbi•• 

Mi■• tagu bo o bl that runda r neoea••ry --~-1 t 171 and I hope that 
you will oona1der thie appeal moat vital and •111 n r tioally 1th 
your reel)On•e• 

With beat wieh , I • Yours moat ■1 o r ly 1 

SAMUl!L OBL1 WAI"-....... 
C '1' CO 1 

0 0 U.D UNION l 
:HR 



WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAIS . 
H<m. Sec1'eta,y: THE HoN. LILY H. MONTAGU, O.B .E., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE, 5I, PALACE COURT, LO DO , W. 2. 
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WORLD UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM. 
Ho,c. Secretary: THE HoN. LILY H. M ONTAGU , O.B .E., J.P. 

THE RED LODGE, 5I, PALACE COURT, LONDON, W. 2 . 

24th pril 193 

Dear Ra i ilver 

I Bl sending you a co~y of the sugcested article 

·:1hich has be n produced b the En lis .. ' roup for the 

Co ... .1ission on Present rr·hou r.t and Practice i. Prorrresc-iv .._ 

Judais .. . It is L.ainly the vork of Dr . 1ontefior(:, . Dr . 

• .at tuck is a ,fa .i , and i,.r . •' d ..... ar v.ho ha be An takin • hi 

place and I have .elped a littl in the dra 'in up . 

a i einhart does not f ,e l that he can su scribe 

to the paper as it stands , &nr~ \ 1 , are hopin th· t he 

• ;ill • rod ce another ver 'ion hi .1s elf . 

• .. ould ., ou be ood enou rh after rea in w this oaoer ... ... 

to ··:rite to Dr . I1ien ll nn ny view. that you may h ve 

about the contribution, and its place in the -eneral 

ork of the Co .. is s ion . 

.e are ho ... in ver uch to receive the A.1erican 

contri·utio before very lon . 

Dr . . . Diene ann , 
12 , ornerstrus&e , 
Offenbach- a - .,.ain, 
er .. any . 

Yours sincerely , 
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TlHIJE IT§AA<C .M.o WTI §:IE TIE:FhlIDJLJE 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tem;>le 
E. 105 h t. & Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, hio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

K.K.Bnoi Yeshurun 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
-o 

OF F ICE - READING ROAD AND N ORTH CRESCENT AVENUE 
TELEPHONES -AVON 0334 -AVON 0335 

RABBIS 

James G .Heller Samuel Wohl 
ay 5th 

1 9 3 8 

I received today a four page letter from Professor Elbogen and 
a renort which he for arded to ' iss .1onta • He was in Jerusa
lem and writes of the fine work that has already been done by 
Rabbi il elm. He tells how tremendously important it is to 
continue and extend the ork of he Liberal ovement. 

He ends up by ssyi , "Sie erden daraus sehen, wie dringend 
die leidi e Geldfrage ist. enn nicht sofort neue Subventionen 
eintr ffen, droht alles zusammenzubrechen: 

Since the Conference has asked me to do this ork, I must do 
everything possible to obtain the necessary funds, and I feel 
that w must keep faith with the work a pro ises made by the 
.. ,orld nion. 

I kno that Professor Elbogen and iss \Obtaeu wil l be ha y 
to hear that you have responded. Please let me kno hether 
I can tell them that funds will be comi ~itbin then xt week 
or two. They expect to hear from me by cable. 

ith best wishes, I am , 
Your ;?os sine rely, 

EL , CHL , CHAI 
RAL CO C TTEE 
WORLD y L. E 

SV :HR 



C .1 1206-A 

.Jcu.ss OF SERVICE DESIRED\. CHECK 
DOMEBTIC CABL.E 

TELEGRAM FULL RATE 

OAYLETTER DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
MES~AGE LITTER 

NIGHT SHI P 
LETTER RADIOG RAM 

Patrone should check class ot semce 
deeired; otherwise n:,es ·age will be 

trausutltte<l as a full-rate 
cammani.-ation. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

WHITE 
•ttUIOl:HT 

NEWCOMB CARL TON 
CHAlltMAN Of' TH• IIOA-

J C. WIL.L.EVER 
"1•91' VIC& ..... IOllNT 

Send t~e/olloD>ing masage, subject to the terms on ba~ hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

ACCT'G INFMN. 

-------·-ME. FILED 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER THE TEMPLE CLEVELAND OHIO 

RESPONDfflG TO THE URGmT MESSAGE OF PROFESSOR ELBOGEN OF GERMANY AND HON. LILY 

MONTAGU OF THE WORID UNION m ENGLAND, MR. ROGER W. STRAUS, MR, ALFRED M, COHEN. 

MR. ALFRED M. BENESH, DR. JULIAN IDRGENSTERN, DR. DAVID PHILIPSON, DR. SAMUEL H. 

GOLDENSON AND DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, APPEAL TO YOU FOR PARTICIPATION lN OBTAIN-

JNG NECESSARY FONDS FOR LIBERAL RELIGIOUS MOvniENT rn PALESTINE. RELIGIOUS 

NEEOO OF THOUSANDS IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE IN THE PRESENT SITUATION AND FOR THE 

FUTURE OF J"UDAISM. IF POSSIBLE TRY TO OBTAIN SUBSCRIPTIONS FROM A GROUP OF 

FRIENDS RATHER THAN FROM CONGREGATIONAL TREASURY. WILL APPRECIATE IMMEDIATE 

ACTION. WOULD LIKE TO INFORM LONDON OF YOUR PARTICIPATION. PLEASE WRITE. 

SAMUEL WOHL, CHAIRMAN 
cmTRAL CONFERmCE COMMITTEE 
FOR WORID UNION IN PALESTINE 

WESTERN UNION MESSENGERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THE DELIVERY OF NOTES AND PACKAGES 




