
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          79           28          1748 
 
 

YIVO, 1939-1945. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HONORARY BOA.RD 
OP' TRU8TEU 

SIMEON OUBNOW 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

SIEGMUND FREUD 

MOSES GASTER 

EDWARD SAPIR 

CHAIM ZHITLOV8KY 

Society of Friends of the Yiddish Scientific Institute 
American Branch 

425 LAFAYETTE STREET. NEW YOU CITY 

Tel AI.Qonqmn '-3493 

._.,490 
C:CSW. AddNu 

nvo. 1'EW YOD 

ab i H. ilver 
10311 Lake Shore lvd . 
Cleveland , (" . 

Dear Rab Silver : 

Fe rn r.,. lb , 1939 

erei;.'i tb we be to enclose a n o tl ~ne o a. proJ ec ted 
de artment of the Yidd sh Scientific stjt1te or the 
scie~tific stud of Ant · Rem t;sm · n 11 its manifestat 
Possibl i rr roce s of reallza.t on c rta · n · nts 
re ,1_ ire mod fi cat ons . -owever, it seems to us t 
in all , t __ e 0 1 tline P,ncO passes all t be ifold 
t e roble • 

The p 1 r1 o o • .. 1s rese rel' w j to fathom he 
nd worki s Ant~semiti ac 1 · nt bot 
swell a the non- J ~i h the tr 1th on ern: 

ons . 
:!.11 
11 

the vario1 s 1 e acc1s tions c st ~inst t h e J ws s a 
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SCIINTlflC l~ISIA~Ctf 10 COUNTl~4CT 4NTISIMITIS,'l 

(DEPARTMENT OF THE YIDDISH SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTE OF AllERICA) 

Basic facts: .Antisemitism, as a phenomenon in present-day life, he.a brought 

about changes in our society which constitute a problem for peoples as a whole,be

sides affecting the life of the individual . 

.An active being strives to find a base from which to battle the great mad

ness, whereas the man of research seeks to determine what is the meaning of all 

that is happening around him. He is waiting for science to ~upply an answer to 

the questions: 1) What is antisemitismT 2) How to handle the problems of present

day antisemitism as a chronic sore on our social boey, and 3) How to provide so

ciety with weapons to fight antisemitism? 

Until now the Jews have been forced to face this phenomenon by a lif~ in

finitely mightier than they, so that they have indiscriminately registered facts, 

have written about countermeasures that could mean both fight and resignation, -

but further than that nothing has been done. 
w-

lmt articles .ad periodicals, even truly artistic reporting at its beet, 

do not adequately meet all the dreadful events in the life of today, whe~f,through 

forces which we still don't fully realize, a people of 100,000,000 is in the pro

cess of unification whtch sets for ite object to carry antisemitism as a political 

idea and to convulse the world and thus seize other lands. 

Only science is in a position to supply the m~n of today with a satisfacto

ry answer and the means to aeek the wa.r out of chaos. It is the task and duty of 

~ew.i,sh science of the present dq to asaume leadership in the search for truth, 

No cure ia possible· without a correct diagnosis. It is to be borne in 

mind that the entire world-hiatory 11 indebted to the Jews of to~ for their con

tribution, in that they have themselves made it poeaible to make the d1agpoa11 of 

the height of insanity of antieemiti,m. Without the present persecution drive 

against the Jew1, there might atill be room for doubt, aa to whether other factor, 

uopwa 
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(e.g. World War; Peace of Versailles; Imperialistic aims) may not be responsible 

for the incredible atrocities on the part of the Germans. As the Jewish exces

ses have nothing to do with them, there is no possibility of a doubt any longer. 

The great Powers, e.g. England, now declare that the Jews are entitled to 

a debt of gratitude, since their case bas shown how weak peoples are treated,and 

by this experience the English justify their huge rearmament program. But the 

Jews themselves must first of all make their full contribution in completely rea

lizing antisemitism with the aid of Jewish science. An institution for this ex

haustive st~ is not the antithesis to the spiritual offsprings of the central-.. 
\,,LA.; 

ized antisemitic propaganda anti its scientific guise, - the Historische Reichs-

Komnission of Munich. We must not start polemics and propaganda. The publica

tions of passages which dissElllinate antisemitism including even those of the 

Historische Reichskomnission are for us that much research-material which we 

must concretely interlock in a positive way with all the other data and draw our 

conclusions from them all. Bow to forge the results of our researches into 

fighting weapons, - that must be left to all those who itch to fight, for them 

to decide on the aims of their battle in accordance with their individual way 

of thinking. 

THE SCOPE OF THE WORK. 

However thoroughly we may work over the universal phenomenon of antisemi

tism, we must, in the first place, take into consideration that all the waves 

which convulse our society proceed from a center -- the living terrain of the 

German people. For this reason we musfi.TUtely explore the German Jews' cultural 

sphere in all its relations, and an investigation of this nature is capable of 

making our task much easier. This task requires a thorough familiarit;y with the 

cultural and social history of both the German people and the German Jew as well; 

accordingly, the work must be carried out by a German-Jewish historian wbo is 

thoroughly conversant with the German Jews' cultural domain, who knows the facts 

from first-hand observation and lifetime study and baa, moreover, lived through 

the recent developments on German soil. 
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0ne must further assume that, by dint of his researches to-date, such a 

German-Jewish historian baa already entrenched himself in the foundations of 

such a labor, is perfectly at home in antisemitism (both the past and the pre

sent) and its literature, and bas been making researches in this field until now. 

Department of the Research-Work: 

A.. HISTORY 

l) Spiritual. Evolution of the general German popular conception of Jews, 

based on the rooted belief in the Devil, the conception of a contract and part

nership with the Devil: witchcraft and witches; clarification of all ideas about 

the witchcraft trials that have persisted alive in the German people's con

science and bave been later transferred to the Jews; winnowing of all these 

elements from present-day antisemitic practice and literature. Particular treat

ment of German historical folklore traced down to present-day antisemitism. 

Detailed historical ideas. Malleu.s ·Judaeorum and Malleus maleficarum; the 

idea of Fritsch's hammer and the Stuermer:llammer (to trace particular antise

mitic ideas in all intermediate linia.i. Simultaneously historical, folkloristic 

and liguietic researches. 

2) Literary History. To classify historical antisemitic literature ac-

cording to it• topics and give a survey of social and other tensions of a period 

as reflected in its literature. 

Various topics: history of the clamor for numerus clausus in antisemitic 

literature; court-Jews in the light of this literature; the Jewf as a soldier 

and the controversies about military service; intercourse between Jews and Gen-

• tiles as seen in literature. In all these topics the past must be compared with 

• the present and conclusions drawn concerning the situation today . 

3) Researches in Cultural Histou: concerning Jewish segregation 1n 

ghettoes; dress-regulation; regulations as to luxuries and amusements; real 

intercourse between Jews and Gentiles, especially sexual intercourse; regulations 

about education and autonomy in comparison with current antisemitic practice. 
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4) Economic History. The economic ideas prevalent formerly and now as 

to the function of the Jews: to trace a comparison in detailed points. 

In particular to make public all historic German lawsuits to cancel all 

debts to Jews, as parallel to the movement to cancel all debts to Jews at the 

present time. 

The former and the present fate of goods and chattels of Jews, and their 

contemporaries' ideas as to how it will finally work out. 

5) Germans as mentors in the task of realizing Jewish historical ques

tions (Otto Stobbe, Fr. :B. Ave-Lallemant, Chr. D. HuelmMn, etc.). 

6) Genealogic researches l~ing special stress on the lower Folk-strata, 

along with the antisemitic theory and practice (racial-lore, research in kin

ships, etc.). 

:B. RESEARCH STUDIES IN PRESENT-DAY AFFAIRS 

1) Classification of antisemitic propaganda under distinct heads on the 

basis ofi manner, scope, influence. 

2) The real intercourse between Jews and non-Jews when outside the field 

of propaganda as contrasted with intercourse when under its influence. 

3) Jewish emigration as a demand of propaganda and in practice. 

4) How Jewish social concepts have changed owing to antiaemitic practices: 

money, honor, wealth, the saving of human beings. 

5) The new German Apocalypse. The destruction of human beings as an idea 

and as practice. 

6) Special economic phenomena: Jewish enterprises; Jewish properties; 

personal estates of Jews. 

7) How the economic practices of antisemitism affect non-Jews; origin of 

capital and property; etandard of living; special economic groups; the problem 

of domestics; interested parties in the intercourse. 

8) Terror as a practice and ae a political means; speeding up of emig

ratiou and transfer of Jewish ownership. 
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9) W.W. J. (Wirtschafts Wichtige Juden) the problem of economically 
important Jews. 

10) Special imposts on Jews in theory and practice; their economic effects. 

11) In and around the problems of Jewish house-ownership. 

12) Jewish goods and chattels as people's property; private persons' rights 

which are in conflict with these. 

13) The fa~e of Jewish spiritual property (libraries; archives; Jewish 

author>,5'rights: right to art-ownership; Jews who· own works of art). 

14) How the Jewish sense of sociableness has reacted in the catastrophe; 

self-help: Jewish assistance from outside; world-assistance. 
' (MJ 

15) The Jews~ the catastrophe,- in the religious, material and psycho-

logical spheres. 

16) Jewish youth in the catastrophe: transition to adult life; the sources 

and possibility of protection against noxious experiences of youths. 

17) The value and valuelessness of Jewish organized life during the tre

mendous events. 

18) The ideal in the individual's life; the individual's ability to prevent 

suicides, because he possesses a social ideal. New terms in use among the 

youths: chalutz, hakhsbarah, etc. 

19) The new police;, antisemitism as a German unity and as a police 1nst1-

tut ion. The law's belief in the Je'Rf as the Devil. German vision of the police 

as a people (to evaluate the 11race" element). 

20) Spiritual foundations of police activity: specializing in Jews; new 

Judaistic studies and old ~ible-critics; the Jewish brigades in the new German 

police; censorship on Jews; management of Jewish affairs and supervision over 

Jews; chance of development of autonomous foundations. 

21) How to "know" the German in the catastrophe; man forced into illegal 

life. Necessity and practice of keeping aloof from antisemitic even ta; non

belief in "w1 tchcraft II on the part of present-day Germans. 
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22) The urge of the "wey" among Germana of todq; the search for a new faith. 

23) How the urge -for the nwcy 11 is stifled in the German. Intellectual 

preoccupation with the Jew as an escape from antisanitic usage. The impurity of 

the Jewish spirit and the historical "Jewish sow". The campaign against "white 

' Jen 11 • Variations on the "Jewish sow". 

• 24) The campaign ~ainst "decent Jews" . Unwillingness to believe in witch-

craft is looked upon as immoral among the Germans of tod.&7. 

25) F.conomic and political springs behind what is going on in antisemitism. 

Who is the gainer and from whom comes the gain; who is the loser, to wbo>s-e_ ad

vantage is the loss, and wbo is to bear it? 

26) Yellow literature in the higher and lowest-class press. Objective 

truths and the lowest press I s approach to them. 

27) Fight concerning Jewish names and against Jewish names. The example 

of Joseph aa a Biblical sales-agent of grain. 

28) .Antisemitism's language in its pictures and parables; antisemitism's 

Bible-language; Hosannah! Render &into Caesar the things which are Caesar's. 

29) Whispered Jokes. 

C. KEABS OF ASSIST.ilCE AND ORGANIZATIOll 

1) To register and collect, as far as possible, present-day' periodical 

literature as well as throw-away-leaflets. 

2) To list and collect, as far as possible, the antisemitic literature 

in book form, of all ages and peoples. 

3) To register and collect antisemitic caricatures. 

4) Build up an organization with regular scientific correspondents in all 

countries where there is an antisemitic movement. 

5) To register, from general literature and the press, all data that may 

contribute information on the scope of our reaearchea and have a bearing on the 

aubJect. Occasionally, to request reports from observers and those who were part 

and parcel of the events. 
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6) Bave special scientific tasks assigned to students, fellon of the 

Yiddish Scientific Institute and other scholars. 

7) To arrange addresses and lectures on the past and present of anti

sanitism aa well as on all aubjecta connected with these questions and on the 

' results of the work in the Institute. 

8) To issue a periodical bulletin of the Institute about important 

events and the results of research-work on each case as it occurs: to supply the 

Jewish and the non-Jewish press with information containing facts or scientific 

material for the discuasion of daily topics. 

9) To establish scientific contfacta with institutions and invidividuals 

engaged in similar work or interested in the work of such an Institute. 

10) Publications resulting from the Institute•s labors. 

''''''''''''' 
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lanuery 22, l.H~. 

11r. I. 11.neaan, 
Secretary, Yiddish Scientific Institute, 
5S5 eat 12Srd StrNt 
• York, I.I. 

Uy dear • 11.neaana 

Perai t • to thank you tor ytN.r kind 
lett•r int01"111n& •• tbat ,y 
•leotad. u ae a -ber or y 
of Director • I yery 1 tor 
tb.ia high honor hich you ban beatowed 
llpon •• 

With all ood wiahea, I 

V•r-y cordially' yours, 

AHSablr 
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Ur. Marc J\lviler 
Tiddiah Sc1ent1tlo In•,1tule 
~3!5 •• t 1231-d IIN I 

• York, 27, In ton 

Dear r. hTlleri 

Peftll t •• I<' tA&llk 7ou tor 70V kln4 
letter ot l&DUaZ'T 12 and for the 1ntol'llat1on 
i , \ha Annual Oonter~noe of li'TO hAa re-eleo\e4 
m• on 1 t1 Joa.rd. J •ball be Tel7 hawP7 '° • en.. 

ft \h all pod wlaue, l r••1D, 




