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Ra\bi Al»ba Jlillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland 21 1 Ohio 

»ear Ba\l,1 Silver, 

At the la•t ••ting of the Board of 1)1reotor• ot YIVO 
the director• approTed the memoranclum to be preaente4 l,y YIVO to 
the Conference on J'ewieh Material Cl.alma ~1D•t Oei,na117. 

I reaJ.1ze of courN, how much your time 1• teTOted to 
oommunity aftaira and u4eratand your inal,ility to join us at our 
Board Metinga. At the ... e tiM I now of your very 4•-i> i11tereat 
in the particular probl• with which ttii• aemorand.ua 1• conceraecl 
an4 iD the role which YITO can play in the realisation ot tbe 
o)jectivea outl1DN. 

It 1a tor thia rnaon that I encloN a cop7 of the 
muorandua and do hope that you will take the time to go oTer it 
oaretully. We ahoUl.d very much IP preciate having tbe benefit of 
1our reaction to the ■•ore.ndm an4 any thought• tbat 111A7 ooour to 
1011 al»out the beet •1• and aean• ot aoving thia •tter forward 
within the Co~ereno• on l••i•b llllterial Claiaa jga1nat Germany. 

Your• Tery a1noere11, 

~ 
Louis •• SoNl 
Chairman, loar4 of Direetora 

LIS:em 
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Chllirm.n, Commiuion on Research 
JULIUS BoRE~STEIN 

March 27, 1953. 
Chairman, ExecuJitJe Commitlee 

MARK UVEELER 
ExeculitJe Secrelar~ 

The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc. 
New York Ci t1. 

Sirs: 

In accordance with the resolution adopted at the meeting 
of the Board or Directors of YIVO, held on February 26, 1953, we 
are submitting our request for inclusion among the organizations to 
whom you will allocate funds to be received from Germany, under the 
agreement signed between the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
and the German government. 

The enclosed memorandum gives a detailed budget in the 
amount of $4,489,000. As background material for this claim we 
have included a prefator, statement on the histor1 and achievements 
of YIYO in its Vilna period, together with a listing of the lo•••• 
sustained by YIVO as a result of the Nazi war or annihilation 
against iuropea.n Jewry. A bibliography ot sources upon which the 
material in the memorandum ia baaed bas also been appended. 

We trust that the Conference will grant the requeat or 
YIVO and thus enable YIVO to render effective service to that 
particularly hard-hit group of Na.zi victima: acholara, teachers, 
students and social workera; a service which YIVO is uniquely 
qualified to provide. 

~• would welcome an opportunity to meet with you to 
answer an, questions JOU m&J have. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Louia H. Sobel 
Chairman, Board of Director• 

LHS:em 
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M•orandua 

To th• Conterence on Jewish Material 
Clailu Against German, 

TH& YIVO Ill VIUIA 
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Th• Yiddiah Scientit1o Inatitute-YIVO was founded in 1925 tor 
the purpoae ot recording and docWDenting all pbaaea ot Jewish life the 
world over, past and present. Th• deciaion to organize the YIVO wu 
taken at a conference ot Jewish scholars trom various countries held in 
Berlin in August, 1925. At this conterence YIVO was ••t up u a world 
organiaation with central headquarter• in Vilna, Poland. According to 
the adoptea blueprints, the headquarters were to conduct and direct the 
work of the YIVO'• organization throughout the •orld with branches in all 
countries where there were large Jewiah communities. This program •a• 
imllediatelJ put into execution. 

From its ver, inception YIVO organized a library and archives, 
launched its publication program and recognized the need for a research 
training program tor younger acholars. Four research departments were 
established, namel7: l) history; 2) economics and atatistica; ~) paychol
ou and education; and 4) linguiatica, literature and folklore. 

BJ 1929, when the second world conference of YIVO waa held in 
Vilna, YIVO branches, committees, correspondents and archive collector• 
were already active in Argentina, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, China, 
Cuba, ~ngland, ~stonia, France, Iarael (then Palestine), Latvia, Lithu
ania, Mexico, Poland, Rumania, Switzerland, the United States of America 
and Urugua,. 

YIVO'• acope of activities was steadilJ growin1, attractiq 
more and more scholars, correspondents and reaearch 1nat1tut1ona to ita 
work, and receivina more and more auppor\ from communal organizations 
when, at the outbreak of World War II, the headquarters of YIVO bad to be 
transferred to New York, wbere a YIVO branoh had been active since 1925. 
There remained a •mall group of YIYO acbolar• in Vilna who still carried 
on the work up to the ver, last moment before the final deatruction of 
the Jewish ghetto b7 the Nazia. 

I. THi YIVO BUILDING IN VILNl 

The corneratone for the YIVO building waa laid in 1929. The 
building wu eepec1al1J deaigned not only to meet the need• of the 
Inatitute at the time but with an outlook tor future decadea. Ample 
apace was therefore provided for 11brar1e• and archive• since the found
ers of YlVO from the verJ beginning regarded the YlVO aa the repoa1tor7 
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for the national archives of Jews the world over • 

Important feature■ of the building were its fireproof coutruc
tion, a vault for storing valuable arcpive materials and rare volumes, 
exhibit-, lecture- and class-room■, and properly-appointed library and 
archive hall•• 

Thia building was confiscated by the Nazis upon their entry 
into Vilna. It became consecutively the barracka, storage house and 
headquarter• or the &insatzstab Rosenberg {Rosenberg Taak Force). Part 
of the YIVO personnel was retained by the Nazis and forced to sort and 
pack the books and archive materials for shipment to Germaiv 1). 
The building was f 1nall7 demoliahed by the Nazis prior to their leaving 
the city. 

II. THE YIVO LIBl<ARY, ARCHIVJt:S, ~iARCH COLLl'CTIONS AND MUSiUMS 

Library 

The YIVO Library consisted of over 156,000 volume• 2). 

Before the outbreak of the war the "9.1n Library compriaed 
85,000 volumes of book• and 14,000 volumes of Jewish periodica in 
different languages. Thia number wu increased bJ 35,000 volume• of the 
M. Straazun Library which was integrated into the YIVC Librar7; by 1,000 
volume• of the Library of the Danzig Jewish Comaunity; and by the follow
in& private librariea of eminent Vilna Jews which were donated to YIVO 
during the war (between September 1939 and the end or June 1941), before 
the city •a• occupie, by the Germana: ' 

1. The Zalman Reiaen Collection • • • • • • 6,000 volumes 
2. The Shlomo Baatomak1 Collection. • • • • 3,000 volumes 
3. The Moaze Lerer Collection. • • • • • • 2,000 volumes 
4. The Zelig Kalmanowicz Collection. • • • 1,000 volumes 
5. The Pinchaa Kon Collection. • • • • • • 2,000 volumes 
6. The Max Weinreich Collection. • • • • • 7 ,000 volume■ 

The Libr&rf contained, amona others, a complete collection ot 
older and contemporary literature in Ylddiah; a conaiderable amount of 

l) To the Inatitut zur ~rtorachuna der 1udentrage (Inatitut• for Re
search into the Jewiah Question) in Frankfort, headed,bJ Alfred 
Roaenberg • 

2) In approximate thousand■• 
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Judaica in all langue.gea; source material on Jewish hiator7, mainly of 
iastern Europe; religious and rabbinic literature. In the Library there 
were several collections of iumenae value to Jewish scholarship, such aa: 
the Library of the Jewish Teachers Institute of Vilna, founded in 1873; 
the Library of the s. Anski Jewish Historical-1:thnographical Society of 
Vilna; the Library of Professor Simon Oubnow; the LibrarJ of the noted 
folklorist, Judah Leib Caha.n; the Library of the eminent philologist, 
Dr. Alfred Landau; the Art and Drama Library of the famoue theatrical 
producer, David Herman, and others. 

Many volumes are known to have been burned or otherwise 
destroyed by the Nazis on the spot. Selectea parts of the Library were 
shipped out to Germany. Only close to 35,000 books were found by the 
United States Armed Forces in Germany and returned to YIVO in 1949 
through the good offices of the Department of State and the Librar7 of 
Congreas. 

B. Archives 

The YIVO Archive• l) consisted ot: 

1. The General Collection 
2. The Pr••• Collection 
3. The BibliograpbJ Collection. 

These colleotiona contained the archives of a large number of 
Jewiab co11munal 1nat1tutiona; Pina.xea {ainute-booka) of lewiah co11111uni
ties, burial societies, etc.; document• on older Jewish historical events; 
man, manuscripts of a religioua character; material pertaining to: Jewiah 
political and social movements, the hiator7 of Jewish colonization in 
the Argentine, the pogroms in the Ukraine, 1918-1921, contemporary Jewish 
life all over the world, eapeciallJ in iaatern and Central Europe; 
thousand• ot letters by Yiddish and Hebrew authors and maD.J ot their 
manuscripts; archives of Jewish writers; over 12,000 clipping■ frOfll news
papers and periodicals concerning Jewish matter■ in all languages, ma.inl7 
in Yiddish, Hebrew, Ruasian, Polish, German, Inglish and French; over 
220,000 registered items of bibliography. 

l) Comprising over 175,000 file■, according to the last published report 
of 1938. Thia amount waa 1111ch larger when confiscated b7 the Nazi• ainoe 
archival material had been coming in constantl.J up to the outbreak or the 
war and aince the above-mentioned collections of Zalmar1 Reiaen, Sbloao 
Baatomak1, Moaze Lerer, Zelig Kalmanowicz, Pinchas Kon. and Max Weinreich, 
which had been presented after the outbreak of the war, contained a great 
amount of archival •terial. 
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c. Reaearch Collectiona 

The YIVO Research Collectiona were made up o! the collection• 
of the four Research Departments ot: hiatory; economics a.nd statiatica; 
pa7cholo17 and eaucation; and linguistics, literature and folklore. 
Thia material, which had been amassed during the courae of thirteen 
7ears, was in constant use by scholars and participants in the Research 
Training Diviaion in preparation for a planned series of publications. 

Among the outstanding collections were: 

l. The Collection of the Department ot Paychology and ~duca
tion which contained, in addition to materi&l on the history of education 
among lewa and on various types of contemporary lewieh aohoola: 

(a) A collection of 640 autobiographiea by lewiah 7outh 
(over 30,000 pagee in manuaoript); and 

(b) l collection of diaries, correspondence and archive• 
of youth and youth organizations (tens of thouaa.nda ot 
it••>. 

2. The Collection of the Department ot L1nguiat1ca, Literature 
and Folklore which contained, in addition to its general data, aeveral 
special collectionJ ot material in preparation for a aeries of dict1on
ar1ee: 

(a) l folklore collection of oloae to 110,000 itema; 

{b) A collection or 700 terminologiea or over 100 tradea, 
acienoea, ■ports, etc. (over 22,000 word■); 

(c) A geographic index of 1ew1ah names ot c01111unitie• in 
Poland, Lithuania, Caechoalov&kia, Rwu.nia (clo■e to 
3,000 it••>; 

(d) ln et71110logioal diotiona.r1 (olo•• to 19,000 carda); 

(e) l oollection of over -&00 replie■ to a queat1onna1re on 
the 6ender of noun■• 

Th••• collectiona were compoaed ot material• gathered bJ YIYO 
bJ meana ot que1t1onna1rea, conteata, inteniewa and group etudie• 1). 
The work on the diot1onar1•• waa nearing completion when the Naa1• occu
pied Vilna and all the •ter1&1 waa deatro7ed. 

1) The YlVO publiahed a aerie■ ot Methodoloaio&l Inairuotion• (11-& pagea) 
to aid it• collectora in 1atherina Mterial. 
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1. The Theatre Kueea conaiated of teu ot thouaand• of theatre 
obJeots, photographs, poster•, miniature atage ••t•, eto. 

2. The Art l&uaeua oonalated of oyer 100 orlglnal pa1nt1nga, 
eoulpture and ritual art obJeota. Aaong the artiata and aculptora repr•
aented in tbe Muae1.111 were: 11. Antokolaki, Maro Chagall, .Jacob Adler, 
N. Aronaon, 1. Brauner, llaur707 Gottlieb, s. Hirahenberg, .J. Weinlez, 
B. Kra1.ko, s. Riback, ll&De Kats, Artw- SzJk and aaDJ otbera. 

III. THS REURCH TRlDIDIG DIVISION or YlYO 

In 1935 the JIVO eatabliahed it• Reaearob Training DiYiaion tor 
graduate student■• It• al■ wu to train prcaia1ng 7owig aobolara in the 
field• ot .Jewiah ■ooial re■earoh. 

Durina the five year• that the Reaearoh Training DiYiaion of 
YIVO tunotioned the following Dllllber of ■tudenta was graduated: 

In the aoad•io 7ear 1935/36 •••.• 17 atudenta 
In the acadudo 7ear 1936/3'1 • . . . . 16 atudenta 
In the aoademio Jear 1931/38 ••••• 22 atudenta 
In the aoademio 7ear 1938/39 •...• 20 atudenta 
In the academic year 1939/.W .••.• 21 atudenta 

In addition, a apeclal cour■• for teacher•, •1th an attendance 
ot 114, wu held 1A 1937/38. 

Chapter■ of a number of their diaaertationa were published 1n 
JIVO publioationa; moat ot their paper■ were loat; a01H were touncl in the 
YIVO Arohive■ in Oer111&n7 and turned over to YIVO. 

IV. PUBLIC AT IONS OF YIVO 

During the fifteen Jeara of it• exi■tenoe in Yilna, YIYO pub
liabed over 25,000 page■ (exoludlq tranalationa) or atudle• in all field• 
of tbe .Jew1ab aoo1al aoieno••• 

,. Periodical• 

1. YIVO BLSl'P (YIVO Writina•). 14 volua••· 1931-1939, 6,142 Pa&••; 
2. YIDISH l'AR ALI (Y1dd1ah tor All), lt nwabera, 1938-1939, 424 P&&••J 
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3. YIDISHI UONCl&IK (Jewiah &conomica), 24 numbera, 1937-1939, 1,104 pages; 
'• YKDDS FUN YIDISHN VISNSHAF'l'Li:KHN INSTITUT (News or the Yiddiah So1ent1!-

1o Inatitute), 86 numbera, 1925-1939, 912 pages. 

B. Collected Studies 

l. FILOLOOIS!m SHRIFTN (Stud1ea in Philology}, Vol. I, 1926, 472 pages; 
2. FILOLOOISHi SHRIFrN (Studies in Philology), Vol. II, 1928, 568 pagesi 
3. SHRIF'l'N FAR IKON<IIIK UN STATISTIK (Studiea in iconoJDics and Statistics), 

Vol. I, 1928, 576 pages; 
'• FILOLOGISH& SHRIFTN (Studiea in Philolog), Vol. III, 1929, 664 pages; 
5. HISTORISHI: SHRIFTN (Studies in HiatorJ), Vol. I, 1929, 898 pagea; 
6. SHRIFl'N FAR PSIKHOLOGYS UN PEDAGOGIK (Studiea in Psychology and &duca

t ion), Vol. I, 1933, 557 page•; 
7. SHRIFTN FAR EKONOUIK UN STATISTIX (Studies in iconomica e.nd S tatistioa), 

Vol. II, 1932, 222 pagea; 
8. HISTORISH& SHRIFTN (Studies in History), Vol. II, 1937, 728 pages; 
9. FILOLOGISHE SHRIFTN (Studies in Philology), Vol. IV, 1938, 372 pages; 

10. FILOLOOISHK SHRIFTN (Studiea in Philolou), Vol. V, 1939, 647 pages; 
11. HISTORISHK SHRIFl'N (Studiea in Histo17), Vol. III, 1939, 851 pages; 
12. SHRIFTN FAR PSIIHOLOOYI UN PKDAGOGIK (Studies in Pe7cholog and 

~duoation), Vol. II, 19,o, 337 pagea; 
13. BIBLIOGRAFISHI YORBIKHD FUN YIVO (Yearbook of Yiddiah Bibliography), 

Vol. I, 1926, 446 pagea; 
14. ARKHIV FAR Diil GiSHIKHTi FUN YIOISHN TiATER UN DRAUE (Archives on the 

Histor7 of the Yiddish Theatre and Drama), Vol. I, 1930, 544 page■; 
15 • DIR l:YNHAYTLiKH&R YIDISHiR OYSLfiG (A Standard ot Yiddiah Spellin&) , 

19~, 124 pagea; 
16. DI &RSHTii YIDISHi SHPRAKH-KONFER&NTS (The Firat Conference on the 

Y1dd1ab 1,anguage), 1931, 288 pagea; 
l'I. HIITN FAR YIDISHD KUNST (Lea••• on Jewish Art), 32 pagea; 
18. TAKONIS FUN YIDISHN OYSLi:YG (Yiddiah Spelling Rulea), 1931, 32 pagea; 
19. BLi'l'.iR FAR GiSHIKHTI (Lea••• on HiatorJ), Vol. I, 1934, Vol. II, 1938, 

320 page•; 
20. LODZHIR YISNSHAFTLl:KHI SHRIFI'N (Studiea on Lodz), 1938, 282 Pa&••• 

c. Konograpba 

1. Mencll Letin, snrsa ICOHILIS SHLOflO: (Th• Book ot &ocleaiutea), 1930, 
30 pagea; 

2. Sillon Dubnow, GISHIKHT& FUN KHASIDIZM (The KiatorJ of the Hualdio 
Mo•-nt), Vol, I, 1930, Vol. II, 1933, 602 pagea; 

3. Cemaoh Sr.abad, OYTOBIOGRAl'II (lutobiographJ), 1935, 92 pagea; 
4. Max Weinnicb, DSR VIG TSU UNDZIR YUGNT (The Wa, to Our Youth), li35, 

31'1 ,., •• , 
5 • Noah Pr7lucki, DIALIKTOLOGISHI FORSHARBiTN (Studiea in Dialectolou), 

1937, 233 page•; 
&. Dtenuel RingelblWI, DI POYLISHI YIDN IN OYFSHTAND FUN KOSHTSHUSHKO 

(Poli■h l••• in the Koeoiuauo Imurreotion of 179,), 1937, 220 pagea; 
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7. L1ebaan Herach, F~ISHKftT FUii YIDN UN NIT-YIDN IN POYUI 
(CriminalitJ uaona Jew• and Non-Jewa in Poland), 1937, 62 page•; 

8. Iarael Weinle& and z. l&lNDOWica, YOYSIF p~ YIDISHE KSOVDI 
(The Yiddiah Writinga ot Joaeph Perl), 1937, 331 pagea; 

9. Max Weinreich, DI SHVARTSI PINTa.lKH (The Black Point.a: The St.or, ot 
Writing), 1938, 258 pagea; 

10. B. Caban-Y1rg111, ZAMLBUIH (Miaoell&IV'), 1938, 134 P&1••1 
11. Y. L. Cahan, YIDISHI FOLKS-IIAYS&S (Jewhh Folk-Talea), 1940, 238 Pa&••; 
12. Siaon Dubnow, Ym,T-G&SHII.HTJ: FUii YIDISHN FOLK (World Hiat.orJ ot t.he 

Jewiah People), 9 Yoluaea, 1938-1940, 4,347 P&&••; 
13. Jaoob Shat.u7, ouraa TilH (Th• Muaaorea ot 1648), 1938, 279 pa1••• 

D. Tw•l•• brochure• int.be aerie• •oraaniaat.ion ot Jewiah Reaearoh•, 
'127 ,... ••• 

•• Tranalat.iou and reprint.■• 

• 
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Th• propoaed proJect• are deaigned to aene those ~opean 
Jewiah aoholara, teacher■, atudenta in the tield• of lewiah aooial 
reaearoh, onpnµnitJ leader• and social workera who auniYed the holo
oauat. Prior to the war YIVO in Vilna wu a world center tor lewiab 
aooial reaearch. Countle•• acbolara, teaohera and atudenta the world 
oYer were affiliated with the Inatitute and those who aunived reawaed 
their contact with YIVO almost immediate].J after the war. It 1• clear 
that YIYO 1• beat qualified to answer to their specific problem■ and 
need• not onl7 bJ virtue of paat affiliation, but becauae YIVO tod&J 
ia active in the aaae tielda aa when a number of these people were en
l&&•d in their reapective diaciplinea. Moreover, the taot that YIVO 
itaelt stea from ~•tern Kurope and it■ preaent atatt conaiata to a 
large part of auch Nasi vioti• give• further aaauranoe that auch 
persona will find in YIVO a aympatbetic a1.mosphere and understanding 
tor their individual probl••• 

WhereYer a proJeot, including preparation or publications, 
calla for engaging of atatt, it 1• to be wideratood that Nazi survi
vor■ will be eaploJed. It is calculated that auch persona will not 
onl7 benefit from perfonaing their apecific dutiea, but will alao be 
aubject to a proceaa of orientation in and adJuataent to the exiating 
condition• in the American academic world 1). Exception to engaging 
of a Nasi vic\im will be •d• onl7 in the event or lack of a qualified 
peraon needed for guidance and tor the fulfillment of prograa. 

With thia aim in mind - to render the moat effective aenice 
to Nazi Yict1• - an adequate building with a properl7-equipped 
librar1, archival and reaearch aohiner, 1• requisite. While it 1• 
true that YIVO, being alao a victim of the i1uropean Jewish catastrophe, 
1• entitled to a olaia tor rehabilitation and reconatruction, the 
following proJeota conoernina the librar7, arohivea, publication■, etc. 
are preaented onl7 u enabling mean■ for YIYO to acquit itaelf moat 
adequatelJ in its program for the vioti• ot Nazi•. 

1) In cooperation with the United Service tor New American•, YIVO 
oa.rried on a aimilar rehabilitation program tor a nWllber of &uropean 
acholara in the United State• who, unprepared tor the prevailiq 
acadelllio requirement•, had been obliged to earn their livina in other 
field•• Th• •cholar• ao uaiated are now active in their own field• 
u taoultJ •l&b•ra ot variou• American aohool• and aocial reaearoh 
organisation■• 
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The YIVO needs a total of $4,489,000 for its rehabilitation program. Thia 
awa covers the following eatimatea: 

I. To reconstitute the Vilna YIVO Library by providing 

l. For re-cataloguing with cross-reference■, nece■sary 
for research, circa 35,000 volumes, part of the 
Vilna YIVO Library, found in Gem~, after the war 
and returned to YIVO through the good off ices of 
the United State■ Department of State, the United 
State• Military Governaent in Germany and the l) 

e. 

c. 

Library of Congress ••• •••••.••••.• $40,000 

For re-binding, neceaaary tor preservation and 
utilization, some 11,000 of these volumes found in 
bad condition due to miahandling by the Nazi• 
either in transporting the collection trom Yilna 
to German, or in Germany proper ........ . 

For re-acquiaition or the not le•• than 120,000 
volumes formerly in the Vilna collection and now 

2) 
9,000 

aiaaing from it, since only a fully-equipped 3) 
library can properlJ aerve the purpoee .....• 720 1000 ____ $_7_6_9-, 00-0-

II. To reconatruot t.he Vilna YIVO Archives by providing 

A. For re-catalogu1D8 with croas-referenoea, neceaaar7 
for research, the material estimated to be a •jor 
part of the Vilna Archives, which was aaved in 4) 
&urope ...................... $130,000 

1) llaplo71ng a atatf ot four for two year• ( two at an annual aalar1 ot 
$6,000 each and two at an annual aalary of $4,000). 

2) MaDJ of the it•• are rabbinical literature in folio, relativelJ ex
pena1Ye to bind. 

3) Moat of theae volume• have beco■e oolleotora• ite• beoauae ao •r>.J 
boo.ka ot Jewlah interest were deatro7ed bJ the Nas1•. Were it a •tter ot 
actual replacement, this aaount would be muoh higber, •1nce the Yilna 
Llbra.r, contained a large number ot tirat edition•• He.Yin& in view, bow
ever, not the ■aterial lo•••• but the need tor YIYO'• adequate ••nice, 
th• aYerage ooat baa been eatiaated at only aix dollars per volume. 

4) J;mploJina a •tatt ot thrM tor five 1•ar• at $6,000 each annu&l.17 ancl 
two uaiatant• at $4,000 eaoh annuallJ. 
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For publication of a quarterl.J descriptive 
catalogue in Yiddish, .ingliah and Hebrew l) 2) 
of this archival material •..•••.•.. $212,000 

For proper facilities such a• fire-proofed, 
closed cabinets in which to aafeguard this 
material • ••.•••••••• • • • • • • • 

For augmenting this material by the 
acquisition of additional items in lieu of 
the missing part of the Vilna. YIVO Archives 

3) 
1'1 ,ooo 

and for securing •t•rial pertaining to the 4) 
&uropean Jewish catastrophe ••••••..• 150,000 

----,-5-0-9-, o __ o_o_ 

III. To re-establish the YIVO Research Training Division 5), 
to train students in the fields of the Jewish social 
sciences, since a) a number of students from Eastern 
iurope require additional schooling as they were forced 
to interrupt their form&l education in 1939, and b) a 
number or young Nazi victims would welcome a vocation 

1) Much of this material being unique in the world todaJ, it should be 
made available to scholars everywhere. 

2) imploying one editor at an annual salary of $6,000 and two transla
tors on a part-time arrangement, at an annual salary of $3,000 each for 
six fears, the sum needed for preparation would be $72,000. The estima
ted printing and binding costs (at 1952 prices) would come to il40,000. 

3) A• estimated in 1951 by manufacturers of library equipment. 

4) The collection of material on the ~uropean Jewish catastrophe now 
in the YIVO Archives is the greatest in the world, but there are still 
many itema miaaing. Prior to the war the YIVO had a network of volunteer 
correapondenta in .iUrope •ll8aged in collecting archival materials for the 
YIVO, some of whom survived. A number of these collectors are now 
diaperaed the world over and could be re-enlisted in the task of gather
ing archival and miaaing librarJ material. They no longer are, however, 
in a poait1on to undertake this work on a gratuitoua basis. In view ot 
the low currencies abroad ~2,000 annually per worker might suffice; ten 
such workers over a period of five Jears should accomplish the task. 

5) For details on the history of the YIVO Research Training Division 
in Vilna, see page 5. 
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B. For publication of a quarterly de•criptive 
catalogue in Yiddish, ~liah 8.Jld Hebrew l) 2) 
of this archival material •••.••.•.. $212,000 

c. For proper facilities such aa fire-proofed, 
closed cabinets in which to safeguard thia 
material •••... • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

3) 
17,000 

D. For augmenting this material by the 
acquisition of additional items in lieu of 
the missing part or the Vilna YIVO Archive• 
and for securing •t•rial pertaining to the 
European Jewish catastrophe ••••••••• 

4) 
150,000 

$509,000 

III. To re-establiah the YIVO Research Training Divi•ion 5), 
to train students in the fields of the Jewish social 
aciencea, since a) a number of students from iastern 
~urope require additional schooling as they were forced 
to interrupt their forme.l education in 1939, and b) a 
number of young Nazi victims would welcome a vocation 

1) Much ot this material being unique in the world todaJ, it should be 
made available to scholars everywhere. 

2) DDploy1ng one editor at an annual salary of $6,000 and two tranala
tora on a part-time arrangement, at an annual salary of $3,000 each for 
aix Jears, the •um needed for preparation would be $72,000. The estima
ted printing and bindin& coats (at 1952 prices) would come to $140,000. 

3) A• estimated in 1951 by manufacturers of libr&r7 equipment. 

4) The collection or material on the iuropean Jewish catastrophe now 
in the YIVO Archives is the greatest in the world, but there are atill 
maDJ items misaing. Prior to the war the YIVO had a network of volunteer 
correapondenta in iUrope engagea in collecting archival materials tor the 
YIVO, some of whom survived. A number of these collectors are now 
diaperaed the world over and could be re-enlisted in the task of gather
ing archival and miaaing library material. The7 no longer are, however, 
in a poaition to undertake this work on a gratuitoua basis. In view ot 
the low currencies abroad ~2,000 annua.117 per worker might suffice; ten 
such workers over a period or five years should accomplish the task. 

5) For detail• on the histor7 of the YIVO Reaearch Training Oiviaion 
in Vilna, see page 5. 
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in the field of aocial rese~rch. Inasmuch u 
hundreds of Jewish scholars, including a number 
trained bJ YIVO in Vilna, fell victims to Nazi 
atrocities, there is a need and opportunity tor 
such professionals today. Such a school should 
be in existence at least ten years 1). Its 
cost 1• estimated at 

For faculty. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

B. For scholarships and stipend•. • • • • 

No twid■ a.re asked at thia point for housing or 
maintenance of the school and extra needed facil
ities, such aa library, archives and classrooms, 
since tnese are covered in the other positions of 
the budget. 

2) 
~ 677,000 

3) 
336,000 

$1,013,000 

1) Becauae of this tJpe of highly specialized training, only a limited 
number ot students would be admitted each year. This program, therefore, 
would have to be planned over a period of at least ten Jeara. 

2) Includes coat of aalariea of a faculty of nine (including the 
director), one administrative aasistant and one cleric&! assistant. 

3) A need for stipend• 1• anticipated since the student body would be 
made up primaril7 or either newcomers to this country or students who 
would be coming to this school from abroad and,.aa victims of Nazi per
aecution, would be without means. Aaaurance has been given to YIVO by 
the New York State iducation Department that a charter woula be issued 
to the YIVO Graduate School for Jewiab Social Research. Such a school 
would be able to provide entry into this country for foreign students. 

Since qualified students, who are not victima or the Nazi catastrophe, 
wo~ld also be admitted to the school but would not enjoy scholarships, 
their tuition would be reported to tbe Conference on Jewish Material 
Claw against Germany tor adjustment in the expenses for the school. 

It should be noted here that adoption of this plan in its entirety 
might well be instrumental in effecting a downward adjustment in many of 
the aforementioned sums, since students on scholarahip could assist in 
cataloguina, in research on deatro7ed Jewish co11111unitiea, and in similar 
w•v• 
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IV. To re-issue the YIVO publications destroyed in 
the stockrooms of the Vilna building. New 
editions or the most important books should be 
made available by financing 

,. The cost ot revising such of these works 
aa need bringing up to date. • • • • • 

B. The oost of translation into ingliah and 
Hebrew. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

c. The coat of publication in three laQ-
guag••· • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • 

v. To publish the most important papers by Jewiah 
social acientiata, killed by the Nazi•, which 

• $ 

• 

• 

had been prepared for YlVO before the war and 
were found among the rescued Vilna Yivo 1rcbivea. 

1) 
15,000 

2) 
140,000 

3) 
210,000 

$425,000 

4) ,. Coat of preparation • • • • • • • • • • • $ 12,000 

B. Cost ot translation 1.dto &ngliah and 5) 
Hebrew. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 48,000 

6) 
c. Coat or publication in three languages. • 90,000 

$150 .ooo 

1) For about 9,000 of the over 25,000 pagea publiahed by YlVO (ae• page 5). 

2) Since the United Statea and Iarael have now beoom the centers of J••i•h 
cultural life, a number of YIVO publications ahould be tranalated into 
Kogliah and Hebrew. The given eatimate ia an average or $8.00 per page for 
11,500 pagea (9,500 in &ngliah; 8,000 in Hebrew). 

3) lt 1952 prices. 

4) For editing aome 3,000 pagea. 

5) For 6,000 pagea (3,250 in lngliah; 2,750 in Hebrew) at an average or 
$8.00 per page. 

6) At 1952 prices • 
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To systematize and publish extant bibliograph
ical and aocumenta.r, material relating to the 
Suropean Jewish oataatrophe. 

A. A descriptive catalogue in Yiddish, -
lish and Hebrew is needed to make ~hi• 
Mterial available to scholars the world 
over. The YIVO Archives alone contain 
hundreds of thousands of pertinent items. 

1. Coat of preparation. • • • • • • 

2. Coat of publication. • • • • • • 

B. In every language all over the world 
material has been published relevant to 
the history of the catastrophe. There 
are already known to be over 18,000 
catalogue entri•• re such material. A 
comprehensive bioliographJ ot th1• 
material ia needed. 

1. Coat of preparation • • • • • • • 

2. Coat of printing and binding. • • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

l) 
• $ 72,000 

2) 
• a1,ooo 

$153,000 

3) 
• $ 26,000 

,) 
• 72,000 

$98,000 

1) lmplo7ing one editor and two assis\anta at $6,000 and $5,000 reapective
lJ per annum and two at $4,000 each per annum for a period of three Jeara. 

2) For 9,000 page• (3,000 in each language) at 1952 ratea. 

3) For one editor at $5,000 annuallJ and two aasiatant• at $4,000 each 
annuallJ tor two Jears. 

4) For 9,000 page• at 1952 rates. 
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VII. To publish in Yiddish, &nglish and Hebrew the 
~istories of a minimum of teh important Kaster~ 
European Jewish coD1DUn1t1••• The eatim&ted 
cost would be 

A. For authors• tees • •..•.••. • • • 
2) 

B. For technical assistance ••••• • • • 

c. For translating •• ••• • • • • • • • • 

D. For printing and binding three editiona 
of each volume ••...•..•..••• 

VIII. To publish Yiddish-Inglish and i:ngliah-Yiddiah, 
Yiddish-Hebrew and Hebrew-Yiddish, and Yiddiab
Spanish and Spanish-Yiddish dictionariea 6) 
needed to meet the demands of 111111granta :f'rca 

1) 
$50,000 

3) 
20,000 

4) 
60,000 

5) 
180,000 

$310,000 

1) At $5,000 par volume. No editorial staff ia listed since the editorial 
supervision of these publications would be entrusted to •mbera of the 
Research Coaniaaion of YIVO. 

2) Such aa preparation ot statistioal material, indices, manuscript, etc. 

3) At $2,000 for each initial volume. 

4) Into two language& at $3,000 per volume. 

5) At $6,000 per volume, each to appear in Yiddish, &ngliah and Hebrew. 
Notice ahould be ta.ken of the YIVO policy of not engaging in public •ale 
or its publications but or distributing them as a public service to social 
research organizationa, to public and university libraries and, upon re
queat, to acholara and coDDUnity leadera, botb lewiah and non~••iab, tt. 
world over. Deapite this policy, however, such a practice of engaging in 
sale could be instituted aa regards thoae publications proJected bere if 
ao stipulated bJ the Conterence on Jewiah 11&.terial Claim againat O•l"ll&DJ• 
In that case, the income would be reportible for deduction trom aubaequent 
pa,menta bJ the Conference on Jewish Material Claima to YIVO. 

6) The vaat amount of material that wu prepared in the course ot 
thirteen 7eara or work on these proJecta in the Vilna YIVO waa deatro7ed • 
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•urope t.o the United Stat••, Ian.el and the Lat.ill 
AMrioan oountriea. Suoh dictionari•• would 
eiaultaneoualJ ••rv• to lllake Jewleh cultural. val
ue■ available to new generation.a and intelligible 
to the non..Jewieh echolarlJ world. 

,. Co■t ot preparation. • • • • • • • • • • • 

B. Coet ot publication. • • • • • • • • • • • 

To provide a■ a eubatitute tor the YIYO'• build1Ag 
in Vila& 3) a proper building in New York CitJ 
large enough to houae the Vilna YIVO Libr&rJ and 
Archive• and to provide taoil1t1e• tor the 
Graduate School •••••.••••••• ~ ••• 

1) 
$421,000 

2) 
336,000 

$'162,000 

4) 
$300,000 

1) For a ■taff of three editor■ at an annual aalarJ ot $6,000 each, three_ 
aaaistant editor• at $5,000 eaoh annuallJ tor ten J•ar• and two technical 
aa•i•tanta at $4,000 each &DDuallJ tor a period ot twelve 7eara. 

2) latimated at 1952 price• on the buia ot 4,000 Pa&•• per volume 1n the 
accepted tonaat ot the comprehensive diotiona17. 

3) The YIVO buildia& in Yilna wa• deaigned apecitical.lJ tor the Iutitut• 
(aee page 1). 

,) The preaent YIYO building in New York 1• not adequate. It wu purohaaed 
for the American Branch of YIYO in 1942, when it wu preau.ed that after the 
war YIVO headquarter■ would again be in Yilna. 

To ll&ke it adequate the preaent building would require at leut two 
additional ■tori••• Architect•• eatilllat•• ot the coat ot ■uob conatruotion 
coaae to $300 ,ooo. 

The preaent building 1• aituated in a neighborhood which, on JanuarJ 15, 
1953, waa oond111Md bJ the Board of ~•t1Jlatea ot th• CitJ of llew York to 
make poaa1ble the erection in tbat area of a Cooperative HoU81q ProJeot. 
A requeat tor excep~ion wu JU.de bJ YIVO. Should, bowner, thl• requeat be 
denied, the aum or $300,000 would be needed, ln addition to the aaount YIYO 
will reoe1ve a■ coapenaatlon Crom \he City tor it• preaent buildin&, to 
enable YIYO to erect a new and larger building, one that will be tull.J 
equipped not only to house the preaent collection• ot YIVO in Hew York, but 
to provide tbe needed tao111t1e• for the Graduate Sobool. 
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x. No aua le requeated to. replace the oona1derable colleot1on ot 
painting•, drawing• and •oulpture by J'ew1ab art1ata owned bJ 
YIVO and deatro7ed bJ the Naai~ (aee page 5), which would re
quire an aaowit ot at least $85,000, a1no• the po•••••1on of 
euob an art gallery 1• not a priae condition tor tb• prograa 
under oona1derat1on. 

XI. Jlo aeparate aua 1a requeated to replace the Theatre Mu••• ot 
the Vilna YIVO, a1no• thoae collectora •ploJ•d to aatber 
archival aateriala on the 1ewiah oataatropb• in Du-ope ( ••• 
page 10, ,) would al•o be alerted 1,o aearoh tor~ auoh 
auaewa obJec't.a a't.111 extant. 

1) 
!>ISTRIBUrlCII OP UBDBD PUIDS OVBa • TDLVB-YBil PliIOD 

l a I ' 7 8 9 10 11 12 TOHL Pa 
PRO,Tla'f 

'20, - ) 
3, 3, ) 

10, ,o, 60, 10, 60, 60, 60, 10, 60, '10,000) $ 769,000 
2,, 26, II, •• - ) 
32, u, 32,0 32,0 32, 20,000 ) 
1'. ) 
30, 30, 30, ) 109,000 
29, , .. ,., 11, 

91,~ 71,0 "· 24,000) 
12, "'· "'. "'. u,o 36, 14, 11,000 ) 1,ou,000 
3, 3, 3, - - ' - ) 

14,0 14, 1", H, 1", 1", 

1":7 

u, 14,000) 
a,' 2T' 27, a7, 27, 27, 27, 27, 27,000 ) Ul,000 

4, - ) 
12, 12, ) 
18, 18, 18, 18,000) 160,000 

) 
a, ,000 ) lH,000 

) 
14,000 ) H,000 
1, I, 5, 5, 5, ) 
a, a, a, a, a, ) 

•• 6,0 •• •• • • •• ) 
18, 18, 11, 11, 11, 11, 18,000 ) no,ooo 

il, il, "1,00 "1, 41, il, •• 1,000 ) 
H, 51, H, 51, H,000 ) 711,000 

300,000 ) 100,000 -
$121, 18, ,. 189, 119, 

"'·"'' ,000 

1) SOM ot \be proJeot• 111 \be R•babUUaUOG Proar .. of tlYO ooulcl be cl1etr1butecl our a loac•r per1od of Jean, 
otb•r• requ1re a •boner pe~1od. 

2) Tb• poe1\1ou I-&I nter \o the proJeote 11•t•d 111 the Keb&blllta\1011 Proaraa etartlq OD pee••• 
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1929, 16 pagea; 
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(Proceedinp of the Conterenoe of the Yiddlah So1ent1tio Inatit.ut.e), Vllna, 
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1936, 210 pagea; 
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186 page•; 
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