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111 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

August 5, 1938.

Dr. A. H. Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio.

My dear Silver:

On Thursday evening, September 15th, at the Hotel
Commodore, 42nd Street and Lexington Avenue, the Zionist
Organization of America will give a dinner in homor of its
newly elected President, Dr. Solomon Goldmean, who is now
enroute to Palestine for a brief wisit in order to bring to the
Yishuv in its present hour of stress a message of hope and con-
fidence from the Zionists of America, and remew his contact
with the creative life in the homeland.

I am to serve as chaiman of the committee to arrsnge
this dinner, which will be an occasion not only for a cordial
welcome to Dr. Goldman, but also to bring together the Zionist
workers of this city in = spirit of comradeship and rededication
to our task of rendering maximum service to the cause of Pal-
estine Rebuilding.

I sm inviting members of the Executive, New ‘ork
members of the Administrative Cimmittee and other friends
to serve on the Dinner “ommittee. I await your acceptance
to serve on this committee snd trust that I may count upon
your full cooperation in arreanging this important function.
Formal invitations will be sent later but meanwhile please
reserve the date of September 15th for yourself and your
friends.




MINUTES OF Z,0.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 11, 1938, 4:30 P,M, AT THE

OFFICE OF THE Z,0,4., 111 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY.

PRESENT: Messrs. Lipeky (in the Chair), Goldberg, Lewisohn, Ress, Rocker,
Rothenberg, Siegel, Szold, Weinberg; Dr. Harris levine (representing
Order Sons of Zicni Eleazar Lipsky .nd Cohen (representing ycuth
organizations).

Excusee for absence from:- Rabbi Briclkmer, Dr., Isruel Goldstein, leysr Levy,
A. H. Rosenberg, Judge Mack, Siron Shetzer, Elilu Stons.

PAIESTINE IRFENSE FUND:

Mr., Lipsky stated that the principal item on the agenda of this meating
was the ratter of the Palestine Defense Fund.

He reported on a meeting of the Falestine Defense Cor: ittee held the
other day, with the participation of representatives of all the Zionist parties,
including the Mizrachi, Poale Zion and Hadassal, as well as some merbers of thias
Executive Committes. The liizrachi repres entatives, in particular, were exceed-
ingly alarred over the situation, and were launching an Emsrgency Carpaign in the
Jewish Morning Journal. It was felt at that weeting, however, that no large-scale
emergency campalgn throughout the United States was possible in Aupust or early in
Septenber, but that some action be taken by all the Zionist Organizations in the
line of the Mifdei Hazioni, approved by the Actions Cormittee, calling upon all
Zioniste %o contribute to the EBrergency Fund for Defense. It vms agreed by those
present at the Defonse Cormittee meeting that the various Organizatlons be urged
to ¢all wupon their respective remberships for comtributions to this Defense
Fund, and Mr, Iipeky promised the neeting that he would submit to the Executive
of the ZOA the question of an appeal for individual self-taxation cn the part of
the ZOA merbership.

Mr. Lipsky added that the Vaad Bitachon is collecting funds through in-
dividual solicitation; that Mr, Fainstein, who had been sent here by the Jewish
Agenoy in comnsction with this activity, had collected over $30,000 in cash; and
that the Corizittee under the direction of Mise Udin is working very systeratically
and quietly along this line.

The following discussion ensued on the question of a direct appeal tc the
mexberehirp.

Mr, Rocke:r believed that the apreal t¢ the mexbership should Le for the
Vaad Bitachon Fund only.

Mrs Lipeky replied that it ie irmaterial whether the roney goes t¢ the
Emergency Fund of the Executive in Palestine or directly for the Defense Fund.

My, Sz0ld was of the opinion that the letter should be sent to the Chair-
men apprieing them of the situation and asking ther to get the local Ziomlsts toO
contribute to the Defe nse Fund)} but that the local Zionists should not be sclic~
ited directly from the National Office. Instead they should be asked by their
District Officers to undertake a specific quota.
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Mr.Ress stited thnt = lotter el uld go ¢t All the merbers witha
special suprlerentary lettor to te District Officers.

Mr.G:1ldberg telisved that an appeal t¢ the rerhership w-uld result in
scall ccntrituti-ne for the Defense Fund., Instead, = streng ajppeal shculdle
zade for the Epsrgency Fund, with a separate letter tc the Dietrict Officers asking
ther t0 sarrark sone of that roney for the Defense Fund.

Judge Rothenlterg expreassed the opinion that it wouldbe veryc mnfusing
t0 appeal fort wo different funds. Instead, we shculd ccncentrats ¢n an erargency
affort, and thereafter set aside part for the Bitachon,

Mr.Ress raised the question whether we have the right, in view of our
relatiohs with the U,P.A,, to send cut an appeal for an erergency fund,

Judge Rothenberg replied that 4t wwuldt e ag rave rdaetaks to use the
w-rd "dafense" pullicly in the appeal, since theBritish Government atill fcrtids
the arcing of private citizens.

Dr. Lewischn recogmized t he validity of Judge Rothenberg's cbjectionm,
and sugzestedthe uee of the word "security" instead c¢f "defenge".

Mr.S8iegel, howaver, was of the opihion that the word “"defenss" has a
definite psychological value at the preeent rcnent.

It wvas finally moved, seccndad and carried

THAT a letter b esent cut to every individual rercber of the

2.0,A, regarding e elf-taxation for the Palestine Defense Fund;
that this letter be reinforced by letters or telsgrams to the
District Chairuen and cther important District Officers, and

that the letter b e signed by a committee of five for it he Exeaative.

MORDECAI S CHVARTZ:

Mr. Iipsky called attention to the eff-rts teing rade tc securs the
pardon or comutation of the death eantence of Mcrdecal Schwartz, who has been
condernad to die next T uesdny, I cr the murder of an Arab policeman. Hs further
peinted cut that -ne of the Judges whc tried the c ase had sald that tlhere wase in-
sufficient evidence t¢ convict Schwartz.

After some discussion, it was movaed, seconded -nd carried
THAT a cable be sent to the Executive in Lond-n, ¢ 2lling

attenticn to tha fact that the decision t¢ execute Schwartz
next Tuesday ie disturbing Jews here, and to ask for leniency.

POLITICAL SITUATION:

Mr, Idpeky called attention to the fact t hat a nurber of Jews here are
zeating with Arabe for t he purpcse of exploring ways of psace, arcng t hem Rabbl
Drachman, Rat:i Cardozo, Rabbi Herbert Goldstein, Dr. Gorelick, a lr.Rcthenberg
and Prof, Hans Kchn,.

Mr. Lipsky also callsd attention to the letter of Katibah in The New
York Timss of last Sunday, regarding a round-table discussion. Hs had drafted
and sent a repty to The Tirses.
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Dr. Lewlsoln euzgestsd tiat the organization eircularize the newspapere
advieing them that these pers-ns who are medting with tho Arabs do not rarresent
us; and that a latter be sent t0 Dr."ise atout t his,

Continuing on the political eituatiun, lir.Goldterg stated t hat taie
sllence on the part of Dr,Teizmann is having a bad effect, since Zionists are
anxiuely awaiting some word of reassurance from him,

Mr.lips ky pcinted cut that Dr.Veligzmann is ill and undergoing treatment
for a2 throat 2ilment.

Dr. Lewlschn suggested thot o statemont be sent cut to the entirs
Amsrican prees.

Mr.Goldberg suzgested t 21t ~ cablel 2 sent t o Dr.VWelzmam asking him
for a reassuring statemsnt for publication.

After further discussi-n, it was rmoved, seccnded and carriad

THAT a manifesto of 21l the Partise be issusd to the

Joewg of this country, in t2s nature of reassuring them

tiat cur ideals will ultimntely triumph in spite of cur
prosant difficulties; ~nd that leesrs. Goldberg and Lewlschn
draft such statemant,

IEW PALESTINE ADVERTISING:

Mr.Rocksr subritted o suggesti-n that had corme to him for a theatrical
rage in The Naw Palsstine t0 include revisws and advertisemsnte and which nay
yield n inc-re =f about $300,

Meating 1dj umrmed at 6:15 F.lf,

Respectfully subndtted,
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THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

cordially invites you

to attend a

DINNER

in honor of

DR. SOLOMON GOLDMAN

on the occasion of his election as President

and upon his return from Palestine

THURSDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 15, 1938

at seven o'clock

HOTEL COMMODORE

Forty-second Street and Lexington Avenue
New York, N. Y.

$2.50 per cover
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF Z.0.A. EXECUTIVE HEID ON WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1938,
8:30 P,M,, AT THE OFFICE OF THE %, O, A,, 111 FIFTE AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY,

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chai); Messrs. Morris Rothenberg,Robert
Szold, Stephen S, Wise, Ludwig Lewisohn, Morris Margulies, David Berenstein,
Barnett R.Brickner, Charles A. Cowen, Harry M.Fisher, Harry Friedberg, A. H.
Friedland, Abraham Goldberg, Abrahamn Goldstein, Israel Goldstein, James G.Heller,
Edward L. Israel, Harrig J, Levine, Israel H, Levinthal, Irving Miller, Charles
Ress, 4, H.,Rosenberg,Carl Sherman, William I,Siegel, Elilu D.Stone, Mrs. Judith
Epstein (representing Hadagseh), Lawrence Cohen (representing Ayukeh); by invita-
tiont Samel Berson, Sol Cohen, Harry P.Fierst, Abraham Krumbein, Iouis Rinsky,
Louis P.Rocker, Sigrmund Them, Morris Weinberg, Meyer W. Weisgal; Jacod Golub,
Israel Maltin,Robert Silverman; Mrs, Jacobs and Mrs.Shulman (Hadassah),

Excuses for Non-Attendence were receivedfrom Judge Hemry Ellenbogen and Meyer Levye

REPORT OF DR, QOLD-Alis

I do not lmow that I ought to in the few mimutes that Iwant to take, dwell on
Poland, 4ustria, or even Czechoslovakia, I think I ought to proceed irmadiately
to Palestine and to &y just thist I spent seven days altogether in the country,
I arrived on a Thursday and left the following Thursday, I assure you that I
crowded in the seven days as nmch es it was humanly possible, I met individually
some 60 or 70 neople a2 day, in addition to several public assemblies, and travel-
ling through the country, I saw the danger spots of the country. I was in Ain
Hashofet,the Averican colony named after Justice Brandeis, as well as Hannita,

I was in Tel Aviv, of course, Jerusalem, and Haifa,

Ag to the terror that seems to be uppermost inthe minds of us all: The terror

has not terrorigzed the Yishub, It has terrorized the Arabs much more. The Arabs
are leaving Palestine by the thousands. Land can be purchased now at vetter prices
than perhaps in & decade, Throughout the colonies the confidence of the Yighub
is inspiring and is a source of hope and the conviction of ultimate victory., It
is also true of large numbers in the cities, but on the whole, urban populations
apo not different, even in Palestine,from what they are throughout the worlde
Many in Tel Aviv and many in Jerusalem and many in Haifa are not = inspiring or

as encouraging or as determined as the people throughout the colonies, As a mat-
ter of fact, there is another reason, besides the differencebetween the farm and
the city. The Arabs have, to tranglate a phrase used so frequently in Palestine,
made peace with the colonies, They have come t o realize that theirattacks are
useless, that they have to count invariably heavy losses, In Hannita today there
is a room in the central building,for rec8iving Arabs and for conferences with
them, The Arab who sold most of the land which now belongs to Hannita expressed
the hope that he would be allowed to die in the midst of the Jewish boys and girls
there. He said to them: 'I know that you will teke care of me in my old age.!

In cities, the situation is not as easily controlled, You can shoot in Tel Aviv
and in Haifaj you can throw bombs, and, as Mr, McDonald said to several mpresenta~
tives of the Agency: 'Not even the German Army could protect anyone of these cite
ies completely against a terror.! The most serious phase is the mininge Mines
cannot ® placed, or are placed with extreme difficulty, where the roads are fin-
ished, paved. In the opinion of people with whom I discussed the matter, 60% of
the Jewish casualties might have been avoided if more roads had been paved, That
is particularly true of the two danger spots in the country -- Remat Haltovesh and
Ain Hashofet, I reached Ramat Hakovesh the day they finished the new road; but
the boys and girle who are in Ain Hashofet are the liaccabees of the day, There

is no road; there is no approach; you climb there as Jonathan did over the moun-
tains, The Agency has given them $2,500 to $3,000 towards their 'k'vish!, but
they need another $4,000 or $6,000, and those $4,000 or $5,000 may meke & differ-
ence in saving a mumber of lives in Ain Hashofet,
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I do not want to leave the impression that the terror isfelt in the cities, that
is, that the Jews in the cities are terrorized, That is not so, JIn Te) Aviv, and
in Jetusalen and Haifa I moved about without any protection, with perfect ease, in
an open car, The Tel Aviv beach was crowded, the theatre was packed, the moving
picture houses were packed, so were the cafess It was equally true of Jerusalem
and of Haifa, ILife is going on in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, Haifa was until just
two months ago the ideal city as far as Jewish~Arab relations were concerned, until
the bombing of the market, Since then there is practically no relationship be-
tween the two comrmnities. The Arab stores are empty in the Jewigh section, and
the Jewish stores are empty in the Arab section. An effort is being made now to re—
esteblish comrmnications between the two elementss The Haifa Aoeb is more commer-
cial-mindeds Au 2conomic pressure is bringing him to his senges mmuch more rapidly
than in other parts of the country. I oonclude this part of the report of the
terror by saying that the Arabs are more terrorized (by the Arabs) than the Jewse
Many Arabs are degerting Palestine, and the Jews can now buy land which they could
not possibly purchase a few years ago. The gravest phase of the Palestinian sit-
vation is not the terror, but its effect on the economic 1life of the Yishub, The
depression today is not as serious as we take it to be here. Owr understanding of
it is exaggerated, But if it were to continue as it is now for another half year
or & year, the situvation will be veryseriouss The remedy is not so much halting
the terror as providing an Aliyah —— immigration — into the eountry.

Nowes to the political situation — the political situation, as you know, is not
altogether located in Palestine, It is also in London, Briefly,Dr, Wgizmann,
Mr,Ben Gurion, Prof.Brodeteky, Mr.Shertok, know nothing definite about the out-
come of the Comnission Report. They will know by the end of the month ~- so they
hope, And as soon as any knowledge is available, hefore it is even reported any-
where else, it will be reported to Dr.Wise and Mr. Lipsky and this Executive. But
there are conjectures gathered in Palestine as well as in London, The Joseph levy
report, which is spread widely becauseof the prestige of the lew York Times, is
definitely a falsehood, it is a fabrication from the beginning to the end, MNr,
MacDonald is authoritatively quoted as saying that only an enemy of the Jew could
have been guilty of spreading such a rumor, Mr. MacDonald is also quoted auth-
oritatively as saying that he does not know what the Commission will report, Con-—
Jectures are that partition will remain in principle, but will not be immediately
implemented; tixt the British will define a Jewish area and into tlat area Jews
willbe able to come in accordance with the principle of absorptive capacity. But
that, I say, is a conjecture, I have this from merbers of the Agency and I gath-
ered it from other sources in Palestine., One particular source —- and I think the
best man, who perhaps is in a better position that most of our own people-~ a non-
Jew — I regret that I canaot mention his name, but a reliable source who gave me
the same report —- I later discovered tallied with what I heard in London,

There is a general feeling in Palestine, as well as in London, that the Jews of

the United States must now begin to play a far more important role in Zionist af-
fairs than they have hitherto, not only with regard to the privilege we have enjoyed
hitherto of raising funds, but in the political affairs of Zionism. The Agency will
turn to us very shortly and ask us to establish without delay a Political Depart-
ment in Washington, Details of it will come with & letter and we ghall have time

to discuss it when the commmication reaches us.

Here then is the peychology of the terror situation, the economic, the political
situation in the Yishub and generally sbout Palestine,

One word in conclusiont The Yishub has passed the experimental stege. It is now
deeply rooted and cannot be overthrown except by an unexpected catastropho, — a
world war that might assume proportions that we cannot foresee, There is today
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in Palestine a Jewigh Homeland, The Jews have established there power-houses which
cannot be cut off by the Arabs, They have their own roads which cannot be shut off
by the Arabs, They have their divoct gormmnicationsy they have their self-defense;
they have the complete parephernalia of a Jewish Homeland, and the conviction is
deep that the Yighub is there to stay, to grow, maybe not as rapidly as they and we
would want to have it, but it is definitely there to stay. They ffeel that the two
and one-half years constituted the severest days that thoy have had to face. They
have emerged thus far unbroken, They are carrying on, But they say everywheret

'We are in the trenches; but American Jewry is the oreph, the army back of the
first line,! I think we ought to remerber it,

REPORT OF R, MARGULIES:

Iwant to touch upon the security problem in Palestine. I knew somethingbout it
before I went to Palestine, but I was very happily surprised to learn what the real
facts are, Between the British Army and the Ghaffirs we have now in Palestine a
force of 22,000 men -- 12,000 British soldiers and 10,000 Ghaffirs. These Gnaffirs
are integrated in the Britieh Army. They have their own non-commigsionedofficersj
they have about 250 corporals and about 75 sargeants. They are paid by the Gavern-—
ment, They are supplied uniforms and rifles and ammunition by the Government. In
addition to these 10,000, there are some 10,000 connected with the Haganah, who are
not officially recognized, but of whom the Govermnment 1s informed,

(Mr, Margulies then reported on conversations he had with British
military officials while in Palestine, regarding the ralationahi;g

and cooperation between the British Army and the Jewigh Ghaffirs

I would lilke our Executive henceforth to give some thought to a new phase in the
economic life of Palestine — to the development of industry. I was tremendously
impressed by an organization called the Mamufacturers Association which is composed
of the loading mamufacturers in Palestine, This Association is going to agk our
approval of their sending a Commnissioner here in comnection with the Palestine Pav-
ilion; they want to use that occasion as a means of promoting Tozereth Haoretz, This
Manufacturers Agsociation, if properly supported, may prove from an industrial point
of view for the development of the Yishubwhat the Hijstadruth has proven from the
point of view of iabors And if the Jewish Homeland is to be enlarged, the matter
of developing industry rmust receive our closest attention, for it is not receiving
any attention from the other Zionist groupse; nor is the Agency devoting much time

or study to the problem,

(Mr. Margulies urged that the Executive give thought to the question of
the General Zionists in Palestine.) He saidt I had a nunber of conferences with
groups in Haifa and Tel Aviv. I did not meet with any in Jerusalem, for there is
not even a small organized grouwp of QGeneral Zionists in Jerusalem, I have heard
from many peonle who are not Gegneral Zionists that it is of the utmost importance
for the successful developmen: of the Yishub that a Ggneral Zionist Party be es-
tablished in Palestine; that this was necessary even from the point of view of the
Histadruth.

I was emaged to learn that the Eistadruth today has to give away 37% of whatever
labor is assigned to it to groups outside of the Hjstadruth., The Revisionists

get 11%§ the Miwmrachi get 11%; group B receives 5% other unorganized growps receive
5% We are tho only growp not included., It would app: ar that because Grouwp 4
favors the Hjistadruth, it is entirely out of the picture,
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(Dr« Geldman suggested that the question of the General Zionists in
Palestine deserves and requires a whole meeting of the Z.0.A. Executive,)

The Chairmsn then called upon Mr, Henry Montor, Executive Director of the United
Palestine Appeal, who reported on his observations at the Antwerp Conference,

and on the situation in Palestine where he visited prior to the Mtwerp Conference,
He stressed the need for larger funds for defense and s ecurity in Palestine,

A protracted discussion followed.

Dr. Goldmen felt that although Mr. Montor, as the man who raises the money, ocan
rightly underscore the great need of the Yishub, nevertheless here and there he
painted the picture a trifle darker than it is.

The following motion was unanimously adopted:

On the basis of reports on the Palestine situation subtmitted by

the President and Secretary to the Executive of the Zionist Organi=-
zation ef America, it was resolved to recommend to the United Pales-
tine Appeal as the fund-raising instrument ef the Keren Hayesod and
Keren Kayemeth to initiate an emergency conference te which all Zion-
ist groups and Palestine fund-raising agencies would be invited for
the purpose of discussing and adopting a program for enlarged fund-
raising for Palestine,

CLARIFICATION ON DEFENSE FUNDS;:

Rabbl Brickner asked who is responsible for the "Emergency Fund" Campaign now
going onj also, what should be the attitude of disciplined Zionists towanrd these
efforts.

Dr.Goldman stated that thies emergency cempaign was initiated by an organization
known as the "Sons of Eretz Yisroel", The day before he (Dr.Goldman) left for
Palestine a Committee of thig organization called en him and urged that something
be done, In view of Dr.Goldman's departure the following day, he asked Mr.Szold
and Mr. Lipsky to teke over this matter. Dr.Goldman added that hedid not know
whether the "Sons of Palestine" thencalled on Mr.Szold or Mr. Lipsky, or whether
they went directly to the Jewish Moming Journal with their plea.

Mr.Szold stated that there were two meetings of the Z+0.As Executive held during
the summer which were deveted to the problem of defense funds. With reference to
the emergency c ampaign whichwas conducted by t he Morning Journal, the Zionist Org-
anization and the Executive had nothing to do with that effort. Mr.Szold was of
the opinion that that campeign was initiated under the auspices of the United Pal-
estine Appeal with the sanction of the United Palestine Appeal, before Mr, Montor
left for Europe. What Mr. Szold is more intimately familiar with is the Vaad Bita=
chon which is8 not an emergency campaign at all, but which is a Committee for the
purpose of raising money for Haganah, which has been in existence since the Spring
of 1937 raising money from select people, not as a campaign, but by asking individ-
uals orgroups to emtribute extra money for this special activity. This matter was
thoroughly explained at the meeting of the Z,0.A. Executive held on August 29,1938,
Mr.Szold added that he would be glgd to ge into it again, but he did not think it
necessarys The Vaad Bitachon Committee has raised about $47,000. Most of it has
gone te Palestine, to Mr.Eliezer Kaplan, as Tregsurer of the Jewish Agency, for Vaad
Bitachon. The Committee was organized by Mre Kaplan when he was here in the Spring
of 1837, As a result of a meeting called by the Vaad Bitachon shortly before Mr.
Lipsky left for Europe, in which Mr. Lipsky asked the various Zionist Organizations
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to raise money for this purpose in any way they saw fit. A meeting of t he Execu-
tive of the Z.0.A. was called and it was duly voted that a letter go out toeach
member of the Zionist Organization of Amerieca == asking for a contribution. The
vote was that a Committee of Five sign the letter which Mr. Lipsky should draft.
The letter was duly drafted and Mr, Lipsky asked several people teo sign it, lr,
Szold declined to sign it. Judge Rothenberg declined to sign it. Mr, Lipsky in
the meantime left for Europe, Under the circumstances, Mr.Szold called a s econd
meeting of the Exeoutive and explained to t hem what happened, and at that meeting
it wvmas decided that that effort should be postponed and await the retum of Dr.
Goldman.,

lirs Montor pointed out that the Morning Joumal Campaign was initiated at the re=-
quest of the New York United Palestine Appeal. No appeal was made to anyone out-
side Hew York City. People outside New York City weretold that this is an exclus=-
ively New York City campaign. When the Morning Journal was approached to raise
supplementary funds in New York City, the Morming Journal consented. The other
papers did not consent., A cablewas sent to the Executive of the Jewish Agency for
Palestine requesting that a message be sent to the Jewish Mormming Journale The
Jewigh Morning Jourmal was a_s good as any ether medium if wehad properly cooperat-

eds Subsequently, the Poale Zion through The Dey and Forward launched a campaign
for the Gewertschaftoen,

STATEMRT TO EE ISSUED BY PRESIDENT:

Rabbi Brickner felt that the country is anxiously waiting to hear froem Dr.Goldman,
He suggested, therefore, that a statement be issued embodying some of the things
which aro likely te be followed up through action by the Conference to be initiated
by the United Palestine Appeal,

Rabbi Miller stressed the fact that all propagenda efforts at this time must lead
up to a membership campaign, therefore, in addition to what Rabbl Brickner has put
forth, he s uggested that the President issue a manifesto to be read from the pul-
pits on Rosh Hashonah morming, regarding the state of affairs of the Jows of the
world and as it relates to Palestine,

Drs Lewisoln recalled that a motion to the effect that a manifesto be issued upon
the retutn of the Prosident was made at a previous meeting of the Exemutive, and as
a matter of faet, such a manifesto hans already been drafted by a committee which
was appointede

Rabbi Heller stated that it was the opinion of the Ohio Valley Conference that the
Z.0.A. Execoufiive should give consideration teo the problem of organization; that the
ZeOsAe ought to conecentrate on e ducation and membershipe This has actually been
done in Southern Ohio, Indiana snd West Virginia, the States comprising the Ohio
Vdley Regione He suggested that a plan be worked out fbr approaching communities
throughout the country in some organized fashiony we have a very fallow field in
this country and we ought tobegin to till it,

Rabbi Israel moved, and it was seconded and unanimously c arried

THAT on the occasion of the High Holidays a statement be issued
by the President of the Z.0sA, to the Jewish leaders of America;
and that national radio broadeasts be arranged to discuss the
present Jewish situation,




ORGANIZATION OF YRAR'S WORK:

Mr, Cowen urged the appointment of s tanding committees who arc to report back to
tho Executive,

Dr.Goldman stated that there are at least two very important matters tobe consid-
ered. Before he left for Europo and Palestine he had discussed the year's work with
Dr.Wise and a number of members of the Executive, and to a good many members of the
Executive and men and women not on the Executive he wrote, asking them to think out
tho problem the Z,0.A. faces in organizing the Zionist movement in the United States
and to sond him their suggoestions and their plans and to spare noaiticism; to
writo as frankly as they felt the situation required., When he came to his eabin

on the Washington he found a great deal more than he had anticipated. As a result
he has splendid memoranda prepared by members of the Executive and by Jewish lead-
ers, publicists and oducators throughout the cowntry, He has been attempting to
boil down all of these memoranda into a workable program for the year, and will be
ready with it in the very near future,

Rabbl Heller stated that for quite a number of years and for a variety of causes,
the membership of the Zionist Organization and tho activities have been at very
low ebbs It is our duty to ask '"Why?' and 'What is tobe done about it?' Those
questions should be asked about (1) personnel and (2) methods, and anyone who loves
Zionism must face those two questions,

ZeOsAe ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE =-- 1938 = 39

Mr. Elihu D.Stone called attention to the fact that en Administrative Committee
has not yet been organizeds He pointed out that at the last Convention, because
of the lateness of the hour, the Chairman of the Nominations Committee was unable
to present the names of the Administrative Committees Inasmuch as the names were
not presented to the Convention, the Convention woted to delegate its authority to
the Executive,with the instruction thnt the new Executive at its first meoting
should name the Administrative Committee, Nothing wns done at the first meeting
of the new Executive,

Following a lengthy discussion on the statement of Mr.Stone and the suggestion of
Dr. Heller, the following motions were umanimously adopted,

le THAT A Committec be appointed to examine the minutes
of the last Convention and préesent its report to the
next meeting of the Executive, for the purpose of con-
firming or disaffiming the Administrative Committee
list,
THAT the President appoint an Committee of this bedy to

help him bring bofore the next meoting of the Executive
a program of organization for thec eming year.

Mr, Margulies pointed out that no meetings of the Administrative Committee can be
held until tho Executive has approved the list,

Meoting adjourned at 12:45 A.M.
Rgspectfully submitted,
MORRIS MARGULIES,

Secretary.
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COMMITTEE OM BANKING AND CURRENCY

Cleveland
Ootober 10, 1938

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
Ansel Road Temple,

Ansel Road at East 105th St.,
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

This will acknowledge telegram
signed by you and other members of the Cleveland
Jewish Counoil, in which is quoted telegram sent
to Seoretary of State Cordell Hull, requesting that
he make representations to the British Govermment
ocomoerning Palestine.

This is a matter in which I am
deeply interested and I have been glad to endorse
the represemtations of your Council as is evidenced
by the attached copye

Sincerely yowrs,




COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF CLEVELAND REQUESTING THAT YOU MAKE REPRESENTATIONS
T0 BRITISH GOVEENMENT CONCERNING PALESTINE (8T0P) I AN DERPLY
INPRESSED WITH REPRESENTATIONS MADE BY COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND SINGCERFLY
HOPE YOU WILL FIND IT CONSISTENT TO TAKE ACTION AS REQUESTED (STOP)

HAY I HEAR FROM YOU

ROBEET J DULKLEX
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THE INTERNSYTIONAL SYS " A

933 0CT 11 PM 1
CE42 365 3 EX DL RELAY LN=HR NEWYORK NY 11 405p

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER=
TIFERETU 1SRAEL CLVD=

GRAVITY OF SITUATION
TO DEMAND WHOLEHEARTED

ARE TO SAVE JEWISH ACHIEVEMENTS

AFFECTING PALESTINE OF SUCH CHARACTER AS
IMMEDIATE AND UNPRECEDENTED ACTION IF

IN PALESTINE AND KEEP DOORS OF
PALESTINE OPEN. DECISION BY BRITISH CABINET

WE

IMMINENT WITHIN WEEK
THEREFORE MUST MOBILIZE ALL FRIENDS JEWISH AND NONJEW I SH

ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDULAS TO IMPRESS UPGN OUR GOVERNMENT

EXTENT OF OUR CONCERN. URGE YQU PERSONALLY SEND A TELEGRAM TO
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT AND CALL UPON ALL MEMBERS OF YOUR

CONGREGATION TO DO LIKEWISEL LET NO INDIVIDUAL JEW FEEL THAT

HE IS TOO INSIGINFICANT TO ADD HIS VOICE IN THIS EXTRAORDINARY
CRISIS. SUGGEST TELEGRAM YOU AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS OF YOUR
CONGREGATION SEND TO PRESIDENT ROOSVELT ALONG FOLLOW| N

QUOTE PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC
WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED BY THE REPORTS THAT GREATBRITAIN 1S

PLANNING TO STOP JEWISH IMMIGRATION INTO PALESTINE AND THUS CLOSE

ONE OF THE PRIMARY AVENUES FOR JEWISH REFUGEES ToO ESCAPE FROM
THE OPPRESSION AND SUFFERING VISITED UPON THEM

WE EARNESTLY TRUST THAT YOU Wikk USE YOU UTMOST

G LINES

IN EUROCPEAN LANDS-.

INFLUENCE TO
AVERT AN ACTION ON THE PART OF THE BRISTISH GOVERNMENT THAT MUST
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THIE ISNTERSAYTIONAE SYSTEM

DESTORY ALL POTENTIALITIES FOR SUCCESS OF THE INTERGOVERNEMNTAL
COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES WHICH WAS CREATED AT THE EVIAN
CONFERENCE AND WHICH WAS BORN OUT OF YOUR HISTORIC HUMANITARIAN
PROGRAM FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE VICTIMS OF EUROPE AN HATE.
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE THROUGH THE UNANIMOUS RESOLUTION ADOPTED RY
CONGRESS IN 1922 EXPRESSED 1TS APPROVAL OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME IN PALESTINE AND ALL OUR CHIEF
EXECUTIVES FROM PRESIDENT WILSON WHO HELPED FRAME THE BALFOUR
DECLARATION TO YOURSELF HAVE ON FREQUENT OCCASIONS EXPRESSEI
) ADMIRATION OF JEWISH ACHIEVEMENTS IN PALESTINE AND APPROVAL OF
THE EFFORT TO FIND FOR HOMELESS AND PERSECUTED JEWS A HAVEN OF
REFUGE IN THE ANCIENT JEWISH HOMELAND. THE LIVES OF GREAT MASSES
OF JEWS ARE BOUND UP WITH THE GREAT RECONSTRUCTIVE PROGRAM NOW
UNDER WAY IN PALESTINE. WE BEG YOUR AID IN AVERTING A CALAMITY
THAT MUST MAKE EVEN MORE INTOLERABLE THE BURDEN BORNE RBY
SUFFERING JEWS ABROAD UNQUOTE. PLEASE NOTE THAT TELEGRAMS SHOULD
BE INDIVIDUAL AND NOT ONE FOR MANY INDIVIDUALS. ARRANGE WITH

LOCAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE FOR SPECIAL RATES ON TELEGRAMS IN MASS=
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 1171 FIFTH AVENUE,




MINUTES OF MEETING QE z.o.n. mtzur;____n;a_r,,p cm WEDNESDAY EVENING
TOZ TE E.L g T | ORGANIZAIION OF

..ronxc_n;_

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), Messre Louis Lipsky, Morris
Rothenberg, Robert Sgold, William M., Lewis, Morris Margulies, Barnett R.
Brickner, Charles A, Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, A. H. Friedland, Abraham
Goldberg, Isradl Goldstein, James G. Heller, Edward L, Israel,

Harris J. Levine, Israel H. Levinthal, Irving Miller, Charles Ress,

Louis P. Rocker, Car)lSherman, Wm. I. Siegel, Elila D, Stone,

Morris lieinberg, Eleaser Lipsky, Dr. A, K, Epstein (aubntituting for
Judge Fisher and Col,A.H, Rosenberg of Chicago), Mesdames Epstein, Jacobs
and Pool (Hadassah); Dr, S. Bernstein, Henry Montor and Wm. 2. Spiegelman,

Excuses for Non-Attendance: Received from Messrs, Abraham Goldstéin,
Meyer Levy and Simon Shetszer,

PALESTINE SIIUALION:

Dr, Goldman stated that it was originally planned to camnsider the
program for the year at this meeting, but the eituation which now confronts
us geemg to make it impossible to think of anything else, Since many out-
of-town members are present at this meeting, who have not been close to the
situation, and also many of the members in the city whom we have not been
able to reach - Dr. Goldman suggested ‘hat this meeting be devoted to a
discusgsion of the emergency situation; to a report of what had been done
in the last four or five days; what we are planning to do and what khe
membere of the Executive feel ought to be done.

Dr, Goldman then called on the Secretary, who gave a factual report
on the emergency situation., The disturbing cable that set in motion all of
our activitiee was received from Dr. weizmann on Thursday, October 6th,
Mr, Margulies reported it wae addressed to Dr. Goldman, Dr. iise and
Mr, Lipsky. It read as follows:

" SERIOUSLY APREHENSIVE RADICAL REVERSAL POLICY PALESTINE
CRYSTALLIZAIION NATIONAL HOME STOPPAGE IMMIGRATION EVEN
ESTABLISHMENT ARAB STAIT GRAV: DANGER STOP MUST IMMENTATELY
MOBILIZE ALL OUR FRIEMDS MAEKE AWERICAN VOICE HEARD THROUGH
ADMINISTRATION AND PRESS STOP SKIFPER SHOULD INTERVENE
BRITISH AMBASSADOR wASHINGION INSTRUCT AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
LONDON TAKE IusEDIATE ACTION MOST URGENT AMERICAN JEWRY ISSUE
STATEMENT JEwS WILL NOT SUBMIT TO FAI® QFASSYRIANS AND GIVE
UP JE«ISH PALESTINEM

Subsequently another cable came from Dr, lieizmann, asking that we
telephone him on Friday (October 7). Mr. Margudies then read the report
of the telephone conversation, in which Dr. Weismann urged that every
preseure be exerted within the next fortnight. On Friday afternoon,

following the telephone conversation, the following cable was received
from Dr, VWeizmann, addressed to Dr., .isge:

"SECRET HOSTILE POLITICAL FORCES VERY ACIIVE HERE wORKING
FOR ABANDONMENT NATIONAL HOME COMING FORTNIGHT CRITICAL.
NEW YORK ARAB INFLUENCE AND DANGERS ARABIAN wORLD GREATLY
EXAGGERATED, IMPPSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHMENT STATE HINTED
AT WITH HﬂﬂINlL REVERSAL MANDATE LITH SEVERLY HESTRIETEE

-tk
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Il IGRATION. FOREIGN OFFICE HOSTILE PLAYING wIIH ARASBIAN
STATE AGAINST US AND MAKING THEIR PRESSURE EXCUSE FOR
POLICY, «E AND YISHUB wILL STAND FIRd BUT REGUIRE EVERY
SUPPORT YOU CAN GIVE US. URGE YOU SEND INFLUENTIAL
DEPUTATION BRITISH AMBASSADOR"

Mr, Margulies reported that at that time they were already feeling
in London the pregsure of our worx over here, He reported on the meetings
of the full emergency committee and the various meetings of the smaller
committees, of the telegrams sent over Dr. Goldman's signature to 425
leaders throughout the United States, This was followed with material
that was sent out to all of the Districte implementing the sugzgestions
contained in the telegram,

Over 400 communities throughout the United States had been organized
as a regult of this firet telegram, and that thege communities were sending
telegrams to all their Congressmen, U,.S. Senators, Secretary Hull and
President Roosevilt. Thousands of telegrams poured into Washington. In
addition, telegrams went out to 17 national Jewish organizations. According
to the responges we received here, 9 had taten action, Many of these
organizatione are very close to the Zionist cause, dbut otherg are not -
for instance, the National Council of Jewigh liomen and the Central Conference
of American Rabbis,

Dr, Goldman pointed out that just as the 2Z.0.A, had sent telegrams
to its Districte, so had Hadaseah, the Poale Zion, the Mizrachi, the Order
Sons of Zion, the B'nail B'rith also contacted thelr constituencies through-
out the country.

In this connection, Mr. Elihu D, Stone reported that the B'nai B'rith
Lodges in New England had a conference; that they telephoned to Mr. Moneky
who advised cooperation, and they immediately sent a telegram to Washington
Jointly signed by every Lodge in the New Epgland region.

Mr, Lipsky stated that Mr. Monsiyy issued instructions in many cities
that the B'nal B'rith Lodges were to act similarly to the Zionist Districts
in the present situation,

Rabbi Heller said that Cincinnati was prepared to call a large mass
meeting.

Continuing hie report, Mr, Margulieg stated that at the meeting on
Friday (Oct. 7) it was decided to send a cablegram to Prime Minister
Chamberlain, Thie cablegram was signed by the heads of all the Zioniet
Organizations in America, In addition, At carried the signature of
Dr., Stephen S. uise, as President of the American Jewiphl€ongress, Mr.
Henry Meongky of the B'nai B'rith, and Dr. Cyrue Adler, as & member of
the Jewieh Agency, In addition to that telegram the late Mr., Vladeck
sent a very fine cable on behalf of 500,000 Jewish labor men, A cablegram
wag sent by Mr, Sol ii. Sgroek, on bechalf of the American Jewieh Committes,
to Dr., welgmann, with the request that it be tranemitted to Mr. Chamberlain,
These telegrams were also published in the prege, In addition to those
referred to above, telegrams were sent to 84 leading Christian clergymen
and laymen, with a draft of a cablegram to be sent to Mr, Chamberlain.
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any affirmative responses were received, the cablegram was dispatched to

Mr, Chamberlain, and coples of it were sent to the London Times, the Manchester
Guardian, the London Star, and The New Chronicle.~- VWe also sent out a message
to 100 intellectuals - authors, writers, publiciste - throughout the United
States, sizned by Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn and lr. Sholom Asch, Many favorable
responses were received - one negative response coming from Mr., Walter Lippman,
who stated that he hag never jJoined in the sending of such telegramg and there-
fore he very regretfully had to decline, A cablegram will be sent to the Royal
Society of London,

Mr, Lipsky-stated that a cable was sent by William Green, President
of the american Federation of Labor, from Houston, Texas, to Sir Walter
McLenran Citrine, General Secretary of the Trade Union Congress and Presideat
of the National Federation of Trade Unions, in London, England,

Another telegram was sent on Tuesday night (Oct. 11) by Dr. Solomon
Goldman, to 300 Rabhie in this country, urging them to wire President Roosevelt
and to contact their Congressmen and Senators, A meseage was to be sent to
500 Principals and Rabbie of Hebrew Schools and Talmud Torahs, urging them
to get the children and the parente to send out individual telegrams to the
President, The telegrams for the children couched in language understandable
te a child would undoubtedly have a very interesting effect.

Mr, Stone called attention to the National Convention of Hebrew .e0ha
Teachers being held on Thureday, October 13th, in New York, and suggested
that a representative of the 2.0.A, Executive be preeent,

Dr, Goldman appointed Dr. A. H. Friedland to repsesentt the Z.0.A.
at this Convention.

Mr, Margulies reported further that following this meeting a delegation
wae to leave for Wiashington, D.C. to call upon the British imbassador on
Thursday, and to visit Secretary Hull and the French Ambaggador on Friday.

On Thursday night Dr. Goldman was scheduled to speak from liashington on a
national broadcasti::All of the Districtes were notified of this broadcast and
we. received telggramg informing ue whether they have been able to make the
proper contactes with their local droadcasting station., In some cities, such
as Cleveland and Pittsburgh an. electrical transcript of the broadcast was

to be reproduced the following day,

Dr. Goldman stated that it was understood from ocur contacts with Dr.
Welzmann through cables and by telephone that what was needed was the hobiligza-
tion of American public opinion, - Zionists and non-Zionists, Jewigh and non-
Jewish ~ and that we set this as our goal, We tried to reach every available
avenue of public opinion. We contacted practically every Jewish community
in the country. The response wasg amazing.Palestine is deeply rooted in the
hearts of the Jews of America. If we ever had any doubt on that score, it has rew'
now been completely dispelled. The Jews were approached; they were reached -
not only the Zionists, but all of the Jews of Ametica - through their or-
%aninations. as well as individually; and we received remarkable support.

We approached the non-Jewish communities, that is, the Churches, clergymen,

:tci ﬁ:a Aﬁarim ieg:an ;ent a telegram to President Roosevel® couched in
cally American on la 8, W 9déma

éﬁgntry, and raneivaggmuch ed tarialugagggg%. TP SOIRE T

Judge Lewis sopke of the activity in Philadelphia in connection with
the emergency situation, The Enquirer, the Ledger, the Record, and the
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Bulletin were having editorials. Judge Lewis had a meeting with the Congress-
men in Philadelphia, all of whom have told him that they were prepared to do
everything we would agk of them, Pennsylvania's Leglslature then in session
was planning to adopt a Resolution. A Begolution was already introduced in the
Senate by non-Jews. The Lieut. Governor made a very fine speech, Judge Lewis
said he had every reason to believe that the Resolution, a very fine one,
would be passed unanimously. The sponsor, a Minister from Reading, made a
very warm appeal when he introduced it,

Mr. Elihu D, Stone, Rabbi EZdward L. Israel, Judge Henry Ellenbogen,
Dr, A, K. Epstein, spoke at length of the work being done in their respective
communities, among Jewe and non-Jews, Congressmen, Senators, educators, etc,

Rabbi Heller felt that both the telegramg totthe Districts and the
Regions, and the cablegram to Dr, weizmann, are exceedingly vagme. Dr. Heller
gaid he understood that something ie threatened, and he thought that these
present ought to return to their respective communities with a much more con-
crete idea as to what is threatened.

Judge Rothenberg explained that the intention was to bring to bear
the impact of all these extraordinary demonstrations of American public opinion
upon the Btttish Cabinet and upon the British people; they ought in some way
to be made to fedl what is happening in thie country, in addition to all the
telegramg that have come to them, They should be made aware of this out-
pouring of sentiment in this country.

r, Lipsky pointed out that the Resolution adopted by all the Jewish
national organizations was reported in detail to the London Times and other
papers; coples were sent to the Colonial Secretary, The fact that these
thinge were registering in London was indicated in the New Yprk Timees and
other papers, :

Mr. Lipsky agreed with Dr, Goldman and Mr, Margulies that there has
never been such an overwhelming response on the part of non-Jewish elements.
The feelin: was much more sympathetic, much more human and much more genuine
thant it was ever before., (Contacts were establighed in every city. The
telegrams directed to the State Department from Congressmen, Senators, etc.
created unparalleled public opinion, Replying to Babbl EHeller's observation
Mr, Lipsky expressed the belief that the general impression in Londom is
that the Woodhouse Commiseion would bring in a report which could not be
accepted by the Executkve,

Dr. Goldman stated that Dr. Weizmann geemed to be of the opinion that
the whole question of Palestine had been moved from the Colonial Office to
Mr, Chamberlain; that what Great Britain had in mind was practically the
nulliflestdon of the Balfour Declaration and the stoppage of immigration;
end it spemed that they contemplated putting forth the Legislative Council,
The situation was serious, Dr., Goldman added, and we here among oumselves
should mow and understand it, He reported that the emergency committee
has discussed the gquestifn of asgiking the Orthodox and even the Refesm Rabbinate
to proclaim a fast day, but we wondered whether we would not be undully alarm-
ing the people. Dr, hieizmann suggested that we should wait another few days
before deciding on the matter of mass meetings.

After a lengthy discussion on the stringency of the situation participat~
ed in by: Mr, Lipsky, Judge Lewis, Rabbi Heller, Rabbi Israecl, Abpaham-Goldberg,
#oldBabhi Heller, ~ Dr. Goldman stated that the questions discussed by various
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members of the Executive have already been put to Dr. Wgizmann,+and it seems
that what Dr. Weizmann wants is that public opinion in Americe be mobilized,
which he thinks 111 avert danger,The Britigh Cabinet has not yet acted; 1t
hae not yet received the Report of the Woodhouse Commission.

dr, Lipsky stated that 1t will De generally agreed, he felt, that any
attempt on our part to introduce into the protest movement controversial
questions, questions of political principies or ideals, or political con-
flicts or controversies, will be fatal to the arousing of public dpinion.

Dr. Goldman added that if we do so it will be difficult to get Jewish
unanimi ty.

Mr. Lipsky continued that because of the policy we assumed, the message
to the Colonial office was signed with the greatest of sympathy by Dr., Cyrue
Adler, By streesing immigration we can make an impression upon public minds in
America and upon the Christians; it has something to do with minority status
and the Jewish position in Europe.

Dr, Goldman reported further that a delegation was to leave for washington,
followins this meeting of the Executive, numbering twelve to firtaca people, uiwdle
divided into two groupe to see the British Ambassador and Secretary of State
Cordell Hull, Thie delegation was composed of the heads of Zicnist and non-
Zionist organizations, andiin one or two instances of men who are not heads
of organizations, like Rabbi B. L, Levinthal and Prof, Gingberg. efore adjoura-
iag the meeting, he asked that those present offer further conc. zvc, brief
suggestions of the things that should be done, that the Emergency Committee
way have overlooked, He also requested that, in addition to making such
suggestions, the members of the Executive send frequent special delivery or
air-mail lettere conveying information directly.

The following suggestions were then offered:

1) That a stpong press bureau be sent up.

2; Radio broadcasts.

3) Contact the Rotary, Kiwanis, and other service clubs and supply them with
ﬂpﬁﬁkﬂrln

4) The Jewish communities throughout the country to be requested to prepare
for mase meetings, when the call iscissued for such meetings to be held.
That Mr. Eirstein of Boston be contacted; also that lr. Kirstein be
asked to approach the Cardinal in Boston,
Contact the llasons,
Contact Mong. Belford of Brooklyn, N.Y.
Contact David Stern (Judge Rothenberg agreed to do s0).

That a bulletin be sent to the Districts giving up-toedate information on
the progress made,

Dr. Goldman called attention to the needsfor funds with which to
finance the work of the Emergency Committee, and reported that the varlous
organizations had been requested to contribute. He was also endeavoring to
secure allocations from the Welfare Funde for the Emergency Fund,
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ADUINISIRATIVE CQ@{ITTEE:

Pursuant to the decision of the last meeting of the Exeomtive, Dr.
foldman had appointed the following persons to consider the list of the
Administrative Committee and report thelr findings to this meeting: Messrs.
Charles Ress (Chairman), and Elihu D. Stone, Wm. I, Siegel, Louis P, Rocker,
and Carl Sherman, Ilir. Ress reported that his committee found that the list
of Administrative Committee members was carefully prepared at Detroit but
wag not read; the motion was that the entire 1 ist be submitted to the
Executive; and it was the understanding that the entire list, together with

certain additions that would have to be made, would be adopted. iir. Ress
MOVED

THAT the list which appeared in The New Palestine which was the
list which was formed in Detroit, together with the list of
additional names that Ur, Margulies has, be cogysidered the Ad-
ministrative Committes,

The motion was seconded and unanimousgly adopted,
Meeting adjourned at 11:15 P. U,
Regpectfully submitted,

Morris Margulies,
Secretary.




ANTHONY A. FLEGER
22p DheTvmicT
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Congress of the Enited States
Bouse of Representatives
$ashington, B. £.

Yetober 12, 1938

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
10211 lalre Shore Blwvd
Cleveland Chio

I am pleased to acknowledge your telegram, asking

me to join with your organization in requesting Seermtary
Cordell Hull to use hls influence in connection with con=
templated action to be talken by the British Government re-
rarding Jewish refugees in rnlestine,

I wish to thank you for calling this matter to my
atbention and assure you I will be pleased to cooperate with
you,

™

Sincerely yours,
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RABBI A H SILVERs
‘THE TEMPLE =

/EMERGENCY COMMITTEE PALESTINE DECIDED CALL ALL COMMUNITIES

CONDUCT MASS MEETING SUNDAY AFTERNOON OCTOBER TWENTY THIRD GIVE
ADDITIONAL IMPETUS EFFORT TO COMMUNICATE GREAT BRITAIN DEEP
CONCERN FELT HERE FOR SATISFACTORY DECISION RESPECTING JEW!SH
NATIONAL HOME JEWISH IMMIGRATION PALESTINE. MEETING FOR WHICH
NONJEWISH AS WELL AS JEWISH SPONSORSHIP SNOULD BE SOUGHT SHOULD
BE ADDRESSED LEADING NONJEWS PREFERABLY US SENATOR CONGRESSMAN
GOVERNOR MAYOR LEADING CLERGYMEN DESCRIBE JEWISH ACHIEVEMENTS
ASPIRATIONS PALESTINE. MUST EMPHASIZE SPEAKERS NOT REFER
DISPARAGINGLY VINDICTIVELY BRITAIN RATHER INDICATE EARNEST HOPE
LIBERAL SYMPATHETIC TRADITIONS BRITISH GOVERNMENT WILL AGAIN
FIND EXPRESSION SO THAT JEWISH NEEDS MAY BE MET PRESENT CRISIS.
. RESERVE BIGGEST AVAILABLE MALL. LETTER FOLLOWS. PLEASE NOTE

THERE MUST BE WO LET-VP ON INDIVIDUAL TELEGRANS WHICH SHOULD BE
SENT TO THE PRESIDENT, URGE ALL ORGANIZATIONS CIRCULARIZE

THEJR MEMBERS TO SEND SUCH -MESSAGESs:"
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 111 FIFTH AVENVE,
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October 19, 1938.
MONS PETITION TO PRESIDENT

Dear Friend:

As 2 second step in our program to mobilize public opinion, 1t
has been decided by the Emergency Committee, to call upon
every committee to utilize the mass meetings to be held
October 23rd, or thereafter, for the compilation of a great
telegraphic petition to the President of the United States,
This petition is to be gotten up in this way:

Every person who attends the mass meeting should be asked to
give the very small sum of five cents so that his or her name
can be added to the telegram of petition to be addressed to
President Roosevelt.

We hope thus to get before the President of the United States
in addition to individual telegrams that have already been
sent and must contimue to be sent, telegrams from hundrede
of commnities which will carry the names of humd reds of
thousands of Jews and Christians. You can make arrangements
for the sending of this message and the taking of the indi-
vidual nameg with the local branch of the Postal Telegraph
and Western Union. In addition to getting help from the
local telegraph offices, you can arrsnge with Junior Hadassah,
Magada, Avukah or any other, or all youth groups to be
stationed as a selected committee at the entrance of the mass
meeting hall to explain the purposes of the petition and to
get every person to give five cents to add his signature to
the petition,

The megsage to the President should be brief and directed to
the point of urging that the doors of Palestine be kept open
for a maximum number of Jewish refugees in aceprdance with the
economic absorptive capacity of the country. {Attached hers-
with is a suggested telegram to be sent t0 she President.)
Please wire us after your meeting how many names are attached
to the telegram sent to the President. We should like to have
at least one million names to the petition to constitute the

biggest telegram the President of the United States has ever
received.




You will note that Secretary of State, Hull has issued a
statement with regard to the Palestine problem and American
interest therein, Our second step is to obtain from the
President a public expression of sympathy with respect to
the Jewish National Home policy and the opening of the gates
of Palestine for a large scele immigration,

Your wholehearted cooperation in connection with this great
telegraphic petition will be sincerely appreclated.

Cordially yours,

rris Margulies
Secretary
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TOLEDO, OHIO

Octoder 26, 1938

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohioc.

Dear Rabbi:

Now that the holiday rush is over, I want to begin developing
the regional work, the groundwork for which was laid at the
Zionist convention in Detroit. It was there provided that each
district in the region should have one representative on the
Executive Board of the region.

I am calling a meeting of the regional executive for Sunday,
November oth, at 2 P. M« in Toledo. Will you please nominate
a representative from your district and ask him to attend this
meeting. If you will give me the name of your representative,
I will send him a personal invitation.

Hortense and I are hoping to be able to take a day off and come
down to Cleveland to spend with Virginia and yourself. Mayle
we can pley a few rounds of casino. Now that the season's
activities heve started, don't you wish you were back at
Mooselookmeguntic?
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
The Temple,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Rabbi:

Although I have not heard from you, I am assuming that

you will send a representative of the Cleveland Zionist
Society to & meeting of the Executive Board of the Ohio-
Michigan Region. The meeting will be held this coming
Sunday, Novemter Oth, at 2 P. M., in my study at the
Collingwood Avenue Templew————

I hope that you can arrange tc have someone here. At
this meeting we hope tc lay the groundwork for our
regional work for the year.

With kindest regards, I am,
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Rabbi Abbo Hilell Silver,
Cleveland, O Mo,

My dear Rabbij

It is a long time since you have visited us. For your
information, the City of Readins was always = Zionist Stronghold, but
the past two years the Zionist Movement has Weakened somerhat, snd it
is very important to vut Readingz again on the Zionist map.

We, have therefore decided that our Forum this year should
dwell on Zionist subjects and, of course, we would be more than happy
to have you a8 one of our Forum speakers.

This Forum is arranged by the Local Branch of thes "Verband",
a Jewish Yational Workers' Alliance, which is one of the most outstanding
organizations in this city.

You can select the date yourself, either the First week in
December or some date during the month of February. 0Ff course, we would
also like to know the orice for this lecture.

Awaiting to hear from you favorably, as the schedule of the
Forum must De arranged by the end of this week. I am

Sincerely yours,

ng_/(/éj—«w

cob Koralsky.
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TOLEDO,OHIO  November 12, 1938

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
The Teuple,
Cleveland, Ohio.

Dear Rabbii

I received this week, as president of the Jewish Community Council
cf Teledo, & communication over your signature. The letter seemed
to indicate some sort of conflict which has already arisen or which
threatens to arise between the U.P.h. and the J.D.Cs &8 to the allo-
cation of funds. I was not quite clear as to exactly what you had
in mind that you wanted done in the situation.

As yot, there has not been the slightest indication of any difficulty

or mlsunderstanding in {his community. I doubt very seriously that
anything of this nature will arise here, at least this year. The

Toledo Community Council which sponsore our campaign here, will cer-
tainly resist any effort to weaken or impeir our \gblfare Matmtuﬂ.
Beyond protecting the interests of the United Palestine Appeal, are there
any other active steps which you should like me to take.

We are now in the midst of the preparation for our campalgn, which will
open on Monday night, November 28th. There is every indication that

the campaign will be highly successful. While I do not want to be too
sanguine, I velieve that we will reach somewhere close toc $50,000, which
will be almost $10,000 higher than owr last yeart!s result.

Fallmen and Evans probably have informed you that we had a very fine
meeting of the Executive Board of the Ohio-Michigan Region and leid the
groundwork for regional activity. 1 am sure that they will report in
fulle I very much appreciate their coming %o the meeting.

With kindest regards, I am,
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
10311 Lakeshore Blvd.
Cleveland, Ohio

I’y dear Rabbi Silver:

I take great privilege in writing you this
letter, and I pray that you will accept our invitation
to speak at a mass meeting which is being called in
the near future, under the auspices of the Dayton
Zionist District,

We all appreciate the fact that your time
is very valuable and much occupied. However, we are
certain that your appearance in Dayton will render a
valuable service for our great cause.

The nature of this mass meeting is that of
a membership campaign. We feel that the unfortunate
prevailing conditions of our people be at least
utilized for constructive work, and we find that the
time is most favorable for a great increase in the
Zionist membership.

If we are privileged with your acceptance of
our invitation we will immediately organize that meeting,
and secure the largest available hall in Dayvton which
will, we have no doubt, be filled to capacity. This
meeting will be called not only for the Jews of Dayton,
but for the benefit of Jews and llon-Jews of Dayton and
vie init}rq

We plead to you to accept our invitation with
utmost assurance that your visit here will not be

regreted, and trusting to hear from you in the near
future, we remain,

Most sincerely,

THE DAYTON ZW&TRICT
By @ Gty

Presidont




November 29, 1978

Mr. Paul Gaiser, President
Ohio Velley <4ionist Region
810 Xeith Building

Vayton, Ohio

dy dear Mr, Calsers

I deeply appreciate your kind invitstion
to sddress & mass meeting which the Dayton Zionist
District is to call in the ne:r future. T wish
[ were free to come to vou. DBut, as you ‘mow, I
am National Chairman of the United Paleetine Appeal
and all the spare time which T have, T muet devote
to that cause. I am over burdened with work and it
ie cuite impessible for me to tak on additional
responsibilities at this time. Perhape at some
future time I may be of service to you.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very sincerely yours,

AHS: B
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
Cleveland, Ohio

My dear Rabbi Silver:
A thousand pardons for the rather
crude way in which I iznored your kind invitation to

meet with you after the lecture at the Washington
Boulevard Temple.

For this I must blame the office

staff, because I had an idea I was to meet you before

the meeting and rather anxiously awaited word from you.;
However, when it was too late to rectify the situation,
they informed me that you would meet me after the lecture,

However, I have your program, and
when you come to Chicego again I would like very much
for you to meet our District Presidents and myself, so
we may hear from you as we are hearing from Rabbi Goldman
and others, your own slant on the situation, and learan
what we can do to assist our friends who are leading the
Zionist movement in America, to further the needs of
Palestine.

With kindest regards, 1 am
Sincerely yours,

Wotloer /. /é;z{

William M. Kate
President

CHARLES LEVIN
Executive Director




PRESENT: Dr., Solomon Goldman (In the Chair), iessrs. David Berenstein,

Barnett R. Brickmer, 4, H., Friedland, Abraham Goldberg, Abraham Goldstein,

James G, Heller, Edward L. Israel, Harris J. Levine, Israel H, Lewinthal,

Meyer Levy, Ludwig Lewlsohn, Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Irving Mille r,
Charles. Ress, A. H, Rosenberg, Morris Rothenberg, Carl Sherman, Simon Shetzer,
wm. I, Siegel, Robert Szold, Morris iieinberg, Stephen S. wise; Mrs. Shulman
(representing Hadassah), Eleazer Lipsky (representing Masada), Lawrence Cohen
(repganenting Avukah); by invitation: Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Jacob Fighman; also

Dr. Simon Bernstein, Samuel Blits, Samuel Caplan, Henry Montor, Meyer Steinglags.

Excuses for non-attendance: were received from Messre. Charles A. Cowen, Henry
Ellenbogen, Harry Friedenwald, Israel Goldstein, wm, M, Lewis, Julian W. Mack,
Elila D, Stone, '

Ihe meeting wag called to order at 8:00 P.w.,} with Dr, Solomon Goldman
in the Chair., Dr. Goldman called attention to the fact that the discussion
of the year's program has had to be repeatedly postponed because of the emergency
sltuation in which we found ourselves immediately following the last meeting of
the Executive; He sugzeo#dd therefore that this matter be taicen up first, to
be followed by brief reports of those who attended the Actions Committee meeting,

The Chairman then called upon Dr. Heller, Chairman of the Committee
named to plan this year's organigation work, to report on behalf of his Committee.
In view of the fact that the Committee has not been in session, Dr. Heller was
unable to present a report to this meeting of the Executive.

NEXT WEETING OF EXECUIIVE -- MEETING OR COWMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION:

It was decided that thenext meeting of the Executive be held on Wednesday
evening, December 21gt; that during the day of December 2lst, prior to the meet-
ing of the Executive, a meeting be convened of the Committee on Organization,

COMMITIEE OF FIVE - (Qffice Comdittee):

The Chairman epoke of the need to have a small committee to deal with

8dministrative details requiring attention in the interim between meetinge of
the Executive,

Mr. Ress MOVED

THAT the President be amthorized to appoint a Committee
of Five to act as an Office Committee, to take care of the

affairs of the Executive between the meetings of the
Executive,

ﬁf. Reﬁn' motion was unanimougly CARRIED.

ORT ACTIOUS COMuITTEE &EETI
MR, ABRAHA# GOLDBERG:

We came to London with the expectation that we would have to deal with
the Woodhead Report. That was actually the Justification for calling this meet
ing so hurriedly. However, the Report was dead and buried before the Actions




Executive Committee -
December lst, 1938 -2~

Committee meeting was opened, The British Government wanted to get out of the
PartitionfPlan and the ‘ioodhead Commission gave theh that opportunity.

We came to London; the Report was out; there was nothing to pss upon.
Out of the two and one-half years of chaos the Government finally came out
with a plan of calling Arabs and Jews together in order to malke peace. Un-
fortunately for us, the Government had not consulted us beforehand. It was
not cmown to Dr, Velzmann at all, Ve were faced with a fait accompli, and
we had to indicate whether or not we would go. All were agreed, with the
dxception of Hadaseah - (representative Mrs. Pool), that we go. If we should
refuse to go, public opinion would say that we tefuse peace with the Arabs.
Therefore we approved the action of the Executive,

In the meantime, there occurred the pogroms in Germany. Dr. .eizmann
delivered a gpeech at the aActiong Committee meeting which was very moving, He
told us that two daye before the meeting opened, he was implored by many
Germang to take action, He knocked on many doors, and found all of them closed.

Later, when matters became worse, American public oplnion made a fremendous
impression abroad,

On Saturday evening we came down to the business of the Actions Committee
In the reports America vas mentioned and full credit wae given, - namely,
that through American intervention the idea of transforming Palestine into an
Arab State was abandoned, and that immigration was to continue, although 1limited.

Digcussions arose as to what action be takcen in the matter of refugees.
It was pointed out that Palestine could take in immediately 22,000 laborers.

The high 1ight of the Actions Committee meeting was the report of
Shertolzt, He made dlear to all of us that no matter what happens there ig already
in Palestine a Yigshub big enough and influential enough to withstand every on-
slaught and storm. The report of the Yishub actually encouraged us. It was
told to us that the crisis in a measure strengthsned the Yighub; that when it
came, they were entrenched to such an extent that they were able to do certain
thinge, such as self-defense, agricultural production, the port, the aviation
field. Althoush we are only ~bout 33%, we are strong, and there is no
fear for Zionists as to the ultimate fate of Palestine,

The business of the meeting was: what is to be done under the cireum-
stances. Many of the speakers pointed out mistakes that might be made. On

the whole, 1t was interesting to note that the unity of Zionists has again
been regtored.

It became evident that we cannot go to the Arab Jewish Conference
unless the Mandate and the Balfour Declaration are stressed, Our statements
emphasized these two points, and happily iMlac Donald said this is correctjthat we wer
in Palestine right and nmot on sufferance, For the first time, we came forward
with an appeal direct to the Btitish feepte. Usually we. deal with the
Government - stressing what actually happehed to the Jews and pointing out
the necessity for opening the doors of Palestine.

MacDonald's argument was that we must invite the non-Palegtiniang
to the Arab-Jewish Conference, It was agreed that before we go, the Btttish
Government will talk to the Jews and to the Arabs and find out if there is

common ground., Some were very skeptical and pessimisgtic about the effective-
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negs of the Conference.

Dr, Mogeinsohn read a resolution: which contained the four points around
which the entire debate of the Actions Committee were built. The Executive was
to see about the possibilities for settling large numbers of refugees and to
consult with American friends. It will give us the chance to stress the idea
of the possibility of using Palestine in splte of the numerous territories. Not
puch had been said on the guestion of territories. Everybody realized that the
territories announced by Chamberlain sannot be considered. Dyring the Conference
many thought that there is a possibility of getting 10,000 children in Palestine,
The Actlons Committee closed and no reports satisfactory ¢o us came in.,

The Actions Committee meeting was productive of results. Jlie are a
democratic movement and we must take counsel with each other., Wwe must not allow
our World Executive to do thinge without congulting the members. Qur Actions
Committee meeting made us all feel that we still have the greatest opportunities
in Palestine. We felt that this year up to the Congress, will not be a bad year,
and America on the one hand, and the Yighub on the other doing the big thing
by offering to succor 10,000 German Jewish Children; we will find a way to
make Palestine the center for Jewish immigration. We have not discussed these
matters., Much has to Be done in this country in the mobilizatich of our powers
and of our resources, in order to make our efforts in Palestine a @uccess.

RAB5I IRVING MILLER:

The Actiong Committee met under the spell of two outstanding phenomena
in Jewish 1ife. That spell remained with the Actions Committee throughout tts
delibverations, and technically laid the base for any concrete program that lies
before us in the near future. This was the first session of the Agtione
Commiteee since the very aggravated terror of the past two and one-half years
took place in Palegtine, and the remarkable stand of the Yishub in the face of
that ageravated terror in the past three or four months definitely spedled the
position that the Yishub had made for its®lf in Palestine,

The Actions Committee meeting in the wake of such a manifestation of
unity in the Jewish world with regard to Palestine has never been paralleled
in the mst. New resources for sympathy with and understanding of Jewish life
have been uncovered. The Actions Committee was uplifted despite the report of
the woodhead Commission;despite that happened in Germany. The Actions Committee
was uplifted by the resistance of the Yighub and by that unity which made itself
evident in this critical time of Jewish life. That is the program which must
be developed and organized in Jewish life during the coming months. Palestine
does have its position in Jewlgh life; it has already proven that it will not
be distupted; there is this unity in behalf of Jewish life that can be awalcened.

The prevailing opinion was that notmuch is to be expected from the
Conference; there appears to be some basis to believe that an understanding can
now be reached between the Arabs and the Jews, but in the final analysie Great
Britain will have to enunciate that policy. Above all, the note was brought
home that nothing final can be hoped for ¥ithin the next few months. Ihis is
& transitory period throush whichwo are living; and we cannot éxpect anything
of a definitive nature to bde decided at this time, All we can do is to maintain
the position we have and mobilize still more the resources for understanding
and sympathy with Palestine that reside within the Jewish people,

S — —
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DR, SOLOMON GOLDWAN:

Dr, Goldman voiced regret that Dr. Goldstein and Mr, Flihu D, Stone
are not here to give their report and add thair reactions to those of the
previous two speakers,

He further said that Mr. Lipsky and I came towards the end of the meet-
inge of the Actione Committee, We went at the direct request of Dr.Weigmann,
and the insistence of Dr., Wise. We went to give a detalled report of what was
happening in the United States during the several weelkts of the emergency, and to
get an inglight into the situation in London, and then to return here and to see
what part America is to continue to play vis-a-vis the present situation. So I
ghall asix Mr. Lisplky to give his report,

Dr. Goldman then called upon Mr. Lipsky to report.
MR, LOUIS LIPSKY:

Dr, Goldman and I arrived in London toward the end of the meeting of the
Actions Committee. Although we were informed as to what had taken place, we were
not witnesses of the proceedings, It is very important for us to have some under®
standing of what the position is. It may be gaid that the Parliamentary position,
as far as the Zioniet Organization is concerned, is represented by the Govermment
with regard to the Woodhead Report. The Actions Committee was a forum that was
discuseing something where things were constantly in progress.

It vas ruite clear that the Govermment definitely decided to retract
the Wioodhead Report, had decided on making an experiment on drawing the Jews and
the Arabs together. Before the round-table discussions can take plice, there
must be an agreementby the Government with the Arabs and an agreement vith the
Jews, and there must be something presented whish has common acceptance, If no
common acceptande is presented, the Government proposes to decide 1its own policy,
But it is quite clear that the Government, which is umable to decide its own
policy at the presenttime, will in all probability be in no better position to
enforce any position in two months from now. In the maantime, the Zionist
Organization is privileged to say that the partition queetion 1s lald aside;
although the question of partition is not deads For the time belng, we are placed
in exactly the same position of just drifiting along with the Government in ite

proposals, and we have to be prepared for any eventuallty that-may arise out of
the various steps taken by the Government,

Itlis the general impression in London that meeting with the Arab ings is
a much more advantageous thing for us at this time then meeting with the "irregul-
arg" that represent the Palestine Arabs., It is much easier to come to some under-
standing with them than with the actual representatives of the Afabs in Palestine.
If such a conference 18 to be called, the Zionist Executive stands upon the Mandate.

In addition to the ioodhead Report which was thrown into the Actions
Committee, what happened here is the United States with regard to the pituation
in Germany happened also in London, The outrages in Germany created as much resent-
ment as it did here. The action of Sir Herbert Samuel was almost ingtantaneous,
Immediately the problem of how we were going to insert Palestine into the matter
of the refugees became a matter of practical political déesision, It became of
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the utmost importance that Palestine be injected into the matter. In the original
draft of the statement issued by the Committee on Refugee Problem there was a re-
ference to Palestine, althoughit was very vague. The Government became obdurate
to change any item of the sobedule for fear of disturbing the forthcoming con-
ference with the Arabs.

This question of the refugees ie a gquestion that concerns us, because
o far as Palestine is concerned, everybody in Palsstine, everybody in London,
felt that whether we say Jewish State or Jewish canton, or called it Yishub,
or whatever we called it, the Jewlsh séttlement in Palestine has become so
congsolidated in interest, in will and in sacrifice, that it is going to withstand
any shock and any attack, and it is prepared to take steps to hold its position,
They are firm and determined - these - 440,000 - by direct or indirect means to
éficrease their strength. They are determined to do everything that is essential

to expand. Every element in the population are equally of the same opinion as
to what has to be done to maintain themselves.

So far as Palestine itself is concerned, there 1s going to be an extraordi-
inary expansion. The discovery of unusual powers and energies, and understanding
of what life is alllabout,pbysical life, social 1life, everything essential for the
building up of a Jewish State, they are prepared to undertake, iie were concerned
in finding out what could be done in the United States to strengthen that founda-
tion over there, and we were concerned greatly with how we were bo organige the
United Palestine Appeal for this year, and how to mase that campaign sucoessful.

We can establish all the paraphernalia of a self-sufficient and Jewisgh
life in Palestine, even in these desperate conditions that are being c¢reated for
us all around Palestine. Many Zioniste feel very lax about this matter, People
are inclined to go to the abstract, rather than the conceete, because it 1s easier.

Dr. Goldman and I saw Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Mac Donald and other people,
about which we will report to the U.P.A. ie have received advices from the
Executive and offers of cooperation on the part of the Executive, There was a
feeling in the Actions Committee that if we were to bring over to the United
States yoling specimens of Palestine life and let them go through all the Jewish
communities, it would have a tremendous effect upon the Jews of this country.
It would be an object lesson on Palestine. There are many people on the other
side who realize that so much depends on our success.

The question uew &s(l) the U.P.A., our redationship to the Ameriean
Jewish communities, and (2) how we ean put over the verity of the idea for which we
stand, 100,000 people ean be brought into Palestine next year, without any dig-
location of Jewish 1ife. There is no other place in the world that has that
atmospheric accommodation which makes this not onlyrrellef, but a relief to the
Jewish people, All the' dorritories which have been designated are merely gport~
ing devices:. Anybody who suggests a colonigation scheme is suggesting something
which he knowns very well, will turn out to be something futile., These coloniza-
tion echemeg are not contridbuting to the refugee problem, The argument hag to be
felt by every Zionist as being the truth, & thet Tanganyiks as a colonization
echeme is not related tothe refugee problem at all, The problem, so far as the
propagandistic end of 1t is concerned, is a matter of the Zionist Organization:

80 far asg the collection of funds is concerned, that is a matter to be taken up
by the United Palestine Appeal,

Rl —




December 2, 1228

Mr. Jacob Koralsky
The Jewish Voice
1250 Eckert Avenue
Reeding, Pa,

My dear Mr. Xoralskys

Pleage perdon the delay in answering
your xind letter. T have been awa; from the city
o good deal of the time and my correspondence hsg
lagged.

I deeply appreciate your kind invitztion
to address the Porum of the Jewish Netional Workers!
Alliance in your city, and T wish I wer: free to
accept it. Unfortunately my schedule ie vory heavy
this year becouse of the work involved 28 chairman
of the United ®alestine Appeal. T am therefore unable,
much to my regret, to accept your kind invitation.

With all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




MINUTES OF MEETING OF 2.0,A. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE HELD ON

SATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 8:30 P.M, AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER L4, 10:30 A M,
AT THE ASTGR HOTEL, MNEW YORK.

PRESENT: Judge Wn. M. Lewis(in the Cheir), =nd Messrs, Hermen W, Bernstein,
Sammel Berson, S.W. Boorstein, Semuel J. Borowsky, A.D. Brahesm, Isr=el S.
Chipkin, Sol Cohen, Rabbi Abrshem Dubizp, Jacob Fishman, Abreham Goldberg,
Isrsel Goldstein, Abreshsm Goodiman, Morris Greenberg, Leo Guzik, Isasc Imber,
Jacob Ish=Kishor, Sarmel Judenfround, Semuel Esnsrvogel, Mordecsl Konowitz,
Abrshem Krumbein, Sermel Kuhl, Harris J. Levin, Abram Liebovitz, Louis Lipsky,
S. Margoshes, Morris Mergulies, Irving Miller, Harry J, Moskowits, Semuel J.
Perry, Harry Projector, Charles Ress, Menshem Ribalow, Louis Rimsky, Morris
Fothenberg, Moses Rubinson, Jochanon I, Rudavsky, Leon Savege, Jacob I, Schaffer,
Alvert D. Schanzer, Irving Schatzberg, Joseph J. Schickler, Bernard Shelvin,
Abe Simiell, Abranam Spicehaniler, Joshua Sprayregen, Nathan Sweeiler, Harry
Weinstein, Meyer #. deiscml, Joseph #Meiss, Leo Wilson, leo Wolfson; Oscar
Altshuler, Benjemin Arenstein, David Berenstein, Msurice J, Bloom, Issdore
Breslau, Barnett R, Brickner, Sermel Caploe, Morris Drob, Henry Ellenbogen,
David Feldmen, David Frankel, A, H, Friedland, Jacob Ginsburgz, Henry R.
Goldberger, Joseph Halbert, Benjamin Rabrlsky, Samuel Reucher, Simon Shetzer,
Dewey D, Stone, Harry Z, Zwelling,

Excuses for non-atteniance were received from Messrs. Ilie Berger, Morton M,
Bermen, Jesse B. Cslmenson, Azriel L. Eisenberg, Harry F. Flerst, Harry H.
Frankel, Harry Friedenwald, Daniel Frisch, Paul J. Galser, Joseph Goldberg,

Abram M, Granowitz, Isilore Hershfleld, Jacob B. Hoffman, B. Horvich,

Eiward L. Isrsel, Semuel F, Jacobson, Sidney E, Jaffe, Gustave Klsusner,

Geo J. Klein, Max I, Kohrman, S. Kranzberg, I. Archer Levirn, Isrsel H. Levinthel,
B, A. Lichter, Julius Livingston, Julian ¥, Mack, Elder Merkson, Dsvid Polish,
Asron Riche, Morton J, Robbins, Henry Rosenbsum, Sam Shankman, Charles B. Spiner,
Elihu D, Stone, J, Marshesll Taxay, Sermel Umensky, Stephen S, Wise end Alex S.
fol fi

Wk Wk

The meectinz was called to order at 9:00 F, M., with Judge Lewis in the
Chair. The Chairm=an pointed out theot in view of the recent events in Jewish
aml Zlonlet life both here snd abroad, necessiteting the deperture of the
Zionist leaders to London, it was found impossible to convene a meeting of
the Adminigtrative Committee before this., He called upon the Secretsry to
present a» report on the proceedings of the 2,0,A, Executive gim e the lest
Convention,
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SECRETARY'S REPORT:

Mr., Margulies submitted the following report:

As every menber of the Adminis trative Committee knows, immediately after
the cl ose of the Detroit Convention, world events, particularly as they reacted
on the Jewish people, were such as to render almost impossible normal procedure
in the conduct of the Organizetion. MNevertheless, the newly elected Z.0.A.
Executive has held during this period six meetings,

Following is a summary of the most important decisions reached at these
meetings:

At the first meeting held on Monday evening, July 1llth, the Secretery sub-
mitted a2 report showing that the membership income on that date had exceeded
lest yesr's income as of that date by $17,100. The totel income from member-
ship for the year was $96,818, In connection with the budget for the next
fiscal year, the Secretary pointed out that although the deficit had been
reduced last year by $20,000, there still remained a deficit of $20,000. This
together with an estimated deficit of $15,000 for the current year, resulting
from the items added by the convention mdded, will create a totel deficit ol
$35,000 for the year ending September 30, 1939. Mr. Lipsky proposed that the
budget be referred to the Finance Committee, with a reouest that the Finance
Committee bring in a report showing how it intends to spply the budget in view
of the anticipested $35,000 deficit,

Attention was ce2lled to the presence in this country of Mr, David Tannenbaum,
representing the Palestine Lend Development Company, who came here for the pur-
pose of opening =n American brench of the P.L.D,C. under the supervision of the
Z.0¢A., 1f thet were possible. After = thorough discussion the guestion wess
referred to » subcommittee for the purpose of meking a study of the P.L.D.C.
and its relationship to the Jewish Nstional Fund. The Executive also decided
that in principle it sgrees that some me=ns snd method be found to further the
sale of privately owned lend in Peslestine, provided the Z,0,A. is freed from
responsibility for such transactions.

Dr. Goldstein, reporting on the finsncial status of the Palestine Pavilion,
stated thet unless the sum of 375,000 is made aveilsble between now and October 1,
the Pslestine Pavilion would in sll likelihood never be built, After a pro-
longed discussion it was decided to cable to the Jewish Agency in Pslestine,
urging thet the Agency finance the Palestine Pevilion through the Keren Hasyesod,
its American fiscsl agent.

The meeting empowered the President to draft = messasge of encouragement
to be addressed to Dr. Weizmsnn snd the Yishub, in behslf of the 2:0.A.

Authorizetion was given to the Secretary to begin negotiations for the
1939 Convention, and arrange for the holding of » session st the World's Fair
Grnmﬂi

The proposal of the President that the 2,0,A4. issue a Quarterly devoted
to Zionist letters end documents of = historical =nd permsnent character, was
spproved by the meeting. The tentstive name of the Quarterly 1s to be
"Zionist Affeirs",
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The second meeting of the Executive was held on Thursday, August 11y The
principal item on the agenda was the matter of the Palestine Defense Fund., It
wes felt that simce no large-scale emergency campaign throughout the United
States was possible in August or esrly in September, sction be taken by 21l
Zionist orzenizetions along the lines of the Mifdei Hazioni Fund, ss epproved
by the Actions Committee, calling upon all Zionists for » contribution to this
Fund.

The meeting 2lso decided to cable to the Executive in London, calling atten~
tion to the fact thst the Jews of this country were very much concerned over
imminent execution of Mordecel Schwartz, snd therefore urged that the Executive
intercede in his behalf,

The third meeting took place on Mondey, August 29th, end was devoted ex-
clusively to the considerstion of the question of Security and Defense Funds.
It was reported that appeals were beinz made by (1) the Vamd Bitechon, which,
in & oulet way, hed succeeded in raisinz over $30,000, mostly from individuasls,
(2) The Emergency Campai:n in the Jewish Morning Journsl, which was originated
by the Migrachi in en effort to resch the Orthodox Jews of New York City, parti-
cularly during the Hizh Holidsys, (3) The Emergency Campaign in The Dey,
launched by the Posle-Zion, It was recommended thet the Vaad Bitachon discontinue
2ll public, semi~public or nation-wide activities such ss it hed undertsken in
the last few weeks, snd contimie 2lonz the lines orizinslly sdopted, The Posle
Zion, it was reported, would definitely discontinue its campesign in The Dey by
the 10th of September, and that the Mizrechl campsizn in the Morning Journsl
would end with the High Holldays. In order thst the next U.P.A. cempeign be
not interfered with, it wes decided that all emergency fund cempaigns terminate
as ouickly as possible.

The fourth meeting of the Executive was held on Wednesday, September 1llth,
Dr. Goldman, Mr. Margulies 2nd Mr. Montor reported at lemgth on their visits
to Palestine and Antwerp. The following motion wes unanimously =dopted: "On
the besis of reports on the Palestine situstion, submitted by the President and
Secretsry to the Executive of the Zionist Organizetion of Americs, it was resolved
to recommend to ths United Palestine Appssl, ss the fund.rasising instrument of
the Keren Hayesod and Keren Kayemeth, to initiate sn emergency conference to which
all Zionist zroups =nd Falestine fund-rsisinz szencles would be invited for the
purpose of digcussing =nd siopting = progrem for enlarged fundersising for Paslestire

It wes decided thet (1) on the occesion of the High Holidays = gtatement be
issued by the President of the 2.0.A., to the Jawish le=ders of Americe; and (2)
that nationel radio brosdcasts be srrangel to discuss the present Jewlsh situstion,

My, Elihu D, Stone called attontion to the fact that en Administrastive Comm-
ittee had not yet been orzenized. He pointed out that at the last Comvention,
because of the lsteness of the hour, the Chairmen of the Nominations Committee
was unsble to pressnt the names of the Mministrative Committee, Inesmuch =s
the names were not presented to the Cowention, the Comvention voted to delegate

its authority to the Executive, with the instruction that the new Executive
at its firest meeting should neame the Administrative Committee,
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Following 2 lengthy discussion the following motions were unanimously
adopted: (1) That @ Committee be mppointed to exemine the mimutes of the last
Convention end present its report to the next meetins of the Executive, for the
purpose of confirming or rejecting the Administrative Committee list; and (2)
Thet the President eppoint a Committee of this body to help him bring before the
next meeting of the EZxecutive a program of orgenization for the coming yesr.

(To implement the second resolution, Dr. Goldimen sppointed 2 Comrittee con=-
sisting of Messrs. Dr. Jemes G, Heller, Chairmen, A,H, Friedlsnd, Robert Szold,
Louis Lipsky, Dr. Edward L. Isrsel, Chesrles Ress, ani #n. I. Siegel, However,
due to the Pslestine emergency situstion, this Committee had not had an oppor-
tunity to meet =ni1 prepsre = plsn. The Committee wes instructed ta 40 so prior
to the next meeting of the Executive.)

The fifth meeting held on Wedneeday, October 12, wes devoted almost entirely
to the Palestine emerzency situation. BReports were submittedi by Dr, Goldman,
Mr, Lipsky and Mr, Msrpgulies on what had been done from the Nationsl Office;
the out-of-town members reportel on sction teken by their locelities.

(Suhaaquﬂnt to this meetins of the Executive, 2 number of meetings of the
Emergency Committee on Palestine were heldi consistinz of representatives of =ll
zroups and organizetions in Jewish life, which Committee conducted and directed
the various steps taken in connection with the preveiling emergency situastion,
and with which effort sll are thorouzhly conversant.)

The Cormittee which the President had appointed to consider the proposed
list of Administrative Committee mppointees, nemely, Messrs. Charles Ress,
Chairman, Elibu D. Stone, We. I, Siezel, Louis P, Rocker sni Carl Sherman,
reported that the list of Administrestive Committee members was cerefully pre-
pered at Detrolt, but was not read; it was therefore proposed that the entire
1ist, together with certein addiitions thet would have to be made, should be
ratified. Mr, Ress moved that the list which appeasred in The New Palestine,
follodng the Cow ention, which wss the list drawn up in Detroit, together with
the additionsl names the Committee hed approved, be considered the Administrative
Committee. This motion wes unsnimously sdopted.

The sixth meeting of the Executive weas heldA on Thursdiay evening, December 1,
Reports on the Actioms Committee meeting in London were presented by Mr, Goldberg
end Rabbi Miller. These reports were supplemented by Mr., Lipsky, Dr. Nehum Goldmanc
snd Dr. Solomon Goldmen with statemert ¢ on meetings snd conferences that were
held following the adjournment of the Actions Committee.

The reports ani the lengthy discussions which ensued were crystesllized in
the following decisions: (1) Tmt to the next meeting of the U,P,A. Administra.
tive Committee there be invited representatives from communities throughout the
United States, whose influence may be helpful both in independent money-reising
campaizns as well as Ffelfare Chests efforts; and that in sdvance of that meeting
there be prepared a Araft of a call to be issued to the Jews of Americe, out=-

~1lining the service Pelestine is prepared to renmler in the present crisis,
Mr, Montor was directed to convey to Rabbi Silver, the head of the U.P.A. the
sengse of this resolution, (2) Thet the President be suthorized to neme o Com-
mittee of five to pass on routine organizational matters between meetinge of the
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Executive, (3) Thet the next meeting of the Executive he held on fednesdsy
eveningz, December 2lst, (4) That on the mornin: of December 21st, prior to
the meetinz of the Executive, 2 meeting be convened of the Cormmittee named

by the President for the purpose of study, amendment. elaborstion end ratifi.
cetion of the President's plan for orgeniging this yesr's 2,0.A., work., The
Committee is to submit its report to the meeting of the Executive scheduled
for that evening.

The Secretesry supplemented his report on the Executive meeting with a
report on membership. He stated thet we had received in merbership dues for
the current year, that is, from Octobter 1 to November 30, 1938, $19,626.05.
For the same period last year we received $11,285.55 thus indiceting an in-
creagse this yesr for that two-month period, of $1,340,50. #e have enrodled
for the current fiscal yeer 7,836, as ageinst 3,648 for the seme period last
year, showing sn increase of 4,188 members, Amonz these 7,836 thst have
registered for the current year, there ere 4,147 new members. The totel member-
ghip, therefore, of the Z.0,A, ms of November 30,1938 is 33,146 -~ the lergest
on record,

The Becretary further reported that in connection with en effort to over-
come the $35,000 deficit thst the Z,0,A, was facing, it wes decided by 2 group
of friends, initiated by the Finance Comrittee, to srrance for s Goldmen Fund,
which was ineugurated at the dinner tendered to Dr. Goldman upon his return
from Burope =nd Palestine, lest summer. Thus far there hes been pledged towards
that fund $14,980 snd received in cash $6,647. With the exception of $890.
these contributions ceme from New York. At s dinner in Cleveland about $6,000
was pledged =2nd most of it weas collected; =lso in Chiceszo 2 dinner was tendered
to Dr. Goldman where ouite a large sum of money wes pledged, btut we have no
direct reports from these two comumnities or other commnities, A detailed
report of the Goldman Fund is herewith sttached.

Mr. Goldmen added that a detailed report of the Emergency Fund sctivities

will be submitted at the Sunday morning (Dec, 4) session of the Administrative
Commit tee.

Kr, Rebalsky moved, and it was seconded snd unanimously carried

THAT the report of the Secretery be accepted ani adopted,

REPORTS ON ACTIONS COMMITTES MEZTING:

The Chairman cel1l ed upon Dr, Isrsel Goldstein to present his report. on
the Actions Committee meeting,

DR. GOLDSTEIN'S REPQORT:

Dr, Goldstein reported as follows!

The important things that stand out in retrospect asre :First, the resction
to the report of the Woodhesd Commission. Thet report wes issued upon the
errival of the American members of the Actions Cormittee, Dr. Weizmenn was
very mch depressed. He looked wsn,down-heerted, and whén sgked whether he
had not anticipated the contents of this report, he seid while he hed sntici-
pated its gist, he hai not anticipated its cold, cynicel, hesrtless tone,
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He plso had not anticipsted the cool reaction of the press in London, This
report cannot be spoken of in the same breath as the Peel Report., It lacks
the majesty and the sympesthy and unierstending which cheracterise & good desl
of the Peel Report.

Both the Partionists and the snti-Partitionists in the Actions Committee
were depressed ani despondent, with the exception possibly of Ussischkin. We
8ll envied him. He seered very rmch relieved eni not unduly troublel about
the future. But we 211 realized, as Dr, Aeizmann msdie clear, that the abon-
1onment of partition by the Government in its statement upon the report was
not due to the objections of the Jewish anti-Pertionists. e reslize thet
the report wes e concession not only to the Arab opposition, but =—- what wes
even more troublinz to us — = concassion to those who stood behind the Arabs--
the mssters of Munich, ®ho loathe to see the Aignity snd prestige which s
Jewish State would bring to the Jewish People, The only consolstion 1s the
way in which the report mekes clear how mich the whole financlal structure
of Psl estine lepenis upon the Yishub; -- thst the Jews in Palestine are the
only vital and economic factor. Thaet was by implication = compliment to us.
But the conclueions irawn froxr that were, of course, iniefensible,

The question of partition of the Jewish Steate 1id not occupy a very pro-
minent part of the Actions Committee proceedin:s, =lthough it wes referred to
every now and then. It seeml to be linzerinz in the minis esndl in the heerts
of many who were there,

The meetinzs of the Actions Committee were concerned chiefly with an
analysis of our whole Ziouist position, and with = discussion of our attitude
with regard to the conference to be celled by the Government. Rerely hes there
been a meeting of an Actioms Committee so frenk, reslistic, self~seerching =nd
almost brutelly self-sacrificing. There hed been = number of very understending
speeches about the present and the future of our movement, WNe were impressed
with the negative factors of world-wide scope, —— the fact that Aemocracles
are retreating before Fascism ani therefore the posltion of the Jewish People
cannot be eny more certaln than the position of the democracies themselves; -~
the fact that the question af who would control the Mediterrenesn would have
to do with what would be our pasition in Pslestine.

Dwelling upon the unfavorable phases of the situation, the spesker said
thet due to the discussion of the negative points, some of us thought st the
beginning that the effect of all thet mizht be dampenirg and dlsheartening,
but actually it was not so, because upon the reslizetion that we were dealing
with these problems frankly sndi home stly, we were in 2 position to receive
with all the greater sssurance anl confidence the positive side of the picture
which followed., The positive siie of the picture consists of the fect that
the Mandate still stands end immigrstionstill goes on; -~ of the fact that the
Yishubd itself is a political fasctor te dabor acainst, for the very presence of
400,000 Jews is a tremendous factor which the Government cannot completely
ignore in any disposition of thet guestion; -~ the fact that there are still
some powerful natlons thet can be appealed to in the neme of mumanity. These
positive elements helped to bdringz some reassurance that our cesuse; as the yesrs
Z0 on, mey develop =& we hope it shsll,

fith rezerd to the conference of Jews and Arabs, the officisl gtand that
hag been teken by the Azency and ratified by the Actions Committee is known,
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Upon the proposal of these conferences, there wes not very rmuch optimism, Meny
doubted whether the Government would find 2 basis for calling such a conferernce
between Jews and Arsbs, Others doubted whether, if such = conference were held,
there couli be any esreement that could be 2 constructive step forward; and »ll
felt tac Acter-inia’ factor in meking these confererc es successful would
have to be the attitvile of Government itself, If the Jovernment would teke the
position that it is rmerely a neutrsl cheirmen, to holl the scales evenly be-
tween the two sides, vory little would happen, but if the Governmert would meke
clear its own attituid =s an expression of the majority of those who spoke in
Parlisment, then the moderates amon: the Arabs would be =able to listen to resson,
and somethingz worthwhile would come out of these corferences.

The meetings of the Actions Committee made cleer to 211 of us where we
stani with reference to our work, For the American members they had a very
important purpose in bringing us into contect with the Palesgtinisns, These
men and women from Eretz Israel esre absolutely remerkable, snd no matter how
rmch may be said about them, it is an under-statement. To think what they did
for the Kofer Hayishub! How women helped with their wedding rins: and children
were resdy to give up their mid-day mesls, and how men and womenu volunteered
to give up 15 and 20% of their meazre incomes! +e were enthralled snd #%t the
seme time ashemel of ourselves. The meetings of the Actioms Comrittee resulted
in the adoption of a budget of E£5,000,000 for the comins yesr., It is the budget
of the EKeren Hayesod, and the Jewish Agency thet is responsible for the main-
tenance of our position in these precarious times, Ami we were charged with
the responsibility of impressing upon the American Zionists the importance of
meking zool that budgzet.

For the immediate future, the general feeling wes that we fece 2 period
of suspense and indecision. The arranzsement of the conferences will take time--
months will elapee. Then the Government will have to sdopt its policy, end thet
will teke time. The Government, st the present moment, it wss thought, hss no
idea what its policy 1s going to be after these conferences, ani it may very
well be thet for the next twelve or eizhteen months there will be a2 coniition
of suspense, during which, however, the Maniate remesins, immigrstion goes on
at its present restricted rate and msy, unier the pressure of the Germsn situs=
tion, be incressed.

During these months of suspense and indecision we have en opportunity of
doing positive work in the consolidation of the Yishub, in the strengthening
of its position, in the incresse of ite power for defense, in the purchase
of lend, which is pvailable in large guantities. Ussischkin reported that
there are veat areas throughout Falestine, from North to South, which can be
acouired now by the Jewigh Nationsl Fund, ereas involving an outlay of $6,000,000-~
which would give us =n siditional 25% on our lani holdinzs. - And we left with
the conviction that we have work to do and that we have an opportunity thet will
count in the ultimate disposition of Palestine's future. That impreesion we
mist now convey to the whole of American Jewry. This is » time for a new kind
of action, far greater than anything thet has preceded, =nd we, the Americen
Zionists, are charged with becoming the Actions Committee =~ the Committee of
Action, Let us act to safeguard the future of our Homeland,
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RABBI IRVING MILLER:

The Actions Committee formulated no new policies. It uttered or gave
expression to no new slogzen in Zionism. 4nd yet, if ever =an Actions Com-
mittee justified its sessions, this meeting in London did just thet., It is
well worthwhile considering that this Actions Committee meeting was convened
the day after one of the greatest upheavels in Jowish life, It met two days
after the publication of a report of a Commission, this time colder, more
cynical, more misinformed on the relationship between Zionism end the problem
of the Jewish People than any other report; and then the news broke upon us
of what was trenspiring in Germany and in the light of these two disturbing
events, the Actions Committee met, Thet that group of Jews did not surrender
to despeir, did not engage in 2 spirit of defestism, but immedimtely got down
to business, wa® the most remerkable indication of the fact that the only move-
ment that heas =2 program in Jewish life today is the Zionist movement. That
wes the most significant aspect of the Actions Committee meeting., It stood
the acid test. It ceme together at one of the turning-points in Jewish life,
and it met the test by going forth with = program. Tbhe address that gave the
most graphic indicetion of that gpirit wss that of Baratz. He told we four
or five storlies from Palestine. That was his whole speech. He gpoke to us
of = celebration in Kinnereth, of the man who gave the country three sons and
asked what else he could do. No words made the impression on us that these
words made, and no words implied a program for mction me these words 1impljled,
boéeuge they said: 'The position that we have schieved in Palestine will not
be dieturbed; the position thet we have in Pslegtine cennot be shaken by any
reports of Governments; and above all, the position that we have achieved in
Palestine is the only snswer to what hss happened in Germany, There in Pales-
tine we have already prepared a home for exactly the homeless ones mede home-
less by what happened in Germany on November 10th.,' That was the entire tone
of the meeting of the Actions Committee. It sopke to the Jewish world and to
the noneJewish world, and ssid: 'Here we have a position; in that position we
have righte that have been given to us by Great Britein, that have been recog-~
nized by the League of Netions, that have been confirmed by the United States.
Those rights are the bsttle-~front on which we are still wsging our battle,
end those rightsare the gpesrhead even of the conflict between the democratic
countries and the Fascist countries.' It becomes clearer to us that our rights
in Palestine are in a certein messure our lest safeguard for our rights in the
world generally, thet our status in the world =nd in the Diaspore is going to
depend more and more upon the maintenance of our rights in Palestine. The
rights that have been given to us in Pslestine we have not yet lost; and every
day thet immigration is not yet closed down in Palestine, our rights still stend,

On that note the Actions Committee concentrated throushout ite sessions,
and on that note it adjourned, with this appeal to the Jewish People. In the
finel analysis, that is our program: holding on to these rights. These rights
ere going to be chellenged from without by the negotiations with the Arabs,
by the pressure from Germsny andi Italy, by the indifference of Great Britain,
when Palestine is prepared and esger to tske in 100,000 Jews. But we are roing
to be challenged from within elso, by those smong us who sre going to be deluded
in their enthusimem and sincere desire to do something for the refugees by turn—
ing to other quarters, by believing the propegendas that is being created in some
cuarters that Palestine cannot solve the refugee problem., We Zionists must un-

derstend that there, too, is our challenge in Palestine. Our progrem must be
to hold on to these rights,
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Our duty, our solemn obligetion, our only justificetion for our Zionisnm
and for our Judaiem todsy is to be resdy for the dsy when our rights for
Palestine will be declared snew; thet dey we ought to own land in Peslestine
in gremter mecasure than we heve todsy. We mist mobilize., Our mobilization
takes the form of more lapnd ani more settlememts in Pelestine. The mobilize-
tion is in our hands until the Adecision will come, The Actions Committee
meeting at this juncture in Jewish' life, i1ssued this csll: If not now, God
knows when: but this is the time when we cen do it; =nd this is the purpose
to which every Zionist must consecrate himself »t this time,

MR. ABRAHAM GOLDBZRG:

We went to this Actions Committee meetin,; kmowinir what to expect. We
expected the foodherd Report, but st the same time we lmew that the British
were not the same we left seven ronths ago, 2ni1 that the French were not the
same; thet these two democracies were on the down grede. We went to the Actions
Vormit tee nmeetingz not in the expectation of getting rmch, The air wes filled
with a great feer,

When we csme there, what occured in Germany wes before our eyes. #e found
a great deal of sympathy, but no relief. ZEverybody wondered what would happen
next, The sympathy of the Government wes not ignited into action, ihen
Dr., deizmann told us he had knocked at the door of every leader, we anticipeted
the angwer with regard to Pelestine. They were efraid of the Arabs,

Soon there camesbout a change in the atmosphere. e found out that the
English people were sympathetic towards us and ss goon 2s we felt thest England
is not morally bankrupt we felt different —~= the situation cleared up. e felt
that the main leaders of public opinion in Englend were sroused ami it would
not be eagy for them to close the doors of Palestine to Jewish refugees; we
felt that the pressure from America would bring about e different attitude
even on the part of Chamberlsin,

I went away from this A tions Committee meeting very ruch satisfied; I wes
elated with the speeches end the atmosphere permesting the sessions., dhen
Shertok gave us the beckground of the Yishub in Palestine, we felt sble to
ignore the foodhead Report.

On Saturday night we knew we had a program, At the end of the meeting
certain thitgs developed of the utmost importance, for members of Parliement
had let us know that they were not zZoinz to stand by this decision snd would
do all in their power to bring sbout what we hed hoped for, Other territories
may be good or bad -~ may be necessary or not; some say it may be a mistake
that we fail to prepare some other outlet —~ but st the moment there is no
other country that cen teke in 100,000 refugees., The British Government says
that we must look for other countries and should agree for the moment to m
minimim of immigration. e informed them that this year we can tske in 100,000
imrigtantes de told them that we could definitely take in 10,000 children,
This dhows whet preparation means,

e felt at $he Actions Cormittee meeting that we had not lost -« that as
long as we have a country, the program will come of itgelf. The Arabs cannot
be rehabilitated without the mssistance of Jews, In other words, if we help
ourselves, they will be helped. Many of the Arabs are beginnirg to feel that

they can be helped only by the Jews, Land can be purchased st very reasonable
prices now.
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The Arab-Jewish Conference is very important. We must go, The fect that
the non-Palestinian Governments have been invited is mlso very important to us.
They need Britain; without Britein they are at 2 loss; snd these people went
to live amicably with Great Britasin, The only factor egainst this coming to-
gether is what happened in Palestine. Even this Conference in the long run
is bound to produce good results,

We left the Actions Committee meeting with the feeling thet we have an
immediate program. Winterton has admitted that there is m possibility, before
the conference, that the doors will be opened much wider. Pressure will come
beceause of the fact that we went to t=2ke in 100,000. #e must buy more land
et this time becsuse we have » chance to buy it., We must bring in ss meny
immigrants into Palestine as possible. de must strengthen our defense. We
mist bring to the Jewish people the necessity of helping these very valiant
men end women and defend our position in Palestine.

This Actions Committee meeting helped us to come beck with the sssurance
that our work continues from dsy to dsy, end if we succeed in mobilizing our
people behind the Yisimb we will again have sn opportunity to discuss the
question of a Jewish State end with much wider boundesries thsn have ever been
offered, We must work towards the goal that the Jewish Steste become = fact,

The Chesirman read telegrems received from Dr, Stephen §, dise snd from
Hon, Elihu D. Stone, regretting their insbility to sttend the meeting of the
Administrative Committee.

The Chsirman steted thet subsequent to the closing of the Actioms Committee
meeting Mr. Lipsky and Dr. Goldmen stayed over in London for edditionsl confer-
ences, He called upon Mr., Lipeky to report on what happened subseguent to the
meeting of the Actions Committee and what occurred at the conferences end meet-
inge which took place after the Actions Committee meeting.

MR, LIPSKY!S REPORT:

Dr. Goldmen and I came to London preacticeally sfter the meeting of the
Actions Commit tee had taken plece. #e found most of the members mlresdy in
the turmoil of the genersl discussion about the resolutions that were to be
adopted, So that, for all practicsl purposes, he =nd I were not present et
the Actions Committee meeting. #hat is importesnt for this meeting of the
Administrative Committee is not only to hear descriptions of the meetings
held in London, but slso to get some idea of how these things affect the work
that they are called upon to do.

I wes on the boat coming back from Antwerp at the time Hitler's speech
was delivered in connection with Prague. We can take that ss the starting
point when things began to heppen for us, If Prasgue fell, it wes the generel
impression throughout the world that something would hsppen with regerd to
Jerusalem. If Prague fell, and the democrscies mband.med that outpost, what
would happen when Enzlend came to consider the Woodhesd Commission's Report?
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dould everthing go further in the direction of Munich? Or would England draw
back? Thst wes the cease of the sction teken in the United Ststes in connec-
tion with the protest, #hen we were informed that the Enzlend Government wes
zoing in the direction of Munich, we launched in the United Stestes the protest
sgainst throwing P-lestine into the same wsste basket in which Czechoslovakie
wss thrown, The members of the Actions Committee in London were 21l made
aware of the fact., It can be se2id with a degree of satisfsction thet the
action taken in the United Ststes in conmection with thet mmtter; the protest
that wes or:enized all through the United States, which rezistered the first
outpourinz of Americen sentiment with regerd to the Jewigh csuse, helped to
stimulste thes later ection taken in connection with Germeny on the pert of
the Americsn populetion.

The effect in London of air protest had » visible result in the position
of the Government, 2nd although the Government threw sside the ilioodhead Report,
and when spprosched, refused actuml ssatisfection to the Zionist representatives,
nevertheless, by the issuing of the immisration schedule, indicated theat it
wag not goinz in the direction of Munich, but it wes considering, and in »
morsl confusion, decided to repeat what it hed done six monthe before. The
fact that it repemted it indicated that the Encligh Government had stopped;
it wes not goinz further with Munich.

The repercussion from the outside had an impression on the Actions Come
rittee meetinz; -~ it practicelly paralyzed deizmenn's speech., How could he
speak of snything that had to do w»ith Jewish affairs in the face of whet wes
happening in Germeny? His words were emotional, The Actions Committee in
London, which nurbers seventy by now, is elmost 2 Congress. The Actions Com=
mittee has included in it large nupgbers of Jews from Palestine, #With regerd
to their sttitude, everyone of them was eager to know how we were goinz to
act in America to help in mainteining the position of the Jews in Prlestine.

It was the business of Dr. Goldmen and myself to rezister in London on
behalf of the AmericsnCommittee the fact thst America wes substantielly be~
hind the protest, and I think we made some impression upon Mr. MacDonald,
slthouzh he did not need it, because he had been receiving regulsr reports
from Mr., Kennedy., All of England feels Americs today mare keenly than ever
before. There is nothing on this earth that hse more sense and meaninz to
Enzlend than the friendship of Americe, snd whatever msy heppen in the United
Stetes, the Enzlish Government is highly sensitized to whet 1s going on here.

The position with regard to our own affairs is very simple. The Pales-
tiniens sre beziming to think less and less of these politiecal trickeries
that are going on in the world. It never seemad more .vdicrous to give a
reasoned reply to any report than to the Woodhead Report. The important
thing for us to do, so far as Palestine is concermed, is to provide.

#e who are the workers understand the sum total of =11 things done at
London == with regard to the Actions Committee meeting - the resolutions
adopted - the statemsnts gotten out adiressed to the English people, the
stetement addressed to the Jewish people, snd other stestemert s in Hebrew and
English, de now have to consider the practicel side of the situstion which
hss to 4o with the United States, So far as the Yishub is concerned, eni so
fer as the political conditions are concerned, we ougzht not to be westing
mich of our time in getting into complicated discussions over them, The
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Conference is not zoinz to be =2n Arab-Jewish Conference, The Government is
goingz to have = conference with Arabs ani then with the Jews, sand they will
find out what esch one thinks, and then they will try to recomncile ther and
present a 4raft to each one. Then they may come to the conclusion that there
is nothing in common, or that there is something in common; snd by that time
the Arabs may reech a way of doing things without zoing to 10 Downing Street.
de ourselves would be greatly encourasged because many Zionists sre under the
impression that the Arab opposition 1s & very substantial effeir,

So far as the Jews of Palestine are concerned, they sre something we cen
depend upon, and thelr position is dependent upon us; and the very realistic
thinz which faces us is the situation in the United Stetes, and probsbly in
England, in Canada and in many other countries. How we are going to get the
money here in the Unitel States 1s a very serious problem, +hat has happened
in Germany stirs us as much as it stirs anybody else, e cannot separate our-
selves from thet feelinz. Every 1oy more lani is being occupied by Hitler;
every iay more lsni ig being occupied by the Nazi iiea, Every day the Jews
of Europe findi themselves in a closed wall, and we ourselves 2re implicated
in the whole action. And what is goingz on in London: At the time when the
representatives of British Jewry, headed by Viscount Samuel, issued 2 state-
ment in regard to the refugee situation, they leéft out sll reference to
Palestine; and when Dr. #eizmann refused to sign it, they included two words:
'including Palestine', e are in great danzer of having 2 situation created
for us whereby much of the resl deep sympathy with the situstion will be zrestly
affected by these sorts of sppeals, andi we have to fini = way to reconcile what
every Jew in the world wentsto 10, *t is not s very essy thing here in the
United States to finl s place, But that plsce we have to find, without dis-
turbing the unity which has been establishedl in the United Ststes. The Keren
Hayesod reguires $5,000,000; it couldi use more. The Netional Funi reoguires
$5,000,000; it could use more. Therc is a tremenious amount of work we have
to do here, in order to prove with sense eni with zood feeling thet the build-
ing of the Jewish National Home is sn essentisl festure of the relief, #hen
our friends undertake to begin proposirg territories to be settled; when they
begin to talk of uniertakinz largze-scale colonizstion; when they begin to talk
of creating a counter-way to Palestine — we can prove, without sny grest dif-
flculty, that Peslestine represents 2 less formidable obstacle in the way of
our endeavors, BEven the political Aifficulties cen be overcome by a mase
demonstration of Jewish resources, The very same confusion that mekes it
impossible for England to decide between Arabs and Jews — not having the
strength to decide -~ ilnat very same vacillation can be used by an organized
Americen Jewish comminity to force the doors of Palestine open more guickly.
You can feel it in the air in Palestine,

All Jewry must be united in order that that door which is being kept
closed should be opene& by the pressure which should be brought to bear by
5 humanitarisn sentiment backing up the Jews in their Aemani for this release
from their intolerable position. Ho one will say that if = l=ni can be oc-
cupied by such men and women, having created in so few yeers what they have
created, and that land is resady tomorrow -~ they slready have a resister of
homes that are prepered to take 10,000 children, i mmediately, snd other groups
will take care of many other thousands -~ thst is going to do any good to sny-
body to have the Jews scattered. Herelis » plece where, the stromer it becomes,
the stronger Jewry becomes, This fact is represented by a community reesdy =nd
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willing to build itself up, =nid masks only for the re-enforcem-nt of men and
women to meke it strong.

Eech one of us should o back to his comrmnity sndi meske a distimction
between relief sni colonizetion -~ between relief end Palestine ~— for after
relief there rmist com: some settlement of the people who reouire relief, The
JuDyCe is goinz to 1o the necessary work of taking 1,000 people finding them-
selves on the Czechoslovakian frontier, another thousand on another frontier;
but after they czive this relief they must consider what they sre going to do
with these victims of relief, andi in that situstion, it is our business for
the first tice really to mske an earnest endeavor to put Zionism into the
Jewish commnities of this country,

#e are in a position to say in sdvence, with an accountent's sccuracy,
with =2n econimist's accuracy : 'Palestine can take in 100,000 Jews within
twelve months!., Ani shst stends in the way? 4 lot of illusions, felse im-
pressicons, words with regarl to the Ar=sbs, woris with regard t¢ the Belfour
Declerstion -. words stand in the way of 100,000 pecple rmoving into Pelestine.
There is nothing in the weay except these words, The En-iish Gouvernment hss
ewallowed many of its own words; and the Arabs use woris only to make obstacles,
and they can be removed, There is nothing in the way of 100,000 Jews getting
into Pelestine this ycar.

Doubt hes heen expressed whether the Zionists fight in the #elfmre Chests;
not being previced withthe necessary arguments, they let thingzs co by the boerd,
and in many communities, the preveiling sentiment countrcls the whole city in
which there are thiusrnla: of Zionists. It is = very irportsnt thing that this
Mpinistrative Committee, having e membership representins Zionists all over the
country, should become the acents at this critical time. If we do not maintein
our position at this time, then we psss up = whole decsie. That which wes bullt
up will become a2 gpert of petrification, and one of the grandest efforts mede by
Jews will be lost. It is up to us.

In Englend, the Zionists -re renarkably elive, In South Africa, the Jews
do & volume of good for the Zionist movement thet puts us to shame, In this
country, even where we »cileved financiel success, in meny cases the Zionists
themselves sre the most remiss, This situation hess to be changed, endi we know
from explerence that tne Zionists have never changed unier normal conditions.
This ie the emergency!

The Chairman stated that we are in & situation very similar toisy to the
one we met in Philedelphis a few years ago, when the Crimesn situstion took
place, Here is a situation which reguires of us the use of tect ani of p00d
sense, anl telking to these people slong the lines thst have been indicated
today. Mr, Lipsky is correct again .. said the Cheairmsn - when he said that
in so wany cities, particularly the Chest cities, where the Zionists who are
active in the campaigns sre frequently overwhelmed by the so-celled non-Zionist
opinion because we are not as informed as we ought to be. Whet we need is merely
to point out the factusl condition; the facts spesk louder then any theorizing
on the part of any Zionist or non-Zionist.

Judge Lewis then called for discussion on the reports presented,
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DISCUSSION:

Rabbi Miller stated that he freguently heard remarks on the part of meny
merbers of the Adrinistrative Committee to the effect that this Administrative
Committee is not given an opportunity to do some constructive work in the
Zionist Or.;anizetion, He pointed eou}, therefore, that the Administrative Com-
mittee has the aremtest opportunity thst it ever had to come to the rescue
of the Zionist movement =t this time,

Rebbi Miller felt that we must have & progrem. We need & certein amount
of money, and if that certsin amount o money involves sixty percent or forty
percent does not interest us in the slightest; we must carry through =2 program.
The U.P.A. is not the policy-making body of the Zionist Organization; this
Administrative Committee is the policy-making body in this country. ihat the
Zionist work in this country shall be; what we shall appesl for to American
Jewry, and how much money we need in the interest of Palestine is for us to
decide, in connection with other Zionist bodles. The Z.0, A, Administirstive
Committee shoucld at least be true to its own functicn, end beceuse of the fact
that we wiil nct have another meeting of the A4iministrative Commitice before
the Nation=! .Uonference in deshinzton, we must come out with 8 concreie state~
ment. de can epeak of definite immigretion possibilities; so far we have 12,000-~
1,000 & month, Surely the schools will be made broadzr, but sv fer no country
has come forth with 12,000.

Rabbi Miller suggested that is the busime ss of this Administrative Committee
to appoint 2 committee to present for the consideration of this body, 2 conceived
and well plenned resolution that will enbody the needs of Palestine, the amount
that we need, the projects for which these moneys will be put forth] 'and through
this Administrative Committee issue that call to the United Palestine Appeal and
to the American Jewish people, ihen the Administrative Committee of the U.P.A.
:ill meet Thursday night, December 8th, it should have such e resoltuion before

t.

The Chairman formulated Rabbi Miller's suggestion in the following motion:

THAT a Committee of seven or nine members of the Administrative
Committee of the Z,0.A. be appointed to draft a resolution to
be submitted to the meeting of the Administrative Committee

at its Sunday morning (Dec.4) session, for the purpose of
notifying or tellinz the United Palestine Appeal the attitude
of the Z.0,A., Administrative Committee with regerd to the
fund-reising project which it heg undertaken,

The motion waes seconded.

The Cheirman stated that he intends to sttend the meeting of the U,P,A.
Administretive Committee, Since the fund-rsising project is purely s matter
for the U,P.A, «~ and the Z,0,A, is very well represented on the U.P.A, Adnini-
strative Committee —- he did not think the 2,0.4, Administrative Committee ougzht
to go out of its way to hendle such matters, btut ought merely to direct or make
its recommendations to the U,P.A.

Judge Rothenberg thought it migzht be very helpful if a proper resolution
were drawn, but he thought it is very importent that the resolution, when drewn,
should be one that will reflect the opinions not only of those who are present
at this meeting of the Administrative Committee, but of »11 those who are prominent
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in the leadership of the United Palestine Appesl, because these leaders are
meeting with the J.D.C. Very important negotiations are now going on between
the U.F,A. and the J.D.C., and what they are going to do is related to what

we are going to do., Dr, #ise, Dr. Silver, end other nstional leaders rust
participate in the formilation of thet resolution, otherwise it mey be lmrtfel
than beneficial,

The original motion as formulated by Judge Lewis wss unenimously oerried.

After a lengthy discussion se to how the resolution is to be formulated
in which Judge Rothenberg, Louis Lipsky, Rebbil Miller, Simon Shetzer snd
Rabbi Goldstein, participated, the Chairmen sppointed the following Committee
to desl with the matter of drafting = resolution to be presemted to the Dec. 8th
meeting of the U.P.A. Adrinistrative Committec which will reflect the ettitude
of the 2,0,A. Mmrinistrative Committee on the fund raising plen -~ Louis Lipsky,
Dr. Isreel Goldstein, Judge Morris Rothenberz, Rebbi Irving Miller, Dr. Stephen
S. fAise, Dr, Harris J, Levine.

The meeting mdjourned at 12 o'clock midnight ~= until the following morning
at 10:30 o'clock.
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SECOND SESSICN OF ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER Y4, 10130 0'CLOCK

Judge Wm., M, Lewis, in The Chair.

The Chairman recalled that last evenirmg a good deal of the discussien
centered around the reports of the proceedings of the Actions Committee, and
stated that during the discussion on those reports he got the feeling and
the impression that we were talking more with reference to the U.P.A. rather
than what we here, as members of the Administretive Committee, should do to
strengthen the Zionist Organizad on, as such. In the last analysis, he pointed
out, the Administrative Committee is the Zionist body which ought to have
charge of things which have to do with the progagation of the Zionist ides
throughout the country, At the moment, there is no more important Zionist
business that the Administrative Committee can consider than that of increas-
ing membership. He thought, therefore, thet it would be well to get an ex-
pression of opinion from the floor with regard to what the Administrative
Committoe should de by way of issuing s call and eppointing a special committee
for mec®og un sppsal for Zionist members, He pointed out that &t iic time was
the situstion from the point of view of acouiring new members in the Zionist
Organizetion as favorable as it is now. He then celled upon members of the
Administrative Committee from various commuinities to report what is being
done locally and to give sn expression of opinion ss to what they think the
Administrative Committee as such can do towards implementing the work of
inereesing the enrollment of the Zionist Orgenizstion.

Mr, Greenberg (of the Bronx, N.Y.) stated thsat while it is gratifying
to hear that the 2,0,A. has todate incressed its membership by 4,000, over
the same period last year, mevertheless, if we do not enroll 100,000 members
by the end of this fiscal year, we will be a fallure ss fn orgenizetion. He
suggested that the masses of Americsn Jewry 21l over the country be eppealed
to and encouraged to join the orgenization at a specisl membership fee of
$1.00 or $2.00 per annum,

Mr. Msrguli-s stated that it would be & grest misteake to allow this fine
meeting to disintegrate into something thet will bde of no value 2nd brinz no
results. He pointed out that the 2,0,A, has certain rules, regulstions, a
Constitution, =and even precedent, 2nd we cannot Jjust consider ourselves as
sort of & rump proposition, where we cen sdopt rules de nouveeu, What the
Chairman suggzested st the beginning of this meetinz was thet we build the
organization and not merely get in members and nemes from verious other
orgenigationss An opportunity will be given to Zionists to show numericsl
strenzth of thst typd awhen the Shekel Csmpaign is initieted for the current
Year, At the present, we are concerned with our members in good stending,
members of the or-anigation, members of the District&.2nd Regions. In order
to acquire that sort of a membership the minimum fee is $5.00; -~ $1.00 (es
sugzested by Mr. Greenbers:) would be of no consideration whatsoever. We have
to include in the membership fee the shekel of 50®; the District get $1.00;
the Rezion gets $1.00; the national organization get $1.00; the bslance covers
the cost of the publicetion and other propagends expenses, Mr, Margulies
urged, therefore, that the discussion be confined within the realm permitted
us by the Constitution of the Z,0,A.
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Dr, Feldman (of Philadelphis, Pa,) felt that the main difficulty in the
way of securinz members for the orgenization lies in the lesck of propazanda
meterial or literature which indicates concretely that slthoush a2 man mey
be a Zionist in the sense that he contributes to funds for the upbuilding
of Palestine, what the Zionist Organization of America sctuslly needs is
man power, in the form of rezistered individusl Zionists, for it is the
numerical strength of the orgeniz ation thet is most essential in the face
of s political crisis. He urged that literaturc of this type be prepared
by the Committee on Propazenda,

¥r. Devid Berenstein( of St. Louis, Mo.) called attention to the fact
thet the St, Louis Zionist District charzes $6.00 membership dues, =nd has
succeeded in increasings its membership from 500 to 1100 lsst year, =nd pro-
poses to double that number this year. He pointed out thet the Bnai Brith
has 90,000 members at $12.00 per annum. The Bnei Brith sclls its membership
proposition by speakin: of the wider scope, while th: wider scope is =ctuslly
something entirely apart from the membership dues, On the other hand, the
Zionist Orzenizetion of Arerics hes potent sellin: points on wshich to "gell"
Zionism, namely, what we have built up in Palestine. Mr., Berenstein sdded
that ahat he was primarily concerned about is the l=ck of coordination among
ourselves, Taere are various agencies in the Zionist movement, pulling in
different directions, He offered the following recormmendations with a view
to helping the membership situstion: (1) thet a Coordinetingz Committee be
set up; (2) that the Z,0.A. be rezarded ss the centrel suthority =nd the
District heads be regsrded as the central suthority in their respective
commnities; (3) that in connection with the membership csupeiens, men be
engaged whose business will be nothing Blue but 'I::uildin.r:: up 2 stronz =nd
powerful orgsnigation. ! s i

This work must be done intensively snd the District leadership should
not allow themselves to be burdened with the sctivities of 211 other Zionist
institutions. The Zionist Organizsation hes been doinz 211 the work end must
now change its policy.

Judge Nathan Sweedler (Brooklyn, N.Y.) expressed his agreement with
Mr, Berenstein in the matter of lack of coordinstion. He pointed out that
there is also = lack of cooperstion in some sections, and urged thest the
first thing the Administrative Committee should do is to administer, He
called attention to the Brooklyn situetvion, pointing out thet Hrooklyn hss
a Jewish populstion of one million and the possibilities of 2 Zionist member-
ship of five to ten thousand,

Mr, Dewey D. Stone( of Taunton, Mass.) stated th=t he mekes it & point
always to carry a membership receipt booklet with him, In the effort to et
new members, he said, he was anxious to mscertain what 2rguments on behalf
of Zionism proved most effective, and he found that the use of Justice Brandeis'
name --- callinz the attention of non-members to the fact that Justi~e Brandeils
is an ardent Zicniet ... proved most helpful. Mr, Stone sugzested therefore -=
althouzh the statemert issued by Justice Brandeis in 1015 is still timely .-
thet if a2 new staiement conld be gotten from him, it would help grestly in
securing new members for the orzanigzation,
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Mr, #einstein (of Long Islend) Chairmen of the local Membership Committee,
reported that their membership is approximately 1500 at this time and the zoal
set at a recent meeting was 3,000. Each District in his Region is given a
guote to fill, He spoke also of the fine work being done in the Lsurelton
Zionist District, which he felt was due largely to the educational progrem
adopted by that District, Throuzh this educational program, it has recently
succeeded in enrolling the entire membership of the Lsurelton Jewish Center,
Mr. feinstein suzzested therefore that it would be mest =mdvisable everywhere
first to cducate the Jewish messes in Zionism, snd then to follow up that
educational campalgn with 2 campaign for membership.

Rabbl Breslsu (of #eshincton,, D.C.) reported that his District had slready
enrolled over 450 new members, =nd hes » totsl paid-up membership et the present
time of over 650, as azainst 100 lest year., This is due to the fact that
fashinzston hae been concentrating on membership. He proposed thet the Admini-
strative Committee recommend to the Executive that » specisl membership com-
mittee be estmblished, which shell devote iteelf entirely to membership; .end
that capable persons be sent out to the verious sections of the country whose
sole duty should be securing members for the orgzanigstion., Rabbi Breslau
stressed the importance of "foot-work" in gettine members. He felt thst
members must first be drawn into the movement 2nd then educated. Once we
£et 2 member on our roll he will read The New Palestine, snd this is the
beginning of our program of education,

Mr, Schenger (Brooklyn, N.Y.) stated thst possibly Judge Sweedler mis-
understood the spirit and the effect of some of the allezed lack of cooperation
in the Brooklyn Rezion., Some of the mexzbers are working ss zeslously to obtein
new members in the Zionist Organization outside the wins ms ingide of it, The
great difficulty he found in incressing the membership of the orcanization was
that every time a membership drive was sterted, Zionist leaders told us that
we have got to walt for something, and so we have been delayinz these member-
ghip cempsizns until we have fallen to almost m negligzibdble total in the
Argenizetion, de have got to bear in mind that we s2re the soul and the heart
end the spirit of the movement; end thet we have given rise to the other
organizations that have Zionist work to do, But if we do not coneentrate on
our membership drive to the exclusion of ell other thinss, we are not going
to get anywheres dith the cerp=i-n that we have now going on in Boro Park,
which will no doubt be emulated elsewhere —— we are gzoin: to do & fine piece
of work in the Boro of Brooklyn. If we just concentrate on gettinz mermbers
we will considersbly increase the membership of the Z,0,A,

Mr, Leo #ilson (Bronx, N.Y.) sw-gested that for the duration of the member-
ship cempeizn no Zionist meetinzs be held on Sum ays, but that all Zionist

leaders 2nd workers devote every Sundasy to the rezistretion of members in the
Zionist Organizetion.

Mr. Borowsky (Boro Fark) endorsed the contention of previous speskers,
thet membership is merely s matter of foot-work. Lsst yesr Boro Psrk had ebout
150 members; today it has already 180 paid-up members, and nesrly 700 prospective
members listed on the books, He believed that by Jamuary or February Boro Fark
will have about 1,000 members. This is simply due to the fact thet Boro Perk
capitaliz ed the favorable sentiment created during recent wecks and got to work,
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Referrin: to the situation in New York, Mr. Borowsky suzcested that some
provigion be made whereby the Resions in New York City refund to the Districts
a certain amount of money in order that the Districts in turn mey be able to
carry on their membership work,

Mr, Borowsky said further thst the Administretive Committee caennot over-
look the Zionist situstion in Brooklyn, The Region is actuslly paralyzed.
One District which was the lasrgest lesst year has practically withdrewn for
personsl reasons. Considerirg the fact that Brooklyn has the largest Jewish
population of any city in the United States, Mr. Borowsky urged that something
be done to stabilize the Brooklyn Zionist Reglon.

Mr. Borowsky thereupon sugzzested that » Committee be mppointed by the
Cheirmen to make a thorouzh investigation and study of the Brooklyn Zionist
situation, If we work herd in Brooklyn we have @ chance of quadrupling our
membership this year without ouestion, because the sentiment is there; the

men are therej; -~ but there is & serious hindrance becsuse of certainlocsl
factors.

Mr, Krumbein stated thst Brooklyn is the largest Jewish community and
it is important. In view of the criticism of the Begion that has been voiced,

Mr. Zrumbein urged that the Committee that is to be appointed consist of people
from the national office of the Z.0.A.

The Cheirmen forrmlated the following motion in conmection with the
Brooklyn situation:

THAT a Committee be appointed for the purpose of streightening

out and a2djustinz the situstion that has arisen in the Brooklyn
Zionist hegion.

The motion was seconded and carried,

Mr, A. Liebowitz (New York) spoke of the personal successful effort he
had been making to enroll members, by writing letters to his friends in verious
cities and sendinz them Shekolim, However, some of the local Zionists in these
cities have critisized him, feeling thet his personsl effort wss interfering
with the locel 4Arive for members. Mr. Liebowitz did not share this sttitude,
and felt that if he were permitted to continue this personal appeel, he could
guarantee at lesst 250 new members from among his out—of-town friends,

The Chairmen said he did not think thst sny District would have any objec-
tion to Mr, Liebowitz' securinz merbers for the orzanizetion.

¥r, Imber (New York) moved

THAT between now end the next Convention of the Z,.0.A.
there be held at least three more meetings of the
Administrative Committee of the Z.0.4.

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried.
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Before proceeding to the next item of busire ss, Rabbi Bresleu urged that
definite action be taken on the proposals mede by Mr, Berenstein, himself,
and others at this meeting,in connection with the metter of =2n enlsrged member-
ship in the Z.0,A.

Mr, Marguliazs informed Rabbi Bresleu that this guestion is being considered
by the Committee on the Organizstion of the yeer's work, eppointed by
Dr. Goliman; and that in the plan which Dr, Goldmen has worked out and which
is to be presented to the next meetinz of the Executive scheduled for
Decerber 21lst, one of the items provides for the establishment of & merbership
department, Mr. Margulies pointed out, however, that in the finsl anelysis,
even if a separate department or en additdonsl depertment is set up, to be
devoted exclusively to the promotion of membership work, the actuel results
will depend, as characterized by Rabbi Breslsu and others, on shoe leather,
No single individual or group of individusls will be able to do this work
unlegs they have the cooperstion of the individusl members. #e have been doing
a certain kind of work in the last few years which has been showing the trend
of the membership department, Je must not lose sight of the fact that only e
few yeers ago the mermbership of the Zionist Orgenizetion had gone down to 8,000
that is is now over33.000. This year, with the situation thst exists through-
out the Jewish world, we can treble it, snd we can do so only if the members
present here will be mss conscious of the need of 2 large orgeanigzation es some
of those who have given expression to that need st this meeting.

Mr, Margulies addied that he disagreed with Mr, #ilson's propossl to devote
Sundsys to membership work, for it is impracticel snd impossible, Mr, Margulies
suzzested, therefore, that the week of Chanukah be desizneted =g "Membership
deek" throughout the United States. However, M¥r., ilergulies pointed out, that
is only e matter of publicity 2nd hes nothing to do with actusl work,

Mpr, Margulies said further thst he has had evidence during the last few
weeks indicative thst we will show = marked improvement this year, Lest week
he met with the Cheirmen and keymen of the New Enclani Region, He believed
the New En-land Region will this year treble its membership, He hesd a meeting
in Connecticut four or five weeks ago, where he thought similer results will
be achieved, In the Stste of New Jersey, where we have not a functioning Region,
some improvemsnt is visible in & number of places. Atlantic City has been grow-
ing by leaps end bounds under the very able leadership of Mr. Hhlbert. The same
situation ig apparent in Passaic and Paterson. DNewark is the one city with which

we have been having difficulty. The situation there is even more disappointing
than it is in Brooklyn.

With regard to Brooklyn, Mr. Margulies believed it wese very interesting to
have this discussion here, He stated that he had convened » meeting only a
week ago of all the Chairmen and keymen in Brooklyn, and over fifty people
were present, representim every Oistrict and zroup in Brooklyn. Unfortunately,
Mr. Borowsky could not be present, which is to be regretted,

Mr, Mergulies reported further on his visit to New Englend, where they ere
trying to enroll one Zionist member for every Jewish soldier in Pelestine, Thig

is a rule worthy of emulation by every District and every Zionist Orgsnizetion
in America,
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time
It is important at this/perticularly that the Americen public should be given a
vigualization of what Palestine represents and the possibilitiee for coloniza-
tion, through the Palestine Pavilion., It is incumbent upon Zionists everywhere
to throw themselves into the work., This ie 2leo an emergency and this emergency
is directly tied up with our business. W have here =an extresordinary opportunity.
The non-Jewish public do not come to our meetings, and the non-Zionists do mnot
come to our meetings, but it is cuitessidle that out of the sixty or seventy
million people that will zo the forld's Feir, many of these people will visid
the Falestine Pavilion. The Palestine Pavilion in ell thet it will contein
will zive a picture of the totelity of Palestine that will reslly be amazing.
The whole exhibit of the Falestine Pavilion is being built in Pelestine, end
we are spending a great part of our budget in Palestine. The Pelestine Favilion
is givinz employment to forty or fifty femilies in Fmlestine. Only the outer
shell is being tuilt here. The building 1s goingz on now; the steel frame is
2lmost finished. The exhibit is almost three-~fourths finished in Falestine.
The only thing that is not complete is the matter of money. It is therefore
important that the Zionists: throuchout the country should underteke the little
that has been asked of them. The Zionist Districts have an opportunity to re-
plenish their own financiasl resources by selling the booklets distrubuted by
the Palestine Pavilion. The Fresident of the Z.0,A. has sent out a letter to
the Districts, setting quota for the Pelestine Pevilion. It is therefore impor-
tant that the Zionists ghould get a real understanding of what is behind the
Falestine Pavilion., The deficit will be as large in direct proportion to the
lack of activity on the part of Zionists,

Mr. feisgal then answered & mumber of cuestions regarding the Palestine
Favilion. He said that the capital investment -~ the cost of the exhibit, etc.
~ wae $250,000. The total budget is $325,000, The difference of $75,000 repre-
sents the cost of maintenance of the Falestine Pavilion. There is 8also & reserve
of $30,000 in the budget to meet any emergency that may rise in connection with
putting up the building. There is a Board of Directors consisting of represente-
tives of the Z.,0.,A,, Hadassah, the labor group, J.N.F., and Keren Hayesod,

Mr, George Backer, the non~Zionist, is the President., Dy, Israel Goldstein is

the Chairman of the Board, There is also a Finance Committee, It is expected
that if the Zionists will work 2nd do their job, the whole expense of the Peles~
tine Pavilion will be covered through the sale of the booklets., §St, Louis has
done very well; it will give (outside of Hadassah) $3500 in casgh, A number of
other comminities are doin: similarly. Brooklyn expects to zive $50,000. The
Falestine Favilion received a loan from the Keren Hayesod of $75,000 which it hee
to repay every month., This is included in the budget of the Pavilion. The Fales-
tine Favilion hag to liguidate up to the extent of $25,000 by the time the Pav-
ilion opens. The Keren Hayesed will have to be repaid $28,000. The Falestine

Pavilion has received thus far in cash end loans, $135,000, Mr, Jacobi end
Mr. Backer have underwritten $0,000.

The meeting adjourned at 2 P, K,

Respectfully submitted,

MORRIS MARGULIES
SECRETARY
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ADMINSTRATIVE FUND

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
NOVEMBER 30TH, 1938
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INDIVIDUALS:
Barney Balaban . . . + + . .
Cong. Shaare Torah of Fla.t'buah
Thru Sol Cohen -
Davidsun 3ros,, New York City.
Burland Printing Co., Brooklyn
District #33, Ricamond Hill. 5 i
Baryy P, TIo2Ms & v o 5. 8 % & % % @ @
George I. FOX. « + « ¢ & ‘
Glen Oaks Golf Club (THru—I D Lipkﬂﬂitz}
Samiel Inselbuch . . . . « « « .
Dovls Makgodin s o o s o % o & o »
Louls PoalleT . « . « » ¢ o & « &
Louis Rimsky . . .
Robinson & Svarﬂlik, Waw Yﬂrm City
Louls P. Bocler. . « « & « « .+ &
BAYLY BILVWOE ¢« o o« o v » 5 & 4 »
Jagoh BinsorL. . . w6 e o4 W oWt
Slgmand Thaw + . « « « « « &
Capt. Abraham Tulin, . . . .
Abraham I, Uslander. . . . .
Dr. & Mrs. S. S, Wise.
Abralihm Wonk o« o « ¢ « « @

DISTRICTS:

District #7 - (West Side, NYC)
Israel Chipkin . . . . . . .
Dr. Israel Goldstein . . . .
Lob UomdE. v« & a4 s & s
M. Perla . . -
Drs. B. & D. Shaitlin. -
Abr, A. Silberberg . . .

Digtrict #10 ~ (Wash. Hts. )

Digtrict #13 ~ (Bronx) .
District #14 - (Eaatern Pkwaaf.

Hyman Aaron. . . . b

Boro Hall Liquor S‘bnra ar A B

Isaac Brimberg . . . .

Rubin Brueck. . . + + «

J. A. Fortunoff. .

Jos. 4, Gottlieb .

B, H, Levine . . . .

Irving Larie . . . . . .

B WALET: & 4 5 i % % 5 5.8

David Splegel. . . «+ . . .
District #19 - (Bensonhurst, Blclyn) -

District Contribution. . . .

Samuel Kramer, . . . . . 8
District #30 - (Inwood, ‘\T‘IG) > s




ADMINI STRATIVE FUND - ST ATEI{ENT

District #32 - (Flatbush, am:.m)

Samiel Berson, . « « « + &

Abrsham Goodman. . . % e

Jacob Goodman. . .

J. J. Kanner . .

Jacob Lobell . .

Jacob Maze . . .

A. H. Onish. . .

Samuel Rothstein .

Mres. &, Sachs. .

Simon Salwen . .

Samiel Schleimer

Simon Sverdlick. e . A -

Isaac Wurman . « « . + « $ 780.00
Connecticut Region -

Hartford, Conn.. . R O 450,00
Bangor, #aine .. . . S 2 é 5.00
Mattapan, MagB.. « « « « ¢ ¢ « o« o & 75.00
Ishpeming, Mich. . « « + o ¢ ¢ & « & 100.00
Shreveport, La. (No.louisiana Dist.) 30.00
Minneapolis, Minn. + « + & « « « o« & 895.00
Mt, Vernon, N, Y, -

Distriet Contribution. >

Harold J. Jaffer . . . . «. . « . . __10.00 110.00

$3,155.00
MISCELLANEQUS :
Rabbi A, E. Cohen, Cleveland, OChio 256.00
Cong. Beth Israel, lew Orleans, La. 20,00
Simon Felnberg, WYC. . . . . . « & . 10.00
Saul S. Goldman, NYC . . . ST 25,00
Henry Limmer, Providences, R. Ies o . 15,00
Louis Sobel, Brooklyn, . « « + + » = =« 25.00

120,00
TOTAL, ADMINISTRATIVE FUND: $6,455, 00

OTHER CONTRIBUTIOQNS :
Emergency Fund -
Robert Szold . « ¢ o « o « &
Collected by - D. H. laisel,
Palisades Park, N.d.

A, Abrghamson, Iowa City, Iowa . .
Max Bhoade, Washington, D. C.. . .
M, Movelkd, NYC . . . . . . .
H. Flurfeld, X0 . . « + .
Jos. Cohen, Brooklyn .

TOTAL FUNDS RECEIFTS:




21001ST ORASANZATION OF CHICABD

220 BOUTH STATE STREET
reeenone. Wabash 1285

OFFICERS:

President
WILLIAM M. EATZ

Vice Presidents:
SAMUEL F. JACOBSON
CHARLES MISHKIN
MAURICE A. SMOLER

Treasurer
JOHN RISSMAN

Executlive Director
CHARLES LEVIN

Dr. Abba
Temple-on-
Cleveland

Dear Dr. Silver:

r

I notice that you are scheduled to appear at
the forum of Temple Eeth Israel on January 30th.

should like to extend an invitation to you to
dinner with the Pf=cers and executive committee
he district which meets in the viecinity of Temple
2

srael,

This district happens to ve t“o second largest
Chicago, and yocur presence for the short period
the dinner will give great encoursgement to these

n,who are practically new to the ﬂr;anlzatlrn, to
eontinue the fine work they are doing,.

o ff
me

I promise you that if you find it possible to
accept this invitation it will in no way interfere
with your program which is to follow,

Thanking you in advence, and with best wishes,
I am,

Sincerely yours
CHARLES LEVIN,

Executive Lirector




December 20, 1378

Mr, Charles Levin, Zxecutive Director
Zionist Organization f Chicago

220 South Stute Street

Chicago, Ill.

My dear Mr. Levin:

I deeply appreclate your kind letter
of December 18 but I am afraid thst T em not ntle
to accept your kind invitation te have dinner with
the executive committee of the district on the
occasion of my visit to Chicago on Jamuary EOth.
I must have a few howrs of cuiet before an address.
I will probably arrive late in the afternoon and the
acceptamce of your invitation, which ie very tempting,
would rush me zmd tire me too much. Perhaps at some
future time I may be of servics to you.

%ith all good wishes, I remain

Very cordially yours,




MINUTES OF MEETING OF 2.0.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON WEDNESDAY,

DECEMBER 21, 8:30 P.M., AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), and Messrs. Barnett R.Brickmer,
Chafles A. Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, Harry M. Fisher, A.H. Friedland, Abrahan
Goldberg, Israel Goldstein, James G. Heller, Harris J. Levine, William M,
Lewis, Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Irving Miller, Charles Ress, Louis P.
Rocker, William I. Siegel, Robert Szold, Morris Weinberg, Stephen 8. Wise;
Janet Leibel (representing Hadassah), Eleazer Lipsky (representing Masada);
by invitation: A, K. Epstein.

Excuses for non-attendance were received from Messrs. Edward L. Isracl,
I. H. Levinthal, Moyer Levy, Ludwig Lewisohn, Julian W, Mack, Simon Shetzer.

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 PeM., with Dr. Goldman in the
Chair. The Chairman called upon the Secretary to report on the membership
situation.

MR. MARGULIES' REPORT:

The Secretary reported on the memborship as of December 21, 1938 and
compared it with last ycar as of the same time. The figures aro as follows:
This year (as of Dec. 21st) in renewals and now mombers =e 12,117; last year,
for tho same time, 5,151. This includos 6,783 new members that have becn
onrolled since October 1, 1938. The total mombership, thereforc as of
Docomber 21, 1938 is 35,783. We have received $35,0505, for memborship dues,
as against $17,682.75 last yoar for the samo poeriod. The Secretary pointed
out that because of a spocial situation, Chicago has not romitted its membor-
ship dues in full. Otherwisc the amount recoived at the national office
would have boon about $37,500, or twice tho income for tho same period last

yoar,

Reporting further on the momborship situation,tho Secrotary stated that
the Now England Zionist Rogion which at the last Convontion reported about
3300 mombers, expects to doublo or even triplo its momborship this yoar,
Pittsburgh, which last year finished with 715 members, will have a minimum
of 2,000 members, this ycar. They have undortakon a quota of 3,000. The
Socretary visited both those communitios and was greatly encouraged by their
momborship activitioss Tuosday night (Dec. 20th) Dr, Goldmn was in Atlantic
City, whore he was to initiato 1,000 mombors. Thoy had 850 paideup mombors
and will recach a memborship of 1,100. Now York is also making somo progross,
though not as good as it should. Dr. Wise recontly addrossod a mooting in
the Bronx at which 202 membors wore unrolled. Iwo of our difficult spots are
Philadelphia and Nowark,

The Secretary reported that throe now Rogions have beon formed since tho
boginning of the present fiscal yoar: the Southorn Rogion, comprising tho
Statos of Alabama, Goorgia and Tennossee, of which Mr. Jack Folt is tho Chairman;
& Rogion has boon tontativoly formod in Minnosota and Iowa, of which Mr. Hershel
Horowitz is temporary chairman; a Rogion consisting of Uppor Ohio and Michigan,
with Rabbi Leon Feuor as tho hoad, has appliod for a Charter. Theso threo
Rogions havo askod that they be rocognized so that they can function as Rogions.
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A Roglon is ontitlod to a §1.00 rofund on ovory $5.00 mombership duos. The
Socrotary submittod tho applications of theso threc Regions for the considera-
tion of the Exccutive.

lgs Wm. I. Siogel roportod that the Brooklyn Zionist Region has 1400
now membors and will have 5,000 mombers by the ond of tho yoar.

Tho Seerctary reported that tho Goldman Administrative Fund which was
launched at tho dinner tondered to Dr. Goldman at thoe Commodore Hotol upon
his roturn from Europe and Palcstine, now amounts to $16,843 (in plodges)
of which $9,561 has boon collocted to dato. This roprosonts oxclusivoly
monics from Now York.

Tho Chairman summarizod tho Socrotory's report, adding that the inercaso
in momborship doos not indicato that wo have made a recal offort in thoe Z.0.A.
in the direection oithor of & mermborship campaign or in the way of cducation
and propaganda. Ve have made no offort in this direction for tho primary
roason that wo wore immorsod in tho emergency situation. In connoction with
the Regions, Dr. Goldman inquired as to whothor there arc any rules guiding
the formation of a Rogion.

Mr. Charles Ress oxplained that tho Consitution Cormittec found necither
rules nor rogulations; the only roquisito being that a Region be comprisecd
of contiguous territory and that tho @xocutivo approve tho application.

Dr. Goldman pointed out that a Rogion involves roduction of incomo from
tho national organization. If wo aro to part with the income wo should know
what tho Rogion is to do and how it is to bo composcds lo roquestod Mr. Ress
to draft somo rulos and regulations to be submittcd for action at the next
mcting-

Dr. Goldstein suggostod the advisability of discussing whothor we favor
in a gonoral way tho formation of Rogions. He folt that a policy of deecentral-
ization is very hoalthy for an organization; on tho othor hand, thore might be
anothor point of wviow.

Dr. Goldman statod that the report to bo submitted by Dr. Hellor on behalf
of the Committec on Reorganization covors tho point raisod by Dr. Goldstoin.

Dr. Goldman called attontion to tho fact that tho January mooting of the
Exocutive is schedulod for tho Wodnosday preccding the Washington Conforence =-
Viodnosday, January llth. It is obvious that tho mombors of tho Exccutivo
camot cormo to Now York and thon go to Washington. Ho asked for an oxprossion
of approval of thoso prosont to have tho mocting of the Execcutivo in Washington,
DeCs, on Friday noon, Jamiary 13th.

A bricf discussion followed in which Dr. Hollor pointod out that a numbor
of mombors, including himsolf, would not only bo unablo to attond the U.P.A.
Conferoncoe in Washington, but also a meoting of the 2.0.A. Excocutive if it
were hold on Friday, January 13th.

It was thoroupon dedieod

THAT tho next meoting of tho Z.0.A. Executive be hold as
originally schodulod on Vodnosday, January 11, 1939,
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POLITICAL SITUATION:

Tho Cheirman called upon Mr. Louis Lipsky to say something about the
ArabeJowish Conforonces in London, the convorsations with Dr. Voizmann, the
mooting with tho Agoncy group, otc.

Mr. Lipsky statod that at first it was understood that the proposed con-
forenecs tho Governmont expects to have with the Arabs and tho Jows in London
wore to bogin irmmodiately aftor the Christmas holidays. It then appoared thet
the conforoncos would bo held some ti w i Lo middle of Januarye Tho last
word was thaot thoy will bo held in the first wock of Fobruary. Sinec the re-
jeetion by MacDonold of the proposal that children be admitted into Palestino,
a movement has boen started both in London and in Palestineo, calling upon the
Exccutive te refrain from ontering into conferences on tho ground that the re-
fusal to admit the children into Palestine constitutoed a prejudice azainst
tho Jowish position which made the possibility of the success of tho conler-
oncos hardly within tho range of rosonable oxpectation. That movemcnt to have
the Exccutive stay out of the conforonces has attainod a cortain amount of
nonentum in wvarious countrios.

lirs Lipsky roported further that a mocting was held in New York of the
non-Zionist roprosentatives of tho Jewish Agency, together with somo of the
Zionists, to discuss the goneral situation on the basis of a report by
Dr. Nahum Goldmann. It was tho conscnsus of opinion at that moeting -- which
was telegraphed to London == that in tho judgment of thosc prescnt it would be
inadvisable to block the conferonces on the ground suggestcd, bocausc the
jdea of the conference with Arabs was o long protracted idea among the Zionists
as boing an indication of their good intentions; and to abort these conferonces
through Jowish inaction on the ground of something which is auxiliary to tho
re in purposc would bocome inadvisables. Such & cablegram was sent to London
by Dr. Nahum Goldmann.

As for the tolephone convorsation between Dr. Weizmann and Dr. Nahum
Goldmann, Dr. Goldman wantod to lmow what was happening at London, whother
the two rosolutions wore stimulatod by tho Exccutive in London, or whether
therec wos a rotaliation in the ranks; Dr. Woizmann was askod what the position
of the Exocutive was. Dr. Weizmann stated that thore was a division of opinion
in London botwoen Shortok, Ben Gurion and othors; that the Execcutive was to
moct and we wore to bo informede But therc has boon no information as yeot.
Dr. Woizmnn said thore was a good roason for roconsidering the cucstion, but
ho did not think that ultimately we should stay away from the conforonces.

Roporting furthor on the mooting with tho 4gency group, lir. Lipsky said
that this was an improvised conforonce arranged by Dr. Nahum Goldmann with
Dre Mourico B. Hoxtor, and to comply with Dre Hoxtor's wishes, the number of
porsons askod to como to this mooting was limited to five. Ilir. Lipsky statoed
that whon he proposed a much larger conferonce, Dr. Hoxtor declarod that if
the conferonco were onlarged he would call it off. In viow of the fact that
it was to our interost to have Dr. Nohum Goldmann presont cortain viows to tho
non=2ionists, wc thought it would bo advisable to comply with Dr. Hoxter's
wishos end limit tho number of porsons inviteds Tho non-Zionists prosont worc
Dr. Hoxter, Dr. Karpf, Dr. Cyrus idlor, Edward Warburg, Mr. Vinldman.
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U.P.ile SUBVENTION TO Z.0she:

At this point Mr, Lipsky statod that there have beon intimations to the
UePsie that it is the intontion of the Z.0.A. to proposc a roduction of tho
subvention or the service charge of tho Z.0e.de in the U.P.As. Ho said it was
important for Dr. Goldstein and himsolf to know what is tho position of tho
Z2e¢0sle in tho mattery) whother the Z2,0.4. asks that the subvontion be mado
a status quo, or that it should bo roduced.

Dr. Goldman statod that whether the Z.,0.4. will ask for more or less monoy
can be judgod after wo have heard Dr. Hollor's roport.

Mr, Lipsky ticroupon withdrew his quostion until aftor Dr. Hellor's repcrt.

REPORT OF COMLITTEE ON RE-ORGANIZ.TION:

Tho Chairran called upon Dr. James G. Heller to roport on bohalf of his
sub=cornmittecs. Dr. Hellor stated that it has not beoon possible to entor into
a study of thoe Zionist Organization of what might bo callod a sciontific
charactor, that the cormittce has not boen able to conduct a survey of Zionist
activitics in the United Statesjnor perhaps was it nccossary. The general
status of Zionism in this country, tho numbor of mombors who bolong to the
organization, the methods of the organization, the agenelies which the orgoniza-
tion now omploys =- aro familiar to us. Two months ago, at the first mocting
of the Z2,0sA. Executivo, Dr. Goldman gave oxprcssion to certain personal ro-
actions which wore the rosult of conversations with a groat many Zionists --
not moroly rccontly, but during theo ecoursc of some ycars -- ng to some of tho
probloms confronting the Zionist Organization. Dr. Goldman prococdod by scnd-
ing out a communication asking for cxprossions of opinion. As a result of
that, Dr. Goldman transmitted to Dr. Heller and to evory moembor of the Exocutive
cortain suggostions, the socond of which wvas in the nature of rc-arrangenoent of
the first, both of thom treating ceortain fundamontal quoestions with rogard to
tho Zionist Organization. It has beon vory difficult to have a moeting of the
sub=comnittec appointed by Dr. Goldman; it was a large committoc and it was
obvious that it could not moot complotely separato of the Excocutive. Thercfore,
o mooting of tho sub-committee was hold at noon of this day (Doc.2lst) and wus
attonded by Dr. Goldman, Mr. Margulics, Rabbi Bricknor, Mr. Fricdland, lr. Szold,
Mr. Siegol, Mr. Ross, Judgo Fishor and Dr. Heller. Thore was a very thorough
discussion of a groat many fundamontal pointse The committcc came to the follow-
ing conclusions.

Tho sub-cormittee wants to suggest, in the first placc, that wo got in
touch with the U.Psle and the J.N.Fe and suggest to them two arrangomonts for
the futurc == first, that we sot up a joint body which shall attompt to olimi-
nate ovorlapping and duplication of offort, particularly in tho diroction of
propaganda throughout the country. It was the fooling of all the membors of
the committec that a considerable portion of the work which is dono by tho
J.N.Fs and the U.P.d4. is to arouse sontimont throughout the country through
literaturo, ficld reprosentativos and other means. The statemont was mde
by Mr.Henry Montor rocently that the U.P.A. prospors most where thoro is a
strong Zionist Organization to back it up. In tho Wolfaro Fund cities it is
a truism -- that whorc thoro is a strong Zionist group the U.P.ds alwmys gots
a bottor portion of tho funds. The committoc folt that thoro 1s no roason
why tho throo organizotions ==Z.0.d., U.P.As and J.N.Fe == should not sot up
some machinory by which they could work togother. Sccondly, the Committoeo
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proposed that we initiate an experiment along the above lines, that we take
one section of the United States == the exact region to be determined later--
and there the three organizations try to work jointly with rogard to finance,
propaganda, organization, etec. This was not to be regarded as committing the
organi zations to a nation-wide program, but as an exporiment of its offective-
ness and appropriateness. Those are the first two suggestions that the com-
mittoe has to offer.

The third suggestion is that an attempt be made to induce the U.P.A, and
the J.N.F. to take over the Palostine Dopartmont. It was the foecling of tho
comnittce that this is a much more appropriate activity of these two organiza-
tions.

Fourthly, the committce recommonds that tho Zionist Organization be rec=-
moved to the City of Mashington. This ovoked a very protracted discussion in
which a great variety of opinions were at first presonted; but the rccommenda-
tion now boars the unanimous voice of the committec. The roasons that prompt
it are thoso: the fooling that we must make a new start; that thore aro cortain
essontial changos which must be mado in the ontiroc sct-up of Zionism, and which
can best bo accomplished by going to a now placo. It is nocossary ot the presont
time to set up a political dopartment in Washington, and wo will savo monocy by
moving tho organization with it; and that political departmont will be able to
do much more offeoctive work as a part of the organization in Washington. Thero
was the focling that thore are certain distinet liabilities that have acerued
to the Zionist offico by boing in Now York.

Tho fifth rocommendation of the sub=committoc on re-orpanization is that
we should proccod as quickly as possible to sot up & Now York Zionist Rogion.

Tho sixth rocommendation is that a study be initiated of the porsonncl of
the Zionist officcs Tho committeo did not want to make any drastic rocommonda-
tions as to individuals. This should bo done only after a caroful cxamination,
and on thc basis of tho utmost fairncss. Somothing must bo done to rovitalize
the porsonnecl of tho organization to command a groater moasurc of ability than
woe command at prosent. In addition to that, the romoval of the office to
Viashington will probably give us an oxcellont opportunity to do the two simul-
tancously.

Seventh, it was proposcd and is suggestod that the Zionist Organization
send to London an imerican emissary who shall repreosont the dmorican point of
viow and who shall convoy information to us of things that aro transpiring in
London. Various othor functions too arc to be dologated to such a persons

Eighth, thore shall be an intonsification of Zionist offort throughout tho
country, by the organization of Rogions and by tho decontralization of Zionist
work throughout the country.

The sub=-committoe on ro-organization proposed for the prosent that theso
suggestions be given to threc committecs to be appointed by the Prosident at
this mooting of the Exocutive, and that thoy be divided as follows:

le Committoe I. to doal with (&) tho cstablishmont of a modoel Rogion
as an oxperimont; (b) the transfer of tho Palostino Dopartmont;
(¢) the appointment, financing and dispatch of somoone to roprosent
us in London; and (d) the setting up of some national machinery
which will avoid in the future duplication and overlapping of the




Exoce Comm, -12/21/38 -6-

threc organizations <= Z.0.A., U.P.A., J.NeFs == with rogard to
propaganda, ote.

2. Committee II. to doal with (a) tho romoval of the Zionist Offices
to Washington; (b) the investigation of tho porsonnel; (c) the
sotting up of a political bureau in Washington.

3+ Committee III. to consider methods of docentralization of Zionist
work throughout the country.

Mr. Cowen asked whothor the matter of the removal of tho Zionist Offices
to Washington was takon up with tho U.P.A. and the J.N+F., as tho cffoct of
the soparation of these throc organizations must be considored.

Dr. Holler concludod his rcport, stating that it was tho foeling of tho
committoe that thoro are a great many othor quostions that should be con--
sidored, -=- the quostion of the publications of the Zionist Organization:

Dos Yiddishe Folk, The Now Palestine; the setting up of an Education Depart-
mente The committee folt that it was inadvisable to considoer all the questions
of tho organization immediately. The other quostions will follow. Wherever
the committee refors to "propaganda®™ it also moans “"education", Dr. Heller
explained.

Mr. Ross asked whethor tho oducational activity is something which is
to bo included within the scope of the coor’inating committeo.

Rabbi Miller oxpresscd the thought that the sub-comuittec on re-organiza-
tion had presonted a very comprohonsive and far-reaching program of roorganiza-
tion, touching every phaso of Zionist lifc in Amorica. He folt that it calloed
for gonoral discussion, with spocific recommondations on tho proposals sub-
mittod.

GENERAL DISCUSSION ON REPORT:

Dre Goldman allotted ono~half hour for a gonoral discussion.

Dre Holler oxplained that the committec to bo appointod will subscquontly
report back to the Exocutive.

Judge lewis asked what authority the Exocutive has to go through with a
program of this kind == whothor it is not a mattor for the Convention.

Mr. Lipsky felt that the report involvos onc koy action and when that

koy action is approved, all the othor itmes -- which are sccondary to the main
proposal -~ arc dotorminod. Tho main proposal is that of romoving the national
offices of tho Zionist Organization of Amorica to Vashington, D.C.j; the other
things == the scrutiny of tho personncl, tho political burcau, otc., ctce,==
stem from that. The proposal with rogard to propaganda docs not involve anye
thing oxcept accclorating tho worke Onco, howover, we tako the principal stop
of romoving the national officos to Washington, we makc a radieal change in

tho status of tho Zionist Organization of imorica. We would ovorconc a groat
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doal of tho accumulation of proccdont and tradition and laws that tho Zionist
Organization has aequirod in tho course of forty yoarses The personncl then
changos to a cortain oxtont by itsclf and can casily be scrutinized. Vo ought
now to discuss tho proposal of removing the national officos to Washington;
then come tho auxiliary questions, such as tho attitude of tho J.N.F. and theo
U.P.Ae Wo have a fifty porcont intorest in thoseo partnorships and we can
oxorcisc an influcnco thoro.

Mr. Lipsky theroupon movod

THAT we tako out of the roport of the sub-committeo the
suggostion with rogard to tho romoval of tho national
officos to Viashington, and make a deeision with rogard
to that proposal.

Mr. Lipsky added that if a docision is made on that quostion, 50% of tho
probloms will have beon sottled.

Judgo Honry Ellenbogen suggostod the following amondmont to Mr. Lipsky's
motion;

THAT we first consider tho quostion of the romoval of
the national offices to Washington, and then, if time
permits, we consider the othor proposals of tho sub-

committec,

Dre. Goldman stated that the removal to Washington is not tho only weighty
matter for considoration. The matter of coordination betwoon the 2.0.4.,
U.Psde and J.N.Fe is porhaps oven more important than removing to 'ashington.
At the meoting of the Exccutive Committeo of tho U.P.As. hold latc this aftor=-
noon it was ovident that the U.P.A. and the J.N.F. are going to bo facod with
a problom this ycar which thoy have not facod in provious ycars -- thore is
going to be a united campaign committoo which will conduct tho campaign for
twonty million dollars. The campaign is not going to be undor the auspicos
of tho UsPssis or of the J DuCe, but of & committoo of the J.DeCe and the U.P.As
with its owm torminology; and its own campaignors in Now York, as wecll as
throughout the country, will set up for tho purposc of conducting tho campaipgn;
and the question was in the minds of all those vested with responsibility for
the J.N.Fe and tho UsP.Ae and the J.NeF. will do during the coming ycar. Almost
at tho close of the meeting the Direcctor of the U.P.i. registered a complaint
against Tho Now Palostine -- that tho U.P.A. cannot possibly got tho nocossary
propaganda for its work. Honec, in addition to the question of romoving the
officos to Vashington, and coordination betweoen the three organizations, thoro
is the mttor of basic Zionist cducation and propaganda, as distinguished from
party or organization propaganda, in which all of tho agoncies arc intorested.
TheJ.N.F. publicises Palestinc, Hannita, the Emok; so doos tho UJP.A.; and so
doos the Z.0.A« One group doos it without the knowlodgo of tho othor.

Dr. Goldman was confidont that if a committeoc wore appointed to study tho pro-
paganda and the publicity and tho oducational work of thosc threoo bodies, we
would discover groat waste, boecausc of duplicetion and ovorlapping. Furthormoro,
intornationally -- in tho ‘orld Zionist Organization == gradually tho Koron
Haycsod and tho Koren Kayometh havo built up their propaganda in oducational
dopartrmonts. If thoe Z.0.4s would do nothing moro in the Unitcd States than
adopt for its purposcs the contributions of the Keren Kgyemoth in Jerusalem
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and the Koren Hayesod in Jorusalem, wec would have as finec an cducational and
propaganda dopartment as tho Z.0.A. ever had in this country. It is thero-
foro important that a committece consider the question as to whother for a
basic Zionist propaganda and Palestine propaganda in the United States we
cannot effect coordination. That is as important as removing to Washington;
thorofore, if we take these two points: the question of coordination and

the quostion of removal, the othors can wait for another timo.

Dre Heller statod that those activities that had to do with the internal
organization of Zionism werc assigned to one committee, and the others which
have to do with relations with othor organizations were assigned to another
committec.

Dre Friedland agreed with Mr. Lipsky, that the concreto problem should
bo considerod first. He seconded Mr. Lipsky's motion.

MR. LIPSKY'S MOTION VAS UN.ANIMOUSLY CARRIED.

DISCUSSION ON RELOVAL OF HEADQUARTERS
FROM NEW YORK TO WASHINGTOK, D.C.:

Mr. Siogel stated that six or seven of the members of the sub=-committee
are in favor of the proposal to remove the headquartors to Washington.,

The Chairman requested that the members of the sub-committee refrain
from speaking for some time.

He stated that although to some of tho mombers of the Executive the pro-
posal of removal comes for the first timo, this mattor has boen under consid-
eration by the members of the sub-committee for some time. Bocause it is so
drastic a proposal, the committee should have the benefit of deliberation on
the matters The Chairman suggestod, therefore, that the report of the sub-
committee on re-organization be circulated among the membors of the Executive.

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that a decision on this matter by the Executive
does not determine the matter; it must necessarily come before the administra-
tive Committec and tho Convention of the Z2.0.is He was of tho opinion that
the Z.0eA« Constitution provides that the national hoadquarters should be
in Now York City.

Meossrse Ress, Goldberg, Ellenbogen and Friedland felt that for the on-
lightenment of the members of the Executive who are not on the sub-committee,
those who favored the proposal for removal should present the rcoasons which
prompted them to make the proposals.

Dr. Goldman presented the following reasons: (1) A gtudy of all national
Jewish organizations in the United States reveals that they are least succoss-
ful in the City of New Yorks The city is far too large for effective organ-
ization; theore is invariably too much confusion and distraction in tho city.
(2) With rospect to the Zionist Organization, it is porhaps a little worse
than with most organizationss There has developed a tradition of visiting
the Zionist offices, of dropping in for whatever purpose. Len and womon
come in from all over the vast city to soe somoone in the office and the
day is wasted receiving people and spoaking to thom. Very froquently, people
move in; othor organizations move in and clog up the Z.0+A. machinorys
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(3) There is a neced now more than cvor for a political dopartment in Washington.
To establish such a political department would requiro considerablo expendituro,
which the Z,0.A. cannot afford. And furthermorec, to put such a departmont in
Vashington by itsclf would stamp it meroly as a "lobbying"committoce If tho
whole organization is there and the hoadquarters are therc, this reproach is
romoveds Tho sub-committco was not unaware of the fact that New York has

55% of the Jows of Amorica amnd 90% of the talent and of the genius of tho

Jews of /Jmorica, but it also felt that the organization, Jjust becausc it

is in New York, has really not utilizod those forces, and physical propin-
quity has not meant a cultural and spiritual integration. The experiment

was made by another national Jowish body, the B'mai B'rith; they did their
work from an out of the way community, Cincinnati, and they succoeded in

a fow yoars in building up an organization that is 3% times tho size of the
Zionist Organization of America. When thoy began to think of moving, they
considored New York, but tliey decided in favor of Vashington, and their ex-
perience thus far haes made them very happy that they have ponc to Vashington.
It has put thom in immediate touch with Govornmental Dopartments before other
organizations can mako up their mind and go there and establish those connoc-
tions. Thoy areo therec on the spot. The sub-committec alsc folt that the
weakness of tho Zionist position in the City of New York may be duc altogether
to the faet that the presence of the national organization in llew York has
made it impossible for the New York Region to organizo itself or to be organ-
ized. Every Zionist problem in New York becomes a national problerm, so that
Now York as such is forgotton. The mombership of New York today is probably
no larger than the membership of the city of Chicago. It is larger than
Atlantic City which now has 860 paid members and 300 unpaid; New York may

have thus far three or four times the number of members in Atlantic City.

The Zionists of Now York rely on the national leaders who happen to live in
New ‘York to do their Zionist work in the city; whoreas these national leaders
arc busy with the national and sometimes the world problems, and cannot organize
the City of Now York.

Dr. Holler stated that a great many felt that the last Convention was a
mandate to attempt, at loast, a thorough-going organization, to raiso the lovel
of tho leadership of Zionism in this country. In addition to all of the
reasons that Dr. Goldmen has given, he wished to add that the change would
bo made casier in this direction by the removal of the offices from Now York;
that it would be casier to inaugurato a new era, to draw in new pecople, than
if the offices reomained in New York. He considered this a valid recason from
the psychological point of wvicw.

Rabbi Miller cxpressed regret that Mr. Lipsky prossed his motion and took
issue with the statement that the key to the problem of reorganization as ro-
ported lies in the removal of the national offices to Viashington. Rabbi Miller
said he has given a great deal of thought to the organization of the Z.0.A. for
quite a few years; ho had instituted almost singla-handed in Long Island the
very model Rogion that the sub-committoe proposcs to be instituted somowhere
in the country, where the Z.0.4., the U,P.A. and the J.N.F. will be complotely anc
thoroughly coordinated, and whero Zionist expression and Zionist loyalty on
the part of membors of the Z..O.A., and Zionist effectiveness will have rcached
thoir highost point. Rabbi Miller added that he had not found the presonco of
tho Zionist offices in Now York a detriment to such an organization, and did
not foel that the removal of tho offices to Vashington would in any vay benofit
such an organization: Thore aro many probloms involved in the question of
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reorganizing the Z.0..4. that aro bound to affoet the quostion of removal to
Washington, and we arec beginning at tho very ond. Rabbi Millor said ho saw

no roal justification, even in the proposals advanced, for such romoval, namely,
that thero arc hangors-on, that therc arc visitors to the office, that thoro

arc poople who like teo drop in and stay. That can be corrected, without going
to Washington, by determining to conduct the affairs of tho organization in

& businoss-liko mannor. If it is a quostion of roorganizing tho porsonncl,

of gotting rid of some porsons that we foel have outlived thoir usefulness,
then, too, that bocomes a question of courage to deal with the situation hore

as it is and not to deal with it by going away to another city. Vo will have

to bave a Zionist office in Now York City anyemy. ¥o will then have b0 offices
one in Washington and one in New York, which , whothor wo wish it or not, bo=
cause of tho fact that it is in New York, will bocome the national offico. The
only thing is, on thc door will be "Zionist Region of Now York" and not
"Zionist Organization of fmorica. /nd we will have all of those irritants

that wo have today, unless we correet thom; and in some building in Vashington
wo will hevo on the window the sign of the Zionist Organization of .Amoripa,

with ono or two or five sccrotaries, but it will not be the national hoad-
quartors == tho national hoadquarters will still be here in NWow York, wherc

56% of the Jews live. The Zionist movement cannot be comparod to the B'nai
B'rith; the Zionist Organization cannot be comparcd to any othor organization.
Theroe is a Now York shtirmmung about the Zionist Organization that would bo
impossible in a city like Washington. Tic will have the meotings in New York

in tho office of the New York Zionist Organization; we willhave the big rocop-
tions to visiting dignitarios in the Zionist Organization in Now York, becausc
that is tho only place whore thoy can bo hold in ordor to produce & shtimmung
throughout the country. Ve will have a de facto organization in Now York and

& do jurc organization in ashington. Thore arc basic probloms in tho Zionist
Organization that have to be corroctod. Dr. Heller is correct =- we have a
mandate to rovitalize and change the structure of the wholo Zionist Organization
in New York; we have had this mandate for many yoars, but we have never dono
anything about this mandate. By romoving the headquarters to Washington we

will not be gotting at the basic problem; we will simply be opening up an office
without in any way be improving the organization, or bringing about coordination,
Thero ought to be an office in w«ashington anyway. Rabbi Millor added that ho
felt bound by the fact that the discussion had beon limitod to tho question of
the romoval of the office to Vashington, and believed that therc should now bo

& genoral discussion on the question of changing thoe goneral structure of the
Zionist Organization of America,

Rabbi Brickner thought that tho limitation of tho discussion is a 1littlo
too drastice The question of romoval of tho national offices to washington is
only one of the eight points proposed by the committoo on re-organization., It
was undorstood, he said, that the only part of the Z.0.4A, that would move to
viashington, in addition to the ostablishment of the political burcau, would be
the membership department, and the administrative work related to the building
up of the mombership. The other phase of the 2Z.0.4. work, namely, creating
shtimmung in Amorica for Palestine, would be donc in New York, coordinatoly
with the J.N.F. and the U,P.d. The sub-cormmittee felt that since so much of
the propaganda and the educational program for croating the shtimmung for
Palestine is also tho work of the J.N.F. and the U.P.A. it ought not to bo left
ontirely to the Z,0.A. which does not have sufficient funds with which to carry
it on -~ coupled with the fact that the Palestine Burcau has beon conducted
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by the Z.0.A. and is legitimately not a function of the Z.0.A. but of the
U.P.As, the J.N.F., and Hadassah. When we get down to what is the function
of the Z.0.A., administratively and functionally, we find that it has a double
function: (1) to do the political work; the chief responsibility for which
rests with the Z.0.A.; that must be conducted from Washington; (2) To build
up membership in the Z2.0.A. That certainly can be done better if the organ-
ization is stripped of all the irritating traditions created by the Zionist
Organization, thereby leaving whoever is charged with the responsibility for
membership frec to go sahead with that fumction. So it was with the idea of
meking the function of the Z.0.A. clearer and more effective that this pro-
posel of romoval to Washington brought forth.

Mr., Goldberg statcd that he was unable to understand how the committec
arrived at this proposal. Washington is the dead end. The renaissance
should be in New York, where most of Jowry in America lives. Now York is
the placo for basic, spiritual Zionisme It is true we must have a political
organization. But the political organization of the B'mai B'rith and our
political organization are not the same. Tho political organization of the
B'nai B'rith is similar to a political organization of the Congross. Our
organization is not; we are not lobbying. There are occasiqs onco a yoar
or once in two ycars when we must go to Washington. ¥Vhat womoon by political
work is dissominating information among various pocople who have influence in
American public life. Just because the political burcau must be in Washington
is no recason for removing the ontire organization to Washington. All wo
really have to do in theo political burcau is to oducatec the Congrossmen and
Senators in Zionism. Tic can do that from Now York. Is is an obsolute mis-
apprehension of tThe cntiro purpose of the political bureau to compare it to
the B'nai B'rith which is an Amorican organization and has nothing to do
with the aims and purposos of the Zionist Organization. Our political
burcau would be merely for the purposc of Zionist oducation; we simply want
Washington to be favorably disposcd toward us. In Washington we could not
possibly receive dignitaries the way we do in Now York; nor could we havo
mass meotings of thoe typo we can hold in Now York, whore wo havo the nocessary
shtimming, otec. Tho personnel of tho Zionist Organization is limited to a
mere handful of peoople. The leaders who arc not in the personnel - Dr. Viso,
Dr. Goldstein and others == will not go to 'lashington, they will romain in
New York; and whore they remain, thore is the national officos New York is
the Jowish center of America and the logieal seat of American Zionism.

Mr. Goldborg folt that only the questions of coordination and propaganda
should be considored, and that it must be borne in mind that the political
bureau in Washington should bc a lobby.

Ho exprosscd the opinion that Zionist visitors should bo welecaomod to the
offico and that therc should be men thore to meot and talk with thom. At tho
prosent time only the Socrotary sccs those pecoples Unfortunately people no
longer visit tho national office as thoy usod to do in former years, whon
Dr. Visc, Mr. Lipsky, Emanuol Neumann, or Miss Szold werc thoreo; thon the
offico was absolutely alive. In conclusion, Mr. Goldberg roitoratod that
it would be a mistake to romovo the national offiece to Tshington but he
approved of having a political burcau in Washington provided it shall not
bocome a lobby. He addod that the Zionists of Amorica look to Dr. Goldmn
to rebuild the Zionist Organization in accordanco with his promisec at tho
last Convention.
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Judge Ellenbogon felt that the quostion of the romoval of the Zionist
office must be approached with coclness and deliberation; with judgment
and recason. Vhon we ask oursclves what is the purposc of the national
offico, we will approach the solution of that question. The purposec is,
first, Zionism as a political movement and tho place of the political move=
ment is in Vashington. The purposc of the office is to organizo. If wo
want to organize we must have a quiet office, whore we aro lcft alonec and
whoro the time is our own. Judge FEllonbogon stated that he has a knowledgoe
of Washington, and he felt that it would do the Government, as well as tho
Zionists, a great deal of good to have the national office thero., Ho said
he had hoard a groat deal of talk in the secctions outside of Now York &f a
dosire to socc the office move to Viashington, and if a consonsus of opinion
of Zionists outsido of New York were tzken, there would be an overwhelming
sontimont in favor of removing tho national offices to Vashington. From
the organizational viowpoint, too, it would give the Zionist movoment a
tromondous inpetus to have the national office in Vashington, ‘hen wo
contomplate the fact that the Zionist Organization has only 35,000 mombers,
we must agroo that thore is something radically vrong with the Zionist
Organization of America if it was not able to do any better.

Dr. Goldstein said he had not made up his mind about the merits of
removing the national offices to Vashington. Because so many arpuments havo
beon advance}l in favor of this proposal, he thought perhaps that in justice
to the issuc he ought to advance thosearguments which occur to him as being
against tho proposal. The quostion of a political departmont has been placed
as a cardinal question. Perhaps we ought to oxporiment for a time with a
political deportment in Vashington, in order to ascertain just what such a
thing can moan to us pratically. Bofore dismantling an organization, the
part of discretion would be to try out this cardinal point and sce what
happens to it in the course of a year or two. From the standpoint of Zionism
really as a political movement and as the movement of the masses, occasions
often arise when it is necessary to have tremendous domonstrations. %Yie aro
able to have mass demonstrations in Liadison Squarc Garden in Now York which
recdound to the benefit of the national office and it means a groat deal to
be able to havo such demonstrations in Now York. The next thing is the matter
of subjecting our leaders and our officors in the Zionist Organization to the
visits of wvarious pcople both inside of New York and outside of New York.
“ie noed to attract people from all parts of Amorica to como and visit the
Zionist Organization. The difficulty is that these people rarely get to sec
tho lcadors whose letters they roceiwe, and from that standpoint it is very
important to have at tho national hoadquartors a placo where people can come
from all parts of America. Business mon are likely to come to New York much
more frequontly than they come to Viashington. Thoy come here to the U.P.A.
and the J.N.F,, and when they come to those organizations they should be able
to visit the Zionist Organization hoadquarters and sec the poople that noed
to be secon. As to analogies, we must romember, that quitc apart from all the
other distinctions, the B'nai B'rith moved to ‘iashington not from Now York,
but from Cincinnati. Thore may have been vory good roasons for moving from
Cincinnati to Washington, but to move from Now York to "ashington is a step
backward., It is perfectly possible to have a woll functioning organization
in Now York. Hadassah has a larger memborship thon we have; Hadassah funce
tions efficiently; Hadassah is not troubled by these inferiminate visits
about which we compleiy,or if it is troubled by thom, it secks them and
apparontly it benofits by thoms These arc a few of the thoughts that should
bo considored before deciding upon this very important step.
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Dr. Heller felt that the argurments which lir. Goldberg used rovoal the
state of mind which has grown up out of having the national office in New
York. To him (Dr. Heller) the problem of the Zionist Organization is the
problem of gotting people to work togother and of bringing others in by an
effoctivo method of organization, by charing the whole country. Because
of the financial stringoncy of the organization and other recasons , the
presont relation of the Zionist Organization to the remainder of the United
Statos is exccedingly attenuated. Tie do not get very much from thom; wo
cannots If the Zionist Organization does not sucoced in New York; if Now
York has tho smallost membership proportionally of any community in the
Unitod States; and if the relationship to tho rest of the country is so
attenuated ~- thon what is the achicvoment of the Zionist Organization of
America. He suggosted as a romedy, abler people in a botter organization,
and belioved the rest will flow from that. As for the reforence to Hadassah
by some of the previous speakers, Dr. Heller pointed out that Hadassah did
not start with the handicap of the Z.0.A. Ho felt that tho task of approach-
ing the problem nationally would be immensely facilitated by removing the
naotional offices to Tashington.

Dr. Friedland stated that he was perhaps the only member of the cormitteo
on reorganization who spoke at longth against moving to Viashington, that he
advances most of the reasons that have been given here, including the argument
that 557 of the Jews in the Unitod States live in New York City; that about
76% or 80% live within & radius of two hours from New York; that most of the
talent for propaganda and oducation live in New York. However, he added,
when he heard all the other arguments, and the vote was taken, he voted
for removal to Vashington. Dr. Friedland said he fully agroos with Mr. Goldberg'
point of view. He also felt that no matter what may be set up in Viashington,
the national office of the 4.,0.As will be in Now York. He suggested as a
compromise that, for political work and for national organization work, the
Z+.0sAs go to Vashington. ‘hen the membership office will be in ‘iashington,
New York will naturally recode from the horizon and the rest of the country
will becomc more real. From the point of view of cool, quict, administra-
tive work of mombership, and from the point of view of showing the whole
country in its proper perspective, it will be botter for tho off'ico to be
out of New York. Dr, Friedland said he had a suspicion that within a year
or two we will have to move back to New York -- wo will alienate people.

But our leaders should be given an opportunity to see that it is not the
workers who are to blame for the condition in the organization, but that
other factors are responsible for its The organization work and the politi-
cal work should be moved to Viashington; the coordinated propaganda and educa-
tion, and the shtimmung-croating forces must remain in New York Citye.

Mre. William I.Siegel thought that if we were for the first time consti-
tuting an office of the Zionist Orgenization, everybody's reaction would be
to put the office in New York City. But the fact remains that we have had
the office in New York City for a number of years and there are some quasi-
wealknossos in our structure, which wo must ascribe to same extent, at loast,
to the national office boing located in New York City. Evon though he still
had somo doubt, Mr. Siegel added, we have got to be daring though doubtful
and take whatever risk is inherent in the move to Vashington.
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Dr. Wise asked if thosc proscent had given thought to the differonce bo-
twoon Congress and the British Parliamont, and why the Zionists generally
in England have farcd so much bettor with the House of Commons thon wc have
with Congress. Day by day and ycar after ycar thero is contact, so much
contact that sore Hambors of Parliament arco bettor Zionists than some of
the loadoers of tho Zionist mavemont. It may be said, Dr. .Jisc pointod out,
that in crises wo farc woll in liashington. He added, we farc well and fare
ill. 1If we wore in ‘/ashington we might not have thoe erises which now arise
to plague us. If we had a good man in a good office in ‘Viashington we would
not have to aet in this opisodic manner in rolation to the Zionist novement;
wo would know our men. If we had accoss to President wilson and got samo-
thing from him, it was duc to tho groat influonce and the constant access
of Mr. Brandeis, and to the fact that in 1916, 1917 he (Dr. Yise)was in
ashington once or twico wookly. 7o virtually had an offico in Viashington.
Lot us not say, just beccausc it suits tho argument, that Zionism is not a
political movoment. It is a political movemont and it also does othor things.
Socondly, Dr. Wisc wondered whother some Now Yorkors roalize the fecling of
Amorican Jows townrd Now York. No plnco on carth is Jowry as provincial as
in Now York City. Ono of tho groat virtucs [or Dre. Goldman as President,
is because he is not a Liew Yurkur. Dr. Harry Friedenwald was the only other
non=liew Yorker who was ever President of the Z.0... The third point of
view oxpressed by Dr, .ise was that it is immensely important to keep in
touch with Tashington. “Thon we got other Prosidents it may be still morc
important to have acecss to the Administration, and wo have not that accoss
when we arc in New York.

Dr. Wise continued that the thing that Drs Goldmen can not do for lNew
Yorkers is to build wup Zionism in New York. HNow York offers a pcculiar
problems New York is a geoographical name; but that is all. There is no
relation botwoen the soparate places in New York; there is no intogrity;
there is no community life. Dr. .Wisc added that he goes to Chicago oftcner
than he goes to Brooklyn.

As en ox-Prosidont several times over the Z,0.A. Dr. 7iso folt that he
must speak frankly. One clevon Fifth Avenuo is very inadequatoly reprosonta=-
tivo of the Zionist movemont in America. It is sad that it should be so.

He addod that ho may have as large a share of tho rosponsibility of that un-
happy fact as any living person; but whorovor tho rosponsibility liocs, some-
how we have not made onc cleven Fifth Av nuc a living, moving center of the
Zionist movement in Amerieca. He continucd that he and Lirs Lipsky have had
to postponc visits to Vashington time and again. Vie do not go to Washingtin;
wo go thore only occasiocnally. e have no constant connection with the conter
of our movement. In the very noar futuro we arc to have a tromendous attack
on overything Jowish, ineluding Zionism, and we ought to bo ready to meot it.
o must realize that we are today in 1929 or 1930 Germany, with a tremondous
onset against the Jowish poople, and tho next thing will bo Zionism == and
Zionism is always under attack. If wo do not sce that we arc vastly mistaken.

o are proposing the radical change of moving the central office from
New York which is not contral and upon which we have madc no impact in our
forty ycars of Zionist life. %io may docide aftor somo yoars that we must
come back to Noew York. But it will bo on onc condition; that 25,000 Now
Yorkers, out of 2,000,000, will bc mombers of the Zionist Organization.
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Thore is somothing uttorly wronpg today in the fact that we have 10,000 members
out of 2,000,000. It is our unforgivable sin. Dre Visc said he would rather
have an out-of-town Zionist come to Vashington once a year, than to come to
Now Yorl: four times a ycar for busincss, and incidontally come to the Zionist
officcs He said ho would like to try the exporiment of taking oursolves to
washington. Heo thought it would give immensc satisfaction to thousands of
Jews in Americas. ‘e have got to think in the samo torms as the B'mai B'rith.

Dre« Heller made the following motion:

THAT tho Exccutive instruct tho President to appoint
three committees for the purposes suggested by the
Committce on Re-organization.

Dre Heller's motion was seconded and unanimously carricd.

Dre Goldman stated that the sub-committec is now in a position to preo-
pare a momorandum to be sont to the next mecting of the Exccutive on January 11,
1939.

Dr. Goldman took exception to some of tho remarks in lir. Golberg's statc-
ment. He wished to romind the Exccutive that he made no promiso in Dotroit
at all; that he does not make such promisos. He made statoments such as most
of us have made for the past twenty years -- tho neod for intensification of
Zionist lifc, of bringing morc of the spiritual and cultural elemonts into
the work. He assured thosc presont that in the discussion with the sub-committee
which began with Rabbi Heller at nine co'clock in the morning -- these quostions
woro considercd: The sub-committee considered the cultural and the spiritual
aspocts of the 55% of Now Yorkers and all the talont that New York has, as
Dre Fric@land reported. Vo also know that a yocar ago Dr. Visc appointed a
Survey Committeo; and threc years ago and five years ago thore wero committecs
appointedy and Dr. Goldman added that he rcmombored being a member of a com-
mittee twolve years ago, and he remembered being asked to propare a momorandum
for our organizetion fourtoon years ago; and all the discussions that took
placc on thoso memoranda and proposals were not unlike the discussion hero this
evening, and we did not move. Vo permitted any number of Jewish orpganizations
to take away the men and the women who properly belong to Zionism and the 2.0..4.

Dr. Goldman said further that theroc was an insinuation that ho shuns the
Zionist headquarters. Ho recalled that in July, aftor tho Dotroit Convontion,
which was on July 4 or 5, from thé time he left for Palestino on the 27, in
those 22 days he spent 14 days in New York and almost all of them at tho
Z2404de office, and he accomplished absolutely nothings It took him invariably
almost an hour to get from the elevator to the office. He was approached on
all kinds of irmaterial matters. But cven when he stays at the Hotel he finds
thirty or forty tolegrams and telephone calls; of no special importance.

Dr. Goldman said he was in Tashington for threc hours during this weck
end he had more conforences that werec of interest to us in that short poriod
than ho had in Now York in a weck or two. 'o know what happens in Now York «-
Dre Wisc came to tho mooting tonight a 1little aftor ten o'clock because he
had other ongagements. This has happoned very frequontly<- not only Dr. liso,
but during our omorgeoncy work peoplo ran in for five minutes or ten minutes,
or a half hours That also happens to him in Chicago, Dr. Goldman said; ho never
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likod a Convention or a Conforence in Chicago; he could not attond to them
properly; but when he comes hoere he has nothing before him but the Zionist
work, and he attends to it. These six or seven national leaders who live in
New York have after all, their owm work; they do not intorrupt their daily
calondar; thoir Zionist work is included in their daily calendar; thoy try
to be at four or five meetings at the samc time. If the Z.0.A. Executive
will meot in “ashington, it will come for the busincss of Zionism. I/hat
some may think is a doefect is quite the thing that is going to make it pose
sible for us to do the Zionist work in Vashington,

To sugrest the reorganization of one eleven Fifth ivenue, without moving,
Dr. Goldman continues, is to his mind to cxpoct the impossible; there is that
woipht which has hold us down for years and which will continue to hold us
downe Everyone of our mectings, with the oxcoption of this moeting, has beon
packed by non-members of the Executive. Ho has asked lire lMargulies time and
again for a moeting of members of the Executive; tiere arc certain mattors
which have to be discussed, where we want only the julgment of the members of
tho Exocutive. *lo come here to do some business. It happened at one of our
mectings that a cortain suggestion was made which affocted other agencios,
and the following day, & nonemembor of the Executive telephoned to report what
hod happencd hore and reported it not as it was acted upon; and thon it croated
friction, and for a week or two we were wondering just what was going to happen.
That is the situation at one cloven Fifth avonuc. ¢ do not want to run awny
from the people; wc want to have an office that can fuiction properly, and
above all, Dr. Goldman added, he folt the great nced of being more and more
regularly in ‘ashington, becausc it may not be the conter of Jewish life, but
it @ocs happen to be the capitol of the United States.

(Dr. Goldman had to leave for the train to Chicago; lr. Lipsky took the Chair).

Judge Ellenbogon sugrested that the minutes of this neceting should be
fuller than they usually are. The Chairman instructed tho stenographer to
bring in as full a report of tho discussion of this mecting as possible.

Ro~ MR.ZIFF:

Judge lewis enlled attontion to a meetings he attended by Mre 2iff, the
author of "The Rape of Palestine". He said that Mre Ziff made quite an in-
prossion upon that group.

Iho Choirman stated that steps are being taken to inform all intorostod

partics that certain represontations that are becing mado by Mr. Ziff ore in-
jurious to the causc.

RESOLUTION ON DEATH OF "JILLL.M B. LE.F:

lotion was duly made and seconded and unanimously carriod

THLT o propor resolution on the death of Willian B.Loaf
be recorded in the minutos; and that the resolution thus
adopted be forwardod to the family of the late Mr. Leaf.




MINUTES OF MEETING OF 2.0.4, EXECUTIVE HEID ON WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 11, 1939, EBGINNING AT 4 P.M_, AT THE ASTOR HOTEL,
NEW YORK CITY

PHESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), Mgsers. Charles A. Cowen,

Harry M, Fisher, A, H, Friedland, Israel Goldstein, Barris J. Levine,

Israel H., Levinthal, William M, lewis, Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies,

Irving Miller, Charles Ress, Louls P, Rocker, A, H, Rosenberg, Carl Sherman,
William I, Siegel, Robert Szold; Mrs., Moses P, Epstein (representing Hadassah),
Eleazer Lipsky (representing Masada); by invitation: Joseph Cohen, of London,
David Ben Gurion, of Palestine,

Excuses for Non-Attendance were received from Messrs, Barnett R. Brickmer,
Henry Ellenbogen, Abraham Goldstein, Edward L. Israel, Julian W. lack,
Simon Shetszer, Elilu D, Stone, Morris Weinberg and Stepnus 5. Wise,

- . -

Tho meeting was called to order at 4:15 P, M.

SECHETARY'S REPORT:

The Secretary submitted a factual report covering the first quarter of
the present fiscal year, which indicated a total of approximately 37,000
members in the Z,0,4, Thus far a little over 6,000 renewals have been received;
8,000 new members have besn enrolled, making a total as of December 31, 1938
of over 14,000, as compared with 6,000 for the same pericd last year., About
$40,678 has been received in membership money since October 1, 1938, as against
20,756 last year for the same period. This membership ceme from 17 Regions.
Fourteen of these Rgglons have actually been approved by the Executive or by
some other authoritative body; three have submitted applications for approval.

The Secretary stated that when the question of Regions comes up the whole
set-up of the Regional systom will have to be revised. He suggested that the
Committee discuss the question of membership in general, and called attention
to the unusual opportunity to double, or triple the membership.

Reporting on the publications, the Secretary stated that the total mailing
1ist of the 2.0,A. is 39,350, divided as follows: The New Palestine —- 36,2503
Dos Yiddishe Folk -- 3,100. The circulation is made up as follows: Dos Yiddishe
Folk -- Exchange list : 276; paid subscribers: 407; Z.0.A. membership: 1,998,
Two hundred copies of Dos Yiddishe Folk are supplied to newsstands, from which
there is no income., The office keeps in reserve 219 copies., New Palestine --
Exchange List: 474; paid subscribers: 372; Young Judaea: 533; Avukah: 250;
Masada: 550; U.P,A.: 75 coples; reserve in office: 500; membership: 33,496,
The joint members receive only one newspaper,

The Secretary reported further that during the period in review the office
arranged for 156 meetinge covering 101 Districts in 22 States, These include
only meetings arranged by the National Office and for which the National Office
supplied speakers, These 156 meetings were addressed by 31 speakers, some
spoaking more than once,
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The income from membership for the first scven months of the current
fiscal year was $101,764; the expense was $94,446., The income for the first
four months following the Convention was $41,028; the expense for the same
period was $53,709. However, the income for the months of October, November
and December, 1938 was $60,736 -- and the expense was $40,737 for those three
months; 8o that we had a deficit at the beginning of the fiscal year, but we
now have a surplus of $7,318 at the end of the seven-month period.

DISCUSSION ON SECEETARY'S REPORT:

A lengthy discussion ensued, participated in by Rabbis Ierael Goldstein,
and I. H. Levinthal; and Messrs, Louis P, Rocker, Charles A, Cowen, Wm, I,
Siegel, Charles Ress, Judges Harry Fisher and Um, M, Lewis, in which the pre-
vailing opinion was that every effort be made to set up an organizational
machinery, to utilize the interest created by recent ovents, for increasing
Zionist membership.

In closing the discussion on the subject, the Chalrman called upon Mr.Ress
to assume the division of the country into a centralized system of Rsgions
manned by competent field workers; and to take this division into considera-
tion in his definition of the scope and function of a Region,

With regard to the Chicago situation, upon which the Secretary and

Col. Rosenberg reported briefly, the Chairman suggested that Col, Rosenbere
subnit a detalled statement, in ordor that the matter may be properly discussed,

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE:

Mr, Louis P, Rocker, Chairman of the Finance Cormittez, submitted a
detailed report on the finances of the Z,0,A., for the seven-month period
beginning. June 1st and ending December 31, 1938, The report indicated that
the pro-rated budget had been exceeded by $10,727.35 for the seven-month period.

The Chairman asked that information be submitted to the noxt meeting of
the BExecutive, showing; how this excess expeniiture was incurred, and why it
cost the 2,0,A., an average of $1,532,48 more a month to operate than originally
estimated,

SIR RONALD STORRS:

The Chairman called attention to the presence of Sir Ronald Storrs,
former Governor of Jerusalem, in the United States on a lecture tour, and
suggested the appointment of a Committee to wait on Sir Ronald to discuss
with hin the Palestine problem; and also extend an invitation to him to attend
a function in his honor.

After a brief discussion on the impressions gathered from Sir Ronald's
addresses in various commnities:
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The Chalrman moved

THAT Dr.I. H, levinthal, Mr. Louis Lipsky and
Dr. Stophen S. Wise meet with Sir Ronald Storrs
and extend to him an invitation to attend a
function to be arranged in his honor in Yew York
City; that in conversation with Sir Ronald, and
in a general way, Mgssrs, Levinthal, Lipsky and
Wiso speak of the reaction to his addresses in
this country.

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried.

DELEGATES TO LONDON CONFERENCES:

The Chairman celled attention to the Conferences to be held in London at
the beginning of February, and sugpested that a small delegation be nemed to
represent the Z2.0,A. The non-Zionists of the Jewish Arency have heun invited
and a small delezation is going.

Mr, Ress roved

THAT Dr, Solomon Goldman, Mr, Louis Lipsky and

Dr. Stephen S. Wise be appointed a Committes

with full power to select the delegation that

is to represent the 2,0,A., at the London Conferences.

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried,

DOS YIDDISHE FOLK:

In discussing Dos Yiddishe Folk, the general concensus of opinion, with
the exception of the views expressed by Rabbi Ievinthal ard Dr, Goldstein, was,
that in view of the limited number of readers and because of the fact that the
Jewish community was umisually well covered by a friendly Yidlish prees, it
would be more beneficial to discontimue the magazine and use the budgetary
allotment for the issuing of Yiddish pamphlets and perhaps also a Yiddish
Year-Book, The Chairman explained that before suspension there would be one
or two more issues and a statement of this action would appear in Doe Yiddishe
Folk, The matter will be discussed with the editor.

Mr, Rocker moved

THAT tbhe 2,0,A., suspend publication of Dos Yiddishe
Folk for a period of time,

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried,
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THE NEW PALESTINE:

The Chairman stated that sugrestions have come from every part of the
country that The Now Palestine be changed from a weekl'y to a monthly. The
present format leaves much to be desired, The pancr coes not compare favor-
ably with other periodicals. It is given to publicinin~ trivial, banal details
and the fine editorials and articies are crowded out by front-pase news which
is a repotition of what was alrealy published locally :i.rore The New Palestine
reaches 1ts readers, After discussing in detail the useful purposes which The
New Palestine serves, Mr. Lipsky moved

THAT the Chair appoint .a Committee with a view to re-
forming "he New Palestine, either as a week':r, or from

the point of view of a monthly, in order that The New
Palesiine nay reasonably conform with the Cppanization
neecs ..{ the 2,0,A, and. at the same time, give expressicn
to the thinge that are in the mind of the Chairman,

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried,

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT:

The Chairman stated that discussion on the Education Department will have
to be held in abeyance until other matters, such as the financial situation,
our propaganda machinery, and the membership set-up, etc., are considered. In
the meartime, the Education Department is contimuing to function. The Chairmnan
susgested that the educational pamphlets issued would be better propaganda
material if they were descriptive rather an argumentative, attempting to convey
the achievements in Palestine, such as the story of Hanita, Nahalel, etc., and
proposed the namins of a committee to read the material now available and all
other material, before it is pubdblished.

Mr. Cowen moved

THAT an Editorial Committee be apnointed, whose duty it
shall be to read all naterial available anl aisc that
being prepared for publication by the Education Department,

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried,

The Chairman appointed the following persons to serve as the Editorial
Committee: Rabbi Samel Blumenfield, Charles A. Cowen, Dr., A. H, Friedland,
Dr., Emamiel Gamoran, Dr. Israel Goldstein and Maurice Samel.

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN WASHINGTON:

The Chairman stated that the need is felt more and more for a Political
Department in Washington., Such department would involve the services of a
contact man and an office, and would probably mean an expenditure of from
$12,000 to $15,000 a year, About $7,000 is already available -- $5,000 in
Cleveland and $2,000 in Baltimore,.
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A brief discussion followed, in which Rabbi Miller, Mr. Lipsk; and the
Secretary, participated,

Judge Fisher moved
THAT a Cormittee of three be appointed, with power to
establish a Bureau in Washington for such purposcs as
the ZOO'L- may sce fit,

The Chairman stated that Judge Fisher and Mr. Ress have prepared a brief

on the question of removing the national office to Washington, and the matter
will be further discussed.

PALESTINE DEPARTMENT:

The question of the Palestine Department, its functions and set-up was
presontsd and considered. There was a brief discussion in which the Chairman,
ilr. Rocker, Dr. Friedland, Mr, Lipsky, Mr. Siegel and Mr, Cowen participated.
All felt the need of an enlarged Palestine Department under the joint auspices
of all parties and groups in Zionisnm,

It was moved, seconded and carricd

THAT the Exocutive of the Z.0,A, realizes the need

for an enlarped Palestino Bureau, which shall embrace
activities pertaining to Togzereth Haaretz, land invest-
ment, tourism, Chamber of Commerce, etc,:

THEREFORE, it feels that the Z,0.A, cannot contimme -
nor is it incumbent upon the 2,0 A, to maintain a
Palestine Bureau, unless the cooperation and support
of Hadassah, Jewish National Fund, Koren Hayesod,
Mizrachi and Poale Zion is contributed toward the
upkeep of such a Bureau;

THAT in the event the sub-committee appointed for that
purpose is unable to get the assent of these bodies,

to thies cooperation, for the maintenance of the Palestine
Bureau, the Z.0,A. will Ye compslled to abandon the
Bureau,

THAT the sub-committee report back to the Executive for
action,

- SECOND SESSION -

INTENSIFICATION OF Z.0.4. ACTIVITIES:

The Chalrman introduced the question of how best to intensify the work
of the 2,0,A, The matter was discussed at longth by a qumber of the membders
present, including Mr, Ress, Mrs, Epstein, Rabbl Miller, Mr. Rocker,

Dry Friedland, Judge Fisher, Col. Rosemberg, Mr. Cowen, Mr., Goldstein and
Mr. Lipsky.
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In summing up the substance of the discussion, the Chairman stressed the
followin; facts to be considereé by the Coordinating Committee:

1) That an effective reorsanization of the Z,0.A. must be drought about
through the coordination of the Keren Hayesod, Keren Kayemeth and the Z.0.A.,
thoreby eliminating overlapping, duplication and competitive effort,

2) That Regions be formed, manned by competent Field Directors, who are
not concerned with partisan politics, and who are thoroughly conversant with
the needs of the movement and can make people aware of Palestine, the Basle
Program, and the achievement and general 1deology of Palestine,

3) The the Z.0.A. should outline for itself a definite program of activi-

ties. An appeal should be devised which will attract the average Jew to the
Z4044A,

4) That a plan be considered for meeting the financial neecds in order to
bring about such reorganization,

The Coordinating Committee consists of Rqbbil James G. Heller, Chairman;
Judge Harry M, Fisher, Abraham Goldstein, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky,
Charles Ress, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, Dr. Stephen

., Wise, Dr, Goldman added tho name of Mrs, Judith Epstein to the Coordinating
Cozxmittee,

POLITICAL EEPQRT: (Mr. Ben Gurion)

Before calling upon Mr, David Ben Gurion, the Chairman read a cable re-
ceived from Dr. Chaim Veizmann, dated Paris, Jamuary 7, 1939, which indicated
the influence felt abroad through A-erican pressure.

Mr, Ben Gurion delivered a confidential report on the Folitical situation.

DISCUSSION ON ALL-JEWISH CONFERENCE IN AMERICA:

In the concluding remarks of Mr, Ben Gurion's report, he advised the hold-
ing of an all-Jowish \lorld Conference in America sometime in March, for the
purpose of obtaining a general Jewish reaction to the attitude of the British
Government towards the London discusslons, This reaction he Yelieved should
come from the Jewish poople as a whole and should be expressed in America,

After a discussion on this proposal, participated in by the Chairman,
Messrs. Szold, Louis Lipsky, Ress, Sherman, Siegel, Cowen, Dr, Friedland,
Judge Fisher, Rabbi Miller and Eleazer Lipsky -

Mr, Lipsky moved

THAT the Executive of the Z,0.A., taking into acoount the
last remarks of Mr, Ben Gurion, vote to support the Execu-
tive of the Jewish A.ency in carrying out this enterprise,
leaving it to a Committee as to the form this enterprise
is to take,

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried.
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The Chairman stated that a meeting will shortly be convened of repre-
sentatives of Hadassah, Poale Zion, Mjsrachi, Jowish State Party and the

non-Zionists of America. This will be preceded by a Zionist round-table
discussion,

Meceting adjourned at nidnight,

Respactfully submitted,

MORRIS MARGULIES

Secretary
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January 23, 1939

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
Cleveland, Chio

Dear Dre:

I regret very much that I was deprivadﬂéhu
opportunity of seeing you while I was in your town. When
I called your home, you were not in; and I thought I would
have a chance to meet with you on Friday, but I had a meeting
that day. After the meeting, I was under the weather, and
was in bed the whole day Saturday.

I expected to see you at Washington, but then,
again, I was on the road, and came home too late to make
ite I am certainly sorry that I did not attend the Con-
ference, which, by all reports, was most outstanding in re-
gard to numbers and addresses--aspecially, I understand that
your introduection of Masaryk was a gem, and possibly was
the cause of moving Masaryk into making an historic speech
which will remain immemorable in the annals of the history
of Palestine reconstruction,

I had many things to tallk to you about, I
wanted to get a line from you, as they say, on many a topie:
and was ready, in turn, to impart to you a few things that
seemed of interest, but I was not destined to see you,
and I regret that.

I expect to be in Cleveland in connection with
the Conference of the Histadruth Ivrith, and I will certain-
1y make an effort to call you up and meet with you,

With best wishes,

Cordially yours,




FORD HOPKINS CO.DRUG STORES
CHICAGO

L.J. RUSHKIN
FRESIDENT

January 26, 1939

Dear Ir. Silver:-

I have given thought to the question of eabling to
either Dr. Katznelson or Ben-Gurion and decided that
it might be unwise. I shall therefore, even at the
risk of losing time, send a confidential letter to
Dr. Katznelson and to Ben-Gurion and suggest to the
one of them who reaches London first to send you a
memorandum on the subject of the Kefarsaba on which
we agreed Tuesday in Chicago.

I cannot refrein from again expressing to you the
tremendous inspiration that I have derived from your
addresses. I am sure you are often told this but up
to now, my chemist nature has never been moved by any
oratory even of the most famous. Yours is a God-given
Eiftl

Yours very sincerely

2
'I.--!.-""‘rﬂ__-

<7




MINUTES OF MEETING OF Z,0.A, EXECUTIVE, HELD ON

WEDIE ARY B, 4 T THE ASTOR

PRESENT: Dr, Solomon Goldman (in the Chair) and Messrs, Barnett R, Brickmer,
Chatles A. Cowen, 4, H, Friedland, Abraham Goldberg, Israel Goldstein, James
G, Heller, Harris J, levine, I, H, levinthal, Meyer levy, Tudwig Lewisohn,
Louis Lipeky, Morris Margulies, Irving Miller, Charles Ress, Louis P. Rocker,
Carl Sherman, William I, Siegel, Elim D, Stone; Mrs, Judith Epstein (repre-
genting Hadassah); Eleazar Lipsky (representing Masada): Dr. S. Bernstein,
by invitation.

Excuses for non-attendance were received from Messrs, David Berenstein,
Honry Ellenbogen, Harry M., Fisher, Abraham Goldstein, Edward L. Israel,
Julian W, Mack, A, H. Rosenberg, Morris Welnberg, Robert Szold and
Stephen S. Wise (abroad).

MEMORIAL -- JUDGE IEWIS:

The Chairman called upon Dr, levinthal who spoke in tribute to the mem-
ory of Judge William M. Lewis, member of the %2.0.A. Executive and Chairman
of the Administrative Committee of the Z,0.A., who passed away on Jamary 30th.
Dr. Levinthal epoke of Judge lewis' warm friendship, of his qualities of mind
and heart, Judge Lewis had many gifts, but the gift which made him so beloved
was the good heart he possessed. We have evidence of his good heart in Phila-
delphia, where he was one of the finest communal workers. There was no Jewish
cause that did not win the interest of his heart, He threw himself whole-
heartedly into the work of the Zionist movement, He was a true servant of
this cause. He was at the beck and call of the Zionist Organization. He went
to speak, he travelled, although he knew he was not a healthy man, He wanted
to serve in every possible way. His death is a distinct loss to the Zionist
Organization and to the whole Palestine movement, All of us bow our heads
with reverence to his memory, and everyone in the organization who lmew Judge
Lewis will say that he leavee us a cherished legacy -~ & name that will be
remembered and respected by every lover of Zlom.

SECRETARY'S FEPORT ON MEMBERSHIP:

Mr, Margulies reported that the Z.0.A. membership to date is about 39,500,
We have received payment for 20,151 members, representing about 8000 renewals
and 12,000 new members who have joined the organization since October 1, 1938,
the beginning of the Zioniet fiscal year, Last year, on the same date, we
had 9,706 renewals and $33,297 in membership income, This year the memberehip
income is $60,296.
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MR, RESS' EEPORT ON EEGIONS:

Mr. Ress stated that several methods of Regional set-up have been con-
sidered, and the conclusion was reached that State lines ghould be disre-
garded and that the method to be adopted should be to pick out key cities
and build Regions around those cities. It was felt that the minimum mender-
ship of a Region should be 2,000, tut that ought not to be final because
the potential merbership of the geographical unit must be considered.
Further West the problem becomes simpler, because the Jewish population
is not so large. 4s to the functions of tho Reglon, it was generally
felt that the Reglon ought to be given a great deal of autonomy, particu~
larly in connection with its educational and cultural activities, later,
as the funds become available, field men should be employed to work in
the several Regions. The Region should be asked to contribute a certain
amount towards the upkeop of tho fiold men, who should be employed and
controlled by the National Office.

Rabbi Heller believed that to arbitrarily establish Regione in various
parts of the country would be a very unwise method of procedure, and sugges-
ted that persons who have considerable knowledge of Regions already existing
throughout the country, be consulted as to geographical areas, and as to
the cities around which Regione are to be set up, He surgested also that
some arrangement be made in the finances of the organization by which it
will be possible to subsidize the Reglons.

Rabbi Bricimer declared that until the Finance Committee works out a
plan whereby we can subsidize Regions, the whole idea of the Regional ses-
up is just an 1illusion.

Rabbi Miller expressed the thought that if we think in terms of sub-
gidizing the Regions from the very beginning, we will destroy the initiative
on the part of the local poople in the Re sion, A Reglon should have potene
tially enough resources in roney and in man-power to be gself-supporting;
it must be able to produce a minimum of 5,000 members.

Mr., Cowen believed that if the best use is to be made of the limited
funds and the limited resources at our disposal, some provision rmst be
made so that our man-power and material may be used to equal advantage all
over the country.

Dr. Lewisohn agreed with Dr, Heller that the arbitrary re-Regloning
of the country will be felt very keenly. The sensibilities of the local
people are a very important factor in our work. Is we make it a criterion
that any territory that can produce 5,000 mecbers can apply for a Reglon,
we will murse along the sensibilities of the Regions and give them an
incentive,

The Chairman sugmested that Mr, Ress incorporate this discussion in
the written report he is to prepare for circulation among the members of
the Executive,
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CHAIRMAY OF ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE:

The Chairman stated that the Executive has to place in nomination
the Chairman of the Administrative Committee, and the Administrative
Committee will have to vote on the nominee proposed, or else place other
names in nomination. It was moved

THAT Judge louis E, Ievinthal be nominated
as Chairman of the 2.,0.A, Administrative
Committee.

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried.

DEPARTMENTAL IZAT ION:

The Chairman recommended the departmentalization of the national
office, and suggested as the first step that the Executive define the
work of the Secretary of the 2.0.A.

A brief discussion followed in which Mesers., Siegel, louils Lipsky,
Heller, Goldberg, Goldstein, Friedland, Ress, Cowen, Erickmer, ant
Margulies participated. Mr, Louis Lipsky moved

THAT we approve of the suggestion of the President
that he be given authority to reorganize the Execu~
tive work of the 2,0.A, office, and to make such
changes in functions as he may think wise under
the circumstances,

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried.

Affidavits for Veteran Zionists:

In connection with securing visas for veteran Zionists abroad, it
was reported that a Committee 1s being appointed to help in the matter.

Leiwick!s 50th Birthday:
The Executive took note of Mr. Lgiwick's 50th birthday celebration,

GENERAL ZIONIST FUNDS:

Mr, Lipsky called attention to certain important general Zionist
undertakings in Palestine for which there are no funds available. The
Z.0,A. has no money for Palestine purposes at all, unless it undertakes
to raise a fund, The othor alternative would be to apply to the U.P.A,
for an appropriation.

Following a discussion on the matter by Mgsers, Lipsky, Goldstein,
Heller, lovine, lLevinthal, Goldberg, and the Chairman, it was moved,
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seconded, and unanimously carried

THAT the 2.0.A, goes on record approving the appli-
cation that is being made to the Keren Hayesod and
the J . N.F. for an appropriation out of the income
of the U,P.A. for 1939 of not less than $75,000

to be utilized by the Z.0.A. for activities in
Palestine approved by this Exscutive,

THAT the represontatives of the Z.0.4, on the Joint
Committee of the Eeren Hayesod and J.N.F., which
has the authority to complete the agreement under
which the U,P A, is to operate in the year 1939

are instructed to soe to it that this propoeal is
carried through; and

THAT when the matter comes up before the Board of
the KEeren Hayesod and the Board of the J,.N.F., our
representatives on those Boarde be instructed to

gsee to it that it is carried through; and further-
nore,

THAT Mr, Louis Lipsky convey to the members of the
Executive in London the attitude of the Z,0.A,
Executive.

LONDON DISCUSSIONS:
The Chairman reported briefly on the delegation in London.

Protracted discussion arose as to what, if anything, should be dome
from this end, while the discussions are in progress.

It was the consensus of opinion that no pressure should be brought
to bear at this time, but that factual material be prepared on the Palestine
gsituation, for distrubution among press and radio commentators, etc. It was
also suggested that a Cormittee meet with representatives of the Foreign
Policy Association in connection with the matter of speakers on the subject
of Palestine; and that a statement on the Arab- Jewish situation be prepated
by someone best qualified to 4o this work,

WASHINGTON BUREAU:

The Chairman reported that representatives of the Zionist Opganization
of America, Hadassah, Poale Zion and Mizrachi met and agreed that a Committee
representing the four bodies constitute the National Political Committee to
establish an office in Washington with a permanent Director. It was estimated
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that a budget of fron $11,000 to $15,000 would be réquired, Isadore Breslau,
a rosident of .ashington, D,C., will become the Director of the Bureau and
will devote all of his time to the work, It is hoped that the four groups
will apportion tho expenses of the Bureau.

Mre . Epstein called attention to the fact that Hadassah has been giving
$7,500 to the 2.0 A, for many years,,.for political and propaganda purposes;
there was no ﬂanhln&fnn Burean and there was no specific office fdor political
work. This $7,500 is Hadassah's allocation for the Washington 3ureau, in-
astuch as it is for political purposes,

It was pointed out that during the years that Hadassah had boen paying
$7,500 to the Z,0.A, the Washington Bureau was not under consideration, and
that the political work which we did achieve during that time was covered
by the $7,500. The Washington Bureau, therefore, is an extra undertaking,

Mr. Lipsky made the following rotion:

THAT it be stated very clearly that it 1s the intentlion
of the Zionist Organigation of Aperica to establish a
Political Bureau in Wasihington, in cooperation with all
recognized Zionist organizations in the United States,
with the understanding that the parties contribute in

proportion to their strength to the upkeep of that
Bureau; and

ghould it develop that the parties will not contribute
to the financial support of the Washington Bureau, the
Zionist Organization of America will establish the
Burcau under its own auspices,

Mr. Lipsky's notion was seconiel and unanimously carried,

EDUCATION AND PROPAGANDA DEPARTMENT ¢

The Chairman stated that the Z,0,A. is at present in no way equipped for
propaganda work. It is the only one of the three organizations at 111 Fifth
Avenue that has no public relatione man, The Districts throushout the
country are complaining that they have no material, no Palestine pictures,
etc. It was only in the emergency that we reached the press, the radilo
commentators, etc. He suggested one of the following two alternatives:

(1) That some form of coordination be estadlished with the U.P A. and J.N.F.,
and perhaps some of the partiocs, for the purpose of creating a propaganda
departnent, just as we hope to create a political department that would serve
all of the groups; (2) if we have not the optimis: to believe that such
coordination is obtainable, that the Z,0,A, lsunch a cazpaign for $200,000

to establish its propaganda and education department, The Chairman pointed
out that the American Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith, and the American
Jewish Congress are going out to cripaign for much larger funds, There is

no reason, he felt, why the 2,0,A., cannot do the same thing, 7ith the present
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sht {nmung throughout the country, he believed that porhaps $150,000 to
$250,000 could be gotten, A youns man, here, from Palestine, is able to
supply ue with some very fine pictures of Palestinc; delegations from
abroad have expressed & wish to come here for propacanda purposes —- but
to all of these we have to say 'nmo! because we have not the funds,

Mr, Siepel pointed out that the Z,0.A. is now spending $10,000 a year
for material that serves neither the Z.0.A. as an orpanization nor the
Zionist movement in America, He urged that something be done not only tp
improve, but to radically change the quality and nature of the material
that the Education Department is putting out.

The Chairman stated that the Bducation Department and the material 1t
pute out can be radically changed and improved if we allow $25,000 to $30,000
a yoar for its work, A report of the Education Department and its work will
be considored at the next neeting of the Executivo.

In line with Dr. Goldman's proposal regarding coordination, Mr, Lipsky
called attention to the opportunity now existing in the U.P,A. through the
fact that the U.P.A. is absorbed in a U.J.A, campaisn, to separate the pro-
paganda of the U,P.A, fronm the fund-collecting of the U.FP.l. Wo could then
have a combination bureau of the J.W.F., and K.H. specifically for the pur-
poses of propaganda. Thus we will be in a position practically to establish
a joint committee in which the Zionist Opganization is the directing influence,
and all the propaganda to which the Chairman refers - literature, radio, otc.-
can be carried through in this propaganda bureau, It will be a propaganda
tureau which the 2,0,4. can cormand. If we can get the proper person, We can
establish through hinm a public relations department which would be in the
nature of public propesandia and non-Jewish propasanda, and we would have a
general propaganda bureau which would engago in making available to anybody
who may be interested material on the essential functlons of the Z.0.,A,

Mr, Lipsky sugcested that, without in any way touching on the broader
aspects of the question, we approve the idea of a joint propaganda bureau
of the J.N.F, and the K,H,, approve the idea of establishing a public rela-
tions department, and then leave the other matters to some other conmittee,
If we undertake to go out to raise $150,000 or $200,000 we will irmmediately
raise a very serious objection in the U.P.A, which will be reflocted in the
U ehey and it will become impossidle for the Z.0,A. actually to doninate
the situation. Furthermore, a public declaration of a large carpalizn of
$150,000 to $200,000 would encounter rmch opposition by our own leading
Zionists upon whose good will we must depend.

In supporting Mr. Lipsky's proposal, Drs Goldsteln sald that we, as
Zionists, ousht to welcome any program which would bring the Keren Hayesod
into its proper place in the consclousness of American Jews; and that can
be done best th-ouzh a coordination program with the J.N.F.

m'bh’. Bricknﬂr fﬂlt that the ﬂppﬂal Q‘f t-hﬁ J.H.T. md thﬁ EIE. 1! a
philanthropic appeal, whereas the purpose of the 2,0,A. is to mako ideol-
ogical Zioniste, The 2.0 A, must have a propaganda department, but it must
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bve ideolosical and mmst be, in a sense, goparate from fund-raising,

Mr, Rocker characterized Mr, Lipsky's proposal as a scheme, more OT
less, for taking more money from the U.P.A, without saying that 1t is a
subvention from' the U.P.As I¢ the U.P.A, had made their diroct subven-
tion to the 2,0 A, adequate to the noeds of the 2.0.A., the work would
reflect very much more in the coffers and on the work of both organiza-
tions, The duee of the 2,0,A. do not permit the z,0,4, to 1live, and we
mast supplement our income in some way. One way would be to have the
U.P.d, give us a larger subvention, Mr, Rocker felt that Mr, Lipsky's
proposal would in effect take out of the 2,0.,A. & very necessary function

of the Z,0 A,, and put it in a body over which the Z.0.A. would have very
1ittle direct control.

The Chairman agreed, theoretically, with Mr, Lipsky and Dr, Goldstein,
but practically, he believed, the Z.0.,A. *ill not have a propaganda depart-
ment, Furthermore, the creation of such a department jointly by the K.H.
and J.N.F. will lead in the direction of further destruction of the Zionist
Organization of Anmerica.

The discussion continued along this trend at considerable lensth, with
practically every member of the Exocutive participating -- some favorably
disposed toward Mr, Lipsky's proposition and others opposing it.

No official action was taken, It is understood that the Coordination
Committee of which Rabbi Heller is Chairman, will meet in the near future,

deeting adjourned at midnight,

Respectfully submitted,

MORRIS MARGULIES,

Secretary.




February 20,

Mr, L. J. Ruskin, President
Ford Hopkins Co. Drug Stores
Chicago, Ill,

Uy dear Mr. Rusking

I have received word from Dr.
Katznelson, who 1s in London, with refesrence
to Kefar Saba indicating that they approve
of the project. I won'ler whut further steps you
have taken in the matter.

With all good wishes, T remein

Very cordially yours,

AHSEBK




MINUTES OF MBETING OF Z.0.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON

LSDAY, " , Al TBEE HOTEL ASTOR
¥

WET YOWK CITY.

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), lessrs. Barnett R. Brickner,
Charles A« Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, A. H. Friedland, Israel
Goldstein, Bdward L. Israel, Harris J. Levine, Israel H. Levin-
thal, Morris Margulios, Irving liiller, Charles Hess, Louis F.
Rocker, Simon Shotzer, Elihu D. Stone; Lawrence Cohen (repre=-
senting Avukah), Eleazor Lipsky (ropresenting laseda); by
invitation: Samucl Caplan, Jacob S. Golub, lieyer W. Yeisgale

Excusos for Non-Attondance wore reccived from Messrse. David Borenstein,
Jamos G. Holler, Ludwig Lewisohn, A.H. Rosenberg, Morris
Woinborg; and Louis Lipsky, Robert Szold, Dr. Stophen S. Wisc
(abroad).

TRIBUTE TO DR. LOSES GASTER:

Docided to cable a resolution of condolonce to tho family of
the late Dr. lioses Gaster in London; and that a statement appear in The
Now Palostino and othor publications on behalf of tho Z.0.A. in tribute
to tho momory of Dr. lioscs Gastor.

PROF. ALBERT EINSTEIN'S 60TH BIRTHDAY:

Docided to dedicato an issuc of The New Palostine, Dos Yiddisho
Folk and Hadoar to Prof. Albort Einstoin, om the occasion of his 60th birth-
day; and that a resolution be proscented to Prof« Einstecin on bohalf of the
Zionist Organization of Amorica.

TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF OUT-OF-TOWN IMEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE:

The Chairman roported that the $1500 voted toward tho travel=-
ling oxponsos of out-of-tovm mombers of tho Exccutive had boen oxhaustod
and that an oxtra allowance would be nocded if tho oxpenscs for the April
and May mootings arc to be covored.

Mr. Cowon movod

THAT an additional $500 bo voted towards the
travelling oxponsos of out-of=town mombors of
the Exoccutivo.

Tho motion was unanimously carricd.

42ND ANNUAL OO NVENT ION:

Tho question of tho place and program of the next Convention
was considoreds It was tho consonsus of opinion that New York City romain
tho Convention City; that tho progrom of tho Convontion bo on a higher in-
teclloctual planc then in provious yoars; that solocted individuals bo askod
to bogin writing scrios of articles for Tho Now Palestince on issuos beforo
tho Convention; and that & Comvention Committoc bo appointed in April to
study the Zionist scono and proparc rosolutions to be submitted to the Cone
vontions A Committoc is also to study tho mattor of naming proxy delegatos
to tho Convontion.
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REORGAN I ZAT ION AND DEPARTMENTALIZAT ION OF Z.0.ie 3

The Chairman submittod a Momorandum on tho Reorganization and
Dopartmontalization of the Z.0.4., propared in cooperation with the Come
mittoo on Roorganization of which Rabbi Jamos Ge Hollor is Chaimaan. The
Momorandum divided the wark of the Organization into threo major depart=-
ments: I. Administrative; II. Cultural; and IIIs Public Rolations. It
indicatod that tho difficultios confronting the Z.0.A., at 111 Fifth
Avenuo are due primarily to (1) tho hoadquartors themsclves which arc &
physical obstacle (2) the lack of depar tmontalizat ion and thorefore ovor-
lapping, and (3) tho lack of a staff to hoad the various dopertmonts.

After a thorough analysis of tho Momorandum by the Prosidont it
was moved
1, THAT the Memorandum on the Reoorganization and
Dopprtmentalization of the Z.0.A. be adopted
in principle;

THAT the suggestod budget bo made elastic and
tho proposals sot forth in the lomorandum bo
implemonted as the funds como ing

THAT the Presidont be empoverod to name such
Committeces as may be nocessary in conneetion
with the carrying out of tho licmorandum, as
the program dewolops;

THAT, as a first step, an attompt be mndo, in
consultation with the sewvornl youth bodics, and
in conaultation with the Finance Committee, to
implement & coordinated youth department and
engage a Dircector for the dopartmont.

THAT tho Finance Committeo and the Officc Committoe
study tho guestion of moving the National Offices
of the Z. 0.A. as quickly as possible.

NEW PAIESTINE:

At the roquest of the President, lir. Samuel Caplan, Editor of The
New Palostino, submittod proposals for transforming the prosent publication
into a wodkly magazines As a weckly it would bo of 24 pages (sulf-cuvc?
of good quality paper, capable of talkking half-tones, sizo 8 3/4" X 11 3/4".
Tho cost would be approximtely $41,000 a yoar for forty issws, or about
$23,200 boyond tho cost of publication in the prosont formats

A discussion followed in which all participatod. It was folt that tho
additional cost of $23,200 was prohibitivo ot this timo. In ordor to help
mect tho oxpenso, it was suggested that Hadassah be asked to join in tho
publication of tho new weokly. Dr. Harris J. Levino, as Nasi of the Order
Sons of 2ion, thought that the Ordor night even agree to suspend publication
of thoir papor and have thoir mombors subscribe to the proposcd now weokly
magazinos
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The conscnsus of opinion was in favor of changing The Now Palestino
from s prosont farmat, to that doscribed by Mre. Caplan, and that, as a
last reosort, the mgazine be published as a monthly.

POLITICAL SITUATION s

Tho Chairmon roported bricfly on (1) the situation in London, (2) the
attitude that we took vis-a=vis London, and (3) vhat is our procodurc to
be for tho futuroc,

With rogard to tho discussions in London, the British Govornmont pro-
posod a rostriction of immigration and a pormanont minority status for the
Jows == in short, a ropudistion of tho Balfour Doclaration and the Mandate.
Immodiately our pcople protosted very vigorously and our deologatos, par-
ticularly Dr, Wisc, wantoed to leave. From this ond thoy wero persuaded to
romain and not break of f the discussions. But at no time in tho subsoquent
discussions, vhich wore all informal -- because our poople since thon refuscd
to go into formal discussion == did our delegatecs rogain confidonece in
MocDonald, or Halifax, or Chamberlaine The British did not bolicve that thoy
would moot with this unanimous Jowish opposition and thoy wure no doubt ime
presscd by this unanimity.

As to the policy prusued here, tho situation was followed wory closely
by the heads of various Zicnist bodiess Theso leaders shaped the policey,
which was ono o reosistance and firmness to the onde Thoy maintained that we
must not mako countoreproposals that will draw us into nogotiations and will
gein us nothings It appoars that subscoguontly, some¢ mombors of tho Exccutive
wero roady to make proposals and to continue nogotiantions with the British.
Ono of tho cablcs wo sent to Mr. BonGurion read: "Do not run away and do not
spoak softly. Thorc is in the United States o docp sympathy for our position
and for tho Homecland.," Subsequontly, there came a cablc from Mr. Lipsky,
saying "We stand firm. Rumors to tho contrary notwithstanding." Sinecc thon
& cable has como infarming uw that the Exccutive proposed writing an official
lottor vdthdrawing from the Conforonce, ond thoy wore waiting for an answor
from use Vithin an hour anothor cable camc saying that the lotter was writton
and tho proposals mades Iire Lipsky and Mr. Szold then tolephoned to Dr.
Goldman to find out whother thoy should remain in London for another wock or
ten dayse Our lecadors horc folt that the amcrican delogation should r emain
in London and not attond the Conforcncese Drs Wiso had alroady sailed. Mr.
Lipsky and Mr. Szold werc reachod on the tolophone as they wore abeut to sail,.
Thoy said they could not romain in London and not attond the Conforonco; that
they would eithor stay in London and attond the Confercnce, or thoy would
comc¢ home. 4And so thoy returned.

At the bogimning, Dr. Gecldmn continued, we did not do much boczuse the
W%gﬁﬁﬁ@yﬂ "Ploasc restrain action"s Novertheless, wo did a fow things,
o ayor, and wo informed Mr. Chamborlain that this was being donce A
cablo was alsc sont to Chamborlain over the signaturcs of Zionist leadors and
heads of Zionist bodiocss Thoro wore alsc porscnal cables to Chamberlaing and
our loaders took many other important stops. A cablo then came dirocting us
to begin gotting some nows over to London, some oditorials, ote., and wo at
onco organizod this work. It was undorstood that wo wore not to do it with
the some intonsity with which it was dono in QOctober and Novomber, beocausec
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it eppoars that we aro going to bo in o oritical situation for a longor period
of time and theroforo the pressurc will have to bo applicd more subtly. Tho
responso thus far has boonvery favorablo; and we have had a numbor of romark-
ably finc oditericls in many of the nowspapors of the country, and thousands
of signaturcs have alroady gonc to Londone Judge Ellenbogen of Pittsburgh =--
to cite ono instanco -- mamagoed to got 240 organizations to agroc to tho
signing of a cable and thoy had about 1,265 namos cabled overe Therc werc
many othors. 4 statomont appoarod in the pross signed by sevontoon Sonators.
Thore wore cableos scnt by many people in Viashington directly to London. The
non-Zionist loadors toc sent cablus tc Chamborlain. Tho Zionist Districts and
all of our friends throughout tho country have beon holpful in applying pressurc,

A brief discussion followed Dr. Goldmn's roport and numerous suggos-
tions werc made for further action to bo takone

WASEINGTON BURE.LU:

Tho Chairmen thenroported on the work of the Amorican Zionist Burcau
in Vashington which, he said, was functioning very wells It was instrunontal
in socuring the press statoment from the scventeon Senators. Anong other
things, o group of twony young men is being organized in Washington to do
cortain work; Christian frionds of Palestine ere boing organized; scveral Sona-
tors have expressed their willingness to act as a sort of unofficial comnitteo;
an effort is nlso being made to urganize the Jowish Congrossmone Contacts are
being mado slowlye 4Also, rescarch work is boing dono on old Christian pro=
posals for o Jowish Stato in Pnlostine, as far back as the 18th Contury. A
Bullotin is % be issucd for tho Senators and Congrossmon and for several thou-
sand Christians throughout tho country.

JEWI 3 NATIONAL FUND PURCHASE == LOAN :

Drs Isracl Goldstcin roported on the purchase of a large tract of
land in Upper Galilocu, of about 98,000 dunams, by the Koren Kayomoth Lo!
Isracl, This purchasc would involvo an cxponditurc of approximatoly two and
onc-half million dollarss Tho Jowish National Fund of Amorica has theroforo
undortaken ¢ o raise a loan of onc million dollars, on tho following basis; The
loan is to run for a poriod of fiwo yoars, to bo ammortizod at tho ratc of 20%
every yocar, tho intorest rote to bo 4%, tho payment of the interost and prin-
cipal tu bo guarantoed by tho income of tho Jowish National Fund of aAnmoriea,
Incs In ordor not to conflict with tho Uniteod Jewish «ippeal , an offort will
bo made to raise this loan quictly and without any publicity, and among people
in the various communities who will respond quickly. Debonturcs or notes will
be issuod to the subscribers as soon as the Coimittec in chargo completes tho
necessary dotails in conncction with this loan. Dr. Goldsteoin roported that
gratify ing progross had thus far bocn mado in socuring subseribors to the loam.

PAIESTINE PAVILION:

Mre Wicisgal callod attontion to the urgont nced for an additional
$75,000 in order to complote the Palestinc Pavilion in timo for tho oponing
of tho New York World's Fair on dpril 30, 1939.

Docided to send a tologram over the signatures of Dr. Wiso, Dr.
Goldstein and Dr. Goldman, ealling an cmergency meoting of tho loaders of the
UsPeAs, JoMeFo, Koren Hayesod, 2.0.A., Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, for -
tho purpose of considering whe thor tho Palestine Pavilion projoct bo abandonod,
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or whothor the necessary f wds can be sccured for its complotion in timc for
tho cponing of the World's Fair.

EDUCAT ION DEPARTMENT REFPORT:

It was docided, in viow of the lateness of the how ancd the abscnce of
some of tho critics of the prescont Educati on Department, to postpone tho re~-
port and discussion on this Departmont until a subsoquent mecting of tho
Excoutivo.

RESOLUTION &F GRATITUDE TO ANSHE EMET:

The following resolution was moved by Rabbi Bricknmer, seconded, and
unanimously carricd:

THAT the Exccutive of the Z.0.A. focls that tho Congrogation
of which Dr. Solomon Goldman is tho Rabbi has donc o magni-
ficont thing and rondered a great service to Jowry by releass
ing him for a consicerablo time in ordor to cnable him to
give his complete time to tho work of the Zionist Organiza-
tion and tho Zionist movemont; that an appropriate resclution
of ow opprociation boe sont to the Board of tho Congrogation
Anshe Emet for their gomercus and unigue acte.

Rabbi Isracl Goldstoin, Rabbi Irving Miller and Dr. 4, Il. Fricdland
worc namcd & Committce to draft the Resolution.

SECRET/RY 'S REPORT:

The Scerotary reported that a lotteris going to the Districts over
Dr. Goldman's sirnaturc informing thom that thec wooks of larch 15 to dpril
23 arce to bo dovotod to an intensification of Memborship worke On dpril 23,
which has been designatod "Initiation Doy ", mecotings will bo held in tho
var ious communitios to initiate tho now mombors emrolled. Since October 1,
1938, 12,747 now members have boon enrollod in tho organization, making the
mombership as of t his day 41,746. As of Fobruary 6,1939, §$78,988 in membor-
ship ducs was recoived, as against 944,044 rccoived last yoar for the samo
periods

Mooting adjourned at 11:30 P.l.
Rospectfully submitted,

LORRIS MARGULIES
Socrotary
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OF MEETING OF 2.0.A, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, HELD
SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 1939, 10:50 A.M., AT TEE HOTEL
ASTOR, BROAUWAY & 44th STRZET, NEW YORK CITY.

PRESENT: Messrs. Samuel Berman, Herman W. Bernstein, Samel Berson, S. W.
Boorstein, Samuel J. Borowsky, A. D. Braham, Israel S. Chipkin, Abraham H.
Cohen, Sol Cohen, Charles A. Cowen, Abraham Dubin, Harry P. Fierst, Jacob
Fishman, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Abraham Goodman, Harry Grayer, Morris
Greenberg, Isidore A. Hassin, Jacob Ish-Kighor, A. K. Isreeli, Samel Juden-
freund, Samuel Kanarvogel K Abraham Krumbein, Meyer Levy, Louis Lipsky, Boris
Margolin, S. Margoshes, Morris Margulies, Morris Miller, Earry J. Moskowitz,
Sarmel J. Perry, Harry Projector, Charles Ress, Meaghem Ribalow, Bernard G.
Richards, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Samuel J. Rothstein, Moses Rabinson,
Jochanon I. Rudavsky, Jacob I. Schaffer, Albert D. Schanzer, Joseph J.
Schickler, Samuel Schleimer, William I. Siegel, Jacob Sincoff, Abe Sindell,
Abraham Spicehandler, Joshua Sprayragen, Nathan Sweedler, Robert Szold,
Sigmnd Thew, Ben-Dov Waldman, Morris Weinberg, Meyer W. Weisgal, Jospeh
Weiss, leo Wileon, Dr. Stepnen S. Wise, Leo Wolfson; Dr. Abraham Ball,

Dr. Ilie Berger, Isadore Breslam, Dr. Trances Burnce, Jacob Cohen, Morris
Drob, B. Bisenstein, A. K. Epstein, Benjamin F. Evarts, David Frankel, Daniel
Frisch, Jacob Ginsburg, Dr. Solomon Goldman, Abram Granowitz, Charles Green-
berg, Joseph Halbert, Isidore Hershfield, Jacodb B. Hoffman, Joseph Kraemer,
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Morris Mallove, Max Nigrosh, Harry A. Pine,

M. Robbine, Leon H. Rose, Henry Rosenbaum, Charles Rosengarten, Benjamin
Schultz, Judge Jacob Schwolsky, Saul S. Spiro, Harry Z. Zwelling.

Excuses for Non-Attendance were received from Messrs. Abraham Goldbereg,
Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Eleazer Lipsky, Judge Julian W. Mack, Leon Savage,
I. A. Abrohams, Benjamin Arenstein, Ralph Bass, Charles M. Bender, David
Berenstein, Morton M. Berman, Maurice J. Bloom, Barnett R. Brickmer, Jesse
B. Calmenson, Lawrcnce W. Crohn, Azriel L. Eisenberg, Judge Henry Ellenbogen,
Harry H. Frankel, Paul Gaiser, Henry R. Goldberger, Sol Goldman, Robert M.
Hess, Zdward L. Israel, Sidney Jaffe, William M. Katz, Gustave Klausner,

Max I. Kohrman, Samel Kranzberg, I. Aycher Levin, Moses W. lLevinson-Lovi,

M. B. Lichtenstein, Eldar Morkson, Charles Mishkin, David Polish, Benjamin
Rabalsky, Jacob Rabinowitz, Joseph Reder, Aaron Riche, Sam Shankman, Simon
ghetzer, Albert M. Shulman, Alexander ¥. Wolf,

The meeting was called to order at 10:45 M M., with Dr. Solomon

SECRETARY'S REPORT:
The Chairman called upon Mr, Margulies who submitted the following
report :

Yot withstanding the very grave events for the Zionist movement
that have tranepired since the last meeting of the Administrative Committee,
which have exerted a great strain on the Organization, the Executive has
met regularly in accordance with the echedule dramm up at the beginning of
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the current fiscal year. Since the last session of the Administrative
Committee, the Executive held four meetings.

The first of these took place on December 21, at which Mr. Lipsky
reported on the political situation. He referred to the movement launched
in London and Palestine to urge the World Exccutive not to participate in
the London Conference, as a result of the refusal by the British Government
to permit the entrance of 10,000 refugee children into Palestine.

The Secretary reported that as of December, the income for member-
ship dues amounted to $35,000, as against $17,000. on the corresponding date
the previous year. He further revorted three new Regions were in the pro-
cess of formation — the Southern Region, embracing Alabama, Georgia and
Tennessee, the Minnesota-Iewa Region, and the Upper Ohio-Michigan Rogion.

He also stated that the Goldman Administrative Fund had thus far received
$16,843 in pledges, of which $9,561 had already been collected. Practi -
cally all of this money had come from New York.

Rabbi Jemos G. Heller, as Chairman of the Reorgenization Cormittee,
stated that his Committee had arrived at the following conclusions:

1) To set up a joint body embracing the 2.0.A., the U.,P.A., and the J.N.F.
to avoid overlapping and duplication of effort, particularly in the field
of propaganda throughout the country.

2) To first introduce the innovation suggosted above as an experiment in one
of the Regions where the above-named three orgenizations will work jointly
with regard to fund-raising, propaganda, organization, otc.

3) To prevail upon the U.P.A., and J.N.F. to take over the Palestine De-
partment.

4) To renove the Z.0.A. National Office to Washington, D. C. (since then
the American Zionist Bureau has boen establisnhed in Washington, with Rabbi
Tsadore Breslau as Director.)

5) To establish a Greater New Yorlk Zionist Region at the earliest possible
moment.

6) To initiate a study of the personnel of the Zionist Office.

7) To send to London an American emissary who shall represent the American
point of view and convey information to the Z.0.A. on events in London.

8) To intensify Zionist effort throughout the country by the Organization
of Regions and the decentralization of Zionist works

The Reorganization Cormittee proposed that for the present these
suggestions be referred to three cormitteecs.

A.resultion of mourning was passed on the doath of William B. Leaf
of Philadelphla, a life-long Zionist who had rendered irmportant gervice to
the movement.

- e e e e s .
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The noxt meeting toolk place on Jamuary 11, at which a detailed dis-
cassion arose on the need for the development of a centralized systen of
Regions, with appropriate machinery to build up a large membership. Mr.
Ress was asked by the President to assume, in cooperation with the Secretary
the task of dividing the country into Regions, it being understood that for
e Region to function effectively it would have to have the use of at least
one paid field worlker.

The Secretary reported that during the period under review, that 1is,
gince the bezinning of the current Zionist fiscal year, the National Office
had arranged for 156 meetings in 101 Districts, located in 22 States. These
maetings had been addressed by over 30 speakers supplied by the National
0ffice. The Secretary made the point that this did not represent a report
of all the meetings held by all of the Districts within this period. These
were meetinge which were either initiated by the National Office, or for
which the National 0ffice had supplied speakers.

He further reported that thus far some $40,000 had been received in
membership dues, and that the membersghip numbered approximately 37,000. The
membership income f6r the past seven months amounted to $101,764, and that
for this period there had beecn a surplus of income over cxpense of $7,318.

Mr. Rocker, aes Chairman of the Finance Cormittce, submitted a detpiled
report on the finances of the Qrganization, indicating that the expenses for
the past seven months, pro-rated according to the various departments, had
exceeded the proposed budget by $10,727.

Attention was called to the presence in this country of Sir Ronald
Storrs and the nature of the speeches he was delivering., A cormittee was
named to confer with him regarding the reaction that his speeches called
forth among his American amdiences.

Dr. Wise, Mr. Lipsky and Dr. Goldman were named as a cormittee with
full power to select the delegation that was to represent the Z2.0.A. at the
London Conferences.

A lengthy discussion ensuod concerning the advisablity of the con-
timuance of Dos Yiddishe Folk, It was felt by rost of those present that
the paper does not adequately serve the needs of the Organization, and that
the money utilized for publishing the paper could be spent much more bene-
ficially for the printing of pamphlets in Yiddish and the issuance of a
Year Book in Yiddish. It was therefore decided to give earnest consideration
to the advieability of suspending for a period of time the publication &f
Dos Yiddishe Folk.

It was also decided that a committee be named to study the possibility
of changing the present format of The New Palestine, as well as instituting
certain reforms in the paper that will make The New Palestine more attrac-
tive in appearance.

An Editorial Committee was named by the President to read and pass
upon oll material made available and prepared for publieation by the Depart-
ment of Education.




A. C. Minutes --3/19/39 -- ~4-

The Executive also discussed the need for enlarging the Palestine
Bureau, ao as to have that Burcau include among ite activities the promotion
of Tozereth Ha-aretz, land investments, tourism, and the establishment of a
Palestine Chamber of Commerce. It was decided that an effort be made to securo
the cooperation of Hadassah, the Poale Zion, Mizrachi, as well as the Keran
Hayesod and J,N.F., in supplying the funds for the maintenace of such an en-
larged PBureau.

This meeting of the Exccutive had the benefit of the presoncc of Mr,
David Ben Gurion, who addrossed the meoting with rogard to his mission to
this country. Mr. Ben Gurion tock accasion at the close of hia address to
point out that the weoakness of the Zionist movemont in America is primarily due
to two things: first, disunity among organized EZionksts in America, and
secondly, the fact that we have divorced the Zionist Organization from the
important and practical task of fund-raising,

- e s s s e e

The third meooting was held on February 8, At the opening of the meet-
ing Dr. Goldman reportod the sad nows that thce Zionist movement in Amewica
had suffered a grent loss in the passing of the Chairman of the Administrative
Committee, Fudge William M. Lewis, Rabbi I. K. Levinthnl, as a former Phila~-
delphian, spoke in tribute to Judge Lewis, A resolution of sympathy with
the bereaved family was adopted.

Mr. Ress reported that several methods of Regional sot-up had bem
considered, and that the conclusion was reached that State linecs should be
' disregarded, and that instoad, certain dofinite key citios be selected, around
which Regions might be built ups Howevor, this being only a tentative rgort,
Dr. Goldman asked Mr. Ress to give further consideration to tho problem and
at an carly date to submit a writton roport,

The Presidont asked the Exccutive to give him authority to work ait
a Memorandur: providing for the departmentalization of the National Office.
The authority was votod,

Mr. Lipsky called the attontion of the Executive to the fact that vari-
ous important General Zionist undortakings in Palestine were suffering because
of lack of funds, Thoe Executive thereupon approved tho application to the
Keren Haycwod and the Jewish National Fund for an appropriation out of the in-
come of the U,P,A. of 1939 of not less than $75,000, to bo utilized by the
ZeOsA, for activities in Palestine which were to be approved by the Executivo
and this approval forwarded to Palestine.

The last meceting of the Executive was held on March 8, at which D=,
Goldman suggested that the March 17 issuc of Tho New Palestine, Dos Yiddishe
Folk, and Hadoar be dodicated to Profeossor Albert Einstein on the occasim
of his 60th birthday. The Executive also voted that a propor rosolution be
drawn up to be presented to Professor Einstein on bchalf of the Z,0,A., and
that this resolution be given publicity in our newspapers, as woll as in the
general press,
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By resolution it was decided that a cable ef condolonce be sent
to the family of the lato Dr. Mosos Gastor.

Tho matter of our next Annual Convention was considored, A number
of the members felt that it would be in the best interost of an orderly
and business-likec Convontion that tho sessions be hold elsevhore than New
York City. FHowover, it was nointed out the resolution adopted at the
Detroit Convention, precluded the holding of the noxt Convention outside
of New York City.

The Prosident was cmpowered to name a Convention Cormittec to malke
a study of the Zionist scene and propare appropriate resclution to be sub-
mitted to the Conventlon.

In pursuance of the resolution adopted at the provious mecting of the
fxocutive, the Prosidont submitted a comprchonsive Memorandum on how tho
dopartmentalization of the Z.0.A. may bo effected., Dr, Goldman sugeosted
17 departments, to be divided under 3 major suporvising units: I, Adnini-
strativo: II, Cultural; III. Public Rolations, The implomentation of
Dr. Goldman's planned program will require a budget of from $225,000 to
$240,000,

The discussion which ensued brought out the fact that thorc were
ample sources of income to cover this budget. Practically everyone who
took the floor in the discussion was not only in agrecment with the pro-
posals madc by Dr. Goldman, but exprossed hoarty approvel., The ¥omorandum
ns submitted by Dr. Goldman was adopted in principle. Tho Exanuﬁive deocided
that in the bost intorest of carrying out the nroposals mado by “Tr. Goldman,
the budgot be madc elastic, and that the proposals mado be implementod as
funds arc made available, Dr. Goldman was ompowored to name all nocossary
cormittoos in connecction with giving offoct to the plan proposed. 4s a
first step it was decided that in consultation with the soveral ycuth groups
and tho Finance Committoe, a Youth Departmont bo cetablished with a Director
in charge.

It was also decided that thc Finance Cormittoe and the Officc Com-
~ittee be dirocted to look into the question of finding new and adequate
promises to which tho National Offices arc to be moved,

Wity regard to changing the format of Thoe Now Pnlestine as suggested
at a previous meeting of the Exccutive, a sample copy was submitted by Kr,
Sarmol Caplan, consisting of 24 pages on glossy papor, aizc B8 3/4 x 11 3/4
inchos. This change, however, would involve an additional cost of 323,000,
The consensus of opinion of the Committoe was that this cost madc such
change prohibitive. The Committee in charge was asked to give the matter
further study,.

Tho Pro sidont acquainted the Exccutive with tho latest information
he had received from London, in connection with the London Conference, and
vith the action tazen by us upon advices roceived from London, For the time
boing, the work here was primarily confined to the securing of aablegrams
to bo dispatched to London., Some such 3,000 cablograms havo boen sont,
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Dr. Goldstein informed the Committoe of thc purchasc by the Jowish
National Fund of a large tract of land in Upper Galileo, This purchase would
involve an expenditure of approximately two and onc-half million dollars, An
action has been started in this country to sccurc a million dollars in the
form of a loan, which loan is to be liquidated during the period of fivo years
and is to bear interest at the rate of 4$, the interost and principal to be
guaranteed by the incomo of the Jowish National Fund of America. Dr, Goldstein
stated that the oxact form of the loan has not as yet bocnworked out, Whether
it will be in the form of debentures or notes, will be decidod upon in the
courso of the noxt fow days. Dr. Goldstein further reported that alroady
gratifying progress has boen made in socuring subscribers to the loan, At a
moeting held on tho preocoding day convened by Dr. Goldman and Dr. Goldstein,
the sum of over $200,000 had been subscribed.

On a motion mado by Rabbi Barnctt R, Bridcner, the Exccutive unanimous-—
ly voted to express its focpielt approciation and zrotitude to the Congrega-
tion Anshe Emet of Chicago in granting a leave of absence to Dr, Solomon
Goldman, our President, in ordor to make it possible for him to devote himsclf
entirely and exclusively to his Zionist duties. It was pointed out that the
action of the Board of the Congregation Ansho Emet was unique in the annals
of American Congregntional life,

The Secretary stated that the Z,0,A. membership now numbered 41,743
and that the income from membership dues amounted to $78,988, as azeinst
$44,044 for the same period last yoar,

Mr. Meyer W. Woisgal, on bchalf of the Palestine Pavilion, stated
that unless §75,000 was made immediately available, the Palestine Pavilion
will not open as schedulod on April 30, when the Now York World's Fnir opons,
As a mattor of fact, unloss moans were found for providing the sum nocessary
the whole project may havo to be abandonod. In view of the urgency of the
situation, it was decidcd that, over the signaturos of Dr, Wisc, Dr. Goldstein,
and Dr. Goldman an omorgency mecting be irmediatcly convened of the leaders
of the Z.0.A., Hadassah, Mizrachi, Poale Zion, and Keron Hayesod and Keren
Kayaemeth,

Finally, I submit hereowith tho following summary in connection with
the membership as of March 15: The Z.0.,As, Oxclusive of its affiliatcs, had
as of that day a memberddp onrollmont of 42,666, This includes 13,667 new
rmembors, The membership income we havo roceived as of the same day amounted
to $82,983, as against § 49,343 last year as of the seme day. In fact, last
year's income was only $48,043, for the larger figure includes $1301 recoived
from the Order Sons of Zion, which thus far this yoar has not made any remittanco.

Respectfully submitted,

MORRIS MARGULIES
Secretary

The Secrotary supplemented his written report,, stating that March
15th to April 23rd had boen designated as Morbership Month., He doubted wiethor
very ruch could be done for Z,0.A., membership after April 23, first, beenuseo
by that time tho United Jords: Appcoal will have boon launched throughout the
country and Zionists will becalled upon to render overy possible service to
the Campaign; and secondly, this being a Congress yecar, Zionists will have to
cooperate in the salec of Shekolim and prepare for the Election. Mr. Marguliocs
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callod nttention to the now membership circular which will be sent to the
Distriets throughout the country, either in bulk, or mailed direct from the
National Offico to tho individual members, in accordanco with the wishes of
the District loaders. In concluding his report, Mr, Margullos exprossed tho
hope and belief that the Z.0.A. memborship will nuwber between 50,000 and
55,0000 by the time of the Convention.

o | f

The Chairman snoke of the great loss sustained in the death of Judge
Williar ¥. Lewis, latc Chairman of the Z.0.4. Administrative Cormittee., He
called upon Judge ¥orris Rothenberg to speek in eulogy of Judgo Lewis,

Judge Rothenberg spoke as follows, while those prosent stood in silent
tribute:

WIt is with doep sorrow that I report the untimoly death of our
friend, co-worker, and loader, the Chairmnn of this body, Judge William
M. Lowis, In the offort to enlist the support of tle Amorican Jewish
Comrmnity for the Zionist cause in the eventful period since the utter—
anco of the Balfour Declaration, many Amorican Jows played a loading
part. In the foreframt of the leaders who thus distinguished themsolves
and who made n lastinz contribution to the advance of Zionist idealsy
was William M, Lewis, During tho yoars of his activity, he occupied
many important posts within the Zionist movamente Ho served as Vico-
Presidont of the Zionist Organization of Americo, and at one time was
its acting President, He was National Chalrmon of the United Palestine
Appeal, co-"hairman of the Palestine Foundation Fund (Eoron Hayosod) and
at tho timo of his death ho was the Chairman of the National Administrn-
tive Committee of the Zionist Organization of America. He sorvod as a
deleogate to many Zionist Congresscs. In his leisure from judicial du-
tios in tho Court of which was a distinguished and respocted Judge,
Judgoe Lowis travelled oxtonsively throughout tho Unitod S tatos, visit-
ing Jewish centers large and small, and in his labors he brought to
bear a genuine cloquence and a strikingly gonial porsonality that won
many friends for Pelostine and countloss ndmirers for the loyalty and
the devotion with which he gave himself to the causo that was nearest
to his heart, the upbuilding of a new, froee end creative life for his
Poople, His untiring efforts were instrumontal in securinz large sums
of money for the Ksren Hayesod, for tho Jowish National Fund and for all
the constituont partics of tho United Palestine Appenl, the Allied Jew-
ish Campaigzn and the Unitod Jowish Campaigne He did much to enlarge
the membership and to onhance the prestigo of the Zionist Organization
of Amorica, He sorvod many othor Jowish institutions and he was a
pillar of strength as a citlzen and as a Jow in his own community in
Philadelphia vhere he was a leader in every eivic and comunal under-
talking of importance. His friendliness endenred him as a comrado with
whom it was a sourco of decp satisfaction to bo nssoclated, I move
you that theroc be inseribed upon the rocords of this meeting a minute
of our profound sorrow at the death of William M, Lewis and of affec-
tionate tribute and respect to his memory, and further, that a copy
thereof, togethcr with our condolences, Yo forwarded to the family
of the late William M, Lowis,"
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Before calling for the nomination of a Chairman of the Administrative
Committee, Dr. Goldman spoke of the tradition emanating from Judaism and ac-
cepted by the whole world, that the report of the death of a leader is in-
stantly followed by the naming of a successor. It is not surprising that
such a tradition should have come from our Poople, he said, bocause our
People do not accept trials as dofeats, and sorrow as cessation of droaming
and thinking and going on,.

Mr. Jacob B, Hoffman of Philadelphia nominated Judge Louis E, Lovinthal,

a fellow-Philadolphian,whose Zionist activity has covered covery phaso of the
movement.

The nomination was seconded and the nominations werc closeds.

Judge Levinthal was unanimously elected ms Chairman of the Administra-
tive Committec of the Zionist Organization of America.

Dr, Goldman called upon Judge Lovinthal to come to the Chair,

IS LEV :

"1t is with mixed emotions that I accept this vory distinguished offics,
the Chairmanship of tho National Administrative Committecc of thc Zionist Or-
ganization of America. I say mixed emotions, as thore is tho koo appreciation
of the honor implied in your action this morning. Thoro is the sadness, the
gonuine sadness, because of the trazic loss which we Zionists have sustained,
which made it nocossary for us to fill the vacancy in tho office of Chairman of
this Committee, Thon, there is also the cmotion of gladness that I have an
ooportunity, I hope, to render greater service to the Zionist movemcnt. I hope
it is not necessary for me to introducc mysclf to my fellow-Zionists, As
long as I can romember I have beon attonding Zionist meootings. My earlicst
recollections goes back to one of the Conventions of the Federation of Amorican
Zionists in Philadelphia, whon I was younger than seven years, and my dear
father had the honor to be elected vice~Fresident of the Foderation of American
Zionists, and Dr. Richard Gottheil, President. So that I am not a stranger to
Zionism and I am not a stranger to Zionists, I am sure, and I hope that you
will consider me one who is going to try to prove worthy of the groat honor
that you have paid me., I do not liko to speak of mmility, but I do want you
to ¥mow that I do have a profound scnse of humility in assuming to be the suc-
cessor of Judge Lewis. Judgo Lewis meant o great deal to all Amorican Zionists,
but he meant much more to us in Philadolphia., He was not only our devoted
leador: he was also our warm and dovoted friond. 4nd all of you who knmow him
intimately know what a fino porsonality was his, Judgc Rothenberg spoke at
a memorial meeting held in Philadelphia on March 9, shortly aftor the expirn-
tion of the Schloshim, and he paid a beautiful tribute on bchalf of the Zion-
ist Organization Gf America. I only hopo that I can to somc slight degroe
measure up to the groat responsibility which is now mine, as his succossor,"

Mr. Daniel Frisch of Indianapolis urged that the reorganization program
be implemented very soon. He exprosscd the view that the increase in memborship
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this year is the rosult of negative conditions in the Jewish world, and that
theso members rust be educated to a fuller apprecintion of Zionist waluos in
Jovish life, if their intercst and support is %o be continued, In the mat-
tor of dologntes to the Zionist Congross, Mr. Frisch, sugrested that dclegatos
be nemed from cities othor than Now York, in order that the country at large
mny fecl that it is being adoquately ropresented. Mr, Frisch also wished

to know what action was taken at the emergcncy meeting called in connection
with tho Palecstine Pavilion,

Dr. Goldman stoted that tho Palestine Pavilion will be finished and
onened on time, With regard to the olection »f dclegates to the Congross,
he suggosted that Mr, Frisch submit definite proposals as to how people in
various citiss may be included among the delegates, With regnrd to imple-
menting the rcorganization program, Dr. Goldman reported that progress is
being made in certoin directionss: As a rosult of our deliberations we have
established tho Americnn Zionist Burcau in Washington, D. Ceo, the budget for
vhich wns raised outside of tho Z.0.A. Considorable sums 'erc also rniscd
in Octobor and November for the cmergency situation. Wo are slowly dovelop-
ing sourccs of income. The Zionist Organizntions and parties have been
working together on public relations, almost since October. The Amorican
7Zionist Burcau in Washington is not a bureau of the Z.0.A. alonc, but of all
the Zionist parties and organizations. The Bureau has nbout $14,000 which
wons secured from one source or another. Rogarding cultural work, Dr. Goldman
bolicved that the loadership of Hadassah nand of the Z.0.A., Tust come to realize
that it is only by uniting the cultural work of both organizations that our
purposcs can bo achioved, As for sources of income, we hope that the 50,000
members will give us about $125,000; wo expect the UPA to continue to con-
tribute: we hope to roach an agreement with Hndnesah whoroby Hadassah would
be spending some $20,000 on the Washington Burecau and on a combined propaganda
program among Zioniste of America.

Mr. Richerds felt that the members of tho Adminis trative Committee
arc not sufficiontly acquainted with tho activities of tho Z.0.A. Exocutive
and sugzestod that a swmary of the mimates of the Exocutive bo sent regu-
larly to tho mombers of the Administrativo Cormittoe. Mr. Richards was
opposod to holding the Conveontion in Now York City during tho World's Fair,
for ho anticipated a noisy and domonstrative Zionist Convention, with vory
1ittle thinking and considered planning, He suggosted that the Executive
reconsidor the question of holding the Convention in New York City,

Mr, Spicehandler made the following motions: (1) that the Administra-
tive Committee meot regularly cvery month botwoen now and thc Convention,
Tho motion was lost. ?2) that every 2,000 Shekel payers eloct their owmn
candidate: (3) that the Chairman appoint a Cormitteo on Congress Platform
to preparc at once a platform to which the candidates could subscribe. Mr.
Spicchandler further suggosted that the country bo divided into Congressional
Districts and that the candidates bo electod locally in their ow Districts,
to be headod by tho ton or twelve national Zionist loadors on the Z,0,A.
Ticket.
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Mr. Margulies pointed out that Mr. Spiochandlor!s suggestion is con-
trary to the Constitution of the World Zionist Organization, which cnlls
for a universal election. He rcealled that three ycars ago the flrst
twolve names on the 2,0.A. Ticket constituted the whole American delega-
tion. A4 the last Congross the Z.0.A. had 22 delogatos; Hadassah 18 -- a
totel of 40 declegates for the General Zionist Tickot., That yoar was tho
first time sinco univeysal elections have been introduced that thoe General
Zionists in Amorica came first on the Ballot. Previously, the Labor Growp
came first. Althoug® the Labor Group sold 57,000 Shekolim for the last
Congress, and the 2.0,A. and HADASSAH togother sold about 130,000, the Labor
Group had 37 dclegntes agninst tho 40 delegates of the Z,0.A. and Eadassah
combined.

Dr. Berger of Providence agroed with Mr. Spicehandler i4n the matter
of local candidatoes.

With regard to the suggostion to change the Convention City, Mr. A.K.
Epstein of Chicago moved that in view of the fact that the Administrative
Cormittec is an autonomous body, wo recommend to the Executive to find ways
and mosne to legally chango the Convention place from New Tork to any other
city deemod suitable. A discussion ensuod, participatod in by Yessrs.
Rothstein, Schanzer and Welsgnl.

Dr. Goldman oxplained that the matter of changing the Convention City
had boon discusscd at the last meotinz of the Exccutive and it was agreod
that it cnnnot be done in view of the Convention Resclution, He believed,
however, that it will be nossible to have a Convention in New York on a very
high plane, providod :the prozrom is a good oncs Dr. Goldman added that it
is honed to extcnd thic Convention this year to four or five days,

After tho aponl made by Mr, Welsgal that Now Yorls romain the Convention
City this yoar, particularly because of the significance of the Palestine
Pavilion at tho Torld's Fair,

Mr. Eostein withdrow his notion.

Mr., Tilliam I, Siogel, Chairman of the U.S. Contral Shelkel Board, dwelt
on the importance of tho Shelkel Campaign this year, The goal is one million
Shelrolim, The books rmust be closed on May 25, which loaves about two months
in which to sell the million Shokolim, MNr. Siegol urged that all tho maembors
concentrate their efforts on the sale of Shekolim, vhich is a very important
phase of Zionist activity, as it gives the Jews of Jrerica an opportunity of
joining in a mass demonstration for work in Eretz Yisrool,

Dr. Ball suzzosted that ways and moans be discussod to avoid the short-
cominzs of the last Elections, as a result of which the organizations with
the least Shekel-payers clectod the largest numbor of delogatos to the Con-

Eross,
Mr, Spicchandler's motion
THAT the Chairman sppoint a Committec on Congress
Platform to prepare at once a platform to which the

candidatos could subscribe——

was unanimously carried.




ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

New England Zionist Region
600 Washington Street

Boston, Mass,

April 3, 1939

HRabbi Abbe Hillel Silver
342 Madison Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Dear Rabbi:

On June 17th and 18th the New England Zionist Region
is to hold its Annual Convention and there has been

a unanimous request of the Administrative Committee
of the New England Zionist Region to extend an in-
vitation to you to be our guest speaker at the Banquet

on Sunday evening, June 18th,

This is my last year as President of the Region and I
would consider it an honor to present you as our guest
speaker,

I would greatly appreciate hearing from you at your
earliest convenience.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

(signed) RALPH ¥, BASS
President.




fpril 11, 1939

Mr. Ralph F, Pads, President
New England Zioni-t Region
600 Tashington ECtreet
Boeston, Mass,

My dear Mr., Bassi

I deeply appreciate your kind invitation
to addre-s the bancuet of the New England Zionist
Region on Sundey evening, June 18th. I should have
been very happy to accept it. However, =g you know,
June i3 a favorite month for weddings and I have
quite a number of weddings already scheduled on
th:t Sunday. I must remain in Cleveland to attend
to Congregational duties,

"ith &1l good wishes, and hoping to see
you £t some future time, I remain

Very cordially yours,




MINUTES OF MEETING OF Z.0.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 1939, 4 P.M,
AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, NEW YORK

PRESENT: Dr.Solomon Goldman (in the Chair ), amd Messrs.A.H.Friedland, Abraham
Golberg, James G. Heller,Edward L. Isreel, Israel H. Levinthal, Louils E.levinthal,
Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Irving Miller, Morris Rothenberg,William I.Siegel,
Elihu D.Stone, Robert Szold, Morris Weinberg, Stephen S.Wise. By invitation:

Meyer W.Weisgal .

Excuses for non-gttendance were received frm Messrs.David Berenstein, Barnett R,
Brickner, Charles 4.Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, Julian W. Mack, Harris J. Levine,
Charles Ress, A. H.Rosenberg, Simon Shetzer.

The Chairman called on Mr. Morris Margulies %o r eport.

Secretary's Report:

1) Membership: On March 31, 1939, the renewals and new members
numbered 30,513, Last year's figure for the same period was 15,334 (showing a
100% gain this year). Inaddition, there are 14,237 members who, although they
have a ctually not naid their dues during the current fiscal year, cannot be con~
sidered as unpaid members because many of them paid last year after the month of
March. The total membership, therefore, as of March 31, 1939, is 44,750. This
figure includes 15,751 new members. In previous years, the months of April, May
and June have been the three best membership months of the year. Mr. Margulies said
he was certain of a minimum of 45,000 paid~up members by the time of the (bhnvention.

The income from membership dues, as of March 31, 1939 was $93,404.60
ss compared with $54,151,50 last year. Actually, it was $52,850 last year, because
the larger figure included $1301.43 received f rom the Order Sons of 2Zion. The money
from the Order Sns of Zion has not as yet come in this year.

Mr. Margulies cal led attentien to the recent membership circular, of
which 53,820 copies have already been distributed among the 1939 ~'38 ~'37 and'36
members located in 414 citles.

2) Financesg: Mr. Margulies reported that at a meetinzof the Finance
Commit tee held on Wednesday, April 12, the financid statement of the 2.0.A. sub-
mitted at that meeting showed & baknce sheet deficit,as of March 31, 1939, of
$15,157 as against $27,598 for t he s ame period of the previous year. He pointed
out that the difference wouldeactually & ve been greater than £12,000, had not the
Finance Committee at arecent meeting voted to write off an item of $9,294, whih
was carried as a furniture and fixture asset, and $1,825 whichwms carriedas an
Account Receiveable due from the Zioniet Organization of Chicago.

During the ten months from June 1, 1928 to March 31, 1939, the 2.0.A.
received from all sources $166,049, as against 8152,514 for the smmne period last
year. The income was derived from: (a) Membership (less Shekolim) $98,927;

(b) Advertising and Subscriptions $3,853; (¢) United Palestine Appeal $45,0003
(d) Goldman Dinner Fund $14,387; and (e) Miscellaneous $3,882.

For the same period the e xpenses were $150,938 this year and $1321,688
last year. About $3,000 has been forwarded to the American Zionist Bureau at Wash-
ington., Subsidies to youth organizations, etc., f or the ten-month period total
$16,875.14.
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3) The New Palestine: The total mailing list of The New Palestine
is 46,000 copies every week, of which 42,449 copies are sent to the Z.0.A., member-
ship, 500 copies kept in reserve at the Z,0.A, office, and thetalance is divided
among Young Judaea, Avukah, Masada, U.P.A. office, paid subscribers, enl the ex-
change list. The expense of The New Palestine during the first ten months was
$26,154; an additional $7,200 will be expended during the months of April and May,
making the total expense for the entire year $33,354. The total income of The New
Palestire for the s ame period was $34,068,75. This income was derived from paid
subscriptions $363; net paid advertising $1869; allocationfrom membership dues
$31,836.75. The New Palestine is therefore actudly self-sustaining.

4) Dos Yiddighe Blk: The mailing list of Dos Yiddishe Folk is
3,500, of which 2,303 copies are sent to the 2.0.A. members. For the ten-month
period (June 1, 1938 ~ March 31, 1939) the e xpense of the publication was $4,115;
an additional $900 will be required for April aml Mgy, making a total expenditure
for the year of $5,015. The income for the first ten months was as follows: Paid
subscriptions $27; paid advertising $100; allocation f rom membership dues, $1727.25
-~ making a total income of $1,854.25. The expense exceeds the income by $3,160.75.

Mr. Lipsky commented favorably on the manner in which the Secretary
reported on The New Palestine, saying that the report effectively destroys the
legend that The liew Palestine was responsible for the deficit of the 2.0.4. Sme
maintain thetelief, he pointed out, that due to the excessive costs of The New Pal-
estine from 1921 to 1930, thedficit of the Z,0.A. wes created. The fact is, he
said, that the figures will show that The “ew Palestine at no time exceeded in cost
what was received by the Z.0.A. for the support of The New Palestine, and if the
seme system had been used in those years that Mr. Margulies used inrmeporting on
The New Palestine, it would have been found that the publicationmas self-sustaining.
Whenever The New Palestine published a special issue it always received a grant
from some interested party, in some mses the Keren Hayesod, in others the Jewish
National Fund, and the money was put into the common pool. Mr. Lipsky felt thet
The New Palestine ought to be regarded from the point of viewof subscriptions, ad-
vertising, etc., as indicated in Mr. Margulies'! report.

5) Constitution of the Z,0.4.:

The Secretary a 1so reported that a revised edition of the 2.0.A.
Cons titution, as adopted at the Detroit Convention, had been printed and copies
sent to the Chairmen and Secretaries of Zionist Districts tlroughout the country.
Mr. Margulies stated that we are indebted to the members of the Constitution Commit-
tees for a very important service. The first Constitution Committee as nemed by
Dr.Wise in 1936 core isted of Hon. M.Meldwin Fertig, Chairman, and Messrs.Carl Sher-
man, Smon Rifkind,Dr.A.J .Rongy, Leo Wolfsor, and Samuel Rothistein. The draft of the
Constitution as prepared by this Committee, which had devoted a great deal of time
to its labors, was submitted to the 1937 ®bnvention, held at the Hotel Roosevelt,
New York. Following this Convention,Dr.Wise appointed Messrs.Charles Ress,Chairman,
Samuel Rothstein, Sol Cohen, Meyer Levy and Leo Wolfson, as a Committee to s tudy
the draft drawn up by the original Committee onOnstitution, together with the amend-
ments and suggestions made by the Convention. The Committee was also authorized
to r evise such Articles and Sections as will be deemed necessary. The result of the
work of these bmmittees was submitted to the Detroit Convention and, with some
slight modifications, adopted in the form now published,




-3“

6) Speakers: In concluding his report, the Secretary stated
that since the beginning of thepresent fiscal year the Natimal Office has supplied
speakers for 387 meetings held under the auspices of Zionist Districts located in
all parts of the country. He read the following letter received from Mr, Pierre
van Paassen, dated March 26, 1939:

"Dear Mr, Margulies:

"I want to notify you that I have decided to discontinue my

of ficial relationship with the Zionist Organkmtion of America

as fromfpril 1, 1939, I have been in the service of the Z.0.A.

for a 1ittle more then a year, and durinz that time have carried
out the work which I agreed to do; namely, write a book of propa-
gandistic value for Palestine and lecture at least once a week,

"Thig severance of official relations does not, I assure you,
mean & decline in my f aith in the Jewish nationsal cause. I
merely think I cam do more effective work elsewhere. Nor, I
hope, will my d eparture in sny way change the deep friendship
and admiration I entertain for you.

"With Zion's Greetings,

Yours, as ever
(Signed) PIERRE VAN PAASSEN®

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT REPOHT TEFERRED;

The Chairman e tated that the Education Department was to have been
discussed at this meeting, but Mr.Cowen who could not be present becauseof illness
had requested that the Education Department be not discussed without him. The mat-
ter was therefore deferred to a subsequent meeting.

ALIYAH EETH:

Attention was called to the presence in this country of four or five
individuals who are soliciting funds for Aliyah Beth. Inquiries have been received
at the National Office as to whether these activities have the endorsement of the
Z.0.A.

It was the consensus of opinion that, having no information in this
matter, we do not endorse it.

REPORT ON RULES GOVERWING ELECTION
OF DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES — BY CHARLES RESS:

In the absence of Mr. Ress, Rabtbi Edward L. Isrsel read the following
report prepared by Mr.Charles Ress:

"At the r equest of Dr.Goldman I have investigated the use of so-called
proxies in connection with the Anmual Conventions of the Z.0.A. I set forth in
this report a description of the practises which involve the use of proxies and
cer tain r ecommendations with respect to said practises.

"The word proxy is generally applied to one who votes as the agent or
representative of a principal who has the right to vote but does not desire to ex~
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ercise that right in person. It also refers to the instrument by which the
agent's right to vote is evidenced or created. 4s applied tn Z.0.A. Conventions,

g proxy in the usual sense would te a persona ppointed by a duly clected delegate
to vote in his s tead. Such procedure is irregular and if practised at all dwuld
be prohibited. I have found, however, that the word proxy as used in connection
with Z2.0.A. Conventions does not have the usual meaningsove set forth. The word

is used in a special sense which requires s somewhat ¢ etailed ex lanation. It will
be seen that our attention needs to be directed to the metkod by which delegates
and elternates are chosen. Normally they are elected by Districts or Socleties at
meetings convened for that purnose. It is customary, however, that Districts des~
ignate Committees on Vacancies with authority to fill vacancies caused by resigna-
tions. There generally is no difficulty created where a Committee on Vacancies
designates adlegate to fill a vacancy by a proper notice to the national office
before the Convention opens. But the following practiee has daveloped. Just be-
fore the Convention opens or even during the Convention, a District officer or
delegate purporting to act for the Committee on Vacancies will ? esignate a celegate
to fill a vacancy due to the failure of the elected delesate and alternate to appear
at the Convention. Such designations are also made in cases where the Die trict
has falled to elect the full nunber of delegates to which it is entitled, It is

of course difficult for the office staff in charge of credentials at the Convention
to determine whether the designation is made by a duly authorized Committee on Va-
cancies, and whether the person who signs the designation has the authority to do
so. Consequently, the praotise lrs been to seat all delegates appointed in the
manuer described., Since there is no rule that a delegate must té a member of

the District which he represents in many, if not wost instances, the person appoint-
ed will be a member of some other District with opinions which may conflict with
the policies of his adopted constituency.

An extension of the ahove procedure ises followst Regional Conferences
have assumed the rizht to authorize an officer of the Rezion to desigme te delegates
for all Districts in the Region which have failed to elect or otherwise desigm te
the rull number of Aelegates to which t hey are entitled, The irregularity of tiis
proceeding is apparent, but Districts have acquired and permitted single individuals
to designate large numbers of delegates. It has for many years been customary to
seat delegates anpointed in this way.

I am sure I need not comment on the undemocratic nature of the prac-
tises described above and the extent to which they open the door to serious abuses
Certainly there is little assurance that the opinions and desires of the members of
the Z.0.4, will be exressed by delezates hand-picked in this fashion. The abuses
become very evident and seriously cdetrimental and have given rise to unpleasant
charges and recriminations, at Conventions which deal with controversial policies
or contested elections.

It is not difficult to formulate rules and regulations which, if en-
forced, will eliminate the objectionable features of the practises above described.
Such rules and regulations should at the same time bring about order and uniformity
in the choice of delegates and alternates to national conventions of the Z.0.A, 1
suggest that rules and regulations substantially as follows be adopted by the Execu~
tive, and if adopted, be submitted to the Administrative Committee for epprovel, as
required by Section 8 of Article VIII, of the Constitution.

I. Yo person shall be granted a credential as del egate
or alternate to Conventions of the 2.0.4. unless
(a) he has been elected or ¢ esignated in the manner
set forth below, and (b) his election or Aecsignation
has been certified to the national board of electiors
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by written certification as set forth below, no later
than 11 A.M. on the first day of the Convention.

(a) Delezates and alternates of Districts, Societies,
Camps of the Order Sons of Zion, and Masada thapters,
each of which will for convenience be referred %o in
these regulations as Districts, shall he elected by
the members thereof atv an election which shall be held
pursuant to regulations prooulgated by the national
board of elections. 4 District may, however, appoint
a Jom:ittee on Vacancies to fill vacancies caused by
the resignation of delegates or elternates.

(b) Delegates and alternates of Rezions shdl be elected
at a conference of r epresentatives of all Districts in
the Region or 2t a mecting of t he Executive or Adminis-
trative Committee of the Region. The Region mgy desipg-
nate a Committee on Vacancies to fill vacancies caused
by resignations.

(e¢) Delegates and alternates of Perticinating Organizations
shel 1 be elected as provided in their resnective agreements
with the Z.0.A.

Certifications of the election or designation of delegates

or alternates shall be subscribed by the President or Vice-
President or Secretary of the District, Region, orparticipat-
ing organization or of its Board of Elections or Committee on
Vacancies, and ghall be accepted only $f the names of the
members of the Board of Elections or Coritiittee on Vacancies
and the officers therenf shall have teen filed with the Na-
tional Board of Elections ne later than the day next preced-
ing the first? ay of the Convention.®

Discugsion on Report:

Mr.Ress' report was discussed at length.

Mr. Lipsky moved
THAT all reference to the right of Districts
or Regions to appoint Committees on Vacancies
be eliminated.

Ratbi Heller moved the following amendment:

THAT henceforth Districts end Regions shall
elect people from their own Districts or Re-
gions to repmsent them at Zionist Conventions.

Dr. Goldman observed that the Committee on Vacancies implied in
Mr. Lipsky's motion is the local Committee on Vacancies, whereas he (Dr.Goldman)
now wiched to eliminate the national Cormittee on Vacancies, in order to insure
that delegates to the Convention cannot be named by members of the Convention, or
by those who are planning or making arrangememt s for the Convention, in the e vent
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that alternates do not come to the Convention to replace the delegates who cannot
attend., Dr.Goldman pointed out that although ectually there is no Committee on
Vacancies nationally, we were acting es if there were one.

Dr. Goldman was informed that there never has been a National Com—
mittee on Vacancies.

Mr. Elihm D. Stone offered the following amendment to Mr. Lipsky's
mo tion:

THAT, in the pgbsence at the Convention of a delegate
or el ternate designated by any District or Region, no
substitute or proxy delegate can hbe provided for the
absentee by anyone.

Mr. Lipsky said he saw nothing wrong in the Districts (who cannot
send delegates to the Convention) having a list of names of persons who are avail-
able to be elected, and whom they can elect to represent the District if they so
choose,.

The Chairman believed that this privilege can be easily abused. FEe
recalled that the names on the list published are usually overwhelmingly New York-
ers, ims tead of country-wide. He felt that the representation of New York should
be on the b asie of the actual Zionist membership in New York, which is only about
25% of the membership of the 2.0.A. The whole country works and vrovides a member-
ship, end the people in New Yok get themselves elected by the people in Los Angeles
and oth-r points and discourage those comrinities year after year from sending their
own delegates to the Convention. This, he urged, should te eliminated; the Dist~
ricts should have the right to name and elect their own delegates and el ternates,
and the National Office should have nothing whatever to do with the supplying of
candidates for the Convention. This should be done in the local comaunities and
there will then be nosguses, although we may have fifty to seventy-five delegates
less.

Mr.Abrahsm Goldberg declared that every gond rule can be abuwsed. He
wondered whether it is really undemocratic for a Die trict like Portland, Cre., who
may find that its delegate cannot attend, to electIr.Wise as its representative.
Dr.Wise could, of course, be elected in his own New YorkDstrict, but the result
would be that the smaller man in the District would have no chance of election. The
game is true in a number of other Districts where our leaders reside.This tradition
of filling vacancies has exieted for the past thirty years and there were no abuses
until the last two or three years.

Mr.Wm, I.Siegel agreed thet it is perfectly proper for a man from New
York to represent Portland, Ore., if Portland, Ore. has not a candidate who can ocon-
veniently attend the Convention. He suggested that the National Office invite
every District and every Region in the country to submit the names of people who
are willing to serve as proxy-delegates, to be included in the list, so that the
list will mt be solely a New York list. Mr.Siegel added that he knew of no organi-
zation that does not have a Committee on Vacancies. He urged that the Comrmittee on
Vacancies be not eliminated, because its elimination will mean the depopulation of
the Convention., What might be done is to limit it so that the Committee on Vacan-
cies shall have power, in the event of the a bsence of all delegates or all alternates
of the Ditricts, to elect somebody who happens to be at the Convention.
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Rabbi Israel suggested the complete elimination of the possibility
of an election of delezates at large, but that certain Districts be allowed tw
choose from the National leadership men who do not have the time to enter the
election contests and who may therefore pos:ibly not bé elected as delegates to
the Convention, He suggested further that Mr, Lipsky's motion, eliminsting local
Committees on Vacancies, be adopted, and that the Districts and Regions throughout
the country be requested te send to the ¥ational Office at a specified time before
the Convention, a complete list of all possible delegates and alternates to the
Convention, ZEvery delegate and alternate from that District or Region must be on
that 1ist. Rabbl Israel asked whether it were possible to limit the appointment
of delezates from the naticnal group, =nd whether it would be regarded as undemo-
cratic to limit those names to a list of men who are members of the Exccutive and
Administrative Committees of the Z, 0. A In other words, that members of the Ex-
ecutive and Administrative Committees should automatically be selected by any
District or R ginn as their delegates, and in that way — though it may be some-
what arbitrary — we will realize the possibility of including among the Convention
delegates, men who are nationally prominent in New York and who mlght etherwise be
omitted, Rabbi Isrmel's substitute motion was as follews:

THAT a list of delegates and alternates to the Zionist
Convention from the various Districts and Reglons be sub-
mitted to the National Office at 2 specified time before
the Convention;

THAT the 1ist of names of members of the Executive and
Administrative Committees be open to the Regions and Dist-
ricts, for election of delezates to represent them, in the
event their delegates or alternates cannot attend the Conven—
tion,

Rabbi Heller stated that the Z,0.A. is not the only organization
that is presented with this problem; many Jewish organizations in the country have
national figures, but the people in the vicnity where these national figures re-
side, elect them locally as delegates to the Cenvention, Ke felt that if we cannot
have a representative Convention, we should not have a Convention at all.

Mr. Lipsky thought it would be limiting the rights of the Districts
or Rpgions to tell them whom to elect, If they wish to elect a certain national
leader and are prevented from doing so, that is undemocratic. By permitting them
to name exactly whem they chcose to neme, we will be previding for a democratic
spirit. Mr., Lipsky suggested that the Districts and Regions be informed that they
can elect anyone whom they want to elect; and we shouid not in any way influence
the election of any persons by the submission of a list; that a resolution be
adopted with regard to the policy of the Committee on Vacancies, The Districts
and Regions should be instructed te elect their delegates and alternates and prox-
ies oi or before a certain specified day before the Convention,

Rabbi Heller asked what is there to prevent any group ¢f individuals
from representing any other part of the country, even if the lists are not submit-
ted by the National Office.

Mr.Szold suggested that, in addition te the delegates to the Conven-
tion, the Z,0.A, Executive should have the rizht te elect twelve delegates, Jjust
like the Virilists are elected at the Zionist Congress,
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Dr, Goldman felt that we were unnecessarily concerned with the
election of the six or eight or ten people who will always be elected.

Mr, Szold formilated the followins substitute motion:

1, THAT proxies or substitutes (except as above provided)
shall not be permitted; that neither the National
Office, nor any officer, nor employee thereof shall
suggest any candidnte for election by a District or
other elective body to the Conventlon,

THAT no delegate or alternate shall be seated in a
Convention unless (a) he shall hove been duly elected

by a District or other duly constituted elective body;~nd
(b) his election shall have been certified by the Board
of Elections of the District or other elective body, on

a date prior to the opening of the Conventiocn; and (¢) he
is a member of the District or other elective body.

The motion: TYAT a delegate must be a resident of the District which he repre-~
sents -- was LOST,

It was finally moved, seconded and unanimously carried

THAT the report subtnitted by Mr.Charles Ress, together
with the discussion of the Executive and the substitute
motion of Mr. Szold, be referred to a Committee with power
to prepare the proper ruling,

Dr,Goliman asked Judge Louis E, Levinthal to look into the Consti- __
tutional provisions governing the adoption of rules snd regulations, and to ascer-
tain whether the rules rclative to the election of Convention delezates and alter—
nates must be submitted for approval to the Administrative Committee,

YOUTH AND PROPAGANDA DEPARTMENTS:

The Chairman asked to be empowered to appoint a Committee whose
duty it shall be to find the proper personnel for the departments of Youth and
Propaganda, so that thesc departmente can begin to function in September,

It wns thereupen duly moved, seconded nnd unanimously carried
THAT the President be empowered to appoint a Committee,

with a view to establishing the Youth and Propaganda
Departments,




1932 CONVZITION:

The Chnairman stated that since the last mecting of the Exccutive
and of the Administrative Committee the date of JewishDay at the New York Torld's
Fair hnd becn changed, Originally, the date set was Monday, June 26, and because
of that the Z.0, A, Convention this year wns antedated one week, and arranzoments
made with the Commodore H tel (the Convention headquarters) to extend the Conven-
tion date to include ‘H’ednasdny and Thursday, June 28 and 29,

Mr.Weisgnl recalled that the first date sucgested for Jewish Day at
the Fair was July 3 (Eerzl's Yahrzeit), nnd the re-son it was set instead for June
26 wns because the Z.0.A. could not et Zotel accommodations for the July 1 week-
end. Mr.W isgal felt, however, thet the question of JewishDay has no relation to
the Convention; regardless of whether we have Jewish Dny or not, the Convention
should be held in New York because of the Pelestine Pavilion., There were some dif-
ferences of opinion amons the members of the Board of Directors of the Palestine
Pavilion as to the advisability of having Jewish Day at all, The matter was held
in nbeysnce and the members of the Board have since reversed themselves to a con-
siderable extent, but too late to have JewishDnhy on Monday, June 26. Mr,Welsgel
thought that from the point of view of the Z.0.A, and of the Comvention, it is por-
haps better that Jewish Day, ns such —— with all the excitement that accompnnies

it —— is not held durin; the Convention., He su,;:ested instend a Zlonist Organiza-
tion D.y, for the same date (June 26), which could tske the form of a demonstration
for about 50,000 people, in the Court of Pence on the Fair jrounds, with sppropriate
ceremonies, spuskers, and masie, There will “e no income whatsoover, although there
will be =an expense involved in arranging the function, Nr.Weiszal added that the
question of Jewish Day at a later date will be considered azain at the next meeting
of the Pavilion Board of Directors,

The Chairman folt thnot it is unnecessary to hnve a Zionist Organization
Day, inasmuch as it is still planned to have a Jewish Day. He suggested that the
Secretary ascertain from the Commodore Hjtel whether the Convention dates can be
changed to the July 1 week-end, since many reople are planning to be in Wew ‘f rk
over July 4,

PROGRAM OF CONVENTION:

The Chairmnn stated that a Comnittee on Convention Orsrniization
(or Arrsngements Comrittce) will be nppointed for the purpose of considering such
matters as (1) whether tiie Convention must have a banquet; (2) whather the Con-
vention should have luncheons; (3) whether a Convention Bulletin should be pub-
lished, such as was published by the Congsress for a period of three days; ete.,
etc, There will also be appointed a Progrsm Comaittee which will plan the program
of the Convention,

With regard to the prosram of the Convention, the Chairman thowht
that it should be somewhat different this year from previous years, He proposed
that institutes bte arrangzed on the cbsormptive capncity of Prlestine, on Coopera-
tiv.e in Palestine, on Land in Pnlesti ne; plenary sessions on youth, on District
prograris, ete,; round-table discussions; etc.,, ete,

Pabbi Heller stated that the general criticism in the past has been
that the delegates had very little part in the deliberations at the Convention, He
suzgested that some kind of program be devisedwhereby the delegates could partici-
pate,

Mr,Sgone pointed out that the only opportunity the delegates have to




discuss matters is when the Convention Committecs make their reports, and these
reporte usually come in at the last hour, when the delegates are tired and ready

to 20 home. Fe sugzested that »s far as possible the "mass-meeting" character of
the major nart of the Convention be limited, and that the Committees be asked to
noke their reports earlier in the Convention, so that the delegates will have ample
opportunity to express themselves, Unless there is discussion from the floar,

the assembly l-cks the character of a Convention,

Rabti Isreel said he did not think it pomssible to speed up the work
of the Convention Committees, becausc that would result in hal f-baked reports,
Something should be done, however, to increase the tempo of the first few days
of the Convention.

Mr.Goldberz believed that aside from the fact that the delegates do
not have an opportunity to participate in the discuesion at the Convention, the
real difficulty is that when a delegate is placed on a Convention Cormittee, he
is put in a position where he cannot rossibly participate, because the Committees
are not delibcrative bodies. He sugsested that experts on the warious subjects
to be discussed should be asked to lead the discussions at the Commaittee neetings.
The discussion can be opened by one of the delezates at the Convention, and the
expert can then be called upon to lead the discussion. Furthermore, the delegates
should be permitted to state their preference as to which Convention Comrdittee
they wish to be placed on,

The Chairman stated that the leader of the discussion may not always
be found amons the Zionists. In n Committee, however, the leader must be a member
of the Zionist Organizatioa,

Babbi Heller suggested that a definite effort be made to reduce
the number of a.'resses at the Convention,

YOUNG JUDAEA SUBSIDY:

The Secretary presented a request from the Finance Comittee that
the subsidy of $5,000 a year for Young Judaes should be increased to $7,200, that
ig, at the rate of $600 a month, Young Judaea has been receiving —— with the
spproval of the Finance Comnittee — $600 a month for the last ten months, with
the understanding that an adjustment would be mande in the budget at a later date,
They have already roceived the amount of $6,000. The formal request to increase
the budgatary allowance from $5,000 to $7,200 was therefore referred to the Execu-
tive,

The Chairman believed thnt the Executive should express its resent-
ment:; that the Finance Comittee should be censured; and that the $1,000 expended
by Youns Judaea (during the past ten months) beyond the $5,000 subvention allotted
it, should be credited to its subvention of next year,

Mr, Lipsky moved

THAT the Executive of the Z,0.A, disapprovesg of the action
of the Finance Cormittee in the matter of Yuunf; Judnaea,
but that the $6,000 paid out be allowed for the current
yenr,




TRAVELLING ZXPENSZS OF OUT-OF-TOTN MEMBERS:

The Secretary reported that at the previous meeting of the
Executive it was decided to increase the allotment for travelling expenses
to out-of-town members of the Executive, from $1,500 to $2,000. It has since
then been sscertained that the amount already expended was $2,000, Hence the
Finance Comnittee referred to theExecutive for its approval the allotment of
an additional $500 for this purpose, makin: the total to be expended $2, 500,

Rabbi Miller thereupon duly moved, and it was secondcd and
carried

THAT the Executive vote an ndditional $500 for the travelling
expenses of out-of-town members to meetings of the Executive
-- taking a total of $2,500 for this item,

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 P.M.
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“Lionism alma to create a publicly secured.
legally assured home for the lewish peaple
in Palestine. " —The Basle Plathorm.

SEABOARD ZIONIST REGION

(Maryland, Virginia, District of Columbia, North and South Carclina, Delaware)
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

305 HEARST TOWER BUILDING
PHONE, PLAZA 0725

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

April 14, 1939

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple

Anse]l Road

Cleveland, O

Dear Rabbi Silver:

Nothing would please us better than to have you honor
us with your attendance at the 17th Anmial Conference
of the Seaboard Zionist Kegion to be held Saturday
night, Sunday and Monday, May 13, 14 and 15th, at the
Chamberlin Hotel, 01d Point Comfort, Va.

No doubt, you are as usual taxed for time and may not
find it possible to join us. May we therefore, ask you
to do the next best thing which will to some extent
make up for your absence? Please be good enough to send
us your offioial greetings as National Chairman of the
United Palestine Appeal. Your message will prove an
inspiration to us to do our fullest share as Zionists
and Jews in this crucial period of our movement.

Please send your greetings direct to the Seaboard Zion-
ist Region office, 305 Hearst Tower Bldg., Baltimore,
Maryland,

Thanking you for this courtesy and cooperation, I am,

Sincerely yours,
/7 7
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DAVID FRIEDMAN, Moriolk
Chalrman, Jewish National Fund

ISIDORE HERSHFIELD, Washington
Chalrman, Budge! and Finance

SAMUEL ]. KEISER, Baltimore
Chairman, Zionist Youth

ISAAC POTTS, Balimore
Chairman, Spsakers and Program

LOUIS E. SPIEGLER, Washington
Chairman, Membership

Honorary Vics Presidents
EABBI ISADORE BRESLAU, Washingtoa
BERNARD DANZANSKY, Washington
JUDGE J1OSEPH FROMBERG, Washinglon
JIOSEPH GOLDMAN, Charleston
PAUL HIMMELFARB, Washington
DE. LOUIS L. EAPLAN, Baltimore
LEONARD G. KARP, Portsmouth
DAVID EATZ Wilmington, Del.
JOSEPH W. SPECTOE. Baltimore
I. STEIN, Fayetieville
ARTHUR TAUBMAN Roancke
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Exscutive Director
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ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMITTEE

EABBI EDWARD L. ISRAEL, Chairman
Baltimore

Benjamin Arenstein, Richmond

Dr. Lowis Berlin, Norfolk

Gustave Bisgyer, Baltimore
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I. T. Cohen, Charlotte

Louis Cohen, Martinsburg W. Va.
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“Zionism aims to creals a publicly secured,
legaily assured home for the Jewish psople
in Palestine.”"—The Basle Platiorm.
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SEABOARD ZIONIST REGION

: (Maryland, Virginia, District of Columbia, North and South Carolina, Delaware)
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

305 HEARST TOWER BUILDING
PHONE, PLAZA 0725

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
April 27, 1939

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,
Chairman, United Palestine Appeal
The Temple

Ansel Road

Clevelarnd, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver.

May I respectfully draw your attention to my recent
communication suggesting that you send greetings to the
17th Anmal Conference of the Seaboard Zionist Region
to be held Saturday night, Sunday and Morday, May 13,
14, and 15, 1939, at the Chamberlin Hotel, 01d Point
Comfort, Virginia.

I wish to emphasize that these greetings will be a
stimlating factor in promoting successful deliberations
at our anmal gathering.

Thanking you for this help and encouraging cooperation,
I am,

Sincerely yours,

/

V4
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Exeoutive Director
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May 1, 1289

Mr., Simon J. Levin, Executive Director
feaboard Zionist Region

505 Heartst Tower Building

Baltimore, Md.

My dear Mr. Leving

Please extend to the delegates who will attend the 17th
Annual Conference of the Seaboard Zionist Region my warmest
greetings., I regret greatly that presesure of other work,
principally in connection with the United Jewish Appeal , makes it
impossible for me to attend the Conference., I hope that your
deliberations will prove fruitful end that great good for our
common cause will result from it.

e

It is heartening to see Jewry throughout this country

rise to the challenge of a grave and trying hour. There has

been a gratifying manifestation of a teener awareness on the part

of our people to the importance of Palestine and s groezter readiness
to support with their resources of meoans and of epirit the remar-able
unfolding Jewish 1ife there.

/

The Zionist Movezent is going through one of the most eritical
periods of ite history. Hard and trying days are ahead of us. But
many another people is being tried today in the iron furnace, Many
internstional sanctions and pledges are being groesly ignored or
violated, There is an evil spirit abroad in the world today
defiling many a sanctuary of humanity.

& But my confidence is strong thst if we will remain steadfnst
and loyal to our convictions and ideals and not glve way to fear or
despair, we shall come through this hour of wrath strengthened and
unscathed,
(P
There are strong hande and stout hearts building the Jewish
Homeland in Palestine. ¥e, here, must match their faith and courage.

Most cordially yours,
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111 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

May 1, 1939

Dr. ibba Hillel Silver

% The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

The Chairmen of our Wheeling, West Virginia Zionist District
wrote me today that he has just learned that on or ebout June 6th
you are to deliver & lecture at the commencement exercises of a
nearby college. The Wheeling Zionists would be tremendously
encouraged if you would be gracious enough to visit their city
at any time convenient to you. They have ssked me to intervene
with you on their behalf. Would it be possible for you, during
your visit to the college, to meet with the Zionists?

I am in no position to make eny suggestions a&s to time, for
I do not know whether your lecture is in the morning, in the
evening, nor on what date it is. I do know that the Zionist
function will be arranged to suit your convenience.

Eagerly awaiting word from you, T am

Sincerely yours,

-

o,




Mr. Morris Margulies, Secretary
Zionist Organization of America
111 Fifth Avenue

New York, N,Y,.

My dear Mr. Margulies:

I apprecieate very much the invitation
of the Fheeling Zioniste to address them. I wish I
were free to accept their invitation., I am scheduled
to deliv:r the Baccalaursoate Addrese at the St te
Teachers Uollege on Bunday afternoon, June 4th, and
I am motoring back in time to keep & wedding

engagement in Cleveland that same evening,
Fith all good wishes, I remain

Very cordielly yours,

AHSIEX
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“Zionism aims to create a publicly secured.
legally assured home lor the Jewish pecple
in Palestine.""—The Basle Platlorm.

SEABOARD ZIONIST REGION
{(Maryland, Virginia, District of Columbia, North and South Carolina, Delaware)
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA

305 HEARST TOWER BUILDING
PHONE, PLAZA 0725

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

May B3,1939,

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple-fAnsel Rd.
Cleveland, Ohio,

Degr Rabbi Silver:

Your inspiring message was reed at the Seaboard ZionistRegional
Conference and I have been reguested to write and thank you for
the encoure gement your messare pave to 2ll the delegstes on that
occasion,

wa are determined to follow your leadership in these crucial
times and to place ovurseives solely at your disposal for Pales=
tine and overseas needs,

As Zionists we are ready to mest any and all challenges foisted
upen us by our adversaries, to the end,that Palestine may be

speedily restored as the land of Isrsael,

With Zion's greetings, I am

Sincerely yoursgs

Laruet OLepn
Daniel Ellisorn
rregident.
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Hanxy FRrIEDENWALD
Louls Lirsky
Jurian W, Mack
Mornis ROTHENBERG
RoBERT SZOLD
STErHEN 5. WisE
Vice-Presidents

Lours E. LEVINTHAL
Chairman, Admin. Comm.
Lupwnic LEwisoHN

Homorary Secretary T0 THE CHAIRMEN OF
Monris MaRGuULIES ZIONIST DISTRICTS:
Secretary
Morris WEINBERG

il Dear Friend:
EXECUTIVE

Davio Benansrarn I am enclosing copy of an article by Westbrook Pegler

CuaneEs A. COWEN which appeared on May 27th in the New York World Telegram

Heney ELLENBOGEN

Slansy M. Fisuma and many other newspapers throughout the country in which

Mk Pinsiin Pegler's column is syndicated.

The article, as you will see, is a vicious attack

on the Zionist movement and a base libel upon American
S ). Towst Jews, Every newspsper which printed it should be flooded

MEYER LEVY with letters of protest.

Imvizg MILLER

Accordingly, if the article was published by a news-
paper in your city, you are urged to see ot it that as
many letters as possible are immediately written to that
newspaper in answer to Pegler's attack, I apclnsa a
brief summary of the points that may be used as the basis
for the letters, which should not be uniform, but should
be an expression of the writer's own feelings,

With Zion's Oreetings,
incerely yours,

N1 P Lt

rris Margulies
Secretary

GUsTAVE KLAUSNER
Hrman Koum




FAIR ENGUGH
(Saturday, May 27, 1939, Published in New York

World Telegram and many other papers
throughout the country).

It is my belief that most American Jews not only have no
interest in Palestine but resent the insinuation inherent in the case that
they desire some other homeland than the United States. The agitation of
the problem in this country, including representations to the American
State Department on behalf of the Palestine community by certain prominent
Jews who call themselves leaders, put other American Jews in a false posi~
tion, and gives wundeserved aid and comfort to a band of Hitlerized Ameri-
can terrorigts who allege that all Jews withhold devetion to the land of
their birth, Men and women who were born in this country and who are
utterly loyal to their native land thus are made to suffer suspicion and
other penalties for sentiments of which they are innocents

Regardless of the legal, political and diplomatic facts of the
problem, the Armerican people will not sympathize with an effort to create
a homelapd for those who are already citizens of other countries, including
this one,

American Methodists, Baptists and Catholics are content with
this as their homeland, and, in a simple, direct way, will ask themselves

why American Jews should not only want another but call on other nations

to guarantee and protect it, instead of fighting out their own problems,

The fact is that comparatively few American Jews are active in
this agitation, the vast majority of them being either indifferent to the
movement or opposed to it on the ground that it suggests some weakness or
division in their own love of the United States.

The so-called Jewish homeland is an artificial creation attempted

as the result of a bargain which the British agreed to in violation of another
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bargain at a time when they would have promised anybody anything to save

their lives.

It hasn't worked up to now, and the British are in a terrible sweat ,

as they weasel around in the manner of a county court shyster trying to prove

that they promised less than they dids DBut that is their problem, and the
problem of the Arabs and some Jéws, but not the problem of the American Jews
except those who voluntarily and formally declare themselves in on it,

If those concerned can work it out, that will be fine, dut the
American people will not commission their government to take any responsibility
for the fulfillment of a British promise or the protection of any other homelam
than this one, always excepting the mysterious and unexploredpssidilities of
the Monroe Doctrine,

This document commits us to the job of protecting much British and
french property on this side of the water, and protecting certain South
dmericen countries from their own folly, should they decide to throw in
with a new Spanish Fascist empire under General Franco.

The hyphecnism of the Nazis is popularly detested and openly rcbuked
here, but it is just as reasonable to ask the American nation to help the
Germans recapture Danzig as it is for certain Jows of Ameriecan nationality
to press the government or people for any offieial aid for this so-called
homeland,

Those Jews who do cherish the idea and the hope of ite fulfillment,
and want to give their ability and money for it, have a legal right to do so,
But there should be some means by which the American who regards this as his
only homeland, and resents any suggestion that he wants another, could dis-

sociate himself from the propaganda,




SUGGESTIONS FOR LETTERS TO NEWSPAPERS IN ANSWER
TO PEGLER'S ARTICLE

1. MNr. Pegler's first point is that most American Jows have no intorest
in Palestine.

answer: The Jowish Agency for Palestine, in which non-Zionists as
well as Zionists are included, represents virtually all organized
American Jewry in support of the upbuilding of Palestine and the
Jewish National Home, Murthermore, not only Jows but poople of
all races and creeds aware of the diro Jewish refugee problem
understand the great necessity of a homeland for Jews where they
may live in freedom,

2¢ MNr, Pegler says that American Jewish citizens by supporting the
establishment of a Jewish National Eome in Palestine divert their
allegiance from their own country,

dnswer: (a) When Czechoslovakia was dismemberel and then destroyod
all liberty-loving peoples cried "treachery and betrayal", Such outraged
feelings stemmod from the democratic beliof that all people are entitled
to a national home. American citizens of Ozech origin in this country
were not accused nor could they be rightly accused of divided allegiance
when they deplored the conquest of Ozechoslovakia,

(b) America is composed of people of many national origins,
The citizenship of no one can rightly be impugned who shows an interest
in the country of his forebears, Tho Americanism of Justice Brandois,
Justice Frankfurter and hundreds of other illustrious Amorican citizons
cannot be broughtt into question because of their profound interest in the
upbuilding of Palestine as a Jewish National Eome,

2« Mr, Pegler's third point is that the American Governmont should not b8
asked to urge the fulfillment of a British promise,

answer; The Balfour Declaration and the British Mandate over Palestine
were endorsed by fifty-two nations, including tho United States, Tho Congress
of the United States gave its official sanction by a Joint Resolution in
1922, ZEvery American President, since Woodrow Wilson, has given his ondorse~
ment to the effort to rebuild Palestine as a Jewish National EHome,

The British-American Mandate Convention of 1924 provides that
no change in the Palestine Mandate may bo made without agrecment with the
American Government, Wherever American interests are involved, particularly
those covered by treaties, the American Goverrment has the moral and legal
right to intervene, The Palestine Mandate is no exception, There are over
$100,000,000 of investments by American citizens in Palestine which arc
endangered by the change proposed by the British Government in the status
of Palestine, The American Government has a legal right to soek the pro-
tection of American interests in Palestine,

wirs
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WINUTES OF Z.0.A, EXBCUTIVE WEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1339, 4 P.W.
AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, WEW YORK CITY

PRESENT: DUr.Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), and Hessrs. Barnett R.Briclkmer,

Charles A. Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, Abraham Goldberg, Abraham Goldstein, Israel
UMoldstein, Israel H. Levinthal, Louig B. Levinthal, Irving Miller, Morris iargulies,
Charles Ress, Louis P.Rocker, Morris Rothenberg, William I.Siegel, Robert 3zold,
Morris Weinberg, Stephen S.Wise; Saauel Caplan; Adrian Schwartz (representing
“yukah) .

Excuges for abgence recelved from Messrs. David Berenstein, Harry Friedenwald,
Edward L. Israel, Julian W, Mack, Louis Lipsky, A. H. Kosenberg, Simon Shetzer.

SECRETARY 'S REPORT:

Shekolim: Mr. dargulies reported that according to the statement
submitted by the U.S. Central Shekel Board, 342,182 Shekolim were sold in the United
States during 1938-9 as against 269,424 sold in 1988<7 -- an increase of 72,758
Shekolim for the present year, which will enable the American 4ionists to have a
total of 115 delegates as against 90 delegates at the last Congress. The Zionist
Organization of America will have 34 delegates (two years ago, 22 delegates); Hadas-
sah will have 29 (two years ago, 18); the Poale 4ion, 34 (two years ago, 32); Wizra-
chi, 17 (same as two years ago); and the State Party one delegate (same as two years
ago). The Z.0.A, and Hadagsah will have 63 delegates jointly, against the 52 dele-
gates of the other three parties combined. This is the first time in the history of
the movement that the General Zionists in A merica will have a larger delegation than
the other parties all together.

Mr.William I.Siegel, as Chairman of the Shekel Board, informed the meeting that the
Executive in Jerusalem had contemplated changing the basis of representation per
delegate from 3,000 to 4,000 Shekel-payers, but that the Shekel Board had cabled
its refusal to proceed on that basis. He reported that cash has been received for
the full number of Shekolim listed, and last week a check for $35,000 was sent to
Jerusalem. The Shekel Campaign has been kept open until June 1l and it is hoped
that additional Shekolim will be sold.

The Secretary reported further that although we did not have an intensive Shekel
Campaign, in addition to our membership Shakolim the Z.0.A, disposed of 37,453 Shek-
olim, which includes a little over 1600 sold by the Order Sons of Zion, Masada and
Avukah,

Membership: Reporting on membership, the Secretary stated that the
Shekel effort and the appeal for the Goldman Administration Fund had retarded the
membership work this year. The paid up membership as of June 1, 1939 is 38,534,
as against 22,711 last year. New members enrolled number 19,428; members in arrears
as of June 1, 9,500. Every effort is being made toc have these members pay their
dwes. The income from membership dues this year was y122,513, as against £79,123
last year.

METHOD OF ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO CONGRESS:

Dr.Wise inquired as to the method to be employed in the election of delegates to the
World Zionist Congress,

lir, dargulies stated that the procedure in past Congress years was to elect the dele-
gates at the Zionist Conventions.

Judge Rothenberg called attention to the fact that this method was not a Constitution-
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al provision and we were therefore free to have any other procedure we may deem ad-
visable. He recalled that the question of the mode of election of delsgates to the
“ongress was considered by the Congress Court several times. At one time our pro-
cedure was chullenged by the Congress, and the Congress Court ruled that our method
of election was illegal; that the only legal election was an election according to
the statutes of the World Zionist Organization, whiech provide for a popiar election,
such as the Shekel Board originally contemplated carrying through. If all of the
parties agreed that the election be eliminated, there was nobody to challenge the
election, and it was approved. It may be, however, Judge Rothenberg pointed out,
that someone may challenge the election at the Congress, and therefore it is worth-
while having that point in mind.

In past years, Judge Rothenberg recalled, a list was proposed to the National Execu-
tive Committee, which recommended that list to the Convention of the 4.0.4, and the
Convention voted on that list. The country at large was always resentful of the fact
that the New York members generally predominated.

ir.Abraham Goldstein suggested that the Executive take into congideration that there
are many out-of-town delegates who are not knowm to the members of the Executive,
and who are therefore not elected.

With a view to decreasing the list of candidates, Ur.Wise moved

TilAT the President be authorized to address an offiecinl
comuunication to the list of candidates for delegateship
to the World Zionist Congress, inquiring whether, in the
event that they are elected, they will attend the Congress.

The motion was seconded and unanimously ecarried.
Ly, Wise made the further motion

THAT the Execubtive endeavor between now and the Zionist
Convention to prepare a list of delegates to be submitted
to the Convention, with the understanding that if the Con-
vention does not choose to accept it, we have an eletion
at the Convention.

Judge Rothenberg offered the folloking substitute motion:

THAT a list of delegates be prepared by the Executive,
taking into consideration qualifications, Reglonal re-
presentation, etc., to be submitted to the Convention
for approvaly that if the Convention approves the pro-
posed 1list, no election be held; if the Convention dis-
approves, 2n election be held at the Cornwvention.

iir.Rocker and Judge Ellenbogen offered the suggestion that in order to insure havirg
a representative delegation at the Congress, the Executive elect one-half or two-
thirds of the delegates and the Convention elect the balance.

" The Chairman pointed out that if we have an election, all of the delegates should be
elected and not only a part of the list.

A vote was then taken on Dr.Wise's motion and Judge Rothenberg's substitut e motion.
both were defeated -- 7 voting in favor; 9 opposed.




Mr. Goldberg moved

THUAT the method of electing delegates to the World
Zionist Congress, by the Zionist Convention, be con-
tinued.

The motion was seconded and earried.
iMr. Charles Ress then moved

THAT the Executive, through a sub-Committee, be
empowered to add names to the list of candidates

to be submitted for election at the Zionist Conven-
tion.

Mr. Ress' motion was seconded and unanimously carried.

Dr.Wise moved
THAT the Executive recommend to the Convention that
the delegates to the Convention be instructed to vote
for the minimum of 34 delpgates to which the Zionist
Organization of America is entitled; that if a ballot
is returned with only a part of the 34 candidates voted
for, the ballot shall be considered invalid.

The motion was seconded and carried.

Dr.Wise pointed out that this recommendation is binding upon the Convention unless
the Convention reverses it by a vote.

The Chairman presented the requests of Histadruth Ivrith and of Avukah that each be
allowed to name its own delegate to the World Zionist Congress.

A brief discussion ensued in which it was pointed out that (1) neither Histadruth
Ivrith nor Avukah is exclusively a Z2.0.A, affiliate, and (2) neither has succeeded
in securing independently the necessary minimum of 3,000 Shekel-payers to entitle
them to a delegate according to the Congress rules.

It was thereupon decided that the requests of Histadruth Ivrith and of Avukah for
delegates to the Congress be not granted.

MR, LOUIS LIPSKY:

Dr.Wise called attention to the illness of Mr. Lipsky who is at a hospital for ob-
servation, and suggested that a megsage be sent to him on behalf of the Executive,
expressing the hope that he will speedily be restored to health and to his useful-
ness to the Zionist movement.

Unanimously adopted.
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The Sacretaryzﬁattentim to the situatiofi existing in Cleveland, Ohio, where

the two Zionist Societies were functioning and enjoying the rights and privileges

of Districts. One of the Societies is accepting from its members dues of ¥4 a year.
Ihe other two groups in the community ask and receive $5 a year. The two groups
complain that the third group is offering, in the first place, unfair competition,
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and in the second place, officially every wmember of the third organization receives
a Z2,0,A, membership card from the National Office, stating that he has paid 5.00
dues to the organization. In the third place, they maintain that this is uncon-
stitutional, for the Constitution recquires a minimum of $5.00 a year. The 2Z,0.A.
receives from the third organization the same amount as it does from the other two,
namely, +3.00 out of every membership dues.

1t was recalled by some of the members present that this matter had been brought
up for consideration at the meeting of the Executive held on April 27, 1938. No
action wag taken, therefore, pending a reference to the minutes of that meeting.

PURCIIASE OF WOLFFSOHN BOOK:

The Chairman called attention to the "Life of David Wolffsohn" by Dr. Emil 8.Cohn,
which is about to appear. It was moved, seconded and unanimously carried

THAT the members of the Executive assume the obligation

of subscribing to 100 copies of this book -~ the cost of
same not to exceed the sun of 300,00 -~ the sale of the
books to be allocated awong the members of the Executive.

This motion was referred to the Finance Committee for i s approval.

CONVENTION PROGRAl:

The Chairman submitted the tentative program of the Convention.

Dr.Wise suggested that a Labor ilember of the House of Commons be invited to address
the Convention.

Ur.Gold man suggested that it would be wiser to have a Member of the Conservative
Party address the Convention.

In line with Dr,Goldman's suggestion, Dr.Wise proposed the name of Hon. Leopold S.
Amery, former Secretary for the Colonies. He suggested furtherwore that it would
be worthwhile spending 2,000 to bring over one outstanding Labor leader and one
Conservative leader.

Judge Ellenbogen suggested that good public relations require that if a sember of
Parliament is invited, a member of the United States Congress should also be invited.

Rabhi brichner asked what is the note to be struck at this Convention. le felt that
the Executive should crystallize its thinking and not come to the Convention to air
its views. He suggested that the Executive be called together in an all-day session
to discuss the implications of the White Paper for %jonism, for the Yishuv and par-
ticularly for the American Zionist Organization. There should be gome kind of a
congensus of opinion by the leaders of American Zjionism, he felt, to raise the hopes
of our people; to retain the mornle; to indicate how we feel, and how the Yishuv and
the rest of the Zionist world should stand.

It was pointed out by Dr.Wige and by Dr. Goldman that the question broached by Rabbi
Brickner had been considered by the Political Committee at its various meetings;
articles and editorials have appeared in The New Palestine, indicating the direction
in which American Zionism would have to move. Furthermore, Dr.Weizmann has been
agsked how to indicate the gemeral program, and there was a cable from Ben Gurion
stating that we are to continue to build and to buy land. It is, of course, to be
taken for granted, Dr.Goldman added, that the men who will be invited to speak at
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the Convention sessions will be asked not to gpeak ian general terms, but to give
their mind and thought to the situation as it is at present. On the other hand,
we shall have to wait for the Zionist Congress in Geneva for a definition of future

policy.

Rabbi Briclkmer said he felt that tne Convention must work out some formula; that it
does not seem quite logical or necessary for American Zionists to wait altogether
for a program. Every country in the world, including the Yishuv, is confused, but
out of their confusion they will go on working and living, and in the midst of their
confusion they will build some kind of a program. Upon every national convention
there is an obligation to struggle with the problem, he urged, and to work out its
program as it sees fit.

Dr.Uoldman stated that a definite program of action for the Yishuv and for the
general political front will be defined at the Zionist Congress. As for our own
position here in America, and what we are to say in American Zionism, he believed
that despite the fact that the matter requires serious t hinking, we shall after much
thinking be doing what we did extempora neously at meetings that we had in the last
several weeks. First, all of us know that we are to continue to build in Palestine;
secondly, we are all agreed to resist the Yritish. The form which that resistance
will teke will have to be defined by the Congress, and perhaps even more by the
Yishuv than by the Congress. Thirdly, in our own situation here we will have to
have considerable discussion with our non-Zionist and anti-Zionist friends. We will
have to answer again the question of Americanism and Zionism. Our program is going
to be an intensification of Zionist propaganda, of %4ionist education, a reaffirma-
tion of our right to Palestine and of our determination to build it.

Judge Rothenberg observed that if the Yishuv is not acting quickly in the situation,
he for one is willing to assume that there are some reasons for it. So far as this
country is concerned, he soid he haos rarely seen such activity as was shown by the
President of the Zionist Organization and by his associates. Offieially, everything
has been done that could be done.

Ur.Wise felt that VYr.Goldnan's Presidential address at the Convention will strike
the keynote of the Convention proceedings. He said that even if we had a great pro-
gram prepared he would urge that we wait until the Congress, for he believed that
American Zionists should keep their minds open.

YOUNG JUDAEA —- SUBVENTION:

Mr.Rocker called attention to the fact that at the meeting of the Executive held on
April 13, 1939, the Finance Committee requested the Executive to increase the sub-
vention of Young Judaea from $5,000 to 7,500, stating at the pame time that Young
Judaea had been granted an increase of ¥1,125 by the Finance Committee. The Executive
turned down the request of the Finance Committee and the President expressed himself
quite plainly on the matter; a motion was passed in which it was stated that the
v6,000 that was already woted by the Finance Committee should stand, and the resent-
ment of the Executive was expressed. Wr.Rocker recalled that the Executive, when
consid ering the budget, had allowed the additional sum of 2,500 which was to be dis-
tributed by the Finance Committee under the mandate of the Convention, and that the
Finance Committee acted thoroughly within its rights in granting the requost of loung
Judaea for an additional subesidy of ¥1100. #r, Rocker stated that he had been request-
ed by the Finance Committee, as their spokesman, to arrange that the Executive remove
from the minutes of the April 13th meeting all of the sentiments expressed therein
vhich reflect on the ability of the Finance Committee. Mr,Rocker added that theFin-
ance Comnittee had appointed a sub-committee to look into the question of youth sub-
gidies, meetings were held with representatives of the three organizations, and every-
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thing that wgs done wns entirely within the rights of the Finance Committee. The

Finance Comnittee now asks that the Executive grant the additional subsidy of +1,075
to Young Judaea.

The Chairman stated that to the best of his knowledge there never came before the
Executive a request from the Finance Committee to allow Young Judaea an additional
subvention. The report came to the Executive that the Finance Committee had voted
and wag already issuing checks for Young Judaea on the basis of a budget which

Young Judaea had increased for itself. It was not a request before us to vote on a
matter; we were presented with a fait accompli. Because of this fact the Executive
expressed resentment and the Chair joined in that resentment. Furthermore, “r.Goldusr
added, tae Convention never get aside an extra 5,000 or %2,500 for specific youth
groups; the Convention did not list Young Judaea or any other group; the Convention
set aside 2,500 for additional youth subsidies. At no time do we find in the min-
utes of the Finance Committee that the Finance Committee turmed to the other youth
organizations and asked them to submit their budgets of the previous years or to
submit their additionnl needs, and then proceeded to make an allocation of the $2,500
on the basis of those requests. Apparently Young Judaea assumed that it can take

out of that money the sum of ¥1,125 without consulting the others. The fact re-
maing, Dr.Goldman said, that the other youth organizations have turned to the Presi-
dent amd to the Executive, from time to time, for additional allocations, amd the
President did not even brimg any of these requests before the Executive. The Execu-
tive then was confronted with this: It would receive a report that the Finance Com-
mittee had acted in behalf of one of the youth groups in disregard of all the others,

Mr.5iegel felt that the Finance Committee has a right to feel offended by the form of
the action taken by the Executive at its meeting on April 13.

Mr.Ress said he was somdwhat shocked by the language in the mimutes in reference to
the Finance Committee. The Chairman is quite correct, he sdd, in the gtatement that
the minutes of the Finance Committee did not reflect exactly what the Finance Commit-
tee did. The sub-committee interviewed representatives of the youth organizations;
it gave the matter a great deal of attention and came to the conclusion that the only
organization which could use the slight addition to the subsidy which could be given
them, with sufficient value, was Young Judaea. Perhaps the sub-committee was wromng
in its conclusion, Mr.Ress added, but it was not a hasty conclusion. In the Finance
Vomoittee something happened which is respongible for the lack of clarity in the min-
utes; the report of the sub-committee does not appear as such in the minutes of the
Finance Comnittee, but is written up in an informal way. The Finance Committee still
thinks that where the Convention added $2,500 for youth subsidies and the ®xecutive
had taken no action; and where there nppears in the minutes of the Executive a gen-
eral resclution authorizing the Finance Committee to adjust certain budgetary items
which needed adjustment in the funds, it is at least open to question as to whether
the Finance Committee did not have the right to tuke the additional 2,500 and adjust
it in its judgment to the youth groups. MWr.Ress added that he did not think that the
Chair or the Executive should assume that the Finance Committee did not act strictly
within its prerogative. The Finance Committee should have made a recommendation to
the Executive, instead of acting, but on the other hand, the Executlve is not very
correct in its decision.

The Chairman observed that there are two things involved which must be kept apart:
(1) the question of whether the expressions made at the meeting of the Executive

and the language appearing in the minutes should stand or not; (2) the question of
principle involved. If the sub-committee of the Finance Committece met with the
several youth groups, it should have been reflected somewhere in the minutes of the
Finance Committee or in the report that reached the Executive. It is not reflected,




Furthermore, Dr.Goldman said, he had reason to believe that the matter needs fur-
ther investigation because of the statement made at this meeting of theExecutive
that the only organization to whom the funds should be allocated was Young Judaea.
If Masada received funds without bringing it to the attention of the Executive,Dr.
Goldman declared, he would personally express resentment and would ask the Execu-
tive to join with him, If sagada can go to the Finance Committee and get some
help, and if Avukah can do likewise, -- Dr.Goldman wondered why it is that, in

the course of the year, he constantly keeps on receiving letters containing requests
from these youth groups, begging for %50 and $100. If the Finance Committee had
available $2,500, why did it not allocate that money on the basis of their budgets,
Dr. Yoldwan asked. If that has been done, it is not reflected in the minutes of
the Finance Committee. Furthermore, it is not reflected in the pressure beirg
brought to bear upon the Executive by the youth groups. Dr.Goldman reiterated tat
during the meetings at which he has presided there has never come a request from
Young Judaea, such as Mr.Rocker states was brought before us.

br,Rocker stated that as Chairman of the Finance Committee he felt that the 6,100
voted to Young Judaea was absolutely within the province of the Finance Committee,
and that there was no justiftication whatever in the language used by the President.
He requested that the whole matter be stricken from the minutes of the April 13,1930
meeting of the Executive, and that the request made at the present meeting of the
Exeoutive be given consideration.

Ur,Yoldman continued that, at the April 15 meeting, when the Executive was present-
ed the bare statement #ithout any background and the checks were already issued

for on advance in the subvention of one of the subsidiary organizations, among his
remarks were that "we have been thinking the entire year in terms of reorganizatiom
and depertmentalization; a Committee was appointed which presented us with a memo-
randum; the Executive at two meetings voted first on the adoption of the memorandum
iz principle, and at the #pril 13 meeting proceeded to implement the memorandum by
voting the establishment of a youth department as part of the Z.0.,A."; and then,
while this reorganization is going on, we are suddenly confronted by the fact that
one organization has taken it upon itself to suddenly expand its work.

iwr.Cowen moved
THAT the Secretary be requested to correct the

minutes and to eliminate anything that reflects
on the Finance Committee.

Mr, Ress moved, and it was seconded and unanimously carried

THAT a sub-committee of the Executive be appointed

to confer, as quickly as possible, with a Committee
of the Finance Committee regarding the difference of
opinion that has arisen between the Finance Committee
and the Executive with respect to the matter of addi-
tional disbursements to Young Judaea and other youth
organizations;

THAT the Committee report its findings to the next
meeting of the Executive;

THAT until such report is made by the Committee to
the Executive, action bty the Executive bearing on
this matter be postponed.
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dr.ozold suggested that the two Committees have the power to consider the remest
for the additional money. So far as general principle is concerned, ir. Szold
pointed out, one thing is perfectly clear: on the general proposition of auth-
ority, there is no question but that the Finance Comunittee is subject, generally
spe eking, to the Executive. However, we learn today that the Convention passed
a resolution which appears on its face to grant $2,500 to be spent by the Finance
Comnittee without the consent of theExecutive. If that is so, it is something
specific and furnishes no precedent for anything.

QRGANIZATIONAL REPRESENTATION AT Z.0.A. CONVENTION:

The Secretary submitted a list of organizations that are annually invited to send
delgates to the Z,0.A. Convention with voting rights. This practice dates back to
1920, Mr. dargulies pointed out. He suggested that there be a definite ruling on
this matter by theExecutive, in view of the new ruling on the matter of Z.0.A. del-
egates.

Mr. Szold moved

THAT the officers of the Zionist Organization
of America be empowered to decide regarding
the amatter of representation of other organiza-
tions at the Z,0,A, Convention.

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried.

FINAL MEETING OF EXECUTIVE:

1t was tentatively decided to hold the final meeting of the Executive on Friday,
June 23.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 P.u,
Respectfully submitted,
MORRIS WARGULIES

Secretary
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111 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK

June 11, 18939

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I beg to direct your attention to the attached copy
of a statement by David Ben Gurion, entitled "The
Great Betrayal", containing & comprehensive analysis
of the new British policy embodied in the White Paper.

To my knowledge, this statement, which comprises four
whole pages in The Palestine Pn;t., is the most expert
and clear-cut reply published by a leader of the Jewish
Agency to the British planm.

With Zion's Greetings,

Binnurely yours, Vl/)a
i A
Morris Margulies
Secretary
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Loumns E. LEVINTHAL
Chairman, Admin, Comm.

Luowic LEWISOHN
Homorary Secretary

Mommis MARGULIES
Secretary

Mogkis WEINBERG
Trearurer

EXECUTIVE Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
The Temple
Cleveland, Ohio

On behalf of Dr. Solomon Goldman and of the Z.0.A. Executive,
I cn‘rdially invite you to address the closing session of the
fortacoming Zionist Convention scheduled for Wednesday morning,
June 28, at the Palestine Pavilion of the New York World's Fair

I earnestly hope that you will find it possible to send
affirmative reply. ™~ : s

ELu D. STONE Eagerly awaiting your acceptance, I am, with kind regards,

Arrociate Members

mﬁ“ Cﬂ;:_lﬂmw Sincerely yours,

Eveazar LIPSKY

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Louis P. Rocker
Chairman

SaMUEL BERSON
SoL COHEN

A. K. ErsTRIN
Harxy P. FiEnsT
Damer FriScH
GusTAVE KLAUSNER

SicMuND THAU
A. 1. UstanDER
Momris WEINBERG

IsmaEL MALTIN
Aunditor




June 18, 1939

Mr., Morris Margulies, Secretary
Zionist Organiration of America
111 Fifth Avenue

New York, N.Y.

My dear Mr. Margulies:

Thank you for your kind letter of June 12
and for the invitation which you extend to me to addrecs
the closing session of the Convention of the Zionist
Organization of America on June 29th. As my family and I
are sailing for Burope on June 21st, it will not be
possible for me to attend the Convention and to accept
your kind invitation.

With best wishes, I remsain

Very sincerely yours,
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SUGGESTED TELEGRAM

PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

THE PRESIDENT

WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON, D.C,

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, RESPECTFULLY PETITION YOU, MR. PRESIDENT,
TO GIVE PUBLIC EXPRESSION TO THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT'S SYMPATHY
WITH THE JEWISH NATIONAL HOME POLICY UNDER THE PALESTINE
MANDATE AND TO INTERCEDE WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO THE

END OF KEEPING OPEN THE GATES OF THE HOLY LAND FOR A LARGESCALE
JEWISH IMMIGRATION AND AS A HAVEN FOR THE REFUGEES.

(SIGNATURES)
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@3rd GENERAL ASSEMBLY BJ R /AT
REGULAR SESSI1ON
1939 -~ 1940
MR. KASCH

JOINT RESCLUTIOR

Memorielizing congress %o adopt legislation
relative 1o the purchase of all private and
pubtlic property in one of the states ol the
United Stetes to be used as a home land for

Jewish reiugees.

NHERBAS, Members of the Jewish race are being persecuted
by some foreign governments; and

WHEREAS, These many thousands of members of thet race are
forced to surrender their property and civil liberties to those
forelgn governments apd are forced to leave these foreign nations
under serious economiec pressure; and

4HEREAS, The economic condition of those people ls a serious
problem to the several governments of the world, which economic con-
dition csn be materially allevieated by the government of the United
States of America, which government cen bring immediate reliéf to
the many thousands of such refugees who are now in aore distress and
dire need; now, therefore

BE IT RESCLVED PY THE GENERAL ASSEMELY OF THE STATE OF OHIOQ,
That we, the members of the ninéty-third general assembly memorialize
the congreas of the United States to enact legislation relative to
the financing of the purchase of all of the private, corporate and
public property, both real and personal in one of the forty-eight
states of the United States to be resold to a publie corporation,
controlled, supervised and operated by a commission of members of the
Jewish resce with fhe antire purchase price to be repaid by the members

of that ramce who may reside therein within one hundred years after

the date of such purchase; and




BE IT FURTHER RESCULVED, That such state shall become & Jewish
homé land and atate of refuge Ifor all Jews who are not now residents
of the United States and who are or may in the future be refugees of
a foreisn country; and

BE IT FURTHER KESCLVLD, That the preseni immigration restriections,
be s0o modified as to permit the entry into this country of forseign Jews
who are or may be persecuted persons and who may desire to become &
resident of such Jewish home state and who as a prerequisite of sueh
entry, which entry shall be under the supervision of a newly created
board of Jewish immigration, =hell agree thet those s0 admitted bLecome
residents of sueh Jewish home state and thet they and their children
shall remain residents of such state for the length of their lives;
and

BE IT¥ FURTHEER RECOLVED,Thet the purchase of such state of the
United S5tates must be agreed to by a majority vote of the elsotors of
such state; and

BE IT FURTEER RESCLVED, That we urge each of the Ohio senators
and concressmen to lend their aid apnd support to the enactment of such
legislation at the earliest time possible; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be trans-
mitted to the president of the United States, Hon, Franklin D. Roosevelt,

and to ench senator and congressman from Ohio serving in congress,






