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THE EXECOTIVE: 

Dear Friend: 

August 4, 1938. 

In order to discuss the present situation in 

Palestine with special reference to Defense and to 

consider the suggestion of an action to be taken by the 

Zionist Organization of .America bearing upon defense, 

A special meating of the Executive of the 

z.o.A. will be held for that purpose only, on Thursdq 

afternoon, .August 11th, 1938 at 4:00 P. K. at the 

Zioni1t Headquarters, 111 Fifth Aveme, Bew York City• 

Very cordially yours, 

f,-,,.,.:,, 1 ~ 
Louis Lipsq, J 

Vice-President 

CABLE AOORE:SS 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY 'S CODE 
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117 dear Sll..-ert 

Aupat 5, l9S8. 

On Thur~ efflling, Septeaber 151'.h, at t.he lotel 
Coaodore, 42Ad Street and Lexington Avenue, the Zionilt 
Or1anisat1on ot Merl.ca will g:l:n a dinner in honor or it• 
newq elected Preaident, Dr. Sol0110D Goldaan, wbo 1• now 
enroute to Pal.eat.in• tor a brief T.leit 1n order to bring to the 
Iillmw in 1 ts pre1111t hour ot atrea• a ... aa,e ot hope and con­
fidence troa the Zionist• ot Allen.ca, and renn hie contact 
with the creatiTe lite in the homeland. 

I• to serve as chail'IUID or the conlttee to arranp 
thia dinner, 161.c:h will be an occuion not only' tor a cordial 
nlcoae to Dr. Goldman, hit al.10 t,o bring together the Zionist 
workers or thia cit,- in a spirit of coaradeahip and rededication 
to our tut ot rendering 11axlmu11 aerrlce to the cauae ot Pal­
eatine Rebuilding. 

I • inviting ••bera or the Executive, In ~ork 
••bera ot tb• Ac:bdni~tift CMllittee -.d other trienda 
to Mrve on the Dinner 0111111:ttee. I await 7ou.r acceptance 
to NrY• on tbia con1 tMe and tru•t that I aq count upon 
your tull cooperation 1n arranglng thia illportant 1'mlct1on. 
J'omal 1nv.ltationa will be •111t later bot aeanwbile pleue 
reaerYe the date ot Septellber 15th tor y011raelt and your 
t'riends. 



MINUTES OF Z,O,A. EXEOJTIVE HELD ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 11 1 1938, 4:30 P, M. AT THE 

OFFICE OF THE Z,O.A., 111 FIFI'H AVENUE, NE iT YORK CITY. 

PRESENT: Messrs. Lipsky (in the Cl1a.ir), Goldberg, Lewisobn, Ress, Rocker, 
Rothenberg, Siegel, Szold, Ueinberg; Dr. Harris Levine (representing 
Order Sona of Zion) Eleazar Lipsey ,nd Cohen (representing ycuth 
organizations). 

Excuaas for absence from:- Rtlbbi :Brickner, Dr. Isru.el Goldstein, Meyer Levy, 
A, H, Rosenberg, Judge Mack, Sii:on Shatzer, Elihu. Stone. 

PALESTINE DEFENSE RIND: 

Mr. Lipsey stated tba.t the princitnl iterr. on the o.gand.o. of thia ri:.eating 
was the ~tter of the Palaatine Defense Fund. 

Ha reported on a, rr.seting of the Palestine Defense C01-:. i ttee held the 
other day, with the participation of rapresent~tives of ~11 tha Zionist p~rtiea, 
including the Mizrachi, Poale Zion .:md lhdassah, as well as sorr.e r:.aobers of thia 
Executive Comr:ii ttee. The Uizra.chi reprea entativas, in particular, v1ere exceed­
ingly a.larr;ed over the situation, and were launching an Err.ersency Ca.r:.pa.ign in the 
Jewish Morning Journal. It was felt a.t tha.t ,:.eeting, hov,rever, t!1a,t no lo.rge-scale 
emergency campaign throughout the United States \"las possible in ilugu.st or ea.rly in 
Septe~ber, but that soma action be ta.ken by all the Zionist Org!\lliaations in the 
line of the Mifdei &.zioni, o.:pproved by the Actions Coc:nittee, calling UfOn a.ll 
Zionists +,o contribute to the Zrrergency Fund for Defense. It nas agraed by those 
present at the Deft3nsa Corrni ttee rr.eeting that the vo.rioua Organizations be urged 
to eall upon their respective r:emberships for contributions to this Defense 
Fund, and Mr. Lip~ ✓romiaed the r,seting that .1 e "Jou.ld su.boit to the Exacutive 
Of the ZOA tne question of an appeal for individual self-taxation on the pa.rt of 
thO ZOA rr.ernbarship. 

I~. Lipsky a.ddad that the Va.ad Bitachon is collecting funds through in­
ciivi.d\Jal sol1ci ta.tion; tha.t Mr,. Feinstein, ,.-~ho 1-.ad been sant here by tha Jewish 
Agenay in connection with this activity, l:a.d collected over $30,000 in ca.eh; .;md 
that t~a Coc:ittee under the direction of Miss Udin is working vary syate~-:atically 
a.nd g.iietly along this line. 

Tha following cilscuasion ensued on the question of a direct appeal to the 
membership. 

Mr. Rocker believed that the appeal tc the r:e~ erahip s 1ould be for the 
Va.ad. Bi ta.chon Fund only, 

Mr. Lipsky t-eplied tho.t it ie ireateria.l whether the r.:oney goes to the 
Emergency Fund of the Executi~e in Palestine or directly for the Defensa Fund. 

Mr. Szold was 0£ the opinion that the latter should be sent to the Chair­
men apprising them of tbs situation and aaking thee to get the local Zionists to 
contribute to the 1-fe nae Fu.nd.1 bu.t that the local Zionists should not be solic-
1 ted d.ireotlt from the Na.tional Office. Instead they should be asked 'by t'heir 
District Officers to undertake a specific cpota. 
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Mr.Rase st1.tad t:-...:i. t -. latter s!:. uld f :' t r .11 t!w r:~<3r:cars v1it;1.:1. 
spacial sup~le~entary latter to1he District 0f£1cera. 

Mr. G---ld'berg beliaved t!mt an :,,ppeo.l to the r:;e-.,jars:iip w:uld result in 
sr.cill ccntricuti 'ns £ r the Defense lnmd. Instead, ::. atreng a1.-,1ja.J.l shculd a 
::::idefcr the Er:argency ]\ind, vvith a. separate letter tc the District Officers a.skinr; 
tharr. to e~rz:nrk soP-e of that r:oney f0r the Defense Fund. 

Judge Rothenberg ex~raasad the opinion th~ t it w"'uld a very c "nfusing 
to a.pI,e.:il fort wo different funds. Inate.:id, \1· a sr.culd ci: ncen tro.te on M ar:.ergency 
effort, and thereafter aa t a. side p-'.J.rt for the Bi to.chon, 

Mr.Raes raised the question whether we h.~ve tr.a ri[.:ht, in view of our 
rala.tioba with the U. P.A., to send uut J.n appea l for an er..ergency fund. 

Ju.dge Rothenberg re~liad tmt 1 t w::uld "c e n. g rave r.J.atake t0 use the 
w- rd II dafanse" publicly in the api:;eal, since the British Governcent a till f crbida 
tha arr:ing of private citizens. 

Dr. Lewisohn recognized the va.lidity of Judge Rothenberg' s cbjection, 
and suggeatadtha use of the vvord "security" instead cf "defense". 

Mr. Siegel. howaver, wn.s of' t:1e 01-ibion that the word "defense" has a. 
definite paycholor,ical value at the prasant c cosnt, 

It Vlt\e finally rr;oved, seocndad .:md oarriad 

THAT o. latter'besent out toevary individuo.1 nez::ber of tba 
Z.O,A~ regarding e elf-taxation for the Paleatina U:Jf'snse Fund; 
tho.t t!1is letter be reinforced by letters or telegrams to the 
District Chairman and ether import~nt District Officers, ~nd 
tJ.,.at tba letter e signed by a. cot:T.1.ittee of five fer the ka0.1tive. 

, 

MORDECAI S C!IDARTZ: 

Mr. Lipsky called ,1 ttention to the eff ~ rts 'being r:-ade to a acure the 
pardon or cotm.Uta.t1·'"'n of t~1e den.th santenca of Mcrdeca.1 Scb.wartz, who r.1.s bean 
conderr.ned to die naxt T uesdcy, ;_ er the rr.urder of an Arn.b policeman. He fu.rt!1ar 
pl"inted 0ut th,_-,_t :.ne of t~ judges w:10 tried the c asa l1ad said t~~t t:~ere i.a.e in­
sufficient evidence to convict Schwartz. 

After soma discussi •)n, 1 t wo.s z:i.oved, seconded .:.nd c~rried. 

THAT -J. ccJ.ble be sent to the .Executiva in Lond".,n-,e 2.lling 
a.ttanticn to the f'n.ct that t e decision to execute Schwartz 
next Tuesday ia disturbing Jews here, cl.lld tc ask for laniancy. 

POLITIC.AL SITUATIO: 

Mr. Lipsky called :i.ttantion to the :£:l.c t t 11a t a. n'UI;;ber of Jews here ara 
,{.eating wit .. Ar.-ib s fer t ha purpJse of exploring w2.ys of peace, i:ur.c,ng then~ Rabbi 
Dra.clur.an, ru..,·~1 Cardozo, Rabbi Herbart Gol.d.ltein, Dr. Gorelick, o. l r~Rotll8n"berg 
:zi.nd Prof. Hans Kohn. 

Mr. Lipsq also called attention to the letter of Kati ah in The New 
York Timas of la.st Sunday, regarding a round-ta.ble discussion, He ha.d drafted 
a.nd aent ~ reply to T11a Til::-sa. 
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Dr. Lewiaohn su.ggeatad t :ut t .l8 orga.niza.tion .circularize tne newspapers 
advising them that these pars ~ns w:.o are L-;aating with tho Arabs do not rspra1ent 
ua; ~d t:ut a. lettar b 3 sent to Dr. ~ iae a'b.·ut t hit. 

C~ntinuing on tr.a p li tica l s1tu.c: .. t1 :Jn, Mr. G~ldberg stated t hut t :111 
silence on tha Fl,rt of Dr. Weizrra.nn ia having a bJ.d effect, 1ince Zionists are 
:i:nxi,:•ualy awa.i ting some word of reassurQ.nce from hie. 

Mr. Li:i_:a Icy pointed t t :- :i.t Dr. laizroann is 111 :md undergo ing treatment 
f or ~ tl"'.iro t :iilmant. 

Dr. Lewiachn su.ggaated t ~"'.t o.. etrJ.temont be aent out t o t :::.e antira 
Ar..aric-:m preaa. 

Mr. Goldberg suggastad t !11. t ~ c :1.ble b o a ent t ~ Dr. Jaizr.'ki.nn -1.Sking hir.i 
for 3 reassuring statarr~nt for ~blic~tion. 

After f'u.rt!:er discussi :in, it \V c'.l8 r.:oved, sec r: nded n.nd c=irriad 

THAT~ ~anifaato of ~ll t~a P~rtiae be issued to the 
Jer::s of t 1:is ocur.try, in t ::a n: ture of r vo.asuring thsr:l 
t!~~t 0ur ide 1.ls will ultir.Ately triurr.ph in spite of c.u.r 
pr0sant difficulties; md t h;,.v t Messrs. Cnldberg 1.nd Lewis~hn 
dr~ft such eta.terr.ant. 

; 

l'EW PALESTINE .ADVERTISillG: 

Mr. Rockar subrr.1 ttad ~ suggesti "'n t .. Y't :_1.d cor::e t 0 hir.. for a. t: .. aatrico.l 
~~ge in T~a N3w P~laatine to include revi3wa ~nd ~dvertisarrsnte and v~ich rrci,y 

yield :m inc -:- r.e : f ~ b:.ut $300. 

Meeting ·.'\.dj urned. ,,. t 6 :15 P. H. 

Res·)ectfully su mi tted, 
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Ra.b1 i ~ .. bb'3.. •• ill el Sibrer, 
'.[he Temple , 
..;a.st 105th :::.t . ,..t 'Ylsel .,oc.d , 
Glevel d , 

De r .abbi ~ilve : 

1 .r,t d 1 • • • -" • t dd h t t' .• 1 er e 1. v _, 1.ng; so . ..1._ 1.ce . • n e s us :rou vc a ne 

~A 1N'A 

P OF GUS AVE LAUS E 
Chd rmdn, Un red P• ,r t Aop di 

DR ALE S 'OLF 
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Phone CHestnut 61,U 

last £.,ioni ~t vonvent: o ., I told : ou that I ·;: G ver • ...... "':.xio s to 
have rou c et~~ invitation o come to 0t . o is to address 
our o ~ niza tio 1 s01.cti .,.,e durin • e ne six 1 onths . You 
told me "I .. i,_:ht 11 

• 

I ... :e this o rortuni t·• to re .. 1incl ·-ou ~ te .t ti ve rouise - ... ... t 

anxio sb hopin ) that r u ', ill do 3 nnl favor in 
c ept · n 0 on en;.;, ~;eme1t • . ny d te le "iith .'c' '"i - be 

acce table to ut . Louis . Imrever, ·re nre in u ur... inc.:; our 
. ember ship ca.-npai.::;n yr' t the openin

0 
of the ... all cti vi tios • 

. e e: ect to close the earn <t • r:n a. out the 1 t. of Dece:.1ber. ~ ~ 

. e • re .t.: r ·in,.). to enroll an e.d i tional 150 1:1eIT:bers {;O as to 
bring t e ut . !.. ·is total to 25UO . Lo.st June -r•o presented 
Dr. :ise 1·:-ith 1,0 0 r1er.bers an • J ·muld err .. c. lire to 
_ resent L•ou ·ti th a testimonial cf 1500 r e::nbcrs . .ill th t "'erve 
as an incentive for :o to co e tout . Lcu:s? 

lease l et me hear fro·:1 o • ... 

D : dl 
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$2.50 per cover 
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MINUTES Oi ME.mING OF Z.O.A. EXECUl'IVE HELD ON DilNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1938, 
8:30 P.M., Nr TEE OFFICE OF TBE z. O. A., 111 FIFTH AVENU!, HEW YORI CITY. 

PRESENT; · Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the eh.a.it); Messrs. Morris Rothenberg,Robert 
Szold, Stephens. Wise, Lud.Wig Lewisohn, Morris Margulies, DavidBerenstein, 
:Barnett R.Brickner, Charles A. Cowen, Harry M.Fisher, Harry Friedberg, A. H. 
Friedland, Abra.J:inl~ Goldberg, Abraham Goldstein, Israel Goldstein, Jar.,es G.Heller, 
Ed~ard L. Israel, Harris J. Levine, Israel H. Levinthal, Irving Miller, Charles 
Ress, A. H.Rosenberg,Carl Sherman, William I.Siegel, Elihu D.Stone, Mrs. Judith 
Epstein (representing Hadassa.~), Lawrence Cohen (representing Avukah); by invita­
tion: Sarnu.el Berson, Sol Cohen, Barry P.Fierst, Abraham Krunbein, Louis Ri csky, 
Louis P.Rocker, Sigcrund Thau, Morris Weinberg, Meyer w. Weisgal; Jacob Golub, 
Israel Maltin,Robert Silveroan; Mrs. Jacobs and Mrs.Shulman (Ha.dassah). 

Excuses for lJ'on-Attendence \7ere receivedfrom Judge Henry Ellenbogen and Meyer Levy. 

REPORT OF DR. GOLD:.:Afi: 

I do ·not lrnow tl1at I ought to in the fer, rninutes that 1Wlll"1t to take, duell on 
Poland, Austrin, or even Czechosl~vakia. I think I ought to proceed irJill(ldiately 
to Palestine and to 'iny just this: I spent seven aays altogether in the country. 
I arrived on a Thursda;y- and left the follor,ing Thursday. I assure you that I 
crowded in the seven d~rs as much aa it was humanly possible. I root individually 
some 60 or 70 people a day, in addition to several public assemblies, and travel­
ling through the country. I saw the danger spots of the country. I was i11 .A.in 
Hashofet,the .Ar:ierican colony narned after Justice Brandeis, as well as Hanilita. 
I was in Tel Aviv, of course, Jerusalen, and Haifa. 

A8 to the terror that seems to be u;pperr.iost inihe minds of us all: The terror 
has not terrorized the Yishu.b. It has terrorized the Arabs much more. The Ara.be 
are leaving Palestine by the thousands. Land can be purchased now at o etter prices 
than perhaps in .a decade. Throughout the colonies the confidence of the Yishub 
is inspiring and is a source of hope and the conviction of ultimate victory. It 
is also true of large numbers in the cities, but on the whole, urban populations 
.&:eo not different, even in Palestine,from what they are throughout the world,. 
Many in Tel Aviv and 11any in Jerusalen and rnany in Haifa are not ES inspiring' or 
as encouraging or as determined as the people throughout the colonies. As a mat­
ter of fact, there is another reason, besides the difference between the farm and 
the city. The Arabs have, to translate a phrase used so frequently in Palestine, 
made peace l1i th the colonies. They have come to realize that their attacks are 
useless, that they have to count invariably heavy losses. In Hannita today there 
is a roor.1 in the central build.ing,for rec:living Arabs and for conferences rlith 
them. The Arab who sold most of the land ~hich now belongs to Hannita expressed 
the hope that he would lbe allowed to die in the n idst of the Jewish boys and girls 
there. He said to them: 'I know that you will t aka care of me in rny old age.' 
In cities, the situation is not as easily controlled. You can shoot in Tel Aviv 
and in Haifa; you can throu bombs, and, as Mr. .icDonal d said to several mpresenta­
t i vee of the Agency: 1Not even the Gerr.:ian .Arrzy could protect anyone of tnese cit­
ies completely against a terror.• The most serious phase is the mining. Mines 
cannot 1B :9laced, or are placed with extrene difficulty, where the roads are fin­
ished• paved. In the opinion of people with whom I discu.ssed the oatter* 60% of 
the Jewish casualties might have been avoided if more roads had been paved. Tl!at 
is particularly true of the t,10 danger spots in the country -- Ramat Hakovesh and 
Ain Hashofet. I reached Rar.nat Hakovesh the day they finished the new road; but 
the boys nnd girls who are in Ai·1 Hashofet are the Maccabees of the day. There 
is no road; there is no approach; you climb there ns Jonathan did over the moun-
tains. The .Agency has give"t'l them $2,500 to $3,000 towards tbeir 1klvishf, but 
they need another $4,000 or ~,COO, and those $4,000 or $5,000 may nake a differ­
ence in sav i ng a number of lives in Ain Hashofet. 
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I do not Hant to leave the impression that the terror isfelt in the cities, that 
is, that the Je~s in the cities are terrorized, ~tis not qo, ln ~el Aviv, and 
in Jerusalen and Haifa I moved about without any protection, with perfect ease, in 
an open car. The Tel Aviv beach was crowded, the theatre uas packed, the moving 
picture nouses were packed, so were the ca:t'ee. It uas equally true of Jerusalem 
a-rid of Haifa. Life is going on in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Haifa was until just 
t,10 mont:-is ago the ideal city as far as Je,vish-Arab relations were concerned, until 
the bor.1bing of tl-ie L1a.rket. Since then trere is practically no relations:1ip be­
tween the tv,o cou1::n:u1i ties. The Arab stores are er.rpty in the Jewish sect ion, and 
the Jev,ish stores are enpty in the .1:rab section. An effort is being 1,1a.de now to re­
establish comr_ru.:1icat ions between the tvro elements. The Haifa ~ab is more corruner­
cial-minded. An a -J0~1omic pressure is bringing him to his sen.a '3S much nore rapidly 
than in other parts of the country. I oonclude this part of the report of the 
terror by saying that the Arabs are more terrorized (by the Arabs) than the Jews. 
Many Arabs are deserting Palestine, and the Je\1s can now buy land which they could 
not possibly purchase a fe\1 years ago. Tho gravest phase of the Palestinian sit­
uation is not the terror, but its effect on the economic life of the Yishub. The 
depression today is not as serious as we take it to be here. Our understanding of 
it is exaggerated~ But if it were to continue as it is nou for a..-riother half year 
or a year, the situation will be veryaerious. The renedy is not so nm.ch halting 
the terror as providing an Ali~ah -- immigration - into the oou11try. 

Now as to the political situation - the political situation, as you la1ow, is not 
altogether located iJ Palestine. It is also in Loadon. Briefly,Dr. Weizmann, 
Mr.Ben Gurion, Prof.Brodetsky, Ml•.Shertok, know nothing definite about the out­
come of the 0omr.1ission Report. They will know by the end of the month - so they 
hope. And as soon as any knowledge is available, hefore it is even reported any­
where else, it uill be reported to Dr.Wise and Mr. Lipsky a~d this Executive. But 
there are conjectures gathered in Palestine as '7811 as in London. The J 0 seph Levy 
report, wbich is spread ~idaly becauseof the prestige of the New York Tines, is 
definitely a falsehood, it is a fabrication fron the beginning to the end. Mr. 
MacDonald is aut oritatively quoted as saying tbat only an enemy of the Jew could 
have been guilty of spreading such a rut1or. Mr. MacDonald is also quot0d auth­
oritatively as saying t at l1e does not kno,1 what the Commission will report. Con­
jectures a.re that partition will renain in principle, but will not be imr.-iediately 
inplemented; tl'rt the British will define a Jeuish area and into trot area Jews 
willbe able to come in accordance uith the principle of absorptive capacity. But 
that, I say, is a conjecture. I l1ave this from rner:ibers of the Agency and I gath­
ered it from other sources in Palestine. One particular source - and I t hink the 
best man, uho perhaps is in a better posit ion that raost of our own people- a non­
Jew - I :regret tbat I can:1ot mention his name, but a reliable source who gave me 
the same r0}_Jort -- I later discovered tallied v,i th r,hat I heard i :1 London. 

There is a general feeling in Palestine, as well as in London, that the Jews of 
the United States must non begi·1 to play a far more important role in Zionist a:f­
fairs than they have hitherto, not only with regard to the privilege we have enjoyed 
hitherto of raising funds, but in the political affairs of Zionism. The Agency will 
turn to us very shortly and ask us to establish without delay a Political Depart­
ment in Washington. IDetails of it will come with a letter and ,1e shall have tine 
to discuss it when the cocmrunication reaches us. 

Here then is the JS chology of the terror situation, the economic, the political 
situation in the Yishub and generally about Palestine. 

One word in conclusion: The Yishtib has passed the experimental stage. It is now 
deeply rooted &"'ld can_ ot be overthrown except by an unexpected catastropho, - a 
world war that might ass'U.100 proportions that we cannot foresee. There is today 
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in Palestine a 3e\1ish Homeland. The Jens have established there power-houses which 
cannot be out off by the Arabs. niey have their own road.a which cannot be shut off 
by the Arabs. They have their dti,oc\ oor:ununications; they have their self-defense1 
they have the complete paraphernalia of a Jewish Homeland., and the conviction is 
deep that the Yishub is there to stEcy, to grow, ~be not a.s rapidly as they and we 
would want to have it, but it is definitely there to stey. They feel that the t\70 
and one-ha+£ years constituted the severest days that thoy have had to face. They 
have ererged thus far un"crvken. They are carrying on. :But they say everywheret 
t We are in the tranche a; but American Jevrry is the oreph, the army back of the 
first line. I I think we ought to remeniber it• 

REPORT OF im. MARGULIES: 

Iwant to touch upon the security problem in Palestine. I knew somethingabout it 
before I ,1ent to Palestine" but I was very happily surprised to learn what the real 
facts are. :Between the British Army and the (Jhaffirs \78 have now in Palestine a 
force of 22,000 m3n -- 12,00J British soldiers Blld 101 000 Ghaffirs. These Ghaffirs 
are integrated in the British J.rmy. They have their own non-commissionedofficers; 
they have about 250 corporals and about 75 sergeants. They are paid by the G<wern­
ment. They are supplied ~1iforms and rifles and acmunition by the Government. In 
addition to these 10,000, t,1ere are so~ 10,000 connected with the Haganah, who are 
not officially recognized, but of whom the Governmant is informed. 

(Mr. Margulies then reported on conversations he had with British 
military officials while in Palestine, regarding the relationship 
and cooperation between the British Army and the Jewish Gha.ffirs) 

I would like our Executive henceforth to give some thought to a new phase in the 
economic life of Palestine - to the development of industry. I was tremendously 
impressed by an organization called tha Manufacturers Association which is composed 
of the loo.ding mnnufacturers in Palestine. This .Association is going to aek our 
approval of their sending a Comr.1issioner here in connection with the Palestine Pav­
ilion; they want to use that occasion as a means of promoting Tozereth Haoretz. This 
Manuf'acturers Association, if properly supported, may prove from an industrial point 
of view for the development of the Yishubwhat the Hietadruth has proven from the 
point of view of labor., And if the JeWieh Homeland is to be enlarged, the matter 
of developing industry must receive our closest attention, for it is not receivi11g 
any attention from the other Zionist groups; nor is the .Agency devoting mu.ch tinl8 
or study to the problem. 

(Mr. Margulies urged that the Executive give thought to the question of 
the General Zionists in Palestine.) He said& I had a nur.1ber of conferences nith 
groups in Haifa and Tel Aviv. I did not met with any in Jerusalem, for there is 
not even a small organized group of General Zionists in Jerusalemo I have heard 
from many people who are not General Zionists that it is of the utr.aost ioportance 
for the successful developmen~ of the Yis11ub that a General Zionist Party be es­
tablished in Palestine; that tl1is ,1as necessary even from the point of view of the 
H1stad.ruth. 

I was amased to learn that the Histadruth todey has to give away 37% of whatever 
labor is assigned to it to roups outside of the Histadruth. The Revisionists 
get 11~• the 1zrachi ge"j 11~; gr ,.,,ip l3 receives 5~; other unorganized groups receive 
5%. We are tho 0·1ly group no·~ included. It would app:; &" that because Group J. 
favors the H1stad.t.-u.th, it is entirely out of the picture, 



(Dr. G~ldman suggested that the question of the General Zionists in 
Palestine deaerves and requires a whole meeting of the z;o.A. Executive-) 

The Chairman then called upon Y~, Henry Montor, Executive Director of the United 
Palestine Appeal, who reported on his observations at the Antwerp Conference, 
and on the situation in Palestine where he visited prior to the .Antwerp Conference, 
He stressed the need for larger funds for defense ands ecurity in Palestine• 

A protracted discussion followed. 

nr. Goldman felt that although Mr. Mentor, as the man who raises the money, can 
rightly undersoore the great need of the Yishub, nevertheless here and there he 
painted the picture a trifle darker than it is. 

The following motion was unanimously adopteds 

On the basis of reports on the Palestine situation subnitted by 
the President and Secretary to the Executive of the Zionist Organi­
zation •f America, it was resolved to recommend to the United Pales­
tine Appeal as the fund-raising instrument ef the Keren Hayesot and 
Keren Kayemeth to initiate an emergency conference to which all Zion­
ist groups and Palestine fund-raising agencies would be invited for 
the purpose of disoussing and adopting a program for enlarged fund­
raising for Palestine. 

CLARIFICATIOO ON DEF.ENSE FUNDS s 

Rabbi Briokner ·asked who is responsible for the "Emergency Fund" Campaign now 
going on; also, what should be the attitude of disciplined Zionists toward these 
efforts. 

Dr. Goldman stated that this emergency campaign was initiated by an organization 
known as the "Sons of Eretz Yisroel" • The day b afore he (Dr .Goldman) left for 
Palestine a Connnittee of thig organization called en him and urged that something 
be done. In view of Dr.Goldman's departure the following day, he a.skat Mr.Sz old 
and Mr. Lipsky to take over this matter, Dr.Goldman added that he did not know 
whether the "Sons of Palestine" thenmlled on Mr.Szold or Mr. Lipsky., or whether 
they went directly to the Jewish Morning Journal with their plea. 

Mr.Szold stated the. t the re were two me etings of the z.o.A. Executive held during 
the summer vmichwere dev~ted to the problem of defense funds. With reference to 
the emergency campaign whichvas oondooted by the Morning Journal, the Zionist Org­
•nization and the Executive had nothing to do with that effort. Mr.Szold was of 
t.he opinion that that campaign was initiated under the auspioes of the United Pal­
estine Appeal with th3 sanction of the United Palestine Appeal, before lr, Montor 
left for Europe. What Mr. Szold is more intimately familiar with is the Vaad Bi ta­
chon which is not en emergenoy campaign at all, but which is a Committee for the 
purpose of raising money for Haganah, which has been in existence since the Spring 

of 1937 raising money from select people, not as a campaign, but by asking individ­
uals orgroups to ccritribute extra money for this speoial activity. This matter was 
thoroughly explained at the meeting of the z.o.A, Executive held on August 29,1938. 
Mr.Szold added that he would be gl§d tog• into it a.gain, but he did not think it 
necessary. The ~aad Bitachon Committee has raised about $47,000. 1~st •fit has 

gone to Palestine, to Mr.Eliezer Kaplan, as Treasurer of the Jewish Agency. for Vaad 
Bitaohon. The Conmittee was organized by Mr. Kaplan when he was here in the Spring 
of 1937. As a result of a meeting called by the Vaad Bitaehon shortly before Mr. 
Lipsky left for Europe, in which Mr. Lipsky asked the various Zionist Organizations 
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to raise money for this purpose i n any way they saw fit. A me et i ng oft he Exeeu­
ti ve of the z.o.A. was called and it was duly voted that a letter go out tomch 
member of the Zionist Orgnnization of America -- asking for a contribution. The 
vote was that n Committee of Five sign the letter vmioh N~. Lipsky should draft. 
The letter was duly drafted and Mr. Lipsky asked s everal pecple to sign it. li1r. 
Szold declined to sign it. Judge Rothenberg declined to s ign it. Mr, Lipsky in 
the meantime left for Europe~ Under the circumstnnoes., Mr.Szold called as ccond 
meeting of the Exeoutive and explained tot hem what happened., and at that meoting 
it was decided that that effort should be postponed and await the return of Dr. 
Goldman. 

Mr, fontor pointed out that the Morni ng Journal Campaign was initiated at the re­
quest of the New York United Palestine Appeal. No appeal wns made to anyone out­
side New York City. Peo ple outside New York City were inld thnt this is an exclus­
ively New York City campaign. When the Morning Journal was approached to raiso 
supplemento.ry funds in New York City., the Morning Journal consented. The other 
papers did not consent. A cablewis sent to the Executive of the Je,rlsh Agency for 
fmlestine requesting that a message be sent to the Jewish l\brn i ng Journal. The 
Jewish Morni ng Journal was a_s good as ony ether medium if wehnd properly cooperat-
ed. Subsequently., the Poale Zion through The Ihy and Forward launched a campaign 
for the Gewertschnften. 

STAT~ JWT TO BE I SSUED BY PRESIDENT: 
· - -

Rabbi Brickner felt that the country is anxiously waiting to hear from Dr.Goldman. 
He suggested, the ref ore., that a statement b e is sued embodying some of the things 
which are likely to be followed up through action by the Conference to be initiated 
by the United Palestine Appeal. 

Rabbi Mill0r stressed the fact t hat all propaganda efforts at this time must lead 
up to a menbership campaign., therefore, in addition to what Rabbi Brickner hns put 
forth., he suggested that the President issue a manifesto to be read from the pul­
pits on Rosh Hnshonah morning, regarding the state of affairs of the Jows of the 
world and as it relates to Pnlestino. 

Dr. Lewiso hn recalled tho. t a motion to the affect fua t a manifesto bo issued upon 
the retutn of the President was made a.t n previous meeting of the ExeKUtive, and a.a 

a matter off act, such a manifesto hns already b een drafted by a commi tteo which 
was appointed• 

Rabbi Heller stated tha.t it was the opinion of the Ohio Valley Conference that the 
z.o.A. Execujiive should give consideration to the problem of organization; that tho 
z.o.A. ought to concentrate on e duoation and membership. This hns actually been 
done in Southern Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia., the States comprising the Ohio 
Vj].ey Region. He sug gested that o. plan be worked out fbr o.pproaching communities 
throughout the country in some organized fashion, we have n ve ry fallow fi eld in 
this country o.nd we ought to begin to till it. 

Rabbi Israel moved, and it was second0d and unanimously carried 

THAT on the occasion of the High Holidays a statement be i s sued 
by tho President of the z.o,A. to the Jewish leaders of America; 
and that no.tiono.l radio broadoo.sts be arranged to discuss the 
present Jewish situation. 



ORGANIZATION OF YEAR' S WORK: 

Mr, Cowen urged the nppointmont of s tanding connni ttees 1tho a.ro to report back to 
tho Executive. 

Dr.Goldman stuted that there are at least two very important matters to e consid­
ered. Before he left for Europe and Palestine he had dis cussed the year's work with 
Dr.rfise and n number of members of the Executive, o.nd to a good many members of the 
Executive and men and women not on tho E,cecuti vo he wrote, asking them to think out 
tho problem the z.O.Ae faoes in organizing the Zionist movement in the United Statee 
and to send him thoir suggestions and their plans and to spare nocritioism; to 
writo as frankly as they felt the situation required, ifhen he crune to his cabin 
on the rfashington ho found a great deal more fuan he had anticipated, As a result 
he has splendid memoranda prepared by members of the Executive and by Jewish lead­
ers, publicists and odu~ntors throughout the colm.try. He has been attempting to 
boil down all of these memoranda into a workable program for the year, and will be 
ready with it in the very near future. 

Rabbi Heller stated that for quite a. number of years and for a variety of ca.us es, 
tho membership of the Zionist Organization and tho activities have been at very 
low ebb. It is our duty to ask 'Why?' and 'VVho.t is to be done a bout it?' Those 
questions should be asked a.bout (1) personnel ond (2) methods, and anyone, who loves 

Zionism must face those two questions. 

z.o.A. ADMiliISTR.ATIVE COMMITTEE -- 1938 - 39: 

Mr. Elihu D.Stone called attention to the fa.ct tho.t rui Administrative Committee 
ha.snot yet been organized. He pointod out that at the lnst Convention, because 
of the lo.teness of the hour, the Chairnnn of the ominati,ms Cormnittee was unable 
to present the nuJWs of the Administrative Committee. Inasmuch as the names were 
not presented to the Convention, the Convention voted to delegate its authority to 
the Executive, with the instruction tm t the new Executive at its first meeting 
should no.me the Administrative Connnittee. Nothing "Wlls done at the first meeting 
of the new Executive, 

Following a lengthy discussion on the statement of N~.Stone and the suggestion of 
Dr. Heller, the following motions were unanimously adopted• 

1. THAT A Committee be appointed to examine the minutes 
of the last Convention and present its report to the 
next meeting of the Executive, for the purpose of con­
firming or disaffinning the Administrative Committee 
list. 

2. THAT the President appoint a Committee of this body to 
help him bring bofore the next meoting of the Exeoutive 
a. program of orgnnization for the c •nrl.ng year. 

r 4 Margulies pQinted out that no meetings of the Administrative Committee can be 
held until tho Executive has approved the list. 

Meeting adjourned at 12:45 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted; 

MORRIS AARG IES, 

Secretary. 
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COMMITrEE ON BANKING AND CURRENCY 

Clevelani 
Ootober 10. 1938 

Rabbi Abba llillel Silver• 
Amel Road Temple, 
Ansel Road at East 105th St •• 
Cleveland• Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver:-

Thia will aok!IOWledge telegram 
signed by you and other JD811i>ers ot the Cleveland 
Jewish Counoil, in whim ia quoted telegram sent 
to Seoretar:, ot State Cordell Hull. requesting that 
he make representations to the British Govermnent 
oonoerning Palestine. 

This i s a natter in whioh I am 
deeply interested and I lave been glad to en:lorae 
the represe:diati om of your Council as 11 evidenced 
by the attached oopy. 

Sinoerely yours• 

EC 
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DR A BA HILLEL SILVER= 

TIFERETU ISRAEL CLV = 

GRAV ITY OF SITUATION AFFECTIN PALE TI NE F UCH CHARACTER AS 
TQ E1 Ar'D HOLEHEARTED I IE f ATE A . LJ PRECEDEIITE ACT I or IF \'IE 
ARE TO SAVE JE WISH ACHIEVE.EIT ltl PALEST I ff A. KEEP OORS OF 
PALE TI NE OPEti. DECISIO BY RITI HCA I f ET 1 1 If ENT. ITHI 'EE K 
TH E R E F O R E • ~ U T O I L I Z E A L L F I E r S J E I H A r D N J E V. I H 

0 R , A • I Z A T I O f! S A r\1 D I I V· I D UL A T O I P R E U P O N O UR GO V E R NM E f I T 
E X TE T OF O UR CO C ER N •• UR E YOU PERS A LL Y S E. f ID A TEL E GR A r. TO 
PRES I DE JT ROOSEVELT A D CALL UPO ALL ~ Eti1BER OF YOUR 
CO GREGATION TO DO LIKE WISE. LET NO I~ IVIDUAL JE FEEL THAT 
HE IS TOO ltSIGI FICA T TO AD HI VOICE I THIS EXTRAO DI ARY 
C ISIS. SUGGE T TELEGRAM YOU A D Ir DIVI DUAL , E~1B ERS F YOUR 
C NGREGATION EID TO PRESIDE~T RO SVELT ALOfJG F LLO V I JG LI E 
q U O T E PR E S f DE N T F R A I KL I D • R O S E V E L T H I T E H O U E ' A SH I G TO ~ DC 
\'E ARE DEEPLY COtlCER ~E Y THE REP RTS THAT GREATBRITAlf IS 

P L A I I G T O S TOP J E \~ I SH I r I G R A T I O t I N T O P A L E S T I E A T H U S CL OS E 
0 E OF THE PRIMARY AVEtUES FOR JE • I H EFU EES TO ESCAPE FROI 
THE OPPRES ION AND UFFERtrG VISITED UP I' THE, I EUROPEAfl LA uS . 
~ E EA Rt ESTL Y TRUST THAT YOU WI U E YOU UT~ ST I FLUE tlCE TO 

AVERT AN ACT I O 1 0 THE PART OF THE BRISTI H GOVE E IT THAT ~U T 



NM .............. 

LCO ...,...._C..._. 

DESTORY ALL POTEf.TIALITIE FOR SUCCESS F THE lfTERGOVE fE tn TAL 

C ITTEE FOR REFUGEES WHICH \JAS CREATE AT THE EVIAf l 

C IF ERE ~CE A fl D W H I CH WAS BO Rf I OUT OF YOUR H I TOR I C HU f I AN I TAR I A t 

P R G A 1 F R T H E E TTL E ME J T OF T H·E V I CT I 1 S F E UR Op E A- N HA T E • 

THE AMERICA PEOPLE THROU ,H TH E Uf!Af p,ou RE OLUTIO I ADOPTE BY 

COG ESS I 1 22 EXPRESSE ITS APPROVAL OF T~E ESTA LI H~ E T OF 

T H E J E . 
1 

I SH N A T I O N A L H O ·, E I f P A L ES T I N A . . A L L UR CH I E F 

EXECUTIVES FR0 ~1 PRE I E 1T 'J I LSO H HELPE FRA , E THE ALF UR 

DECLARAT IO TO YOURSELF HAVE Of FR r T OCCAS I fJ S EXPRESSEr 

l . ADMIRATION OF JE\ ISH ACHIEVE 11E TS I P LE Tl E AD APPROVAL OF 

T H E E F F R T T O F I t, D F O R H O I E L E S S A t D P E R S EC U T E J E Vi A H A V E O F 

REFUGE I THE Af.CIEf T JE\ JSH H ELAf ·• THE LIVE OF GREAT 11ASSES 

OF JE ~ ARE U UP I TH THE REAT REC riST RUCTIVE PROGRA Nl fJOV' 

U N DE R \J A Y I N P A LE T I E ~. V E B E G Y O U R A I D I A V E R T I N G A CA L A f ,1 T y 

THAT t1 UST AKE EVE f110RE I NTOLERA LE THE BU DEN B RtJ y 

SUFFER I • G JE W A BRO A U IQ U OT E • PLEA SE OT E THAT TELE A ,_ SH UL D 
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L O C A L T EL E GR A P H OF F I C E F O R S P E C I A L • R A T E S O r T E L E GR A j.1 S I r, A S S = 
SOLOMOrl GOLDMAN 11.1 Ff FTH AVE UE. 
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MINUTES OF MEEfING OF z.o.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON wEDNESDA.Y EVENING 
OC·I10.BER 12I'H, 8:30 P,M,. AT THE OFFICE OF I'HE ZIONISi OBGANIZA-.rIOU OF 

A.'AERIC.A., 111 FIF·J.1H AVENUE. NE\1 YORK CITY 

.f.PSEUT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), Messrs Louis Lipsky, Morris 
Rothenberg, Robert Szold, William M. Lewis, Morris Marg'Ulies, Ea.rnett R. 
Brickner, Charles A. Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, A.H. Friedland, Abraham 
Goldberg, Isra,1 Goldstein, James G. Heller, Edward L. Israel, 
Harris J. Levine, Israel H. Levinthal, Irving Miller. Charles Ress, 
Louis P. Rocker, Car)lSherma.n, Wm. I. Siegel, Elihu D. Stone, 
Morris feinberg, Eleazer ti~sley', Dr. A. X. Epstein (substituting for 
Judge Fisher and Col.A.H. Rosenberg of Chicago), Mesdames Epstein, Jacobs 
and Pool (Hadassah); Dr. s. Bernstein, Henry Montor and Wm. Z. Spiegelman. 

Excuses for Non-Attendance: Received from · essrs. Abraham Goldst~in, 
Meyer Levy and Simon Shetzer. 

PALES~INE SiruArION: 

Dr. Goldman stated that it was originally planned to cnnsider the 
program for the year at this meeting, but the situation which now confronts 
us seems to ma.~e it impossible to think of anything else, Since many out­
of-town members are present at this meeting, who have not been close to the 
situation, and also many of the members in the city whom we have not been 
able to reach - Dr. Gollman suggested ~hat this 111eeting be devoted to a 
discussion of the emergency situation; to a report of what had been done 
in the last four or five days; what we are planning to do and what ~e 
members of the E~cutive feel ought to be done. 

Dr. Goldman then ealled on the Secretary , who gave a factual re~ort 
on the emergency situation. The disturbing cable that set in motion all of 
our activities was received from Dr. ,,eizmann on ~ureday, October 6th. 
Mr. Margulies reported it was addressed to Dr. Goldman, Dr. ·ise and 
Mr. Lipsey. It read ae followe: 

11 SERIOUSLY ..t\l'REHEllSIVE RADICAL REVERSAL POLICY ;fALESTINE 
CRYSTALLIZAI'ION NAI'IONAL Ho· .E STOPPAGE I IGRA·l'ION EVEN 
ESTABLISHMEMT ARAB S~r.E GRAV;;; DAl GER STOP MUST DL'u:rlA!ELY 
1'.i0l3ILIZE ALL OUR FRIEltDS raKE ~'1ERICAN VOICE HEARD THROUGH 
ADMINIS'l'BATI ON AND PRESS STOP SKIPPER SHOULD INTERVENE 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR i,ASHINGro INSl'RUCT A!'4ERlCAN AMBA.SSlDOR 
LONDON UKE L-.i~DIA'l!E AC'rI ON MOS'r URGENT AaRI CAN JE ~RY ISSUE 
S~TEMENT JEwvS WILL NOT SUBIIT TO FA·rE Oi'ASSYRIANS AliD GIVE 
uP JE1 ISH PALESTINE'' 

Subsequently another cable came from Dr. ~"w"eimnann, asking that we 
telephone him on J'riday (October 7). Mr. Margulies then read the report 
of the tele-phone converaation, in which Dr. Neimnann urged tha.t every 
pressure be exerted within the next fortnight. On Friday afternoon, 
following the tele-phone con•eraation, the following cable was reoeived 
from Dr. \Veizmann, addressed to Dr. ,, iae: 

"SECRET HOSTILE POLITICAL FORCES VERY ACTIVE HERE ,ORltING 
FOR ilANDONMEN·r NA?IONAL HOME COMING FORTNIGHT CRI·l'ICAL. 
NE\, YORK ARAB INFLUENCE AND DAlTGERS ARABIAN •ORLD GRElTLY 
EXAGGERA1'.ED. Ia5SSIBILiff OF ES!ABLISHUEN·r S'?A'l'E HINTED 
AT \iITH NCllI?W, REVERSAL MANDATE \,I l'H SEVEBLY RESTRIC'l!ED 

,. . ... 



• . .. 

Executive Committee - 10/12/38 -2-

IMiviIGRATION. FOREIGN OFFICE HOSTILE PLAYING \ II1H ARABIAN 
STATE AGAINST US .AND l!AKING ·rEEIR PRESSURE EXCUSE FOR 
POLICY. E AUD YISHUB •,ILL SOO'"D .FIRii BUT RL.i,UIRE EVERY 
SUPPORI' YOU CAN GIVE US. URGE YOU SEND INFLUENTIAL 
DEFUTA1IOI BRITISH AMBASSADOR" 

Mr. Margulies reported that at that time tae7 were already feeling 
in London the pressure of our work over here. He reported on the meetings 
of the full emergency committee and the various meetings of the smaller 
committees, of the telegrams sent over Dr. Goidman 1 e signature to 425 
leaders throughout the United States. ~is was followed with material 
that was sent out to all of the Districts implementing the suggestions 
contained in the telegram. 

Over 400 communities throughout the United States had been organized 
as a result of this first telegram, and that these communities were sending 
telegrams to all their Congressmen, U.S. Senators, Secretary Hull and 
President Roosev~l t. Thousands of telegrams poured into Washington. In 
addition, telegrams went out to 17 national Jewish organizations. According 
to the responses we received here, 9 had ta:.mn action. Many of these 
organizations are very close to the Zionist cause, but other~ are not -
for instance, the National Council of Jewish iomen and the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis. 

l>r. Goldman pointed out that just as the Z.O.A. had sent telegrams 
to its Districts, so had Hada.ssah, the Poale Zion, the Mizrachi, the Order 
Sons of Zion, the B1nai B1 r1th also contacted their const1tuenc1es through­
out the country. 

In this connection, Mr. Elihu D. Stone re~orted that the B1nai B1 rith 
iodges in New England had a conference; that they telephoned to Mr. onsey 
who advised. cooperation, and they immediately sent a telegram to Washington 
jointly. signed by every Lodge in the New England region. 

Mr. Lipsky stated that Mr. Monsky issued instructions in many cities 
that the B1nai B1 r1th Lodges were to act eimilarly to the Zionist Districts 
in the present situation. 

Rabbi Heller said that Cincinnati was prepared to call a large ma.es 
meeting. 

Continuing his report, ~4r, Margulies stated that at the meeting on 
Friday (Oct. 7) it was decided to send a cablegram to Prime Minister 
Chamberlain, Thie cablegram was signed by the heads of all the Zionist 
Organizations in America. In addition, it carried the signature of 
pr. Stephen S., ,,ise, as President of the American Jew1a1i.:eongrese, Mr. 
Henry onek_v of the B1nai B'rith, and Dr. Cyrus Adler, as a member of 
the Jewieh Agency, Xn addition to that telegram the late Mr. Vladeck 
sent a very fine cable on behalf of 500,000 Jewish labor men, A cablegram 
1'18.8 ~nt by Mr, Sol~. Strook, on behalf of the American Jewish Committee, 
to Dr. ',-eicmann, with the request that it be transmitted to Mr. Chamberlain. 
'Iheae telegrams were also ~ublished in the press, In addition to those 
referred to above, telegrams were sent to 84 leading Christian clergymen 
and laymen, with a draft of a cablegram to be sent to Mr. Chamberlain. 
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Uany affirmative responses were received, the cablegram was dispatched to 
Mr. Chamberlain, and copies of it wore sent to the London Times, the Manchester 
Guardian, the London Star, and ·rtie New Chronicle.- We al so sent out a message 
to 100 intellectua.le - authors, writers, publicists - throughout the United 
States, signed by Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn and l r. Sholom Asch. Many favorable 
responses were received - one negative re~ponse coming from lAr. ·val ter Lippnan, 
who . stated that he has never joined in the sending of such telegrams and there­
fore he very regretfully had to decline. A callegram will be sent to the Royal 
Society of London. 

Mr, Lipsky• ·itated that a cable was sent by William Green, President 
of the .tUDerican Federation of Labor, from Houston, rexae, to Sir Walter 
McLennan Ci trine, General Secretary of the ·rrade Union Con;ress and Presideat 
of the National Federation of Trade Unions, in London, England. 

Another telegram· was sent on Tuesday niglt (Oct. 11) by Dr. Solomon 
Goldman, to 300 Ra.b~is in this country, urging them to wire President Roosevelt 
and to contact their Congressmen and Senators. A message was to be sent to 
500 Princi-pals and Babbie of Hebrew Schools and '.Inlmud Torahs, urging them 
to get the . children and the p:~rente to send out individual telegrams to the 
President. Th telegrams for the children couched in language understandable 
to a child would undoubtedly have a very interesting effect. 

Mr. Stone called attention to the Mational Convention of Hebrew ;.'e,0 '.1~ 
Teachers being held on Thursday, October 13th, in New York, and suggested 
that a representative of the Z.O.A. Executive be -present, 

Dr, Goldman appointed Dr. A. H. Friedland to repeeeen.1n. the Z. O.A.. 
at this Convention. 

Mr. Ma.rguliee reported further that following this meeting a delegation 
wae to leave for ;ashing ton, D. C. to call upon the Eri tish _.\mbaeeador on 
ihursday, and to visit Secretar.r Hull and the French Ambassador on Friday. 
On Thursday night Dr. Goldman was scheduled to speak from iashington on a 
national broadcaet1·~::All of the Districts were notified of this broadcast and 
.... '" received tel~rams informing us whether they have been able to make the 
proper contacts with their local broadcasting station. In eome cities, such 
as Cleveland and Pittsburgh an. electrical transcript of the broadcast was 
to be reproduced the following day. 

Dr. Goldman stated that it was understood from our contacts with Dr. 
~eizmann tnrough cables and by telephone that what was needed was the mobiliza­
tion of American public opinion, - Zionists and non-Zionists, Jewish and non­
Jewish - and th~t we set this as our goal. \{e tried to reach every aYailable 
avenue of ~ublic opinion. ie contacted practically every Jewish community 
in the country. The response was amazing.Falestine is deeply rooted in the 
hearts of the Jews of .America. If we ever had any doubt on that score, it has .,ei~·1 . 
now been completely dispelled. The Jews were a~proached; they were reached -
not only the Zionists, but all of the Jews of America - through their or­
gani1ations, as well as individua.117; and we received rema.r!m.ble support. 
Ye approached the non-Jewish coQJmUnities, that is, the Churches, clergymen, 
etc. n-ie .American Legion sent a telegram to President Roosevelt couched in 
ty-pically American Legion language. \ie reacl•4~.many of the newspapers in the 
country, and received much editorial comment, 

Judge Lewis sopke of the activity in Philadelphia in connection with 
the emergency situation. The Enquirer, the Ledger, the Record, and the 
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Bulletin were having editorials, Judge Lewis had a meeting with the Congress­
men in Philadelphia, all of whom have told him that they were prepared to do 
everyt.'1-iing we would ask ot them. Pennsyl vania1 a Leg1sla ture then in session 
was planning to adopt a Resolution. A Resolution was already introduced in the 
Senate by non-Jews. l'he Lieut. Governor made a very fine speech. Judge Lewis 
said he had every reason to believe that the Resolution, a very fine one, 
would be passed unanimously. ~e sponsor, a Minister from Reading, made a 
very warm a~~eal when he introduced it. 

Mr. Elihu D. Stone, Rabbi Edward L. Israel, Judge Henry Ellen\ogen, 
Dr. A. K. Epstein, s~oke at length of the work being done in their respective 
communities, among Jews and non-Jews, Congressmen. Senators, educators, etc. 

Rabbi Heller felt that both the telegrams to~the Districts and the 
Regions, and the cablegram to Dr, ·~weizma.nn, are exceedingly va·•• Dr. Heller 
said he under~tood that something is threatened. and he thought that these 
present ought to return to their respective communities with a much more con­
crete idea as to what is threatened. 

Judge Rothenberg explained that the intention was to bring to bear 
the impact of all these extraordinary demonstrations of American public opinion 
upon the Btttish Cabinet and upon the British people; they ought in some way 
to be made to fell ~hat is happening in thie country. in addition to all the 
telegrams that have come to them. ·l'hey should be made aware of this out­
pouring of sentiment in this country. 

Mr. Lipsky pointed out that the Resolution adopted by all the Jewish 
national organizations was reported in detail to the London ·rimes and other 
papers; copies were sent to the Colonial Secretary. ~e fact that these 
things were registering in London was indicated in the New YArk i'imes and 
other papers. • 

Mr. Lipsky agreed with Dr. Goldman and Mr. Margulies that there has 
never been such an overwhelming response on the part of non-Jewish elements. 
·rh.e feeling was much more sympathetic, much more human and much more genuine 
than~ it was ever before. Contacts were established in every city. The 
telegrams directed to the State Department from Congressmen, Senatore, etc. 
created unparalleled public opinion. Replying to Rabbi Heller's observation 
Mr. Lipsky expressed the belief that the general impression in Londom is 
that the Woodhouse Commission would bring in a report which could not be 
accepted by the Executtve. 

Dr. Goldman stated that Dr. Weizmann seemed to be of the o-pinion that 
the whole question of Palestine had been moved from the Colonial Office to 
Mr~ Chamberlain; that what Great Britain had in mind was practically the 
nullif1eat&on of the Balfour Declaration and th stoppage of immigration; 
aa4 it ieeme4 ~bat they contemplated -putting forth the Legielo.tive Council. 
The situa.tion was serious, Dr. Goldman added, and we here among oUlt6elves 
should ]m ow and under a tand it, He reported that the emergency comm.i ttee 
has discussed the queeti6n of asking the Orthodox and even the Refeem Rabbinate 
to ~roelaim a faet day, but we wondered whether we would not be undully alarm­
ing the people. Dr. ,·ieizmann suggested that we should wait another few days 
before deciding on the matter of mass meetings. 

After a lengthy d1eew.e•ion on the stringency of the situation participat­
ed in by: Mr. Lipsky, Judge Lewie, Rabbi Heller, Rabbi Israel, Drabm~Ool4berg, 
lnld.iabgi Heller, - Dr. Goldman stated that the questions discussed by various 
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members of the Executive have already been put to Dr. itizmann, ~a.nd it seems 

that what Dr. ieizme.nn ~nts is that public opinion in America be mobilized, 

which he thinks viill avert danger.'lbe British Cabinet has not yet acted; it 

has not yet received the Report of the Woodhouse Commisaion. 

Ur. Lipsky stated that it will be generally agreed, he felt, that any 

attempt on our part to introduce into the p•otest movement controversial 

questions. questions of political principlee or ideals, or political con­

flicts or controversies, will be fatal to the arousing of public Opinion. 

Dr. Goldman added that if we do so it will be difficult to get Jewish 

unanimity. 

Mr. Lipsky continued that because of the policy we assumed. the message 

to the Colonial office was signed ~1th the greatest of eympa.thy by Dr. Cyrue 

dler, :Sy strees1ng immigration we can make an impression upon public minds in 

America and upon the Christians; it has something to do with minority status 

and the Jewish ~osition in Europe. 

Dr. Goldman reported further that a delegation was to leavn f ~ir \ashington, 

following this meeting of the Executive, numbering tv,elve to fift ,~t2 .1 peo-ple, ,, ivctit. 

divided into two groups to see the British .Ambassador and SecretarJ 1f State 

Cordell Hull. ~is delegation was composed of the heads of Zi0nist and no:r 

Zionist organizations, andiin one or two instances of men •ho are not heads 

of organizations, like Rabbi B. L. Levinthal and Prof. Ginzberg. :.~efore adjoura­

tt.g. the meeting, he asked that those present offer further cone:: ~-i.cs brief 

suggestions of the things that should be done, that the ]mergen~y Committee 

may have overlooked. He also requested that, in addition to ~king such 

suggestions, the members of the Executive send frequent special delivery or 

air-mail letters conveying infonnation 'directly. 

1) 

;~ 
4) 

e) 

6) 
7) 
8) 
9) 

The following suggeltions were then offered: 

That a st~ng press bureau be sent up. 
Ra.dio broadcasts. 
Contact the Ro.1;ary • Kiwanis, and oth r service clubs and supply them with 

speakers. 
~e Jewish canmunitiee throughout the country to be requested to prepare 

for mass meetings, ~hen the call iscissued for such meetings to be held. 

'!hat Mr. Kirstein of Boston be contacted; also that Mr. Kirstein be 

asked to approach the Cardinal in Boston. 
Contact the Masons. 
Contnct Mons, Belford of Brooklyn. N~Y. 
Contact Dlvid Stern (~udge Rothenberg agreed to do so). 
niat a bulletin be sent to the Districts giving up-to.date information on 

the ~gress made. 

Dr. Goldman called attention to the need~for funds with ~hich to 

finance the work of the Emergency Committee, and reported that the various 

organizations had been requested to contribute. He was also endeavoring to 

secure allocations from the nelfare l\lllds for the Dnergency Fund, 
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AIUINISI'RATIVE CQviMI TTEE: 

Pursuant to the decision of the last meeting of the Exeootive, Dr. 
rr0ldman had appointed fille following persons to consider the list of the 
Administrative Committee and report their findings to this meeting! Messrs. 
Charles Ress (Chairman), and Elihu D. Stone, ·{m. I. Siegel, Louis P. Rocker, 
and Carl Sherman. r. Ress reported that bis committee found that the list 
of Administrative Committee members was carefully prepared at Detroit but 
was not read; the motion wae that the entire l iet be submitted to the 
Esecutive; and it was the understanding that the entire list, together with 
certain additions that would have to be made, would be adopted. Mr. Ress 
MOVED 

i'BA'I' the list which appeared in Xhe New Palestine \hich was the 
list which was formed in Detroit, together vith the list of 
additional names that Ur. Margulies has, be cousidered the Ad­
ministrative Committee. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously adopted. 

Meeting adjourned at 11215 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Morris Margulies, 
Secretary. 
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- - -
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111 FIFTH A VENUE 

NEW YORK 
October 19, 193s. 

MONSPJi PE'rI'rlON TO PRESIP;ENT 

Dear Priend.: 

CABLE ADDRE98 
ZIONISTS 

BENTLEY'S CODE 

A.s a second etep in our prowam to mobilize public opinion, it 
hae been decided by the Emergency Committee, to call 'UJ)on 
every comtnittee to utilize the mass meetings to be held 
October 23rd, or thereafter. for the compilation of a great 
telegraphic petition to the President of the United States. 
This petition is to be gotten up in this wroy: 

Every person who attends the nass meeting should be asked to 
give the very small sum of five cents so that his or her name 
can be added to the telegram of pe\ition to be addressed to 
President Boosevelt~ 

We hope thus to get 'before the ~resident of the United States 
in addition to individual telegrams that have already been 
sent and tn\lst continue to be sent, telegrams from h'Undrede 
of communitiee which will ca1T7 the names of hum.reds of 
thousands of Jews and Christiana. You can make arrangements 
for the sending of this message and the taking of tne indi­
vidual naDla with the local branch of the Postal Telegraph 
and Western Union. In addition to getting help from the 
local telegraph offices, you can arreage with Junior Hadaasah, 
Masada, Avukah or any other, or all youth groups to be 
stationed as a selected committee at the entrance of the ma.as 
meeting hall to explain the purposes of the petition and to 
get every person to give five cents to add his signature to 
the petition. 

The message to the President should be brief and directed to 
the point of urging that the doors of Palestine be kept open 
for a maxillllm number of Jewish re:u,ees in ace~rde.nce with the 
economic absorptive capac1t7 of the country. (Attached here­
with is a sroggoeted telegram to be sent tC> ihe President.) 
Please wire ua after your meeting how manJ names are attached 
to the telegram aont to the President. We should like to have 
at least one million names to the petition to constitute the 
bigge•t telegram the Preaident of the United States has ever 
received. 
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You will uote that Secretary of State, Hull has issued a 
statement with regard to the Palestine problem and American 
interoat therein, Our second step is to obtain from the 
President a public expression Gf sympatcy with respect to 
the Jewish National Home poli.cy and the opening of the gates 
of Palestine for a large scale immigration. 

Your wholehearted cooperation in connection with this great 
telegraphic petition will be sincerely appreciated. 

Encl. · 

rtis Margulies 
Secretary 
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Dr• Abba Hillel Sil-wr, 
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Dear Rabbi: 

PRESIDENT OF SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT OF BROTHERHOOD 

TOLEDO, OHIO 

October 26, 1938 

Now th.at the holiday rush is over. I want to begin developing 
the regional work, the groundwork for which was laid at the 
Zionist convention in Detroit. It was there provided that each 
district in the region should have one representative on the 
Executive ~oa.rd of he region. 

I am calling a meeting of the regional executive for Sunc:i.ay, 
November 6th, at 2 P. M• in Toledo. ill you please nominate 
a representative from your district e.nd ask him to attend tbis 
meeting. If you will give me the name of your represent tive, 
I will send him a personal invitation. 

Hortense and I are hoping to be able to take a day off and come 
down to Cle eland to spen~ with Virgi ia and yourself. aybe 
we can pley a few rounds of casino. Now that the season's 
activities have started, don't you wish you were back at 
MooselookmegunticT 

As ever, 

LIF-s 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland. Ohio. 

Dear .Babbi: 

Although I have not heard from you, I am assuming that 
you will send a representative o the Cleveland Zionist 
Society to a meeting of the Exec~t va Board of the Ohio­
Michigan Region. The meeting will be held this coming 
Sunday, ovember ,... th, at 2 P. M., in my study at the 

' Collingwood Avenue Templ~--

I hope that you can arrange to have someone here. At 
this meeting we hope to ley the groundwork for our 
regional work for the year. 

' i th kindest regards, I am, 

As ever. 

LIF-s 
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THE ONLY ANGLO-JEWISH MAGAZINE IN CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 
Established in 1922 

Rabbi Abbo Hil~ll Silver, 
Cleveland, O!lio. 

y dear R bbi a 

HOME OFFICE: 

1250 ECKE R T AVEN 11E 
R E .DING, PA. : ovember 5, 1938 

It is A. long time since you have visited us. or your 
information, the City of Rer-.diru ~ was always ~ Zionist Stronghold, but 
the p st two years the Zionist . ove nt has weakened some•,hat, Rnd it 
is very importBll t to PU.t Rea.ding again on the Zionist map. 

e have therefore decided th.qt our Forum this year should 
dwell on Zionist subjects • of course, ,e ould b more t .an ha.Ppy 
to have you s one of our Forums eaicers. 

1_his Forum is rranged by t e we 1 BrMch of th~ "Verband", 
a Jewish ational ·01kers• Alliance, which is one of the most outstru1ding 
org.-~1izations in this city. 

You can select the d~te yourself, either the First week i1 
December or some d.Rte during the month of February. Of course, we wold 
also 11k to know the nrice for this lecture. 

_4wAi ting to hear from you favoraoly, 
Forum must be arranged by the end of this week. 

s the schedule oft e 
I am 

Sincerely ~ ours, 

JK:d 
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Dear Babbii 

IRVINCI E. GOLDMA NN LEROY F. N EWMYER MRS. PHIU.IP S. TROIT 

TOLEDO, OHIO 

Ex-OFFICIO 
MRS. ROI C. DAVIS 

PRES I DE NT OF SIST!RHOOD 
HAROLD 5. GREEN 

PllliSIDENT OF IROTHERHOOD 

ovember 12, 193g 

I received ·his week, as president of the Jewis Comn ity Counc 
cf Toled, a communication over yo~1 si ,tu e, e lett r see~ed 
to indicate some sort of conflict w C- already arisen or which 
threatens to arise between the u .. ~. the J.n.c. to th allo-
cation of' funds. I wa.s not quite cle as to e actly what you had 
in mind that you wanted clone in • e s t on. 

yet, there bas not b en the slight st ind·cation of a difficulty 
or sunderst ding int is coomunity. I oubt very seriously t t 
anythl11g oft is nature will arise here, at least t s year. ?he 
Toledo CoIIl!IIUlli ty Co cil which sponsor our campaign here, will cer­
tainly resist any effort to weaken or impair our 'thlfare <J:,'flf> structure . 
Beyond protecting t~e interests of t1ie United Palestine Appeal, are t1ere 
any ot~1er &ctive steps which you should like me to take . 

e are now in the mids~ of t"1e preparation for our c paign, w "c will 
open on .o:ndey night, ovember 28th. There is ever;, 1 dication that 
the campaign will be hig ly successful . le I do not want to be too 
s~-uine, I ·o lieve t t we w· 11 reach somewhere clo e o $5~ ,00 , hich 
ill be almost $10 ,000 higher th.a. o • last yeart s result . 

lalkman and Evans probabl ve informed you 'that e d a ve fine 
meeting of the Executive Board of th Ohio- ichigan Region and laid the 

round.work for regional a ivity. I s that tne will report in 
full . I very much appreciate their coming to the meeting . 

\7i th kindest regards, I sm , 
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GM NEWYORK ,y 15 625P 

DR ABBA Ht LLEL SILVER, THE TEMPLE 

EAST 105 ST AT ANSEL RD CLVD 

WILL BE IN CLEVELAND TOMORROW JUST Fffi THE DAY TO ADDRESS HADASSAH 

TEA STOP IMPERATIVE THAT I SEE YOU SOME TIME DURING MY STAY TO DISCUSS 

IMPORTANT PROBLEM EftOACHED BY MONTOR TO YOU BY TELEPHONE STOP WILL 

CALL YOU ABOUT NINE IN THE MORNING TO MAKE APPOINTMENT FCR SOME TIME 

DUR I G THE DAY 

JUDI TH G EPSTEI HADASSAH. 

7 //.., 

7 0 



Ohio Valley Zionist Region 
PRESIDENT: RABBI JAMES G. HELLER, Cincinnati 

VICE-PRESIDE TS: DA IEL FRISCH, Indianapolis PAUL J. GAISER, Dayton 

TREASURER: HoN. JACOB WEISS, Indianapolis 

SECRETARY: DR. AzluF.L L. EISE BERG 

658 Rockdale Ave., Cincinnati, 0. 

ayton Zionist District 
310 I~e ith Building 

.. ovember 25, 1938 

abbi Abba Hillel Silver 
10311 .Lakeshore Blvd. 
leveland, Ohio 

, ''y dear .. abbi ilver: 

L ' F.CllTl E CO l UTTEE 

H RRY H. FRA-.:KrL, Cin innati , Chairman 
DR. B. W. ABR. 1so. , Columbu 
R BBi OLOMON N. B zn.L, Loui ville 
0 CAR Brn I N, Cincinnati 
HERIIERT BER "STEIN, Cincinnati 
RABBI F.LIAS CHARRY, Indianapoli 
BE D nrRS rFt , Dayton 
DR. E IA UEL GA lORAN, Cincinnati 
BE J. GOLOM . , pringfi Id 
RABBI J \COB J. GITTELM , Loui . ville 
ISADORE HA A , Fort \Vayne 
BE LEVY, Lexington 
S1MON fA YER, Charleston 
MAX TA 1, Dayton 
RABBI J. f. TAXAY, Terre Haute 
RARBI IRVING A. \VEt ·c ,\RT, Fort Wayne 
WtLL WILBFR, South Ilcnd 
DR. A. M. W1csER, Cincinnati 

(LIST IS I COMPLETE] 

I take great ~rivilege in writing you this 
letter, and I pray t hat you will accept our invitation 
to speak at a ma ss meeting wh ic~ is being called in 
t h e near future, under the auspices of the Dayton 
Zionist istrict. 

· e all appreciate t he fact that your time 
is very valuable and much occupied. Iowever, we are 
certain t ~at your annearance in Dayton will render a 
valuable service for our great c~use. 

Then ture of this mass meeting is that of 
a membershi p campaign . .le feel that t h e unfortunate 
prevailing conditions of our people be at least 
utilized for constructive work, and we find that the 
time is most favorable for a great increase in the 
Zionist membersh ip. 

If we are privile ed with your accentance of 
our invitation we will immediately organize that meetin, 
and secure the largest available hall in Dayton which 
will, we have no doubt, be filled to capacity. r his 
meeting will be called not only for t h e Jews of Da ton, 
but for the benefit of ews and ... on- ews of Dayton and 
vicinity. 

e plead to you to acce pt our invitation with 
utmost assurance th t your visit here will not be 
regreted, and tr11stine to hear from you in the near 
future, we remain, 

• ost sincerely, 

T !CT 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Rabbi Silvers 

A thousand pardons for the rather 
crude way in which Ii nored your kind invitation to 
meet with you after the lecture at the Washington 
Boulevard Temple. 

For this I must blame the office 
staff, because I had an idea I was to meet you before 
the meeting and rather anxiously awaited word from you.,, 
Sowever, when it was too late to rectify the situatfon, 
they informed me that you would meet me after the lecture. 

However, I have your program, and 
when you come to Chicago again I would like very much 
for you to meet our District Presidents and myself, so 
we may hear from you as we are hearing from. Rabbi Goldman 
and others, your own slant on the situation. and learn 
what we can do to assist our friends who are leading the 
Zionist movement in America, to further the needs of 
Palestine. 

wmkasn 

lfith kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

}Jd,~Jr~-
"1111 ... M. Katz 

President 

CHARLES LEVIN 
Executive Director 



MIW'rES OF Z,O.A, EXECU·rIVE. THURSDaY EVENING, DECL"4BER 1st. 1938 
6:30 P,!4, AT THE BREVOORT HOTEL. s·rH S'11REE'I' AND FIFrH AVENUE. N.Y.C. 

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (In the Chair), Messrs. Iavid Beren1tein, 
Barnett R. Brickner, A.H. Friedland, Abraham Goldberg, Abraham Goldstein, 
James G, Heller, F.dward L. Israel, Harris J. Levine, Israel H. Le•inthal, 
Meyer Levy, Ludwig Lewieohn, Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Irving Mille r, 
Charles ~ Ress, A.H. Rosenberg, Morris Rothenb erg, Carl Sherman, Simon Shetzer, 
rm. I. Siegel, Robert Szold, Morris Weinberg, Ste-phen s. ,1ise; Mrs. Shulman 

(re~resenting Hadasaah), Eleazer Lipsley (representing Masada), Lawrence Cohen 
(rep,;,esenting Avulrs.h); by invitation: Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Jacob Fishman; also 
Dr. Simon Bernstein, Samuel Blitz, Sa.mu.el Caplan, Henry Mentor, Meyer Steinglaas. 

Excuses for non-attendance: were received from Messrs. Charles A. Cowen, Henry 
Ellenbogen, Harry Fr1edenwald, Israel Goldstein, hm. M. Lewis, Julian \1 . Mack, 
Elihu D. Stone. 

I'he meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.1~.1 with Dr. Solomon Goldman 
in the Chair. Dr. Goldmn called attention to the fact that the discussion 
of the year's program has had to be repeatedly postponed because of the emergency 
situation in which we found ourselves immediRtely following the last meeting of 
the Executive; Be s~eat~d therefore that this natter be ta.~en up first, to 
be followed by brief reports of those who attended the Actions Committee meeting. 

The Chairman then called upon Dr. Heller, Chairman of the Committee 
named to ~lan this year's organization work, to report on behalf of his Committee. 
In view of the fact that the Committee has not been in session, Dr. Heller was 
unable to present a report to this meeting of the Executive. 

NEXT MEETING OF EXECUTIVE -- MEETING OR CQ&vlITI'EE ON ORGANIZATION: 

It was decided that thenext meeting of the Executive be held on fednesday 
evening• December 21st; that during the day of December 21st, prior to the meet­
ing of the Executive, .a meeting be convened of the Committee on Organization. 

CO1tMITTEE OF FIVE - ( Office Comtli ttee): 

The Chairman spoke of the need to have a small committee to deal with 
administrative details requi ring attention in the interim between meetings of 
the Executive. 

Mr. Reas MOVED 

T~T the President be authorized to appoint a Committee 
of Five to act as an Office Committee, to take care of the 
affairs of the Executive between the meetings of the 
Executive. 

Mr. Reset motion was unanimously C&.RRIED. 

-----------
l@?ORT Olif ACT IO 1$ COM1 iI Tl'EE 1"1Ul1ING 

MR. ABRAHAivl GOLDBERG: 

we came to London with the expectation that we would have to deal with 
the loodhead Report. 'rhat was actually the Juet1f1cat1on for calling this meet 
ing so hurriedly. However, the Report was dead and buried before the Action& 
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Committee meeting was opened, The British Government wanted to get out of the 
Partt.tionPP1an and the Woodhead Commission gave them that opportunity, 

7e came to London: the Report was out; there was nothing to -pss upon. 
Out of the two and one-half years of chaos the Government finally came out 
with a ~lan of calling Arabs and Jews together in order to make peace. Un­
fortunately for us, the Government had not consulted us beforehand. It was 
not :nown to Dr. ', eizmann at all. \ve were faced with a fai t accompl1, and 
we had to indicate whether or not we \voul.d go, All were agreed, with the 
uception of Ha.dassah - (representative Mrs. Pool), that we go. If we should 
refuse to go, public opinion would say that we tefuse peace with the Arabs. 
Therefore we approved the action of the Executive, 

In the meantime, there occurred the pO@lOme in Germany. Dr. 11 eizmann 
delivered a speech at the Actions Committee meeting which was ~ery moving. He 
told us that two days before the meeting opened, he was implored by many 
Germans to take action. He kmocked on many doors, and found all of them closed. 
Later, when matters became worse, American public opinion made a tremendous 
impression abroad. 

On Saturday evening we crune down to the business of the Actions Cornmitte~ 
In the reports America ~as mentioned and full credit was given, - namely, 
that thDough American intervention the idea of transforming Palestine into an 
Arab State was abandoned, and that immigration was to continue, although limited. 

Discussions arose ss to Phat action be ta~en in the matter of refugees. 
It was ~ointed out that Palestine could take in immediately 22,000 laborers. 

The high light of the Actions Committee meeting was the report of 
Shertok. He made dlear to all of us that no matter what happens thEre is already 
in Palestine a Yiehub big enough and influential enough to withstand every on­
slaught and storm. T11e report of the Yishub actually encouraged us, It was 
told to us that the crisis in a measure strengthened the Yishub; that when it 
came, they ~ere entrenched to such an extent that they were able to do certain 
things, such as self-defense, agricultural ~roduction, the port, the aviation 
field. Although we are only •bout 33%, we are strong, and there is no 
fear for Zionists as to the ultimc. te fate of Palestine. 

The business of the meeting was: nhat is to be done under the cireum­
stances. Many of the speakers pointed out mis takes that mig}lt be made. On 
the whole, it was interesting to note that the unity of Zionists has again 
been restored, 

It became evident that we cannot go to the Arab Jewish Conference 
unless the Mandate and the Balfour Declaration are stressed. Our statements 
emphasized these two points, e.nd happily Mac Donald said this is correctf thnt we wer, 

in Palestine right and11ot on sufferance, For the first time, we came forward 
with an appeal direct to the British ~sp}e. Usually we. deal with the 
Government - stressing what actually bappehed to the Jews and pointing out 
the necessity for opening the doors of Palestine. 

MacDonald's argument was that we must invite the non-Palestinians 
to the Arab-Jewish Conference. It was agreed that before we go, the Btttish 
Government will talk to the Jews and to the Arabs and find out if there is 
common ground. Some ~ere very skeptical and pessimistic about the effective-
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Dr, Moseinsohn read a resolution; whicn contained the four points around 
which the entire debate of the Actions Committee were built. The Executive was 
to see about the possibilities for settling large numbers of refugees and to 
consult with American friends. It will give us the chance to stress the idea 
of the possibilicy of using Palestine in spite of the numerous territories. Not 
uiuch had been said on the ouestion of territories. Everybody realized that the 
territories announced by Chamberlain oaDllot be considered. During the Conference 
many thought that there is a possibility of getting 10,000 children in Palestine. 
The Actions Comnittee closed and no reports satisfactory co us came in. 

The Actions Committee meeting was productive of results. We are a 
democratic movement and we must take counsel with each other. \We must not allow 
our World Executive to do thinas w1 thout consul ting the members. Our Actione 
Committee meeting made us all feel that we still have the greatest opportunities 
in Palestine. We felt that this year up to the Congress. will not be a bad year. 
and America on the one hand. and the Yishub on the other doing the big thing 
by offering to succor 10,000 German Jewish Children~. we will find a \18.y to 
nake Palestine the center for Jewish immigration. l,e have not discussed these 
matters. Much has to ~e done in this country in the mobilizatioh of our powers 
and of our resources, in order to make our efforts in Palestine a euccess. 

------------------
RABbI IRVING ILLER: 

The Actions Committee met under the spell of two outstanding phenomena 
in Jewish life. That s~ell remained ~1th the Actions Committee throughout tts 
deliberations. and technically laid the base for any concrete program that lies 
before us in the near future. This was the first session of the Actions 
Commiteee since the very aggravated terror of the past two and one-half years 
took place in Palestine. and the remarkable stand of the Yishub in he face of 
that aggravated terror in the 1)8-St three or four monthe definitely spelled the 
position that the Yishub had made for its~lf in Palestine. 

The Actions Committee meeting in the wake of such a manifestation of 
unity in the Jewish world with regard to Palestine has never been paralleled 
in the pt st. New resources for sympathy vii th and understanding of Je11ish life 
have been uncovered. The Actions Committee was uplifted despite the report of 
the ~,oodhead Commission;despite 'that happened in Germany. The Actions Committee 
was uplifted by the resistance of the Yishub and by that unity which made iteelf 
evident in this critical time of Jewish life. That is the ~rogram which must 
be developed and organized in Jewish life during the coming months. Palestine 
does ba.ve its position in Jewish life; it has already proven that it vill not 
be dis~upted; there is this unity in behl.lf of Jewish life that can be awakened. 

The prevailing opinion was that notmuch is to be expected from the 
Conferenee; there app:;ars to be some basis to believe that an understanding can 
now be reached between the Arabs and the Jews, but in the final analysis Great 
Britain will have to enunciate that policy. Above all, the note was brought 
home that no.thing final can be hoped for *1 thin the next few months. lbis is 
a transitory period throueh wMcb 'IQ are living; and we cannot expect anything 
of a definitive nature to be decided at thie time. All we can do is to maintain 
the position we have and mobilize still more the resources for understanding 
and wympa.thy r,i th Palestine that reside w1 thin the Jewish ~ople. ____ .,. ____ .,. _____ _ 
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Dr. GoldnBn voiced regret that Dr. Goldstein and Mr. Elihu D . . tone 
are not here to give their report and add their reaetions to those of the 
previous two speakers. 

Be further said that Mr. Lipsky and I came towards the end of the meet­
ings of the Actions Committee. We went at the direct request of Dr. ~feizmann, 
and the ineistenee of Dr. Wise. he went to give a detailed report of what was 
happening in the United States during the several weeks of the emergency. and to 
get .an insight into the situation in London, and then to return here and to see 
what part .America is to continue to play vie-a-vis the p-esent situation. So I 
ahall ask Mr. Liep!cy to give hls report. 

-~ ...... ------------
Dr. Goldman then called upon Mr. Lipsky to report. 

UR. LOUIS LIP SKY: 

Dr. Goldman and I arrived in London toward the end of the meeting of the 
Actions Committee. Although we were informed as to what had taken place, we were 
not witnesses of the ~roceedinge, It is very important for us to have some undert 
standing of what the position is. It may be said that the Parliamentary position, 
as far as the Zionist Organization is concerned, is represented by the Government 
with regard to the ,oodhead Report. 1he .Actions Committee was a forum that was 
discussing something where things were constantly in progress. 

It was r• ui te clear that the Government def i nitely decided to retract 
the \ oodhead Report, had decided on ma...ldng an experiment on drawing the Jews and 
the Arabs together. Before the round-table discussions can take pl·tce, there 
must be an agreementby the Government with the Arabs and an agreement \ 1th the 
Jews, and there mu.st be something presented whillli has common acceptance. If no 
common aeceptande is presented, the Government proposes to decide its own policy, 
Bu.tit is ouite clear that the Government, which is unable to decide its own 
policy at the presenttime. Pill in all ~robability be in no better position to 
enforce any position in two months from now. In the manntime 1 the Zionist 
Organization is privileged to say that the partition question is laid aside; 
although the question of partition is not dead. For the time being, we are placed 
in exactly the same position of just drifiting along with the Government in its 
proposals, and ve have to be prepared for any e~entuallty that-JIIJY arise out of 
the various steps taken by the Government, 

It:ie the general impression in London that meeting with the Arab 1~inge is 
a much more a4vantageous thing for us at this time than meeti~ with the "irregul­
ars" that represent the Palestine Arabs. It is much easier to come to some under­
standing with them than with the actual representatives of the Arabs in Palestine. 
If such a conference ie to be called,the Zionist E:secutive stands upon the Mandate. 

In addition to the ,ioodhea.d Report \/hich was thrown into the Actions 
Committee, what happened here ia the United States with regard to th situation 
in Germany happened also in London. The outrages in GennallY crea. ted as much resen .­
ment as it did here. nie action of Sir Herbert Samuel was almost instantaneous. 
Immediately the problem of how we were going to insert Palestine into the matter 
of the refugees became a matter of practical political d&eision. It became of 
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the utmost importance that Palestine be injected into the matter. In the original draft of the statement issued by the Committee on Refugee Problem there was a re­ference to Palestine, altho~it was very vague. The Government became obdurate to change any item of the sohedule for fear of disturbing the forthcoming con-
ference with the Arabs. 

This question of the refugees ie a question that concerns us, because so far as Palestine is concerned, everybody in Palettine, everybody in London, felt that ~hether we say Jewish State or Jewish canton, or called it Yishub, or whatever we called it, the Jewish stttlement in Palestine has become so consolidated in interest, in will and in sacrifice, that it is going to withstand any shock and a-ey attack, and it is prepared to take steps to hold its position. ·Ihey are firm and determined - these - 440,000 - by direct or indirect means to 6ncrease their strength. 'rhey are detennined to do everything that is essential to expand. Every element in the population are equally of the same opinion as to what ha.a to be done to maintain themselves. 

So far as Palestine itself is concerned. there is going to be an e~traordi­inary expansion. The discovery of unusual powers and energies, and understanding of what life is aDlabout,fqsical life, social life, everything essential for the building up of a Jewish State, they are prepared to undertake. Ire were concerned in finding out what eould be done in the United States to strengthen that founda­tion over there, and we were concerned greatly with how we were ~o organite the United Palestine Appeal for this year, and how to ma~re that campaign suce81eful. 
We can establish all the paraphernalia of a self-sufficient and Jewish life in Palestine, even in these desperate conditions that are being created for us all around Palestine. Many Zionists feel very lax about this matter. People are inclined to go to the abstraet, rather than the conceete, because it is easier. 
Dr. Goldman and I saw Mr. Kenned:, and Mr. Mac Donald and other people, about ,1hich we will report to the U.P.A. We have reeei ved advices from the Executive and offers of cooperation on the part of the Executive. There was a feeling in the Actions Cormnittee that if we were to bring over to the United States yoiing si:ecimens of Palestine life and let them go through all the Jewish communities, it would have a tremendoue effeet upon the Jews of this country. It would ~e an object lesson on Palestine. There are many people on the other side who realize that so much depends on our success. 

1'he question .no• ls(l) the U.P.A., our relationship to the American Jewish comnunities, and (2) how we can put over the verity of the idea for which we stand, 100,000 people ean be brought into Palestine next year, without any dis­location of Jewish life. There is no other place in the world that ha.a that atmospheric accommodation uhieh makes this not onlyrre11ef, but a relief to the Jewish people. All the·~crritoriee which have been designated are merely sport­ing devices. Aeybody who suggests a colonigation scheme is suggesting something which he knowns very well• will turn out to be something futile, 'lbese coloniza­tion schemes are not contributing to the refUgee problem. 'r.he argument hab to be felt by every Zionist as being the truth,~ that fanganyika as a colonization scheme is not related tothe refugee problem at all. ~e problem, so far as the propagandistic end of it is concerned, is a matter of the Zionist Organization; so far as the collection of funds is concerned, that ie a matter to be taken up by the United Palestine Appeal. 
~-----~---------
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MINUTES IF lmETING OF z.o.A. ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE HELD ON 
SATURDAY EVZHING, DBCEMBER 3, 8:30 P.M. AND SUNDAY, DECEMBZR 4, 10:30 A,M. 

AT THE ASTOR HOI'EL. HER YORK. 

PRESENT: Judge Wm. M. Lcwis(in the Chair). ~nd Messrs. Herm~n W. Bernstein, 
Sam.el Berson, s.w. Booratein, Ssl:nuel J. Borowsky, 1.D. Br~hem, Isr~el S. 
Chipkin, Sol Cohen, Rabbi Abrahem Dubip, Jacob Fishman, AbrPMm Goldberg, 
Israel Golnstein, AbrAh~rn Gooime.n, Morris Greenberg, Leo Guzik, Isaac Imber, 
Jacob Ish-Kishor, Sar.iuel Ju1enfreund, s~rnuel Ka.n~rvogel, MordecAi Konowitz, 
1brah~~ Krumbein, samuel Kuhl, Harris J. Levin, 1br~rn Liebovitz, Louis Lipsky, 
s. Margoshea, Horris Margulios, IrYing Miller, Herry J. Moskowitz, Semuol J. 
Perry, HArry Projector, ChArles Ress, Menehern Bibqlow, Louis Rimsky, Morris 
.Rothenberg, Moses Rubinson, Jochanon I. Rudevslq, Leon Savage, Jacob I. Schaffer, 
Albert D. Schanzer, Irving Schatzber~, Joseph J. Schickler, Berneri Shelvin, 
Abe Sin:lell, ibrah~m Spicenandler, Joshua Sprayregen, Nathan Swee1ler, H~rry 
'.Reinstein, Meyer N. iieist,:-Al, Joseph Neiss, Leo 'Nilson, Leo \Volfson: Oscar 
Altshuler, Benjamin Arenste1n, David Berenstein, M~urice J. Bloom, Ise,iore 
Bresleu, Barnett R. Brickner, s~muel Caploe, Morris Drob, Henry Ellenbogen, 
D-=ivid Feldman, D~vid Frs:nlkel, •• H. Fried1An1, Jacob Ginsbur,-;, Henry R. 
Goldberger, Joseph H~lbert, Benjamin RabAlslcy, Samuel Baucher, Simon Shatzer, 
Dewey D. Stone, Herry z. Zwelli:1g. 

~cuses for non-ettendance were received from Messrs. Ilie Berger, Morton M, 
Berman, ~ease B. Calcenaon, Azriel L. Eisenberg, Harry}. Fierst, Harry H. 
Frankel, Harry Friedenwaln. Denial Frisch, Paul J. G~iser, Joseph Gol~berg, 
!bram M. Granowitz, Isidore Harshfield, Jacob B. Hoffman, B. Horvich, 
Eiward L. Isr~el, Samuel F. J~cobson, Sidney E. JAffe, Gustave Kl~usner, 
Geo J. Klein, Max I. Kohrman, S. KrAn2berB, I. Archer Levir., Israel H. Levinthel, 
B. A. Lichter, Julius Livingston, Julian I. Mack, Elnar Markson. D~vid Polish, 
Aaron Riche, Morton J. Robbins, Henry Rosenbaum. Sam Sh~Ilk!Mn, Charles 13. Spiner, 
Elihu D. Stone, J. ~rsh~ll Taxay, Semel Umanaky, itephen s. Wise en1 Alex s. 
Rolf. 

The meetins WAS called to order &t 9:00 P. M., with Judge Lewis in the 
ChAir. The Ch~irm~n pointed out th~t in view of the recent events in Jewish 
erxl Zionist life both hero 9nd ~broad, necessitatinG the dep~rture of the 
Zionist leaders to London, it waa found impossible to convene a I!leeting of 
the Adminiatretive Committee before this. He celled upon the Secretary to 
present~ report on the proceedings of the z.o.A. Executive sime the last 
Convent ion. 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT: 

Mr. Mar~lies ;ubmitted the following report: 

As every member of the Ad.minis trative Committee knows, immediately after 
the close of the Detroit Convention, world events, particularly as they reacted 
on the Jewish people, were such as to render almost impossible normal procedure 
in the conduct of the Organization. Nevertheless, the newly elected Z.O.A. 
Executive has held during this period six meeti~s. 

Following 1s a aummary of the most important decisions reached at these 
meetings: 

At the first meeting held on Monday evening, July 11th, the Secretary sub­
mitted a report showing that the membership income on that date had exceeded 
last year's income as of that date by $17,100. Tho total income from merwer­
ehip for the year was $96,gis. In eonnection with the budget for the next 
fiscll year, the Secretary pointed out that although the deficit had been 
reduced last year by $20,000, there still remained a deficit of $20,000. Thii 
together with an estimated deficit of $15.000 for the current year. resulting 
from the itsms added by the convention added, will create e totel deficit o, 
$35,000 for the ye~r ending September 30, 1939. Mr. Lipslcy proposed that the 
budget be referred to the Finance Committee, with a reouest th~t the Finance 
Committee bring in a report showing how it intends to qpply the- budget in view 
of the anticipgted $35,000 deficit. 

Attention w~s c~lled to the presence in this country of Mr- David Tannenbanm. 
re1rese.nting the P.,lestine L'3nd Development Company. who came here for the pur·­
pose of opening 9n American branch of the P.L.D.C. under the supervision of the 
z.o.A., if th~t were possible. After~ thorough discussion the ouestion w~s 
referred to 9 subcommittee for the purpose of m.9king ~ study of the P.L.D.C. 
am. its relationship to the Jewish N~tioMl fund. The Executive elso decided 
th9t in principle it agrees th~t some me~ns ~nd method be founi to further the 
sale of privstely owned land in Palastine, provided the z.0.1. is freed from 
responsibility for such transactions. 

Dr, Goldstein, reporting on the financial status of the Palestine Pavilion, 
stated thet nlees th~ sum of $75,000 is made available between now and October 1, 
the P~lestine P~vilion would in ~11 likelihood never be built. Uter a pro­
longed discussion it was decided to C8ble to the Jewish Agency in P~lestine, 
urging that the Agency finance the P~lestine Pavilion through the Keren Heyesod• 
its American fisc~l agent. 

The ~eting empowered the President to draft a message of encourB.gement 
to be addressed to Dr. Weizm~nn ~nd the Yishub• in behalf of the z;o.1. 

Authorization w~s given to the Secret~ry to begin negotietions for the 
1939 Convention, and arrange for the holding of e session ~t the Rorld's Fait 
Grounds. 

The proposal of the President · th~t the Z.O,!. issue e ~uarterly devoted 
to Zionist letters and document; ol A historic~l ~nd permanent cherqcter, W$3S 

~pproved by the me~ting. The tenta.tive n~n:e of the ~uarterly is to be 
"Zionist Affeirs". 
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The second meeting of the Executive was held on Thursday, August 11, The 
principal item on the a6ema w~s the matter of the Palestine Defense Jund. It 
wBs felt th~t sin:e no lar6e-scale emergency C8mp~ign throughout the United 
States was possible in August or e~rly in September, ~ction be taken by B11 
Zionist orggnii~tions along the lines of the Y.ifdei Hazioni Fund, ~s epptoved 
by the Actions Committee, c~lling upon ~11 Zionists for~ contribution to this 
Fund. 

The meeting also decided to ceble to the Executive in London, calling atten­
tion to the fact th~t the Jewa of this country were very much concerned over 
imminent execution of Mordecai Schwartz, and therefore urged that the Executive 
intercede in his behalf. 

The third me~ting took place on Monday, August 29th, ~nd w~s devoted ex­
clusively to the consider~tion of the Question of Security and Defense Funds. 
It was reported that appeals were being made by (1) the V~Ad Bitachon, which, 
in a ouiet way, bad succeeded in r~isin~ over $30.000, mostly from individuals. 
( 2) The Emergency Campai,rn in the J1:1.vish Morning Journe 1, which w.cis originated 
by the Mizrachiin an effort to re~ch the Orthodox Jews of New York City, parti­
cularly during the nigh Holidays. (3) Th~ Emergency Campaign in The Day, 
launched by the Po~le-Zion. It WAS recommended that the V9ad Bit~chon discontinue 
all public, semi-public or nation-wide activities such 9s it hQd urrlert9ken in 
the l9st few weeks, ,nd continue ,lon~ the lines originally ~dopted. The Poale 
Zion, it was teported. would definitely discontinue its campei@ in The Dey by 
the 10th of September, ~nd that the Mizr9chi c~mpa16n in the Morni~ Journal 
would end with the High H"olidays. In order th~t the next U.P.A. campaign be 
not interfered with, it was decided tlu3t all emrgency fund campaigns terminate 
as ouickly as possible. 

The fourth medting of the Executive -as held on Wednesday, September 14th. 
DT• Goldmn, Mr. Margulies ~n1 Mr. Montor reported at length on their visits 
to P8le st ine '3nd Ant•erp. The follo;ting motion was un.qnimously .9riopted: "On 
the basis of reports on the Pal~stine situation, submitted by the President and 
Secretgry to the Elte~ative of the Zionist Or5~niz0 tion of Americ9, it was resolved 
to recommend to the United P~lestinc Appsal, ~s the fund-raising instrument of 
the Keren H~yesod ~rrl Keren h.ayemeth, to initiate en emergency conference to which 
~11 Zionist ~roups ~n1 Palestine fun1-raisin~ ~gencies would be invitei for the 
purpose of diecussin~ ~nd 91opting ~ progr8m for enl~rgei fun1-re1sing for Pale1tire 

It was decided that (1) on the occasion of tho High HolidPys ~ ,t~tement be 
issued by the President of the Z.O.!, to the Jswish le~1ers of Aroorice; and (2) 
th~t n~tionel r~dio bro~dc~sts be ~rrengeri to discuss the present Jewish situation. 

Mr. Elihu D. Stone called att,3ntion to the fact that en Anministr,qtive Comm,.. 
ittee h~d not yet been ors~nized. He pointed out th~t ,t the l~st Co111ention, 
bec~use of the l~teness of the hour, the Ch9irm~n of the Nomin~tions Committee 
was un~ble to present the n~mes of the Mministrative Committee. In9smuch 9s 

the n'3mes were not prtisented to the Corv ention, the Convention voted to delegate 
its authority to tho :h~cutive• with the instruction that the new Executive 

et its first meeting should n~me the Administr~tive Committee. 
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Following a lengthy discussion the follo,dng motions were unAnimously 
adopted: (1) Thate Committee be Rppointed to exemi~e the minutes~ the lest 
Convention eud present its report to the next meet~ of the Executive, for the 
purpose of confirmi~ or rejecting the Ad.minist~Ative Committee list; end (2) 
That tha President appoint a Comr.,ittee of this bo1y to help hiM bring before the 
next meeting of the Executive a program of organizAtion for the coming yeAr. 

(To implement the second resolution, Dr. Gol1zmn 9ppointed a Committee con­
sisting of Messrs. Dr. Ja~es G. Heller, Chairm~n, 1.H. Friedl~nd, Robert Szold, 
Louis LipsQ, Dr. Eiiwar1 L. Isr~el, Ch~rles Ress, and Rm. I. Siegel, However, 
1ue to the P~lestine emerGency situ~tio~ this Committee hqd not h~d ~n oppor­
tunity to meet gn1 prepgre 9 pl,n. Tne Committee •~s instructed ta 1o so prior 
to the next meeting of the Executive.) 

The fifth rneetin~ held on 'Nednesd~y, October 12, wes devoted almost entirely 
to the Pglestine emer6ency situ9tion. Reports were submitte1 by Dr. Gol~man, 
Mr. Lipsky and Mr. M~r~ulies on what h~d been done from the N~tion$l Office; 
the out-of-town members reporte1 on ~ction t~ken by their loc,lities. 

{Subsequent to this meetine of the Executive, ~ number of meeiin~s of the 
F.mergency Committee on Palestine were heli consisting of representatives of all 
?. roups and organiz~tions in Jewish life, which Committee conducted an11irected 
the various steps taken in connection with the preveilin~ emergency situation, 
an1 with which effort all are thoro~hly conversant.) 

The Committee which the President had appointed to consider the proposed 
list of Administrative Committee appointees, namely, Messrs. Charles .Ress, 
Chairman,. Elihu D. Stone, an. I. Siegel, Louis P. Rocker ~n1 CtJrl Shermgn, 
reported that the list of Administr~tive Committee members was carefully pre­
pared ~t Detroit, but was not read; it was therefore propose1 thqt the e~tire 
list, together ~1th cert~in ~11itions that would have to be me1e, should be 
ratifien. Mr. Ress moved th~t the list which appeare1 in The Naw Palestine, 
follo ;d ng the Cow ention, whic~ W'!lS the list drawn up in Detroit, together with 
the addition~l namea the Committee he1 approven, be consinere~ the Administr~tive 
Committee. This motion wes un~nimously 9iopte1. 

The sixth meeti~ of the Executive was hel~ on ThursiAy evening, December 1. 
Reports on the Action; Committee meeting in London ~ere presente~ by Mr. Goldberg 
an1 &bbi Miller. These reports were supplemented by Mr. Lipsky, Dr. Nahum Goldmanr. 
qnd Dr. Solomon Goldman with atatemert son meeti~s gnd conferences that were 
he11 following the ~djournment of the Actions Committee. 

The reports an·i the lengthy discussions which ensueci were crystallized in 
the following ~ecisions: (1) Tlmt to the next DEeting of the U.P.A. Administra­
tive Committee there be invited representatives from communities throughout the 
Uni ten States, whose influence may be helpful both in inciependent money-raising 
c~mpai~ns ea well as Relfare Chests efforts; !ln•i thRt in advance of th~t meeting 
there be prepared e draft of 9 cell to be issued to the Jews of America, out-

. lining the service Palestine is prepAred to rerder in the present crisis. 
Mr. Monter wee directed to convey to Rabbi Silver, the heed of the U.P.A. the 
sense of this resolution. (2) Th9t the President be authorized to nBme e Co~ 
mit~e of five to pass on routine organizational matters between meetinga of the 
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Executive. (3) ~ t the next meetint- of the Executive be held on 1Vednes11.~y 
evening, DeceMber 21st. (4) That on the rnornin1· of December 21st, prior to 
the meetini of the Executive, a meeting be convened of the Committee n~mcd 
by the President for the purpose of stuoy, amendment: elabor~tion en1 r~tifi,. 
cation of the President's plan for orgAnizing this ye~r 1 s Z.O~A. work. The 
Co~mittee is to submit its report to the ~eetin~ of the Executive scheduled 
for that evoning. 

The SecretAry supplemented his report on the Executive □eetinr with a 
report on membership. He st9ted th8t we h9d received in mer.b~rship dues for 
the current ye~r, th~t is, rrom October 1 to November 30, 1938, $19,626.05. 
For the same period l~st year we received $11,285.55 thus innicptinc ~n· in­
crease this ye~r for th~t two-nonth perion, of $1,340,50. Ne have enro~led 
for the current fiscql yeAr 7,836, as ar ainst 3,648 for the same period lPst 
year, showing en increAse of 4,188 members. Amon~ these 7,836 th~t have 
registeren for the current year, there are 4rl47 new □embers. The totel ~ember­
ship, th~refore, of the z.0.1. Rs of November 30,1938 is 33,146 -- the largest 
on record. 

The Secretary further reported th~t in connection with an effort to over­
come the $35,000 deficit th~t the z.o.A. was facin~. it was decided by a group 
of friends, initiated by the Finance Cornt'ittee, to err~rt·e for a GoldI!'1~n Fund, 
which w~s inaUo~r~ted at the dinner tendered to Dr. Goldl'!l1!n upon his return 
from Europe ~nn Palastine, lest sumner. Thus far there hP.s been pled~ed ~ow~ris 
thRt fund $14,980 an<l received in cash $6,647. '/ith the exception of $890. 
these contributions CAMe from New York. At~ dinner in Cleveland about $6~000 . . 
w~s pledge<! ~nd most of it waa collected, also in Chiceao a 1inner w~s tendered 
to Dr. Goldrn~n where ouitd a large sum of coney w~s pled~ed, but we have no 
direct reports from these two comr.mnities or other co~.r.mnities. A deteiled 
report of the Goldrr.an Funn is herewith attached. 

Mr. Goldrren added that a detailed report of the Emergency Fund activities 
will be · ;ubci tted at the Sun-iay xr.orni~ (l)ec. 4) session of the Adrni ni strati ve 
Commit tee. 

Mr. Bab•lsky moven, and it was second~d and unanimously carried 

TEAT the report of th~ S0cretary be accepted an1 ~nopted. 

REPORTS ON ACTIONS COMN.ITTES MEZTING: 

The Chairoan c~ll ed upon Dr. Israel Gol~stein to present his report. on 
the Actions Committee meeting. 

DR. GOLDSTEIN'S REPORT: 

Dr. Goliatein reported as follows: 

The important thin0 s that stAnn out in retrospect are :First. the reaction 
to the report of tho Noodhe~d Corr.z=ission. That report wqs issue upon the 
arrival of the AmericAn rreubars of the Actions Cor:-.mittee. Dr. ·,{eizrn.qnn was 
very ruch depressed. He looked wan,down-heerted, and when ~sked whether he 
had not anticipated the contents of this report, he SAid while he h~d antici­
pated its gist, he ha1 not ~nticipatei its cold• cynical, heartless tone. 
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He ~lso han not anticipated the cool reaction of the press in London, Thia 
report c~nnot be spoken of in the same breath as tbe Peel Report. It lgcks 
the rn~jesty and the qmpathy and un:'lerstPnding which characterise e goon deal 
of the Peel Report. 

Both the Partionists ~n1 the ~nti-Partitionists in the Actions Committee 
were depressed 'ln1 despondent, with the exception possibly of Ussischkin. ·,ve 
all envied .him. He see~en very l'!'lUCh relieved and not unduly trouble~ about 
the future. But wa ~11 realized, ~s Dr. ~eizmann rr~1e cle~r, th~t the ebon-
1.onment of p~rtition by the Governr.ient in its st13tement upon the report W'3S 

not 1ue to the objections of tha Jewish anti-Pertionists. Je realize th~t 
the report WJ:iS e concession not only to the Ar~b opposition, but -- what was 
even more troublin ~ to us - ~ concassion to tho se who stood behind the Arabs-­
the rrEsters of Munic~, ~no loathe to see the iignity qnd prestige which a 
Jewish St~te would brin~ to .the Jewish People. The only consol~tion is the 
w~y in which the raport m~kes cle~r now nuch the whole financi~l structure 
of Pclestine iepenis upon the Yishub; -- th9t the Je~s in Palestine ~re the 
only vital and economic factor. Th~t was by implic~tion ~ compliment to us. 
But the conclusions ir'3wn fro:r: that were, of course, i n1efensi ble • 

The auestion of p~rtition of the Jewis~ St~te iid not occupy a very pro­
minent pgrt of the Actions Com~ittee procee1in i s, ~lthough it was referred to 
every now and then. It seenrl to be linJerin? in the minis ~ni in the heArta 
of many who were thera. 

The meetings of the Actions CoiwT.ittee were concerned chiefly with Rn 
analysis of our whole Zionist position, and with~ discussion of our attitude 
with regard to the conference to be CAlled by the Government. R~rely hPs there 
been a meeting of ~n Actio1~ Coc:rnitteo so frank, roelistic, self-searching ~nd 
almost brutally self-sacrificing. There h8d been a number of very understAnding 
speeches about the present and the future of our move~ent. Ne were impressed 
with the negative factors of world-wide scope, - the f~ct tmt 1emocracies 
a.re retreating before F~scism 8ni therefore the position of the Jewi1h People 
cannot be any more certain than the position of the democracies themselves; -­
the fact that the question ~f who would control the Me1iterranean woul1 have 
to do with what would be our pasition in P~lestine. 

Dwelling upon the unfRvorable phas~s of the situ~tion, the spe~ker said 
that due to the niscussion of the negAtive points, sor!.le of us thought et the 
beginning that the effect of all that mi ,;ht be d~mpenitF ftWi riisheartening, 
but actually it was not so, because upon the realiz~tion th~t we were dealing 
with thesa problems fr~nkly an~ norestly1 we were in a position to receive· 
with all the greater assurance and confidence the positive side of the picture 
which followe1. The positive si1e of the picture consists of the f~ct th~t 
the MandAte still stands and immi6 r~tionstill goes on; -- of the fact that the 
Yishub itself is a politic'il factor t<>~iabor a(:aimt, for the very presence of 
4oo,ooo Jews is e tremen1ous factor which the Government cannot completely 
ignore in any disposition of t}v:Jt auestion; -- the fact that there are still 
some powerful nqtions thpt can be appealed to in the name of humanity. Th~se 
positive elements helped to bring some reassurance th~t our c~use, es the ye~rs 
~ o on, m8y ievelop 98 we hope it ahgll. 

With re~ar1 to the conference of Jew, ~ni Arebe, the official etAnd that 
h~a been tBken by the l:ency and r6tified by the Actions Committee is known. 
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Upon the proposal of these conferences, there wqs not very t:JU.Ch optimism. M~ny 
doubted whether the Goverll03nt would find a basis for calling such a conference 
between Je~vs anti 11-Abs. Others doubted whether, if such ~: conference were hel11, 
there coul1 be ~ny e~reement thAt could be a constructive step forward; and ~11 
felt t:1c 1~t0r · ·ini::1 • factor in making these conferer~ es successful would 
have to be the ettitt~iie of Government itself. If t'he 110;.rernment would t~ke the 
position that it is r..erely a neutr~l chairman, to hol ·-'\. the scales evenly be-
tween the two sit\es, V<Jry little would happen, but if tbe Governme~ would make 
cle~r its own ~ttitu1~ ~s an expression of the m8jority of those who spoke in 
Parliament, then the motiera.tes .simon.; the Arabs would bt: -9ble to listen to reason, 
and somethin6 worthwhi~e would come out of these conferences. 

The meeting; of the Actions Co ll".littee □ane clear to ~11 of us where we 
stand with reference to our work. For the A7ierican me~bers they h~ii a very 
import~nt purpose in b~inging us into contact with the Palesti~ians. These 
men and wot1en from Eretz Israel ~re Absolutely remarknbl u, end no matter how 
much~~ be said about them, it is an under-state~ent. To think w:1at they did 
for the Kofer Hayishub! How women helped with their wedning rinf :; and children 
were reedy to give up their mid-day meals, and how men and worne1 volunteered 
to give up 15 end 20% of their me~gre incomes! ,,·e were enthralled and Pt the 
same time eshemei of ourselves. The meetirgs of the Actiors Comrrittee resulted 
in the ~doption of a budget of t5,000,000 for the cominr- ye~r. It is the budget 
of the Keren H~yeaod, and the Jewish ~ency that is responsible for the main­
tenance of our position in these precarious times. Am we were chArged with 
the responsibility of impressing upon the American Zionists the import~nce of 
making 6001 that bud6et. 

For the immediate future, the ~eneral feeling wes thAt we f~ce A period 
of suspense ~nd indecision. The arr~n~ament of the conferences will t~ke time-­
months will elapse. Then the Government will have to ~dopt its policy, en~ thet 
will t~ke time. The Government, at the present moment, it was thoUJsht, hes no 
i1ea whet its policy is going to be after these conferences, an1 it mAy very 
well be thet for the next twelve or ei~hteen months there will bee coniition 
of suspense, during which, however, the Maniete remains. iIIlr.ligretion goes on 
at its present restricte1 rate ~nd m"y, unier the pressure of the German situa­
tion, be increBaed. 

During these months of suspense ~nd indecision we hRve an opportunity of 
doing positive work in the consoli~~tion of tho Yishub 1 in the strengthening 
of its position. in the increase of its power for defense, in the purchase 
of land, which is ,vail8ble in large quantities. Ussischkin reportei that 
there are vaat areas thro~hout Palestine, from North to South_ which can be 
acouired now by the Jewish National Fund, areas involving an outlay of $6,000,000-­
wh1ch would give us 19n a,i:ii t ionsl 25% on our lan-1 hol 11~?s •. And we left wi tn 
the conviction that we have work to do and that we have an opportunity that will 
count in the ultimate disposition of ?alestine•s future. That impressiQn we 
must now convey to the whole of American Jewry. This is e time for~ new kind 
of action, far greic.tter than anythi1'€ thet has preceded, qnd we, the Arre ric~n 
Zionists, are char5ed with becoming the Actions Committee - the Comnittee of 
Action. Let us ect to safeguard the future of our HomelF.!nd. 
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RABBI IRVING MILLER: 

The Actions Committee formulated no new policies. It uttered or gave 
expression to no new slogan in Zionism. And yet, if ever an lctions Com­
mittee justified its sessions, this meeting in London did just thet. It 1s 
well worthwhile considering that this Actions Committee rneatirg was convened 
tho day after one of the greatest upheavals in Jmvish life. It met two days 
after the publication of a report of a Commission, this time colder, more 
cynical, more misinformed on the relationship between Zionism end the problem 
of the Jewish People than any other report; and then the news broke upon us 
of vh~t was transpiring in Germany and in the light of these two disturbing 
events, the Actions Committee met. That that group of Jews did not surrender 
to desp81r, did not engage in e spirit of defeetism, but immediately got down 
to business, wau the most reIDRrkable indication of the fact thP.t the only move­
ment that h9s a progr~m in Jewish life today is the Zionist movenent. That 
WRS the most significant aspect of the Actions Committee meeting. It stood 
the ecid test. It came together at one of the turning,-points in Jewish life, 
and it met the test by going forth with a program. The address that gave the 
most graphic indic9tion of that spirit w~s that of Earqtz. He toia ·ua four 
or five stories from Palestine. That w~s his whole speech. He spoke to ua 
of~ celebration in Kinnereth, of the man who gave the country three sons and 
asked what else he couln do. No words made the impression on us that these 
words made, and no words implied a program for action ~a these words 1.mPlied, 
boceu~e they said: 1The position that we have achieved in Palestine will not 
be disturbed; the position that we have in P~lestine c'!tnnot be shaken by any 
repo~ts of GOlfernments; and above all, the position thAt we have achieved in 
P~lestine is the only ~nswer to what has happened in Germaey. There in Pales­
tine we have already prepared a home for exactly the homeless ones made home­
less by what happened in Germaey on November lOth. 1 That was the entire tone 
of the meeting of the Actions Committee. It sopke to the Jewish world and to 
the non-Jewish world, and said: 1Here we have a position; in that position we 
h~ve rights that have been given to us by Great Britein, that have been recog­
nized by the League of N~tions, that have been confirmed by the United Stetes. 
Those rights are the b~ttle-front on which we ere still w~ 6ing our battle, 
end those r15htsare the spearhead even of the conflict between the democratic 
countries arxl the Fascist countries. 1 It becomes clearer to us that our rights 
in Palestine are in a certAin measure our last sAfeguard for our rights in the 
world generally, that our status in the world ~nd in the Diaspora is going to 
depend more Rnd more upon the oaintenance of our rights in FAlestine. The 
rights that . have been given to us in Pelestine we have not yet lost; and every 
dey that imr..igration is not yet closed nown in Palestine, our rights still stand. 

On that note the Actions Committee concentrated throughout its sessions, 
and on that note it adjourned, with this appeal to the Jewish People. In the 
final a~lysis, that is our program: holning on to these rights. These rights 
ere going to be chAllenged from without b? the negoti~tions with the Arabs, 
by the pressure from Germ9ny and Italy, by the indifference of Great Britain, 
when Palestine is prepared ~nd eAger to take in 100,000 Jews. But we ~re ~oing 
to be ch~llengod from within elso, by those among us who ere going to be deluded 
in their enthusi~sm and sincere desire to do something for the refugees by turn­
ing to other quarters, by believing the pl",()pegende that is being created in some 
ou~rters that Palestine cannot solve the refugee problem. We Zionists must un­
derstand that there, too, is our challenge in Palestine. Our progr~m ?rust be 
to holn on to these r16hts. 
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Our duty, our solemn obli~etion, our only justification for our Zionis@ 
And for our Judaism today ia to be reedy for the dgy when our rights for 
P8lestine will be 1eclare1 enew; th~t day we ought to own land in P9lestine 
in gre~ter meqsure than we heve today. We nust mobilize. Our nobiliz~tion 
tues the form of ~ore l~ni ~ni more aettlameits in P~lestine. The ~obiliza­
tion is in our hanis until the necision will come. The Actions Cor.irnittee 
rne~ting at this juncture in Jewish'life, issued this c~ll: If not now, God 
knows whan; but this is the time when we c~n do it; end this is the purpose 
to which every Zionist must consecr~te himself ~t this tine. 

MR. ABRAHAM GOLDBERG: 

We went to this Actions ~or.,.rdttee meetin,; knowing wh~t to expect. ·11e 
expected the ioodhe~d Report, but at tha s~me time ~e knew that the British 
were not the seme we left seven nonths ago, enri truit the French were not the 
same; that these two democracie1 were on the down gre1e. We went to the Actions 
0omr.iit tee ri1eeting not in the expectation of Getting r.mch. Tho air was filled 
with~ great fear. 

bn we came there, what occured in GerI:lRny wPs before our eyes. Ne found 
a gregt deal of sympathy. but no relief. Everybody wondered what would heppen 
next. The sympathy of the Governnent was not ignited into action. ,ihen 
Dr. ·,1eizmann told us he had knocked at the d.oor of every leaner, we anticipated 
the answer with regard to Palestine. They were efraid of the Arabs. 

Soon there cai:eabout a change in the atmosphere. ,,e found out thAt the 
English people were sy~pathetic towards us and as soon ~s we felt that Englatd 
is not ~orally bankrupt we felt different - the situation cleared u.p. ik felt 
that the main lea1ers of public opinion in England were aroused anl it would 
not be easy for thee to close the doors of Pelestine to Jewish refugees; we 
felt that the pressure from Ar.lerica would bring about A different attitude 
even on the part of Chanberlein. 

I went away from this Actions Committee oeeting very oich s8tisf1cd; I wes 
elated with the speeches end the atmosphere pem~eting the sessions. ,1hen 
Shertok gave us the bec~round of the Yishub in Palestine, we felt able to 
ignore the Roodhead :Report. 

On Saturdey ni~ht we knew we harl a proJrAm. At the end of the meeting 
certain thi~• developed of the utmost importance, for menbers of Psrliement 
h~i let us know th~t they were not goi11t5 to at~n1 by this decision ,nd would 
do ell in their power to bring ~bout what we he1 hoped for. Other territories 
may be good or bRd -- may be necessary or not; so~e say it m~y be 8 mistake 
tbAt we fail to prep~re some other outlet -- but et the moment there ia no 
other country thet can take in 100,000 refugees, The British Government ae31 
th~t we must look for other countriea ~nd should agree for the moment toe 
minimUm of illlI!ligration. le informed them that this year we can teke in 100,000 
imtigtents. He told tham that we could definitely t~ke in 10,000 children. 
Thia shows whet prep~ration ~eens. 

,ie felt et iho Actions Cocmittee ceeting that we had not lost-• trutt aa 
long as we have a country, the program will come of iteelf, The Areba cennot 
be rehabilit•ted without the aaa1stance of Jewa. In other word1, if we help 
ouraelvea; thet will be helped. Many ot the A.raba ~re beginni?l; to feel th~t 
they c~n be helped only b1 the Jews, Land can be purchas~d ~t very reasonable 
pric.e nowo 
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The Arab-Jewish Conference is very important. We must go. The feet that 
the non-Palestinian Governments have been invited is also very important to us. 
They need Britain; without Britain they are at a loss; Pnd these people want 
to live amicably with Gre~t Britain. The only factor against this coming to­
gether is what happened in Palestine. Even this Conference in the long run 
is bound to produce good reaults. 

We left the Actions Committee meeting with the feeling that we h~ve an 
immediate program. 'Rinterton has admitted that there is A possibility, before 
the conference, that the doors will be opened much wider. Pressure will come 
because of the f~ct th::tt we want to t':!ke in 100,000. ,Ve must buy more land 
et this time because we have A chance to buy it. ~Ve must bring in BS meny 
immigrants into Palestine as possible. de must strengthen our defense. He 
must bring to the J~wish people the necessity of helping these very valiant 
men end women and defend our position in Palestine. 

This Actions Committee meeting helped us to come b~ck with the ~ssuranee 
that our work continues from day to dgy, end if we succeed in mobilizing our 
people behind the Yishub we will ~gAin have en opportunity to discuss the 
question of a Jewish State end with much wider boundaries tMn have ever been 
offered. 1e must work towards the go~l that the Jewish St~te become~ fgct. 

The Chairman read telegrams received from Dr. Stephen S, ~ise and from 
Hon. Elihu D. Stone, regretting their in9bility to gttend the meeting of the 
A.dministr9tive Committee. 

The Ch~irman st~ted th~t subse0uent to the closing of the Actiom Committee 
meeting Mr. Lipsky and Dr. Gold.mRn stayed over in London for additional confer­
ences. He called upon Mr. Lipsq to report on what hAppened subseguent to the 
meeting of the Actions Comr.iittee and what occurred at the conferences end meet­
ings which took place ~fter the Actions Committee meeti11G. 

MR. LIPSKY 1S REPORT: 

Dr. Goldman and I came to London practically ~fter the meeting of the 
Actions Cocmitteo had taken pl~ce. Re found most of the members alreAdy in 
the turmoil of the genersl discussion about the resolutions th~t were to be 
~dopted. So that, for all practic~l purposes, he ~nd I were not present et 
the Actions Com."Ilittee meetin~. Rhat 1 s import~nt for this l'!leeting of the 
Ad.ministr~tive Committee is not only to hear descriptions of the meetings 
held in London, but also to 6et some idea of how these thines affect the work 
that they ~re c~lled upon to do. -

I was on the boat corning back from Antwerp et the time Hitler's speech 
w~s delivered in conrection with PrBgue. We cqn take that es the starting 
point when thin5 s began to heppen for us. If Prague fell, it was the gener~l 
impression throughout the world th~t something would happen with regArd to 
Jerusalem. If Pr~6'le fell, 'lnd. the de?Docrec ie s ,:iband,,ned th~ t outpost, wh~t 
would happen when En.sl9nd came to consider the Woodhe~d Commission's Report? 
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,fould everthing go further in the direction of Munich? Or would England draw 
beck? Th-'3t was the ca"'.lse of tha jjCtion taken in the United States in connec­
tion with the protest. Rhen we were informed th9t the Ent~l~nd Government was 
going in the direction of Munich, we launched in the United States the protest 
against throwing P-=1lestine into the same wqste b~sket in which Czechoslovakia 
was thrown. The mmbers of the Actions Committee in London were all made 
aware of the fact. It c~n be s~id with '3 degree of satisf~ction th~t the 
action taken in the United St~tes in conrection with thAt matter~ the protest 
th,t was or Jr:nized 911 through the United States. which re1::- istered the first 
outpourintr of Americ~n sentiment with regBrd to the Jewish cause. helped to 
s timul~te the later '3C ti on taken in connection with Germ~ny on the p~rt of 
the American popul1:1 tion. 

The effect in London of air protest had a visible result in the position 
of the Government, end ~ltho~h the Government threw aside the Woodhe,qd Report, 
l!nd when '3pproached, refused g,ctu~l stJ.tisfaction to the Zionist represent~tives, 
nevertheless, by the issuin1~ of the immi~1ation schedule. indicated thJJt it 
was not goin5 in the direction of Munich, but it was considering. qnd in~ 
mor9l confusion. decided to repeat what it h~d done six montha before. The 
f~ct that it repeated it indicated that the En~lish Government h~d stopped; 
it was not 5oing further with Mu~ich. 

The repercussion from the outside had an impression on the Actions Com­
mittee meeting; -- it practicAlly paral~zed ieizmann's speech. How could he 
speak of anything that ha,d to do 111 th Jewish aff~ira in the face of Yi1e.t w~s 
happening in Germ?.ey? His words were emotional. The Actions Co ~..mittee in 
London, which numbers seventy by now, is almost a Congress. The Actions Com­
mitted has included in it lar6e nll{.:bers of Jews from P~lestine. 'Nith regard 
to their attitude, everyone of them was ea6er to know how we were going to 
Act in America to help in maintP.ining the position of the Jews in Pfllestine. 

It was the business of Dr. Goldrn8n Rnd mrself to register in London on 
beh,lf of the Americ~nCommittee the fact th~t America w~s substantially be~ 
hind the protest, ~nd I think we m.tlde 9J me impression upon Mr. MacDon':!ld, 
'3lthough he did not need it. because he had been receiving regulBr reports 
from Mr. Kennedy. All of En~l~nd feels Americ'3 tod~.y mare keenly than ever 
before. There is nothin~ on this e~rth that hAs more sense and meaning; to 
En6land th'3n the friendship of Ar:lerice, end whatever may heppen in the United 
Stetes, the English Govern.nent is highly sensitized to whqt is going on here. 

The position with re6ard to our own affairs is very sinple. The Pales­
tini9ns are beginning to think less and less of these political trickeries 
that are going on in the world. It never seemed more J.1.•.dierous to give a 
reaaoned reply to any report than to the ~Voodhee.d Report. The import~nt 
thing for us to do, so far ~s Palestine is concerre d, j.s to provide. 

Ne who are the workers unnerstand the sum total of ~11 things done at 
London -- with re,5.g_rd to the Actions Co:nmi ttee meeting - the resolutions 
adopted~ the st~tements 6otten out a11ressed to the English people. the 
statement addressed to the Jewish people, ~nd other statemezt sin Hebrew and 
English. ie now have to consider the practicAl side of the situation which 
h9a to do with the United St~tes. So far lls the Yishu.b is concerned., anti so 
far ss the political conditions qre concerned, we ought not to be westing 
much of our time in getting into complicated discussions over them. The 
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Conference is not going to be $3n Arlljb-Jewish Conference. Tm Govermrent is 
going to have~ conference with A.rabs ani then with the Jews, and they will 
find out what eBch one thinks, ~nd then they will try to reconcile therr. 9nd 
present e 1.raft to e~ch one. Then they ~.BY come to the conclusion th~t there 
is nothing in co~.mon, or thRt there is so~ethin6 in co~mon; ~nd by thBt ti~e 
the Ar~bs rr.ay reech a way of doi~ thi~s without goi~ to 10 Downing Street. 
ire ourselves would be 6re~tly encouraged because m e.ny Zionists are uniter the 
impression that the Arab opposition is a very substAntial affair. 

So far Aa thu Jews of Palestine are concerned, they ere so□ething we can 
depen1 upon, And their position is dependent upon us; qnd the very realistic 
thin~ which f~ces us is the situ~tion in the Unita1 Stetes, and prob9bly in 
Engl~nd, in Canada and in many other countries. How we are going to ~et the 
money here in the Unitei Stgtes ia a very serious problem. ,ihat h~s happened 
in Germany stirs us as much as it stirs e,nybody else. ,,e cannot separate our­
selvea from thgt feeling. Every i9y more lgni is bei~ occupie1 by Hitler; 
every jay more l9n1 is beillG occupied by the Nazi iiea. Evary 1ay the Jews 
of Europe fin1 themselves in a closed wall, and we ourselves ere implicated 
in the whole action. An1 what is goin~ on in Lon1on: At the time when the 
representatives of British Jewry, headed by Viscount Samuel, issued a state­
m~nt in regard to the refugee situation, they left out all reference to 
Palestine; and when Dr. Neizmann refused to sign it, they inclu1ed two words! 
1 including Palestine'. Re are in great dani~er of hAvi ng a situation created 
for ua whereby much of the regl 1.eep sympathy with the situ~tion will be greAtly 
affected by these sorts of appeals, ann we have to fini q w~y to reconcile wh~t 
every Jew in the worli w9nts to io. J.t is not g ver y egsy thing here in the 
Uniter! Statei to fim. 9. pl9ce. But that pl~ce we have to find., without 11s­
turbing the unity which hes been establisher! in t he United St9tes. The Keren 
Hayesod reouires $5,000.000; it coul1 use more. The Netional Fun1 reouires 
$5,000,000; it coul:i use more. There i s a tremen1ous ~mount of work we have 
to do here, in order to prove with sense an1 with ~ood feeling th~t the build-
1~ of tre J ewish N~tional Home is ~n essenti~l fe~ture of the relief. Jben 
our frien~a undertake to begin proposir,6 territories to be settled; when they 
begin to t~lk of un1ertRkin~ larse-scale coloniz~tion; when they begin to telk 
of creating e counter-way to P~ldstine - we can prove, without any greet dif­
ficulty, that Palestine represents a less formidable obstqcle in the way of 
our endeavors. Even the politicAl 1ifficulti~s can be overcome by A m~ss 
demonstration of Jewish resources. Tho very SRme confusion th~t makes it 
impossible for England. to decide between Arabs and Jews - not having t he 
strength to decide - tnat very same vacillAtion can be used bJ an organized 
American Jawish CoIDIIllnity to force the doors of P~lestine open ore quickly. 
You can feel it in the air in Palestine. 

All Jewry must be united in ordef that that door which is being kept 
closed should be openei by the pressure which should be brought to bear by 
9: humanitari9n sentiment bAcking up the Jews in their ieIMni for this release 
from their intolerable position. No one will say that if R l~u1 c~n be oc­
cupied by such men and worr~n, having created in so few yeers what they h~ve 
create1, and that 1An1 is re~dy tomorrow -- they already hAve a reGister of 
home, that are prepared to take 10,000 children, i mrnediately, ~nd other groups 
will take care of many other thousandi - that is goin~ to do any good to ~ny­
body to have the Jews scattered. Here\is a place where, the atroJ"Fer it becomes, 
the stronger Jowry becomes. This fact is represented by a cor.ur.unity re~dy ~nd 
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willing to build itself up, ~nd Asks only for the re-enforcerI¥--nt of men end 
women to mC)ke it s tro~ • 

:EPch one of us should f:o back to his corr.r.ru.ni ty Elnt\ ~S1ke a distiuction 
between relief Pni coloniz~tion -- between reliof and P~lcstine - for after 
relief there I!lUSt cor.i s some settlement of the people who rcouire relief. The 
J .D, C, is goin.! to 1.0 tho necessary work of teldnf 1,000 people fiming them.­
selves on the Czechoslovakian frontiert another thousand on another frontier; 
but after they ~ivc this relief they must consiier what they are going to do 
with these victims of relief, An1 in that situAtion, it is our business for 
the first tiwe really to make An e~rnest endeavor to put Zionism into the 
Jewish communities of this country. 

wVe ~re in a posit ion to say in advance, with qn account~nt I s eccuracy, 
with 9n econi~ist 1s accuracy: :Palestine can tak~ in 100,000 Jews within 
tw~lve rr.onths'. .A.ni what stPn1s in the way? A lot of illusions, f~lse il'!l­
pressions, words with re ~er;i to t:1e Ar~bs, worie with regArd tc, the BP.lfour 
Declaration •. worns stan(i in tie wpy of 100,000 peo-ple r.ovinc'! into Paiestine. 
There is nothi~G in tae WAY except t~0se words. The Enclish Guvern.ment hBs 
swellowed IMny of ! ts own ·.vor1.s; ~nd the Arabs use wor·is only to make obstacles, 
and they can be rer.1oved. There is nothi~ in the w~y of 100,000 Jews E~etting 
into Palestine t his y :.,ar. 

Doubt h~s heen expressed whether the Zionists fi 0ht in the Nelfare Chests; 
not bei n~ prc.:v it:.Led with the necess8ry arguments, they let t!'lin;;s r; o by the boPrd, 
and in rr.13ny cornrrn:. ities _ the prevailing sentiment cont;'.'cl s the whole city in 
which there are th1us: nd.a: of Zionists. It is a very j !'.,~ort~nt thing that this 
Ml:iinistrative Comr:.ittee~ having e merr.berehip represent i n:--; Zionists ell over the 
country, should become the af ents at thia critical time. If we do not IDBintAin 
our position at this time, then we p~ss up e whole deca~e. That which wee built 
up will become~ fert of petrification, anA one of the r-rAn1est efforts ~de by 
Jews will be lost. It is up to us. 

In Enelend, the Zionists rro renerkAbly E'li>ve. In South Africa, the Jews 
do a volume of good for the Zionist Movement thet puts us to shame. In this 
country, even where we Pchieved financial success, in m~ny cases the Zionists 
themselves gre the ~ost ramiss. This situation h~s to be ch9ngei, and we know 
from expierence that tne Zionists have never change~ urrler norm~l conditions. 
This is the emergencyJ 

The ChAirman st~ted that we Are in a situ~tion very similar tonAy to the 
one we mat in Philadelp~ie a few years ago. when the Crimean situation took 
place. Here is R situation which reouires of us the use of tact ani of t~od 
sense, am telkillF,; to these people aloll6 the lines th~t have been in1iceted 
today. Mr. Lipslcy is correct ~g,iin ... sAid the Chairmqn - wh\3n he SA.id th~t 
in so many cities, particularly the Chest cities, where the Zionists who ere 
active in the campaigns Are frequently overwhelmed by the so-c~lled non-Zionist 
opinion because we are not as informed as we ought to be. What we need is □erely 
to point out the factual condition; the facts speak louder th9n ~ny theorizing 
on the part of any Zionist or non-Zionist. 

Judge Lewis then called for discussion on the rq>orta presented. 
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DISCUSSION: 

Rabbi Miller st~ted th~t he freauently heArd remarks on the part of meny 
members of the Ad□inistrative Col'i'L1ittee to tho effect tlwt this Adninistrative 
Committee is not ~iven an opportunity to do soMe constructive work in the 
Zionist Or4;aniz~tion. He pointed ou.~, therefore, th~t the Administr~tive Com­
mitt~e has the ~reRtest opportunity th~t it ever hAd to come to the rescue 
of the Zionist movement ~t this time. 

Rabbi Miller felt thqt we must have e progra~. We need e certain a~ount 
of money, and if that certain amount cf money involves sixty percent or forty 
percent does not .interest us in the slightest; we r.ru.st carry through a program. 
The U.P.A. is not the policy-making body of the Zionist Organization; this 
Administrative Committee is the policy-making body in this country. ·\1hat the 
Zionist work in thia country shall be; wbAt we shall appeP.l for to ~rican 
Jewry, ~nd how nm.ch money we need in the interest of PP.lestine is for ~s to 
decide, in connection with other Zionist bodies. The Z.C.A. Adrriinis·~r fJ tive 
Committee shouJ.d at least be true to its own functicn, end because of t,he feet 
th~t we wi~l ~ct have another meetirg of the Aaministrative Commjttce before 
the Nation3.)_ ·..,c,nference in ie.ahington, we must come out with a cofo.:rete state­
ment. ,Ve c;an Bpeu of definite immigration possibilities; so fP.r •.ve have 12,000--
1,000 ~ mon:h~ Surely the schools will be made broad3r, but so fe~ no country 
has come forth with 12,000. 

Rabbi Miller sug1~eated th~t ia the busire ss of this Administrative CoIIl!'!littee 
to appoint a committe~ to present for the consideration of this body, a conceived 
and well planned resolution that will enbody the needs of Palestine, the amount 
that we need, the projects for which these moneys will be put forth} 'end through 
this Administrative Coremittee issue that call to the United P~lestine Appeal and 
to the American Jewish people. ·,Vhen the Administrative CoIIlI!littee of the U.P.A.. 
will meet Thursday night, December 8th, it should hgve such e resoltuion before 
it. 

The Ch~irrr.an formulated Mbb1 Miller's auggestion in the following notion: 

THAT a Coml!1ittee of seven or nine menbers of the Administrative 
Committee of the z.o.A. be appointed to draft a resolution to 
be sub~itted to the rooeting of the Administrative Committee 
at 1ts Surrlay morning (Dt3c.4) session, for the purpose of 
notifying or tellin6 the United Palestine Appeal the attitude 
of the Z.O.A. Administrative Committee with regard to the 
fund-raising project which it has undertAken. 

The motion was seconded. 

The Chaircan stated that he intends to ettend the neetitl#=; of the U.P.A. 
Administr8tive Committee, Since the fund-r~ising project is purely a rmtter 
for the U.P.A.. - and the z.o.A. is very well represented on the U.P.A, Ad.nini­
strative Committee -- he did not think the z.o.A. Adrninistr~tive Committee ought 
to go out of its WAY to handle such catters, but ought merely to direct or m~ke 
its recommendations to the U,P.A. 

Judge Rothenberg thought it , i~ht be very helpful if~ proper resolution 
were drawn, but he thought it is very import9nt th9t the resolution, when dr~wn, 
should be one that will reflect the opinions not only of those who are present 
~t this meeting of the .Administrative CoI!l!littee, bJ.t of ell those who are prominent 
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in the leadership of the United Palestine Appe~l, because these leAders are 
meetin with the J.D.C. Very important nehotiations are now going on between 
the U.P,A. and the J.D.C., and what they arc boing to do is related to what 
we are going to do. Dr. ,Vise, Dr. Silver, end other Mt ional lea<iers rust 
participate in the formulation of that resolution, otherwise it oey be 1urtfel 
than beneficial. 

The oriGinal motion ~a fornmlated by Judge Lewis was uMnioously o~rried. 

After a lengthy discusQiOn ea to how the resolution is to be formulated 
in which Judge Rothenberi, Louis Lipsky, Bebbi Miller, Sioon Shetzer And 
Pllbbi Gol~stein, participated, the Chairman Appointed the followin~ Committee 
to def31 ·,dth the m!:3tter of drafting -8 resolution to be presented to the Dec, 8th 
meeting of the U.P.A( A1rdnistrat1ve Committe e which will reflect the etti tu1e 
of the Z.O.A, Administrative Comr.1ittee on the fund raisifl{; plan - Louis Lipsky, 
Dr. I;r~al Goldstein, Ju 6e Morris RothenberG, Rabbi Irving Mill er, Dr. Stephen 
s. lise, Dr. H~rris J. Levine. 

The meeting adjourned at 12 o'clock midnight -- until the followi ng morning 
at 10:30 o'clock, 
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SECOND SESSION OF ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE w.EETING 

SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 4 1 10: 30 ,o I CLOCK 

Judge 'Mn. M. Lewis, in The Chair. 

The Chairman recalled that last evenirg a good deal of the discussion 
centered around the reports of the proceedings of the lctions Ciommittee, and 
~tated that during the discussion on those reports he got the feeling and 
the impression that we were talking more with reference to the U.P.A. rather 
than what we here, as members of the Administrative Committee, should do to 
strengthen the Zionist Organization, as such. In the last analysis, he pointed 
o•t, the Administrative Committee is the Zionist body which ought to have 
charge of things which have to do with the progagation of the Zionist idea 
throughout the country. At the moment, there is no more important Zionist 
b~siness that the Administrative Committee can cons ider than that of increas­
ing membership. He thought, therefore, that it wou ld be well to get an ex­
pression of opinion from the floor with regard to what the Ad ministrative 
Commit t.'Je should de by Wa;J of issuing a call and appointing a sr, - c~.B~ committee 
for IIlB ~~-il~ -!..n app eal for Zionist members. He pointed out that &t !!C time was 
the s i 'cuc, ti c, n from tl:e po int of view of ~couiring new members in t he Zionist 
Organizetion as favorable as it is now. He then called upon me mb ars of the 
Administrative Committee from varioua comrrn.inities to report wh9t is being 
done locally and to give ~n expression of opinion as to what they think the 
Ad.ministr~tive Committee Rs such can do towards implementing the work of 
incr~asing the enrollmunt of the Zionist Or~~nizAtion. 

Mr. Gre enberg (of the Bronx, N.Y.) sta ted th~t while it is gr~tifying 
to hear that the Z.O.A. has todate increased i ts membership by 4,000, over 
the same period last year, mvertheless, if we do not enroll 100,000 members 
by the end of this fiscal year, we will be a failure as Pn orgenizetion. He 
sug~ested th~t the masses of Americ~n Jewry All over the country be appealed 
to and encouraged to join the organization at a special membership fee of 
$1.00 or $2.oo p~r ~nnum. 

Mr. Msrguli~s stated that it would be a great mistake to sllow t his fine 
meeting to disintegrate into somethir:g that will be of no value ~nd bri~ no 
results. He pointed out th9t the z.o.A. has certain rul es, regul~tions, a 
Constitution, and even precedent, and we c~nnot jus t consider ourselves as 
sort of a rump proposition, where we cPn ,:idopt rule a de nouve'.!m. ht the 
Chairman sug6ested et the baginniI¥5 of this meeting was that we build the 
organization and not roorely Get in members and npmes from verious other 
org~nii~tions, An o~portunity will be given to Zionist s to show numericBl 
strenr~th of th,9t type .. ithen the Shekel C,impaign is initiated for the current 
year. At the present, we are concerned with our members in good standing, 
membt3rs of the or:..?:an i z~tion. members of the Districti.:P.nd Regions. In order 
to acgu1re that sort of a membership the minimum fee is $5~00; -- $1.00 (es 
sugGested by· Mr. Greanber~) would be of no considerAtion whatsoever. We h8ve 
to include in the membership fee the shekel of 50@; the District get $1.00; 
the Rer~ion gets $1,.00: the national or~anization get $1.00; the balance covers 
the cost of the public~tion and other propag~ndR expenses. Mr. M4rgulies 
urged, therefore, th~t the discussion be confined within the realm permitted 
us by the Constitution of the z.o.A. 
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Dr. Feldman (of Philadelphi~, Pa.) felt thnt the mAin difficulty in the 
WJ3Y of securins members for the or5enization liP.s in the leek of prop~~~nda 
material or literRture which indicates concretely that elthou~h a man mp,y 

be~ Zionist in the sense th~t he contributes to funds for the upbuilding 
of Palestine, wh~t the Zionist Organiz~tion of America Pct~lly needs is 
m,9n power, in the form of re$istered individuAl Zionists. for it is the 
numerical ~trength of the orr:~n~Ation thPt is most essenti~l in the face 
of ,9 political crisis. He ur,;ed thAt literatur0 of this type be prepared 
by the Commit tee on ?ropa,;anda. 

Ur. DAvid Berenstein( of St. Louis, Mo.) CAlled ~ttention to the fact 
th~t the St. Louis Zionist District ch~rges $6.00 merrbership dues, ~nd has 
succeeded in incre~sinc its membership from 500 to 1100 l~st ye~r, ~nd pro­
poses to double thRt number this year. He pointed out that the Bn~i Brith 
has 90,000 members at $12.00 per ~nnum. 'The Bn~i Brith sells its membership 
proposition by speakillt; of the wider scope, while th~ wid · r scope is ~ctu~lly 
something entirely apArt from the membership dues. On the other h~nd, the 
Zionist Or~~nizBtion of Azr.eric'-:! has potent sellin ; points on which to 11 aell 11 

Zionism, n~mely, Nh~t ~e h~ve built up in ?Alestine. Mr. Berenstein Added 
th~t ~hat he w~s prirr.arily concerned about is the l~ck of coordinetion among 
Ollrselves.T:~are . ~re various ~gencies in the Zionist movement, pullint; in 
different directions. He offered the following recol"!'lI!lend~tions with A view 
to helping the membership situation: (1) thqt 9 Coordin9ting Comrr.ittee be 
set up; (2) th~t the Z.O.A. be regarded es the central euth~rity ~nd the 
District heads be reG~rded as the central ~uthority in their respective 
comnnini ties; ( 3) that in con'!'lect ion with the trer1bership c~mps ie-ns, rr.en be 
engabed whose business will be nothing else but building up a stro'Il{s ~na. 
powerful organizAtion. _. .. . 

This work mu.st be done intensively end the District leAdership should 
not allow themselves to be burdened with the activities of sll other Zionist 
institutions. The Zionist Or~aniz~tion hes been doin~ all the work and must 
now ch9nc;e its policy. 

Jud~e N~than Swe~dler (Brooklyn, N.Y.) expressed his agreement with 
Mr. Berenstein in the ~~tter of l~ck of coordination. He pointed out th~t 
there is also e l~ck of cooperation in some sections. and urged thet the 
first thing the Adr.dnistr~tive Conrr.ittee should do is to edninister. He 
called attention to the Brooklyn situP.tion, pointin~ out that Brooklyn h~s 
s Jewish popul9tion of one ~illion and the possibilities of a Zionist member­
ship of five to ten thousand. 

Mr. Dewey D. Stone( of Taunton, M~ss.) stated th~t he makes it e point 
always to carry a membership receipt booklet w:lth him. In the effort to ~et 
new members, he said, he was anxious to ~scert~in what arguments on behalf 
of Zionism proved oost effective, And he found that the se of Just,ice Brandeis' 
name -·· c13J J_j_n~ the attention of non-members to the ff:lc t thgt Justi ,·e Br~ndeis 
is an ardent 2icnj ~t ... • proved most helpful. M~ ~ Stone sug,~e~ted t !1e, r-fore -­
al tho _;h the ~tatemer..t. i.ssued by Justice BrAnde: s i n 1915 is btil: ti.mely -·· 
thet if a n~w st9tem nt colld be Eotten from hi~, it wo · ld he·p ~re~ti y in 
securing new memb~rs for the or5anization. 



Adm. Comrr1. - 12/3-4/38 -18-

Mr. Heinstein (of Long Islend) Chairman of the local Membership Corn-1ittee, 
reported that their membership is approximately 1500 et this time end the goal 
set at a recent meeting was 3,000. Each District in his Region is given a 
quote to fill. He spoke also of th~ fine work being done in the L~urelton 
Zionist District, which he felt was due lArgely to the educAtional progr~m 
adopted by th'3t D.istrict. Thro'U(~h this educational progral'II~ it hes recently 
succeeded in enrollin.g the entire membership of the L13urelton Jewish Center. 
Mr. Heinstein sub6ested therefore that it would be most ~dvisable everywhere 
first to oducate the Jewish JDAsses in Zionism, And then to follow up that 
educational campaign with a carnpAign for membership. 

Rabbi Breslau (of Rashi~·ton., D.C.) r~orted that his District hAd Plrcady 
enrolled over 450 new members, and h9s e tot~l p~id-up membership at the present 
time of over 650, S¾s ~:;ainst 100 l.gst year. This is due to the fact that 
Nashington has been concentratillf; on membership. He proposed th~t the Adr.1ini­
strative Co:rmittee reco!Tllt.end to the Executive th~t 13 speci~l me~bership com­
mittee be established, which sh~ll devote itself entirely to me□bership; .and 
that capable persons be sent out to the verious sections of the country whose 
sole duty should be securing members for the ortsanizetion. Rabbi Bresl~u 
stressed the importance of 11 foot-work 11 in 5etting mt3mbers. He felt th9t 
members must first be drawn into the □ovement ~nd then educated. Once we 
get a membt3r on our roll he will read The New PAlestine, And this is the 
beginnin6 of Ollr pro5ram of education. 

Mr. Sah~naer (Brookly~, N.Y.) stated th~t possibly Judge Sweedler mis-
understood the spirit and the effect of some of the alleGed lack of cooperation 
in the Brooklyn Region. Some of the me~bers ~re working ~s zeAlously to obtain 
new membera in the Zionist Or5anization outside the Wit¥ ~s inside of it. The 
great difficulty he found in incre~sing the membership of the or1:~nization was 
that ever/ time~ membership drive was started, Zionist leaders told us that 
we he.ve got to wait for somethillt:;, and so we have been delaying these mernber­
~hip cemp9i6ns until we have fallen to almost~ negligible total in the 
"rgenization. /we have ~ot to bear in mim thAt we E're the soul and the heart 
and the spirit of the QOVement; and that we have given rise to the other 
organizAtions that have Zionist work to do. But if we do not concentrate on 
our oembership drive to the exclusion of all other thi~s, we are not boing 
to get any~vhere, ,'Ji th the Cl> r·p~i,..-:-n that we hAve now goi?¥ on in Boro Park, 
which will no doubt be emulated elsewhere - we are goin.; to do a fine piece 
of work in the Boro of Brooklyn. If we just concentrate on gettin~ me~bers 
we will considerably increase the membership of the z.o.A. 

Mr. Leo Nilson (Bronx, N. Y.) surl~ested thRt for the duration of the member­
ship ce~p9ign no Zionist meetings be held on Sumaya, but that all Zionist 
leaders ~nd workers devote every Sun ay to the reF. istrPtion of me~bers in the 
Zionist Or~aniz~tion. 

Mr. Borowsky (Boro_~~rk) endorsed the contention of previous speakers, 
th~t membership is roorely ~ mstter of foot-work. L~st ye~r Boro Park h~d about 
150 members; today it has alre~d.y 180 pAid.-up members, And ne~rly 700 prospective 
members listed on the books. He believed thRt by J~mi~ry or February Baro PArk 
will have about 1,000 members. This is simply due to the fact th~t Boro ?~rk 
capitalized the favorable sentim~nt created 1 rin5 recent weeks end got to work. 
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Referri?l(~ to the situP.tion in New York, Mr. Borowsky su,~~ested th~t some 
provision be made whereby the Re,~ions in New York City refund to the Districts 
a certain amount of money in order th9t the Districts in turn may be able to 
carry on their membership work. 

Mr. Bo row sky said further th~t the Ad.mini stret i ve CoIIlr.li t tee cannot ovei·­
look the Zionist situation in Brooklyn. The Refion is actuAlly paralyzed. 
One District which w~s the largest lest yeAr h8s practically withdr~wn for 
person~l reasons. Consideri~ the fact that Brooklyn has the largest Jewish 
population of any city in the United StBtes, Mr. Borowsky urged that something 
be done to stabilize the Brooklyn Zionist Re~ion. 

Mr. Borowsky thereupon sug~ested that~ Committee be ~ppointed by the 
Ch~irman to make a thorou4l investi5Ation and study of the Brooklyn Zionist 
situation. If we work hard in Brooklyn we have a chance of quadrupling our 
rnemberijhip this year without ouestion, because the sentiment is there; the 
men a.re there; -- but there is a serious hindrance because of certain local 
factors. 

Mr. Krumbein stated that Brooklyn is the largest Jewish community and 
1 t is ioportant. In vi'3w of the cri ticist1 of the Retsion that has been voiced, 
Mr. ArU.mbein urged thAt the Co~irnittee that is to be appointed consist of people 
from the national office of the Z.O.A. 

The Chairrr.an forr.iulated the following zrotion in conrection with the 
Brooklyn situation: 

THAT a Committee be appointed for the purpose of straightening 
out and adjustin~ the situ~tion that h~s ~risen in the Brooklyn 
Zionist !ief-;ion. 

The cotion was seconded ~nd carried. 

Mr, A. Liebowitz (New York) spoke of the personAl successiul effort he 
had been making to enroll merr:bers, by writing letters to his friends in VArious 
cities ~nd sendint; the~ Shekolim. However, so□e of the locAl Zionists in these 
cities have critisized him. feeling thet his person~l effort w~s interfering 
with the local 1rive for rneobers. Mr. Liebowitz did not share this ettituae. 
and felt that if he were permitted to continue this personal appeel, he could 
guarantee at le~st 250 new oembers from arnon6 his out-of-town friends. 

The Chairman said he did not think that any District would have ~ny objec­
tion to Mr. Liebowitz' securi~ merrbers for the organiz~tion. 

Mr. Imber (N~w York) ooved 

THAT between now end the next Convention of the z.o.A. 
there be held at le~st three more meetings of the 
Administrative Committee of the z.0.1. 

The motion was aeconded and unanimously carried. 
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Before proceeding to the next it~m of busiress, Rabbi Bresleu urged thet 
definite action be taken on the proposals made by Mr. Berenstein, himself, 
and others at this ireeting,in connection with the matter of An enlar~ed member­
ship in the z.o.A. 

Mr. Arguli -3s informed Rabbi BreslP.u that .this oucstion is being considered 
by the Cotnl'tittee on the Oreanization of the yeer 1s work, appointed by 
Dr. Goldman; anci that in the plan which Dr. GoldmBn has worked out and which 
is to be preiented to the next metin~ of the Executive scheduled for 
Dece~ber 21st, one of the items provides for the establishment of a membership 
department, Mr. Yar6°Ulias pointed out, however, that in the fin~l analysis, 
even if a separate department or an additional department is set up, to be 
devoted exclusively to the promotion of membership work, the actu9l results 
will depend, as charact~rized by Rabbi Breslau and others, on shoe leather. 
No single individual or group of individuals will be able to do this work 
unless they have the cooper~tion of the individuAl members. lle have been doing 
a certain kind of work in the l~st few years which has been showing the trend 
of the membership departr:clnt. ·,ve must not lose si~ht of the feet thAt only e 
few years ago the rnewber.ship of the Zionist Or~enization had f.One down to 8,000; 
th'3t ia is now ovdr33~OOO. This ye~r, with the situation th~t exists through­
out the Jewish world1 we cen treble it, and we can do so only if the members 
present here will be 8S conscious of the need of a large org~nization as some 
of those who have given expression to that need At this oeeting. 

Mr. M~rguli~s ad1ed thet he disagreed with Mr. flilson's proposal to devote 
Suniays to membership work, for it is impractic~l qnn iopossible. V.r. Margulies 
sugr;este<i, therefore, that the week of Chanu.kah be desi~neted as 11 Me□bership 
Reek" throu,:;hout the United State a. However, Mr. Mar6'J.li As pointed out, that 
is only e matter of publicity and bas nothing to do with Actual work. 

Mr. Margulies said further th~t he hAs had evidence nuring the l9st few 
weeks indic~tive th~t we will show A mqrked improvement this year. Lllllst week 
he met with the Ch~irmen and keynen of the New En~land Region. He believed 
the New E~~1~n1 Be5 ion will t : is year treble its merri>ership. He h~d a meeting 
in Connecticut four or five weeks ~Bo, where he thought simil~r results will 
be achieved. In the St~ta of N~w Jersey, where we have not a functioning Region, 
some improvement is visible in a number of pl~ces. Atlantic City hBs becln grow­
ing by leaps and bounds under the very able leadership of Mr. Hllbert. 'lbe same 
situ~tion is apparent in Passaic and Paterson. Newark is the one city with which 
we have been havi~ difficulty. The situation there is even more disappointing 
than it is in Brooklyn. 

,ii th regarrl to Brooklyn, Mr. Margulies believed 1 t w~s very interesting to 
have this discussion here. He stated that he had convened A meeting only a 
week ago of all the Chairmen and keymen in Brooklyn, and over fifty people 
were present, repres~nti~· every District ~nd ~roup in Brooklyn. Unfortunately, 
Mr, Borowsky could not be present, which is to be re6retted. 

Mr, Margulies reported further on his visit to New England, where they ere 
trying to enroll one Zionist oember for every Jewish soldier in PAlestine, Thi; 
i1 a rule worthy of emulation by every District and every Zionist OrgAnizetion 
in Arrericl=l. 
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time 
It is important at this/particularly thAt the American public should be riven A 
visualization of what P~lestine represents And the possibilities for coloniza­
tion, through the Palestine Pavilion. It is incumbent upon Zionists everywhere 
to throw themselves into the work. 'lhis is also an emergency ~nd this emergency 
is directly tied up with our business. ·,e have here ~n extraordinary opportunity. 
The non-Jewish public do not come to our neetings. and the non-Zionists do not 
come to our meeti~s, but it is ouitep>ssible thet out of the sixty or seventy 
million people that will go the Norld 1s Fair, many of these people will visit 
the PBlestine ?avilion. The Pal~stine Pavilion in ell thPt it will contain 
wil 1 lbive a picture of the totality of Palestine that will reelly be amezing. 
The whole exhibit of the Palestine Pavilion is bei~ built in P~lestine, and 
we are spendi~ a great part of our budget in Palestine. The Palestine Pavilion 
is giving employment to forty or fifty families in F~lestine. Only the outer 
shell is being butlt here. The building is going on now; the steel fr~me is 
8lmost finished. The exhibit is almost three-fourths finished in Palestine. 
The only thin~ that is not complete is the matter of money. It is therefore 
important that the Zionists ·: thro'U(:hout the country should underteke the little 
that h~a been asked of them. ~ne Zionist Districts h~ve ~n opportunity to re­
jlenish their own financiAl resources by selling the booklets distrubuted by 
th~ Palestine Pavilion. The Fresident of the Z.O.A. hRs sent out e letter to 
the Districts, setting quota for the Palestine Pavilion. It is therefore impor­
tant that the Zionists should get a real understanding of what is behind the 
Palestine Pavilion. The deficit will be as large in direct proportion to the 
lack of activity on the part of Zionists. 

Mr. Raisgal then answered a number of ouestions regarding the Palestine 
Pavilion. He said that the capital investment -- the cost of the exhibit, etc. 
- was $250.000. The total budget is $325,000. The difference of $75,000 repre­
sents the cost of maintenance of the Palestine ~evilion. There is also a reserve 
of $30,000 in the budget to meet any emergency th8t may rise in connection with 
puttitllb up the buildi~. Inere is a Board of Directors consisting of representa­
tives of the z.o.A., HA.dassah, the labor group, J.N.F. and Keren Hayesod. 
Mr. George Backer, the non-Zionist, is the President. Dr, Israel Goldstein is 
the Chairman of the BoRrd. There is Also a Finance Committee. It is expected 
that if the Zionists will work ~nd. do their job, the whole expense of the Peles­
tine Pavilion will be covered through the sale of the booklets. St. Louis has 
done very well; it will ~~ive (outside of Hadassah) $3500 in c~sh. A. number of 
other communities are doin.! similarly. Brooklyn expecte to live $5(),000. The 
P~lestine Pavilion received a loAn from the Keren Heyesod of $75,000 which it hes 
to repay every month. Thia is included in the bud.get of the Pevilion. The Pales­
tine Pavilion hsa to liquidate up to the extent of $25,000 by the time the Pev­
ilion opens. The Keren Myeaod will have to be repaid $28,000. The PAlestine 
Pavilion hBs received thus far in cash end loans, $135,000. Mr. Jacobi and 
Mr. Backer have underwritten ~0,000. 

The meeting adjourned at 2 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORRIS MARGULIES 

SECRETARY 
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INDI VI DJ.AL S: 
Barney Bala.ban . . . . . . . . . 
Cong. Shaare Torah of Flatbu.sh . 
Thru Sol Cohen -

- 0 -

• • • 
• • • 

Davidson 3ros., ew York City ... . 
Burland ?rinting Co., Brooklyn .. . 
District #33, RiC:~mond Rill .... . 

Harry P. Fierst. . . . . . . . . . . . 
George I. Fox. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Glen Oaks Golf Club (Thru-I.D.Lipkowitz) 
Samuel Inselbuch .........•• 
Boris argolin . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lou.is Posner . . . . . . . . . . . . • 
Louis Rimsky . . . . . . . . . • . . • 
Robinson & Sverdlik, New York City .. 
Louis P. Rocker. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Harry Silver . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jacob Sineoff ............ . 
Si gmmd Thau . . . . . . . . . . . • . 
Capt. Abraham Tulin ......... . 
Abraham I. Uslander ......... . 
Dr. & Mrs. S. s. Wise. . . . . .. 
Abraham Wou.k ........•.•.• 

DlSTRICTS: 
District :f7 - (West Side, NYC) -

Israel Chipkin . . . . . . . . . . . 
Dr. Israel Goldstein ....... . 
Leo Guzik. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~f. Perla . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 
Drs. B. & D. Sheitlis ....... . 
Abr. A. Silberberg ........ . 

District #10 - (Wash. Hts.) .....• 
District f13 - (Bronx) ....... . 
District #14 - (Eastern Pkw~, 3klyn)-

Hyrna.ii Aaron. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boro Ha11 Liquor Store ...... . 
Isaac Brimberg . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rub in Bruck. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
J. A. Fortunoff .......... . 
Jos. A. Gottlieb . . . . . . . . . . 
B. H. Levine ........... . 
Irving Lurie . . . . . . . . . . . . 
""A. ffiller. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
David Spiegel. . . . . . . . . . . . 

District 119 - CBensonhurst, Bklyn) -
District Contribution ....... . 
Samu.el Kramer ........... . 

District 30 - (Inwood, NYC). . . . •• 

$roe.a 
25.00 
50.00 

$ 5.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
~.oo 

100.00 

$ 50.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
l .00 
50.00 

100.00 
5.00 

50.00 
10.00 

$ 50.1)0 
25.00 

$1.000.00 
60.00 

$ 

275. 00 
25. 
5.00 

500.00 
25.00 

l5C.00 
25.00 

150.00 
100.00 
250.00 

5.00 
100.00 
250.00 
100.00 

60.00 
100.00 

10.00 

155.00 
50.00 

100.00 

305.0 

75.00 
25.00 

$3,180.00 
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District *32 - (Flatbush, 3klyn) -
Samuel Berson ...........• 
Abraham Goodman ........•.• 
Jacob Goodman ........•..• 
J. J. KaI1ner . . . . . . . . . . . • 
Jacob Lobell . . . . . . . . . .•• 
Jacob Maze . . . . . . • . • • • • • 
A. E. Oni sh.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Samuel Rothstein .........• 
l Ts. A. S ach. s. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Simon Sal wen . . . . . . • . . • . • 
Samuel S(!J."11 aimer . . . . . . . . . . 
Simon Sverdlick .......... . 
I saac Wurman . . . . . . . . . . • . 

Connecticut Region -
Hartford, Conn. . . . . . . . . . • • 

Bangor, ·,Aaine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
attapan, r~ ass.. . . . . . . • 

I shp emL.-ig , .Ai ch . . . . . . . . . . . . 
S'.ureveport, La. (:fo.Louisiana Dist.) • 
1 ilr1eapol is, i ·:i. • . . . • • • • • • 

lt. Vernon, t. Y. -
District Contribution ...... . .• 
Harold J . J af fer . . . . . . . . . . 

MISCELL.A.liEOUS: 
Rabbi A. E. Cohen, Cleveland, Ohio .• 
Cong. Beth Israel, ew Orleans, La ••• 
Simon Feinberg, ~rrc ......... . 
Saul S. Goldrnan, : C . . . . . . . . . 
Henry Limmer, Providence, R. I ..... 
Louis Sobel, Brookl;rn .......•. 

TOT.AL ADML ISTRATIVE FUND: 

OTHER CONTRIBUT IO JS : 
Em™ency Fund -

Robert Szol d . . . . . . . . • . . • 
Collected by - D. H. :-Aaisel • 

Palisades Park, . J .. 
A. Abrahamson, Iowa City, Iowa .. . 
Aax Rhoade, Washington, D. C .... . 

. .,,ovski , N'YC . . . . . . • . • . . 
H. Klurfeld, NYC ......... . 
Jos. Cohen, Brooklyn ....... . 

TOTAL FUNDS RECEIPI'S: 

' 
$100.00 

100.00 
100.00 

25.00 
50.00 
10.00 

20 .oo 
10.00 
50.00 
25.00 
50.00 
l .0 
50.00 

$100.00 
10.00 

$ 780.00 

450.00 
5.00 

75.00 
1 o. o 

3C.OO 
895.00 

110.00 

$ 25. 00 
20. 00 
10 . 00 
25. 00 
15. 00 
25. 00 

$ 200. 00 

56.00 
75.00 

150. 00 
2.00 
5.35 

10.00 

- 2 

$3,155.00 

13).00 

$6,455.00 



220 SOUTH STATE STREET 

TIILIEPHONE CWabash 1285 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
Temole- on- the- Eei~hts . ~ 

Cleveland , Ohio 

De r Dr . Silver : 

ecernber 16 , 1938 

I notice that you are scheduled to appear at 
the forum of Tern le Eeth Israel on Januar y 30th . 

I should like t extend an 
have dinner witn t e officers a 
of the district which meets in 
Beth Israel . 

;n itat ic to :'ou o 
e co. i ttee 

vici i y of e.ple 

This district happe s to e he e ond lar est 
in C. i~ e; o , an cur . resence f r th s hor+, peri cd 
of the dinner will g;i ve great encoura en t o c se 
, en , ho a.re practically ew to the or anizati n, to 
continue the fine ·ork they are doin • 

I promise you t a.1.. if you find it n.ossi ble to 
accept tl is invitatio& ~t 1ill · n o way in erfere 
with your program which is to follow . 

Tha king you iI adva.n ce , a • with best wishes , 
I am , 

Si1 c rely yours , 

~~ 
CF.AR LEV 1, , 
E .. ecuti e Director 

C : VA 

omCERS: 

President 
WILLIAM M. KATZ 

Vice Presidents: 
SAMUEL F. JACOBSON 
CHARLES MISHKIN 
MAURICE A. SMOLER 

Treasurer 
JOHN RISSMAN 

Executive Director 
CHARLES LEVIN 



De 

r. C rl s L vin, E .cutlve Director 
Zionist Or ani ton Chic g 
220 ou h St· te Str et 
Chic .. g~, I_l. 

... ., r. L n: 
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to t _ 
th tlv 
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on 
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re n addre c. 
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