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Zionist Organization of America, 1938-1939. 



MINUTES OF MEETING OF z.o.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 

DECEf.ffiER 21, 8: 30 P.M., AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, NE',Y YORK CITY 

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in tm Chair), and Messrs. Barnett R.Brickner, Charles A. Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, Harry M. Fisher, A.H. Friedland, Abrahain Goldberg, Israel Goldstein, James G. Heller,. Harris J. Levine, William i. Lewis, Louis Lipsky, Norris Margulies, Irving Miller, Charles Ress, Louis P. Rocker, William I. Siegel, Robert Szold, ?k>rris Weinberg, Stephens. Wis~; Janet Leibel (representing Hadassah), Eleazer Lipsk-y (represonting Masada); by invitation: A. K. Epstein. 

Excuses for non-attendance were received from Messrs. Edward L. Israol, I. ff. Levinthal, foyer Levy, Ludwig Lewisohn, Julian W. Mack, Simon Shetzer. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 P.M., with Dr. Goldman in the Chair. The Chairman called upon the Secretary to report on the membership situation. 

MR. MARGULIES' REPORT: 

The Secretary reported on the membership as of Dooembor 21, 1938 and compared it with last year as of the same time. The figures aro as follows: This year (as of Dec. 21st) in renewals and now mombors -- 12,1]7; last yoar, for tho same timo, 5,151. This includes 6,783 new members that havo beon enrolled since October 1, 1938. The total momborship, thoroforo as of 
Docombor 21, 1938 is 35,783. We have received $35,0G5, for membership dues, as against $17,682.75 last yoe.r for tho samo period. Tho Socrotary pointed out that because of a special situation, Chicago has not romittod its mombor­ship duos in full. Otherwise tho amount rocoivod at tho national office would have boon about $37,500, or twico tho incomo for tho same period last year. 

Reporting further on tho membership situation,tho Socrotary stutod that tho New England Zionist Region which at tho last Convention reported about 3300 mombors, expects to doublo or evon triple its memborship this your, Pittsburgh, which last year finished vdth 715 mombors, will have a minimtm1 of 2,000 members, this year. They havo undertaken a quota of 3,000. Tho Secretary visitod both those communities and was grently encourngcd by their membership activities. Tuesday night (Doc, 20th) Dr. Goldml.n wo.s in Atlantic City, whoro ho was to initiate 1,000 mombors. Thay had 850 paid-up members and will roach a memborship of 1,100. Now York is nlso nnking somo progress, though not ns good as it should. Dr. Wiso rocontly nddrcssod n mooting in the Bronx at which 202 members woro vnrollod. Two of our difficult spots are Philadelphia and Nc,vark. 

Th0 Secrotary roportod thnt throe now Regions have boon forrood since tho beginning of the prosont fiscal year: tho Southern Region, comprising tho Stntos of Alabam:,., Goorgin and Tennessee, of which ~r. Jack Folt is tho Chairman: n Region has boon tontntivoly formod in Minnesota and Iown, of which Mr. Horshol Horovdt z is temporary cho.irmo.n; a Region consisting of Upper Ohio and Michigan, with Rnbbi Loon Fouor as tho. head, has applied for a Charter. Thoso throe Regions havo asked that thoy be rocognizod so thnt they can function as Regions. 
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A Region is entitled ton $1.00 rofund on ovory ~5.00 membership duos. Tho Socroto.ry submittod tho a.pplico.tions of theso throe Regions for tho oonsidoro.­tion of tho Executive. 

ta-. Vfrn. I. Siegel reported tho.t tho Brooklyn Zionist Region hn.s 1400 nm•v members o.nd wi 11 ho.vc 5,000 monbcrs by tho ond of tho your. 

The Socroto.ry reported tho.t tho Goldmo.n J~dr.linistrutivo Fund which wn.s launched at tho dinner tendered to Dr. Goldr.ul.n a.t tho Connnodorc Hotel upon his return from Europe nnd Pnlcstino, now ru:-1ounts to 016,843 (in pledges) of which 9,561 ho.s boon colloctod to do.to. This roprosonts exclusively 
monies from Now York. 

Tho Chairman sumr:-o.rizod tho Socrotory's report, a.dding that tho incroa.so in momborship docs not indicate tla.t we ha.vo ma.do a. rcul effort in tho Z.O.A, in the direction 0ithor of a ncr.2:>crship campo.ign or in tho vm.y of oduca.tion a.nd propa.gandn.. Ho huvo mo.do no effort in this direction for tho prima.ry reo.son tho.t we wore inmtorsod in tho cmorgcncy situation. In oonnoction vrith the Rogions, Dr. Goldnan inquired ns to whothor there uro any rulos guiding tho formation of n Region. 

Mr. Cho.rlos Ross explained that tho Consitution Cer.mittcc found neither rules nor regulations; tho only requisite being that n Region bo cofilprisod of contiguous territory nnd that tho 'lhocutivo approve tho npplic tion. 

Dr. Goldman pointed out that n Region involves reduction of incomo fron tho nutionnl organiza.tion. If we o.ro to pnrt vdth t ho incono we should know ~-hat tho Region is to do und how it is to be composed. lo roqucstod Mr. Ross to draft some rules and rogulations to b0 subr.rl.tted for notion ut tho next rooting. 

Dr. Goldstein suggostod tho n.dvisnbility of discussing vthothor wo fn.vor in a gonornl way tho forma.tion of Regions. Ho folt that n policy of docontrul­izution is very honlthy for un orgnnization; on tho other hand, thoro might be nnothor point of viow. 

Dr. Goldlruln sta.tod tho..t tho report to bo submitted by Dr. IIollor on behn.lf of the Comr.1.ittoo on Roorgnniza.t1on covers tho point raised by Dr. Goldstein. 

Dr. Goldman called attention to tho fact that tho Januury nooting of tho Executive is schcdulod for tho Vfodncsdo.y preceding tho Ylo.shingt,on Conforonco -\"!cdnosda.y, Junun.ry 11th. It is obvious thut tho 1-:1ofilbors of tho Exocuti vo cannot com to Now York a.nd then go to l'·ushington. Ho uskcd for un expression of a.pprova.l of thoso present to hnvo tho r10cting of tho Executive in Wa.shington, D.C,, on Friday noon, January 13th. 

A brief discussion followed in which Dr. Hollar pointed out thnt u number of nonbors, including hi.r.l.solf, would not only bo unublo to nttond tho U.P.A. Conforcnco in Vfo.shington, but nlso a. meeting of tho z.o.A. Exocutivo if it woro hold on Friday, Janua.ry 13th. 

It vr-1s thereupon dcdicod 

TIU T tho next ~oting of tho Z.O.lu Executive bo hold as 
origino.lly scheduled on V~dnosdny, Janun.ry 11, 1039, 
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POLITICAL SITUATION: 

Tho Cho.irro.n co..llod upon Mr. Louis Lipsky to sny something nbout tho 
Ara.b-Jowish Conforoncos in London, tho convorso.tions with Dr. Yloizmann, tho 
rr~oting with tho Agonoy group, otc. 

~. Lipsky sto.tod thnt o.t first it wo.s understood tha.t the proposed con­
foroncos tho Government expects to ho..vo with tho Arabs and tho Jaws in London 
wero to begin inr.lodia.toly a.ftor the Christnas holida.ys. It then a.ppoarod th~t 
tho conforoncos ,;rould bo hold som ti 1; in· ~: o :r.iddlo of Jo.nuo.ry. Tho lo.st 
word was tho.t tho;v vlill bo held in tho fir~t ·week of Fcbruury. Since tho re­
jection by Mo.cDon~ld of tho proposal thu.t children be o..ru~ittod into Pulo8tinc, 
o. novomont ha.s bocn stc.rtod both in London and in Pn.lcstino, culling u~on the 
Executive to refrrt.in from entering into conferences on tho ground th::-..t t.c re­
fusal to adr..i.t tn~ cl ildron into P'.3.2.ostino constituted o.. prejudice o.3ainst 
tho Jewish position ·1'Thich no.do t}o possibility of tho success of tho confer•• 
oncos ho.rdly Yri t!1::..n the range of rcsonablo expectation. .Tho.t r.1ovo7:.ont to have 
tho Executive sto.y out of tho conferences ha.s o.tto.ined a. orta.in o.r~ount of 
nonentum in vnrious countries. 

,h-. Lipsky reported further thnt a. r.icoting wo.s hold in Now York of tho 
non-Zionist roprosento.tivos of tho Jewish Agency, together with sono of tho 
Zionists, to discuss tho gonerul situation on the basis of a. report by 
Dr. Nahum Goldronn. It was tho consensus of opinion ut tho.t mooting -- which 
was telogro.phed to London -- tha.t in tho jud ent of those _present it would bo 
ino.dvisable to block tho conferences on the ground suggested, bocuuse th0 
idea. of tho conference vrith Arabs vms a. long protra.ctod idoo. o.r:i.ong tho Zionists 
us being o.n indica.tion of their good intentions; a_d to o.bort those conforoncos 
through Jewish ino..ction on the ground of sorothing which is o.uxilio.ry to tho 
:ro.in purpose would bocomo ina.dvisablo . Such a. cablcgro.r:i 1vns sent to London 
by Dr. NahUI!l Goldmo.nn. 

As for tho tolcphone conversation botwoon Dr. Woizrnn.nn o.nd Dr • Nahum 
Goldt'lo.nn, Dr . Goldmn.n wanted to lmow what was ho..ppening o..t London, 'Whether 
tho two resolutions wore stinula.tod by tho Executive in London, or whothor 
there wo.s a rotnliution in tho ro.nks; Dr • . 'Toizno.nn wo.s o.skod who.t tho position 
of tho Executivo wus. Dr . ~'lci~-nann sto.ted thc.t thoro wns a division of opinion 
in London 00-tlvoon Shortok, Bon Gurion a.nd others; thnt tho Executive v/11s to 
moot o.nd wo wore to bo informed. But there h.. ::; been no informti.on o.s yet . 
Dr. 1Toiznnnn suid thore wus a good roo.son for roco. sidering the 0,uostion, but 
ho did not think that ultimately we should stny o.wo.y fron the conf·Jrencos. 

Roporting further on the nooting with tho ii.gency group, 11T, Lipsky so.id 
thn.t this wu.s o.n improvised conforoncc o.rro.ngod by Dr . ln.hur:i Goldrn.?.nn with 
Dr. ifnurico B" Hoxtor, o.nd to comply with Dr . Hextor's vrishos , tho nunbor of 
persons o..skod to cono to this r.iooting was linitcd to five . llr . Lipsky sto.tod 
tha.t ,rhon ho proposed a r.iuch la.rgor conferonco, Dr . Hcxtcr dcclo.rod that if 
tho conforonco vore onlurg0d ho would ca.11 it' off . In view of the fuct that 
it wo.s to our intorost to ho.vo Dr . No.hum Goldmann present ccrta.in views to the 
non-Zionists, vro thought it would bo o.dvisnblo to comply vri. th Dr • Hcxtor ' s 
wishes and limit tho number of persons invited . Tho non-Zionists p-osont roro 
Dr. Hoxtcr, Dr . Ko.rpf, Dr . Cyrus Adlor , Edvmrd Ylo.rburg , Ur . i,10.ldrnan . 
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U.P •. A. SUBVEl TION TO Z.O .A.: 

.At this point Mr. Lipsky sta.tod that there have been intimtions to tho 
U.P.A. that it is the intontion of tho z.o ... to proposo n reduction of the 
subvention or tho service chru-go of tho z.o.A. in tho U.P.A. Ho so.id it wus 
important for Dr. Goldstein a.nd himsolf to lmow who.tis tho position of tho 
z.o.~. in tho rotter, whether the z.o.A. asks thut tho subvention bo no.do 
a status quo, or tha.t it should bo reduced. 

Dr. Goldnc.n sta.tcd th~t whether the z.o.~. will nsk for norc or loss noncy 
can bo judged a.ftor wo hu.vo heu.rd Dr. Hollor•s roport. 

Mr. Lipsky tnorcupon withdrew his question until u.ftor Dr. Heller's rcp : rt. 

REPORT OF COMllITTBB ON RE-ORG.i ~r~·~TION: 

Tho Chuirr.~n culled upon Dr~ Junes G. Hollor to report on bohulf of his 
sub-conrnittoe. Dr. Hollor stated that it hu.s not boon possible to enter into 
a study of the Zionist Organization of what night bo called a scientific 
chnractor, that tho conmittoe has not boon. nblo to conduct a. survey of Zionist 
activities in tho United Stutcs;nor perhaps wns it necessary. Tho gonora.l 
status of Zionisn in this country, tho numbor of nonbors who belong to tho 
organizo.tion, tho methods of tho orgu.ni zo.tion, the agencies which the orgr.nizn.­
tion now employs -- o.ro faDiliar to us. Two months ago, u.t tho first mooting 
of tho z.o.A. Exocutivc, Dr. Goldnnn gavo expression to ccrtnin porsono.l re­
actions which wore the rosult of conversations with u groo.t many Zionists --
not moroly recently, but during tho course of sono yoo.rs -- as to soF~ of tho 
problems confronting tho Zionist Orgunizo.tion. Dr. Goldr.Jan procoodod by send­
ing out n col'nl'ilunicntion nsking for oxprossions of opinion. As o. result of 
that, Dr. Goldman transmitted to Dr. Holler und to ovory ~ombor of tho Exocutivo 
certain suggestions, tho second of which wn.s in tho no.turo of re-urro.ngoncnt of 
tho first, both of them treating corto.in funda.mcnto.l questions with regard to 
tho Zionist Organizo.tion. It has boon vory difficult to ha.vo a meeting of tho 
sub-committoo o.ppointod by Dr. Goldman; it was u large committee and it was 
obvious that it could not root completely sopu.rato of the Executive. Therefore, 
o. :mooting of tho sub-cotunitt00 wns hold at noon of this day (Doc.21st) end wns 
attended by Dr. Goldman, fr. Margulies, Rabbi Brickner, Mr. Friodla.nd, rur. Szold, 
Mr. Sie 6ol, Mr. Ross, Judge Fisher o.nd Dr. Holler. Thero vro.s o. very thorough 
discussion of o. groat many fundo.nontal points. Tho committoo ca.me to tho follow­
ing conclusions. 

Tho sub-committee wants to suggest, in tho first pla.co, thut wo got in 
touch with the U.P •. A. and the J.N.F. o.nd suggest to them two a.rra.ngomonts for 
the futuro -- first, that wo sot up a joint body which shall o.ttompt to olimi­
na.tc ovorla.ppinb a.nd duplication of effort, pu.rticulurly in the direction of 
propaganda. throughout tho country. It wns tho fooling of all tho ncmbors of 
the committee that u considerable portion of tho work which is dono by tho 
J.N.F. o.nd tho U.P.i. is to a.rouse sontimont throughout tho country throu[;h 
litornturo, field roprosontativos and other mouns. Tho sta.tomont wa.s r.ndu 
by Mr.Honry Montor recently that tho U.P •• ~. prospers most whero thoro is a. 
strong Zionist Organi~a.tion to bo.ck it up. In tho Wolfaro Fund citios it is 
a truism -- that w·horo there is u strong Zionist group tho U.P.A. o.lwnys gets 
a bettor portion of tho funds. Tho comnittoo folt that thoro is no reason 
why the throo orgu.nizo.tions --z.o.A., U.P.A. und J.N.F. -- should not set up 
some mo.chinory by which they could work together, Secondly, tho Comr.uttoo 
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proposed that we initiate an experiment along the above lines, that we take 
one section of the United States -- the exact region to be determined later-­
and thero the three organizations try to work jointly with rogard to financo, 
propaganda, organization, etc. This was not to be rogardod as committing the 
organizations to a nation-wido program, but as an experiment of its effective­
ness and appropriateness. Thoao are tho first two suggestions that tho com­
mittoo has to offer. 

The third suggestion is that an attempt bo mado to induce the U.P.A. and 
the J.U.F. to take over tho Palostino Department. It was tho fooling of tho 
committee that this is a much more appropriate activity of those two organiza­
tions. 

Fourthly, the corranittco recommends that tho Zionist Organization bo re­
mov0d to tho City of lilshington. This evoked a very protracted discussion in 
which a great variety of opinions wore at first prosontod; but tho recommenda­
tion now boars tho unanimous voice of the committee. Tho reasons that prompt 
it are those: tho fooling that wo must make a now start; t'at there arc certain 
essential changes which must be me.do in tho entire set-up of Zionism, and which 
can best bo accomplished by going ton new placo. It is necossa17· ~t tho present 
timo to sot up a political dopartmont in Washington, and wo will save money by 
moving tho organization with it; and that political department will be able to 
do much more off0ctivo work as a part of the organization in Washington. Thero 
was tho fooling that thoro aro certain distinct liabilities that have accruod 
to tho Zionist office by being in Now York. 

Tho fifth rocommondation of tho sub-committoc on re-organization is tho.t 
we should procood as quickly as possible to sot up a Now York Zionist Region. 

Tho sixth rocommondation is that a study bo initiated of the personnel of 
the Zionist office. Tho committoo did not want to make any drastic rocommonda­
tions as to individuals. 1'his should bo done only uftor a careful examination, 
and on tho basis of tho utmost fairness. Something must be dono to r cvitaliz0 
tho porsonnol of tho organization to command a greater moasuro of ability than 
wo comri~~nd at prosent. In addition to that, tho romovo.l of tho office to 
•fashington will probably give us an oxcollont opportunity to do tho two simul-
taneously. 

Seventh, it wns proposed und is suggested that the Zionist Organization 
send to London o.n lunorican om:.; c'lry vrho shall roprosont the J\.mcrican point of 
view and who shall convoy informtion to us of things that arc tro.nspiring in 
London. Vo.rious otmr functions too arc to bo dolegatod to such a person. 

Eighth, there sho.11 bo an intensification of Zionist effort throughout tho 
country, by tho organization of Regions and by tho decentralization of Zionist 
work throughout the country. 

~o sub-committee on ro-orgnniza.tion proposed for tho present that these 
suggestions bo givon to throo committees to bo appointed by tho President at 
this mooting of the Executive, and that thoy bo divided o.s follows: 

1. Committee I. to doa.l with (a.) tho cstablishmont of o. modol Region 
as a.n experiment; (b) the tro.nsfor of tho Palostino Dopartmont; 
(c) tho appointment, financing o.nd dispatch of somoono to roprosont 
us in London; and (d) tho setting up of some national mn.chinory 
which will avoid in tho future duplication and overlapping of tho 
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three orgnnizations -- z.o.A., U.P.A., J.N.F. -- with rogard to 
propaganda, otc. 

2. Committee II. to deal with (a) tho removal of the Zionist Offices 
to ~ashington; (b) the invostigation of tho personnel; (c) tho 
setting up of a political bureau in Washington. 

3. Conmittoc III. to consider methods of docentrnlizution of Zionist 
work throughout tho country. 

Mr. Cowen askod whothor tho matter of tho removal of tho Zionist Offices 
to Washington was tnkon up with tho u.P.~. and tho J.N•F., as tho effect of 
the sopnrntion of those throe organizations must be considorod. 

Dr. Holler concludod his report, stating that it vro.s tho fooling of tho 
committee thnt thoro arc a groat nnny other questions that should be con-• · 
sidcrod, -- tho question of tho publications of tho Zionist Organization: 
lhs Yiddishe Folk, The New P~lcstine; the sotting up of un Education Depart­
ment. The committee folt that it wns inadvisable to consider all tho questions 
of tho organization immodiatoly. The other questions will follow. Vfuerovcr 
the committee refers to "propaganda" it also moans 11oducation", Dr. Heller 
explained. 

Mr. Ress asked whothor tho educational nctivity is something which is 
to bo incl udod within tho scope of the coor,-iin. ting committee. 

Rabbi Miller expressed the thought that the sub-comnittoe on ro-organizn­
tion had presonted a very comprohonsivc and far-reaching progran of roorGaniza­
tion, touching every phase of Zionist life in Amoricn. He felt thnt it culled 
for general discussion, with specific recommendations on tho proposnls sub­
mitted. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION ON REPORT: 

Dr. Goldmo.n allotted ono-hnlf hour for n gcnorul discussion. 

Dr. Holler explained that the committoo to be appointed will subsequently 
roport back to the Executive. 

Judge Lewis asked what authority the Executive has to go throu6h with n 
program of this kind -- whether it is not a matter for tho Convention. 

Mr. Lipsky folt that tho report involves ono key action nnd vmon that 
key notion is approved, nll tho other itmos -- which arc secondary to tho nain 
proposal -- arc determined. Tho main proposal is thnt of removing the national 
offices of tho Zionist Organizntion of America. to :,ashint;ton, D. c. J tho other 
things -- the scrutiny of the personnel, tho politica l bureau, etc., otc.,-­
stom fron that. Tho proposal with rognrd to propaganda docs not involve uny­
thi?lG except accclornting tho work. Once. hovrover, wo tuko tho principal step 
of removing the na.tional offices to lhshington, we m ko a radical chnnGc in 
tho ~tutus of tho Zionist Orgnnizntion of J~orica. We would ovorcone n f;roo.t 
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donl of tho nccumulntion of precedent nnd tradition nnd luws that tho Zionist 
Organization has acquired in tho course of forty yours. The personnel thon 
changes to a certain oxtont by itself und eun easily be scrutinized. Vfo ought 
nov1 to discuss tho proposal of removing the national offices to Washington; 
then come tho auxiliary questions, such as tho attitude of tho J.N.F. and tho 
U.P.A. Wo have u fif'ty percent interest in those partnerships a.nd we can 
exercise an influence thoro. 

Mr. Lipsky thereupon moved 

THAT we take out of the report of tho sub-committoo tho 
sui;gostion y(ith regard to tho ronoval of tho nutional 
of ficos to :"lushington, and ma.kc u decision with regurd 
to that proposal. 

:Mr. Lipsky added tho.t if n. decision is mndc on that question, 5~ of tho 
problems will have been settled. 

Judge Henry Ellenbogen sui:;gosted the following a.mondr.lont to lir. Lipsky' s 
motion: 

TlL\T wo first consider tho question of the removal of 
the national offices to Wa.shin6ton, and then, if time 
permits, v-10 consider tho other proposals of tho sub­
conmittec. 

Dr. Gold.mun stn.tod trot tho romovul to . ashinr; ton is not tho only Ymighty 
matter for consideration. The matter of coordination bot\1eon th0 Z.O,A., 
U .P.A. and J .N .F. is perhaps oven more importnnt thun removing to Hashinbton. 
At tho nooting of the Executive Committee of the U.P.A. hold lato this o.fter­
noon it wo.s evident that the U.? . .A. and tho J.N.F. aro going to be fucod with 
a problem this your which they havo not fa.cod in previous yoo.rs -- there is 
going to be a united cumpuign cor.lr.littoo which will conduct tho crunpaign for 
twenty million dollars. The curapaign is not going to bv under the uuspicos 
of tho u.P•""'' or of tho J.D&>C., but of a cornnittoo of the J.D.C. und the U.P . .A. 
with its ovm terminology; n.nd its own cru:ipo.ignors in Now York, us ,·rnll as 
throughout the country, 1·dll sot up for tho purpose of conducting tho campaign; 
nnd the question vms in tho minds of all thoso vostod with responsibility for 
tho J.U.F, o.nd tho U,P.A, und tho J.N.F. will do during tho cominG yoo.r. Almost 
at the close of the meeting the Director of the U.P.L. registered a co:raplo.int 
ago.inst Tho New Pulostine -- that tho U. P.J\e cannot possibly ·got tho necessary 
propngo.ndo. for its work. Hence, in addition to tho question of romovin6 the 
offices to !'[nshin{;ton, and coordino.tion botvwcn the throe rr;o.nizutions, thoro 
is the nnttor of basic Zionist educntion and propo.go.ndu, as distinguished from 
party or organization propagando.., in which o.11 of tho agencies uro intorestod. 
ThcJ .. N.F. publicises Polcstino, Honnitu, tho Em.ck; so docs tho U.P.A.; o.nd so 
docs the z.o . .A. Ono group docs it v,ithout tho knowledge of tho other. 
Dr. Goldman wo.s confident that if o. committee wore appointed to study tho pro­
paganda. and tho publicity o.nd the educational work of those three bodies, wo 
would discover groat waste, because of duplication and overlo.pping. Furthormoro, 
intornutionally -- in tho Tforld Zionist Orgnnizo.tion -- gradually tho Koren 
Ho.yesod und tho Koren Knyomcth have built up their propagundn in oduco.tionul 
dopartronts. If the Z.Q.4\.. would do nothing moro in tho United Stutes than 
adopt for its purposes tho contributions of tho Koren Kayomoth in Joruso.lom 
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o.nd the Keren Hayosod in Jerusalem, we would have as fine an educational and 
propaganda dopo.rtment us the z.o.A. over had in this country. It is thero­
foro important that a. connnittoo consider the question o.s to whother for a 
basic Zionist propaga.ndn and Palestine propaganda in the United States wo 
cannot effect coordination. Tha.t is as important as removing to Washington; 
thorofore, if we to.kc thoso two points: the question of coordination and 
the question of removal, the others can wait for another tmo. 

Dr. Holler stated that those activities that had to do with tho internal 
organization of Zionism were assigned to one co:mr.iittec, and tho others vrhich 
have to do with relations with other organizations were assigned to o.nother 
comr,tltteo. 

Dr, Friedland agreed with Nir. Lipsky, that tho concroto problem should 
be considered fir st. Ho seconded Yr. Lipsky' s motion. 

MR. LIPSKY'S MOTION HAS UN./iNIMOUSLY CARRIED. 

DISCUSSION ON REMOVAL OF HEADQUARTERS 
FROM NEW YORK TO WASHINGTON, D.C.: 

Mr. Siegel stated that six or seven of tho membors of tho sub-conunittee 
uro in favor of tho proposal to remove tho hoadquartors to Washington. 

Tho Chairman requested tho.t the members of tho sub-cornmittco refrain 
from speaking for some time. 

He stated that although to some of tho members of the Executive the pro­
posal of ronoval comes for the first time, this matter has boon under consid­
eration by the members of the sub-connnittee for some timo. Boen.use it is so 
drastic a proposal, the connnittc0 should have the benefit of deliberation on 
the nattor. Tho Chairman suggestod, therefore, that the report of tho sub­
committee on re-organizn.tion be circulated among the members of tho Executive. 

~~. Lipsky pointed out that a decision on this matter by tho Executive 
does not detorninc the matter; it must necessarily come before the .i1.dministra­
tivo Committee and the Convention of the z.o.A. He vras of tho opinion that 
the z.o.A. Constitution provides that the national hoadquarters should bo 
in Now York City. 

Messrs. Ress, Goldberg, Ellenbogen and Friedland felt that for the cn­
lightoruoont of tho members of the Executive who are not on tho sub-committee, 
thoso who favored tho proposal for removal should present the reasons which 
prompted them to mnke the proposal. 

Dr. Goldman presented the follotring reasons: (1) A study of all national 
J owish organizations in the Uni tod Stu to s reveals th.at they aro least success­
ful in tho City of New York. Tho city is far too largo for offoctivo organ­
ization; thcro is invariably too much confusion and distraction in tho city. 
(2) With respect to the Zionist Organization, it is perhaps a little worse 
than with most organizations. There ho.s developed a tradition of visiting 
the Zionist offices, of dropping in for whatever purpose. Men and women 
come in from all over the vast city to soc someone in the offico and tho 
day is wasted receiving pooplo and speaking to them. Very frequently, p0ople 
move in; othor organizations move in nnd clog up the z.o.A. machinery. 
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(3) There is o. need now more than over £or a political dopo.rtmont in 'lhshington. 
To establish such a political dopurtnpnt vrould require considcrablo expenditure, 
which tho Z. O.A. ca.nnot afford. And furthor1:ioro., to put such a dopnrtmont in 
11o.shin6ton by itself would stamp it merely e..s a "lobbying,.committoo. If tho 
whole organization is there und tho hoadquu.rtors aro thorc, this reproach is 
romovod. Tho sub-committee was not unuwurc of tho fact that New York has 
55% of tho Jews of J\mcrico. and 90% of the talent and of tho genius of tho 
Jews of l..1rorica, but it a.lso felt that the organizo.tion., just boca.usc it 
is in lfow York, has really not utilized those forces, and physical propin­
quity has not meant a cultural and ~piritual integration. The oxporir.lont 
was nado by another national Jewish body, the B'nai B'rith; they did their 
work from an out of tho way community, Cincinnati, and thoy succo0ded in 
a few yoars in building up an organization that is 3-} ti.mos tho size of tho 
Zionist Organi zo. tion of funerica. ,Yhon they began to think of moving, they 
cons idorcd New York, but ttey decided in favor of ;:ashin6ton, and their ex­
perience thus far hD.s mado thorn very happy that thoy ho.ve c ·on0 to ·;:n.sT1iI1[;ton. 
It has put them in inmodiutc touch with Governmental Department~ boforo other 
organizations can make up their mind and go there and establish those connec­
tions. Thoy o.rc there on tho spot. The sub-committee also folt that the 
weakness of tho Zionist position in tho City of New York may bo due al togother 
to the fact that the presence of tho national organization in ~0w York has 
mado it impossible for tho Now Yorlc Region to organize itself or to be organ­
ized. Every Zionist prob}om in Nmv York becomes a. national problon., so that 
Now York as such is forgott n. Tho membership of New York today is probably 
no larger than the membership or the city of ChicaGO• It is larger than 
Atlantic City which now has 860 paid mombcrs and 300 unpo.id; Now York may 
have thus far three or four times tho nunmer of members in Atlo.ntic City. 
The Zionists of Now York rely on tho no.tional leaders who happen to live in 
No-w·York to do their Zionist work in the city; whereas those national leaders 
arc busy with tho national and sometimes tho world problems, and cannot organize 
the City of Mow York. 

Dr. Holler stated thu.t a groat nnny folt that the lust Convention vro.s a 
mandato to attenpt., at least., a thorouGh-goinG organization, to raise the level 
of tho leadership of Zionism in this country. In addition to all of tho 
reusons that Dr. Goldr.ia.n has given., he wished to o.dd th::lt the chanf;0 would 
bo mado easier in this direction by the removal of tho offices from Now York; 
that it would be oo.sier to inaugurate a now oro.., to draw in now people., than 
if the offices remained in New York. He considered this a valid reason from 
the p.sycholo6ical point of view. 

Rabbi Miller expressed regret tho.t fr. Lipsky pressed his notion o.nd took 
issue vii.th the statement that tho key to the problem of reorganization as ro­
portcd lies in the removul of the national offices to \"fashing;ton. Rabbi Miller 
said ho has Givon u greut deal of thought to tho organizo.tion of the z.o.A. for 
quite n few years; he had instituted almost sinble-handed in Long Island the 
very model Rogi on that the sub-corrni ttoe proposes to be insti tutod s or:1owhore 
in the country, where the z.o.A., the U.P.A. and tho J.N.F. will bo complotolyanc 
thorouGl ly coordinated, and where Zionist expression o.nd Zionist loyalty on 
the part of members of the z.:.o. . , and Zionist effecti vcness ·.rill havo reached 
thoir highest point. Rabbi ?/illcr added that ho hr,d not found tho presence of 
tho Zionist offices in New York a detriment to such an organizntion, and did 
not fool tho.t the removal of tho offices to Ylashington would in any wo.y benefit 
such an organization. Thoro aro nany problems involved in tho question of 
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roorga.nizing tho z.o.J. that arc bound to affoct the quostion of removal to 
Washington, and wo arc br:,ginning at the vory ond. Ra.bbi Miller said ho sa.w 
no roal justification, even in tho proposals advanced, for such removal, namoly, 
that there a.ro hanbcrs-on, that thorc a.re visitors to tho office, that there 
aro people who like to drop in and stay. Tmt can bo corroctod, without going 
to Washi?1Gton, by dotormining to conduct tho affairs of tho organization in 
a business-like manner. If it is a question of reorganizing tho personnel, 
of gotting rid of some persons that v,o fool h~vo outlived their usefulness, 
then, too, that becomes a question of courage to deal with tho situation hero 
as it is and not to deal with it by going a,my to another city. 7[o will havo 
to havo a Zionist office in ircw· York City any00.y. ~:;o will then !w.vo t-.:o )ffices 
ono in Thshington and one in Now York, which , whothor wo i.·nsh it or not, be­
cause of tho fa.ct tho.t it is in Now York, ,.,ill bocomo tho nationnl office. Tho 
only thing is, on tho door will bo "Zionist Region of Now York" a.nd not 
"Zionist Orr;aniza.tion of /lf.lorica". J'ill.d we will have all of thoso irritants 
that wo ha. vo toda.y, unlc :,s i.rc correct them; and in some building in rra.shinc;ton 
wo will havo on tho windovr tho sign of the Zionist Orgo.ni zation of .. \ncrion, 
with ono or two or fi vo secretaries, b11t it vri.11 not be tho na.tional head­
quarters _.:, tho national headquarters will still be here in Now York, Ythero 
55% of tho Jews live. The Zionist r.iovcment cannot be cor:iparod to tho B'no.i 
B'rith; tho Zionist Organization cannot bo compo.rcd to u.ny other orGanization. 
Thero is a New York shti1:1I!lung about tho Zionist Organization that would bo 
impossible in o.. city like ~il.shington. ~:;o ·will hn.vo tho meetings in Novr York 
in tho office of tho Nmv York Zionist Orr;anization; vro Ydllhave the big recep­
tions to visiting dignitaries in the Zionist Organization in Now York, because 
that is tho only pl.a.cc whore thoy can be hold in ordor to produce a shtimmung 
throughout tho country. We will havo a do facto or 0 ani za.tion in Novr York o.nd 
a do juro organization in ~-,o.shington. Thorc a.re basic problems in tho Zionist 
Organization that have to be corroctod. Dr. Heller is correct -- wo havo a 
mandate to revitalize and change the structure of tho whole Zionist Organization 
in Now York; vro h:lve haJ this mandate for many years, but wo have never dono 
anything about this nnn1a.te. By removing the headquarters to ;.nshington we 
will not be gotting o.t the basic problem; we will simply bo opening up an office 
without in any way be improvill{; the organization, or bringing about coordino.tion. 
Thero oubht to be o.n office in ~.o.shinbton anyway. Rabbi Miller added that he 
folt bound by tho fact tLn.t tho discussion had boon limited to tho question of 
the romoval of too office to ~-;ashington, and believed that there should now bo 
a general discussion on the question of chn.ngin6 tho general structure of tho 
Zionist Organization of America. 

Rabbi Bricknor thought that the limitation of tho discussion is a little 
too drastic• Tho question of removal of tho nu tiono.1 offices to ~·:a.shin6ton is 
only one of tho eight points proposed by the comrnttoo on re-organization. It 
was understood, he so.id, that the only part of the z.o."'~' that would move to 
~"fashington, in addition to the osta.blisrurent of tho political buroau., would bo 
tho r.iombership departnent, and tho administrati vc work re o.tod to tho buildi?lf; 
up of the membership, The other phase of the z.o.A. work, namely, cronting 
shtimmung in Amrica for Pn.lestino, would be done in Now York, coordinately 
with the J.N.F. o.nd tho U,P,A. The sub-cornr.1itt00 felt thnt since so much of 
tho propaganda and the educational pro6ra.m for creating the shtinnnung for 
Palestine is also tho worlc of the J,N,F. and the U.P.A. it ought not to bo loft 
entirely to the Z,O • .A. which does not have sufficient funds with which to carry 
it on -- coupled vnth the fact that tho Pnlcstino Buronu ho.s boon conducted 
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by the z.o,A. and is legitimately not a function of the z.o.A. but of the 
U.P.A., the J .N.F., and Hadassah. When we get down to what is the function 
of the z.o.A. administratively and functionally, vre find that it has a double 
function: (1) to do the political work; the chief responsibility for which 
rests with the z.o.A.; that must be conducted from Washington; (2) To build 
up membership in the z.o.A. That certainly can be done better if the organ­
ization is stripped of all the irritating traditions created by tho Zionist 
Organization, thereby lonving whoever is charged with the responsibility for 
membership free to go ahead with that fum tion. So it was ·with the idea of 
me.king the function of tho z.o.A. clearer and more effective that this pro­
posal of removal to Washington brought forth. 

Mr. Goldberg sto.tcd thn.t ho was unable to understand how tho committee 
arrived at this proposal. Washington is th0 dead end. Tho renaissance 
should bo in New York, where most of Jmvry in America lives. Now . York is 
tho place for basic, spiritual Zionism. It is true we must have a political 
organization. But the political orgnnizntion of the B'no.i B'rith and our 
political organization aro not tho same. Tho political orgo.nizntion of the 
B'nni B'rith is similar to a political organization of the Congrosa. Our 
organization is not; wo aro not lobbying. Thero arc occ:isicns once a year 
or once in two years whon we must go to Y{ashington. 'Jihat WOI.l()~ by political 
work is disseminating information among various people who have influonco in 
American public life. Ju~t because the political bureau must be in Washington 
is no reason for removing the entire organization to \'bshin6ton. All we 
really have to do in tho political bureau is to oducato tho Congrossmen and 
Sano.tors in Zionism. We can do that from Now York. Is is o.n absolute mis­
apprehension of the entire purpose of the political bureau to compare it to 
the B•nai B'rith which is an American organization and has nothing to do 
with tho aims and purposes of the Zionist Organization. Our political 
bureau would be morcly for the purpose of Zionist education; wo simply want 
'i;/ashington to bo favorC4bly disposed tovro.rd us. In Washington we could not 
possibly receive dignitaries the vro.y we do in Now York; nor could we have 
nass meetings of tho typ:, we cun hold in Now York, where we havo the necessary 
shtimming, etc. The personnel of tho Zionist Organization is limited to a 
more handful of people. Tho loaders who arc not in the personnel - Dr. ~~iso, 
Dr. Goldstein and others -- will not go to ,7ushington, they will remain in 
New York; o.nd whore they remain, thero is tho nationa.l office. Nov, York is 
the Jewish center of America. and the logical scat of American Zionism. 

u-. Goldberg felt that only tho questions of coordinution and propaganda 
ihould bo considered, and that it must be borne in mind that tho political 
burouu in Vlashington should be u lobby. 

Ho expressed tho opinion that Zionist visitors should bo welcomed to tho 
office and that there should be men thoro to moot and talk with thorn. At tho 
prosont time only tho Socrotnry socs those people. Unfortunately pooplo no 
longer visit tho national office as thoy used to do in ~ormcr years, whon 
Dr. r;isc, Mr. Lipsky, Emanuel Nounnnn, or Miss Szold were thoro; thon the 
office was absolutely aliYo. In conclusion, Mr. Goldbcrr; roitoratod that 
it would boa mistake to remove tho national office to Washington but he 
approved of having o. political bureau in Washington provided it shall not 
bocome a lobby. Ho addod that tho Zionists of 1.iJnorico. look to Dr. Goldnnn 
to robuild tho Zionist Organization in accordance with his promiso at the 
la st Convent ion• 



Exoc. Comm, - 12/21/38 -12-

Judge Ellonbogon folt that tho question of the romovul of the Zionist 
office raust be approachod with coolness and deliberation; with judgment 
n.nd reason. r,'hon wo ask oursolvos what is the purpose of tho nntional 
offico, we will approach the solution of that question. The purpose is, 
first, Zionism ns n politica.l movement and tho place of the political move­
ment is in 1::nshington. The purpose of tho office is to orga.nizo. If vie 
wn.nt to or ganizc we rrust have a quiet office, where we a.ro left a.lone and 
whore the tine is our own. Jud6o Ellenbogen stated tha.t he has a lmovrlcdgo 
of rlashington, and he felt that it would do tho Government, a.s woll us the 
Zionists, a groat deal of good to have tho national office there. Ho said 
ho had hoard a. groat deal of talk in tho sections outside of New York of u 
desire to sec the office move to Tia.shington, and if a consensus of opinion 
of Zionists outside of Now· York woro tc.kcn, there would be a.n ovorwhclr.1.ing 
sentiment in fnvor of removing the national offices to :ra.shington.. From 
tho organizational viewpoint, too, it would give tho Zionist movement a 
tremendous inpotus to ha vo tho no. tional office in ,:fo.shinston, ,:,non we 
contemplate tho fact that tho Zionist Organizution has only 35,000 members, 
we must agrco that there is somethin{; radically v.rrong with the Zionist 
Organization of Anorica if it was not able to do any better. 

Dr. Goldstein said ho had not mudo up his mind about tho merits of 
removing the na.tional offices to ·.-:ashington. Because so many a.r~urncnts have 
boon a.dvanccl in favor of this proposal, he thought perhaps that in justice 
to tho issue he ought to advance thoso~rgurncnts which occur to him us being 
against tho proposal. Tho question of a political department has been placed 
as a ca.rdinal question. Perhaps we ou6ht to cxporment for u time with a. 
political dopc..rtment in 1.'fashington, in ardor to nscorto.in just ·what such a 
thing can moun to us pro.tically. Before dismantling an organiza.tion, tho 
part of discretion would be to try out this cardinal point nnd see what 
happens to it in tho course of a year or two. From the standpoint of Zionism 
really ns a political novoment and as the movement of tho masses, occasions 
often ariso when it is necessary to have tremendous domonstra.tions. 17e aro 
able to have nnss domonstrntions in Madison Squa.ro Garden in Now York which 
redound to the benefit of the no.tiono.l office and it moans a groat doa.l to 
be able to have such dononstrations in Now York. The next thing is tho matter 
of subjecting our loa.dors and our officers in thG Zionist Organization to tho 
visits of various pooplo both inside of New York and outsido of Now York. 
1:,~c need to attract people from all parts of America to cone and visit tho 
Zionist Orl;anization. Tho difficulty is that those pooplo rarely got to seo 
tho loadors whose letters they rocoivo, and from that standpoint it is very 
important to hn. vo at tho national hoa.dquartors a place ·whore people can come 
from o.11 parts of America. Business men arc likely to come to New York much 
more frequently · than they come to ~-,-ashington. They come horo to tho U .P.A. 
and tho J.N.F,, o.nd when they come to those organizations they should be able 
to visit the Zionist Organization hoadquartors and soc tho people that need 
to be soon. As to analogies, vm must ronembcr, tha.t quite apart from all tho 
other distinctions, th0 B'nai B'rith moved to ."iashington not from New York, 
but from Cincinnati. There 1'!10.Y hnv0 boon vory good reasons for moving from 
Cincinnati to Washin,;ton, but to movo from Now York to 1•♦iashincton is a. step 
backward. It is perfectly possible to have a woll functionin6 orgnniza.tion 
in Now York. Hadasso.h has a largor membership thon wo have; Hadassah func­
tions officiontly; Hadassah is not troubled by tho so ini."krininnte visits 
about which we comploia,or if it is troublod by thon, it socks them and 
apparently it benefits by thorn. These arc a fow of the thoughts thnt should 
bo considorod before deciding upon this very important stop. 
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Dr. Heller felt tho.t the argur.-~nts which Mr. Goldberg used reveal the 
state of raind which has grown up out of having the national office in Now 
York. To him (Dr. Hcll0r) the problem of tho Zionist Organizntion is tho 
problem of getting people to work together and of bringing others in by an 
cffoctivo :method of or6anization, by charting tho whole country. Bocauso 
of the financial stringency of the organization and other reasons, tho 
present relation of the Zionist Organization to tho rerno.indcr of the United 
States is exceedingly attenuated. We do not get very much from them; wo 
cannot. If tho Zionist Organization docs not sucocod in New York; if New 
York has tho sraallcst rae:rn.bership proportionally of any conD"!lunity in the 
United States; and if the relationship to tho rest of the cowttry is so 
attenuated -- then what is the achievement of the Zionist Organization of 
Aioorica. He suggested as a ronedy, abler people in a better organization, 
and believed the rost will flow from that. As for tho reference to Hadassah 
by sor.io of the previous speakers, Dr. Heller pointed out that Hadassah did 
not start with the handicap of tho z.o.A. Ho felt that tho task of approach­
ing tho problem nationally would be immensely facilitated by rc:rn.oving tho 
national offices to ~7ashington. 

Dr. Friedland stated that ho was perhaps tho only member of tho co:r.nnitteo 
on reorganization who spoke at length against moving to ~·,ashin6ton, thnt ho 
advance~ most of tho reasons that huvo boon given hero, including tho urgu:rn.cnt 
that 55~ of the Jews in the United States live in New York City; that about 
75% or 80% live within a radius of two hours from evr York; that most of tho 
talent for propaganda and education live in Now York. However, he added, 
when he henrd • all tho othor arguments, and the vote was ta:kon, he voted 
for reraoval to -:-:ashin6ton. Dr. Friedland said he fully agrees with Mr. Goldberg' 
point of viow. He also felt that no matter what may be sot up in r,ashington, 
the national office of tho z.o.A. will be in Now York. Ho suggested as a 
compromise that, for political work and for national orbanization work, tho 
z.o.A. go to Hashington. '1,1r10n tho membership office will be in ": 'ashington, 
New York will naturally recode from the horizon and the rest of the country 
will become more real, From tho point of view of cool, quiet, administra-
tive work of r;iomborship, and from the point of view of showing tho whole 
country in its proper porspcctivo, it will be better for tho office to bo 
out of New York. Dr. Friedland said he had a suspicion that within a your 
or two we will have to move back to New York -- wo will alienate people. 
But our leaders should be given an opportunity to se0 that it is not the 
workers who are to blame for the condition in the organization, but that 
other factors are responsible for it. Tho organization work and the politi­
cal work should bo moved to :·,ashington; the coordinated propaganda and educa­
tion, and tho shtimr.nmg-croating forces must remain in New York City. 

Mr. Hillirun I.Siegel thought that if we wore for tho first tine consti• 
tuting an office of the Zionist Orbnnization, everybody's reaction would be 
to put the office in New York City. But the fact remains that we have had 
the office in New York City for a number of years and there are some quasi­
weaknossos in our structure, which wo must ascribe to s0r:1c extent, at least, 
to the nationnl office boing located in New York City. Evon though he still 
had some doubt, Mr. Siegol added, we have got to be darinb though doubtful 
and talco whatever risk is inherent in the move to Y!ashington. 
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Dr. ~1is0 asko d if tho so prosont had Given thought to tho diffcronco bo­
tvmon Congress and tho British Pn.rliu.nont, and why tho Zionists goncro.lly 
in Enc;land huvc fa.rod so much bettor with tho House of Comr:ions then wo have 
\fl th Congress. Day by day nnd year after your there is contact., so much 
contn.ct that sane Mor.ibors of Purliur.1ont nrc better Zionists than some of 
the loaders of tho Zionist :oo.vomont. It may be so.id, Dr. ~·:iso pointed out, 
tmt in crises wo fare well in :·h1shin6ton . Ho added., we fo.rc well and faro 
ill. If we wore in 'jashinr;ton vre mi 6ht not have tho crises which noY.r n.riso 
to plague us. If wo had a good nan in a 6oocl off ice in ~·iashincton we vrould 
not havo to c.ct in this episodic manner in relation to tho Zionist novoment; 
wo would know our men. If we had access to President ·;dlson and f;Ot somo­
thinr; from him, it was duo to tho i;roa.t influence and the constunt uoc0ss 
of Mr. Brandeis, and to tho fact that in 1916, 1917 ho (Dr. ~·.isc) was in 
:·:ashin6ton once or twice wookly. ~-.-o vir:tua.lly ha.<l an offico in ~-fo.shington. 
Lot us not say, just because it suits tho argument, that Zionism is not a. 
political movement. It is o. political mov9mont und it also docs other-things. 
Secondly., Dr. Wisc wondered whether some Now Yorkers realize tho fcolint; of 
.American Jov;s town.rd New York. No pl~cc on ca.rth is Jewry o.s provincial a.s 
in New York City. Ono of tho cront· virtuos ;or Dr. Goldman as President, 
is bocause he is not a I,m, Y, ... I 1: .... r. Dr. Harry Frie denwald ,-.,us the only other 
non-New Yorker who was ever President of the z.o.A. The third point of 
view expressed by Dr. ·;iise was that it is immensely inportru1.t to keep in 
touch with -.~ashington. 'Jhon we got other Prosid0nts it na.y be still more 
important to ho.vc acecss to tho 1'.dr.i.inistration, an<l wo ho.vo not that n.cccss 
v-1hcn we arc in Now York. 

Dr. ,-rise continued that tho thing that Dr, Goldr.lnn can not do for New 
Yorkers is to build up Zionism in Now York. Now York offors a. peculiar 
problem. Nov-; York is u geot;raphical name; but that is al 1. Thero is no 
relation bctv,.roon the sopo.rato places in Nov, York; there is no intogri ty; 
thoro is no community life~ Dr. ·:;isc added that ho goos to Chicago oftener 
than he goos to Brooklyn. 

As an ex-Pre sident several times over tho z.o.A. Dr. ·::iso fol t th::i.t ho 
must speak frankly. Ono eleven Fifth .Avenue is very inudcquatoly rcprosonta­
tivo of the Zionist movement in .Ar:ioricu . It is sud that it should bo so. 
He added that ho may have as largo a share of tho responsibility of that un­
happy fact as any livinG person; but v1horcvor tho rcsponsibili ty lies, some­
how we have not ma.do one eleven Fifth Av~nuo a livinG, movin6 center of the 
Zionist movement in A.'11orica. Ho continued tha.t ho and rJr. Lipsky ho.vo had 
to postpone visits to ·:;a.s hington tirr,.c o.nd ago.in. ~·re do not go to 7i"ashingt~n; 
wo go tho re only occasionally. ·;fo ha vo no constant connection with the center 
of our movement . In the very near future we u.ro to have a tremendous attn.ck 
on everything Jewish, including Zionism, und wo ought to be ready to moot it. 
;·1o must realize that wo nro today in 1929 or 1930 Germany, with n tremendous 
onsot ago.inst the Jovn:sh people., und tho next thing will bo Zionism -- und 
Zionism is always under attack. If wo do not soo that we arc vastly mistaken. 

~-i·o arc proposing the ra.dica.1 • chunc;e of t1.ovinG tho central offico from 
New York which is not central and upon which wo hnvo nadc no impact in our 
forty yoa.r s of Zionist 1 ifo. -::o mo.y doc i<lo aft or somo years that we must 
como bo..ck to New York. But it will bo on one condition; that 25,000 Nov, 
Yorkers., out of 2,000,000, will bo members of tho Zionist Orgn.nizo..tion, 
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Thero is somcthinc utterly wronc; toC:ay in tho fact that we havo 10,000 members 
out of 2,000,000. It is our unforgivable sin. Dr. ~·;iso so.id ho would rather 
hnvo o.n out-of-tovm Zionist come to ·,:nshincton onco a yonr, than to come to 
New Yor1..:: four times u your for businuss, and incidentally come to tho Zionist 
office. I-Io so.id ho would lik'J to try tho experiment of to.kinG oursolvos to 
~·:ashington. He thouGht it would gi vc irnracnsc satisfaction to thousands of 
J m-rs in America. ..0 ho.vc got to think in tho so.mo tor~s as the B 'nn.i B' rith. 

Dr. Heller nude tho follov1in6 motion: 

THAT tho Executive instruct tho Prosi<lcnt to appoint 
throe committees for the purposes sugccsted by the 
Committee on Re-orbunization. 

Dr. Heller's motion wo.s seconded and unanimously carried. 

Dr. Gol<lman stated that tho sub-committee is now in u position to pre-
pare u momornndum to be sent to tho next meeting of the Exocutivo on Jo.nuary 11, 
1939. 

Dr. Goldman took exception to some of tho remarks in I.Ir. Golborg's stato­
mont. He wishec to remind tho Executive that he made no proniso in Dotroit 
;:., -i,; ~11; that he does not make such promises. Ho made statements such as most 
of us have :mc..do for the past twenty years -- tho need for intensification of 
Zionist life, of bringing more of the spiritual an, culturul olcmonts into 
tho work. Ho assurotl troso present th~t in tho discussion with the sub-comnittco 
which began with Rabbi Holler at nine o 'clock in the morning -- those questions 
wcro considered~ The sub-committee consitlorod the culturo.l and the spiritual 
o.spocts of tho 55% of New Yorkers an all tho talent that New York has, n.s 
Dr. Friedland reportocl. ~·;o also lmovr that a year n.go Dr. ·:;iso appointed a 
Survey Connnittoc; n.n<l throe years aGo and five years ugo thoro woro committees 
o.ppointod, and Dr. Goldman added that he remembered boin6 u member of u com­
mittee twelve years ago, o.nd ho remembered bcinG askod to prepare u memorandum 
for our orgnnization fourteen years aco; and o.11 tho discussions that took 
placo on those memoranda an<l proposals wore not unlike tho discussion horo this 
evening, and wo did not move. ·;;c permitted o..ny number of Jewish orcaniza.tions 
to take away the men and the women who properly belong to Zionisn and the z.o.~. 

Dr. Gold.nan sai~ further that there vro.s an insinuation thnt ho shuns tho 
Zionist headquarters. Ho recalled that in July, after tho Detroit Convention, 
which was on July 4 or 5, from tho time ho left for n.lostino on the 27, in 
those 22 days he spent 14 days in Now York anc. almost all of them nt tho 
z.o.~. office, and he nccomplished absolutely nothing. It took him invariably 
almost un hour to eet from tho olevutor to the office. He was approached on 
all kinds of ir.unatorial matters. But oven when ho stays at the Hotol he finds 
thirty or forty telegrams a.nd telephone calls; of no specinl importance. 

Dr, GolGm.un sa.id ho was in r;ashin6ton for three hours during this week 
an he had 1:1.ore conforoncos that were of interest to us in that short puriod 
than ho had in Now York in n vrcck or two. ·:'o know wha.t happens in Now York -­
Dr. ::iso came to tho mooting tonight a littlo after ton o'clock boca.uso ho 
ho.d other on6agomonts. This has ho.pponod vary frequently-- not only Dr. :·;iso, 
but curing our omcrgoncy work people ran in for five minutes or ton minutes, 
or a half hour, That a.lso hnppcns to him in Chicago, Dr~ Gol~~an said; ho novor 
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likod a Convention or u Conference in Chicago; ho could not attend to them 
properly; but when ho cor::cs here ho has nothinc boforc him but the Zionist 
l70rk, and 1 o uttcncls to it. ThGso six or sovon nntiono.l leo.clers who live in 
New York ho.ve after o.11, their own work; they do not interrupt their tlo.ily 
co.londar; their Zionist work is includecl in their daily caloncla.r; thoy try 
to be a.t four or five meetinGs at tlc same time. If the z.o.~. Executive 
will meet in ' :ashinc to n, it will come for the business of Zionism. ·:,'hat 
somJ my t iink is a defect is qui to the thinG that is i::oinf; to noko it pos­
sible for us to do the Zionist work in ~-.-a.shin;ton, 

To sugccst the TeorGn.nization of one cloven Fifth "'·l.vonuc, without movin{;, 
Dr. Gold.man continues, is to his mind to expect the impossible; there is that 
weicht which ho.s ho ld us dovm for years and which will continue to hold us 
.mvn. Everyone of our meotin[s, with tho exception of this me c tinr; , has boon 

pc.eked by non-members of the Executive. Ho has aske d lt r. Ma.rGulios time and 
af;ain for u ncotinf; of ncmbcrs of tho Executive; t Lore arc ccrta in r.n ttcrs 
wl ich have to bo ·"!.iscussod, where we want only the ju ... "!.~mcnt of tho members of 
tho Executive. ~-.-o come here to 10 some business. It huppcncu o.t one of our 
meetings that o. ccrta in SU[;[;Cstion vro.s made which o.ffectc othor ar;cncios, 
and tho follovd n ~ day, a non-member of tho Exccuti vo telephoned to report what 
hc.d huppcnuc hero an 1 reported it not as it wa.s uctotl upon; o.nll thon it created 
friction, and for u woe]~ or two we were wonC.cring just what VJas goinG to happen. 
Tha.t is tho situation at one cloven Fifth ~venue. ·::o do not wa.nt to run away 
fror.1 the people; vre want to ho.vo an office that cun fu.1ction properly, and 
above ull, Dr . Golclna.n added, he felt the reat need of beins more o.nd more 
regularly in ·:rashincton, beco.use it may not bo tho contcr of Jewish life, but 
it cocs huppon to bo the capitol of tho Unite~ Stute s. 

(Dr. Goldnun had to leave for tho train to Chico.go; ,lr. Lipsl~ took the Chair). 
Judc;c Ellenbocon succosto d that the minutes of this r.1cotin[ sl~ould be 

fuller than they usually nrc. Th0 Chairman instructed tho stenographer to 
brinz in as full a report of tho discussion of this nooting as possible. 

Re- MR.ZIF 

Judge lewis culled attention to a mcotinr he attended by Mr. Ziff, the 
author of "Tho Ro.pc of Palestine". He said thc..t Mr. Ziff ma.do quite o.n im­
pression upon tha t broup. 

lho Cho. irmo.n state d that stops urc boinc to.ken t o inform all intorcste 
parties thnt certain representations that o.ro bcin[; mo.de by 1,~. Ziff c.rc in­
jurious to the cause. 

RtSOLUT ION 01J DE.c~TH OF ·.-rI LLL.J.1 B. LE:.F: 

-~otion vm.s uly r.tnclo a.ncl socondotl and uno.nimously curried 

TIL~T 11 proper resolution on the death of :·:illi m B.Lea.f 
be recorded in tho minutes; and that the resolution thus 
o.doptocl be forvro.r od to the fnr.lily of tl o lo.to ,.r. Loaf. 



MINUTES OF MEETING OF z.o . .A.. EXECUTIVE HEID ON WEDNESDAY. 
JAW.A.RY 11 1 1939, BEGINNINJ AT 4 P.M. 1 AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, 

NEW YORK CITY 

PRESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair). Messrs. Charles J.. Cowen, 
Harry M. Fisher, A.H. Friedland, Israel Goldstein, Harris J. Levine, 
Israel H. Levinthal. William M. IA,wis, Louis Lipsky, Morris l.ll.rgulies, 
Irving Miller, Charles Ress, Louis P. Rocker, J.. H. Rosenberg. Carl Sherman, 
William I. Siegel, Robert Szold; Mrs. Moses P. Epstein (representing Hadassa.h), 
Eleazer Lipsky (representing Masada); by invitation: Joseph Cohen, of London, 
David Ben Gurion, of Palestine. 

Excuses for Non-J.ttenda.nce ·were received from Messrs~ Barnett R. Brickner, 
Henry Ellenbogen, .lbraham Goldstein, Edward L. Israe1, ,Tulian W( Ma.ck, 
Simon Shatzer, Elihu D. Stone• Morris Weinberg and Stepno.o S, 'J i su" 

Tm meeting was called to order at 4:15 P. M. 

SECBETARY'S REPORT: 

The Secret4ry submitted a factual report covering the first quarter of 
the present fiscal year, which indicated a total of approximately 37.000 
members in the Z.O,A, Thus far a little over 6,000 renewals have been received; 
8,000 new members have beon enrolled, making a total as of Decombor 31. 1938 
of over 14,000, as compared with 6,000 for the same period last year. About 
$40.678 ha.a been received in membership monoy since October 1, 1938, as against 
20.756 last year for the same period. This membership came from 17 Regions. 
Fourteen o! these Regions have actue.111 been approved by the Executive or bf 
some other authoritative body; three have submitted applications for approv~l. 

The Secretary stated that when the question of Regions comes up the ~hole 
set-up of the Regional aystom will have to be revised. Ho suggested that the 
Committee discuss the question of membership in general, and called attention 
to t~ unusual opportunity to double, or triple tha ioombership. 

Reporting on the publications, the Secretary stated that the total mailing 
list of the z.o.A. is 39,350, divided aa follows: The New Palestine -- 36,250; 
Dos Yiddishe Folk -- 3,100. The circulation is made up as follows: Dos Yidd1she 
Folk -- Exchange list : 276; pa.id subscribers: 407; z.o•.A. ~mberahip: 1,998. 
Two hundred copies of Dos Yiddiehe Folk are 8Upplied to newsstands, from which 
there is no income. The office keeps in reserve 219 copies. New Palestine -­
Exchange List: 474; paid subscribers: 372; Young Judaea: 533; Avuka.h: 250; 
Masada, 550; U.P.A.: 75 copies; reserve in oftice: 500; membership: 33.496. 
The Joint members receive only one newspaper. 

The Secretary reported further that during the period in review the office 
arranged for 156 meetings covering 101 Districts 1n 22 States. These include 
only meetings arrqed by the National Office and for which the National Office 
supplied speakers. These 166 meetings were addressed by 31 speakers, some 
speaking ~ore than once. 
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Tho inco~e from ~embership for the first soven months of the current 
fiscal year was $101,764; the expense was $94~446. The income for the first 
four months following the Convention was $41,028; the expense for the same 
period was $53,709. However, the income for the months of October, Nove~ber 
and Dece~ber, 1938 was $60,736 -- and the expense was $40,737 for those throe 
months; so that ne bad a deficit at the beginning of the fiscal year, but we 
now have a surplus of $7,318 at tho end of the seven-oonth period. 

DISCUSS ION ON SE CBETARY I S REPORT: 

A lengthy discussion ensued, pRrticipated in by Rabbis Ier~el Goldstein, 
and I. H. Lovinthal; and Messrs. Louis P. Rocker, Charles A. Cowen, Wm. I. 
Siegel, Charles Bass, Judgc;s Harry Fisher and 1m. M. Lewis, in -.vhich the pro­
vailing opinion was that every effort be oade to set up an organizational 
r::ia.chinery, to utilize the interest created by recent ovents, for increasing 
Zionist me~bership. 

In closing the discussion on the subject, the ChaiMan called upon Mr.Ress 
to assur.lo the division of the country into a centralize1 systen of P~gions 
mnned by competent field workers; and to take this div13ion into considera­
tion in his definition of the scope and function of a Region. 

With regard to the Chica.go situation, upon which the Secretary and 
Col. Rosenberg reported briefly, tho Chairman sugeeste~ that Col. Roscnberc 
subnit a detailed stateoent, in ordor that t he mtter nay be properly discussed. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMIT~E: 

r. Louis P. Rocker, Chaiman of the Finance Con~ittoa , subnitted a 
detailed report on the finances of too z.o.A. for the seven-~onth 1)0riod 
beginning •. ·June 1st and ending Decer.iber 31, 1938. Tho report indicated. that 
the pro-rated bud{;'8t had been exceeded by $10,727.35 for tho seven-oonth period. 

The Chairman asked that inforontion be submittea to the noxt neeting of 
the Executive, showint:; how this excees expen1iture was incu reti, and why it 
cost the z.o.A. an averaGe of $1,532.48 □ore a month to operate than originally 
astir.lated. 

SIR RONALD STORRS: 

The Chairman called attontion to the presence of Sir Ronald Storrs, 
forcer Governor of Jeru.saleo, in the United States on a lecture tour, and 
suggested tho appoint~nt of a Cor.lCli ttee to v,ai t on Sir Ronald to discuss 
with hie the Palestine problem; and also extend an invitation to hir.l to attond 
a function in his honor. 

After a briaf discussion on the impressions gathere1 from Sir Ronald's 
addresses in various coc:iu.nit1es: 

.. 
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The Chair::lall noved 

THAT Dr.I. H. 1£vinth~l, Mr. Louis Lipsky and 
»~.Stephens. Wise 03et with Sir RoM.11 Storrs 
ani extend to him an invitation to atten~ a 
function to be arranc;ed in his honor in Uew York 
City; that in conversation with Sir Ronald ~ and 
in n. e;eneral wa;,, ,tossrs. Levinthal, Lip!:iky and 
Vii so speak of the react ion to his add.L·e sse s in 
this country. 

The motion was seconded and unanbously carriedo 

DELEGATES TO LONDON CONFERENCES: 

.... 

The Chair.ia.n CRlled attention to the Conferences to be held !n Lon on at 
the beginning of Fobruary, and su~c;este1 that a sna.11 dele gation be n~-:1ed to 
represent the Z,-0,.Ao The non,..Z1onists of the Jewish Ae,ency have beon ir.vi ted 
and a St1all delegation is eoinr,. 

Mr. Ress ooved 

THAT Dr. Solomon Gold!:k'\Il, Mr. Louis Lipsey and 
Dr. Stephens. Wise be appointed a Cot1r1itteo 
with full power to select the dolet;a.tion that 
is to represent the z.o.A. at the London Conferences. 

The cation was seconded and una.nL~ously carried. 

DOS YIDDISHE FOLK: 

In discussing Dos Y11dishe Folk, the general concensus of opinion, with 
the exception of the views expressed by Raboi Levinthal anrl Dr. Goldstein, was, 
that in view of the linited nur.iber of readers and because of tho fact that the 
Jewish cor:munity was unusually well covered by a friendly Yid~-ish preee, it 
would be oore beneficial to discontinue the oae,azine a.n1 use the budeetary 
allotoent tor the issuing of Yiddish pamphlets and perhaps also a Yid11sh 
Year-Book. The Chairman explained that before suspension there would be one 
or two more issues and a statement of this action would appear in Doe Yiddish:, 
Folk. The oatter will be discussed with the editor. 

Mr. Rocker coved 

THA.'I' tha z.o . .A.. suspend publ icA.t ion of Dos Yidnishe 
Folk for a period of tioa. 

The ootion was seconded and u.nanL~ously carried. 
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TH! NE\1 PALE STINE: 

The Chairman stated that sug(-;estions have cor.1e fron every part of the 
country that The New Palestine be chanecd froo a 'N~e~!.y to a nonthly. The 
present format leaves r:ru.ch to be desired.. The pa!)Cr c:1 . .)~s not coop~favor­
ably with other periodicals. It is e5:.ren to publ ici. i n.~ t rivial, bA.nal details 
and the fine editorials and articl e ~ are crowded out by f ront-pace news which 
is a repotition of wh.'\t was alrea~· !J.:...b1ished locally ~1..ro re The New Palestine 
reaches its readers. After discus sh.e; in detail the use.t\:.i l purposes which The 
New Palestine serves, Mr. Lipsky ~o,cd 

THAT the Chair appoint -a Cor:u~ittee with a vie~ to re­
foming ·7·he New Palestine p either as a. week1 ~ or from 
too poi~t of viow of a monthly, in order t h~t The New 
Pale s-t ine r.iay reasonably conform with the Crr.an iza.t ion 
neeci~ .. f the Z.O~A.• and~ at the same tine r r;iire oxpressicn 
to the t hinBS that aro in tho nind of th3 Chairoa.n. 

The motion wab seconded and unanbously carrie· . 

EDUCATION DEPARTMEnT: 

The Chairman stated that discussion on tm Education Departnent will have 
to be held in abeyance ,until other catters, such ~s t he financial situation, 
ou~ propaeanda oachinery, and the oe r.1bership sot-up, etc., are considered~ I n 
the ceantir.le, the Education Departoent is continuin~ to function. The Chairr.1n.n 
sur,gest ed that the educational pa.::iphlets issued would be better propaganda 
oa-toru:.l if they were descriptive rather an areuoentative, atte~Jtinr, to convoy 
the achievements in Palestine, such as the story of Hanita, Naha.lol, etc., and 
proposad the naminc~ of a cor:nittee to read the r:ia.terial now available and all 
other oaterial, before it is p~blished. 

Mr. Cowen ::ioved 

THAT an Editorial Co;:u:iittee be ap:_Jointerl. , whoso :t:~ t y it 
shall be to read all na.terial available and aisc t . t 
being preparod for pu'blication by the Education :Jepn.rt□ent. 

The ~otion was seconded and unaninouely carried. 

The Chairnan appointed the following persons to servo ~s the Editorial 
Coo.~ittee: Babbi Samu.el Blumenfield, Cba.rles A. Cowen, Dr. A.H. Friodlnnd, 
Dr. Er:iamel Gacoran, Dr. Israel Goldstein and Maurice S~el. 

POLITICAL DEPARTMENT IN ~ASHINGTON: 

The Chairman stated that the nee~ is felt more an~ nore for a Political 
Departcent in Washine,ton. Such depar~~ent would involve the services of a 
contact ~an and an office, and would probably mean an expenditure of froo 
$12,000 to $15,000 a year. About $7,000 is already' available -- $5,000 in 
Cleveland and $2,000 in Balticore. 
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A brief discussion followed, in which Babbi Miller, Mr. Lipsie;,~ and the 
Secretary, participated, 

Judge J'isher ooved 

THAT a Co:nr!littee of three be appointed, with power to 
establish a Bureau in lashineton for such purposes as 
the z.o,A. may soe fit. 

The Chairman stated that Judge Fisher and Mr. Ress have prepared a briof 
on the question of reraoving the national office to ~ashineton, and tho !Dattcr 
will be f'u.rthar discussed. 

PALESTINE DEPARTMENT: 

The question of the Palestine Dopartoent, its functions and set.up was 
presontod ~nd considered. There was a brief discussion in which the Cha.ir.:1an: 
Mr. Rocker, Dr. Friedland, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Siegel and Mr. Cowen participatecif. 
All felt the need of an enlarged Palestine Department under the joint auspices 
of all parties and groups in Zioniso. 

It was moved. seconded and carried 

1'HiLT tho Exocu.tive of the z.o,A. realizes the need 
for an enlarged Palestino Bureau, which shall er.ibrace 
activities pertaining to To1ereth Haaretz, land invest­
ment, tourism, Chacber of Cocr:oorce, etc,; 

THEREFORE, it feels that the z.o;A. cannot continue -
nor 18 it incuobent upon the z.o A, to naintain a 

• Palestine !ureau, unless the cooperation and support 
of Hadassah, Jewish National J'und, Karen Hayesod, 
Mizrachi and Poale Zion is contributen toward the 
upkeep of such a Bureau; 

T~ in the event tho sub-committee appointed for that 
purpose is unable to get the assent of these bodies, 
to this cooperation, for the maintenance of the Palestine 
Bureau, the z.o.A. will be compelled to abandon the 
Bureau. 

THAT the sub-coccittee report back to the lxecuti~e for 
action. 

- SECOND SESSION -

INTENSIFICATION OF z.o.A.. ACTIVITIES: 

Tbe Chain:ian introduced the question of how best to intensify the work 
of the Z.O,A. The matter was discussed at lone,th by a ~UI!lber of the oeooers 
present, includine Mr, Ress, Mrs, Epstein, Rabbi Miller, Mr. Rocker, 
Dra Friedland, Judge Fisher, Col. Rosenberg, Mr, Cowen, Mr. Goldstein and 
Mr. Lipsky. 
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In sumr:1ine up tho substance of the discussion, the Chairoon stressed the 
followins facts to be considerc4 by tb9 Coordinating Coomittee: 

1) That a.n effective roor~a.nization of the Z.OoA. I:l\lst bo brought about 
through the coordination of the Keren H.':\Yesod, Keren Kaye~eth and the z.o.A., 
thereby eliminating overlapping, duplication and cojpetitive effort. 

2) That Regions be formed, :rsanned by competent Field Directors, who are 
not concerned with partisan politics. and who are thoroughly convor•ant with 
the needs of the oovooent and can make people aware of Palestine, the Basle 
Prograo, and the achieve~ont and general ideology of Palestine. 

.... ' ... 

3) The the z.o.A. should outline for itself a definite proara.o of activi­
ties. An appeal should be devisod which will attract the avoraeo Jew to the 
z.o.A. 

4) That a plan be considered for ~eetine the financial needs in order to 
bring about such reorGS,nization. 

The Coordinati?l6 Comr.:1ittee consists of ~bbi Ja..Des G. Heller, Chaiman; 
Judge Harry M. Fisher, Abraham Goldstein, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, Louis Lipsky. 
Charles Rees, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Rabbi Abba Hillel Silvor, Dr. Stephen 
s. Wise, Dr. Gold.u-ia.n added tho name of Mrs. Judith Epstein to the Coordinatine 
Co::uni t tee. 

POLITICAL REPORT: (Mr. Ben Gu.rion) 

Before calline upon Mr. David Ben Ou.rion, the Chain:lB.Il road a cablo re­
ceived from Dr. Chaim Weizmann, dated Paris, January 7, 1939, which indicated 
the influence felt abroad thro'U.Bh Aoerica.n pressure. 

Mr. Ben Gurion delivered a confidential report on the Political situation. 

DISCUSSION ON ALL-JE\IISH CONFERENCE IN .AMERICA: 

In the concluding remarks of Mr. Ben Gurion's report, he advised the holn­
in~ of an all-Jewish Uorld Conference in brica sooetime in March, for the 
pu.rpose of obtainine a &Jnoral Jewish reaction to tho attitude of the British 
Government towards the London discussions. This reaction he belioved should 
come from the Jewish poopls as a whole and should be expressed in America. 

After a discussion on this proposal, participated in by the Chair!!l8.n, 
Messrs. Szold, Louis Lipsky, Ress, Smrman, Siegel, Co~en, Dr. Friedland, 
Judge Fisher, Babbi Millor and Eleazer Lipsky -

Mr. Lipsky ooved 

THAT the Executive of the z.o.A., taking into acoount t~ 
last remarks of Mr. Ben Ourion, vote to support the Execu­
tive of the Je-wish A~ncy in carrying out this enterprise, 
leaving it to a Com::ilttee as to the form this enterprise 
is to ta.lte. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 
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The Chaircan stated that a ceetitl(; will shortly be convened of repre­
sentatives of Hadassah, Poale Zion, M1srachi, Jowish State Party and. tho 
non-Zionists of A.:lerica. This will bo precoded by a Zionist round-tablo 
discussion. 

Meeting adjourned at oidnieht. 

Respoctfully sub~itted, 

MOR..'1I S MARGULIES 

Secretary 
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COURT O 138 

Dr. \bba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Denr Dr.: 

January 23, 1939 

I regret very much that I ~as deprived'Ahe 
op ortunity of seeing you while I was in your to • ~ en 
I called your home, you vere not in; and I thought I ould 
have a chance to meet with you on Friday, but I had a meeting 
that day. er the meeting, I was under the anther, and 
was in bed the r1hole dny Saturday. 

I expected to see you at n shington, but then, 
again, I was on the road, and came home too late to make 
it. I am certainly sorry that I did not attend the Con­
ference, which, by all repo ts, was most outstanding in re­
gard to numbers and addresse --especially, I understand that 
your introduction of Masaryk was a gem, and ossibly was 
the cause of moving Uasnryk ·nto making an historic speech 
vhioh rill remain innnemorable in the annals of the history 
of Palestine reconstruction . 

,r I had manythi:igs to ta_.l.k to you bout. I 
wanted to get a line from you, as they say, on many a topic; 
and was ready, in turn, to impart to you a few things that 
seemed of interest , but I was not destined to see you, 
and I regret that. 

I expect to be in Cleveland in connection with 
the Conference of the Histadruth Ivri th, and I Ydll certain­
ly make an effort to call you up and meet rlth you. 

lith best wishes, 

Cordi lly yours, ,:;? 

AG:dk 



L.J.RUSKIN 
PRESIDENT 

f'ORD HOPKINS CO.ORUG STORES 
CH ICAG O 

January 26, 1939 

Dear Dr. ~ilver:-

I have given thought to the question of cabli • to 
either Dr. Katznelson or Ben-Gurion and decided that 
it might be unwise. I shall therefore, even at the 
risk of losi time, send a confidential letter to 
Dr. Katznelson and to Ben-Gurion and s gest to the 
one of them who reaches London firs+ to send you a 
memorandum on the subject of the K rsaba on which 
we agreed Tuesday in Chicago. 

I cannot refrain from again expressi to you the 
tre endous inspiration that I have derived from your 
addresses. I am sure you are often told this but up 
to no, my che~ist nature has never been oved by any 
oratory even of the aost famous. You is a God-given 
gift. 

Yours very sincerely __ 



INU~S OF MEETING or z,o.A. EXECDTIVE I HELD ON 

DDNESD.1Y, DBRlJJ.RI .81 4 P,M., AT THE ASTOR HOTEL 

PBESENT: Dr. Solomon Goldman (in the Chair) and IEssrs. Barnett R. Brickner, 

Cha.tles .1. Cowen, .1. H. Friedland, Abraham Goldberg, Israel Goldstein, Ja,m3s 

G. Beller, Harrie J. Isvine, I. H. IA3vinthal, Meyer Levy, Ludwig Lewisohn, 

Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Irving Miller, Charles Ress, Louis P. Rocker, 

Carl Sherman, William I. Siegel, Elihu D. Stone; Mrs. Judtih Epstein (repre­

e~nting Hadassah); Eleazar Lipslcy (representing Masada); Dr. s. Bernstein, 

by invitation. 

Excuses for non-attendance were received from Messrs. David Beranstein, 

Honey Ellenbogen, Harry M. Fisher, .Abraham Goldstein, Edward L. Israel, 

Julian W. Ma.cit, .1. H. Bosenberg, Morris Weinberg, Robert Szold and 

Stephens. Wise (abroad). 

MEMORIAL JUDGE LEWIS: 

Tb3 Chairman called upon Dr. ~vinthal who spoke in tribute to the mem­

ory of Judge William M. Lewis, member of the z.o.A. Executive and Chairman 

of the .Administrative Committee of the z.o.A., who passed away on January 30th. 

Dr. Levinthal spoke of Judge Lewie' warm friendship, of his qualities of mind 

and heart. Judge Lawis had many gifts, but the gift which ma.de him so beloved 

was the good heart he possessed. We have evidonce of ~is good heart in Phila­

delphia., where he was one of the finest comrmlnal workers. '!'here was no Jewish 

cause that did not win the interest of his heart. He threw himself whole­

heartedly into the work of the Zionist movement. He was a true servant of 

this cause. He was at the beck and call of the Zionist Organization. He went 

to speak, he travelled, although hs knew he was not a healtcy man. He wanted 

to serve in evecy possible ws:y. His death is a distinct loss to the Zionist 

Organization and to the whole Palestine movement. All of us bow our heads 

with reverence to his memoey, and everyone in the organization who knew Jud.gs 

Lewis will say that he leaves us a cherished legacy -- a name that will be 

remembered and respected by eveey lover of Zion. 

SECBETARY I S REPORT ON MEMBERSHIP: 

Mr. Margulies reported that th~ z.o.A. membership to data is about 39,500. 

We have received payment for 20,151 members, representing about 8000 renewals 

and 12,000 new members who bave joinct'i the organization since October 1, 1938, 

the beginning of the Zionist fiscal year, Last year, on the same date, we 

had 9,706 renewals and $33,297 in meraoerahip income, This year the oo:nbership 

income is $60,296. 
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MR, BISS' SPORT ON BEGIONS: 

Mr. Ress stated tha.t several methods of Regional set-up have been con­
sidered, and the conclusion was reached that State lines should be disre­
garded and that the method to be adopted should be to pick out key cities 
and build Regions e.round those cities. It was felt tha.t the minimum ~!:11:>er­
ship of a Region sr.ould be 2,000, bit that ought not to be final because 
the potential oemborship of the geographical unit mst be considered. 
Further Uost tha problec becomes simpler, because the Jewish population 
is not so larBe• As to the functions of tha Region, it was generally 
felt that the Region ought to be if. ven a great deal of autonomy, particu­
larly in connection with its educational and cultural activities. Later, 
as the funds become available, field man should be eoployed to work in 
the several Begions. The Begion should be asked to contribute a certain 
a.ciount towards the upkeep of tho fiold man, who should be employed and 
controlled by the National Office. 

Babbi Heller believed that to arbitrarily establish ReGions in various 
parts of the country would be a very unwise method of procedure, and sugges­
ted that persons who have considerable knowledge of Regions already existing 
throughout the country, be consulted as to geographical areas, and as to 
the cities a.rou.."ld which Begions are to be set up. He sut gested also that 
some arrangement ~e ma.de in the finances of the oreanization by which it 
will be possible to subsidize the Regions. 

Rabbi Brici?.:ner declared that until the Finance CoClJ'!littee works out a 
plan whereby we can subsidize Regions, the whole idea of the Regional se.-.. 

up is just an illusion. • 

Rabbi Miller expressed the thought tha.t if we think in tams of sub­

sidizing the Recions froo the very boginnine, we will destroy the initiative 
on the part of tho local poople in the Re5ion. A Begion should have poten­
tially enou.ch resources in ooney and in man-power to be self-supportine; 
it mu.st be able to produce a oinimum of 5.ooo I!lambers. 

Mr. Cowen believed that if the best use is to be made of the lwited 
fUDds and the licited resources at our disposal, soc.a provision cust be 
made so that our man-power and material may bo used to equal a.dvantaB'8 all 

over the country. 

Dr. Lewisohn agreed with Dr. Heller that the arbitrary re-Recionine 
of the country will be felt vecy keenly. The sensibilities of the local 
people are a very ioportant factor in our work. Ir we cake it a criterion 
that any territory that can produce 5,000 cecbers can apply for a Recion, 
we will nurse alona the sensibilities of the Reeions and give them an 
incentive. 

nie Chairman SU6f-8Sted that Mr. !ass incorporate this discussion in 
tha written report he is to prepare for circulation among the cambers of 
the Executive. 
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CHAIIUWl OF mMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE: 

'rhe Chairman stated that the Executive bas to place in nomination 

the Chairman of the J.dministrative Committee, and the Administrative 

Committee will have to vote on the nominee proposed, or else place other 

names in nomination. It was moved 

THAT Judge Louis E. Levinthal be nominated 
as Chairman of the z.o.A. Administrative 
Committee. 

Tho motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

DEPARMNT.U, IJAT ION: 

The Chairman recommended the departmentalization of the national 

office, and suggested as the first step that the Executive define the 

work of the Secretary of the z.o.A.. 

A. brief discussion followed in which Messrs. Siegel, Louis Lipsky, 

Heller, Goldberg• Goldstein, Friedland, Bass, Cowen, :Briclmer, x.·1. 

Margulies participated. Mr. Louis Lipsky moved 

THAT we approve of the suggestion of the President 
that he be given authority to reorganize the Execu­
tive work of the z.o.A. office, and to make such 
changes in functions as be may think wise under 
the circumstances. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

Af·fidavits for Veteran Zionists: 

In connection with securing visas for veteran Zionists abroad, it 

was reported that a Committee is being appointed to help in the matter. 

Leiwick1s 50th Birthday: 

The Executive took note of Mr. Le1wick1s 50th birthday celebration. 

GENERAL ZIONIST FUNDS: 

Mr. Lipsky called attention to certain icportant general Zionist 

undertakings in Palestine for which there are no funds available. Tho 

z.o.A. has no coney for Palestine pU.rposes at all, unless it undertakes 

to raise a fund. The otbor al ternativa would be to apply to the U.P .A. 

for an appropriation. 

Following a discussion on the matter by Messrs. Lipsky, Goldstein, 

Heller, Lovine, Levinthal, Goldberg, and the Chairman, it was moved, 
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seconded, and unanimously carried 

TH1T the z.0 • .1. goes on record approving the appl i­
cation that is being r.lade to the Karen Hayesod and 
the J.N.F. for an appropriation out of the incoce 
of the U.P.A. for 1939 of not less than $75,000 
to be utilized by the z..0 • .1. for activities in 
Palestine approved by this Executive. 

THlT the repreeontatives of the z.o.A. on the Joint 
Cocmit tee of the Ieren Ha.ye sod and J .N .F., which 
bas the authority to complete the agreeoent under 
which the U.P.A. is to operate 1n the year 1939 
are instructed to soe to it that this proposal is 
carried through; and 

T~T when the catter cocas up before the Board of 
the Keren Hayesod and the Boe.rd of the J.N.F., our 
representatives on those Boards ba instructed to 
seo to it that it is carried through; and further­
oore, 

THAT Mr. Louis Lipsky convey to the tle~bers of the 
Executive in London the attitude of the z.0 • .1. 
Executive. 

LONDON DISCUSSIONS: 

The Chaircan reported briefly on the delegation in London. 

~.otracted discussion arose as to what, if anything, should be done 
froc this end, while the discussions are in progress. 

It was the consensus of opinion that no pressure should be brought 
to bear at this tia>, but that factual raaterial be prepared on the Palestine 
situation. for distrubution aoong press and radio comr.ientators, etc. It was 
also suggested that a Cor.1Cittee meet ~1th representatives of the Foreit?;n 
Policy ~ssociation in connection with the oa.tter of spealo3rs on the subject 
of Palestine; and that a state~ent on 'the Arab- Jewish situation be prepated 
by sooeone bost qualified to 1o this work. 

WASHINO?.ON BUBEAU: 

The Chairoan reported that representatives of the Zionist Organization 
of America, Hadassah1,· Poale Zion and Mizrachi mat and agreed that a Committee 
representing the four bodies constitute the National Political Cocoittee to 
establish an office in Washington with a permanent Director. It was estimated 
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that a budget of fron $11.000 to $].s.ooo wouli be r8quiroc.. Isadore Broslau, 

a rosi(ient of ,,as:iine,;ton, D.c. will boc01~ the Director of the BureA.u ru1d 
will d.evoto all of his tine .to tho ,,ork. It 1s hopai that the four ~roups 

nill apportion tho expenses of the Bureau. 

Mra. Epste1n· called attention to the fact that K.~d.Assah has been giving 
$7.500 to the z.o A. for ca.ny years, .for political and propaganda purposes; 
there was no iashlngton Bureau and there was no specific office for political 
work. This $7,500 is Hadassah1s allocation for tat Washinc;ton ::3u.reau, in­
asauch as 1t is for political purposes. 

It was pointed out that durint; the years that Had.assah had been paying 
$7,500 to the z.o.A. the Washington Bureau was not under consideration, and 
that the political work which ~e did achieve during that tioe was covered 
by the $7,500. Tho ~ashington :Bureau, therefore, is an extra u.n:iertaking. 

Mr. LipsJq ca.de the following not ion: 

THAT it bo stated very clearly that it is the intention 
of the Zionist Or&1nisa.tion of Aoerica to estaolish a 
Political :Bureau in i7as:1ington. in cooperation with all 
recoenized Zionist organizations in the United States, 
with tho understandin~ that the parties contribute in 
proportion to their streil{;th to the upkeep of that 
Bureau; and 

should it develop that too parties will not contribute 
to the financial support of the ~ashington Bureau, the 
Zionist Organization of Aoerica will establish the 
Bureau under its own auspices. 

Mr. Lipsky' s ootion wa.s soconrle .i A.nd unani.r:iously carried. 

EDUCATION AND PROP.AGAlIDA DEP11.RTMENTc 

The Chaircan stated that the z.o.A. is at present in no way equipped for 

propaganda work. It is the only one of the three organizations at 111 Fifth 

Avenue that has no public relations nan, The Districts throut;hout the 
country are complaining that they have no Qaterial. no Palestine pictures, 
etc. It was only in the ec.erBSncy that we reached the press, tho ra~io 
coOI?entators, etc. Ho suggested one of the following two alternatives: 
(1) That soce fore of coordination be establ1sb3d with the U.P.A. an~ J.N.F., 
and perhap1 some of the partioe, for the purpose of cresting a propa{;Bnda 
departcant, just as wo hope to create a political departo.lnt that would serve 

all of the groups; (2) if we have not tbs optioiso to believe that such 
coordination is obtainable, that the z.o.A. launch a c&":l!)aicn for $200,000 
to establish its propa6anda and education department. The Chairman pointei 
out that the Ar:1erican Jewish Cor:10ittoe, the B'nai B1rith, and the -r1can 

Jewish Congrosa aro goinc out to C."'.:ipaign for l!lUch larger funds. There is 
no reason, he felt, why the z.o.A. Oal'Ulot do the sace thing. 11th the present 
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shticr:luag throughout the country, he believed that porha.ps $150,000 to 
$250,000 could be gotten. A younG man, bare, fro~ Palestine, is able to 
supply us with sooe very fino pictures of Palostino; deleeations froo 
abroad have oxpresaed a wish to co!:18 here for propagruida purposes -- but 
to all of these we have to say 1no 1 because 1'8 have not the funds. 

Mr. Sieeel pointed out that the z.o.A. is now spending $10,000 ~ year 
for material that serves neither the z.o.A. as an orGanization nor the 
Zionist oovement in A."J8rica. ije urged that something be done not only tp 
ioprove, but to radically change the quality and nature of the mterial 
that the Education Department is putting out. 

The Chaiman stated that the Education Dape.rt:iont and the material it 

puts out can be raiica.lly chant:,"'8d and b~,::."oved if we allow $25,000 to $30,000 
a yoar for its work. A report of the Education Departalnt and. its work will 
be considered at the next ceetine of the Executive. 

In line with Dr. Goldcan's proposal regardinr, coordination, Mr. Lipsky 
called attontion to the opportunity now existing in the U.P.A. throur,h the 
fact that the U.P.A. is absorbed in a O.J.A. cacpaii;Il, to saparato the pro­
paganda of the U.P.A. froo the fund,..collect~ of the U.P.A. We could then 
have a coooination bureau of the J.N.F. and K.H. specifically for the pur­
poses of propaganda. Thus we will be 1n a position practically to establish 
a joint coccittee in which the Zionist Orca.nization is the directing influence, 
and all the propae,anda to which tho Chaircan refers - literature, radio, etc.­
can be carried throue,h in this propaganda bureau. It will 'be a propaganda 
bureau which tho z.o.A. can cor.nm.nd. If wo can F,Ct tho proper person, we can 

establish throut;h hio a public relations dopartoent which would be in the 
nature of public propa.[;anda and non-Jewish propatl).nda, and wa would have a 
genera1 propaea.nda. bureau which ~ould enf!!J.f!fJ in oaking availablo to anybody 
who cay be interested oatorial on the essential functions of the z.o.A. 

Mr. Lipsky sug&ested that, without in aey way touching on the broader 
aspects of the question, we approve the idea of a joint propaganda. bureau 
of the J .N.F. and the K.H., approve tho idea of establishinc a public rela­
tions department, and then leave the other mtters to sooe other cooo1ttee. 
If we undertake to go out to raise $150,000 or $200.000 we will icmadiately 
raise a very serious objection in the U.P.A. which will be refloctod in tho 
U.J.k., and it will becooo icpossible for the z.o.A. actually to do~ina.te 
tho situation. furthol'tlOro, a. public declaration of a lareo caopaic,--;n of 
$150,000 to $200,000 ~ould encounter r.ruch opposition by our own leadinG 
Zionists upon whose good will we t:1Ust depend. 

In supportinB Mr. Lipslcy1s proposal, Dr, Goldstein said that we, as 
Zionists, oueht to welcome aey proerao which would brine the Karon Hayesod 
into its proper place in tho consciousness of Aoarican Jaws; and that can 
be done best t:-i:-ou~h a coordination proerao with the J.N.r. 

Rabbi Brickner felt that the appeal of the J .N.F. and the K.H. 1s a 
philanthropic appeal, whereas the pu.rpose of the z.o.A. is to llako ideol­
ogical Zionists. The z.o A. Ill\let have a propaganda department, but it must 

~ 
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be 1deolo ~1cal and mu.st be, in a sense. soparate from fund-raising, 

Mr. Rocker characterized ~r. Lipsky 1s proposal as a scheme, more or 

less, for takine more money from the U.P,A. without sayinG that it is a 

subvention from·the U.P.A. lf the U.P.A. bad ca.de their diroct subven,­

tion to the Z,O A. adequate to the noeds of the z.o.A., tho work would 

reflect very muc:h·!X>re in the coffers and on the work of both organiza­

tions. The dues of tho z.o.A. do not permit tb:3 Z,O,A. to live, and we 

Cl\1S t suppleraen t our incoce in some wa1. One wa.y would be to have the 

U.P.A. give us a lareer subvention. Mr. Rockor felt that Mr. Lipsky1 s 

proposal would in effect take out of the z.o.A. a very necessary function 

of the z.o A., and put it in a body over which the z.o.A. would havo very 

• little direct control. 

The Cbairr.ian a.greed, theoretically, with Mr. Lipsky and Dr. Goldstein, 

but practically, he believed, the z.o.A. T.111 not have a propaganda depart­

ment, Fllrthercore, the creation of such a departt:l8n t jointly by the K.H. 

and J.N.F. will lead in the direction of further destruction of the Zionist 

Oreanization of Anerica. 

Tho discussion continued along this trend at considerable len~h, with 

practically every cer.iber of the Executive participatinG - sotle favorably 

disposed toward Mr. Lipsey1s proposition and others opposing it. 

No official action was taken. It is understood that the Coordination 

Co:!l.'!littee of which Rabbi Haller is Chairman, will meet in the near future. 

:Aeetine; adjourned at midni~ht, 

Respectfully sub~itte, 

MQR.i"qIS MARGULIES, 

Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF I..mETING OF Z. 0 .A. EXEC UT IVE H~LD 0 
Vw1!bNE3DAY, MARCH a, 19~, AT TF..E H6TEL ASTOR 

fii.7 Y0~1.K CITY. -·-

P 'S11TT: Dr. Solomon Goldman ( in the Chair), Messrs. Barnett R. Brickner, 
Charles A. Cov.ren, 1Ienry Ellenbogen, A. H. Friedland, Isro.el 
Goldstein, Edward L. Israel, Harris J. Levine, Israel II. Levin­
thal, }iorri s Margul:io s, Irv"in{; 1Ciller, Charlos Hoss, Louis P. 
Rocker, S i.mon Shot zor, Elihu D. Stone I I.a.vrronce Cohen (rcpro­
sonting Avukah), Eleazer LipskJ' (representing lJaso.da); by 
invitn.tion: Samuel Caplan, Jacob S. Golub, lioyor W. Yloisgal. 

Excuses for on-Attendance w 1. r0 received from Messrs. David Borenstein, 
James G. Holler, Ludwig Lowisohn • .A.H. Rosonborg, Morris 
toinbor~; and Louis Lipsky, Robert Szold, Dr. Stophon S. Vise 
(abroad;. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JJOSES GASTER: 

Docidod to cablo a resolution of condolonco to tho family of 
tho lato Dr. Moses Gaster in London; n.nd that a statement appear in Tho 
Now Palestine and other publications on behalf of tho Z .o .}... in tribute 
to tho memory of Dr. fuoscs Gaster. 

PROF. ALBERT EINSTEil: 'S 60TH BIRTHDAY: 

Docidod to dodicato an issuo of The Nov; Palostino., Dos Yiddisho 
Folk and Hadoar to Prof. Albert Einstein, om the occasion of his 6oth birth­
day; and that a resolution bo presented to Prof. Einstein on bohulf of tho 
Zionist Organization of America.. 

TPJVELLilJG EXP~NSES OF OUT-OF-TOWN .1E1<L:>ERS OF EXECUTIVE: 

Thu Chairman roported that tho vl500 voted tov.rard tho travel­
ling oxponsos of out-of-tovm members of tho Exocuti-vo had boon exhausted 
and that an oxtrn allo-rro.nco would bo noodod if tho oxponsos for the April 
and ltay mcotings aro to bo covered. 

Mr. Cowen moved 

TIL\T an additional v500 bo vo·tod towards tho 
tra.vclling oxponsos of out-of-tovm monbors of 
tho Exocutivo. 

Tho motion was unanimously carried. 

42ND ANNUAL CD NVENT ION: 

Tho quostion of tho plucc and rogram of tho next Convention 
W{\S considered. It ii-US tho cons ensus of opinion that No York City remain 
tho Convention City; that the progrom of tho Convontion b u on a. higher in­
tolloctun.l pluno thEn in previous yoo.r s ; that sol.:,ctoc.l individuals be c.s . ..:od 
to bogin writing s e ries of articles for Tho fo ,v Palostino on issues b0foro 
tho Convention; o.nd t mt o. Convention Conunittoo be uppointod in April to 
study tho Zionist scene and propar0 r osolutions to be submit tod to tho Con­
vontion. A Committoo is also to study tho matt or of no.ming proxy dolcGo.~~ s 
to tho Convention. 
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REORGAN I ZAT ION .AND DEP,'Jt TUENT.t~LIZ.Al' IOU OF Z. 0 .1.·1. : 

Tho Chairman s ubrnit tod a 11omorandur.i on tho Roorgo.ni za.t ion and 

Dopart:montalizo.tion of tho z.o.A., propo.rod in coopora.tion with tho Com­

r.iittoo on Rcorganizo.tion of which Ro.bbi Jomes G. Holler is Cha.in.,nn. The 

Memorandum di vidcd tho v1crk of the Orga.niza.t ion into throe r;,.ajor dopa.rt­

monts: I. Administrative; II. Cultural; ond III• Public Rola.tions. It 

indica. tod tm t tho difficultio s confronting tho Z .o .A., o. t 111 Fifth 
Avonuo a.ro doo pr ilnarily to (1) tho horulqua.rtors thousolv0s which arc a 

physical obsta.clo (2) the la.ck of dopxtmontnliza.t ion o.nd thoroforo ovor­

la.pping, and (3) tho lo.ck of a. sta.ff to hoo.cl tho vurious dop:rlmonts. 

After a. thorough a.."la.lys is of tho Momarandum by tho Prosidont it 

was moved 

NE\''l PA IE STINE: 

1, TIL\T tho lJor.iorcndum on tho Roorga.nization a.nd 
Doplrtmonta.lizution of tho z.o.A. bo adoptotl 
in principle; 

2. THAT tho Sl.JGbcstod budget bo nude oln.stic a.nd 
tho ir oposal s &ot forth in tho I.1cmora.ndurn. be 
imploriontod o.s tho funds cooo in; 

3. THAT the President be cmpov.orod to nunc such 
Colmllittcos a.s muy be necessary in connection 
with tho currying out of tho lJcmorandum, a.s 
the progra.m devol_pa; 

4. THAT, as a first stop, an a.ttonpt be rode, in 
consulta.tion with the sevorul youth bodies, and 
in ooilaul to.tion with the Fina.nee Comm.it too, to 
implement Q ~oordinatod youth dopo.rtmcnt o.nd 
ongo.go a Director for too dopnrtnont. 

s. TlL\T tho Finance Committoo and tho Office Committoo 
study tro f!Uostion of moving tho Na.tional Offices 
of the z. d ... \.. ns quickly as possible. 

At tro roquost of tho President, L~. Samuol Ca.pl~n, Editor of Tho 

New Pnlc stino, submitted proposals far transforning tho present publication 

into o. v-rock ly magazine. .As n weekly it v.oultl bo of 24 pa.gos (solf-covor) 

of e;ood qudity piper, co.pa.blc of taxing hulf-tonos, size 8 3/4" X 11 3/4". 

Tho cost vrould be approxim.tcly ~41,000 o. your for forty issws, or a.bout 

823,200 beyond tro cost of publioution in tho present forrn.o.t• 

A discussion followod in which all po.rticipc.tod. It ·wus felt thnt tho 

additiona.1 cost of 23,200 wa.s prohibitive at this tine. In 0rdor to help 

moot tho oxponso, it wn s suggo stod that Hndns so.h bo o.skod to join in tho 

publico.tion of tho new wookly. Dr. Hnrris J. Lovino, as No.si of tho Order 

Sons of Zion, thou~ht tho.t tho Order night even ngroe to suspend publica.tion 

of thoir paper and lw.vo thoir rombors subscribe to tho proposed now vrookly 

magazine. 
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Tho consensus of opinion wn.s in fnvor of cho.nging Tho Now Palestine 
from fts prosont format, to that doscribod by Mr. Co.plan, und thut, as a 
last resort, 1:hc :rm gazino be publishod as a. monthly. 

POLITICAL SITUATION: 

The Cho.n-mnn roportod briefly on (1) tho situc..tion in London,. (2) tho 
attitude tha.t we t.ook vis-u-vis London, and (3) ,~nt is our procedure to 
be for tho future. 

With regard to tho discussions in London, tho British Govornmont pro ­
posod o. restriction of immigro.t ion and a porrnnnont minority status for tho 
Jews -- in short, a ropudic.t ion of tho Bulf0ur Doc lo.ration and tho lio.nda.to. 
Imuodiatoly our people protested very vigorously and our dologo.tcs, p!lr­
ticulurly Dr. Wisc, vro.ntod to leave. From this end they were porsuo.dod to 
remain ::md not break off tho discussions. But at no time in tho subsequent 
discussions, 1..hich woro o.11 informal -- bocc.uso our people since then rofusud 
to go into fornul discussi~n -- did our delegates rog~in confidonco in 
M'.:tcDonald, or H.:i.lifo.x ,. or Cho.mborluin. The British did not bel iovo that they 
would moot with this unanimous Jewish oppositi0n and thoy w i1r0 no doubt im­
pressed by this unanimity • 

.As to the policy prusuod horo, tho situation v1ns followed vory closely 
by tho muds of various Zionist bodies. These leaders sh::l.pod the policy., 
,·bich was ono of rosistc.nco nnd firr.mcss to tho end. Thuy mo.intainod thn.t vro 
must not mnko count cr-propo suls that will drav, us into negotiations and wi 11 
go.in us nothing. It apponr s trot subsotuontly, som0 members of tho Exocuti vo 
wore ready to make proposn.ls und to continue negotiations vdth tho British. 
Ono of the ca bl cs wo s ont to Jr. Do nGur ion read: "Do not run mv::i.y c..nu do not 
speak softly. Thero is in tt1 c United St.:i.tus c. docp sympathy for our position 
and for tho Homolc.nd," Subsequently, t.'1.oro cruno o. cc.blc from Mr. Lipsky, 
so.ying "Ylo stund firn. Rumors to the contrary notwithst!l.Ilding." Since then 
c. c:::.blo hn.s come infurmin us that tho Ex0cutivc proposed ·writing c:.n official 
lotter wi thdrn.uinr from tho Conforonc o, and they wore wai tinb for nn r.nsuor 
from us. 1i th in n.n hour "~nothor ca.blo cc.mo sn.y ing t hc..t the lotter w, s writ ton 
und tho proposals me.do ~ :.ir . Lipsky o.nd Mr, Szold then tulophoned to Dr . 
Goldman to find out whothor -thov shouLl romo.in in Lonaon for nnothor wook or ., 
ten dn.ys. Our lenders horu f0lt thc..t tho .i~r.1oric n dologa.tion shouldromn.in 
in London and not c..ttond tho Confor..,ncus. Dr. !:isc h:id • rec. y s ilod. 1r. 
Lipsky and Mr . Szold vroro ronchocl on tho tolcphono o.s they were a.bout to s~il,. 
Thoy said thuy could not rorru: in in London and not a ttcnJ tho Conforonco; tho.t 
thoy vould either sto.y in London !:l.!ld a.ttond the C nforunco, ur thoy ~~uld 
come homo. And so they roturnod. 

At the beginning, Dr. Gcldnnn continued, we did not do uch boc::l.uso the 
..J\M+~,pq ~d¼tit.:Pcf-Ya "Plan.so rostruin action" . Novortholcss, no did a few things, 

/1So.y· of Pro.yer, o.nd c informed Mr. Chnmbvrl'" in that this ~ us bcinr; done. A 
cublo wo.s also sont to Chm.1borluin av r tho si,;naturus of Zionist louclors und 
heads c£ Zionist bodies. Thero 'Nore., also p..>rs n 1 cu los to Cho.nborla.in; n.nd 
our lo a.dcrs took mrmy other importc.nt stops. A c blo thon en.no directing us 
to begin gottinc suno no rs over to London, somo cditorio.ls, etc., o.nd wo a.t 
once orgo.nizod this 1-.t>rk. It wus understood tho.t wo wore not to do it ltlth 
tho some intensity with which it wo.s dono in Octobor o.nd Novonbor, boco.uso 
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it a.ppoo.rs tha.t we o.ro goinc to bo in a. critica.l situation for n. lon£or period 
of tirac ru1d thcrofuro the pressure will rove tc be a.pplicd more oubtly. Tho 
response th us far has bo nveri; fo.vorn.b lo; nnd we hc.vo ho.d a. numbor of romo.rk­
nbly fine oditorio.ls in on.ny of tht- nowspo.pors of the country. nd thousn.nds 
of si gn:::i.turcs have n.lr c:. dy gono to London. Judbo Ellonboe;on of Pittsburt;h --
to c ito ono inst:::i.nco -- rao.n..'1.go •i to [Ut 240 orgo.niz tions to ngroc to tho 
sit;ninc of o. cublc and thoy had n.·hout 11 265 nar.1Os c:.. blud ovor. There woro 
mo.iv othors . .A stc.tomont o.ppourcd in tLc press signed by sovontoon Sona.tors, 
There wore co.blos sent by nuny people in 'lc.shington directly to London. Tho 
non-Zionist lco.dors toe sent cablus tc Ch~raborlnin. Tho Zionist Districts o.nd 
a.11 of our frion s throuchuut the country mve boon hDlpful in n.pplyinr; pressure. 

A brief discussion follovrod Dr. Gold.rn.':..n 's rvport .:..nd nuncrous sugges­
t ions vrorc r.nde for further action to be t~kon. 

'l Sr:INGTON BUR&'i.U: 

The Chuirr.ic.n thunrvporte<.l on the work of tho l1Jn0rican Zionist nurco.u 
in l'lo.shincton ·which, he s:ii , wo.s functioning vory well. It v~s instrunonta.l 
in securing the press stn.tor.10nt from the seventeen Sena.tors. .Ar;10ng othor 
thincs, a. Group oft ·only youn,; non is boin£ orgn.nized in ~·fo.shin6ton to do 
corto.in Y.ork; Christian friends of Pa.lcstino a.re boin~ ore;nniz~d; sovorn.l Sena.­
tors ha.vc expressed their willin[_.'"lloss to a.ct as u sort cf uncflicin.l cor.u:iittoo; 
n.n effort is nlso boinc no.do to organize tho Jewish ConGrcssnon. Contacts are 
beins ma.do slowly. Also~ rosoo.rch V\Qrk is bcine done on old Christian pro­
posn.ls for a. Jewish Stato in Pa.lcstino, a.s fo.r back n.s the 18th Century. A 
Bulletin is w be issuod for tho Sona.tors und Concrussraon o.nd for sovora.l thou­
sand Christians throu6hout tho country. 

JEVlI $ N~TIONJ.L FUND PURCHl~SE -- LO.AN : 

Dr• Isra.01 Gol<lstoin reported on tho purch~sc of o. large truct of 
la.nd in Upper Gulilo0, of ubout 98,000 dunams , by tho Kcrun Knyomoth Lo' 
Isra.ol. This purch;1sc \'!uuld involve o.n cxpondituro of a.pproximatoly two und 
ono-hn.lf million dollars. Tl o Jowish Uutiono.l Fund of l.morica ha.s therefore 
undort.:ucon to r uiso a. loun of one million dollars, on tho follovrlng bo.sis; Tho 
loo.n is to run for o. porioC: of fivo -yo rs, to bo runnortizod n.t tho ruto of 2()% 
every y00.r, tho interest ruto to bo 4%, tho po.ymcnt of tho intorost and prin­
cipo.1 t~• be fiUUra.ntood by _tho income of tho Jmvish No.tiono.l Fund of .Araorico._ 
Inc. In order not to conflict vlith tho United Jewish ~~ppoal, an effort will 
be rondo to ro.isc this loo.n quietly ond without n.ny publicity, n.na among pooplo 
in the various communitios who will respond quickly. Debonturos or notes will 
be issued to tho subscribers us soon a.s the CoiJoittoc in chargo conplctos tho 
necessary dcto.ils in connection with this loa.n. Dr. Goldstein reported that 
brat ify ing prot;ross ha.d thus fa.r boon ru::tdo in securinr; subs er i ors to tho loam.. 

PAlESTilIB PAVILION: 

~. Vfoisgo.l culled o.ttcntion to the urf;ont need for an additionul 
175,000 in order to complete the Po.lestino Pa.vilion in ti:mo for tho 011oning 
of tho New York Y~rld 's Fuir un April 30, 1939. 

Docidod to send a. tolograr.i ovor tho signatures of Dr. ·,-iiso, Dr. 
Goldstein o.nd Dr. Goldmlln. calling an emergency ITDotinr 0f tho loo.dcrs of tho 
U.P.A •• J.H.F., Koron Hayosod, z.o.A., Ho.do.ssah, Mizro.chi and Pea.lo Zion, for 
tho purpose of considorinc wmthor tho Po.lostinc Po.vilion project bo ubnndonod, 
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or whothor the necessary f wds can be so cured for its conplotion in t inc for 
tho oponill(; of the ~"forld 's Fa.ir. 

EDUC~ ION DEPARTMENT REroRT: 

It vms decided, in vi.0Y1 of the la.toness of tho h our anc. tre ubsoncc of 
some of tho critics of tho pr osont Education Dcpurtmcnt, to postpone tho re­
port and discussion on -this Dopo.rtnont until a subsequent mooting of tho 
Executive• 

RESOLUTIOU CF GRATITUDE TO l~SHE EMET: 

Tho folla~inb resolution v.o.s movod by Rabbi Brickner, ~ocondod, and 
ununir.lously co.rriod : 

THAT tho Executive of the z.o . .A. fools that tho Congregation 
of uhich Dr. Solomon Gc ldman is tho Rabbi has done a. I!l!lgni• 
ficont thin!; o.nd r cndcrod a groat service to Jewry by relea s­
ing him for c.. consic.ora.blo t :imc in or der to oroblo him to 
gi vc his c omploto time to the 1· r k of tho Zionist Org:::miza.­
tion and tho Zionist movement; tha.t a.n upproprint o resolution 
of Otn" approciution co sent to the Boa.rd of the Concr0Gation 
.Ansho Emet for -their generous nnd unique net. 

Rubbi Isra.cl Goldstein, Rabbi Irvine ~.iillor ruitl Dr. J.,, H. Frio land 
woro name d a Commi ttcc to drnft the Rosolut ion. 

SECRETJJtY•S REFORT: 

The Socrotary rcporte that n lottcris Goin to t ho Districts over 
Dr. Goldman's sir n turc inforninL tl on tlnt the weeks o f llo.rch 15 to April 
23 a.re to bo dovotcd to a.n intensifioa.tion of Momborship work. On April 23, 
v.hich hns been dcsic;natod "Initintion Duy", r.1cotillf;S will be hold in tho 
various cor.ununitios t G initia.to tho novr monbors cnrollccl. Since October 1# 
1938, 12,747 now members hnvo boon cnro llod in tho orga nization, mo.kin{; tho 
mombcrship as oft his do.y 41,746. f s of Febru...'U'y 6,1939, $78,988 in member­
ship duos was recoi voJ, a.s a. ea.inst $44,044 r ccoi vo, last your for tho sa.mo 
period. 

MootinG a.dj ournoc at 11 :30 P,11. 

Rospcctfully sut mittod, 

U)RRI S }::\ RG ULIES 
Secretary 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF Z.O.A, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE, HELD 
SONDAY.1.-~_CH 19 1 1939, 10:30 A.l~T THE HO_T~ 

ASTOR, :SRQAD\'l.lY & 44th STIDiEr,. ll!W YORK CITY. 

PRESENT: Messrs. Samuel Berman, Herman w. Bernstein, Samuel Berson, S. W. 
Boorstein, Samu.el J. Borowsky, .A.. D. Braham, Israel S. Chipkin, Abraham H. 
Cohen, Sol Cohen, Charles .A.. Cowen, Abraham DJ.bin, Harry P. Fierst, Jacob 
Fishman, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, .A.braham GoocL.-aan, F.arry Grayer, Morris 
Greenberg, Isidore .A.. F.assin, Jacob Ish-Xishor, A. K. Israeli, Sann.iel Juden­
freund, Samuel Xa.narvogel~Abraharn Krumbein, Meyer Lovy, Louis Lipsky, Boris 
Margolin, S. Margoshes, Morris Ua.rgulies, Morris Miller, Harry J. Moskowitz, 
Sa.mu.el J. Perry, Harry Proj~ctor, Charles Ross, Mo~om Rib~low, Bernard G. 
Richards, Judge Morris Rothenberg, SE\IIIUel J. Rothstein, Uosos Rl.binson, 
Jochanon l, Rudavsky, Jnoob I. Schaffer, .Albert D. Schpnzer, Joseph J. 
Schickler, Samu.el Schleimer, Willinm I. Siegel, Jacob Sincoff, Abe Sindcll, 
.1braham Spicehandler, Joshua Sprayragen, t~·nthnn Swe~dler, Robert Szold, 
Sigmund Thau, Ben-Dov Waldman, Morris Weinberg, Meyor W. Weisgnl, Jospeh 
Weiss, Leo Wilson, Dr. Stephen S. Wisc, Leo Uolfaon~ Dr. Abraham Ball, 
Dr. Ilie Berger, Isadore Brealau, Dr. Frances Burnce, Jacob Co~en, Morris 
Drob, B. Eisenstein, A. x. Epstein, Benjrun~n F. ~vnrts, David Frnnkel, Daniel 
Frisch, Jacob Ginsburg, Dr. Solomon Goldroa..-i, Abram Grt1nowit~, Charles Green­
berg, Joseph Halbert, Isidore Hershfield, Jacob B. Hoff?Wn, Joseph Kreemer, 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Morris Mnllove, Max .rigrosh, Hnrry .A,. Pine, 
M. Robbins, Leon H. Rose, Henry Rosenbaum, Charles Ros0nga~ton, Benjamin 
Schultz, Judge Jacob Schwolsky, Sauls. Spiro, Harry z. Zwelling. 

Excu.ses for Non-Attendance were received from ?Jessrs . .Abra.ham Goldberg, 
Rnbbi Israel H. Levinthal, Eleazer Lipsky, Judge Julian w. Ma.ck, Leon So.vage, 
I. A. Abrobams, Benjamin Arenstcin, Ralph Bass, Charles M. Bender, David 
:Serenatein, Morton M. Berman, Maurice J. Bloom, Bernett R. Brickner, Jesse 
!. Calmenaon, Lawrence W. Crohn, Azriel L. ~isenborg, Judge Henry Ellenbogen, 
Harry H. Frankel, Paul Gaiser, Henry R. Goldberger, Sol Goldman, Robert M. 
Hess, Edward L. Israel, Sidney Jaffe, Willian M. Kntz, Gustave nnusner, 
Max I. Kohnnon, Samuel Xranzberg, I. A;cher Levin, Moses w. Levinson-Lavi, 
M. B. Lichtenstein, Eldar Markson, Charles Mishkin, David Polish, Benjrunin 
Rabalsky, Jacob RAbinouitz, Joseph Reder, .Aaron Riche, Srun She.nkman, Simon 
~etzer, Albert U. Shulman, Alexanders. Wolf. 

The meeting was called to order at 10:45 l\.M., with Dr. Solomon 
Goldman in the Chair. 

SECRETARY'§ ;gPORT: 

The Chairman called upon Mr. Margulies who submitted the following 
report: 

N~twithstanding the very grnve events for the Zionist movonent 
that have tro.napired since the last meeting of the .Ad.ministrative Connittee, 
which have exerted a great strain on tho Organization, the Executive has 
met regu.larly in accordance with the schedule dravm up at the beginning of 



• 

j.. C. lAinutos - 3/19/39 - -2-

the current fiscal year. Since the lnst session of the .ldrninistrativo 

Committee, the Executive held four meetings. 

, • The first of these took plnce on Decor.iber 21, nt which Mr. Lipsky 

reported on the political situation. He referred to the Movenent launched 

in London and Palestine to urge the World Executive not to participate in 

the London Conference, as a result of the refusal by the ~ritish Govornment 

to pernit tho entrance of 10,000 refugee children into Palestine. 

The Secretary reported that as of Doce~bor, the incor.le for nonber­

ship dues nnounted to $35,000~ as against $17,000. on the corresponding date 

the previous year. He further rcnorted three no~ Regions were in the pro­

cess of fornation - the Southern Region, embracing ilabor.ia., Georgia and 

Tennessee, the Minnesota-Io~a Region, and the Upper Ohio-Michigan Region. 

Ho also stated that the Goldnan Adr.linistrative J\llld had thus far received 

$16,843 in pledges, of which $9,561 had already been collected. Practi -

cnlly all of this Money had come fron New York. 

Rabbi Jamos G. Heller, as Chaiman of the Reorge.nization Comitteo, 

stated that his Cornr.1ittee bad arrived at the follo~ing conclusions: 

1) To set up a joint body enbrncing the Z.O.A., the U.P.A., and the J.N.F. 
to avoid overlapping and duplication of effort, particularly in the fiold 

of propaganda throughout the country. 

2) To first introduce the innovation suggested above as an experinent in one 

of the Regions where the above-naned three orgnnizations will work jointly 

~1th regard to fund-raising, propaganda, orgonization, otc. 

3) To prevail upon the U.P.A., and J.N.F. to take over the Palestine Da­

partment. 

4) To renovc the Z.O.A. National Office to Washington, D. C. (since thon 

tho .A.nerican Zionist 3ureau ho.s boen established in Washington, uith Rabbi 

Isadore Breslau ns Director.) 

5) To establish a Greater Non York Zionist Region at the earliest possible 

mor.ient. 

6) To initiate a study of the personnel of the Zionist Office. 

7) To send to London an ~ricf\.Il eMissary who shall represent the .Ar.ierican 

point of view o.nd convey infolT.lation to the Z.O.A. on events in London. 

8) To intensify Zionist effort throughout the country by the Organizntion 

of Regions and the decentralization of Zionist work. 

The Reorganization C~r.nittee proposed that for the present these 

suggestions be referred to three cornr.iitteee • 

.6,a.~esult ion of mourning was passed on the doath of \7illiam B. Leaf 

of Philadelphia, a life-long Zionist who had rendered ieyortant service to 

the movement. 
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The noxt neeting took place on January 11, at uhich a detniled dis­
cussion arose on the need for the development of a centralized systen of 
Regions, with appropriate machinery to build up a la.~ge membership. Mr. 
Ress was asked by the President to nsS'llI!l.e, in cooperation with the Secretary 
the task of dividing the country into Regions, it being understood thnt for 
a Region to :function effectively it would have to have the use of nt least 
one paid field norker. 

The Secretary reported that during the period under revieTT, that is, 
aince tho beginning of the current Zionist fiscal year, the National Office 
had arranged for 156 meotinge in 101 Districts, located in 22 States. These 
I!10.etinga had been add.reaae~ by over 30 speakers supplied by the National 
Office. The Secretary made the point that this did not represent a report 
of all the ~eetings held by all of the Districts within this period. These 
were meetings ~hich uere either initiated by the Nationo.l Office, or ~or 
which the National Office had supplied speokers. 

He further reported that thus far some $40,000 had been received in 
membership dues, and that the membership nu:"lbcred e.pproximtely 37,000. ~e 
membership income for the po.et seven months amounted to $101,764, and that 
for this period there hnd been a surplus of inco~o ovor oxponse of $7,318. 

Mr. Rocker, ae Chaimnn of tho Finance Cor.:imittoe, subr1itted a det£1:iled 
report o~ the finances of the Organization. indicatit¥; that the expenses for 
tho past seven ~ontha, pro-rated according to the various depart□ents, ho.cl 
exceeded the proposed budget by $10,727. 

Attention was called to the presence in this country of Sir Ronald 
Storrs and the nature of the speeches he ~as delivering. A comittee was 
nruned to confer with him regarding the reaction that his speeches called 
forth among his American audiences. 

Dr. Wise, Mr. Lipalcy' and Dr. Goldr.lan were named as a c0Mr.1itteo with 
iu.11 power to select the delegation that was to reprosent the Z.O.A. at the 
!,ondon Conferences. 

A lengthy discussion ensuod concerning the advisablity of the con­
tinuance of Dos ?!Miehe Folk. It was felt by nost of those present that 
the paper does not adequately serve the needs of the Organization, and that 
the ooney utilized for publishing tho paper could be spent much more ~ene­
ficially for the printing of pamphlets in Yiddish and the iss~"\Ilce of a 
Year Book in Yiddish, It was therefore decided to give earnest consideration 
to the advisability of suspending for a period of time the publication et 
Doe Yiddishe Folk. 

It was also decided that a cotT.littee be named to study the possibility 
of changing the present format of The New Palestine, as well as instituting 
certain reforms in the paper that will cake The New Palestine more attrac-
tive in appoarance. 

An Editorial Committee was naned by the President to rend and pass 
upon nll material made available and prepared for p.1.blieation by the Depart­
ment of FA.ucation. 
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1'he Executive also discussed the need for enlarging the Palestine 
Bureau, ao as to have that Buroau includo among its activities the promotion 
of Tozercth Ha-arotz, land investments, tourism, and the ostablishmont of a 
Palestine Chamber of Conmerce. It was decinod that an offort bo mn.do to securo 
the cooperation of Hnda.ssah, the Poale Zion, Mizrachi, as vrnll a.s the Ke~ 
Hayesod and J.N.F., in supplying tho funds for the maintcn~cc of such an en­
larged Bureau. 

This meeting of the Executive had the benefit of the presence of Mr. 
David Ben Gurion, who addressed the rneoting with rognrd to his mission to 
this country. Mr. Ben Gurion took nccnsion at the close of hia addross to 
point out that the woaknoss of tho Zionist movomont in America is primarily duo 
to two things: first, disunity among organized Zionists in America, and 
secondly, tho fact that we have divorced the Zionist Orga.nizo.tion from tm 
important and practical task of fund-raising • 

...... _ -- ___ .... 

Tho third mooting was held on Fcbrunry 8. At the opening -of .the meet­
ing Dr. Goldman reported tho sad nows that tho Zionist movc~cnt in .America 
had sufforod a groat loss in the pnssing of the Chairmc..1.n of the .ldministrative 
Committee, :Udge William M. Lowis. Rabbi I. H. Levinthnl, as n former Phila­
delphian, spoke in tribute to Judge Lowis • .A. resolution of sympathy with 
the bereaved family was ndopted.. 

Mr. Ross reported that several method of Regional sot-up ha.d bem 
considerod, and that tho conclusion was reached that Stato lines should oo 
disregarded, and that instoad, certain dofinite koy citios be soloctod, around 
which Regions might be built up. Howevor, this being only a tentA.tivo rq> ort, 
Dr. Goldman asked Mr. Ross to give f'urthor consideration to tho problem and 
at nn oarly do.to to submit a writton report .. 

Tho Presi~.o;:it asked tho Exccutivo to give him authority to work cut 
a Memoranduo providing for the dopartmontalization of tho National Offico. 
Tho authority was votod. 

Mr. Lipsky called t .he attention of tho Exocutivo to the f~ct that vari­
ous important Goneral Zionist undortnkings in Palostino wore suffering because 
of lnck of funds. The Executive thereupon npproved tho application to the 
Keren Hayeaod and tho Jewish National Fund for nn appropriation out of thG in­
come of the U.P.A. of 1939 of not less than $75,000, to bo utilized by tho 
Z.O.A. for activitios in Palestino which wero to be approved by the Exocutivo 
and this approval forwarded to Palostino. 

_ ... __ .. ___ --------

The last meeting of tho Executive was held on March 8, at which Dr. 
Goldman suggestod that tho March 17 issuo of 'l't~o New Palestine, Dos Yiddi&he 
Folk, and Hadoar bo dodicatod to Professor Albert Einstein on tho occasim 
of his 60th birthday. Tho Executive also votod that a proper rosolution be 
drawn up to be presented to Professor Einstein on behalf of the Z.O.A., md 
that this resolution be given publicity in our neuspnpors, as uoll ns in the 
general press. 



A.C. r.inutes -- 3/19/39 --- -5-

By rcsolvtion it was decided that a cablo of condolence be sent 

to tho femily of the lnto Dr. ~osos Oa.stor. 

Tho ?Tu.~ttor of our next Annun.l Convention was considorcd. A numbor 

of the members felt that it would be in tho bost intcrost of an orderly 

nnd business-like C0nvontion that t1c sessions bo nold olscwhcro thnn New 

York City. Roucvor, it nas ~ointed out tho resolution adopted nt the 

Detroit Convention, precluded the holding of tho noxt Convention outside 

of New York City. 

The President was empowered to name a Convention Committee to mruco 

a study of tho Zionist scene and prepare nppropriRte resolution to be sub-

mitted to tho Convention. 

In pursuance of the rosolution adopted at tho ?rovious mooting of tho 

hocutivo, tho Prosidcnt sub~ittod a cornprchonsivc Mooiorandum on ho1 tho 

dopnrt~ontalization of the z.o.A. ~ay be effoctod. Dr. Goldnan suggested 

17 departments, to bo dividod undor 3 major suporvising units: I. Adnini­

strntivo; II. Culturnl; III. Public Relations. Tho i1!1plo~cntation of 

Dr. Goldrlan1 s planned ,rogrru!l will require n budget of fro~ $225,000 to 

$240,000. 

The discussion which ensued brought out tho fact that thoro were 

ample sources of inco~o to cover this budget. Practically everyone ~ho 

toolc the floor in the discussion was not only in ogreo~ont with tho pro­

pose.ls :!'.ndo by Dr. Gold..'!18.Il, but expressed hoarty approval. The llcnorandurn 

ns sub~itted by Dr. Goldna...~ was adopted in principle. Tho Execuiivo docided 

that in tho bost intorost of carrying out the 1)roposals mado by r. GoldoN'l, 

tho budgot be m..~do elastic, and that the proposals mo.do bo il:lplooontod. ns 

funds aro made nvnilnblo. Dr. Goldr.ln.n was ornponorcd to name all nocossnry 

committoos in connoction with giving offoct to t~1c !)la"1 proposed. As e. 

first stop it was decided that in consultation with tho several youth groups 

and t~o Financo CoTEittoo, a Youth Dcpart~ont bo established with a Director 

in charge. 

It uns also docidod tfil\.t tho Finance Cor.nittoo and the Office Com­

mittee be directed tu look into t20 question of finding now nnd adoquato 

prornisos to '7hich tho National Offices arc to bo novod. 

Wit:-i regard to changing the fornat of Tho Nan PP.lestine a.s suggosted 

at a previous 1:1ooting of tho Executive, a sample copy wn.s subnittcd by Ur. 

Samuel Caplan, consisting of 24 pages on glossy pnpor, size 8 3/4 x 11 3/4 

inches. This change, ho over, would involve an additio~nl cost of $23,000. 

Tho consensus of opinion of tho Con~ittoe uas that this cost tna.co such 

chMge prohibitive. The Coomittoo in c:ia.rgo was asked to give tho matter 

further study. 

The Pro sidcnt acquainted tho Executive with tho latest inforno.tion 

ho .-~ad reccivod fro□ London, in connoction wit 1 tho London Co::1fcronco, and 

vri th t!'o ~ct ion ta!:en by us upon !\d vices rocoi vci fron London. For tho t 1.Me 

being, the uor't here uas primarily confined to t~o socu.ring of e.o.blogrnns 

to bo dispatched to London. Sor.io such 3,000 Cf\blogrruns havo boon sont. 
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Dr. Goldstein informed the Committee of the purchase by the Jewish 
National Fund of a l~rge tact of land in Upper Galileo. This purchase would 
involve an expenditure of approximately tTTo ruid one-half million doll~rs • .An 
action has boon stnrted in this country to secure a million dollars in tho 
form of a loan, which lorui is to bo liquidated during tho poriod of fivo years 
and is to bear interest nt the rate of 4~, t~o interest and principal to be 
guaranteed by t.e incomo of the Jowish National Fund of ~erica. Dr. Goldstein 
stntcd that the oxact form of the loan has not n.s yet bccnuorked out. Whether 
it will be in the form of debentures or notes, will be decidod upon in the 
courso of tho noxt fow days. Dr. Goldstein further reported th~t nlroady 
gratifying progross has boon made in securing subscribers to t~o loan. At a 
mooting held on tho prccoding day convened by Dr. Goldmn.n Rnd Dr. Goldstein, 
tho sum of ovor $200,000 had boon subscribod. 

On a motion na.do by Rabbi Barnett R. Bri~knor, tho Exoc~tive unanimous­
ly voted to expreea its ~00pfolt appreciation and gr2titude to the Congroga­
tion A.nshe !met of Chicago in granting a leave of ~bsence to Dr. Solo~on 
Goldman, our President, in order to make it possible for him to devote himself 
entirely and exclusively to his Zionist dutios. It rms ?Ointcd out that the 
action of tho Board of the Congregation Ansho :Er.let Pas u_~iquo in the nnnals 
of Ar!lorican Congrcgntional lifo. 

The Secretnry statod th~t the z.O.A. mo~borship now numbered 41,743 
and that the incomo from membership duos runounted to $78,988, as against 
$44,044 for the same period last year. 

Mr. Meyer W. Woisgal, on bchn.lf of th Palestine Pavilion, statod 
that unless $75,000 was ma.de irrmediately available, tho Palestine Pavilion 
will not opon as sc:1cdulod on April 30, r,hon tho now York World 1 s Fn.ir opens. 
As a ~sttor of fnct, unloss moans were found for providing the sum nocossnry 
the uholo project mey hnvo to bo abandoned. In viow of tho urgency of the 
situation, it was decided that, over t:1e signatures of Dr. Wisc, Dr. Goldstein, 
and Dr. Gold-onn ~n omorgency meeting be ir.nediatcly convened of tho loaders 
of t:1e Z.O . .l., Hadassah, Mizrachi, Poalo Zion, and Keron !-!ayesod and Koren 
Kayomoth. 

Finally, I submit herewith t~.10 following sUim!lA.ry in connection with 
tho oanborship as of March 15: The z.o,A-, oxclusivo of its affiliates, had 
as of that day a me~berS'lip onrollmont of 42,666. ThiB incl~es 13,667 new 
me~bors. The membership inco~c we hn.vc rocoivod as of tho sane dny ru:iountod 
to $82,983, as against f 49,343 last yenr ns of tho samo day. In fact, last 
yoar 1s income was only $48,043, for tbe lnrgcr figure includes $1301 rocoived 
from tho Order Sons of Zion, which t1us far this yonr has not ma.do any romittanco. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORRIS ll.ARGULIES 
Secretary 

The Socrotary supplemented his written rc,ort,, stating that 1!.arch 
15th to ~pril 23rd had boon dosign~ted as Menborship Month. Ho doubtod ·u~:othor 

very r.ru.ch could b~ done for Z.O.A. membership after April 23, first, bocnuso 
by that tir.ie tho United ti~ Appeal will ha.vo boon launched throughout the 
country and Zionists will bocallod upon to rendor ovory possible sorvice to 
tho Campaign; and secondly, this being a Congress year, Zionists uill havo to 
cooperate in the salo of Shekolim and prepo.re for the Election. Mr. /.ergulios 
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cnllod attention to the now membership circul~r which will be sont to tho 

Districts throug~out the country, either in bulk, or mailed direct from the 

Nntionnl Offico to tho individual members, in nccordanco r; it:1 the wishes of 

the District lenders. !n concluding his report, Mr. Margulies oxprossod tho 

hope nnd belief tbnt the z.o.A. momborship will nu~ber botweon 50,000 n.nd 

55,0000 by t~c ti.mo of tho Convontion. 

--------------

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE WILLIAM M, LEWIS: 

Tho Chnirman s,okc of the great loss sust~incd in tho death of Judge 

WilliaT .!:. Lo'7is, lat,o Chairman of tho Z,O.A • .Adoinistrntivc Comrnittoo. Ho 

cnllcd upon Judge 1/0rr:.s Rothenberg to spoa.k in eulogy of Judgo Lowis. 

Judge Rot 1cri:)crg spoko as follows, uhilc those prosont stood in silent 

tribute: 

"It is wit::. d.ocp sorrow that I report the u."'ltimoly den.th 0 f our 

friend, co-uorkor, and loader, the Cha.irn~n of this body, Judge ~illiam 

M. LcTTis, In t :10 offort to onlist tho support of t .. : o .Arnoricnn Jewish 

Co!!1I!lU!lity for t~e Zionist cause in the eventful perio since the utter­

ance of the Balfour Declaration, many .Amoricnn Jows ployed a lending 

vart • .In tho forefront of the leaders uho thus distinguished thnmsoivos 

nnd v,ho r.13.de n. lust .ing contribution to the a~van~e of Zionist id en.ls, 

\7as Willinm M. Lew~s. During tho years of his nctivity, he occupied 

mL"lY irnportnnt post s within the Zionist mov<r.16nt~ Ro scrvod as Vico­

Presidcnt of the Zionist Organization of jrnerica: nnd at one ti.mo was 

its acting ~resident. He was National Chai:rr.u.tn of the United Palestine 

Appeal, co-~airman of tho Palestine Foundntion Fund (Koren Hayosod) and 

at tho tir.lc of his doa.th ho wns the Chnirmti.n of tho Nntionn.l Administrr.­

tivo Committee of tho Zionist OrgRnization of Jmerica. He sorvod as n 

delegate to many Zionist Congresses. In his leisure from judicial du-

t ios in tho Court of w:':lic:1 was a distinguished and rospoctcd Judge, 

Judgo Louis travellod oxtonsivoly throughout tho Unitod S tntos, visit­

ing Jowish centers lnrgo and small, and in his labors ho brought to 

bear a genuine eloquence and a strikingly genial personality that won 

oa.ny friends for Pelostino and countloss ndmirors for tho loyalty and 

the devotion with which he gnvo himsolf to tho cause thnt was nearest 

to his heart, tho upbuilding of a nou, free and creativo life for his 

Poople. His untiring efforts ~ore instrumental in sccurins large sums 

of money for tho Karen Ha.yesod, for tho Jowish National Fund nnd for all 

the constituent parties of tho United Palestine Appoal, tho Alliod Jew­

ish Ca-rtpaign and the Unit od Jowish Cmnpaign. He did nuch to enlar0 0 

the momborship and to enhance t~o prestige of the Zionist Organization 

of .An.orica. He served many othor Jowish institutions nnd ho r1as a 

pillar of strength as a citizen and as a Jo,1 in his own community in 

Philadelphia where he was a loader in evory civic and comnunnl under­

taking of importnnca. His friendliness ondonred him as a comrndo uith 

who□ it was a source of deep satisfaction to bo o.ssocia.tod. I □ovo 

you that thero be inscribed upon the rocords of this ~coting n rninute 

of our profound sorrow at tho death of Willi3r.1 M. Lowis and of affec­

tionate tribute and respect to his nemory, and furtlor, that a copy 

thoroof, together with our condolonces, bu forwnrdod to tho frun.ily 

of the lato Willirun M. Lowis." 
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NOMINATION OF CHAIRMA."I OF ADMINI§TRATIVE CO/MITTD: 

»efore calling for the nomination of a Chairman of the .Administrative 
Committee, Dr. Goldman spoke of the tradition emanating from Judaism and ac­
cepted by the whole world, that the report of the death of a leader is in­
stantly followed by tho naming of a successor. It is not surprising that 
such a tradition should ha.vo come from our Pooplo, ho said, because our 
Peoplo do not accept trials as dofoats, and sorrow as cessntion of droaming 
and thinking and going on. 

Mr. Jacob~. Hoffmc.-:m of Philadolphin nominated Judge Louis E. Lovintha.l, 
a follow-Philadolphin.~,whoso Zionist activity hns covered every phaso of the 
movement. 

The nomination w::i.s soconded o.nd the nominations were closed. 

Judge Lovinthnl was unanimously oloctod as Chairman of the Administra­
tive Committee of the Zionist Organization of .America. 

Dr. Goldman called upon Judge Levinthal to come to th0 Chnir. 

JUDGE LOUISE. LEVINTHAL; 

"It is with mixod emotions that I accept this vory distinguished office, 
the Chairmanship of tho National .Administrative Committee of thr, Zionist Or­
ganization of America. I say mixed emotions, as there is tho koon appreciation 
of tho honor implied in your action this morning. There is the sadness, tho 
gonuino sadnoss, because of the tragic loss which we Zionists havo sustnined, 
which IDc~de it nocossary for us to fill the vacancy in tho office of Chairm._-m of 
this Comrnittco. Thon, thero is also the emotion of gladness thnt I havo an 
opportunity, I hope, to render groator service to tho Zionist movement. I hopo 
it is not necessary for mo to introduce myself to my fellow-Zionists. As 
long as I can remember I havo boon attending Zionist mootings. Y~ earliest 
recollect ions goos back to one of tho Convent ions of the Federation of i\rnorican 
Zionists 1n Philadelphia, whon I was younger than soven years, a.nd my dear 
father had tho honor to bo olocted vicc-Presidont of tho Federation of American 
Zionists, and Dr. Richard Gottheil, President. So that I am not a strnngor to 
Zionism and I am not a stranger to Zionists, I nm sure, and I hope that you 
will consider mo one who is going to try to prove wortey of tho groat honor 
that you havo paid me. I do not liko to speak of ~ility, but I do want you 
to know that I do havo a profound sonso of humility in assuming to bo the suc­
cessor of Judgo Lewis. Judgo Lowis meant n groat doal to all Amorican Zionists, 
but he moant much moro to us in Philo.dolphia. He was not only our dovotod 
leador; he was also our warm nnd dovotod friend • .And all of you who know him 
intimately lmow uhat a fino personality was his. Judge Rothenberg spoke at 
a memorial meoting hold in Philadelphia on MA.rch 9, shortly aftor the oxpirn­
tion of the Schloshim, and he paid a beautiful tribute on bohalf of tho Zion­
ist Organization tJf Jmaricn. I only hope that I cnn to somo slight dogroe 
measure up to tho great responsibility which is now mino, as his succossor." 

DISCUSSION ON SECRETARY'S REPORI': 

Mr. Daniel Frisch of Indianapolis urged thnt the reorganization program 
bo implomonted very soon. He exprossod tho viow that the increase in momborship 
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this year is tho rosult of nogntivo conditions in tho Jewish world, -ind that 

tnose mrobors must be educnted to a fuller apprcci~tion of Zionist values in 

Jo"ish life, if their interest Rnd support is to bo continued. I~ the ~nt-

tcr of dolcgntcs to t~o Zionist Congress, Mr. Frisch, sug~cstad that dclogatos 

be n~od from cities other than No . York, in order th.'l.t tho cou."ltr r a.t lnrge 

nm.y feel thnt it is being adequately represented. Mr. Frisch nlso uiuhed 

to know what action ~as taken at the emergency neeting called in connection 

with tho Pnlcstino Pavilion. 

Dr. GoldmRn stnted t~~t tho Palostino Pavilion will be finished n.nd 

O?oned on t irno. Wi tJ"! regnrd to tho oloct ion 0f dwlcigates to tho Congress, 

ho suggested that Mr. Friscr. submit definite proposals as to how pQople in 

various cities ~ay be included ~ong the delegates. Wit~ re6 ~rd to ~~~lo­

monting the roorgnnization progrnm, Dr. Gold.man reported that progress is 

boing ma.do in ccrt~in directions& As a. result of our deliberations wo lk~vo 

established tho Jmericnn Zionist Bureau in Washington, D. c., t~e budget for 

u_~ich wn.s raised outsido of tho z.o . .A.. Considerable suns • ,ere also r'lisod 

in October and November for the omorgoncy situntion. rro arc slowly develop­

ing sources of incot:1e. Th.a Zionist Organiz, tions and )~rties hnve boon 

working together on public relations. almost since October. The .Arnorican 

Zionist Bureau in Washington is not n bureau of tho z.O.\. alonu, but of all 

the Zionist partios and organizations. The Buro~u r.as nbout $14,000 ~hich 

wns secured from one source or another. Rognrding cultural work, Dr. Goldman 

believed that the londorship of Hadnssah nnd of tho Z.O.A. rust cone to realize 

that it is only by uniting tho cultural ~ork of both organizntions thn.t our 

purposes car.. bo ac~ ioved. As for sources of incor o, we hope t~nt tho 50,000 

members 1:·ill givo us about $125,000; wo expoct tho UP.A. to continua to con­

tribute; we hope to roach an ~"Toomont with Hndnss:ili \7hcroby Hndassn.h would 

be S?ending some $20,000 on tho Washin6ton :Bureau and on n combined ~ropoganda 

progr runong Zionists of jmorica. 

Mr. Richards felt tlint the mombors of tho J.dminis trntivo Corrcittee 

arc not sufficiontly acquainted with tho activities of tho z.o.A. Exocutivo 

a.nd suggostod thnt a s'\lnr.l.~ry of tho minutes of tho Executive bo sont regu­

larly to tho ~ombors of tho .Administrativo Co!!Ullittoo. Mr. Richards was 

opposod to holing tho Convontion in Now York City during tho World's Fair, 

for ho nnticipatod a noisy and dOM.onstrative Zionist Convention, with vory 

littlo thinking and conoidcrod planning. He suggested that tho Executive 

reconsider the quostion of holding tho Convention in-!lew York Oit7. 

Mr. Spicehandler mn.do the following notions: (1) th~t the .Administra­

tive Co., .itteo noot regularly every month botrroen non ~d t!1c Convention. 

Tho motion was lost. (2) that evory 2,000 Shekel pnyers oloct thoir own 

candidntc; (3) that the Chairman appoint a Cocrnittoo on Congress Platfonn 

to proparo at once a platform to which tho candidatos could subscribe. Mr. 

Spicohandler further suggostod that tho country bo divided into Congressional 

Districts ~.nd that the candidates bo elected locally in thoir own District9, 

to bo headed by tho ton or twolve national Zionist loaiors on tho z.O,A. 

Ticket. 
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Mr. Margulies ,ointad out that Mr. Sp1oohandlor 1 s suggestion is con­
trn.ry t o the Constitution of the World Zionist Orgnniza.tio::1 1 which cnlls 
for n universal election. He rccnllod thnt three years o the first 
twolvo ntir:tes on the z.O.A, Ticket co~stitutod the whole Arloricnn dologa­
tion. At tho lnst Congress the Z.O,A. h~d 22 delegates; Ha.dassah 18 -- a 
tot~l of 40 delegates for tho Gcnoral Zionist Ticket. That year u~s tho 
first tino since universal oloctions ho.vo beon introduced that tho General 
Zionists in A~oricu cruno first on t~e Ballot. Previously, the Labor Group 
cnne first. Althoug..~ tho Labor Group sold 57,000 Shokolin for tho l3st 
Congress, nnd tho 2.0.~. and RAJ)~SSAH together sold nbout 130,000, tho Labor 
Grat~ had 37 dclcg~tos 8.{;~inst tho 40 dologntos of tho Z,O,A. and Endassah 
coobined. 

Dr. Berger of Providonco ~~ood with Mr, Spiceha.~dler in tho T:lattor 
of local candid~tos. 

With regard to the suggostion to change tho Convontion City, Mr • .A.K. 
Epstein of ~icogo □oved that in view of the fact th~t tho Mninistrativo 
Cornmittoo is an autonomous body, wo rccorrnend to the Executive to find ways 
and ~o~.ns to legally chnngo tho Convention place fro~ Now York to a'1.Y other 
city deeynod suitablo. A discussion onsuod, participated in by .!0ssrs. 
Rothstein, Sc~anzer and Woisgnl. 

Dr. Goldr.nn oxplainod that the r.iattor of ch~nbing the Convention City 
had boon discussed at the last mooting of the Executive and it was a.greed 
that it cn.nnot be dono in vievr of t he Convent i on Resolution. He beliovod, 
however, that it will bo possible to P ... ave n Convention in New York on a very 
hig!:. plane, providod ·t!"'.e progr~ is a good one. Dr. Goldr.mn A.ddod t!,.r-.t it 

is ~1o;ied to extend t .:c Convention this yenr t o four or fivo days. 

After t~c a-"poa.l !!lode by Mr. Woisgnl t :i.a or,; Yorl-: ronain t .... o Convention 
City t~i s year, pnrticulnrly been.use of the si&nificanco of t ho Pnlcstino 
Pavilion at tho World's Fair, 

11...r. Epstein .Iit:drcw ?'\is notion. 

Mr. rrilliam I. Siogol, Chaim~n of the U.S. Cc~tr~l Shokol Bonrd, dwelt 
on tho ir.1porta:1cc of tl:c Shekel Cempnign this yonr. Tho go!ll is ono I!lillion 
Shokoli!1. TLc boor:s r.\Ust be closed on Me.y 25, which loavos a"bout two I:1onths 
in which to sell tl:e nillion Shokolim. Mr. Siogcl .rgod thnt o.11 tho :i.or.::,ors 
conccntra.t e their of forts on the sale of Shokoli:'.l: \·:J~ i ch is (I. very irrri)ortnnt 
p~nse of Zionist activity, as it gives tho Je~s of .~~rica a.n opportunity of 
joining in a mass demonstrntion for work in Erotz Yi srool. 

Dr. Ball suggostod tlo.t vrnys and ~oRns bo discussed to avoid t~c short­
comins s of the last Elect ions, as a. result of which t :10 orga.nizn.tions ,:1th 
the least Shokel-pa¥ors olectod tho lnrgcst number of olc0 atos to tho Con­
gross. 

Ur. Spico'ha.ndler1 s motion 

THAT the Chairman appoint a OoMmitto ,.., 0:1 Congress 
Platform to pro?are at once a platforr:i to TThich the 
candidntos could subscribe-

wn.s una.nir:iously carried. 



C 
0 

p 

• I 

y 

ZIONIST ORGAlili!IOB OF AMERICA 
Hew England Zionist Region 

600 Washington Street 
l3oston, Mass. 

April 3, 1939 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York, B.Y. 

Dean- Rabbi: 

On June 17th and 18th the Bew ~gland Zionist Region 
is to hold its .Annual Convention and there has been 
a unanimous request of the Administrative Committee 
of the Hew ~ngland Zionist Region to extend an in-
rt tation to 7ou to be our guest speaker at the Eanquet 
on Sundq evening, June 18th. 

This is my last year as President of the Region and I 
would consider it an honor to present 7ou as our guest 
speaker. 

I would greatly appreciate hearing from 7ou at your 
earliest convenience. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) RALPH F. :BlSS 
President. 



April 11, 19?9 

r. P. lph F. as, Prcsi ent 
He . ·ngland Zioni t Region 
600 in ton ~tr et 

a f- • 

.. de r r. B ,., s 

I dee;,l~ np recic.te ;u:; r ind • nv : t on 
to a dre ·s the b~n u t of the .e1. ng::nd ~1oni t 
Regio on Sun a. e ing, June 1 •h. I hould 1 ve 
been v hn~ y to acce. t it. I o eve , :·ou :•no , 
Jun a f vori e onth or e din Lnd I v 
quit a number of dinb, lr d a uled on 
t.h ,t unrla • I rnust remain .!.n C to ttend 
to Con reg~tional d ties. 

1th fl.ll good • he , a d . o•Jin to see 
.,·ou .t soei future ti e, I re a.:r: 

V .. r: cordi 11 ur~, 

UIS:EK 



MINUTES OF MEETING OF Z.O.A. EXECUTIVE HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 131 193,, 4 P.M. 

AT THE ASTOR HOTEL, UEW YORK 

PRESENT: Dr.Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), ard ~essrs.A.H.Friedland, Abraham 

Golberg, James G. Heller,Edward L. Israel, Israel H. Levinthal, Louis E.Levinthal, 

Louis Lipsky, Morris Margulies, Irving Miller, Mor~is Rothenberg,William I.Siegel, 

Elihu D.Stone, Robert Szold, Morris Weinberg, Stephen S.Wise. By invitation: 

Meyer W. Weis gal. 

Excuses for non-attendance were received fIT"m Messrs.David Berenstein, Barnett R, 

Brickner, Charl8s A.Cowen, Henry Ellenbogen, Julian W. Mack, Harris J. Levine, 

Charles Ress, A. H.Rosenberg, Simon Shetzer. 

The Chairman called on Mr. Morris Margulies to report. 

Secr etary's Report: 

1) Membership: On arch 31, 1939, the rene wals and new members 

numbered 30,513. Last year's figure for the same period wa s 15,334 ( showing a 

1oot gain this year). In addition, there are 14,237 members who, al t hough they 

have actually not naid their due s during the current fiscal year, cannot ce con­

sidered ao unpaid members because many of them ?aid last year after the month of 

March. The total membership, therefore, as of Harch ~; 1, 1939, is 44, ?50. This 

figure includes 15,751 new me~bers. In previous years, the months of April, May 

and June have been the three best membership months of the year. Mr. 1!iargulies said 

he was certain of a minimum of 45,0<0 paid-up members b.1 the time of the(nnvention. 

The income from membership dues, as of March 31, 1939 was $93,404.60 

as compared with $54,151.50 last year. Actually, itvwas $52,850 last year, because 

the larger figure included $1301.43 receivedf rom th'=' Order Sons of Zion. The money 

from the Order S,ns of Zion has not as yet come in this year. 

Mr. Margulies cal led attentic,,n to the recent membership circular, of 

which 53,820 copies have already been distributed among the 1939 - 1 38 -
1 37 and

1
36 

members located in 414 cities. 

2) Finances: Mr. Margulies reported that at a oeetinq;of the Finance 

Commit tee held on Wednesday, April 12, the financia. statement of the Z.O.A. sub-

mi tted at that meeting showed a bannce sheet defici t,as of March 31, 1939, of 

$15, 15? as against $27,598 for the same period of the previous year. He pointed 

out that the difference ouldrotually 1i ve been greater than $12,000, had not the 

Finance Comnittee at arecent meeting voted to write off an item of $9,294, whir. 

was carried as a furniture and fi~{ture asset, and $1,825 v,hic. ms carried as an 

Accoimt Receiveable due from the Zionist Or 0 anization of c:.icaBO• 

During the ten months fror.1 June 1, 1938 to Larch 31, 1939, th , Z.O.A. 

received from all sources $166,049, as against $152,514 for the t=arne period last 

year. The income was derived from: (a) l'embership (lens Shekolim) $98,927; 

(b) Advertising and Subscriptions $3,853; ( c) United Pal estine Ap~ al $45, 000~ 

( d) Goldman Dinner Fund $14, 38?; and ( e) ?Uscellaneous ~=s, 882. 

For the same period the expenses ere $150, 938 thi year and $131,688 

la t y1:-ar. Abnut $9,000 has been forwarded to the American Zionist Bur eau at Wash­

ington. Subsidies to youth organizations, etc., for the ten-month p eriod total 

$16,875.14. 
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3) The New Pal estine: The total mailinG li st of The New Pale stine 
is 46,000 copies every week, of which 42,449 copi es are sent to the Z.O.A. member­
ship, 500 copies kept in reserve at the Z.O.A. office, and thebtlance is divided 
among Young Judaea, A.vukah, Masada, U.P.A. office, paid subscribers, e rd the ex­
change list. The e xpense of The New Pal estine during the first t en months •.was 

$26,154; an additional $? ,200 will be expended during the cionths of April and May, 
making the t otal expense for the entire year $33,354. The total income of The New 
Palestire for the same period \It' as $34,068.75. This income was derived from paid 
subscriptions $363; net paid advertising $1869; allocationfrom membership dues 
$31,836.75. The New Palestine is therefore actudly self-sustaining. 

4) Dos Yiddisheliblk: The mailing list of Dos Yiddishe Folk is 
3,500, of V1hich 2,303 copies are sent to the Z.O.A. members. For the ten-month 
period (June 1, 1938 - March 31, 1939) thee xpense of the publication was $4,115; 
an additional $900 will be required for April arrl Miu, making a total ecpendi ture 
for the year of $5,015. The income for the first ten months ~as as follows: Paid 
subscriptions $27; paid advertising $100; allocation from membership dues, $1727.25 
-- making a total income of $1,854.25. The expense exceeds the income by $3,160.75. 

Mr. Lipsky comnented favorably on the manner in which the Secretary 
reported on The New Palestine, saying that the report effectively destroys the 
legend that The Uew Palestine was responsible for the deficit of the Z.O.A. $)me 
maintain the1:Blief, he pointed out, that due to the excessive costs of The New Pal­
estine from 1921 to 1930, the&ficit of the Z.O.A. w;:- s created. The fact is, he 
said, that the figures will show that The .l'4ew Palestine at no time exceeded in cost 
what was received by the z.o.A. for the support of Tho Uew Palestine, and if the 
same system had been used in those years that Mr. Mar 6 l i es used inmporting on 
The New Palestine, it would have been found tha t the pub licationms s 1lf-sustaining. 
Whenever The New Palestine published a special i s sue it always receiven a grant 
from some interested party, in some mses tho Keren Hayesod, in others the Jewish 
National Fund, and the money was -out into t : e coor1on pool. Mr. Lipsky felt t ru:~t 
The New Palestine ought to be regarded from the point of viewof subscriptions, ad­
vertising, etc., as indicated in Mr. Yiarguli e s 1 r eport. 

5) Constitution of the Z,0.A,-: 

The Secretary also r P-ported that a revised edi tior~ of the Z.O.A.. 
Constitution, as arlopted at the Dutroi t Conve i.1 tion, had been printed and copi es 
sent to the Chairmen and Secr8taries of Zionist Districts throughout the country. 
Mr. Margulies stated that we are indebted to the □embers of theChnstitutionO:,mmit­
tees for a very important service. The first Cons titution Comr.iittee as ne.rnod by 
Dr.Wise in 1936 com isted of Hon. M. Maldwin Fertig, Chairman, and Messrs. Carl Sher­
man, S.mon ~ifkind,Dr .A.J .Rongy, Leo Wolfsor., and 3unuel Rothstein. The draft of the 
Constitution as prepared by this CoITu~ittee, which had devoted a groot deal of time 
to its labors, as submitted to the l937(hnvention, heln at the Hotel Roosevelt, 
New York. Following this Convention,Dr.Wise appointed Messrs.Charles Ress,Chairman, 
Samuel Rothstein, Sol Cohen, Meyer Levy and Leo Wolfson, as a Committee to study 
the draft drawn up by the original Committee on O:msti tution, together with the amend­
ments and suggestions ma.de by the Convention. The CoIIJDittee as also authorized 
to revise such .Article s and Sections as will be deemed necessary. The result of the 
work of theseO:,mmittees was submitted to the Detroit Convention an~, 1th some 
slight modifications, adopted in the form now published. 
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6) Speakers: In concluding his report, the Secretary stated 
that since the beginning of thepresent fiscal year the Natinal Office has supplien 
speakers for 387 meetings held under the auspices of Zionist Districts located in 
all parts of the country. He read the following letter received from Mr. Pierre 
van Paassen, dated March 26, 1939: 

11Dear Mr. Margulies: 

11 ! want to notify you that I have decided to discontinue my 

official relationship with the Zionist Organjm.tion of America 
as from4>ril 1, 1939. I have been in the service of the z.O.A. 
for a little more tbal a year, and durirg that tine have carried 
out the work which I agreed to do; namely, write a book of propa­
gandistic value for Palestine and lecture at least once a week. 

"This severance of official relations does not, I assure you, 
mean a decline in my faith in the Jewish national cause. I 
merely think I can do more effective work elsewhere. Nor, I 
hope, will my departure in my way change the deep friendship 
and admiration I entertain for you. 

11 Wi th Zion• s Greetings, 
Yours, as ever 
( Signed) PIERrtE VAN PAASSEN" 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT REPORT IEFERRED; 

The Chairmans tated that the Educa tion Department was to have been 
discussed at this mee ting, but Mr. Cowen who could not be present becauseof illness 
had requested that the Education Department be not discussed without him. The mat­
ter was therefore deferred to a subsequent meeting. 

ALIYAH BETH: 

Attentionfflas called to the presence in this country of four or five 
individuals who are soliciting funds for Aliyah Beth. Inquiries have been received 
at the National Office as to whether these activities have the endorsement of the 
z.o . .A.. 

It was the consensus of opinion thlt, having no information in this 
matter, e do not endorse it. 

REPORT ON RULES GOVERNING ELECTION 
OF DELEGATES A..'ID ALTERNATES - BY CHARLES RESS: 

In the absence of Mr. Ress, Rabbi Edward L. Israel read the following 
report prepared by Mr .Charles Ress: 

"At the request of Dr.Goldman I hnve investigated the use of so-called 
proxies in connection with the Annual Conventions of the Z.O.A. I set forth in 
this report a description of the practises which involve the use of proxies and 
certain r ecommendations with respect to !Bid practi sea. 

11 The word proxy is generally applied to one who votos as the agent or 
representative of a principal who has the right to vote but does not desire to ex-
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ercise that right in person. It also refers to the instrument by hich the 
agent's right to vote is evirl.enced or created . .As Elppliec t0 Z.O.A. Conventions, 
a proxy in the usual sense would oe a person appointed by a duly ele cted dele t"::ate 
to vote in his stead. Such procedure is irrepilar ;qnd if practiser\ at all slOt.ld 
be prohibited. I have found, hoTiever, that the "?rord proxy as used in connection 
with Z.O.A. Conventions does not :1avo the usual meanings:>ove set forth. The word 
is used in a special sense \vhich requires e. sol!lewhat c etai led e:xp lanation. It will 
be seen that our attention ner~<ls to be directed to the metl:od by i.vhich clelegates 
and alternates are chosen. Noroolly they are elected by Districts or Societies at 
meetings conveied for that purpose. It is customary, however, that Districts des­
ignate Commi tte~s on Vacancies with authority to fill vacancies caused by r esigna­
tions. Ther1:3 generally is no difficulty created where a Committee on Vacancies 
designates arelegate to fill a vacancy by a proper notice to the national office 
before the Convention opens. But the following practise has raveloped. Just be­
fore the Conve.tion opens or even durin6 the Convention, a District officer or 
delegate purporting to act for tho Cor:lClittee on Vacancies will ,.:i esignate a r.elegate 
to fill a vacancy due to the failure of the elected delegate and alternate to appear 
at the Convention. Such desi5nations e.re also ri,art.e in cases here the Die: trict 
has failed to elect the full nur:iber of delegates to w}'iich it is "ntitled. It is 
of course difficult for the office staff in chnrge of credentials at the Convention 
to deter~ine whether the designation is made by a duly authorized Committee on Va­
cancies, and whether the person ~!10 signs the designation has the authority to do 
so. Consequently, the practise ~Ts been to seat all r. elegates appointed in the 
mani-ier described. Since there is no rule that a clelega.te I!IUst r,e a memb er of 
the District which he represents in r.iany, if not 1,.ost instance s, the person appoint­
ed will be a member of some other District with opin ions v,hich may conflict with 
the policies of his ar1.opted constituency. 

An extension of the a'l)ove procedur e is as f ollmvs: Regional Conferences 
have assumen the right to authorize an officer of t ! Region to desigm t e nele5ates 
for all Districts in the Region which have fail ed to e l e ct or otherwise n e sigra te 
t.:ie iull number of !\ele6ates to which they are entitled. The irregularity of t :11s 
pr oceeding is apparent, but Districts have acquired and permittef~ sintsle indivic.uals 
to d~signa.te large numbers of delegates. It has for many years been customary to 
seat dele gates anpointed in th is ay. 

I ar.i sure I ne ed not comment on the undemocratic nature of the prac­
tises describ ed above and the extent to which they open the door to seri ous abuses. 
Certainly there is little assurance that the opinions and desires of the members of 
the Z.0.A. will b e e~essed by dele~ates hand-picked in this fashion. The abuses 
become very evident ann seriously t etrimenta.l and have given rise to unpleasant 
charges and r ecriminations, a.t Conventions which deal uith controversial policies 
or contested elections. 

It is not difficult to formulate rules and regulations which, if en­
forced, will eliminate the objectionable features of the practises above de scribed. 
Suc.'l rule s and ret$11lations should at the same time brin~ a bout order and 1U1if ormi ty 
in the choice of delegates and al terna.tes to national conventions of the z.o.A. I 
suggest that rule s and re~lations substantially as follows be adopt ed by the Execu­
tive, and if anopted, be submitted to the Administrative Conrnittee for a pproval, as 
rec:pired by Section 8 of Article VIII. of the Constitution. 

I. No p erson shal 1 be granted a credential a.s delegate 
or alternate to Conventions of the Z.O.A. unl~ss 
(a) he has been el ected or d esignated in the manner 
set forth below, and (b) his election or nesigiation 
has been certified to t he nati onal board of election; 



.. 
- 5 -

by ,.ritten certification as set forth below, no later 
than 11 A.M. on the first day of the Convention. 

II. (a) Delegates and alternates of Districts, Societies, 
Caaps of the Order Sons of Zion, and MasanaChapters, 
each of which will for convenience be referred to in 
these regulations as Districts, shall be elected by 
t:he menbers thereof at an election :iich s .. 1all 'Je held 
p-ursuant tor egulations prooulgated by the national 
b()grd of elections. A District may, however, appoint 
a Oorrr.li ttee on Vacancies to fill vacar1cies caused by 
the resignation of delegates or alternates. 

(b) Delegates and alternates of Regions s hfil l)e elected 
at a conference of representatives of all Districts in 
the Region or at a meeting oft he Executive or M□inis­
trati ve Con1ittee of the Region. The Region~ desig­
nate a Committee on Vacancies to fill vacancies ca.used 
by resignations. 

(c) Dolegates and alternates of Particiuating Organizations 
shel 1 be elected as provided in their r es1Jective agreements 
with the Z.O.A. 

III. Certifications of tne election or designation of deleeates 
or alternates shall be subscribed by the President or Vice­
Pres1nent or Secretary of the District, Region, orparticipat­
ing organization or of its Board of Elections or Corrnittoe on 
Vacancies, and shall be accepted only t.t the names of the 
merabers of the Board of Elections or Co:· . 1i t tee on Vacancies 
and the officers thereof shall have "been filed ith the Ha­
tional Board of Elections no later than the dey nex~ preced­
in~ the first cay of the Convention. n 

Discussion on rteport: 

Mr.Ress' report wos discussed at len ,th. 

Mr. Lipsky moved 

THAT all reference to the rir;ht of Districts 
or Re6ions to appoint CoIIrlittees on Vacancies 
be eliminated. 

Ra'obi Heller moved the following anendment: 

THAT henceforth Districts end Re6ions shall 
elect people from their own Districts or Re­
gions to repnsent them at Zionist Conventions. 

Dr. Goldman observed that the Comaittee on Vacancies implied in 
Mr. Lipsky 1s motion is the local Committee on Vacancies, whereas he (Dr.Goldman) 
now wished to eliminate the national CoIEittee on Vacancies, in order to insure 
that dele;;ates to the Convention cannot be named by members of the Convention, or 
by those who are plannin6 or mnking arrangements for the Convention, in the vent 
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that alternates do not come to the Convention to replace the delegates who cannot 
attend. Dr.Goldman pointed out that althoug}1 actually there is no Com.1ittee on 
Vacancies nationally, we ,,,ere acting e. s if there ere one. 

Dr. Gold.man was informed that there never has been a National Com­
mittee on Vacancies . 

motion: 
Mr. Elihµ D. Stone offered the follo'Ping amendment to Mr. Lipsky1 s 

THAT, in the absence at the Convention of a c elegate 
or alternate designated by any District or Rer,ion, no 
substitute or proxy delegate can 'be provided for the 
absentee by anyone. 

Mr. Lipsky said he saw nothing wrong in the Districts (who cmnot 
send delegates to the Convention) having a list of nar.1es of persons who are avail­
able to be elected, and whom they can elect to represent the District if they so 
choose. 

The Chair□an believed that this privilege can be easily a bused. He 
~ecalled that the names on the list published are usually overwhelmingly New York­
ers, in; tead of country-wide. He felt that the representation of lfow Yolk should 
be on the b a.sis of the act,.lal Zio .ist membership in New York, which is only e.bout 
25% of the me1~bership of the Z.O.A. The whole country wnrks and 9rovides a nember­
ship, and the people in New Yolk get ther1selves elected by the people in Los Angeles 
and oth- r points and discourage those comr:nini ties y ar after year from sending their 
own delegates to the Crmvention. This, he ur 6ec., should 1:e eliminated; the Dist­
ricts should have the ribht to name and elect tneir own delegates and alternates, 
and the National Office s:-iould have nothing whatever to ct.o with ti1e supplying of 
candidates for the Convention. This should be done in the local corrr.:iunities and 
there will then be no rouses, al thou{;h we may have fifty to seventy-five delebats, 
less. 

Mr .Abral-ia.·;1 Golct.ber5 declared that every go 0d rule can be ablleed, He 
wondered whether it is really lli1der:iocratic for a District like Portland, o .. 0. • who 
may find that its delegate cannot attend, to elect~.Wise as its representative. 
Dr.Wise could, of course, be elected in his own Ne, Yorkll;trict, but the result 
would be that the smaller raan in the District would have no chance of election. The 
same is true in a number of other Districts where our l eaders reside.'lhis tradition 
of filling vacancies has existed for the past tnirty years and there were no a buses 
until the last two or three years. 

Mr.Wm. I.Siegel agreed tmt it is perfectly proper for a can from New 
York to represent Portland, Ore., if Portland, Ore. has not a candidate who can con-
veniently attend the Convention. He suggested tmt the National Office invite 
every District and every Region in the country to submit the names of people who 
are willing to serve as proxy-delegates, to be included in the list, so that the 
list will mt be solely a New York list. Mr.Siegel added that he lmew of no organi­
zation that does not have a Coramittee on Vacancies. He urged that the Cor.n~ittee on 
Vacancies be not eliminated, because its elimination will mean the depopulation of 
the Convention. What mi 6ht be done is to li□it it so that the Coomittee on Vacan­
cies shall have power, in the event of the absence of all delegates or all nl ternates 
of the D:irtiricts, to elect somebody who happens tobe at the Convention. 
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Rabbi Israel suggested the compl ete elimination of the pos ibility 
of an election of dele~ates 3t large, but that certain Districts be allowed tw 
choose from the National leadership men who do not have the time to enter the 
election contests and who may therefore pos -= ibly not be elected as delegates to 
the Convention. He SU€gested further that Mr. Lipsky's motion, eliminating local 
Comnittees on Vacancies, be adopted, Md that the Districts end Regions throughout 
the country be requested te send to the Nation~l Office at a ~pecified time before 
the Convention, a complete list of all ?Ossible delegates and Rlternates to the 
Convention. Every delegate and alternate from that District or Region mu~t be on 
that list. Rabbi Isrnel asked whether it were possible to limit the appointment 
of delehDtes from the national group, ?nd whether it would be regarde~ as undemo­
cratic to limit t hose names t o ~- list of men who are members of the Executive ~d 
Administrative Committees of the Z. O. A. In other words, th~t members of the Ex­
ecutive and Administrative Committees should natomatically be selected by nny 
District or R

0
gi,.,n RS their delegates, and in that way - though it rnny be some­

wh~t arbitrary - we will realize the possibility of including n,...-iong the Convention 
delegates. men who are nationally prominent in New York nnd who might otherwise be 
omitted. Rabbi Israel's substitute motion was as follaws: 

THAT a list of delegates and alternates to the Zionist 
Convention from the various Districts nnd Regions be sub­
mitted to the National Office e.t specified time before 
the Convention; 

THAT the lit of names of members of the Executive and 
Administrative Cor.:imi ttees be open to the Regions and Dist­
ricts, for elP.ction of dele6ates to represent them, in the 
event their delegates or alternates c nnot attend the Conven­
tion. 

Rnbbi ~ell er stated that t he z. O. A. is not the only organization 
that is presented with this problem; many Jewish organizations in the country hnve 
natio1al figures, but the people in the vicnity where these national figures re­
side, elect them locally as delc~;ates to the Convention. He fcl t that if we cannot 
haven representative Conventi~n, we should not have a Convention at all. 

Mr. Lipsky thought it would be limitin--J the rights of the Districts 
Qr Regions to tell them whom to elect. If they wish to elect a certain national 
leader and are prevented from doing so, that is undemocratic. By pennitting than 
to nRine exactly whem they choose to nrme, we will be previding for a democratic 
spirit. Mr. Lipsky suggested that the Districts and Re6ions be informed thRt they 
can elect n~rone whom they wp.nt to elect; :md we should not in Bny way influence 
the election of any persons by the submission of a list; thAt a resolution be 
adopt-ed with regard to the policy of the Committee on Vn.cro.cies. 'lhe Districts 
and Re~ions should be instructed to elect their dclebRtes and Rlternntes ~d prox­
ies oa or b8fore a cert~in specified dAY before t he Convention. 

RRbbi Heller asked what is t~ere to prevent any group of individuals 
fron representing any other pRrt of the country, even if the lits are not submit­
ted by the National Office. 

Mr.Szold suggested that, in ~ddition tc the delegates to the Conven­
tion, the Z.O.A. Executive should have the rij:lt te elect twelve deleg tes, just 
like the Virilists are elected at the Zionist Con~ress. 
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Dr. Gol<lmnn felt thRt we were unnecessarily concerned with the 
election of the six or eight or ten people who •rill al, ~s be elected. 

Mr. Szold forrrulRted the followin,--; substitute mot ion: 

1. THAT proxies er substitutes (except as above provided) 
shal 1 not be permitted; th~.t neither the National 
Office, nor ~ny officer, nor employee thereof shall 
suggest any candidate for election by a District or 
other elective body to the Convention. 

2. THAT no dele6~te or alternates-all be seated in a 
Convention unless (a) he shnll h~ve been duly elected 
by n District or other duly constituted elective body;~nd 
(b) his election shall have been certified by the Board 
of Elections of the District or other elective body, on 
a date prior to the opening of the Convention; and (c) he 

. is a r:iomber of the District or other elective body. 

The motion: T!-!AT a delegate must be a resident of the Di.strict which he repre­
sents -- W8S LOST. 

It was finally moved, seconded and un . inously carried 

THAT the report su:::nitted by }.r. Charles Ress, together 
with the di scussi0n of the Executi vc nnd the substitute 
motion of Mr. Szold, be referred to a Committee with power 
to prepare the proper ruling. 

Dr.Gol,man asked Judge Louis E. Levinthal to look into the Consti- --· 
tutional provisions GQVorning the adoption of rules and regulntions, P.nd to ascer­
tRin whether the rules relative to the election of Convention del et?;ntes roid alter­
nates must be submitted for approval to the Administrative Committee. 

YOUTH JJ D PROP .A.G.AlIDA DEP A,_"qTMEMTS: 

The Chairman asked to be empowered to appoint a Committee wlose 
duty it shall be to find the proper pers Jnnel for the departments of Youth nnd 
Propngnnda, so thRt these departments can _ begin to function in Septanber. 

It wns thcreupen duly moved, seconded ;md unnnimously carried 

THAT the President be empowered to appoint a Cammi ttee, 
with [l view to establishing the Youth and Pro aganda 
D~nrtments. 
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The Chninnnn st!"lted thnt since the last m..? tin£~ of the Executive 
and of t~e Adrninistrntive Committee the dRte of JowishDny at the Ne~ York ~orld's 
Fair h;1d been chnn{;ed. Originally, the d~to set WRS Mond-:tY, June 26, nnd bec,usc 
of that the Z.O . .A.Convention this ye~r wns Antednted one week, roid arrnn~cments 
mnde with the Com~odore H

0
tel (the Convention hendquarters) to extend the Conven­

tion dp_to to include Wednesdny Md Thursday, June 28 P.nd 29. 

Mr. Weis 6nl recalled thRt t~1e first dRte su.=.sostod for Jewish DnY nt 
tho Fair was July 3 (Herzl's Yahrzeit), rmd the re--son it was set irstcrid for Juno 
26 w:-is because the z. O. A. could not t-;ct :10tel accom111od;:1tions for the July 1 week­
end. ~r. 710 isp;al felt, howevor, th;,t the question of Jewish]Lcy hn.s no relFition to 
the Convention; regardless of whether we hrtVC Jewish Dly or not, the Convention 
shoulc. be held in New York because of the PPlestine Pavilion. There were sone dif­
ferences of opinion arJOI\~ the 1:1ombers of tho Board of Directors of tho Pnlestino 
Pr-ivilion ~s to the n(ivisability of hnving Jowis Imy nt ~11. The matter wn.s held 
in nbeynnce nnd. the members of the Boc1.rd h:-\Ve since reversed th e□sel ves to n con­
sidornblc extent, but too late to hnve Jewish!hy on Mondny, June 26. 1-.fr. Weisg~.1 
thou6ht thPt from the point of view of th€ z.o . .A.. e~1 ,1 of the Comv~ntion, it is per­
haps "better th;\t Je,"lish Day, n.s such - ~ith ~11 the excite!"!ient that ncconprnies 
it -- is not held durin·: the Convention. Ho su,~ ·ostod instc'ld r. Zionist Org:,nizn­
tion D&>r, for the smne dntc (JW1e 26), which coul~ tpke tho form of n der.ionstrntion 
for Rbout 50,000 people , in tho Court of Pence on the Fair brounds , wit_ ~pproprinte 
ceremonies, sp ~rikers, amt musi c. There will ')o no incone w .ntsoovor, ru_ though there 
will be ;:i_n expense involved in nrrnn6ing the function. fr. W0 isf7 al, ndded thrlt the 
question of Jewisi-J. Dny ~ t :, later dntc will be co11siderod ,y;ain at the next meeting 
of the Pavilion Board of Directors. 

The Chair1JM ful t thrit it is unnecessary to ~rive a Zioni st Orgnnizn.tion 
]Ey, inas□uch as it is still planr.ed to h::\ve n. Jewish Day~ He su{~t-;osted t hat the 
Secretn.ry ascertain from the Commodore H0 tel whether the Convention cl.ates can be 
chrtn6ed to the July 1 week-end, since many reople n.re plnnnin:~ to be in New Y

0
rk 

over July 4. 

PROGRAM OF CONVENTION: 

The Chairm:1.11 str--ted that a Co.:1rni ttee on Convention Or-i-~n.11i zation 
( or .ArrPnl;ements Comni tt c( ) vlill l)c nppointed for the purpose of consi dE..ring such 
mA.tters as (1) whether t lle Convention □ust hrive R banque t; ( 2) v,J:ether t o Con­
vention shoulc have luncheons; (3) whether a Convention Bulle tin should be pub­
lished, such ~s was published by the Con~-:-;ress for a p eriod of three dRSs ; etc., 
etc. There will also be appointed p_ Pro6rnrn Conn i ttee which will pl['n the pro~rnm 
of the Convention, 

"7i th re6ard to tho prot::r2!!1 of t he Conven ti or. , tho Chni rnnn t ho"llt;h t 
thr1 t it should be some 17hRt different this yeRr from previous y0nrs. He p:"oposcd 
that institutes be arranged on the nbsoipti ve capnci t~r of PP.l e stine, on Coopcra­
ti v s in Palestine, on Lnnd in PPlesti ne; J)lenary sessions on youth, on District 
prograos, etc.; round-tabla discussions; etc., etc. 

?.abbi Heller stRtcd thn t the general cri ticisr.1 in the pc1.st hn.s been 
th:1t the deler~ates had very little pP.rt in the d.eli bcrations nt t he Convention. He 
S\lc~gested t _flt sor:ie kind of progr.:1n be dovi sed mere by t c elo ,ates could pHrtici­
pate. 

11r. Stone pointed out thnt the only opportuni tl' the clelo5 tes havo to 
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niscuss rn~tters is ~hen the Convention Cor:nitteos ~ake their reports, nnd these 
reports usually come in at the l~st hour , when the dcle5ates are tired and rcnrly 
to 60 home. Ee su..gr·: ested th::i.t r>s fnr ns possible the 11nass-r.iee tine; 11 chPracter of 
the r!lajor :::,art of the Convention be limited, anti that t h e Cor.1r.1ittees be nsked to 
□.::lke their reports earlier in the Convention, so th~t the delegates uill hnvc ~le 
opportunity to c::xpress ther.iselves. Unless there is discussion from the floor, 
the asse1:1bly 1--:cks the character of a Convention. 

Rnbbi Isrpel said he dij_ not think it pouiible to speed up the work 
of t.:.:e Convention Committees, because thP.t ,1·oul •:J result in mlf-bnked reports. 
Sonethi ng should be done, however , to increase the tempo of the first fmv 1.nys 
of the Convcn tion. 

~. r. Goldberg believed t 1.at aside fro~ the fact thnt the delei:;atcs do 
not hrive an opportunity to p~rticipate in the discucsion nt the Convention, the 
real difficulty is that when a delc6ate is placed on a Convention Cor:r:1ittec, he 
is put inn position where he cannot ~ossibly participate, because t he Cor.imittees 
are not delib~rative bodies. He s iJg,:,ested thnt experts on the various subjects 
to be discussed shoulc.. be ll.sked to lead the discussions nt the Cor.11ni ttoo .·1eetings. 
The discussion can be opened by one of the dolc,~atos at the Convention, nnd the 
e.xpert can then be c:=i.lled upon to lcc1.d the discussion. Furthernore, tho delegates 
should be pernitted to stnte their preference ~s to which Convention Con:-tlttoc 
they wish to be placed on. 

The Chniman st~ted th~t the lend~r of the discussion mf¼Y not alw~.ys 
be found ro:10nf: the Zionists. In ~ Cor.1:1i ttee, however, the l epde r must be a Iiler:1ber 
of t _.e Zionist Or6anizntio11 . 

F.~bJi Heller su66ested that definit effort be nnde to reduce 
the nunbcr of a : ~resses at the Convention. 

YOUNG JUDA;¼ SUBSIDY: 

Th - Secretary presented~ request from the FinRncc Comnittoe thnt 
the subsidy of $5, 000 a y~ar for Youne Judae~ should Je increased to $7,a)O, thnt 
is, nt tho rate of $600 a uonth. Youn[" Ju1aen hRs been recoi ving - wi t1: the 
approval of the Fin:mce Cor:u~ittee - $600 a □onth for the la~t ten months, with 
the understanding th t an adjustr:ient wouli be r.ltlde in the budget at a later date. 
They have already received the amount of $6,000. The formal reque st to increase 
the budgetary nllowance from $5,000 to $7,200 w. s therefore referred to t he Execu­
tive. 

The Ch~irrnan believed th.e t t he Executivd should express its resent­
~ent ; th~t the Finance Co .aittee should be censured; nnd t hnt the $1,000 expo ded 
by Younr; Judaea ( durint:--; the past ton r:ionths) beyond the $5, 000 subvention nllotted 
it, should be credited to its subvention of next year. 

Mr. Lipsky moved 

THAT the E>cecutivc of the z.o . .A. disapproves of the ction 
of the Finance Co□I!littee in the ~attor of YounG Judnea, 
but t_.[l t the $6,000 pRid out be allowed for the current 
ye r. 
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TRAVELLI ~G 3XPENS3S OF OUT-OF-TO'TI, . .f.:EYBE~S: 

The SE;cretnry reported thnt ::it the previous r.weting of t.10 
E,cecutive it WRS decicod to incrense t: c ~llotoont for travelling expru1sos 
to out-of-town meibors of tho Executive, from $1 , 500 to $2, 000. It h~s since 
then been Rscertnincd that the a.-r:1ount ?.lready expended was $2, 000. Hence the 
Finance CoI!ll:ii ttee referred to theExecuti ve for its approv;:il the ~llotmcnt of 
an additional $500 for this purpose, mrlldn1.::; tho tot.-:1 to be expended $2,500. 

Rab1 i Mil lor thereupon iuly noved, ?.Jlc it was seconded and 
cnrried 

Tri.AT t!1e Executive vote an rl.ddi ti onal $500 for the travelling 
expenses of out-of- town me .1bers to meetint_;s of the Exec1.1ti ve 
-- :1?king R to tn.l of $2, 500 for this i tEn. 

The me e ting vrns adjourned Rt 7: 00 P. ;f. 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland. 0 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

PHONE, PLAZA 0735 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

April 14. 1939 

Nothing would please ua better than to have you honor 
us with your attendance at the 17th Anrual Conference 
of the Seaboard Zionist ~egion to be held Saturday 
night. Sunday and Monday, May 13, 14 and 15th, at the 
Chamberlin Hotel. Old Point Comfort, Va. 

No doubt• you are as usual taxed for time and may not 
find it possible to join us. Kay we therefore, ask you 
to do the next beat thing which will to some extent 
make up for your absence? Please be good enough to send 
ua your offioial greetings aa National Chairman of the 
United Palestine Appeal. Your message will prove an 
inspiration to us to do our fullest share as Zionist• 
and Jews in this crucial per·od of our movement. 

Please send your greetings direot to the Seaboard Zion­
ist Region office. 305 Hearst Tower Bldg •• Baltimore, 
Karylani. 

Thanking you for this courtesy am cooperation. I am, 

Sincerely 

imon J 
Executi 

Mrs. Raphael Tourover, We■hinglcn 

I. S. Turover, Wo1hlngton 

R fflEfflBER -
7th A NUAL SEABOARD ZIONIST CONFERENCE ->-

lNPOllTA.NT 
D A. T S Bf THERE.' Old Point Comfort. Va. 

13 14 15 
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"Zionism 11 lm1 lo create a publicly I cured, 
le ally 11uured home for th Jewish people 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
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PHONZ, PLAZA 07:25 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

April 27, 1939 

Rabbi Abba Hillel SilTer, 
Chairman. United Palestine Appeal 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

May I respectfully draw your attention to my recent 
coDmunication suggesting that you send greetings to th• 
17th Annual Conference of the Seaboard Zionist Region 
to be held Saturday night, Sunday and Monday, ay 13, 
14, and 15, 1939, at the Chamberlin Hotel, Old Point 
Comfort, Virginia. 

I wish to emphasize that these greetings will be a 
stiDlllating factor in promoting successful deliberations 
at our arurual gathering. 

Thanking you for this help and encouraging cooperation, 
I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

~ ·1 
S lmon J. / Lnin 
Executive Director 

I. S. Turover, Wa■hlnoton 

REfflEmBER -
17th ANNUAL SEABOARD ZIONIST CONFERENCE -~-

POil ANT Bf TH£ Rf! ,h11mhPrlio Hotf'I Olcl Point ('omfort, ·•· DAT E • 13 14 15 
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May 1, 1 59 

Mr. Simon J. Levin, Executive Director 
eeabosrd Zioni~t Region 
505 He rtet Tower Building 
Baltimore, d. 

Pl ase e~tend to the delegate8 who ill atte.~d the 17th 
Annual Conference o t h eaboard Zioni. .. t Region m. rmest 
grgetings. ! regret greatl th t press:ire of other ork, 
principal! in connection with the Jnited J e ish A9~e , m k it 
im ossihle for me to ttend the Conference. I hopP t h.a our 
eli erl:ttione will prove rui tful nd h'"• t great good for our 

co•1:mon cauee 111 result r 0m it. 

✓ It i ho· .rtening to sec Je r ,.; ro hout thie count~, 
ri e to the challen e ot a gr ve and t in h ur. ThP.re has 
been a gratifying manifestation or ~ n raw renecs on th oart ot our -,eople t o the importance of Pale tine and grc' t er rendinese 
to aup.Jort i th their resources o!' m_ane , nd of s . iri t t he emar',able 
unfolding Je ish life there. 

The ~ionist ~ove_ent is g ing through one r the moQt crit cal 
porioda of its hi. tory. H rd nd tr ·ing da~s are ah ad or u. But 
man;y another ·)eople is being tried toda1 in t he ron urnace. any 
intentional anctione and pledges ere being grossl ignored or 
viol ted. Th re is an evil spirit abro d tn the ·orld totiay 
defiling man a sanctuary o humanity. 

But ~ , confidence i. trong th -,t if e i 11 remain .. teadt ~t 
and loyal to our convictions and ideals and r.o give w y to ar or 
deep ir, shall come through thie hour of rath trengt 0 ned and 
UDBCbthed. 

There are stron 
Homeland in? le tine . 

A~!S: K 

hands ,d .. tout he rte- buildin the Je isb 
. e, h .re, muct . tc~ th ir faith and coura e. 

o t cordially y ur, 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
% The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 1, 1939 

The Chairman of our Wheeling, West Virginia Zionist District 
-.,Tote me today that he has just learned Um t on or about June 6th 
you are to deliver a lecture at the commencement exercises of a 
nearby college. The Wheeling Zionists would be tremendously 
encouraged if you would be gracious enough to visit their city 
at any time convenient to you. They have asked me to intervene 
with you on their behalf. Would it be possible for you, during 
your visit to the college, to meet with the Zionists? 

I am in no position to make any suggestions as to time, for 
I do not know whether your lecture ia in the morning, in the 
evening, nor on what date it is. I do know that the Zionist 
function will be arranged to suit your convenience. 

Eagerly awaiting word from you, I am 

IIMiHG 

S ncerely yours, ~0A 
\..,---/ 

Moris Margulies 
Secretary 



May 'Z, 19"9 

r • ..lorrie argulies, Secret ry 
Zioni~t Organiz tion of America 
111 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y • 

. y de r r. rgulieea 

I a preciate v ry much the invit·tion 
or the heeling Zioniete to addres them. I wish I 
wee ree to acoe?t their invit~tion. I am r.c~edul d 
to eliv .r the Baccalaureate Address at the eot, · te 
Teachers College on Sund y fternoon, .June 4th, And 
I am motoring ~c:{ in time to keep wedding 
engagement in Clevel nd t t e vening. 

,1th all od •-he, I remain 

V ry cordielly 0 1.1rR, 
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Rnbb: be. Hillel Silver 
The T ple- nse Rd . 

lavelanct, Ohio. 

ear Rabbi Silver : 

PHON'Z, PLAZA 0725 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

• a 03,1 39. 
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mee ny and all 
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chal onges oisted 
estine mav b ., 

'ith Zion's greeti ng s, I e.m 

~ 
ani 1 Ellison 
resi ent. 
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111 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 

TO THE CHAIRMEN OF 
ZIONIST DISTRICTS: 

Dear Jriendz 

May 29, 1939. 

I am enclosing copy of an article by Westbrook Pegler 
which appeared on ~ 27th in the New York World Telegram 
and many other newspapers throughout the country in which 
Pegler•s colunn ~s syndicated. 

The article, as you will see, is a vicious attack 
on the Zionist movement and a base libel upon .American 
Jews. Ivery newspaper which printed it should be flooded 
with letters of ~rotest. 

Accordingly, if the article was published by a news­
paper in your city, you are urged to see ot it that as 
many letters as possiblo are imned.iately written to that 
newspaper in answer to Pegler•s attack. I enclose a 
brief sumnary of the points that may be used· as the basis 
for the letters, which should not be uniform, but should 
be an expression of the writer's own feelings. 

With Zion's Greetings, 

Encls. 

CA■LIS ADDIIK■8 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY•& CODIE 



J'Ant ~GUGH 

(Saturday, May 27, 1939. Published in New York 
World Telegram and many other papers 

throughout the country). 

It is my belief that most Azoorican Jews not only have no 

interest in Palestine but resent the insinuation inher~nt in the case that 

they desire some other homeland than the United States. The agitation of 

the problem in this country, including representations to the American 

State Department on behalf of the Palestine cormrru.nity by certain prominent 

Jews who call themselves leaders, put other A.merican Jews in a false posi­

tion, and gives um1eserved aid and comfort to a band of Hitlerized .Ameri­

can terrori~ts who allege that all Jews withhold devotion to the land of 

their birth. en and women who were born in this country and who are 

utterly loyal to their native land thus are made to suffef suspicion and 

other penalt1es for sentiments of which they are innocent. 

Regardless of the legal, political and diplomatic facts of the 

problem, the Arrerican people ·will not sympathize with an effort to create 

a homela{ld for those who are already citizens of other countries, including 

thia one. 

American Methodists, Baptists and Catholics are content with 

this as their homeland, and, in a simple, direct way, ~ill ask th8mselves 

uhy American Jews should not only want another but call on other nations . 
to guarantee and protect it, instead of fighting out their ovm problems. 

The fact is that corrparatively few A,nerican Je\7s a.re active in 

this agitation, the vast majority of them being either indifferent to the 

movement or opposed to it on the ground that it.suggests some wenlmess or 

division in their own love of the United States. 

The so-called Jewish hozooland is an artificial creation attempted 

aG the result of a bargain which the British agreed to in violation of anotha-
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bargain n.t .a time ilhen they v,ould have promised anybody anything to save 

their lives. 

It hasn't 1t1orked up to nov1 1 and the British nre ina terrible sueat, 

as they weasel around in the manner of a count7 court shyster trying to prove 

that they promised less than they did. But that is their problem, and the 

problem of the Arabs and some Jews, but not the problem of the Americe,n Jews 

except those who voluniarily and formally declare themselves in on it. 

If those concerned can work it out• that will be fine, but the 

American people will not commission their government to take any responsibility 

for the fulfillment of a British promise or the protection of any other homelani 

than t.,his one, always excepting the mysterious and unexploredIX>ssibilities of 

the onroe D:>ctrine. 

Thjs document connnits us to the job of protecting much British and 

French property on this side of the water, and protecting certain South 

American countries from their Oml folly, should they decide to throw in 

with a new Spanish Fascist empire under General Franco. 

The hyphcnism of the Nazis is popularly detested and openly rebuked 

here, but it is just as reasonable to ask the American nation to help the 

Germans recapture Ihnzig as it is for certain Jews of American nationality 

to press.the govarnment or p ,oplc for any official aid for this so-called 

homeland. 

Those Jews who do cherish the idea and tho hope of its :fulfillm nt, . 

and want to give their ability and money for it. have a legal right to do so. 

But there should be some means by uhich the Aroorioan who regards this as his 

only homeland, and resents any sugg~stion th the wants another, could dis­

sociate himself from the propaganda. 



SUGGESTIONS roR LETTERS TO NEWSPAPERS IN ANSWER 

TO PEGLER1S ARTICLE 

- - -
1. Kr. Pegler1s first point is that most American Jows have no interest 
in Palestine. 

A,pswor: The Jouish .Agency for Palestine. in which non-Zionists a.s 
well a.s Zionists are included, represents virtually all organized 
.American Jewry in support of the upbuilding of Palestine and tho 
Jewish National Home. J'urthermore, not only Jows but pooplo of 
all races and creeds awaro of the diro Jewish refugeo problem 
understand the great necessity of a homeland for Jews where they 
may live in freed.om. 

2. Mr. Pegler says that .American Jewish citizens by supporting the 
establishment ~fa Jewish National Home in Palestine divert their 
allegiance from their Oml country. 

Answers (a) Whon Czechoslovakia was dism001berErl and then dostroyod 
all liberty-loving peoples cried "treachery and betraya.1 11 • Such outraged 
feelings stemmed from the democratic boliof that all pooplo are entitlod 
to a national home. American citizens of Czech origin in this country 
were not accused nor could they be rightly accused of divided allegiance 
when they deplored the conquest of Czechoslovakia. 

(b) .America is composed of pooplo of many national origins. 
The citizenship of no one ca.n rightly be impugned who ohows an intorest 
in the country of his forebears. The .Americanism of Justice Brandeis, 
Justice Frankfurter and hundrods of other illustrious .American citizens 
cannot be brouglit into question because of their profound interost in the 
upbuilding of Palestine as a Jeuish National Borne. 

2. Mr. Pegler 1s third point is that the American Governmont should not bS 
asked to urge the fulfillment of a. British promise. 

,Answer; Tho l3alfour Declaration and the British Mandate over Palestine 
were endorsed by fiftrtwo na,1ons, including tho Unitod Statos. Tho Oongroes 
of the United States gave its official sanction by a Joint Resolution in 
1922. Every American President, since Woodrow Wilson, has givon his ondorse­
ment to the effort to rebuild Pelestino as -a Jewish National Homo. 

The British-American Mandate Convention of 1924 provides that 
no change in the Palestine Mandate may be made ~ithout agreoznont uith the 
.American Government. Wherever jroerica.n interests are involved, particularly 
those covered by treaties, tho American Government has tho DX>ral and legal 
right to· intervene. The Palestine Mandate is no exception. There are over 
$100,000,000 of investments by American citizens in Palestine uhicl1 aro 
endangered by the change proposed by the British Government in the status 
of Palestine. The American Government has a legal right to soak the pro­
tection of American interests in Palestine. 
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MINUTES OF Z.O.A. EXECUTIVE ,;!EETING HELD ON WEllH~.SDAY,_JUNE 7, 1839, -4: P.r~. 
AT THE ASTOR HOTE1, Hf.W YO}U{ CITY 

PRE~ENT: !Jr.Solomon Goldman (in the Chair), and Messrs. Barnett R.Bricla1er, 
Charles A. Cowen, Henry Ellenl»gen, Abraham Goldberg, Abra~am Goldstein, Israel 
uoldstein, Israel H. Levinthal, Louis E. Levinthal, Irving Miller, Morris Margulies, 
Charles Ress, Louis P.Rocker, Morris Rothenberg, William I.Siegel, Robert Szold, 
t.\orris Weinberg, Stephen S.Wise; Sc1Ji1uel Caplan; Adrian Schwartz (representing 
.t~ukah) . 

Excuses for absence received from Messrs. 09.vid Berenstein, Harry Friedenwa.ld, 
Edward L. Israel, Julian w. Mack, Louis Lipsky, A.H. Rosenberg, Simon Shetzer. 

SECRET ARY I s REPOR'l': 

Shekolim: Mr. ivlargulies reported that according to the statement 
subini tted by the U .s. Centr:il Shekel Board, 542,182 Shekolim ere sold in the United 
States during 1958-9 as against 2691 424 sold in 1936-7 -- an increase of 72,758 
Shekolim for the present year, which will enable the American iionists to have a 
total of 115 delegates as against 90 delegates at the last Congress. The Zionist 
Organization of America will have 34 delegates (two years ago, 22 delegates); Hadas­
sah will have 29 (two years ago, 18); the Poale ~ion, 54 (two years ago, 52); Ulizra­
chi, 17 (same as two years ago}; and the State Party one delegate (same as two years 
ago). The Z.O.A. and Hadassah will have 65 delegates jointly, against the 52 dele­
gates of the other three parties combined. This is the first time in the history of 
the movement that the General Zionists in A merica will have a larger delegation than 
the other parties all together. 

Mr.William I.Siegel, as Chairman of the Shekel Board, infonned the meeting that the 
Executive in Jerusalem had contemplated changing the basis of representation per 
delegate from 5,000 to 4,000 Shekel-payers, but that the Shelel Board had cabled 
its refusal to proceed on thnt basis. He reported that c~sh has been received for 
the full number of Shekolim listed, and last week a check for v55,000 was sent to 
Jerusalem. The Shekel Campaign has been kept open until June 11 and it is hoped 
that additional Shekolim will be sold. 

The Secretary reported further that although we did not have an intensive Shekel 
Campaign, in addition to our membership Shakolim the Z.O.A. disposed of 37,455 Sh~­
olim, which includes a. little over 1600 sold by the Order Sons of Zion, Masada. a.nd 
Awkah. 

Membership: Reporting on membership, tho Secretary stated that the 
Shekel effort and the appeal for the Goldman Adlllinistration Fund had retarded the 
membership work this year. The paid up membership as of June 1, 1959 is 38,554, 
as against 22,711 last year. New members enrolled number 19,428; members in arrears 
as of June l, 9,500. Every effort is being made t0 have tmse members pay their 
dl.es. The income from membership dues this year was ~122,515, ns against ~79,123 
last year. 

METHOD Or' ELECTION OF DELmATES TO CONGRESS: 

Dr.Wise inquired as to the method to be employed in the election of delegates to the 
World Zionist Congress. 

Mr. 1vlargulies stated th11t the procedure in past Congress years was to elect the dele­
gates at the Zionist Conventions. 

Judge Rothenberg called attention to the fact that this method was not a Constitution-
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al provision ,nd we were therefore free to have any othor procedure "70 may deem ad­
visable. He recalled th'lt the ttuestion of the mode of election of delcgaten to the 
vongrass was considered by the Con~ress Court several times. At one time our pro­
cedure was challenged by the Congress, and t.,he Coneress Court ruled th4t our method 
of election was illegal; that the only legal election was an election according to 
the statutes of the World Zionist Organization, which provide for a poptlar election, 
such as the ~hekel Board originally contemplated carrying through. If all of the 
parties agreeu that the election be eliminated, there as nobody to challenge the 
election, nnd it was approved. It may be, however, Judge Rothenberg pointed out, 
that someone may challenge the election at the Congress, and therefore it is worth­
while having that point in mind. 

In past years, Judge Rothenberg recalled, a list was proposed to the National Execu­
tive Committee, which recommended that list to the Gonvention of the Z.O.A. and the 
Convention voted on that list. The country at large was always resentful of the fact 
that the New York members generally predominated. 

Ar.Abraham Goldstein suggested that the Executive take into consideration that there 
are many out-of-town delegates who are not known to the members of the Executive, 
and who are tmrefore not elected. 

With a view to decreasing the list of candidates, Dr.Wise moved 

THAT the President be uuthorized to address an official 
conu11unication to the list of candidates for delegateship 
to the World Zionist Congress, inquiring 'C'Thether, in the 
event that they are elected, they will attend the Congress. 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried . 

ur. Wi se hl~de the further motion 

Tli.AT the Executive endeavor between now and the Zionist 
Convention to prep.ye a list of delegates to be submitted 
to the Convention, with the understandirg thttt if the Con­
vention does not choose to accept it, we have an e.ktion 
at the Convention . 

Judge Rothenberg offered the folloting substitute motion: 

THAT a list of delegates be prepared by the Executive, 
trucing into consideration qualifications, Regional re­
presentation, etc., to be eubr.ai tted to the Convention 
for approval1 that if the Convention approves the pro­
posed list, no election be held; if tho Convention dis­
approves, an eloction be held o.t th Convention. 

~r.Rocker and Judge Ellenbogen offered the s~gestion that in order to insure havirg 
a representative delegation at the Congress, the Executive elect one-half or to­
thirds of the delegates and the Convention elect the balance. 

The Chairman pointed out that if we have an election, all of the delegates should be 
elected and not only a part of the list. 

A vote W4S tbcn taken on Dr.Wise's motion and JlJlge Rothenberg's substitute motion. 
Doth ~ere defe~ted -- 7 voting in favor; 9 opposed. 
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M~. Goldberg moved 

THAT the method of electing delegates to the World 
Zionist Congress, uy the Zionist Convention, be con­
tinued. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Charles Ress then moved 

TdAT the Executive, through a sub-Committee, be 
empowered to add names to the list of candidates 
to be submitted for election at the Zionist Conven­
tion. 

Mr. Ress' motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

Dr.Wise moved 
THAT the Executive recommend to the Convention that 
the delegates to the Convention be instructed to vote 
for the minimum of 34 delegates to which the Zionist 
Organization of America is entitled; th9.t if a ballot 
is returned with only a part of the 34 candidates voted 
for, the ballot shall be considered invalid. 

The motion w-as seconded and carried. 

Dr.Wise pointed out that this recommendation is binding upon t he Convention unless 
the Convention reverses it by a vote. 

The Chairman presented the requests of Histadruth Ivrith and of Avukah that each be 
allowed to nams its own delegate to the World Zionist Congress. 

A brief discussion ensued in which it was pointed out that (1) neither Histadruth 
Ivrith nor Avuknh is exclusively a Z.O.A. affiliate, and (2) neither ha.s succeeded 
in securing independently the necessary minimum of 5,000 Shekel-payers to enutle 
them to a delegate according to the Congress rules . 

It was thereupon decided that the requests of Histadruth Ivrith and of Avukah for 
delegates to the Congress be not granted. 

,'AR. LOUIS LIPSKY: 

Dr.Wise called attention to the illness of Mr. Lipsky who is at a hospital for ob­
servation, and suggested that a message be sent to him on behalf or the Executive, 
expressing the hope that he will speedily be restored to health and to his useful­
ness to the Zionist movement. 

Unanimously adopted. 

c~~D.., ~1 . IP DOFS: 1 _,L"ctv ~ • • 
The Secretaryl<""""'..,.......,.attention to the sit~~,.-existing in Cleveland, Ohio, where 
the two Zionist Societies were functioning and enjoying the rights and privileges 
of Districts. One of the Societies is acc~pting from its members dues of ~4 n year. 
·.the other two groups in the community ask and receive ~5 a year. The two groups 
complain that the third group is offering, in the r.Lrst plllce, unfair competition, 
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and in the second place, officially every member of the third orgrmization receives 
a. Z.O.A. membership card from the National Office, stating that he hns paid --15.00 
dues to the organization. In the third pla.ce, the:>' maintain th11.t this is uncon­
stitutional, for the Constitution requires a minimwa of ,;s.oo a year. The Z.0.A. 
receives from the third orgnniza.tion the arune amount o.s it doos from t~1e other two, 
namely, ~5.00 out of every membership dues. 

It w"' recalled by some of the members present that this matter had been brought 
up for consideration at the meeting of the Executive held on April 27, 1938. No 
action was taken, therefore, pending a reference to the minutes of th1.t meeting. 

PURCiIASt OF WO~F'F§Otfil BOOK: 

The Chairman called 1.1.ttention to the "Life of David Wolffsohn" by Dr. Emil ii.Cohn, 
which is about to ~ppea.r. It was moved, seconded · nd unanimously curried 

THAT the members of the Executive assume the obligation 
of subscribing to 100 copies of this book -- the cost of 
sarne not to exceed the sum of ~;500. 00 -- the sale of the 
books to be allocated amens the members of the Executive. 

This motion was referred to the Finance Committee for :it, s approval. 

CONVENTION P~R.Ar.:1: 

The Chairman submitted the tentative program of the Convention. 

Dr.Wise suggested that a Labor ;Jiember of the House of Commons be invited to address 
t~e Convention. 

Dr.Goldman suggested that it ~~ould be wiser to have a Member of the Conservative 
Party address the Convention. 

In line with Dr.Goldina.n's su~estion, Dr. 1ise proposed the nrune of Hon. Leopold S. 
Amery, for111er Secretary for the Colonies. He suggested .furtheru1ore that it would 
be worth~hlle spending ~2,000 to bring OV'er one outstanding Labor lender and one 
Conservative leader. 

Judge Ellenbogen suggested that good public relations require that if a Jlitember of 
Parliamoot is invited, a. member of the United States Corg ress should also be invi tad . 

Rabbi tiriclner asked who.t is the note to be struck at this Convention. He felt that 
the Executive should crystalli~e its thinking and not come to the Convention to air 
its views. He suggested that the Executive be called together in an all-day session 
to di8c\8s the implications of the White Paper for Zionism, for the Yishuv and par­
ticularly for the American Zionist Organization. There should be some kind of a 
consensus of opinion by the leaders of American Zionism, he felt, to raise the hopes 
of our people; to retain the morale; to indicate how we feel, and ho~ the Yishuv and 
the rest of the Zionist world should stand. 

It was pointed out by Dr.Wise and by Dr. Goldman that the question broaohed by Rabbi 
Brickner had been considered by the Political Committee at its various oeetings; 
articles and editorials have appeared in The New Palestine, indicating the direction 
in which Americ,m Zionism would have to move. Furthermore, Dr.Weizmann has been 
asked how to indicate the gemral program, and there was a cable from Ben Gurion 
stating that ~e are to continue to build and to buy land. It is, of course, to be 
taken for granted, Dr .Goldman added, that the 1nen who will be invited to Sfe ak at 
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the Convention sessions will be asked not to speak in general terms, hut to give 
their mind and thought to the situation as it is at present. On the other hand, 
we shall have to wait for the Zionist Congress in Genev~ for a definition of future 
policy. 

Rabbi Brickner said he felt th·t tho Convention must work out some formula; that it 
does not seem quite logical or necessary for Americ'3.ll Zionists to wait altogether 
for a program. Every country in the world, includin5 the Yishuv, is confused, but 
out of their confusion they will go on working and living, and in the mldst of their 
confusion they will build somP; kind of a progr:im. Upon eveI"J national convention 
there is an obligation to struggle with the problem, he urged, ruid to work out its 
program as it sees fit. 

Dr.Goldman stated that a definite tirogram of action for the Yishuv and for the 
general political front will be defined at the Zionist Congress. As for our own 
position here in America, and what we are to say in American Zionism, he believed 
that despite the fact that the matter requires serious thinking, we shall after much 
thinking be doing wl1at y,e did extempora neously at meetings th'lt we had in the last 
several weeks. First, all of us know that we are to cont.inue to build in Palestine; 
secondly, we are all agreed to resist the ~ritish. The form which that resistance 
will take ~ill have to be defined by the Congress, and perhaps even more by the 
Yishuv than by the Congress. Thirdly, in our ovm situation here we will have to 
have considerable discussion with our non-Zionist and anti-Zionist friends. We will 
have to answer again the question of Americanism and Zionism. Our program is GOin g 
to be an intensification of Zionist propaganda, of Zionist education, a reaffirma­
tion of our right to Palestine and of our determination to build it. 

Judge Rothenberg observed that if the Yishuv is not acting qulckly in the situation, 
he for one is willing to asswne that there are some reasons for it. So fur as this 
country is concerned, he said he has rarely seen sucb activity as was shown by the 
President of the Zionist Organization and by his associates. Officially, everythirg 
has been done that could be done. 

Dr.Wise felt that Vr.Goldlnm 1 s Presidential address at the Convention will strike 
the keynote of the Convention proceedings. He said that even if we had a great pro­
eram prepared he would urge that we w~it until the Congress, for he believed th.flt 
Americm Zionists should keep their minds open. 

YOUNG JUDAEA -- SUBVENTION: 

Mr.Rocker ctlled attention to the fact that at the meeting of the Executive eld on 
April 15, 1939, the Finance Committee requested the Executive to increase the sub­
vention of Young Judaea from ~5,000 to ,r7,50O, stating nt the erune time that Young 
Judnea had been gr.:mted an increase of ,;>l,125 by the Finance Committee. The Executive 
tun1ed down the request of the Finance Committee and the President expressed himself 
quite plainly on the matter; a motion was passed in which it was stated that the 
1r6,000 that was already voted by the Finn.nee Committee should stand , and the resent­
ment of the Executive was expressed. Mr.Rocker recalled that the Executive, when 
cons:id ering the bl.dget, had allowed the additional sum of <.>2,500 ,;rhich was to be dis­
tributed by the Finance Committee un er the mandate of the Convention, ruid that the 
Finance Committee acted thoroughly within its rights in granting the reqwst of ~ung 
Judaea for an ~dditional subsidy of ~1100. Mr.Rocker stated that he had been request­
ed by the Finance Committee• as their spokesman, to arrange that the Executive remove 
from the minutes of the April 13th meeting all of the sentiments expressed therein 
which reflect on the ability of the Finance Committee. Mr.Rocker added that thcFin­
ance Committee had appointed a sub-committee to look into the question of youth sub­
sidies, meetings lere held with representatives of the three organizations, and every-
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thing that Wf.lS done was entirely within the rights of the Fi11,:mce Committee. The 
Fino.nee Committee now asks that the Executive grant the additional subsidy of .,.,1,075 
to Young Judaoa. 

The Ch:u.rman stated that to the best of his knowledge there never crune before tl-ie 
Executive a request from the Finance Committee to allow Young Judaea 1l.Il additional 
subvention. The report came to the Executive that the Fin~nce Committee h~d voted 
ii!ld w1.1 ° al.ready issuing checks for Young Judaea on the basis of a budget ,, lch 
Young Judaeri had increaseu for itself. It was not a request before us to vote on a 
matter; we were presented with a fait accompli. Bect:11se of this fact the Executive 
expressed resentment ard the Chair joined in that resentment. Furthermore, .ur .Goldu1;1:ri 
added, t!1e Convention never set aside an extru ij5,000 or -w~,500 for s:recific youth 
groups; the Convention did not list Young Judu.ea or .any other group; the Corwention 
set aside ~2,500 for additional youth subsidies. At no time do we find in the min­
utes of the Firnmce Com.11itteo th3.t the Finance Committee turned to the other youth 
organizations and asked them to sul:mit t~eir budgets of the previous years or to 
submit their additionn.l needs, and then proceeded to make an allocation of the ' 2,500 
on the basis of those requests. Apparently Young Judaea asswned that it can take 
out of that money the sum c£ ~l,}.25 nithout consulting the others. The fact re­
mains, Dr.Goldman said, that the other youth organiza.tions hnve turned to the Presi­
dent arrl to the Executive, from time to time, .for additional allocations, run the 
President did not even brirg any of these requests before the Executive. The Execu­
tive then W•9.S confronted with this: It would receive a report that the Finance Com­
mittee had 4cted in behtlf of one of the youth groups in disregard of all the other, 

• r.Sieeel felt that the Finance Committee has a right to feel offended by the form of 
the action taken by the Executive at its meeting on April 15. 

Mr.Ress said he was somawhat shocked by the language in the minutes in reference to 
the Finance Committee. The Chairman is quite correct, he sw, in the statement that 
the minutes of the Finance Committee did not reflect exactly what the Finance Commit­
tee did. The sub-committee interviewed representatives of the youth org:miz:1tions; 
it gave the matter a great deal of attention and came to the conclusion that the only 
organiz1tion which could use the slight addition to the subsidy which could be given 
them, with sufficient value, was Young Judaea. Perhaps the sub-committee was wrorg 
in its conclusion, Mr.Ress added, but it was not a hasty conclusion. In the Finance 
~ommittee something happened which is responsible for the lack of clarity in the min­
utes; the report of the sub-committee does not appear as such in the minutes of the 
Finance Cammi ttee, but is written up in an informal way. The Finance Committee still 
thinks that where the Convention added !~2, 500 for youth subsidies and the l!.xecutive 
had taken no action; and where there appears in the minutes of the Executive a gen­
eral resolution authorizing the Finance Committee to adjust certaln budgetary items 
which needed adjustment in the funds, it is at leust open to question as to whether 
the Finance Committee did not have the right to take the additional ~2,500 and adjust 
it in its judgment to the youth groups. Mr.Ress added that he did not think that the 
Chair or the Executive should assume that the Finfillce Committee did not ~ct strictly 
within its prerogative. The Finance Conunittee should have made a recommendation to 
the Executive, instead of acting, but on the other hmd, the Executlve is not very 
correct in its decision. 

The Chairman observed that there are two things involved which must be kept apart: 
(1) the question of whether the expressions made at the meeting of the Executive 
a.rd the language appearing in the minutes should stand or not; (2) the ~uostion of 
principle involved. If the sub-committee of the Finn.nee Committee met with the 
several youth groups, it should have been reflected somewhere in the minutes of the 
Finance Committee or in the report t~1at reached the Executive. It i not reflected. 



• 

• 

- 7 -

Furthermore, Dr.Goldman Sl-1.id, _he had renson to believe that the matter needs fur­
ther investigation because of the statement made at this meeting of theExecutive 
that the only orgmization to whom tho funds should be allocated was Young Judaea. 
If Masada received funds without bringL1g it to the attention of tho Executive,Dr. 
Goldman declared, he would personally express resentment and would ask the Execu­
tive to join with him. If 1iasa.da can go to the Finance Committee anrl get some 
help, and if Avukah can do likewise, -- Dr.Goldman wondered why it is that, in 
the course of the year, he constantly keeps on receiving letters containing requests 
from these youth groups, begging for ~50 and ~100. If the Finance Cammi ttee had 
avuiJnble ~2,500, why diu it not allocate that money on tho basis of their bulgets, 
Dr. l.iold1nan asked. If that has been done, it is not refla cted in the minutes of 
the Finance Committee. li'urthermore, it is not reflected in the pressure beirg 
brought to bear upon the Executive by the youth groups. Dr.Goldman reiterated tl'Bt 
during the meetings at which he has presided there has never come a request from 
Young Judaea, such as Mr.Rocker states was brought before us. 

fv1r.Rocker stated that as Chairman of the Finance Committee he felt that the Y6,100 
voted to Young Judaea was 'lbsolutely within the province of the Finance Committee, 
and that there was no justification whatever in the language used by the President. 
He requested that the whole matter be stricken from the minutes of the April 13,1959 
meeting of the }!;xecutive, and that the request made at the present meeting of the 
Exeoutive be given consideration. 

Dr.uoldman continued that, at the April 15 meeting, 1,vhen the Executive was present­
ed the baro statement without any background and the checks were already issued 
for ~1 advance in the subvention of one of the subsidiary organizations, among his 
remarks were that "we have been thinking the entire year in terms of reorgnnizatioo 
and departmentalization; a Committee was nppointed which presented us with a memo­
randum; the Executive at two meetings voted first on the adoption of the memorandum 
in principle, and at the April 15 meeting proceeded to implement the memorandum by 
voting the establishment of o. youth department as part of the z.o.A. 11

; and then., 
while this reorganization is going on, we are suddenly confronted by the fact that 
one organization hns taken it upon itself to suddenly expand its work. 

i, r. Cowen moved 
TdA'r the Secretary be requested to correct the 
minutes and to eliminate anything that reflects 
on the Finance Committee. 

u!r. Ress moved, and it was seconded and unanimously carried 

THAT a sub-committee of the Executive be rippointed 
to confer, as quick~ as possible, with a Committee 
of the Finance Committee regarding the difference of 
opinion that has arisen between the Fin~nce Committee 
and the Executive with respect to the matter of addi­
tional disbursements to Young Judaea and other youth 
organizations; 

THAT the Committee report its findings to the next 
meeting of the Executive; 

THAT until such report is made by the Committee to 
the Executive, action ~ the Executive bearing on 
this matter be postponed. 
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lvlr.Szold suggested that the two Committees .t1ave the power to consider tho reqt~ st 
for the additional money. So far as general principle is concerned, Mr . Szold 
pointed out, one thing is perfectly clear: on the general proposition of auth­
ority, there is no question but that the 1'~inance Comrnittoe is subject, generally 
srn ~king, to the Executive. However, we learn today that the Conventi on passed 
a resolution which appears on its face to grant ~2,500 to be spent by the Finance 
Co1!li ittee without the consent of theExecutive. If that is so, it is smmthing 
specific and furni.shes no precedent for anything . 

OBGANIZATlO ~AL REPRESENTATION AT z.o.A. CONVENTION: 

The SecretarJ submitted a list of organizations that aro annually invited t o s end 
de~ates to the Z.O.A. Convention with voting rights. This practice dates back to 
1920, lir. ivlargulies pointed out. He suggeste<l that there be a definite ruling on 
this m9.tter by theExecutive, in view of the new ruling on the matter of Z.O.A. del­
egates . 

Mr. Szold moved 

THAT the officers of the Zionist Organi zation 
of Americn be empowered to decide regarding 
the ,aatter of representation of other organiza­
tions at the Z.O.A. Convention. 

The motion was seconded ,m d unanimously curried. 

FINAL MEEl'ING OF EXECUTIVE: 

It was tentatively decided to hold the final meeti ng of the Executive on Friday, 
Jwie 25. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Secretary 
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lslWlL MALTIN 

A11di10, 

111 FIFTH A VENUE 
NEW YORK 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

June ll, 1939 

I beg to direct 7our attention to the attached copy 
of a statement bf David Ben Gurion, entitled "The 
Great Betr~al", cootain:S,w a comprehensive analysis 
of the new British policy embodied in the White Paper. 

To iv knowledge, this statement, which comprises four 
whole pages in The Palestine Post, is the most expert 
and clear-cut repl.7 published by a leader of the Jewish 
Agency to the British plan. 

With Zion's Greetings, 

CA■LI: ADD .. I:■■ 

ZIONISTS 
BIENTLEY•S CODE 
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Dr. Abba Hillel SU ver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr.Silver& 

Jwie 12, 1959. 

CA■LK ADDIUI:■■ 

ZIONISTS 
BKNTLEY•S COO&: 

On behalf or·Dr. Solomon Goldman and of the Z.O.A. Executive, I cordially invite you to address the closing aesaion of the forthcoming Zionist Convention scheduled for Wednesday morning, June 28, at the Palestine Pavilion of the Hew York World's Fair. I earnestly hope that you will find it possible to send us an affinaative rep~. 

Eagerly awaiting your acceptance, I am, with kind regards, 

Sinoerel.3 yours, 

ris Margulies 
Secretary 

y 



Jun 16, 19~9 

r. orris arguli s , ecretary 
Zion!.· OrE;ani • tton or erica 
111 Fi th enue 
Ne York, N.Y. 

My de r r. rgulieea 

Thank you for your kind l tter or June 12 
and tor th invi ~tion hich you extend to me to dre~s 
the closing e. sion of the Convention of th Zionist 
Or-aniz tion or erica on June 2 Jth. As my amil n I 
are iling . or Europe on June 21st, it ill not be 
pos ibl for e to attend the Conv n ion and to acce. t 
· our kind invit~ti n. 

1th bes iehe, I re in 

' r sincere our, 

H I 



RECEIVER 0 S NUMBER 

CHECK 
NIGHT MESSAGE 

NIGHT ,f..£TTER NIGHT CABLE 
.~----t-1 LETTER - ----

RADIOGRAM 

PAfRONS SHOULD CHECK CUSS OF S£RYICI 
DESIRED. OTNIRWIS~ 11£SSAG£ WILL ■£ TRANI­
MITIED AS A f'ULL·AAT£ COIIIIUNICATION 

, on ac re ,c re 'II tag 

SUGGESTED TELEGRAM 

PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE Ul~ITED STATES 

THE PRESIDENT 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D,C, 

TIME FILED 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, BESPECTFULLY PETITION YOU, MR. PRESIDENT, 

TO GIVE FUBLIC EXPBESSION TO THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT'S SYMPATHY 

WITH THE JEWISH NATION.AL HOME POLICY UNDER THE PALESTINE 

MANDATE AND TO INTERCEDE \VI TH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO THE 

END OF KEEPING ~EN 'l'HE GATES OF THE HOLY LAND FOR A LARGESCALE 

JEWISH IMMIGRATION AND AS A HAVEN FOR THE REFUGEES. 

( SIGNATURES) 
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