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August 7, 1940. 

CABLE ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS 
B E N T L E Y •s COD E 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

You have received formal notice of the first meeting of the Executive 
for August 15th. Because of a conference being called by Mr. onsky, 
Dr. Wise snd others in connection with the Lithuanian Yeshiva problem 
on the same day, I find it necessary to advance our meeting to 4:50 
in the afternoon. I trust that this change in time will cause you no 
inconvenience. 

You m6y have wondered why I have delayed so long in calling the first 
meeting of the Executive. There were several reasons, but the most 
immediate was the following: With the conclusion of the Convention, I 
felt I needed a "bre~ther" in order to get my Zionist "sea legs". This 
as a Ship of State somewhat new to me. I required some little time to 

learn the ropes. I therefore browsed around the uffice, interviewed a 
number of people, exsrninad reports, and now feel that I have a better 
understanding of our present situation, and am the better prepared to 
discuss with you our various problems and to present certain recommenda
tions for your consideration - recommendations I deem essential to the 
proper functioning of the Z.O.A. in its various departments. 

In addition to the above, I hope we shall find time to consider the 
following matters: 

1. The establishment of a Department of Youth and 
Education, and the selection of a Director. 

2. Possible reconstitution of The New Palestine, with 
recommendations for sn editorial staff, etc. 

3. The appointment of an Assistant to the President. 

4. Possible removal of some departments to Washington. 

5. Election of a Secretary. 

6. Consideration of the budget. 



- 2 -

7. Our responsibility for, and relationship to the 
loan. 

a. Naming of Standing Conmdttees. 

I trust that you will find it possible to attend this first meeting 
of the ~ecutive, for many questions with respect to the agenda men
tioned above must be resolved before the end of the month. I feel 
that we have a mandate from the Convention to effect as much of the 
Reorganization Plan as possible. I should like to begin the practical 
work immediately. 

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

1:. Ji 
E. 
President 
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111 Fll--...rrll A'\-'ENCE 

NE"\'\---Y-Ol~K 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Mooselookmeguntick 
Maine 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

A11o.-.,,ist 14, 1940 

First, let me express the hope that you, Mrs. Silver and 
the children are having a pleasant and enjoyable summer. 

Secondly, forgive me for breaking in on you during your 
vacation to submit to you the following matter: We 
received a few letters taking exception to your having 
endorsed Mr. Willkie. I am attaching herewith copy of my 

reply. 

To you personally I would like to say as a Jew and as a 
Zionist, th tin my humble opinion it is certainly for the 
best interests of both American J eY-lS and Zionists that Zionist 
leaders should be found supporting the presidential candidates 
of both major parties. 

Am I correct ln assuming that you are a life-long Republican 
and that in 1952 you supported Hoo-ver and in 1956 you 
supported Landon? 

With best wishes and kind personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Encl. 
MM:HG 
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TO ~ MEMBERS OF 
~ EXECUTIVE: 

Dear Friend: 

August 26, 1940. 

CAl9LE AOORESS 

ZIONISTS 
B E N TL. E Y •s COD E 

Enclosed are tha minutes of the last special meeting, 
along with the full minutes of the first meeting ~f the 
hocutive. I am sending you this completo report of tho 
proceedings of thcso two mootings so that mombers of the 
Executive who could not find it possible to attend, may 
becomo familiar with tho actual business that was transacted. 

You will obsorve tbat tho decisions of these two meet
ings, leave with tho president, tasks that may bo executed 
at once. We ara getting down to work and by tho Scpta:nbor 
meeting, I hope to bo ablo to report to you on what bas 
been eompletad, as well aa our recomnendations for the 
yoar' s budget. 

I send you my thanks and appreciation for your help
fulness and cooperation. 

I. I. Kaufmann 



COPY -
Mr. Edmund I. Kaufmann, 
Zionist Organization of 
Homer Building 
Washing ton, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Kaufmann: 

LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N Y. 

President 
America 

August 27, 1940. 

I want to make sure that my name does not appear as a 
member of the Board of Editors of The New Palestine. I therefore 
am writing to you to ask tmt you remove my name from the list of 
prospective members of the Board . As I recall, you said that you 
intended to invite a certain number of persons to join the Board; 
m:t name was on that list; that list was printed in the Jewish 
Morning Journal this week, having been given out by Rabbi Breslau; 
thus far I have received no formal invitation from you to serve on 
the Board. 

, 
I must decline further association with the editorial 

staff of The ~ew Palestine, which I .have served for seven years as 
a volunteer, for the following reasons~ 

At all times during these years the Executive or the 
President of the ZOA was free to adopt any reform or improvement 
of the publication they desired; so far as the editorial contribu
tor or the managing editor was concerned, they exercised no con 
trol that cou+d not be guided by the constltuted authorities of 
the ZOA. There was nothing in the way of otmrs writing edi tori
als; the policy of the publication could have been altered; the 
quality of pap er, the format and size 01· the publication could 
have been changed and improved; the responsibility for The New 
Palestine in vital matters of policy was always in the bands of 
the administration. 

No such intervention ever took place either in the time 
of Mr. Rothenberg or Dr. Wise or Dr. Goldman. Many suggestions 
were considered but were abandoned ror various reasons. There ms 
never be en any substantial criticism of the policy of the paper 
at meetings of the Executive or of the Administrative Council. 
Any suggestion or change in managing editor or editorial contribu 
tor could m ve been ei'i'ected without the slightest difficulty. 
There were never s~gestions of1·ered that were not given immedi 
ate, careful consideration. There were, of course, complaints 
that not enough space was being given, at one time or another, to 
the United Palestine Appeal or the Jewish National Emd, or that 
personalities had not been given their due prominence; but nothing 
that seered to indicate any basic dissatiefaction with, or desire 
radically to chaq;e Tm New Palestine was recorded. On the con-



trary, at various times the Executive gave its approval and en
dorsement of editorials appearing in The New Palestine. At vari
ou5 conventions, resolutions approving of the work of the manag
ing editor were adopted. 

It was generally agreed that any change improving the con
tents or appearance of the paper would involve an expense which 
the ZOA could not afford. The Finance Committee, headed by 
Mr. Rocker, was always most vehemently against enlarging the 
bud.get of The New Palestine. During all these years the ZOA 
labored under financial difficulties. · The conclusion always was 
that it was better to let The New Palestine alone, rather than 
engage in ma.king changes that would involve expenses that could 
not be met. 

The New Palestine had many weaknesses, not all of them 
stemming from the fact tmt its budget was ~imited. At various 
meetings of the Executive I dilated upon these weaknesses am 
indicated that something radical would have to be done by the 
ZOA administration to eliminate them. The New Palestine was 
never a free newspaper. It was always bound to give service to 
fund-raising agencies vbo demanded space in The New Palestine, 
regardless of the value of their D1B.terial as reading matter in 
a publication reaching tens of thousarrls of readers. There was 
always pressure from the publicity men of the United Palestine 
Appeal, the Jewish National Fund, the Organization Department 
of the ZOA and from every minor undertaking. The mam.ging editor 
at no tine was free to treat the news as any journalist might 
treat it - from the point of view of the reader. He was com
pelled to treat the news from the viewpoint of the party inter
ested in having it printed. In other words, The New Palestine 
was always a servant of the ZOA and its aUXiliaries, and tha 
managing editor could not charge much of the contents of the 
publication without a change of policy sanctioned by the admin
istration. 

At the l::eginning of his administration in 1938, Dr.Solomon 
Goldman offered various suggestions for the improvement of The 
New Palestine. He thought it might be better if it became a 
monthly magazine. He thought, later, that a literary supplement 
should be issued with the weekly New Palestine every month. 
Neither of these proposals was translated into action not because 
of any unwillingness on the Jart of those connected with The New 
Palestine to execute them, but because of the inability of the 
President or the Executive to make up their mind as to what they 
wanted The New Palestine to become. No proposal for decision was 
ever submitted to the Executive. For the most part, the dis 
cussions were informal. 
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Notwithstan:iing the open-mindedness and the cooperativeness 
of everybody connected with The New Palestine to proceed with such changes as Dr. Goldman would approve, the general criticism of the 
Zionist administration which was involved in the Reorganization Pan was extended to include also The New Palestine. In a memorandum is 
sued to the members of the Administrative Council, Dr. Goldman him
self referred to The ~ew Palestine in derogatory terms. He made 
these matters convention issues. The New Palestine could not defend itself against these attacks without committing a breach of dis 
ciplire, and had to remain silent under this undeserved abuse. In other wards, those who could have improved The New Palestine, but 
did not do so, went about the country descanting about the insuf 
ficiency of the pubiication, and placed the responsibility upon those who were merely agents of the administration and who could not, 
under the circumstances, make these charges without approval. 

Now, after the convention is over, and the new administration undertakes to mke effective decisions arrived at in Pittsburgh, it 
is proposed, without any visible improveroont in The New Palestine 
(in fact, reducing its budget from $40,000 to $32,000), to make a 
scai:egoat of the managing editor, as i£ he were responsible for aJJ 
the shortcomings of The New Palestine, and to have him substituted 
as managing editor by a person who, as a paid agent of the politi 
cal group at the PJxtsburgh Convention, engaged in slandering th 
ZOA; and there is no suggestion of change or improveirent to reflect 
any clear, rational idea on the part of those who have come to the cone lus ion that Mr. Ca plan does not II fit in to the pie ture 11 • What 
the picture is, nobody can definitely state. What that picture will be, no one is concerned to describe. The cabal against The New Pal 
estine reduces itself to the achieverrent of a political act of 
questionable moral significance. 

It is said that Mr. Murray Gurfein was asked to look into the problem of Tne New Palestine, but neitm r myself nor Mr. Caplan was 
asked for our views or to give the benefit of our experience to 
Mr. Gurfein. But the simpLe conclusion was drawn, and approved by 
th President, that the whole situation would be met by engaging 
Mr. Alpert 01 Boston as managing editor, and removing the publica 
tion to Washington. 

Under such circumstances, it would be a stultification of the 
hard work I rave given to The New Palestine for the last seven years 
if I were to accept membership on the Editorial Boa.rd you intend to 
set up. T shall firrl otmr ways to give my cooperation to the new 
administration of the ZOA. As a matter of principle, however, I 
feel that I must register my protest against the procedure described. 

Ve:ey cordially yours, 

LL/RW 



Dear frierrl: 

LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York, N. Y. 

August 29, 1940. 

I am serrling enclosed for your personal 
information as a member of the governing body of the 
ZOA - copy of a letter I have addressed to the 
President of the ZOA. Tre letter explains itself. 

The formal letter I sent to Mr. Kaufmann 
on July 15th, after the Pittsburgh Convention, sub 
mitting my resignation as editorial writer in order 
to leave him free to make any other appointment he 
desired, remains unanswered to this day, was not sub
mitted to the Executive, which has held two meetings 
since, and was not referred to in any of the dis 
cussions in the Executive. 
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OFFICE OF THE 

PRESIDENT 

401 SLATER BUILDING 

WORCESTER . MASS. 

PRESIDENT 

JOSEPH GOLDBERG 

VICE - PRESIDENTS 

DR. EDWARD BUDNITZ 

JOSEPH JASPER 

OSCAR SWARTZ 

COUNTY VICE-PRESIDENT 

MORRIS LONG 

TRUSTEES 

PHILIP MASTERMAN 

JACOB SEGAL 

ELI STONE 

TREASURE,. 

SAUL FEINGOLD 

RECORDING SECRETARY 

DOROTHY STROGOFF 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

DR. MAX CAPLAN 

Worcester Zionist District 
WORCESTER, MASS. 

AFFILIATED WITH 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

Nov. 21, 1940 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
East 105th st., at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Year after year we have extended an invitation to 
you to address an open cultural meeting sponsored 
by the Worcester Zionist District and thus far we 
have not been fortunate enough to find you at liberty. 
I do hope ou will be able to ive us a date. ~e 
will be willing to arrange our affair any time you 
are free arrl have set aside an honorarium to coin
cide with your ordinary lecture fee. Ve are most 
anxious tomve ycu with us in the very near future. 

You have given me your assurance a number of times 
that you would visit with us soon. I do hope you 
will find an available date for us. We are anxious
ly hoping that we will et an affirmative answer by 
return mail. 

Sincerely yo 

JG:L 



ecember 1, ... 0 

r. Joseph oldb rg, r 
orcest r ' ionl t Di tr 

401 S tr Buildi 
• ,orceet r, : s. 
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It sn't t t I not appreci tive 
ot our invitation or th t I do not •• h to c 
to 7ou th t I compelled to d clin... ·our invt t ti n. 
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have been devoti 11 the time ch I c 
rroa ray ork here to t.he Uni t n Apn 
and th United J ish A?P nl, T .r v l all 
OT r the count • tor thee c co 
to £or go invi tion hie lly I 
h ve been v r ha to ace 

1th all goo ish , rmi to 
remain 
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I do not cceot y 
roupe or rom hi 

onor. ium rom Ziont t 
thropic or~----· ions. 



OF SEllVICE 

This is a full-nte 
Telegram or Cable
gram unles, Its de
ferred character ls in
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

WES TE RN ,ro, 

UNION r0:
6

} 
NEWCOMB CARLTON .J. c. WILL~itQ DEC R, B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE•PRESICEl'-lT 

SYMBOLS 

DL • Day 1.etttt 

NL•Nlaht Letttt 

LC• Defened Cable 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

NBR146 74/ 78 DL 4 EXTRA=ME 1J1PH IS TEN VI A CLEVELAND OHIO 5 
RABBI ABBA SILVFR= 

·COMMODORE HOTEL= 

DEAR RABBI SILVER: DELIGHTED TO LtARN.THAT YOU ARE SPEAKING 
HERE THURSDAY AT T~/0 OCLOCK ON THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRA.na

WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO ALO SPEAK AT A ZIONIST 
MEETING THAT IGHT FOR I OULD LIKE TO ARRANGE SAdEo WILL 
BE DELI HTED TO HAVE YOU AS Y HOUSE GUEST IF YOU WILL 

A CC E PT • W I RE A NS WE R BY 1
/ E STER U I ON C O LL EC T SO TH A T I ,,1 A Y 

START THE BALL ROLLING IF 'E CA HAVE YOUR SERVICES= 
DR LOUIS LEVY PRESIDENT ~EMPHIS ZIONIST 
DISTRICT. 

... 
THE CO.KPANT WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS PRO.IC ITS PATRO~S CONCERNING ITS Sl!lBVICII 



Dr. Louis Levy COLLECT 
President, Memphis Zionist District 
Memphis, Tenn. 

12-9-40 

THANK YOU FRY UR I VITttTION. REGRET EXCEEDINGLY oILL NOT BE .t-1BLE TO 
ADORE S I ETI G I EVENING. _ P A NING TO LEAVE I :.I.MEDIAT .... LY FT1R ~y 
ADDRESS B~FORE SOUTHERN A SOCIATION . KINDE T REGARDS 

Abba Hillel Silver 
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Cl.Ass OF SER.VICE 

This is a full- ate 
Telegram or C;; le
er-am unless its de
ferred character i ; in
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre
ceding the addreu. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

1201 

R. B. WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

NEVI/COMB CARL TON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 
FIRS T /ICE•PRESIOENT 

SYMBOLS 

DL-0.y 1.tttet 

NL-Niaht Letter 

NLT-Cable Nisht Lenrr 

Ship Racliotrram 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point or origin. Time (If receipt is ST AN DARD TIME at point of destination 

, JAN 1 Pm , 13 
NBR100 50 DL 3 EXT A=DET OIT .11ICH VIA f"E CLEVELAND OHIO 7 

RAB I BA HILLEL SlLVER= 
: CO ~ ·-~ 0 DORE HOTEL= 

. D EA R A BB A !.' E A RE BEG I f l I G A G , E T Z I ON I ST O G A r I Z A T I 0 

Er R O LL i ~ T C ivi P A I G I H E RE • V/ E ~1 U ST A V E I • S P I R I 1
1 G f1 LL Y 

OF THE EtJTI RE CO\ lU 11 TY \,E fJEED YOU FOR A LARGE . ASS 

i\ E ET I NG PL f\ ED TUES DA Y r I G T J A U A R 2 1 W I LL CI: A 1 GE DA TE 

FOR YOUR CONVEMIENCE . PLEASE JI . E OR TELEPHO E EPLY 

COLLECT= 

ABB I LEON FRA • 

2 1 • THE CO!>ir A.~ WILL APPRECIATE SUOGESTIOXS FRO I ITS p ATUO. · s co. "CEn. "ING ITS SERVICII 



~/~nt?dwn da& 
Y/~1a'Jef ,o/ #/rdilim~ 

~ tiut 

Rabbi bb . illel 
c/o The Temple 
&ist 1n5 h stree 
Cleveland, Ohio 

De&r Abba z 

Jfln r 8 , 
19 

at sel Io d 

I tried to et you y ' hone and by telegr~. Yo av 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

January 21, 
19 41 

F.ast 105th st. at Ansel Roei.d 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Deer Abba, 

I want to tell you how keenly I regret that you are 
not able to accept our invitation to address the 
climactic meeting of tne Zionist Enrollment Campaign 
in Detroit. 

I fully sympathize lfi th the reasons you gave for 
being unable to s&rve us at this particular time. 

We need tae stimulus of your voice here in Detro l t 
and we shall call upon you again. I hope that the 
next time circumstances will be favorable for your 
acceptance. 

Wi tn kindest personal greetings, I am 

LF 
• • 
LL 

Sincerely yours. 

Rabbi Leon Fram 
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THIRTY-FOUR W. SIXTH ST. • CINCINNATI, OHIO • Phone PArkway 7345 

February 13, 1941 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I would like to find out from you 
how to get my foot in the door of a very 
busy man - the same being yourself. 

I am coming up to Cleveland, in 
response to an invitation from ,r. H. A. 
Levy, Executive ecretary of your Temple, 
to meet with a committee regarding Union 
finances. 

Our financ·a1 situation is bad, 
but it has always been bad, so there is 
nothing new about that. fe are facing 
a crisis that will demand more than fin
ancial assistance. That's what I'd like 
to talk to you about. 

ly meeting in Cleveland is Tues
day, February 18. I wonder if you could 
squeeze in a half hour for me sometime 
during the day. I am prepared to stay 
a day over, February 19, if that is more 
convenient for you. 

I shall call you up on my arrival 
for a more definite appointment. 

·1th kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

G"" : SG 
Sec;~-
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TO THI CHAIBV.P Of 
ZIONIST DIS'l'RtC'!'St 

Dear JTiend: 

March 19, 1941. 

CA ■ L.E AOO~ESS 

Z I ON I STS 
eE N T L. E Y's COO£ 

We are now completing the first half of the current fiscal 
year - an occasion which calls for a survey of our membership 
situation. 

Reluctantly I must pouit out that the progress bas not been 
gratifying. J.S of Karch 17th payment has been received by us 
for 26,826 meni>ers, covering renewals and new members enrolled 
since October 1, 1940. True, this represents a slight improve
ment over the same period last year - last :;ear's figures 
being 26,420 - but it is by far an unsatisfactory figure, one 
that should prove sufficiently '\lDSatisfactoey to spur you and 
your associates to immediat e and drastic efforts towards im
proving this year fs record. 

A.notber fact that I would like to bring to your attention is 
that the enrollment of new member• has not kept pace with that 
of the previous year. As of March 1, 1941, onl7 4·-,016 new -members were secured, as against 6,512 for the same period 
last year, 

Though• n,aber of Districts have cooperatec1 fully and done a 
commendable job, I am obliged to point out that many Districts, 
notwithstanding promiaes made and assurances given, have thus 
far failed not only to improve on last 7oar's reoord, but even 
to equal it. It ls not, howeYer, too 1ate to chan~ the situa
tion and actually attain the desired results, provided 7our 
meni>erabip effort ia ianediately intensified. 

In the folder on Zionist K•bership mailed to you during the 
first wee1c in l>ec•ber, a number of SilggeBtions were made out
lining in detail aethods to be pursued for the l&unching of 
your ••bershlp activ1ties 41 Have you tried any of these 
methods? Those bistricts that have utilized these suggestion• 
have reported an appreciable increase in their membership en
roll.Jlent. 

This memberahip folder also contains a dr&ft of a District 
Constitution &Di a text of a ritual for the inatallation of new 
members, aa well as a proposal for constituting an effective 
District ~cut ive Comnlttee. I am eager to lmow whether this 
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latter suggestion bas received your consideration. I am convinced 
that uhere a District Executive committee is organized along the 
lines indicated in that proposal, a distinct improvomont· in all 
phasos and aspects gf the organization will take plRce. 

A.re you in need of any manbership material - pamphlets, Zionist 
membership "kits", membership application blanks, temporary receipt 
books, posters? We shall be glad to send you any quantity of these 
you may desire. 

Would it be of any help to you were we to furnish you with a list 
of your members from whom dues have not as yet been received? This 
list can bo made to include not only the 1939-40 m~nbers, but also 
those who had beon members in provious yoars, and who hA.d failed 
to renew their membership during the last year. If such a list will 
prove helpful, please write me and the list will be i~JT'ediatoly 
mailed to you. 

If there is any othor wrw in which we can assist you -- with speakers 
ot Palestine films for your public meetings - please do not hesi
tate to call upon us. 

I feel certain that you will agree that this year, even more so than 
in previous yoars, it ls imperative that we enlarge the numtrical 
strength of the organization. I earnestly appoal to you and your 
associa~es to devote the forthcoming weeks to an intensive and pro
ductive membership activity. 

ffith best wishes and Zion's Greetings, I am 

//,Sincerely yours, 

tt{h-1~ 
Morris W~rgulies 
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TO MEMBERS OF THE Z. O.A. EXECUTIVE, 
ADW.INISTRATIVE COJ.lll!TTEE, CHAIRMEN 
AND SECRETARlES OF ZIONIST DISTRICTS: 

Dear Friends: 

V.arch 24, 1941. 

CABI.. E AOORCSS 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY 'S COO£ 

Aid to Brit~in has now become the ostablished policy of the 
American people and goverment. 

\Thile our government is doing ~hat it can to rush defense 
supplies to England, American citizens, individually and in 
groups, are called upon to provide aid for the British popu
lation. Tho most desired forrn of aid is mobile kitchons for 
the bomb-periled civil population of England. 

The Jews of AJnerica must not and will not be found delinquent 
in doing their share, for it is well recognized that the fu
ture of the Jewish people everywhere is bound up with the 
fate of Britain. 

As part of the Inter-Faith COl!III!ittee to Aid the Democracies, 
a Je~ish Section, sponsored by representative Jewish loaders, 
and of t'lh ich I am a Vice-Chairman, has been organized,. In 
cooperation with the British ~ar Relief Society, it has adop
ted as its program the raising of funds to provide hundreds 
of mobile kitchens for the British population. Tho cost of 
one such unit is $2,000. 

While every Jewish orgMization will want to have a share in 
this humane undertaking so vital for maintaining the norale 
and physical uelfare of the valiant British nhose battle is 
our battle as rtell, Zionists should be p ticularly active 
and the Zionist record should be particularly outstanding 
for reasons which ht\rdly neod elaboration. True enough, 
wbatev€r we do for Palestine is also a servico to tho cause 
of Britain, but in addition to whatever ~e are doing for 
Palestine, direct aid to Englrmd and its people would be 
greatly appreciated. \1hile the l3ritish people are being 
pounded by bombs, we must keep sending aid. 

Any individual 'or organization raising the full amount for 
a mobile kitchon is entitled to have its name inscribed upon 
the canteen. 



. 
Uo Rppeal to your District and Region to do its utmost. Let 
it not be said that Jews ~re unready to translate their sym
pathy into practical and desperately needed help. In addition 
to r,hatever other worthwhile endeavors in which you aro en
gated, the Aid to Britain project is a •must•, 

This effort must be cornpletod r.1thin the near future. ~e know 
~e can roly upon you to find the best available means for your 
District and Region making their maximum contribution. Please 
appriso us of your plans. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Resolution adopted at the 
last ~eeting of t~o z.o.~. ~xocutive with reference to this 
t!lRtter. 

Checlcs should bo made out to the British ~ar Relief Society 
and sent caro of tho J0~ish Section of tho Inter-Faith Com
mittee to lid the Democracies, 57 rrilliarn Stroot, Now York City. 

~ith Zion's Greetings, 

Sincer~y yo s, 

,£. JIP'l,, fr ~ 
I 

F;imun I. taufcann 



RESOLUTION ------------ -· - - - .... --- - - -

Tho Zionist Organization of America heartily endorses tho 

purpose and program of the Inter-Faith Comrnitteo to Aid tho 

Domocracies and welcomes the establishment Of the Jewish Section 

of that Corrmitteo which in cooperation \11th tho British ~Rr · Ro

lief Society, is seeking to enlist tho participation of Jewish 

organizations and individuals in the all-American e:fort to 

provido mobile kitchens and other forr.£ of aid for t:c ]ritish 

population. 

The Zionist Organization of &r10rica calls upon every Zion

ist District and Region in the country to respond generously 

to the appeals which ~111 be rnado in behalf of the Jewish Section 

of the Inter-FRith Comnitteo to Aid the c~ocracios. 

Sharing the overwhelming desire of the American Government 

and people to come to t.e aid of Britain in this period of crisis 

for democracies, tho Zionist Organiz~tion of .. orica looks to its 

constituencies throughout the country to take a loadin part in 

giving tangible expression to our sense of fello~ship with tho 

valiant British people and with the cause thoy are dofendirg ~1th 

their lives. 

(~dopted E.C.mtg-~/19/41) 
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LARONGE AND KANE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

837 UNION C OMM ERCE BL D G. 

MA RV I N J. L AR O N GE 
I RVING KANE 
M . R . SCHLESINGER 
R O BER T D ESBER G 

Rabbi Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

April 4, 1941 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

TELEPHONE 

MAIN BB9B 

I. L. Kenen has talked with me about taking 
charge of a project in behalf of the Cleveland Zionist Dis
trict involving the raising of funds for mobile kitchens for 
Britain. I talked with him only briefly on the telephone 
but as I understand it this is something being urged upon 
all Zionist groups by the Washington office and would pro
bably be accomplished through some sort of a public enter
tainment rather than the direct solicitation of funds. 

It was Kenen's thought and mine too t hat 
it would be a nice thing for a l l of t he Zionist groups in 
Cleveland to engage in a joint effort of this kind, and 
that is rrry purpose in writing. 

It goes without saying that noth.1~ of the 
kind should be undertaken until after the Welfare Fund cam
paign is over but it might be well f or a small committee 
to consider the matter in the meantime. 

Kenen tells me that there has been a steering 
committee which was rormed in connection with the budgetary 
problems in the national campaign and that t h is local 
committee representing all of the Cleveland Zionist groups 
could consider the matter. 

It sounds like an exce ptionally fine project 
to me and I should be glad to do what I can to help. I know 
how busy you must be now but if you can take the time either 
to call me or designate someone from tha group to discuss 
the matter, I will appreciate 1 t. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

/ ' 
/ 

Sincerely yours, 

f 
IK:FS 



April 7, 1941 

Mr. Ining. e 
S7 Un on C0m11crce Bl • 

Clevel&nd, Ohio 

y d r ri nda 

Thank you for your kind let er ot 
April 4. I am inter eted in t ou say about the 
Zioni t Or aniza ion or Am rlca . ving urged 
Zionist roupe tori~• 1\mde o~ obil ~itchena 
for Britain. The CleTel nd Zioni t c1et7 has 
received no uch re .ue t. I ng hether 
you v the re olution of th tonl t Or ani'"' tion 
of merica v 11 l. I ould appr oi te receiving 
a copy ot it so th,t I y pr ent it to th fortb
comin met ng of th o rd of the Clevel nd Z1on1 t Society. 

1th all g he~, I re in 

V cy co 1117 1our, 

• aB 
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aprU 9, 1941 

A"'4~·1l'U I. •• autraarm 
Or ani tion o 

s 
aa i , D • 

... 

ply to ur tele ram i tound 
on pa e1 10 nd 11 of the finute of the 
ZOA Exec tive meting of arch 19. I 111 
have mo,..9 to. y bout it t the a ropriat• 
i111e. 
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MARVIN J. LARONGE 
IRVINO KANE 
M . R . SCHLESINGER 
ROBERT DESBERG 

LARONGE AND KANE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

837 UNION COMMERCE BLDG. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

April 12., 1941 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
'Ihe Temple 

Street East 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I am enclosing herewith 
communication of the Zionist Organization 
of' America toget 1.er with a copy of their 
resolution relative to the raising of' funds 
for mobile kitchens f'or Britain. I shall 
appreciate very much your advising me further 
after you have had an op ortunity to con
sider the same. 

Sincere1O 

-

IK: 
1 enc. 

TELEPHONE 

MAIN 8898 



PrNldent 
DANIEL ELLISON, Baltimore 

Vice President• 
HYMEN GOLDMAN, Washington 

Chairman, Jewish National Fund 

ISIDORE HERSHFIELD, Washington 
Chairman, Budget and Finance 

LEONARD G. KARP, Portsmouth 
Chairman, Zionist Youth 

ISAAC POTTS, Baltimore 
Chairman, Speakers and Program 

JOSEPH W. SPECTOR, Baltimore 
Chairman, Membership 

Zionist State Chairmen 
A. S. CHABY, Wilmington, Del. 
NATHAN B. KRES, Baltimore 
THEODORE NACHISON, Baltimore {Asso.) 
ARTHUR TAUBMAN, Roanoke, Va. 
ARTHUR GOODMAN, Charlotte, N. C. 

Honorary Vlc:e President■ 
RABBI ISADORE BRESLAU, Washington 
MORTON CUSHNER, Norfolk 
BERNARD DANZANSKY, Wazhington 
DAVID FRIEDMAN, Norfolk 
JUDGE JOSEPH FROMBERG, Washington 
DR. UOSES GELLMAN, Baltimore 
JOSEPH L. HECHT, Norfolk 
PAUL HIMMELFARB, Washington 
DR. LOUIS L. KAPLAN, Baltimore 
JACOB J. STEIN, Fayetteville 

Treasurer 
PAUL GORDON, Baltimore 

Executive Director 
SI A'ON J. LEVIN, Baltimore 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
COMMITTEE 

LOUIS E. SPIEGLER, Chairman 
Washington 

Benjamin Arenstein, Richmond 
Dr. Lewis Berlin, Norfolk 
Gustave Bisgyer, Baltimore 
Miss Goldie B. Brenner, Newport News 
W. Austin Brodie, Wilmington, Del. 
Albert Cohen, Richmond 
Harry Cohen, Wilmington, Del. 
Louis Cohen, Martinsburg, W. Va. 
Joseph Davidson, Baltimore 
Dr. Herman Eisenberg, Washington 
E. J. Evans, Durham 
Sigmund Feinblatt, Baltimore 
Mrs. E. J. Filtzer, Baltimore 
Aaron Finger, Wilmington, Del. 
Rev. I. K. Fii:her, Newport News 
Irving Frankel , Charlotte 
Joseph 0 . Freiman, Baltimore 
Fabbi Irving Ganz, Roanoke 
Mizs Marian Gottleib, Baltimore 
Rabbi Eugene Greenfield, Portsmouth 
Aron Gros ·, Richmond 
Rabbi Edward L Israel, Baltimore 
Harry Kairys, Baltimore 
Mrs. Harry Kairys, Baltimore 
Charles D. Kanter, Portsmouth 
$a:m.:el J. Ke1Ser, Baltimore 
Mr:: Law once Koenigsberger , Via hington 
Miss Rose L. Kornblatt , Baltimore 
S. R. Krinsky, Wilmington, Del. 
A e Krulewitch, Baltimore 
Reuben H. Levenson, Baltimore 
Max Levinson, Newport News 
LeRoy Lipman, Baltimore 
Dr. E. J. Lipson, Richmond 
Harry Madan1ck, Baltimore 
Philip Michalovo, Greensboro 
Mrs. Moe Ollenberg, Washington 
George O:.sip, Cumberland 
Rabbi Paul Reich, Norfolk 
Daniel Robinson, Asheville 
Mrs. Louis Samuels, Baltimore 
t ,rs Wm. Saxon, Baltimore 
Rabbi Henry Segal, Washington 
Mrs. Israel Shapiro, Baltimore 
M. L. Snyder, Baltimore 
Simon E. SobeloU, Baltimore 
Harry Sollod, Petersburg 

''Zionism aim■ to create a publicly ... 
cured, legally aasured home for the 
Jewish people in Paleatine." 

-The Baale Platform. 

SEABOARD ZIONIST REGION 
(Maryland, Virginia, District of Columbia, North and South Carolina, Delaware) 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
226 HEARST TOWER BUILDING 

PHONE, PLAZA 0725 

Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
c/o The Temple 

sel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

April 15, 1941 

l ay I respectfully call your attention to ~ communication 
of Maroh 31st. In that letter, you will reoall we asked 
you to send greetings to the 19th annual Seaboard Zionist 
and Hadassah Regional Confere oe, on behalf' of' the United 
Palestine Appeal , of Ylhioh you are liational Chainnan. 

I want to reiterate again, that it vdll please the delegate• 
and guests no end to have your good wishes and greetings 
read at our 19th Annual Conference to be held in the Chamber-:. 
lin Hotel, Old Point Comfort, Va., Saturday: night ~a and 
. onday, lay 3rd, 4th and 5th, 1941 e -~"""= 

T 
am 

you for your kind oomplianoe with this request, I 

Sincerely yours• 

Simon J. in 
Executive Dtteotor 

.. 

Samuel Steinbach, Baltimore 
Isaac H. Taylor, Ellicott City 
Mrs . Raphael Tourover, Washington ZION I ST 5 
I. S. Turover, Washlngton • RTIEnD 

19th ANNUAL CONFERENCE • S.ebo.rd Re9ion 
Chamberlin Hotel • Old Point Comfort. V •• ~i:: mnY : 1941 HADASSAH 



MARVIN J. LARONGE 

IRVING KANE 
M . R . SCHLESINGER 

ROBERT DESBERG 

LARONGE AND KANE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

B 3 7 U NI ON COM M ER CE BLDG. 

CLEVELAND , OH 10 

pril 28, 1941 

Rabbi Abba Hillel S lver 
The Temple 
East 105th Str et and Ansel Road 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear abbi S lver: 

I am wondering whet er I 
could have sone word from you in the next 
day or two concerning joint action by the 
Zionist Organiza ions in raisinb funds for 
mobile k tchens for ri ain. Yo11 will 
recall my let ers of pr 11th and Apr .1 12th 
on the subject. As stated be or, it is y 
tho ht to postpone def nite at on until 
after the Welfare Fund c 1paign but I feel 
i ~av sable that a on conm ttec discuss 
the mat er ~rior to that date. 

1 vit k ndest reg ards, I am 

IK: FS 

TELEPHONE 

MAIN 8898 
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TELEPHONE 

MICHIGAN 4480 

EDMUND I. KAUFMANN 

Prnidmt 

DI.. HAJUlY flllEDEN'IVALO 

JUDGE JULIAN W. MACK 

Ho11. Viu-Preiidents 

DR. 5oLOMON GoLDMAN 

DI'.. lsuu GoLDSTEIN 

Louis LIPSKY 

JUDGE MOlllllS ROTHENBERG 

DI'.. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

ROBERT SzoLD 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE 

V1u-Prrside11ts 

JUDGE LoUJS E . UVINTHAL 

1720 -16~':1 STREET, N.W. 
WASHINGTON.D.C. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 8th, 1941 

I- The present fiscal year is dravring to a close. I am, 

CABLE AODRESS 

ZIONISTS 
BENTLEY'S CODE 

therefore, writing to you as a District Chairman and asking that 
you take steel' of the present status of your District and con
sider ,mat needs to be done and what can be done to complete your 

Chaim11111, Nat'/ Admi11. Cownci€nrollment for the year. 

Louis P. ROCKER 

Tre11s111er 

)RVING D . LtPltO'IVITZ 

Chair111,m, Fi11a11u Co111111it1u 

RABBI l ADORE BRE LAU 

Ex c11tfre Direclor 

EXECUTIVE 

ROBERT M . BERNSTEIN 

DR. BARl'l:ETT R. BRICKNER 

ISRAl:l B. BRODIE 

JUDGE HFNRY ELLENBOGEN 

ALBERT K. EP TEIN 

JuD<.1: HARRY M . FISHER 

)A 08 fl HMAN 

DANIEL fRI H 

ABRAHAM GoLOIIERG 

AIIRAIIAM GOLDSTEIN 

CECIL R. Gol'.DON 

MURRAY I. GUIIFEIN 

DR. JAMES G . HELLER 

DR. EDWARD l. ISRAEL 

MORDECAI KONO ITZ 

DR. HAUi J. LEVINE 

DR. I RAEL H . LEVINTHAL 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

AARON RICHE 

CHARLES ROSENBLOOM 

BERNARD G. RUDOLPH 

WA z. SHAPIRO 

URL SHUMAN 

IMON SHETZER 

ELIHU D. STONE 

Associate J\lm1bt1rs 

MR . MOSES P. EPSTEIN 

ALFRED J. KAHN 

NATANEL CoHEN 

Our records show that as of ~y 1st, your membership is 
428 as conpared to 604 for the last fiscal year. You still have 
a long way to go not alone to reach last year's record, but more, 
particularly, to surpass it. 

lease realize that in the last analysis , the test of 
District direction and District succes, rill be measured pri
rr.arily in terms of membership enrollment• re have pro. • sed our
selves an increa ed enrollment for the year as evidence of our 
loye.lty to our movenent and as an expression of our confidence 
in the future of the Yishuv . I trust you will consider 1·dth the 
leaders of your District, ways and means leading to the fulfill
ment of this promise . Though we are beset by many demands, we, 
,·:ho will be held accountable for a stronger ZO , nru.st accept this 
work as our first responsibility. lease let me hear from you. 

II- The Administrative Council at its last meeting, set the 
next Convention for the first part of September. 'Ibe election of 
delegates to the Convention, hovrever, v ill be, as in the past, on 
the basis of your menbership as of June 30th and in accordance with 
the provisions of Article VIII of the Constitution. Your enrol~ 
ment, therefore, must be completed by that date. 

III- Enclosed is a copy of the Constitution. On pages 8 and 9, 
you will find the provisions relative to the election of members to 
the Administrative Counci • ccording to these provisions, your 
District is entitled to 1 representative on the Council. The final 
determination, however, of the number, carmot he de until we have 
your complete membership record on June 30th. I the 1ational t1em.ber
ship shows an increase, which is uite likely, there will have to be 
in some instances a sli ;ht readjustment. I v,ould sur., est that you 
proceed with the election of your representati e to the Council. 



Dr . bba Hillel Sil er - 2- 5/8/41 

With the best of .:ood wishes for your success ~nd vii th 

deep apprec·ation for your help, 

IB :bg 
encl 

Corciiap.y yours , / 

r _ . ~~~t'c .({:; A,_ - L <-:>--
Isadore Breslau 
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TELC P HONC 

MICHIGAN 4480 

EDMUND I. KAUFMANN 

Prnidr/11 

D R. H AR.RY fRJEDENWALD 

JUDGE JULIAN W . MACK 

H on. V1u-Prnident1 

DR. SotOMON GotDMA 

DR. I RAH GotDSTEI 

Lour LIPSKY 

JUDGE MORRI ROTHENBERG 

DR. ABBA H11 LEL ILVER 

R OBERT ZOLD 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISC 

V1ce-Prn1dm11 

Juocc Lours E. LEVINTHAL 

Cha1r111.i11, Nat'/ Ad111111. Co11nol 

L ours P. R OCKER 

T rt·n111rrr 

I RVI G D . LrPKO ITZ 

Chtttrm,111, F111a11u Co,1111111/e 

RABBI I ADORE BRC LAU 

£-.:u11111 e D,rert or 

EXECUTIVE 

ROBLRT M. BERNSTEIN 

DR. BAR ' ETT R . BRICKNER 

I. RAl:l. B BRODIE 

JUDGE H~ RY ELLENBOGEN 

ALBERT K . fp TCIN 

JUDGE HARRY M. fr HER 

}AC.OB fl IIMAN 

DA "11:l FRI H 

ABRAHAM Goll)IIERG 

AIIRAIIAM GOLDSTll 

CtCIL R. GoRDON 

MURRAY I. GURl'LIN 

DR. JAME G . H ELLER 

DR. ED ARD L I RAH 

MORDE Al Ko O ITZ 

DR. H ARRI. J. L[VINl 

DR. I RAEL H . LEVINTHAL 

EM ANUEL NEUMAN 

A ARON RICHE 

CHARLE. R o ENBLOOM 

BER ARD G . R UDOLPH 

EZRA Z. SHAPIRO 

CARL SHFRMAN 

IMON HETZLR 

ELIHU D . TONE 

Auoau/c Mn11bu1 

MR . Mo P. EP TEIN 

ALFRED J . KAHN 

NATA El OHEN 

1720 - 16~1;1 S TREET, N.W. 
"\\YASHI~GTON.D.C . 

Babbi .Abba Hillel Silver 
The femple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

Kay- 9, 1941 

CABLE ADDRESS 

Z I O NIS TS 
B ENTLEY.S CODE 

1'he general membership ai tuation throughout t he eountr7 
disturb• me very much. We have still a long way to go 
even to approximate our goal. I have therefore asked 
Mr. Morrie Margulies to make a special tour of some of 
our commun1 tie a in behalf of membership. Yours is one 
of the communities I have asked him to viait. 

I truat you will give him every cooperation and arrange 
for him to meet with the leaders and key- men of your 
District. Mr. Margu.liea will be available for parlor 
meetings in behalf of the President I a Chapter enrollment, 
a public meeting for membership aa well as for informal 
meetings w1 th workers. I n order for hie tour to be pro
ducti ve, I must ask you to give him every es sential assis
tance possible and arrange all necessary plans for hie 
coming. 

With Zion• e greetings, 

Cordi 

t; 

P.S. Mr. Margt1].1•• plane to be with 7~ J'riday, Saturdq 
and &mdq - Jane a:>th to the 22nd.. 



TELEPHONE 

MICHIGAN 4480 

E DMUND I. K AUFMANN 

Prnident 

DR. HARRY FRJEDENWALD 

JUDGE JULIAN W . MACK 

H em. V1u-Prnide111s 

DR. 5oLOMON GotDM AN 

D R. lsRACL GoLDSTEIN 

LoUIS L rP K Y 

J UDGE M ORR! R OTHENBCRG 

Drt . ABBA H ILLEL ILVER 

ROIIERT ZOLD 

D R. STEPHEN S. ll,[ 

Vue-Pnmdmts 

Juocr: L OU! E . L EVINTH AL 

Chn1r111,m, Nat'/ Ad111111. Co,mril 

Lou1 P R OCKER 

TreaJNltr 

I RVI 'G D. LIPK OWITZ 

Cha1r111,111, Fi11a11u Co11111111tu 

RABBI I ADORE BRE LAU 

Exu11111 D,rutr,r 

EXE T IVE 

R ORI RT M B LRN TEIN 

DR. BAR lTT R. B1u K ER 

I RAFL B B rtODIC 

Jurx,r H r NRY ELLENBOGr 

ALIILRT K EP Trr 

Jurx,1 H ARRY M. l'ISIIER 

JACOB Fr IIMAN 

D AMEL FRI H 

ABRAIIA I GOLDIICRC. 

AIIRAIIAM GOLDSTll 

CEUL R GORDON 

MURRAY I UltfLI 

DR. JAML G . H ELLER 

D R. ED ARD L I RA[L 

M ORDECAI K ONO ITZ 

DR. H AUi J . LCVIN[ 

Ort . I RAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

E MANUEL N FUM ANN 

AAllON RICH E 

CHARL ' R o ENBLOOM 

8 1 It /\RD G. R UDOLPH 

EzRA Z. HI\PIRO 

ARL Hl·RM AN 

.IMON H ETZCR 

ELIH 0. TONI! 

Assnaatt Altmbers 

M R . M o P. EP TEIN 

A Uii.ED J KAHN 

NATANEL CoHL 

17 2() - l(j~J;l ~-vrREET. N. ,v: 
, V_..\..8 J 11N GT<) "N. D. C. 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

May 16th, 1941 

CABLE ADDRESS 

ZION I STS 
BENTLEY'S C O DE 

There remains but six weeks for the completion of our 
enrollment for the present year. Though our Convention has been 
advanced to September, election of delegates will be based on 
your membership as of June 30th, 1941. 

I must ask you to convene immediately a meeting of your 
Executive and key men for the purpose of completing your enroll
ment. Read this message to t hem and i mpress them with the impor
tance of completing your membershi p work within the next weeks. 

Palestine is in grave danger. To protect its interest, we 
need to close our ranks and present a common strong front. To 
match the courage of the Yishuv, we must give expression of our 
loyaltJ to them. Enroll every Jew in your community as a member 
of the ZOA. 

These last weeks, I have been visiting communities every
where in behalf of membership. I'm doing all that one man can 
do. You must give me your help. 

You must not fail. You cannot fail Palestine. Heed this 
call. It is urgent. Complete your enrollment. Send in your 
memberships at once. 

With Zion's greetings, 

Cordially yours, 

t[ 
EIKabg 



Dear Rab Si var: 

I. L. KENEN 
1361 Dorsch Road 
South Euclid, Ohio 

y 26, 1941 

I thouP-ht that I would supplement our hurried telephone 001versation of Stmday mornin ith a letter . 

In pril , • ufmaru tele -;raphed the vu i us districts asking for meetincs in behalf of the presiden 1 s chapter . I 
responded vith an invitation to • au:rma.nn to come here personal .. but I su :est.ad that '8 could do nothin until after l relfe.re 
Fund campaign . In the mean • • e the ei h District su o.;e ted 
joint efforts b., all the d istricts . ~ . uf'mann ~ot ,hat he could not oome d subse ~ ontly the 1 ei hts istriot invitea • ise 
here . was unable to cane and la.st ~eek called Rabbi reslau and asked for a speaker . He 1 ired me Thurs ny evenin t a Rabbi 
Israel •rould be ava. ilable June 4 . I calle yen Friday but you vrere out of tovm . 

Ona June 4 • we r t annir!00 a dinner for 50 to 75 people at the kvvood Club and th I" ol l O\ilfin • v nin a ·e 1ernl members ip meetin at t 10 Euoli :mn e Templ • is our hope hat all 
enora.l Zionists can 1 ork toe;ether on his • Rabbis .LJriolmer • 

Cohen , Ros tha.l and a number of others have been asked to send out invitations to prospective members of the .President's Chapter for tho Oa,ln,rood lub dinner . 

Durit).g my brief tenure in office in tl a Di tr iot , I ha 
received a. ntunber of o unioa.tio s fnom the nationAl office hich., it seems to me , should be disposed of b joint action of a.11 looal 
Zi nist roups . It occurs to me that same meohani li e the litt lo steerin oomnit i h you formed urin~ tl e UP. - JDC fi ht should be established . h·s oul eliminate duplication of effort and 
mate motion anc ·,ould result in more effective o.otion . refer to such proposalG as the establishment of a loo l alestino committee, su t~sted in a recent let r from a.shin on , t o handle Zionist 

public rel tio , eto; the appeal for mobile ki t chens for ritain; 
an er of related natters . I should like to talk thio over rith you a.t your conve1ien a. 

Sinoer 1 ., 
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CHARLES J. ROSENBLOOM 
!521 UNION TRUST BUIL..DING 

PITTSBURGH. PENNSYLVANIA 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
East 105 Street & Ansel Road, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear r. Silver: 

June 9th., 1941. 

It is 1ith great reluctance that I make the following request 
of you, for I know that your time and energy are taxed to the 
limit. 

I would like to have you address the Tri State Zionist Region 
which will hold its annual conference on Sunday, July 13th. 
The conference will not be confined to membership activities 
alone, but will also conern itself with r lems confronting 
the nited Palestine Appeal in thi region. 

The Zionist leaders and their constituents in this area have 
been eager for years to greet and honor you at one of their 
conferences. 

I, therefore, hope you will be able to find the time and 
energy to come to Pittsburgh on that day to peak to us. 

With kinde t regards, I am 

CJR:bg 

President, 

TRI STATE ZIONIST REGION. 



MORRIISOn HOT{L 
LEONARD HICKS MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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CAdillac 1040 

Midt,iga:n'1 HMM Jewiah Publica.tion 

Detroit Jewish Chronicle 

Dr• Abba Hillel Silver 
T'. r:; T~ FLE 
Clcvcl nd, o. 

Dear Dr . Silv r, 

52S WOODWARD AVE. 
Detreit, .... 

July 3, 1941 

Y 0u ,,ill r CPi ve a cop, of our today ' s i · sue in v1 1ich you ,1ill 
ind my brief revic \/ of / OUr TH~ . o-:i1.) CrtIG ,.. A'·n JZ r t"'-~ SURVIV' L. 

'le hear ru:-iors heir(abo ts thut you are considerin:=- accepting a 
call to th Prcsi,.t enc; of t e Z O • If you do, you can count on my \/hole -
hea rted supuort . ! liaprened to be the onlJ ~trait del ~·u te at th Pittsbur h 
convention to op'Jose the r sent "le der . ' /. lso, I was a· ,on: t·1ose in the 
op ~osition who urged that you be called to st in en to h lp retbin a sense 
of tr~Jitio:nol denency in Amcricc1n 0ionirn1 . confident that if you ace pt 
r> c 11 to the r csi(. ncy th--t ioni!"m vlill g~in com into it~ o .n . 

~incerely 1ours , 

Philip Slomov:tz 
i; itor 
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Dr. Abba Hi llel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dea r Dr . Silver: 

August 26, 1941 

Enclosed please fi d durrent issue of 01r publication in which is 
included your article on "The :Yor k of the UPA" . I trust that 
we shall be privil ed t o publ ish another article from you soon, 
perhap s in our Chanfkah Issue, which .till be published in December, 
nafi s planned to make quite n el bor te issue . 

lit kindest regards , I am, 

RRK:B ·r 
Enc. 

Your s vety truly, 

R. R. Kaufman 
EDITOR 



STATE Z T OF TH.~ fRESID.:. T 

T is , I nn told , is the little convention . Th is is a body -- thr-t 
b ot~ ~en conventionij , is the surrene uuthority in the z . c . A. Your Fresidont-
your officers -- your executive connitteo , arc your servants to whon you hnvo 
dLl ,gated s eci 1 ~owers in order to carry out effectively, tho pro6 ran and 
the objectives o·f otir s ov~ent . 

··~At th ~ first noetin6 of tho E""{ecutive, I tri ed to □nke clec.r ,hat \70uld 
bt~ ny olicy in relationshi to □y fellow 1r.enbGrs on th0 Executive , as uoll 
as to the nenbershi at lnrg0 . You have orha s reE.d ny st .. tcn1;.;nt , ['.Ild you 
nay recall v:hat I said then . And so , I r e ent nou, -- th, -t I face thG y e r I s 
zork :i th con l c t e in rtiali ty and I 1..;xpcct the sane attitude on th t.; art 
of ev cryon J else concerned with the pro er functionifl6 of tl e z .• A. I shoul 
lik0 th:i.. t v:e t-woid all olitics , forget 11 political consideration s , and tur n 
togeth er to the only ·ob ue nre asked to do , and that is -- to so increase our 
streng th that ue can brinG the highest noasure of hel tot e u ,buildinc of 
tho J e, ish N tion?l Hon in Palestine . There s ccn s to nG but on~ thing f or 
you and no to do -- Y:ork for Eretz- Israel . This is not tho tir,1') to l ose our
selves in factional quarr ls . The tines are too svrious -- the nedds are too 
ur&e nt . Every ounce of our strenrth and energy , every o ·,er Tie o sess , oust 
be directed at c onstructive uork to fill the needs of the Yishuv . This r·ey 
be difficult it nay be hard to 6 iv up the h bits of bygone year s , but I 
an sur e that if you and ! · -will it , it cnn ha, en ; and it cDn bo done . 

e are o?reed th t e have entered a nu·.· se of the Zi on ist novenc,nt 
in ~rica. e have r oached the d·cy- TThen .e rmst nak1J AI c ricnn Je,wry un a r -
sten that Palestine and the J e~ish future in ralestinc is the concer~ , not 
nerely of Zionists , but of ev ery J .., in Anerica. I hn.ve said this b (, fore , '-
I say it today -- and you nay b e sure thnt you ill he~ re sey it a -a in and 
, .ain thro -hout Py adninistrution -- until cv Pry J eu in e rica believes it , 
and acce ts it . You and I nust nako 1 t our business to r.1aJc-. this vi u o .ular . 
You an I nust s ecur e its acce tanc8 by all our fellow Ar.crican Jer:s . The 
evonts, the facts of .r e s ,;nt day J0wish life thro hout th uorld , de an that 
ev ery J uw interest ed in tho solution of Je•rish honole ssness, g iv•~ his su ort 
t o Palestine and to Zion ist action in b h~lf of Palestine . To do thi effec
tively , therefore , Inn convinced ue o ;ht to free ourselves fr on the diver
sions of every olitic.:u consideration . We hcveri 1 t the riGht to aste our 
tir. v on inter- Zionist quarrels and dis utations . As Pres i d, nt of the z . o . A. 
I an to so direct its activity tha t it ill follo•-r tho lin, of ositive action 
for the h ol of Pru. 8 stine and for tho h el of tho na nany thousands of Jc ~s 
uho uant to d □ust go ther . 

It s 1.::cns so obvious to ne , as busine ss nan , that tho thinr, to do is to 
h ndl e the busine ss of our organization s effectively ~s ,ossi 1 ~ without 
iRsted effort, TTithout waste en'r6y--\ithout wasted noney . If yo sue our 
.a rk in this li ht , and I knov: th t you do , for aft e r all , for tho nost art , 

you are busine ss nen like nyself , interest e d in action--not in oratory-- th ,.m , 
if you s ee it s I do , I an sure wo shall b e ble to re ort at the end of the 
y ef' , a r e cord of real achiev8□ont . 
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This is the vieu I tried to present at the first ncetinG of the Executive . 
I l 0adud then, -- I lead nou for rLal unity. Unity in fPct, not si ly 
"unity in princi le. 11 If •-:e say ,,e are uni t •'1 d, e nust act as thoubh ue arc 
united. We nustn I t suy one thin€;, and then do another. "Unity in fact" 
requires thl'..t ue have one another 1 s confidence. You have been infornod, un 
you will continue to ba inforned, of all our actions , of the decisions of 
the Executive, and of the pur oses of the President as well .. There will 
nev f... r be any nystery as to \.hat I an doini:. , or as to d1at I intend to do . 
I have no reservations. I believe that hone st nen , concerned with a cor.mon 
task, can always get toGether and conclude hat is best to be done nt any 
given tine. This Council \7ill neet at other times in the course of tho year, 
but ui thout wai tin6 for neetin ..... s, I shall al nays kee you inforned of our 
procress , and if there is lack of progress, there will be all the :-1ore reason 
for koepin6 you inforned. I look u on you as thG leaders of our novenent, 
~ho nust share with ne the heavy responsibilities that is ours. I ·shall de
nand of everyone of you, your full and conplete help. I shall e ect that 
everyone of you, in your/8f$acity, will represent, in your various localitie5, 
the adnihistration. Everyone of you nust feel that in your coru1unity , you 
carry tha chiaf woi6ht for Zionist vrork. This is how I understand 11 U ITY11 • 

You nust feel fr,e to turn to oe at any tine uith criticisn, ,1ith sug
Ge stions and I hope that when occasion arises, with a rov~l of tke things 
TIO aro doin6. If I find that any one of you have failed in your ros onsibil
iti e s, you may be sure you are goin6 to heP~ fron ne . In like nanner, I 
expect to hear fron you Phen you think I have failed. Withhold your help , 
and we shall eet novrhcre -- give ne your hel_ , an all r.ill bo w 11 with us 
in .Anerican ·zionisn. 

Jou I have e;rcat ar:ibitions for the z.o.A. ! nay be charl;ed Tiith b int, 
n dreancr, but I honestly believe thn.t it is ossible to '70rk for an ob ·ectiv::, 
of a nenbershi of at least 150,000 for the next two years. I believe it 
ossible -- I belieV" "7'3 can oruanize for it -- I believe rrn r.1ust or(;anize 

ro r it. We nust enlist forces that so far have been untouched by our aT'peal., 
Anon~ the four and one-half nillion Jm s th t live in .Arerica, I an certain 

e can find at least 150,00'J non :Jnd sor,e r.onen , who, throup;h tho franowork 
of th8 z.o.A. will accent r t s onsibility for the Zionist ro6 ran. There has 
be8n, and there is today, gr at variance in Zionist stron:.; th in different 
Iarts of tho country. S0ne sections have a r e s ectable Z .• A. cnrollnent; 
others, a very p or onrollnent. 1at has been done in on~ art of the country, 
can , uith ro er organization and ork, be done in another. If ie ~ere to 
follow th, exan le of sone of our best Districts , ~e can easily reach and even 
survass the 6oal of 150,000. 

I nean to gear the national adninistration tote attainnunt of that 
ob'ective . I ask that you r esolve to do th e sane. Isn't it naturual tlat 
our job is to stren~then the weru<est link in the Zionist ch in? Evcn··today, 
~e are strong in ideolo I we are strong in hi h ~urpos0s -- in lofty ob 0c
tives -- in deep enotional scntinont - in true feelin~ , but o are weak in 
or<nnizational strenG th. 

To ,i:; ivo all of th above reality, P r.1ust have or5 ani zat • on, stren th. 
We nust have M'3r.tbership - a □enbership Iha, can face the .Anerioon world as 
tho dignified r epr ~sentativ of a r.iov . c,ni thai air.1s s• hit;h for ihi.; ir.1 rov9-
. en t of J .::.n i sh 1 if e overywhere in the -r. orld. 
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Tho Yishuv and the sacrifices it is naking for our connon future dcser\·es 
that 't:"e give it here in Ar:erica, the organized su~. ort of Ancrican Je . ry. An 

onroll□ent of 150,000 nen in the Zionist ~r-~anization of· erica, together 
'7ith the enrollnent of other Zionist bodies and their fanilies, will constitute 
such n dignified rerresentation. 

The theatre of the 7ar is bein0 extended to the NPar East, but despite 
this danger, ~e have reports that the Yishuv is prepared -- that □ore than 
anywher0 else in the world, our fellow Jews in Palestine are in a strong 
position to defend tho□selvcs and their honeland. That ,vhich they have r;Dined, 
they will never r'3linquish. Even duning the ast year of the war, r:e have bc
co□e stronser in ra10stine. Des ite all difficulties~ at least 24,000 □ore 
Je~s lave entered the country this ast year. Everything ossible is being 
done to rcpare the country for the uar and for the ence thut is to follow 
the TTar . As alestine be5 ins to pley a larger purt in the ultinat0 British 
victory, it will have a larger reco6nition in the solution that is to follo~, 
We are confident of the future, and are r e solved to cnrry on every phase of 
our activity in r~lestine. As for Palestine, I an confident that at the end 
of this war, there will result a s renter recoGnition anonb the nations of the 
world, of our rights and of our osition in Eretz Yisroel. 

I wish you ell in your deliberations today. I ~sk that you enter into 
then in the s irit of the tir.1es, that you dedicate yourselves in a unifi ed 
effort for alestine and for Zionisn. 



I 

Replying to your letter of August 11th, we wish to inform you 
th:it Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver publicly endorsed the candidacy 
of' Mr. Wendell Willkie for the presidency in his private 
capacity and not in behalf of the United Palestine Appeal of 
which he is National Chairman, nor o/ the Zionist Organization 
of America of which he is a Vice-President. You will agree 
th ... t as an individual Rabbi Silver was i th.in his rights to 
r ~vor either of the two candidates for the U.S. presidency. 

The Zionist Organization of America, as such, does not take 
part in political cmnpaigns and therefore is not in a position 
to come out with the endorsement or denunciation of any candidate. 
However, the national officers and members of our organization, 
as individuals, may and do take a stand on the poll ti cal 
candidates and issues of the campaign. 

I personally, for instance, favor t h candidacy of President 
Roosevelt, and fully concur with your view that he is the 
beat friend the Jewish people ever had in the White House. 
My choice, ho ever, is that of an individual, not in the 
capaoity aa Secretary. 

Trusting this information is satisfactory to you, I remain 




