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Rabbi bba Hillel ilvar, 
The Tam le, 
East 105th Street at nsel Road, 
Clevoland., Ohio . 

dear abbi Silver a 

The United Zionist Council of Canada., represen -
in0 all Zionist croups, is honourint~ our beloved friend 
and veteran Zionist, Rev. J. K. Go l<lbloora., with a dinner 
on the occas·on of his seventieth birthde. most cordial 
invitation is extended to ou to be prosent at his aff ir 
which will take place on Tues a·, J nuary 26th, in the 
Assembly IIa.11 of the deth Isr e a.r;o£ue, 1540 Duch rme 
vane, Montre 1. 

I know th t ou w·11 are ith us tne.t Rev • 
Goldbloom well merits this tribute. To a record alroad 
notable for fortr ·ears o outstandinc services to the 
Zionist cause in Groat Britain, Rev. Goldbloom has added 
another chapter of em·nent achievement in the pest two years 
as executive director of the Jewish e.tional Fund of Canada. 

v e hope we m.a..,r ha e tr e pleasure of 'our pres nee 
at the dinner . 

'it kindest perso al re6 rds, I am 

incerel, 70urs , 

sse chw rtz 
Executive veer ta 



Rabbi J•aa• Schartz, 
ontreal, Canada. 

dear Jease1 

I dNp~ a r oiate your tho ttulneea in 
inrlting to attend tbe dinn r hich the 
Zionists ot Canada are tender to the vete 
Zioni t l eader, Rev. J. K. Goldbloom on th• 
occasion of his eventieth birthday. I iah 
I ere tree to ttend thia oelebr tion I 
should 11 • to extend my tribut to thoae amd 
11&ny other• wbo xtol thell lite moe to 
the taithtw. senic• ot Iar el. 

I kilo• ot Re•• Goldblooa'• wor 1:n Canad 
and 1n the Britiab I l • Th r '&-.,.. te 
MO who ve en so dnoted and tiNl•• 1n the 
aerrlc• or reat hi toric cause, u Rev. Goldbl 
Jewry 1• rotoundly ratetul to him and iah•• hill 
aany more yeara or reat and g 11.ant 1ervice, s 

11 par l 11 bei and happineae. 

Pl • convey to Dr. Goldbloaa ay warmest 
reet1nga. 

oat cord l~ yours, 

• 

• 
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EXCERPT FROM LETTER D.. ED JAlTUARY 2 , 1943 
FROM JI.I SS SZOLD TO MISS, yI SELA WARBURG 

Aa I re-read these telegram, I cannot but ceme to the e~nclusion 
that they fully explain themselves. Nothing communicable bas happened in 
the meantime. We still do not know the exact date of the arrival of the 
Teheran childreD.• Meanwhile our preparations for them are proceeding. Ac
cording to government regulations they ~111 all, together with 395 grown-ups 
in the same transport, be detained at the Athlit Detentloa Camp for quarantine, 
disinfection, and similar matters. As soon as may be, probably after two 
or three dars from their arrival, they will be transported to the temporary 
camps which are in rea41nesa for them. The interval at Athlit ia very welcome 
to us because it will enable us to arrange the children in age groups. At the 
temporary camps we shall conduct the various examinations required before we 
assign them to their permanent homes - health, both physical and psychol>gical, 
educational status, religious family tradition, and attachment to relatives 
resident in Palestine. Our camps are situated: 

1. On Mount Carmel, where we have at our disposal the Immigrants' 
Home of the Hitachdut Ole! Germania, well appointed in every respect, with a 
restaurant attaehed. We have the benefit of the regular staff, including the 
manager of the Kosher kitchen and dining-room. Here we hope to house for a 
month or less 100 children of the lowest age stratum. No, not the lowest, for 
the Wizo BabY Home in Jerusalem volunteered to take care of the 30 to 40 

" children below the age of five. These we hope to be able to tran1fer from 
Athlit to Jerusalem immediately on their arrival. 

2. Next to the Agricultural School at Magdiel the Jewish Agency llaa 
three houses, in each of which 30 children can be put up. These houses will have 
to be furnished by us with beds Lttd linens, kitchen utensils will have to be 
supplemented, but the new arrivals will have their meals in the Institution. 

3. At Xfar Noar Dati several of the houses have been vacated and 
room has been made for 75 boys and girls. They will, of course, enjoy all the 
accommodations of the Children's Village. 

4. The Bet Chalutzot in Jerusalem, epposite the Youth Aliyah office, 
which is Just being completed, has accommodations for 85. Like the houses 
in Magdiel, we shall have to equip it with beds, linens, and kitchen and 
dining-room utensils. 

5. The Bet Zeirot Mizrachi in Jerusalem is qffering us a house for 
50 girls between the ages of twelve and thirteen. 

6. and 7. The Moazot HaPoalot is putting at our disposal Ayanot for 
50 and the Farm Institute at the north end of Tel-Aviv. 

a. Mrs. Ben Zvi 1s Farm School at Talpiot, Jerusalem, will have room 
for 50 more. 

A number of other places, 9uch as Mikveh Yisrael, are ready to receive 
groups in case the arrangements made hitherto do not suffice. Ue have made every 
effort to secure places equipped and furnished in order to save expenses, Ue 
shall, however, in most of the places have to add not only a staff of Madrichim 
but also of household worker~. Every effort will be made to expedite at Athlit 
the examination of the boys and girls over the age of fourteen and to send them 
direct from there to their permanent homes, because the examination necessary in 
their case can proceed with greater speed and with the promise of greater 
accuracy, especially from the point of view of traditional attachments and ties 
with their relatives. In connection therewith, however, there will arise the 
very difficult question of adoption. ~e have a number of applications from non
relatives, and it may be that action, be it negative or positive, in this respect 
will require time. Also, at Athlit we shall have a staff of our own for the 
purpose of supplementing the Government's domestic arrangements, of classifying 
the children according to age and otherwise, and of the set-up of records of 
various kinds. 

t7hat I am writing about the camps, please regard aa preliminary in
formation. I hope to be able to send you a full account mien they are in 
progress. 

3. Certificates: In your cable of January 7, received on January 15 
(No. 5 on attached list), you say: 

11 Confirm Palcor release grant 6000 additional certificates.'' 

On January 17 I replied (No. 9 on attached list): 

"Additional certificates for children 4000 whole number 5600 coun
tries except Rumania, Hungary, Bulgaria, France undetermined." 
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It may be well for me to put cable language regarding certificates into clearer 
form. 'lhe Government granted for the schedule period October 1, 1942, to 
December 31, 1942, a total schedule of 3000 certific~tes in all categories, out 
of which 1000 were ear-marked by Government for orphans in France. The Je~ish 
Agency requested that a further 500 certificates out of the 1800 remaining (200 
are held by the Government as a reserve) be assigned to children. and, so far as 
we have heard, Government has no objection to this. In addition, in December a 
special grant of 4500 certificates for children in Bulgaria was made, plus 500 
for adults in Bulgaria. Since then, the Government has agreed that the 4500 
last mentioned may be used also for children in Hungary and Rumania. Negotia,
tions are proceeding to find methods whereby these certificates may be used also 
in other countries of Europe. 

4. Balkan Groups: On January 12 we received your cable addressed to 
Dr. Magnes and myself; reading (No. 6 on attached list): 

11ffiiat is holding up arrival 270 Balkan group. 
Hadassah Organization." 

We replied on January 14 (No. 7 on attached list): 

"Yours on Balkan group arrived simultaneously with Chaim Barlas 
Istanbul announcement that first Hungarian detachment arrived 
Istanbul details unknomi and fact not for publication. 11 

On January 17 we cabled you (No. 9 on attached list): 

"Hungarians 51 arriving 19th. tt 

The arrival of this group we announced to you in our cable of January 21 (No. 10 
on attached list) reading: 

"Arrived••••• 50 first detachment Hungarians among 271 and departure 
announced second group 72. 11 

The children arrived at Ras-El-Nakura, but Mr. Beyth and myself met them at the 
Bet Clim of the Jewish Agency in Haifa, and there interviewed and transported 
them to their future homes. 21 of them were assigned to the Xfar Noar Dati, 
seven to Maabarot, a Shomer Hazair settlement in Emek Hefer, and the rem~.inder 
distributed in twos and thr0es to various places to which they seem adapted. 
Several. had to be sent to relatives because the latter together with the chil
dren made definite demands upon us for placement which we did not consider ac
ceptable, partly because religious candidates wanted to enter places in uhich 
the ceremonial law is not observed. We shall have to take up the subject nith 
the relatives and come to some agreement. Under yesterday's date I wrote you a 
letter uhich has not yet been mailed because I am impelled to add a postscript 
to it from which you will learn, although I am sure inadequately, some of the 
controversies which have arisen around the religious question. Those contro
versies h~ve been raging for months with reference to the camps being prepared 
for the Teheran children. 

I hasten to say that not for a moment did it occur to me not to pro
vide for Kashrut, observance of the Sabbath, arrangements for prayers for t hose 
who wished to join in them, the recital of the grace before and after meels, etc., 
in the reception camps. The demands made, however, are far beyond the attitude, 
let us call it in the American jargon, "conservative." The telegrams that 
reached us from England, the hot discussions carried on in the office by dele
gations and others, the correspondence addressed to us, the meetings uith our 
Religious Committee, the demands of the Chief Rabbinate and the Agudat Yisrael 
were for a religious ritual denoted "orthodox." I had succeeded in securing from 
the radical elements acceptance almost to be called gracious, and as it were a 
matter of course, of my program. I did not succeed in getting them to accept an 
attitude which would, for instance, have required all the Madrichim to keep their 
heads covered all day long. It is uell for you to know of this because I ~m 
persuaded that there has also been,or there will surely be, vehement intervention 
from America. 

Doubtless the fact that five months have elapsed since the first 
announcement of the coming of Polish Jewish children by way of Soviet Russia and 
Persia has ~iven rise to a great deal of the excitement which I have attempted 
to describe to you. Meanwhile, all sorts of rumors have come as to the a.nti
religious demands made upon the children themselves, and the unwillingness to 
comply with the request for Kashrut on the part of the children, etc. My in
quiries addressed to Teheran have elicited replies which in no way Justify the 
complaint. but the replies may not be accurate or complete. 

Perhaps you will get a more vivid impression of the atmosphere in \ihich 
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I am living if I describe to you wha t met us on our entrance into the rooms of 
the Bet Clim in Haifa. On one side stood a representative of the Agudat Yisrael, 
on the other side a representative of the M1zrachi, within the room the Principal 
of the Household School of the Mizrachi ijomen awaited me, and while we were 
si tti~ t here alloce.ting the children to their place,s, there crune a message over 
the telephone from the wife of the Chief Rabbi, who desired to know nhether, if 
she left Jerusalem at that time, she could reach Haifa in time to be present at 
the exemine.tion of the children regarding t heir- religious attachment. Meantime, 
I assure you, quite uninfluenced by ,all that had happened in the course of the 
last fe~ months, the discussions, the recriminations, the demands, and also, as 
though oblivious of the religious representatives, I conducted the examina tions 
of our c£1..?1dida.tes as I have always conducted them. I may add, not in order to 
demonstrate honesty and allegiance to truth, but simply to complete the picture, 
that after I finished the examination in pedagogic fashion, the represent~tives 
of the various religious groups expressed great satisfaction. 
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MINUI'ES OF THE MEETIID OF THE ZOA NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL HELD AT 

THE HOTEL ~NNSYLVANIA1 NEW YORK CITY1 FEBRUARY ~l, 1943, AT 10:00 A\f. 

PRESENI': Rabbi Jamee G. Heller, presiding; Meeera: Oscar Altshuler, Youngstovn, 
Ohio; Herman W. Bernstein, New York City; Robert M. Bernstein, Philadelphia, Pe..; 
Samuel Berson, New York City; Rabbi Herbert I. Bloom, Kingston, N. Y.; Rabbi 
Maurice J. Bloan, Newburgh, N. Y.; Maurice M. Bouketein, New York City; Rabbi 
Isadore Breelau, Washington, D.C.; Benjamin G. Browdy, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Frank 
Brown, Philadelphia, Pa.; Dr. Aaron Burman, Syracuse, N. Y.; Samuel Caploe, 
Jamaica Plains, Maes.; Abraham H. Cohen, Forest Hille, L. I.; Harry Cohen, 
Wilmington, Del.; Sol Cohen, Richmond Hill, L. I.; Dr. Samuel Dinin, New York 
City; Benjamin J. Doft, Hewlett, L. I.; Dr. David Feldman, Atlantic City, N. J.; 
Jacob Fiahrna.n, New York City; Hyman Fliegel, Bklyn, N. Y.; Joseph L. Foetcr, 
Iecminster, Maes.; Daniel Frisch, Indianapolis, Ind.; Joseph Goldberg, Worcester, 
Ma.es.; Reuben Goldman, Rochester, N. Y.; Abraham Goodman, Jersey City, N. J.; 
Israel Goodman, St. Louis, Mo.; Joseph Goodman, Troy, N. Y.; Louis Gordon, 
Harrisburg, Pa.; Harry Grayer, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Judge Emanuel Greenberg, Bklyn, 
N. Y.; Rabbi SimoR. Greenberg, Philadelphia, Pe.; Rabbi Wm. Groenfield, Waterbury, 
Conn.; Leo Guzik, Woodmere, L. I.; Joseph Halbert, Atlantic City, N. J.; Jacob 
Ieh-Kishor, New York City, ; Samuel Judenfreund, Bronx, N. Y.; Samuel Ka.narvogel, 
Bronx, N. Y.; Dr. Aharon Keesler, New York City; Mordecai Konowitz, Jamaica, 
L. I.; Hyman Lebowitz, Bayonne, N. J.; Harry Levine, Leominster, Ma.as.; Dr. 

Harry J. Levine, New York City; Louis Ii3vino, wanin('lter, Mase.; Seymour R. 

Levine; Peekskill, N. Y.; Judge Louie E. Ievintha.l, Philadelphia, Pa..; Jacob 
Lukashok, New Rochcll0, N. Y.; Lester Lyons, Bklyn, N. Y.; Morrie Ma.llove, New 
London, Conn.; Boris Margolin, New York City; Max Meltzer, Rliladelphia, Pa..; 
Emanuel Neumann, New York City; Samuel J. Perry, La.urelton, L. I.; Herry A. 
Pine, Newark, N. J.; Mrs. D. de Sola Pool, New York City; Morrie Prince, Phila
delphia, Pa.; Dr. Joachim Prinz, Newark, N. J.; Herman Quittman, New York City; 
Benjamin Ra.baleky, Boston, Maea.; Abraham A. Redelheim, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Sol 
Reiter, Newburgh, N. Y.; Louis R1meky, New York City; Dr. Jacob N. Rose, Phila
delphia, Pa.; Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, New York City; Harry Rosenthal, St. 
Paul, Minn.; Samuel Rothstein, New York City; Moeoe Rubinson, Bronx, N. Y.; 
Jochanon I. Rudavsky, Bklyn, N. Y.; won Savage, New York City; Hon. Albert D. 
Schanzer, Bklyn, N. Y.; Joseph J. Schickler, Long Beach, N. Y.; Albert Schiff, 
Columbus, Ohio; Mise Lillian Schoolman, New York City; Judgo Jacob Schwolsky, 
Hartford, Conn.; Hon. Ezra z. Shapiro, Cleveland, Ohio; Herman Shulmen, Esq., 
New York City; Jacob Sincoff, New York City; I. D. Sinderbre.nd, Atlantic City, 
N. J.; Joe0ph W. Spector, Ba.ltimore, Md.; Louie E. Spiegler, Washington, D. c.; 
Dewey D. Stone, Brockton, Ma.as.; Wm. H. Sylk, Hliladelphia, Pa.; Dr. David 
Tannenbaum, Bklyn, N. Y.; Benjamin Ulin, Boston, Maes.; Samuel Umaneky, Meriden, 
Conn.; A. I. Uslander, Elizabeth, N. J.; Herman L. Weisman, New York City; Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, New York City; and Samuel Walberg, Wil.nette, Ill. 

INVITED GUESTS: Rabbi Meier Borlin, Dr. Nahum Goldmann and Mr. Mosha Shertok 
I 

MEMBERS OF STAFF: Simon Shet•er, Ca.rl Alpert, Ernest Ba.rbaraech, Dr. Simon 
Bernstein, Zvi U3Vavy and Saul Spiro. 
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EXCmES FOR ABSENCE WERE RECEIVED FROM: Messrs. Rabbi Morrie Adler, Detroit, 
Mich.; Ralph R. Be.ea, Boston, Mass.; Rabbi Morton Berman, Chicago, Ill.; Rabbi 

I 

Barnett R. Brickner, Cleveland, Ohio; Walter Burke, Pittsburgh,~.; J.B. 
Cahn.enson, st. Paul, Minn.; Morrio Catchman, Houston, Texas; Rabbi Samuel 
Cooper, Charleston, w. Va.; Iawrence w. Crohn, Detroit, Mich.; Rabbi William 
Dra.zin, Savannah, Ga.; Da..Tliel Ellison, Baltil!lore, Md.; Dr. Harry Friedenwa.ld, 
Baltimore, Md.; 8nm Gellerrnan, Rock Island, Ill.; Rabbi Israel Gerstein, 
Cho.ttanooga., Tenn.; Rabbi Morton C. Goldberg, Toledo, Ohio; Rnbbi H. R. Gold
berger, Altoonn, Pa.; Dr. I. M. Goldman, Providence, R. I.; Rabbi Sola:ion 
GoldlDan, Chicago, Ill.; Rabbi Israel Goldstein, New York City; Rabbi EMa.nuel 
Green, Worcester, Maes.; Benjamin R. Harris, Chicago, Ill.; Alex H11!Imelma.n, 
Milwaukee, Wisc.; Jacob .B. Hoffm.a.n, Hliladelphia., Po..; Larry Horowitz, Ihila
delphia., Pa.; Marvin A. Kane, Cleveland, Ohio; Prof. Guatave Klausner, St. 
Louie, Mo.; Rabbi Iara.el H. wvlntbal, Bklyn, N. Y.; Irving D. Lipkowit~, N. 
Y. c.; Louis Lipsky, New York City; Judge Julian w. Mack, New York City; 
Mortim.or May, Nashville, Tenn.; Ievid L. Meckler, New York City; Ms.JC Nigrosh, 
Matta.pan, Mase.; J. Novy, Austin, Texas; Samuel Raucher, Norwich, Conn.; Aaron 
Riche, Los Angeles, Calif.; Oscar Robins, Pittsburgh, Pa..; Louie P. Rocker, 
New York City; Chas. J. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Mrs. John So.fer, Washing
ton, D. O.; H. M. Seidelrnan, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Hon. Elihu D. Stone, Boston, 
Maas.; Theodore Strimling, Loa Angeles, Calif.; Morrie Weinberg, New York City; 

Allron Weise, Wilkes-Barre, Pa..; Joe Wolene, Corsicana, Toxae; Dr. Alex S. Wolf, 
St. Louie, Mo.; nnd Rnbbi Harry z. Zwelling, New Britain, Conn. 

RABBI HELLER: Your Chairman had thought of beginning the meeting 
today with a few words about the situation that has obtained particularly since 
the laet Convention held here in New York in October. This is the first meeting 
of the Administrative Council since that time. I think everyone who attended it. 
will agree it was one of the moat eucceeeful gatherings that the Zionists in 
this country have ever had. A great many things have happened aince that Con
vention in relation to Palestine. The situation baa changed in ms.ny ways eince 
October. The position of the country in the military eenee has been improved 
immeasurably •ince then. The fear under which many of ue were laboring at that 
time as to what might happen has largely been allayed. 'J;'here are a great many 

other things which have arisen about which we have had to think furiously during 
these months. 

The position of Zionism in the diplan.atic eenee, the extent to which it 
has secured affirmative opinions on the part of statesmen, J;6rticularl.y of Great 
Britain and of the United Sta.tee, has been far fran encouraging. In addition to 
that, the Zionist movement itself in the United States has had to confront a 
number of very important decisions. As we appr08ch what I hope will be the end 
of the war, or at least as the nations, our Allies and ourselves consider what 
types of settlement shall follow the war, various actions becane urgent and im

perative and several types of preparation have been in progress during these 
months, looking toward these events. 
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In addition to these things of which I hnve spoken, we have had the mis
fortune of having the first organized ariti-Zioniet opposition in the history of 
the movemant. That may sound like a somewhat extreme statement, but nonetheless 
if you will go back over the history of Zionism, you will see that it is quite 
literally true. We have had many opponente-:.and enemies, many Jews willing to go 
even to those outside of our own ranks and to try to sabotage Zionism as a move
ment, but they have either been isolated individuals or small groups that have 
cane together for eane specific purpose, or organizations already in existence 
which took an anti-Zionist stand. For the first time in the history of the move
ment anywhere, but especially in this country, we have a

1
group of men who have 

come together avowedly for the purpose of canbatting Zionism as a movement • 

I think that it is important that the Administrative Council should do 
several things at this meeting today. First of all they should be informed ae 
fully as possible by those who have been acting on behalf of the movement, as 
to what has transpired during these five months, particularly in relation to 
two things which you have noticed on the agenda - the American Council for 
Judaism, and the American Jewish Aesembly. I am eure that all of you know that 
the national Administrative Council in respect to moat fundamental decisions 
a.eta i n place of the Convention. The Convention is the final arbiter in the 
Zionist movement, ae it should of course be, but it ia impossible to wait for 
the summoning of tho Convention and to call an extra.ordinary Convention in re
gard to all issues. And therefore this pa.rticula.r meeting of the Administrative 
Council will have to make acme very important decisions. 

It will have to decide, first of all, as to its intentions with regard 
to affiliation with the American Jewish Assembly, and what types of action anall 
be initiated in regard to the Am.orican Council for Judaism. Therefore this meet
ing of the Adminietrntive Council, in the opinion of your Chairman, ought to bo 
devoted largely to dieeuesion and to action, to the attempt to formulate pro
gram.a of action and to the taking of some important dec1a1ona . 

We shall now proceed to the report of the Executive Director. May I 
inform Mr. Shetzer before he starts, that nll of the encomiums that were heaped 
upon him at the last Convention ought to be added to very materially since that 
tin10, nnd I am sure that you will agree ccmpletely with that judgment when you 
hear his report. 

MR. SHETZER: I had really intended to give a. very lengthy and canpre -
hensive report this morning, but in view of the extraordinary privileges that 
are -ours by reason of the presence of Rabbi Berlin and Mr. Shortok1 I am going 
to make my report rather brief. In a very real sense the presence of Rabbi 
Berlin and ~1:r. Shertok in our midst today will make our gathering partake of 
the nature of a little congress which ie an unusual privilege, you will agree, 
for an Adm.inietre.tive Council meeting of the Zionist Organization of .America. 

I should like first to report upon the statue of our membership efforts. 
Our total membership at thie tllne is 27,611 which compares with 21,886 a year 
ago at the oo.ine time. Thia represent a a.n increa.oe of 5,725 members for less • • 
than a four-month poriod, and is indicative of splendid progress. On this basis 
we certainly should have no lees tha.n 65,000 members, and perhaps 75,000. 
The 5,725 increase in membership is approximately the number of new members, 
which means that our re-enrollments a.re practically one hundred percent of the 
membership which we had a year ago o.t this timo. Now that is ean.ething unpre-



' 
• 

-

Administrative Council Minutes -
2/21/43 -4-

cedcnted in Zionist history. My examination of the records of previous yea.rs 

indicates that if we get a re-enrollment of 75~ to 80% at any time during tho 
course of t)1e year, wo have done very well, You will recall that la.et year 

on many occasions I alluded to the'tremendous loss incurred by the Z.O.A. by 
reaao1 of the membership turnover. I think sane of the work we did la.st year 

is beginning to bear fruit in these figures. 

In order to achieve this increase and this tremendous renewal rate, 
every one of the districts and regions has had to participate, and I am glad to 

report that every one of the regions as of this time shows some increase over 

last year. There are no laggards, no situation in which some regions are carry

ing tho burden for other regions, although many districts have not yet begun to 

do their job. They haven't begu._D to enroll new members nor have they done any

thing about re-enrollment. Some districts which la.at year got a very early 

start, are ¢nly now beginning to organize their campaigns. I run hopeful, 
therefore, that before the next time we meet, we s'ti..a.11 have reason to be proud 

again of the progress of our membership activities. 

Now I said that eanething new has been happening. We have boen talk

ing for years about BI9oup membership - congregational membership. We have al

ways said that we ought to have a greater representation of synagogue members 

in the enrolli:1d Zionist ranks, that we have a first claim upon synagogue af
filiated Jews for membership in tho Zionist Organization. You remember that 

last year one of our field men, Mr. Sidney Marke, broke the ice by enrolling 

a congregation of 175 members in Pottsville. Subscqu~ntly the ea.me plan was 

followed in Frackville and in Shenandoah, Pennoylvo.nia. Prior to that, a. 
number of years ago, the Iaurolton, Lon Island Jewish Center and Temple-on

the-Heights Synagogue in Cleveland had adopted t his sort of formula.. 

I.aet month for tho first time, wo had on opportunity to break into 
a la.rgo metropolitan area when Congregation Kehillath Iarael, Brookline, Maes., 

with a membership of sane 500, of which Rabbi Louis M. Epstein is the opiritunl 

leader, voted unanimously for the membership to affiliate with the z. O.A., 

as members of our Brookline District. The following week Congre ation Mtahknn 

Tefilln.h, whero Rabbi H. H. Rubenovitz occupies the pulpit o.nd of which our 

good friend Elihu Stone is President, followed suit with approximately 700 
members. A substantial number of tho members of both congregations arc al
ready affiliated with one or another of our Zionist Districts, but in these 

1,200 membars we should pick up at l oo.at 500 or 700 new members for tho z.o.A. 

Moro recently, earlier this weok, tho East Midwood Jewish Center of Brooklyn, 

New York, with o. membership of 1,000, wher0 Sronuol Rothstein, n member of our 

Administrative Council, is Prooident, and Rabbi Halpern occupico tho pulpit, 

voted sil!lilarly to affiliate its cnt.tre congregation. Not for publication nt 

this mcmont is the work thnt is being dono at the Ocean Po.rkway Jewish Center 

also in Brooklyn, whose board of directors unanimously approved similnr group 

affiliation and is rcco ending such action for congregational membership to 

a Congretional meoting scheduled for Wodnesdo.y night of th"s wook. 

I think you will agree with me that this marks a 3plcnd1d doparturo 
in our membership activity. In the words of one of the gentlerien fran Boston, 

" we a.re now getting out of the p1oce work businoes in monberehip work and uot -

ting on a wholesale baa is whore wo should have boen a long tir.ic a.go". We o.r0 

being helped tromendously by the o.ction which was taken by tho Rabbinical 

Assembly of America.. At a r ocent meeting of the Executive Council of t;he Rab

binical Assembly, of which Dr. Louis L. Loviteky of Newark is President, and 
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of which Rabbi Eugene Kohn io Chairman of 1te Palestine Camnittee, a resolution 
was adopted in connection with the formation of the American Council for Judaism, 
in which resolution the Rabbinical Aseombly called upon ite 355 rabbis, who re
present the entire Conservative rabbinate of America, to do a number of things 
with reference to Zionism and Palestine. One of them was to eet aside the week
end, Friday, March 5th, and Saturday, March 6th as Palestine Sabbath for which 
the Rabbinical Aeeembly has provided a special ritual. At these services, the 
congregations will be asked to approve fonnally the action takon by the Rabbin
ical Assembly, One of the other things they are called upon to do is to urge 
upon their members affiliation with the Zionist Organizations, either the z.o.A. 
or the Mizre.chi. Judge Levinthal has add.reseed a letter this week to all the 
Conservative rabbis, following up the lotter of the Rabbinicnl Assembly, e.nd on 
Monday a lettor will go to all the Districts, a m~ore.ndum fran me containing 
copies of Judge Levinthal'e letter, canrn.unicatione of the Rabbinical Aasombly 
and a collection of news and editorial ccmmente frcm the Boston Jewish Advocate 
on the acti.on taken by the two :Boston congregations, asking our Districts to 
appoint carmnittees to meet with the presidents and the rabbis of their coneer. 
vative congregations to follow through and nake a be:nd-.wagon process out of tho 
eynag~ue group affiliation plan. 

I have been referring only to conoervative congregations because the 
Rabbinical Assembly has given us the lead, but there 1e nothing exclusive about 
this. There is no reason why reform congregations whose pulpits are occupied 
by Zionist rabbis should not pursue the ear.ta approach, and as soon ae we get one 
group of congregations and rabbis moving 1n the right direction, we hope to 
start with the reform congregations too. There are here Messrs. Ulin and Mark
son representing the Brookline-Brighton.Newton District of Greater Boston, ~nd 
I hope that in the discussion following my report, either or both of these gentl~
men will take the opportunity to explain to ue the mechanics of the group affil
iation pl.an adopted by Congregation Kehillath Israel, which I think is the best 
pattern for aetropolitan congregations. It differs to a considerable degree 
frcm tho plan ae adopted and pursued in emnll communities liko Pottsville where 
the synagogue and the ccmmuni ty are pi-act icaJ 1,y identical. 

Now I should like to refer f'or fl mcment to sane of the educational 
and publicity activities of our organization in the last several months. I 
think you will be glad to know that on the baeia of eetimatoe made by Mr. Bar
be.rash, the Director of that departrnent, who bae been with the Z.O.A. for some 
18 yoara and has a long aeeociation with the organization, against which he can 
check cutTent performances, we have had since the Convention, scmething like 
1,300 newspaper columns of publicity based upon reloases that have cane out of 
our Publicity Del'@lrtment. We are certain the number is probab~ two or three 
times as great. We don't subscribe ton clipping service and don't get all of 
the items that appear in tho prose, but this, I am told, ie the largest volume 
of publicity which the Z.O.A. hne evor had in any compe.re.blo period, at leaat, 
1n the last 18 years. We have incroaeed, as you know, the volume of literature 
which hae been coming out of our office for educational and pro~nda purposes. 
Inmediately aftor the Convention we reprinted and distributed Mr. Robert Szold'e 
and Mr. Louie Ltpsky'e Convantion addresses. The President's Convention address 
is going to appear shortly no ''The Credo of an American Zionist." Mr. A. K. 
Epstein of Chicago has propnred a canpreheneivo pamphlet on the Yishuv'e con
tribution to the war offort of the United Nations. We have just recently 
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printed this little pa..crnphlet that you found on yc,u.r seats this morning -
''Facts You Should Know a.bout Zionism". Otu• first printins of 50,000 was 
taken up in less than thirty days and we are now ordering another 50,000. 
We have bee~ told by Zionists throughout the country that it is the best 
piece of Zionist educational and Propaganda material yet put out. You 

-6-

also found a littlo pamphlet, a personal I!lessage on Zionism by Dr. Weimann, 
which stresses the primacy of the Z.O.A. in the whole Zionist structure in 
this country. We have had an extraordinarily fine reception of both the 
Erandeie volume and the Songs of Zion pµlliehed under the aegis of the Z.O.A. 

In thle connection, I should like to report that I have just con
cluded arrangements with the Jewish Welfare Board by which we have, at our 
expense, placed in their hands 325 copies of the Brandeis book and of the 
Songs of Zion, which they nre going to send to every one of the Jewish Chap
lains and. every one of the J.W.B. -U.S.O. Clubhouses throughout the country. 
We are also sending to the Jewish Welfare Board for redistribution to the same 
325 places, copies of The New Palestine and of Inside Palestine, as each is 
printed. We consider this a w.orthwh·;.10 expenditure, although it is extra-budge
tary, because it gives us a.n opportunity to reach thousands of Jewish young men 
in the armed forces, with many of whom we have nevor had contact in civilian 
life. 

We have this year already issued several festival :programs. We have 
been doing this kind of thing for many years. We have no idea to what ext0nt 
the Districts use this specific program material. It involves a tremendous 
a.mount of time and expendit11ro on the part of tho organization. It goos to 
tho Chairmen, to the Secretaries, to the Chairni-:m of tho Program Camn.itteos in 
our various Districts. The Chairmen of the cultural and educational committees 
get it, and I think I have the right to chargo you aa members of the Ad.ministre.
tiv.e Council, all of whcm are active leaders in your roepective ccmmunities, 
districts and regions, to follow through to seo that this oducntiona.l material 
which comes into your districts is used. I tell you that I got sick and tired 
hearing district people say "we don't got material for programs", and I daro
e1y that 99% of tho members of any district do not know that their committee 
chairmen, their presidents, their secretaries have received this literature 
which ia probably lying scmewhorea in a desk drawer. It is no use preparing 
this material if it is not going to bo usod. It contains tremendously valu-
able educational nnd propagnnda mnterial. We are sending out within the next 
weak a little volume containing statements on the importance of Zionist man
power at this particular hour in Zionist history. It contains stntements by 
Dr. WciZPJann, Judge Levinthal, Rabbi Heller, Dr. Wise, and others of our 
leadors. Many of them have already appeared in the Anglo-Jewish prose. Others 
will be released from time to time. It represents fine source material for 
membership CQTJ1I11ittoes and for public relations committees. It cnn be used for 
radio programs, for articles in the Anglo-Jewioh and Yiddish preoa, in your own 
local cormnunitiee. It co.n be used for district and regional bulletins. It 
can .be used in me1-:iberehip letters that go out to prospects and old members for 
renewals. 

Now we prepare this materio.l. We can't go beyond the Postoffice with 
it and we are hoping you will use it. I hope, for one thing, it won't be said 
that wo are sending out too much material, because I don't think we can send 
out too much material. We feel thnt it is our business in tho national offico 



Administrative Council Minutes -
2/21/43 

-7-

to keep feeding the districts constantly with new items for public relations, educ
ational and propaganda purposes. 

I think you will nll agree with me that th0 New Paleetine ha.a shown n tre
mendously rno.rked improvement. It is now being issued regularly every two weeks, 
whereas la.st year we had to confine ourselves to only one issue a month. The 
paper is now running 20 pages to an issuo as against 16 pa.gee last yoar, o.nd if 
financial conditions continue to improve on the basis of preeont progress, wo ought 
to be able to add another four po.gee. The New Palestine can be what you want it 
to be, providing it is utilized. We can't have an informed Zionist membership 
unless every member reads the New Palestine. All we can do le send it to you and 
expose you to it. Now I aesUI!lc every member of the Administrative Council reads 
the New Palestine, but I think you have an obligation to etreee at your District 
meetings the things I have been speaking about in the field of public relations 
and educational work, and one of the things you should stress is the value of our 
New Palestine. You will be helping the organization if instead of running it down 
constantly, you help to build it up by making a greater public for us. If our 
people will read it themselves and tell ue what it lacks to make it more acceptable 
to thorn, which is what we want to do, it will be a help. 

I should like to report now on our firuinclal condition, and it is my 
privilege and it is a great pleasure to be able to cano before the Administrative 
Council and to eay that for the first time in the recorded history of the Z.O.A. -
Mr. Levavy our Comptroller hae aaid he checked the records back to 1921, - for the 
first tune the Z.O.A. is out of the red. We have no deficit. We have a little 
surplus at this moment. And that, I think, is all the more remarkable in view of 
the fact that we are pursuing a more intensified and expanded program in all dir
ections. Our expenditures aro within the budgetary estimates provided by tho 
Bud.get Comm.ittoe at the beginning of the year. Included in the figures which mnde 
possible tho elimination of a deficit which stood at $85,000 un December let a 
year ago, are econcmiee in operation. I mean, a betterutllization of the moneys 
at our disposal, the increased inccme resulting fran. increased membership, and the 
splendid cooperation which we have had from many 1ndividua.le, districts and 
regions who have raised or contributed funds to our Zionist Exension Fund. Since 
the Convention we have received $11,000 in contributions to tho Extension Fund, 
but I should like to tell you that most of the $17,000 plodeed t~ the Extension 
Fund at the breakfast honoring Judge U3Vinthal on Friday morning during the Ccn
vention, is still outstanding. I again charge you - you see, I can only speak to 
the members of the Administrative Council, not to lot the word get around that we 
are so rich that we don't need the money, because it isn't true. Wo haven't aI\V 
idea what the months ahead of us, as the war progresses, may mean to us in terms 
of membership or in terme of 1nccme, and the things that need to be done can only 
be done if we get this money. I should like all district representatives and all 
individuals who pledged funds at the Convention to see to it that we get this 
money as soon as possible. The quicker we get it the moro literature we distri
bute. There are many classic itome of Zionist literature which can be printod if 
we get the ncney. The progra..~ of expansion for the New Palestine of which Mr. 
Alpert is tho editor, depends upon the availability of funds. There ie very ob
viously Lo0d for the Z.O.A. to engage in an expanded program of public relations 
1n the political field, in Washington, and in our dietricte. Thia is the kind of 
work that requires large eume of money. We've got to hafl8 at least $150,000 tc 
$200,000 to begin to plan a program. 
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I should like to tell you further tha.t the building which we have been 
occupying for two years in Washington is now ours. We have bought it and have title 
to it. The building and land hae coat us $29,000, and $10,000 was borrowed for im
provements - $39,000. The purchase wa.e made possible by a gift frcm Mr. E. I. 
Kaufmann,our fonner .President, of $5,000 to the Extension Fund, which we are immed
iately paying upon the purchase frice and for the balance of $25,000 we have 
assumed a ten-year mortgage at 42 %, paying $2,500 per annum upon the principal, 
$625 each quarter. The first payment was ma.de January let. We have paid the bank 
$5,000 on the $10,000 for improvements. We think we should be able to pay the 
bank the other $5,000 the end of this month or within the next thirty days at the 
latest. We will then have the building paid down $24,000. 

There is one other item to which I will only make passing reference. As 
you know, we have been engaged in the past several weeke in a Zionist War Bond 
project under the Cha.irma.nehip of Judge Morris Rothenberg. Judge Rothenberg will 
report shortly in detail on the progress of that campaign. I would only like to 
say that I have been amazed by the response of our districts. It has electrified 
the Zioni&ts of the country. It is doing scmething to activate districts which 
have been dormant for yoars, and I am hopeful that with the cooperation of the 
members of our Administrative CoW1cil throughout the country, we will capitalize 
upon this interest, this action, and this momentum, to have it carry over into our 
membership campaign, which we are planning as the maj or item on our program for 
the months of April and May. 

I hope that the members of the Administrative Council and the officers of 
our districts and regions, will continue as they hnve been operating fer the first 
months of -~he current year so that when we meet again in three months, or eoonor, 
we shall not have reason to report that there has been any retrogression from what 
oeeme to be a tremendous surge forward of Zionist activity on all Zionist fronts. 

RABBI BELIER: Now that the members of the Administrative Council have 
heard the details of Mr. Shetzer'e report, they will agree wholeheartedly with my 
introductory words, and without going into details I should like t o reiterate or 
rather add a word. If you listened very carefully to Mr. Shetzer'e report, you 
will soc that while pursuing a policy of careful retrenchment, s o as to pay back 
the deficit which the organization had on its books f or a long ti~e and which in~ 
creased rather drastically during the last few years, the office has been able to 
increase the activity of the organization and t o increase the membership of the 
organization. To do both those things s1multaneouoly is certainly a sign of ef
ficient and splendid work. It is the opinion of the Chn.iman, and I hope that tho 
Administrative Council will consider this in its diacueeion, that now that we 
have arrived at this point, the time has cane for the f ormulation of a eanewha.t 
different policy, and I feel certain that Mr. Shetzer himself is in agreement with 
this - that we ought now t o embark on a program of tho expansion of certain acti
vities, th0 New Palestine, educational material, the conduct of meetings, public 
relations work, and the multitude of things which nre essential t o do to bind our 
members more closely to ue, to intensify the pace of our activity and to make a 
much greater impression in this country in regard to the Zionist ideal. The Chair 
will assume that a motion h~e been made t o accept the report of the Secretary with 
thanks, and it is now before you f or discuasion. 

RABBI Et&ENE KOHN: To supplement the statement in regard t o the activi
tios of the Rabbinical Assembly very briefly: The plans for ut111z1hs the syna
gogues in a campaign for Zionism have been ecmewhat delayed in operation. We will 
have to postpone the date as intended, because we wanted to draw in the cooperation 
of the United Synagogue of America, the co~regational bo~v, and I run very happy 
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to report that we have been successful in that effort. Certain difficulties have 
been ironed out and we are going to proceed now with this campaign, not merely as 
a campaign of rabbis but as a campaign of congregations. I think that this should 
be on the record. There is also one other slight correction I should liko to make. 

Wo did not specify the Z.O.A. and the Mizrachi bocause we did not want 
to snub the Poale Zion. We want our members to Join a Zionist organization. 

RABBI HELLER: I think that the Administrative Council and tho Zionist 
Organization ought to express their gratitude to the Rabbinical Assembly and to 
the United Synagogue for their splendid evidence of cooperation. I wish the 
Central Conference of American Rabble and the Union of American Hebrew Congrega
tions would do the same thing. The floor is open for further discussion. 

MR. HALBERT, Atlantic City: I want to aek Mr. Shetzer a question. Is 
this enrollm.ent at the regular $5.00 fee? 

MR. SHETZER: Yee, indeed. That is one of tho great advantages - that we 
didn't have to lower this rate. I would like to call upon Mr. Ben Ulin, President 
of the Brookline-Bri~,hton-Newton District, to tell us how they did it in Boston. 

MR. ULlli: We had a meeting of our District board sane weeks ago, and at 
that meeting sane of the boys felt rather upset at the opposition to Zionism, and 
felt we should go into it wholesa.le rather than retail. We felt the first con
gregation we wanted to tackle was one sympathetic to the cause. We chose the Con
gregation Kehillath Israel - part of our own d1atr1ct. We had, prior to this 
little drive, nbout half cf them already part of our membership. The first Job 
wa.e to meet with the board of trustees. They were good enough to invite my assoc
iate, Mr. Markson, and myself to their trustees' meeting. 

At that meeting we suggested, as strongly as we could, th~ urgent neces
sity of enrolling the entire ccngregation. And not by passing a resolution, but 
by actually billing its own congregational membership and collecting the dues for 
the Zionist Organization through the congregation. We weren't interested in re~ 
solutions or votes. We were interested that there be a contractual job on the 
part of that ~ongregat1on, the Job that involved the congregation recording itsolf 
in favor of the project and actually going after its own membership and colloctiP.g 
the dues for us. Now by "us" I mean not only the Z.O.A. group, in our district, 
but also the Mizrachi, because they were the only ones other than ourselves involved 
in that congregation. They had a district of their own in Brookline and they had 
one or two members on the board of trustees, and it va.a neceaeary, ae a practical 
matter, to give the congregation every option it chose to have. We finally succeed
ed in convincing the trustees to pass that vote, and to record itself not only in 
favor of the project, but in billing its own congregation and collecting the dues. 

We have an understanding with them on delinquencies. We have no right 
to expect them to push Zionist dues harder than their own membership dues, and 
if they have 90% collection of their own duee, then preemnably we can only expect 
90'/o collection of our. ·zionist dues. Now that is the way things were carried out. 
They have passed that vote, billed their members. They have had to bill them sep
arately because their own membership bills were mailed a month prior to that, but 
in all future statements of uncollected membership dues, they will carry tho 
Zionist duos as well. 
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From that point on, the procedure was this: the action of this boo.rd of 
trustees was ratified at an annual membership meeting which followed shortly, so 
the whole thing was legalized. Secondly, they followed that up with a letter to 
the members, advising them of the vote of the trustees and confirming the vote of 
the membership, told them the bills would follow shortly, and gave them the reasons 
why the trustees had passed this vote. Within a period of two weeks subsequent to 
that time, the bills were sont by the congregation to its membership and those du0e 
are now in the process of collection. We have every reason to believe that they 
will collect at least the ea.me retie for the Zionist dues as they do for their own. 

The only other coirment on it is this: that all through this thing we 
felt we had to have a friendly relationship with the congregation. We didn't want 
to do them any ha.rm. We didn't want to have them pase a vote for which they would 
be sorry. Thero have only been two members that have written in or have spoken tc 
the board as being opposed to Joining ono of the constituent Zionist groups. On 

that basis we feel that thero will be no further objections. If so, there will be 
a Zionist connnittee in the Temple that will work on those individuals who feel 
they don't want to cane in.. From t.ha.t point we are expecting to go on to other 
organizations. 

One other canmentary: these things work out rather peculiarly scmetimes. 
We are thinking in terms of getting Zionist members, but as a matter of fact, I 
can tell you in the case of Kehillath Israel, they have already gotten several new 
members frcm our own group at the schul. That doesn't occur to very many of tho 
trustees. They feel it is a one-way street. But the fact remains that the echul 
has a chance to get some membership too. 

RABBI BELLER: I hope a great many others will go and do likewise. Are 
there any further comments or discussions or sus estions? 

MR. SCHANZER, Brooklyn: I want to say that over in Fast Midwood we ueed 
this method. We had Samuel Rothstein, the presidont of the congre atton, make a 
statement about it and we had the rabbi make another plea. I then forgot that I 
was president of the Brooklyn region, and ae a member of East Midwood I made the 
motion that we follow and join along on this plan. In addition to East Midwood, 
we are very hopeful within the next week or two of getting the leading congrega
tion of Manhattan Beach, the Ocean Parkway Jewish Center, which Mr. Shatzer re
ported about, and East Flatbush Jewish Center le on the road to it. And we are 
laying very strong lines in the Brooklyn Jewish Center. 

MR. GOODMAN, St. Louis: The modus operandi we initiated in St. Louie ie 
this: la.st week we had a meeting of all of the conservative and orthodox rabbis 
of the city. They have a Council of Rabbis, and they have passed a resolution 
concerning the Protest rabbis. We are going to meet next weekend. Thursday 
evening following, there is going to be a meeting of the Vaad Ha'ir. That is a 
body constituted of delegates of all the conservative and orthodox synagogues. 
They are going to confirm the resolution passed at the ur ing of the rabbi~ and 
then our procedure will be for each synagogue to have their own ca:nmittee and to 
go after the membership and follow them up. 

MR. HALBERT: Zionist membership is just one percent of the Jewish popu
lation of this country. It seems to me that scmething should be done to raise 
this figure up to almost ten percent, which we have done in our district. If it 
is a question of enrollment, we might ooneider reducing the membership dues. I 
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think the time hae came, if necessary, to subsidize the expenditures some other way, 

but to really enroll the 500,000 Zionists we are looking for. It has been recannnernl 

ed here before to take action for enrollment that would bring in hundreds of thou

sand.a - I mean it literally. I am skeptical ae to the final results you will have 

under this procedure when the ~xt enrollment le taken. 

RABBI HELLER: I understand that is a suggestion which you make because, 

as you and the members of the Administrative know, the one subject on which we 

always have very heated and lengthy discussion is dues. Whether we talk about 

Palestine or not, or about Zionist policies or not, we can always get up a good 

discussion on dues. That was discussed at tho last Convention. I don't think it 

is within the power of the Administrative Council to change that, but we are happy 

to have the suggestion. That is within the power of the Convention. 

MR. HAL.BERT: If American Zionisn has assumed the great responsibility and 

importance that it has today, I think we should go out for an enrollment of 

500,000, but we cannot get it with the methods used today. I would reconmend that 

the dues bo reduced to a $2.00 basis and also the suggeetlon I ma.de some time ago, 

that any other member of that family enroll for an additional dollar. It is just 

as dignified to be a Zionist for $2.00 as for $5.00. I say that this is supposedly 

the supreme body of the Zionist Organization. We have muddled a.long frcm year to 

year and stand in no better position today than we did five years ago. You increase 

it by 2,000, but you have the poeeibilitiea for hundreds of thousands more. I 

would like to make a suggestion that the dues be reduced to $2.00 for the purpose 

of enrolling a tremendous number of Zionlete. 

RABBI HELLER: Ma.y the Chair suggest that since thie Administrative 

Council has not the right to change .the oonetitution, that the suggestion of Mr. 

Halbert be deferred until the meeting of the Administrative Council before the 

next Convention; it be considered then to perhaps reconnnend it to the next Con

vention for its consideration. 

MR. SAMUEL BERSON: I feel that this movement enrolling synngoguee is 

the one great. step you have taken in many many years, and once it start,c,, it will 

go on with greater acceleration, but I believe the rabbis do not help us to the 

greatest extent that we have a right to expect fran them. I think it would be 

effective if the President of the Z.O.A. and the three heads of the rabbinical 

associations should send a letter to all the rabbis of America, asking them to 

take the initiative in this J)flrt icular piece of work. The laymen will help them. 

I think it will be far more effective then, because when a lay cc:mmittee canes to 

a board and the rabbis are ignored, the rabble will passively help us, but you've 

got to have their active support. Perhaps with the initial work on their part, 

we can go much faster than before. 

RABBI BELIER: I think Mr. Berson ought to be reminded that the Rabbin

ical Assembly took this action originally. It was an action of rabbis and then 

they proceeded to the United Synagogue and their individual congregations. 

MR. SHETZER: There is one item I left out of my report which I should 

like to add. I should have told you that we were also able, durins this process 

of reducing the def1.cit, to eliminate our major obligation. We owed ecmething 

like $40,000 to the World Zionist Organization on the shekel account, which wo 

all paid in full, and we were enabled to pay it all at one time by reason of 

$15,000 which was loaned to the Z.O.A. by a number of our very good friends on 
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the Finance Ccmnittee. That $15,000 has also already been repaid. In addition to 
the $40,000, we have pa.id the shekel account up to January 1st, of the curront yen.r. 

One further matter. A ntnnber of the members of our Administrative Council 
are not With us today. They are in the armed services of our country. It has beert 
suggested, and I am prepared to offer this recanmendation, that we elect thorn as 
members of the Administrative Council on leave for the duration. That is for the 
following men, and such others of our A. C. members who ma.y hereafter Join the 
armed services. I don't have tho ranks of all of them, but the rabbis are chaplo.i11f 

Rabbi Abraham Dubin of Flushing, L. I.; Alfred Fleisbma.n of St. Louie, Mc.; Harry 

H. Frankel of Cincinnati, Ohio; Rabbi Joshua. L. Goldberg of Astoria, L. I.; Raobi 
Abraham Haeelkorn of Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; Rabbi Edward T. Sandrow of Woodmere, L.I. 

Dr. Harry Wechsler of New York City and lewis Weinstein of Boston. These men arc 
now in the armed services, and I hope, Mr. President, that they be continued as 
members on leave for the duration. Thie may not be a ccmplete list. 

RABBI HELLER: It is moved and seconded that a.11 menbers of the Admini
strative Council who are serving in the armed forces of the United States shall 
be regarded as on leave, but are still continued ae members of the Administrative 
Council for the duration of their service, and thus entitled to receive minutes 
of meetings. 

RABBI GREENFIELD: Is it permissible for us to do any such thing? Can 
we pa.ss any such motion, or isn't it rather up to uo to recommend it to the next 
Convention? Ia it possible for the Ad.minietrntive Council to elect people to th0 
Council for the duration? 

RABBI HELLER: It strikes the Chairman that Dr. Greenfield's point is 

well taken. So until the next Convention we may continue these people as members, 
and with the consent of Mr. Shctzer we will recanmend that therefore it shall be 
recanmended to the next Convention and it shall take that action. 

MR. SINEBRAND, Atlantic City: I'd like to nsk Mr. Shatzer a q_uestion 
in connection with the $40,000 he spoke of. Ia that in ndditlon to the $85,000 
deficit? 

MR. SBETZER: Part of it. 

RABBI BELLER: Those in fnvor of the motion with the amendment to it --

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 

Rabbi Heller then introduced Moshe Shertok, Political Chief of the 
Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. 

Mr. Shortok spoke in pa.rt as follows: 
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''During the past several years the Yiehuv has been subjected to a series 
of strains and stresses which were not eaey to endure, and which tested to the ut
most all the strength and courage and endurnnce of our people. Happily the storms 
blew over, and the danger, which at times eeemod vory real and close, wae averted. 
However, great as wo.e the tension during those periods, it nover reached the stage 
of pa.nic. There was a grave determination to eell our lives aa dearly na we could, 
to prevent the occupation of the country, but that if fate so decreed, we should 
fall as fighting men, and not be slaughtered like helpless eheop. 

The extent of an effective ddfense, of ccurae, did not depend on us 
alone, and it was a source of acute distreeo and very great anxiety and indigna
tion that we have not beon permitted fuller pa.rticipa.tion, although certain ilYJ.
provemonts have since been made. 

At the begirming of the war we thought that we would be able to leave 
certain political differences in abeyance and concentrate, in full collaboration 
with the authorities, military an1 civil, on the ma.in taak before us, that of 
winn1-~g the war. But this was not to be, and we found ourselves engaged, at 
every step, in a long series of bitter political struggles. I cannot here report 
fully on the entire trend, but acme highlights should bo of interest. 

Our difficulties and heartaches were many: the severe restrictions on 
immigration, the Pa.tria disaster, the forcible remcval of aom.e 1,700 people froo 
Palestine to Mauritius with a view to their never returning to Palestine after 
the war, the Struma. disaster, the arrests of members of the Haganah, and last, 
but not least, the reports about the masoacrea in Europe, which plunged the Yiohuv 
into a state of helpless rage at not being able to strike an effective blew to 
avenge the fate of those brothers and aieters and fathers and children of ours, 
and not being able to open the gates of Palestine to receive such fugitives as may 
be nble to escape. 

On the other hand, the feeling prevails in the Yiahuv that we have suc
ceeded in asserting our position fully in the present war emergency as a strong 
cc:mmunity, as a nationally conecioua community, as a canr.:tunity with groat econ
omic and military co.pa.city. 

It might be appropriate at this time to review some of' the progrese 
which we have ma.de in this direction. Today in Palestine, Jewish industry and. 
th~ industry of Palestine aro practically synonymous. We roccntly hold an 
exhibition of Paleatino'e war industries in Egypt. Hebrew was proscribed in that 
exhibition, and the governmental logic was as follows: of the three cffici~l . 
~angun~os of Paloetine, English was selecten ae the language of the exhibition, 
on the basis of canplete impartiality excluding both Hebrew and Arabic. But as 
the exhibition took place on the soil of Egypt, and os Arabic is the official 
language of Egypt, naturally the state language for F.gupt bad to be used in 
cormection with tho exhibition. As a result there were two languo.gee uaed -
English and Arabic -- and Hebrew was excluded. Nonetheleae, every vie1 tor, fran 
Hie Ma.josty, King Farouk, down to the laat Egyptian caretaker, knew that what 
they wore soaing was a Jewieh exhibition. It came out through the names of the 
exhibitors. Lt came out through the Hebrew advort1eernenta. It crune out througb 
the names of tho products. It was SClllething entirely new, ecmcthing entirely 
unprec0dented in that part of the world. And everybody knew that the exhibition 
was the result of Jewish immigration into Palestine. 
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The part Palestine today plays in the war effort is au."'!lething of which 
overy administrator, every visiting statesman, every military col'!'lr'l1lnder and every 
local .Arab I!l.inister muet tak0 full note. The carrying through of this war effort 
was fraUGht with ite own political difficulties. There hae never been a tim.0 when 
collaboration between the Jewish Agency, Jewish authorities in general and the 
Palestine government was more vitally necessary than it is today, but there has 
never been a tine when this collaboration was nore difftcult, because that ·minim11.. 
basis of mutual trust ~hich existed botwoen us and the Palestine all~inistration, 
on the basis of the Mandate, was destroyed by the White Paper of May, 1939. And 
when we found ourselves driven by imperative necessity to ccllaborntion with the 
Palestine all-rn.inistration, just ae tho Pnleetine administration found itself ccn
etra.ined to collaborate with us in the war effort, the absence of that mutual 
baeia, a minimmn. measure of mutual trust, was deadly to the success of our joint 
war effort. 

One or two exenples should indicate what I l'!lean. At the beginning of 
the war, before Palestine beca~e directly affected, we approached the Pnleatine 
government and suggested a series of neaeures to put the country on n war footing 
in terms of supplies, industrial organization, and organization of ~anpower. 
All our proposals were turned down on the grounds thnt we had put them forward 
with aa~e ulterior notive in mind; that what we were after was not really to he]J:> 
win the war but juet to make a good showing and consolidate our position in P3.l
eet1ne. 

When we said, "lay in etocke of raw materials and do it quickly while 
the getting is good", we were accused of trying to bolster up Jewish industries. 
As a result, raw materials have since had to be brought over under to?Tibly danger
ous conditions, at a coet of thousands of lives and a great volmne of tonnage, and 
with prices two or three times as high ae at the beginning of the war. 

We said at the beginning of the war, '~ring Jews into Palestine -- as 
many as you can today; we do not raiee tho question of the White Paper, for oven 
under that document tens of thouaa.nds of certificates arc due us. Thero are still 
countrioe fran which you can eave Jews." The Balkan countries were not yet in
volved. One could travel over land. One could travel over the sea. Civilians 
could travel by air to Paleatino. We said, ''Hore are the Jews of Bulgaria, the 
Jews of Rouma.nia. There is excellent human material among them. They are young 
people who would make fine soldiars, technicians, skilled nrtioons to stand you 
in good stead on the day of emergency." Again this was turned down on tho plea 
that that it had nothing whatever to do with the wnr, and that we were anxious 
only to get in Jewish immigrant a. Of course we were anxious to bring in Jewish 
immigrants, but we thought that the interest in Jewish devolopn.ent, the interest 
of the Jewish National Hano fully coincided with the vital wnr interests of the 
democratic front. But the vital interests of the democratic front were sacrificed 
for the sake of the anti-Zionist policy of the British Government and at timeo it 
oeemed, and still seems, that the Public Enemy Number Ole ngninet which the Pal
estine administration is waging its war is not Hitler, but Zionism. 

T1mea changed. Palestine became directly involved, and what was not done 
in good time had to be done hastily, under the atroeo of emergancy. Even in this 
there was extreme reluctance to resort to Jewish help. The Palestine a.dministro
tion seems to feel that by every piece of cooperation with ue they eign a bill 
which sane body will present to them for payment at the end of the war. 
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Who constitutes this administration? They a.re people who have been commis
sioned to carry through a policy. They have been given an imperative mandate to 
act in a certain manner and no other. Naturally, when you set ecmebody on a 
course he is liable to gain momentrmi in the course of hie action and to go a. 
little beyond the limite which were originally set. Nor should we forget that 
there is a cam.plate identification of the a.gents with the policy. To them it 
becomes a point of honor, a matter of something to carry through and to ehow 
that this is the right policy, not to admit failure. If they report that tho 
policy is unworkable, it means to them a peraonn.l failure a.a officials. Naturally 
they desire to make good, and make the White Pa.per policy a success . 

'l"he Jewish Agency is the body which is pledged to defeat that p611cr which 
to them is the very essence of their existence in Palestine today. If the 
question canes up of organizing the economic and mn.npower rcsourcoe of the Yishuv, 
the Palestine government must think of how to do it without resorting to the help 
of the Jewish Agency. Because if they do resort to the o.aeistance of the Jewish 
Agency, it will be ackn wledgment of its oxistenco o.s a major political factor. 
Moreove!', they will, despite themselves give new strength to it. 

But even tho Palestine govern..~orrt hne to give in under the pressure of dire 
military needs. Take the question of recruiting :tnto the Army. We have so far 
given the army as volunteer recruits 21,000 men and wcnon. In addition, we have 
recruited a force of over 7,000 guards who a.re soldiers to all intonts and pur
poses. That makes 28,500. In addition there ar0 about 1,500 or 2,000 Paleatin
ian Jews who, for one reascn or another -- it is not something which we liked but 
it is a fact which one haa to face -- have Joined the Allied anniea, the Polish 
anny, Greek, Czech, French, .American, etc. That .nkes a total of over 30,000 
people, in itself not a am.all figure for Pa.lostine. Moreover we are r.ecruited 
for combatant service only a.nd not for office work, hondquo.rters work, and all 
sorta of services which require people in sedentary occupo.tions . There is a. 
reason for it. But the reoult is that a largo number uf people wl.o would be ol
i~iblc for service in England or in Anerica or any other couutry are rejected as 
unfit in .Palestine. 

Then, we get two-thirds of the British pay. We don't worry much about tlie 
pay the soldiers get becauso if a young nan gets his clothes and his food and 
shelter, and in addition has a f ,w coins to ji le in his pocket, he io content, 
even if he doesn't got as ouch as the British s ·:1ldier. But think of the familioc, 
back hane. Tho prices in Palestine are more than twice ae high as tn the United 
Kingdan. In the United Ki1 dom the govermnent is spendil hundreds of nillions 
of poune.oto md.1nta.1n low price levels. Tho Governn1ont of Palestine does noth1Il€; 
of the sort, so that the roel income 0f a fru~ily of tho Jewish ooldier in Palos
tine 1s only one -third of the real inccuc of a fu.._~ily of a British soldier. 

In England there is o. system of old-o.ge penoions. No man or WC7.!lan over 
the age of 6~ is in danger of starvation or any real trou le. In addition, 
parents of soldiers get special allowances. In Palestine we have neither old-
age pensions nor any llowC".nccs o.t all fer any dependant, except wife and child
ren. But almost every young :nan of ours has got sone dependent, h1o father or 
mother or both parents or younger brother or sioter whcr.i he hnd brought over frm 
Europe b0foro the war. Feccd with these handicaps, lf we have so fo.r put into 
the field 30,000 people, and wo are still :putting them in, for recruit! goes n, 
it le sanething of which we ne0d not be ashamed. 
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These are ma.terial things. There are also psychological difficultiee. Every 
race and nation is fighting under itr:.l own banner. See how the dispatches gc out 
of their way to mention every instance in which the Poleo, the Czechs, the Greeks 
are fighting, not to speak of such ginnts as the United Kingdom, Rusala, .Anerico.. 
Even within the British army, every opportunity is taken to singlo 01:tt for opeciel 
reference the New Zealo.nders, tho South .Africans, the Auatrnlians. The Jew is 
nameless. The Jew is conde1:med to complete obliteration. There is no Jewish a.rmy·. 
The word "Jew", is taboo. 

We persisted in our claim for a Jewish fighting force, but the question for 
us was, and it was a difficult question to answer, sha.11 we make it an absolute 
condition? That is to say, so long as there is no Jewish fighting force shall we 
withhold our support? We could not take that step. Perhaps in sane ca.'lr:11ttee 
roan in .America or in England or South Africa, a different a.newer wa.e possible. 
But any other decision was :1n:poasible in Palestine. Consider our situation. Frcn 
all parts of the world troops flocked to Palestine to fight in Egypt, to fight i r. 
Syria, to fight in Paloetinc if necessary. Tl\ey 00.'1le•~•frcn all parts of the Enpire, 
fran England, South Africa, Australia., New Zee.land. Then Poles, Czechs, Greeks, 
.Americans ata::-ted cming, and they saw this Yiehuv. They were all in Tel Aviv 
and JeruealeTI. They saw the tens cf thousands of young men and worn.en walking the 
streets, sitting in the cafes, doing their job, of course, working on the land -
not all of them going by just idly. But none of them were in unifoni1, none of 
them risking their lives. You c1..uldn't very well explain to every single Britioh 
Tcmmy, to every Australian, what it wao nll about. They were all writing letters 
hcne all talking about it. Their reaction hnd an ~:pact on the Yiahuv. 

We canprcmised and said that if we would get Jewish unite, if the Jews will 
not be treated as hwnan dust, t o be scattered and dispersed, if the Jews will not 
be treated e.o Palestinians of the Jewish race, as people who just happened to be 
in Palestine, as Jews happen t o be in America, or in England, but if they would 
be treated as Jews, as forming a separate national entity, then we would enlist. 
And this wne Granted. 

It was a hard struggle, in which tho political authorities tried their beat 
to defeat us, but we .nanaged to COI!le t o terms with the military autporitiea in 
the test of political opposition. And what has been achieved, although not as 
far-reachiflcl as a J0wiah army, is unprecedented; that is, the existence within 
the British army, in all ite branches, of Palestine Jewish units, of nuclei of 
Jewish military authority. 

We now have well over 50 unite of men and wcmen in the army. They are 
charged with Jewish national spirit, Jewish enthuaiarnn, the conociouanos of 
Jewish national responsibility, and have already acquitted the~eelvee adri.irably. 

What has the other side done? Ae age.inst 21,000 Jews, about 8,000 Arabs 
have been recruited. The proportion in the population is one Jew to two Arabs, 
but th~ proportion in recruitbg is lees than one Aro.b to two Jews. Moreover, 
the 8,000 Arabs camo not only from Palestine. They cane o.leo from Transjord.a.n 
and frcm Syria, and about half of the 8,000 Arabs came and went. Either they 
went of their own volition or they were t old to go b0cause they were found to 
be no good. 
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has been harnessed, the way the cultural work has been extended, the way our 
scientific a.nd technical institutions are harneeoed.. But all this wns achieved 
in the teeth of constant opposition frari the Palestine goverr ont. Eventually 
they discovered the poaaibilitiea of Jowiah industry and agriculture. We were 
a.leo discovered by other countries end by va.rioue factors opera.ting in the wider 
frB.I!lework. wt ne give you a few exam lee. 

A wide network of roads in Syria, necessary for military reaacno, was built 
by Jewish ccntractore, Jewish enginoere and Jewish f'orenen. The availability of 
the personnel, technical equipnent, and fina.ncial organization made the task 
possible. 

A bridge hnd to be thrown o.cross the Euphrates, and. the project wae very 
nearly given up, because the military people thought that they would 1ot be able 
to find m~ong then engineers sufficiently qualified to erect such a. omplicated 
structure. It was only . . by accident that certain military aen len.rned that i n H .:t:fc._. 
at the Technical Institute, one of the professors was a man who had been Nuribor 
One in bridge-building in Czechoelcwakia. Fran e Jewish eource 500 pounds was 
a.ppropriatca for a trial scheme, which was accepted. A Jewish contractor bid f or 
and got the jo and it was a Jewish fim that built that bridgo over the Euphrates. 

Take another exanple. When Rostov first fell into Nazi hands and the oil 
refineries were taken, the Russians had to fall back on scruebody else for the r 
eupfly. The refiners in Persia had to expand production quickly and required 
in a very short tilne hund.reda of additional skilled artisans. They looked abov:t 
and discovered Palestine. Th~y cano to us an1 said, "you flUSt help us. It is 
frightfully urgent." They got the people, and t oday hundreds of Jews, r1echanics, 
welders, electricians, carpenters are workil1e.1 in those refinerioa. You will find 
Jewish technicians and special 1st e in Egypt. You will find them in Syria and even 
in Abyssinia. 

Who.t does all this mean? It neans that they need the Jew. We have gotten 
to the stage where we are needed i"n the war, not as fino.nciers but as workers anl 
technicians. It lo not by chance that these people found the ' solveo in Palestine . 
It is not by accident that here wo suddenly fuund this accumulation of skill, 
talent, knowledce, capacity for organization and oalf-eacrific0 . 

Th.ore has been a conspiracy of eilence ebout all theoe things becauoe it 
is difficult to base reporto on noWeJ,'epere unleas thoy get it frcn a. roeponeiblc 
source. Tho representative on the spot can aond only euch itene as a.re palatable: 
to local censorship, and local censorship eta politcal inetructi0na a.a to what 
should ba let through and what should not be let through. 

Before caning to thia country I epont two months in Londcn. I found thero 
a. moat uneasy conscience with regard to Pnleetino and tho White Po.per policy. In 
certain official circles a process of heart-searching is going on, and there is 
a tendency toward revision of pclicy. All thie is in a stn.te of flux, fa.r fran 
b'o"lng crystallized, but there ia a growing appreciation on the one, hand of tho 
Jewish question as it loans today in all its tragic mn.gnitude. People are egin
ning to understand that there is only ono solution and that 113 Palestine. Thero 
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are nnny who still fUI!lble, trying to rincl sane other method, and they are constant
ly being thrown back upon Palestine. It is up to us to foster, to accelerate that 
process of heart-searching, and not to let consciences calm down. 

If public opinion is sufficiently stirred it may yet ~ove governnonte to 
action. We shall certainly fail in our historic responsibility if we do not do 
whatover is possible. It is not for ua to fail. A mortal can do only his best -
but he should do hie beet. We have immediate ta.eke and we have long-range tasks. 
With confidence, faith and zeal we must buckle down, neglecting no opportunity and 
rising over all obstacles, and assure the permanent solution of the Jewish problon 
in Palestine. 

- oOo -

RABBI HELLER: On behalf of the Administrative Council, I should like 
to thank Mr. Shertok for hie remarkably lucid, informative and deeply moving 
statement in regard to conditions in Palestine. I feel sure that all of the mem
bers of the Administrative Council felt as I did, in listening to Mr, Shertok we 
had an infinitely clearer picture of the present state of affairs told without 
fear or favor in regard to Palestine, and that is something that all of us have 
very ardently wished to have. 

The Council recessed at this point and reconvened after lunch. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

RABBI HELLER: The first order of business will be a report by Judge 
Rothenberg in regard to the Zionist War Effort Canmittee. 

JUrGE ROI'HENBERG: I must eay that of all the Zionist taeks I have ba.d 
during the years, I never was assigned a sweeter task than the one given to me 
by Judge Levinthal when ho.iappointed me the Chairman of the War Bond Salee Com
mittee. I don't have to argue with anybody, and there is no opposition - every
body is in favor of War Bonde, and above all, we are doing pretty well. When 
we went into this thing, we really were blind about the whole thing. We didn't 
know how much we could raie0, or what was considered good for our organization 
or what was considered bad - there were no standards. 

Besides that, I think it ought to be known that we were given about 
the worst possible month in which to do this work because not only was it the 
shortest month, and in December the Government had put on an intensive tattl};)e.1gn 
as you know where billions of dollars were raised, but now in the month of Feb
ruary people aro getting money ready to pa.y the incane tax, and in addition to 
all of which they didn't change the number of days in the month. We still have 
28 days. There are any number of people who have rendered excellent service in 
th~ various cities, sane of them here and some are not hero. 
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This report represents only about 90 to 100 canmunitiee out of a 
total of 400 canmunities where we have been having the campaign, and we have to 
report at the manent, $6,270,000.* I wouldn't know whether this was good or 
bad except that by certain teats I mo.de - I asked a number of peopl~ at random 
what they would think was a good result for the Z.O.A. which has about 50,000 
members, and I got figures anywhere between $500,000 and the top was $3,000,000. 
No one said that they expected more than $3,000,000. 

In addition to that, Mr. Shetzer tells me that the Treasury Department 
is exceedingly pleased with the progress of the campo.1gn. They were in touch 
with almost every city. They have been flooding our citiue with literature 
directly frcm the Treasury Department in addition to the work done by the nation 
al office. It looks ae if we will have a very substantial amount by the end, 
and I think that is very important, not only as a patriotic duty to raise as 
much money as we can as a contribution to the war effort, but I think all of us 
must realize that in selling these bonds we also helped Palestine, which is 
part of the war front. 

I have tried to impress upon our people in the national office, in 
the Jewish Centers, that bound up with the success or failure of the campaign 
is the honor and prestige of the Zionist movement. If we had ma.de a poor show
ing we would be taken very lightly in Washington. If they see that we can 
raise millions of dollars among Zionists in the short space of thirty days, 
well, it adds up to scmething, and I think the political implications of such 
an action are not to be underest1m.eted. 

All I want to say in conclusion ie this: the national office has 
really done an excellent Job. I listened t o Mr. Shetzer's report this morning, 
and I must say, 1.n my years and years of experience in the Zionist movement) 
who served four times as President and knows all the details of the problems 
in the Zionist Organizations - the report this morning wae most gratifying. 
The Administration, at the head of which are Judge Levinthal, Rabbi Heller, 
Mr. Shetzer and others, are to be congratulated for the work that the Z.O.A. 
has done. I know w~at a load, for instance, must have been lifted fran their 
shoulders) and i n that respect the Finance Connnittee deserves a great deal of 
recognitionJ especielly its Chairman, Mr. Berson, by the ir taking off this 
load. I know how difficult it is to work under a defici t . When I came into 
office it was sarothing like $169,000 and finalJ.y, when I l eft of:.."'ice, it had 
been reduced to $37,000, and I tho ht the world looked altogc·cher different, 
but we have now wiped it out canpletely, so that the Zionist mo,,ement is free 
to engage in new work, and it is a splendid thing. 

And you heard, too, about the increase in membership. The New Pal
estine certainly has improved. ~spite all this work, Mr. Shetzer, Mr. 
Barbarash, in tho offico in Washington, and others there have done a fine piece 

* In the weeks following this meeting the total amount of U.S. War Bond 
Sales by Z.0.A. members and Districts, roached gr~nd total of more than 
$17,500,000. 
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of work in connection with the 'War Bond .sales. They followed up every canmunity, 
kept in touch with each one, with every district, and of course in New York City 
we had tho ea.me cooperation frcm Mies Jeannotte Steinberg who works on Z.O.A. 
matters in the New York office, Dr. Bornstein who bas been handling the Yiddish 
public:ty - all have been giving very excellent cooperation, and that shows the 
results. Of course, the credit is essentially due to you and all your associ
ates throughout the country who have gone into this thing with enthusiastic 
understanding of all of its implications. 

RABBI HELLER: I am sure the organization is extremely grateful to 
Judge Rothenberg for undertaking this task, and happy that it has been so suc
cessful. We all express the hope that that success will continue and grow with 
in the noar future. 

The next item on our agenda is the American Council for Juda.ism. I 
think it is exceedingly important that the Administrative Council should hoar 
the facts concerning the .American Council for Judaism and should discuss what 
kind of action it wishes to take. I went to tell you frankly that 1B is a 
rather embarrassing position for m0 to take in relation to the cnuoo . I am 
acting more or lees in a double capacity, and despite protestations which all \ 
of us make that we can distinguish between our various capacities in office, \ 
those arc rather unreal divisions. I ha~pen to be the President of the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis in this controversy. If you read the Now Palestine 
this week, you will sec the letter I sent out over a weok ago to the members of 
that body, which relatoe rather fully t o the sequence of events. I'd like it 
to be clearly understood that in explaining the situation to you, I run not 
speaking as the President of the Conference, because I have no right to net 
for thom. The Conference itself, outside of a resolution that was enacted by 
its Executive Board in October of last year, has not yet met, nnd hne not been 
able to take any corporate action in regard to the American Council for Judn-
ism. I have no doubt that it will take action when it convenes this cCJTling 
June. 

In 1:r~icf, this is the history of evento that led up t o the organiza
tion of the .Araerican Council for Judaism, and its present statue. The primarJ 
cause for the organization of this group was, according t o them, the enactment 
of a resolution by the Central Conference of American Rabbis at its convention 
last February in Cincinnati on the Jewish Anny. The gentlemen wh ; objected 
to this contended that in the capacity of this resolution, the Central Confer
ence of American Babbie had gone back on ite own proclaimed neutrality and that 
it was in bad faith; that it had driven them into the necessity of taking sep
arate action. I am not going to discuss the merits or demorits of those con
tentions, as I proceed. 'We can do that er-long oureolves later on. 

At any rato, very shortly aftor that time, a group of men asoembled 
and decidod to convene a conference of like-minded rabbis in Atlantic City. 
The nows of this went out quito rapidly. An attempt was made to prevent it, 
but an unsuccessful attempt. That meeting was held in Atlantic City early i n 
the mo th of Juae, and it listened to a number of men, sane of whose remarks 
wer0 published, ae you know, in tho daily prees, and sane of which were excoo,i-
1ngly unfortunate in their content, at lea.et in regard to the loyalty of 
American Zionists, and in tho rather lntcmp0ra.te character of the attacks con
tained in them. That meeting also resolved to continue its attenpt t o expand 
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into a lay-rabbinical group and to oeek agencies for the dissemina.tion of its 
point of view. It discussed variouo rn.attoro such ns the establiebJ!lent of a 
periodical, the publication of pnmphlete, the dispatch of lecturers, the organ
ization of CO!lIIlU11ities on a nationwido baeio. 

The first overt act that it took waa the fo1T.1ulation of the statoment 
of principles, which is itself an open secret in the form in which it wna pub
lished, and was the third of a serioa of formulations, increasing in moderate
ness as ccmpared with the original version. Thie etator.ient of principles, which 
was published in various Jewish papers, and in brief in oone of the press of the 
country, wn.s purported to de three things: primarily, first of all, to state its 
reasons for opposition to Zionimn or nationalism, which is the te?'!!l used in Jew
ish life; secondly, to propound a religious point of view which purports to de
rive chiefly fran the prophets, and to be an interpretation of reform JudaiElI!l. 
as such; and thirdly, to ausgest that there was a necessity for action against 
Zionism. 

That statenent of principles was replied to, as you know, rather 
prociptly, by a etatenent that was drawn up by a group of Zionist rabbis, and 
circulated among all the rabbinical groupa of the country. During the t1me that 
these things wero happening, and since then, too, some of the nembers of this 
group of non-Zionist refonn ra.bbie - also took upon themeolvee to make propa
ganda against ZioniBI!l in Washington, Sevoral of them visited the State Depart
ment anct have attempted to induce the State Department to turn a donf ear to 
Zionist claims, and at tho very least to sow issension or doubt within the 
minds of sane of the men who net for this Govor:rnent. 

And finally it was announced in the New York TL~es that this group 
was preparing to incorpcrnte under the laws of the State of New York an organ
ization to be known as the Al!lerican Council for JudaiBI1'l, which was an organiza
tion in favor of a religious interpretation of the character of tho Jew1oh aims, 
in opposition to a Jewish flag, a Jewish army and a Jewish State. So aa ·far an 
I know, tho Atler1can Council for Judaism has not yet been chartered. It also 
is true that the effort to incorporate it was undertaken without the consent 
of the conotituent members of the body itself, ~nd by a ccmparatively small 
group. 

I think the Adroinietrativo Council ought to remenber the sharpening 
controversy on both sides, a great deal of bitterness, a lot of vituperation. 
I think you ought to know that many of the r.icn who compose this group feel that 
they are boing attacked without pity, without brotherhood, without mercy, tha.t 
they arc entitled to their own point of v1.0w a.nd. that epithets have been flung 
at them, and have acccnplished no purpose other than to illustrate the lack of 
decency on the part of the Zionist groups and the Yiddish preoe. An attempt 
wns mado at the ougsestion of one of the menbere of this group who are within 
the Ar.lerican Council for Judaism, to cause its diaoolution. The history of 
that ottempt ie in the New Palestine. It was not done at r.iy own personal ini
tiative, but at the invitation of this group itself. 

A meeting was held in Baltimore on January 5th of .this year. It was 
attended by 14 rabbis repreeentins the Zionists, anti-Zionists and so-called 
neutrals, and at the tine it nppeared that there was a genuine possibility of 
arriving at an agreement and at an understanding for the abandonment of the 
entire attempt to form an organized anti-Zionist rabbinical front in the United 
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States. Precisely for what reasons that did not succeed, I really don't know. 
Sane of the gentlemen who have been nff111aten with this group have withdrawn 
frcm it, some of the younger men and acme of the older men. There is no ~
icular secret about who they were, because of the letters they bsv~ written end 
published. Some of the laymen who had affiliated theneelvee with it and given 
money to it have also informed them they will net support it, but they are 
themselves convinced that they will find a considerable measure of support, 
despite those things anong both rabble and laymen, that there is a considerable 
number of people in the United States who are cager to join them and help thc~n, 
and they still propoae to embark upon various publications and various public 
activities. 

I wae informed by this group just a littl0 more than two weeks o.go 
that they had decided to reject the proposal made to them. I think I ought 
to tell tho Acbninistrotive Council too that as part of these discussione, it 
was agreed that all controversy between the two groups should at least tempor
arily be put a halt to. That was agreed to by the Office Camnittee of the 
Emergency Camn.ittee and by this group. I am very happy to say that in my 
opinion the truco was observed by the Zionists without any exception. I regret 
to eay it was not observed by the rabbis. On throe occasions, members of this 
group violated the agreement which that group had ontored. Some of you pro
bably know the occasions yourselves. The American Is:"'-,elite published a violent 
attack on Zionism by Rabbi Lazaron of Baltimore, shor t l y after this agreement 
had been entered into. It contained certain phraso Q 11~·.:.ich were eo unbounded 
1n their foolishness that it is very difficult to c1·ed.lt them. For example, 
you probably saw the phrase, "Zionism is at varience v l th the Atlantic Charter", 
and various things like that. I eban'~ go into t ho dota1le of the other in
fractions of this agraament, but they are on record and we poeseee the evid
ence of tho infractions themselves. 

The situation at thG mcment, of which I think the Administrative 
Council is compelled to take cognizance, is that this group intends to go on 
and it intends 1 y 1-te own declaration to continue t c t he extent cf its abili-
ty to fight ag~inr.t Zionism. Now these gentlemen mako a careful distinction 
both in writing and in their public proclamations between To.lestine and Zioni . . 
They contend that. thoy a.re in favor of immi3ration into Palestine, of tho 
phyaico.l, cultural and religious rehabilitation of Eretz Israel; but that the r 
are opposed to the political character of Zioniam, to its nationaliem, to what 
they call postwar nationalism, which they contend !e one of the tenets of 
Z1oniam, and they intend to try to pursue this distinction and this type of 
propaganda. throushout the country. 

The Zionists themselves, I find, aro divided in their opinion ae to 
the riGht course of ncti~n t o take. There are aomo Zionists who believe that 
this group wilJ disintegr te. It may interest you to know that some of the 
men who hc..ve bolongad to this group, who have left it are of the opinion 
that if we merely l ot it a.lone it will fall tc pieces. There are sane evidences 
of that nlready. Thero are other Zionists who b lieve that by fighting 
against them, with as much intensity as we have, wo tond to dignify them and 
give them a great deal more public attention thnn they would otherwioe secure. 
Thero are other Zionists who are of the op1n1cn th~t this is a particularly 
difficult time, that thero are people in Washington, part1culn.rly, wh a.re 
only too eager to point t o this type of diversion among ourselves, and will use 
1t to ccmpletoly wa.eh their bands of the wholo affair. 
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I think it is the duty of the Administrative Council to consider what 
types of action it wishes to propose before the next Convention of the Zionist 
OJ'ga.nization in relation to the American Council for Judaism. I have certain 
suggestions myself to make, which I'd like to make in the course of the discus
sin as it proceeds. 

MR. UMANSKY: The only way we can combat this group a.nd make them feol 
like nothing ia to have a referendum. We must once and for all register the entire 
American Jewry, and I am ready, for myslef, to do anything in my power and with m3r 
time, and I know all of the others would do that everywhere. 

A referendum must be established. We must receive a vote. I don't 
care whether we have decided to have a free vote or with a ten-cent registra.tio~ 
fee, or whatever you decide upon, but we must once and for all come to the American 
public and say, ''here, there are five million Jews in the United States. We have 
here a million or two million or three million voting in favor of a national home 
for the Jewish people," and that is the only solution. 

MR. BERSON: I can readily see where this can take up six hours of dis
cussion. We all have definite opinions. I would seek, for the sake of economy 
of tune, that you and Judge Levinthal, who know the problems of Zionist sentiment, 
present your opinions as you gather them fran the sentiments of our Zionist forces 
throughout the land. Then we can know. You repr0sent our sentiments, and we can 
econcmize on time and. a.void a. long discussion, but if you listen to two dozen 
speakers, they will only repeat what you were probably going to say, and I think 
it would help us if you two gentlemen would present the case to ua now. 

MR. HELLER: I don't like to take issue with Mr. Berson, but I believe 
that it is important that the Administrative Council which has not yet had a~y 
chanco whatsoever to come together a.nd discuss this, even though we haven't much 
time - this is one of the two most important subjects with which we have to deal 
this afternoon, and I believe that this is a democratic gathering which should 
represent not merely the opinion of the President of the z.o.z. and of myself, but 
of tho m0mbors who are present here. I am eager to learn what is the opinion of 
the men and women gathered here, as to what this means and as to what we should do 
about it. 

.MR. GOODMAN, St. Louis: Mr. Chairman: I know that you have sent out 
a questionnaire throughout the country to all of the districts, and asked them 
certain definite questions. I think it would be setting us on the right path in 
a hurry if we could get a report on the results of thoCJe questionna.ircliii. 

RABBI BRESLAU: Do you wish to turn now to the consideration of that 
report? For some time now, ever since the beginning of the war, there has been 
discussion among Zionists throughout the country with regard to the necessity or 
the desirability of having a mass registration expressing American Jewish opinion 
with regard to Pal0stine. Particularly since December 7th these discussions 
have came to the fore. They were discussed and no definitive action was 
taken. Recently, upon the organization of the .American Council for Judaism, 
the office has received many inquiries with regard to it, and Mr. Shetzer on 
his own initiative, and the initiative of the administration, sent a question
naire to all districts and to members of this body, inquiring a to what your 
reaction would be with regard to such a questionnaire. Such a registration 
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should take what forn? How wideepreod should it be? Who should Join? Should 
it be sinply an activity of the Z.0.A. or should we try to :ciake it an activity 
of all Zionist bodies? 

Mr. ShetEer has prepared, and the office ha.a prepared o. digest of the 
replica that have cco.e in. It is too early to nake a conclusive Judgment on 
all the answers that have come in, but for the purpose of this meeting, a 
tentative report has been prepared and I'd like to read that report, following 
which I shall give you other suggestions: 

"A questionnaire was addressed on Jo.nuary 5th to 540 persona which includes 
430 District chairmen and 110 members of tho Administrative Council (60 ~enbere 
of tho Administrative Council are District chain:1en). 231 replies were receirerl. 
Considering the fact that not oore than 315 districts can be considere1 as 
actually :functioning, thie represents probably the largest return to any inquiry 
addressed to our Districts. 

"Of the 231 replies, 209 approve proposals for a ?!le.BS registration. 
Only 22 definitely opposed such registration. 

"Of those in favor of the r.iase registration, 109 indicated that we 
should eeek only individual signatures. 26th~ ht we should proceed to obtain 
organizational endcreenents and ci8 thought that we should pursue both individual 
and organization endorseoents. 

"Of those who expressed any opinion upon the question of fees, 146 
or 65i are opposed to any fee in connection with the registration. Of the 67 
who favor a fee, 33 prefer that it be 10¢ or leas; 17 indicated a preference 
for a 25¢ fco; 10 for 50¢, and 9 for various OJ!l0unta over 50¢ but moetly $1.00. 
Some of those who euggeet a 50¢ fee, specifically provided that it be a Shekel 
payment. 

"In reply to the question 'approximately how many Jews in your cCl!ll'lun
ity do you think that you can enroll ae signa.tories on a :ca.as petition?', those 
who replied indicate that we might expect to obtain approximately 1,112,000 
signatures. Those favoring a mase registration seem to believe that we could 
ma.rsball all of the necessary manpower to perform the task. Many said that we 
could get the cooperation of the Hadaseah, Mizrachi, Poole Zion, various 
synagogues, sisterhoods and men's clubs, B'nai B'rith Lodges and other local 
groups, to join with them in the work. 

''While the replies in many instances represent the personal views of 
the individual, 1n most cases the replies to the questionnaire were submitted 
after consultation with others within the District and in moat cases after a 
meeting of the District Executive Conm1ttee. 

"Moat of the replies were received prior to the meeting which was con
vened in Pittsburgh by the B'nai B'rith. Even those which were rocoived sub
sequently, made no reference to the proposal to convene an American Jewish 
Assembly. Nevertheless, this is a factor which has to be taken into considera
tion. Can the Z.0.A. undertake a program seeking to enroll a million or more 
individuals at the same time that it will have to be activoly engaged in 
electioneering? 
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"In support of the ma.ea registration, it is urged that 1t would con
stitute a tremendously effective instrument for marshalling American Zionist 
sentiment in advance of tho peace conference a~ we11 · ae a smashing reply to the 
challenge of the anti-Zionists who contend. that the Z.O.A~ does not represent 
the majority of American Jewry. It is believed, too, that the million signatures 
would provide a splendid prospect list for Zionist membership and in that respc0t. 
would serve to stimulate our membership enrollment. Against the registration it 
is urged that the time is not propitious; that a registration should be relnted 
to a great political act and that if the peace conference is not held within a 
year after the registration, we will have, so to speak, 'shot our bolt' and 
wasted our efforts. Those who urge this point of view believe that the registra
tion should take pla.ce only upon the eve of the peace conference which shall 
follow this war. 

"In any event, to insure the success of an effort designed to obtain 
a million or more signatures would require setting up a wholly new piece of 
machinery, apart from the present staff of the Z.O.A., and would require a 
budget of no lesl3 than $100,000 and perhaps as much ae $200,000. At least throe 
to four months of preparation would be required. 

"A number of those wllo oppose a registration boliovo that the same 
effort which would be required could more usefully be directed towards enroll
ment in our regulnr Zionist membership activities n1d in aggressively pran.oting 
synagogue membership." 

Now, this ia the digest by the Z.0.A. office of the replies that have 
can.e in. I may eny this further: that in connection with this proposal there 
are several things suggbstod. One, thnt it be in tho form of a petition to 
the State Department, to the President of our own country, asking for support 
in behalf' of Pnleetine. Another le that it might be a simple statement of 
endorAement of the full Zioniet position as stated in the Biltmore resolution. 
Another proposal is tho.t put forth by Dr. Harry Friedenwa.ld of Bo.ltimore, who 
is very much interested in ma.es registration, and he believed it would be suf
ficient to secure an endorsement of the Balfour Declarntion. We have never 
changed our position on that. 

It may be worthwile this afternnon to trJ~ to resolve action, as to 
whether it should be a free or paid registration, and if paid, what the sum 
should be. But a.11 of this will have to wait until decisions can really cane 
forth. They cannot be made this a.fternnon. We havo to wo.it for o. chance for 
further study. Personally, my own contact with the problem has convinced me, 
having heard frc.m f!1Y own District and region, nnd others I ha7e come in contact 
with, that this would eorvo as a unanL~oue indication, ae an immediate and 
positive answor to th~ 01• nnizntion of the .American Council for Judaism. 

RABBI HELLER: The Chnirruo.n would like to suggest that it would be wise 
for this meeting not to take any definite action until the discussion is can
pleted and until you have also heard tho relationohip bctwoen the proposal 
for a mass regiet~ation and the American Jewish Assembly, bocnuao obviously 
those aro also related. 



• 

Administrative Council Minutes -
2/21/43 -20-

Mr. Rothstein, Mr. Judenfreund and Mr. Rabalsky then participated in 
tho discussion, roundly condemning the Ar.lerican Council for Judaiam and urgi > 

a mass rogistration ae an effective way of recording the sentiment of American 
Jewry on the subject of Zioniem. 

RABBI HEUER: Ia it the opinion of the Administrative Council that 
it wo11ld be wise to InUSo at this point and to have the American Jewish Assembly 
iten presented to you? All of these matters are intimately rolated. May I oo.y 
before I ask Judge Levinthal to do this, tho Adminiatretive Council will be 
called upon to adopt a resolution prepared last night by the Executive Committee 
for recommendation to it, because it ie necessary for the organizations which 
were represented at the Pittsburgh meeting to ratify what was done by their 
representatives, and formally to affiliate with the American Jewish Assembly i n 
the issuance of a Call for such an Assembly. Judge Ievinthal, would you be 
kind enough to present this matter? 

JUOO.E LEVINTHAL: I would like to report first that on January 23rd 
and 24th, when the conference called by Henry Monsky of tho B'nai B'rith wo.s 
held in Pittsburgh, the Zionist Organization of America was represented by Dr. 
Israel Goldstein, Judg8 Merrie Rothenberg and myself'. Ea.ch organization was 
permitted to be :t-epreeonted by a maximum of three persona attending that meetin-7. 
As you know, 32 organizations of the 35 invited wore represented. I had this 
letter dated February 5th by Mr. Meneley addressed to me as President of the 
z.o.A. 

(Judge Levintba.l read the letter, attached haroto as 
Append.ix A) 

Now, I will read the call which we are invited t o sign along with 
the othor organizations. I think the call itself incorporates the important 
features of the summary of the proceedings, and I am sure moat of you read 
the a.ccounte of the proceedings in Pittsburgh, but if you want the full re
port, I ar.i glad to read it . 

(Judge Ievintbal read the call and attached proposals) 

The following is the resolution reccxmnended to the Administrative 
Council: Tho Z.O.A. views with approval the decision taken at the recent 
preliminary conference called in Pittsburgh by the B'nai B'rith, to convoke 
an American Jewish Assembly at which American Jewry may consider and recommend 
action on probloms relating to the rights and statue of Jews in the postwar 
world, and upon all matters looking townrd 1l!lplemontntion of the rights of 
the Jewish people with respect to Palestine. The Executive Conmittee recom
mends, of course, that the Adminietrativo Council instruct the officers of 
the Z.O.A. to join in: eignin the call which I havo read to you. 

JUOO.E ROl'HENBEIG: We are trying to register Jewish public opinion 
in .America, and the question ie, how can you beet do it? Co.n you do it through 
a mass regietrat ion? Would you do it through an individual vote? I think most 
of those who have given conaidorat1on to tho subject, taking all tho circum
stances into consideration ae they exist today, agree that it ia not a desir
able thing thot we should go through an individual vote. We shall bnve a vote 
in all the CCJJIIllunitiee of the United States, a conference for the sole purpoae 
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of electing representatives to the Aosembly, and that conference will consist 
of dologateo frc:c. every Jewish local organization. In thnt way we can get a 
registry of public opinion approximately as good o.s you can fran an individual 
vote. 

Now what do you do if you go through this mass registrotion, and the 
individual vote, to select representatives to this Assembly, which in effect 
is the 88tle thing, because the thing you want to get ie a mes registration of 
opinion with respect to Palestine? What will you get? Supposing after the 
expenditure of $100,000 - it may require more than that - that after the ex
penditure of an enormous amount of effort, what if you a.re told tho best 
opinion is you will get a.bout a million votes? Well, what will the anti-Zion
ists say? ''There you are. After all your efforts you have a million votes. 
That doesn't represent the majority of the Jews in the United Sta.tee." They 
will nake the ea.me argument to you. You can't go and explain to everybody the 
answer, that a million votes will represent the :!lB.jority of tho adult opinion 
in the United Sta.tee. You rnay know it. I mo.y know it, but you can't go a.nd 
explain that to all the people. -

You will have a million votes, and thoy will say, "there you are, 
you haven't the majority of opinion in tho United States - out of five and 
a half million." It is much better that we have an Assembly which ie con
stituted on the basis of representatives frcm every local orgnnization in the 
United States. Nov ve aro expecting that in addition to the 32 organizations 
which are already in thia Assembly, that wo will get the American Jewish CCE1-
mittoe and we will get the Jewish Labor Committee. They will waver a little, 
but I am positive that in the end, it will juet happen as it happened last 
tine, that the force of Jewish public opinion will make them come in. They 
may want a word changed here or there for the purpose of saving their faces, 
and we should be very reluctant to ·chang,anything that involves a question of 
principle, but they will cane in and then they won't be eo quick to step out 
as they threaten. 

I can assure you what is be 1ng done now ie a lot of strategy, a lot of 
manoeuvering. The Camnittee will only deny itself if it doesn't go into the 
Assembly, because after all, it will then give a picture to the Jewish and 
non-Jewish canmun1ty of the proportion of the influence of the American Jewish 
Camnittee against tho other organizations. We will have 32 of the national 
organizations a.a against two bodies which do not constitute a representation 
of large numbers. And even if they don't cane in, I am not worried about it 
at all. I have pointed that out agnin and again. Why is it that when in the 
American Jewish Congress a vote is to.ken and you have o. majority there on any 
important question, tho opinion then is that the Jewish people of the United 
States are for a certain proposition because you have a majority vote? We 
have nowhere to register that majority opinion excepting in an Assembly of 
this kind, and if a few people are in the minority, well, they are in the 
minority. The majority of the Jews have voted with respect to this question. 

Now ae to the American Council for Judaism. If in addition to this 
you can put a couple of needles into them, I have no objections at all. I 
think, as a matter of fact, that wherever they can be slapped down, it should 
be done. They should not be let alone. I don't believe they will last, be
cause I don't know of a single organization that ever remained alive on a 
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negative program; simply opposing ecmething doesn't give life to ecnebody. The;r 
will live for a while and then shrivel up just ae all of our enemies did, but 
that doesn't moan to say we have to be quiet about it. On the contrary, wher. 
evor we can oppoeo them and show they are a traitor to the Jewish cause, there 
our vote altould be rog1etered. I would oppose men like that in every commtmity, 
in their synagogues, wherever they try to get office, because they don't re
present the Jewish people. They misrepresent them. Their children will be 
ashamed of them one day, that they were ·the men who voted against the hopes and 
aspirations of our people in the most critical period of our history. 

MR. EZRA SHAPIRO: I think it would be a worthwile thing for you to 
hear just a half minute's report about our experience in Cleveland. It relates 
to action taken with regard to the American Council for Judaism. I think it 
would have been well if, very early after their pronouncement, Zionist Districts 
throughout the country would have oane out with resolutions of bitter denuncia
tion. Now it is a bit late for its effect. You see, it is months since this 
business came up, but it ie interesting to know tho temper of the community. I 
am sure that Cleveland, although it is a ro.thor strong Zionist canmunity, isn't 
the only strong Zionist cCIIll!lunity, and we hnd this experience. 

Sane of ue are rather active in our Community Council. Our leaders 
countenance a rather soft sort of policy beco.use of the negotiatione tha.t wore 
going on within the Central Conference of American Rabbis, but when the dele
gates themselves heard that, we wanted - I should really oxclude myself because 
I was for strong action - tho o.dministration of the Council wanted to take a 
rather soft policy on the thing, but definitely criticizing it. And there was 
such an upsurge of resentment against tho administration that it really we.s re
vealing. The Community Council in Cleveland consists of every single organiza
tion in the town. There are over 150. 

Right at the meeting a resolution was passed, end it would be worth
while to read the tenna of that resolution. Thllt was as strong as anything 
that could poeaibly be pa.seed. It was passed unn.n~~ouely with the exception 
of one person who said, 'vell, it we.a a bit hasty", but she rather concurred 
in it, and men like Silver and Brickner and a few others of us hesitated as 
to whother we should go along with this aort of resolution. 

(Mr. Shapiro read the resolution, a copy of which is 
hereto attached as Appendix B) 

I just want to to.ko one more minute on the other question. I was 
for a mass registration before the Assembly program ca.mo up. When the Aaeembzy 
program was pa.seed, we knew what waa happening, and my own mind wne changed in 
that roapect, because obviously thnt ie the more constructive fom of action. 
However, I should like to pa.ea on this one suggestion. A me.ea registration 
without a fee might serve this purpose: we will never appoase our anti-Zionist 
enemies. Wo will never satisfy then. But there is one group of persons who 
are improeaod not by 32 or 35 organizations convoked together in an assembly, 
but by petitions, signatures. Politicians, using that yord in the best sense, 
know a petition with signatures. They always have known the value of that 
sort of document. I think if we proceeded along thie line of the Aeeembly, 
which ie a splendid thil18, and give it all the support, and at the sane time 
ram this mass registration through, we could achieve a petition of 1,000,000 
signatures. 
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At thie point Rabbi Heller interrupted the proceedings to introduce 
Rabbi Meyer Berlin, nember of the worldpra3Bidium of the Jewlah National Fund 
and world president of Mizrachi. !ebbi Berlin, who spoke in Yiddish, discus
sed the present situation in Palestine :tn same detail and called upon .American 
Zionists to press for full implementation of all pledges made to the Jewish 
people. 

Following hie ndd.reso the discussion on the maae registration continued. 
Rabbi Greenfield of Waterbury and Rabbi Greenberg of Philadelphia urged ir1P.1e ~i
atc action on the registration. Mr. Rudofaky moved that the entire matter of 
registration be referred at this time to the Executive C~ittee. 

SECONDED BY MR. BERSON 

MR. RUDOFSKY: My intention is that we approve if the Executive 
Connn.itteo will find it proper to do so. 

MR. SOL REITER: In behalf of the Empire Stato Zionist Region, we 
favor a referel1dum and I move that.thiabody authorize the President of the Z.O.A. 
to appoint n canmittoe to draw up o.n e.11-inclueiv-e statement in the form of a 
petition to be presented to tho Congress and the President of the United States . 

Now all of you gentlonen know what a nominnting petition is, a national 
nominating petition or statement, - when you ncriinate someon0 for Congreoe or 
whatever office it may be. Now I lL~dcrstand the city of New York needs 40,000 
signatures to nooina.te a porson for Congress. We f igured out thnt it is a 
very s:1!1ple plan, If you have petitions with 50 line □ on it, roon for 50 
M.I!les a.nd signntures, every Zionist, if he really wn.nte to do acnething f or 
Palestine, cnn go back he.me and organize a ca:nnitteo to go to the meetings of 
every congregation, every union, ovary synagogue, every club and plnce this 
petition on the desk nnd ask people to sign it, put your na~e and address on it. 
Now that shouldn't cost $100,000. 

My amendment also includes a charge of ten cents, end that is n vor .. 
smplo thing to get. You ask a mnn to sign hie name and give you a dime. 
You can't :traago any person refusing to give you ten cents. That ton cents 
will go to defraying the cost of thoso petitions, and personally I think we 
can got a oillion nnd a half or two million signatures if we want to do it. 
And I think we can do it. In our region there are about 40,000 Jews. I fool 
we can get a minimum df 15,000 signatures, and I think everyone else, if you 
reall,y make up your nind to do it, cnn BO out and get it. The Jewish Aesombly 
is alright, but these petitions will make our position in the Jewish Assembly 
even stronger and will put the final no.il into tho coffin of the Council 
against Judairen. 

RABBI BELIER: It seems to me 1 t would be wise when we get to the 
point of presenting the motion, to present Mr. Reitor's motion as the ori 1nal 
motion, and then to put Mr. Rudofeky' a motion o.s a motion to ref';)r, which 
should cor.io subsequently to the orlginnl suggestion. 
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MR. SEYMOUR IEVINE: I rise to speo.k against the registration. I know I run in the ninority and I wrote to Mr. Shetzer even long before the Jewish Assembly appeared as a. possibility. Now I would like to reiterate my objections. I think that we lose eight of the political reality of a mass registration. It is glib to say we can get a million signa.turos. I don't doubt that we can 
get n million signatures, but thon I came to the next question, nnd that is, 
after having obtained the gool of 1,000,000 eigna.turce, what have we ncccmplished? I think wo are becming emotional rather than realistic in our policies. And I use that in the beet sense of the word, because Zionism to me ie political rather than emotional. I say, having gotten the signatures, and I think it will 
coat about $200,000, we will present it to the State Department with scmew1~at 
of a flcurieh, and I say to you, and I am somewhat of a student of political 
history, it will then rest there and nothing more will cane out of it. 

We have presented petitions before to the State Department with very 
little effect. Then there ie also the danger we may not reach a million, or having attained a million, as someone eaid before, who says that the others 
will not say that a million is the least number of Jews in the United States, 
and that we can't gc about explaining or apologizing. Once we dare to do tha.t, we have lost the cause. We've got a job to do to register public opinion; I 
think we are all in agreement as to that. But as t o the modus operandi, I 
think the Jewish Assembly is the best chance. We have stated many many times we have millions of Jews in favor of Palestine and the Balfour Declaration, 
rem.ember that. If that has been our position, why count Jews now? Why name 
them when we have stated that they aro in the millions? Why delimit them? 

Secondly, we are frittering away our energy. OUr political Jobie to elect every man a Zionist on the 32 national organizations that go before the 
Jewish Assembly. That should bo our Job, eo that when we rie~ in May, 1943, in Pittsbursh, or at the firet convention of the na.tional Jewish As~e~bly, we 
shall have Zionists there who then can bring prcnla.matione saying we speak in 
the name of American Jewry. 

As for Sena.tore or Congressmen or Mayors or anyone else, I say, when 
the .American Jewish Assembly speak in the name of 32 or 34 national Jewish 
organizations, that they will take cognizance of it as much as 1f it were a 
million signatures bound in a docut1ent and presented t o the President of the 
United States, or Cordell Hull. 

Furthermore, we have an Emergency Ccmmittee that should be, if it ia to be used as such, an effective political inetru!!lentality, as a channelizi11G 
agent for propaganda. Whey then are we frittering away our energies in rn1s-
1ng a million signa.turee whon we have an agency that cnn with $200,000 use it 
to far greater advantage if we are trying t o reach the non-Jews? Mr. Meltzer of Philadelphia urged that it be made known what a erna.11 percentage of 
American Jewry the Protest Rabbis representod. 

DR. NAHUM GOLIMANN: I aeke for the floor in order t o warn you very strongly against the referendu.m at this time. And I will state tho reason for the political point of view why it would be a serious mistake new. It is a 
very serious business politically. It is one of tho etroll6est weapons at our 
command. It is nothing new in Zionist history, and f or years tho Reviaioniate and others suggested such a referendum in critical mmente in Zionist history 
and on most of the occasions we were against it. It is a we8POn which you 
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must use at a supreme moment with the maximum probability of success. I don't 
think that this is a supreme manent, nor do I think we have a maximum of suc
cess. I am sure that before the war will end, or at the .. _lateet immediately 
after it will end, we will have to have such a referendum, but it will be in 
quite a different atmosphere when the peace will loom on the horizon, or a 
peace conference will be convoked. We will probably have to have a referendum 
not only of .American Jews, but of the totality of free Jewish communities 
addressed to the Peace Conference as the strongest political weapon in order 
to impress them with our demand for Palestine. 

Thie atmosphere of a Peace Conference ie not yet here. A referendum 
today would be a routine act presented only to the United States Government 
without any connection with the Peace Conference, without all the·excitement 
and the dramatic attention of the Peace Conference, and of a solution of the 
Jewish problem. It will be a unilateral act of American Jewry without the 
cooperation of other Jewish camnunitiee, and it would be without a very great 
effect, as sane speakers have said. I would like to say, even if you get a 
million signatures, and a million signatures imply a tremendous amount of 
work, it doesn't mean very much. Because they will always tell you, four 
million are against it. It wouldn't impress as far as I know, the state De
partment in the lea.et. The State Department, even our opponents, will be 
reaclv to grant you right away that you have at least a million American Jews 
who are in favor of Zionisn. They will never doubt it. They wouldn't say 
thoeo are just the 50,000 members of the Z.O.A. Thora are a million. They 
will also grant you that. 

Thereforo I say, unless you hope to obtain a majority of American 
Jews, which none of the speakers even suggested ae a likely probability, I 
think it wouldn't have a very strong effect, and when the moment will cane 
when you will have to have it, then you can't use it again. You can't get 
Jews twice a year or twice in two years for such a referendum. 

There le another argument and then I cane to the cormection of this 
referendum with the Assembly. What would be the content of such a referendum? 
Will you present the Biltmore resolution? I am afraid you won't do it. Be
cause in order to obtain a maximum of signatures, you will put in all kinda 
of reservations and other phrases and other formulations which will reduce 
the very clear and strict content of the Biltmore resolution. It won't bo 
Just a short fonnula, "I am in favor of a Jewish Ccrnmonwealth in Palestine." 
The moment you submit for a referendum scmething less than the Biltmore re~ 
solution, you have end.angod your position in the Aeeombly and otherwise. 
You cannot go out and fight for the Biltmore resolution when we Zionists are 
represented in the referendum a.a wanting leas than the Biltmore resolution. 

Then I say, and this le for me the ma.in argument, it would be moat 
hannful for the American Jewish Assembly, whlch I regard as of the ut~ost 
importance frcm a political point of viow. We should concentrate our efforts 
on the elections to the American Jewish Assembly, and it won't bo such an 
eaey Job. The Assembly easily represents the ma.Jority of American Jews 
because I believe that with tho American Jewish Committee or without it, we 
will have a majority of American Jews repreaonted through the ccmmunity 
elections, every congregation, every lodge, every group which will send a 
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delegation to the conference will register how many Jewe they represent, and 
I am sure, if we concentrate on it, we will have a majority of American Jews 
represented in the Assembly, and we may have a majority of delegates canmitted 
to the Biltmore Hotel resolution. At least lot us try. Maybe we will have t o 
make scan.a cam.pran.ise to get a majority, but we must go into the elections in 
order to bring about delegates ccmnitted to the Biltmore formula. for Palestine. 

I go further and I say, it would endnnger our relations with our 
allies within the Assembly to cane out today with this registration. I don't 
know how they will look on it. It may be regarded ae a breach of faith. It 
may certainly have a detrimental influence on our relations with them, and 
these aro not official Zionist groups and may easily be swayed away fran us. 

And therefore I say that the Zionist movem0nt is not strong enough 
to do two things efficiently at the ea.me time. We have three months for the 
National Assembly, or at the utmoet, four months, and in order to carry through 
the organization of the conmnmity elections, to carry through a oojority of 
pro-Zionist delegates will require a tremendous effort of all the united Zion
ists in this country, and you cannot at the sane time organize the whole move
ment of American Zionists in this way. 

Therefore I think the idea, brilliant and useful as it is, should 
not be :lm.plemented now. Concentrate on the electione, on a clear-cut Zionist 
program for the Assembly, on the election of a majority of delegates committed 
to this program, and keep the idea of the referendum in reserve for the more 
important manent when the time will cane for it. 

MR. SCHANZER: All that can be said on this subject has already been 
said, and I think tho last speaker particularly put the thing very well. I 
rise only to say to you that ae a member of legislative bodies for ten years, 
my experience has been that as between petitions and the considered word of 
duly elected representatives of largo and substantial organizations, the word 
of the representatives of the organizations will be taken far and above peti
tions. Members of the legislature, men in public office, are presented with 
petitions many a tiITJ.o. We know that petitions are signed very lightly, for 
the asking, by the general public, and it is a question of high pressure 
when you get them. But when you have an Assembly, duly elected, duly con
stituted, meeting, and where there are representatives joined in that 1ie
cuaeion, the word of that Assembly will go far and above any petition, and I 
believe, as Dr. Goldmann said, if you aro going to use petitions, uae them 
as the final reserve and at the supreme moment, and the suprer.ia moment is 
not now. 

RABBI BRESLA.U: Mr. Chairman, it is interesting to watch the reaction 
of this ~roup in tho discussion as it developed. The very same gentlemen 
who a half hour ago applauded the affinnation for a registration, wore the 
ones who applauded the negation of the petition. I rise to support an im
mediate referendum as proposed. By immediately, I don't moan tomo~ow or 
next week. As has been indicated, it will require a good deal of pr~j>B,rotion. 
Wo may not have it for three or four months before we are ready. You oen 't 
expect that on the morrow of the peace, we don't know how soon it will oom.e, 
we will i1Dmedietely be able to mobilize our reeourcea throughout the country 
for a position. I therefore support the idea of an inmediato petition. I-f 
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I was not persuaded by the argument of Judgo Rothenberg or Dr. Golruna.nn, I 
was certainly persuaded by the argument of Se:,mour u,vine when he suggeetod 
referring it to the Energency Camnittee. That la a story in itself. 

At the last elections, when the Pres110nt of the United States was 
elected, by a vote of 23,000,000 votes out of e. population of 130,000,000 odll, 
he was elected by an overwhelming majcrity. Wo epeak of n million sigMturco 
on a petition too lightly. We will get more than a million. I don't see why 
we must l:lmit it to a million. But I know a million votes could be repre
sented as n substantial majority of the Jews of .AI!lerica, and the statement 
wins when any election reveals a mnjority. We are speaking of the .American 
Jewish Assembly aa though it were already a fact. We are still negotiating 
about it and talking about it. It lo a fact, but I don't know when it will 
have its first meeting. I heard last night discussion on the matter in which 
it was ea.id it is hoped that at the meeting of the Americ~n Jewish Assembly 
we will be able to get acme compranise that will satisfy the different 
elements of tho Assembly, and it wa.e L~plicit, admitted in our own Executive, 
that we w0uldn't get fran the Assembly a ccrnpleto acceptance of tho Biltmore 
resolution. Quite the contrary. 

In a petition we want to state our position absolutely and we can 
state it in defense of the Balfour Declarotion, or a restatement of the 
language of th0 Biltmore resolution. We can et the sisnaturee equally as 
easily, because I am fearful of what will be the rosult of the resoluticns 
of the Assembly. I think this kind of approach can be much mere effective. 
Here we can guarantee at the outset that the otatement will be unequivocal 
and I art not so fearful as Dr. Goldmann is about the strength of the Zionist 
movel'!lOnt in Alncrica, despite the 50,000 members of the Z.0.A. 

I believe we can get the Zionists of America, Hadaeeah included, 
in back of a petition of this nature. Furthennore, the petition is neces
sary for our own reasons. Rabbi Berlin said in a facetious manner that he 
was convinced we wouldn't porsua.de the opposition, but feared lest the 
opposition might persuade us. Now those of you comtng fran your own dis
tricts and areas know to what extent even a minority group of this kind can 
begin to persuade our members and persuade our Jewish communitios. They 
speak in soft terms. They introduce very special argum.ento, and people 
listen to them and are persuaded by them. Thie ie the time when tho Zionists 
of .America are asking for an oxpreaeion of opinion not only on the part of 
the national administration, but en the :part of all national Zionists through
out the country. They want to be given a chance to declare themselves posi
tively, at this critical mcment in aupport of Jewish homeland in Pa.leetine. 

And the activity itself in securing this petit on will not in any 
sense disturb our work for the election of delegates. The agitation and 
propaganda which we will spread throughout the country for the petition will 
help ue in elocting the very delegates one elects to the Assembly, I don't 
see where it is a disturbing factor in any sense. Those of you who are 
engaged in the little things in the Zionist movement, in making decieione, 
know that in your districts and with your individual members you've got to 
engago them in an activity which reflects their ~eelings and emotions at tho 
manent. And today, for various reasons, all of us eeneo that Zionists and 
Jews in our conmunitiee aro ready for such a proceeding, We ought to cap!-
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ta.lize on it. It doesn't meo.n we are going out tomorrow to got the petitions. 

In presenting the report earlier in the afternoon, I said we will havo 
to study" the reports that ha.ve cane in further. A canmittoe will ha.veto con
sider them, and I suggeoted that finnl proposals be sent back to the members 
of the Administrative Council for their consideration and decision. And that 
has cmo baclc. Then the staff at Washington will begin ma.king preparations 
if the districts are in favor of the motion. I warn you against this further 
action that has been proposed to refer it back to the Executive. We have got 
plenty of things to debate there without this. Thie is the function of the 
Administrative Council. This is the most representative body we have today of 
the ronk and file Zionists, and you cnn't delegate every d0cision to the Ex
ecutive Committee. 

I therefore urge that we take positive action in the approval of a 
referendum, with the understanding thnt further study will be made and that 
the matter will be referred back to you for your further approval and consid
eration. 

Mr. Goldberg of Worcester and Mr. Umn.nsky of Meriden, urged tha.t 
emphasis be placed on the .American Jowioh Assembly and that the mass regis
tration be deferred. 

~I HELLER: Gentler.i.en, I thifilc we have discussed these matters at 
the suggestion of tho Chnirm.an with a great deal of latitude, and by taking 
in a tremendous lot of territory. Now I'd like to get action on these things 
which would be as representative as possible. Therefore I'd like to suggest 
that we proceed in this fo.ehion. I think there is first of all one a.rea 
about which there will bo univeroo.l agreement. That is tho motion which was 
presented by Judge Levinthal by which we shall make f'orr.ia.l affiliation with 
the t-imerican Jewish Aesenbly, and I'd like to suggest we take a vote on that 
first. 

MR. ROI'HSTE :m: I so move . 

RABBI HELLER: The second is on the vote of a r.lll.SB registration and 
thirdly, we have a proposed reoolution here in regard to the .American Council 
for Jud.nisrn. It ought to be understood, but nevertheless I think it should 
be Mid, of course only member□ of the Adminietro.tiv0 Council will vote on 
these questions. 

MR. ROTHSTElli: I ,ove the adoption of the resolution read. 

SECONDED 

RABBI HELLER: This resolution means we will affix the name of tho 
Z. O.A. to the call for an American Jewish Asoembly - the notion to bo o.dopted. 
Those in favor --

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 
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RABBI HELLER: We now have two motions on the floor in regard to ma.es 
registration. The one which was given second, but which logically canes first, 
was that thie Administrative Council declare itself in favor of such a mass 
registration. The second was that it should be referred for consideration and 
action to the na.tiona.l Executive Connnittee. And by Parliamentary law, a motion ' 
to refer takes precedence. Therefore we shall first vote on the motion to 
refer. 

MR. SCHICKLER: The amendment a.e I make it is that this registration 
for which we are about to vote would not take place until after the Aseembl._r 
for which we have Just now voted approval. 

SECONDED 

RABBI HELLER: That could be succeeded as an amendment to the original 
motion, providing the motion to refer is defeated. The first motion on the 
floor is the motion to refer to the Exocutive CCJmnitt0e both the advisability 
of a re .gistration, and if it believ0s it advisable, action in ro a.rd to it. 
Let's not delay action any longer than necessary. The motion was put to a 
vote and was defeated. 

RABBI HELLER: An amendment has been proposed, that is, that such a 
regj_stration shn.11 not b0 held until a.fter the American Jewish Assembly is 
held. I think it would b~ wise, in order to register our opinion, to put this 
amend..ment spearately frcm the original motion, bocauee it really is a distinct 
proposal. 

MR. NEUMANN: Question. I'd like to understand Rabbi Breelau's 
motion. At lea.et his suggestion. I don't know the full form. I understand 
Rabbi Brealau to have said that a canmittee ought to be appointed, preferably 
by this body and not by the Executive, which would cane back with an actual 
plan f or registration or reforendmn. Until now, we have heard hero general 
talk about it but no actual plan. I.f I understood Rnbbi Breelau correctly, I 
am very much in sympathy with hie point of view, that a committee be appointed 
to cone be.ck with a more definite proposal on which this Council might intel
ligently express itself. 

RABBI HELLER: In the opinion of the Chairman there ie no incanpat
abilitJ between the two. If this body wishes such a. registration, it can then 
consider by what mothode it wishes to have it. 

RABBI BRESLAU: My suggestion was that this body approve the idea of 
a referendum, refer it to a camnittee for a plnn, to be referred back. 

RABBI HEUER: The motion on the floor now is an amendment which was 
ma.de by Mr. Schickler, that no registration be held until after the hnerican 
Jewish Assembly. 

RABBI BRESLAU: I would aak Mr. Schicltler to withdraw the amendment 
because that ie the province of the camnitte0 that is going to consider the 
ieeue. 
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MR. SCHICKLER: Mr. Chairman, I recognize that the camnittee is 
taking note of the fact that we ar0 a part of this Assembly that is to be gathered 
and will take due cognizance of it. I will withdraw the amendment. 

RABBI HELLER: The amendment is withdrawn by its nuthor and the 
motion at present le as follows: (thereafter may I say that you can introduce any 
additional motion as to the m~thod by which you wish to do this if the motion is 
adopted) that the Administrative Council go on record as favoring a mass regitrtra
tion, the machinery for which and the decision as to methods, etc .J to be deter
mined later. Those in favor -- 16 for the motion 

23 opposed 

The motion was defeated. 

Therefore the present status of the matter is that neither does 
this camnittec favor a ma.as registration nor does it wish to refer it to the 
Executive Ccramittee. 

Next is the .American Council for Judaism, and here is a proposed 
resolution to b0 submitted to the Administrative Council. 

(Ra.bbl Heller read the resolution, a copy of which 
is hereto attached as Appendix C) 

Is there a motion to adopt this resolution? 

MOVED, SECONDED AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 

RABBI HELLER: May the Chairman make a suggestion? It seems to me, 
gentlemen, and I want you to consider this, that although wo can't tell definite
ly what the course of events during the next few we·oks or months may be, we may 
be confronted with the situation that the American Council for Judaism may get 
very mu.ch further than scme af u.e believe, that it may be able to win support 
frcm groups in this country and embark upon a rather wide campaign against Zion
iam. I believe that we ought to be prepared for this contingency by every pos
sible method, and I'd like to suggest that the Administrative Council authorize 
the appointI:1cnt of a committee, by the Chairman, if you so wish, which shall bo 
vested with the duty of acting on its behalf by the creation of plnns, by the 
drawing in of its members and districts and regiono throughout the country to 
cope with such a situation ae the American Council for Judo.ism. 

MOVED AND SECONDED 

RABBI HELLER: It has been moved and seconded that the Chainna.n 
be authorized to appoint such a cormnittee, if it becan.ee necessary, tq tnke 
what action may be necessary also. Those in favor --

UNANJMOUSLY CABR.IED 
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RABBI HELLER: There is one more resolution which we would like to 
present to you. No Zionist gathering ought to be possible, even though we 
have a.d.o·oted resolutions before, without the reiteration of our feelings of 
horror in regard to the situation of Jews under the heel of Nazi domination 
in Europe. I want to tell you that although I have no idea who drew up this 
resolution, and therefore I a.m not casting aspere1ons on any individual. I 
should wish that this resolution were recast, and therefore I should like to 
consider it not in its present fonn, but as I think it ought to be rephrased 
before its final adoption and publication, but it represents in the best 
sense the sent 1ment s which I know all of us share . 

(Iebbi Heller read the resolution, copy of which is 
hereto attached as Append.ix D) 

RABBI KOHN: I'd like to have that resolution carefully edited and 
certainly made much shorter - otherwise it has no effect - and I would sug
gest therefore th~t the Executive be authorized on our behalf to formula.to a 
much briefer and aborter resolution, incorporating the 3ent:lments exprossod 
in the statement which ie really a speech. 

RABBI HELLER: It is moved and seconded that this gathering adopt 
the resolution, but ask tho Executive to reformulate it. 

UNANJMOUSLY CARRIED 

RABBI RELIER: I'd liko to ask t hia gathering first to pause for a 
f ew manents. I should havo mentioned it this morning. Since the Convention 
and since this Administrative Council last met, the Zionist movement has 
suffered four very serious l oaees, four men who have given devoted eer,ricc 
to the cause of our people have passed away. Rehabiah Lewin-Epstein, a man 
who was a great expert in regard to the industry of Fttlestine and in regard 
to ite econanic poAeibilitiee; Dr. Ben Zion Mosoinsohn, one of the pioneers 
of the Zionist movement who stood by the side of Dr. Herzl, the head of the 
Harzlia Gymna.sium, a personal friend of mino whom I knew very inttmately i _ 
the ck!.ys when he took refuge ln the United States du.ring tho laot war and 
lived in Philadelphia; Dr. Arthur Ruppin, a man with a very rcrmrkablo life 
hiotory, one of the ecientiate of our movement who contributed of hie rich 
gifts toward it for many years; and Zvi Hirsh Maslinnsky, a tribune of tho 
people who brought to its service a mind and a vuice stcepod in the lore 
of his people, a voice of the utmost persua.siveneas and of the moet touch
ing quality. We have sustained a. great loas in the departure f those men 
and I should like the national Administrative Council to pay tribute t o 
them by a few mom.ante of silence. 
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Before Judi5e Levinthal retired to attend another Zionist gathering, he 
asked me to bring this to your attention. Mr. Bernard G. Rudolph of 
Syracuse, a menbor of our Executivu Committee, has resigned, and Judge 
Levinthal has recamnended that you name in his stead Mr. Herman Shulr.18.n 
as a m.arn.ber of the Executive. He is Chairman of the Departr.ient of Public 
Relations of tho Energency Camnittee, and as ouch Judge Levinthal feelo 
he ought to be 1nt1Inately associated with the Executive Camnittee in order 
that we have an integrated public relations program. 

SO MOVED AND SECONDED 

It has been moved and seconded that the Administrative Council 
elect Mr. Shulnan to the vacant place on the Executive. Those in favor--

UNANJMOUSLY CARRIED 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 P.M. 



AMERICAN JEWISH ASSEMBLY 
521 Fifth Avenue 

New York City 

February 5, 1943 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Pres. 
Zionist O?!t,anizat ion of America 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dear Judge Levinthal: 

APPENDIX A 

We are enclosing herewith a summary prepared by the Secretariat, of the pro
ceodings at the Conference held in Pittsburgh, on January 23-24, at which 
your organization was represented. 

You will note the proposals attached to the enclosed sumrnnry, which deal w:lth 
the calling of an American Jew:tsh Assembly to be canposed of 500 delegates as 
follows: 25% selected by national membership organizations and 75% elected 
by democratically convened local and regional conforcncee canprieing delegates 
of organizations in camnunitiee or regions. You will also note that a time 
limit of' thirty days fran the time when notice is sent to the organizations, 
is fixed for securing approval of such organizations. 

The Conference, before adjourning, elected a.n Executive Carnnittee coneistine 
of one r0pres0ntativo frcm each of the participating organizations. Addi
tional members of' the Executive Canmitt00 will bo selected in accordance with 
the proposals. 

Wo enclose also a tentative draft of the Call, which according to the pro
pose.ls will bo signed by tho participo.tlng organizations. 

, 
We hope that the spirit of unanimity which prevailed at the Pittsburgh Con,-
ference will be followed by the pranpt approval of those proposals. 

We would approcinte receiving a roport of tho action of your organization. 

(Signed) 

Sincerely yours, 

Henry Monsky 
Temporary Cheinnan 
Executive Committee 
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RF.SOLtJrION ON AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 
ADOP!'ED BY JEWISH C(M.ft]NrI"f COUNCll, 

OF CLEVELAND, JANUARY 7, 1943 APPENDIX B 

The Jewish Camn.unity Council of Cleveland, representing 150 organizations and all 
elements of one of .America'a lnrgeet Jewish cormnunities, is deeply shocked at the 
recent statement of the newly created and self-styled Council of .American Judaism. 

Within the last few woeko, thia Council, consisting of a small segment of Jewish 
opinion, has proclaimed its opposition to the creation of a Jewish Han.eland in Pal
estine and other objecttves which have long been accepted by the Jewish wcrld aud 
written into internat iona.l law. 

Thie shocking statement cCl!los at a time when all our strength is urgently needed to 
aid the c~uee of the United Nations and to help in securing the kind of paace which 
will do justice to all peoples and to the sorely tried and suffering Jewish people. 

We condemn this pronouncement: 

1. It is repugnant to the ideale, hopes and aspirations of the mass of world Jewry 
who have looked to the establishment of a Jowish Homeland in Palestine as the 
one source of hope for surcease frcm centuries of oppression and forced wander~ 
ing. 

2. It is dangerous to the safety of sCl'!'le 600,000 Jews now making their hor.ie in Pal
estine and now contributing unstintingly to the United Nations war effort. 

3. It is subversive of a long-established policy of our own government pronounced 
by the Congress cf the United States more than 20 years ago and affirmed by 
every .AI!lerican President frcm Wood.row Wilson to Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

4. It is in conflict with the Balfour Declaration issued in 1917 and the Manda.ta 
for Palestine affirmed by 52 nations of the world. 

5. It clearly violates the spirit which cemented the Jewish Agency for Po.leotine 
and which brought Zionists and non-Zionists together on a common platform f or 
the upbu1lding of a Jewish Hcneland. in Palestine. 

6. It seeks to destroy the unity necessary for the preeentation of a post-war 
progrron for the solution of the Jewish probler.i in the peace councils of tho 
world . 

7. While claiming to base their action upon the principles cit American denocracy, 
the members of this group numbering lees than 100, are in fact rejecting demo
cratic procedure since they were a dissident Minority who were defoated by a 
substantial ma.Jority of their colleaP,11es in the Central Conference of .American 
Rabbis on the issue of the Jewish-Palestine army; and on the present issue wero 
repudiated by a Joint pronouncement of 733* rabbis including the heads of all 
Rabbinical associations and drawn frcm all wings cf religious Jewry in Amorica; 
and their present action ie a refusal to abide by the will of the majority. 

In the light of all this we assert that the Council of American Judaiar.t oannot be 
presumed to speak for American Jewry, the Reform rabbinate, or even the non-Zion
ists of the United States. 

We call upon this unrepreeentativo group to daeiet frcm its announced course of 
action, so inimical and dangerous to Jewish interests all over the world, and t o a 
sound post-war reconstruction. 

Be it resolved that this expression, adopted by the ropreeentativas of the Jewish 
Canmunity Council of Cleveland, be transmitted to the Council of .American Judaism, 
the Etnercenc~, Council on Zionist Affairs, the Jewish Cc.mmunity Councils of othor 
cities throuehout the United States and t o the preee of tho nation. 

"'The onouncement has now be 



APPENDIX C 

Stater.ient adopted by the Adninietrativo Council of the Zionist Organization cf 
Ar.ierica, Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, February 21, 1943 en the American 
Council f or Juda.ism 

Engaged in a prograr:i. of intensive activity, deoigned to aid the war 

0ffort by t he conduct of a United States War Bond cal!lraie n, with the coopera

tion of tho United State0 Treasury, which has proclaim.od February Zionist 

month f or this purpose: 

Occupied. with the responsible task of carrying on a widespread educational 

program designed to a-waken public 1nt,Jrest in and support f or the opening of the 

doors of Palestino to a mruc:1.num Jewish immigration frcm Europe and the establish

ment in Po.lcstino of a Jewish Connnonwealth, in accordance with the dictate cf 

justice, and canm.ensurate with the crying needs <.'f our unfcrtuno.te brethren: 

The Zionist Organization of America muat needs pnuao manoutarily in its 

task at this t:Irr10 to take cognizance of the activities of a emo.11 band of wilful 

and intransigent Jews who, in definnce of all Jewish tradition, and blind. t o the 

preosing needs of our peoplo, have fonned an or ganization with tho 1mpross1ve but 

mielead1 ng title of /\merican Council f or Judaim.1., f or the purpose of ca.mpa.ignL11g, 

in the press, on the pulpit and plntforr.i and in political circlca against tho holy 

cause of Zio . ia1. 

To advocate, as the Ar.ierican Council f or Judaism does, that Palestine must 

nevor be re-established as a Jewish Cornmonwonlth ls to Ct~nderm the hor1elose Jews 

of Europe and olsewhere to lives of ccntinued misery and woo and to r ob thorn of 

the la.st hope for redemption which sustains their spirits in their manents of 

agony. 

Tho Zionist Organization of America oxpressos its firr1 arul determined con

demmtion of this body, confident that tho overwhelming maj ority of the Jewa of 

thia country and of enlightened and liberal Christiane ae well, Join in this 

rebuke. 



APPENDDC D 

Statement adopted by the Administrative Council of the Zionist Organization of 
America, Hotel Pennsylvania, New York City, Feoruary 21, 1943. 

To the statesmen and leadera of the justice-loving nations now 

engaged in the task of crushing the foes of ctvilizaticn on every front, 

we direct an earnest appoa.l, speaking on behalf of the crushed me.sees of 

European J0wry in their desperate need for salvation. The words of eorr·.,w 

and s:nnpnthy eo recently uttered by twelve great gove~nments are assurance 

that the clrea.dful plight of the Jewish civilian population of Europe, who 

have been singled out for the moat bitter and fiendish horrcre perpetrated 

by the enemy, baa not been overlooke,t . But Syr!)J)athy o.lonc is not enough. 

In c<:mF.1on with all other peoples engaged to the utnost in the prosecution 

of the war, the Jewo look forward t•J a new and better world in which Justice 

and righteousneae shall prevail for all. Yet there hnvo been lacking, in 

international councils, the reaesuro.nces that Pa.lestin0 will be 0onstituted 

a Jewish Corn!lonwoalth, o.nd as such integrated into the structure of the 

post-war world. Will the firot of Hitler's vict:ins bo forgotten, when 

justice ccnee to be done? 

We appeal to the ccnscience vf :man.kind, to lts sense of fairneoe 

and equity, to fundamental human decency, to speak out now and to utter 

tho words which will bring hopo and confidence to the hearts and souls of 

Jews who have been beaton and battered, but who cling still tc faith in 

a just future. 

Speak out now and procla:lm unequivccally that Jewish rights in 

Palestine will be sustained, ~nd that the ple goo of international. CO

operaticn in tho rebuilding of the Jewish hcmoland made two decades ago 

wlll be honored. Open wide the doorn of Palestine, and pormit the 

homeless, wandering oona of Iorael to ret·lll'n tc their mother Zion. A 
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thriving Jewish ccrnmunity of noro than half a million aoula in Palestine, 

battlinr; by the side of the United Nations, otands ready to welcome tho 

countless thousands who tod.a.y linger in the hell-holes of a living death. 

Deln.y not the hour of justice~ Jewish victir.J.a of Nazi h orror can 

still be rescued, and given a permanent security in Palestine, where, as 

free men at laet, they can take up the cudgels and add tho 1r strength 

to the might of the democracies. 

Open wide tho doors of Palestine! Grant permission to establish 

a Jewish Fighting Force, baaed upon Palestine, under United Nations Can

mand! And declarG the cstebliahment of Palestine as a Jewish Cor.11n.on

weelth to bo one of tho just and l ong denied cirne of the peoples of 

the worl<l! 

Countless victir.lizod Jews in Europe echo this appeal, which 

should rir~ in the ears of overy man who hn. s ~ heme end a hearth and 

a. countrjr . Tho answer and the assurances muet be heard! 
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The proposals follow: 

PRE.AMBLE 

This conference of delegates of 32 na.tionel Jewish organizations, roprosenting tho largest segr1ent of organized American Jowe, meeting in a time of war and of danser to our country, pledges all its resources without reserve to the support of tho war effort and the victory for the United Nations. 

We are living through the moet tragic days in all of Jewish history. The world is engulfed in a global war which has threatened the destruction of our civilization. The annals of history contain no record as black as that inscribed on its pages by the barbarians of the Axis Powers. Many peoples have suffered the profanation of their sacred altars, the destruction of their hopes, the devastation of their way of life, tho loss of liberty, but it was against the Jewish people,that the Hitler war of extermination was first declared. It was pursued with relentless inhur.ianit•r, in every land tho aggressor was able to occupy. Whole Jewish ccmnunitiee were devastated; men, wanen and children were driven liko cattle intc alien fields and there humiliated, tortured and dono t o death. 

Elaborate plans wore developed for the COI!lplete extermination of the Jews. Perhaps one-third of the Jews in Nazi-occupied territory have f cund their peace in a welCCJ!le death. Those who survive, even though stripped of their rights, denuded of all they possess, await the ccning of the day when it will once again be possible to speak of freedcm, justice and reparation. We affirm our purpose to do every• thing humanly possible to alleviate their sufferings and to restore their rights. The free democratic nations have been rcueed to resist the aggressors and would-be deotroyers of our civilization. They are locked in a f our continent struggle, determined to defeat and to deetrcy the enemy and all the evil for which he stands. 
As Americans and aa Jews, the cause of the United Nations is doubly ours. All that we possess must be dedicated without roserve t o that cause. Every sacrifice which the needs of the war effort may demand of us must be made. When victory cmee. the <lay is not 1Ow far cff - it will, wo hope, also see the dawn of a new day for the Jewish people. 

We have a vital stake in the peace that ia t o cme. Not only have we suffered appalling destruction of Jewiah life, but much of that which was achieved after t he first World War, in respect t o the position of the Jew in the afflicted lands, has been lost. There has been a progressive deterioration of that position and of our rights as free men; there has been in many lands, ccmplete extinction of those rights, as a consequence of the Nazi-Ge:rr!l8.ny etimulo.ted world-wide anti-Senitic propaganda and the evil con0equencee that have reoulted th0r0frcn . There ie crucial need for the restoration of that lost pcsition and for its f ortification upon enduring foundations of oquality and Justice. 
There is imporative need also t o unite on a program relating to the rights of the Jewish people with respect to Palestine. 

Since the primary purpose of this conference is to provide a method of procedure for unified expression of the point of view of tho American Jewish camnunity, we sullnit the following proposals: 



CALL 

Having approved the proposals of the preliminary conference of national Jewish membership organizations held in Pittsburgh on January 2J and 24, 1943, as contained in th~ officiul report of its proceedings; and believing that there is urgent need for American Jews to establish a program of camnon action to deal with the post-war problems of Jews the world over; 

The undorsigncd join in a call to the Jewish camnunities of the United States to cooperate in tho organization of an American Jewish Assembly for the following pur-l poses: 

.; I. (o.) To consider a.nd reccmmend action on problems relating to the rights and status of Jews in the poet-war world. 

(b) To consider and recanmend action upon all matters looking to tho implementation of the right·;3 ~or the Jewish people with respect to Palestine. 

(c) To 0loct a delegation to carry out the program. of the .American Jewish Assembly in cooperation with tho duly nccredited representatives of Jews throughout the world. 

II. The Assembly will consist of not more than 500 delegates; the cooperating na.tional organizations will be entitled to 125 delegates selected ~ccording to their own rule; o.nd the local comr.iunitiee to ?75 dclogntee elected through local or r0gio11a.l conferences. 

III. The data o.nd place of thfJ /holding of aaid Assembly shall be d0tennined by the Executive Canmittee named by tho prclimiMry conference, but the ea.id Ass~nbly sho.11 bo held not lo.ter than five (5) months frcm January 24, 1943. 

IV. The Executive Camnittoe aho.11 bo authorized to formulate rules for canmunal .. •. or regional elections, to sot up the formula for the distribution and allotment of dologatoa to connnunitios, regions and no.tio:nal organizations; and shall hnve full ppwer to do nll things ncceaaary to carry out th0 purpose of organizing the said Assembly, prior to its convening. 

V. Tho Executive Camnittee shall act, in general, as the organizing ccmm1ttco of said Assembly, and it shall issue under ite own name all further camnunicn~ tions and instructiono bearing upon the crgnniza.tion of th0 Aaeer, bly. 

Submitted with this call tan copy of the proposals adopted by the preliminary conference. Instructions a.e to procedure will be issued oe and when formulated by tho Executive Camnittcc. 

(To be signed when in final form by tho organizatione) 
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PROPOSALS 

In view of the desirability of creating a basis of agreement on a program of canmon 
action to deal with post-war Jewish problems: 

This conference resolves to take the initiative in the summoning of an .American 
Jewish Assembly, organized on democratic lines, to establish a camnon program of 
action in connection with poet-war problems and to elect a delegation to carry out 
said program, in cooperation with the duly accredited representatives of Jews 
throughout the world. 

The .American Jewish Assembly shall be convened within five months frcm the date of 
this conference. 

Thia conference shall establish an executive camnitteo of 38 of whom 32 members 
shall be elected at thie conference. Six places shall be reserved for other 
national Jewish membership organizations not now represented. The executive ccm
mittee shall have the power to co-opt additonal members, not exceeding 12, ma.ki 
a total of 50. 

The executive committee shall act under the following directions: 

1. It shall formulate a call for the convening of an .American Jewish Assembly. 
Thie call shall be submitted to all organizations invited to this conference and 
such others as may be deeigmted by the executive canmittee. When o.pproved by a 
majority of the organizations present at this conference, the Executive cor.nn.itte0 
shall iasu.0 such call. A time limit of 30 da.ys fran the time when notice is sent 
to the organizations io fixed for securing such approval. The executive camnittec 
may, however, within its discretion extend this time limit. 

2. a.. Tho American Jewish Assembly sha.11 consist of not more than 500 delegate s . 
The cooperating national organi~ations shall name 125 delegates. The Jowish Can
~unitios, through local or regional conferences called for euch purpose, ehn.11 
elect 375 delegates. The distribution of delegates shall be on the bnei0 of 
Jewish population. The national organizations shall elect their del~gatee in 
accordance with their own rules. Representation in the local or regional confer
ences shall be based on organization membership. 

b. It is recamnended to the executive canmittee that the r epresentation of 
the national organizations in the American Jewish Assembly shall be on the basis 
of parity, insofar as possible. 

c. The principle of proportional ropreeonta.tion shall be observed in the l ocaJ 
or regional conferences in order to assure minority representation. 

3. The executive committee shall have tbe autl.iority 
a. To fix the date of the election of delegates. 
b. To appoint a national board of elections. 
c. To fix the date and place of the American Jewish Aosembly. 
d. To raise such funds as may be required for the organization 

and holding of the American Jewiah Assembly. 

It shall render ite final report to the American Jowieh Assembly when 
it is convened. 
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4. The call for tho American Jewish Assembly shall contnin a statement of program as follows: 

a. To consider and recanmend action on problems relating to the rights and statue of Jews in tho post-war world. 

b. To consider and reccnnnend action upon all matters looking to the implementation of the rights of the Jewish people with respect to Pnlestine. 

c. To eloct a delegation to carry out the program of the American Jewish Assembly incooperation with the duly accredited representatives of Jewo throughout the world. 

Full freedan of discussion and action by the Assembly shall not be impaired. 

5. The Executive Ccm.~ittee shall have full power and nuthority to do any and all things necessary and proper t o carry out the purpose and intent of the above program prior to the convening of the Assembly. 

It shall have power to organize itself and t o provide for representation by alternates under such conditions as the Executive Connnitteo mny deem proper. 
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February 22,1943 

Rabbi Aba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland Heights 0ongregation, 
ijleve]and, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

MILT□ N A. FRIE□MAN I was advised by our .t' edera tion that you 
ROBERT KRENTZMAN have graciously consented to open our drive in Miami . '.l1he 
s □ L scHwARTz Zionist ;.J·istrict d)f' ·• iami is anxions to climax its member-
HYMAN s □□T1N ship drive with y~u as speaker immediately after your 
NAT zALKA edera:tion address. 

e know that if we can use your name,it 
will bolster up the membership drive since the group that 
will corr.a in will be designated as the "Silver Class" of 
the Zionist iami District . I trust tha you will favor 
us with an affirmative reply as soon as possible. 

With personal greetin -s, I remain, 

MS/gnm 

ongr a:atlonal Me tings Every ~ econd ~ undny of Each fonth Board MeE>tings E,·ery R cond and Fourth W dnei1day of Ee.eh Month 
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Ra'bi Iar el Harburg 
Temple Beth El 
12 Breed treat wnn, a. 

y ec.r Ra bi Harbur a 

The •co ttee tor Jewish • ia in no 
a 1 entified t the Zion· t Or._. 1 tion of erica. 

In r ct .a ZOA publio'-\lissoc1ated itself from t 
act v1t1 of thi C~~ttee. Th le er• r th• 
Cocmitta• i1 d .. t ~ ima Dl v rs are., • u o, 
Revi:aionis ta o are c rryin on heir cti vi't1 • 
without rete~ence not lone to the Z but to the 
orld Zioniat Or anization ti J sh ency in 
nleetine a ell. 

ZOA aa ell the ,orld Zioniat Or aniz tion 
ve £re u tly made praee t ona t~ the tary 

Govemm nt and to Gr t Bri 1n on t e need and the 
deair bility ot an inde. end nt Je is fl ht 
P leatine . 11• obt 1n1n s c nee ion• t. 
not be a uocesatul on t e 1n ide • T ~y i.,Lr 
carry on their repreaen tiona. ·• • i n 
·or a apeoi 1 •c ttee or Je iah "• 

ft 
till 

neecl 

The rec nt a l ot thi C--tt e 1n t 
public res for Fifty Do lar oontribution• to reacue 
70,000 Roumaniu.n Je·s ia ruio~h• vidance of t • 
unfortunate d irre onaible ctivit • of t 1a C ttee. 

Those w o ~iah t help long in pr &ding Gr t 
Brit 1D to end t J . iah rf11¥ 1n P l stin c n do no 

t er t an t ork tnr 1h t e bll c annela o t 
Zioni t r ency C ttee ( e u o r pr ent tivee or 
11th ioniat ~roup in erica) h Jow ah ency. 

V o rdially ·o ra, 

SaBK 
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SYMBOLS ' Cl.Ass OF SER.VICI! - • DL • Day Letter This la a full-rate WESTERN 
Telegram or Cable-

UNI 0 N NT •Ovcmiaht Tclesnm 
,:

am unless its de-
rred character is in- LC• Ocfcncd Cable 

dicated by a suitable . 
symbol above or pre- NL T-Cablc Niaht Lett~, 
ceding the address. A , N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARL TON J . C. WILLEVER Ship R.adJosnm 

F'AESIOENT CHAI AMAN OF THE BOARO f'"IAST VICE•F'AIC91DENT 

Tbe filing time shown in the date line on telecrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of orf&in. Time of reee,pt 18 STANDARD TIME at pomt of destmat1on 

lWA283 48 L=WASHINGTON DC 22 

RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVE = 

THE TE PLE CL EV'""= 

Ii ?? 

=P ECEDIN3 THE EGULA lY SCHEDULED MEETING F THE EXECUTIVE 

THURSDAY EVE ING. APR ll. 29 YOU AR U ED TO ATTEND A SPECIAL 

MEET IN AT 3 P SA ME DAY AT CO r D HT LT BE HELD 

J I TLY 1TH EXECUTIVE co ~,,rrEES OF OTHER Z I N 1ST PARTIES 

EXCLUSIVELY DEVOTED TO PREPARATI S FOR FORTHCO IN" AME ICA 

JE ISH ASSEMBLY= 

: S I O SH ET Z E • 

• rtABBI H S 

29 3 PM., JM 1104A MLD 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
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C AEI L E: AOORE:SS 

ZIONISTS 
B ENT L E Y ·s CODE 

1720 -10":':1 S'l'REET, N."\,\l: 
,v_-\.SH I~ GT<)N. D.C. 

May 5, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, O io 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Would you be good enough to favor me th an article 
or statement for publication in the press, on the i portance 
of assuring the nomination and election of Zionist delegates 
to the forthc ming American Jewish Conference (Assembly) 
pledged to the Biltmore Platform. 

In vie of th very short time remaining until the 
elections, our efforts to mobilize all our forces for maximum 
participation in the Assembly must be accelerated. An article 
or statement by you received in tue would undoubtedly help 
impress American Zionists wit the need of spurring their ef
forts in the respective communities. 

ll3:dh 

May I hear from you within the next few days. 

With Zion's greetings, 

Cordially yours, 

r _· ~ ~~ 
E. B arbarash 
Publicity Director 

ICl'ORY 

BUY 
\I ITED 

M 



Rabbi bba Hillel ilver, 
c/o the Reformed Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi: 

152 Ochterloney St., 
Dartmouth, . S., 
May 25th, 1943. 

I noticed in the Jewish dvocate of ay 14th about the 
speech you delivered at the ational Conference in Philadel hie, 
I hasten to congratulate you upon speaking plainly. Courageous 
words have long been needed in the Zionist jovement. I would very 
much appreciate receiving a copy of your address if it is possible. 

While recently reading the Basle Program, I noticed 
that the far-sighted founders of Zionism in declaring that 
"Zionism aims to establish for the Jewish People a publicly 
secured, legally assured homeland in Palestine" felt the import
ance of public opinion. In this statement, they mention ublic 
security first, and legal assurance secondary. They feel that 
security for the Jewish people in alestine would only exist if 
their right to the homeland were publicly accepted. The Zionist 

ovement, particularly in the New orld, seems to have for otten 
the importance of public opinion. The results are more than 
tragic. At t his crucial momen~,when American Jewry should have been 
united in Zionism, we find confusion and indifference, with barely 
1% of the Jews of America as members of the Zionist Organization. 
lon with that, the general non-Jewish masses have been kept in 

complete ignorance of Zionist Idealism. These conditions have 
made it more than convenient for short-sighted Imperial officials 
t o sabotage the commitments or the British Government. 

I believe, however, that it is not yet too late to 
remedy the situation. A well directed effort to arouse the 
sympathy and active support of the masses as well as the informed 
Liberal fo ces in America can still save the situation, or at 
least improve it considerably. I do not believe that a campaign 
of announcements in the press alone would do it. I do not believe 
that a direct assault on any one of the United ation.s could do it, 
but I do believe that an intelligent diversified subtle cam ign 
¼Ould l nfluence public opinion. 

Why have there not been any books dramatizing the Jewish 
Tragedy ?nd the Zionist solution7 - No movies, no songs, no cartoons? 
Where is the major political campai n which Mr. Shertok mentioned 
in his recent address? illions of liberal minded Americans would 
be anxious to lend their voice to the genuinely democratic Zionist 
Movement, if they were but called upon. 
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I believe we have done too good a job in the economic develo -ment of Palestine, and have completely ignored the first condition of the Jewish Homeland. hilanthropic endeavour, even under the guise of a national movement,cannot solve a political situation. Abraham Lincoln did not buy the freedom of each in~ividual slave, nor did George · ashington provide the housewives of Boston with tea at a reduced rate. le must use every ounce of effort and every penny of our resources to publicly secure the future of a Jewish Palestine. e must appeal to the sub-conscious mind of the masses as well as to the intellect of the classes; and the first is even more important than the second. If the ground work were properly l ~id, it would not be long before we weuld have a mass movement among the non-Jews to support Zionism morally, politically, and even financially. 

le have only one goal And one problem, and that is to open the gates of Palestine and unite all public opinion under that banner. 

I have given this problem every conscious moment for years, and feel that now is the time to start or it may be too late. 
Hoping to hear from you, I remain 

Very trul7. yours, 

7 
SJ/ Samuel Jacobson. 

( 
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Zionist Organization of .Anerica 
1720 - 16th street, H. \7. 
Washington, D.O, 

M~MORANDUM 

June 14th, 1943 

To: 

Fron: 

ALL lmvIBEaS OF TR3 EXECUTI~ COMMITT~ 

SIMOM SEEl'ZER 

Subject:~ CHILDR."m 

I ao enclosi_ hcreuith for your information 

copies of an exchonge of correspondence betueen Hadassah 

and ilss Henrietta Sxold, together uith an exchange of 

cables between the Z,O.A, and the ~ecutive of the Jeuish 

ency, 

SS;bg 
bh 

encls,, 



C 
0 

p 
y 

HISS DmIBTTA SZOLD 
o/ o J3t7ISH AG3tTCY 
.nmtJ'S.ilLBM 

and 

RCA Q/w31e:GB4N 

~ 3rd, 1943 

TIJCCUTiv.J OF TH3 .T.Jt7ISH .AGmlCY 
J2RU5.fil,""]J 

OABL:JGB.Al! EBOL! RAJmI HJRZOG IDSCRIImS TZH'.JB.A1T CillLDR::n .. i\S RAVING 

:a::JiJ PLAO."JD nr TRAMSITION CAMPS UN'D~ INFLU!llla:J OF BOTH ANTI-.lOLIGIOUS 

Al."m RiJLIGIOUS l'&\mIRS TEJH &.VnTG ~ P3Rt!ITT:m TO ii.AlCJ omT CHOICIC .AS 

TO S:]TTLTlG~ .Al® ZOOWIOE' m ~irz I6.RADL. THIS B.:JPORr D:mLY .t\Lt,Jn{S 

.AUD 00 Tc:Jm~S EXOOUTIV'.ci 0-Z Z ,0 •A• tlILL lX> ~ ml 10m IF L:ITEB.aL!,Y 

60 • Gmr.JML OPn~IO!T TRA!r T~ OHILDmitl SHOUtD ml mJOA.TED R:lLIGIOUSLY. 

AiiL THIS TOUCKJS O ~ D!JLio.ll.!I!J PR013L3MS H:E:a:D. mcJCUTiv-£ UN\7ILLING 1ro 

:DD?KJ~ IT&;JLi OR TO 1.WC ~STS OF A.GnNCY nx:oouTIT-:l UITHOUT YOUR 

RUPORT O:tT SITl'JATIOlT. PL7Wiu 00 rutJNICA.Tn THIS TO US .AS llULLY .AND 

PBOUPTLY hS YOU O.ANe 

nu. ~rs. iISD, O~ :x:;JRGIDTCY 
OOUMI'l:T.J.ill :Bt>R ZIONIST AFF. ms 

LOUIS E. ~INTHAT,• PKJSII01T ZOA 
ISRm, GOLDSTED', PBESDENT Jl~ 
lCRNARD ROS!MBLA.TT, CRllBIWl lClOl Ha.iJSOD 



S~T tlISD 
40 mJST 68TH STIO."Jl? 
mn7 YOBX 

PAPI QI O PU+C 
·.rEm.TSAIJll, MAY 9, 1943 

Im YOURS 5/3 PLi'aAS:J INFORM OTlGR SIGNA.TORim T~ OHILDB.!Z FROM rnHJRAN PLAO:JD 

In T:J.!POIWiY CAMPS FOR m.AMnu.TION PHYSI.o.AL PSYOHIO, ATTAOB!01T TO Rt.:L.t~TIV'.J, 

D:JTnBUnt\.TIOU IIDUCATIONAL AMO RELIGIOUS BEQUI1UUiJNTS AND GEN!:lBAL OLASSIFIOATION 

IMP3BAT IVD ~CTID=t'-1! TO P.ElBMA.NENT PLAaEM:CN'r • CAMPS OOlIDUC'l?::ID :SY L!lAUJRS .A'Jr I~ 

m Pim nr YOUTH ALIYAH UOVEM!l"-1! MIZRAOHI ORGANIZA!rION P.ALTISTI?m P.ABTLY AGUD.aH 

ORGANIZATION PALUSTDm AND Grnmu.t,, n)R PRINOIPL!JS ~ST.l}.BLISimD :SY .ra7ISH AG2Jl{OY 

P A.IuJ&r 00 .AJTIJR DISCUSSIOll '7ITH ~&amATIV!JS MIZRAOHI .A.GU'llAH ORG.AN'IZAT IOUS 

P.AL:JSTnm I.rr PIClSElTaEl CHIEF RABBI Alm roll ProcnroroJ AND STATI&'TIOS ~ MY C.ABLD 

TO HADASSAH ORGANIZATION N!rr1 YORK OF 4/28 MUOH SHOWS 52 F:JRc:cNT m R3LIGIOUS 

PLA.0:8S t7ITH PROBABLY SOM:J mOR:lA.S.'O OU OOMPLmION BDVISION PLACTI}OlTS rou 

Pm03JDilfG. MO~ THAT OHILDR!M A'BOV!J FOURTn O:? mIOM 336 GRAlqir~ a IGHT 

S:JLFIDT:JREI:J.J."lf IOlT AS ACC!l>TED BY HIZRACHI ORO.A] IZATIO { P.ALJSTnrJ TICSJ or 

yr--Jli.":l5 IH YOUTH .ALIYAH AlID :m:ooas::JD :BY :JXP::!aI:::U~c:J. DIFFZR.'Jl~OES OF OPilUON O T 

PLA.03 .fMS IS~ a:JG.ARDn G YOUMG:JR l,□,m:n?S OF TIC 160 F.Al. ILY GROUPS OLD:JST 

1.vJ.•G.-:3S OF rIHICH R.-SliUS:J CAT:JGORICALLY S:JPARAT IOi FROM YOUMG!m M3l!B:JRS .AND 

AS C~:JGO::UC.ALLY ::CL!_ QUismn~ 01 P:JaSOlJAL A.TTITOro TOUARDS ORTHODOX More 

OF LIF:J. I OPPOS3 R'JSO:aT TO COMPULSIO r. NOT:J ALSO THAT mIOL."'1 NUMB:Ji:l OT 

THOUS.A:i.'1D l3UT 716 WITH 124 FULL OBPHANS A140NG TIC!. DIFFICULTI..116 ,.- ITH THOS::J 

ABOV".J FOURTTIT DU:J nr l!uJIII INSTAUQ.'JS TO PaQPAG.ANDA ~CIS3D BY ALL S:.JCTIO ~ 

CO 1L1UUITY tlITHIN JUID OUTS I IE C.Al!PS. ~E COPI3S mtPLANA!l'ORY I.2n'7.Jii5 TO B:mL 

IOCR!lR U)lID) r UITH oa 011 riAY TO HAD.ASS.AH ORG.ru IZATIOl. 1~ YO~. L.~TnR 

FOLI0\7S. 

DffiOTA SZOLD 
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RCA CABLEGR.Al.1 

:lX'rJCUTM Jm7ISH .AGENcrY 
~US.ALD! 

JONZ 4TH, 1943 

APP~CIAT:3 DJFOBlWIOlT FISIDWl SZOLD R."J T~l CHILDRJnN 

R3LIGIOUS ErruCATIO STOP CONFIDENT PALESTINE ~CUTm 

CJJ>A'BLD ~ SITUATION ruLL R"JGARD IN'l'imESTS CHILD:rtmr 

Al"ID MOVElDiT. 

LOUIS !:1, LTIVINTHAL 



fELEPHONE, DEVONSHIRE 6966 

President 
M KABATZNICK 

Ule Honorary President 
ELIB D. STONE 

Honorary Presidents 
RALPH F. BAS 

JOSEPH GOLDBERG 

Vice Preaidenfa 
MORTON J. ROBBI . M.D. 

Fint Vice-Preeident 

J DGE SAMUEL BAR "ET 

All EL L. ELKINS 

CECIL R. GORDO 

MYER MINSKY 

llENDELL M. SELIG 

DR. AARONR. TONE 

DEWEY D. STO E 

ELI STONE 

HARRY WI EB M 

Hebrew Secretar11 
JACOB GI D RG 

Secrefar11 
ISADORE H. Y. Ml'CH ICK 

Treaaurer 
BERNARD W. M RCL . 

Finance Committee 
JACOB R BINOVITZ 

Chairman 

SAMUEL CAPLOE 

ISAAC GLA ER 

BARRY LEVINE 

JACOB PROMBOIM 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

11'11 ! i,,i:?n n,~,N ,~ M"Ji"?n n,,,r,~n;, 

ME\W/ IE;M@LAMID) ~Il(O)Mil~lf ~IE;@Il(O)M 
11~ ,,1 _______________ _ 

600 WASHING TON STREET Room 710 BOSTON, MASS. 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver , 
The Temple , 
Cleveland, hio , 

Dear Dr . Silver:-

July 2, 1943 

The ~w England Zionist Re gion will hold its 
Convention t his year in Boston on Sunday , September 19th. 

Our Conventions have always been fine affairs 
that have done credit to the movorn.ent in New England , and, while 
this year we are goin,· to r,•oar t'1.is Co .~ention to meet the 
war situation , it will still be c rrie throuch on a. scale that 
will be in keepin with o·,r past traditions. 

The special feature and f,mction of the 
Convention will be the Convention Luncheon. On behalf of 
the ew England Zion· st Re 6ion we s :1oul l i ke to invite you 
to be the speaker at thls Luncheon. We feel that by yo r 
presence yo1 will reatly aid the calse in New England. 

Trust i n 6 that you will be able to be 
with us , we are 

Sincerely yo1rs , 

.. iax Kabatznick, President 
ew En·land Zio 

Dr . Arthnr J . Shain 
Chairman , Convention Committee 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Max L. Alpert 

Jacob S. Aronson 
Emanuel Borenstein 
Dr. Harry Broudy 
Louis E. Brown 
Dr. Frances Burnce 
Jacob Cohen 
Benjamin Cooperstein 
Maurice Eluto 
Philip Fein 
Leonard I. Feingold 
Joseph Foster 
Dr. Arthur Gladstone 
Judge Lewis Goldberg 
Isadore Goodman 
Moses Hirsh 
Moses Hochberg 
Adolph Hubbard 
Reuben Klainer 
Dr. George Kramer 
Louis Levine 
Dr. Moses W. Levinson-Lavi 
Jacob Lewiton 
Leo Liberson 
Rabbi Joshua Loth Liebman 
George B. Lourie 
Howard P. Miller 

Samuel Nemzolf 

Max Nigrosh 

Benjamin Rabalsk.y 

M. J. Rabinovitz 

Laurence M. Ring 

Charles A. Rome 

Howard J. Rome 

Bernard D. Rosenberg 
George Rossyn 

Louis Rudnick 

Dr. Arthur I. Shain 

Rabbi Samuel N. Sherman 
Rabbi Joseph S. Shubow 
Benjamin M. Siegel 

Coleman Silbert 

Bennett Silverblatt 

Robert Silverman 

Samuel Steinfield 
Julius Stone 

Joseph Talamo 
Benjamin A. Tober 
Benjamin Ulin 
Irving Usen 
Rabbi Solomon Waldenberg 
Lewis H. Weinstein 
Albert H. W oolfson 
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0.Ass OF SnvtCE 

This is a full'flte 
Telqram or Cable
pm unleu tu de
ferred character is In
dicated by a auitable 
aymbol above or pre
cedlna the addrea. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

1201 

R. B. WHITE 
PRESIDENT 

NFl/1/COMB CARL TON 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C . WILLEVER 
FIRST VICE·PAESIDltNT 

,/ 
SYMBOLS 

DL -o., Lener 

NL-Nlshtl.ettn 

LC-Defen-ed Cable 

Nt.T-Cablc N1p.t ~ 

"'\ Ship llacliosram 

The filinc time shown in the date line on teJerrams and day letters ia STANDARD TIME at point of orillll. Time of receipt is ST AND ARD TIME at point of destination 

Received at 
r 

PD34 26i=NEWYORK NY AUG 2 438P 

DR AH SILVER:: 
:PHONE HAUNESLA~'DI NG BALD .. OU tTAI N CAt PS .ft. E::: 

:VJILL TELEPHO !E YOU TOMIGHT AT EI GHT. AJ TICI.PATING POSSIBILITY . 
DI FF I CUL TY TELEPHONE C01 i ECT I Of 'JO ULD SUGGEST THAT IF YOU DO T 

RECEIVE CALL BY ~ ~ +H . EtEPHO l ~AE- SCHUYLER 44433= 
,..,._ 0 . 

830 44433• 

. 
Tel;ph~necf1~ .. --- ISRAEL GOLDSTE IM •• 
T, ~ n~H :-;r;x=----l--~-:.-_ 

.. ------------------- ··-- ---
Att~mp~~ 

to 
Deliv r 

l l _ _ _ ___ 1l 

1 

THI: COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS BIIBVICII 



ev . r.Abba illel i lvbr, 
'Ine T m~le~ 
Cl evt:l[ nu . 

iv , uea.r Dr . Si lver, 

Lov 11, 1, • ine 
ug . vth 1 o 

-Your lt!t1,er 1 , be u rel£ ·ea t m ner • reLli~- .1 m. ver 
a.re out i.u vie . uf ~·-.1 • t .Y uu ec.n ,:, tr c w1;:;ricc,n J c\,L:,n co u ,J. v 
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i11cii::- .t- er1s&ole to n& ve ou us one of' our .t1r&o.ch1::s • 

.. e br n the c r t of th ost ut:!I· ou \,ill ht.VE. o uer s 1 e· • in nuag~m nts 
for e~ - no.sin tn comi n0 t&.r. ,ou i1, not be ~uL..,itJlt:: lor JOU 1,0 fina 

o 1e tm•_t ill 11 t int JOur vi ~ t_u0 bcno) le v t,1 • t JOU Cc 1 b • tn 
us O! e Junr c:,..y orninc, bv tv. t.;1..Il vCtobtr unu }'ril? 

.iJ. .) 0 

w &t. b 
i of 

t' ease v Jlle 1,n e,l cut 't.vor 
o unot.J uu c·n let u~ ·ve . 
• uicnce- nonJ .i5h 

"' rc.co ... sioer 7 r lt r. t c:i.. ter . 'i ' r 
I a u ttia it w1:: • iJr vi e tht; 

.,m .. ,t. v!J. tic V..tJpr c:...· tion 
01' ur • tuna. ill u~eful i ~ J ui· P I vie~ to J .. .,,ry . men n· .vc 
ntd no o_ r1 rtw it., i t n to JOU ariu tneJ &c r of' ·o - too oft n- is 
in l }' r ti 6.D lO:ni.2t ~e1.,t· g . l a.loo t,er ~f'ttlr u .L t n ve yo 
IDt:t::t 1;. t. u ruH::;:1' i,1 1u ncw1c Oilit: f t 1 1puru,;.n v f • i11 t" z t,iont.l 

l! hino tou cu ... ll!W.ll. t \,110 0 ~ht t, t1.. 10, 0u be" 1.,er . 

I uulo f:.rec t,.l.J • ~ rE::C.1.&. t J.'u oruble t' fro ou . .i 1 \·.ttrw per on~l 
6ret tin6 uio. rt ... ret for the )oor t;,. int., , 

u .ill ✓ ou 1 , e re ly to 1 in • 



DR. J . A . NEUMANN 
P'RllS I DllNT 

Rev . Ra bi A. H. ' lver , 
r old .. oun t.a n Cam , 
Bold , ountain, ~a ne . 

ear Rabbi Silver , 

Augus 6, 1943 
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you dur nb your vac 
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l a+- he 500 do l ega ec n ch on +-he 2 
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ver -

I wou l d a pr e c ate v r y much 
re ,ur n .he book a"' early a po s i ble o e+;her 

r co ent,s . 
~ ... o n you ave a pl easan , vacat i on, and 

w h e . r e ~ r .. s , I am 
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HARRY A. RACHLIN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Doctor Silver: 

TELEPHO E M,.._DISON 4255 

6 0 9 Elll E COUNTY BAN K. BUI LD ING 

BUFFALO, NEW YORK 2 

August 28., 1943 

Buffalo Zionist District is sponsoring a 
Forum this coming season. 

We would be more than deli ghted if you 
would address our District. 

I appreciate that you have a very heavy 
schedule but wonder if you would consider addressing 
our group in the evening of the afternoon that you 
appear at the Presbypterian Church in this city. 

Should you find that you can honor us on 
this occasion, would you please advise as to your fee? 

HAR:B 

With Zionist greetings, I remain J 

Yours very truly, 

~ u ,/~ 

HARRY A. RACil,IN 
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Joint statement 1943 

1- Ori P:-in 

aEden wanted it, thought it would have apnroval of moderate 
I 

US Jews. Before War Cabinet could t ake it up, ·linant 

proposed it, original proposal was to stop discussion of 

subject for duration, would be helpful if both sides could 

get toge~her. GB didn't want UN or 4 four proposal, wanted 

joint,added that they wouldn't recognize changes brou ht 

about by force. Then a long period of postponement, Halifax 

wired that US Zionists had heard about it. Au£r . 9, Winant told 

them US was now against it, WAr dept. thought it unnecessary 

b-Halifax blamed Zionist pressure on FDR (Morgenthau, Baruch, · 

\velles, Stimson) 

2- kept coming up in different forms even after Quebec,'43, but never 

issued (Stevens says it was not issued on advice of Stimson and 

/ 



• JOL:::T STATE 1EI T 

State- fo·rmalization of taboo policy 

1.-FDR and WSC at one time were ready to make an official request that 

sub3ect be dropped for duration, but Drew Pearson revealed it in 

summer of '43 and it was dropped despite strong statement of Hull 

to FDR 

a- F,den was ' behibd it, also Hurley who had just returned 

Murray, Berle, Hoskins 

b- AZEC-got wind of it July 27'43- Wise wrote Hull a strong 

letter, asked for consultation before issued. Wise told 

AZ.EC Aug. 9th that it had be en postponed, Zionist leaders 

asked to come to Wash. with proviso that they might declare 

themselve~ for no statement at all. 

c- Schechtman- never issued, but was this due to Zionist opnosition? 

Hull says in MEMOIRS that FDR approved announcemeht su~r ested 

by Hoskins (about final decision), but according to FOR REL. 

Stimson killed it ~Y saying mil. situation didn't warrant it 

2-Joint statement revived early in '44 when Ed. prepared another draft, 

Ed gave it to FDR Feb.14,1944 (no decision before end, would welcome 

Arab-Jew. agreement, after war will reach a decision with a "just 

and definitive solution equitable to all parties concerned". It 

was also to include (new) warning by GB that it would not allow force 

to change status quo. (Ed t hou p- 1t t his would "clarify"situation, 

su ~estion of a FDR-Hoskins talk on point). Really not different 

from FDR's position, but for some reason he refused to issue it 

and relegated it to the files. 

3- f3/ti'i-3 J-hd1 :;,eu(I vu ,v~ ~t/ c~cd--
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, JOirT STATE1ENT 1943 
• 

1-throughout 1943, in addition to Philby plan, State and FO discussed 
sug~estion by Hoskins that Allies announce no settlement until after war and 
only then after full consultation. Both FDR and FOffice agreed to 5f'~ 
text ~f s~atement but never issued. Hull says reason is War Dept~ objected 
that it mi ht worsen Arab relations With no settlement in sight at Quebec in 
Aug. '43 FDR-1SC agreed to review situation each month 

2- Hoskins told FDR, Sept. 27'43 that the statement he recommended 
oJ:-

freezing stus quo, originally approved by both FDR and GB 
;. 

' "was shelved for the Jfimm flimsiest of reasons" 

2- Hoskins sugfested joint statement in report to USecy 1/23/43-at this 

time wanted to rule out military aid for either side. Murray sent 

dr~ft to Hu11[and Welles, but no action taken 

3- word leaked through Drew Pearson (Wash. Post Aug 9 hat Hoskins 

wanted joint statemen~n until after war and then only after 

consultation. Celler threatened cong. inquiry if it were issued. Celler 

asked FDR at forthcoming'43 Quebec conf. to intercede with iSC for 

a Pal. homeland. 

. / 

a-Stevens said text prepared by FDR-WSC not issued, instead they 

decided to review Pal. situation each month. (Hull states they 

I 

, were about to make public their promises to Ibn Saud which had 

been made at urging of War ~ept.) 

I I 
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Joint statement 222 

1- Arthur Lourie to AHS Oct. 11'43 

War, State, Br. FO wanted it. Matter progressed where everything 

had been done except to get FDR's signature and FDR leaned toward it. 

Public outcry wQuld have done no good, but it was stopped because 
I 

of behind-the-seances pressure accompanied by threat of strong 

public reaction. 

"fTlhe force of pub. op. was vital, but our strength lay in the 

potential and not the actual use of that weapon" 
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Decisions on Pal. O 

1-held in abeyance till end of 1942; as long as there was threat of 

invasion 

, 
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