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CHARLESJ. ROSENBLOOM 
521 UNION TRUST BUILDING 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 

J'uly 23, 1943 

Dear Fellow-Zionist: 

I am forwarding to you copy of a newspaper release 
announcing the action by a group of Zionists in various parts 
of the country to obtain the services of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
as President of the Zionist Organization of America. 

This effort was launched in the conviction that in 
this critical period the best interests of the Zionist movement 
will be served by securing for its leadership a man of Dr. Silver's 
abilities and attainments. Dr. Silver's outstanding position 
in American Life, his matchless gifts of mind and speech, his 
dynamio personality are invaluable assets which should now be 
completely at the disposal of the Zionist Movement. 

We believe that Dr. Silver will be prepared to put 
aside his other communal obligations and accept the call of 
the forthcoming convention to assume the Presidency. We ask 
Zionist workers everywhere to join with us in giving expression 
to the overwhelming popular desire for Dr. Silver to serve as 
President of the Z.O.A. If you are in sympathy with our effort 
we urge you at once to indicate your willingness to cooperate. 
A reply postcard is enclosed for your convenience. 

With Zion's greetings, 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles J'. Rosenbloom 
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• 
From Charles J, Rosenbloom 
521 Union Trust Bldg. 
Pittsburgh, Pa• 

For Immediate Release 

IEADERS START MOVEMENT TO DRAFT DR, ABBA HILLEL SILVER FOR ZIONIST PRESIDENCY 

See Zionist Movement "Faced With Greatest Crisis in History• and Urge Cleveland 
Rabbi To Take Helm in Fight on British White Paper Policy for Palestine 

And to Prepare Palestine for Post-War Mass Immigration 

- .. - - -
Pittsburgh, Pa, - A group of 100 leading .American Zionists from coast to coast have 

launched a movement to draft Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Cleveland rabbi, and National 

Chairman of the United Palestine Appeal and also National Chairman of the United 

Jewish Appeal, for the Presidency of the Zionist Organization of America, whose annual 

convention is to be held in Columbus, Ohio in September, The group is headed by 

Charles Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh philanthropist, as Chairman and Joel Gross, Jewish 

leader of Newark, N, J. as Vice Chairman. 

The draft effort was made public by Mr. Rosenbloom in a desire to get the 

support of other Zionists in persuading Dr. Silver to •put aside all other Jewish 

communal obligations in order to accept the leadership of the Zionist movement in 

America•" 
The group revealed that an appeal had been submitted to Dr. Silver 

asserting that "the Zionist movement is faced with the greatest crisis in it~ history, 

requiring leadership that will be courageous, stimulating and inspiring," and declar

ing that he was the one man in America to take the helm. 

The fight on the British ½'hite Paper policy for Palestine, due to go into 

effect next year, was said to be one of the important tasks requiring the best leader

ship , Dr. Silver was also reminded that preparations must now be made to prepare 

Palestine for mass Jewish immigration after the war, 

The Committee sponsoring Dr. Silver's candidacy is in the process of 

formation and will include representatives of every Zionist District in New York. 

Some of the Zionist leaders who joined in making the appeal to Dr. Silver to state 

that he would be ~ready to serve if called upon,w ares 

Dr, Harry Friedenwald of Baltimore, Honorary Vice President of the Zionist 

Organization of America; Gustave Goldstein, President of the Zionist District of 

Los Angeles; ortimer my, Nashville, President of the Southwestern Zionist Region; 

Abe Srere, President of Jewish Welfare Fund of Detroit; Joe Weingarten, Houston, Texas; 

Israel Goldman, President Zionist Organization of St. Louis; Rabbi Leon Fram, Detroiti 
Dr. oses Gellman, BaltimoreJ 

Oscar Berman and Rabbi Samuel ohl, Cinoinnati;;\Rabbi Rudolph .• Rosenthal,Cleveland; 

Alex Lowenthal, Pittsburgh; Jacob Hofi'man, Philadelphia; Mark Sugerman, Coatesville, 

Pa; Emanuel Teitelbaum, Johnstown, Pa; Dr. Illie Berger of ProvidenoeJ Joseph 

Goldberg of Worcester, Honorary Chairman ew England Zionist Region; Dr, Arthur Shai 

of Brookline, fass., President New England Jewish National Fund CouncilJ Jacob 

Rabinowitz, Boston; Bennett Silverblatt, Lowell, Mass,; Eli Cohen, Lynn, Mass., 



(2) 

Bernard w. Marcus, Boston; Abraham Machinist. 18.nchester, Honorary President 

New He.mpshire Zionist Federation; Rabbi Joseph Shubow of Boston, President New England 

Division American Jewish Congress; Michael Hollander, Michael A. Stavisky and Daniel 

Sheiman of Newark; Joseph H, Lerner, President Newark Zionist Organization; Samuel r. 

Kessler, President Essex County Council of Jewish Agencies, David Goldstein, Chairman 

of United Jewish Appeal of Asbury Park. 

The text of the statement as released by the committee was as follows a 

"Because the Zionist movement is faced with the greatest crisis in its 

history, requiring leadership that will be courageous, stimulating and inspiring, we 

appeal to you to put aside all other Jewish communal obligations in order to accept 

the leadership of the Zionist movement in America. 

"The future of the Jewish people is now being determined. For those who 

believe that this future is linked inseparably with Palestine, the years immediately 

ahea~ will witness either frustration of our hopes or their fulfillment in the estab

lishment of a Jewish Commonwealth• 

"The British Government has given no indication that the Chamberlain White 

Paper policy of 1939 will be abrogated in 1944, when under its provisions Jewish immig

ration into Palestine is scheduled to cease, The will and the resources of the Jewish 

people must be mobilized to halt this violation of a solemn pledge in the midst of a 

war fought for freedom and security for all people. The strength of American Jewry 

must be mustered in overwhelming force so that as soon as victory comes, the remnants 

of a shattered Israel may be quickly and successfully transferred to Jewish Palestine. 

"These tasks require singleness of purpose. They do not permit of 

defeatism. They demand the concentration of mind and energy and spirit• We are con

vinced that knerican Jewry and American Zionism will be equal to the tasks if they have 

the benefit of great leadershipy You are the man to provide this leadership. Yours is 

the opportunity and the obligation to lead the Zionist forces of the greatest Jewish 

community in the world in these crucial years. 

"The si~natories to this appeal have no wish other than to assist you as 

we may be called upon in the exercise of your leadership. We are acting only as 

individuals in submitting this plea but we feel confident that the Zionists of America 

will join with us at the next convention of the Zionist Organization of America to 

sununon you to the tasks of leadership. In the meantime, we urge that you make clear 

that you are ready to serve if called upon so that the convention may act 

a.ccordingly." 



J.T.A. NEWS 

ZIONIST LEADERS LAUNCH IDVEMENT TO DRAFT DR. ABBA SILVEri FOR ZOA PRESIDEBCY 

PITTSBURGH, July 26. (JTA)-• A group of 100 1 r. , .il:6 American Zionists from 
coast to coast h .. vc launched a movement to draft Dr . " ,.- Hillel Silver., Cleveland 
rabbi, and national chairman of the unitGd Pale stir c Aripca.l nd of the United Jewish 
Appeal., for tho pre,..idcncy of the Zionist Organizrttil•ll of .1. ericn ., whose annual con
vention is to be held in Columbus., Ohio in S ptembcr, it wus lenrned here today. 
The group is headed by Charles Rosenbloom., pittsbt rgh philar thropist., as chairman 
end Joel Gross, Jei.·ish leader of Newnrk, N .J., as vice cho.irman, 

The draft effort was made public by Mr. Rosenbloom in a desire to get the 
support of other Zionists in persunding Dr. Silver to "put aside o.11 other Jewish 
communal obligations in order to accept the leadership of the Zionist movement in 
America." The group revec.led that an appeal had been submitted to Dr . Silver as 
serting that "the Zionist movement is faced with the greatest crisis in its history, 
requiring leadership that will be courageous, stimulating nnd inspiring.," nnd declar
ing that he was the one man in America to toke the helm. 

The fight on the British ~hite Pnper policy for Palestine., due to go into 
effect next year, was said to be one of the important tasks requiring the best 
leadership. Dr. Silver was also reminded that preparations must now be made to 
pr pare pulestine for mass Jewish immigration after the war. The Committee spon
soring Dr. Silver's candidacy is in the process of formation nnd will include repre-J 
sentatives oi' every Zionist District in N6w York, it was announced. 

ANTI-SEMITISM HAS NO LOGICAL CONNECTION WITII FASCISM, SAYS GEORGE bER}TiffiD SHA 

LONDON, July 26.(JTA)-- .Anti-Semitism was defined today by Georbe Bernard 
Shaw as "hatred of the lazy, ignorant., fo.t-hcade G ntile for the pertinacious Jew 
who, schooled by adversity to use his bro.ins to the utmost , outdoL.s him in business ~" 

.. 
In a str-temcnt issu d by him in connection wi t1, his 87th birthday today, 

the Irish wit a.nd playwright , comm nting on the ste.tl c • the wC'rld., also said that 
"anti-Semitic propc.g nda has no logioal connection wit F scisl!l., which is simply 
state-aided capitalism instead of 1 Laisset-Fo.ire.•'' 

MIKHOELS AND FEFFER GIVEN OFFICIAL RECEPTION IA DETROIT 

DETROIT, July 26. (JTA)-- Prof. Solomon i,.ikhoels o.nd Li ut .-Col. Itzik F ffer, 
the Jewish cultural delegation from the Soviet Union., were rec ived here over the ' 
week-end by Mayor Edward J, Jeffreys at City Hall . The ninyor t;rvc rof. ·khoels, 
who is a member of th Moscow City council., a gavel s Q. gift to the ~,ror of Moscow. 
The del~gation•s visit to this city was arranged by a committee of prominent Jewish 
and non-Jewish notables headed by Fred M. Butzol und Aaron Rose berg, D troit 
J wish 1 uders , 

HOLLANDER CO ~y i TTEM.PTS TO OUST ALLEGED ANTI-SEMITE FROM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

NEWARK, N. J., July 26.(~TA)-- A fight to secure the removal of Lui~i 
Criscu lo, investment banker and a director of the fur-dyeing firm of A. Holl ndcr 
Sons, Ino .• , from the board of diroctors of that company, has bee lnunchcd her by 
A1ichael Hollander., its president, who charges that Criscuolo hns injured the com
pany by issuing mo.trial attacking J,3ws., anti -Fascist Catholic nd romint:nt public 
figur s. 

cri scuolo is the publisher of "The Rubicon," a news lctt1;r distri butod to 
large businGss firms. This publication has at various times attacked s. Franklin 
D• Roosevelt, Mayor LnGuardia, congressman Sol Bloom., Archbishop Spellman und others~ 
The issue of Criscuolo 1 s removo.l will be settled on August 9 when a stock-holder's 
meeting will be o.sked to adopt a charter amendment which w uld r sult in his ouster. 



July 28 ----

July 50 
a.m. 

4: P.M. 

4:10 P.M. 

5:00 P.M. 

Dr. Wise telephones suggesting that Goldstein meet with me. Tell him 
that I would be glad to meet with Goldstein provided he bas authority 
to negotiate. 

I write Dr. Wise requesting a clear-cut statement from him on his position 
vis a vis chairmanship of Emergency Committee. 

Goldstein telephones saying that he is authorized to negotiate, suggesting 
that we meet. Inform him that I am leaving same evening for Maine. 
Outline to him the crux of the issue and suggest that he discuss matter 

with Neumann who bas full authority to negotiate. 

Neumann telephones that he bad telephoned Goldstein. Was told that 
he was out. Later on was reached and informed tha.t Goldstein bad left 
for the country, and that Mr. Bookstein would meet with him. 

Goldstein called. Still would like to meet with me. I suggested that 
we meet in Portland on Monday morning. 

Telephoned Neumann. Informed him of Goldstein's reynest to meet me. 
Bookstein in meantime had asked Neumann to meet him at his home 
over weekend. 





STANDARD TIME INDICATED 

RECEIVED AT 
THIS IS A f'UU. RAT£ TEiGIIAM, CAat..£. 

GRAM OR RADK>GRAM UNl.lSS OTHOWISI: 

INOICATU> ■Y SYMl■OI.. IN TH• P'REAMIILE 

OR 1H TH£ ADORm OF THC MESSAGE. 

SYMaOLS DESIGNATING KIWICI: au:cTE:D 

AM OUTUNaa IN TIC COMPANY'S TARIP"l'S 

~ HANO AT EACH OPY'ICC AND OH P"lt.E WITH 

MGULATOIIY AUTHORtTID. 

Formt6 H,.NA146 MB,!N (FIVE) 46/ ~, llaMB WUT N(WYO"K t,f !I 125'9=-
ftABB I I ftV I NG MI lLEft=CAftE OF THE T!:M19LE 1. 2 f 4 • _C'JOIY' 

(CLEVELANI OHIO)• 

TP\Y P\AI E SOME MONEY AMONG CLEVELANI FftlENIS SUGGEST THEY 
ASSUME MINIMUM QUOTA AT LEAST $3000 STO~ ALSO UQGEST 
CONSULT 1ft SILVEP\ WHETHEft WE MAY AY 19ftfVATELY IN ANSWEft 
TO INQUlft4ES THAT HE IS ,-P\E~AftEI TO TAKE LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
IN Ofl'IEP\ IE VOTE HI MSE lF ZION.IS T WOP\K= 

MANUEL NAUMANN 

··········•••••••• •• 

.. ············• .. ·•••••••••• •• 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
330 WEST 42nd STREET NEW YORK CITY 

STEPHEN S. WISE, PRESIDENT 

CARL SHERMAN, CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

NATHAN 0. PERLMAN } VICE-PRESIDENTS 
LEO H. LOWITZ 
LOUIS LIPSKY, CHAIRMAN, GOVERNING COUNCIL 

M. MALDWIN FERTIG, CHAIRMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

JACOB LEICHTMAN, TREASURER 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

CABLE ADDRESS 'CONGRESS' 
TELEPHONE LONGACRE 5-2600 

Th~ postear~s Bi.ttimariz~d in th& a~tache~ 11 t w~re 

torwarde~ tom from Pittsbur~~-~osenbloom lof y~ste~ny for the West 

Coast but h~ will be in touch with us and he "Ni 1 do s~ things 

in California. 

Regard less ot the "negotiations", which I am convince • 

are a de la,'{ ir.g act ion ce1. lculated to impair our efforts. w0 are prooP-f't! ing 

with t)le work in hand. Aa Rabbi Miller may have told yo,1 . we have arranged 

to onen an office at; the Biltmore Hote 1. ·e are ga.th•ring t .e neeessa~y tuma 

for the purpose ot comucting a real campe.ign. Rosenbloom sent mi, a check 

tnr 500. b~fore he left. I still ha-.e the conviction that aa your reply 

or acceptance ia published, t:,e campaign will gather such momentlD that 

the pr.,sent heir designatr. will f&d!9 fro."Tl the picture. 



July 2 , 1<;43 

To :)r. ilver 

Froe1 .:iamue 1 Ca plan 

~he following is a tabulation ofthe first batch of postcard replies 

receiTed by Mr. Rosenbloom ia replf to hi• letter annoUXJCing the formation 

of the Canmittee for Dr. Silver as Jtresident of the ZOA alld soliciting 

pledge• of support: 

Frank Brown Logan-Bl'Yd District Philadelpni~ 

.llorria Bl'OWll Treaaurer 11liladel}'lhia ZOA 

.A. lex ll&yer J.,ora in, O. 

Samuel !lkiu Chelaea. Kass. 

Albert B. F1ckman rittaburgh, 1a. 

DaT1d Goldberg lfestwood., N.J. 

1. Gilbert Bl11etield, w. Va. 

Isidor Rabi11oWit1 Iqnn., Mase. 

Je.ck Minkott Stamford, Conn. 

I 

Special Reu.rka 

•Dr. SilTer la the outatan:ling 
man for the poat. I will 
do all I oan to help hi■ 
eleetion.• 

"The remarks ot Dr. S11Ter 
at the UP.A. eonlerenoe 
111 lhila. anl th"' 1r 
aggreaalTenesa make him 
the des ired leader ot the ZOA. • 

"M;v District 11 prom to go 
on record taToring Dr.SilTer'• 
Jtreaidency ot the L~. • 

"ff lll do all I can ia Nh&lt 
ot Dr. Sil·l'cr•s oandidacy.• 

•.A.11 our Zioniat ~roupe are 
10~ 1• tayor ot Dr. SilTer 
and •laoerely' hope h8 will 
accept.• 

• '!be Che laea Di triot with ita 
350 member• Mb ind e lectioa 
,,r Dr. SilTer.• 

• Tha lk you for pr1Tilege to 
uaociate ww•elt with the 
C<XUllittee tor Dr. Silnr.• 

•1 ' ould comid.~r it an 
hoaor to work ton.rd thi.aem.• 

"The election ot Dr. Silnr 
tor President will p-0111Cte 
~e ZO.i work greatly." 

"I kndr I am expre111ng the 
atrong aentimenta ot ay 
entire D iritriot." 



-
Lou Cohen 

DaTid L.Sablonaky 

Iaador K. Coh4!tn. 

Dr. A. Shappel 

2 

Jls.rtin.aburg~ w.va. 

Im ianapoli•, Ind. 

Huntington, w. va. 

Yonkers, •• Y. 

Hyman Hirah, U:iddletown, B.Y • 

Iaaae ?I. ♦,ay lor 

Henry Lomenatein 

Robert P.Jacob• 

Bernard We ias 

!.lex Baumohl 

Karcua A. Libstflr 

I. Jla permaster 

H.L. Dor ain 

Arohie Barlotaky 

Harry D.Jagolinzer 

Minette Ba um 

Borma:a 

Ellicott Cit,, 11)• 

Port Cheater, N.Y. 

DanTille, va. 

.._she'Ville. H.C. 

Metuchen,, HJ. 

Monticello, HY• 

Flint,, llieh. 

Fargo. •.n. 

Marshalltown, Iowa 

Durham., lf.C. 

B~ lleTille, Ill 

•»ay your ettort• be aucceeatul 
aa I tully believe Dr. Silver 
aa Prneident can do 1110at tot 
the Zioniat caU1e." 

".lt thi• t1..Pe we DeGd tt.e beat 
•11 •e ha.Te.• 

"In thia crucial hour Dr. 
Silver'• .leader■hip of the 
z~ 1• i niiapemable." 

"I will do all in my ~er 
tor the man I admire ~Dd 
resP9ct." 

wCongratulationa on your 
good effort• tc,i- Dr. Silver. 
Tou haTe ray • incere good wishes 
tor your aaaured aucce•••" 

• Aa Pre•ident ot the Peekskill 
District I am glad to ha-.e 
Dr. S11Ter as Pre11dent ot ZOA." 

"or. SilTer hae the reapect 
and 9dmiration ot all 111 our 
D iatrict •" 

"Bo tiur pereoa could be ohoattn 
tor the important po 1t1on. I 
hope he •111 accept it.• 

• I aht.11 do all I can in aupport 
of Dr• Si 1 "r by the llroT1dence 
de le~•tion." 



7-50-45 

1. Final agreement t • be reached within the next three four days before I issue statement. 

2. The crux of the si tU=..tion is the chairmanship of the Emergency situation. Wise should be as .ed to step aside and accept honorary position. 

5. The crux of the matter is the centralization of political authority in my hands and their ready am hole-hearted cooperation in this arrangement. 

4. Vigorous ~rosecution of draft movement in the meantime. 

5. Reorganization of political set-up to be effective within the next week ten days durin which time we continue our draft movement. 

6. to insure loyal cooperation there should be agreement on the Executive and official family of the ZOA prior to the convention. 
7. hat role for eumann and Miller? 

8. Finances 



CLASS OF SER VICE: 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

WESTERN{ 4'°' 

UNION 
A. N . WILLIAMS 

PRESIDENT 

.,/ 
SYMBOLS 

DL-Da, Lrttu 

NL - Nlaht Lrtttr 

LC - ~ftrred Cable 

NL T - Cablc Nfsht Lrtttr 

Ship Radqnm 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of ori~in. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point. of destination 
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"AB AB A HILLEL I .... VE --
THE TE ?LE _ARL RD A D .... AST 1 05 T \JLEVE::a 

AS PRES IDE T OF LA GEST 10 T ICT C • EC IC T 
JOI 0 I r, I T F o. ALL VE 0 y RGI JG y u TO C~EPT 

p ES IDE CY A Op PLEDGE F LL COOPE ,ATIO A D PPORT 
=JACOB CH ALSKY RE IDE NT . 

I 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRE IATE SUGGESTIONS F'ROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING JTS SF:RVICK 



July 30, 1943 
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PRLESTlnE fOUnDHTIOn fUno 
( ,('~ olf.~) J11e. - i,C)"f1 ,,, FINANCIAL INSTIUMENT Of TH! JEWISH AGENCY FOi PALESTINE 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 

OFFICERS MURRAY HILL 2-4448 

Honorary Chairmen 
JULIAN w. MACK J 1 JO 7 94 
STEPHEN S. WISE U Y , -

President 
BERNARD A. ROSENBLATT 

Chairman , Board ol Directors 
LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL 

Yice Chairmen 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
SOLOMON GOLDMAN 
ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
LOUIS LIPSKY 
HENRY MONSKY 
MRS. DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
MORRIS ROTHENBERG 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
ELIHU D. STONE 
ROBERT SZOLD 

Treasurer 
ABRAHAM GOODMAN 

Associate Treasurers 
JACOB H. COHEN 
ABRAHAM L. LIEBOVITZ 

Secretary 
HERMAN L. WEISMAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
LEON GELLMAN 
EMANUEL GREENBERG 
LEO GUZIK 
MRS. EDWARD JACOIS 
ABRAHAM KRUMBEIN 
HARRIS LEVINE 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
HARRY PINE 
SOL REITER 
LOUIS P. ROCKER 
ALEXANDER SALZMAN 
HERMAN SHULMAN 
ROBERT SILVERMAN 
DEWEY STONE 
SIGMUND THAU 
MORRIS WEINBERG 
DAVID WERTHEIM 

ond officers 

Dr. bba H.:.llel Silver 
B ld !,.Oun tain ':J a p 
·nines Ln.ndin ... , ."aine 

e r Dr. i..ilver : 

t sonly. "ee: o to~ny t t _ le 1ned oft e 
ef ·orts made by an iru·luenti 1 grou to put you for ~ro s 
t e C"' did~-c,e for the re iclenc., o t e ion.:.s t 0:. g niz tion 
of .unericc. . I • nuediatel:; told Bo S~ __ ver an, my informant, 
t ·1 t it oulcl be disastrou~ to have cont c,t over e 
nresidenc,,r t t .:.s critic"._ ti e rly folio ~· tne 

mertcnn Jevr.i. .,,• Jonference , ested e't 1in : 
underst" d - a-- C lre d be n r rd, VO . ead 
t e • i_ -:.tee - to due your 
service ·nd i·y entitle r • 

don ' t l . ve to t ,.ou o.bo t nrr err,ona_ · c ir( tion .. . 
for you, n feeli1g of ·r~ 'ip, n I ~n sure tn·t your 
o m -· oni t insincts rill corren ond d. t _ mine , tr t ti.: 0 

ti e 01 n jor co 1test t at .i.s oou. to oe uursue ~ ".IJ.on 
erso ~1 line,:, . 

I ave oken to n1mber of neonle 1ho re ro inent ... . 
in t 1eii· . dvoc. CJ of t · 1e el ction of 1 :ol ~ stein, . d 
_ feel certain t k~ t , i'ormul c, n oe f ound vnicl ,:ill in for 
u~ , our , lendid e1·v:..ce i tl • 0 critic l ~ur o"' our 1eed. 
e e1 ·ent to t e extent of J r . d~tein e '"'On 1 -~ t t 
.:.t .1.! d t to con ult n nlist 

t e O :n t o urltt0 e . 
l • 1 , .. u._e o 
ele hone nd le , too, 

if you ·m e , c orded 

t nue ann, ove 
felt th t the "itu tion t be 
pro er 1 ce of ser ce - ~nd o 

I •rould oe the le st on to ur , ·ou to ~ ccept ny ere e ty 
1 ono . 

I dvi 0 i1 r . Gold:Jte.! n to f. t in touc :ith 
R .. nue. :e nn, in vie of tour bRence in ..Rine , rrl see if 
the ituntion c ot be clarif.'ed "'0 

. pect--cle of < convention tr ggle 
tis cri ticA.1 eriod of our hi tory. 

I hone rou acce t t • 
in hie it i. offered , n t t , e 
to ether for y r esults on behrrlf 

'it kind er on."'1 

r . nb 

t t ,·e , ... ~ flVOid t e 
would be unseemly in 

le t er in the oo s irit 
ma continue all to v.ork 
of 



DRAFT 1 - - -
July 30, 1943 

Dear r. Rosenbloom: 

I am in receipt of your communication on behalf of a 

national co ittee o Zioni ts, urgin me Mto acce. t the 1 adership 

of the ionist movement in merica. 1 

It is with full ·understanding of the responsibility and 

obligations involved that I authorize you t state that I am en

tierly at the disposal f the forthcoming ionist Conve 1tion, cand 

shall be proud to accept its c · ll for service. 

I am deeply ap reoiative of the nu erous expressions of 

c nfidence oonv_yed through y u by Zionist orke s thr ughout the 

country. If it i the ill of the Conventi n to entru t me 1th 

thetas of leader ip, I shall elcome th cooperation of all 

i nist forces so that , as a united ·nd det ermined body, conscious 

of the justice of our cause, we s l of rward in this hour of 

deci ion to achieve for the J 1 h people the aim of ' ioniets -

the estab ish ent of Pale tine as a Jewish Common ealth. 

Cordial y y urs, 

Abba Hill~ Silver 



July 30, 1943 

Dear r. Rosenbloom: 

I am in receipt of your communication on behalf of a 

national committee of Zionists, urging me •to accept the leader

ship of the Zionist movement in ~merica.• 

I have never sought any office in the gift of the 

Zionist movement, nor do I seek any no•• But I have never re

fused to serve the movement in any appropriate capacity, nor 

would I withhold such service at a time like this. (it will 

be for the Zionists of Amerio, actin through their accredited 

representatives at the forthcoming Convention, to determine how 

and in what capacity each of us may best s erve the Oause in the 

immediate future. Each of us should tand ready to respond to 

any call th t may be made upon him. 

I feel greatly honored as eLl as moved, by the numeroua 

expres ions of confidence conveyed throu h you by Zionist workers 

throu·hout the country. e should all be deeply conscious of the 

heavy responsibility hich rests upon all ef us in thee fateful 

days and of the imperative necessity of eldi1 our Zionist forces 

so that, s a united and determined body, fortified by th ju tioe 

of our cause, e shall go for ard to achieve for the J 1 h people 

the aim of Zionism - the establishment of Palestine as 

Commonwealth. 

Cordially yours, 

Abba Hillel Silver 

Je sh 
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CONVERSATION WITH PHILA ZIONISTS LEADERS INDICATES GOLDSTEIN . . . 

WtLL SECURE OVERWHELMING ENDORSEMENT OF PHILA DELEGATION . . . 

LARGEST IN AMERICA THEY FEEL YOUR CANDIDACY WILL RESULT IN . . . .. ~ 

IN BITTER INTERNAL CONTESTS GREATLY INJURIOUS TO ZIONISTS . . . 
MOVEMENT 'IN THESE CRUCIAL DAYS TRUST YOU WILL REFUSE USE OF . . ; 

YOUR NAME AS CANDIDATE= 
ROBERT M BERNSTEIN WILL B SYLK PHILADELPHIAr. 

• 

11 3P:-. 
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NL• Ni.ht Letter 
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-GREATLY DISQUITED BY PROTRACTED f EGOTIATIONS WHICH PLACE YOU 

ON RECEIVING END STOP BELIEVE THIS CONSTITUTES DELAYING 
., 

STRATEGY TO ti.AOBILIZE OUR FORCES STOP 01 CONSIDERED OPINION 

THAf YOUR CANDIDACY #ILL SWEEP COUNTRY AND ENABLE YOU 
. 

REORGANIZE ENTIRE MACHI lERY STOP WISE OTHER LEADERS FACTORS 

ONLY IN NEGOTIATIONS BUT BEGLIGIBLE IN CAMPAIGN FOR 

PRESIDENCY STOP URGE YOU CONSIDER ADVISABILITY OF ISSUING 
. ' 

IMMEDIATE STATEAENT OF ACCETANCE OTHER,ISE FEARFUL WHOLE 

. VEME T MUST COLLAPSE SUGc I R V I NG M I LL E ,. &B'. 7 O 6 P imcm . 
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DR AH SILVER= 
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:BALD MOUNTAIN CAMP HAJNES LANDING .AE= 
UPON FURTHER REFLECTION CONSULTATION AILLER MONTOR OTHERS . . ~ STRONGLY URGE REPLY ROSEMBLOOM BE ISSUED IAMEDIATELY . . 

IRRESPECTIVE WHETHER FURTHER CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE ANY OTHER . . . 

COURSE CREATING RESENTMENT APPEARANCE LET DOWN SUPPORTERS. 
PUBLICATION NEED NOT PRECLUDE FURTHER DISCUSSION OPPONENTS 
WILL YIELD ONLY TO STRENGTH UNLESS YOU COUNTER 111AND INTEND 
IN BEST INTEREST YOURSELF AND CAUSE AUTHORIZE PUBLICATION . , . 
SECOND VER S I ON 1

/ I TH SL I G HT I J MATE I ~ L RE V I S I O TO 110 RR O / 
FORENOON IN TIAE MAKE · THIS 1EEK 1S ANGLO JE/ISH PRESS= 

• 1004A AUG 3, .MONTOR. 

Telepbone No. 12 ~ - ,;i_ 

Telephoned_!.::.• -..Q.:i~~_,;...t 
TlmeI>clheffll 
a, 

t6 

-- . ......,__,,_ --=-=------
Tim OOIIP~ WILL APPDCIATII 8UOOIISTIO 8 PROK ITS PATRONS CON<:mRNINO 1TB UBVJCJa 
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DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 
=BALD MT CAMP HAINESLANDING ~E: • 

:HAPPY REPORT AESSAGES OF SUPPORT CONTINUING TO COAE IN. STOPJ 
• HAVE JUST BEEN I NFORJED BY ABE GOOD~.tl AN, CHA I Ri1AM f<H FI~ ANCE 

C0.-1...tl TTEE AND LONG A .1EMBER OF SZOLD GROUP·, WHO HEADS 

FLATBUSH DISTRICT·, ONE OF LARGEST IN THE Cl TY·, THAT HE WAS 

DISAPPOINTED AT THE BEHAVIOR OF HIS GROUP AND WOULD GLADLY 
LEND HIS NAME AND INFLUENCE TO SUPPORT YOUR CANDIDACY FOR THE 
PRESIDENCY~ DOES NOT BELIEVE IN HALF MEASURES. STOP. OUR 
FRIENDS HERE CONVINCED FURTHER DELAY I N ISSUI G YOUR REPLY 

ROSENBLOOM FATAL;.- MYSELF CONVI ICED DEMOBILIZATION WILL SET 

IN TOMORROW.- OTHER FRI ENDS HAVE SUGGESTED THAT IF YOU RUN AND . 
\Al I LL BE MAST ER OF CON VE J T I O J , A :. 0 RE SAT I SF A CT ORY CO .1 PRO ~ I SE 

CAN~, 1.F POSSIBLE·, BE EFFECTED THEN·• REGARDS= 

EMANUEL NEUMANN~ 
714P 

SZOLD KHi 
I 

-·---

Tim OOIIPAMT WILL APPlmCIATII 81700■8TION8 rBOII 1TB PATIIONB CONc■aNJllfO 1TB ll■BVJCJa 
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~ 
~Y(J'l~ 

Ck1rlcs T. Dolczill, .M.l . 
0111n1,ss1on;1r 

upcri11tcndc11l 

My dear Rabbi, 

City c;}-/-01-pltaf 
:Depa'ttment of rPu.C[ia c:J/Ul.[tfz. and <we[fau 

Cu!:/ of Cle,JEland 
3395 SCRANTON RO AD :: CLEVELAND. HIO 

August 21 1943 

Joe and I worked all day on SUnday instead of going 
on a picnic to nake up an extra list of names as Rabbi Miller had 
su5 1 ested in his telegram. 

Oscar Altshuler was in town and he told me that all 
of his eleven delegates art- pled~ed to you solid. He sent a telegram 
to thi s effect to Mr. Rosenblum. 

Ther e is a combined meetin with Elyria and Lorain on 
Wednesday. Mr. Deutsch called me t o be there and assured me that 
lus or ganization is 100% tor you. I will a sk h im for s ome extra 
names to b e sent to Rabbi Miller. 

Thursday ni Jht I am ~oing to Akron to the meeting of 
the Zionist District. They have four delegate s and a r e all for you. 

FMFsra 

Hop_ing t rat ya,. and Mrs. Silver. are having a good rest, 

I am, 

Sine erely yours, 

-;v• . ~~/Cl{_, 

/L//.2 3" .Jl 710-1 I ~, 
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TEL. CAPITOL 6714 

ELIHU 0. STONE 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

44 SCHOOL STREET 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 



PHILIP RICHMAN 

JACOB 5 . RICHMAN 

LAW OFF'ICES 

RICHMAN & RICHMAN 
SUITE 200 

N. E. C0R. 19T_t! AND CHESTNUT STREETS 

(43 SOUTH 19TJ:i STREET} 

PHILADELPHIA -3 

ugust 4th, 1943. 

Rabbi bba Hillel ilver 
Ball ountain Cap 
Hain•s Lanoing, ine 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

LOCUST 0768 

RACE 7557 

I am one of the Philadelphia Committee su orting your 
candidacy for resident of the Zionist Orga ·zation of .America . 
I view of the fact that you as yet have ot expressed your de
termination to cce t the ominatio, may I join in the chorus 
of those urgi you to do so . 

I am the President o outh-Ce tral hiladelphia 
Zionist District, d I am also o ational Executive of the 
Committee for a Je1ish r y, and o the Or anizing Co ittee of 
the .Emergency Conference to ave the Jes o Europe . 2ay I ex-
lain the relationshi between my bei rr one of the leaders of the 

Committee for a Jewish y d being o e o· those who are sup-
orting your candidacy. s you are are, the CoI!linittee for a 

Jetish Army is co osed of s·ncere i dividu ls groping or force
ful leadership in Je is affairs . I joined the Co ittee because 
I ras aiare of the i eptitude d inade uacy of the Zioni t lead
ership in erica . I addition I ,as aware of the universal re
sentment a ainst t e "do-nothi "policy of its leaders . I .felt 
that the Co ·ttee for a Jewis r y could act as ad.fly or as 
a catalyst to reci i -cate action by the Zionist Or aJli.zatio by 
demonstrati to its leaders that dynamic olitical action is 
necessary to achieve its aims in these crucial days . 

I ·oined in the ove ent to su ort yo because you rep
reset to me the sta dard bearer of the revolution within the 
movement in contradistinction to the Col ttee for a Jewish my 

hich is the revolution from ·lithout . am aware of the revolu-
tionary ferment whic is brewi throughout Jewi sl lile and it is 

y fervent hope t t these forces ill be roperly directed ad 
canalized under your leadershi wit in the ionist Or anization 
rather than leadershi fro ithout the Zionist Or a ization. 

The situation among Jes tod y is alogous to that 
1hich existed in erica in 1932 . t that time the erican 
eople were confronted Tith a choice of determini a whether the 

reactionary and inert policies of the Hoover dministration 
should continue or a dynamic·lly strong ove ent should take over 
the reins of overnment . t that ti e there ·,ere also revolution ry 



-. 
LAW OFFICES 

RICHMAN & RICHMAN 

Rabbi . H. Silver 2 - u ust 4th, 1943. 

forces at wor as evidenced by the indiscri · inate destructio1 
of roperty, the ille ·al interfere ce Tit the lawful processes 
by such acts as the han in of sheriffs Tho sought to foreclose 
on properties, and other 1 wless de onstrations, id also the 
rowth of y organizations cateri to the eeds oft e day 

and led by bo bastic dema6 ogues intent upon capitalizi upon 
the existi revolutionary forces. If Hoover had been success
ful in his ca idacy for re-electio it is uy feelin that the 
revolutio ry forces 1ould h ve found fertile soil upon hich 
to ct. I ~ive credit to resident Roosevelt t t e sup lied 
stre th 1d force ~ithin the de ocra~ic fr ework of our gover 
ent ~hereb directing these forces demancli ch e into the 

pro er governmental channels. To e it ·sac oice betiee a 
ooseveltian Silver ..d a Hooveri n Goldstei. • e Zio sts st 
· e our choice, d you as a dy~~c e so · lity and a true 

Zionist must take u t e standard ct led us to the eventua 
ac • • eve e t of t e true z • oni st 

ay I ai ur e u o you t 
feel tat thi crisis must be resolve 
forceful outlook 1d tat you, a soo 
to us our i ~entio to ccept the o 
the Zio ·st Or anizatio of e ica . 

JSR/ 

ee of ll ho 
f vor o e ad 

'S oss·ble, ke ~ own 
tio for resi ent of 
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0

.--~NT~-Ownllpr~~T ....... ~ 
11. ■. WHITE NEWCOM■ CARLTON J :J~'TO 
"""IE■IDIENT CHAl,.MAN 0~ TH IE • oA"D 1d-fr~,.'111Wi!IEN'r 

The tlllq time shown in the date line on telecrama and day letters la STANDARD TIME at Point of orichL, 

PD8 143 r!L= NEHYORK t!Y AUG 5 

DR ABBA HI LLEL SI LVER = l Att , I to -------a 

BALD !V. 0 U NT A I M CA :1 P H A I r ! E S 

! By ' I 
L A N D I f ! G J u. = DeH ~ 

_______ , 

: L _ ET I MG R E PR ES E ! T AT I V E S r! E '.'/YORK D I ST R I CT S T O IJ A Y • ~JO n O VE R 

TO CO.!Tl.!U I NG EFFORTS . _Rl.!u D-LEGATES TO COfJVEt!T I O.! TO 

E f ! S U R E FU LL I r.~ PL E rv1 E f! T AT I O : ! AG R E E :..1 E tl T • .9 E CA U S E \'/ I T HO UT ST RO l G 

DE L EGAT I ON YOUR SUPPORTERS SITUATIO. JOULD ST I LL BE 

DA l GE RO U S • JU ST R E CE I V ED :J I RE F v ~- . SCH . ' E F EL , CL E V EL A ! D , 

SAY I NG : "S I LBER T CLAI JS CAf!,.OT 8ELf Oi! HALF SUB .. I TTED 

ALTE .!ATES . TTE !lD U.!LESS CO !TEST C .. !.!OT ADD r!A.1.~ES FRO".i 

CLEVELAr!D URGES TRY TOLEDO Cl r! CI ·!. I , TI Al-<RO.l CAI TOiJ DAYTO!l 

YOUNGSTO\//f! I ~ TEREST I !IG THAT E I GHT OF TE .! CLEVELAf·lD DI STR I CT 

DELEGATE FOR SILVER IF COtJTEST ARi'fl.A D COHE t. LUKEN . • 

REFUSES ASK ALTER !ATES U~!DER Cl RCU .1STAMCES LEAV I lG FOR 

TOLEDO C0 ~:1.111 PERRY HOTEL . 11 URGE YOU \·JR I TE OR \/IR: JUDGE 

SI L ERT APPRECI.L\TI.IG 'IS EFFORTS TO DATE A.1D URGl .!G 

I .. IP OR T A t ! C ~ T O GET AD D I T I O . ! AL AL T E R f ! AT E S ALL OF .41 HO r Jl l 

B _ L I E VE '!! I LL E VE ~1 T UAL L Y :..., E I . ! D UC E D T O AT T E 1 D CO 1 VE l T I O 

. I H E . ! YOU A R E B AC!-< I . . CL E VE L /\ ~J D A 1 D E )' P L A I l I .!l PO R T A r- CE _ 

PERSO.JALL Y • . !O\~J \JORK I MG O ~ REV I S I Ot! A.! t!O UHCE fi EtlT \'JH I CH 

PERHAPS WI LL BE RELEASED T0:110RROJ . HAVE YOU ./R I TTE, J I SE ?= 

. SILBERT . 

E M A M U E L M E U . ~,J A f1 J • 

8 19 A • 

TD OOIIPAKY WILL .A.PP&IICUTII 81100UTION8 nlOII IT8 P.A.TBON8 CONca~ IT8 aaVJCm 
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TELEGRAM LITTER 

SPECIAL ShlP 
S[R\'CE PA0IOCRAM 

TIME FILED Patron, ahou1d thttk claa1 of lff'V1Ce 

F d ... ml. 0th_, .. t he m- 1• WIii be 
tran1m1t1fd .u a tel.,,..m or R . B . WHITE NEWCOMB CARL TON J. C . WtLLEVER onhnary cabl...-m PRESIDENT C HAIRMAN O F T H E BOARD P" IR S T VIC E•PRE S ID E NT 

' Send the following telegram, mbjecl to the term, on baclc hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

To _______________________ _ __________ /9 __ 

Care of or Apt. No. ________________________________ _ 

Street and No. ___________________________________ _ 

Sender', addra, 
for reference 

Sender', tJephone 
number 
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To __ ....=,1-:._:_ __ G=--•---~'--~--------

RN 1207- B CHECK 

$ 

ACCOU NTING I NFORM ATION 

N s 

TIME FILED 
F 

J . C . WILLEVER 
p<IR S T VIC E -PRES IDE N T 

Care of or Apt. No·---------------------------;:~-----

Street and No.-------------- -------- - - ------------



BALD MOUNTAIN CAMPS 
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RANGELEY LAKES 
Tit Pl•yground ol ti, N•tion 

J 

I 



SELl6 
111,11 MPANY, I NC. 

L Ml STER. M~SS. 

August 5, 1943 

Dr. bba Hillel ilver 
Cleveland 
Ohio 

Dear Rabbi: 

It is ·th sinoere pleasure that I 
learn of your deo·sion to stand for 
presidenoy of the z.o .. 
I know of no other m i this country 
whose qualifioations b fit hi 1 tor 
the type leadership which e o badly 
need today as your esteemed self. 

It is now my inoere pleasure to endorse 
and to advocate your oandidacy and I 
have no doubt that the forthcoming con
vention will confirm the expressions of 
the majority of thinking Zionists ho 
I am sure believe as I do in this matter. 

:reo 

Sinoerely yours, 

~II() 
~.,..,ELL • SELIG 
Vice-Pres. ew 

Counoil 
gland 



BALD MOUNTAIN CAMPS 
A. Tu E 1, . J, COL , PROPS 
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RANGELEY LAKES 
Tit Pl•yground of th~ N•tion 



Emanuel e an 

52I Fifth Ave . 

Nev York City 

I view of telegram sent b- ~zold Frisch to districts 
,. 

suggest that osenbloom send message to districts. 
In the name of our committee ,:-
Thanking them for rem rkPble response to draft move -

ment and statin that Silver 's leadership in and in

pegration of 0olitical ork of ~ovement noi assured 

by agreement to invite him to beco.~ co-chi~ n with 

Dr. rvise of •mergen~y Committee, ch irman of executive 

cormnittee, &swell as of the politic.l co, ittee.oEe~he 

z.o.A. Fieve. ent t he r orce!ul le der-

ship 1 

t9- eee then ~e lrunched the ilver movement . 

Having se cured this e re withdr w·n Dr Silver's candidacy 
) 

of the z.o.A. for the residency nd endorse t _e dandidacy of 

Dr IsrFel Goldstein. le remain on the alert to insure 

implementation 8f thi • ·reeement, nd will en er 11 sup

port to Dr Silver f;d new administration. 

Regirds 

Silver 
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JOSEPH H. SILBERT, ASSOCIATE JUDGE 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Bald Y-0un tain Camp 
Bald Mountain, Me.ine 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

August 6, 1943 

Just received your wire. Congratulations on your ~plendid 
victory. 

I have talked to Emanuel Neuman by telephone and also had 
a visit from one of hie aasociat s rel tive to the question of 
securing a large attendance of delegates ple~ed to our program 
at thia forthcomin~ convention. We ha a of this dat forwarded 
to ew York approximately 90 some odd am a~ that 1 in addition 
too r own 14 delega ea, and we are hop f 1 that notwiths anding 
the agreement, we will probably have imu.m of 50 or 60 dele-
gate of this number who will attend onvention. I hav 
r iv d an k ·l~ 0 ment from Mr. man for th 500 check 
which I aent him. 

I hav talked to Rabbi Armond Cohn a couple of times, and 
I am frank enou~ to a y he give m th impre11ion that he· 
afrai to tak a 1tand and rather enjoy aitting on the f nee. 
I we told by Suggs Garber the president of the district, who by 
the way has been very grand in cooperating with me and alao fur
ni hed m with about a half do,en names of p ople who b long to 
the di ri t, and whom he per onall cont ct d, and they all agr ed 
to act as alternates and cat their voe with us. He inform• me 
that rmond Cohen refused to submit hi name ae a delegate of the 
di trict, although he ha• on previous year b en one. Garb r asked 
me what I made of it in view of my atatement to him that Armond 
Cohn wa auppoe d to be favorabl to ua. 

I won't bore you any further with busine11, 10 do have a 
swell tim and say hello to Mra. Silver and the boys for me. With 
kind personal affection, I am 

JS:JR Silb rt 



ZIONIST COMMITTEE FOR DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

Charles J. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh 
ChtliNn4n 

Joel Gross, Newark 
Vice-Chairm4n 

BILTMORE HOTEL 
Madison and Vanderbilt A venues 

~ 43rd and 44th Streets / 
~ - ( ~ lf'~:J NewYor~17,N.Y. 
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Q. 2.lI 

lil:al.l)Nf BOfiL 

San Jranciaco, Calif. 

AllgU.St 9, 1943 

Dear Mr. Caplan, 

I am enclosing two telegraua which I received the other da.7, the one 
from Jacob Rich I do not understand. 

I am terribly diaappointed at what ha.11 taken place. I assure you. I 
would have bad no part t:4 thie whole thing if I felt that the outcome 
was to have been capit'Ulation. J'urthermre, as Chairuan I think I was 
dealt with quite cavalierly. 

fo !DJ" mind it ia quite useless and a needle•• extraTagaDC~ to contime 
the Commlttee. It will result only in a turther waate of time, ••ra 
a.nd DJ>ne7. there 1• nothing tor us to do - tallc ot in:plementation ot 
the accord 1• Ju• t that - talk. Yeti ce.n have all the high aounding 
motiona and reaolutiona 70u want .at the Convention and the7 will all be 
paased but I aasure ,ou nothing will be done atter"IIUU. SilTer 1• not 
wanted b7 the Organisation and now being ina.d• Oo-Cbairma.n of the ~ 
gency CoDllll ttee ne17th1ng will be done to make 11:te more ml.serable for 
him. .And. what, b7 the ~. doea Co-Chairaan mean? 

I am not interested in &II¥ longer contimu.ng a• ChairQUi of the Comml ttee 
or being on the Committee. Ja a matter of fact I firml.J' beline the 
whole thi~ should be dissolved and forgotten about. le tell into a 
beautitul trap and what'• the use ot naintaini:ng the fiction that there 
1• still aonething for us to do. I •m sure Ssold, J'riach, etc.• are having 
a lot of laugha at our exprenae - and I tor one don't want to cive them 
&JJ¥ more reaaon for anusement. 

u 7ou realise this is not wr1 tten in arq &ngr7 or resentful mood. I 
waited purpoael7 for several d&.79 after receiving 70ur wire telling or 
the cbar>&9. I aiq,17 cli•acree w1 th the course that has been talmn and 
beline 1 t at th1• time to be appeasement, oompromiae, and expedient 
none ot which augurs well tor the auccess of the new agreement. 

Beat regard.a. 

Sincerely, 

Charle• J. Boaenbloom 

• 
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.JOSEPH H. SILBERT, ASSOCIATE JUDGE 

. abbi atbba Hillel Sil ' 'er 
Bald . unt ·• • r Car:ip 
Bnlrl : untain, aine 

T • t ...... ave J us 
l"".ent • oned • n mY 1 s 

U, S, 9, 194J 

o H bb.:. 3chwaefJ.e 
er ac, bP.in; sen t o rr 

o is the gentleman 
b'"r S.".1P nuel Keuman. • 

it the tine Rabbi Schwaefle vas here, he --iske that i e hirn 
the names of ctiv "'ionists ha he cou d contact in the various c·tif3s 
• n Oh· o, an I • .ne iatel conta tee , rber c.n nks o s elp 
l w C, able to efer hi to eople • C bus, Can on , Da on, 
Cir cinnati, oledo, ou .gsto in, etc. i c nforr- s me tha he 
has ade all those sto an has had a ve ,. essf tri . } e ha 
secure about 50 alter -tes it Canton, ?.5 n S ringfie:. i, pprox-
J':1: tely 50 in Dayton, an n Toledo , Rab i e r h d just retu ned fran 
h.:.s vacation an<l as abl o be i th him, rl the. have secured minimwn 
of 100 alt rna es. 

Rabbi Fe er ex. res ed he regre tha an agreeP1ent a been reach d 
:lnd tl at you we e not a caG idate for the presidenc . e fur ,h r c,ai d V ·1at 
if it becar,1e necessary, he I rul ack the 1 ern te ir. automobi es and 
drive them to Col· bus so they would be here o vot . 

o , fro 
. frank enou 

as I believe 

the report. of bbi Schwaefle an our ~n lr he e, I 
o sa~ tha I sort of re ,ret t at y u ar not a cand • dat 
a ministration is long ctue for a s l d lickin • 

o ever, I am 
am I am .rr:ore 

• li g to roly on yo r good jud .et as to what· st 
th h ppy to o along . 

Cordially you , 

Jo ph 11 • ..:>ilbert 

Jl : G 
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ZIONIST COMMITTEE FOR DR. ABBA HILLEL SIL VER 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

Charles J. Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh 
Chtlirman 

Joel Gross, Newark 
Vice-Chairman 

BILTMORE HOTEL 
Madison and Vanderbilt A venues 

43rd and 44th Streets 
New York 17,N. Y . 

• 
August 13, 194-3 MUrray Hill 9-7920 

Suite 1441 

Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver 
lhld ountain Camp 
Haines Landing. "11.ne 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I send you herewith a copy of a letter just received from 
Mr. Bosenbloom. JJ& you see, Mr. Bosenbloom' s reactions were 
similar to that of roost of our group who experienced a consid
erable let-down by the culmination of the agreement. I i edi
ately called • Bosenbloom on the telephone and explained to 
him our line of action intended to achieve the full implementa
tion of the accord, and particularly that part of it pertaining 
to a satisfactory reorganization of the z. O. A. hecutive. By 
this time he has probably also received the II8.terial I had sent 
him by ll8il to explain our activities. I do not know whether I 
convinced him but at ~ rate he was williD& to go a.l Dg. 

It will be very helpful if you would telegraph to him a 
message of appreciation and urge his continued cooperation. His 
present address is: Knickerbocker Hotel, Hollywood, California. 

I also mentioned to Mr. Bosenbloom the suggestion which 
Mr. Ne~n told me he had discussed with you about putting fox
ward Mr. Bosenbloom as Treasurer of the z. O. A. He told me he 
would not like to be considered for the office; first, because 
1 t would seem that as the Chairman of the Silver ColIIIli ttee, he 
was given a reward; and second, because he thought that the 
Treasurer should be someone in New York. I told him to hold 
his decision in abeyance until you had a chance to speak to him 
about the lllltter. 

lil~nn relayed to us the inforOlltion that you had a satis
factory talk with Dr. Goldstein, and agreed that some of us should 
meet for discussion of the personnel for the z. O. A. Executive. 
You ought to know, however, that last night the Szold cli~d a 
meeting on this very matter, and accordi11g to our information, they 
are determined to resist to the limit any atteapt to implement the 
third part of the agreement. Of course, the test will come when 
Dr. Goldstein will be confronted by the alternative of sticking 
to the agreement or breaking with the group which originally spon
sored him. It is likely that Goldstein will see the wisdom, in 
his own interest, of insisting that the agreement be executed in 
letter and spirit, even at the riak of antagonizing the few irre-



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver August 13, 1943 

concilables1who should be isolate:l in aey event. At any rate we 
shall not engage in discussion with the Goldstein group until 
Neummn returns from his brief vacation. 

SC:C 
Enc. 

1th kind regards. 

Cordially yours, 
0 c:;__ 
~ -- r 

/ S :U~ C.aPLAli 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
c/o The Temple, 
East 105th Street, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

August 20, 1943. 

From reports gleaned in the An lo-Jewish 
Press, I am happy to learn that you are likely 
to become the head of the Zionist Organization 
of America, or its political head. 

In the last few years, I have watched ith 
a great deal of interest the developments in 
Zionism and naturally I am disappointed with the 
meagerness of the results to date. I sincerely 
believe that you ill do a whole lot for the 
mo ement and add strength to it. ay God ive 
you strength. 

To introduce myself to you without being 
egotistical, I can do so best by telling you of 
my recent relationship with Zionism. I headed the 
u. P.A. campaign in our city last spring, her 
there was raised over 150,000.00. In addition, 
we raised here some 60,000.00 for other Zionist 
causes this last year. Following our lead, we got 
ontreal to place Zionism on a higher pedestal, and 

they increased their collection from 80,000.00 to 
200,000.00. I mention this to indicate the revival 

that has taken place in this country and I attach 
a great deal of significance to any change in leader
ship. I reel it must come, and I hope that you will 
be the choice in the coming convention. My own 
renewed interest stems from that inspiration I 
received at Cleveland after listening to you at the 
eltare Fund Convention. 

In our country, the lack of education, the lack 
of news and information and political action has 
been pathetic. Jews and non-Je s are unaware of the 
tru state ot affairs. Lately we have been attempt
ing to remedy this condition, but most or our etforts 
are scattered and trivial. Our youth has beenneglected. 
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Potential Gentile friends have been left alone. 

We need strong vital leaderehip. our own Can-

adian national executive has been an "America 

Jewish Committee" and has not been a ake to its 

responsibilities. I feel our hole orld movement 

needs a thorough shaking and revitalization. Newer, 

younger and bolder people must be brou ht in. 

At this moment, it seems to me that something 

could be done through r. Kin, our Prime inister. 

our government mi ht be induced to ask r. Church-

ill to remove the" hite paper" and to give the 

Jes a better break in the orld to come. I do 

not know what the merican Emergency Committee or 

the ·orld Zionist Organization is doing. I feel 

that Canada can be very helpful at any peace con

ference, or war conference, as Canada is so friendly 

witb the United States, and is an important member 

of the British Commonwealth or ations. I firmly 

believe that the Canadian government could be induced 

to intercede on the behalf of he Je ish people to 

help reshape the orld tor the J ws. At this dark 

moment, our leaders in Canada are apathetic and 

afraid to speak or to move. I do not know if there 

is any promptin or cooperation from above. I 

think th9re should have been. 

I rite to you tor three reasons: 

1• The President of our National Organization is 

not accessible, and is a sick man. He has not 

been any great believer in taking a firm stand 

politically. 

~. I reel you should know that there is a group 

in Canada w ich wants to ork throu h the Zionist 

Organization, and which can be helpful politically. 

We are ready to go forward 1th a live world 

Zionist movement, raising funds, mobilizing public 

opinion, stirring up our on youth, and enlisting 

non-Jewish support. 

~• I would also like to extend to you an invitation 

to visit our city and be our uest at o ur next 

u. p. A. campaign in the sprin. e uld be greatly 

honoured to hav e you, and ould set the dates to 



meet your convenienc. 

I intend to be at the Assembly on the 2th 
of August in Ne York, and ould like to have 
the opportunity of discussing these matters 
with you. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Z/R S.J. Zacks 



WA.LDOBF ASTORIA HOT EL 

50th Street & Park 

Ne York City 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
Hotel ialdorf Astoria 
New Yorz:, N .Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver, 

u.eust 27, 191~3 

Please accept my most sincere and 

heartiest congratulations upon your assu.m~tion of hi~ 

office in the leadership of the mero-ency Committee. 

You may count upon my genuine support. 

Cordially your.a. 

~~:r~ < 
DF:tf 



HOTEL BILTMORE 

New York, N. Y. 

August 27, 1943 

On the oco sion of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's 

elevation to po itic~ l leadership by his election , s 

co-Ch(. ir _L n of the Zionist Erner ency Committee c.nd 

Cha irm n of its Executive, n number of his friends will 

meet him ~t br Lkf st on nond y, Au u t 30, 1943 Lt 

8:30 A.M. in the Palm Room of the Waldorf-AstoriL . 

You o.re cordi lly invited. Pl ase advise me by 

telegram whether we rnuy ex~ect you. 

~incercly yours, 

-Cl Tl 
c;:,\. '-- G... I. . L L.L L 1-Q..,l{M.t. lLu--L.c___ 

Emo.nucl eumann 
Hotel Biltmore 
Room 1441 

' I 

J 





s E.Af s 

'\...1 

Rabbi reehoff 

.. :rs. lsrael Gol stein 

Rabbi erlm n 

Ezra Sh pt·o 

Herman Shulman 

Rabbi Dr :id S piro 

5:70 Session 
Au ust 31, 1~ 
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The Z.O.A. The Z.O.A. convention is 

Discove rs Columbus to be held in Columbus, 

in 1943 Ohio. The question of 
the place of the conven

tion was neatly disposed of by a handful of mem

bers of the Executive Committee at the tail-end 

of a meeting. Although the Administrative Coun

cil later recommended a change of place it pref

erence in the matter was ignored. Of course, we 

have nothing against Columbus anymore than we 

have against Hoboken, or Indianapolis, or Kala

mazoo. But the question is pertinent, why Colum

bus? Why was this small middle western town 

chosen for the convention in the war year of 

1943? With travel conditions as they are and 

every national organization holding its convention 

at or near the large centers of population, what 

was the compelling reason for dragging the con

vention to an out of the way place in face of the 

certain knowledge that the bulk of the delegates 

from the East will be unable to attend? 

We haven't been enlightened as to the reason 

nor do we presume co conjecture. We shall give 

che leaders of the Adminiscracion che benefit of che 

doubt and take it for granted chat their decision 

i motivated by the purest Zionist considerations. 

The point e wane to make, however, is that even 

in Columbus it might be possible to restore the 

convention to its former significance as the annual 

parliamentary session of the 2.0.A. In the last few 

years conventions have been largely mass meetings, 

oratorical contests, symposiums, - in fact, every-

thing except the deliberative assemblies they should 

be. Is it not time that Zionists insist that conven

tions shall cease to be what they have been and 

become what they should be? 

• • • 
A Strange In the recent elections to 

Case of Omission the American Jewish Con-
ference the Z.O.A. quite 

roperly endeavored co elect as many Zionists as 

o sible. \Xlhile it is estimated that the over

whelm in majority of delegates are Zionists or 

pro-Zioni ts, their election, however, was not due 

altogether to the official efforts of the Z.O.A. In 

fact, quite a number of Zionists elected were not 

on the Z.O.A. slate at all and they will owe no 

bligations to the Z.O.A. at the Conference. 

In Manhattan, for instance, there wa an official 

Z.O.A. slate. There was a list of seven names of 

greater or les er eminence. But the two best known 

leaders of the Zionist movement were not in

cluded. Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Mr. Louis Lipsky 

were nor given the official Zionist endorsement. 

Their names appeared on the list of the American 

Jewish Congres and, of course, Zionist electors 

voted for them in large numbers de pite their ex-
lusion from the 2 .O.A. ticket. 

There wa a great fuss at the last meeting of 

the Z.O.A. Executive about this matter. The 

~ricicism, however, was directed not at the "board 

of strategy" for its astonishing omission, but curi

ou ly enough, at Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky for 

leaving the Zionist reservation. That was adding 
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insult co injury. There was nothing in the election 
rules which prevented the Z.O.A. from nominating 
Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky on the Zionist ticket even 
if as officers of the American Jewish Congress they 
appeared on its slate as well. The fact that this 
was not done can be interpreted in no other way 
than as a deliberate effort by the controlling powers 
in the Z.O.A. to undermine the Zionist influence 
of Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky. Fortunately, the effort 
has failed. 

from Embassy 
to Washington 
Bureau 

• 
A Zionist Bureau was recently 
opened in Washington and 
the announcement was made 
with considerable fanfare and 

flourish. Remembering that some four years ago 
we set up an establishment at the nation's Capital, 
which was described as the Zionist Embassy, many 
Zionists throughout the country, on reading this 
news, undoubtedly rubbed their eyes and won
dered. What has become of all the claims and 
assertions that were made in behalf of moving 
the Zionist headquarters to Washington and what 
of the big idea of an Embassy? Has it dwindled 
down co a little office? In the notice given of 
auspices and arrangements the Z.O.A. itself has 
faded out of the picture. 

With the feeling of surprise that these circum
stances will cause, will also come a sense of im
patience and disappointment with the false and 
artificial emphasis which has for several years been 
placed on the physical arrangements for office loca
tion and the purely technical side of office man
agement. 

Zionists whose political education is up to the 
required standard have not been slow in realizing 
that the Washington Bureau idea, so often publi
cised, has no more merit than any one of the other 
extraneous proposals or devices that are put for
ward from rime co time with perhaps the well
meant object of keeping alive the int rest and 
sustaining the hope of the people, but with the 

effect of mixing the incidental with the essential 
and thus causing confusion. 

Washington is not at the other end of the world. 
Trains and airplanes carry one there in a few short 
hours and it is not the distance between New 
Y ork--or any other city-and Washington that 
constitutes our tremendous obstacle and creates 
our present crisis. The crisis calls for bold and 
far-sighted measures and does not permit any 
trifling with false panaceas. For it will readily be 
understood that in Washington, personalities and 
circumstances favoring, much may be accomplished 
without having any Bureau or even a fictitious 
Embassy. On the other hand, you may have ten 
offices there without accomplishing anything. Ed
ucational work can be carried on from any central 
headquarters. 

During the past winter a number of significant 
representations in behalf of Palestine and the Jew
ish cause were made in Washington; there were 
conversations with important officials, conferences, 
pro-Palestine dinners, statements issued in behalf 
of groups of Senators and Congressmen. 

If at the close of these diplomatic endeavors 
there was to our sorrow no comforting statement 
to be made to the Jews of America, our leaders 
should have bided their time until the tide of more 
favorable events would have brought some cheer
ing news for our people. To have followed all 
these political activities-carried on just as well 
without a Bureau-with the announcement that 
a Zionist Bureau was opened in Washington is in 
the nature of an anti-climax. This is not calculated 
to raise either the confidence or morale of the 
Zionist movement in America. 

Self-laudarion, the bluster and blowing of horns, 
the boosts of "inspired" columnists, who do not 
even own their own names, will not invest an 
amateurish undertaking with any importance or 
dignity. least of all will people be impressed by 
arrangements for an office which suggests re
course to a naturalization bureau. 



Exit . . . The Committee for a Jew
Committee for . . . Army is currently promot-

ing an "Emergency con
ference to save the Jews of Europe." What this 
project has to do with the original purpose for 
which the Committee was formed only the clever 
prescidigicators in charge can say. le is clear, how
ever, chat this and similar schemes are designed to 
salvage the remaining particles of the crumbling 
Committee. While it has as yet inserted no scream
ing advertisements co appeal for funeral expenses 
we may expect that the word "finish" will soon be 
written over the tempestuous, checkered and check
seeking career of this storm-petrel among tempor
ary and turbulent organizations. 

The approaching dissolution of this body fur
nishes an occasion for certain observations on irs 
origin and activities. 

Extremes are produced by the contrast of atti
tudes, and the advent of the Committee for a 
Jewish Army with its bold and aggressive pro
gram was due to the long hesitation and timidity 
of the Zionist Organization of America after the 
outbreak of the war and when the position of 
Palestine was placed in dire jeopardy. 

The healthy instincts of the Zionist rank and 
file and the Jewish masses responded at once to a 
desire,-voiced at once by the World Organiza
tion and the Jewish Agency-for the formation 
of a military unit of Palestinian Jews to fight with 
the British forces against the world's worst enemy, 
but the Z.O.A. was not stirred by the spread of 
this wholesome and spontaneous emotion and it 
continued to sit on the fence around the pust e 
kretchma in W ashingcon. 

Henpecked, hamstrung and torn between the 
conflicting interests of the different parties, the 
American Emergency Committee for Zionist Af
fairs debated and argued for many months and 
ruled on several hundred points of order without 
reaching any decision, the orchestral hemming and 
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hawing making a most disagreeable impression 
upon the Zionist public. 

While precious time was thus lost and much 
impatience, doubt, and irritation created, where 
clear guidance should have been offered, the free
lance elements, without the weight of excessive 
responsibility and ponderous cogitation, entered 
the field and started the vigorous if vehement agi
tation for the Jewish Army, lacer inaugurating the 
picaresque parade of pay-for-the-advertising-as
you-go which attracted wide attention and ulti
mately detracted from the respect and admiration 
for the movement. 

When the interest of the masses of Zionists 
and Jews in general became more intense and 
vocal and the Z.O.A. and Emergency Committee 
could no longer resist the pressure of public opin
ion, both of these bodies belatedly voted in favor 
of rhe Army idea, but by that time the situation 
was pretty well bedevilled and it was hard to clear 
the path of obstruction. Negotiations between the 
regular Zionists and the Revisionist-controlled 
Committee dragged along for a few more months 
and collapsed. The Emergency Committee then 
,endeavored to help the movement with blessings 
and good wishes but its back had been broken by 
indecision, lady-like appeasement and blundering. 

The moral? Consult your Zionist conscience 
first and, when the opportunity arises, ace quickly 
regardless of organizational entanglements. 

The league 
Goes forward 

The Zionist League enters up
on its second year of activity. 
Its record of achievement dur

ing the first year makes an excellent demonstration 
of the usefulness tO the movement of a forum for 
the free and frank discussion of Zionist problems 
and an informal and hospitable gathering place of 
Zionists from New York and elsewhere. 

Our discussions, debates and lectures and our 
little outspoken newspaper which was read with 
such incense interest have done much not only to 



4 

clarify Zionist issues but co vindicate the essen

tial democratic character of our movement. 

At the annual meeting held on June 15, 194.,, 

L o Wolfson, well known co Zionists throughout 

the country, was elected president of the league. 

Morris Margulies and Sigmund Thau will serve as 

Vice-Presidents with George I. Fox a treasurer 

and Marcus Abramson as secretary. The Exccuti e 

Committee includes men who have been long and 

prominently identified with the movement. 

Under ]..fr. Wolf on's leader hip the L ... a 1ue will 

resume publication of the 210 I T REVIEW as a 

monthly journal of opinion and comment. Later 

in the year there will be held a serie of Zionist 

Forums for the discussion of curr nt pro bl ms and 

i,oli ·i . 

Th League believes that rhere is n d for a 

ro itive militant group of Zioni t , hich prom

i. cs to bc.come a force for a creati ·e Zioni m. In 

thi work the League asks the supp rt and co

op ration of all alert and chinking Zioni rs. 

ABOUT ARAB PROPAGANDA 

The intensive Arab propaganda hich is now 

b ing carried on in the United rates and amongst 

high government official , according to Frederick 

Kuh, London correspond nt of the hicago Tri

brmc, i due to the advice iven ro Arab leader 

by F. H. W. Stonehe er-Bird, Briti h Mini ter to 

audi-Arabia and other Briti h official in the ar 

East. An avalanche of statement , article , pro

test and new items about a Pan-Arab Federation 

all of them of a violent anti-Zioni t character, have 

appeared in our magazines and daily pre s. lbn 

aud of audi-Arabia had his say in a lavish article 

in Life. Emir Abdullah of Trans-Jordania i ready 

co head che Pan-Arab Federation hich is to in

clude Pale tine. uri Pasha the premier of Iraq 

i fulminating m press catemenr about th Arab 

case and the United arions. Ani-Jinnah of the 

Tndian foslem Committee published re olution 

again ta Jewish Pale tine. The Egyptian Pr mier is 

also much concerned about rhe Arab situation and 

clamors fo r attention. T he Egyptian Minister to 

Washington went even so far as to fi le a protest 

"'ith our State Department against Z ionist claims 

and activities. The Arab propaganda material is 

a per ersion of known historical facts, contains 

fal e and icious tatements about Zionist aims 

and activities and is always threatening dire re

sults if the Zioni t should succeed in their efforts. 

Arab propaganda must be met with a vigorous 

r-ampaign of enli htenment. A beginning has 

already bren made in the admirable reply to Ibn 

aud made by Dr. Wi e in an article published in 

Li/ e. The publication of Emir Faisal's agreement 

with Dr. eizmann is the be t an wer to Ibn 

aud's complete brushing aside of Jewish claims 

co Palestine. Other and similar articles should be 

prepared hich will give to the Am rican people 

an accurate picture of our position vis-a-vis the 

Arab orld. Zionists ill expect co be guided by 

official action n the part of our leader hip and 

its directiv . In keeping with such instructions 

our memb r hip h uld be alert and react to every

thing that affects Zionism. Every time a Zionist 

encounters an item of Arab propaganda in a paper 

or magazine hich he reads, he should do some

thing about it. He can write a letter to the editor 

of the publi arion pointing our the fal e claims 

and allegati ns of the item in question, setting" 

forth at the . me time our own position. 

It is pertin nc t0 add that it is not a secret that 

ome British official are anti-Zioni t and that they 

have aided th Arabs a ain t the Jews. There mu t 

be a limit ho e er to the e indecent intrigue . 

Th Briti h go ernmenc hich has definite official 

bligations to ards the Je s and a J wi h Pale -

tine can nor and will not in a time like thi remain 

indifferent to the duti in ol d in th Balfour 

Declaration and the Mandate ranted her and 

ratified by 51 nation , in luding the United Stat 

L. W. 



American Zionism and 
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Jewish Leadership 
The primary purpose of Zionism is of course 

the advancement of the striving for Jewish na
tional restoration on our own land, but Zionists 
as full-fledged Jews, being animated by this ideal, 
have always sought to exert a certain influence 
upon rhe Jewish communities boch for their own 
wholesome development and the appointed part 
they are to play in the fulfillment of our destiny. 

The advancement of the community has at all 
times depended upon informed, wise and capable 
leadership, and with the intellectual and spiritual 
revival which Zionism has brought into being and 
the new forces it has drawn into action our or
ganizations were able to share co a large measure 
in the leadership of the communities. 

Dr. Herzl's injunction to win the communities 
for the Cause was only partly realized before many 
of these amalgamations of our people were cruelly 
conquered and destroyed by the common enemy. 
The changes which these tragic events have 
wrought, while modifying some of our concep
tions of Galuth and Gett/ah, have also hifted the 
centers of activity to other parts of the world, but 
our relations to the communities have remained 
the same and become more ~inding and signifi
cant. Upon the remaining free and prosperous 
Jewish settlements hisrory has imposed new duties 
and tasks of great magnitude and the role which 
the march of fateful events has assigned to Amer
ican Zionists involves far-sighted and bold leader• 

ship both in Zionism and in Jewry generally. 
A Zionist leadership that is uncertain of itself, 

that discards tradition and the upholders of cher
ished traditions, chat is groping for a new inter
pretation of its own ideolohry, that lacks boldnec:s 

ro strike out for action in a time of crisjs-such a 

leadership is not calculated to exert a strong influ

ence on the community. 
Concrast the role of the Zionist movement in 

the nited States in 1914-1918 with the part we 

play in 1943 and you will realize how little we 
have advanced in a quarter of a century in our 
relations co American Jewry and its problems of 
organization and leadership. Some may sigh and 
say "there were giants in chose days." True. But 
it was our organization that enlisted the giants and 
brought chem into our movement and it was our 
organization that wi lded a tremendous influence 
upon the great personalities outside of our move
ment. 

Again compare our own community with chat 
of the ectlemenc that is closest ro our own, nor 
in size but in importance and prestige. While the 

British Board of Jewish Deputie , of ari cocracic 

and conde cending lineage, has gradually come 

doser t0 the ma se of our people in England and 

has finally come under Zionist control, the corre

sponding organization in the niced Scares, which 

after ~u is also amenable to public opinion, has 

in the last fell years yielded to the domination of 

assimiL'ttionists and r actionaries. At the same 

time the ocher organizations of identical objec

tives have remained without the consistent and 

positive participation and support of the Zionists, 

the official relations betv een the Z.O.A. and the 

American Jewish Congress having become very 

much of a farce, with the heads of our organiza

tion and the Hadassah having lined up with the 

oppo iti n group and become apologises for dic

camrial policies. 
Having progressively declined as a guide co and 

interpreter of Jewish issues as an exponent of 

vital ideas, the Zionist organization has ceased co 

be a force in shaping Jewish life. It can only 

return to its former determining role by a return 

co the basic principle of Zioni m in their broader 

application to Jewish life and che re-adoption of 

the Herzlian conception that "first comes the 
idea." 
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While Jews throughour the world from the 
United Stares to Palestine who are ar all free to 
act will continue to give all possible aid and en
couragement to Soviet Russia as our brake ally in 
the war against Nazi barbarism. Well-informed and 
intelligent members of the race with definite con
victions will not be confused by the attempts of 
blind partisans ro gloss over certain fundamental 
differences that exist between the Soviet Govern
ment and Jewry and to twist out of shape a sad 
and still open history involving Judaism, Zionism, 
the Hebrew language, Jewish culture, etc. Think
ing Jews sharing the widespread opinion that is 
reflected in the responsible Jewish press will not 
be misled, and despite the pro-Communist proc
livities of writers for at least two Jewish press 
bureaus, they will not be taken in by the labored 
furor which is now being made on the arrival 
here of a delegation "from Soviet Jewry to the 
Jews of America." 

But what holds good for others who keep in 
touch with the march of events does not apply to 
The New PaleJtine, the official organ of the 
Z.O.A. which remains organically befuddled and 
confused. In the issue of June 11 it has two refer
ences to the delegates from Russia and the two 
items have a terrible tussle between themselves. 
In the "National Review of the Press" conducted 
by Moses Z. Frank we find the following item: 

One of the most eloquent obituaries on the 
demise of the Comintern was written in He
brew by M. Shoshani ( everybody knows it is 
Ribalow), in an editorial in Hadoar. The last 
section of the editorial, dealing with the pos
sibilities of a Jewish national revival in Rus
sia concerns us most. 

"One thing we do know," says the writer: 
"The uprooting of the Zionist-Hebraist con
sciousness has been done in a thorough man
ner . . . If the great day comes and freedom 
is proclaimed for the spirit of Russian Jewry, 
we shall have to begin ar the beginning." 

As an illustration of the desolate state of 
Russian Jewry, he cites the fact that Russia 
could not find a more suitable emissary co 
send co American Jewry than ltzik Feffer, the 
poet who blashphemed everything sacred to 
the Jews. 

In the same issue there is an editorial called "A 
Deepening Trend." From chis we quote only two 
paragraphs: 

Each day brings new evidence of the rap
prochement and understanding which is de
veloping between Soviet Jewry and world 
Jewry, comparable to the new, friendly re
lationship between the Soviet Government 
and the other nations of the world. It was 
some two years ago that the Jews of Moscow, 
breaking their long silence, first spoke up as 
Jews and asked their brethren the world over 
to lend their fullest measure of support to the 
battle against Nazism. Since that time Rus
sian Jewry's contacts with the outside world 
have multiplied. 

The most recent event in this chain is the 
visit t0 the United States by a Soviet Jewish 
delegation. The delegation consists of Solo
mon Mikhoels, noted actor, and the poet, 
Itzik Feffer. Great importance will be attached 
to their utterances concerning Zionism, the 
state of Judaism in Russia, the interests of 
the Jewish masses there, and other matters 
concerning which speculation is rife. It is 
reported that on their return trip the two 
will pay an extended visit to Palestine. 

The "trend" here referred to might have been 
more significant if the Soviet Government had not 
repeatedly refused visas to both the Jewish Agency 
and Palestine Jewry which offered to send delega
tions in furtherance of this friendly intercourse 
and the promotion of the cause of Russia and her 
Allies. This circumstance would seem to be an 
integral part of the subject of the above comment 
just as the character of the delegation from Rus
sia is pertinent to such discussion. 

Yet one should sympathize with the N. P. in its 
manifestly painful struggle to attain a certain con-



sisrency in reflecting Zionist events and currents 
of thought. Failing to mirror what is actually go
ing on in Jewish life and what is being said in 

the Hebrew and Yiddish press and the important 
Zionist organs published abroad it resorts to the 

obvious editorial practice of featuring big names 

with some articles, pertinent or impertinent, at
tached, ("Take a letter Miss Goldman: Dear Mr. 
Adamic . . ."). 

Well, big names have their uses, too, but one 
has to know who is who and what is what. When 
a leading Jewish figure in American letters writes 

sympathetically about a Jewish State it is a matt r 
worthy of notice, but when a nocorious American 

appeaser and isolationist decides to flirt with Zion
ism ir is no occasion for either rejoicing or for 
devoting two and one-half pages co his compli
ments. Of course the march of ideas is taxing and 
confusing and leaves many headaches behind. So 
on February 19, the ew Palestine goes Revision
ist, and while reviewing The 111/ ar and the Jew, a 
book by the late Vladimir Jabotinsky, the writer 
comes to this conclusion: 

Perhaps enough has already been discus ed 
ro indicate that The War and the Jew is an 
unusual book. Its chief claim for attention, 
however, lies in the face that it presents a 
plan, a chart, a blue-print for Jewish action 
during the and after it. There may be amend
men s to the plan, or alterations co it; it may 
be revised, stretched pulled twisted, reinter
preted and redrawn-bur it is at least some
thing co begin with. 

The readers of the paper are thus given to 
understand that neither the World Zionist Organi
zation nor the Jewish Agency nor the Z.0.A. 
have prepared any plan whatsoever and that out
side of this book-issued in England in 1940-
rhere was nothing, even "to begin with." 

The above state of obfuscation leads co other 
aberrations that take the form of petty smarr

aleckisms. Thus on April 16 we have a headline 
which says: "Churchill Writes An Editorial," giv
ing the startling impression that N. P. has acquired 
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a new editorial writer and scooped che press of the 
whole world! On April 2, 1943 che late Dr. 
Theodor Herzl joins the staff, but he is not per
mitted t0 use his own title co his famous answer 
co the "Protest Rabine,.' Instead our sense of 

reveren e i rudely violated with a flippant parody 
of a popular phra e: "Herzl Had a ame For 
Them." 

Your commencacor would like to have a name 
for thi kind of thing. 

T. R. J. 

THE CREDO IS RATHER CRU0E 

The Credo of an American Zionist, by Louis E. 

Le1:i11th.d. l ,uhin(J,to11, D. C., Zionist Organi

zation of America. 

It is not ch u ual practice of a belie ing and 

ob crYanc Jew, which the author urcly i , to come 
forward ich an ffcr of a n w redo, but as urn
ing that Judg L vinthal felt ju rifi d in employing 
that ambitious tide he h uld be reparcd to mak 
good hi pr mi e in utterance out ide of chi 
pamphle l 0 antly rint d but d fi ienc in any 
notable c n enr. fo t of the Zioni t encim nc 
here stated are a w 11 kn wn as they are generally 
accepted , nd ch ir pr nc. cion in this rather lab-

rare form may only be . ccounced for by the con
rant repetition which propa anc.la requires. 

What v r i true in chis brochure is not n<.-. 

and conver ely whatever is or i intend d to be 
n w i far from being true. Thi i all the more 
regrettabl since the attempt at improvisati n are 
directed co non-Zionists with the intention of ~in
ning them co our side with an argument chac is 
not ac all calculated co be a winner. The out id r 
are fir t of all given to understand char th y cannot 
be d Americans, cannot be true adherents of 
democracy unless they are Zionists. 

The effort tO claim for Zionists a superior brand 
of Americanism and a deeper devotion to democ• 

racy-in imitation of the imitarors who are de
cried-will surely fail to attract the non-Zionists 



8 

ciati n between Americanism, democracy and 

Zionism is of course obvious and widely acknowl

edged, bur the in istence that the acceprance of 

Zioni m be conditioned on the degree of one's 

devotion to the general ideals leads to an intellec

tual muddle from which none of the seekers for a 

new American Zionism were able to disentangle 

them elves. 

In essaying to d viate from simple and basic 

J wish ationahsm the present writer becomes 

confused about se eral points as is indicated by 

his reference to General Zionism: 

Perhaps the name General Zio11im1 is a 
mi nomer. By General we do not mean vague, 
indefinite, ab tract. Rather does General in 
thi sense mean integral, broad, comprehen-
i\-e univer al. We might well refer to it as 
,omplet Zionism, in contrast to a limited, 

re tricted, parti an approach to Zioni m. 

H wever, the auch r's demand for complete ful

filment of Great Britain's obligation to the Jew 

in relation to Pale tine i entirely to be com-

mended. J . 

THE "DRAFT SILVER" MOVEMENT 
Pro pect of an une.·citing onvention at far-off O· 

lumbu , v,ith no conte ts to enliven the proceeding and 
no conflicts co di. curb the mooch functioning of a 
,\ell-oiled machine, w re suddenly hattered in recent 
day~ bv the dram:ui announcement in the pre of a 
movement to draft Dr. Abba Hillel ilver for the pre i
dency of the Z.O.A. Thi movement came a a . hock to 
the Administration for e who e carefully prep.ired plan 
for the future did not in lude Dr .... ilver. It had been 
anticip.1ted that Dr. I rael Gold tein would be uncon
te red for the pr idency and everrching would proceed 
acconlin to plan. 

The "draft ilver" movement and the tremendous 
respon e it voked threat ned tO up et all the well or
dered plan . Jc b came apparent that if Dr. il er hould 
announce hi illingne t ~e a candidate hi ele tion 
w uld b a ured. Ju t then the peacemak r .imt bu }' 
anJ a "unity program" wa arranged which emin ly i 
atisfactory to all cone rneJ. 

The background of the ilver movement anJ the final 
outrnme i told by r lr. harle J. Ro enbloom f Pitts
lwr~h. chairman of the . ilver committee, m the folio,,. 
in~ communication i ueJ after the accord \\.l rea hed : 

Th purpose v.hich moti aced us wa to ,i:ive to 

the Zioni t movement in the · critic.ii tby • th benefit 

of Dr . ilver' magnificent gift and hi militant dy
namic leader hip. Dr. ilver \\as mo t relu tant to 

as ume the burdens anJ dutie of the Pre idency of 
the Z.O.A., but for the fact chat he wa deeply con
cerned over the political a pe t of the Zioni t situa
tion at chi moment and the vital and paramount im
portance of strengthening our political position to the 
utmo t . For chi ta k anJ to that end he was prepared 
to make every nece ary s1.critice. If hi commanding 
figure has o long been mi ed on our political front 
it wa noc due to any refu al on his part, but s lely 
to the fact that he had been deliberately e duded by 
a few per on , dt:spite repeated efforts by Dr. haim 
'eizmann and Dr. cephen . Wise to draw him in . 

It v.as again t this ex lusion that we rebelled be au e 
we re •ardeJ it a a crime against the movement in 
the e fateful day . We felt there wa no other way 
to re olve rhe i ue than by tarting the popular move
ment to draft him for the leadership whi h met ith 
an ven helming re pon e. 

ithin rhe past few days, howe er, a group of 
Zioni t leader in ew York headed by Dr. Wi e, 
have intervened with a view to solving the pr blem 
of leader h ip by agreement rather than by conte c. 
I am informed that an a cord ha been reached, which, 
faithfully adhered to and scrupulou ly arrieJ out in 
letter and pirit, will accompli h sub tantially what we 
. et ouc to achieve, namely, to make it po. ible for 
Dr. iJver to Jedi ate hi talent to the Jir ccion of 
o tr political ffair with the certainty that he will 
re ei\'e th ne e ary ooperacion on the pare of the 
lead rship anJ Admini tration of the Z .O.A. oc 
on! will the poli y of exclusion no long r b applied 
to h im, bur the spirit of parci an hip will be urbed 
and uper eded by enuine a11d effe tive unity in the 
Zioni t movement. 

The principal features of rhe accord are a follows: 
I D r. ilver "w ill join Dr. o- hairm.rn 

of the Ameri an Emer~ency mmitte for Zioni t 

Affair , and in addition thereto, become the ha,rman 
of it Executive and of it Political ommittec , bein. 
thus placed in charge of the active dire tion of the 
political efforts of the movement in thi country. 

2. ith the upport of Dr. ilver and hi follow-
er , Dr. I rael old t in, who e name had previously 
been ugge ted for the Pre idency of the Z .O.A. shall 
be unc nee ted by Dr. ilver for that office. 

Dr. ilver ha ex pre ed h, ntire aci faction ""ith 
thi a rd and i earne tly desirou that tho e who 
ha e j ineJ the "draft ilver" movement, and all his 
1.,pp rcer and follower , will attend the onv orion 

\\ 1th their <lei ~ .. tc ~nd help b their pre ence and 
p.1rci1:ipation to implement chi nity Pro ram in all 
it a peer . Personally he will support it loyally and 
to the utmost of hi trength. 
It i tak n for rant d that the new Z. .A. Adminis

tration will be onstituced in a reement wah the views 
of the ilver committee. It i now ur to the onvention 
co implement the program. The Rosenbloom committee 
i • determined to mobilize the ma imum number of dele
gate to attend the onvention and make certain chat 
every point in the program i tr.in lated into re lat)'. 



•r. Phllip SlOIIOYlta 
o/o Je•l•h ... 
Detroit, Klch1gan 

l>e&J' Phil: 

I aa replying to your letter of Sept•aer 1 w1,h lnoloaur••• 
all of •hlob I ha•• ahOWD \O 811Yer. 

l. I quite aar• w1\h you tbai llYer t lly vindicated our 
oonfldeno• and fulflllecl our bea, expec\atl0118. 

2. I do reoe1Ye JOIU" paper regularlJ. I h •• ••n what you 
had to ay a b>ut ,he Conference . and Bilv r•• role. 1, •aa aplen414. 
Oow.4 you ao4 •• at ono a b&lf doaen copl • of thla laaue! And 
a&J I auggut \ha, ln thla •eet•• iaau h1o 1• the pre-oonven,1• 
auaber, 1011. ubliall an edltorlal abou\ o 1ng oonventlon, wb1ob 
aaong other thinp, ahould call upon oo ntlon to endor•• 
811Yer•• polltioal leaderehlp '&nd pledge l• ~- unqualiflect ok
lag and oooperatloa of \he 10&. BelieYe • that thia 1• lapoJ'tant. 

3. 1 waa delighted to read tbe letter from Oongreaaman 
Sadowul. 

•• • 111 dlsou Senator Vandenbeq •hen we meet 1D 
Oolua'bU. It doea e• to••• j ging bJ \he n .. •papen, th t 

n4eal)erf and Taft re loelns oul aa afalut other ele en,• in 
the ftepub loaa Pan1 •bo fawor lnierna\ onal oollabo tloa. 

5. • will d al •1th \be el1g1CM&a ■••• Serna• and the 
Couaoll for Aaerloan Ju4al .. in d.ue oour••• 

•. ..,•Jdlsag ihe IOA laeoullYe: ... JCN probablJ t ow, lt ... 
a nbleo, o long Uld at ,1 ... bl1iler •ze.n111na bet••- llYer Ul4 
Golcla,elll. 811Ye~ ha4 oallecl u 1D for ou •uggea,1ou. •• aheotecl 
off on ihe 11 I thoae ••bera of the preaent lzeoutl•• whoa•• 
oonaidered to be trl•nd.l~ or ln4epen4enl and 1n 1a,ed tb, they 
reaaln. est •• aamaltted aoae ten or twel•• nn n-• to be pul 
•• tour naae waa deflllllelJ lnolu4ed.. Qolcl teln trlecl to ... , 
our de■•a4• lay offer1q u• onl.J two plao••· Tbat reaul\84 in a 



r. SlOIIOTlla -a- Septeaber ?, 1941 

•o•••• ln •hlob 811Yer broke off up,1a,1oaa and lef\ the ro011. 
ab•• uenllJ Jwlp Rotbeaberg 1n\enene4 u a ■e41alor and a coa

proal e wu effected, •ur•bJ Gold.ateln acr•ed lo \b• lnolualoa of 
fl•• of ou n ... • UMl 811Ter 414 no\ feel \h, he oou14 oarry tbe 
fight beyond tb t polnt. on1 tbo•• whOII h• 414 not ge\ on tu lxecu.,lYe ••r• not only 7ouraelf , oae other• who are Tery olou to hi• per onallJ, llke Rabbi euer of tole4o, au\bor of the book, 
'Ha Je•l•b taut. foraerl7 bl• uai tut 1D hl• Te pl•., C TeFancl. since you entioned Lipatr•• n , I , ••1 ln f 1:r-
n••• to hla, that be ha4 nothlng 10 4o •1U&er •lib ll&klq up the 
llat or •1th the neptla\lou on lb• alale. I b •• kept llYer fully a4Yiee4 oonoern.iDa your act1Ye • pport and Jour &lu&ble 
aot1•1t7 generallJ and l ■ure 7ou th th ppreola\ea both. B• alaplr h 4 ,o aat1 the beat of an unaatlafaotor, altuat1on. 

no•lnl 1011 a.a 1 do, I lao now th t JO l01ne4 the • r ft 
11Yer• o•••nt •1th the~•, and oa\ u.naeltlah of aotlvea, 

dld aoat of th otber en; and I bell Y l c ear without h •lt&-
tloa that e ha•• alrea.d7 reaped a r1o • ln t e ~~N1f1cen\ 1 aderahlp that S11Ter gaye ua t ihe n reno•. here •111 
'be ore of ihal, l aa ■un. 

l lookUII fon rel to •••lng Jou t Coluabaa. A• ••er 
raltlltullJ youn, 

:G 



Dr. Raymoa4 L. Buell 
Tille, Llfe n4 Worluae 
Tl• & L1f• Bll114lag 

n Y0 rt, ••• York 

Dear Dr. Bu 11: 

I •u delighted to haft 7our note of 8epl911ber 1, 
revealing a 1 doe• your contl ue4 1ntere■I ln our 
Palealiae probleu. 

I haYe laken lh• liberty of aaklng ■eYeral oop1ea 
of lt an4 dlatrll:nlting them among of our frlen4a, 
including Dr. Abba lllel SllYtr, w o a Just been 
eleYaled to the p lltlcal led r hl ot the 11onl t 

OTe en, in th1 count~. B• aa s r aaed a deaire to 
meet 1th you when ha returaa to Tort around the 
ao,b of thla ■onth. I tiope JOU •111 1D lt poaalblt to 
ant hla. 

fber• la auoh I could tell you bOut the ul1berger 
and Sedplok dlapatcbea 1• the 1.l.111.1.. fheJ are part of 

well lal4 plot to dlaoredll lloiliia in thl■ ooantry. 
The IJA.u... beoauae of it■ Je•lah onerahlp, l belng 
dtllliiii'fel7 proatltute4 lo antl-llonlat ead■ and 1• be-

aylag on thla qua■tloa aot aa an Aaerloan n .. ■paper bul 
r ther a■ a Je•t•h •••■paper and lhe organ of the• 11 
group of .. ,1-110.1., lrnooaollable•. ! ■taall 00 Ok 
to th nbl ot and hope to lei J ~aye a oonalde:"04 
atattaent of fao\ and oo n\ on the gaa-nnalag trial 
aad 11■ baoqrouact. 

1th tllld repna, a■ e••r 

fer, alno rely your■, 

U:QCS . ..•ma•l eaaenn 
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Dear r. Rosenbloom: 

I ish to ~ "'O U:, -;i 

or D c11v r as 0 e z .o. 
0 m ni e J ie ·~ 1 ... .. t ..., 

Rm 

a e ............................... .......... ........ ......... ...... . 
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JJ&Fl' OF lli'TTErt F ttUM Ort. ~IL VErt 

.LJear Mr• osenbloomi 

I am inreeeipt of your cozrmunication on beh lf ot 

, 

of the :t,ionist movement in Junerica.•· 

It i itn full understanding of the responsibility 

and obligations involved that I authorize you to state that I 

am entirely at the disposal of the forthcoming ~ionist convention 

;1.~ ~ ~ _..Nd' to accept its call tor service. 

I am deeply appreciative of the numerous expressions 

of confidence conveyed through you by ~ioniet orkers tbroghout 

the country. If it is the ill of the convention to entrust me 

ith the task of leadership, I shall welcome the cooperation ot 

11 ~ionist farces sot t as a united and determined booy, conacioua 

of the justice of our c use, we shall go forward in this hour of 

decision to achieve for the Je i h people the aim of ~ioniam--~ 

the eat~blishment of t'alerline as a Jewish Uormnonweulth. 

Cordiell yours, 

a ba Hillel ~ilver 



ORA DUM O ACCORD 

(Bet een the Groups) 

General Principles 

The seriousness of the political ituati n re uires that Zioni t political efforts be re-organized and integrated, as ell as greatly intensified. This is of 1m.wediate and par ount importance. 

It is believed these ends •111 be served by: 

(a) Inviting Dr ... Siver to as ume the leaders ip nd active directio of the political ork. 

(b) rorootin internal unity a on Zionist f rces and facti n by av idin a conte t and uniting upon the candidacy of Dr. Israel Golilatein for president of the Z.O.A. 

Guiding rinciples of the ccord 

The follo ing propositions are basic to t he pro osed accor: 
l. The constitutional prerogatives of the orld Zionist Executive (Je 1 h A ency) 1th regard to political affai~s are to be recognized and respected. 

2. Prevailing conditions ake it de ir l n necessary th t olitical efforts in this country be carried on a rgely and pri arily by American Zionists acting in clo e contact an co.plet understandin with th leadership of the orld Z1on1 t rganizati n. 

3. The success of the po itical effort, by hatever body it is carried on, requires the fulle t and hole-hearted co erati n of th .. A. Accordingly, provision must be made for insuring smooth working relati ns, mutual confidence and reciprocal support bet en the administration of the z.o.A. and the persons and agencies ch red ith the political wor. 
4. It is 

mod ifications 
functions and 
political aff 

r cognized that to inure efficient handlin oft is work, and adjust ents ay be underta en in the Con•titution, et-up of various co ittees and agencies concerned 1th ire. uoh changes are to be effected by mutual a reem nt. 

•uni ti.Program" 

To accomplish the purpose 
p~inciples set forth, the followin 

indicted, in accordance with the 
"unity progra ia to be carried out: 

1. 1th the consent and agreement of all concerned, Dr. ilver i ■ to be elected within a fortnight to the ch irmanship of the Emer ency Committe _. of its Office Committee. It is understood th this position 111 be equivalent to that of Director of olitioal ffairs, which does not preclude the engagin o! a professi nal director or directors, secretaries, etc. 

~ I I ~ t • 

~ Z/4l , 

I , ,, ~ 
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2. As a further step toward integration and co-ordination, the Z.O.A. 
shall, at the forthcoming Convention, elect a Policy Committee of 7 members. 
Its special function shall be to consider and formulat6 policies on behalf 
of the z.o.A. in thef1eld of public relations and political action, and to 
promote the proper imple entation of such policies. It shall be subject 
to the eneral authority of the Executive Committee of the Z.O.A., but 
hall be free to act, if urgent circumstances so require, between m etings 

of the lxecutive Committee, by issuing instructions on atters within its 
competence to officials of the Z.O.A. and to the representatives of the 
Z .O.A. on the , mergency Committee or any other policy-making body on which 
the z.o.A. may be represented. 

3. It is agreed that both groups shall support the candidacy of Dr. 
Israel Goldstein for the position of presi ent of the z ... at the forth
coming Convention. It is dee ed desirable that such agreement shall ex
tend to other ey positions and the general set-up of the Z.O.A., and 
that the u lest po sible understanding on these matters be achieved at 
once. 

4. The principal features of this accord shall promptly be made known 
to the active leaders and key men in both c pa. From the moment of its 
concl sion, t:oth groups hall give every indicat · on, publicly and pri
vately, of havin reached complete und rstandin and of their 111 to 
unity and cooperation. An.exoepti nal opportunity for such a demonstra
tion of solidarity in Zionfetranks is presented by the fort coming sessions 
of the American Je ish Conference. 




