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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 
Clevel..,nrl, Ohio. 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

CENTRAL 3985 

March 16, 1945. 

You may not recall me but I have met you on a number of 
occasions. You may recall on one occasion I met you on an airpl ne 
going from Cleveland to Chicago during a severe storm and v1hen we 
got off the plane I was able to give you a lift to your destination . 

The thing I write you a.bout, however , is something entirely 
different. I have been a Zionist for al ost 25 years, or at least I 
thought I was . I have been a mer.tber of a local Zionist organization 
and have paid dues regularly. In a discussion which arose today I 
was asked to define what Zionists Mean when they say they desire to 
have established in Palestine a Jewish state. I understand, of course, 
that such a state would guarantee freedom of religion to its denizens. 
Would such a state grant citizenship to people other than Jews? Would 
people other than Jews be eligible to hold office in the political 
structure of the state, even the highest? Assuming that such a state 
would adopt a constitution, would there be e.ny provision made for a 
state religion? In what respect would a Jewish state differ in its 
constitutional and political structure from that of the United States 
or Switzerland? I was asked that if this Jewish state, in its general 
constitutional 611d political structure, were not materially different 
from that of the United States or of Switzerland, would it not meet 
obstacles which could be avoided if the same were not designated a 
Jewish state? 

You ma. , be assured that your answers are solicited purely to 
enable me to have a better understanding of the aims of Zionism and they 
will ot be used for publication. 

Very sincerely 

HHK/EH 
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A pbrable \. lich Chrir-tianity g&ve to the ··orld hc,ldr up to j~1<-tif'r:le 
rcorn the fi6urc of the unv-.orthy Levi e vho finding ' Etricl{en bro ner lying by 
the road 11 par:sed by on the ot,her c:ide" . 

·rhe .. in of trns Levi te ,·&s not the sin of cruelty or malice ,.g8in:;t., h .:. P 
fellm· . I l v e c even i'lorr.> .. t•i nous It .. :t.ts tht: t he rm· the plight of bl s l: ro her 
6.nd Ht. IGNO \t.L l I. 

Five million human 1::,ein5 s - men, r:omen and children, innocent of uny 
v rong - hHve b vn slain because they \·.ere Jev., . It is true th;:.; t bll thG peoples 
of i..urope cuffered at the hand of the Nazir:. Iut the Jeis, firft in Euffr;,ring, 
are 1 st in thE: hope of rehc-.bili.t:::, tion. \'~hen peac€ comes, the Poles, the Czechr, 
t:1e rtollanders &nd Ell othsr peoples rill ct: free &nd go home. They ill sit in 
the councils or nctions. 

o ~o the Je\·JS of .. urope. utore t,hc.n Lt :nillion ·nd a he1lf Jt1rf vho 
havb survived the. Hi tlEr slc;ugh ter nre m.ked, hungry, sick ,. i thou t hope for 
th ·~ fi.l turc. They are li t8rcilly boraele't·a.,. .. 

Their E-.-Y es are turned to the ancitn t home lund of :.heir people - PD leP tine . 
'I'hir is the lund \:hich the rn:. tion2 of the \';orld pled ·:c.d to the Jer :?, E!t th€ clore 
of the l&Gt Viar. '!his is the l&n<l \1 hich thE. JE:v,s have r<::built end r clLi :,c-d fro.!l 
thE desolation and bhrrennesf in which thE-y found it. This b, the lend v,hicn gL.ve 
fretdom to 600,000 Jev.s c:nd '1,hich prrn~1ises t1e opportunity for nor.ntl, creative 
living to the hundredf' of tr ousund s in Europe v o look to it longingly. 

but in the faces of :nen and 1,.oraen v,ho despcra t&ly neu:l rnd ri.gh tfu lly 
deferv$ & homelPnd, th ~ v:orld h&s closed the g;_• tcr to th~· t h&ven v·hich hc..r clre~dy 
be:en promised to them cind v~ith vl ich their hi~torical conn<::ction L: j_ndi ... pu:t le. 

lhe people of Am, ric ... Cc nnot c:~llourdy 11 pc. f.[: Ly". fhe p opl e of A;n.~ri.c 
c&nnot ignore the unpr:.rc.llelle:d inju::-tice; of hir f:it1l' i tlon. 

P&lcf tine her room z.,nd room to sp&rG for the J m"s v ho seek en try in to 
it. o Eingle non-Je· \~ill b difpofcesf:cd or depriv~d of hir; rights. Our ~orlu 
v·ill be the:: richer for having :nade of 1Jz...lestine & bridge-head to the fu turL for 
tr1E: en tire :'liddle Ec::..st. 

~ou - u~ an American - Cbn help. 

Nor th~ t the nations of the v orld t , <'ft:mble once £gu.in to pl,,n • peoc€. 
,•·hich r~e prey shnll thif time e just and enduring, you ~ turn _Q the le;1der~ 
of th€ nu ti.ons E-nd dem&nd -- ----

the· t there be full ju c- ice for the .., ev f . of -urope: 
thb t they be c:.ided to E;:nitr& e to }Jc.le .. ~tin1:.,_ c~uickly- in c:ccord&nce \' i th 
their need ; 
that the pl '..;dges of the; -8alfour Dech .. rt,t. • on Lnd U e Let•gut:. of I t.tions r• ::. nr:f te· t,e 
fulfilled, 
th&t those conditionr e created \hich rill inAure the concretisation of h 

J£:vieh uspirc. .. tion ~hc.:.red by numbcrlesF vhristlr,ns of greE t vision -
Koocevelt - llson - ~muts - 0hlfour - Lloyd ueorge - end myri&d other~ --
th- a pirution tl bt P~.le~~ine shell be ciJ. free :•nd democrr..tic Je, ·ish Co11inon ·e ltr 



April 01 1945 

bi rt.1ur J. Lelyveld, 4:ecutive Director 
Co ittee on Unity _or Palestine 
41 Eat 4 d t. 
He Yor , 17, .Y. 

- y d84r Rabbi Lel V ld I 

I red tle nclosed dr rt of an a 2 el to 
t1e consci nee of eric ·hich ia to he ai~ned b th 
hundreds of Ra bi ho si ned "Zionism - .n rti tion 
of Judai "in 19 I hould or cure be very hp y 
to 1 n an such ti: • e l, ut r~•-.1 I t.1link the dr ft 
snould entirel re- ritten. It 1 not in eepin 1th 
h t you • ve in mind. It should far more d nified 

and pre sive and hould no.., be ritten in t.e. rm 
ich is reminiecent of &dvertise ents. Te stJle nd 

the •~pro~ch should b alto t er different, comin 
as it will be, from the bbinate of erica. 

Ha thia a ~eal ich ·ou re plannin en 
cl ... red .!th the Zioni t er enc1 CoWlcil? Its ould 
ha. Te tter of its t ellness should al o be 
con i dered . 

1th 11 good is es, I rcd.n 

V r cordi lly our, 

S,BK 



Commillee on UN IT Y f D R PAL£ S TIN£ 

DR. FELIX A. LEVY 
Cb.;rmt1n 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LBLYVBLD 
V ics-Chtlli,,,..,. 

OSCAR LEONARD 

Sscreltlf'Y 

Dr . .1bba Hillel Silver 
~e Temple 
E. 105th St. at Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y O R K 1 7. N. Y~ 

.lpril 25, 1945 

I appreciated your eomnente on the first 4raft of our 
Appeal. 

It bas been rewritten as 7ou &Uggested and I believe 
7ou will find the revised version attached to this 
letter much more to your liking. 

I baTe, of course, cleared this matter with the 
lmergene7 Council and • shall keep in close contact 
with them as it develops. 

Uy warm good wishes. I hope I ehall have the -orivilege 
of seeiIJg you in the not too diatant future. 

Sincerely yours, 

a.-< .• - £.ac7 ..... ~c::e__ 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 

Executive Director 

,...,o 

A ZIONIST•SPO SORBO EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER. RECOG?lo'ITION OF THE NEED FOR UNITED 
JEWISH ACTION IN THB CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 
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Committee on UNITY FDR PALESTINE 

Da. FELIX A. LEVY 

Chairman 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LEI. YVELD 

Executive Di,-ector 

OSCAR 1.EoNARD 

Secretary 

o/ the Zonijt Organization o/ America 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y O R ~ 1 7, N, Y~ 

October a, 1945 

Dear Colleague: 

We have directed to the people of Great Britain the 
Appeal which you signed and which was originally 
addressed "to the Consoienoe o! America". Except 
for minor emendations obviously necessary, the text 
was not changed. 

The rapidity with whioh political events are moving 
made it necessary that we take quick action. We are 
certain this step has your approval. However, we 
wished you to be informed as to this new use of our 
statement. 

With Zion•s Greetings, 

Dr. Felix A. Levy, 

a~..t:L'~~ 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 
Executive Director 

ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER RECOGNITION or THC NEED FOR UNITED 
,oo JEWISH ACTION IN 'I'HE CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 



Committee on UNITY FDR PALESTINE 

DR. FELIX A. LEVY 

Chairman 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

Ezecwive Director 

O SCAR LEONARD 

Secretary 

o/ lks ZoniJl Organization o/ -America 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y O R B 1 7. N. Y. 

Dr. bba illel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street 
leveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

October 29 , 1945 

I want to transmit the attached letter from .:;r . be 
·1raldauer in I:eI119his , Tenn . , in hic:1 . e urges that 
you atteapt to schedule a visit tot t connrunity. 

Rabbi Fineshriber addressed a large meeting there 
two weeks a{;O an, accordi to the reports I .nave 
md, did a great deal of dama.:;e in both the Jewish 

d the general co1.munity. 

Ir . ; aldauer 1.7ould be hap • to have you set your own 
date and I know t t he would arrange the ldnd of 
city- wide meeting that would make your visit v.'orth
while . 

AJL: rl 

Cordially yours , 

~ -~-
Rabbi rthur J . Lelyveld 
~xecutive Director 

A ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER RECOGNfflON OF THE NEED FOR UNITED 
JEWISH ACTION IN 'l1fE CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF 'l1fE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 
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January 9, 1946 

Rabbi Elmer Berger, Executive Director 
The American Council for Judaism, Inc., 
1001 Keystone State Bldg., 
1321 Arch St. , 
Philadelphia• Pa. 

Dear Rabbi Borger, 

Your letter to Mr. Andrews of this Corporation has been 
referred to the writer for reply. In your letter you 
enclosed a statement submitted by llr. Rosenwald to the 
President and invited any comment on this memorandum we 
might feel free to send you. We are glad of this oppor
tunity you have presented to express our convictions on 
the migration of the Jews of Europe and other lands to 
Palestine. We would like to make three comments, and we 
hope that our language reflects the sincerity we feel. 

1. The British Government made a solemn commitment in 
1917 to "establish in Palestine a national home for the 
Jewish people". This undertaking was publicly endorsed 
later by the rest of the civilized world, including the 
Congress of the United States in 1922. Acting on their 
faith in these international pledges, Jews from every 
corner of the world have created in Palestine a progres
sive modern community, a potential haven of refuge for 
their oppressed peoples and an outpost of democratic life 
in the midst of the autocratic East. For you to advocate 
as you do the "repudiation of official declarations on 
Palestine" is to deny the faith of the solemn pledges of 
this country and of England and to sabotage the confi
dence of the people of the world in the future of Pales
tine. We had enough of that under Hitler. 

2. The present plight of your fellow Jews in Europe is 
pitiable. Five million of these human beings, because 
of the mere accident of being born Jews, were starved, 
beaten, tor~ured and gassed to death under conditions of 
appalling brutality by the atrocious Nazis. A small rem
nant of a million and a hulf now live like so many cattle, 
homeless and penniless, afraid to leave the scenes of their 
former torture , the Nazi concentration camps and slaughter 
houses, because to return to their villages means certain 
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death. All during the Nazi terror, the one haven of refuge 
where these Je_ws could have found security and help, Palestine, 
was closed to all but a handful by the British Government. And 
now that the future of the pitiful remnant in Europe is even 
mora hopeless, the British Government, blind to its oft-renewed 
promises and deaf to the pleas of our President, has stopped 
all Jewish immigration completely. In this tragic situation, 
your cautiously worded phrases about the "cont'rol of immigra
tion by properly instituted international commissions" and "tak
ing a poll among displaced persons to determine the lands of 
their choice" bear the stamp of insince~ity and heartlessness. 

3. It would far better befit you and the men and women of your 
organization, as Jews, as American citizens and as members of a 
common humanity, to forsake the false and inhuman position you 
have taken in obstructing the forces of world brotherhood. Men 
of good will of e·ery race and creed the world over have dedi
cated themselves to find some way through the maze of inter
national negotiations to open the gates of Palestine to the 
pathetic victims of Nazi hate and brutality. This crusade 
calls to men of your influence and leadership to make common 
cause with the outcast and persecuted of our post-war world. 

The writer remembers an occasion in World War I when he was a 
soldier in France and his unit was visited by Mr. Rosenwald's 
father as the unofficial representative of President Wilson. 
What a kindly, genuine, good man he was and how much cheer and 
comfort he brought to a group of homesick young soldiers. We 
wonder what he would think of Kr. Rosenwald's present action. 

Faithfully yours, 

MARION S. DIMMOCK 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON MARION S. DIUMOCK 

An outstanding architect and lecturer, Mr. Jlarion S. Dimmock has 
traveled extensively in the Near East. He has spent quite some 
time in Palestine, especially in Jerusalem where he designed and 
supervised the construction of the Jerusalem YMCA in 1932. His 
stay in the Middle East enabled him to study the problems of the 
Arab and the Jew and the possibilities of revitalizing that ancient 
world. Born in Richmond, Va., he was educated at the University of 
Virginia and the JJassachus0tts Institute of Technology. Mr. Dimmack 
is a member of the Board of DGacons of South Congregational Church 
and is active in young people's affairs at the church. He is a 
veteran of World ra.r I, having served in Franco as a lieutenant in 
the field a~tillery. 
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Rabbi J. rthur J. Lel.1'veld, 
Co tt e on Unity tor P 
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I an troa a eon•er- tloa ch I a ed to have with 
your r er, t 1 i b i~•• a ere p r 
ttili ti~, and I re liecom ctiTe 

in our r. 

I , the ref o , to re u t th 
t&Tor or an op rtunity to t-1 with you concemin a proJ ct 
which 1 te 1 cer in nll in your int re t. 

Perb ps you ill fin i poa 1 ble to k luneh 'With onda7 
1111e or !ueeda ot n xt ek. on' t ou dro lin , 

a ray Hill.-' 5. 

JJLarl 

incerely your, 

bbl rt.bur J. L 1 ld 
x cutift Di ector 
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AB A HILLEL SILVE = 
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AT A, STRAUSS 3 D HAS ACCEPTHD A I I A SH I p' u J I TY 

CO • I T TEE 1
/ I L :/ I T- DE TA I S R- JUR TO .Y. l..A I HILE 

HE IS I 

VER TE A ~S 

APPRECIATI01 YOU
1 

TO HI I l PA < AVE UE YC. 

PO I TI 0 TO E ER ALUABLE SERVICE YOUTH AD 

V R Y AREA RE 

A THUR LELYV D. 

ARD = Go- .5 D 

3R ye. 
/V 
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• , 

ut n 

• • o 1 m 
ot r o 
UI e O the inY 

r. ,. 
in rd 

l 
OD 

•• 

•• 

11 tind ,.. i 

•r la 

M 111 • 

• 

he 

••• 

oa • i 

• 
ee JOll 

or • .,. 

r 1 

r 

• 
is1n 

..... 

ot 

• 

• 

nial.1710•ra, 

• 
PM 01" 

r 

-

1 •l 



Committee on UNITY FDR PALESTINE 

Da. FELIX A. LEVY 

Chairman 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LEL YVELD 

Execuliw Director 

OSCAR LF.ONARD 

Secretary 

o/ lhs Zoni~l Organization o/ -4merica 

Dr. Abba Hille l Silver 
The Tem-ple 
105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, hio 

ear Dr. Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y O R i 1 7. N. Y. 

April 23, 1946 

In accordance with our recant conversation about Mr. 
Nathan Straus I I I and the possibility of drawing him 
actively into our work , I had lunch with u- . Straus 
l ast week and persuaded him to aooe t the vioe-ohair-
.anshi of t he ni ty Committee. 

I believe that when we talked about him, we oonsidered 
him as a uossible chairman for t he onmi.ittee, but at 
that time we ere not aware of his youth (he i s still 
"under thirty") . 

He is personable and well informed and eager to serve 
t h Zionist cause actively. I laid before him, in par
ticular, the need to counteract the effeot of the Amer
i can Council f or -udaism in the circles in which he is 
most active-- the New York Temple Emanuel group and the 
i estchester County set. I also told him of the Council 
fo r Judaism's effort to or anize youth and veteran groups 
in the New York City area, and we agreed that his name 
and his personality would be most useful to us in that 
partioular field. 

I would like to a r ran e a small in:f'ormal dinner for the 
Unity Committee in the n ar f uture as an oooasion at 
which to present . Straus to our group and also to 
discuss the reorganiza ion of our Committee and the in
tensification of its work. ·~ have selected · y 6th as 
the date for that dinner, inasmuch as Dr. Levy will be 
in New York at that time. !ill you be in the oity at 
that ti ~e and will you find it oossible to join us? 

A ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER RECOGNmON OF THE NEED FOR UNITED 
JEWISH ACTION IN THE CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 



fommiltee on UNITY FDR PALESTINE 

DR. FELIX A. LEVY 

Cltc»rman 

RABBI AltTHUll J. ULYVELD 

Executive Director 

OSCAR LEONARD 

Secretary 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y O R l'l 1 7, N. Y. 

-2-

. ith regard to the rational Chainnanshin, you will 
recall that the next name which we had under con
sideration was that of r. ,.,dmund Kaufman of ~ ash
in~ton. Dr. Levy called r. ufman and asked if 

,3 -would like to take "a mor·3 active pa.rt in our 
1Jork" • . r. ufman was in New York and had ias 
Greenhouse of the United Jewish Appeal call to tell 
me that he would "be r lad to accept the assignment 
Dr. Levy had offered him". I intend to follow this 
up by a visit to fr . . Kaufman immediately after the 
holidays. 

iy warm personal reetings. I hoe you had a vecy 
hanpy Pesaoh and that the holidays brou ht you some 
opportunity to rest. 

AJL:dn 

Cordially, 

0-~ ,;..~-"--12~ 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 
Executive Director 

A ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER RECOGNfflON OF THE NEED FOR UNITED 
.. o JEWISH ACTION 1N THE CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 



Committee on UNITY FDR PALESTINE 

DR. FELIX A. LEVY 

Chairman 

o/ lhs Zoni~l Organization o/ -4merica 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y O R li 1 7, N. Y. 

RABBI A.aTBUll J. LEL YVllD 

Esec11tiw Dir1ctor 
Apr il 24 , 1946 

0SCAJI LEONARD 

Secretary 

Ur . Abba Hillel ~ilver 
ThA Temple 
105th treet and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silv r : 

e are sking a► out twenty - five eople who a r e interested 
in our ork to ioin us in an infor~al din~er meet in at ,_ 

the aldor f -Astoria Hotel in J.. ,Jw Yor k City on the evening 
of by 6th . 

n that oc casion e ~ nt t o i nt r oduoe t o our ~r oup, 1 r. 
athan Straus III, who has accepted .he tice - chairnanshi 

of our Committ a , as wel l as to t a e counse l t o 3th r on 
the olio and ro~r am of our duo tional oampai ["n to count -
er act anti - Zioni s t rona _anca in th wish community and 
to brinr our ~ionist mJssag to t hat se gment of .Amer ican 
J ffiry which has hitherto een non- \ ionist . 

I hope . ou ill f ind it ossible to 
. ak a reservation for you? 

ith us. 

, ith every E" OOd i sh and ion ' s Greet in s, 

Cordia lly yours , 

y we 

~L~--ece__ 

L:dn 

abbi Arthu r 1 . Lelyveld 
xecutive Dir otor 

A ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER RECOGNmON OF THE NEED FOR UNITED 
JEWISH ACTION IN THE CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 
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COMMITTEE ON UNITY fOH PALESTINE 
- ------------- ------------------SUITE 600 -------

From: RABBI ARTHUR J. LEL YVELD 41 Eaat 42nd SlrNt • MU 2-3205 • New York 17 

Date: April 50, 1946 

In the April 8th "Information Bulletin 11 of the American Council for Judaism, an article by 
Mr. Samuel Adelman concluded with this statement: 

"We welcome Dr. Finkelstein into our labors." 

This reference to one of American Judaism's outstanding leaders, Dr. Louis Finkelstein, 
was without foundation and an impudent misrepresentation of his position with respect to 
Zionism and Palestine. 

We are, therefore, sending you, with the permission of Dr. Finkelstein, the attached copy 
of a letter from him on this subject. In the article to which bis letter refers, Dr. 
Finkelstein says, among other things: 

"The Jewish community in Palestine, a.lone among all the commurdties of the 
world, effectively opened its arms to the stricken without thought for its 
own material needs, and gave the homeless sanctuary and beru.ing for the 
spirit, as well as for the body. To oppose this effort to restore the 
Jewish settlement of the Holy Land is to· .repudiate a cardinal tradition in 
Judaism." 

We shall be happy to send you at your request an off-print of Dr. Finkelstein's complete 
art:1 cle. 

A.J .L. 



I 

THE JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF AMERICA 

NORTHEAST CORNER, &ROADWAY AND 122ND STfllEIIT 

NEW YORK 27, N. Y. 

Q,rFICE OF THE PRIESIDl!NT 

April 24, 1946 

Dear Rabbi Lelyveld: 

I have your letter of April 8th inquiring 
about an e.rticle by Mr. 8Rmuel Edelman which 
appeared 1n the "Information Bulletin" of the 
American Council for Juda.ism. 

My stand on Zionism and Palestine has 
been cl~r1f1ed in a nu~ber of publications, among 
the most recent of which was the article published 
in "The New-Palestine" on ijay 21st, 1943 called 
"Reflections on Juda.ism, Zionism Bnd an Enduring 
Peace". Nnth1ng that I said on February 25th to 
the Rabbinical Assembly could possibly be inter
preted as a deviation from this definite stand. 

I sh~uld be very glad to have you circu
late both this letter and the article to which I 
refer as widely as you think necessary under the 
circumstances. 

With ell 

Rabti Arthur J. Lelyveld 
Executive Director 

Louie 

Committee on Unity for Palestine 
41 East 42 Street 
New York 17 

enc; pamphlet 
ors 

---
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Rabbi Ar~ur l. Lel.7ft].d 
()walttee on Unit, tor Paleat10e ot the 
Zioni t OrpnizatiaD ot A11erioa 
41 42.Dd Street 

ew York, • I. 

dear Rabbi Leqn].da 

-

April w, 19 6 

Thank 7ou tor 1our lettera. I am pl sed t.hat 7011 

are arran 1n1 an 1ntorul. dinner to preaent • 
strmaa. I ea ,orr, that I 1'1ll not be able to atta:id 
this aeettnc. 

You mq be lntereated 1n the encloied s,9stal card llhich 
I receiTed. 

JHSaGR 
!ho. 

llost cordial 17 youra, 
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WESTERN 
UNION 

( ? !) ) I t---SYM_BO_LS __ 
I 

OL - Day utter 

NL - Nia:ht utter 

LC • Deferred Cable 

NL T • Cabk Ni,ht Letter 

A. N. WILLIAMS, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Thefit;,.,,.+:..,.. ....... 1-.-- .:_ -iL- ... - ... . ' ~-- - ... , 

UR 

·FOR• 11 ,JG 

HILL 

TH 

AB 

Tr. PL c. f A T 1 OJ 

I ICA L COf,·. I Tlit 

T 

UPP 

JOSEPH L. E:Gt,N, PRESIDENT Ship Radiosram 

Time of rec:?1pt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

[ f'1' •! I 

- D A L I D CL ~\1 

... OA l ,... L A T E D I '. I R E 

A P p~ 0 X I 1. A T LY t:j(I A BB I • I G TH if1 V HAVE YOU A Y : .. 

°' U G I 01 FOR THI FFORT DO YO U I I H TO LL'T FOE 

J I s GO OUT PL AS EPLY G TI ~GS= 

R THUR LELYV ELD/ 

J J • 
zo 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE BUOOESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS NCERNINO ITS SERVICE 



Committee on UNITY FDR p ALE s TINE 

Da. FELIX A. LEVY 

Chairman 

o/ lhe Zoni~l Organization o/ America 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
N E W Y □ R li I 7, N. Y. 

RABBI AllTBUR J. LEJ.YVELD 

Executive Director 

OSCAR LEON ARD 

Secretary 

Dr. Abba llillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. and .Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silveri 

May 17, 1946 

You IIBy recall our conversation some months ago in 
your home when I expressed~ feeling tbat my value 
as a propagandist for the Zionist cauae is diminished 
by the fact that I nmst give a negative answer to the 
frequent question as to whether or not I have visited 
Palestine. At that time you ~reseed the opinion 
that it might be possible for me to go in connection 
with the Congress this 8'W!ID8r. 

I am, as you will well understand, still eager to make 
this trip. Apart from my wish to substitute ,1 11,, 
for :, ,.,,,,e_ I feel that my visit would have valuable 
public relations results in our Unity work during the 
year ahead. 

While the budget of the Unity Comnittee for traveling 
bas been underspent thus far and would easily cover this 
item should it have the Inner Comnittee•e approval, I 
wonder whether I ~ht not be able to render sooe service 
to the secretariat of our delegation, which would be 
additional Justification for my go1Dg. 

I am sending copies of this letter to Dr. Nemmnn and 
to Mr. Pollack and I would be deeply grateful. for some 
word of reaction from you • . 

~ warm personal greetiJ:l&s. 
Sincerely, 

~ £~~oe_ 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 
Executive Director 

A ZIONIST.SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT TO FOSTER RECOGNmON OF THE NEED FOR UNITED 
HO JEWISH ACTION IN THE CAMPAIGN FOR FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BALFOUR DECLARATION. 



A NEWSLETTER FROM THE Z. 0. A. 

COMMITTEE on UNITY for PALESTINE 
FORTY-ONE EA T FORTY-SECOND STREET 
Da. FELIX LEVY 

CHAlllMAN 

RABB( ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 
EXEC. DIRECTOR 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
RABBI JEROME UNCEB 

FIELD DIRECTOR 

June 14, 1946 

Current And Coming From Our Press: 

"WHAT DO YOU REALLY WAliT OUT OF LIFE?" 

Produced as another weal)On in the running battle against the anti-Zionists. 
this pamphlet also can~rve as a primer for non-Zionists. It is a sort of 
Zionist ncalling card" for presentation to undecided American Jews. T'ne 
striking layout and content of the booklet drew immedie.te and favorable 
comment. A typical letter was that from Arnold Jacoby of New York. who call
ed it a "masterpiece" and added that "both Mrs. Jacoby and I enjoyed every 
line." The pamphlet was sent to all on our mailing list but additional 
copies me~ be obtained uuon request for local distribution. 

"LITTLE lWI FROM DACHAU" 

The men and women of Dachau. Columnist Al Segal says, ha:ve the right to com
mand anti-Zionists and non-Zionists "to get out of the wa.y and keep still. n 
Put into a hai"1dy-sized pamphlet, the article by the author of "l'l.ain Talk" 
was enclosed with the last issue of the Unity Bulletin. Copies may be ob
tained from Committee headauarters. 11Li ttle Man from Dachau" is our second 
reprint from Segal1 s syndicated columns; you'll recall his "!latter of $2"
which ble,sts the Council for Judaism because it has done nothing for anything 
but only is against "political Zionism." -

"BULLETIN" MATTER 

The Inquiry Committee's report on Palestine required, and received. full 
coverage in the May issue of the Unity Bulletin. Thus our scheduled piece 
on Brandeis had to be shelved until the next issue, due within three weeks. 
With its usual perversion of Zionist history, the anti-Zionist Council for 
Judaism recently attempted to depict the late Supreme Court justice as a 
babe in the Zionist woods. 

"ONI,Y ONE THOUGHT: PALESTil:rE" 

Enclosed is Edward M. M. Warburg1 s story of the surviving European Jews 
and their one goal--Palestine. The interview is reprinted from the New York 
Post. Please place your order now for a supply to be distributed in y-our 
community. 
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"A BETTER TOMORBOW" 

Accepting the vice-chairmanship of the Unity Committee. Nathan Straus III 
said: "I am deeply anxious that a true picture of the raeaning and importance 
of Palestine shall become available, both to those people who have a dis
torted picture now, and to those who have given no thought to the problem up 
to the present time." Mr. Straus, a 29-year-old navy veteran, wrote a state
nent S'WllI!ling up his viewa. That steteriient. we believe is a 11 ttue 2:,icture of 
the me;,ning and importance of Pales tine, n ond we in tend to Llake it available 
in pamphlet form. 

1· ··--
1 PFFTTTl I 

The headline in the May 24th issue of the Jewish Post of Indianapolis . 
read: "Council Attempt to Organize Veterans Abortive. 11 The first two 
paragraphs of the article from a special correspondent werel 

I 

t 
I 
I 

"NEW YORK-An attempt by the American Council for Judaism to organ- l 
ize New York war veterans behind their organization backfired at Temple 

1

. 

Ems.nu-El la.st Thursday eve:'li.ng, when a group of some sixty vets. at tend
ing by inv1tat19n, vigorously repudiated the anti-Zionist assertions of I 
Eloer Berger, who addressecl the meeting. 

"No formal vote was ta.ken, but any intention of the Council s:pon
sors to enroll members or organize a veterans' group was abandoned when 
it quickly became clear during the question period th~.t the great major
ity of the veterMe present dissented. Other speakers included Babbi 
~athan A. Perilman of Tem,le Fmanu-El e.nd Henry A. Loeb, who presided. 11 

In other words, the meeting w~,s a fizzle as f P.r as the Council was con
cerned. 

Here ere two other pertinent paragraphs from the Post's article: 

"Queried as to the positive religious program of the Council he 
(Rabbi Berger) s~id: 'The Council is not interested in a religious pro
gram. but in a political and social program. I don't know if the Coun
cil will ever adopt a program of religious activity per ae. It may or not.in 

That should be interesting reP.ding for those Jews who were sucked into 
the Council because they had been led to believe it was an organization 
to promote Judaia~1 

"An attempt by one of the audience to introduce a resolution express 
ing the view of the assembled veterans that every effort should be made 
to e:-:.)edi te the sending of 100,000 refugees to Palestine, and the crea.tio 
there of a Jewish National Homeland was roundly a.ppl~uded, but the resolu
tion was rejected by the che,irmcn on the grounds that the meeting could 
not accept a statement that was contrary to the accepted program of the 
American Council for Judaism." 

In other words, play according to our rules. or we won't play. 
--- ------------------ · ·- - -·· -· - ---""- •··· - -·--- ·~- - - --
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RESORT CAMPAIGN MAPPED 

Even while vacationing, the American Jew in these times is acutely aware of 
the plight of his fellow Jew in less fortunate circumstances. We can expect 
him to be receptive to brief and attractive presentations of the short and 
long-range Zionist programs. With this in mind, the Unity Committee has 
planned a summer campaign to present Zionism to young Jews who take their 
vace.tion fun in the well-lmown resorts in New York, Pennsylvania, Maine, 
New He.m:pshire and elsewhere. We beline that most of these young people will 
be found sympathetic to our cause and they will be urged to enroll in the 
z.o.A. The campaign is planned to proceed along two lines: (1) pamphlets 
and bulletin board posters. e.nd (2) lectures by Rabbis Lelyveld and Unger. 
Special printed material is being preps.red for this ripe Zionist field. 

PARLOR MEJ:TINGS PBODUCEl 
(Sample Products Division) 

A former non-Zionist writes Rabbi Unger: 

"The interest which you have displayed in me is most fla.ttering-
I refer particularly to the barrage of information which your 
secretary has laid down upon me since our pleasant visit in 
Davenport. I might say at this time that I thoroughly enjoyed 
our discussio~, which unfortunately was too brief •.•.• 

11 1 was one of those who were fortunate :enough to be present at 
the recent U,J.A. meeting in Chicago, at which time we heard a 
report from Mr. James McDonald-member of the American-l3ri tish 
Palestine Commission. His report, to gether with the information 
recently sent to me by your secretary• were mo st convincing imd I II I 
am very happy to say that I am in accord with the Dl8.jori ty of the 
aims of the z.o.A. n 

The letter writer, Franklin A. Alter of Davenport, Iowa, at t ended a parlor 
meeting at which Rabbi Unger spoke. Mr. Alter also mentions in his letter 
the "friendly discussion11 of the differences of opinion which at that time 
"existed between myself and the Z.O.A." The moral is obvious: shouting at 
a man does not make him a Zionist, but 11 friendly discussion" often lea.de to 
his becoming one. 

A report of a Unity for Palestine parlor meeting addressed by Rabbi Lelyveld 
in Charleston, West Virginie.. comes from Samuel D. Lopinsky, who arranged the 
session. There were approximately fifty persons present and the audience 
consisted almost entirely of non-Zionists, anti-Zionists and a few neutrals. 
The antis included members of the Council for Judaism. Mr. Iopinsk:y says: 

11As a direct result of this meeting we have obtained some new 
members from those present. and I feel certain that the most 
rabid anti-Zionist was we~.kened in the cause of the Council ••• 

•• "I am enclosing a list of those who were in attendance so that 
YOll mey follow up with 11 tere.tu.re." 
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PRESS NOTES 

Two Unity Committee news releases appeared recently in the Anglo-Jewish press. Many newspapers used a picture of Dr. Felix A. Levy congratulating Mr. Straus upon his acceptance of the vice-chairmanship of the Committee. The caption included an excerpt from the latter's statement upon taking office. 

Papers of the following week gave prominence to Rabbi Lelyveld1 a charge that the Council for Judaism was supporting the British imperialist policy in 
urging adoption "as a whole" the report of the Anglo-American Inquiry Committee. Speaking in Brooklyn, the Unity Committee director accused the antiZioni st Council of lining up with II those wbo are deliberately stalling" the transfer of 100,000 European Jews to Palestine. ?lie New Y9rk Times also carried the atory of Rabbi Lelyveld1 s denunciation of the Council 1 s position on the report. 

Incidentally, a demand that the Council withdraw its letter to President Truman was voiced editorially in the Anglo-Jewish press. The Jewish Post termed a "grave blunder" the Council' a request that none of the Inquiry Committee1 a recommendations be implemehted separately. In its news columns this paper headed the story of the Council'• letter to President Truman like so: n100,ooo Would be Held Up by Council Wishes.n 

The May issue of the Unity for Palestine !ulletin, you• 11 recall, pointed up this situation--that the Council for Judaism was supporting the British policy of delay in connection ,.,i th the transfer of 100,000 European Jews to Pales tine. 

TO UNITY COMMITTEZ VIA jp 

Saul Richman, former Associated Press Radio editor, has been appointed to the Unity Committee headquarters staff as Executive Assistant in charge of p'il.blic relations. He worked on several California newepapers before joining il at San Francisco in 1943. He resigned from the news service's Salt Lake City bureau upon accepting the Committee position. 



ALBERT EINSTEIN 
112 Mercer Street 
Princeton, N. J. 

lob ,ho.- aleb aahT daruber, daaa di• llaDif .. tatioa dea 

&aericu Ccnmoil for .Jlldaiaa ehe nerci•ala• Oquncllatt fudet. 

Jlt•• --•caac ffllcheint alr ala eia erbirwlieb"r Yerncla, dllNll 

fffl'&t. 4er atvllab• judiach• Ziele, durdl llud.b-7 ad durcb 

lool &Mricallha Omd• 111111 SclloDUIII woa uuena Ye1DleD • erl&aa•

M• erach•illt air atnircli1 1IIMl a\lCb IIBWiruaa. la lat eiD fft'falarq, 

du aut 4er a-,eueit.e IIUI' alt O.rla,achatnar, J• teracbtuq b-,ep.et. 

••rdea wird, UD4 ach •ill•r •1mmc alt woll• Recht. •er nicbt 

aatredat au aeuer Sache atellt, bat auch aut die Aabtung anderttr binen 

&upnacb. Di• ... ec,mc ht ubr11eu eiM si..Uab 1aaue •nhbilduac 

4•• Yereiu claataeher Staatawr1er T\id.iacheu Claubeu ael.11ea bi.Sak ... , 

der iD 4er Zei t der ledriuip1a aiab mtiirUob mch auae1a h1a w -.o"ll.11 

oblmicht.11 end• .am ac:h iDMll eim1a serHtseadeD Elllfiue batte, 1ad• 

er cleaa iaura Balt matendllierte, der all.ala 1111hr jmi•cb .. Toll: 1a dea 

Stud aetste, cli• Zeitea aeb••rer hit\ai n \iberwhdea. 

1U'Ute to tk 

EINSTEIN 
SCIENTIFIC THINKER OF 

HIS OWN EXPERIENCE 

py indeed to hear that 
or which the American 
daism stands is meeting 

opposition. This organiza
to me to be nothing more 

than a pi le attempt to obtain favor 
and toleration from our enemies by be
traying true Jewish ideals and by mim
icking those who claim to stand for 
100% Americanism. I believe this 
method to be both undignified and in· 
effective. Our opponents are bound to 
view it with disdain and even with con
tempt, and in my opinion they will be 
justified. He who is untrue to his own 
cause cannot command the respect o( 
others. Apart from these considerations, 
the movement in question is a fairly 
exact copy of the Zentralverein Deutsch
er Staatsburger J uedischen Glaubena 
('Central Association of German Citi
zens of Jewish Faith') of unhappy 
memory, which in the days of our cru
cial need showed itself utterly impotent 
and corroded the Jewish group by un
dermining that inner certitude by which 
alone our Jewish people could have 
overcome the trials of this difficult age." 

- A. EINSTEIN 

COMMITTEE ON UNITY FOR PALESTINE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET • Suite 600 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 



Irom: Unity from Pnlestine· Com.mi ttee 
Room 600, 41 Efl.st 42nd Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

:-Ji.':' CAP.I'IO : 

NATHAli STRA.US III TAXES zro~rsT POST 

Nathan Straus III of New York (right) is welcomed t".s Vice-ChPirmP.n of 

the Committee on Unity for Palestine of the Zionist Orgr,ni ze.tion of AmericP. 

by the Committee Cha.irm2n, Dr. Felix A. Levy of Chic'"'.go, noted Reform 

Rt'.bbinice.l lender. Mr. Strp;us, member of one of Americt'n Jewry's outstr-nd

ing fFUDilies, accepted the vice-chairmanship ~.t P dinner in his honor P.t 

the W~ldorf-Astoria. Hotel, s;iying:- "I P:ln deeply r..nxious thA.t P. true picture 

of PPlestine sheJ.l become ava.il:-.ble, both to those peo ple who hP:ve a. 

distored picture now e.nd to those who have given no thought to the problem 

up to the present time". 




