
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          83           29          1828 
 
 

Zionist Organization of America, Palestine Economic Bureau, 
1946. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February , 1946 

r. Dau ann~•-.. 1 Director 
~ ................... c Bureau 
ioni t r .1 tion of erica 

41 E. 42nd Street 
Yor 17, • I • 

• Tannenbauma 

l tte i I ce eo t 
r. Zu 

11:Le 1 t 
rin Trust L1 m:1 ted of Tel- vi v. 

l tor.,. 

t OU ul.d tak e 
ht ot be 

.ii eke 
t r. Szold, 

18 r to JOU. 

1 shes, I rma1o 

oat cordi 

• Sol 
=-=in co 1ic te 

SOU Seel the 
t I have ref ed. 

ours, 

• 



PALESTlnf Econom1c BUREAU 

DR . ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Pruidnir, Zionitr Org. of /\mer. 

OR. DAVID TANNE BAUM 

Bur,au D,.rtetor 

..... ,o 

Dr. Abbe Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
E. 106th St. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver& 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

41 East 42nd Street • MU 2-3205 • N w York 17 

February 13, 1946 

I have received the letter you sent me which was written 
to you by Mr. Zuckerman of the ·ar1ne Trust Ltd. Tel Aviv. 

e have had some previous correspondence in connection 
with this and I have been in consultation with Mr. Robert 

Szold on the matter. 

The Jewish Agency is doing sooething along these lines 
aXld the entire subject will be discussed at a meeting ot 
the mconomic Coordinating Committee which will be held this 
Friday. 

dt/c 

Sincerely yours, 

'x-'f~ _.___, ,,.,_.._..,.._..____ 

DAVID TANlmlNBAW 
Director 



PfllfSTlnf Econom1c BUREHU 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
41 East 42nd Street • MU 2-3205 • New Yor 17 

OR . ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
Pu,idtnr, Zion,u Org, of Amtr, 

OR. DAVID TANNENBAUM 
Bur,au Dir,ctor 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

De r Dr. Silvera 

. arch 13, 1946 

Your letter of ch 8th raises a point which is of con-
siderable importance. The edi tori 1 on the proposed loan to 
Britain was passed by Emanuel 1 eu..rna.nn before it appeared. I 
believe that Manson also knew about it, though I am not cer­
t .in of this. The difficulty a.rises out of the f ct that I, 
and perhaps others, have no way of knowing what the position 
of the Emergency Council is on such matters. 

I have recently approached the Department of Commerce 
asking them to take a f vorable positi o in requesting the 
Palestine government to unblock Sterling b lances held by 
American na.tione.ls in that country. his does not imply 
conversion rights. r:,ie first reaction of the Department 
is favorable and they are prepared to press the matter th 
the Departments of St te and Tre sury. 

However, now, before pursuing the matter further, I 
shall discuss it with Harry Sh piro, thou I have already 
t can it up with I euma.nn. I will e. preciate a -ny directions 
from you regardi this mRtter. 

dt/c 

Sincerely yours, 

~ , , a:..____...__,'-'L~P--•·-, 

DAVID T~~ ... , ..... ~BAW 
Director 



Dear Sirs 

P~STINl ECOi~0:.4IC BUREAU 
Zionist Organization of klerica 

41 E. 42 St. NY 17 
... ru 2 320s 

March 25th, 1946 

E~closed is a copy of the news release announcing the first post-war 
tour of Palestir~ arraP..ged by the Palestine Econooic Bureau of the ZOA, ir­
cooperation with TtVA. This trip will represent the inaugural flight of the 
rogular service bet ·,een !'ew York and Palestine. It is an historic occ sio:1 
brir..ei~..t; Jerusala~ within 36 flJir.g hours fro~ ew York. 

The Bureau has arr"t!'..eed in cooperation with tho Jewish Agency, for a 
conplete tour of Palestine. We will spend about 30 days in the countrr. 
Every opportunity will be given the visitors to see the renarkable develop­
rne1:t of Eretz Israel a.11.d to bacons ffiniliar with the vr:-,st econonic possib­
ilities resulting fron the expa_1ded econoriy of the Hooeland. 

Due to restricted acconodations. the trip will be limited to about 30 
industrialists and business oen. The round trip fare will be about ~1450 
( including federal taxes). Expenses in Palestine including hotels a __ d 
trips, will be about · 20 per day. 

We will leave l•.ew York in a TWA Constellation plane on April 26th and 
return about May 27th. 

In addition tv the fare charged by '!?IA, the Bureau will oa.ke an extra 
charge of $100 per person in order to cover in part the expenses incurred 
b .. - the Bureau in arra.1 ing the trip. 

Please give this announcame~t the widest publicity. You might be able 
to have your local paper publish the enclosed news release. In view of the 
li _ited ti~o before the trip, •it is necessary for a...~one interested to 
connun.icate with the Bureau AT o;.cm, either by phone - Mu 2 3205. or by 
wire. 'iile Bureau will be prepared to assist in securir. passports and 
nocessa.ry Yisas. 

dt/c 

encl. 

Yours very truly. 

"'J::-1;·_~ _<2-,,_ C~-v 
DAVID TANNENBAUM 

Director 
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--- n,,::i;, n,ruc "" n,11,i., n,,,no:m '1w , • .,, z,,i,~;~;, :r:)tni1 ------------- OF THE - -----­. ; 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
41 East 42nd Street • MU 2-3205 • New York 17 

DR . ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
Prn idtnt . Zionist Org, ol Am,r. 

OR . DAVID TANNENBAUM 
Burtau Dir,ctor 
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AIR;.AIL 

bba Hillel ilver, 
e ..:'emple, 

Clevel~nid., Ohio 

Dear Dr. s.:.1ver1 

. rel 27 , 1946 

I hc.ve just succeeded n conpleting the arrangements with 
m A for a flight to ·Alestine on t eir ne ervice v-hich the._r 

inaugurated to Caro . 

:Je are ple.nni to te..ke 30 businessoen on this tr.:.p . A 
tour of the country has been r ed . cooner .tion ·th the 
Je sh gency. ~e plan to sta i P~lest about 30 days, 
le ving here pril 25th d retu ~ 

esp te the very sort ti , e av lable ior r.g range-
cents, I believe th t e shall h ve v ry representative group 
of business men ho e seriously co ~idering nve ting funds 
in q_lesti • e and esta.bli ing business connections . ...he in­
direct results of thic trip, I believe, 11 e s beneficinl 

s the direct results, to alestine. 

A has greed to cell this trip the inaugural flight . 
• be round trip fqre will be about 1450 ( including federal 
tax) nd the hotel accomod tio. 0 and trips in niestine 11 
cost ~.bout 20 day . ,le are maki an extr ch r e of 100 
per person to defr y the costs incurred by the Bureau . 

• ere r.i ,y be some business men to who"n you ould want the 
Bureau to give preference . If there re such people , would 
you be good enough to let .e !mo 'I c-o thct e ccn co,nrnunic 0 te 
with he. . t o tee . 

I thin· it ould bo very help~ul if eh ve letter from 
you endorsing the trip, m1ich 1e could use for uublicity pur-
poses . I enclosin~ n draft h ch eight be acceptnble to .ou. 

dt/c 
encl . 

~ncerel:; yours , 

~ ~ --~ 
AVID . ffiA 

Director 
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r. vid TannenUGl,I-, Director 
Economic 
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wSTI EEC lOMIC BU AU 
4 East 42 Street 

e, Yor 17, N.Y. 

Frora: David Tannenbaum Date: A.ril 41 1946 

To: Harry Shapiro 

COUFIDEL TIAL 

At suggestion, 1r . Sid.~ey rloss met ,ith r. Sheucr, his friend , to 

discuss the posi tLJn of Pale5tin J in connection ith t. e ~ roposeci loan 

to Craat Britain. 1l.r. heuer was u mem.be of the merican ne otiating 

comnittee an0 S't in on all of the confe ences . r. Shsuer is a membe 

of ti.1e .t!.:thic&l Culture Grou.) and is not particularly interested in Pal­
estine or Zionisn. 

1) Palestine was not discussed during t.e con"'ere ces anr as entioned 

only once and that uniavora.bly, by or Ke;'Iles . The me icans t-.de no 

comment of any sort . 

2) Te British convinced t e Anerican ny arr nge.ents to be de 

dth the ,mpire or satellite countries a ritis "internal affairu and 

t ' erefore the matter of devalu tion or sc l1ng down of British iabili-

ties to tne mpi e, ill be dled exclusiv ly and :ithout interfe~ence 

by Amer ica, despite the effect t us nay hb.ve on urcha es in this country. 

3) The feeling amon6 the American negotiators st t t ere il be 

freein~ of at least a ortion of Sterling for exc. ange into dollars 
within the year after t~1e lo n go_es into effect, as tne loan agreement 

provides . 

4) The impressi n gained w s that t e American negotiators 
unfamili'"r vii th the problems of .t'alestine and the possible m 
Palestine for American "er..;handise hich could be purchased 
dollar balances accruing to P lestine. 

ere totally 
r et in 
ith the 

5) The impression as confirmed that tne State Department ~as not parti­

cularly anxious to expand American s ales in the iddle East . 

6) The uestion of blocked American accounts in Palestine was not discussed. 

7) lr . Sheue might be avai ab e for consultation provided specific inform­

ati•)n o problems ere to be discussed, though his luke rm tti tude to-

ards P lestine must be ta ~n imto consideration. 

copied 4/12/46 : .H 



PAlfSTlnf fCOnom1c BUREAU 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

41 East 42nd Street • MU 2-3205 • New York 17 

DR, ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
Prtiidtnt, Zioniat Ort, of Amtr. 

DR. DAVID TANNENBAUM 
Burtau Director 

10 

Dear Sir1 

Response to the first postwar Businessmen's Tour of 
Palestine by TWA plane has been most gratifying. Inquiries 
are coming in from all over the country. Our rolls are 
practically coopleted. However, we request that you con­
tinue to give the tour the widest possible publicity. 

The importance of the tour -to Palestine is graphically 
emphasized in a letter from Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Pres­
ident of the Zionist Organization of America, a facsimile 
copy of which we a.re enclosing. May we e.sk that you do 
whatever you can to have this letter inserted in your 
local press? 

We are also enclosing several copies of a flyer, which 
will fit into any envelope, describing the trip. We would 
highly appreciate your forwarding them t o businessmen who 
might be interested in joining the tour. 

We wish to stress again the vi ta.l time element in­
volved. Immediate response is imperative for those who 
wish to participate in this history-making tour so that 
arrallgements can be completed for passports and visas. 

dt/c 

Thanking you for your kind cooperation, we are 

Yours very truly, 

~ ,,a:~~....--...~ 
DAVID TANNENBAUM 

Director 

enels. 



)Ir. Darld Tannenbe.ua, Director 
Ecoaoaic Bureau 
Zionist Organization ot America 
41 l.ut ~ Street 
lew York, I. Y. 

y dear • Tannenbamu 

April 7, 1946 

l. How Shekolla receipt books have already been 
diatribllted by the ZOJ.? e have only three aore eeks 
tor the sale of Shekolla. 

2. There should be a quick check-up b telegram or the 
fifteen or twenty largest OO!IIII\Rl,1t1•• to learn hether 
the General Zioniata have alre o an.ind their 
S eltel Salee Coaitteea, and w t ore a ie being 
aade. 

3. Have e a field secretary peraanentl.3 stationed aow 1D 
Chicago, Philadelplda and Lo lllgelea who is devotillg 
hiaselt exclusively to th buaiDess or selling Shekolia 
thro h the General Zionists! If' not, th1 should be 
don• at oace. ThN• are .-e three larg ... oenten ot 
lniah population. I u particularq coracerned about 
Chicago, where ow ZOA forces are not nr,y atroag. It 

ht even be adnaable to send two aen into Chicago. 
Tiae ia ot the ea ence. 

With all ood lfiabea, I raain 

Moat cordially yours, 

.AHSaGR 



Charge lo tl,e account of------------------------------'-·--;:.-=.-:.-:.-:.-:..-_-_-:_-_- _- __ 
,I CL.'SS OF SEl!VICE DESIRED " 

WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1.:?06-
TELEGRAM OROINAR'I 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LmER 

5PECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM 

P•tront ahould check clNI of Mt'Vlce 
d......i : ot~.,.,, .. U.o m-c• .,u "-

trammitt.ed ua ~or A. N . WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARL TON J . C. WILLEVER 
""l\tw°f cabtes,u,. PRES IDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Send the f ollor.oin& telegram. ,ubjecl lo dae lemu on £a~ hereof. ~hlch arc he,J,JI agrwl lo 

NEN YORK CITY 
April 15, 1946 

CHECK 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

TIME FILED 

WANT A REPLY! 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

RE FLOWER PRESllJTATIOt VIEW YOUR ATTEN DANCE COON CIL ~EETING 18th. 

WILL ARB.Al .GE FOR PRES~TATION. YOU AND DR. ISE IN NEW YORK 1:45 PM 

COUNCIL OFFICE. PLEASE WIRE IF AGREEABLE. 

David Tannenbaum 

Recd. 12:20 PM 



PHLESTlnf Econom1c BUHEHU 

OR, ABDA HILLEL SILVER 
Pn,idmt, Zioni,r Org. ol Am,r. 

DR. DAVID TANNENBAUM 
Bur,au Dirtctor 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

41 East 42nd Street • MU 2-3205 • New York 17 

J'UDe 21.ste 194C 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The 'r•Ple, 
Cl.nelam, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silveri 

I had hoped to have au opportunity of seeing you again am to 
discuss in so• further detail the s1 'tuation in Pel.estill8 as a 
found 1 t, the N8Ul:ts of our -trip, am further plans of the Bureau. 
The last point nNds immediate attention. I have taken up thie 
matter 111 th the Inner OolllDi ttee and it teels that you should be 
eonsu.1ted. before ezr, definite steps are taken. I believe that 
this is of sufficient importance to warnmt-, coming to Cleve­
land, it 1ihia 11111 be most convaim tor you. I should lib to 
do this the early' part of next week it it tits into J'Our pla!lS. 

MeaJlllhi le I abould like to g1 ve rou a brief aJV111ar, of 'the 
aocompliebmenta of the Delegation in Palesti:ne. You will under­
stem, tb&t the projects indicated. below an in the im.tial 
stages and do not repreNnt confl'Ufflated programs. All of them 
however, have 8'dficient basis to warrant further expeJldi ture 
of time and effort on the part of the Bureau. ror maJQ" of the 
pro~ects. th• Bureau w able to font the mcleus of a group .,i,-,UM ~-•-~1 
with whom ~gotiations oa.n now proceed based upon the eddit16n-
al info111..-curec1 and the eontac'ta established in Palestine • ., 

1. The eatablisbment of a woolen plant 1n Palestine which 
would b&ndle fibre :trom its raw nate to the finished 
pn,duot. A group in Pale8tine is prepared to pa,rtio­
ipate financ'lall.J alld Ur. Ben JIili of Nathfl,l)1'a 1a pre­
pared to cooperate in providiJ:lg factorr apace in that 
ccemumit7. ts,000,000 - ta,000,000 1a iuolved. 

2. Arnma•ents were made with Solel Bon.eh to provide 
blocks of marble for •~rt to thia oountrr to be 
used primariJ.iror monmenta, SJD8COl\18 and Gburoll 
constrgotion. About $1,000,000 would be Nquired. 

3. Prellminarr negotiationa were \Uldertaken with Ur. 
P.okach of the municipelltr of Tel Aviv, look1.11g to­
ward the granting of a oonoeuion to oonatruct a 
gas plant in that oitr. Thia can be undertaken with 
joint Pu..stine-Amerioan capital elld Allerioan in­
stallations &Dd maneg,aeut. 

cont. 



Dr. Silver June 21.at, 1M6 

•• Step• wre taken to mobilize aublRantial •ouata of iuti­
tutional mone7 to pron.de low cost, long term mort&ec• 
fw:ld.s for bouainc• If W.• materiallus, t10, ooo, 000 -
t•,000,000 will become available. 

&. Two ••bere of the Group, e2:l)erienced in the hotel business, 
an 1n aoti ve negotiation for the parchase and construction 
of hotels in Haifa and Tiberiu. Ueneg-.mt would be Amer­
ican. No outside cepitel will be required. tsoo,ooo -
t,00,000 is involved. 

,. Ou ••ber of the Group agreed to fi nece the export of 
Neda and. flower bulbs to tbia oountr,. He is prepared to 

. inve.t ll00,000 in thia project. 

'1. Several ._bers of the Delegation repn•nthg the Greek -
Sephardic c"wo11ni t7 here, took the iD1 ti&l steps looking 
towards the aettl.811ent of 100 - 200 of their compatriots 
in Palestine. 'l'he7 and thel-r associates in this oountrr, 
would provide the neces88,J'J 1\mda. ~-nta "" 
made rith the Agenc7 to el.locate oertitioates to these 
people, when certificates are available. A leading mem­
ber of this group anfortunatel.1' took aeriously 111 in 
Paleatim end the project will therefoN have to be 
carried. through fn,m this end. An initial some of mone7, 
about t50,000, waa immediatelt 1ilade available for uee 
to aid new Greek immigrants. 

a. A limited maber of items, exportable to the imted States, 
were found b7 members of the Delegation. Duri~ the first 
week since our return, an initial order wae secur.ed bJ one 
of our Group residing in Michigan. 

9. One m•b•r ot the Delegation, president ot the lead1ng 
laundr,. and linen suppl.7 semco in the United Stat••• 
since hie return, has arranged tor two individuals to go 
to Palestine loold.q towards the ena.blishMnt of a 
modern l aand'7 and linen aupply aervioe in Tel Ariv and. 
Haifa. An investment ot appromatel71100,000 - t1eo,ooo 
is imrolved 1n each cw. 'l'he Bureau is arranging for 
their transportation and rlau. 

Every m•ber of t 1B Delegation felt that 1 t wu nece•sal'T to 
imreue the investments ot American .Tewa 1n Palestine. 'lhey all 
felt that 'this ft8 the proper time to launch an effort of sutticient 
importance to attract leed.1111 buainea•en and to carrr the full 
weight of American 1ewr, in Palestine, it wu felt that a min.ilna 
of f25,000,000 would be required for this purpo•• I have det1n-
1te BQ11estions as to how this 1111.gbt be done which I should like 
to diacuss w1 th JQU peraonal 17. 

I feel that the Bureau ought to undertake certain ef'tons 
lookin& towards mobil.ising important buine•••• botht lewiab am 
non-1eriah, to exert pressure upon t.he goYel"llllent to persuade 1 t 
to intervene with the PaJ.eetine authorities to elimiiaate cli■crim­
ination a&ainst American businesa. I feel that one of the effects 

oont. 



Dr. Silver J'une 21, 194a 

in Palestine would be an o~rl.7 reduction in the cost of living 
which is eaaential if' the econOllio position 1n Palestine is not 
to be seriouel.7 impa1Nd. 

It is mr f'eeli:ag that the aotivitie• of the Bureau should DOW 

be expended.. Por the coming rear, our maJor interest 1n addition 
to oaff7ing on our normal routine work, should be in three di~ 
ections. 

1. rosteriDg the establisbmem of branch factories. 

2. Organizi111 an economic and 1.ndltatrial emibit. 

3. Oreati11g an investment comp&J:11' as indicated above. 

~se are some of the •tters I should like to discus• w11ih 
you. I would. appreciate it tt 7ou could let me know either bJ 
phone or wire, when it will be possible tor 1ou to aee me. 

Iind•at regards. 

dt/o 

~DH~~~---•'-• __ .-0_ . .. •-• ~L----

DAVID TAHNmNBAOU 
&ireotor 

-/~ OL~ 

,;l!:>- 9nz461Jfi-;r0. 

TA. 7- 7.5,-.b-'f 



Dr. David Tannenbaum 
Palestine Economic Bureau 
Zionist rganization of America 
41 Eat 42nd Street 

ew York 17, .Y. 

Dear Dr. Ta.nnenb s 

he Industrialists' and Businessmens' tour of P lestine which 
the Palestine Economic Bureau is conducti , is truly an historic 
event. I e.nt to take this op'1ortuni ty of conP ratulati you on 
launching it, and those far-seeing ndividuals in the business 
world on their participation in it. 

e tour will acco )lish much, I am sure, to cement the ties 
h ch bind erica to Eretz Isr .el. It will open up new viz:tas 

of cooperetion. ~ e flow of commerce hich I hope 11 ensue f ro. 
this first post-:'l air tour of t e Holy d cannot help but 
benef it both eric .n business and alest e industry. 

The tour of the a.lestine Econo .:l:c Bure u, highlighti the 
feet that Jerusalem ~ now less than two d from r e Yor. by pl ne, 
e~phasizes P .lestine's eogr phic i mport e heno enal 
industrial and co ercial growth of t he Y huv in the past dee de 
and the me.gnificent contributions to the ar effort ell justify 
the confidence of Americen businessmen in lestine's continued 
economic develop1ent. & is A.~eric -P lestiLe cooperation will 
provide ample opportunity f or constructively absorbing many 
thousands of t b.e new immigrants ho will rri ve in the Ho.-,eland • 

. y best wishes for productive and ple sant vis t. 

Sincerely yours, 




