
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          84           29          1840 
 
 

Zionist Organization of America, American Jewish Conference, 
1946. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• 

• 

• 

The rolloving was moved•• the sentiment• or the ZOA with ref­
erence to the American Jeviah Conference1bf the Bxeeut1v at it■ 
meeting Peb. 11, 19461 

CHAIJIIAN SILY.IR1 ••••• I think the arguments 

have been adequately preeented from both aides; I would like 

to just aay this one words when tbie 11&tter vae diecussed at 

our last meeting ve all that the AJC represents for ua 

Zionists at this time a source or great strength; that we ooul1 

not afford to liquidate at this time or to endanger at th11 

time. because aa Judge Rothenberg clearly 1ndic&ted, we &re 

in the midst of all of our d1ff1oult1ea. Ve are ins far more 

aer1oua criaie today in certain department• of our international 

a1tuat1on than ve were two or three years ago. Why just at thia 

good stead and ha.a been helpful, d begin to undermine 1ta 

preatige by giving the auggeation to the community ss a vhole, 

Jev or non-Jew that it 1s being liquidated! rlh&t hA.ve veto 

gain by it? And vhat is the urgency? 

If •11 that you aay, Dr. Goldstein, and cogently 

have aald, and those who feel as you do, 1a true, vhy must it 

be done just nov, in Pebruary 1946? We c hink about a perms-

nent oonference in October, or next year. It may vell be with­

in 90 or 100 dliya ve vill face auch & world Jewish situation ae 

the report of the Inquiry, and that ve will be looking around 

ror buttreaaea and eourc e or additional atrength . 
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I carJllot understand th statesmanship vhich 

dictates that at this particular time, meeting in this 

critical hour, we should announce to the Americ&n Jewish 

public thP.,t this t'lne 1nstrun1ent h1ch Ame tcan JEwry bas 

creeted, whic· r€pre~ent s ny fine r an~zat1ona and ao 

n,.a.n~r rn llion.~ or our J' ws, that we are going to liquidate 

1 t, and some <.lAy we w:tll try to ee elop e. perrne.nent Amer1c&n 

J~w'it h C _n.fe11e cs. 

My own feol_ng 1 that the aetton vh1ch was 

ta.ken by our body A. t the la.st e€ t • 1~ a vise action and 

weekend with the that we ~.hou1 . ;: to the 

1. dee. ft!'~ t of a, l 1 to di ... cuss •• ea t problel118 confronting 

J"ew-1. h 11.r~ at the mom.en.,; and t o arrive ac certain dec1stone 

hAt we v11 arr:.vo at; and tl6n, adjourn and awa.1t for the 

n .xt sumnoning , r ·his Confe:rence w-1ti l such t 1me a.a 1 t 1a 

crysta .. c enr U'' th t tho purposeB of t hts Confettence 

he. ,e been dequ~tely ser ed n d that we ehould nov be 

thinking f a new :tns t1•· nnentiali t. • 

Ce ~lin :1 a .i.. size up the Je.;tsh ~1tuation 

this ts n t the time fo1• ru y s uch act·· on, and we Zionists a tan 

mo~t to lo~e, and ")_ t tng t:, gr, in a u is moment bJ taking 

the kind o a.ct·o11 that is suggested 1..n that resolution or the 

Interim Comm1tte. That a my judgment, friends. 
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521 Fifth Avenue 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road & E. 105 St. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Phone MUnay Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

June 11, 1946 

We are now in the process of compiling the proceedings 
oft~ Third Session. In preparing ma terial for the printer, 
we have gone over the stenotypis1!s transcript of the address 
which you delivered at that session and have sought to correct 
all typographical errore. 

:Before sending it on to the printer, ~e a.re submitting two 
copies of the speech to you - one in tended for your own use 
and one which ,we would ask you to check at your earlieat con­
venience and return to us as soon as possible. 

In order to have the r ecor a.ccura te • may we call to your 
attention the fact that t he Crum s tatement {Page 7). as given 
by the JTA of February 18th, dif'fer e somewl:s.t from the version 
which appears in our transcript. The JTA quotes Crwn as followsl 
•There is a very great emergency in the sense that unless the 
settlements are cleared out and people permitted to rehabilitate 
their lives. we will have mass suicides. Or they may try to fight 
their way to Palestine." Would you be good enough to check this? 

Your cooperation in ma.king the necessary corrections will 
be greatly appreciated. 

RH:md 
Enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

~o~ 
Ruth HerslJna.n 

TH■ IHTDIM COICMln'IIB WAI DTABLISHBD IY fflB DIILBGATBS OP THI! AMDICAN 
JBWJSH CONPDIINCII IN Nff YOllK, IBPT. 2. J 943, TO IMPLEMENT m aBSOLUTION5 
ON: '1118 allSCUII OP I\JaOPBAN Jn&Y; '1118 UGlffl AND ffATUS OP JBYI IN THE 
,orr.w,u woau,; 111■ IIGHTI OP TH■ JIWISII PIOPU Wl'nl UIPBCT 10 PAL11111N■ 



I CU.SS Of SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WESTERN ' DOMESTIC CABLE CHECK 
1207 

$ T(L(GRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGEt T 
LETTER RATE ACCOU NTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON s 
NIGHT NIGHT 

LETTER LETTER 

P~trons should check c.lua of aerv,c.1 TIME FILED 
d.,ml, oth.,.,..,se the m .... c,, WIii be • f lnnam11tod aa a ulqnm or 

A. N . WILLIAMS, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD JOSEPH L. EGAN, PRESIDENT ordinary ublesn,m. 

Send the following telegram, ,ub}ecl to the lemu on back hereof, which are herebg ag,ud to 

Pfua ___ e_r_._Y_o_r_k __ . _Y_ . ______ ~-:-----------------

Sender'$ name and address 
(For r~Jcrence only) 

Siver 

&nder • s telepho~ 
number 



• David R. Wahl 
American Je ah Conference 
521 Fifth Avenue 
Ne York, • I. 

dear Davids 

Thank you for your kind letter or Sep 
read w1 t.h great interest. 

SeptEIDber 2, 1946 

er 23, ch I 

I do ho e, of course, to see • all ce t the tiret oppor-
tuni ty - if on]3 to p~ m:/' tribute to a v oour eous 
Th t e evening - the Fr1dq I s in asb1ngton - • 
Haz egan called. Be apologized th t he s so busy all da1' 

th the una:x:pected events that he eoiil.0 ot get around any 

• 

earlier to call me. Be eel to to over the telephone 
but I told him that I \10Uld be glad to over the next dq 
in order to see him. He said th the e l v1n for Chicago 
e ~ in the momin to attend som v portent f\mction but 
ur ed. me to et in touch with him en I 1n ashington next 
and he will clear his calendar to have a talk th me. I hope 
to be in nshingtan sometime next eek. The more pressure that 
is kept on, the more frui ti'ul. may our conversation prove. 

I s veey much interested in your conver ation 
Lasld. I feared as much and, as you kno , I 

1th all od shes for a very Ha py e Year, I r ain 

o st cordiall.7 yours, 

.AHS:GR 
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existence. 

From March 1946 issue of THE RECORD 



liss 1\lth Hershman 
erican J • sh Conference 

5 Pitth .lvenu 
e York 171 • Y. 

tbi 

ov er 1 , 19 6 

the o th 
o. the 

t e tor 
• I t 

rial. 10r _ .. _ 

I uosa1o........,. that by no e roc~~IA. 
bllsh • It , • I ~uld apnr ecia 

COP, Of it. 

t cord.1 you , 




