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-SUITE 600 

From: RABBI ARTHUR J. LEL YVELD 41 Ea t 42nd Str t • U 2-3205 • w York 17 

To: 

Subj ct: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Date: September 4, 1946 

Fabbi 1 ouis I. Newman called me 1 ast week to tell me that he fully 
supports our position vis-a-vis other Zion· st spokesmen, and that 
he is eager to cooparat e with you in every wa pcs sible . 

He asked me to convey these sentiments to you . 

Cordi al regards • 

AJLsrl 



UDlti Arlmr J. Wl,w14 
c ... 1,1ee oa tJnl'7 for Pal••"-• 
41 Ju, G l\rMI 
•ew Tork 17, •· t. 

lepMIINr ao. 1946 

I haw noetft4 oepy of yov le\,a to Dr. Stlwr 
wad.•1• 10v n•ipa\10ll u Dlreour of u.. Co "'''-• 
oa Ual'7 fer Pal••lt.u. 1, oo•• •• • 11Dp].••-, nrprt• u • 'Moaue I had. M17 0011Dlecl o• 70v ooD,tnt.nc le 
dtno, ,at• work. 

It 7our N •1patt.o• t.1 ._ lo per •11111 n•••• ea4 
l• inewoal,le, I ca 01111 rqre, 1, bul U 1, reneo,a 
ata,1Tl- in yov lda4 recu,U.q 1M tatve podt!oa of 
\Id.a ao\tfl'1 wi\ht.a ~ fr••wrk of \be IO.l "8-cr•. I 
w-14 lllaa lo He llMt aa,tar llareebed. ou\ N17 .ton 
llfflac 7our redpalloa aoNd. 11poa. You ... do• a Y&\11-
•l• pteee ef work wlltch ta .• I - mn, Ml7 appreoiawcl. 

Wt.Ill Jdn4 npr4a an4 ltee\ wiable for ,. •• Year, ....... 

a/K 



Commillee on UNITY FOR PALESTINE 

DR. FELIX A. L EVY 

Chairnzan 

N ATHAN STRAUS III 
Vice-Chairman 

RABBI ARTHUR]. LELYVELD 

Executi'lle Director 

RABBI }EROME UNGER 

Field Director 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th & Ansel Rd . 
0leveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW Y □ Rt'i 17. N. Y. 

Oct ober 8, 1946 

The Annual Convention of the Zionist Organi zati on of Amer i ca 
will take pl ace October 25th-29th in Atlantic Ci ty, N. J . at 
the Hotels Breakers and St . Charles . I ant to urge you most 
str ongly to make every effort t o be present at thi s most im
portant Convention of the Z .O. A. in what ie perhaps the most 
c r ucial per iod of our movenent . 

The Convention Committee has assured t he Committee on Unity, 
of time during the Convention progr , for a consideration of. 
our wok, reports on the ye r's activi ties , and discussion and 
consideration of program and possibili ties f or the future . 
Since this will have been the first opportuni ty ince the 
last convention for all of our key r epresentatives and com
mittee members to get together f or such a meeting , I am urging 
you not only to be present a t the Convention but to take part 
i n our ommittee d.eliber t ions . 

e will have ab ief meeting on the Sunday morning of the Con
vention for a report of or activi ties, and a longer meeting 
on onday morning for a.n ade~uate discussion of our whole pro
gr and our future plans . Rabbi Lelyveld and R."!\.bbi Unger are 
eagerly looking looking forward to meeting with you and having 
the benefit of your counsel and advice . 

ay I again urge you tom a every effort to attend? 

1th cordial re ards and b st wishes for the ew Year, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

FAL : rl 
Dr . Felix A. L vy 
Chairman 

A ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO FOSTER UNITED JEWISH ACTION 
ff For th• immigration of Jew■ into Pale■tine. I For the right to build a Jewish majority 
in Pale■tine. I For the right to e■tabllah, with full freedom for all lnhabitanta, a 

Democratic J•wlah Commonw.altb in Pal•■Hn•. 



Committee on UNITY FOR PALESTINE 

Dtt. F ELIX A. LEVY 

Chairman 

NATHAN S TRAUS III 
V ice-Chairman 

RABBI ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

Executive Director 

RABBI JEROME U NGER 

Field Director 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORlt 17 . N. Y. 

AIR . IL SPECIAL DELI -.JRY 

October 14, 1946 

In view of the fact that Rabbi .Arthur Lelyveld will cease to be 
Executive Director of the Committee on Unity on Octc.ber 31st , I 
am naturally concerned over the status and future of the Commit
tee and nzy- association with it . I am eager to continue serving 
this cause which has achieved so mu.ch in the last two years under 
Rabbi Lelyveld ' s leadership. 

You wil l a{;ree , I am sure , that the status of the Committee should 
be defined as soon as -,Jossible so that those of us engaged in its 
work may have a clear Ullder standing of the direction in which we 
are going . For several neeks I have been planning a tour of the 
Southeast Region to begin on l ovember 2nd. I am averse to cancel
ing this t r ip , and similarly averse to being absent from my 
office in the first days of whatever new arrangements nm.st be 
made occasione1. by F.aobi Lclyveld• s resignation. I t is because of 
tnis that I seek your advi ce and guidance . I hope that I may hear 
from you as soon as possible. 

I am sending a co:9y of this letter to Dr . Emanuel Neumann, and I 
am asking him for an ap})ointment in order to discuss the whole 
matter at lengt h . 

With warm regards , I am 

JU:hsl 

Sincerely yours , 

Rabe ~ : 
Fiel d Director 

A ZIONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO FOSTER UNITED JEWISH ACTION 
ff For the immigration of Jews into Palestine. If For the right to build a Jewish majority 
in Palestine. ff For the right to establish, with full freedom for all inhabitants, a 

Democratic Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 



From: RABBI ARTHUR J. LEL YVELD 

To: Dr. 'il ver 

Subj ct: 

ESTI 
UI £ 

l Ea t 42nd Str l • -320S • Yor 17 

Da October 16, 1946 

n idea occurred to me le.s t night hich is es entially simple ·but .1ich I am nrol'Il}?ted to sub ·t to you becau3e I ve not seen or heard it ex ressed before and because it seems to me that it has - otentialities. 

It involves the use of the Intern·itional Court of Ju~tice rovisions i the nited ations Charter in a manner that would bri~ our government to the int of either accepting or rejecting a demand from us for positivo action on the question of Palestine. It ould also provide the most effective kind of public relations press e against Great Britain. 

This is the substance of ~ proposal: 

I. e call attention to the fact that under Chapter IV, Article 92 of the U ited l·tions Charter, the International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations and its statute is an inte al art of the rter. 
II. e note that un~er Chapter 2, rticle - oft t St tute, the comnetence of the Court extends to all le al disputes concerni 11 t e existence of any: fact, wnich, if established, would constitute a bre2ch of int rnational o ligations. 11 ,e note further that the Court is to decide such di utes on the basis of international convention d "the ge eral rinciples of 1 re o nized by civilized nations, 11 and that the Court, under rticle 65 of the statute, 11 r:ay c ive an advisory o~inion on any legal question at the re~uest of hatevcr boy may be authorized by or i accordance with the Charter of the United I tions to make such a re e!:::.t. 11 

III. e call attention to the eYistence of a valid international co vention existi between the United States and Great Britain known as the American-British Palestine Con ention of December 3, 1924. 

IV. e hold that this convention has been violated i n several instances by Great Britain, and that it is at ) resent being i&nored by Great :Britain in violation of her international obligations. e note that the convention incorporates the League of .rations !ml.date for Palestine :i ic;.1 reco izes the aut1 ori ty of the Lee; , of ... aticns, and that the Per neut ndates CorJ?,ission of the Lec1 e of ati '.) ns has already r- ed on Great Britain• ·3 violatio of her obligations under that ~ndate. In t is co!l •• ection, we c 11 attentio-1 to Article 3? of the tatute of the Int .rnational Court of Ju3~ice w:1ich reads: 11 ,Tnenevor a treaty or convention i force provides. for ~e-erence of amtter to a bri~al to ha~e beon instituted by th~ Le e of a.tions ••• the matter shall, aswbot ~eo. n _ties to the nresent St1.tute, be re~erred to the Inte~na.~io 1 Court of Justice." 

V. e also note t'h~t . in ticle 80 of the United aticns ~rter, nrov1s1on is ma.de to prevent alteration 11 ·n y manner" of 11 the rit,\,ht \7hatsoever of any states or a y peoples or the terms of e~isting i ternationaJ. instruments to C' members o_ the n • ted l a ti ns y respectively be -oarties." 



VI • . e bel ieve that the fore oi 
deraa.nding : rovides uz ith an irrefutable case for 

a . That the xecutive o_ the United States Gov rnment i::ln.l i mm diatoly inform Great Britain of her desire to bri· • t1is r:atter before the Int erna tional nourt of Justice , or failing Great Britain' s assent to this , shall se k an visory opinion from the Inter tional Co t of Justice L the event that reat :Sri tain shall continue to violate and/or i,..11ore the provisions of the .American-:9ritish Palestine Convention of 1924. 

b . t • 4 the e·,ent that Great Britain shall , • thin n. sl;)ecified period, fail to act on this request , we demand tlk~t the Executive of the United States Government shall take the initiative in accusing Great Britain of a treatv violation and in usi. such recourse as we ma.· have to the International Court of J~stice . 
I believe this idea has the followi!lg uoints of merit : 

1 . It has the virtue of being concrete. We would ask the ited States to inform Great Britain of its desire to bri~ P befo ... e the Int,rna tional Court of Justice the tter of the violation o~ an internat i onal obligation to which the United States is a party. 

2 . It is founded not on the 
British are ai'etII]t to make the 
the roper context of the tter , 
sound legal case on • Lich v,e base 

issue of the status auo in Palestine , .. ich the 
center of all negotiations today, but rather in 

ely , the inr1ediate historic bac round and the our claim to Pales tine. 

3 . It oLlld provide a specifiJ;t demand for reasonable , concrete action which we collld make to our government as a 7ublic test of the ~i~cerity of the statement and uromises which have been g iven to us by the ad.mini tration. 

I am understandably eager to ear your reaction to the foregoing, and I shall a reciate an op7ortunity to talk with : ou abo t it. 



DOIS HI D~RI 

Put 5t•....Will9 B*ks RABBI ELMEl 1£RG£1l, &,ecutiv• Direc

tor of the AM£1\ICAl'I COUNCIL FOi\ 

JUDAISM, told a Pittsburgh audience. 

l4rom th• Pittsburgh Sun

._,...._., 1e\eqraph, Oct. I I, ICJ~\ 

In Their W•Y 
OPPOSES PBESJDEN't 

A Million _, a Hall 

Homeless Jews L,ok to Palesti• 

Dr. Berger said his group was 

partially opposed to President 

Truman's recent letter to England 

on the Palestine situation. He said 

the President implied a partition 

of Palestine to allow a Jewish 

state. He added: 

"We approve of the section 

calUnl on nations of the wortcl to 

take in 415Placed persons 

Hear What Our President 5ays: 

The Government and peOPle ol the United States 

have given upport to the concept ol a Jewish national 

home in Pale tine ever since the ter'tnination ol the 

first World War, which resulted in the {reeinll. ol a 

larll,e area ol the Near East, includinll, Palestine, and 

the establishment ol a number ol independent state• 

which are now ,nembers ol the United ation•• The 

United States, which contributed it• blood and re• 

source• to the winninll, ol that war, could not divest 

itsell ol a certain responsibility for the ,nanner in 

which the (reed territorie were disposed ol, or for 

the {ate ol the peoples liberated at that time- It took 

the position, to which it till adhere , that the e peo• 

pie should be prepared !or ell-11,overntnent and al o 

that a natiortal l,otne !or'the Jewi h people bould be 

e tabli bed in Palestine. I atn happy to note that ,no t 

ol the liberated people• are now citizen• ol independ· 

ent countries. The Jewish national home, however, 

ha• not as yet been {ully developed. 

Palestln• Entl'Y favored 

lt i only natural, therefore, that thi Government 

bould favor at this time the entrf into Pale tine of 

con iderable number ol di placed Jew• in Europe, 

not only that they ,nay !ind shelter there but al o that 

they ,naY contribute their talent and enerll,ie• to the 

upbuildinll, ol the Jewi b national home-

Mite,.,,_ 
CIIIITTEE II IIITY FIi PALEITIIE. 41 Eat 

"I 1,elleve, however, the Presi

dent showed bad taste when be 

asked En1land to admit 100,000 

persons into Palestine 1,efore the 

political situ a tlo n was cleared 

there and before this country 

could aid the situation.'' at 

Judaism is a religion and not a 

political creed- He added: 

''We believe the salvation of 

Jews Ues not in herdinl the• into 

one compact plot of \and, but in 

encouraclnl the stru11le for equal 

ri1hts. for individual Jew. all over 

the world." 

,,,,,,,,,.,. This 

Negatire a.,,,. .. 

~a 

Positire 
Jewis/1,,... 

42llllbat.llltl '11w Yn 17, LY. 



Commillee on UNITY FOR PALESTINE 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

DR. FELIX A. L EVY 

Chairman 

DR. DAVID POLISH 

Ca-Chairman 

NATHAN STRAUS, Ill 

January 14, 194? 

RABBI ARTH UR ]. LELYVELD 

Vice-Chairmen 

RABBI JEROME UNGER 

Executive Director 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The I'emple 
E. 105th and Ansel Rd ., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

De-9.r Dr . Silver : 

ubi Arthur J . Lelyveld , ,.,ice- hairman of the Com.,. it tee on 
Unity for Palestine, an,;i formerly -.c,xecutive Director, has 
accepted an inv·t.atlon of the Cleveland Chapt __,r of tr.e . ✓ ri
can Jewish Comr!ittee to Qd ress it~ meetin on February 10th 
on the subj ect of "Zionism.' I have cleared this matter with 
the American Zi0nist Emergency Council ho feel that rot only 
would Lis address be acceptable but most desirable . 

I thought that you wo,1ld 1 ike to know in advance about Rabbi 
Lelyveld I s co:'"!ling to Cleveland. 

ith warm ree- 1d~ .md preetings , I am 

JU: hsl 

Sin erely yours , 

~l~ ~--,.,, 
ha.bt{Jj erome Un -er { -
Executive uirec or 

A ZlONIST-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO FOSTER UNITED JEWISH ACTION 
f For the immigration of Jews into Paleatine. For the right to build a Jewiah majority 
In Palestine. For the right to establish, with full freedom for all inhabitants, c 

Democratic Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 

___. 

• 1110 




