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PUBLISHED B y T H E JEWISH 

VOL. XIII NO. lDO (28th year) 
(SECTION II) 

"/ednesday. Lay 1, 1946. 

TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY 
106 EAST 41st STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

FULL TEXT OF THE RCC01.:?.iENDATIOl~S OF THE AFGLO-Ai.ERICAN IFQUIRY COHUITTEE 

··ASiIIEG'rON, April 30 (JTA) -- The full text of the recomrnendo.tions of the Anglo
American Committee of Inquiry on Palestine deals with va~ious aspects of the Palestine 
problem, as well as with the problem of the Jewish refugeeo in Europe. It is divided 
into ten sections, each dee.ling with a particular phase and containing an explan
ation ot the basis on which each recommendation is mt\de. The text reads o.s follows a 

THE EUROFEAH PROBIEll: 

Recommendation do. 1: r,E HAVE TO REPO!tT TFAT SUCH U:FORrJATION AS 'dE RECEIVED 
ABOUT COUUTRIES 0TJ.IEt1 TFAN PAIESTIHE GA\'E ao HOFE OF SUBSTANTIAL ASsrsw:cE n ; FIED
IlTG IiOIES FOR JEUS :n::SHIIIG OR IMIELIED 'rO IEAVE EUROFE. 

BUT I-AIESTIUE ALOI-IZ CANFOT MEET THE EI.iIGRATION NEEDS OF THE JE·.nsn VICTII:S OF 
lAZI Al· D FASCIST PERSECUTION: T[E HHOLE VTOI ~ID SIIA.TtES RESFOl:SIBILITY FOR THEI'I AND 
IUDEED FOR THE RESET'rlEiEl\T OF ALL "DISPLA.C~D IERSOl'S, 11 

YiE Tl::EREFORE RECOI.:.END THAT OUR GOVEffiiEiJTS TOGETHER, AUD IlT ASSOCIATION ".iITH 
OTHER COID!TRIES, SHOULD E1'!DEAVOR Uii.'EDIATELY TO FilJD NEn HOl ES FOR ALL SUCH 
"DIS PI.ACED FERSors", IRRESFECTIVE OF CllliED OR i;ATIOVALITY, 'i1iOSE TIES .dITE l 'IIE IR 
FORI\ER COl 1 :J1JITIES HAVE BEEN IRREPARABLY BROKEN. 

TIIOUGI-i EMIGRATIOlJ HILL SOLVE TEE FROBIEI,:S OF SOlIB VICTii.~ OF PE SE CUTI OH, THE 
OVER~·lliELl.IING i.AJORITY. n~·cLUDING. CONSIDER.ABIE 1'ITJ!;'iBER OF JE~/S, .iILL CONTINUE TO LIVE 
Ir EURO FE. ·.JE RECOI:I?:!El D T!iliREF'ORE Tl!.AT OUR GOVERITI:iEI:TS ENDEAVOR TO SECURE THAT 
I Il'.'EDIATE Er,FECT IS GIVEl'T TO THE PROVISIOlJ OF THE UliITED lJATIOtS CH.AHTER CALLING FOR, 
"UNIVERSAL RESPECT FOR AHO OBSERVANCE OF, HUI.:A:i: RIGH'l'S AHD FUNDAIEN'l1AL FREEDOI,:S FOR 
ALL WITHOUT DISTiiICTION AS TO RACE, SEX, LAHGUAGE, OR RELIGION." 

CO~i:i.EUTt In recommending that our Governments, in e.ssooiation with other 
countries, should endeavor to f'ind new homes for "displaced persons," we do not 
suggest that any eountry should be asked to make a permanent change in its immigration 
policy. The conditions, whioh we have seen in Europe, ~re unprecedented, and so un
likely to arise a£;ain the.t we are convinced that special provision could e.nd should be 
made in existin~ imrni.Gration laws to meet this unique and peculiarly distressin~ 
si tuo.tion. Furthermore, wo believe that much could be accomplished • particularly 
in regard to those "displaced persons," includin~ Jewe. who have relatives in 
countries outside Europe - by a relaxation of administrative reculations, 

(Continued on next page) 
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Our investigations have led us to believe that a considerable number of Jews 
will continue to live in most EurCJpean countries. In our view the mnss emigration 
of all European Jews would be of service neither to the Jews themselves nor to Europe• Every offort should be made to enable the Jews to rebuild their shattered commuru.-
t,l-:'S 1 :rhile permitting those Jews, vrho wish to do so, to emigra. te. In order to 
achieve this, restitution of Jevdah property should be effected as soon as possible• Our investigations sho·wed us tha.t the Governments chiefly concerned had for the most 
part already passed legislation to this end. A real obstacle, hovrever, to individual restitution is that the e.ttompt to give effect to this legislation is frequently a cause of active anti-Semitism. We suggest that, for the reconstruction of the 
Jewish comm nities, reGtitution of their corporate property, oither through 
reparations payments or throueh other means, is of tho first importance, 

Nazi occupation has left behind it a legacy of anti-Semitism. This cannot be 
combated by legislation alonee The only really effective c.ntidotes a.re the enforce
ment by each Government of guaranteed civil liberties and equal r1.ghts, a pro~ram 
or education in the positive principles of democracy, the sanction of a stronc world 
public opinion - combined with economic recovery and stability. 

REFUGEE n .a.ITGRATIOIJ IlITO PAIESTINE 

R~cowwndation No, c: \JE REC0?.11,END (A) TLAT 100 ,ooo CERTIFICATES BE AUTHORIZED IMJEDlATELY FOR T:IE ADMISSION INTO PAIESTINE OF JEHS WHO HAVE BEEN THE VICTI1~ OF 
NAZI A11D FASCIST FERSECUTIOlh (B) THAT TlZSE CERTIF' ICATES BE :A.WARDED AS FAR AS 
POSS IBlE IN 1946 AND THAT ACTUAL IMMIGRATIOW DE Fl1SHED F'ORUARD AS RAPIDLY AS 
CONDITIOWS 'WILL FERMIT. 

COMUEHT1 The bumbor of Jewish survivors of Mazi and Fascist persecution vrith 
whom we have to deal far e:rneeds 100 ,COO; indeed t here are more than that number 
in German~, Austria and Italy alone. AlthouGh nearly a year has paesed sinee their 
liberation, the majority of those living in Germany and Austria are still llving 
in assembly centers, the so-called "camps," island communities in the midst of those at whose hands they suffered ao rm.ich. 

In their interests and in the interests of Europe, the centers should be closed and their camp life ended. Most of them hnve coc;en-t reasons for wishing to leave 
Europe. lany are the sole survivors of their families e.nd few have any ties binding 
them to tho countries in which they used to live. 

Since the end of hostilities, little has been done to provide for their re
settlement elsewhere. Inmigration laws and restrictions bar their entry to most 
countries and much time must pass before such le.ws and restrictions ce.n be altered 
e.nd effect given to the alterations. Some cnn ~o to countries where they have 
relatives; others nay secure inclusion in certain quotas. Their number is 
comparatively small. 

He know of no country to which the great majority can go in the immediate 
future other than Faleatine. Furthermore that is where almost all of them want to 
go. There they are sure that they will receive a welcorrD denied them elsewhere. 
There they hope to enjoy peace and rebuild their lives. 

:lo believe it is essential that they should be given an opportunity to do so at 
the earliest possible tine. Furthermore we he.ve the assurances of the leaders of' the 
Jewish Agency that they will be supported and oared for. 

·ie recommend the authorization and issue of 100,000 certificates for these 
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reasons and pace.use we feel that the1.t· immediate issue will have a most salutary 
effect upon the whole situation. 

In the a.warding of these certificates priority should as far as possible bo 
given to tho~e in the centers, and to those liberated in Germany and Austria who are 
no longer in the centers but remain in those countries. Vie do not desire that other 
Jewish victims who wish or will be impelled by their circumstances to leave the 
countries where they now are, or that those who fled from persecution before the 
outbreak of war, should be excluded. We appreciate that there will be difficulty in 
decidinc questions of priority, but none the less we urge that so far as possible 
such a system should be adhered to, and that, in applying it, primary consideration 
should be ~~ iven to the aged and infirm, to the very younc and also to skilled \·1ork
men whose services will be needed for many months on work rendered necessary by the 
large influx. 

It should be made clear that no adva.nta~e in the obtaining of n certificate is 
to be gained by migrating from one country to another, or by entering faleGtine 
illegally. 

Receiving so large a number will be a heavy burden on Palestine. 1"fe feel sure 
that the authorities will shoulder it and that they will have the full cooperation of 
the Jewish Agenoy. 

Difficult problems will confront those responsible for organizing and carrying 
out the movezoont. The nany organizations - public and private - working in Europe 
will certainly render all the aid they can; vie mention UNRRA especially. Cooperation 
by all throughout is necessary. 

We are sure that the Government of the United States, which has shown such keen 
interest in this matter, will participate vigorously and generously with the Govern
ment of Great Brita.in in its fulfillment. There are many ways in whioh help ov.n be 
given. 

Those ,·rho have opposed the admission of these unfortunate people into Pe.le stine 
should knm·, that we have fully considered all that they have put before us. l'/o hope, 
that they will look upon the situation again, that they will apvreciate the consider• 
ations which have led us to our conclusion, and that above all, if thoy cannot see 
their way to help, at least they will not make the position of these sufforers more . 
difficult. 

PRIHCIPIES OF GOVERlHiENT1 NO ARAB, NO JEUISH STATE 

Recomnsndation No. 3: IU ORDER TO DISPOSE, OICE AUD FOR A.LL, OF' THE EXCLUSIVE 
CIAIHS OF Jb'1iS AND ARABS TO PAI.ESTilrE, :·JE REGARD IT AS ll:SSED!lAL THAT A ClEAR STAl'E• 
lEHT OF THE FOLW\iING PR INC I PIES SHOUID BE MADE 1 

I. THAT JE,'Tl &HALL EOT DOMD!ATE ARAB AND ARAB SHALL FOT DOMINATE JEW IN t'AU.STilJE, 
I I. TF.AT PAIESTillE SHALL DE NEITHER A JE1/ISH STATE NOR AN ARAB STATE• III• THAT THE 
FORM OF' GOVERNMEUT ULTil:11TELY TO BE ESTABLISHED, SHALL, UlIDER INTERNATIOHAL 
GUARANTEES, FULLY PROTECT AND FRESERVE THE IHTERESTS IN THE HOLY IAND OF Cl-llUSTErDOM 
ArJD OF' THE !.~OSIEi.I AND JEWISH FAITHS, 

THUS PAIESTillE I.ruST ULTIUATELY BECOl.E A STA1'E WHICH GUARDS THE RIGHTS Al'l1> 
INTERESTS OF UOS!El.:S, JEWS AND CHRISTWlS ALII<EJ Al~ ACCORDS TO THE INHA.BIT.AllTS • 
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AS A ilHOIE, THB FULIEST LEASURE OF SEIF-GOVERNI.ENT, CONSISTE T i'fITH THE THREE PARAl,DUlIT PRIIICIPI.ES SET FORTH ABOVE. 

_901,ii.ENTa Throughout the long and bloody struggle of Jew and Arab for dominance in Ialestine, each crying fieroelya "This land iG mine" - except for the brief reference in the Report of the Royal Commission (Iereinafter referred to as the Feel Report) and the little e7idence, written and oral, that we received on this point - the great interest of the Christian ·./orld in Palestine has been completely overlooked, glossed over or brushed asideo 

~e, thore£ore, emphatically declare that Palestine is a Holy !And, sacred to Christian, to Jew and to 1Ioslem alike; and because it is a Holy Land, Palestine is not, and can never become, a land which any race or religion can justly claim as its very own. 

1',e further, in the same emphatic way, affirm that the faot that it is the Holy Land, sets Palestine completely apart from other lands, and dedicates it to the precepts and practices of the Brotherhood of I.Ian, not those of narrow nationalism. 
For another reason, in the light of its long history, and particularly its history of the last thirty years, Palestine cannot be regarded as either a purely Arab or a purely Jewish land. 

The Jews have a historic connection with the country. The Jewish National Home, though embodying a minority of the population, is today a reality established under international guarantee. It has a right to continued existence, protection and development. 

Yet Palestine is not, and never can be a purely Jewish land. It lies at the crossl'Ol,ds of the Arab world. Its Arab population, descended from long-time inhabitants of the area, rightly look upon Palestine as their homeland. 

It is therefore neither just nor practicable that Palestine should become either an Arab State, in which an Arab majority would control the destiny of a Jewish minority, or a Jewish State, in which a Jewish majority would control that of an Arab minority. In neither case would minority ~uarantees afford adequate protection for the subordinated group. 

A Palestinian put the matter thus, "In the hearts of us Jews there has always been a fear that some day this country would be turned into an Arab State and the Arabs would rule over us. This fear has at tlrres reached the proportions of terror • •. llow this same feeling of fear has started up in the hearts of Arabs •.• fear le st the Jews acquire the ascendancy and rule over them." 

Palestine, then, must be established as a country in which the legitimate national aspirations of both Jews and Arabs can be reconciled, without either side fee.ring the ascendancy of the other. In our view this cannot be done under any form of constitution in which a mere numerical majority is decisive, since it is precisely the struggle for a numerical majority which bedevils Arab-Jewish relations. To ensure genuine self-government for both the Arab and the Jewish communities, this struggle must be made purposeless by the constitution itself. 
WJffiATE AND UNITED HATIONS TRUSTEESHIP 

Recommendation Uo. 41 YJE HAVE REACHED THE COrCLUSION THAT THE HOSTILITY BET .EEH JE·,;s AllD ARABS AUD, IN PARTICUIAR, TIIE IETERMINATION OF EACH 110 ACHIEVE 
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oor·rNATION, IF lf.GCESSARY BY VIOLENCE, L:AKE IT AL!.:OST CERTAIN THAT, NOr! AND FOR S01.E 
Tl i.E '110 COT.iE, AllY ATTE ,a,,r TO ESTABLISH EITIIER AH INDEFENDBl:T PALESTIUIAlJ STATE OR 
Il!IJEFENJEHT PAI.ESTINIAN STATES i·nuw RESULT Ii! CIVIL STRIFE SUCH AS AiIGHT Tril:EATEN 
TEE FEACE OF THE \TORID. 1JE THEREFORE RECOlil :.;un TEAT, UNTIL Thlv HOSTILITY DIS
APFEARS, THE GOVER1~1.:ENT OF IAIESTIF3 BL COlfTINU~D AS AT FRESEUT UNDER I.;AIIDATE FLI.D
I UG TIIE EXECUTIOH OF A TRUSTEli:SlIIP AGREEI.iCET UlmER THE UNITED NATIONS• 

COIJiEHT1 ·.i e recognize that in view of the powerful forces both Arab e.nd 
Jewish, operating from outside Palestine, the task of Great Britain, as Uo.ndatory, 
has not been easy. The Peel Commission declared in 1937 that the l1andate was un
workable, and the Permanent Mandates Commission of the League of Nations thoreupon 
pointed out that it became almost unv,orkable once it was publicly declared to be 
so by such e. body. 11wo years le.tar the British Government, having coroo to the 
conclusion that the alternative of Partition proposed by the Feel Commission was 
also unworkable, announced their intention of taking steps to terminate the ?.~e.nde.te 
by the establishment of an independent Palestine Ste.ta. Our recommendations are 
based on what we believe at this stage to be as fair a measure of justico to all as 
we can find j.n view of what has gone before and of all that has been done, Vie 
recognize that they e.ro not in accord with the claims of either party, and further
more the.t they involve a departure from the recent policy of the I.randatory. 17e 
recognize that, if they a.re adopted, they will involve a long period of trusteeship, 
which will rraan e. very heavy burden for any single Government to undertake, a burden 
which would be libhtened if the difficulties vrere appreciated e.nd the Trustee ho.d 
the ~upport of other members of the United Nations. 

E~UALITY Oi. STANDARDS 

Recommendation I·:o. 5a LOOK117G TO:'iARDS A FORl.1 OF ULTil.:A.TE SELF-GOVERHIBllT, 
CON:...ISTEHT HITH THE THREE l-RINCIPIES I.AID DOr/N I { RECOI.J.£NDATIOH NO. 3, \'JE l ECOEIEHD 
THAT THE I.1A1IDATORY OR TRUSTEE SIIOUID FROCLA.Il.1 TEE FRIHCIPIE THAT AH.AD ECDrWl.IIC, 
EDUCATIOHAL Al'!D FOLITICAL ADVANCE liBNT I l PALESTil·lE IS OF EQUAL I UPORTAHCE \!ITH TJ:AT 
OF TEE JEHS J A}iD SHOUID AT ONCE PREPARE lE.ASlfiIBS DESIGNED TO DRIDGE THE GAP rn!ICH now EXISTS AUD RAISE THE AP.AB STANDARD OF LIVIHG TO THAT OF THE JE1iSJ ~ID so BRIHG 
THE 7";{0 PEOFIES TO A FULL APFRZGIATION OF THEIR COl.J.:or IIJTEf{EST AlID COJ.1MOH DES'rilIY 
I N THE WID \/HERE BOTH BE LOllG. 

CO~'iENTi Our examination of conditions in Palestine led us to the conclusion 
that one of the chief causes of friction is the great disparity between the Jewish 
and Arab standards of living. Even under conditions of war, which brouGht conGider~ 
able financial benefits to the Arabs, this disparity has not been appreciably 
reduced. Only by a deliberate and carefully planned policy on the part of the 
Mandatory can the Arab standard of living be raised to that of the Jov,s. In stress
ing the need for such a policy we would particularly ce.11 attention to the discrep
ancies between the sooie.l services, inoludinb hospitals, available in Palestine for 
Jews and Arabs• 

\"le fully recognize that the Jewish social services are financed to a very 
great extent by the Jewish community in Pe.lestine,with the assistt\nco of outside 
Jewish organizations; and we would stress that nothing should be done which would 
bring these social services dmvn to the level of those provided for the Arabs, or 
halt the constant improvements nov, being made in them. 

r/e suggest that consideration be civen to the advisability of enoouro.ring the 
formation bj the Aro.bs of an Arab community on the lines of the Jewish oonvnunity 
which now largely controls and finances Jewish social services. The Arabs will 
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have to rely_, . to tar greater extent than the Jews, on f inane ial aid from the 
Government; But the Jews of Palestine should accept the necessity that taxation, 
raised from both Jews and Arabs; will have to be spent very largely on the Arabs in 
order to bridge the gap which now exists between the standard of living of the two 

feOples. 

FUTURE IMl.1IGRATION POLICY 

Reconur.endation No. 61 VIE RECO?.il.1END THAT IL~IDING THE EARLY REFERENCE TO THE 
UNITED MlTIOUS AUD THE EXECUTION OF A TRUSTI~ESIIlP AGR1ZlEHT, THE liANDATORY SHOULD 

ADMINISTER PAIESTINE ACCORDilJG TO ?HE l..iAIIDATE ,,hICH DECIARES WITII REGARD TO 

IMMIGRATIOH THA.T ttTHE AD!.IINISTRATION OF PAIESTili:E, 1/HIIE ENSURING TIIAT THE RIGHTS 

AND POS ITIOW OF OTHER SECTIONS OF T 1E POPUI.ATIOll ARE llOT fRE JUDI CED, SHALL 

FACILITATE JEVlISH IlIISIGRATION UNDER SUITABIE COliDITIONS." 

CO ·:Il.EUTa ·1Te have recommended the admission of 100 1 000 immigrants, victims of 

Nazi persecution, as soon as possible. Ue now deal with the position c.fter the 
admission of that number. 7e cannot look far into the future, We cannot construct 

a yardstick for annual immigration. Until a Trusteeship Agreement is executed it is 
our clear opinion that Palestine should be administered in accordance with the terms 

of the Mandate quoted above. 

Further than that vre cannot go in the form of a recommendation. In this dis

ordered world speculation as to the economic position of any country e. few yea.rs 

ahead would be a hazardous proceeding. It is particularly difficult to predict 

what, after a few years have passed, will be the economic and political condition of 

Palestine. 1·je hope that the present friction e.nd turbulance will soon die away and 

be re placed by an era of peace, absent so long from the Holy Land; that the Jevr 
and Are.b will soon realize that collaboration is to their mutual advantage, but no 

one can say hmv lon& this will take. 

The possibility of the country sustaining a largely increased population at a 
decent standard of living depends on its economic future, which in turn depends 

largoly on whether or not plans referred to in Recommendation No. 8 can be brought 

to fruition. 

The Peel Commission stated that political as well as economic considerations 

have to be taken into account in regard to immigration, and recommended o. 
"political high level" of' 12,000 a year. ~Te cannot recommend the fixing of a 
minimum or of a rne.ximum for annual imrniGration in the future. There are too many 
uncertain !'actors. 

We de sire, however, to state certain considerations ,·rhich vre ae;ree should be 
taken into account in determining what number of immigrnnts there should be in any 
period. It is the right of every independent nation to determine in the interests 

of its people the number of immigrants to be admitted to its lands. Similarly it 

must, we think, be conceded that it should be the riGht of the Goverruoont of 
Palestine to decide, having regard to the well-being of all the people of Palestine, 

the number of' immic;rants to be admitted within any given period. 

In Palestine there is the Jewish National Home, created in consequence of the 

Balfour Declaration. Some may think that that Declaration was wrong and should not 

have been madeJ some that it was a conception on a grand scale and that effect can 

be given to one of the most daring and significant colonization plane in history. 
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Controversy as to which view is right is fruitless. The National Home is there. 

Its roots are deep in the soil of Palestine. It cannot be argued ovt of existence; 

neither can the achievements of the Jewish pioneers. 

The Government of Palestine in havine; regard to the well .. ,being of all the people 

of Palestine cannot ignore the interests of so large a section of the population. 

It cannot iGnore the achievements of the last q ,~r-ter of o. century. Uo Government 

of Palestine do ill{; its duty to the people of thu t lo.nd can fail to do its be st not 

only to maintain the national Home, but also to f oster its proper development and 

such development must in our view involve immicr ationo 

The well-being of all the people of Palestine., be they Jews, Arabs or neither, 

must be the Government consideration. We reject the view that there shall be no 

further Jewish immi~ration into Palestine vrithout Arab acquiescence, a view which 

would result in the Arab dominating the Jew. rre also reject the insistent Jewish 

demand that forced Jewish immiGration must proceed apace in order to produce as 

quickly e.s possible a Jewish majority and a Jewish &te.te. The we 11-being of the 

Jews must not be subordinated to that of the Arabs; nor that of the Arabs to the 

Jews. The well-being or both, the economic situation of Palestine as a whole, the 

degree of execution of plans for further development, all have to be carefully 

considered in decidin~ the number of immii;rants for any particular period. 

Palestine is a land sacred to three faiths and must not become the land of any 

one of them to the exclusion of the others, and Jewish immigration for the develop

ment of the National Home must not becof!".e a policy of discrimination aGainst other 

inmigrants. Any person, therefore, who desires nnd is qualified under applicable 

laws to enter Palestine must not be refused admission or subjected to discrimin

ation on the cround that he is not a Jew. All provisions respecting immic;ration 

must be drawn, executed and applied with that principle always firmly in mind. 

Further, while we recognized thnt any Je,·r v.rho enters Palestine in accordance 

with its laws is there of right, we expressly d5.sapprove of the position ta.ken in 

some Jewish quarters that Palestine has in scoo ,·ray been ceded or gre.nted as thejr 

State to the Jews of the world, that every Jew everyi·1here is. merely because he is 

a Jew, e. citizen of Palestine and therefore can enter Fulestine as of richt v,ithout 

regard to conditions imposed by the GovernWJnt upon entry, and that therefore there 

can be no illegal immigration of Jews into Palestine. He dee le.re and affirm that 

any immiGrnnt Jew who enters Falestine contrary to its lai.vs is an illec;al immigrant. 

!AND POLICY 

Recommendation l'c... 7: (A) Tii REeO?a!Elffi THAT TI.!E I.AlID TRANSFER3 REGUlATIOM OF 

1940 BE RESCIHDtD AHD REPI.ACED DY REGUI.ATIO!'S BASED vr A POLICY OF li'REEDOI.I IN THE 

SAlE, lEASE OR USE OF lAlID, IRRESFECTIVE OF HACL, COl- 1.J.JJNI TY OR CREED; AHD PROVID

ING ADEQUATE FROTECTIOM FOR THE INTERESTS m,' s;.rA.LL ff. ,1.E.l~ AND TEUA1iT CULTIVATORS. 

(B) ~IE FURTHER RECOl.u.;EIJD THAT STEPS BE TAKEl ; T:J RErD:c;I:. NUGATORY A.l~D TO PROHIBIT 

PROVISIONS IH CONVEYANCES, !EASES A.}1D AGREEiE~J'l'S F.EIATil~G TO I.AND \"/HICH STIFUI.ATE 

THAT ONLY l.:EI.iBERS OF OlIB RACE, COMUUIUTY OR 'cRB~D LAY Bi EMPLOYED ON OR ABOUT OR 

IN CONNECTION THERE~iITH. {C) .'E RECOlILE?ID TliAT THE GOVEH.Ni,~NT SHOULD E:~RCISE SUCH 

CLOSE SUIERVISION OVER THE HOLY PIACES AND LOCALITIES SUCH AS THE SEA OF GALLII.EE 

AND ITS VIC IlJITY ~ HILL fROTECT THEM FROI : !)ESBCP\J\TIOH Al D FROH USES i'l!IICH OFFEND 

THE COHSCIE CE OF RELIGIOUS FEOPIE; AlJ) THAT SUCll u ·{s AI:, ARE RE"UIRED rOR THIS 

PURPOSE B~ EHACTED FORTlfJlTH. 

COI.Il.ENT1 The Land Transfers Regulation of 1940 sousht to protect the Arab 

tenant and small owner by prohibiting the so.le of land save to a Palestinian 
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Arab in one zone., by restricting such sales in another, and allowing unrestricted 

sale of land only in the third zone. Their effect hos been such as to a.mount to 

discrimination e.~ainst the Jews; their tendency is to seere~e.te and keep separate 

Arabs and Je\lS• In the zones vrhere sales a.re prohibited or restricted, they have 
protected the Arab fro~ the temptation to dispose of his land, on which his liveli

hood and that of his family so often depend, for a sum out of all proportion to its 

real value. Though made with the object of maintaining the existing standard of 

living of Arab cultivators, and of preventing the creation of a considerable land
less Arab population., they afford no protection to the Arab living in the free zone, 

lie may sell his land for a fantastic price and e.dd to the congestion in the other 
zones by moving there. An Arab living a short distance e.v1e.y, just across the zone 

boundary, cannot obtain e.nythinG approxime.ting the same sum for land of equal qunlit~ 

;--e are opposed to any legislation or restrictions discriminating age.inst Jew or 

Arab. rre recoGnize the need for protecting the Arab small owner and tenant, for 

providing age.inst a large le.ndless Arab population, for maintaining, indeed for 

raisin~~~he Arab standard of living. This necessity Nas also recoGnized in the Feel 

Re rort ( Chapter IX, paragraph 10) which endorsed the following principles of ear lier 

reports, that (i) unless there is a marked change in the ~~thods of cultivation the 

land in Palestine is unable to support a large increase in population, and (ii) theri 

is already concestion on the land in the hill districts. Those principles are as 
true, if not truer, today. 

YTe do not believe that the necessary protection for the Arab can be provided 

only by confining the Jew to particular portions of Palestine. Such a policy, 

sur;Gested by the Peel Conwission. is consistent Vii th their proposed solution, 

partition, but scarcely with that put forward by us, 

The leases Granted by the Jewish Wationnl Fund contain a provision that no 

labor other than Jewish shall be employed by the lessee on or a.bout or in 
connection with the land subject to tho lease, and a further provision that a sub

lease shall contain similar terms. 

As we have said we a.re opposed to such discrimination, \'le appreciate that one 

of the rec.sons for such provisions was to secure employment for Jewish immigrants 

on the land. ·,le do not think that tho.t object justifios the retention of such 

stipulations which are harmful to cooperation and understanding bet,.veen Arab and 

Jews. 

Land acquired by the Jewish Uation~l Fund or for a We.qf by the Suprer..e lioslem 

Council becomes inalienable, The Peel Commission expressed the viev1 in its Report 

(Chapter IX, paragraph 80) that caution on the part of the Government in disposing 

of State domain to these bodies was desirable. The situation required watching. 

It would not be to the interests of the inhabitants of Palestine if too large a 
proportion of the land should become inalienable whether held by one organization 

or another, 

In the small, thickly populated country of Palestine, with its rapidly 
increasing population, it is in the interest of Jews and Arabs alike that all land 

should be developed and put to the fullest possible use. The settlement of title 

to land should proceed as quickly as possible and tho development of State lands, 

not required for public purposes and capable of use, should be facilitated. 

The Holy Land of Fe.lestine contains within its borders and throughout its 

territories places sacred to the followers of three great religions. The "Lido" 

with its dancinc and swing music on the shore of the Sea of Galilee offends the 
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sensiuiJ.i ties of many Christian people, Reports came to our notice of other projects 
th~ ~-:1-npl~tion of vrhich v:ould be equally ohiectionable41 1To therefore feel it right 
by ,)t:· 't· .. •.; o.,T1rr:e ntati•:>:1 to emphacize t:10 n'3co ~ si r.y for close supervision and to 
rd~ J:r.r.:. nj the str3!'.lgi:;he ning of the law shoui.d th.o.t bo re qui red, 

ECOIKI.:I0 DBVEIA:Pl.BFT -----·-·----
Rec<J . .111~H,.:iati()n Uo, 8: VARIOUS PLANS FOR I.ARGE-SCAI..E AGRICULTURAL AUD Il DUSTRIAL 

D-C:\'1~1:1F~.iei~:f·i:r!•AiES'.l.1H:E-HAVE BEEN PRESEl. TBD ,.. OR OUR CQ1TSIDERATION; THESE IRUJECTS, 
11'' :;~1r;c·~~;C.,FULLY CARRIED II~TO EFFECT, COULD HOT OliLY GREATLY EHIARGE THE CAPAGITY 
0 •' 'l'!]~ COUYTRY TO SUPI'O .. tT AF IHCIThASING FOPULA.TIOW, BUT ALSO RAISE THE LIVIl G 
S 1'.A ;DI :<.DS OF JErT AND ARAB ALIKE• 

,·,L A..1IB FOT IH A FOSITIOH TO ASSESS THE SOUNDI\1ESS OF THESE SFEC lFIC FL\.l:S; BUT 
rs CAl\EJ'.t' S'I·ATE TOO STROHGLY THAT, HOWEVE"R. TJ..,C lli'J!CALLY F'EASIBLE ThEY 1'.iAY BE, Ti1EY 
·,;ILL FAIL UIJJ.ESS THERE IS I'EeWE IN PAL~~T-:;-Ea 1.iOREO\'ER THSIR FULL SUCCLS& P~~UIRLS 
T.t::E ;nLLIPG COOFERATIOE OF ADJACEFT A..1.·1.B Sl'ATES, SIEGE TREY ARE l':OT I.EB.E LY 
FALS:::> TiiHAU PROJECTS. JE REC01'il'.E11D TBSHEF'UP.S THAT TIB EX:(~.1:IN.AT:!:OH AND EXECUTIOll OF' 
THESE ... L.\NS BE COIIDUCTED, F'ROl.: THE ST.A 1:t'l' Al'lD TlffiOUG!iOU':\ IlJ FlJ:Uii C'ONSTJLTATIOH AND 
COOP~,HATI01T NOT orLY 1"iITH THE JK .ISH _\'}El CY BUT ALSO WITH THE G0\1:l lffEETS OF THE 
b::::IGilBO::tilIG ARAB STATES DIRECTLY AFFECTED. 

COLil ErITa The building of the Jewish economy has enjoyed the advantage of abund
ant capital, provided on such terms as to make economic return a sec.v uu.:1.:t·y consider
ation. The Arabs have had no such advantase• In principle, we do not t :-li nk it wise 
or o.ppropriate that plans., such as the project for a Jordan Valley Autl oi.·i ty, should, 
if jud0ad technically sound" ·.J9 undertaken by any private organization~ even though 
that orge.nization., as sugge ctt::d. by the Jewish Acenoy, should give e.n assurance of 
Arab benefits and Arab participation in the manarement. 

Such proposals, by reason of their macnitude and far-reaching effects, should 
be conc1.1ived as public projects., suitable for Government enterprise e.nd accepted 
only provided that they are calculated to benefit all parts of the population, But 
the undertakinc: of a worthwbile project should not be held up merely from financial 
considerations which could be overcome vlith the aid of semi-philanthropic resourcos. 
Some compromise should not be impossible which would combine Jewish fine.nee with 
Government responsibility and control. 

\7e welcome the knov1led6e that the Government of Palestine hes itself prepared 
programs of post-,·rar developm13nt; we could v:ish that means might be found or 
projects of larger rangt and. on a. more ambitious scale; but we r~cognize that until 
political peace is restored the:-e is great difficulty in raising the necessary funds 
whether from revenue or borrowingG 

1:!eanwhile it is suggested that the Government should acquire powers~ at present 
lacking. to investigate fully the e,:tent of the cour.L"cry" ~ Wtlt&r r'3sources, to control 
the use of underground water and to determine richts to surface wate~o 

We doubt whether Palestine can exp~nd it& economy to the fu11, h~ving regnrd 
to its limited natural resources, without a fu J. l aud f-:-ee i:.1~erchange of . ·oocts and 
services with neighboring countries" In some resi:o~;c~., indeed; as in ce :· ·e.iu 
projects involving water supply, their active collubo.ration is indi:;pe ;.ba.ble to full 
development on an economic basis. 

The removal of Artiole 18 of the llandate would clear the way to tho3e comprehens• 
ive tnriff and trade agreements, not conflicting with any international oblient3.ons, 
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that might be accepted by the Mandatory or Trustee, Yrhich could ultimately lead to 

something like a. customs union - e.n objective already in mind as between the 

surrounding countries of the Arab League. 

EDUCATION 

Reco1T1r.1endntion No. 91 vra RECOMMEHD THAT, n,: THE INTERESTS OF TUE corCILIATION 

OF THE T':10 IEOFIEJ Afjlj OF GE~RAL IMPROVEIBI~T OF THG ARAB STAf DA.HD OF LIVIJ:m, THE 

LDuCATIOliAL SYSTEII OF BOTH JE\iS AUD ARABS D~ P.E1011liED INCLUDI G THE IUTHODUCTIOl OF 

co: :rul.SORY EDUCATIOU ,:r Tla A HEM>ONA.BLE TII E. 

co:.Ill!":l.T: In Chapter A'VI of the Peel Report, the bad features of the educational 

system o:: Falestine and the great disparity between the money spent on Aro.b and 

Jewish education uere pointed out, The Report also emphasized that both Jewish f'nd 

Ara.b education in Palestine were nationalistic in character. Particular attention 

was cnlled to nationalist propaganda in Arab schools. 

Our inve s.1.;igntions disclosed that today the Jewish schools also - c ontrollcd 

and lnrgely fine.need by the Jewish community - are imbued Ylith a fiery spirit of 

nationalism. They have becorr~ most effective asencies for inculcating a spirit of 

aggressive Iebrew nationalism. ~-;e would urGe most strongly that adequate control 

must be eAerci sed by the Government over the education of both Jews e.nd Arabs, in 

order to do away with the pr~sent excited emphasis on r~cie.lism and the perversion 

of education for propaganda purposes. The Government should ensure, by· a careful 

supervision of text books and curricula, and b~/ inspection of schools that education 

contributes to the conciliation of the tT10 peoples. 

Ue believe further that a large share of responsibility for Arab education 

mic;ht well be assumed by an Arab community. similar to the Jewish community already 

established in Palestine. But if the Arab and Jeviish communities are to set them

selves the goal of compulsory education, a much higher proportion of the annual 

Palestinian budget must be devoted to e-iucation than heretofore, most of which will 

be spent on Arab education. This vrill only be possible if the proportion of the 

budr--et now devoted to security can be substantially reduced. 

,{e would also stress the urgent necessity of increasing the facilities for 

secondary, technical and university education available to Arabs. The disparity 

between the standard of living of the two peoples, to which we have already drawn 

attention, is very la.rc;e ly due to the fact that the Jewish professional and middle 

class so larGely outnumbers that of the Arabs. This difference can only be re~oved 

by a very substantial incrense in the facilities for hibher education available to 

, Arabs. 

THE HEED FOR !EACE IH PAlESTIHE 

Recommendation Uo. 10a \",'E RECO?.J, • ND THAT, IF 1'HIS REPORT IS ADOPTED, lT SI~OULD 

BE I'ADE CIEAR BEYOI!D ALL DOUBT TO BOTH JE"ilS Al'ID ARABS THAT AlTY ATTE:iPr FRO •• ~ ~lT,iliR 

SIDE, BY TI!!IBATS OF VIOIEl:CE, BY TERRORISIJ, OR BY THE ORGANIZATIO!T OR iJSE OF lLI.EGAL 

ARklES 1'0 HIBVEl!T ITS E..X.ECUTIO J, WILL BE RESOLUTELY SUPfRESSE • 

FURTiiE:1IJORE, ~-lE EXPRESS THE VIE,./ TlIAT THE JE "IISH AGENCY SliOUI.D AT OUCE RESUlE 

ACTIVC COOFERATIOl· .71Tli THE lJAl~DATORY 1"1 THE SUFfRESSIOri OF TERRORISJ. AllD GF 

ILlE ... 'AL II!l.IIGRATIOl1, Al~D II THE L'1A.INTE1WTCE OF THAT lA\"l Al1!D ORDER THROUGHOUT 

FA1.ESTI1 E ,nncH IS ESSEi,!TIAL FOR Tli.E GOOD OF ALL, Il! .,LUDING THE Nf;W Il.llIIGRA?;TS. 
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The Jewish Resistance Movement in Palestine 
The following is a memorandum submitted in Pales

tine to the Anglo-American Inquiry Committee during 
its sittings in Jerusa/.em. 

T HE Jewish Resistance Movement has not set 
up for itself any independent aims, and does 
not present you with any separate claims of 

its own. The demand that Palestine be opened immedi
ately to free Jewish immigration and be proclaimed as 
a Jewish State is also voiced by us. We are united with 
the whole Zionist Movement in a deep conviction and 
firm resolve that the Jewish State should be based on 
principles of full and true democracy, economic and 
political, and that it should assure complete equality to 
all its citizens whatever their race or creed. We likewise 
consider it self-understood that, by international arrange
ment, the Jewish State will guarantee the rights of the 
three religions to the Holy Places, and that the essential 
conditions of world security, such as air, naval and army 
bases, oil refineries, and such like will be secured by 
special treaties with the Jewish State. 

We regard the Jewish State as essential for both the 
Jewish people and the democratic world: it will rescue 
the Jews from persecution, degradation and fear, and 
will free the nations of the world from that scourge of 
anti-Semitism which springs from the weakness of the 
homeless Jewish people and makes of it the leaven in 
the ferment of every form of reaction and Fascism. We 
regard the restoration of the Jewish homeland and the 
independence of the Jewish people, great in deeds as 
it is in suffering, as a categorical imperative of historical 
justice and human conscience. We regard the establish
ment of the Jewish State not only as an essential and just 
conception, but as a practical possibility due t0 the capac
ity for development and absorption inherent in the Land 
of Israel, and the capacity for work and creative effort 
inherent in the People of Israel. 

It is not our intention to recapitulate the arguments 

presented to you by the representatives of the Jewish 
institutions, nor do we wish to add anything new. We 
know that in the final analysis it is not our arguments 
which will decide the issue, but the political considera
tions of the Powers who appointed the Inquiry Commit• 
tee, both of whom, Great Britain and the United States, 
desire security and loyal allies in the Middle East. To 
this political consideration we wish to contribute our 
humble share in the comments presented below. No 
other organization or institution is responsible for our 
formulation. 

2. There exists in this country a secret Jewish armed 
force. This force has one fixed purpose-the defense 
of the Jewish settlement and Jewish work of construc
tion. This force exists because no government-for
merly Turkish and latterly British-has protected or 
has been able to protect us properly. The force is secret 
because no Government has been prepared to recognize 
it and leave its control in our hands. As we have said 
above, the fixed purpose is defense. But it is obvious 
that with the passage of time and the change of cir
cumstances, changes have also taken place in the organi
zational forms of the force and its various duties. 

From the very beginning of the Jewish settlement in 
Palestine, Jewish settlers were compelled to concern 
themselves with means of defense against Arab marauders 
and robbers. In the course of time, during the Turkish 
administration, there came into being the Watchmen's 
Organization ( Hashomer) which took upon itself the 
task of defending the life, property, and honor of the 
Jews of Palestine. Even in that period the Arab attacks 
on Jews were not solely of a criminal nature. 

The First World War stirred up a volunteer move
ment among the small Jewish community which re
sulted in the formation of the Jewish Battalion in the 
framework of the British Army parallel to the Jewish 
Battalions which were raised in Great Britain and 
America. But with the completion of the British con• 



quest of Palestine and the end of the war, the illusion 
that under the new administration, which had under
taken the policy of the Jewish National Home, there 
would be no need for an independent Jewish defense 
force, soon disappeared. 

In 1920 and 1921 the Arabs attackeJ us in Upper 
Galilee, Jerusalem, Jaffa, Tel-Aviv, Petach Tikva, and 
other colonies. During these attacks the British forces 
either gave us no assistance at all, or the help was in
sufficient and came too late. Our losses were heavy, and 
almost the whole weight of defense fell on our shoulders. 
It was then that the National Defense Organization 
( Hagana) was established. 

The bloody disturbances in 1929, and later between 
1936 and 1939, proved that the existence of the Hagana 
was a vital necessity for the Jews of Palestine, and that 
without it we would have been wiped out. The severity 
of the Arab attacks grew from outbreak to outbreak-
1921, 1929, 1936-but at the same time the strength 
of Hagana also grew and hardened. During the whole 
period of the Arab riots from 1936 to 1939 not a 
single Jewish settlement was crushed or abandoned-on 
the contrary, the protection afforded by the Hagana 
enabled the establishment of fifty new Jewish settlement 
in the border regions and in the heart of Arab areas. 

• These settlements have since then en joyed a prosperous 
agricultural deveiopment. 

In May 1939, the Yish11v and the Jewish people in its 
entirety were attacked by His Majesty's Government 
when it issued the notorious White Paper and repudi
ated the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate. The 
Hagana was faced with a new task-to defend the 
Yishuv and its right of growth and development against 
a hostile government. However, at the beginning of 
the Hagana' s struggle, the second World War broke 
out and the whole Jewish people rushed to the aid of 
Britain to do battle against the common enemy. 

During the war the Hagana performed three tasks: 
firstly, many thousands of its best trained and most expe
rienced members enlisted in the Jewish units of the 
British Army; secondly, and simultaneously with the 
enlistment in the army, the Hagana established an unoffi
cial Home Guard in this country which prevented the 
Arab fifth column from operating; thirdly, a considerable 
number of Hagana members volunteered for special 
tasks in aid of the British forces-particularly intelli
gence and commando work at the eastern end of the 
Mediterranean, and penetration into Nazi-occupied Eu
rope as parachutists. When the danger of a Nazi invasion 
of Palestine became apparent, members of the Hagana 
came forward and volunteered for special secret units 
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who e duties were to carry out the plans of the British 
command in the post-invasion period-that is, to sabo
tage the Nazi occupation-to provide the British IntelJi
gence with information, to receive their orders and carry 
them out. In short, the Hagana as a whole-many thou
s~nds of well-trained and armed Jews-took an active 
part in the war effort, some in British uniforms, others 
out of uniform. The second World War ended in vic
tory-a victory to which we also have contributed some 
share. But it has been decreed apparently that we 
should not benefit from the common victory over the 
common enemy. 

As a result of Hitler's subjugation of Europe, during 
the six years of war six million Jews were annihilated, 
of whom the White Paper regime prevented the rescue 
of hundreds of thousands. The remnants are still con
demned to languish in the camps. The seventy thou
sand Jews who are all that remain alive of the three 
and a half million strong Polish Jewish population still 
suffer from pogroms; so do the Jews of Cairo Alexandria, 
and Tripoli and the gates of Palestine are locked and 
barred in their faces. The land, sea, and air forces of 
Great Britain have been mobilized to hunt out the 
refugees, partisans, and fighters of the ghettos, who try 
to break through to Palestine outside the humiliating 
quota of 1,500 immigration certificates a month. The 
Jewish armed force has now taken upon itself new 
tasks of defense-to safeguard the remnants of our 
people who come to the country, to defend the founda
tions of our National Home now threatened with de
struction, to guard our right to build our house to the 
roof, to protect our people against a regime which aims 
at the extirpation of Zionism. It is with these objects 
in view that the Jewish Resistance Movement has come 
into being. The Jewish Resistance Movement is not 
identical with the Hagana, although members of the 
Hagana hold certain key positions in its organization. 
The tasks of the Resistance Movement are far wider in 
scope, and go very much further than purely military 
operations. The Resistance Movement should be taken 
to embrace every Jew in Palestine and it is accountable 
for every action which demonstrates opposition to the 
policy of the liquidation of Zionism. 

3. Our path is not the path of terror. In the three 
years of Arab riots which preceded the war we were 
the prey of Arab terror. We defended ourselves, and 
even pursued the roving Arab bands to their hidin a 

places but we guarded as something preciou the moral 
purity of our arms to ensure that no innocent Arab 
should be harmed. The Hagana did not take revenge 
and no Arab was attacked by the Hagana merely because 
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he was an Arab. The lofty conception of self-restraint 
was born. Thus did we practice restraint throughout six 
years of war, although six million of our brethr n were 
slaughtered and the gates of our land locked to most of 
those who might have been saved. And when, in the last 
year of the war, the patience of two break-away groups 
from the general organization of the Hag 1na was tri d 
too far, and acts of sabotage and anti-British terrorism 
began, it was not the authorities of this country but we, 
the Jewish community headed by the Hagana, which 
put an end to them because they were perpetrated when 
war against Hitler was still raging, and because we still 
had the hope that our just claims would be satisfied by 
the use of peaceful political means. 

A radical change took place last autumn when it 
became clear that the present British Government had 
also repudiated its pledges-the pledges of the League 
of Nations, the pledges of Great Britain, and the par
ticular pledges of the Labor Party. It was only then that 
the Jewish Resistance Movement commenced operations. 
But our deeds cannot be condemned as acts of terrorism. 
If there is terrorism in this country, it is terrorism from 
the authorities. That, at any rate, is how we view the 
situation. If, against unseaworthy craft carrying a few 
hundred refugees, the British Government sends out 
reconnaissance planes and destroyers, operates a well
equipped radar station and builds special police posts 
along the coast, if it uses airborne troops and mobile 
police to hound out the so-called illegal immigrants who 
land in these things, we do nothing more than defend 
ourselves against Government terror. When, as a means 
of defense, we attack Government instruments used to 
oppress us, we take strict precautions not to injure those 
manning them, even if by so doing we endanger the 
success of the undertaking and the safety of our own 
men. But British forces, on the orders of their superior 
officers, fired, indiscriminately, on unarmed crowds at 
Tel-Aviv, near Givat Hayim and near Shfayim, and 
killed innocent victims. British troops, on the command 
of their superior officers or with their permission, fired 
on children standing on the balconies of their houses 
during the curfew. The British authorities have promul
gated an Emergency Regulation which lawlessly places 
the lives of every man, woman, and child in the country 
at the mercy of a hostile administration. The Govern
ment holds hundreds of young men in prison without 
protection of law or proper judgment, and sends into 
exile hundreds of Jews without any legal basis-not 
even the basis of the tyrannical laws which obtain here. 
A couple of weeks ago British forces were ordered to 
destroy an agricultural camp which had been built up 

3 

at Birya in Upper Galilee by the pioneering enthusiasm 
of peac ful workers. Thus, the paths of terror are those 
trod by the Government--our operations are in defense 
against it. 

The Jewish Re istance Movement is not anti-British. 
We have devoted ourselves to a struggle against the 
l ostile policy pursued against us by Great Britain; but 
we have no animosity towards the British people or the 
British Commonwealth of ations. We do not know of 
a single conflicting interest between us and Great Britain· , 
we have no interest whatsoever in the weakening of 
Britain's position in the world, the Middle East, or in 
Palestine; we have no connection with any of the under
mining activity which goes on against Britain in various 
places. The sole conflict that exists between us has been 
created by the British Government, in its repudiation of 
the Mandate. We have no course left but to sta ~1d 
firmly and strongly in defense of our rights, and if there 
be no other way out, to stand to the last. 

Our struggle has just begun. It has confined itself 
thus far to defense against hostile assaults and a few 
warning actions. We have resolved not to interfere as 
far as possible with the work of the Inquiry Committee, 
although we know in whose hands lies the actual decision 
and how that decision will be arrived at. Obviously, if 
the solution is just, we shall immediately renew our 
covenant of friendship with your nations; if you are 
true to your undertakings to the Jewish people, we shall 
be true to you-as we have been true in !}Qth world wars 
and throughout the twenty-five years between them. But 
if the solution is anti-Zionist, our resistance will continue 

' 
spread and increase in vigor. We shall not acquiesce in 
the carrying out of a solution which consigns the last 
hope of the Jewish people to the grave. There are pre
cepts in Jewish ethics which oblige a man to be killed 
rather than trespass. The precept of defense of our 
national existence is at the head of these. We shall not 
trespass. No solution will be executed without agree
ment-we have strength enough to ensure that. Our 
resistance is liable to result in the creation of a new 
problem in this country-the British problem, the prob
lem of British security in Palestine, and this problem will 
be resolved only by a Zionist solution. It would be 
better if the Zionist solution were proclaimed in recog
nition of the world Jewish problem and the justice of 
our work in Palestine. We do not threaten. We only 
wish you to know our intentions clearly. 

4. We are in possession of clear information as to 
the preparations made by various departments of the 
British Government in this country for the suppression 
and radication of the Jewish Resistance Movement. 



This is nothing but the usual short-sightedness of the 
Palestine Administration, which does not understand 
the problem with which it is faced. In order to destroy 
the Resistance or even the Hagana, it will be necessary 
to destroy the whole Jewish community in Palestine, 
and to root out the eternal love of Zion from the hearts 
of the Jews of the world. The number of our people 
trained and ready for military action is not the point, 
as we do not intend to throw all our forces into one 
decisive battle with the forces of the Empire. The train
ing and equipment of our forces are sufficient for a long 
and difficult struggle. But that is not our main strength. 
Our strength lies in the fact that every Jew in Pales
tine is on our side and twelve million Jews stand behind 
us, and that for every hundred or thousand who might 
be imprisoned or killed other hundreds and thousands 
will step forth to take their places. When Givat Hayim 
and Shfayim were searched for "illegal" immigrants, 
ten thousand Jews from the surrounding settlements 
rushed to the aid of the besieged villages. Practically 
the whole population of Tel-Aviv followed the biers 
of the four men who fell in the battle with the Police 
Mobile Force at Sarona. In place of the twenty prisoners 
of Birya some three thousand men, women, and children 
of all ages and classes streamed there a fortnight ago. 
Even those who do not bear arms can fight with the 
weapons of passive resistance and civil disobedience. We 
are not merely a secret society-we are the fighting 
Jewish nation. The choice between the British Govern
ment is clear: do justice to the Jews-or destroy them. 
We shall not surrender. We might be crushed by force, 
but we shall not give in. 

S. We regard it as our duty to caution you against 
any attempt to decide on an anti-Zionist solution and 
make good for it by an increased grant of immigration 
certificates. The transfer of a certain number of refugees 
from Europe to Palestine will not solve the political 
question of the existence and independence of the Jew
ish people. We shall not accept the status of a minority 
in our own land, whether the minority be 3 3 % or 49 % . 
We know what has happened to the Assyrians in Iraq, 
and we are aware of the lot of the Jewish minorities in 
the Arab States today. We shall not accept a symbolic 
independence in a dwarflike token State which will not 
give us the chance of developing all the resources of the 
country and creating here a safe asylum for all Jews 
who are compelled or wish to come. You and your gov
ernments are requested to give a political solution, just 
and firm. A half-hearted compromise on the Palestinian 
question can only lead to disaster. It will not solve the 
Jewish problem, it will not gain the approval of the 
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Arabs, it will not halt Jewish resistance, it will not ensure 
the interests of the Powers as regards peace and security. 
You must decide. 

We regard it as a duty to utter another warning. Do 
not postpone the political solution for ten years. No 
one knows how long it will take to transfer the first 
million Jewish immigrants or to carry out the develop
ment program. It might be necessary, until conditions 
of stability are reached, to leave a British, Anglo-Ameri
can, or other International Control Commission here; 
but the Jewish State must be established speedily. Leav
ing the political question open for a period of years 
means the provocation of protests and disturbances
dangerous both to us and the interested Powers. 

6. We suppose • that the question that agitates you 
is what would happen if the Jewish claims were granted. 
Would that not be a signal for an uprising of all the 
Arabs, and possibly all the Moslems, and would not 
the security and stability of the Middle East be endan
gered still more? We know that the British Foreign 
Office and the American State Department are under 
constant pressure of the threats transmitted by their 
ministers and officials in the Arab capitals. We shall 
try to clarify briefly how the possibility of active Arab 
resistance looks to us. 

As far as the strength of the Arabs in Palestine is con
cerned, we are in possession of well-founded informa
tion. There is no doubt that the Jewish force is superior 
in organization, training, planning, and equipment, and 
that we ourselves will be able to handle any attack 
or rebellion from the Arab side without calling for any 
assistance from the British or Americans. If you accept 
the Zionist solution but are unable or unwilling to en
force it, please do not interfere, and we ourselves will 
secure its implementation. We have no interest in asking 
for the removal of British forces from Palestine, but 
we do not consider their presence for any active inter
ference on our behalf. 

In the neighboring Arab countries no plans for an 
uprising as a reaction to the Zionist solution can be made, 
for these countries are independent, and their people will 
not rise against their own Governments and so harm 
their own interest. But there are two questions calling 
for consideration: firstly, whether these countries are 
able to despatch forces to Palestine to take part in the 
conflict; and secondly, whether British and American 
installations will be attacked on account of the Pales
tinian question. In our view these two possibilities 
scarcely exist. 

In all the crises of the past and until today, the Arabs 
have always acquiesced in the facts we have created 

• 

• 
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here and have expressed their oppos1tton only to the 
creation of a new state of affairs. If they were to 
be faced now with the fait accompli of the Jewish 
State, they would at length acquiesce in that too. All 
objective circumstances will move the Jewish State to 

show particular concern for the welfare of the Arab 
minority; because we have and will have Arab States 
around us, and we would not wish to give them cause 
to rush to the defense of their brethren; and because in 
many countries Jews will remain a minority group and 
we would regard it as vital for us to serve as an example 
of tolerance in our treatment of national minorities; 
also because we would desire to prove to the Arabs of 
Palestine that their position in the Jewish State would 
not be worse than that of their fellows in the neighbor
ing Arab States; finally, because we would be anxious to 

bind them with feelings of loyalty to the Jewish State. 
The despatch of troops to Palestine by any Arab 

State while, during the transition period, it is under the 
control of a British or Anglo-American Commission 
appointed by the United Nations Organization, and will 
afterwards receive international guarantees for its secur
ity, will bring that Arab country into a state of war with 
the Great Powers, and into a serious dispute with UN. 
No Arab State would be willing to run this risk. They 
all take good care of their own interests above all things. 

In the case of Egypt, for example, the interest in the 
"liberation" of Palestine is preceded by the interest of 
gaining dominion over the Sudan and Libya-and even 
then Egypt has not hastened to send troops to conquer 
those territories. Is it likely that Egypt will forego her 
selfish objectives in Africa for a war of intervention in 
Palestine, denude herself of her own troops and so leave 
herself in the hands of the British forces whose with
drawal she demands so vociferously? 

Iraq is unable to send even one battalion to Palestine 
because the constant danger of a Kurdish rising has 
become more pressing owing to the encouragement given 
to the Kurdish movement by the Russians, and because 
the Red Army has come unpleasantly close to Iraq's 
borders. The Bagdad Government is dependent on Brit
ish arms more than ever before, and it is idle to imagine 
that the Iraqi Army would be sent out of the country to 
wage war against the decisions of Great Britain and 
the U. S. A. It must also be taken into consideration 
that passage of military forces through Transjordan will 
for a long time to come be conditional on British agree
ment. 

Syria and the Lebanon still have insufficient forces 
for their own internal needs . 

Saudi Arabia, like Iraq, has no common frontier with 
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Palestine. The passage of a Saudi Army through a iftshi
mite country-Iraq or Transjordan-is out of th ques
tion owing to the quarrels between the two dynasties 
and the fear that Saudi troop movement would arou e 
in Bagdad and Amman. 

It is of course quite possible that small Arab bands 
will .filter into Palestine from the neighboring countries. 
This has happened in the previous disrurbanccs-we 
have adequate force to deal with them. 

President Truman was misled when, after the Potsdam 
Conference, he said that he was not prepared to send 
half a million American soldiers to protect the Jewish 
State. Not a single American soldier will be necessary. 
A few squadrons of aircraft will suffice to ensure the 
control and security of the borders of Palestine as they 
will be able to spot and halt any undesirable movements. 

The only danger that remains, therefore, is that of 
anti-British disturbances in the Arab and Moslem coun
tries. But disturbances of this sort occur anyway in 
Egypt and Syria and India without any connection what
soever with the Palestine question. And it is obvious 
that if these countries are satisfied as regards their 
demands on Britain, the anger caused by Jewish Pales
tine will not be so serious. Conversely, if the Palestine 
problem is solved to the satisfaction of the Arabs, they 
will not forego their demands in any shape or form, 
and will not reduce their pressure on Great Britain. You 
will not, at any r:ite, be able to buy the loyalty of the 
Arabs at the price of our destruction. 

7. You will permit us to express our suspicion that 
certain "experts" deliberately exaggerate the danger of 
Arab uprising or that of armed interference on the part 
of the Moslem Arab world, when they acrually have an 
entirely different fear-that of an Arab-Soviet alliance 
which, they hold, the Zionist solution to • the Palestine 
question would assist. That fear, coo, is utterly ground
less. 

The time has come for responsible statesmen who 
concern themselves with these problems co ask them
selves whether it is true that the question of Palestine is 
such a vital interest to the Arab world, and even, ac
cording to Mr. Bevin's statement on the 13th November 
last year, to the whole Moslem world. Have not the 
Arab countries and the world of Islam closer and more 
direct worries at home and abroad? And is the Palestine 
question really the decisive factor in the relations of the 
Middle Eastern States with Great Britain and America? 
In the case of Syria, for example, is not the deciding 
factor her striving for real independence, or in ocher 
words, for the evacuation of British and French forces? 
And is not this the decisive issue in determining the 



relations of Damascus with the Great Powers? As to 
Egypt, are not the crucial points her dominion over the 
Sudan, the withdrawal of British forces and the future 
status of Libya? And will not the solution of these 
problems determine Egypt's place in the rivalry between 
the U.S.S.R. and the Anglo-Saxon world? After all, 
the introduction of the Arab States as a factor in the 
Palestine question was the work of British officials and 
representatives in the Middle East who misled their 
Home Government in order to dissimulate the real 
differences between the Arabs and the British. In Syria, 
having got rid of French dominion, the Arabs did not 
rest content but proceeded to insist on the withdrawal 
of British troops as well. Similarly, the anti-Zionist 
agitation will not divert the Arab League from pressing 
its own claims on Great Britain. The Levant States and 
Egypt flirted with Russia at the UN session without any 
connection with the Palestine question, but in order to 
create pressure on Great Britain for the fulfilment of 
their own claims. If certain pro-Soviet leanings appear 
now in the Arab States, their cause is certainly not 
Palestine. 

Besides, it is worth while making a close examination 
to see if a pro-Russian orientation of the Arab States 
is at all a matter of practical politics. In our view this 
is nothing but an empty threat. There is not a single 
Arab State which derives its existence from the will of 
the mass of its people. The feudal system still flourishes 
in the Arab lands, and a vast gulf stretches between 
the poverty-stricken subject masses and the wealthy rul
ing classes. The penetration of any Soviet influence to 
the Arab countries would be the death warrant of their 
dynasties and ruling classes. It must not be supposed 
that the rulers of Arabia do not realize this, and do 
not fear the spread of Soviet influence more than does 
Great Britain. Never has the dependence of the inde
pendent Arab States on Britain, on her favor and as
sistance, been greater than it is now. The pro-Soviet 
blackmail of the Arab States must therefore be regarded 
with suspicion-it is but a new and revised edition of 
their pro-Fascist blackmail in the Golden Age of the 
Rome-Berlin Axis. 

We on our part do not threaten you with intrigues 
with Russia. We have one, and only one object-the 
rescue of our people from degradation and ruin. Our 
path is free of intrigue, ambition, and considerations of 
prestige. We are prepared to give our lives for the 
renaissance of our people and state. We shall resist all 
who would doom us to remain in our present state. We 
shall be faithful allies to all who offer us their hands. In 
spirit, as a people, we are free and independent. And 
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we say this further-the Jewish State, when established, 
will be the cornerstone of a stable Middle Eastern struc
ture built on foundations of international cooperation 
and agreement with all interested powers. In place of 
the exclusive and quarrelsome Arab League there will 
be born in time a new progressive and peaceful league 
of the whole Middle East. The foundation of the Jewish 
State will be a powerful step in this direction. The Jew
ish State will likewise cause a fundamental change in 
the status of the Christians and other minorities of the 
Middle East, and will free them from the yoke of 
totalitarian subjection. 

The Anglo-American Inquiry Committee has taken 
upon itself an extremely difficult and responsible task. 
The immediate future will prove how far and in what 
direction the Committee will influence the development 
of the vital subject of its inquiry. We are, however, 
convinced that the fate of every people is first and fore
most in its own hands. But if you rise above the minor 
affairs of the hour, and search beyond the dramatic past 
of the Jewish people and beyond long-yearned-for future 
of the human race and the relations between nation and 
nation, you cannot but lend your hands to the reparation 
of the great historical wrong. 

Just look at the position. You are still investigating 
and questioning whether the Jews are a nation. We 
draw your attention to the fact that millions of Jews 
have sworn in their hearts that the Jews are a nation 
like all nations, and that they must therefore attain 
what they lack and which all other nations have--a 
home, a land, a state. 

You are still investigating and questioning whether 
to let us, the Jewish people, renew our state in this 
country, in Eretz Israel. We draw your attention to the 
fact that the six hundred thousand Jews who dwell in 
Zion have sworn in their hearts that they will not let 
anyone deny them this land of theirs, even at the cost 
of their lives. 

You are still investigating and questioning whether 
to permit the Jews of the Diaspora to come here. We 
draw your attention to the fact that hundreds of thou
sands of Jews in Europe, and not only in Europe, have 
sworn in their hearts to break through the shores of 
their homeland, even at the price of their safety. 

The Jews are a nation. TI1e Land of Israel belongs 
to the People of Israel. The Jewish State will be estab
lished. It is better that it should be established with 
your help and for your benefit, than ag1inst you. 

HEAD OF COMMA D 

25th March, 1946 The Jewish Resistance Movement 
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Chronology 
( fay 18-June 30) 

May 18, 1946: The Arab League announces that rhe leaders 
of the Arab states will confer on May 28, and that the 
Arab League Council will meet the first week in June. 

May 19: The Tabriz radio announces that Iranian armed 
forces have attacked Azerbaijan. 

May 20: The Governments of Great Britain and the United 
States request the Arabs and Jews of Palestine to submit 
their formal views on the Anglo-American Inquiry Com
mittee report by June 20. 

Hussein Ala, Iranian Ambassador, informs the Security 
Council that because of Soviet interference his Govern
ment still is unable to determine whether all Red Army 
troops have left Azerbaijan. 

May 21: Hussein Ala notifies the Security Council that 
Soviet troops have evacuated Iran. 

May 22: The State Department declares that there is no 
conflict between President Truman's statement of April 
30, urging the transfer of 100,000 Jews from Europe co 
Palestine, and the State Department's statement of May 
10, promising the Arabs that the United States will con
sult with Jews and Arabs before reaching final decisions 
on Palestine. 

It is reported that fighting has ended along the Azer
baijan frontier and that the Azerbaijan government has 
absolved Premier Ahmad Ghavam of responsibility for 
the outbreaks. 

May 23: A national emergency conference of Zionist leaders 
in Washington declares that while the statement on Pal
estine issued by the State Department made it clear that 
President Truman's position favoring the immediate ad
mission of 100,000 Jews to Palestine "is now the fixed 
policy of our Government," the State Department is 
"nevertheless continuing in practice a procedure of 'con
sultations' which may delay indefinitely" the attainment 
of that objective. 

Jamal Husseini says an underground army is being 
organized throughout Syria and Lebanon to help Palestine 
Arabs. 

May 24: Foreign Secretary Bevin tells the House of Com
mons he would like to see the whole Middle East working 
together with Great Britain and the British Dominions 
and eventually welded into a regional defense organiza
tion within the framework of the United Nations. 

The Arab Higher Committee demands that Jewish 
immigration be ended immediately, that all foreign troops 
be withdrawn and that Palestine be established as an Arab 
independent state. 

May 25: The Emirate of Transjordan is declared a kingdom 
and Emir Abdullah el Hussein enthroned as its king. 

May 27: The Syrian Legation in London denies that an un
derground army is being organized in Syria and Lebanon 
to assist Palestinian Arabs. 

The Palestine Arab Higher Committee sends two let
ters to Sir Alan Cunningham, warning that continued 
Jewish immigration will mean disorders beyond the con
trol of Arab leaders and demanding the dissolution of the 
Jewish Agency on the charge that it foments Jewish 
terrorism. 

May 28: The Inner Actions Committee of the Zionist ~r
ganization announces the postponement of the meecmg 
of the World Zionist Congress from August to December. 
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The rulers of seven Arab scat s m et in Cairo to discuss 
matter of foreign policy. 

May 29: An Arab Higher Front i sec up in Jerusalem as a 
rival organization to the Palestine Arab Higher Com
mittee. 

The Palestine Broadcasting System announces that an 
agreement for building an oil pipe-line across Tran -
jordan has been reached between the Arabian-American 
Oil Company and the Transjordan Government. 

George Hall, British Colonial Secretary, announces in 
the House of Commons that in the last six months 345 
Arabs and 33 Jews have been arrested in Palestine for 
illegal possession of arms. 

May 30: The rulers of the seven Arab League states an
nounce decisions opposing further Jewish immigration to 
Palestine, favoring freedom for Libya, the completion of 
Egypt'~ independence, and the liberation of other Arab 
councnes. 

May 31: Twenty-four Jewish youths of the Birya settlement 
in Palestine are sentenced by a military court to prison 
for illegal possession of arms. 

Jtme 2: Jamal el Husseini, chairman of the Palestine Arab 
Higher Committee, at a political rally, urges Arabs to be 
ready "co defend the country with your blood." 

Jtme 3: The ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin el Husseini, 
in a message from Paris, appeals to the Arab world to 
"stand firm" in opposition to Zionism. 

Hector McNeil, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
announces in the House of Commons that the British 
Government holds the Egyptian Government responsible 
for the murder of the two British soldiers in Alexandria 
on March 4. 

Jtt11e 4: In reply co the State Department's request for com
ment on the Anglo-American Committee report, the 
American Zionist Emergency Council declares that 
"further consultations :ind comments appear meaningless, 
except to produce delay when immediate action is called 
for, and to confuse where the issue h1s long been alto
gether clear." 

June 7: The vessel Haviva Reik, carrying 470 visaless im
migrants, is reported intercepted by British authorities 
off southern Palestine and escorted into Haifa harbor. 

June 8: Thirty-two delegates from eight Arab countries 
meet at Bludan, Syria. 

Nine persons are wounded by hand grenades, as anti
British rioting flares in Alexandria. 

June 9: The ex-Mufti of Jerusalem disappears from France 
and is reported to have arrived at Damascus, Syria, in a 
British plane. 

James G. McDonald, U. S. member of the Anglo
American Committee of Inquiry, demands that the United 
States and Great Britain take immediate action to transfer 
100,000 Jews from Europe to Palestine. 

June 10: The political sub-committee of the Arab League 
rejects a plan to set up a provisional Arab Government 
of Palestine in one of the neighboring Arab countries. 

Jtme 11: President Truman names a Cabinet committee co 
assist him on the Palestine question. Its chairman, ec
retary of State Byrnes, says the committee will discuss 
with Britain the size and nature of any military aid the 
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A-; _,.,, United tates may provide in connection with the ad
mission of 100,000 Jews. 

Jttne 12: In an address to the British Labor Party, Foreign 
Secretary Bevin says that if 100,000 Jews were admitted 
to Palestine, in addition ro "tremendous" costs, "I would 
have to put another division of British troops in there 
and I am not prepared to do it." He attributes the 
agitation in the United States for the admission of 
100,000 Jews to Palestine to the fact that "they did not 
want too many of them in New York." 

Delegates to the Arab League's meeting at Bludan 
vote unanimously to press for the earliest possible trans
fer of Palestine from a British mandate to a trusteeship 
under the United Nations. The League orders the estab
lishment of an executive committee, with the ex-Mufti 
of Jerusalem as its titular head, to replace both the Pales
tine Arab Higher Committee and the two-weeks-old 
Arab Higher Front. 

Twenty thousand persons, attending a rally sponsored 
by the American Zionist Emergency Council at Madison 
Square Garden, protest the delay in admitting 100,000 
Jews into Palestine, and the statement made by Bevin. 

]11ne 13: The Jerusalem military court sentences to death 
two alleged members of the Jewish extremist organiza
tion, Irgun Zvai Leumi, for firing at British troops and 
for planting bombs in the Sarafand camp raid on Mar. 6. 

]ttne 14: A Foreign Office spokesman, attempting to soften 
the effect of Bevin's speech at the Labor Party Confer
ence, says that the Foreign Secretary did not intend to re
ject the Anglo-American Committee's recommendations. 

]ttne 15: The Soviet newspaper Trud charges the Turks 
with persecuting and suppressing Kurdish nationalists. 

June 16: In response to the request of the British and 
United States Governments for its reaction to the Inquiry 
Committee's report, the Jewish Agency for Palestine de
clares that "establishment of Palestine as a Jewish state" 
is the only "just, practicable and lasting solution of the 
Palestine problem." 

Palestinian Jews blow up five bridges over the Jordan 
River, virtually isolating the newly proclaimed indepen
dent State of Transjordan. 

June 18: Five British Army officers are kidnapped by Jew
ish extremists from an officers' club in Tel Aviv, and 
two others are wounded in Jerusalem. 

Workshops in the Haifa railway yards are damaged ex
tensively by fire and explosions during an attack by Jews 
on Palestine railway facilities. 

The British Government receives a note from the Arab 
League denouncing the Anglo-American Inquiry Com
mittee's recommendations for Palestine. 

June 21: Premier Ismail Sidky Pasha of Egypt declares that 
his country was "honor bound" to shelter the ex-Mufti 
of Jerusalem, but indicates that the Mufti is expected not 
to participate in controversial activities. 

Moshe Shertok, head of the Political Department of 
the Jewish Agency, demands that Irgun Zvai Leumi re
lease the five kidnapped officers immediately, and calls 
their abduction an act of "lunacy." Hagana sets a time 
limit for the officers' release. 

June 22: Two of the five kidnapped British officers are set 
free by their captors. 

Hafez Afifi Pasha, Egypt's representative on the United 
Nations Security Council, declares in Cairo that "it is up 
to the Jews and Arabs to settle their differences now" 

in Palestine, and if they "agree among themselves upon 
a government, then there is no excuse for British troops 
to remain in Palestine." 

]tme 24: Nine Senators urge President Truman to "press 
again and without let-up" for immediate admission of 
100,000 European Jews inco Palestine. 

Jtme 25: The trial of 31 members of Irgun Zvai Leumi, 
accused of carrying firearms, begins before a military 
court. 

]tme 26: A ship carrying about 1,300 refugees is inter
cepted by a British destroyer off Haifa and escorted by 
the British into the port. 

In a manifesto addressed to the "Arab nation" the 
Palestine Arab Higher Committee declares that the sale 
of Arab lands to Jews is "a national crime and high 
treason punishable as such." 

June 27: Thirty members of the Irgun Zvai Leumi are 
sentenced to fifteen years' imprisonment for carrying fire. 
arms, and one member to life for firing at British forces. 

Jttne 29: More than 2,000 Jews, among them high officials 
of the Jewish Agency and leaders of Jewish Palestine, 
are arrested by British troops in Palestine. The London 
office of the Agency calls the action "a clear act of ag
gression against the Jewish people." 

June 30: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. Wise, 
co-chairmen of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
describe the British act as "treachery," and charge that 
it was "not merely another step in the program of terror 
and intimidation being pursued by the British military 
in Palestine, but was conceived on the highest political 
level in an attempt to liquidate the Jewish national home." 

Irgun Zvai Leumi issues an ultimatum that if the 
British execute two Irgun members condemned to death, 
it will kill the three British hostages. 
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DEPORTATION OF JEWISH REFUGEES: Jewish Agency's Reply to Government's Statement 
T HE Jewish Agency Executive in Paris i ued the 

following tatement on the night of August 13th : 
(1) In its Statement on the measures to be adopted 

again t the so-called illegal immigration into Pale tine. 
the Briti h Government labours to defend a regime of 
injustice and violation of international obligations 
accepted by Britain under the Mandate according to 
which it is her duty to "facilitate Jewi h immigration." 

(2) The Jewish people are not unmindful of the attitude 
of friendship •and humanity on the ,part of the Briti h 
people even before the issue of the Balfour Declaration, 
nor. will that Declaration, which has given the J ewi h 
people a chance for their great effort in the building up of 
Pale tine, be forgotten in Jewish history. 

(3) But even before the White Paper of 1939 Briti h 
policy as regards immigration was not compatible with 
either the letter or the spirit of the Mandate. Had the 
principle of allowing J ewi h immigration up to the limit 
of the economic absorptive capacity of the country been 
followed, additional tens of thousand of Jews could 
have entered Palestine before the beginning·of the econd 
World War. The 1939 White Paper was, in the words 
of Mr. Herbert Morrison, the present Lord President of 
the Council, and many others, " a cynical breach of 
faith." The implementation of this policy during the 
war prevented hundreds of thousands of Jews from 
entering Palestine, and thus saving themselves from 

azi extermination. This illegal White Paper policy is 
now virtually continued by the Government whose 
leaders condemned it outright at the time it was 
introduced. 

(4) The Government statement itself admits the 
existence of persecution and pogroms again t the Jews 
in Eastern and outh Eastern Europe. Investigation 
after inve tigation has hown that the lot of many 
thousands still kept in internment camps is most de
plorable. The Anglo-American Inquiry Committee stated 
that even after the improvement of conditions in Europe 
"as m.any as 500,000 may wish or be impelled to emigrate 
from Europe." De pite repeated urgent requests by the 
U .. President, and the unanimous recommendation of. 
the Inquiry Committee, the Government has till now 
refused to open the doors of Palestine to the remnants 

ARE THEY " ILLEGALS "? 
" Th primary purpo e of the Mandate, a exp1· ~"ed in it ' 

preambl and it. articles, i to promote the e tablL hment of the 
Jewi h ationa] Home." (Royal Commi!. ion Report, 1937.) 

THE RIGHT HoN. HERBERT foRRI ON. 

" We reaard thi White Paper and th policy in it a - a cynical 
breach of th pledg e gi ven to the J e1rs and the t ·orld, including 
America . . . . It come' at a time of tragedy and apprehen ion 
for the Jewi h rac throu hout the world .... , It i ' not only a 
Briti h matter but one for th e international con sci nee of th ~ 
iro,ld.. If w do thi thing to-day w hall have don a thing 
which i di honourable to om· good name. . . . W cannot pr .
" nt thi vil b ing done. I app al to Hon. M .mb r oppo~it . 
I aGk th m to remember that Pale tine of all the place in the 
, ,orld, wa certainly the place wher they had om e right to 
e ·p ct not to suffer or to Jw -i; e restrictions impo ed upon them .. " 
(H ou. of ommon , fay 23rd, 1939.) 
Tm: RIGHT Ho . HuoH DAI.TO ( HA CELLOR OF THE Ex HEQ ER). 

•· Th i. Party ha laid it down and repeated it o recently a , 
la t April- repeated it too recently for it to have been embodied 
in the nnual Report b for the Conf r nc - that thi time, hav
in r gard to the un .. peakable honor that hav been p rp trated 
11pon the J w in Germany and other occupied countrie ;n 
Europ , it i m orally 1nona and politically ind f nsibl to im,po. 

of Hitl r' victim . Thi poli y can onl b xplain d 
as one of appeasing the x- 1ufti of Jeru al m, who was 
one of the chief instigator of th xterinination of i::< 
million Jew , and who incited the rab to fight Britain 
and her llie . In th face of the e fact th .1ov rnment 

tatement now"tries to create the impr ion that the 
ma s movement of victi~fsed Jew i not pontaneou 
and natural but is an artificial mov ment creat d by 
" un crupulou peopl " and " a minority of Zioni t 
extremi ts." 

(5) The J ewi h people ar not lacking in admiration 
for the heroic tand taken by Britain in the war again t 

azism ; but it should not b forgott n that more than 
one million Jews in the fighting ervice of the llied 
Nations and thirty thousand J w! h volunteer from 
Pale tine fought in the Briti h force on all front . 

(6) The British Government ha now launch d a new 
form of combating J ewi h immigration into Pal tine, 
the encouragement of which i the very rea on for the 
pre ence of Britain in the country. It i calling upon 
the very Gov~rnment , who d pite their good will are 
not able to top pogroms and the per cution of Jews 
in their countries, to prevent these am J w from 
leaving. It i mobili ing the military, naval and air 
might of Britain for the hunting down of the ref~1ge s 'in 
order to prev nt th ir entering into Pal stine, and to 
divert them to new det ntion camps. It ill behoves the 
Governm nt which starts by barring the way of Jewi h 

•immigrants to their homeland, to justify this act by the 
so-called defence of th right of legal immigrant , or 
pretend anxiety about the condition und r which the 
refugees are r aching Pale tine. It wa through the 
mercile s limitation of immigration to the arbitrary 
number of 1,500 monthly that "illegal II immigration, 
with all the hardship connect d with it, ha dev loped. 

(7) The J ewi h people mu t con ider thi tep by the 
Briti h Government again t th mo t unfortunat of 
their sons and d4ughters an act of great <;ruelty. The 
attempt made in the Government tatement to divide 
the J ewi h " extremi t " and th " moderate II will 
not succeed. All the 600,000 Jews of Pale tine and Jews 
the world over will, a they have done in the pa t, give all 
their support to any Jew seeking to return to his homeland. 

obstacles to th e entry into Palestine now of ,Tews who desire to 
go there." (At the Annual Con.fcrence of the Labour Party, 
Blackpool, 1945.) 

'.l'HE Lonn CHA ELLOR. 

•· Do th pre-. nt policy involv a violation of tlw l\Iandat ? ... 
I regard it a~ a qu ' iion of comm on hone ty, and br ach of tru t. 
. .. I have tried to look at thi matter impartially, and objectively, 
and frankly I have found it difficult to do so. What I do care 
a~out i t~e fact tha_t thi ~ountry halt olrerve -trictly and 
ngorou ly 1t "ol nm rnt rnahonal und rtaking.' .... Th l\Ian
dat i our right and titl to b in Pal tin , and our ole right 
and our sole titl to have anything to do with this prnblem at al1. 
. .. I hould b urpri s cl if the Attom y-G n ral can . ay with 
onviction that the policy i not a i-iolation of th lau·." (Hou e 

of ommon , larch 6th , 1940.) 
THE RIGHT Ho . . PHrur OEL-RAKER. 

•· Do h 1 Ii v that wh n the war i :" over ,Jpw..: will 
continue living in a ountry wh r thing:,; lik that have 
happ n d ? (100 Jew had be n arre~ted in V ar,-aw and shot 
becau~e it wa alleged that a certain J w wa ~ acting a ain t the 
, rman occupation). Do . h ~tilt pr tend that we can olve 

th probl m 1 y ur cru 1 futiliti ~ about Rriti::-h Guiana and th 
We t Indi , wh re in two bitter y ar. w hav n found af ty 
for v n 100 J w ? Th r i on incli ' pen~ahl solution-the 
,fowi 'h ational Home m Pal .' tine. ' {Hou..:e f ommon~, 
~Cur h 6th , 1940.) 

A 



170 THE NE\V JUDJEA JULY-AUGUST, 1946 

T HE crazy individual who committed the horrible 
crime in Jerusalem will not be forgiven by Jewry. 

The dreadful act which resulted in th appalling loss 
of life of Briti h, Jews and Arabs ha haken and distre ed 
the Jewish people beyond words. \Ve mourn the death 
of those who peri hed, and voice our profound sympathy 
with the families of the innocent victim . It is a great 
sorrow that the struggle for Jewish national freedom 
hould have been marred by a dastardly and shameful 

deed, and tho e re pon ible for an act o un -J ewi h, 
whatever the motive, are di owned by Jewry. The inane 
crime has, as might have been expected, tended to 
ob cure many fundamental issues. It ha al o produced 
more vindictive operations by the military dictatorship in 
Pale tine; a dictator hip teadily increa ing for some time 
and over-reaching it elf everal weeks before the calamity 
in Jeru alem, when it made war on the Yi huv, and 
extending it further by condemning a population of 200,000 
in Tel Aviv to a four day ' confinement in their houses, 
cutting off the city from the r t of the world. And in 
Jeru alem, Jewi h premi , offices and homes have been 
requi itioned, depriving thou and of their livelihood arid 
di locating normal life. On the pretence of military 
ecurity Jew~ are punished, a General Barker said they 

would be, in the way they under tand. 
* * * 

IT i a relief that, despite the humiliation, immense 
di comfort and heavy los e experienced by the Jews 

in Tel viv, nothing untoward ha happened. We pray and 
hope that the cruel indignity to which an enlightened com
munity ha been subjected will not deepen the already 
xisting bitter resentment, following the previous exten
ive operations and arbitrary arre ts of thousands of 

people, including members of the Jewish Agency Executive 
and leader of the Yishuv, the majority of whom are 
still detained without charge. The azi tone of the 
letter addressed by the G.O.C. to the commanders, the 
petty thefts and pilfering, added to the general hostile 
attitude, are not calculated to improve condition . The 
troop , after beating up Jew , may succeed in forcing them 
to shout in chorus : " The English are good " ; but that 
i not preci ely the kind of tonic likely to oothe nerves. 
That the Jewi h Pre , \ hich did not appear for four 
days, owing to the military hold-up of the city, had not 
been allowed to publi h the di gust of Briti h public 
opinion with the G.O.C.' letter, or the fact that the 
British Government ha di sociated it elf from it con
tents in Parliament, doe not make the po ition any more 
hopeful. The military cen or hip apparently does not 
want the J wi h community to know that there i another 
Britain ; that British public opinion det st the hetero
geneou rule of something between ho tility and govern
ment, reminiscent of the \Vel h marcher . The pre ent 
rule i not likely to pacify the population and will certainly 
not subdue the Jewi h pirit in Pale tine. The avage 
attack on the Yi huv at the end of June, indefen ible on 
many ground , wa a political blunder, unle it wa 
d liberate! calculated to widen the breach in the relations 
with the J ewi h peopl . There wa a little purpo e in 
making the di astrou attack on Palestine Jewry at the 
end of Jun a the placing of Tel Aviv under war con
ditions in July. For the on laught was not on terrorists 
and their organi ation , but on the Yishuv a a whole, 
it accredited leader and in titutions, and on Jewish 
ettlement . 

* * * 

T HE raid and earche have apparently not yielded 
more than th di co cry of quantities of arm , the 

possession of \ hich had never been denied. Before the 
war the authoriti , in view of tragic xperience, had con-
ented to Jew having arm for elf-defence. During 

the war, after the fall of France, the attack of Italy, 
the pro-German revolt in Iraq, when, a fr. Churchill 
told the Hou e, Britain tood alone, it wa his desire 
that the Jewish community in Palestine should be armed 
and encouraged to organi e and play a part in the defence 

of the country. But the defence of the Yishuv after th<.· 
v ar is still a vital factor, and there is nothing at all 
remarkable that Jews should possess arms for their 
defence. The Arabs, it must be borne in mind, are fully 
armed; no action is taken to search Arab places. Tl1 
neighbouring countries belonging to the Arab Leagu 
are being armed by Great Britain. Moreover, Pale tin 
itself maintains two armed Arab formations, the Tran . 
jordan Frontier Force and the Arab Legion; while th : 
Jewish Brigade group, on the other hand, has been d. -
banded. or can it be overlooked that French a 1d 
British troops have evacuated Syria, while the evacuati )U 

of the Lebanon is in process. There are, it is true, 
large British forces in Palestine, but the position is not 
clear; these may be reduced or even withdrawn. What 
then would be the fate of the Yishuv in the event of an 
assault without arms to defend itself? Are they not, 
in the light of these facts, to provide means for defence, 
especially now that the ex-Mufti is free and there is so 
much talk of a new Arab revolt or Holy War. The record 
of the Palestine Administration in protecting the Yishuv 
hardly encourages absolute confidence. It may be 
effective propaganda to exploit the discovery of arms in 
connection with terrorist activities, but the two are not 
related, and there is nothing startling or surprising that 
quantities of arms have been found in the settlements 
and elsewhere. Self-defence i an essential factor even 
in the Jewish ational Home. And there is nothing 
derogatory in people organising self-defence, provided it 
is confined to it and does not go beyond it. Such people 
are not " extreme nationalists " or Zealots. 

* * * 

LORD SAMUEL, who gave an admirable presentation, 
in the House of Lords, of the background of the 

situation in Pal~stine did not help matters when, with 
strange inconsistency, he proceeded to recall the period 
prior to the fall of J udrea, implying that the Zealots 
were responsible for the tragedy. It is out of place to dwell 
on the historic Jewi h national tragedy and make pre
judicial analogies; but the spirit of the Zealots-as distinct 
from the wild icarii-wa not confined to a group ; it 
permeated the whole Jewish nation, except the quislings 
and hirelings of Rome. The spirit of the Zealots was 
fostered by the brutal rule : 1:he Roman procurators, 
who had held sway for several decades, drove the people 
to rebellion owing to -their inexorable severity, cruelty 
and injustice. Lord amuel, who, when High Com
mi sioner, put into power so eminent a "Zealot " as the 
ex-Mufti, should have hesitated to make comparisons 
unless he wished to draw the moral that an administration 
acting on the lines of the Roman procurators must 
inevitably produce Zealots. Dr. \Veizmann is no Zealot. 
He was in Palestine during the assault in June. What . 
doe he say? 

"The Yishuv, for which we have toiled for three 
generation with o much love and devotion, to 
make fruitful again the land which others had 
de poiled, is now in a state of siege and -our be t 
on and daughters are impri oned. In Eur pe 

the remnants of our people, for whom Palestin ; 
the last and only hope, are languishing behind barb d 
wire waiting for the slumbering conscience of tht 
world to ·awaken and et them free." 

Much praise is lavished on Dr. Weizmann in all official 
quarte_rs, and rightly o. But having, in the words of 
Jeremiah,_ seen the affiiction of the rod of his wrath, 
he orrowfully lam nt :-

. " s one who has all hi life regarded co-operation 
\V_1th_ Engla~d a th indi pen able corner-stone of 
Z1on1 t policy, I cannot help saying, however 
relucta1:tly, that th primary cau e of the dreadful 
h~ppenmg h r to-day Ii not with the Jews, but 
with tho who ha allow d the situation to drift 
in~o th~ pr nt alamitou plight . . . Britain's 
might 1 , a w hav been reminded, more than 

.. 

I 
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adequate to bomb Tel Aviv to rubble in an hour, 
to lay waste our settlement in a night ... But if
God forbid !-that hould come to pa , we hall 
recreate what ha been destroy d, and one ag in 
build upthelandof Israel to the limit of our tr ngth 
and resources. And tho of our p opl , in Europ 
and elsewhere, for whom th world to-day hold so 
little hope will continue to pre at th gat of 
Palestine." 

These words arc not tho of a Zealot. Th Pr id nt of 
the Jewish Agency was in Pale tin wh n the attack wa 
launched. It, however, did not occur to the authorities, 
so keen on the co-operation of th J wish Ag ncy, to 
consult him before beginning, on a abbath day, military 
operations against the Yishuv. They believed that th 
as ertion of Briti h might was a mor effective way. 

* * * 

T HE display of might has undoubtedly cau ed much 
misery. But might without right has not and n ver 

will impress the people of the Book. Convinced that 
British policy since 1939 is not ba d on law- the law 
of the Mandate- British rule ha , in the eyes of J w , 
lost moral weight and respect. Thi i regrettabl , but 
the blame must be laid at the door of the Mandatory. 
In a famous speech in the Common on conciliation with 
America, Edinund Burke remind d the Hou e that the 
name of authority ought ever to carry with it reverential 
affection and not be obeyed solely out of r pect for the 
bayonet. The "clumsy buttres of arbitrary power" 
are of no avail in Palestine. With commendable frank
ness the Lord Chancellor, replying for the Gov rnment 
in the House of Lords, said that he believe now, as he 
believed in 1939, that the White Paper was not con i tent 
with the carrying out of the Mandate. But aft r making 
this admission he added that, for b tter or for wor , 
that was done. This from such an authoritative legal 
source surely is hardly an adequate reply to a ca e in 
which the lives of hundreds of thousand of people are 
involved. The "evil thing" should have been undone, 
as Mr. Herbert Morrison had said it would, when his 
party obtained power. The exi ting policy is still con
trary to international law, and the holding up of hip
loads of Jewish refugees is still inconsist nt with the 
Mandate, as memb rs of the Government, including the 
Prime Minister, had maintained at the time and r iterated 
till they assmn d pow r. It had ample opportunity to 
discard the evil inheritance. Fully aware of its weak 1 gal 
position and unable to put itself right straight away, 
the Government might have shown a magnanimous pirit 
and, pending a s ttlement, it could have mad a gesture 
of humanity by the admission of a substantial number of 
refugees from the European camps. But it did nothing 
to cover up the absence of its legal authority. It turned 
down all appeals from the Jewish Agency and it refu ed the 
request of President Truman. In tead of allowing J ws 
to enter their Home, it brought a large number of troops 
into the country. The very forces whose obligation 
under the Mandate was to encourage and aid Jews 
entering Palestine turned against them, frequently not 
without violence, ·which was naturally resi ted. Yet 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Herbert Morrison, and others 
pretend to be shocked that the J ewi h Agency does not 
co-operate with the Man ~.tory in defeating the provisions 
of the Mandate. The Jewish Agency has invariably been 
snubbed on all matters vitally affecting the Jewish 
National Home, but when the Government wishes to 
enforce the unlawful e~clusion of Jews from Palestine it 
ironically seeks the aid of the Jewish Agency. 

• * • 

AFTER a year of bitter disappointment and mortifying 
experiences, many inquiries by committees and 

investigations by commissions, the Government have 
produced a Palestine plan. It fell to Mr. Herbert Morrison 
- an erstwhile champion of the Jewi h ational Home, 
an enthu iastic exponent of Jewi h national a piration -
to unfold the scheme. In accordance with the newly 

adopt d formula, th Pal tin propo al wa preceded by 
som ob rvation on th po ition of r fug in g n ral 
and J wi h in particular. Th Hou wa tr at d to the 
oft-rep at d as rtion of th nc d of r ttling J w and 
oth r r fug in Europ and 1 wh r . A an indication 
of th b n vol nc hown toward J ewi h r fug c , the 
Lord Pr id nt of th Council announced that th Gov rn
m nt "hav alr ady giv n a 1 ad in thi matt r by 
a c pting a commitm nt to promot the ttlem nt of 
235,000 Poli h troop and civilian " in the nit d 
Kingdom. In hi t Bing peech expo ing th lack of ub-
tanc in the talk about th r ttl ment of J w in other 

countri , fr. ilv rman did not wi h to characteri Mr. 
Morri n's tatem nt a yni i rn. But it i trang that all 
fr. Morrison, who wa not able to b particularly g n rou 

to J wi h r fug during th war wh n h wa Home 
cretary, can off r in th way of comfort to th Jew in 

th camp in Europ and th J w in Poland and Hungary, 
wh r hundreds of them have b n killed in pogroms 
during th )a t tw lv month , i to tate that Britain ha 
undertak n to r ttl nearly a quarter of a million Polish 
troop and civilian out id Poland. It is almost border
ing on ru lty to announc so nobl a g tur to the Pol s, 
in triking contra t to the action of mobilising Briti h 
force on land, a and in the air, in cha ing, hunting 
down, and blockading boat carrying poor xhau ted 
J wi h refugee to th ir ational Home, and as we write 
th force have already cruelly and for iblydragg d away 
homel s, helpless men, women and childr n into new 
captivity (remini cent of ebuzaradan). J w gratefully 
r m mber that 70,000 J wish refug es hav found refuge 
in Britain since 1933. Ind ed, J w are not allowed to 
forg t it ; the graciou act i paraded , ith boa tful pride 
by som , bitter r ntm nt by oth r , and with plea ur 
by none, n t v n by th who ar g nuin ly anxiou to 

J ws finding a place of r fug omewh r . o 
wonder. For as H rzl, whose memory J wry rev rentially 
recalled on the occa ion of the forty- econd anniv r ary 
of his death, has said, the more the misery of the Jew 
from Ea t rn Europe is increased, the more the W sterl} 
countri r i t their entry. All the talk, ther for , of 
re ettling J cws in oth r countries, apart from being no 
mor than talk, has nothing to do with Zionism. 

* * * 

ZIO I M i not a r fug e problem. It i , to quote 
H rzl again, a home-coming, a home-coming of the 

J ewi h p ople to the J ewi h land. A home for all Jews 
who wi h to com . It i certainly a horn for those who 
must come; for homel s Jews, for victims of wicked 
act , for orphan and widows, who e father and hu bands 
have been tortur d to death, for Jew who home have 
been turned into graveyards of their deare t. These 
people must find a home and redre s under the ane: stral 
roof ; there alone are they welcomed, and only there can 
they b gin a new Jewish life. These cardinal principle 
were recognised by Britain in 1917, confirmed by the 
nations of the world and made part of international law 
through the Palestine Mandate. It cannot be considered 
an attack on Britain if it is said that the Mandatory had 
d parted from the law in 1939, as the heads of the present 
Government and the political party they represent have 
repeatedly dec1ared that Britain had committed a breach 
of faith to the Jews and to the nations of the world. The 
proposal now advanced under the name of a Federal plan 
is, in fact, a crystallisation of the White Paper. The 
country is to be divided into three provinces, and, 
generally speaking, there will be a lion's share for 
Britain, a camel's share for the Arabs, and the Jews are 
to be confined to an area of 15 per cent. of the country. 
The Jews are to have autonomy, the autonomy of a local 
council; but all vita.I matters affecting Jews, including 
immigration, will remain as they are now, under British 
control, and at the discretion of the High Commis ioner. 
In the circumstances it is not urprising that the plan 
·devised by Briti h " experts "-rej cted according to 
many accounts by th Anglo-American Inquiry Committt:e 

B 
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-ha been found by the Ex u tiv of the J ewi h g ncy, 
at it e ion in Pari , unacc ptable a a ba i for 
di u ion. The plan, it ha be n explained, offer no 
ind p nd nc , eith r to th Jew or the rab . lf
governm nt in th provinc i illu ory, a the mo t impor
tant matter actuall remain under th authority of the 
High ommi ioner, who ven act for the provincial 
legi latur , who are depend nt on hi approval, and 
that of the xecutive of the province , to be appointed 
by the High Commi ioncr. The plan, whil depriving 
the Jewi h people of their right under the Iandate in 
c?S per cent. of the countr , deni them the right to 
decide immigration policy, even in the 15 per c nt. 
allocat d to the propo ed Jewi h province, an area maller 
ven than the J wi h tate propo ed by the Royal 
ommi ion of 1937. The only finality in the proposed 

plan i the d nial of J wi h right in S per cent. of the 
countr , and the maintaining, for an unlimited period, 
of the arbitrar rul of the Briti h Administration. 

GOVERNMENT'S DECISION ON JEWISH 
''ILLEGAL" IMMIGRATION TO PALESTINE 

THE following tat<'ment wa i su d from 10, Downing 
. tre t on \ugu. t 13 :-

. To country in the world has been a better or more con-
j tent friend f the J •wi. h people than Britain. \Vherev r 

the Jew were persecuted the Yoicr of Britain wa lift d in 
prote t and, wher ver po ibl a tion was taken to mitigate 
th ir lot. 

\Vhen th y were per ecuted by Hitler, the Briti h p ople 
not onl) prate ·tccl mo ·t vigorou ·ly, but a large body of 
refuge from . azi barbari m were re ived in our country. 
Even during the war, when our people were hard pres ed for 
:helter and upplic more wer allowed in. Altogether 
200,000 r fug e -a large pr portion of them Je\ -landed 
in Britain. 

It wa. under the Briti h mandat that nearly 400,000 Jew 
ettled legally in Pal stine, ·wh r a great Jewi h community 

now exi t . \Yh n it wa threatened with Nazi im·asi n-a 
terrible threat to th Pale tinian Jew -Briti. h arms pre
vented that dread po ~ibility. The Jc~ in Pale line were 
giv n arm o that they might be equipped for their own 
def nee a rain t their would-be liquidators fro;n . azi Ge~
many and to enable th m to take part in the common 

• · trugglc. In Britain there ar no pogroms: Jew enjoy all 
th right of ci ·il liberty. 

. uch i the r ord of thi i land, now th ubjcct of bitter 
and unfair atta k by many-though by no mean all-Jews, 
on account of the unhappy e\' nts in Pale tine, in the cours 
of which B··itish oldi r , doing their duty, have b en killed, 
wound <l and kidnapp <l, not in op n and traightforward 
battl , but from ambu. h, and eY n in th cour - of ho -
pitality. ~for OYer, ivil ervant ·crving Pale tine no 1 ss 
than Britai 1, and ordinary qui t citizens going about th ir 
p aceful u inc , hav been the Yictim of outrage more 
worthy ot . • azis than of the J ewi h Yictirn of r azis. 

Age 10 t thi - background, Hi ~Iaje ty s GO\·crnment give 
th;, hct and th ir deci ion ab ul th ill gal immigration t 
Pale ·tine whi h thr a ten both iYil war and a br akdown of 
Go ·ernm nt in that hi toric land. 

In De mb r, 1945, the quota of 75,000 J wi h immigrant 
p rmitted to enter Pale tin und >r th prO\·i ion of the \\'hit 
Pap r wa .·hau t d. 

. • v_ rthel ~ , pen_ding, a final de ·i:ion on future poli y for 
Pal trne, Ht: laJ sty s GoY rnm 'nt authori ed th c n
tinuan of J wi h immigration at th rate f 1,500 a month. 
In tead of thi prO\ i ion being a pted pending de ision 
on lon -term p li y, th r ha b 'n an in r a in flo, of 
illecral immigrant · into Pale tine. Th numb r of th 
illegal immigrant hav had to b t off again t th monthly 
quota, and tho air ally h kl in amp in Pale tine or on 
. hip in Haifa harbour, ar ' mor than uffici nt to absorb 
the , ·hol quota for man} month ah ad. Howev r, ill P-al 
immigrant in con id rablc number ar known to b on th ir 
wav to Pal tm . 

itoved by . ympathy for the . uff ring f the J , i h people 
in Europ , Hi . faj ty's , v rnm nt hav hith rto allow cl 
ill gal immigrant · t land, in pit of th grav mbarra .. ~ 
m nt au . d to th Palc .· tin auth riti . b th in th admini -
tration of the quota and by the n c ity for d 'tainin in 
·amp th , ho e rr.try , a no imm ·diat ly po . ibl nd r 
the quota. 

Th patience, forbearance and humanity thu shown bv 
His Maje ty' Government has, howcv r, been intcrpr t •d 
by tho c re. pon ibl . for the traffic a a ign of weakn . , 
and a an encouragement to redouble th ir effort to in rea.,, 
the flow of illegal immigrants still further. 

The point ha now b en reached \: hen it i clear that the 
pre cnt illegal traffi' is not, as has been maintained, a rnO\ t
ment ari ing pontaneou ly among the European Jew wh 

e in Pale tine th ir only hope for th future. or arc tho. 
who ncouragc and direct it in pired olely by the ympath 
whi -h i o widely felt for uffering. Recent d Yelopm n, 
haYe r vealed the illegal immigrant traffic as a widely ramifi cl 
and highly organi ed ~ovement upportecl by very larg-c 
financial contributions from Zioni t ourc , whi h has b n 
built up and put into operation by unscrupulous per ons in 
an attempt to force the hand of Hi faj ty's GoYcrnment 
and anti ·ipatc th ir d ci ion on future policy in Pale tine. 

The Qrgani r maintain a clo ly knit n twork of agents 
in tl~e countrie of Ea tern and Southern Europe, by whom 
con 1derabl numbers of di placed Jews ar moYed from 
point of departure a far di tant a Poland down to the 
Mediterran an eaboard. Thence, herded into over-crowd d 
and unseaworthy ships with insufficient food, and in condi
tion of the utmo t privation and qualor they are brought 
aero the Mediterran an, in pired by a conYiction carefully 
in till_ed into them that thiJ, is their only road to safety. !n 
all th1 proce. the law and r gulations of the countrie con
cerned are ignored ; identity and ration card , travel docu
ment , etc., ar forged on a large scale; food, lothing, 
medical upplic and tran port, provided by U. . R.R.A. 
a~1d other ag ncies for the relief of suffering in Europe arc 
div rted to the maintenance of what i openly de cribcd as 
" the underground raih ay to Palestine." 

His Maje ty's Governm nt haYc been di trc . ed to receive 
report of per ecution and pogrom again t J w jn Ea tern 
and South Ea tern Europe. It i. a tragic ituation that in 
co1;1~trie which haYe ~ecn liberated by Allied-including 
Brill h-arm and acnfice, th very anti-S mitism ao-ain t 
whi h w fought should rais jt ugly head. It i to be hoped 
that the Government of th countries one rn d will bring 
thi hame to a harp and decisive end. 

part from it illegality, the immigration and traffic to 
Pale tine i a ource of grav danger to law and order in 
Pal stin . Th reception and guardino- of Jarcr number~ of ')] } • • t, h 1 ega 1mm1grants places a s vere strain on th admini . tra-
rion. Their arrival has greatly in rea ed tension betwe n 
the Arab and J wi h communities in Pal tin .' nd sin c 
there j_s evidence t,Jrnt the terrori t clement among the Jews 
ha been reinforced from the ranks of the illegal immigrants, 
their promiscuous introduction clearly cannot be tolerated any 
longer. \ the 1andatory Power for Pale tine, His 
l\1aje ·ty' Government ha Ye re pon ibiliti s toward the 
population of that country. It i obviou ly not in the interests 
of Pale tine generally that uch illegal activitie hould be 
allowed to continue. 

The r c nt increa. e in ill gal immigration-which ct. 
a ide con id ration of priority and equity-is al o operating 
with great unfairnes toward tho e J ws who would oth~r
wise have been able to enter Pale tine legally und r the quota, 
and much uffering has ari n from thi cause. Even Jew. 
long re ident in Pale tine who haYe ucceed d in tracin ' •• 
relatives living in di tre ing conditions jn Europe and ,~ 110 
wi h to bring them to Pal tine, arc unable to do o because 
all potential legal immigration ha be n pushed aside by 
thi illegal traffi . It i al o a matter of concern to His 
~-faj~sty's Government that a large proportion of the illegal 
1mm1grant come from th ountric of Ea tern Europe, and 
not from the Di placed P r on ntre. in Germany, u tria 
and Italy, to th emptying of whi h th Anglo- meri an 
Committee _of Enquiry a_tta hed great importanc~. . . 

The contrnuanc of th1 traffic at the pre. cnt time I likely 
to have an adv r ff ct on the hope of a general settle-
ment in Pale tine. It i. well known that His Majesty' 
GoYernm nt ha a c pt d a a ba i for n gotiation a plan 
drawn up by Briti. h and . merican xp rts which is designed 
to P:~vide fo_r increa ed immigration into Pale tine under 
condition which would not di turb the pea e and economy of 
th country. 

For all the rea on Hi Governm nt can no 
longer tol _ rat thi attempt to fore th ir band in framing 
a n w_ poli y for Pal tin . Th y hav mad urgent rep:e
. ntal!on. to the Government of the ountrie from which 
th . immigTant. ar d , pat h d in ord r t top the traffic 
at it. ou: . In addition in tru tion have b n giv n to 
th Pal', tm authoriti that th r - ption into Pale tin of 
ill gal immigrant must cea . 

rdingl , immigrant arri ing illegally will henc for-
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ward be conv ycd to ~ypru. o r 1 ewhcr and hou ed 111 
camp there until a deci ion a11 be tak n a to th ir futur . 
~1 a~nvhil , it i fully und rstond that many f th ill gal 
1mm1 ~ant. _nc rn cl ha\' com throu h conditi n • of great 
hard hip m 1rcum. tan 'e not und r th ir ontrol and all 
r a onabl mea ure will b tak n for th ir h alth ;nd well
being. 

_In annoar. ing thi <l ·cision, His Maj ty' ov rnm nt 
w1 h to make it lear that, while tolerate thi~ 
att mpt by a minority of Zi ni ·t it th 
uffcrin of unfortunate pc pie in rder to ·r at ' a . itu a tion 

prejudi ·ial to a ju. t ttl m ·nt, th y arc de pl ·n ·ibl o f 
the . uffering undergon by th' J wi h c mmunity and arc 
anxious to bring them to an nd as soon a p ibl . • 

It i • cl ar that a p rman nt olution of thi • • mpli at ·d 
qu . ti n can only be brought about if J ·w. and .\rab. ar 
prepared to nt r upon di. cu ion in a r ali tic and com,tru ·
tiv pirit in order to volve a pra tical ch m for harm ni ·-
ino- the laim of th t\\'o hi tori pc pl . 

FROM A NOTEBOOK 
'J_.., HE blowing up of the Kino- David Hotel, r ultin in a :1 

appalling lo of life, i an a t t o horrif ing f r word". 
Anything n ays i likely to be mi . und rst od by some 

and mi con. trued by oth r . lt w uld b asi •r t b ar 
the pain and grief in ii ·nc ' whi h often " p ·r uad s \\'lwn 
p aking- fail . '' 

\Vord fail to xpr th horr r vok •d in J ·wry 
by the outrage in Jeru alem. It i t rrifying too that 
an} J w should have thought that • uch an act "as lik I tc 
prom te th J wi ·h cau . It ·I arly sho\\' that th indi
viduals r p nsible for the di a t r are b rd ring- on luna ·v, 
peopl ' with di: ascd mind:. u ·h d . p •rat · z •aloh 
obviou ly on titute a danger to the House of Jsra •I. 

H av n and arth can te tify that Zioni m, cl ·ly bound up 
with Judai m, i ba ed on peac , purity and humanity. The 
Proph tic , arning: " \ o to him that buildeth a town 
with blood and e tablish th a ity by iniquity,'' rings in 
the ar of the Jewish nation. Th, ·lean rccorcl of 
Je\\'i h work and achiev ments in the r viv d Pa\ tin pro-
laims that Jew have firmly clung to the ethi al prin ipl s 

embodi d in Judai m and Zioni m. They ha\•c ben fited 
many and harmed none. They have been pr vok d, y ·t 
their faith in the sanctity of human life r main d unshak •n-
a faith sealed with their own blood and tear . Ready t 
die in the d fence of th ir p opl and th •ir land they f1av 

alued and r pe ted human life as no oth r nation ha .~ d ne. 
It i the more painful and revolting that om J •w , h w

ev r small the number, houlcl have b ome ad pt in a 
reali. m of the mo. t repul iv ,ind brutal kind, s al i n to 
the J wi h pirit. It i a new and tragic ph nom non 
proclu ed by ri rs of J e,vi h blood. It d mon trat . th 
truth that " bl_oody in truction , whi h b ino- tau ht, 
to plague th 111v ntor." 

It i • a di tre sing manif tation that . mall 
number of J w hould have lo t the . n of . a r dn : for 
human life and r rt d to the mad d . p rat methods '" O 
common in a c ru 1 and ynical world; in a world that 1 kcd 
on indiff er ntly, or look cl away, , hi) million . of J ' \\'S w •r • 
ent too-a hambcrs and Jocked all doors of • ·ap . 
That the v ry Po,Yer haro- d by th nation . of th \\'Orld 

with tabli hing th J , i h ational H me had barred it:; 
door b fore th ma. a re of J , ry began, and had lamm d 
it again t tho e running away from . !aught r-h u. e. , is 
suffi i ntly t rrifying to unhing the mind of many. Ewn 
so, th killing of inno nt people is a rime whi h cannot 1,c 
forgi en. One of th oath impo d upon I. ra l by the 
Almighty, it wa . aid by our ag , wa. that th r · torati n 
of it land . hould not b brou rht about thr ugh vi I ' 11 c. 
J w mu t cl f nd th ir fundam ntal ri hL ; their natural 
and hi tori al right ; the rights acquir d . by th law ol 
nations and bv th ir own r ati on tru tiv a -hi v m nts. 
But the J wi ·h name mu t not be defamed by immoral a ts. 
rot be au e of the evil ffect on the out id w rid, or on 

account of th bad reputation it may give th m h r , there 
or anywher . That i of e ondary on iderati n. Th\! 
,,·orld i no more impr d by J wi. h virtu than by J wi:h 
suff rin v n thou h lip- rvice is paid to both on on-

ni nt oc a ion . It i the charact r and int grity of th 
Jc, i h people whi h i of primar on id ration. J wi ·h 
tradition, J wi h ethic , mu t b pr er <l and mu t r mai.1 
the guiding principle in J wi :;h life. The J , has b n 
lander d for twenty centurie and more· he ha been abu d 

wh n hi Iif wa a m d I of purit and an tity, wh n hi . 
conduct wa ang Ii compared with tho who defamed anJ 

r proachccl him. Th pa ,. of hi history h. v ne\' ' r b en 
black n ·d by uch dad- deed · as " ere ·ommitt d a <rain t him, 
culminating in th ' m t dr adful happ nino-s in th , last 
de ·ad '. But J ' \\ mu..,t r ,..,j..,t th · orru pt<.·d ·urrl'nh of 
killin "· 

•• Zion, ha. t th u n g r ·c ti1w for thy prison ·d s ns , 
That k thy p a •, th · r •mnant f thy flock? 
I \\'Ould pour forth my . oul upon ca ·h -,pot 
\\'here on ·' upon thy youth (; od ' s ..,pir it breathed. " 

Thes ' \\'Ord:-:, of Y ·huda llalcvi, read a nnua lh on th · ::-.:int h 
o[ .\b, th· anniver ary of th d struction of J l· ,~ish s ta t ·hood, 
have a uniqu : ignilican ·' to- <.la). Th irnpri..,01wd on.., 
still in th · ' n ' ·ntration camp of Europe, the impri. oncd 
·on. in Pal·. tin · it ·lf. Th · rul • in Pal ·stine has be •n 
hand d v ' r to G ·n ·ral Barker, "ho so impr ·ssi,·ely demo,1-
trat •d hi . xecutiv pmH·r on .'atu rday, June 29th. Th · 

" ·ont ·mpt and loath ing " for th J ·ws in Pak tin ·, "hi1·h 
h ha · sin 'e op ·nly avo\\ cd, \\ •re striking ly d ·monstratl'd 
on that day when, und •r hi · orders, th· Yishuv and it:-. ins ti• 
tution \\ ·r • raided by tlw tr ps. .\ fin e ·,hibition of nn 
ord rly . ma. h-and- rab of human b ·in:rs. (; ·n ·ral Bark •r 
, ill no doubt r • •i, all th mil itan, hon ur he cl ·s ·n e~ for 
th • di ·tingui . hed and h ·roi • .., ·n ic: h • ha. render ·d on that 
and on subscqu ·nt Q • ·a ·ion~. Th • ..,mashing- o f buikling.., 
and grabbing of people, of thou ancl.., of m ·n, \\'Omen anct 
y uth - and oth r thing. - will 'nhanc' his o, n militar 
g-lory and that of those \\ h \\'-Orkcd with him. 

otc mu. t b • tak •n f the fac t that th · .'abl ath 
day wa: ·ho en f r th h r i display. Parti -ularly th ' arr •st 
of th ' ag ·d Rabbi Fi . hman, on ' ol th • mo-.t \\'Orthy J ·wi sh 
cholars of th day, omp ·lling him to d ' " ·rat ' th ' .'abbath, 

probably for th• first tim • in his lif •. .'uch bra,· ·ry on th• 
part of G n ral Bark r d •s ' r\'c: parti ·ular m ·n tion. J t hO\\ s 
manly and soldi •rly ·ont mpt not only for th • Jc,, s, but a lso 
for th J •wi:h rc·li ri n. in '' th ' G ·neral Olli · ·r 'ommand:
i1w b ·Ii •v '· that J ·w ·an b ·s t b • pun i..,hecl by st ri king- at 
th •ir p ck ·t:- as h : so dl'li ·at ·I put it in hi s onl ·r to thl' 
tr ps not to ha, any int rcour e with them- it is not 
surprising that he i-; a-. compl ·t ·I. in-.l'nsiti, • lo rdig ion a-; 
he i to or:dinary cl · n .. 

" ne sin, l kn w :moth r do ·th provokl'. " ' l h ' raitl, 
th brutal manner in which it was done, the beating- of pcopie, 
th ·m.1shing of furnitur ·, th· damaging- and r ·moving ,,f 
thill'r. , the det nlion of thousands for ov ·r a month "ithout 
·harg , " ·re, in ·ff ct, a cl •cl a ration of v,ar on the Jc" s i1~ 
Palcstin . C ·n ·ral Bark •r has said as much in hi · orcl •r. 
,\II Jews in Pal stin he . ay. , ar r ' p n ible for th · out
rages, and they mu. t all b puni. h ·d. 

If that be tru , Jew might ·harg-' all Engli . hm en \\ ith 
r . ponsibility for th ' d ·ath f 760 J 'wi h refug- ·es- 111 n, 
\\'Omen and children, wh w ·r , dro\\ n ·d in th· " .'lruma ", 
for s me 200 J , i. h liv . lost in th ' •' Patria, '' and for th · 
793 J w~ ~\'110 perish ·d in th ' ".'ah ador." They wer • all 
victims of ti1e Briti:h ,\dmini . tration, "hich slamm •cl tt1 ' 
Joor in th ir faces when th ·y " ·r • ·scapin r from th ' d ·ath

traps of Hit! r. 
But no re pan. ible J ' W ,, ould blam the British pcopl • for 

th inhumanity manifc. t d by a f ·w people in Do~ ning tr ·t 
or in J ru alem. an J \\·s bl, m ' th ' p ·oplc of Britain 
for tltc immoral and illegal \ hit · Pap r f 1939, "hicl1 
·ost th liY ~s of t ·ns or thousand of J '\\' - though that 

\\'Ould b more lo i al b cau. that ill ral act wa-. 
arri d out by the v rnm ·nt of the ·ountry. But 

J w blame m ·n lik Mr. Malcolm Ma Donald and ·ompany 
for the rue} outrage inni tcd upon th rn, knowing th 'Y had 
not the upport of th Briti!->h people, nor v n of Parliam nt, 
whi h had be n tri k d, or doclg ·d, a th pre cnt Prim • 
Minister aid at th time. ' l th rallant G ·neral Barker 
blame all the J w f th i. hu f r an utrag ommitt .·I 
by a [ w av r wh m th· J ·w. hav no auth rity and • uld n t 
have had authority. 

fr. H ' rb rt Morri n and other. pr t nd to b . ho k d 
bv a tat m ·nt by m ml ·r • of th Ex · ·uti\ ' that it was 
clifli ult to app ·al t J , . in Pal ·. tin to obs n the law 
wh n the Mandatory jt: If wa. violating it. But it is th· 
truth. 

Did the ru ·1 b trayal of 1939 hav th law b ·hind it? 
\ hoe law? \ hat law? Of rour. , "tlwr n vi •o 
simple but as ·um s ome mark of virtue on the outward 
parts." Hen e the apprO\ al in ·om • quart ·r f ,, rything 
that i done in th nam of th law, with ut askin th' 
nature, the origin, th v ry le alit • f that law. For, 

" In law, what pl a . taint cl and rrupt 
But being ea n d with a voi e, 
Obscures the how of il. ... '' 
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The Prime Minister is right in insi ting that la~v and ord1!r 
must be maintained. But he must first establish whethL·r 
the present rule is based on law. 

The law is indeed vital. Israel and the Torah (The Law) 
is one as our ancients have said. But th<' law must be 
arm d' with justice and not merely with big armies and 
weapons. . . 

It i the contention of the Jewi h people that the Bnt1sh 
rule in Pale tine since 1939 has no legal validity. British 
rule derived it authority from, and. ,~as governed by, the 
Pal tine .Mandat . When the provi ions of the Mandate 
are defied, the legality of Briti h rule ceases. 

Thi. fundam ntal fa t i evaded by many di cu ing the 
Palestine is ue. D liberately so, because it touches the core 
of the problem. Some m:mbers of th~ pres~nt Gov~rnment 
should certainly be con c1ou of the illegality of its rule. 
They staunchly fought against ~he policy, not . o?ly because 
it \\'as an act of treachery or, m Mr. Churchill s words, a 
breach of faith, but b cause it was contrary to the law of 
nations, an infringement of the Mandate. 

The British po ition in Palestine is that of an army of 
occupation, if the development of the Jewish National Home 
is frustrated. Entru ted by the nations of the world 
with one of the greate t and most sacred missions in history 
-regarded by the British people at the time as a Provi
dential privilege-the Chamberlain Government conYertcd 
the mission into an hi tori_c betrayal; the betrayal of a loyal 
and devoted ally and the betrayal of an international tru. t. 

That mortal blow wa inflicted upon Jewry when Hitler 
let loose his bloodhounds on the Jewi h nation. It was a 
sop to Hitler as to the ex-Mufti and his gangs who for three 
years had been killing men, women and children, burning 
trees and fields and generally engaging in de tructive work 
in Palestine. 

To Jewry itself it was one of the greatest shocks in jts 
history. British promises were regarded as sacred. On 
the basis of its pledges, reinforced by international law, Jews 
put the ardour of their soul, the passionate love for Zion, 
the vigour of their mind, their energy and skill to r viving 
their ancient home. Yet at the very moment when life in 
Europe was becoming a_ purgatory to millions of them, a 
policy was devised to de troy their hopes, their national 
home. • 

'' Thou has beguiled my hopes; naught but mine eyes could 
have persuaded me . . . who should be trusted now when 
one's own right hand is perjured to the bo om." 

That treacherous act against the Jews was committed 
shortly before the long, horrid night began. 

* * * 
\Vhen Mr. Malcolm MacDonald, in the name of Britain, 

turned the Palestine Mandate into a scrap of paper, the posi
tive provisions, aocording to the law of nations,. to reconsti
tute the national home, became a dead letter. Having enforced 
the policy wi_thout the consent of the ouncil of the League 
of ations and contrary to the decision of the Permanent 
Mandates Commi sion, British rule in Palestine is arbitrary. 
The Jewish people as a whole, and the Yis'huv jn particular, 
had ;ejected the policy of the' vVhite Paper; they have openly 
and unequivoca11y declared that they would resist any rule in 
Palestine which was in conflict with their right under the 
Mandate. 

The General Council of the Zioni t Organi ation, at a 
meeting in Jerusalem on the eve of the Mandatory's decision, 
drew the attention of His Majesty's Government to the grave 
con equence involved in the adoption of a policy which 
would be contrary to the international obligations of Great 
Britain under the Mandate, condemning the Jews to remain 
a perman nt minority i_n Palestin_e, and depriving them of the 
right to settle in parts of the country. 

" The Jewish people," the Zionist Counci_l declared, " and 
especially the Jewish community jn Pale tine, will not shrink 
from any acrifi e in oppo ing the etting up of any regime 
calculated to de troy the only hope left to them. The Jews 
will persist in returning to Palestine whatever the restriction 
imposed or the suffering entailed. It will not be po ible 
to impose any regime <le troying the Jew~ h ational Home 
xcept by force of bayonet and the bedding of Jewish blood. 

The Jewi h people i anxiou ly concern d for the pre erva
tion of peace in Pal~ tine and the _maint~nance of fri _ n~ly 
relations and the closest co-operation with Great Bntam, 
specially at this grave moment _in int~rnational affair~." 

And in a manife to by the Yi huv m May, 1939, 1t was 
stated : ·" The Mandatory may repudiate the promi_se to our 
people, but hi tory cannot deny the eternal prom1.se to the 

Jews.'' The manifesto which ~ollowed a d~mW1stration _of 
j()(),(X)() people said: '' The Jewish people will fight for its 
rights and its future: the struggle wi11 be. ha_rd, and _the 
centre of the struggle is with the commumty m Palestme. 
It will not yield." . 

And the Palestine Labour Party, at a special conference, 
declared that the new poli y of the Mandartory Government, 
imposing a political maximum for Jewish imm~ration, " is a 
flagrant breach of faith with the Jewish people at the mo, t 
tragic period in their hi tory and a vi<;>lation of the tr~ t 
placed in England by the League of Nations. The Palestm 
Labour Party denies the Mandatory Government the mon 
ar:id legal right to maintain its rule in Palestine while c

pudiating the moral and legal basis for that rule--namely, th· 
Mandate and the Balfour Declaration. 

The twenty-first Z~:mist Congress on the eve of the out
break of the war unanimously declared tnat '' the policy of 
the White Paper threatens the very existence of the Jewish 

ational Home; h widens the gulf between Jews and Arabs; 
it is not conducive to peace jn Palestine; it cannot be carried 
in to effect. . 

"The Congress declares that the Jewish people will not 
acquiesce in the reduction of its status in Palestine to that 
of a minority, nor j_n the subjection of the Jewish Natjonal 
Home to Arab rule.'' 

* * * 
The :\1andatory Power took no heed of the appeals, warn

ing_ and requests, supported by eminent men in Britain, to 
submit the case to the Court at The Hague. 

It remained unmoved by poignant scenes witnessed at 
Haifa when, after having remained for days in custody, 
having been caught off the shore at Nathanya, one ship af~er 
another carrying Jewish refugees from Germany, Austna, 
the Sudetenland and the new '' Protectorate '' of Czecho
slovakia was s;nt away to sea by the British custodians, 
who ref~sed the wanderers an asylum in 1their national 
home. Hundreds of men, women and children, travel-weary 
refugees who had been. at sea for over a mont~, vainly_ se~k
ir:ig a haven, were dnven back f_ro~ Palestine terntonal 
waters to the Nazi-oppressed terntones. They were sent 
back to the death-traps of Hitler. They were thrown to the 
wolves. 

Is it denied that these unfortunate people were driven 
b;:ick like sheep to the slaughter-house? Slaughtered they 
w re. Yet when Jews became restive when-after three 
years of rah terror and violence, during which hundreds 
were killed monthly-they received the blow from the Man
datory, and " their blood not so cold and temperate as n~t 
to be stirred by indignities and cruelties," and there was seri
ous tension Ben Gurion, in a striking article, which appeared 
in all the Hebrew papers, strongly condemning any act of 
terrorism, appealed to the Jews "not to defile a legitim~te 
truggle by contemptible aberrations such as demented mis

creants have been guilty of in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa and 
Biyar Ada . '' The killing of jnnocent Arabs and Jews, he 
wrote, and act of en ele s sabotage are only calculated 
to help their enemies. 

vVhcn the war broke put, Ben Gurion jn Palestine, as 
Dr. \,\,:eizmann in London, urged upon Jews to co-operate 
with Britain in the war effort as if there had been no White 
Paper. The respon e was immediate, and there is no need to 
recall the Jewish contribution to the war effort despite a_H 
the ob tacles placed by the Palestine Administration to their 
co-operation. 

The process of Jewish extinction in Europe had not yet 
ommenced, but all preparations were being made. Some , 

Jews were still in a po ition toe cape. They wanted to take 
refuge in their National Home. Had they been allowed to <lo 
so they could have been saved. But no. The road of rescue 
was blocked. Without justice, contrary to law, contrary to 
honour, without humanity, without mercy, the gates of the 

ational Horne · were bolted. Jews who had reached the 
shore of their an ienl land were not admitted: they were 
ent " to di , and go w know not where: lo lie in cold 

ob truction and to rot '' ; the door of the National Home 
was locked as firmly as the heart of the holder of the key• 

* * * 
The power of the grave conquered; six million Jews were 

cxtingui h d. ~ ation xpr , ed regret, words and sorrow, 
igh and sympathy. Y •t th re is no sen e of gu_ilt. No 
en e of hame that ome of these victims might have been 
aved, that tens of thou. ands might have been rescued but 

for the callou indiffer n c to the cries of agony of the 
martyr . There wa one reply to all appeals by Jews and 
Briti h humanitarian : Wait till the war is over. The war 
came to an end. The common enemy was defeated. Briti.sh 
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Labour - ·ur d political pow r. The British Labour Party, 
in common with th lat Lloyd Georg- and other Libcr~d 
lead rs, and in ·ommon "it h ~fr. 'hurchill, opp>. eel the 
policy of th \Vhitc Paper b caus' it was ill ·gal nnd unju. t, 
because it wa. a br aeh of faith and, in th word nf ~Ir. 
Herbert :\forrison

1 
"eYil." In the word of :\fr .. o •l-Bak r 

(who, on behalf of Labour, mo\' cl a " t of C{'n . urc again . t 
the GO\· ·rnment in conn tion \\ith that <locumcnt), th 
policy \\'as that of Dr. ( rO •bb ·Is' \\ atch - \\'Orel: 
"Jud nr ·in ''; a , iolation of thr law of th ).Jandat ; anct, 
in th word. of th pr <>nt Prim· ~lini tcr th· Cov rnmr~l 
wcr "flaunting- th authority of th Lea(Yu and Int ·r
national law." The..,c men ar • no\\' in power. They know 
the situation. Th y know that score-; of thousand. of li,_ls 
wer lost thr ugh th outragcou . a 'l; th')' th 'm!->el\' s had 
frequ ntly drawn th· (;overnm ·nt 's attention ~o th ta t; 
th y wer not alon ·, but they took th· I ·ad 111 th ' fight . 
. \nd thev mad pmmi. es; th y were pl dg- ·cl to change th 
~ituation. 

Th y know, too, that th r rnnants :verc rott_in(Y i_n th' 
con - •ntration camps. Th y arc aware ol th' tcrnbl '. picture 
of th r mnants "dyin r en·s gleam d forth th 1r a . hy 
)io-ht like dying coals burnt out in t dious nights.'' 

t>Wl;at hav they don ? othing-. \\ ords of . ympathy, 
promise d lay. and vasions. "To-morrm , and to-morrow 
er p in

1 

thi petty pa from da) to day." .\n<~ on top of 
it on of th ir 1 ading spokcsmt"n, who abo asp1r ·d to be
come an archit 'd of the Jc.:\ ish future, jc r d and jok<·d 
at a tortured nation, a people mourning ~ix million of ih 
martyrs. 

Th c arc in ·011troY rtibl facts. Th'\ do n t aton • for 
abominabl crim ;s J ·ws. But ·they xplain the 
unforgivabl a t in J ru al m, folio\: ing a. th y <lid . ~1?rtl) 
after th rule in Pal tin had be ·n hand d ov ·r t military 
control and th arr st f Jc-wi. h lead ·rs, who for year~ had 
done their utmo. t to r' train Yiol ·nc • and who fr ;qu ·ntly 
expo, d th •ir own live. to pr \' nt the lo. of other Ii, '!->. 

* 
Jews and gratitu<l . The gratitud J ;,v: owe _to Gr at 

Britain i being continually rung into our ·ars. I1 n nds and 
enemies alike remind us ( th fa · t, a if J ·w had C\Cr 
been ungrateful to any ountry that a cord d th m fair 
treatment. 

\rVorld Jewry wa more than grat ful to Britain [or _manJ:~ 
generations. o oth<:r 1rn~io1~ had , ngagcd th aff ction ol 
the Jewish people a did Britain. 1 hat was cnhan ed by th 
Balfour Declaration whi ·h om· member~ of th 1overnmcnt 
at the tim hara terised a. partn r hip. It wa. thank to 
th J w , and to no e ·tion more than mcri an J " ry, that 
Britain wa. ntru. ted with the Manclat . 

But it wa th Mandatory that 1 t down the J " . ; pu ·h cl 
them wh n they wcr on th edg fa pr ipic . ,, hat i th 
sense of sugge ting ingratitude? Or what is the sen e of 
-barging J ·w • in th' nited tat s with making anti-Briti h 
propaganda, b ·au. they pre for what th y regard a the 
legitirnat claim of th Jewi h peopl ? 

Jewry, of cours , still remember " the kindne . of thy 
youth." As long a. there are people in Britain who continu 
to champion th cau of ju tice to J w - and to uphold th ' 
old Briti h tradition of fair play~and the debate in Parlia
ment <;trikingly illu trated that th r ar many who cling to 
the old tradition-the J " i h people will not ·v r its old 
attachment. 

But it i hardly r a onable to xpe t from Jewry gratitud' 
to that .Britain w·hi -h had brok n it - faith to th m and broken 
th law of nations in r gard to Pale. tin ! The tragic tory 
of the Jew in Egypt began when there aro e a new king 
that kn w not Joscp.h and want d to "deal "\J i. ly" with 
them 1 st they multiply .... 

* * * 
Je" s ar grat >fu] to the Britain of th Bible, th Britain 

of fair play, th Britain that Yalu ,c1 moral for and had 
1 h will and ·ouragc to be ju t and the magnanimity to be 
humane. The . tat m n l is u d from 10, Downing Str et is 
in ac ord with th . pirit of th o ·a. ion "\J hich produ • ·d it 
-th wi -keel a t of dragging away martyr d p ople, tortured 
Jcwi. h ouls, from th shor of their fatherland. The do u
m nt boa t of Britain'. kindn . . to Je~ . But tho. r ·
sponsible for the mi leading. maliciou pa quinadc ar th 
la t to tak er dit for kindn . Th· trotting out of the 
virtu (" th r ar no pogrom in England"), th p rv 'r
sion of truth and distortion of fa t. , the half-truth , are 
hard! in th traditional Briti h spirit whi h ha. al" ay , 
in pir d r vcren e and ven affe tion in Jewry. 

The use, or mi u , of the Briti. h navy to for e away from 
Pal . tin hunt d and haunted J w , aft r all th ir tra ic 

l'~twm·ncl·,, to IH'\\ capti, it) i, a, alil'n to Briti..,h ju..,tic • 
a, thl' ,tatl'nwnt justifying- it. But tlw action in Haifa a 
product of a hard, l') nical rl·ali,m of power politics- ho\\ \ r 
ruthk~..,, \\ ' :i" at I ·,t...l op ·n and straightforward; till' ,tat ·
ml'nl l'\.plaining t lw , ·tion i, mean and un.., ·rupulou..,. 1 t i-. 
11nprcc •cll' nt d a . a . tall' docum ·nt \\ hich, thoug-h applauded 
in l'{'rlain quartns, i~ not likely to height n th• pr ·stig of 
the Briti,h (;m ·rnml·nt. It i., l":I") to malig-n and lih ·l tlw 
Jl' \\ ish p ·opl • (or " e,trcnw Zioni..,m " ), hut a statl·ment 
~trano·lino· thl' truth cloe.., not ..,tr ·n~th~·n a cas •. It ..,Jwuld ~ ~ u 

on r ·lketinn, " l' ig h hc:~l\ ily on the con ciPnc of tho. r ' -
--pon,ibll' for it . ILnt\BlT . 

LIF·E I THE YISHUV 
LETTER FROM PALE TINE 

rfHE arrl'st of_ four nwn_,hl'r..., ot:.th • J~·\\·i.,h .\g 't:(Y E. l ' l u-
ti, • and ol t hl' pfl',1<knt ol the \ aad Leumi; SL'ardws 

in morl' than 25 of the agricultural . ettlt.·nwnts; th· on up,l
tion of the .\o '11l'\" building.., in J ·rLhakm b) British troop ; 
..,earches in Tel .\.vi,· in man) public building~; th· arr •,t of 
mor • than 3,000 p rsons, and a ·urfl'\\ aft ·r dark I hi., i-, a 
brid !.um man ot n.·rt"nt happl'ning..,. I l is prelt) tough, but 
it cannot in the I ',ht con, cy t lw impr ·~sion of th' •, ents. 
Pal •,tine h,h had a chcqu ·red hi.,tor) from th' b' rinning- of 
th· f1rst \\orld war and Palt·..,tinl' Je,n) has ron' throu rh 
tr) ing- e:xperie1we.., b ·fore. But . none or th ·m pr_oduc ·d 
feeling.., of such bitt ·rn • ..,~ :ind cxntcm •11t a.., tho • ol r ·~- ·nt 
da, s. l t is, ind -ed, quill' imp<h..,ihl ~ to gaug • th ·tl • ·t, 
0 ( th•~ , happenings. But it ran b • ~ai\l that it wi~l tak' a 
, •ry long t im , h •fort.· t hl' da1_nage don" 111 th' last f_ew <!ays 
i r pair •d. . ot thl' mat ·rial damage,• althoug~1 ti might 
turn out to b • h •av,, but the moral damage: th· rift bet\\ • ·n 
the J 'Ws and th' British. . . . . 

Pal ,..,tinian J •wry wa.., hurt at l\,o of 1h mo t _ ·n,1tl\' ' 
p ints by th• raid.., on th' J ·wi~h .\g-en ') and th· aB'n_-ultura\ 
...,dtl ;mt.·nt:. Th · occupation of th • .\g ·n • build111 r by 
Briti!->h troops and th · arre!->t of th · J ·wish I •ad ·rs <am_· as 
a ·ompl •k . urpri, • to ·,·cryon •. Th· annm~n ·emcnt oi ~h' 
High Com1T1ission •r that there was n<~ int ·nt1on t~ p_ro..,cnhl' 
the .\g ·n 'Y eould not alt ·r th· !a ·t . that the . butld1ng was 
o -cupied an I se. rch ·d, that non' ol th' !.tan wa.., allo;~ed 
to 1 • pre. •nt, and that th· lead ·rs w ·re ~rr · ~~ :<.1, l lw 
dcdaration by th GcH·crnmcnt tJiat tlw quiet citizen had 
nothing to fear, a th• a · lion wa~ tak ·n onl_ for th' "l~~
pr •s~ion of th • t{:rror, coulcl not altl'f th· tact that th· a rn
cultural . elllcm •nts had to ..,uffl·r on • aft ·r th· oth ·r und ·r 
military scar -h ·s, whi h up. ·t on • of th main s' tors of 
J '\\'ish coloni. ation. Th r •. ult is, of ·our ', a furth ·r 
·lo!->ing of th · rank: within th· Yi huv. 

During th• last months diff r ·nc • as to th· m asurcs to 
b • adopted by th · J ·w in Pal '!.tin· w r' appar ·nt ,ery
wher •. \\'id· s • ·tions tri d to find m ·ans to eliminat • 
t ·rrori~m. But th a lion " hich th· Go\' ·rnm ·nt b ·gan 
on 'aturday, Jun • 29, rou. cl th · d • ·p ·sl oppt>sition in l'\cry 
quart r. 

Th, m tin r of th· Inn ·r Zionist 'oun il ancl the Vaa 1 
L •umi, h kl in Jcrusal m imm ·diat ·ly aftl'r th· military 
op •ration. b gan, wa. all ·ml d not only by th' m ·mb rs of 
th two bodi s and th· m mbcrs of the ,\g ncy who had 
not b •n pla • cl und r arre!-.t, but by rcpr ·~ ·ntati '!-. of muni
cipaliti . and l al coun ils and by _1 ·ad •rs of the Ag-ud~tth 
I rael. Th, r •soluti n adopt d unan1mou!->ly at that m<·et111g 
wa . uppre . cd by th n~or. ~ut ther '. \ _a. n~ n' ~I 1:or 
resolutions to ~how that the J ·, tsh publw 1 • unit ·d m its 
opposition and r entm ·nt again. t th· action tak n by th· 
Gov rnm nt. 

Th• <l • p res ntm ·nt against th· arr ·sts and 
wa a entuat •d by th mann ·r in whi ·h th y w ·r 
out. Th, scar h s in T "i At·iv w ·r • mad· on aturday and 
during . unday big ·rowel: ath ·r ·cl in fr nt f th' building.., 
which had be no, upi •d by th' troops. .\s door w r' f n cd 
op n by tlw throwing of bombs into th building ·, damag' 
wa. .- ,. r and th• ro m of th· offi . . how· 1 that th· 
. oldi r. had don th ·ir job with mor' than ne s. ary f r 
and with ompl ·t disr gard f r th damag ·aus cl. Brok ·n 
do r . hatt r cl ~ inclows, pap rs att r cl 
a d p

1

re . . ing pi tur f d stru tion. Ev n mor d pr sing 
wa. th fa t that d z n. of th •ft: hav b n r port d, in T •l 
Aviv a . , •II a . in th . ttl m nt:. ,ov rnm nt at first 
cl ni d th s r port.. But a day or tv lat .r it wa . . tat cl 
that one . oldi •r wa: arr t l and lhat foll v rng a ar ·h of 
a battalion . v ral sto1 n arti I w r r turn d to th p Ii '. 
. om . hops in th n i hb urhoocl of th building in T ·1 

(C'onlin11ecl 011 pa~e 212.) 
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THE SITUATION IN PALESTINE. 
GOVERNME T STATEMENTS A D DEBATES 

I PARLIAME T. 
Jul11 11'-I, J[J4fi. 

PRIME MINISTER'S STATEMENT, 
h. '. ,'tL\ t:R::'11.\~, l,y ptivalc nolice, a ked _the Jt>

1
rime l~tlinki tebr, 

whether he had anv talemenl to make: conceuung 1e a ac • ~ 
Briti h t.roop , on tlie premises of the J ew1s_h Agency . ancl other plac ;, 
in Pale tine and the detention by force of its E_xecuhv~ Members ~-nc! 
more than one thousand pet· ons; under what mternationa~ aulh01_1t~ 
this st p was taken; and who woultl now p~rform the functions winch 
by int rnational treaty <lernlved on th_ Jcw1 h Agency. 

fr . . '.l."l'LEE replied that he would hko to make a full statement ~n 
the po ition in Pale ·tine. . . 

" The Hou e h been inlmmetl from tune lo ltmc _of acts of sa~~tage 
and t nori m in Palestine. In the face of tho e incidents the military 
and l'iYil authoritie ha\"c shown th grea~cst forbearance_ (cheers) 
and their action has hitherto heen local or dn·ected only again t tho e 
immediat ly re pon' ihle for ~110 pa~ticular incic!enl. 

·rt ha howev r h •come mc.:it>a mi:tlY clear m recent monlhs that 
these incident forr:ied part of a conce1te~ plan1 pre~ar d and exet:uted 
by a highly de,·eloped rnilita r~ orgamsabon with wide prea<l ramifica-
tion,- throughout the country. . . . The Anglo-American Comnntlee called ~p~<:ial attention_ to the 
development o[ illegal armed fore as a sm1ster_ feature m recent 
yea1,; m Pale tine. Th large t i the Haganah e hmate<l to be 70,000 
strong with a mobile trikin~ forCl\ the ralrua~h, of . ?me 5,~ strong. 
Thi. foi·ce ha 1,een developC<l on highly oq~a~us cl n1111tary lines arn~etl 
with the mot morlem equipment. In :1<ld1t1on_ t]lere_ are two ,Jew1 h 
terrori t orgam~ation · the Ir~un Zva1 Lemm, estimated to hav 
between 5 000 and 6.000 adherent trained in street fighting and aho-
tar,e, and 'the , tern grnup which peciali. es in as a sina~ion. . 

1.'he Haganah have been respou ible_ for many in,c1dents m the 
<le truction of prope1 ly a111l an11e1l re 1 tanc_e to the Government. The 
other two ori:tani ations have h er: re p~m 1ble for numerous act of 
violl•nce, nnuder, and the re ·enl k1<lnappmg. . 

'l'he Jewi h Ar,encv ha,·c been t•peateclly warnc1l by the High Com
mis ionei· and H~~L ·oo\'crnmc11t of th gravity of these de,·~lopment 
ancl the dang r to which they woul~ lead. T~1e Anglo:Amencan Com
mitt O in their Report said that pnvate arnu~ co~ lltuted a danger 
to the peace of the world am) ought not to exist. 'Ihe~ expressed ~he 
view that the ,Jewi h .A ency 1.ould a.t once resume actn:e co-operation 
with the Mandatory Power. . Tn 11n- tatement· on May 1 t I drew attention t? these pas~ages m 
the Rei,ort and aid H.)I. U0Ye1nment regardet~ it as essenha~ that 
the ,Jewi h Agency shou1d take a positive par~ m the uppre~ ion of 
the e illegal acti,·itie . In pite of those warnmgs, the situation has 
not improved. On the contrary, thern has recently been a recrudescence 
of terrorist acfo,itv. In the pa t three weeks, abotag~ l? road_ and 
rail communications including the blowing up of the pnnc1pal bndge~ 
over the Jordan h~ cau. ed damages e tunated at o_ver a quakteh o a million pound;. On the night of 17th. June, railway wor ~ ops 
at Haifa were seriously damaged by explos10ns and _fire. TJ1e cJ1~a:x 
came on 18th June when six Briti h officer ~vere k1~nappe tu h ia 
others seriously wounded. Thre 0£ the k1dnappe arn 1 e 
captive. • r • 1 h" J The::-e were the culminating CY nts of a campa1 _n_ o v10 ~n e w 1c 1 
since D cember has cau ed the death. of 16 British so1d1ers ~nd 5 
police. including 7 sol?iers mur<lered m_ cold blood at Tel A v1v ou 
25th April, and material damage exc e<lmg £4,qoo 000. . . H.M. Go,·ernment as )lamlalory l~a,·e the international d~ty of 
maintainin law and order in Pale hne (hear, hear) and ha,e fu11 
authority to take all nece arl ~eps lo that end. It was ~~ear t_hat 
we coul<l no longer tolerate this duect challenge to our authonty _with
out abclicatin thi duty. I know what deep syn:i-pathy there 1s fot 
the suffering gof the Jews of Europe and I ap1;>recial the nat~r~L m
tensity of the feeling of tho e who have exper~en ed the atrocilles ?f 
the Hitler regime, including murder and the takmg o_f ho ~ages bu Hns 
cannot condone the adoption by the J e~s of Pale tme ot ome of tho 
very worst methods of their oppresso1'S m Euro~e. . ... 

The Government, according~y, after con ult~tion with _cwihan ai:i<l 
military authorities in Palestme, ha, e authorised the High omm1 • 
sioner to take all neces ary step to re l~re . o!·der, and_ br ak up 
illegal organisations, including tl!e arr t_ of md1v1duals beheved to be 
responsible for the rec nt campaign of nol~nce. . 

I am sorry to say it included ome lea<lmg members of th~ Je,':1 h 
Agency. Action to this end '":a taken on ~th ?une. . ertam bmid 
ing in .Jerusalem and T 1 Aviv we1 occupied mcludmg the _Jewish 
Agency building in Jerusalem. earche were al o conducted m part 
of the J ewi h settlement . . 

Th manner in which these m a ure wer carried out r fleets great 
credit on the military force and the police, who howed greatest 
restraint hroughout their xten ive op ratio_n . Three J~w were 
killed and thirteen wounded have b n ad'!lnttecl to hospital. One 
Briti h oldier was accidentall_y ~hot and lnlled_. A.bout 2,000 Jews 
have b en detained for queshonmg. There w11l be releases, but I 
have not •et received particular . of tho e set free. Yast amounts of 
arms and ammunition and explo l\'e hav~ already be ~ found. ?-'he 
quantitv i: not yet a e. ed. The. operation· are _not dn· cted agam t 
th Je,vi h community as a whol~, but s?lely agam t those who h_ave 
taken an active part in the campa1 n of Ytolenc , and tho e re pons1ble 
for in ligating and direclin~ it. . 

lthough indiYidual member of lhe ,J WISh_ .\g n ·y have b en d -
tained it i not om inl nlion lo ·lo e or pro cnb th Agency a,;_ uch. 
T should like again to ma it, lear tha~ the GoYernm~~t w11l not 
tolerate an • attemp hy any party to mf\u n a de ·1 1011 o~ t~P 
Palestine question bv fo_rc . T appe ) _to _all p ~ple of good _will I!) 
Pale tine to co-operat with th~ :1Uthor1h~ m roohllj! ~1p h_ • 1!legah
tie and r torin , normal concht10n ol hfe. foanwlnl tin will. not 
oh. rn t, our con id ration· of tlw n port of the Anglo- mencan 
Commi. ion. t ~ 1· • wi"th Following on thi.. arran emen wer ior c 1 cus 10n 
offi ial. of h "( nite<l tate. Gov r~m nt_. ~r h, v don our utipos to 
xp lite thi . . ome pt liminarv •h • u n w r ·ompl tecl. "e hop 

that a further body of American officials will arrive here in a few d3:y 
to complete the examination of the l epo~t. We shal! persevere with 
our attempt to airive without delay at a. JU t and la tmg settlement of 
these problems." 

MR. ATTLEE aclde<l that they would tl'y to have a. di cu sion on the 
Palestine problem before the House ro e f?r the summer rec~ss. ~1ean 
while he would keep the llouse fully mformed of the 1tual1on 111 
Pales line. 

:A:fa. . . ILVER~A.- ask cl the Primo Mini t r if he proposed to 
publish the evidence which had led anyone to b liev that the Jewi. h 
Agency had been responsible for acts, a.ll responsibility for which ho 
disclaimed. Would he say why it was that of all Lhe recommendation 
of the 'ommission the only one which the British Government ha 
adopt cl in isolation from all the others was the one which the 011 
mis ion them elve advi ed them not to take in advance? 

!\IR. TTLEE replied that when full consideration of the documei 
had been made, the evidence would be published. On the econd p .. 
of hi question ho would remind the Hon. Member thal what ha 1 
happened was not simply that the Government had taken acLion, but 
that the1e had been a series of kidnappings and murders. 

fR. W. 1oNSLOW a keel whether the tragic event of the pa t few 
clays would mean a non-implementation of the Commission's Report. 

.Mn. ATTLEE replied that on the contrary the Government would not be 
stopped from going ahead with consideration of that very important 
Heport. , 

~In. OLIVER L\Nt,EY stat cl that the opposition would support the 
GoYernmenl in any action which the fact justified for the suppression 
of organised violence which no Government of any complexion could 
tolerate. The opposition was very grateful for the proposed publication 
of evidence, but he wanted Mr. Attlee to treat the matter as urgent a , 
in view of the gravity of the situation, it was e ential that the full facts 
should be available at the earliest possible moment. 

In .. ATTLEE replied that the full facts would be published as oon a 
po ible, but that would take time, a it involved the seizure of some 
document . 

MR. M. ORBACII a ked whether, in view of aturday's statement by 
the High Commi ioner for Pale tine, that for a con iderable period a 
campaign of vilification and incitement to or threats of violence hacl 
been going on but which wa not confined to only one communily, the 
Government proposed to take steps to deal with the I aclers of the Arab 
community. 

Mn. ATTLEE : As I have stated, we hall not tolerate any violence 
from any party in this Palestine que tion. 

M.r. Attlee did not reply when fa. J. RAN~IN asked whether full con
sideration had been given lo the fact that the arrests were carried out 
on the J ewi h Sabbath. 

1\-fo. CLE'MENT DAVIES said that be associated himself with Mr. 
tanley's remarks. The Government would ha e the fullest upport 

of everyone in maintaining law and order. He wanted an assurance of 
an early <lat when the House could di cu s all those matters. 

Mn. TTLEE said he would like discussion to take place through the 
usual hannels about fixing a day for debate. 

MR. B. JA NER asked whether the nite<l 'lates Government was 
onsulted before t e arrest . 

1\-fn. TTLu: : Th American Government were fully informed. 
MR. J.u NER: Did you consult them? 
MR. ArrrLEE : ... To, Sir. The Government has l.o take full responsibility 

for its own action as the Mandatory. It would be quite unfair to put 
the onus on another Government. 

llB.. ATTLEE told MR. K. W. M. PICKTRORN that he would certainly 
consider the point that the word " Zionist " might be better than 
" Jewi h " when considering such matters. 

Asked by MR. \V){. GALLACHER why the abbath and not the days 
before or aher were deliberately chosen for the arrests, MR. ATTLEE said 
that the matter was left entirely to the authorities in Palestine. 

)IR. S. . ILVERMA : As you say that this is a matter for the 
Mandatory Government, will you ay whether you propose further dis
cussion to allow 100,000 Jews now in Concentration Camp in Europe to 
enter Palestine? 

Mn. ATTLEE : Certainly not. This sugge tion of the 100,000 came from 
the nited tates Government, and it is right that we should associate 
ourseh-e with them. , hat I said was that the Government charged 
with the responsibility of preserving law and order must act on its 
own authority. 

Vr o "NT Hrn HI -GBR00KE : ,vm you express the appreciation of the 
House of the skill and humanitarianism with which the policy has so 
far been carried out. 

MR. ILVER:UA asked leave to move the adjournment of the House 
lo call attention ~o a matter o_f urgent public importance, namely tho 
arrest and det~nbon of. Executive !embers _of the Jewish A gen y a _1 I 
other_ persons m Palestme, and the occupatrnn by armed force of ih 
prem1 es and other places. Forty members stood up in favour, practi
cally all Labour member . Leave was accordingly granted. 

'Ihe debate on lhe motion was fixed for 7 p.m. 
DEBATE ON THE PALESTINE SITUATI01'. 

Mr. SYDNEY SILVERMAN ( ~elson and olne) : I beg to moYe "That 
this House do now adjourn." ' 

I do so by. leave of the Hou~e, fo~ which I am grateful, in order 
to ~ll a.tt-enhon ~ the happenmgs m Pale tine over the week-end. 
I thmk perhaps the right hon. Gentleman the Prime :Minister will 
not complain, for h must be aware that these events have caused 
the grav t 1!1-i giving, indeed dismay, all over the world, and if he 
ca.n do anythmg or s.a.y anything t-0 alleviate those anxieties and that 
uneas~ne that feeling with many of u that we are on the eve of 
a_ ~Jor. tragedy, then h~ will not, I am sure, blame any of us Sor 
g1vrng him that opporturuty. If. on the other hand, he is not able 
to do so,. then I _hope that the Hou will be grateful that it has thi 
opportunity, w~1ch ma.y l_ie the la t opportunity, of warning ~h 
Government a.gamst proceedmg on a. path that may end in thing which 
not only th y would reg1et but which we and all humanitarian an<l 
all progre ively min~ed people the ~orld over would regret. . 

I cannot he1p f ling that my r1ght hon. Fri nd'. statement this 
o._ft moon, framed. a it wa with hi cu tomary re traint and modera
tion, may h3:ve. mi 1~ th . Hou i~to thinking tha.t this matter is le 
grave th n 1t 1 . . L1slemng lo him to-day one would· have thought 
that all that wa 11n-olv d here wa a form of limited action again t 
a. f w p ople or a . mall group in order to 1 e tore to Pale inc la.w and 
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oru 1·, "hich had be n taken from it Ly the action of a. .,,ui. 11 g1oup 
or a. few people. )1 right, hon. Frieu<l know~ that that i uot . >. 
'fhi is not a limite<l, moderate, admiui. trativo action. 'Ihi is plaiu 
na.k d war upon the Jewi h national home, war of th' \\'lute .Paper t 
1939 wn<lemn d by the right hon. Gentleman, b • tlu l>arty, by 

lembei- itting on th Fl'ont Ben ·h no\ and by th Le d r of the 
ppo itioo at the time. Let no one think that nothin, I, than thi 

is i1wolved. Look at my right hon. Friend· 1igurc . H said-and 
I am not concern rl t-0 dispute i~that the Hagana • n i. ted or 70,000 
to 80.000, I think w<1s th figure. The total Jewi h population of 
Pale tine, man, woman and child, both xes and of a11 a~e , is 600.000. 

an it ho d ni d that the attempt by th Admini tration by naketl 
force to tli arm 80 000 people out or a. population of that kind m<'ans 
nothing lse than war, wai· in every city in Pal line, war in eve1y 
settlement? Thi. House may w1 h lo ju til'y it; t,hi H u o may think 
that it i n e:< ry; thi Hou may think that th r is no oth~t 
way· thi Hou may think that the action of the Gov rnm nt 1 • 
ju t.ified; but if it i to come to that c n ·lu ion let, it. u with . fu~l 
rea.li , tion of what i i1woh·ed, and not on the a ·umpt1011 that 1t b 

m mall, liinited and r ~trained admini trath·e action that- i. o\· r 
in 24 hour. 

It i not mer lY that which i invoh-e<l in Pal' tine. I fear it will 
be r i led. It ( not for me to say whether it hould or hould not 
be, but let 1\Jemb rs of thi • House on i<ler what th p opl in Pale"• 
tin ought to do in the circum tances wh n the tank and the Hrl'll 
gun caniers ani,· in the ea.rly hour of th morning in th ir . _ttl~
ments. Let hon. l\Iembers think inst~a<l what l-hev would do 1f 1L 
were their house , their villag s, thei1· town,- or their . l1 ls lhat 
were b ing im·aded i1t that way. ... ot met· ly i • it that, but thl'r<' ii
an international qne tion invoked. Thi i,.; 11 t. m<'rel~- w r bv llw 
Pale.tine Admini tr tion to di arm the J e\\i It Defence Force o[ 
Pale tine it.self and att mpt to put the· Jewi h ,\p;<'m·~· out of action. 
It i all very well to say that ju t a few n1t-mbC'rs o( th executive 
have been ane t d, but Brili:,h ~lilitary Fotl'e ha\' l' ou:upicd the 
building of the J wi h Agency in .Pale tin . nnd th •y are till in 
oc •upation. D the o, ernment. expect l l\at a11y member of tlw 
e .·eoutiYe or the Jewi h Ag ncy who i!A now at lihcl'ty will he prepar•(l 
to negotiate for or lo r pre nt. the Jewish peupl' or to ·ontinu to 
perform the functions of the Jewi h Agency while their colleagi.ll': 
remain uncharged. untried, in concentration amps? 

fr. ,J.\)tE GL.\ ·viLLE : They killed Bdti~h l<lier . 
l\fr. . TL ,·ERMA. : The .-\.gency has the same tight in Pale tine a the 

Briti,;h Government [Hm,. )wrnER_ : " To"]. Tho Ag ncy ha 
tho ·1 me right in Palestine a the Briti. h Go,·crnm nt. It i not 
there I..>,· t.ho lea,·e and licence of the Briti h C:overmn nt • it is not 
the cte,ition of the Biiti h Government: it <loe not derive its t~tu. 
from the Brit.i h Government or the Palestine cl mini t.rntion; it i 
a creation of international law. Further, the Ilritish Goverrun nt 
canno deny it right a a. ct·eation of international htw without denying 
their own right to be in Palesforn at all. Both of them are creations 
of the Mandate, ,and I am amazed that the right hon. GenLleman should 
have thought it right to make an attack of tha.t kind not a. hastily 
·oncei,·ed attack, but a long, premeditated attack, without consulting 

any of the other Powers involved. The mandatory power and ti, 
Agency are co-trustees. Jf tho co-trustee fall out a.bout th i11ter
pretation of the tru t deed it will not do for one tru tee to put the 
other tru tee in gaol, and then proceed to hoot th b n ficiarie . 

I congratulated tho Foreign Secretary a the time-when it wa not. 
a. popular thing to do--when he succeeded in bringing th nited tateq 
of A.me1 ica. into active w-opera.tion with Britai.111 o that the bu rd 11 

of re. pon ibility honld not r t on thi country alone, hu.t hould be 
hared b~· other countrie , particularly by tho wh w pr s ing 

th B1 iti h Government to do thing~, and whi ·h would rightly hav, 
been a ked to ha.r the 1·e pon ibility for doing them. I con ratulated 
the Forei?;n retar on bringing the nited , tale into co-operation 
with the Briti h Government in the etting up of that joint Committ . 

in e that ommittee unanimously report d, my right hon. Friend' 
~-ea.. n for not ven having done anything about it., or not even ba.ving 
rndicated the B1-iti h Government's aLtitude to it, even in principle. 
ha b;e!1 that they cannot do anything until they ha.v agreed with 
~he l: 111t~d tates of America. about how many p ople are to cop1 
~n, who ts to bear t~e. ~~ t, and who i to shar the re pon ibilit-ie , 
tf there are re pons1b1hties, of defence. Not ono thi11g could Hi 
lfaje ty's Government find to do alone, except thiit one thing-attacking 
th J wish Agency and putting it out of a lion. 

Why is thi done? I listened carefully to the Prime Mini ter this 
a.~ternoon. . I haYo not, of ourse, ha.d tho opportunity of checking 
lus. wor~s 111 t.h OFFICIAL _REPORT, and, therefore, if I misrepre. ent 
~uunt~nt~onally wh t he said I hope he will corr t, me. I li tene<l 
111 vam m that statement for any accu tion that the Jewish Agency, 
or any member of its Executive, was respon. ible, dir Uy or indirectl.\.·. 
for any act of terror. I should like to know now, is that the charge 
made or not! Do the Government charg fr. Shert-0k, head of th 
political department of the Jewi h Agency now in concentratio11 
camp. of any active terror, either dire t or indir t, by personal 
participation, incitement, or by encouragement or in ligation? If h 
doe . let me . ay that it is not merely a question of producing som 
day .. ome e,·idence mewhere. It mu t b hi plain duty to bring hi 
charge before a court competent to .deal with it, and to $!:iv the peopl 

harg d w.ith specifi offences an opportunity of d aliug with th 
harg-e and replyine; to any evidence that wa given. Do '1lot <lo 

it. in the way the ~ "azi did it in occupied Europe --
.Mr. PrcKTHOR : lthough we did it with th " 18B-er,." 
:\fr. ILVER_J\ : The hon. Gentleman know. that I protested about 

that at the time. Do not let u do it th wa w did it in India, or the 
way we did it in !reland. J?o not try and do it without formulating 
the char~e. ancl without lettmg the harge b an wered, if it can bf' 
an w red. 

£ ow about Ha$!:a1rn. One would haY thought, Ji t ning to mv righ 
hon. F1 i nd, tliat th r wa something new about thi~. or oniethinrr 
n w about the a, o ·ia ion of the Hagaua with the ,T wi.-h ..\gen v. T 
beg ::\f mher. to draw the proper di.tin ti n in the. e matter . I • nm,· 
be hard to do it. lmt it i, a duty to do it before conclu"lion are dr w;1 
or a tP.rl upon. Ther i. all th difference in the world hetwe n :, 
highly ,1i,cipli11ed and trained defence force lik Ra •ana. nnd the , "Cl 

mall t •rnni t group. known a lrgnn Z,ai L 11111i and the .'l rn gr~up. 
Tho,-r di t111 ·lwu u1u:.t alway:; he drawn. 1 i-ay to 111y hon. l•'nen<l 
the )lcmh r !or ( onsdL {;\11'. UI, n,·illf'), who 111lcnupt u me a f w 
1no11wnt: ago thaL nobody cha1g1 s the Hagaua w1th any , cti,· te~ror 
of that kind.' Tho vent he ha,, in mi1ul ar the , ork of in-(· pon,;1blo 
s111< 11 g1ou1_> • who, in :-o L1_r a. thPy lrn,·e bee!l r<' ti, i11t>1l at all, h_aYo 
bl•en n•~trarned by Hagana 1l di. \\ IH•n the w1cke1I a t of th a: a. rna
tion or l..otd loyne, took plac , it was the Hag,m. , ho tr u tho 
lulpril", an :-tell th m, antl· ha111l(·d thl'm over to ju. lie . ly right 
hon. ]ri nu know. tlw 1acb. Thi. i.- 110 :-ccrct fore , lhi. i no unofficial 
or ill ~al thing. The ,Jcwi. h .\gcm·y ha~ ha~l a. har of l he r ,;pon-
iLility for tho orga11i~alion o( a ti fl'I\C force, to , ryh1)d:,:' knowledge 

and witll eY rybody's ·onr- nt, for many ycarl-1. \\ lw11 \I 1. chm by
( :or . a. h t.h n. wa: ga,· l'\ id(•1we li [or•, 1 think 1t, wa>", lh Pcl•l 

ommi.,;io11, the fat,., 'wer<' clear. 'l'he llagana cnm• into ll•al l'xi.tence 
at th tune wht>n the man1hto1v Pow r was con:picuou. l) failinv; in its 
duty to pr en·e law ·111,l 01'<1 •r , nd ctmily for life and limb in 
Palestine. 

That i;- not th harg mad(• hy the J wi. h .\g~n ·y. It. i. not, ma<l 
In• indi,·iduals )lcmhl•t·: of thi Ilou:-e. ot· othcnvu.•. Thn charge has 
hct•n mad l pcatt>dly i.11 repo1t aft r report of 111111i. ion .:ct ll~ by 
thi House to inquire info thi: f\Ul' ·tion. If the Ilagana l1ad 11ut e. 1.·t cl 
th . national hom in Pale. tine would haYc disapp(•an•d lo11g ago. But 
11ot 111 rely did it corn into exi,-tence with tho full approval of the 
m,111datory Power in tho,-c time., hut, durin tlie war. it wa.· armed aud 
equippcd.l,y the llriti.·h military Force;; in th .!\liddl, Ea.·t, and 
co 01wra Nl with th m Lo th• full. ft.- rnemlwr fou~hl 011 llVPr_v battJp . 
fieltl in the liddlc EasL :111d , ind ed. cl:- whM·l•. , hen Ho111111Pl looked 
a if ho might break through. all(l the Briti;..h military authmitit•s w r 
looking , rouncl for nnyonc in tlw ;\Jidtllf' Ea L who r~nilcl lw r h a up~n 
to 1c,-i. t, wa.- it to EgypL that tht•y loo keel, was 1 t, to the ,\ rah: m 
Pal , tin<' that lh<'y Jook<'d, wa it. to the ..\rah:,; a11ywlrnrt' tha.t_ they 
1 ke.d? (•ertainly not. It wa the llagana. upon whulll t h<•y relied .. 

It i .aid that tht ,Jowi. h .\~ !IQ' Jaill•ll lo ·o-operate. l'o -oprrall' 111 

\\hat ? \Yhat wa~ it duty"! It ,,a: to rn-op'ralc with lh _ 111:1n,l~tory 
PuW<'l" in facilitating immigration and building up the Jpw1sh na.tio!1al 
hoh1e. 'fho mand, tory I ower, the lhilish lo~·cn.nn •~1t, :topp d d01_ng 
t!,~t in 1938. ,vhat, wn . lhet lo C.O · p rate w1lh r '] I) l'O·Operak Wl~h 
tlw .\Jmini ·tra.tion in implcm nting the , 'hit Pa.per, . to t·o opl.'rate ~11 

k<•<tping refug c Jew.- out of l~al ,.-tin , to co op rat.o with (~c~t_roy 'L'. m 
. firing upon wr lrhcd lilll(• lup_ •. oYc~cr~wtl ti alm ·t, lo_. 111krn~ ~owt 
with pc pl who ha~l es apcu w1Lh ti1en live::: bu~ only with_ th •1r l_1ves, 
a1ul who wP1 lonkwg for a hom _111 P~le:-luw _rn the :I \-.1:;h n~tional 
honH' ~ How could th •y LO operat '. H ti.- lie . aul tl_,at t!l t ho.-P. ( ~ru1m
. tance ·thy ought to have mpcll <l_thc ~orul t~on 111 _Pa1t:.t11ll: to 
CO·OpPt tc with_ th lll, ndt\l<?ry J>ower Ill ~-e. 1:t111p; ~llcgal lll!llll~Ja~\01:, 
I ay lo my nght hon. . .l< _n nd that h 1_ e_. p ·tmg _the 1111po,-.,-1hlc: 
. • oho1lv with any pr l n.-1011. to l adersl11p m Pale l111c- ( ~,ulc\ ha, c 
<>ndca,~our d lo off r that kincl of <:o-operation without a.l.idw,llwg all 
authority a.nd all influ nco with th setllement_ i~t 1'.tle,-Li111•. 

It i all very well to y th y w •re wrnng: 1t 1~ all V<'l) wPII lo • ay 
that all that w. illegal. Bu hon. Member mm,t reilccl. ) ou <':tll, '!f 
c:onr.~e deal witl1 illcgalily as it occurs. You can rrprc _., it. Tha_t.. JS 
not a. ~•pry .. y thing to_do, but, if you are prepared to_ ~lo al! tit~, rhrty 
work that I n e ry 1L •an be . uppreSl ed. The Bntish Emp1r can 
do it; it i powerful 'uough to do it. If Ilriti h oldier and airmen 
can be p r,;uaded to do what i. invoh-cd, this illegaliti can he up
pr ·c<l. But is it not l, lter to look for the caui-c of it, an,l try lo 
r mo\· th cau ? If you a11 r move the cau e.- of it all() ~top it in 
that way, i • not thnt a very much better thing than all this bloo<l, 
thi , poiwning of th al1110. pher , this turning back on ideal~ awl lrop .
and dr am · tha.t you your clve: have built up ? Th l"IU>i<' nrf' known. 
Th,r i. no s rct ahout tlwm. 1 h cause of violcnc i. u ually d1•,-pair. 
The cau • of violence i1t llalc.-tine i. cle,-peration. 

uppo o that a. femb 1· of lhis House had . urvivcd fh y ar: i11 
Bels n or Buchenwald, uppo, that he had held on during all tho. e 
year hoping when hop it Ir was clead, antl . uppo,e that, there had 
ome to him at the encl o[ fiv year of that, liberation. uppo • lha 

he ha<l no friend le[t in. he world, no wire. no hildren, no parent:, 
no relativ ·; :uppos that hi house had di. appl•ar <l, and h w re alon 
ther in lhe camp; suppo. lhat you ave hirn a n w hope, nd lh 11 

you <li:c-appoinl d that hope d3:y after day, ~~t>ck after . w ck, mon_lh 
after month. Hitler n ver prom1.ed them anyt1,111g. He did not pron11 
them life or a folur , or a national home. Th, Rtitish Oov riun n 
did. Our La.hour Briti h Go,· rnment. our o iafo,t Briti!Ah Go,·ern
ment a.re ommitted up to the hilt, a~ much a:; the ,Tewi h .\gen y, or 
more' to lhe Jewi h national home. I know th y ha.v had much to do 
and {nuch to think of. I know they have faced up to it maufully, with 
coUJ age nnc1 with vi ion. I can forgive ~hem t~e ?elays and va il_la_tio,1;. 
I know their difficultie., and how complicated 1t 1s. But I am lrvmg m 
afetv. I can afford to b geucrou,- and tolerant, I can afford to wait. 

II I ·w re living in Belsen or in any olher ~i.placed persons' caml;', I 
might not be quit o patient, ju, t · the friend who feel rei-po1 1bl 
for th m in Pal ·lin ar not so patient. 

They have not done , o badly. They ha,·e waited_ ~11 these month in 
vain. for a. ingle worJ from any :Member of the Briti,h Governm nt of 
hope or ncourag III nt. I beg my right hon. F1·iend lo look ha k on 
the re ord of hi. own spc ·h ·, and e how painfully frigid th y nr 
in thi matter. I know he doc: not mea1t th m to b frigid but th y 
ar read by people of warmer more emotional t mperament than hi 
own. \Vhat we know i that nothing ha happ ned t, and the only 
thing that they have found they ar able _to do. hy themsc), :;. without 
con ulting anybody or any,bociy o-operatmp; with them, 1s th~ Y nt. 
of thi la t w k- nd. I th re not . ome ex u for cl ~p •1 al1on? I. 
th r not m e.- u. for impatience? lf you could •nd it all by a 
simple declaration and produ p a in Pal •. tin to-mo, row, would it 
no b your dutv t.o 110 1t ! 

Le m t 1l m:v right )1 n._ Fri .nd how, withou~ gun., t nk· and Rrm 
cani r and without hi:thl1ng a flam of pa-. 1011 all o,· 1· lh<' wo1ld 
dir •cted again l our tountr y. h ~an _end all \'ioh•nre i_n Pale~lin 
to morrow morning. (~nly 0_11 tl11ng 1. 11c1~;"a!~·- Tt t thnt th 
}ov rnment . hall llaV. 111 pl 111. th•ar term:-. "1· a1 ccpt the rerom-

111endatio1 of th om111itte WC in--i:t ) Oil h. \ in~ ;1ppoint rl." Tha 
i all. L t th cl dara ion go fu1 hrr if h" f:o c111111en like. T. 
ti 1 m. • v tha al houg:h th v ac, pt tho I "lOll1111p11 l,1lin1 .- in prin •ipl 
wholch •art di~. ne,·e1 lwl • thP r ) I iliili j ' in ·ol iJ I U I tlrnt 
t'i y c nn t bea1 h m alone. T hem h·1 th y iatin 
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with other Power -the l1nitec1i late of Ame1 ica, I think, i the only 
on im·oh- d-for co-op ration in what i ne e;; a1 y. Let, th m . ay if 
they will, that they cannot begin to impl menl th r ·ommendation 
until that co-operation i , cured, but let th m say that, for them eh: s 
th y accept the recommendation:- in principl , and will b(•gin to operat~ 
them a oon a agr em nt with the 'nited tate about it .hare of 
re. pon. ibility has been achie\'ed. )Jy right hon. Friend has ne\'cr . aid 
that. Why not ay it? If h cannot, :,;, y it becau that i not what 
he ~ an , do not lea\'e it in doubt. and do uot blame the Hagan:.i; the 
J w1:-h ..\g ncy, fo1· what would then be th con:-equence of hi. own 
policy or failure to haYe a policy. .\lake that declaration, make it in 
good faith, lllake it :-O that it i he lie\ ed and Yiolence c a, in Pale ·tine 
and there will not he this diffkultv. ' 

The Hou,-e ha:- heard III with co11 icl rah le patien e, and I ought not 
t'? keep it, I 11ger. !f ~me of the thing I ha, had to ay ha\'C . ounded 
lntte,·_ or heated. 1t _1:- nol l.H•_c:ai:-e I want to do anything 01 ,ay 
anytl11ng to make tins Yety difficult, }JO ition worse. It i be,·au e 
I think, it i: better to face u Iv fact· e riv and not try to burk~ 
th Ill, camouflag1• them or hide t.'h m, 0 tha·t what ver we decide to 
do w d _ci<l~ .with om eye' op n, a~d •o forward firmly with ·courage 
to an ob1eet1n• w have clearly enn:aged and clearly wi h to pur ue. 
I do not h lieve that my 1·ight hon. Fril•nd mean· to commit an act 
of betrayal or treach ry in this matter. I do not, and will not believe 
it. The lo\· rnment t·amc into power tt II months ago· they' w r • r. 
new hope, an unexpected J10pe, to all th tortured, per~ cuted and 
oppres ed of the world. I belic,e they are the last hope of tlio e 
people. Do not let them down. 

~fr. noss)lAX : I beer to ec-ond the motion. 
I hall not b able t-0 comp te with the motional remark. of my 

hon. Friend the ~l1·mb r for • -el on and C'olm' pir. ih-erman); I 
am not a Jew and not e,·en a Zioni t, but I happen to be one of the 
tw_o l\1embe1 of thi_ Hou e who had the unique privileg of s •i11g 
t~, who~e prnblem . 111, the cot~foe of 120 day. in a sort of bird' -ey 
ne~v. mce _th bird -eye view hacl brought me to fe 1 that th 
policy now bem . pro ecute.d_ by the C:o~·ernment is decidedly dange-rou 
and ~an lead tl11 country mto omethma approaching di a ter, I felt 
that 1t wa my duty to . tate my rca ·on. for that belief to the Hou e. 

Ever since we- returned from witzerland I have felt that there ha 
been a mo t dangerous gap b tween the view of Pale tine held here 
bo~h. by public opinion and by the Cabinet and tae view of reat 
Bntam held in Pal ,-tine it elf. It i. that ap in mv view which 
i the major cause of the pre ent danger. If on'e talk • to the' leader 
of the Hag~na, a ome of us had the privilege of doing or talks to 
those who, 1f not lea<ler are re pon ible- for them, one i aware that 
ther are_ peopl~ out tlwre, a I haYe told J w in this count1 , who 
a~e ~la~·mg with Yery clan erou fire land belie\'c- with xcellent 
Ju toncal rea;-son, if I_ may ay so-tha the only language a Briti. h 
Go:·ernment m Pal tme under tand i the language of force. They 
behev that they have learned Lhat le son from the ~\rab revol , which, 
after three Y:ears of violence, re ulted in a comp} t appea ement of 
the rab claim . It ha been our duty to ive CYet·y possibl warnin 
to the people o[ the Jiagana and the JWOple of Pale tin tl1at they 
hould not mi.judg the temper of thi. country twith r gard to that 
ort of attitude, but t,hat playing at war may really 1 ad them into 

war. I believe it ha been our dut,v to tell them that a p rsua ively 
ac; we can. But equally it has been our duty to inform th abinet 
that the-ir view or Pale tine is as remote from the truth as the Yiew 
of the Jew in Pale tine on Great Britain and the Briti h Government. 
Thi view eems to be that there are just a mall handful of wicked 
men in Pale tine who ar cau ing all the trouble, and that if these 
men could be hand picked out of the J ewi h communit..y war can be 
averted. 

The Yiew that the Hagana is a "private army "-although I know 
that this i a phrase which appeared in the r port I igned-wh n in 
fact it is a very large- cale conscript orga1ii ation which includes all 
the available manpower, both male and female is a far f tched and 
ab urrd a the Ha ana view that the could challenge us to war with
out the ri k o[ war. \Ye in thi country undere timate he fanaticism, 
the ferocity and, I might ay, the totalitariani m of Jewi h nationali m 
in Pale tine. \Ve undere timat it b ause we M not like to feel that 
1t is an insuperable problem, and w undere timate it a badly as the 
Hagana· '!nd re ti.mate~ t_he Gover~mcnt. If I lre that gap it is 
becau e, m my_ v_1ew, 1t :tJS the maJor cause of the impa,. e into which 
we are now dr1ftrng. The arre t of a coup} of thousand J ws is only 
an in tance of the lack of undn landing betw en the two. 

)f~ rigl1t hon: Friend U~e 1:rime 'Mini ·t ~ m ntioned in passin 
the Anrrlo-Amer1can C:omm1tte s condenmahon of terrorism in it 
Report and he wa fully ju tified in doing o. Every memb r of 
ou~· coi:n~itt ,e wa a ain t i~ an<l condemn d it in th Report, but I 
tlunk it 1 r a onable to pomt out that t rrori m ,was not the only 
a pect of Pale tine to-<lar which ~h Anglo-American <:;ommittee pointed 
out or cond mned. Lmked with the }rnglo-~\mer1can ommittee' 
condl'~rnation of t rro_ri m_ was it , lat~m _n: in the fir ·t c11apter on 
Pale. tme, that Pale. lme I' now. a m1-m1litary or polic tale. In 
:moth r pa ·ag th Reporl de r1be,; how Pal stine i now rnled with
out consen from either J w or Arab. Thal eem to m a r l vant 
factor to th_ con i~ ration of th r . toration of law and order. \Ye 
are f~ ed with ti~ mtolerable , ~tuation in Pale tine tha at gr at co 
to th1. coun ry m men, mat •rtal and money, we are maintaining a 
• ~Hal~ d rule deie t <! \>y ,J \ a~d .\ral~ alike. We ~re {a ing a 
·1tu hon_ ~h i wh r _it I th ·01d1al longrng of th Jew1:h and Arab 
commumtie lo g t ml of u oon a. po ibl and to fi ht it out 
bet ween th m • I,. . 

Wh~n, fo the J?rit!l'. :\Iini. l r p ak of the ne-c . .-ity of 
re tonno- I and order 1t I unpo1 lant t rem mber that ,what h 
,~ally mea th~ r ·toration of the authority of the polic , toia-
t1on of the honty of a • tat hat d both hy Jew and .\ra nl d 
that, the forl!l ration whi ha. cho n m arr ting 2,000 
.Jew ~ 1at r L from the ,:\r b population 
it • t o wish population i one -rn d 
no t 1 ti ibl. b a ·hi \' d. I he itat~ 
to tha talk of th ration of law and ord r we 011 
hi f ar aning that kind of tora ion of law 
n wh ur pa t J1istor . \V e not b r ferring 

to w 1a. ha m ral countrie --pu hin down by 1 ut 

force people who are genuin •ly trug ling for their liberation. It 
would be terribl if our id,• ar • pted the logan : 

" Oderinl dum metuant '-" Let th m hate a long as they fear. " 

It is right that thi Hou e houl<l, b deeply concerned about the 
coi;t of Briti h live -and T ,would add that thi. ha b en very much 
mailer in th ,J wish r rnlt than in the .hab rCYol but it i' alway, 

a well to rem mber :that whilt• we are indi nant that Briti.h olclie.r: 
hould b killecl we hall h e, en more indi nant if we di ·cover that 

they ar being killed in an unju.t war. I the form of uppre sion 
whieh i. now l}{>i11g canil'd out by our soldi rs comp} tely and fully 
ju tifie<l? Ther I mu t a~k th Hou e to recall :om preYious exampl :. 
\Y all r member that ther ,was a tim in the L ginning of th hi. h 
lroubl s whl'n thi House wa al,-o very concern(•d with Briti 11 okli r · 
b inrr killed. It \;a a long time before it wa. r cognised that :-om 
right lay on the other ide and ~hat it wa, impo ible by :h er fort 
to. r :Store law a~d order, becamw the c mmunity, man, woman and 
child, wa delermmed not to arc pt the 01cl r w w l'e tryina to impo . 

I mu.t .ay frankly to the Hou,-e that what wear trying to impo , 
on the .J wi, h community is a r -impo it ion of the \Yhite Pap r som -
thing which no ,Jew in Pal tine ace pt a. ith r la,w or order. 11,is 
aff ct not only the xtr mi l: of the Left or t11e Centre". J. To ,Jew 
an,vwh r , least of all Di·. \\'eizmann or the Hagana, can be won ovei 
to , upport the Government by the arre t of thou an<ls of thei r brother . 
)_lay I r fresJ1 th 1_n~mory of the Ilou.e on the ubje t of our rerort, 
mce the Pnnw ::\11111 ter refern cl to our 1eport in hi Temark ·? In 

our report we did brin' the att ntion of the Go, rnment-1 am 1ef rring 
to hapler 5 of the R port-to the fact that : 

"Th y (the- Jews) we1c with Britain in tlw fi ht aga.in t Fa cism; 
they were arrain t Britain in the tru le a , inst the \Yhite Pap r, 
which they now felt was not only unju t but totally inhuman as 
pre\'entina the escape to Palestine of men, women and childrC'J1 in 
imminent danger of death in . Tazi }ermany and .. azi ontrolled 
Europe. \\'hen the war ended and the Labour GoY rnm nt ·ame 
into power, tlw \Yhil Pap r till remained in force. The .Je.w , 
who had expected an immediate fulfilm mt by a Labour GoYernment 
of the Labour Party programme with regard to Zioni m, felt a ense 
of outrage when no change of policy occurred. The bitterne s reached 
a new peak of intensity, and the position of the moderate~ •·-
J tre s tho e word : 
" became almost impo ible. The .Jewi h ag ncy frankly stated in 
public hearing that, a[t r E-Day, it wa quite futile for it to attempt 
to co-operate with th ::\landatory in . uppre ing illegal activity.· ' 

otice th<" ne. ·t sentl'nce : 
" Any deci ion on the future of Pale tine will be :futile and unreali -

tic unl it i made in full ognisance of the political ension amon 
the J w in Pale tine and the reason for it." 

little- later the Report ays : 
"To u th word of 011e Jewi h lead r : ' Our pre ent, crisi, in 

Europe and in Palestin is felt by us to be om· Dunkirk.' ' 

That pa f th R port wa ju t as important to tho,- wl10 wrote it 
as the de crip ion of the krrori m. The t nori 111, the fru tration 
and the d .pair 1e the dir ct 1·e ult of the deciHion of thi Governm nL 

• to ~a.intaiu • h Whit Pap~1:, ,when it wa~ pledged by onfen'11 ·e 
decunon fter nference de •1><1011 to repeal th \\'hite Paper in th 
shortest possible time. 

fay I turn now for a few moment to th con ideration of th 
Hagana? I have already stres ed the importance _of the _illusion under 
which some people seem to be, tha~ the Hagana 1 a private army or 
a small group. The only way realistically to look at the Hagana, or 
at t,he Jewish community a a whole, is to regard it as a resistance 
movement. In thi country we J1aye hacl ·perience of r i tanc 
movement because we ham· b en very succes ful in organising them 
against our enemi s. I would 1 mind th Hou e that many of tho 
who are now leading the Jewi h resistance movement receiYed their 
training first Jo£ all in one of the European countries or even actually 
by the Briti h military authoritie in Palestine, where they wer 
trained in sabotage in case Palestine was o,·errun by the Germans. 

It is impos ible to crush a resistance movement which ha the 
pa sive toleration of the ma of the population. A resistan ·e mo,· -
ment can only be destroyed if it is hated by those whom it relie on 
for succour or refuge. If the pa sive part of the population who do 
not go in for violence is sufficiently activ to uccour and give refug 
to the active minority of the community, no Government, however 
ruthless, can mash that resistance movement or disarm it. That is 
not o~l_y my Yiew. That view was given to us in airo and in Palestine 
by ~mhta1:Y ?XP rt who ought to know. They aid : " Frankl.•, you 
can t d? 1t 1£ the whole community i on hundr d per cent. behi~cl 
the res1 tance movement. ou can do what you like but you will 
never get far if it has the support of the people." As the azis found, 
as we _have found in t~e pa t as history ha always proved a w 
found m Ireland and with th Boer in outh Africa. and as we hall 
fi_nd in this case, whe~ we ar fighting again t the people's natural 
!'•ght th~ ~ people will b determined to die for those right . T~1at 
is ~he po 1tion of the Jews in Palestine. Th Jews will die fightmg 
agam t the Whit Paper policy rather than give in. He is a foolhardy 
man who sa~· tl~at by lopping off the tall orn he can de troy th 
wh~l fi Id of re I lance. He doe not do it. He merely er ate n w 
1es1stan . 

. The1 onl_y one wa _of sma hing th re i tance movement. That 
~: to l ~e it bY: ma hmg th condition out or whi h it has grown. 
I hat ~ay I to give ~o. th people who ar willing to die the thing 
for which_ they are w1lhng to di . That i what we ought to noli 
tat full agana. I hall not waste the time of t 

or with trying to determin who 
~I l mni. m i1~ Pal tine. ~ ay bluntly 

. erron m or for the re ,stance mov -
11 1· 1 I t I ti t 11 country < ear. cannot pre em 

H
1a w y from rank and fil of t 
agan ·tt· • B t t 

f • • ~• o rron m. u . 
t 1 n t movement agam 
J i but ti untry whi ·h eYery 

1 
. of tl That i the fact wl • 

t I in P o that when on v· 
t by onftict in wat hing 

n ;vhich and belie\· d in Bri 
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protect~o_n is no:v, -it believes, forced w_illy nilly inlo the shooting of 
the British soldiel'. I hope that no one in this House believes that 
3:ny Jew i~ Palestine likes doing it any more than the Bl'itish soldiel' 
h~es shootrng the Jew .. It is a terrible matter from both points of 
view:. _We_ are not Na~is, and we _are not_ prepared to take the step 
of hqmdatmg the Jewish commumty winch would be necessary in 
order to crush the resistance moveme1;t. 

T~at brings me to my next point. I haYe risen to second the 
fot10n for the Adjournment because I feel desperately that the 

Govemn:ient's pres_ent line of action will not work. I assure my right 
hon. Friend that if for one moment I belieYed that the arrest of this 
couple of ~housand_ of peopl~ and_ the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
would avoid wa1' m Palestme, it would be something I would not 
oppose, but I am perfectly convinced that it will not. That is why 1 
am here this afternoon to discuss this question. Is it intended to smash 
the ringleaders? \Ve know what has happened. To begin with J haw 
my doubts. whether the ringleaders have been found. The J ewi h 
intelligence knows all about the Britisl:i while the Briti h military 
seem to know nothing about the Jews. The Jewish Intelligence 
Service is among the best in the world. It is extremely difficult to 
operate in that country against the Jews. One military commander 
told me that every order of his was in Jewish hands within 24 
hours. I am therefore gravely concerned to know whether the Govern
ment have succeeded in capturing the ringleaders of the exlremists. 
I shaH be extremely surprised if they have. 

,vhom have they arrested? Practically e,·ery trade union leader 
and S?cialist leader in Palestine, practically every leader of the 
Palestme Labour Pal'ty, of trade, unions, co-operatives and o-operative 
retail organisations. They have arrested the whol of whaL we might 
call the political Left. These have been chucked into gaol in the belier 
that they are the leaders of the resistance movement. I cannot preteml 
to be expert on the resistance movement but I fancy that it is a great 
<leal smarter than to have such obvious leaders. 

Secondly, I believe that the Government's intention is to give the 
mode~·ate Jews a chance. That must be the prayer of every 1\f mber 
of tlus House. That was the very aim of our Report, to c1·eate a 
?asis frof!l which the moderate Jews could regain their Jost authority 
m Palestine and make a real attack upon extremism and liquidate it, 
in the interests of law an<l order. All of us must hope for that, but 
the Government's latest action has made it impossible foL· Dr. ,veiz
mann or for anyone associated with the moderate views to do anything. 
How can he, or any leading moderate associate himself with om 
Government, when 2,000 leading trade unionists and Sociali ts are in 
gaol, with no oharge against them? If some of them arc relea ed and 
only a couple of hundred are detained, is it. expected that the Jewish 
~oderates will then come forward after the big stick has been used 
m that way, and thank us for the big stick? If they did o, they 
would have no support. • 

_No one, even if he wanteJ to, could dare now to associate himself 
~1th any_ bogus J ewish Agei:icy which_ a11:Ybody might try to set up 
lll Pale~tme to replace existmg orgamsat10ns. Tbat is the r,eason I 
agree with the hon. Member who proposed the Adjournment-that the 
cour~e which the Govermnent are now ptnsuing can only lead to war. 
It will not stop the violence. It will precipitate violence. The Jews 
are a stiff-necked people, as stubborn as some Members of the Govern
ment Front Bench. They are tough men, and so are the leaders of 
~he Ha~ana. It is this terrible obstinacy on both sides that is bring
mg us mto-I see that some hon. 1\fembers laugh and smile-[HoN. 
MEMBERS : " No,. no. ' ] This is. bringing lhe possibility, not of a 
large-scale operat10n, but of shootmg from behind walls and windows 
in Tel-Aviv and Haifa at night. No one can eliminale a rnsistance 
movement in a large built-up or urban di trict. 'fhe collective 
settlements may be winkled out one bv one. ,ve can bomb them 
heavily from the air and use heavy artiilery and tanks. That is the 
way to wipe a collective settlement out but we cannot do that in 
Tel-Avi~ and Haifa. The more we try to winkle out the members of 
the resistance movement the tougher the resistance wiU be. I warn 
~h~. Government th~t is the way they . are going as a result of this 
101t1al ~ct of arrestmg 2,000 people ostensibly for the 1easons of 
preventmg bloodshed. 

:why am I so certain? Because of all the military experts in the 
Middle East, not one pretended that if this plan, which, after all, 
has been on the cards foz, some time, we1'e canied out it would stop 
at the arrest of 2,000 leaders. No, this is the plan for the liquidation 
of the Hagana, and that means the liquidation of a large number of 
men, women and child1·en in Palestine . 

. ~erhaps t~e Cabinet has some special knowledge or some different 
m1ht.ary advisers. I ask the Cabinet to refer to the secret minutes of 
our Report which are available in the Foreign Office. Unless I am 
completely wrong any !arge-scale arrest of this sort was a preliminary 
to a large-scale campaign, and no expert I met in Palestine advi ed 
that the campaign could lie avoided. 

Mr. PrcKTHORN : On a point of Order. I am sony lo i11Lerrupt the 
hon. Gentleman, hut· I do not understand the p(!int of the argument. 
I~ I heard the hon. Gentleman aright, he is now adducing as part o[ 
his a1·gument a secret document. which he knows by reason of his 
membership of a committee, which is otherwise known only to the 
Cabinet. I cannot believe it would be easy for the rest of us to 
continue the Debate if that is so, and I ~bmit that it cannot be 
proper that the Cabinet by such arguments should be compelled to 
publish what would not otherwise be deemed to be publishable. 

Mr. PEAKER : I was under the impt·ession that the hon. Gentleman 
was quoting conversations. Of course, it would not be in Order for 
him to quote from secret documents. 

l\fr. CROSSMAN : I was most careful to quote from conver ations 
and was merely referring in pa sing to substantiate the fact, to the 
fact that there were secret minutes available to the Cabinet. I ,did 
not quote them. 

I would like to say one or two words on the Arab side of this 
problem. It would be grossly improper for a Member of this House 
who wa not a Jew to regard this as solely a question between the 
Britisl Government and the Jews. J£ I believed that by arresting 
the mem:bers of the Jewish Agency and the trade union leaders, by 
giving the Jews the big stick, we would olve the Arab problem I 
might believe there was something in that poliry. But I do not 
believe it. The Arabs have a great respect for honour, pledges and 

inll'grity. The ~\rahs already su pcd that we evacuated Egyrit, not, 
a I helie,·e. betause we have great plan for the <lcvelopmen of the 
:\litldle East, bul foe reasons of appeasement. 'The fufti has ma<le 
it, pel'fe tly clear lhat, once the British Govemrncnt ha · liquidated 
the Jl'ws in Palestinl' he will deman<l and achieve by violenrc th 
removal 0£ the British from Palestine. 'rhe trouble· i that it. is 
believed by Jews and ~\ rahs alike that they arc the ~uppets of a 
British strategic consideration, and that we <lo not helie,·c in justice 
and morality but back them because we want them in a war wilh 
Rus ia. \\'hat has ruined Jewish confidence in us is the belief lhat 
\Ye are trying lo knock them on the head because we want a HL·itish 
G.H.Q. i11 Pale tine instead of in Cairo. We shall not geL good 
rnlati<ms out of the ,Tews and Arabs hy playing strategy and dis
regnrding morality and justice. I helie,·e our Repol'L ga\'e a perfe<"tly 
fair basis for a fair deal between Jew and 1\ mb. ll, deeply t.lis
tressetl me that, all the sections of the Report dealing with the Aubs 
ha rn been left out of account, in l he ti iscuss ions, hut I real i ·e tho 
difficulties of the GoYernment in implementing lhc Repo1·t. 

I haYe one more point to make. The Government .1y lhat, they 
would, of course, deal with Arab violence. Lel me remind the House 
that Arab violence is organised from oulside Paleslinc. 'Ihero are 
no fewer han six Arab tates which could organise arm;; anc.l hire 
guerrillas and send tl1em into Palestine. .Allhough the Government. 
have cracked down on lhe H agana, it cannot nal'k dow11 on these 
AJlies and the armies we haYe crealed ancl !milt, u,p, these Allies who 
have said llwy will use violence lo get lheir way. It is a somewhat 
one-sided d0struc-tion of pri"ate armie" which is being clone by the 
disarming of the Jews in Palc-.:tme, while lhe Iraqi ,\rmy, th Trans
jorllan Arn,y, are all t,herc, and the .!\rah League, with n Hrit isl1 
Bng-adier to consult, denounces the 1\ nglo-American :Report, and 
hrcathes fire and slaughter. 

I suggest that in this action of llw Government we are ,d1·ifting 
into "·ar. \\ e are drifting fir l into wa1· with th .Jews and aflcr 
that into war with .\rahs. We arc losing cYery friend ·we had in the 
l\Iiddle East. I have l1cen told lhat lhe .Jews are in the wrong. I 
belie,·e that the Great Powers should be magnanimous, and, a to 
ome extent this Government is in the wrong, it should show more 

magnanimity. I sh01;ld liko lo remind the House of one of the 
mnjor reasons for Jewish violence in Palestine. One of the major 
provocations is lhe statements previously made hy Members of the 
Governmnnt on this subject. It is :ironic to think how this debate 
would have <>one if the Conservalive Party had arrested the members 
of the Jewis\1 Agency. If I might remind lhe House for a moment 
of tl1e way the debate 1'!1ight hav~ gone, I c~n ii:nagine a speech ma<_le 
hy, for in:tance, the Lord President, cons1dermg that, rn 1939, rn 
debating the ,viute Paper, be made a most important remark. He 
said :-: 

" . Jt ooo-ht to he known hy the Honse Lha t this hrca<'h oE 
faith, which ,~e regret, this breach of Dr_itish honour, with its 
polfry -with which we lrnve 110 ympathy, 1s su('h that the 1ca.~t 
tlmt can he said is that the Government must not expect that, this 
is going lo he automatically binding upon their ·11 N·essor .. • •" 

,Youl<l not any Jew lrn.,·e expccled that the Labour Govemment would 
1·esofocl tl10 White Paper ovemight.? But afler one year the Labour 
Government have not done it. 

I should like now lo refer to something which the Ch:rncellor sa.irl 
speaking only , few weeks before our party came to power :-

" ] t is morally wrong and politically indefensible lo impose 
oh iacles to the entry into Palestine now of any .Jews who desire 
to go Lhere." 

Tlia~ was said in lhe summel' of 1945. Then the Member· of the Govern
ment had been Members of the Coalition for years. Tl1ey had. access 
tc eyery State paper, and they had weiglwd the situation and a~reed 
with me and othet members of the Commission thaT tbe vVhite Papel' 
was wrong. They came to that conclusion and announced it, graYely. 
Let me give one other quotation which tefers directly to the problem 
of th~ use of British troops in Palestine. The present Mini ter of 
State, in a n,ost moving speech, said on ihat occasion :-

" The Jews of Palestine ·will go by lhe tens or thousands down 
to the beach to ·welcome and to co{·er ancl protect their landing. 
The only way to stop them is Lo tell t:Jhose kin.clly British_ sokli~rs 
to shoot them down ... for lhat, if for no other reason, this policy 
is bound to fail. It will fail because, in the most tragic hour of 
Jewish history, the British people ,viii not deny them their Pro
mised Land."-[0.ffecial Re(!wrt, 22nd May, 1939; Vol. 347, ('. 
2047. J 

I agi·eed with eYery word. I believed at, that point- that the Members 
of. the Government -who then spoke jn the Opposition really under• 
stood the problem of Palestine. 

)fr. BooTHBY : ·when was that speech made? 
:Mr. Cno ', Jl.fAN : On the debate on the ,vhi te Paper in 1939. I 

could q 1ote much more violent speeches made on the l.tnd regulations 
of 1940; I could quote speeches made in 1944 aJ?d. ~945. The point 
is Lhat the Government mu t take some respons1b1hty. When they 
sny that it is all the fault of the Jew , who lecl the ,Tew to helieve 
that, thern wns that certainty of repeal? It wa )[ember of the 
Governmen~ who did it with the whole-hearted snpQort of this Party, 
and the onlv difference is that the ha.ck benches still hold by \ heiP 
pledged word to the Jews on this subject. One reason is because we 
think it is right, and, econdly, because it is bad to break your 
word, and a very dangerous thing in the modern world. If, then, 
we speak of a rctum to law and order, I helieve it is a two-sided 
return which must be achiev d. If the ,Jews must ,do something, the 
British Government, must do something. Both sides need to bridge 
that gap of obstinacy which is bringing u into this cata l,rophio 
collision bet ween a great and a mall people. 

l\fay I ·uggest the following solution to my right hon. Feiend 
the Prime Minister? I suggest that he should stop the drift lo 
isolation. War with the Jew will isoJa.tc us from a. great community 
whose financial backing we sadly need; it will isolate us from the 
wodd more than any war since the Boer \Var. It is a sha.meful 
thing, hut we have to take that into eonsideraiton. ,Let us stop that 
drift to i olation. Let us stop that drift into a war which neither 
we nor the ,Jews want, by the Government announcing its acceptance 
in principle of the Anglo-American Report, a Report which advi ed 
them to carry out their pledged word to the J ews-or rather slightly 

• 
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less than their pledged word to t~1e Jews. ~aving cl~ne that, l~t them stale quite clearly that the 1mplementat10n of tlu Report 1s impossible by the Briti:;h Go\'ernm ~t alone: L t them tate that thev need two thin" for that: Amencan a I tance, and the collabo-ration of the Jewi"h Agency in pr venting terrorism. • Let them call on the Je\\1 h .\ ncv in r turn for our accept:11_1ce o{ what we all believe anyway, to join' once again in the suppre !Oil of the Irgun Zvai Leumi arul Lhe , tern gang. L ~ them go farther. L t them <'all on the .Jewi h Agency to clo ·wl~at it can clo, name]~, to tell the Hagana to come out a~d be what 1~ once )\as, th? territorial force of the Jews in Palestine, co-operatmg ad1vely w1th tho Briti:;h Go\'ernment. That would not be refused. one of tho o thing would be r fu ed, but I mu t remind ~he Hou e t~at _no requec;t for ,Tewi h co-operation has b en made. mce t~1e pubhcabon of thP 1\nglo-.1merican Report. ,ve have drifted without contact until we a1 in grie,·ou clang r. o I beg tho House to agree that here, and here alone, lies the way out of the difficul_ly-acceptanc~ in prin<·ipl of that Report, and _then to work out with _the Amencan Go,E.-rnment and with the Jewish Ag ncy the way to implement all tho e ten clan es of the Rf'port whi~h hang together. and wi~l10ut which we can have no peace in Pale~tme and no peace m the fiddle 

Ea t. . cl ~Ir. Oun:n T\~LEY {Bri to], \Ye t) : Ko one in th!s Rous~. a1;1 , I hope. no one in the country outside, should be. under any. 11lus10n as to thA gravitv of the situation which we are d1scussmg this evening, or the po s1ble implications which may flow from it. It is true that we on the e bencres did not support the hon. fember for elson and Colne { fr. ilverman) in his deman? for this DE:bate._ Th~t was not. because we underestimate the grav1ty of the s1tuahon, 1t wa becau e we thought tha.t at this actual momen the Debate was premature. I am gla<l t-0 think-and I am sure both mo_ver ~nd seconder of this Motion will agree with me-that we are not d1 u mg any question of an accusation again t the behaviour o:r: the actions of the British troops involved. The matter of moment 1s the orders that t.hev have receiYed not the way that those orders have been carried oul. The1 have,' of comse, been searches in Palestine before. There have after variou acts of terrori m, been large-scale arrest . What disti~gui hes thi ca~e from any other i that, for the first time. actions de igned to sustain law and order have reached into the very headquart-ers, the very tabernacle of J ewi. h admini tration in Palestine, and amongst those who have been arrest-eel are all, or nearly all, of the leaders of the Jewish community. 
We felt it wa really impos ible to di cuss with any effect a situation as grave as that until the House had in its po .ession what has already been promised to-day, and that is the evidence which will, for the first time, implicate the leader. of the Jewish Agency with the acts of ti!rrorism that have been carried out in Pale tine. I gathered-I think rather different! ' from the hon. Member for elson and Colne--that the implication of the Prime Minister's speech was that uch eviden e was available, and that such evidence would in due time be given t-0 u . I can only say that if, when we have an opportunity of reading that evidence and of studying it--
fr_ . ILVEIDIAN : And of hearing any reply. 

llr. SrANLEY : And. if you like, of he:uing any reply; if, indeed, then we feel that ome of the e leader ha.ve been implicated in ;:omo of these acts t,J1en it, will not, be w11at, the hon. Gentleman the :Member for East -0~·enlry {Mr. C'ro man) said a ca. e of our declaring war upon the Jewi h community, it will be their having declar d war upon us. I do not think that in any quarter of the Hou e there <;an be any diYi ion about the n e ity for suppres ing the sort of v10lence that we have een in Palestine in th last few week . I regard arguments which eek to ju tify some of those acts on the gro~mds that the community to which the criminal belon_g feels d~ply either on what is being done, or on t-he delay in domg anyl~ung only as ca ui;,lrY. But in the pa1 ticular circumstance of Pal tme, I regard it as the mo t dangerou casui try. 
Ir. S. IL YEilllIAN rose--

Mr. TANLEY : I did 11ot inter111pt the hon. Gentleman in his peech. so pe1 hap he w-ill let me continue. Any argu_ment_ that can b_e applied to viol nee bv Jews be ause they firmly believe m the Jew1~h cau in Pale tine, can eq~ally be applied t-0 violenc. by_ Arabs, h~cause they believe in the Arab cau e with equal determmahon, and 1t seems to me that all of u have to agree that in Palestine the1e i no olulion of the Pale tine problem by terroiism, and no ~olution by yielding to ten-orism. ,ve haYe heard with great emotion the incere pe ches of the hon. Gentlemen who have spoken, and their reference to Jewi h feeling. At the i:ame lime, none of u in thi Hou e, e pecially tho e like my el£ and many other who have relations and friend Prving in Palestine, can ignore what their feelings mu t be. .,.one of u an forget that we have dming the la t few week seen perpetrated in Pale tine, acts for which there could be no excu e. There hav been such events as the horrible murder in the quarter of the Airborne DiYi ion and the kidnapping of officers, and the,-e i the !act that the1e are to-day in thi country till tlnee familie to whom ... every minute must be an agony of u p n e to the fat~ of a loved one. All this must leave some impre ion on the min(l of hon. Member . J say it is the re pon ibility of thi Govemment-of any Government which i.· in power lo-day-to take tho st-ep which are nee ,.,a_ry, and whi ·h lhe:v are advised are n , y, to pr vent the r petition of a,et of that kind. The a lion which thev take hould 1 taken withou an~· prejucli to the ,·entual d i ion' on the long-term policv whi h is to be employed. • 
I cannot join in any condemnation of tl1e pre ent GoYernment on the ground that before th y took thi a tion they did not con ult the t nit d tale . The re pon~ibility i their:. p to now, thp re ·ult of an~- a ·tion in Pal tin haYe alwa~· fallen upon u , and upon u • alone: to clay the rP ult· fall upon u , and on u alone. T mu t b ior thi Gov rnm nt. and for thi Gov 1'111l1Pnt alon , to tak th tep n c . ary to p,ot ·t lif and prop rt~-. and to I pre ' violenc . T i diffi ult., in the ab nc of viclenc - viden conne ting th 1 ader of the. Jewi:h .\~ ncy with lh e e ent which we all <lepl01e -to di~cn the pre en ituation. Dminj!; the year when T wa al the Colonial Office. th 1 wer . a variou tim . poradi a t of ,·iol nr hv th .J "'; h commnni ,·. horrihl a t ome of them, uch a the mu-.:d r of Lord . fo~·nP, o ~vhi h r ,f , nee ha b n mad --Mr. ILVERMAN : By th J wi h comnmnit ·? 

)fr. TA?\LF,Y : By Jews. I was qu~le con~·inccd durin~ that time and during those epi ode that they did not m. any wa ' u~volve the Jewish gency, and the major _part of the_ Jewish ommumty. They wero the action of those two rnmor e.-trem1st. groups, the tern group and the Irgun Zvai Leumi gr up.. Ilut I 1111.1$L confes that, to an outsider such as I am, mer ly readmg newspaper report of what ~as happened in Pale tino in the la t fe~v ?ays, the~·e would appear t-0 ha.ve been a. change, and ome of th~ mc1dent wluch ha,·e. taken place eem on a. much bigge1· cale. involnng more men an<l a higher degr~e of planning than the .porndic incident~ of the year· when I was m office. \Ye cannot be blamed for feelmg that wh_at before were the action of the t-ern group 01· the frgun Zvai Leumi group may t-0-da.y be the actions of the Hagana. The hoJ1. ::\!ember for Nelson and Colne told us t-0 remember that it was a disciplined force. I agree it is disciplined, well-discipli~ed, . aJ?d . that it wil~ obey its order . But, the mere fact that 1t 1s ch c1phned and will obey order , and has been trained in how to execute the orders, make it all the more . .dangerous if the order given t-0 it are wrong. Jeither of the hon. Gentleme~ who ha.Ye poken will deny that although the Jewish Agency not only had no connection with, b~t, I believe, had the greatest reprobation for, the other two ext.rerru t ~roups, they haYe a , ·ery close connection ~th _the H~gana;, a connection they them. elves will not deny. If there 1s eVIdence m existence to show that the Hagana has been re ponsible for some of the outrages which have taken place in Palestine in the last few weeks, then the JewLh Agency "';n have t-0 di claim the action of a body for which, hitherto, it ha had a large measure of responsibility. 
ince ·it is difficult to discuss this matter to-day in the ab ence of that evidence, I urge th Prime :Minister to give us that evidence as soon as po ible, and as fully as possible. No one can deny the effect that the actiQn of the Government wust ha.ve had, not only upon Jews in Palegtfoe, but upon Jews all over the world. It clearly mu t ha.ve an effect which at the moment might well prejudice any chance in the future, of a. ettlement of the Palestine question. I believe that not only in th world as a whole, but in Palestine too, if evidence ca.n reallv be offered, and is really offered, which implicates these men and' these leaders in .outrages which everyone must deplore, then no one will condone the action that they have taken, and no one will condemn the action of the GoYernment. But we must have that evidence soon, and we mu t have it in full, or else the ripples from this ireat stone which has been cast into the waters will ~o to the ends of the world and may swamp n_ot only our chances m Palestine but our friendships across _the Atlantic. 

I press again on the Government what we have pres ed several times in the last few week That is a request., which these grave events ha.ve reinforced, for an early announcement of their deci ion on the Palestine Committee. I regard the matter we are discus ing to-night as too grave, as having t-00 many consequence for our own people in Palestine and for our own position in the wodd, to use it as an opportunity t-0 make party capital for ourselves b~· the reference to the pledges of the ('T()vernment which ha, e already been made. I refer t-0 that only for this reason. Surely lh_e fact that a . ear ago t.hey were in a. position to give such categoric.al tatement of what they were prepared to do in Palestine, lea,·e,s le , excuse for such a. d la.y when the time for that deci ion has come. Tt is now over two months since the r port of that ommittee was recci,-ecl. During that time there ha been I am afraid. a steady deterioration in the position in Palestine_ The' public~tion of the rep'ort it elf, whether it was rejected or accepted h~.,. the Government. would earn an increa e in the hatred of the Arab world. The events of tlie last few days have earne~ an increase in the l1atred by tl1e Jewish world, and even to-day solutions, which might haYe been possible in ~he beginning of :i\Iay, ~re probably, if not impo sible, ertainly more difficult: Every day th1 del~y goes on, it is going to he 111or: and more difficult to find a solution. I am not saying what solution the Government shoul~ propo e. _ ~ut whether one b Jieves in the 1· port of the Anglo- \.mencan C'omm1 10~. or is against it, I think all of us will say. " Let us kno\~." Even tf they decide in a way we dislike, we would rather have 1t than that they hould not decide at all. . . . I ,know that the Government have a particular difficulty m ~his matter. It was an .\no-lo-American Committee, an Anglo-American Report, and they want to make_ it ~n An~lo-American deci~i~n. ~e know iperhap of the difficulties m dorng tl1at. Adm_m1strative machinerv in American do s not always run on the ame lines. or. I will ugge t, not alway. with the· ame peed as it does in thi countr • But the Prime ::\fini ter can wait little, if any longer, even for the l>enefits of a joint d ci ion. The ands are running out and the time i passin" in whieh to make any deci ion of any value. _In a few weeks, nothing can ave1'i the war in Pale. tine to whicli atten tion has been called. Ther fore, we on thi ide of tl1e House urge tliat ,we hould have that deci ion quickly, that we , hould be able to d bate i in thi Hou <", and that thi, iHou e hould he able to come t~ a decision on what our future policy in Pal tine i to be. Once ha:mg come to that. conclu ion, we can prOC'eed to pu it into execut10n, without fear and without favour in justice to both sides, and in determined , trength to carry it through. 
)frs •• \YRTON Got·Ln : I do not think tlrnt anvbod in this Rouse, or, I ~lieve, in the country. would ever ju tifv any of these acts of violence to which reference ha been made. "That some of u on thi side of the Hou,e feel acutely di tre ,;eel about is the source of the ad. of viol<-nce, what ha au ed them, and whether these causes cannot be eradicated. .\lthou~h of course, we !Vant the people who hav committed the a of violence to be punished, we know perfectly well that th<- a ts of viol nee are hound to ~o on if the canker 1s not cut out. \Y feel wry cJi,tre ed about that canker, becau"e of the history o[ our Party, wbicl1 forms the pre ent Government. I ha Ye be n a m mbn of th 1 T ational Exe utive Committee of the Labour Party for 16 year , an<l tluou hout that period the Party ihas pa _sed deri ion aft r d i ion about a ,Jewi h 11ationa] home in Pale me, and, more recently, about th immigration of all Jew who wanted and needed it. into Pal tine. A has b en pointed out b:v my hon. Fiiend the )femb r for Ea t f'oventry {l\fr. f'ro man), the present hancellor of th Exel, qu r, a. late a,- 1945 aid: 

" It i morall. w1·ong and politicallv indefensible to impc>M ob tacle to th enh into Pale tine now of any Jews who desire to go Lb.ere." 
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That tatement wa made at the Conference at Blackpool in 1945 
two month after the national ExecutiYe ommitte with the Prim' 
::\Iini ter as leader of it then, a. l1e is now, ha<l ui'1animou ly i . ued 
to the Press a statement precisely along tho ·e line . '111 . Chancellor's 
statement was a reiteration of what we Juul i.; ued lo the })res , which 
was endorsed by the onfercnc<'. 

What Jia happened between _\.pril, 1945, ancl now-not ju t 1· centh-. 
but up to a few months ag?? \\'ha t happened ,va that, rn July, tl1e 
Labour Govern~ent came _rnto p~,~er with a larg majority. There 
was no change m the ,J w1,h po 1t10n, either in Europe or Pale. tine. 
There wa a trcmendou: ehange in the spirits of the Jew throughout 

the world, who thought that after the promisC's that haJ. b en rt>c iv cl 
from t,~ Part)'." that had bt·com_c a 0oYemment, tho~c promise would 
be ,put rnto acl1ou, as ·we all LclieYe<l, and a· w hav been bu y doinir 
as _a Government, on the home front. The ,Jews WCI in piretl r~ 
behc-\'o that th re would be free immigration into Pale. tin of that 
mi erahlc remnant in Europe of the p oplc who l1ad Le n alm t m
pletely destroyed by th J. azi~. 1 r one of that ha taken plac . 

All that has happened wa that fiT t of all an .\nglo Ameri l'an C'om
mittee Mas et up. I venture to remind the 'oy rnmcnt that a arlv 
as la ·t October I asked the Prime )I ini~ter wh ther h did not fC'el 
that a postponement of taking any action to endor c the J )icy of the 
Government and of the Party, would makt> i impo • iLle for the J wi;;h 
Agency or the moderate Jew · to control the t rrorists? He an. wered 
that nothing would have any effect for a short time. The Anglo
American 'ommitte was t up; it r p rt.ed unanimou ly. Two 
months have pa sed and till no action ha been taken. Ill gal immi
gration ha gone on, and that has been 1·oundly onclemn d this after
noon by the Prime Minister. What i that illegal immigration? H 
is tl1at of ipeople whose la. t l1ope has been to get into Pale tin . 

I would like the Hou e to know ,that ome of th e illegal immigrant 
are men who haYe been in concentration camps throughout the war, • 
and two of whom have a document signed by General Al xander point
ing out that they ,had helped British airrpen to escape from concentration 
camps. These are two of tihe illegal immigrants iwho are being con
demned. Others of th~ illegal immigrant are 'P ople who fought in 
the Forces, in the Britisl1 Army, and w re taken prisoner. There ha 
been muoh more troubl in Pale tine than has b en stre sed or 
expressed in the Press. The largest ,T wiJ1 communal s •ttl m nt i 
practically in ruins. That settlem nt containN:l people who 11aYe lo t 
their homes, ipeople who have lost everything; ome of them have been 
wounded-women and children whose husbands and fathers ar now 
fighting in the British Forces. Indeed, hertok, one of the heads 
of the Jewi h Agency, who has been arre led, }1as to-day a son in the 
Briti:h Force in Belgium. 

The Prime finister said this afternoon that Hi fajesty's Govern-
ment, as a mandatory, liave an international duty to maintain law 
and order in Pal s•ine, and full authority to take all ill e. ary steps 
to that end. As the mandatory autihority, and as the Governmel}t who, 
in no uncertain terms when they were not the Government, undertook 
to see that Jewish immigration went on, th y -have ah;o, I suggest, 
mandatory powers to see that the Jewi h people hav fair play, at 
any rate particularly in the short-term programme of the Anglo
American ommi ·sion, in e ing to it that tl10 <> emigrants who most 
need it shall be enabled to go to Palestine as legal entrants. I say 
again that although no one could deplore violence or the l1ideous 
incidents that have- happened more than I mys lf, we must be warned 
in time that unles we put an end to the cau. e of the horror, nothing 
we can do will stop t-he horror from being increa. cd a hundredfold until 
wo l1ave in Pale line a bath of blood. 

)fr. PICKTHORN: I hope that I shall ay nothing that may exac<'"rbat 
any feelings or that may seem to underrate the gravity of the occa ion; 
and I hope I hall ay notJ1ing that, may seem to bring again. t ITi. 
Maje ·ty's Government the charge of undcre.lirna.ting the- gravity of the 

factor. with which they are now confronted. I thought, incl eel, the 
hon. Gentleman who ~econded the motion-I t,hink it was he; it may 
hav<' be-en the mover-was rather le than just to the rig11t hm~. 
Gentleman the Prime ".\lini ter, in suggesting that he, the Prime 

finister, h, t1 poken as if he did not think the rnattC'r ...-as of any 
such very imm n o gravity. T did not think that charge rwas quite 

just. I think I was th<' only hon. ".\fomher on thi .. id of tl1e Ilouse, 
and t think also th<' only MPmber not more or lei-. Zioni t in sympathy, 
who facilitat cl th initiation of thi <lehate. Though I am fully con-

ions how unimportant to anyhody but my elf was my personal motive 
in that individual action, I think perhaps tho House will forgive me 
for spending two minutes to indicate that my r ason11, my object. and 
my method were not the same a~ tho5e of most of the other 39 hon. 
~lembcrs who tood np. I . upp :-e, if we are to take the normal con
•·entional interpretation of Pai·lian1<'ntary action, that they . tood up 
fo1 the mo t part by way of reprchpnclin~ the slatPmenl of Hi faj ty' 
Government. o far as T could judge it, with the gr 'lt rapidity witl1 
whi ('h on has to judge a late document of t,hat sort when read 
aloud, I wa. not <1i nti:.;fied with it, or. at 1 ast, 1 wa not .o dis~ati tied 
that I i<hould naturally hav mo\'ed or collal rat <l in mo ing the 
a<ljournm nt. 

But all through this Parliam nt- and hon . ')f mh l who were here 
in the last will do me the ju tice of aying tha all through th la. t 
Jon a it was-I haYe, very in!'ffe tiYCly but, I think, pretty on
tinuou ly, argued for the frequent full, lengthy debating of thi par
ticular subject and of all other . ubject of this ort-lhe great, subje t 
of external r lation and defence, whi h • em to m infinit ly mor 
important than que:-tions of nationalisation anrl so on. Our decisions 
will be wiped out anyway unles we an wer th sc gr at quc tion , at 
any rate with 51 per cent. of righlne s. rnl about th c. t rnal 

que tions we are at lea t a right a lhat, non of th e other que tions 
will interest u or our children. It c m <1 to me that for one who, 
a. I hav done, has continually pre d, p ially in thi Parliament, 

that this ubie t ought to be c1 bated, to ay now that it ought not
that, t thought, would be hardly d fen ibl and on the whole though 
v r consciou of fallibility, - I am inclined lo think that in that I wa 

rigl1t. 
I Jo not wish now to raise all th great general <1u tions that might 

b rai d and whi ·h I think mo tly we1 indi at <l by the pr viod 

peech -the great qu tion of Zioni m, th relation hetw n Pale tin 
an<l cli tr ~ in Europt', th legal qu tion , where I think th J1on. 

I I 

Gent! •man wa It'. than fair in so111, of hi· argument and a . umption. 
about marnlatoric • anJ co-trn t e . I am not th mo ·t t0111pt>IN1t 

pci-. on in this .\ l•mhly to d bat the o legal matt •rs, though on • 

occasion I houhl wi h to dl'bal th m and 1 think I eould <111l•slion 
I • ' 

·omp o 11 a1gunu•nt . But ther aro om or two gil'at •<•rwral 

qu . lion-. whil'h, I think, how v 1· much we "ish to hl' . hmt, "'" 
mu t now a k omscl,·es. One is th geneial qm• lion of Z1011i n1. T 

h~\'l.l 1w,·u· hidden my lOU\'iction that Zioni m is ont> of the g1t•al 
!lll t, kC's of hnman hi tor . I do not want to argue that; I I hink that, 
1 so, and I lw,•p always thon~ht o. J ha\'l' thoughL so mon• with 
c,· ry day that, has pas-;t•d, arnl 1 ha,<• eC'rtainl~ thought o mon• with 

cv 1· word that ft•ll frnm Uw lips of the two hon. Centl1•11w11 ,~ho 
lllO\'cd t lus l\lotion. most t>sp •t·ially \\ hen t lwy told u how up<'rior 

!· ~he Z1oni ·t int •llig •nc •, in C\'ery S<'n. P. T gatlwH•il, and ,, lwn llw~ 
111chcatP1l that, at IP. st, one a. on for that wa that no Zionist ft'lt 
any Cl'llpk• ahout any information that came into his posSt•ssion 111 

the senit·c of the n. ili h o,·ernm nt. 
Mr. ~- ~rLVflt, ,~: T hop the hon. nC'nll •man is not attrihnting 

that 1<'111a1k to me. I did not make that stat mPnt. 
::\Ir. Pt KT1101t.·: r think tam in th n collPction of lhP Hou. -I am 

ony th hon. I 111bcr who . ond d tlw Motion is not h r - lmt [ 
beh YO I ha,e not dt-form d or misinlc1p1 'tC'll what h • said, or tho 
proper anJ nalural implication of what h :ii<l---

_ ~fr. ,'. , JLVER,u : The hon. 'ntleman will, no doubt, .pr, k for 

hrm If. I peak 01· my· If. The hon. l\fernh r, in the part of his 
pecc:h whi h I Y<'nlure<l to in term pt, u. eel th worJ ·• th y, '' in ·lucling 

me in what he aid. I th r fore rPrnin,l him that I a.id no such thing. 
Mr. P1c1n·non. : T am . orry the hon . <:t>ntlPman thinks T misinlC'r

p1 ted him. I said " they . afd, " and T wa going lo r f r to some of 

the thing whil'h lh<'y said. As soon as T bpgan lo ay what one of 
them said, the hon. <: ntl man got up and int rrnpt d. It was not my 
fault that I hacl nol lim to go on. H • said-i " he " suits him h tl r, 
and it was he who ·aid this one-that, if w w r not, very areful 
there would be flames whieh would he dangerous Lo this country's lif 

all over the world, and his se onder <' ho d that. I suppo. we a1·e 
conscious that th Briti h p oplo ha\'<' a gr at hi tory, ha,·c h n 
uppo d lo h a great and proud people, who have just played, w 

may fairly say, t,h great st part in winning what p opl all the 

great st of war , whi h is alwa. s th la. t. 'l'h Ilrit,i h p<:'Ople hav 
been proud, and lh Tiritish peopl are now ons ious of some of the 
weakn ss s its Oov rnm nt now has in international affairs. It wa. the 

hon. entl!'man who told us that, if W<' w r not ar ful, th 1· woul<I 
be flame dang rous to our poli y in \'Cry onntr of th worl,1, ancl 
his cond r thr at n <l u t,hat we might not he able to get th finanC'ial 
LO-operation that we wanted elsewher<•. :-.: me of us have omelune 
argued that thi kind of allegation is not tru and is not fair. Wo 
hall find it mor difficult to use that argum nt if sp l'che of that, 

. ort ar . to h 111, <l , and it is my b Ii £ that sp ech s of t,hat . or I an• 
implicit in Zionism, and , therefor , I haYe always thought. that 
Zionism, in gen ,ral, wa a great mistake. 

I haY alwa s 1, en quit sure of this, an<l I am no,v mou• sn_11• 
than o,·e,·, tha one parti ·tilar implication of Zionism was a g1•pa{ IIW• • 

take; that i , th bundling together as two halv<>s or on<> sum, to 

which it is snppos<•<l th 1, is somcwher a solution, of (a) the diflicullit•s 
we haYC' got in J>al '· tin , and (/1) the miseries of ,fows in olhrr 
<'Ountrit>s. 1 t't•rns to me th:,! tht•l'I' is 110 moral or logical C'xrnsl' f r 
bundling- up tlw. (' two thiugs, and, wlwn T fir t, rea<l t.h • repm l of th<' 
Anglo-. .\ llll'til'an ( '0111111ittce, T f It l'erlain at oncp that it would not 
do a a ba is from whi ·h w<' . hould g<•t to rnor law and ordC'1'. T slill 
, ry mu 'h f•ar Twas 1iglrt, ancl t]u, reason why Thad that inmwtlial<• 

dPCI ion was th<' 100.000 immc1liatP i111111ig1 al ion CPrlifkatC's "hich wer 

r commPn<l ,l. I cannot helieve that it can bt• 1 ight. that the fo1 ' 
of on Powei shoulcl lw u.· C'cl lo conqwl a lllall anc·it•nt so ·i •t~·- S<'lllrd 
in a, vcr~· mall country, lo go on admitting ind ,finit<'ly an i111m1~ra
tion for wl10. 1mrnagrmc•nt,· 1·011! rol an,l l'hoieC' i has no part 
whale\' 1·. 

Ir. rEARER: 'Ih hon. (:p11tle111an i • d1~('u. :ing th whol Palestin<' 

problem. AflPr all, this ~folion i ,·<•ry wi<I<' aheacly. 
Mr. PitKTIIORN : T h g your pardon, Mr. , 'peak r. T am sony if T 

haYc been too wide. What I am lryin~ to make plain iii that hon . 
C:-entlemcn who take th oppo!>ite view to ours must do m the justi 

of tho b lief that it gO<''i as <lPcp into our moral p re pLion and onr 

intellectual ratio i11atio11s as llwir Yi w doe , anrl that uni s it i. fully 
undt'l' loorl that .-0111 • of u hcliev<' lhal th<' ,\hol pop 1lation of 
Pal'· tine ha iighl , llwn l lre two side. of tlw D<•hat b com<' mntnall 

unintelligibl . 
I , ill lcav that point and will come to tht ex mplificatim1 of it 

which i dircclly ancl \\l1olly 1clCYanr. an,1 p 1ha.ps th<' mot direct 
and wholly r•lernnl thin/.{ in the wholC' of thi. D<•hatc, and that i th<' 
immigration of ,fow into Palt•siin . T do not want, t.o ar,1?ue how or 
whv th<>r<' ar, ·o manv .f w who wi h to ~o thc-1<>. 

. fr. , 'rE,\IU:R : This· :\lotion is <lcvot<•d lo th cause of tlw p1 e ent 

h-oubl s. ancl th hon. O •nilt>ni:1n <annot l(o f111th r than thal. 
)fr. P1r'KTHOTI..' : In rny snhmis ·ion, .'ir, il is the<', u ·e of lh<' pre C'n 

tl'Onhlc and what I wi. h to indit-at is thi.•, tha whPn we have 
111rgP tion of po<,sible solution. t 1·annot l1 fip,·e tha this thing is i:;o 

simple as to hp a nrohlem and. therefore, to haY a 0111 ion. hnt if 
ther i to b anv cham· of a ha i from which we may movp towards 
ea i<'r tim •. T would ·11gg ,..t that 1l (·:,n h<> only by taki;H! t.l10. <' 100.000 
rl ewh r', hv not )paving di pm,ahle the argmn nl that this population 

i do m cl to mi,·Ny anti dC'sliu ·tion nnl it l,!OC ther and there 
only, otherwi th for('e lh<'r<' must lc•afl lo outrage in th<' c:ir um-
lancc. a. they at ore 1•nl . tan<l, that outra~c musl 1Pa<1 to I' pr<' . ion . 

..\ml th rc-a on whv it wa. n ec ar . in mv itHh.~m nt, to hol<t this 

1) bat , i • that it honld be mad• cle~rlv known that t.he Hou e of 
rommon ,loe not 1i \j.,y, h, am· kind of m-r 'lHl<'r to 011tra1,t<' is a a. 

g neral ru 1 , nolitfr or mo1 al. or that thi is any exception lo that 

general rnle. that, indeNl, thi Ul. i. an :-.:ti me ra. e of thf' ner 1 
rulP. and not an rx E>nlion lo it. 

-:\lr. J i. m: tTnfo, lunat lv, the hon . ~I mh<'r for the> rambridl,!e 
l niv r itv ( fr. Pi<•kthorn) wa~ Ulma1rntlv not in Orcler ,·h n makini:t 

th arion l f 1 nc • • h ,lid rnakP ancl I will not folio him. althongh 

• 
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I shoul<l like to, in reply lo th allegation which have been made in 
certam quatlers and whieh, of cours . arc entir ly unfound d. But the 
que lion which lhi Hon c ha befot it al th . pre nt lim i one 
whieh doe · cl p nd to a con. itlerabl extent upon whether w a a 
mantlatorv Power have rulfillecl the obligation in nmbent upon u and 
wh ther, ·in taking al'lion agam l the J wi h Agency in Pale tine. we 
arn at all justified. not ha\·ing done that which was due from u in 
order to e tabli h our po ition und r th 1\fanclale. There i not the 
slighte t doubt, nd _rnn not b th lirrht t doubt. in. anybody· 
mind that the ,Jl'Wl h .\grn s .:-tancl 011 a r l'ogm eel le al 
footin in thi que tion and to enter into . th headquart l.' 

of a co-partner is nothing . hort of ro1111111lli11, an offrnce 
which i entirelv conlr, 1-v to th L nn of the fandale. \Y cannot 
expect the J wish p ople. who have lll d in Pale tin<', Ol' any ,Jew 
in any part of the world, to stand hy with equanimity and watch 
the arre t of thos l ad rs who have clon such xcell nl enire from 
the time the ... fandat wa. introduced who encouraged th tremendou 
effort on the part of the Pale tinian Jewi~h lll 111 nt in the cour e of 
the recent war, who w re applauded from all side for haYing pro
vided bv mean!' of th ir ffort not only a miracle in th d Yelopment 
of Pale .• tine but a rec rd of rYic: th like of which had 11ot b en 
experienced anywhere 1 e in the fiddle Ea t in the llied cau e. 

Ir. \VIL ON HARRI. : I the hon. G ntleman familiar with thi 
entenc in the Report of the Anglo-American ommittee? 

" \re recogni e that until ·omparalively recently, effod were 
made by th Jewish .\geney to curb attack ; w regret that the e 
efforts appear lo lul\ c.:ea:ed. \\'e beli ve that, tho e re I n ible f01~ 
the working of the Jewi h .\g ncy-a bod~· of great power and 
influence o,·er the ,T w in Pale tine- ould do a gr at deal toward 
putting an encl to outrage such a we ha,·e de nihed. ·• 

Mr. JA NEll : My hon. Friend ha cedainly mi under tood what I 
aid. I said that th .Jewi h .\gency, in which wa Ye tecl th right 

to a,- i t in the e tabli hment of the J wi h national home, a i led in 
the cour:,e of the Year from the commen('ement of the ::\Ianclate until 
now, in a development of the land which ha h en d crib cl a a 
miracle by all who ha\e e nit. and in the cour of th war. gay their 
ons and daughter of a neutral ountry. Pale Lin - om 30.000 people 

-in order that. the blood of _\·llied Force should not be hed, and in 
order that they might pre en e 0111elhinrr like , lrong po it ion for th 

llied cau e in the Middl<• Ea~t. 
ln pite of the publication of the \Yhile Paper which ha he n on

demned fr~m every id ol the :1fou e, which the lat Earl Llo~·d ; orge. 
together with e,·erybody <:I , 111 every party who knew anything about 
the Iandate, had de c1·ibe<l as being a complel betrayal of th ,J wi h 
people in P~le tine, _t h .T ewi_ h elllement in Pal tinE' wa pract ic:ally 
the onl oasis of aci1Ye help m the de erl of the liddl East. It wa. 
from that settlement that these men who are now being accu d nt 
some of their forces, th Hagana it If. in order to a ·i t the Allie when 
it came to que tion of attacking _'tia. It wa fr m lhi Hagana that 
there came ome of the boldest and mo t courageou pirits who w re 
at the ervice of the Allied cause. Iy hon. Friend know Yery well 
that so far as Lhe Hagana wa cone rned, it wa a moY mrn ,vhich 
wa ncouraged by the Administration; it wa • })l'a ·tieall_v created h,'\' 
the Admini lration beca11 e it garn om mea m· of p s ibility to the 
settler to sa.Ye themseh-es from atlack which might com in their 
direction. How can w po sibl~· deprive men. women and hildr n of 
the po ibility of aYing them ehe from attack imilar lo those whi h 
took place under the atyi. of that great and nohl friend of th .\llied 
cau e, the ex- lufti? It would he hPer di a ter to tho oloni and 
colonist . Il i wrong to imagine that it, i a terrori t, body or that 
it i- a body which ha · indulged in the rious attack on peopl which 
it it elf condemned. 

urely the position 1 thi~. We ha\e committ d a grnat w1ong in 
Pal tine. \\'e have told Lhe Je\\i h selller· there that if thev do what 
i necessary they will ha,·e a national home whi ·h will be ~an appro
priate place for the J wish community to can-y· on it .T wi h lif . How 
on eal'th it is pos ible for u to go back on that 1 really do not know : 
and I cannot under'tand what argument in support of that point of 
Yiew could be adduced from any of the e benches. We told the p ople : 
''. • ou work, you build, you tlo ~Yhat i an ~on mi • nece sity and wre t 
hfe from the desert and you will be creating a national home.'· The 
m?ment that national home was in th ·om· e of h ing er at d, we 
aid to lhe people concerned, "You eannot haYe vour wife or vonr 

children ther'. You cannot han! anyone of your r latiY sat all in 'tha 
land. \\' r going to hold a committee. ' l'ltimateh· my right hon. 
Friend the Foreign cretary aid more or le. : " Yen· ~,·ell. I will 
tand or fall, by wh~t th jomt eommillee d c1d .'' °[lnlenuplion.) 
fore or le: -otherw1 e h wonlcl no have had th committ e. \\"hen 

that comm1lle co!ne hack and ay one thing i immin ntly ne •e ary. 
name]~-, to permit 100,000 of ~he. ~vr cks f~om Europe to go into 
Pale t11w, _we cannot d ny tho e la1111hes that right. It i th ir national 
home. \\ ho can possibly talk about, illegal immigration into that 
" hom • • ? What i!> a hum ? \\'hat i a. national home? 

. Ir. ' Pt.. Kf:R : \Y an' really ba ing om di. cu ion t~night on the 
d1stmLancc 111 Pal tnl'. 

Mr. ,J, Nim: ft is hel'aUsl' or the r eling -r , l <l in that mann r that 
I ay o~ay. to a1Te~t tho J~w1 h Ag ncy, lo an t lhe ociali t the 
~nulc 111110111 t, ~h . who I of th pet. on~, whom w • hav prai ·ed \. ar 
m and ) •ar out, 1 l_1t ially non en e. I a k my right hon. Friend. \\'ho 
arc _d aim~ w1 h tl11 matter_ t~ r gar<l that action a non en e, , nd to 
re,al1 e their m,_ lake before 1t 1s too late. T eil her I nor any bod~· l e 
w,111l to e. mgl <ll'op of blood heel. Of cour n t. .1. oboclv want 
lo a smgl hai 1· of a ingl Brili h oldi t' hurt. Of cou1 not. 
The way l~ remedy th' p . :ilion i. to ha,· a full D bat on th matt 1·. 
Let II d ·1cl o~ th r _al I u which, in my vi , ar ah 1Jutelv 1 ar. 
1,: t u . do th~ ~1gh~ th1?g by l~e people who did tho right thing by u . 
1hat 1 th pou~t of v1 w I , 1 h to pu h fo1 th Hou . I will not 
tak up mucl_1 l1111e b cau th r, ar many olh r p k 1 who wi h 
I? tak p it, 1_n th D h, t .. ancl I appr _cia th ir f lii~g. I a k my 
_ll~h h n. ~ l'I !lei to r ah . It_ for 1 1 too late> , t-hat Ju lfr i. , hat 
1 ~an c<l JU I.tee purely anti ~•mp!,. 1£ ju lice is gi,· n to th J wi h 
nat,?n. l h~m th Hou·~ may lak ,1,_ lha th• r •al• l tor · in uppott 
?f t' nit ·at1on nd of tlu~ c:ountiy will have h •11 , tal,)i h cl for v r 
111 I he )11ddl Ea. t. 

;\11 LrP:,,O (Chelt 11lt:u11): I cl i, • lo 1emind th• Hou that lh 
poin t • t is ue in thi D Lale ii. nol Jewish imrnigl'alion into l?alcsli.Pe. 

or the \\'hit Paper. Th point at is u i. the action which 111 
~laje ·ty· Govemm nt ha Ye taken recenlly in Palestine. I do not 
agl' e that the arre t, of 01110 of th members of the Jewi h .Agency 
ancl other is wai· again t the Jewish Tational Horn . I regard it rath r 
a a regrettable hut, nece. ary disciplinary action again t Zioni t law
hr aker, for it i in lhe intere t of the Jewi~h national home in Pale -
tin a~ much as of anybody else that lhel' • houl<l be Lhe rule of law 
in that country. 

l\[r. ,JA .• "ER /'O, f'-
1\lr. LIPbON : ~o, I haY not got Yery much time. I <lo not think I 

ve1· h a1·d a. l\foLion 01· the Adjournment moved a.nu se ond cl in thi. 
Hou e in abler p eches than those mad today, but, stripped of all 
th ir eloquence and all their rhetori , what, is the policy which the 
two hon. Gentlemen haYe advocated? It is nothing 1 Sli than a poli ·y of 
• ppeasement of violence in Palestine and that, is a trang policy to 
be advo aled from the benche oppo;ite. lt is propos d lo hand ov l' 
P~le tin to tho Ha$a~a, and it. is aid that th llagana i not a 
pr1vat army becan e 1L 1 numerou . But wh lher an ai·my i a privat 
army or not does not. depend upon its size, it tlepends upon the authority 
1,,v which it exi l . The> Hagana ha not, th authority of the 
mandatory PO\:er, which is the_ only le al authority for the novem-
111ent o Pal line, and I ubm1t that it would be an abdication of 
Britain' re ponsibility as manclatorv Power to hand over Palestine to 
the Jewish ag ncy and the Hagana· at, this moment with th •ir polic:v 
of Yiolence. ' • 

l\ly approach to this problem is different, from that, of the hon. 
~!ember for Tel on and 'olne ( Ir. . i Iv rman). 1 wan to remind 
the Hou that in 1940 the Jew of lhe world faced th gl'ealp t mena , 
tha~ ha ever threatened them in lhefr_ tragi history, and th_at i aying 
a g1eat deal. J ws everywhere w i·e 111 r al dang 1· o shanng the fate 
of the Jew of _Germany .a!ld of Poland, and _on country alon , sup
po_rted hy her I ter Dommion and her l'olo111es, tood in th wa of 
th: clanger to J wi h urviYal-Great Britain. _\t a time when ·lhi. 
country ~ being Yi~ifi~d in Pal_e tine, in America and in thi country 
by certam p~ople, 11, is only r1g~t that I, speaking a1 a .f"w, should 
1~membe~· th~s ~a ·t. . I do not bel1e\'e that you can r gard lite question 
of Palestme 111 1 olation. or do I think the Jews should forget, what 
lhey owe to Grea Britain. L r them remember too that nol onlv 
(lie~ ~ritain. aye them in the war, but, al O tllat it i in Great, 
Bntam and 1_n_ her Domini?ns tha~ the Jew holds a position of equal.it~·. 
not on_lv poh_t1cal but, .s?c1~l, wl~1ch he does not enjoy in eome of the 
c.:ountrie' which l;}l'e v1l~fymg tins country fol' it action in Pale tin . 
I upport th~ ~cl1on wh_1ch h~s b~en taken again t the J wi h. Agency, 
becau e I behe, e that H1 ~laJesty Gov rnmenl could not do differently 
from w~at they have done. .\fter all, th fir l clutv of a {o\·ernment. 
urely, 1s to govern; and they must stand in Palestine, a they do here 

and el ewher , for law and ordel'. H wa fo1· the rule of law that thi 
country took part in the war. 

... ,.~t ~ml? i it _right that thi • countr • should tall(] for law and ord r, 
hut it 1 • m the mt re t of th Jew, more than in that of anybodv el e, 
that law a•~<l or I r shoul~ preYail becau it i only wh r la~v and 
order pr va1l that, tl1e Jew can pos ibly hope lo survive. \ hen we ar<> 
told that Hagana_ is not a terl'ori l force, let, us r member that llagana 
has be •n ro ponSJhle recently for blowing up bridges, and for a.d ol' 
abotage all nt1:;uy to th law of the land. 'l'h ,Jew can urvi\ • 

only wl1~r th re _ 1 law and orci 1·. The methods of th terrorist are 
tho e wl~1ch haYe m the pa t be n re ponsible fqr th pogrom and ,Jewi!>h 
per .·cut_1on. The: f<?re, if one take a broad and long Yiew of where 
Jew1 h mte~e t l!e it m~ely mu t be that thi dang rou thing whi ·h 
has reared. it. elf 111 Pal lme should be put down, and that, the Jew. 
as a Jew, 1 rnter t d. in Pale tine and eve1·vwhere in th radi ·ation 
of lawle ne . • ' 

~ ai:u glad to haYe had th opportunity lo intenem• in thi Debate> 
to mdicat to th Hou· that not, all Jews in thi · countrv and I wher 
hay forgotten lhe cl ht th . owe to Great Rritain, that not all Jew · 
1_13:Ye ~orgoUe_n '':hat, _the J w really stands for; and it is because J have 
faith 1~ th_e J~ Lt , 111 the tolerance, and in the . en e of fair play, not 
only ot tlu ov<:rnment toward th Jew, but of any Rrili h GO\·ern
ment ~hat I _to111gl~t wel_com _ th opportunily to ay that I upport 
the achon which H1 1\1aJ ly Go,·ernment haYe taken. 

l\Ir. 1\I. HILJI'. Pmc E : T should like in m Yery few remark , to 
how that I am a ba k bencher who i going to giYe the full t po sihle 
upp~rt lo the Government in th action whi ·h ha b n taken. 1 do 

• _o \~ithout a_ny qualm of con ci n_ce, b cau I hay been perfe tly 
con I tenl, nght lh1ough, 0\ er th1 who! malt r of the futme of 
Pale tin and Zioni m. In 1939 T did not Yote with th re t of my 
party on th matter of th White Paper. I upport d the White Paper. 
ancl I ~iave _b en ab ·olulely con i t nt. 1·ight through, in aying that 
th a"lton lntherto taken by my party, has he n wrong. I know that 
t)1ere ar m mber. of th (::OY rnment who ar in a Yei·y difficult po i
l1on. be au e '!l of them ha,· made Lat ment in the pa t whi ·h 
now are mther dtfficult to quar with the action that th y have gol to 
t~ke. I woulcl h g th 111 to h fi1m, and lo how d t nnination in the 
hn th ~· haY tak n, b cau e it i n ces arv it hould he taken . 

'l:h (;o\· rnm nt cannot permit terrori m 
0

i11 a counlt·v in respect of 
which_ w are th_ mand~lory Powel'. \\'h n I wa 1· cenlly in Pali line. 
the kmd or. th111g which I heard aid all O\'ei· the plac by ome 
exlt me •~('lion · of th .Jew was : "The Arah t the White Pap ·r 
through nol nee. \Y . hall gc>t th , bolition of r Lti •ted immirrralion 
hy th an~ . 111 •lhod... In. thi r pe t, the Govemm nl ar p ~-fectly 
1·i ht in _tnk1!1g al h .J wi h .\g n •v. When I an·iv d in .T 111 ale111 
on• e\· m

1
11g m Januar.,· th poli ' ·11 adquarler. wa lying in thl' 

tre •t •. " ot Yery long h rore th whol plac had he n blown up hy 
:1,y·nanntc ancl many pc>ople killed. Th I ad r w r not al'l' lecl. 
1 h Y w r prol ·L cl. and th re wa. v ry trong u picion that J wi h 
Ag ncy P opl prot : t cl th 111. For that r •a on I av that th, ,o,·ern 
ment at P d tly nght to lakp the action whi ·h th v haY tak n. 

)fr. Tl'n.· i;n-,'."ll"E~.·: I do not quite uncler tancl th I oint. I thr 
hon. )[ . mb ••· ug~ hng that what wa don then wa · don tlnough 
th J ~ 1 h ~ n •y? 

)fr. Pm E =. I am ugg mg hal tho who ar ommitting the. 
ai· bemg prot l!'cl l,y th J wi h .\g n •y. 
Clooorrn 11 : Ha th hon. :M mh r any \'id n ? 

• fr. . • ILVf. lDIA." : It i.- llll outrageou ]i . 

, l\~r. Pat R : I ay there i very troug rea on to b liev th t. 'l'h 
o-.ernm•nl orob bly ha\' lh" videuc •. 1 am · ti ·fi cl that th• 
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Government ham information which gave them r a on to takt> lite 
action which Lhey have taken, and I will lea\'C it at that. 

l\Ir. GoonRTCH : On a point of Orclei·. Has the hon. Member a ' a back 
bencher got more information than any olh r back bench )lelllbcr? 

Mr. PEAKER : That is not, a point of Ord 1. n hon. Memb r is 
responsible to him elf fo1· what he say . 

l\Ir. PRICE : I can a uro the Ilou c that I have sc n no sc r t 
<lo umcnts. I am enlirnly respon, ible for the statcm nts I make. l 
will go further and say that, the Zioni t mo, m n ha b en adoptin~ 
lthe tactics of their persecutor, the · azi , and tha tll' life f v ry 
moderate Jew in PalesLine is now b ing mad extremely clifficnll, i r 
not intolerable by what they have to ubmiL to in the form of per ·1• 
cution and pressui·e. Ther are plenty o mod rat ,Jew and I haw 
met everal, who say that they repudiat the action t.ak •n by extreme 
hioni ts who have captured the movement which is a dear lo th m 
as to any other Jew. 

The Government mu t therefor re i t this w:we of l rrori m and 
approach the whole problem on a much broad r ba, i , and not force on 
the Arabs respon ibility for taking a large number of inunigrants from 
Central Europe, but to make other countries re ponsihle, l hi counti y 
and America, to play their part. I greatly f ar that the Jews arc 
going the way they have sometim s gone befor in their history, tlw 
same way a in the tragedy which befell them in th days of tlw 
Maccabees; they went then through a terrible trial, be ause they would 
not compromise and adopted ::i. philosophy of all or nolhing. That 
tragedy will come to them again, or somo of them. if they do not, aL 
thi eleventh hour, relent. 

)fr. MANN1.·oHAi'ir-BuLLETI. : I <lid not intend to inten·ene in t.hi . 
Debate, nor <lo I now intend to indulge in any form of contl'ov r y, 
for this doe not appear to me to be a prop r occa ion for cl bating 
the recommendations of the Anglo-Amei·ican Pale tine ommitt on 
which I had the honour to serve. The onlv rea on that I have ris n 
to my feet-lest, it might be thought, that. ·1 wa in entire agr ement 
with all the statements made by· Ir. Cro man whom I regret to 
is not in his place at the present, .moment. ~\. gr at deal of evidence 
was given before that Committee in differen part of the world, and all 
I desire to say is thi : I do not r oll ct having heard viden from 
military experts of the nature to which the hon. )fcmb r referred, and, 
in particular, according to my recollection-and it will be appr ·iakd 
that I have had no opportuniLy of looking at my notes, but mv recollec
tion is pretty clear-no evidence was given before that C'ornmitte in 
public or in private to the effect that any order given by high military 
authority, even if mark cl "top secret," wa immediat ly known to 
the Jewish Agency. 

Mr. GALLACHER : I distinctly remember hearing the hon. Iembei· f01· 
East Coventry (l\Ir. Crossman) say " in p rsonal com·er ations h hacl 
when meeting people in Palestine." 

Mt·. MANNI ' OHAM-BuLLElt : He referred to two thing - to personal 
conversations and also to evidence given before the Committc . , o 
far as evidence given before the ommittee was concern cl l can speak; 
I cannot of COUl'Se speak for the conversaticm. which the hon. Member 
ha<l personally. I am not challenging that, but I think that it is 
1·ight to say that I cannot agree with the hon. 1Iemb r's recolle tion 
if it be his recollection, that we were told in eviden e in private that 
instructions and orders given hy high militar_v authority and marked 
" top secret " were immediately communicated to the .J wi h Ag ncy. 
I have risen to make that point absolutely clear. If it was clear 
already, there was no reason for me to speak. but I certainly thought 
that the hon. 11ember for East Coventry said that wo had r c iY cl 
evidence of that sort. 

l\Ir. MICHAEL FooT : I am sur that hon. :M mbers re ·ogni e that this 
~s a Debate of a most serious character, ancl I think that most of us 
who have listened to it will agree that it i a good thing that this 
discussion should haYe taken place in the Hou e of Common . , ornc 
of us hope that om· expressions of opinion in this D bate may haYe 
some effect in per uacling the Government to draw lack from this action 
which they have taken. EYen if that is not o, I belieYc that this 
Debate may l~ave a goo<l effect, even at this terribl? late hour, in per
haps persuaclmg om· Jewish friend and colleagues in Palestine that 
there are some person in this House who are prepared to sp ak on 
behalf of t~eir cause and in their name. Very few peeches have 
been made rn support of the Government's policy and one of them 
came from th hon . lember for the Forest of Dean ( fr. Price). His 
attitude is perfect)y consistent. It is perfectly proper for anyone who 
supported the White Paper of 1939 to support this action by the Gov
ernment, but what we are here to discuss is the attitude of tho e who 
oppo eel, and not only opposed, but violently oppo ed, the " 'hite Paper 
of 1939. 

Again one of the main argument from the other side of the Hou e 
to ju tify this action is that it is the uppre ion of violence and an 
effort to res~ore law and order. That kind of argument, put a simply 
as that, might appeal to hon. Gentlemen on the other ide of the 
Hou _~• but on ~his sid~ we have another tradition. \Ve have a longer 
tracl1h?n of trymg to d1scove!, wher. peoples engage in acts of violen e, 
what 1 the cause of that violence. \Ve have also a long r tradition 
of trying to di cover, wheneYer there are great disturbance , what has 
provoked the people. In thi ca e the people who are accused by the 
Government of imitituting violence again t, law and order are m n we 
know well, men who have come to our Socialist onferences, and who 
are colleagues of ours. The e are the people vlho are accu ed and that 
is the quarrel between the back benche1 of thi Party with the 
Government Front Bench that we are now debatin~. 

o one in this Hou e envies the terrible task which Briti h soldiers 
in Pale tine have to discharge to-day. Everyone deplores that 
innocent oldiers hould have been murdered and killed on account of 
political disturbanc which are certainly not of their making. How
ever. it i not uffident in this Debate olely lo direct our attention 
to these a ts of violence. ..o one who read the report of the Anglo
American Committ e could fail to recognise that an explo iYe ituation 
wa beiniz prepared in Pale tine, and that if there wa not soon a 
deci iv change of poli y, then an xplo ion would tak pla e. There
fore if we are to discoYer the cause 0£ the situation and discov r a 
olution which will make it po ible for Briti h soldiers no longer 

to be killed in [Palestine it i neces ary for u al o to apply ourselve 
to th general policy pur ued by the Government which partly pro
Yoked the e actions. 

First of all, I should like to refer to the specific and detailed que tion 

which wa pnL to the Go,·crmnc11t l,y th hon. ::\fcmh r fot· _xl'lson and 
Coln (l\lr. , '. 'ih·errnan) at th beginning of lhi di ·cnssion. JTo 
a, kcd for the p1· ci - e, idem· on whi ·h lhe militar authorities have 
acted in Pal line. L adcrs of the Jcwi, h _\ gem·y haY b en arr•. tNI 
The Prim ~rinister -tates that in so111 wav thev were a so 1at d with 
lh llagana, but it i not ·talc<l in explilit 'terms that, tit y were 
a ·.-ocialed with the two l rrorn,t, organisaliou . )n lh otl1c1· haud, 
let us lake th statement of lhe lfigh C'ommis:ion r foi· Pale. lin . }Ip 
say he is taking action again t tho e who in ligat cl th ca s of 
, iol n • . l le i taking a ·tion again t th Jewish g m:y le.uh r . 
and Lher for , we must only a- ·nm both from tho lligh l'ommissioncr·.
annonn<·cmcnt and tho conjundion of ent n ·t•s in the Prime )Tinic;lc1•·_., 
. latemenL that they h:l\ e fresh e, i<lcn ce that the .J cw ish .\ g ncy leadl'1s 
arc a, soeiated not merely with the Ilagana l,11L with the terrorist 
organisation . . 

Jf that i the charge it sltoulcl he stated openly. Proof hould lw 
gi,en, and if that is the rea ,on whieh ha: persuaded the Uovernn1c11l 
t girn these orders to lhe military authorities in J>alcslin , lh n th<• 
proof must, already xi , l. The ,o,ernmcnt mu. t ha,· it in lhci1· files. 
and if th y have it in their filec; they shoulrl give il lo lhl' 11011 • or 
Commons. If they do not gi, it lo lhr Hou c, then this House 
condones adion hv the lllilitary aulhorilic: in Palestin for whid1 
th r ar no i;tat a' rca on . Tli'ereforc. r suggc'>l th, t it is onl_\' fail" 
when the Prim Iini ll•r rcplic, that he will tell u - pn•<· i -cly what i 
the xact , iden e of lhe a socintion or the .J wish .. \gen ·y with th 
terrori ·L organi ations on whil'h the military authorities ha, acted. 
lf he cannot l II us Urnt I sugge. tit i only fair to the ,Jewish Agenc~ 
to a quit th m of tlw cha1·~e of ha\'ill~ Ul'('n a, sol'iatPd with thP lcnoii I 
organi alion, . 

The ncxL question I hould like to ask the Prime l\Iinister is what 
g ncral new c,ide11l'e 1t1a, ( lo\'(•1·11111l•nt ha,·(• had of the a<'tiviti s of the 
Jewish .\.gen \' whi h haYe persuaded them to lake Lhi action incc 
the Report ,nacl by the .\nglo 1\111 rican Ollllllittee. This i an 
unportant ~u . tion, becan, c, if the only e, idenc • of the rriminality _of 
th Jewic;h .\gency a11d ils leader whfrh the CoYernmenL poss sses 1s. 
as the Prime Minister nggested in his speech asso iation with Lh<" 
Hagana, then that vidence ~as Leen in th posses ·ion of ll_ie ( :o, rn 
rn nt for many month past, m fa t, for years past. 1 £ that, 1s Lh only 
n w eYidenc : I nggest that it is not evidence lo excu e . L11is vi lenl 
a •tion which ha been taken by the (:overnment. ,vhat dH1 the C'orn 
mi sion r port? It garn a faithful and open a onnt or the stru 'lme_ 
slr ngLh, and power of the IIagana. Th Commission also said, hluntl.\ 
and plainly, that on of th ·au vS of the d1.' lre ·s111g 1~11all_on m 
l'al . tin . r, rath r, on of the ymploms -wa the dee-line m co
op ration h tween the Jewish 1\gency and the British Go\'ernmcnt. 
'I he Report went on to say t~at if the essential co-?l?eration wao; lo 
h tabli hed between Lhe Jewish gency and th Hr1l1sh OoHrmnenl 
then there would ha Ye to he dra ti changes in policy. 

1'he Prime ~Tini tor in his slat ment to-day, said that the Co,· 1 n 
m n had gi ·en serio{1s warnings to the Jewi h . \ gcncy. rt i also 
true that lhe Agency has given serious warning to the r.o~-erm11e!1l 
Th y haY given serious warnings on Lhe question ~f terrm1sm. 'l lw 
evidence is to be found in the Heport of the Com1111ltce. whc•re then· 
i an ac un of a conYersation which took place hetween :Mr. B .n 
Gurion and Mr. Shertok, of the Jewish -1\gency, with tl1c C:o,·crmnent 
about c rt, in act of terrorism which took plJC'O r cc11tly. Page 41 
of the Renort quotes an extract from the " Palestine Po L" and 
state :-

" Jt, is learned that during the interview. 1\f r. Ben Onrion and 
l\lr . .'herlok <i clared LhaL the .Jcwi. h Ag ncy complc•lcly di 'S ciat d 
them eh-e from the 111urcJero11 aUack on C:o,· rnment and am1y 
establishm nts perp tralc<l on Thurs1lay ni~hL They expressed lhei,· 
profound orrow at the loss of life can ed by th attack . But, they 
tated anv efforLs by the Jewish J\gency to assist, in prev nling 
uch act would h rendered futile by ~he policy '(lllL' ued in Pal_es_ti_11<:' 

by His )Taje ty's Government on which th primary respon 1b1hty 
rests for he tragic situo.lion creat d in the ountry, and whi h 
had led in recent weeks to blood ·hed and innocent Yi ·lims amon~ 
.Tews, Britons and others." 

That is a statement of th J wi . h Agen y's aH itude towards this 
problem. They have aid. time and time again, that it is impossihl 
for them to deal with the situation so long as Ili laje ty''! Govern-
ment follow their pre ent poli y. In that respect, their -vi ws ha, 
been upheld unanimously by the_ Report of the Commitl~e. Th ~om
mittee did not say only that action should be taken to disband pnval • 
armw , or that action should be taken only again t terrori m. Nor 
did they say only that co-operation hould he restor d between th 
,Jewish Agency and the Government. I suggc that one of th rea on 
why they did not put forward those remedies a b i_ng alone ne e ary 
m the immediate future, as being the only immediate measure thaL 
will be required to re tore law and order, is becau e they knew that 
any such proposal would have been utterly futi!e. Therefore, the 
Committee propo ed, simultaneou_ ly and 1mmed1ately, that tl?er 
should be the issue of 100,000 certificates for Jews to enter Pale tm 
The Committee also stressed the urgen y of the matt r, ~nd anyon 
r ading their Report could realise that they ,..-ere refernng lo the 
explosiYe ituation in Pale tine. . There ha been little . urg ncy on 
the part of the Government in this matter. ~\fter all, tlus new Gov
ernment which were pledged up to the hilt to the J w , was r turned 
ten months a~o. They set up a Committee. That Committee report d 
in April; it 1s now July. and it wa anno~mced y terday that th re 
will be further conversations and onsultabon . I do not regard that 
as a course of policy which is likely to make the Jew in Pale tine ,ery 
patient. . . . 

De pile all the outbreaks and_ acts of v1olen e, I clai'!1 that rn 
Palestine th Jews have been pat1~nt. They have been p~lrnnt for 20 
years under the threat of _A!~b violen e. '_fhey were_ patiently ready 
to accept in 1936, the d1v1 10n of Pale tine a. cordmg to th Pe l 
Committee' Report, aThhough that was far Jes than what they wan~d. 
Th y patiently accepted. be ause of t~1e thr _at of \·ar. ~lie Whit 
Paper of 1939. Th y did not lake acl1_on aga1!1 t tJiat :w111t Paper. 
d pite all the incitement to take a tion aw1111 t 1l gn- n by right. 
hon. Gent] men now on th Government, Fror! Ren h. Th y hav& 
be n patient all these yonrs. They were pat1_ nt _ when a Labom 
Governmen ame into office. Th y wcr rah nt , l!en the Anglo
American ommittee mad i report. Th .Y were patient even. whe,n 
th American Government mad a declaration about that C'omnutt 
Report and we failed to do so. I believe tha is a re ord for patienc • 
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If I were a Jew I would certainly begin_ to f~el a litt~e impatient at 
The present time. If I were a Jew and hve~ m P~lestme, I would be 
a member of Hagana, and wou]d regard . this action ~lnch has been 
taken against the Jewish ~i\gency as action taken agamst the whole 
of the Jewish community. . . 

That is wtiy I say this is the most serious Debate which has take_n 
place in the House since this Parliament was gath~red t~gether. It 1s 
the most serious Debate because, if we pu~sue tius action, _we s~all 
drift into war with the Jews, the most terrible kmd of war m which 
this country could be engaged, a war between peoples who should be 
allies, and who want to be allies and friends. '.fheref<_:>r~, I appeal 
with all the earnestness at my command l:<> the_-P~me M1mster to say 
to-Right that he "is prepared t<? a_ccep~ m prmc1ple not me:ely one 
item of the Anglo-American C-onuh1ttee s report, but all the items of 
that report. If he says that, I_ believe_ we ~ay be able to draw .~ack 
from this terrible catastrophe mto which this country and ~lns ._,ov
ernment are drifting. But if we go on, w_e shall be engaged 1~ a l~ng, 
wretched and miserable war, a war that w1ll leave a black and mc!ehble 
stain on the record of this great Government. . . 

1 Mr. TuoMAS REID : The iss1;1e before ,the House is this: Vlere th~ 
Government justified in arrestmg the leaders of the Jewish Agency. 
I hope to keep to that argument, because tha~ is tih~ point at issue. 
\Vere the leaders of the Jewish Agency implicated m these acts of 
terrorism or' other illegal acts in Palestine ? I do not kno.-yv. ·No hon. 
Member knows, except Ministers in the Goyernment. If 1t turns out, 
From the statement that is to be made tomght, or la_ter on when the 
evidence comes t o hand, that the leaders of the J ewish Agency were 
implicated in t errorist activities, then I support the Government. I 
would add further that the people of t llns country w?uld supp?rt 
the Government because the 'People of this country are disgusted WJ.th 
the acts of terr~rism which haYe been going on in Palestine._ Tht=.:re
fore on bhe face of it unless we hear to the contrary, thJ.S ad10n 
of ,ti;e Government was' police action carried out with military forces 
to ,put down illegal violence. And illegal violence should be put _down, 
unless the Government are to abdicate and hand over Palestme to 
chaos. 

It has been urged by some hon. Me~ber tha~ the people who · 
committed violence in Palestine are fightmg for liberty.. They :i,re 
fighting t o establish their own polic:y by force. No1?ody 1s at~ackmg 
t1heir liberty. If, as lhas b~en stated b)'.' 3:1y 410n. F riend the Member 
for elson and Colne (Mr. Silverman), this 1s a war, I ask hon. :i'!Iembers 
twho started the war. It makes a great difference who star_ted the ~ar. 
The British Government certainly did not start the war m Palestme. 
It •has been stated that this is a resistance :movement on the pa1;t 
of the Jews in P alest ine, and that it cannot be put do,~ because 1t 
has the ,passive or active support of t~e people_ oi Palestme. In fact, 
it 11as not the support of the people rn Palestine, because th~ people 
in Palestine are 600,(X)() Jews and 1,200,000 Arabs, and there 1s not a 
single Arab who tmpports it. Therefore, that argument falls _to t he 
ground. Another extraordinairy statement that ij1as_ been m_ade is t11at 
the Jewish terrorists were forced to fight our soldiers-. Did anybody 
ever 1hear such a perversion of the argument? 'They were forced to 
fi.g'h:t our soldiers-forced ,by whom? The hon. Member for Coventry 
East (Mr. Crossman) said this. 

Mr. CROSSMAN : I did not ay that tl1ey were forced to :fight; I said 
that they did not want to fig,ht our soldiers, and fought them 
reluctantly. 

1\ir. REID: I am sorry, but I took it down, and the words used were, 
" forced to fight our soldiers." That is an extraordinary- statement 
for any British subject to make in this House. My hon. Friend the 
Memoor for Nelson and Colne made one 1remark with whioh I t1horoughly 
agree. He said that there is only one solution to this question, and 
that is to remove the cause of the trouble. H e then iWent on to say 
that if we implemented the Anglo-American Report we should remove 
t'he cause of the trouble. In my view, if we implement tha,t Report 
we shall set the Near East in flames, and everybody who knows the 
Near East will agree tihat what I say is true. Again, i~ is said that 
we must carry out our ipledged word to the Jews. I thmk we have; 
we have estabiished a national home; 1but what about om· pledged word 
to the Arabs? Unless .it is iound as things develop tlbat t'he Government 
have acted iwit'hout proper proof of the complicity o-f the Jewish Agency 
leaders I shall support the Government. 

THE PRIME :MINISTER (MR. ATTLEE) : Every~ne will agree that the 
situation in Palestine is serious and has been serious for many months
I might even say -for many years. It is a situation that is _not of_ ~he 
seeking of any of us in this Jiouse. We have to face this position 
where there are two races in one small territory and we are charged 
wilih a Mandate in w11ich we ihave to deal fairly wit:h both these 
peoples. That is sometimes forgotten, and one mig'ht almost think 
from what was said by the 1hon. Member for elson and Colne that 
we were in Palestine as •partners with the Jewish ~~ency for the 
creation oi a Jewish State. That is not so. 'Dhe JeWish Agency has 
a iposition to co-operate on tihe economic and social side iwith the 
Government, but the Government of Pale tine is t1ie Government of 
the Mandatory Power. . . 

I must confess ithat, listenmg to some of the speeches to-day, 1t 
seemed to me that they entirely lost sight of what ipreceded this action 
on the part of the Government. The suggestion was made that this 
was done out of the blue as a sudden attack. The hon. Member for 
Nel on and Colne describ;d it as a declaration oi war; it was nothing 
of the kind. We have had a long series of outrages, a long series of 
terrorist and illegal actions. Let_ me .say_ that these actions did ~ot 
start when thi Government came m; the ught hon. Gentleman opposite 
had to deal with them, and others nave had to deal with them and had 
to deal with them immediately after V-Day when some extremists 
said it wa their D-Day. I daim that the authorities in Pale ~ine 
and His J\fajesty's Government have shown the very greatest possible 
patience and forbearance in dealing with these matters. We have not 
taken action in a hurry. • 

We soug,ht to deal with these activities, as I said, locally, acting 
against the immediate p rpetr~tors, and I hope~ that they were only 
isolated actions /by irresponsibles and extrem1sts. \Ve iwere most 
reluctant to go any further than t'h_a~, but we_ h~ve been force~ by 
event to see what is t1,e real ipo ition, an? 1t 1s clea~· that. the~c 

tivities are ,part o! a wide-spread plan. It 1s 1)0rfectly impossible m :C country where one is re ponsible for law and ord r to allow thest, 

things to go on wit~10ut taking_ ~ction. No troops il_l the world can 
stand being placed m that position, and everyone will agree on the 
enormous forbearance shown by our troops. 

We ha.cl the position that the only thin~ to do w~s. ~ go furtlher 
than dealing witlh isolated matters: Some of these activ~t1es were very 
large operations, such as ~he cutt1!1g of _a num_ber of irailways and. the 
blowing up_ of a whole series of bridges m a iwidely ex~~nded arc r~ght 
round the whole territory. They were on a scale oi military planmng. 
'J1herefore nothincr could be more false than to say that we have 
declared ~air on the Jews or the Zionists. 

Mr. SILVERc\IAN : The Prime Minister is unwittingly distorting what 
I said. I did not say that we had declared war on the Jews. I sl?'id that 
the carrying through of the policy initiated on ~a~urday morrung was 
inevitably and in fact a war, and so undoubtedly it 1s. 

THE PRIME MINISTER: I .accept the hon. Gentleman's explanati?n, 
but I would like to ask him if that is so, what he calls the carrymg 
on of the operations that iv/e have had to face? Soldiers have been 
attacked and murdered. Is :tihat war, or not? • 

HoN. MmmERS : Answer. 
Mr. SILVERMAN : If the right hon. Gentleman wants me to answer, 

I say that it does not l!latter to my argument wheth~r military opera
tions are good on one side or bad on the othe~. I thmk they are. ~ad 
on both sides. I was asking the House to realise that once the British 
Government embark upon t'he policy they emba,rked upon on Saturday 
morning they cannot carry it through without a large-scale war, which 
I think we are not prepared, to carry through. 

THE PRIME :MINISTER: Once people embark upon a terrorist campaign 
there is bound to be action taken to prevent the continuation of that 
campaign. The • hon. Gentleman took a line whiah I very much 
regretted. Towards the end of his remarks he said, "Let in the 100,000 
immigrants, and the whole thing will stop.'' 

l\fr . .SILVERMAN : I am s.ure the right hon. Gentleman does not want 
to be a.s unfair as in fact 'he is. I did not say, " Let in the 100,000 
and the whole thing 1Will 13lop." I said that he should not let anybody 
in. I said he should declare his acceptance in principle of all the 
ten recommendations of the Report and ,should go on to say that he 
declined to implement any one of them until he had achieved an agree
ment as to co-operation iwit1h the United States. Tha.t is quite a different 
thing. 

THE PruME 1\-fINISTER : I note the hon. Member's -00rrection, but that 
,vas the impression I got. Perhaips the record will show that I am 
wrong. If the hon. Member ,says that that was not what he meant, 
I am very glad to 1hear it. 

M•r. SILVERMAN: It is not merely not what I meant, ,but not wha.t I 
said. 

THE P RilllE °MINISTER : There is a great danger in any Member of 
this House seeming to support this kind of violence. The hon. Member 
for East Coventry (Mr. Crossman) said that t~is _activity was similar 
to that of a resistance movement. That agam 1s a very dangerous 
argument. Precisely the same thing ~igh~ have been said about the 
Arab rebellion. The hon. Member said rightly that you should not 
yield to violence, whether it is by Arabs or by Jews al!d ~ecause we 
have yielded once 1,o the Arabs is no argument for yieldmg to ~he 
Jews. In mv view we must do justice in this case without allowmg 
ourselves to be o\·ercome by threats of violence or by violent action. 

The hon. Member for East Coventry said th_at this 'Yas the White 
Paper policy. It is not the White Paper policy. This Government 
have never stood for the \Vhite Paper policy. Let us rer_nember that 
pledges were given by the late Prime Minister and Prestde~t Roose
velt that full consultations· should take place before the Wh1_te P~per 
policy was departed from. That departure involved some discusswn. 
It is all very well for hon. Members to say that a wo~d. has bee~ 
broken here 'or there. It seems to me they are very ~tllmg for us 
to brP.ak our word when it ,does not suit them. 1 qmte agree that 
in this Palestine business, looking 1back to the past, there have been 
too many words given on too many sides. But we cannot cast these 
things aside lightly. . . 

With regard to the White Paper policy, let me sa~ that we did 
our utmost to induce the Jewish Agency to accept visas, but they 
refused them at the time, and since the end of the Whit~ Paper 
period we have continued the migration of_ Jews into Pale_stme. It 
is quite wrong to say that we are carrymg on the White Paper 
policy. On the contrary, we endeavoured to make a new st:,trt by 
getting together with the United States of America for a solution. I 
hope that out of the discussions on that solution will come the settle
ment of t.his problem, but to hear some hon. Mem'bers tal~ one would 
think that the Report had been accepted by everybody with acclama
tion. It has not been accepted by tl10 Zionists or by the Arabs. I 
am told that if we ,vill accept this straightaway without any further 
thought, _ everything .will be all right. I cannot accept that. What 
we did say when the Report was issued in consultation with the 
United States of America was that we sought to get ' the opinion of 
both Arabs and Jews on the question. We then nrranu;ed for consul
tations to take plare between the experts on the Report. These have 
been proceeding. It is really not the fault of this Government that 
the talks have not proceeded more quicklv. I have endeavoured to 
speed them up myself, but one cannot speed up people more than 
thev are willing to be speeded up. One must ,do the best one can. 

The suggestion is thrown out that because after l:,hat Report a. 
period has elapsed in which it, is known that discussions have gone 
on somehow or other t,hat excuses violence. It does not to my mind 
excuse or condone this kind of violence. We have got to face the 
fact that there are strong forces in Palestine and in the Jewish world 
that have not accepted the idea only of a Jewish home, but are 
pressing for a ,Jewi h State. It is no good blinking that fact:r--

Ir. . SILVERMAN : Like the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
THE PRIME MINISTER : That is a perfectly irrelevant point. I am 

dealing here with the facts of the situation between the Arabs and 
the Jews. One has to realise this, too. I quite agree that the Hairana 
tarted off by being an orderly and useful body of people, but there 

is no doubt whatever that, especially since the end of the war, it has 
to some extent changed , and we have evidence-I will produce the 
evidence in due course-of a very close link up between the Jewish 
Au;cmcy and Hagana. Indeed, the hon . .l\f ember for E::ic;t Coventry 
(1\lr. Cros man) made that point very strongly himself. We also have 
c-vidence of the close connection b tween the Hagana. a!1,d the lrgun. 
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\Ve cannot get away from the fact that these arc working togclh r, 
and according to the information which we ha"e, the only po iii! 
way of dealing with the e widespread di turbanc s is to deal with 
the organisation of the higher command. The la t thing in the world 
we want to do is to destroy the Jewish Agency. We want to keep 
the Jewish Agency doing magnificent work, but the Jewi h .1\g ncy 
cannot be a cover for running an illegal army in illegal actions. That 
is why we have had to take this action-because all the e\'idence that 
came to the hands of our authoritie was tl1at tho Hagana ha b n 
closely connected with the Irgun and lhat the Hagan:i a ts under ~he 
general direction of members of the Jewish .Agency. 1 am not saying 
all the members, but certainly some member of th Executive of the 
Jewish Agency. . 

We are told that this is a dangerous action, a. dangerous policy. 
I ai;tree, but it is a policy whic~ .has be n forced ueon u~. .\n<l what 
is the alternative? 1 really did not hear any alternative from the 
hon. Member fot· East Coventry, except that we should at once pro
claim without further consideration that we had a c pt d th,. Report 
of the Committee \Vell we are not prepared to accept that until 
we have di cu sed it fully with the Government of lhe Unit d tal.,(?s 
of America. That is the course we have set b fore us, and I am 
bound to repeat that I have seen no evidenc yet, of t~e accept:a,nce 
of that Report, that it would at once get the approbation of 1th 1· 
of the two great communities in Pale tine or of their supporters 
outside. . 

Dr. SEGAL (Prest-on) : fay I ask the Prime. ~Iinister, does action 
depend simply on agreement betwee_n ~he Br1t1 h 9overnment and 
the nited tates Government, or 1s 1t al. o contmgent upon the 
acquiescence of both communities in Palestine? 

THE PRI:\IE MINI TER : \Vhat we want to get at is the great.est 
possible agreement .belwee.n our. eh-es and tht.· nit~d t.::i,te and then 
to try to get a policy which will be agreed and will bung pea. e. 

Dr. SEG.\L : That means po tponing a selllement. 
THE PRIME MINI TER : I do not think the hon. )fcmher would 

desire us to enforce some policy, by force of arms which is not 
accepted by the communitie~. As I. hav~ said bef_ore .l ~hink this 
Report is & very good bas1 for d1 cu s1on, I think 1t 1s a very 
valuable Report, but if I am a ked here and now if I , ccpt that 
Report I cannot accept it because we have not fully discussed it, 
and i~ implications are very far-reaching and need very wide and 
careful examination. 

Mr. S. SILVERMAN : This is a very important point. I apolo;i. e 
for int.errupting again. re we to under~tancl, from what my right 
hon. Friend has just said, that no solution of this problem ilher 
arising out of the Report or othcnvi e, even if agr d bC'tween thi 
country and the United tates of America, will he applied unle the 
Arab community in Palestine agrees to it? 

Tm: PRIME MINI TER: I said nothing of the sort. What I sajd 
was that you have to examine this very fully because it is not our 
policy to enforce a policy on Palestine at the point of the bayonet, 
whether that policy is dictated by one side or the other in favour 
of one side or the other. We are trying to get a settlem nt 
on this most difficult question, and I am endeavouring in this 
debate to try to escape from the atmo phere of suspicion which 
has been creat~d as the result of the vast handling of this 
whole question. In this matter we are trying to deal fairly with 
the Jews and with the Arabs in Palest'ine. It is reaJly no good 
auggesting that we have not an obligation to Arabs as w JI as Jews. 
That is our Iandate. It may be unfortunate, but that is the 
position. Now, aL the present time, we hold that fanclat . We are 
responsible for preserving law and order. It is sugge ted that we 
should not have taken this action. I do not know what was sug
gested. I notice in the Report it was said if Briti h Forces were 
withdrawn there would be immediate and prolonged bloodshed, the 
end of which it was impos ible to predi t. We hould like to get 
our troops out of this difficult position, but, unfortunately, we have 
this responsibi]ity and our troops are there. \,Yhile they are there 
they must carry out the primary duty of a Governm nt. 

That enforcement of law and order, the preservmg of law and 
order, really does not mean the enforcement of a \Vhite Paper policy. 
The hon. Member who said that ought not to have aid that. He 
ought not to have drawn a. comparison either, suggesting that this 
was the same as the case of Ireland, because the hon. Member knows 
perfectly well, and so does the .Jewish community and the whole 
world, that we arP discussing definite, concrete proposal put forward 
to us by a Committee. We are discussing this on the basis of having 
accepted for a basis of discussion a report which is being put forward 
by representatives from two great countries. urely it is unrea on
able to sug~est that omehow or other any delay justifies violent 
action of this kind. I seriously ask what pos ible good docs any hon. 
l\Iember think can be done by wrrcking trains de troying bridaes 
shooting soldiers, or kidnapping officers? How can that conceivably 
bring us one whit nearer to a solution of this problem, unless it is 
realJy true that by bringing violent pt·essure this Government can 
be forced to take some action which it would not otherwise take! 

o Government worthy of the name will yield to that kind of 
pressure, and certainly !his Government is not going to do so. 

fr. ZILLIAC (Gateshead) : Will my righ hon. Friend say on this 
question of not yielding t-0 violence, why the Foreign retarv tated 
at Bournemouth that the Governm nt would not admit 100,000 Jew , 
as recommended by the ommittee's Report, as it wou]d m an station
ing a further divi ion in Palestine! Is that not yielding t-0 the threat 
of Arab violence! 

Tmi PRIME t:INISTER: ot, at. aJ1. Tf we a.re suddenly going to admit 
something like a 20 per cent. addition, I think it i , of the t tal 
population into a di turbed country with all kinds of ecQnomic diffi
culties and so on, we have to contempl~e that we may ~et di turb
ances, and ma need more troops stationed th re. The Foreign 

retary said nothing in rogard t-0 the Arabs. But we ha.v to tak 
into account that steps taken in this matter must be taken very care• 
fully if we do not want to precipitate violence on one side, or the 
other. Therefore, I k the Holl'! to rcali • that the Oovemment 
ha.v~ not been a tua.ted by me de ire to att k the J wi h Ag n y, 
the Jewish people or the Zionist movement. 

We ha.vo been trying for a v ry long time to s e wheth r ordinary 
police action, persua ion, would not st~p thi terrori m. It 11~ 11ot 
dono so. It bas got on , and I claim th t no overnm nt could 

have failed lo act 11111.l 1· Lh R circum. tauce . Our information i , as 
I t-old the Hou , lhat th t i tho clo t po. ibl connection b l w en 
1:embers of the Exe ·ulive of th J wi h gcncv and th llagana. 

That, i: not denied. 'fher i vidcn of a. I c:onne ·lion aud joint 
working between the Hag, na and om of th terrori t .organi ation , 
and under the e ir um l.'.l.nc ~ it was e ntial lo deal w1th the whole 
network of this bu in . as soon a po ibl , lo cl ar up the mall r. 
,vo want t-0 go ahead au~l get down to the bu inei. of clea]ing with tho 
R port of the ('-ommi ion d aling with this prob! m. l _ C'a1ne tly 
a k all my friend whom I know £eel v ry .deeply on Urn~ maUer, 
ind d hon. 1emb rs in all parts of lhl' Hou fe l wry d ply on 
thi matt r--I ask ho:1. fember • to use om c nlrol. 

I do not think the remarks of the hon. f mbcr f r D vo11po1t (l\fr. 
M. Foot) were r ally h lpful, or really <lid. ju tic. to t)1e situ, lion in 
whi h any 00Ye1 nment would finJ it elf 111 de~lmg with a ~rohlem 
which has la t d not for <l ca<ll's, bul for c 11tune~. Thal, r. quire f~r 
i t solution tho utmost paticnc and Lh<' ulm . t ~oocl _will, hut it 
1equir at the sam lime, if our hop s arc .not lo b lupwrc ·keil,_ a 
firm admini tra.tion in carrying out tho ordma1. ft!ndam ntal dull s 
'>f a. overnmC'nl, di:ta t ful a th c may be. I llunk hon. f mh~rs 
hav alre:uly agre d, that. whale\· r they may lhi~k about the acl1~n 
that ha bean taken by tho Government, th action of the troop m 
carrying out tho duti ha. b en ex mplary. I a surC' the llouR., 
in conclu ion, that a soon a. p . ihlo th Hou shall b put m 
po e ion or all th fact aYailablo. T _can also assur . the House that 
I am pres ing on con lantly--onl)' llus v 1·y W<'~k-!n ord r lo lry 
and .e:cL forward with the discn ions on the omm1Ue report. 

fr. HENDER ON &rEwART (Fif , East) : Tho Prime . {inisl r must 
be aware that a large number of hon .. fomh r.s who w1 he<l lo speak 
to-night could not. within lh hort t11~1 ava.ilabl . d • , an~!. also 
of tho great import, n c allach cl lo llus matter. ~ould h .gne us 
an a nra.nce that a. full opportunily . for a. di u s1on or_ tin. l?r~ve 
matter will be i:riven befor the Hou e r1 e at the cod of tins month. 

Tm'l Prm,rn Mr •r~TElt : I have alrea.<ly promi d that. . I should 
h,we liked a. full clay's Debate on lhi. , 1~ot a. ruRh d Ueba.t . m a. short 
limo which does not give an~·one full tune to dev lop t.he1r ca~ • It 
has already bePn a.id tha.t there. will be an opporlumty for a full 
Dcbalo before the Hou rise . 

M R A BuTu:n. (, affron ,Yald n) : Ts the Prime finisler aware 
Lhat a. gt'C~t ma.ny !embers would like a full day's Debate on 
ducation? f I Jr will ~fr. . ILV~~n. rA . : I think that many iembe!'S ~ L 1 _on . . 

feel tha.t my right hon. Friend has not really JU_ t~fied this lwn, 
but since I did not move this foLion in order lo d_1\·1do the Homm aL 
this t,aa on the e ma.ttors, but merely in or<l r t-0 gl:O the C:1;:emni nt 
an O ortunity to hear what we thought, and. give tl~e 0!1 an 
0 it~nity to hear the GovernmenL's~ . xplanat1on, I will, w~ll1 tl~e 
1!~0 or the Hou.e, and of my hon. }!neml who sccondC'd, ask learn 
lo withdraw th • folion. 

fotion, hy 1 ave, withdrawn. 
GOVERNMENT'S PALESTINE PLAN. 

Mr. Herbert Morrison's Statement 
.Tuf!J ,11, t.?.~6. 

The Lord President of the Council (Mr. Herbert Morrison) : This 
D bate tak pla e in the shadow of a tragedy that f!1U t l1avc 
moved the most war-hardened amo?g us. ~n tbe destruction of the 
n.overnment office at the J ing David Hotel rn J rus~J~m, 84 me!1 and 
~vomen-Arabs, Jews, Briti h-w re k.illed, and 46 ITIJU!ed, wh1l 22 
are still mis ing. These wer~ peo~le innoce:1t of any cr1m , members 
of th public going about their 0t·dmary bu mess, and many loyal and 
single-hearted servants of the commu_nity. I am sure that the wbo]e 
House would wish me to expres agam the d ep sympa_thy felt ~Ti the 
whole British people for the victims of Lhis ou.trage_. J:?ohce and m1 1tary 
fore s have, on each occasion of acts of terrorism, rnstituted measures to 
I rack down and arrest tho'le responsible. . 

The greatest obstacle to u~ces~ m th s~ operations ha b~en the 
refusal of tho Jewish population 111 Pal stme to co-operate . with ~he 
fore s of law and order. Jewi h ettl r.s have re orted to pass~ve resist, 
ance of the most delermined kind agamst earches for t rror1 t . Tho 
Government have been equally determined to bri~g the perp~trators. of 
these outraj?;es to account, and r~ached th~ conclusion that radical action 
was needed against the orgam ers of .111 gal ar~e? . forces, and the 
or'ganisations they control. Action to this en<l was ~nitiated on June 29, 
when wide pread arrests and earches ~ere. carr1 cl ou_t by all the 

ecurity Forces in Palestine. The examination or. detamecs_ ancl the 
scrut.iny of documents seized in those searches was still p1:oc dmg, w~en 
the late t and most tragic incident occurred-the destruction at the Kmg 
David Hotel. Immediate action was taken to pur u the perpetrators 
of the outrage, and 446 .Jews we!c a_rre ted who e records showed_ a so
ciation with the terrorist organisations. 4s there was clear ev1de_nce 
that some if not all of the per ons respon 1ble for the Jerusalem crime 
came Crodi Tel Avi~, military operations in that town took place on 
July 30 to apprehend them. . 

The House will expect me to say a word about .t~e I tter which, 
ac ording to newspaper reports, G n.era~ Bark~i:, the m!htary comman_der 
in Palestine sent to his offic rs forb1ddmg British soldiers from r lation
ships of a s~cial character with Jews, and lating that any a sociation in 
the way of duty should b as brief as po sibl , and kept to the bu _iness 
at hand. First,. let me say that though the Governmc!1t ~r , 11;t1 fled 
that the instructions given by the Commander wer JU t1fied m the 
present disturb d state of the cot1ntry, at th same time, making all 
allowance for the provo ation to which our For e are expo ed, and 
recognising that the letter was writt n shortly after th ?utr~ge at the 
King David Hotel, the Government feel that they must dis o 1ate them
selves from the actual terms in which the I tt r is couched. The Chief 
of the Imperial General taff i dealing with this a pect of the matter, 
and I am sure that it can be af Iv left in Field- far hal lontgomery's 
verv competent hands. But the Hou e will, of cour e, bear in mind the 
difficult and delicate nature of the operation on which our Fore s in 
Palestine are at present engaged, and I am onfid n , too, lhat the 
House wilt wi h me to sav that we fully appre iat how h av is the 
strain under whi h both th Army and th ci ·ilian offi ial have been 
carrying out their dutie , and to xpr our admiration for the magni-. 
fie nt way in which th y have di charged them. 
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At this point, I hould like to ay a word on the subject_ ~f the 
compensation payable to the dependant of the dead_ and to the m3ured. 
'othing we can do can make up to them for the irreparable personal 

loss they have suffered, but it is the duty of the Govemment to ensure 
that they do not suffer more than is inevitable and that they should 
be par cl financial anxieties a far as is possible. Th_e families of Briti_sh 
and Palestinian civil ervants and police are provided for by special 
legislation which ha been operati,·e ince 1935, dealing with pension 
and compensation que lion ari ing out of acts of terrorism. This legis
lation will be interpreted and admini tered with the maximum g~nerosit 
and special provi ion. wilJ, if nece ary, b_e m_ade to deal w~th ca~es 
which may for technical l'eason fall outside its sphere, or m wluch 
special circum tances make the compensation proYicled under the legis
lation inadequate. Th proYi ion of the Hoyal Warrant will apply to 
the dependant of soldiers who lost their li ves. Dependants of other 
victims not included in the above category, will be proYided for by 
special arrangements as nee ssary. In the meantime, instructions have 
been given to ensure that payments ontinue lo be made to familie 
pending the conclusion of fin al arrangement for t heit· financial support. 

The shock of the King DaYid Hotel explosion has sur ly aroused ~?s to 
a fuller understanding, if that were ne cled, o[ the horrible and mon
strous nature of those " eYil things ' '- lo borrow a phrase u eel on a 
famous occa ion-again t which we are fighting. The curse of Hitler 
is not, yet fully removed. ome of hi victims fl eeing from the raYaged 
ghettos of Europe have carried with them the germs of tho e very 
plague from which they sought e cape-intolerance, racial pride, 
intimidation, terrori m and the worship of force. ·we are reminded 
that, in discussing the Pale tine problem, we are dealing not only with 
the question of the displaced persons in Europe-though, as 1 shall show, 
we haYe giYen most anxiou attention to that a pect-but also with 
the clash of political force , deeply rooted in history and stirring strong 
and, if unwise!~· directed , terrible emotions. Zioni m i regarded by its 
supporters a the expre sion of a profound and splendid impul e in the 
soul of the Jewish people, and it purpo e as transcending the material 
needs of the immediate present. Let them beware howe,·er. le t thi 
modern perversion of their faith bring ruin upon them and it. ane 
and healthy nationali m ha inspired many of the fine t achievement of 
mankind; its perversion spells only degradation and depravity. 

The leader of the Jewi'h community in Palestine haYe. we feel bound 
to say. failed to preserve their movement from the contagion of those 
false ideals of which 1 have spoken. l\Iany of \hem eem to have been 
dra,nf into course which their own conscience mu t at first haYe 
condemned. The death of Lord 1Ioyne in 1 -ovember. 1944, came a a 
startli~g ~roof of the evil nature of PalesLinian terrori m and the length 
to which 1~ would go. After that, for a time, the Jewish .Agency co. 
operated with the G~vernmE:nt in a campaign against the illegal organisa
tions, the Irgu(l Zva1 L_eun11 ~n_d. the te1:n Gang. There was, for some 
months. a lull m terronst acbY1hes, but m May, 1945 following threats 
by the Irgun Zvai Leumi that V-Day for the wodd w~uld be D-Dav for 
them, there was a renewed outbreak of violence. • 

The Anglo-AI_nerican Committe~ have _recorded how the Jewi h Agency 
ceased to pronde that co-operation wtth the Mandatorv which is the 
duty expres 1~· laid upon them by the Mandate. Incleed , after the 
attacks on the police headquarters and police stations in December. 1945, 
when eight lives were Jost, l\fr. Ben Gurion, the Chairman of the 
Executive of the Jewi h Agency, in a statement i sued to the Pre bv 
his authority, describing an interview whfoh he and Mr. hertok hacl 
had with the High Commissioner, indicated tha t the Agencv could not 
'.1 ist in preYenting such acts, e~cusing ~hemseke on the ground that, 
m the words of the statement, 1t was difficult to appeal to the Jewish 
community to observe the Jaw at a time when the :Mandatory Govern
ment was itself con istentl~· violating the fundamental law of the country 
embodied in the Palestine Mandate. 

everal leaders of the Agency had already become directly implicated 
in the terrorist campaign. Of this His Majesty's Government have 
ample evidence. of which selections have been published in the 1·ecent 
,vhite Paper. The cumulative effect of this evidence in recent months 
wa such that , anxiou as we had been to amid anv additional di turb
ance of the situation while the Anglo-American· discu sion were in 
train, His Majesty's Government were driven to the decision that dra tic 
action could no longer be postponed. The High Commissioner wa 
accordingly authorised to carry out the operation which began on 
June 29th, with a view to breaking up the illegal organi atjon and 
detaining tho e responsible for the campaign of violence. I do not pro
pose to dwell further on that matter now, though there will be ample 
opportunity to raise it, if hon. Members o desire, during the course of 
the Debate. I should myself prefer, and I think the Hou e. generallv 
will take the view that it would be more profitable, to turn away frvrn 
the sombre reco_rd of the past, and direct the attention of the 'House 
forward to the way by which we believe the peoples of Pale tine mav 
be led to a brighter and happier future. • 

Repre entatives of His fajesty's Government and the Government 
of the nited tat~ whoi:1 I _shall describe a the ex_pert delegation , 
have completed their exammat10n of the recommendation made in the 
report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry on the problems of 
European Jewry and Palestine. The experts made unanimous recom
mendations on both sides, British and American a to the policy to 
be adopted ~n respect ?f all the ma~ters covered 'by the report of the 
Anglo-American -0mm1tlee; and I thmk that I should outline. ineYitablv 
at ome length, the main features of their proposals. • 

The expert delegations first .dealt with the recommendation of the 
Anglo.American Committee regarding the position of the Jews in 
~urope. Th~ events o~ recent years, after Hitler' rise to power have 
given a special empha I to the character of the Jewish ,..ational Home 
as a sanc_tuary for those who could reacl_1 it from among the tragically 
f w urv1vors of Europ ~n Jey;ry. It 1_ the pre sure of immigration 
from Europe that has s~ mtens1fied_ the d1fficul~ie of the Pale tine prob
lem. The nglo-Amer,can omm1tt r ogm ed that Palestine alone 

.cann?t meet the_ immigration need of the Jewish victim of azi and 
Fa c1st persecution, and recomm nded that our two Governments in 
a ociati9n with other countri -for the whole world hare the 
r pon ibilit - hould encl vour imm cliately lo find new Homes for all 
di placed p ons, irre pective of creed or nationality, 

The e p rt d legation propo ed that our two Governments hould 
adopt th following m an of making an immediat ontribution to 
th olution of thi problem. First, they proposed that our two 

Governments should seek lo create conditions fayourable to the 
reseltl ment of a substantial number of di pla eel persons in Europe 
itself, since it is recognised that the overwhelming majority will con
tinue to live in Europe. In the British and .A.merican zones of Ger
man • and Au tria, our two Governments are doing their utmost to 
assist resettlement and to eradicate anti-Semitism. In Italy and the 
ex-enemy satellite 'tale the authorities will be required by the Peace 
Treaties to secure to all perso11s under their jurisdiction human rights 
and the fundam ntal freedoms. As regards the countries in Europe~ 
the expert delegations recommended that our Governments houl<l 
support the efforts of the nitecl ... ration to en ure the protection of 
tho e rights and freedoms. Further, by assisting to re-e tablish political 
and economic tability in Europe, we should continue to contribute 
to the restoration of those basic conditions which will make possible the 
reintegration in Europe of a, f>Ubstantial number of displaced person ~ 
including Jews. 

But, when all that is pos ible has been done in Europe, it is clear 
that new homes must be found overseas for many whose tie with 
their fo1mer communities have been irreparably broken. The ex pet t 
delegations outlined the following measures- ome of which are already 
in train1-designed to promote this moven1.ent. Fhst, we should 
continue to press for the establishment of an International Refugee 
Organisation designed lo deal effectively with the problem of refugees 
and displaced persons as a whole. condly, we should give trong 
upport at the forthcoming General Assembly of the "Gnited ations 

lo an appeal calling upon all Member Governments to receive in 
territories under their control a. proportion of the di placed per ons 
in Europe, in~luding Jew_s. I sl~ould here interpolate that His Maje ty·s 
Governmcn 111 the mted Kmgdom have already given a lead in 
this matter by accepting a commitment to promote the reseltlement 
of . ab~mt 235,000 ~olish _t~oop and civilians . and their dependants. 
This 1~, of cour~e, m addition to refugees admitted during the period 
of Nazi persecution, of whom some 70,000 Jews remain in the United 
Kingdom. His Maj ty's Governments in the Dominions have been 
informed of the act-ion being taken by His l\1-ajesty's GoYernment in 
the nited Kingdom, and they will, we hope, support the appeal ·to 
~fember Go_vei:nm~nts of th~ United Nations,. an appeal which will 
mcl~de. an rnv1tation. lo receive a. number of displaced .persons in the 
terntones under their control. I also understand that the United 

taites, where 275,~ refugees, incl?ding 180,000 Jews, have per
~nan~ntly_ resettled m the sam~ period, are now resuming normal 
1mm1grabon and expect to receive some 53,000 immigrant each year 
from the E_uropean cou~1tries from wh~ch the displaced persons are 
drawn. Fmally, pendmg the estabhshment of an International 
Refugee Organisation, we shall, in co-operation with the Government 
o[ the United Stales, continue to promote the resettlement. of refugees 
and clispla e<l persons through the agency of the Inter-Governmental 
Commit.tee on Refugees. Plans a~ in preparation, in co-operation with 
the nat10n concerned, for re ettlmg large number of displaced persons 
in Brazil and other uth American countries. 

It will thn be seen. from what I have said, tha the broader a pects 
of th refugee and displaced persons problem have not been over
lo<:>ked, 11?1· th re ra t ion of c~mditions in Europe permitting the 
remteg~·ati on her . of a man)'. _dtsplaced person , including Jews, as 
may w1. h to 1e111a111. The ability and talent of Jews and other is 
needed for the difficult ta ks of reconstruction that lie ahead. At the 
same time, we are taking urgent and practical steps to ensure that 
other countries as well as Palestine will contribute to the resettlement 
of those di placed persons, including ·Jews, who mus look elsewhere 
than to Europe for their permanent homes. 

In formulating a new policy for Palestine, the expert delegation 
ac epted as a ba is the principles laid down in the third recommenda

_tion of the Anglo-American Committee, that Palestine as a whole 
can be neibher a Jewish nor an Arab State, that neither of the two 
communities in Palestine should dominate the other, and that the 
form of Governmen should be such as to safeguard the interests in the 
Holy Lan<l of both Chri tendom and the Moslem and Jewish faiths. 

The expert delegation argue as follows. The political aspiration 
of the two communities in Palestine are irrecon ilable. Th conflict 
whi ·h the e aspiration have pro,·oke<l is so bitter that there is little 
hope of securing within an:v reasonable period that measure of co-opera
tion between Arab and Jew which would make possible the e tablish
meut in Pnlestiue of a unitary system of Government. consi tent wibh 
these ba ic principles, in whi h each people playpd its part. The 
only chance of peace, and of immediate advance towards self-governing 
institutions. appears to lie in so framing the constitution of the country 
as to give to each the greatest practicable measure of power to manage 
ils own affairs. The experts believe that, in present circumstances, 
thi. can best be secured bv the establishment of Arab and Jewish 
Provinces, which will enjo)· a. large measure of autonomy under a 
central Government. 

It is their proposal that, for this purpose, Palestine shall be divided 
into four areas, an Arab Province, a Jewish Province, a District of 
Jerusalem and a District of Negeb. The Jewish Province would include 
the great bulk of the ]and on which Jews have already settled and a 
con iderable area between and ai:ound the settlements. The Jerusalem 
Di trict would includ Jerusalem, Bethlehem and their immediate 
environs. The egeb District would consist of the uninhabited 
triangle of wa te land in the uth of Palestine beyond the present 
limit of cultiYation. The Arab Pro ince would include the remainder 
of Pale tine: it would be almost wholly Arab in re pec,t both of land 
and of populatlon. The provincial boundaries would be purely adminis
trative boundaries, defining the area within which a local legislature 
would be empowered to legislate on certain subjects and a local execu
tive to admini ter its laws. They would have no significance as 
regar.ds defence, u tom or communications, but, in order to give 
finality, the boundaries, once fixed, would not be sus eptible of change 
except by agreem nt between the two Provinces. A provision to 
this effect would be embodied in any trustee hip agreement, and in the 
in trumen bringing the plan into operation. 

The provincial government would have power of legi la.tion and 
administr lion within th ir areas with re~ard to a wide rang of sub
jects of primarily provincial concern. They would also have power 
lo limit the number and determine the qualification of person who 
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may take up perma11enl r icfonce in th ir tC>nilories , fl r th 
duction of the plan. The pro,·incial gov rnmcnt would b 
by the in tmment of overnment whiL'h e tabfo,he the fund, m ntal 
Jaw to proYi<le f?r the guarantee of ci,·il 1·ighls an1l quality b fore 
the law of all re 1dent and for t.he freedom of intert<'rritorial tran it 
trade and commerc . 'Ihe proYincial goYemments would have th; 
nece ary power to rai e 111011 y for th purpo. of arr)·ing out th •ir 
functions. 

There would be r ;;erved to the (' ntral C:o,·ernment e.·clu ive 
authority as to def nee, for i relation;;, Cu lorn an<l Rxci • . In 
addition, thern would be 1e erYed initinllv to the Central io,· rnmcnt 
exclu i,:c authority a lo the aclminii-fration of law aud Or(lN, induding 
!he police a11d court.,, arnl a limitC>d numb r of uhjC>et of all -PalC' tine 
1mporlanre. The ( ntral ,0Yer,1m nl woulcl hay :ill powC'r not 
expre slr granted to the p10Yince by the in tn11nent of Gov rnmC>nt. 
An oJ,,cted LC>gi. laliv C'hambPr would h C':-lablishe<l in ach Prm inc . 
An executh· , consi ting of a chief Mini . l r an<l a ouncil of ~finislers, 
would be appointed in each ProYinc bv th Ilig'h ommi. :ion<'r frnm 
among the member of lhe L gi. laliv Chamber after con nllation with 
its leacler . Rills pa . eel by the l~egi. lativ ('hamher wonl1l r <111ire 
the as. ent of the High C'ommi ioner. This. howeYer, would not he 
withheld unle.:- the Rill i incon . i tent with the instrument of C:o\'rrn
ment, who e provi. ion would afford 1fe~n,u·J for the pear of Pal<'S· 
tine and for the rights of minoritie:. 

Tl would al-.:0 l,e 11ece:sarv to r enc to f h<' High (\rnunissioner an 
<'mergcncy power lo inten·cne if , pro\'ineial gon'rnlllrnt fails to 
l)erform, or ex eeds, it proper function . The executiY and legi . latiYc 
function of the (' ntral GoY rnment wouhl iniliallY he ex<'rc:i . eel bv 
the High C'ommi ioner, a .,.i lecl by a. uominatecl ExecntiYe Council. 
Cert.ain of th departm nl of the C'entral C:onrnment ,rnul<l he he:ulNl, 
a5 oon a the High ommi ioner d cm. pra tical, by Pale. linian . 
The High Com mi . ioner would e;;t,ablish a De, elopment 'Planning Roanl 
and a Tariff Roarcl compo;;ecl of reprr entaliYe;,, of the C'entral C:oYem
ment and of each province. In the ,Jem.al m Di lrict. a council woul,l 
be established with powers simila1· to tho. e of a municipal ouncil. 
The majority of its m mhers would he ekctccl, but ertain mt>ml)('n; 
would he nominated by th<' High C'ommi:;;ioner. The , r<'geb District 
would he aclministerecl,· for the time being. b,, the ('entral OnYernmenL 

Thi,- plan for proYincial autonomy wonlcl g;·eatly simplify the prohlem 
of Jewi -h immigration into Pale tine. ThouJ!h final onltol owr immi
gration woulcl ontinue to re. t with th l<'nlral C:oYernm nt. thi . 
control would he xer i ed on the ha$i. of r<'rommenclations macl<' hv 
tl1e provincial government . o long as the eronomic ah~o,pti,;e 
capacity of the proYince was not exceeded, the C"enlral Governm<'nt 
would authorLe the immigration cle;;ir cl hy the provincial govt'rnm<'nt. 
It would have no power to authorise immigation in exces ' of any limita
tions propo ed by the proYinc:ial gov<?rnments. Thu., though the 
Government of the Arab Province woulcl haYe full power to t'xclu,le 
Jewi h immigrant. from its ProYince. the .Jewish Provinre would, 
normally be able to admit as many immigrant a it Government 
<le~ire . 

As part of this plan. the experl. . ugge. t that it would b come 
pos ible to accept the recommendation. of the Anglo merican C'om
mittee for the immediate aclmL ion of 100,000 ,Jewish immi~ants into 
Pale tine, and for continuing immigration thPrPafter. The Pxperts 
prepared a plan for the movement of 100,000 .Tew from Europe into 
th Jewish area of Palestine'. and this plan could be !'et in mo ion as 
soon a it L decided to put into eff Pct the l'l1<'mP as a whole. Th 
immigration certificate· woulcl be i. U('(l a. 1 apidly a. po1=sihl , and 
every effort woul,l be made to complete th op ration within 12 monthf. 
of the date on which the immigration b<'ginR. The immigrantR would 
be s<'lected. primarily, from ,Jews in f.lprmanv, uslria and Italy, and 
prio1ity would h rrivcn to tho e who ha,e already . pent some f ime in 
a- emhly centres in tho.e countrie. and to others who. thoul!'h no longer 
in tho;:;e centrPs, were liberated in Germany and Au. tria. ,vithin tho:-e 
group~, priority would he given to builcling craftsmen and agricultural 
worker;;. :voung chilclren, the infirm and th aged. Th<' bulk of t_he 
100.000 woulcl b drawn from Germany, , u;:;tria and Italy; any rerbfi
catPs aYailable for th Jews in other ountri" of Ra. tern and , onth
Eastern Europe would he is11ued only to orphan children. hipment 
would pr~ceed at the maximum rate con. islent with the cJparancr of 
the tra.n. it camps in Palestine, in which the immigrant;:; would be 
temporarilv accommodated until they oulcl b absorbed. 

l nder thi. plan, thP l nited late;; C:overnment, would be a. k d to 
und rtake ole respon. ibilitv for the s<'a tran. portatio11 of those J<'wl. h 
refug . to whom I haYe ·referrecl, from Europ to Pale:tine. They 
would proYiel(' the hips and would rlefra:v the whole co. t of i:<<'a lran -
portation. They would afao proYidC' foo,l for the immigranti- for .the 
fir t two month. after their arrival in Pale. tine. The coi-t of t ran -
ferring anrl settlinj? this number of pPrsons in PalP tine would, of 
ourse, be considerable. The Jewi. h organisations hnYe accepted the 

finan ial re pon ibility, and the expert . aw no rt>ai;:on why the re<1uired 
finance . hould not be found from reparation;;:. from contribution h~• 
world .Jewrv and from loans. The expert accepted the r<'commPncfa
tion of the .Anglo-Ameri an C'ommittPe thaf improwment1 of 1he 
economic and .ocial ronclition: of the .\ rah. in Palestine wer<' <le irahle. 
The programme which they ;;ugge. tecl would inclucle the proYi. ion of a 
health !'en·icP compamhl to that alrE'a<ly availablE' to the ,Jews, an 
exparuion of educational fa ilit-ie .. the provi:-ion of cheap credit for 
tho Arab cultivators. and other mea. urP. clesignerl to incr a e the 
productiYity of the land, the promotion of the co-op<'ralive movpment . . 
th rlev lopment of lil!'ht indu tries and impronmenti- in both rural 
and urban lh·in!? condition . 

The expert delPgation~ gave warning that, for 11ome years, the imple
m ntalion of these all(l oth<'r nlan. for the improveme11t of economic 
opportunitiP:s and _li~·ing !'tandard-1 in Pal<> tine ,~ould imno r hP:n:v 
capital ro. ts not l](T1hle for Jo:in . and would con11titute a "<'Yer t,a111 
on the financ<>s of Pale,-tinP. The . eltin,g up of fhP provincial ystem 
would al$o entail a cl ficit in the buclg t of th Arab Province whi h 
,vould have to be me bv a Central Oo •prnment. subvention. Furthn 
financial aid for Pali•. tin woul<l b rPouired if the plan. a11 a. wholP. i. 
to b<' arrierl out. To mPet thi ituation, the <'XPert. lll!'(!e t cl that 
the l nit cl tates . hould hP n. ked to mak<' n nlnitantial itrnnt to th 
Govnnm nt of Pale tine, to hf' u;;Nl p11ncinallv for financing Arab 
d Y<'looment proj ct not uitahl for . <'lf-li(luidatin(! loan . and for 
a i. ting in thi> mrPtinp: of e.·traorclinnrV' 'IP ·pen<lilnrP nurinir the 
tran. itional p riod, whil, thi. country . houlcl h' n. kPrl to tak ultimr.le 
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re pon:-ihility for mr •ling Pal<'. tinl''. annual lnulg tary dC'ficit up to 
ti ti111, wh<'n incre, sect n•,· lllll' macl this u1111eec, ·arv. 

The exp rt bcli \'<'u that lho n ct! for <'Conomic' deY lopnwn_t in 
Pal ·lin houl,l l> consi<lPretl , gainsl, lhc background 0£ th<> ~ltcldh1 

Ea:-L a.' a whole. Th v understood that the go,·cr11llll'lll: ll'Jll'<'~( nll'<l 
in the .\.rab League w • r<' now p.xamining th possi\.Jilitic of 1·rn110111iy 
d,,,·elopment in th ir countrh•,.,, an1l th y, lh<'rdor , .'ngg1•:-lP1l that. 1£ 
nny of those tales fonntl cliffkullv i11 ohtaining int<'rnalional lo, ns 
fo1: thi pmpo e, th l'nit<'cl , 'tatPs .:l10ul<l aulhori. ' large-. cale de,· !op
mt'n Joan.. The,c loan~ would he mall through an appropnall 
agency for tho d \l•lopnwnt of th,· ~liddl, Eas! r<'gion, _indutling 
Pale;;t inC'. Most larg -. cal de,·clopment from winch Pale:-tinr. ('Oul,l 
be111 fit ;;houl1l he nndNlaken in co -opera lion, all a.-t, , ilh Tran,-jordan, 
ancl probably with , vria arnl T. ha non. The ex1wrls propo,ed 1 hal, 
uhje ·t lo u;c cons<'nt' of tlw (~o,•prnm<•nt of Tran jordan, fhC' common 

water 1 sonrc of both PalPslinr all(l T, ;: :i;;jonlnn houhl he' ,un1•y1'1l 
a, .:oon n po:-siLlc by nsulling ngin<'C'r. ading u111ler <10Hr111111•11t 
an pie . 

1 ha\' now complPle1l nl,\' outline of l he n•commcn<lalion • of th 
e:-.p rt delegation:. JTi,; ),Jaj . ty':-:. f:oy mm nt, lwlicYing tha th~:c 
n•comnwndalions r pre. <'llL th<' h<':-L Jin of a1!Yan <' towards a . olut10n 
of the problem, inforlll<'<l th<' 1 '11 itNl , talc,; C:owrnnl('nl of tl1Pil' 
willingn<'s,- to ar cpt th<'m n. th<' ha. is for nr~olialion. '"(' ha,l ho1w1l 
bdor~ the dehat to l'<'<"<'i\'c' from Pre;-;id1•11t Tn1111an hi;; a1•1·<'pfa11n•, 
hu~ W<' u111IC'r.:tand that, he has d (·iclr.d. in vi<'w of th<' compl<''\ily of 
lhe maffc•r. to diH·u:-,; it. in clrlail with the T nitP<l , lates exprrt clt>l<>ga
iion who are retuming lo \\'a,-hinglo11 for th<' purpo. 1•. 'I'h<' Pr<' id!'nt 
i.s thu. giving furlh<>r considnation lo tlll malt r, and we hope to 
hear agai11 frnm him i11 chi(> 1·otn.:-e. 

~T an while. how<',·C'r, th -,ituation in 'Palc:-tinc "ill hrook no el<'fay. 
,ve am in\'iting th(' r<'pn•;;1•11tatiYe,- of 1111' .T1'ws and .\rah,, tom cl u. 
for 1h:-l: n. ,ion of I h<'. l prnhlt>m . a111l w<• hop<' t ha I W<' sha II I><• a hi 
to !)ling hdorc them a a ha-,.i,.; foi · 1wgotiaf ion th plan r<'commenel d 
h)' lh(' !'\fH'd dt•lPgalion,-. ff it is found ,H'<'cplahle. our int nlion 
would h that it should lie <'lllhocli<'<l in a lrn:-tl'Pship agrcPm<'nt for 
Pal<' tin . l,ut T . honld rnak<' iL tkar that W<' 111<':lll to go ah1•ad with 
<li~cu ·sion wit 1 .\rahs :ind ,fow,- of a c·on:--lilntional :dt<'mr on lh ,-e 
li1ws. ,Ye helien~ that it off<'r • many ach·anlng . to both communiti :; 
in Pal<•:-lin<'. 

The .J <'Ws will he free to <'X<'J l'i;; a la rg<' Til<'a u ro or ron I rnl oHr 
immigration into their own l r_o,· in('c, and lo forward th<'n' the cl<'vrlop-
111<'nt of the -l<'wish national horn('. Th<' Land Trnnsf Pr P.egnlation:; 
will lH• npral d. Tt will 111' opc•n lo th C:m·1•rnm<'nl of the .\rah 
Pro\'ill(' t' lo p<>n11it or to rrfusp pern1i~. inn to .T<'ws to purcha~e l:rnrl 
th<'I'<', hut tlw a1'<'a of llH• ,f!'wish 'Prminn~ will h<' larg1•r fh:111 fliat 
in which .J<'w are frr to hny land , t. prr:-cnt. Thr .\rah<; will s:rain, 
in that th grl'al majoril)' of lhPm will he frN,,l on,·" and fo r :ill from 
anv f,•ar of .frwi,h clomina,lion. The citiz<'tb of fh1' \1 ah Pro\' inre 
wiil achi '" at on<· a larg<' lll<'a>-lll<' of aufonom,, :111.J powP1ful ;-;af<' 
guaril. v.ill be prm·icl cl fo protPtt lho rights of th<' \rah minority left 
in lhl.' ,Jcwi. h Pro\·irH'P. To hoth commn11if ic the phn oITN. a pro. fl ct 
of cl \C'lopment., of which there wonl,1 he litllc hope in a unitary 
Pale tint'. 

In tho long l('l"lll, I ho pin n Jt,a \'<'S t hr wny open fo1 · p<>nccfnl progrc ,; 
and con ·titution11I rlcn,JopmPnt Pitl1c•r towarcls partition, 01· towarcls 
fedl'ral unity. ThC' a.i-ociation of l'l'!H'C':-e11f11tiYrs of the two Prmi111•p_ 
in tho admini:tration of C<'nlral suhj<'r!.; mn_v )p;ic] ulfimal<'ly to a fully 
ll<',·elop cl f d ral con. tilution. 011 tl1P otl1<'r hand, if the c·<•nlrifngal 
for,·e. prove too . trong. tho way is open towards partition. Our pro
po aL do not pr .judge this i sue ilhel' wa~·- \YP 1,eli<'\e that this plan 
pro,·iclr. a;; fair ancl rea;;onahl<' a compromise h<'tW<'<'n the daim: of 
Arab and .Jew a;;; it is possihlP to devi,-p, anti tha it. off<'1',; lh<' h<'. t 
prospect of r orwiling th<' confiiding inl<'r<' . ts of the two com11mnilic•·. 
Thi . , howr,· r, 11111. hl mad,, dear. Th<' full impl<'mentation of the 
cxp<'rts' pla.n as a. whole depp1uls on rnit ,1 1 lat<'s co ope1·alio11. l hope 
that will I., forthcoming. lf not, we hall have to r con-;icler the po i
tion, particularly as regard the c onomi and finan('ial implications, 
and thi i bound lo affect lhe tempo and xt nt of immigration and 
d<'\·elopm nt. 

TIJ(' e, then, are our propo als. I a. k th indulgence of lh Hou · 
for th fa t that I have had to stick clo ely lo my notes in Lh ir ·um
stance in making thi sp h, because a great cl al of thi speech 
wa , no e. sarily ba ed upon the recommendation of Lhe expert delega
tions, and I ·was xccedingly anxious to be ac lll'al in what I . aid. 
TL would, in any e,· nt, be impracticable lo enter, at this slag , into 
~r at r d tail regarding propo als whi h it i int ncled hall form 
the ha ·i of dis us ion with repre cntati,·e of th Arabs and Jews 
whom we haYe promi cd an opportunity £or con ultation L fore a 
final de ·i ion is reached. 

T comm nd the !)l'0po als £o the Hou e, and I would urge upon 
hoth comm uni tie in the Holy Land to gi•o th m their mo ·t cam st 
con id ra.tion. \Vhilc ot11· con nlLations are pro eeding, I would 
nppeal to all men of g~od will o!'l eithe1· ~idc ~o 7o-oper~te ~iLh the 
C:ovcrnment in uppre mg terrorism and m hrmgrng to JU t1' tho 
r" pon ibl for crime of ,iolcn . L t nothing he aid or don that 
will r nd r it more difficult to rea ·h a final . et l •ment. The world 
i, weary of this sen ·elcs trife of Jew and Arah, and icken cl h~• it 
harbarou incident . It all upon lhem lo end a orclid chapl r or 
hi lory, and join with the ciYili ed nation in building the founclalion 
of a nobl r and happie1· world. Their fri nd • Yerywh re will an. ·iou I:v 
await their· Yerdict. )Iere n gation, howev r, does no good and would 
h parti ularly dangerou and regrettable in a omhu ·lib] situation of 
Lhe kind with which we arc dealing. Thero is a re. pon ibility on hoth 
.row and ~\ rab to be , illing lo sit down a practical p ople to di cu 
tn negotiate and lo talk with a Yi w to r aching a pra ·ti ·able olulion, 
wit,h the xpedition and with the en e of ur enc. which thi • gra, e 
problem d mand . 

:Mr. Oliver Stanley : I think that in thi Ilou o. ha b n 
treated in a rather e. traordinary way. I ~ay " thi. Hon c " and not 
th Oppo ition h au e I think it i a matt r in whi ·h hon. 'M mh rs 
on all ide are int re tecl. For many month no, , incc th nd of 
.\J)ril, many hon. , f mb r have d 1r d a Dehat upon thi ubj L 
W haY p·o tponed that D hat at the cl ir of th (foYernment, rn 

rder not to embarras them. That, I thlnk, mu t have convin ed 
them that the de ir of th Hou when it cam to cl bate th matter 
wa , not to d ha i in a ho·til rontrov I ial J)irit, bu t enabl 
hon .. f mbe on all . id who tak differin~ vi w . whi h do no 
differ nccc sarily according to the aide of th Ilou:e on which they it, 
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to give some expression to their feelings about the problem and its 
solution. It ha been obvious from the Pre s in the last ten days 
that there has been in existence this agreement, document, or what
ever it is called, oI this committee of experts to which the Lord 
P1·esident has referred. 

fy point is thi . I cannot see why it would not ~ve been 
pas ible to have issued to this Hou e in the form of a \ h1te Pap r 
the substance of what the Lord President has told us to-day. Ile has 
given us a very full and very detailed statement. However, it is one 
which is almo t impo sible for anybody immediately to discuss and to 
dissect with any value. Although it has been an intere ting statement, 
it is not a no,·el one. I cannot see that there is any secret m n 
which could not have been divulged last week. TaturalJy, we would 
not have expected the right hon. Gentleman to say before the Debat 
whether His Majesty 's Government or the American Government 
agreed. But if we could have had the substance of this report before, 
it would have enabled us, I am sure, to discuss the matter with much 
greater intelligence, and, I think, with much greater a istance to the 
Government a well. As it is, we must all try to do our best to deal 
with a complicated proposal which we have not previously had the 
O[.>portunitv of seeing. Therefore we can only deal with it on rather 
broad lines, and as a matter of personal impressions. 

Before I come to a di cu ion of the Government's plan, I would 
like to say a few words upon some of the other matters which were 
rai ed by the right hon. Gentleman. He dealt first with the problem 
oI the re ettlement of Jews and other di placed perons elsewhere than 
in Palestine. Of course, we welcome any attempts which can be 
made in that way. We do not believe either that Palestine is the 
only de tination which might provide a happy home for Jews. We 
hope with the right hon. Gentleman that a large number of Jew· 
will , in fact, decide, under better condition , to make their home 
still in the countries in which they have re ided, because we feel that 
during a period of European recon truction the complete abandonment 
of Europe by Jewry, the complete exodus of the Jewi h race from the 
Continent, could only have upon that reconstruction a damaging 
effect. They have much to contribute in the task which lies before 
Europe. 

Mr. Sydney Silverman: Would the right hon. Gentleman compel 
them to stay there ? 

Mr. Stanley: No. but I think the whole House would feel it, a matter 
of regret i f in fact, e,·ery Jew felt that there was no future life for 
him in Europe. 1 have not had an opportunity of studying the actual 
propo al that have been made. At first sight they do not appear very 
n_ovel _wi th one exception, which it might be po sible perhaps for the 
right lion. Gentleman, or somebody else to expand later in the Debate, 
namely, the negotiation for extensive settlement in Brazil and South 
America; that, indeed, would be a new development, and might be 
a very valuable one. The .P.ther point to which the right hon. Gentle
man referred was the letter of General Barker. In view of the fact 
that, as he states, it is a military matter in which the C.I.G.S. is now 
concerned, I want to say little about it, except this. It does not 
require much imagination to realise the strain under which our 
troops in Palestine have been in the last few months, the strain under 
which officers are who have seen their men murdered, under which 
people are who have seen their friends, their subordinates and their 
co-workers killed in a brut-31 manner. It is easy enough for us, 
sitting here in comfort and security, to criticise language which we 
our elves would certainly never use, and to forget thaL the conditions 
undflr which it was used may not have been quite the same. Although 
in those circumstances, in a military officer, nothing, no amount of 
strain, could excuse an irresponsible action, strai11 of that kind may 
well be held to excuse a certain bitterness of words. 

I now wish to say a few words about the question of law and order 
in Palestine. I agree with the right hon. Gentleman, whatever is the 
long-term policy, whatever the long-term solution-if there is one
it will have to depend eventually upon the growth of confidence 
betwe6n the two communities. It is impossible that that confidence 
shou1d e,·er begin, or should ever grow, if it is known that either one 
or both of the communities has not only the will but also the means 
to seek a solution in its own favour by force and not by argument. 
Unfortunately, for the last four years we have seen in Palestine a 
steady deterioriation in the security position. I have seen it myself, 
during my term of office, pas from the lull which there was when I 
first came in, to isolated action on the part of the tern gang, from 
that to biggn scale action by the Irgun Zvai Leumi, at first under 
condition which were carefully arranged to prevent the loss of life, 
and then I have seen that limitation abanooned and life as well as 
property become exposed to danger. All that time the Hagana and 
the Jewish Agency who control them not only stood aside but con
demned those outrages by dissident bodies, and, as the Lord President 
a • , after the murder ow Lord ~loyne, co-operated with th Uo,· rn

ment. 
Unfortunately, it i ' clear that since those days tl1e position has 

changed. \Vhen we last debated this matter on the adjournment., the 
Prime l\1inistet·. speaking for the Government, said that he would 
produce in a ,Vhite Paper eYidence that would implicate both the 
Jewish Agency and the Hagana. m respon iiblity for those outrage , 
and would how that they had co-operated with the other dissident 
bodies which t,hey had condemned before. Having seen the While 
Pap r I regret to hav to say that I find that th e Government' . 
charge is proved. I say I regr t it, because it is a matter of great 
regret that a policy of violence which before wa followed mer ly by 
a small and dis ident minority, hould have received the approval of 
a. body such as the Je vi h gency, which repre ents so very much in 
the whole Jewi::.h community in Pale tine. I feel that the incident 
at the end of October, and the exchange of telegrams in connection 
with that incident wl1ich are publi hed in the Whit Paper show 
quite clearl that, a definit planned outrage was undertaken by 
members of th ,Tewi h Ag nc , and that in that outrage they were 
acting in the clo est co-operation with th Irgun Zvai Leumi and 
with the tern ~roup. 

There is no allegation, and I do not believe that an hon. Member 
will allege, that tho e telegram hav been faked by His Iajesly's 
Go · rnm nt. If tl1ey are not faked. if the are g nuine, as all of 
u b li ve them to be, publi h d a they are on th respon ibilit,y of 
the Governm nt, t my mind th y c~n r no other m aning _than 
that whi h the Governmen have attnbut d to them. In that hght 

I certainlv do not question the action the Government have taken, 
and have · had to lake, to . restore the position, to maintain their 
authority, and to stop, if possib!e, the murderous attacks upon our 
own troops. In iact, the question 1 would as~ them wou~d . be a 
different one namely, why did they not act earher, because it is the 
evidence in the White Paper with reference to October and ovember 
of last year which to me is the conclusive part of the evidence? The 
va1·ious incidents in connection with the radio later on in the year, . 
though thev may confirm the conclusion, add very little to it, and 
I should haYe been as com·ince<l by the earlier evidence as I am con
dnred to-day by the whole paper, of the complicity of the Agency 
and the need for action. ' 

If thi White Paper ha ju, tified action in July, the early part of 
the evidence contained in it would haYe justified action last December, 
and who can say that action taken last December might not have 
been more efficacious than action taken to-day, might not have avoided 
some of the incidents that have occurred, and, by bringing home to 
the Agency in Palestine at any earlier date the horror with which the 
whole world would receive the news of these outrages, and of their 
implication in them, might it not have prevented them from being so 
deeply committed as they ha Ye become to this policy of violence? 
But I echo the appeal made by ihe Lord Pre ident of the Council for 
the co-operation, even now, after all that has passed, of the whole 
Jewi h community Loth in Palestine and m the world at large, in 
endin~ atrocities such as these, which cannot do any good to their 
cau e but which can only alienate the sympathy which up t-0 now has 
been extended to them from all parts of the world. 

I myself believe that the time for merely vetbal denunciations of 
the e outrage is passed, even if they are wholehearted denunciations, 
and they are not always wholehearted. On Monday I came across in 
the Daily T elPgraph a report of a meeting presided over, I think, by 
an hon. !ember of this House, which had been called to denounce 
these crimes, and one of the speakers at that meetin$t was a Mr. 
Locker, a member of the Executive of the Jewish Agency in this 
country, or certainly a man who holds a responsible position. These 
werP i;ome of his words :-

" ,ve abhor crime, but non-Jews and the British people. the 
Briti h Sociali, t Government, hould a. k them elve , ' Is not the 
sin of these misguided criminals also on us? ' " 
I am a critic of the Government, and I shall have something 

to say later about their handling of this situation in the last 
12 months. but to suggest that, say,· the Foreign Secretary or 
the olonial Secretary share the sin of -the criminals who placed 
the bombs in the King David Hotel is, to my mind monstrous. 
And what effects can such statements have on the people !or 
whom they were presumably intended? The object of that 
meeting was to express the horror and abhorrence of the Jews of this 
country at the action taken by their morP violent compatriots in 
Palestine, but when those compatriots read a speech of tha.t kind, 
do they read into it condemnation or do they read into it con
donation? I hope that we shall have not only wholehearted 
denun iation by th whole community of the outrages, which they 
must regret, but that we shall also have real and definite co
operation in bringing to book the participants in this particular 
culminating outrage and thereby have afforded to us a proof that the 
JPwish communitv as a whole reject thosl'½ methods, and will have 
nothing to ,do with the criminal . 

To-day, for the first time for 12 months, we have some idea ·of 
the Go~ernment's long-term policy in Palestine. Twelve months ha! 
been a long time to wait. \Vho would have believed, after hearing 
some of the declarations given during the Election, that we should 
have to wait 12 months for a declaration of policy? Who would have 
thought that the ~vorld would have to -~ait _ 12 m_onths: ~nyone read
ing those declarations would have been Justified m behevmg that they 
were made by people who had made up their minds, who knew what 
they ,vere going to do if as a result of those <leclarations, they were 
returned to power, and who were in a position immedjately to 
announce their deci ion. The fact that the were made by right hon. 
Gentlemen who were not in Opposition but in the Government, who 
must have been presumed to know the difficulties and reactions, and 
who must have been presumed to have discounted th~m in advance, 
must have strengthened the belie~ that t~e. 11eople who made th?se 
pled~es in June, 1945. would be m a position to announce a policy 
earlier than July, 1946. 

Now of cour e, having to speak immediately after t}le announce
ment ~f thi policy, I am. as I fhink other hon. Members will be, 
in some difficulty I confe s I }:lad expected that we _should sp~nd 
most of our time discussinu; the Report of the Anglo-American Palestme 
C'ommitt e. But as I understanrt from the Lord President s statement 
today. tha1t Rep~rt is dead. although, it is only fair t? say it has 
been buried with the very highest honour . The Committee ~e~~ _12 
very distinguished people, people who had a great man~' respons bihhes 
of their own. and a great deal of valuable work to do. They were, 
however. called bv the two GoYernments to this service and tthey 
c:ame, they saw-and it appears now that they have vanished .. I have 
mv own opinion upon their Report, and I propose to deal with that 
later• but I do f el tthat the treatment to whi h this Commi sion has 
been 'subjected-in fact. the whole history of its appo·ntment and the 
reception of its Report-is rather extraordinary. 

The solution which the right hon. Gentleman has read out to us 
now wa in the Colonial Office la t autumn. The discussion of these 
experts could have started la t opt.ember. \Ve could have got as far 
as we are today la t November· and the policy, which we can only 
hope now will be implemented in the next two or three month . mi~ht 
have been in force at the end of the year. Instead of that, everythmg 
has b en at a standstill for a Report of a Commission. which. as soon 
as it is received, is abandoned. There is in the Commission's whole 
report only one definite staltement without any r servaf on, provision 
or condition, and that is the condemnation of partition. I do not know 
-perhaps, the riizh hon. Gentleman would tell us-whether the par
ticular s heme which is lthe basi of the Lord President's statement 
today was submitted to that Commission in cv·dence, and forms the 
basis of the rejection. It do s r ally seem that the result of the self
sacrificing labours of those gentlemen ha merely been to postpone 
a solution for numb r of month at a time when a d cision is im
peratively ur~ent. And then, wh n the solution is arrived at, :t is an 
entirely different one. 
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But the point I am making is that lhes propo al , lo which w arc 
listening now, were not the propo I of the ~\.nglo-Am rican omm1 -
sion, and in fa t, were r jected by them. I am glad that th Govern
ment have taken that d ·ision. 1 did not think lhat the pl'Opo al 0£ 
the Commission did , in fact, offer an. permanent olution to th 
Pale tine problem. Their Report, of cour , wa in th natur of a 
compromi e. That it was bound to be. I hav no complaint of that, 
becau e any solution in Pale tine must be in the nature of a compromi . 
But, frankly, it stru k me a not a Yery good compromise a ompromi ·e 
in which one side got all the action and the other ide ju t got the woL·d. 

The main fundamental o the Hi>port are th entry o 100,000 Jt·ws 
immediately into Palestine, and a declaration that neither J w nor 
Arab is to dom·nate the tate. \Veil, of course, if on ha to choo e 
bt;tween the two, there is considerably more value in the a l of lh 
administration of 100,000 Jews which, once done, cannot ever bo 
1·epealed, than in a mere statement that a certain situation may ncY r 
be allowed-a statement which may, in time, be alt red, as !>imilar 
slaltements about l?alestine have been altered :n the past. The result 
has been that the Arabs have eemed lo dete t in the C'ommis. ion's 
Report a complete acceptance of the Jewish ca e, whereas, on tho 
other hand, the Jews have se n in the words whi h are suppo d to be, 
and should be, a reassurance to 1the Arabs, somelhino- which they n d 
not accept, and have not accepted, but which they can wait to rcvcr.·e 
when the time is more propitious. I did feel that the m re introdu lion 
of th·s Repo1'.t would settle nothing; that it wonld, of cours , produce 
a violent reaction immediately; and that, violent Arab r action would 
barely die away, before new demands would be made, and n w violen c 
created. • 

or, frankly, do I think we are any nearer a solution by going to the 
other end of the scale; by t1·ying, mstead of ace pting tthe R porL of 
the Anglo-American Commis ion, to go back to Lhe full implementat· on 
of the White Paper. I know there arc some who think that thait is 
correct policy; I myself cannot agree. I agr ed to the White Paper 
in 1939, but I-and I think many others would agree with me-at tha,t 
time had certain hopes, which have in e b en shown to be incapabl of 
fulfilment. \Ve thought that the White Paper m.'ght provid a p riod 
of cessation in immigraltion; and that, during that time, tempers might 
fall, accommodations might begin, and an exp riment of government, 
which was also an integral part of the \ hite Pap r, might, have , omo 
effect in br·nging Jew and Arab tog lher, and that, therefore, that 
provision, 1that there should be no further immigration without, the 
acquiescence of the Arabs, was not an empty one but might, in time, 
be fruitful of good. o one can now b lieve that, at the pr nt 
moment, those hopes have been fulfilled. It has been impossible, owing 
to circumstances, even to start on the experiment of self-governm nt. 
Jews and Arabs are further apart, much further apart, than they wcre • 
:n 1939, and it is idle to believe that one can hope to look, ac ording 
to the White Paper policy, to 1the acquiescence of the Arabs in J ewi ·h 
immigration into Palestine. 

That being so, I do not believe that this solution, eiUier, will bring 
any permanent hope to that cou~try. Can we really leave 600,000 Jews 
as a permanent mino11°ty in an Arab State? I do noL believe anyone 
could contemplate doing that, and still be faithful to the pledges thait 
we have given. Certainly, we could not contemplate doi!)g that with
out bloodshed on a terrible scale. H 1that is not so, if immigration is 
to stop and the number is always to be fixed as it is now, and there :s 
to be no A_rab State in accordance with the Arab majority, what is 
the alternative before us? If rthis country has forever to rule Pal tine 
as a ~ort of police State, anc~ is able to hold out no hope to two pro
gressive _peoples-make no mistake that the Arabs today are becoming 
progressive as well-of ever really having any effective say rn the 
government of he country in which they live, I do not b lieve that that 
is a pro pect which this country can look forward to with any b lief 
that we shall be able to carry it through to the encl. 

I and many others have, over the last two or three vears, been forced 
to consider whether the dreams w·th which people started this great 
experim~nt in Palestine-it is now nearly 30 ears ago since the Balfom 
Declaration-may not have been proved incapable of attainment. The 
dreams which everyone had-all 1.he objective and neutral people-was 
of a Palestine in which Jew and Arab would settle down together, 
would be members together of a Palestinian tate, where they would 
be able to rule them elves, and not desire to rule each other, and 
where the d'vision between political parties and political thought would 
not be. purely on racial and religious grounds, but on ground of 
economic and social interest. For many years, in pursuit of these 
dre:ims, various solutions have been propo ed for Palestine, and various 
actions have been taken. Every lime the dream has proved further 
away from realisation than ever before. I wonder whether the time 

- has not come to say to ourselYes that we are deluding our elves :r 
we really believe there is any prospect, in any period which politicians 
or statesmen can con ider, of an outcome of that kind in Palestine. 
The Peel 9ommission warned us of it in their Report. They warned us 
of someth ng else-a prophecy quite apart from the state of things as 
they found it then. They said : -

" The estran1?ing force of conditions in ide Palestine is growin~ 
year by year. The educational systems, Arab and Jewish, are schools 
of nationalism and they have only exi ted for a sl1ort time. Their 
full effect on the ris· ng generations has yet to be £el t." 

That, I think, was a true prophecy. Year by year we have een the 
nationalistic feeling growin~. \Ve have seen tthis gulf widen, and I am 
forced back on the conviction that it is idle any longer to ha e our 
attempts to solve this problem on the belief that in any reasonablt> 
period of ti'me these ttwo people can ever come together in the way in 
which the English, Welsh and Scottish peoples h:we come together in 
this country, and themselve share the Government ,of a unitary late. 
For that reason, when I wa at the Colonial Office I gave a consider
able amount of time to trying to work out ome s heme of partition. 
All of us with any interest in this problem are famil'ar with the Peel 
Report, and we are familiar with the theoretical ca e for partition. 

To one pretends that partition is an ideal solution, but because it is not 
th "deal solution, it does not mean that it may not be the onJ.,, 
solution. 

The difficulties of partition are obvious. To take a small coun~ry, 
divide it, and then et up no le than three Governmental machme 
is uneconomic. It i wasteful, it is extrava~ant, and it leave all 
kind-s of common problems, such as communications Custom , and 

so on, to difficult arrang m nt. ~\.nyone ·an e at once the technical 
prnctical <lifficultie in th way of partition, but if you an solve 
th e pt blems, then the advantage ar very real. 1t g1v s both 
Jt'I\ and Arab one gr at advanta •e. 'l'o the ,Tews it, giv s a!1 area 
in which th y can ha\'e a lif of th ir own, gov rn •d. by t_hmr own 
1p ople in lh • int r .-t of their own peopl . It will _g1~0 th !'1 
control of immigration into their own lat , hnul_ d _rn 
numb r onl • by th •ir own cl cision a lo till' ·onom1c hfo 
which thcy c-:pi give to the peopl coming th r . l t is true _tha. tho 

tale th y woulu have would be mailer than th. tale ~, Inch th y 
ha\'e d • ir cl in th pa t. I e that ome l admg J w1. h spo~e -
m n in .\merica talked about lhi . as bringing the Jnvs back rn_lo 
the ghetto, but that, kind of exaggt·rat cl arg~iment r ally t~ f als 1ls 
own nck It i a . mall<•r lat<', but I thmk Lha the 11nporlant 
future function of the Jew. in Pal •:line is not agricultural hu indu~
trial. l know that the right, hon. ,enll man can go through all his 
n ual contortion·, but l am upporl <l in that belid hy the H port 
of the .\11gl -.\meriean ommi .. ion _and hy _the fact. _that_ 85 Jll'r nt. 
o[ the J ,... i h community in Palest111c do, m _ fal'l, l~n 111 the t wns. 
If it is t h , as 1 b 1i ,·e it is to b ·, an 1n lustr1al economy, t)rnn 
the m r . ize o[ land do s not malt r ncarly so much. I t erlarnly 
lloc no malt r n arl . o murh a: th fri ndlincs ' of t hc natural 
markct upon whidi their industry might hav to dcpend. . . 

For th Arab it off rs one r al ach·antagc. Thc 1\rab t rnlory rn 
Pale. tine, if joined, as it migl1 bc, with T1:an jor<lania: wo~11<l make 
a olid ov rci m ,'late. .\s . uch a . onrc1g11 tale, 1t nught well 
ht.com part fa grc.ter 1\rab fo<l ration in the future . They would 
have within that , tat , compl le pow r to pr vent any further ncroach
men of th Jew , and no longer would tl1cy l1a,c to fc 1_ tha_t th_o 
onlv barrier which . land b lwecn th m and furtlte~· ,J WI ·h 1mm1-
gration inlo their own area, i • a )f3:ndalory P wer wh1rh may hc sub
j ct to political vr !-sure from outs1dr. 1 haw of~en becn ask~d by 
tho ,who support the r, b casc, whclh r th d1sadvanlagc 1 not 
this : That partition mi Yht . cur t~vo ~r t~re yca_rs of J) ac , but 
during that time th Jew w_ould brmg 11n_m1granls 111 lar_g nur!1bers 
inlo tlwir own ar a and fill 1t Lo ovedlow1ng, and lhen 11nmech:1-t. ly 
begin pr -. ing for lbow ro m outsid , and th clemand for liv111g 
spa.ce would b h ard one more. . . 

fy an w r always ha ' b n thal unclcr y:u llt1on thcre would• 
a iundamental differ nee. • u ·h pr ~- urn 1ll fuLm e, would no~ bo 
pr .sure hetwe n two commu niti . , both _s1!bjc•cl lo ~ur authonly~ 
perfe Uy I gitimat pr s uro upon th political a.uthcmly-h_ cau. JII 
the n w circum lances it won lei b pr ssur by on i;ov I Clh'll , tat 
upon another, and any en roacl1m nt would l> • an ncroaclnnenl by 

. on sovereign , tat upon th other. It ~vould not b mer ly a mat.Ler 
for <li. u ,;ion in Parlia.menL on the 'olonial Office V te, hut woulcl 
all inlo qucslion not only lhe treati s ~indct' which_ we would naturally 

guarantee the frontier , ancl lh t~ atie with winch any oth r great 
Power mi ht. be prepared to enlct' mto as_ a gu~r3:nlor, but would a.lso 
call in o play all th ma hinery of t.he l mted at10!1s-

It would b a definit in fringem nt of th , 0Yere1gnly o[ on Power 
l:>y another, an infringemcnt w~ich qui~e clearly _mi~ht lead to war, 
and one therefore which the mt d l al1ons orgamsaL1on would expect 
to deal ~th, and 'where their po.w r would jnevit.a.bly l1ave to be given 
to the protcction of tJie Arab tate. 

We have l1eard to-day the Government's scheme. As I under
stand it. it i not, that form of partition which was r comm nd d by 
the Peel ommission in hapter 20 of tho Report, but th t form 
of ,partition which wa r j ct d by th Peel Commission in hapt-e~ 21 
under the name of cantonisation, although it is now c[~ll d fr<lerabon. 
During my tim , some work ~va. do~e at the Coloma! O!fice on a 
scheme of this kind as an allernat1ve, rn case the final d finite • heme 
of ,partition, for som r•a n or olh r, prov _d una plable. I always 
regard d thi cheme as a econcl best. It 1 , at any :rate, som step 
towards cantoni ation, towards giving som • parat hfe to ,Jew and 
Arab, but it is far from going the whole way. 

:Mr. s. Silverman : ould he tell the Hou e wheth r, in the scheme 
which he says he thought or when he was Colonial ccretary-~he 
partiLion schem any power was r served to a. non-Arab, non-Jewish 
"entral Government? 

Mr. Stanley : ' one at all. Th Jewish part and the Arab paTt_ in 
conjunction po sihly, with another Arab country b come . 5?Verc1gn 
States. There might be lr aty right between us as lhe ad~m1st.ralors 
of the Jerusalem enclave; but they would both be sover 1gn • tales. 
\V as admini trator' 01 the Jerusa.l m enclave, would have treaty 
ri~l~t , but would not be responsible--

Mr. H. Morrison: I wonder why when the Rt. Ilon_. Gentleman 
is accusing us of indecision and delay, lie did not carry this l-hrough. 

Mr. Stanley : The right hon. Gentleman. ½nows perfectly well that 
it was the unanimou decision that the C-Oahtton Gov . rnr~ nt ~xpre. • <i 
to this House and to both Jews and Arabs tha.t·noth_ing 11:1 1.lns matter 
should be done until the end of the war. I se 111 th1 • • ·h me of 
federation certain ver,y obvious advantag s over _th s~l1 m . f f~ill 
partition. It rem_ov s a great many of tl1~ t~cnmcal d1fficu1l~ s w_ilh 
regard to such thrng' a C'~stom., co~1~1:1n1c~bon and tra_tcgic n c • 
ilies-many of the thing m which d1Y1s1on 1. extremely difficult, but, 

under this scheme, they are still kept tog th r and th refore th_o 
difficulties are a\'oided. rtainly, I for one, w_hen T ha":e l1a~ time 
fo consider the scheme, hall hop to be onvmce~l. by 1l. 'Io !11Y 
mind, it certainly goes some w;ay to~ard. : cogm, mg thc :1< epmg 
of two compartment . It present er~am obv1ou advanta~e 1_n tech
nical matters but it ha on serious d1sadva.nt.age. It a.nno g1v an 
sense of finaiity. It doe not give overei_i,;nty to ~h e t ~o I at • 
It retain for the federal Governm nt c rtam authonly, w~u h. I h~ve 
not yct ha<l time to Ludy. .As I gat)ier, on th_ whole, 1mm1grabon 
would bo in the hand of Lh two provmces, but m the la. t re ort, the 
central authority might have to come in. Th nlr~l ~u hority would 
be re ponsible for law a~d o:<l r,_ althou~h th~ -provm ·ial governrn nt 
would b xe ponsibl for 1mm1gral1on, wh1 h n11ght w ll b and u ually 
is, the cau e of any brea h of law and ord r. . 

I am not myself convinc d, and I cannot at the mom nt e~actly 
how that division of authority is to work, and wh ther ther~ 1 not 
a dang r that w might appear to t'hc .world to h r_ pon 1bl for 
omething over which we have no control. I hope tha. m any further 

consultation with th Am rican , and with the Arabs and the J w11, 
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it might be eon idered whether, jf all mind · are moving towan.h1 
partition- all mind moYinc, toward ' the abandoum nt of a unitary 
'tate- it might not be to achantac,e to take th bolder, rather than 
the more l'autiou , step; and whether, in fact, it would not be more in 
accordanl'e with the faet of the problem and th de ir s of all those 
l'0nc rned to go strai"ht to i:-ome form of partition, rather than take 
lhc intermediate tep, which, as the right hon. Gentleman quite 
prop rly aid mi ht well, in time, lead it elf to the full partition. 

A the riuh t hon. entlemau has told us,. thi policy still await 
the agr ement of _\.merica. Cntil that i recei,·ed, lrn can make no 
definit statement on b half of His Iaje ty' GoYernment. I think 
we all reali e the imrnen e importance of gelling . \.merican agreem nt 
upon a pol icy. I do not ay upon any polic:y, or upon a policy which 
we our elves would not feel wa fair , nd ju t. But I, quite franklv, 
ay that, I am prepar d t ac:cept a policy which is not xactly the one 

which I houl<l eon i<ler best, if the othet· enabled us to go forward, 
tep by tep and hand in hand, with .Amet·iea. Therefore, all of u 

on this !>ide of th Hou mu t expre the hop that we hall b able 
in the futur to cl al with thi problem in agr ement with _•unerica; 
and, aborn all we mu t expre s the hope that whatev r is neces ary 
t cnabl the e policie to go forward , will b done oon. I reco ni e 
the difficul t ie of int rna t ional negotiation in which, quite rightly the 
agr emenl of anothe~· _I>owcr i de iTed. _ But time ha bPen goiDg on 
~empers harn b en n rng,. and the_ 1tua t1011 day by day has been grow
mg ten er; and the solut10ns wluch are possible today may tomorrow 
or next, week ·ome impo ible. • 

Captain Delargy: I want to make r feren • to one point, which is 
not u ual_ly _rai ed i~ thi Ilo~se when Pale tine is dcbatecl, probabl , 
bec.:au e 1t 1 a ubJ e~ t- th~t_ 1s rather di ag1 able-the <langer of a 
fre:,.h ou tburst of anti - eu11t1 111. not merely in Pale ' tin among th 
;hab _bu t here ancl e,·c1·ywhere. It i a danger whieh doe exi t and 
1 part1 c:ularly aeut aft r . tl~ recent explo ion in J em alem. -o good 
vhateYer ca_n com from h1dmg the fact '.1nd pretending that the danger 

doe not exist. HoweYer trongly and smcerely the Jewish leacler and 
people d~plore a!1d c_onclemn ~he recent outrages in Palestine, neverthele s 
there i-;till r_ei!1arn m the nunds of many people a suspicion, and more 
than a u ~1c1on, . ~at the_ e outrages ha Ye some connection at least with 
~he extr _nn t political att itude of some Jew here. and more particularlv 
rn Amer1 ea. lncleed , the Yery fact that the e ad s were eommitt cl b,• 
,Tew makes them appear to ome people e\' n more ho king than if 
th~~· had heen committed by other people implv becau e there doe 
ex1 ·t a latent and potential h tility to the 'Jews. • 

Mr. Cleme~t Davies : We are· meeting today at a ad and 
most depre mg moment. Xot, only haYc we been deeply 
ho~ked bv the mur?e1· . the ineicu able act· of terrori m • 

wluch. ha Ye been comn!1tt t1 rec. ntly in Pale tine, but th re i 
~t tlus moment a tram1:d feelmg b_etwe n the people of thi 
wui!try and th.e great Jew1 h race, wluch is an ven sadder thou ht. 
I wt h all Jewish _p~ople \\·ould recall how much the Uriti h Go\' rn
ment and ~he Br1t1sh p ople have endea,·oured to as i t them over 
the g nerabons. We not only opened our horc to them, but opened 
e\·ery o~ce to them. I know o[ no other country where a memb r o[ 
th~ Jew1~h. race became the occupier of our mos·t cherished position
Prime ii1m ter. ,Tews haYe occupied the highe t position in Jaw aud 
on the Bench and .we are under a deep debt of gratitude t.o them for 
all th_ey Jia,·e done m art , culture and science, and for what they have 
contributed to the well-being of the world. 

I my elf probably ha:·e ~ close~· sympathv with them, becau e I 
belong to a small and nnnont. nation. In our younger davs, in our 
close adherence to_ our unday sch_ool I expect that we ·people of 
\Vales knew the _ lustory of U_1e Jewish race b tte1· than we know our 
own. o, there 1s naturally 1mbedded in us a deep debt of graiitudo 
for the g_reat part. t~iat they haYe played. not only in the pl1ilosophy 
but al o m the religion o the world. It is, th refore, a sad moment 
for me that, there should b any breach of the good under tanding 
there ha be~n between the. Government and peoples of thi countrv 
a~d. the J ew1 h race. • T othmg that anyone ean say can in any way 
nuhgate the hor~qr of or les en the condemnation for, the acts that 
haYe been c:~mumtte~ recently by young ma •be old, bnt at any rate 
thoroughly u:respons1ble members of the Jewi h race. But, at the 
same t~e, without c?ndoning those acts one cannot but have regard 
to cel'tam event which ha Ye happened._ . rhis country was the first 
to ~ugg ~t that there should be a pos 1b1ht,y of a Jewi h return to 
then· anc1en~ hon~e of 1P~l stine. J my elf have had no doubt what. 
eyer,. ever smce 1t was 1s ued, of the meaning that I attached to the 
wordmg o[ the Balfour D claration. We all know that those words 
were mo' t .~arefully cho en. They appeared above the name of on of 
th~ !llO t !10no_ured statesmen that_ tl11s ountry has ever had, a Prime 
• Iim ter m h1 day and a Foreign cretary under a coalition. It 
neve_r occu1T~d ~o me, at any rate, tl1at the word " home " could be 
apph~d to lo~gmg . I thought that it meant a place whne the 
occup10r wa m charge-

Mr. S. S~lverman : And with the key of the door. 
Hr. Da_v1es: I ne,·er thoug_ht that any other con tru tion could he 

put upon 1~ except tho one wluch I haYe ugge ted. for over, there i 
not th. hghte t_ doubt that ihat wa lhe on truction that was put, 
upon 1~ whe~ d1 pu_tcs aro. e. _and ti~ matter wa again discu d in 
1~22. That 1 the !ht rpr tation wluch ha be n put upon it by the 
!'1ght lion._ entl lllan ~h f mb r for ,voodford (:\-fr. hurchill), who 
1s. r pon ·1ble for_ drafting the Declaration of 1922. ~\ n w hope wa 
g1Y~n to the J w1 h people, a n~w hop of r turning to th land with 
which ti! Y wer o clo ely a oc1ated by t_h ir r ligion. \Vith our h Jp 
and as 1 lance they haYe gone ha k until toda •, th y number o, er 
6vO 000: . ?,'hey mu t al_· o remember that we took upon our h· the 
r pon ·1b1hty 0£ protcctmg th m and that w did it when the nited 
tat . of America wa r fu ing to do it. h had th opportunity 

and the r quest was mad to her before we und rtook to <lo it ,, 
und rtook to do i not only on our own b hall but on h half· of all 
th nit ~ • ·~tion , hi ·h arc _at pr nt in l'ai-i to ign th p a • 
TrPaty win ch I uppo • d to bnng p a· on arth. 
. '':e h I_d the , fandate und r international law, and the hop tha w 
111 till d m th~ Jew ·. wa a gr at hop_. I h ". nothing hut, admiration 
for th way 111 winch our people 111 Pal tm , ·ommi ion r hit 
·er,·ant , polic and army, ha • arri d out their diffi •ul duti 
during the whole of th p riod. Th y haY ondu ·led lh m h· wi h 
toleran und r an<linp; and patienc . But he ;°', nun n of thi 
country, from tha 1111 on. haYe not n , ithou blam . Hop 
deferr d ·ertainly maketh th heart -i k. Thor omparatiY qui 
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until 1929, but then, unfortunately, outbreaks oecurred r?m time to 
time for which Loth the Jews and the Arabs were re pon 1ble. 

Then w came to the p riod 1937, 1938 and 1939, to_ tl_ie P 1 'om
mi ion and their Report. A the ,voodhcad Conum 1011 promptly 
found out partition, such as was sugicsted by the Peel om
mi ion, wa not possible. The ugge t1_on that, was put forward 
was one that really could not be carried out. ,vhat happ ncd? 
Tber wa the unilat ral is ue b,v the GoYernment l,: t:iis ountry of 
a " Thite Paper which brought di appointment and di illu ionment to 
.Jews the world over. Tnfortunately, I was unable to catch ~Tr. p aker's 
eye on that o ca ion, but, as far a I could, 1 r gi tered my prot L 
again t that White Paper in the Lobby. I shall neYer forget tho 
powerful speech made nt that time by the right hon. !ember for 
Woodford. I only wi h that he had had the ourage to come into 
the same Lobby with u to regi ter his objection. 

AfM?r that period of di . appointment an<l di illnsionmont came the 
period of the war. The ~I 111ber of the pre. cnL Go\' rnment- who at 
that time had not beeome the Go\'ernrncn in .June, 1945, while we 
wt>re till a waiting the d ci ion not only con<lemned the White Paper 
but went further and gay to the word of tl1e Balfour Declaration 
the definition that I my elf haYo giYen-that " home ' meant, ev ntu
ally, control of affaii within that home, win ch meant a Jewi h tale. 
That was in .June, J945. The C:O\·ernment came into power a month 
laLer, and not a word was then aid; now they say, '' ,ve are in power 
a n<l w propo e to undertake the following measures with regard to 
L'alestine." 

If there i a minority feeling itself helpless at any time, lo ing it 
optimi m, undoubtedly some of the hotheads ,vill leave rea on and 
re orL to terrortsm and underground moYements. The hope of a 
111inoriLy i that the power of its own rea oning will ucceed. Unfor
tunat Iv no hope came from the Qoyernment at that time. EYery 
one of ii welcomed. how Yer the effort they made to bring in America· 
we welcomed the fact that .\merica came in, and that the .. \nglo
. merican Commi sion was formed and set about it work. ,vhen 
that Commission reported one expected that, at an,v rate there would 
be a de faration somewha.L similar to that which had been made today 
on the line that the Go\'Crnment of this country, for their part, would 
do certain thing~; but unfortunately all that was said was .that th_e 
Go,-ernment would onsult with .. \merica and would do nothmg until 
they had carried out tho e consultations- again deferring hope about 
what might happen. . 

There wa , then, a peech which, to my mind, would haYe been 
better undeliYered. 'l'he words that were used by the Foreign ecrctary 
at the Bournemouth onference were unworthy of the occasion and 
of the :E'orcign ecretary, and would have been better not uttered. 
[Ro. . }.!EMBER : " "hy ?"] They were in ultinu to the J wi h 
people and it i not wise to insult anybody, till le s. a Jew. - ~ Yer 
sneer at anybody. I was glad to hear the Lord Pre 1dent today, on 
behalf of the Government, dissociate the GoYernment from a sneer 
that appe red in another communication. I haYe every sympathy with 
the people in Pale. tine who are aL pre ent respon ible for the main
tenance of la, and order. One can well understand that they are 
deeply moved ~t the moment, b~1t that doc not jt~stify anyone in 
u ing word which have only a stmg and a sneer behmd them. I am 
glad the Go\ rnm nt haYe di ociated th mselves from that. 

There ha been a yacillating policy for a great number of year . "Te 
are faced now with a new situation. I only wi h that the Government 
had giYen us a. longer opportunity of con ideriug a documei:it 
which i to settle the fate of at lea~t 600,000 Jew pre ent now m 
Palestine, and 1,000 000 _\.rah , and i worthy of longer and qmeter con-
ideration than a rapid reading from the ove.rnment Front. Bench. 

It put each one of u under a di ad,·antage. "hat we want _1 peace 
. in our time for all peoples. The Jew for 2,000 years and m very 
eountry haYe uffer d. Th Jewish problem. ha been a problem 
for veryone and for every Government throughout those 2,000 year~. 

-o people ha,·e ever , uffered a these peopl have suffered, no peopl 
have had one-Lhird of their number exterminated in five years as they 
have. It i tim all the peoples and government of the world, got 
together to put forward a ~olution which will put an end to all this 
misery, agony. and murder through which th e people have pa. ~ed 
during generation after gen ralion: I d_o not know whethe~ the ~lut1on 
which has been pre ent d now will brmg peace for th~ tu~e bemg; .I 
hope . incerely that it doe , but at the best I 1:-hould 1mag111e that 1t 
would be only a Yery hort term policy. Th be t part of it that I 
h ard was that the door of Pale:<tine are to be opened again and opened 
immediately to those J ws in Europe who have uffered o much and 
de ir lo go. ne real ii: . that there are th two problems concerning 
the uffering J wish people who till urvive after all the horrors, and 
who are in Europe. I agree that a many of them a de ire to remain 
in those countrie wher they were born and brought up . hould be 
encouraged to do so. They add to the prop r wealth of the p oplc 
among$t whom they are. I agree also that it might not be po !!ibl to 
accommodat them all under one late, but, at any rat the hope that 
wa given them in 1917 . houlcl not b clo. ed down upon them in 1946. 
Tho:,: gate . hould be op ned again. ,vh ther the r t, of the propo al 
will bring th benefit whi h ha\'e been uggested, I do not know; 
one need further time and a further inquiry. 

fay I 1>nd with thi comment? A I haY said, thi has been a 
probl m which ha worried every country over a long period. t one 
mom n a ountry op lb it ate, , and th next thing. in another 
generation. we hear that it ha clo, ed tho e gate and that there i,· 
a pogrom there and murder and , laughter. The problem of Pal line 
i not D Jewish problem alone, it i not mer ly an Arab problem, and it 
certainly i not merel. a. Briti, h l roblern; it i a problem whi h on
cern Hery country in th world, and I would a,k thi GoYernment t 
bring the matter urg ntly b for the nited ration now sitting. Let 
them put forward their 1mgge tions for <l aling with thi , bringing in 
th .\rah a w 11 and aying to him " If you will h lp u with regard 
to thL, i th re anvthing we, the re, t of the world, can do to show our 
gratitude to you for coming in to h lp u to i-ettl thi long problem 
that has la. led for two mill nnium ? ' IL i in that . pirit that I would 
approach thi matter. not r proa hing anyon any further but looking 
forward to a new futm and a n w hop for th s amazing peopl 
whPr YPr th v mav be. 

Kr. G. Lang: ~- ith r in thi. Parliam nt nor in any oth r durin11: 
th tim that I ha Ye at h r have I ri n with a great pr n, e of 
an. ·iety and re, ponsibility than I do now, to , a,v i1omething in thi 
<lebat . Th re ar thin hi h . hould be sai<l a11cl whi h must b . 
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. .1iJ, Lut, nouody would 1le ire, I think, o arld in any way to th 
difficultie of th pi :- nt. . ituation, ithe1 here in thi' Hou. with 
Hi· faj t:v·s Uov rnm nt, or in J>ale.stine it· •If. 

Wh n J\fr. (.'. Da,·i wa!> ,..,waking, I f It that hl' m:111'- a , l'l'V 
i111porta.nt poin whi h I 11 ulu like to 1eill'rale al one-, wh1•11 lw . pok~· 
o the di:-tinguish l p .·i tion 'h ld and •n•a t Prvin•. n•11dl•n·d 
lo the • mmunity in whil'h we )iv uy 111 111ber of tlw ,Jl'wi h rar1•. I 
go a , tep flll:th •1· than that and say that it i. tho,- in. tanl' whil'h 
make m' r ·th e how mu ·h the wh l worl1l ha. lo. l hv not ha Yin, in 
tt la. t c nturi :-, the focal l oint o[ thi cultur in th ·.) wi It ~ati1;11al 
Home it:- If, to be dire ·t d one aqain to the wol'lcl a it wa. lhou,-.and: 
of. y ar ago. These out. ta1Hling ca::e are indirati,• of th g m•ral 
thmg, and who can ay what gr<'al geniu and what powl•rful rnntriln1-
tioru to our t'i,·ili,-.ation han~ he<'n mt ,-ho1t in th<' appalli11ir ,·a111ag1• 
to which the hon. and learned Gentleman o flelinglv and o l•loquc11tlv 
r [erred? • • 

The lol". in numb<'r; i awful lo think about. thr :-Uffl•I ing i. incl(,,.. ·i-ih
able, and t 1e Jo,..s to the culture of the worl1l i<1, T helievc. intaknlahh,. 
The time ha. c mo wh n we in lhi Hon. e mu,-t . av drarlv not only 
that ju._tice must !le done lo th J w., hut lha l11e e out;nµ;<'. mu.·l 
not agam b poi<,-1ble. Ther h, :-1 ne,1'1 Ii en h forl', and thPni "ill 
ne,·e1 be again, qui le uch an opportunil y for thi Hou:e to ri. lo all 
its po. ihilitit:", and mak it an adu;1Jity that al long la t, lht•~t• 
. uff ring people r turn to their own homr. • 

If I mav . ay ·o with great r . pect lo lhe right hon. ! ntlc111an 
C\fr. , tanley) who J ok with great care and rnodei-alion, ] think th<' 
epLod of G neral n, rker's lellrr wa" pa. t•d ov r much loo Ii Yhth·. 
T will not do merely to talk about lhe intolerahle condition. uncl; r 
which officer and men ar acting. I agn' ahouL that, ancl gr all,\· 
regret what ha. happ nc1l, and we , ll eonclPrnn with horror and 
ernphasi,; th outr, lhat ha" lakrn pla,·P: I am 1·Pllainlv fully 
awar of the work w!1ich the Tiriti h ,..o}dier ha; l~ do m all 1>arts of 
th world. Even while I . p ak and plead for Ju.·tir and lhe ,T wi h 
. Tational Home, I fr 1 inrlinecl t ,-ny al on,·P. "For rn rn 's akt•. ]pt 
our own counhy' .. oldier return from th ir lt,\ill,! tri,-k iii J11<l011l',ia. 
,re ce, and God know. where." I am not i,ati . fir<l tha there ha. 

alway been the con icl •ra.lion for th Tiriti h .-nldi<'r that th re ought 
to be, at home a. w 11 a , hroad, hut it will not do 1111•n•lv to . av thnl
letter .. uch a,.. G neral TI. rkl•r's w I written 1111,l!'r g1<':tt .-train. Tf 
w~ are t-0 haY~ t~e viciou. cir ·le of intolrrahlr l'irc·umstanrr.:; pr0<lnl'ing 
wick cl ancl crnnmal acl., and then tho~e wi1 ·k d ancl niminnl :irts :in' 
u~e_d a. a art of excu. or rl'a. Oil for rnnlinuing lhr intoh•rahle ron
d1tion., w . hall n \"er grt anywhere at, all. Tf a thing ras right a 
month ago, tho mer fact, that .ome proph• ha, e commit It'd (l'i111inal 
act: between ~h_e~ and now. doe,. not rnakr it wrong 110w, and a , ·nr 
gram re pondu1hty must lie upon Lho e per. on. who have now hall 
for a -~onsi<lcrahle. time the unanimou. report of lhr _\11 ,Jo \mrri<'an 
Committee of Inqmry and !?ave 1_1ot_ artl'cl _upon it. .\rp w1• again roin~ 
t ,ec the Report. of the ( ommr • 10n wh1l.'h wa · ,rt up lnu,hNl a ... id1• 
for ano~h.er com~1tl e £ exp rl·? That i_ what T und r. tall(l to 1,1, 
the po. 1bon hurn lly outlinell to this lloti--e thi. , rt rnoon. It will 
not do and I wi h to regi ter as emphatic a. prote t aLout that a.· I can. 

~.ray I now turn for one mom nt lo llii:-1 h•t lrr of (;rnrral Hark •r's? 
It 1s one of the misfortune, of lhi:; ,o,· rn111cnl-a111l T do not know 
wh?m to blame for it-that it., henefic nt activiti . and it. g nrral 
polrcy are very largely ham,-.tn111~ oul>'icl thi:-- rountrv hv ~he mai11-
tenance of most reactionary peoplr in ke,v po:-itions. ·uo{v an it he 
expected that th_c •OYernment an carry ou tht>ir poliry? Thi.- j~ a. 
matter about wl11 :h _hon. I mhers on th other side of the House mav 
b pl a. ed, b~t, 1t_lmg on lhi . iclc. T nm not pl ast'd about it. hcra u. i, 
T_ know that it ex1 l . Take thi letter of f!rn<'ial narkrr. T sho11l1l 
~•ke to know a~d I hope an an:<wt'r may he {{iven to me pr<'. cntly. why 
1t ~all e_n~. '\v1th gr at 1:e,:pe ·t. T suggr. l that thr l<'ltrr i. just vulgar 
anti • m1ti:-m. I woul I like to kn w wlwth r tl11-r i anv t·onnrdion 
hetw en that attitud and the fa t that the r cent attack· made upon 
.Te_rusalem took pla upon the ,J wi:-h , ah hath day. • ~ot a wor,l w:is 

a1cl about that by th right hon. lentleman thi:-1 aft moon in outlininrr 
the ra,e, altho~gh I re~arcl i a onr of th mo,-t deplorahlt> thing: that 
ha' happened m our tnnr. I 1 member th horror with whieh I r<'a<l 
of the entry of )fu .olini\ ha.rbarian into Albania on :i Good Friday. 
T am n~t a. Roman alholic, and T am not a Jl'W, hut T thought that 
wa, qmte a. dreadful ad. I hacl exa tly the am fr<'ling on that 
• uncl:iy whe!1 I h arcl what had happenerl on the pr Yiou. cl:iy. 

I would like to know wh the1· that had hePn cl lih<'ratrlv arranged 
and whether th loathing and contempt which C: neral Tiarki,r .o frrelv 
~xp_r~, es i_n hi .. 1 tter in,-pir cl it. He i rrtainly not a. man with ·a 
Judi 1al mmd. 1f the r 1~o!t. of hi_ le!ter ar ar_rurate, arnl h ought 
not to a--!'ume . th po, 1ti?n of Juclg1ng the nghts of the g<'n ral 
ma . o~ t~e. Jew1, h popnlalion of Pale tine. .\nything more immorler:itc 
and m1ud1c1ou. than thi. 1 tter T an carcely corwriY . and T e:irne tly 
hope that om body will deal with it on behalf of th CTovernment. • 

It i time foat th Hou was given ome reason for the incarceration 
of th people , ho w 1· pr?te~ting a~ain. t violent a tivitie . I hope 
W('. hall hear from the )fo11 ler who I to reply . om thinsr mor about 
tl11:_l tter of G neral Barker. I am not th only hon. ~femh<'r who ha 
1'<' 1v cl fron:i 11! n i_n th .\_rm_\' in Pal sline 1 tt r of prot . t, or more 
often of plam mqmr_\', , kmg , ha th allitucl i at home towa1Cl 
the -T w , b au hey hav h n tolcl that th re i no, . cl finit h·. 

not of anti- emiti m in official propaganda. W' had h tter fare 
the. e fact . T . hould lik to h ar ·om thinp: more ahont thrm. T wa,; 
thoroughly glad that m:v right hon. Fri ncl di. · ·iatrd th Oovernrn nt 
from thL l tter hut I hope w hall ha, omcthing m111h trong r 
than tha_t. I honld like to know wheth r it was thi gent! man'. idea. 
of loathrng and eont mpt of th ,Tew whi h 1 cl him to launch th 
attack r cently on th , ahhath Dav ancl to orcl<'r th arr<' l a1Hl 
han. poi t of aged rabbi . a· wa don •. 

Th p opl in P, 1 tine w r among man~-. at home and abroad, 

'> ho w , full of gt at 11 w hop af r th Oen r I Election. Th v 
f ,Jt that now th r had come int power a ,o,·c1 nment of fr clorn 
and hum nity that would not any on the tupid tradition of a:ving 
that what wa don b. hi~h r authority nm. t h right and that ther 
mu I 11ever be any adv 111· . J am :;ony that. in some wn.v ·, tho 
p pl hav b n gri vom,h- di appoi11t cl.' ancl T hop that th ir (Jilt', -
tion. will h an. wer d. I hopr that lh malt r ill h d alt with 
ad QU tel 'by la er peak r who know cxa ti~· what the Jewi ·h re lion 
1o all th e thin~ i Onr a ain, if my poo1 word. an ha, efT ·t, 
T ,·ould r -rmphai what th hon. aml l<'a1n d .f 111ber for )font-
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"•lllll'IY ha. , loqu •11tl~· sl,\lt••I. '1'111• ~ufll•ri_n~: that w' ha,l' " _it
lll. l'd 111 our ti11ll', and whid1 han' lilt'n , 1 u1•1l upon th,• ,h•w1 h 
pL•opll'. Hll' not 0111~· a l'ti1111• that . call. for ju ti<.:t' _liuL _ they ar a1~L 
to 111ak1• us h:udcncd to thl· l' th111g. Ou1 l':tpac1l~· l01· uag,•tl~· 1 
l,1•,·0111i1w hl1111tt>1I. Tragl'tl\' is lil'n1111111g so 11,..11,II th,tl, it Ill> long •r 
111,1kl's II i111lig11a11l a11d an~ions to put thin"s r igh_t. 

\ om• who i. 11ot a llll'tlll11•r ol lhl• ,h'\\I. h 1,1n hu t \\ho 
i,, • JUSl- C:rnl ht•lp llll' '. - attl'lllpt111g to 1,,, . n 111adi ing l'hri:-ti~111, 
I ut•lit•\'l' thal IL is lht• ))i, inl' \\ill llf .\lrnighty C:ocl that.- Pale llllt' 
hould l11 the . al10nal hotlll of th,• ,J\:,,i. h p1•oplt•. 'l'hc IIIOll' I lll'lllllll' 

11lll\'i11nd o[ that, till' 111111' Pph111l•1al an,1 t•,a111• 'l'llt th• p1t,-.l'lll 
·itualion 1·l'111. It vill \,•a latal :hinir if \\l' atll'tnpt lo put oms.·hl'. 
in thl' path of what l hcli •n• i • a Di\'in nlinan :~1111 D er • 

[ hinw, anti I r •g1l'l it, that it, i • not now la h1011ahh• lo t. lk of 
tht•,w thin•~· lw1c. 'l'h1•1 • was a ti111 , a: I ha;t' . H'a1l with pl1•a._un 
am] lm1irirw, when ma I ll>r. of 1h-1•p moral ro11, 11'11tll1 1:~111!1

1 
lil' '.'t:!'"" i 

i11 thi . Jlou c, an1l ,,ht•n lwn. '.\h•111l, •1 w,•11• 11ot al1a11 lo quoit• 
: •ript ure to one ano her, in t•111h•,I\ 0111 ing to ha L' tl11•ir l ,1 c upon the 

,' ript111cs. . 
Fa. Irion · 110 1louht l'ha11~t•, lint ll1111la1111•11lal thmg 11 > 11ot. . 

\':tllll'S do not. [ am , 1•rla in t \1:1 t I h,•n· will li1• 1111 pN111a1w11L J) ',ll' 111 
thi worl,l a11J 110 H•al pro p1•1it~· for h11111a11it~· until _1i~hl hiu '· an• 
d nc, a11d one of tho. I' right t hi1w i~ that I IH• ,)l,,u h 111•oplc . 1~,ill. 
once again rl'lun1 with ::1111gs lo thl'll 11,, 11 land a111l lw 1l1111m·1h-d 
1ht•n. F01·' .u Jon, th1•,· han• had 1111 la111l of tlH•ir· 11,,·11 . and 1w 11•st 
fut· th 11111 of t lwir ,;c11pl1•. 'l'hl'Y ha \'t' l ,11rn1• for 111:11n· o! 11. I h1• 
1,1 uni of th mi~er,· . n11l'lt~· and i11fa111y of 111:111, and. dt• p1lt• that, 
,_0 oft en in t hci 1· t;·agil' hisl or~· t hi'~- ha n 1,ad frn111 . t h1 pPopll' th~,\
lll'lpt•d far 111on• k i,•ks th.u1 hallpl'IH"l'. Yl•l tl11•,· sl1ll IOllll' lo tl1t•1r 
aid a IIH',. ditl t m11. 1l11ri11g tht• la . I \\ar. a11d a. tht•~· wouhl lllllll' 
111 ;11,r aid. again. I, l nolhiuir of th1• 1ht•atlf11l. ads of .' iokr'. _1• . ,, l_1ich 
ha,· takt•n plac rau t• 11 lo lo. 1• our •nst• ol proport 11111. I h_1. ': a 
•rii•al and funda111 •11tal 111al ll'r. Th i· is a nyin!! al1111d 1111· n•,d JUSI 11·1• • 
There is an opportunit)· for lhl' 1<'a. -: !tio11 i11 thi,- lloust•. i11 this 
1•ountiY ancl in the woild of a ~n·al sp111l11al 1111th. I hop_c a111l . t~ray 
tha tlri c:oH'lllllll'nt will ha\'(' th1• 10111·a~1• to t.1kl' tins .1c I. 11111, 
a11 d lo ~1anl the ,J ,,i. h Jll'opl1• lhPir ri~htful plal' '. 

Ma·or Legge-Bourke: I d1·1•ph n•grl'l thr lad that ,~l' han• !11 had 
t i1111• lo rnn 11lcr t 111.., in ·1 \\ hrtt• J':qwr hPfon• Wt' 111'halt•d 11. \~ c 
sho11ld ha,1• had till' \\'hrtl' Pa1w1· to tudy al gn•at, h•ngth an,! 111 

d1, ail l111l \\I' 111nst t.1kr 11 as wt• find it. )1,\' own i1n111t•tliall' n•ad1ons 
to t ht: s1'h1•1111• put, for ward an•, fin,t ol all, that iL Pr! f11nda111~•11ta_lly 
in tllC' fad, that in llw prminn• lo hl• t•t up tlll'r _w ill ht> ,a 1111!1011ty 
of tht• pop11lation olhl'I' than that 1ulin ' l11t' 1>•?~·111l'1•. 'I hat_ 1:-1 ti!" 
1,pg-inning or tronhlP, and whc•tlwr w,• han• !la1l1t1011 or prm11111's 1l 
s1•p111s to 1111• that ii von put .11·,,· or .\1ah 111 1·0111111:ind Ill an,\· a11•a 
in Pait li11l', with tl11; oppo ite 1a11• in that an•·,. it, will 111' l' I n·llll'ly 
, l tflit-11 l 1,, 1•1· to at·h • r, 1• , Ply 111111·h . 111·t 1• . . . 

.\ l,o. it i hsol11ll•lv C's. 1•11tial to an~· s111 n · ,.ful 011kon11• of tlw; 
,,ttk111 , 11 ha i111111il!;1;,tio11 i.., di\'on·t•tl 11ll1•1·ly frn111 an~· land s1 llle -

1111, 11 t. T ,lo not lll'li • ·t• tlhat WI' 1·a11 impl1•1111•11t I he• r1 •port of t 111' 
,\m~lo .\11wri1•a11 ('0111111iltt'1' a tlH' prP !'Ill li1111:- .\ hon. f1•mlw1:-; 
l·now, it lH'ar,1 a gn•,1\ 11Pal or \"C'l'Y valnahk l'\'1d1'111•p, a111l T th111k .I, 
ha . l'i"< d a ,·r r·v u du I p1npos1•. T will go ·o far a: lo S:t,\' that T 
l>l{rlt with a gn' :tl 111an.v thin!{ in i . Tn fad, T drs:1~1l'(' with only 
thrPl' thing in it, , nd 0111• i tlu• 100.000 ,Jt•\\'. \\p mnnot allow 
100.000 ,1Pw in al'<·onling to th" linr of tlw t:Pporl. F11rllll'rrnon•, it. 

••£' 111 to 1111' that some hon. 1:Pntl1•111l't1 oppos ·1t1•. and p:11·til'11larl,\' 
,,,ppnrtt•rs ol thP ,fl.w ·. ha\'1• g-i,cn th1• impn• sion in tlw \\01!,l that 

ht• n•1·0111nH•ndalio11 of that H1•poit was that 100.000 .J1•w . honlil go 
i•1to Pali• tinP strai~htaw.i~. Th:1t i. an unfodnnale i111pn• sion 
lll'cauw it ha.· rais<•d fals1• hop<' ·, and i • fat from ht>in, tlH' tr nth of tlw 
111att1•r in IIH' Hrpo1 1f, as l 11nd1•r..,\a11tl it. T would h·n<' _thourrht i't 
lwlt1•r f the ri~h hon. ( :1•11lh•111a11 l1arl said todav, \\ 1· will g •t 
agn•p1111•nt. 011tsidc P:ill'sli rw a to who tak1•s thl' ,Ti ,,s. \\'1• , ill not 
st'IH I anolhrr .Jpw to PalPslin<• 1111til w<' ha,e donr that." H w ' had 
1•0111• thal,, hen concci\'ahly wt• 111i~hl ha,·e prod111·<'d a ,liffn<•nt. rrat tion 
i 11 t 111' .\ rah world from what t hl'n' ha· c ,1•1 h1•en l,pfmc. Th' one 
thing , hich th .\rah c·annot untlt•rsl'lnd is why lw shonlcl h . mad 
to l:1k1' ,T •w when noho,lv ('Isl' will takl' thl•lll, 

Mr. Crossman: Let me d1•al with tlll' ni i oi Pair. tin<' in lhr pa1t·. 
I want to cll'al with tlw i1111111•diall' t•ri'>i •. the (:m•1•rn11H•nt': f1•1leral plan. 
and the g<'tH'ral 1n·oul•m of tlw Midclll' Ea . t. Thi• lat ti111 we ch-11al~cl 
th1• qu · ion on the :"ljo111 nm<'nt \\C rai e,1 this mall r 1, rause, 111 

our view, to u e my ow1t \\Onls in that, 1lPhat 

"That lh com· • of poli"y aclopl d hy Hi · • faj ty • C:overn-
111t•nt will not stop, hut, prrl'ipil,tlc, , iolt•JH'C." f 0/linnl Jl, port, 
. lon1lay, .fuly 1st, 1946; Yo!. 424, l'. 1883.) 
Tn that tl hate I II ed two ar ruments in upport of that Yiew. I 
~.!;r·,t cl that a far a I kn •w th ilnalion then'. it, wa almo t 

11•1 tain lhaL the Tiritish would ane t ,·er_vhody x1 t•pt the r •al 
l •1 rorist ·. T sugge.,tcd. furthl'l', that th y wo11l_d lo<'k 11p tlw modrratP 
, ·hn e infhH'tH'C would b • :ih·olut Iv e, enl1al to pn•,·cnt :1rl. of 
violc11<·1• in Pal tine. Thinllv, l ng~ . t cl thal n• i tnnce rannot h 
1,rPk<'n bv pur • r vr ion. J ·1i li v that whal I aid on that orra ion 
h l • h rn' lam n ahly and tra•Yirall. c-onfirm d hy c,·<'nt Il hrt. lH- 11 
rnnfirmecl. indc cl. that amonsr th 3.000 .frw lor.k1• ,l up without 
<'hal'" the adi,·e m mlwr. of th l qrnn wt'r not to h found. .\11 
the ;1/mrnl who ('ould hi\ · 1·0-oprratecl with the authorili<'·. who 
co 11 1cl po. ·ihly have re tl'ained th Tr~m~ from act _of lun:iry. ': re 
pnl into prison camp and rould ha,: . no 1~1A_u~ncc aga111sl 111 ·)1 actr~)ll. 
, inl' that dav four a11cl a half Hrtlr. h <11, 1. ton hav he n 1n action 
:i~ain L 5.000 'trrrori t . I i indl' d ltkc arf'hin~ for a nt'l'dle in , 
h, v;;t l'k-thi · hon r-to-housc ·<', rch by Tiriti h oldirr who clo not 
kn.ow th lanrrun~ of th .r w an,l "'.ho ar ~i\"cn Ii t of name of 
,T " tran . l1tfr1l into En1?li h . Tt i hil.!hlv unlik<'IY that mor' than 
:i ill'ill J)<'l"I' •ntagE' of thr t 1 rori ·t will h' foun,l hv the m hocl 
,, h:ch ar now heinit aclopted in Tel-.\ viv 

1 wi h to r fer to on<' or two of th t. trmrnt of th T.orcl 
Pn• j,l,.nt of the nnndl in rett:11 d to the relation ·hip of the Ha~ana 
rmcl thr Tr•un. Hr tat,.11, and T think h w:i (]Hit ri ,ht. that aft r 
.Jw m11r1lcr of T.orcl )fovne th<'re wn ro-opcr, lion h tw1•rn the Tiai:rana 
a1Hl th<' .\J:tf'OC'Y on onr' irlc. :in,1 the TI1 iti . h :rnthoriti 11 the oth r. 
o fin1l out th,· people l eh ind th<' plot. . • o 1 • . than 25 .Tr,· in EJ:tvpt 

,, ho had taken part in th plo ting of thl' mnr,lr.r of T,orrl foyn w r 
h:irHl 11 o,<'r to th Rriti h utho1iti hy th ir f llo, .T ws of the 
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Hagana. He should have added that long before the murder, indeed 
ever since the founding of the Irgun and its breakaway f:0!11 tl!e Hagana in 1939, the Ha~ana had CO·OJ?erated ~vith the B~1t1:1h m • <'hecking on Jewi h terrorism. I would hke to ask whether it is not 
in the Colonial ecretary's knowledge that more than ~,9()0 m~n1 members of the Irgun, have been _handed oYer to the British _POhre 
authorities in Palestine by the Jewish Agency and the Hagana m th course of that period. There wa a prolonged and steady co-operation 
between the Jewish illegal army and the lega! Intelhg~nce of the British Arm . trange things have happened m Pale tme, and ~o one should be shocked by that strange relation hip. It happens m 
relation to the Arab side as well. 

I think it was tweh·e months ago that the Hagana. came to the police authorities in ,Jerusalem and told them that the Irgun had developed a new rocket weapon for shooting at the King David 
Hotel. The pipes from which the rockets were to he ho~ were pl:i~td in a field 400 to 500 yards from the King David Hotel m a. pos1 10n so deep in the earth that they could n~t. be see~. It was_ thought that there were two bombs there. The Bnti h police, I believe, sent out mir.e detectors, but failed to find the bombs with mine d~tect-0rs. They came back lo the Hagana and asked for more accurate _mforrnation. The H agana thereon, with great risk to themselves, kidn3:pped a member of the Irgun and extracted from hi~-by m~ans which I cannot indicate as I do not know them-the precise lo~ation of one ~f these things. With the British they discovered th~ thmg and too½ it to piece . I am told that the Briti h G.9.c. admired the me_chamraJ ,ing nuity of the instrume~t. Tl1a~ particular ou_t:age was, m fact, preYented owing to the a s1stan~e given t-0 ~he Br1t1. h by the Hagana. intelligence service. I am puttmg these thmrr forward for check. I 
do not know whether they are who11y true. . . . I am also told that on no le s than three occasions smce the d1~covery of the V3 as the rockets were nicknamed, the Hagana Intelligence have warn~d, and repeated their warning to the British ecurity, 
that, the King David Hotel would one day have an assault fr?m the inside, and that better secmity should be employed by the police and militarv there. All the e warning were disregarded at a moment when all the Hagana were locked up, an~ the te1:rorists of the Ir~un were giv n a free hand . -o further security was imposed _on the Kmg David Hotel and the kitchens and night club were left madequately guarded. I~ considering the r ponsibili ty for this ~errible ~utrage, 
part of it at least must re t w}th tho e ~OJ_l~erned with security. It is time one aid thi .. A partial resEon~1b1!1ty r~sts_ on anyo~e. w~o knows the King David Hotel and left it, m this time of cr1S1s, m 
thi unguarded cahdition. . Let me return to the Government ·white Paper on the sub1ect of 
collaboration between the Agency, the Hagana, and the Irgu_n. I have described the intimate relation between the H~gana Intelligence rv ice and the British authorities. Indeed. one nught say that the 
British .l.D. regularly reckoned to set a Jew t-0 catch a Jew as Arabs were set to catch Arabs. In the autumn of last year came tl,e fatal defrion-1 desrribed it as fatal every ti~,e I ~poke of i~ to the Jews-that it was futile to continue collaborat10n with u ~gan~st the terrorists. It was a criminal thing t-o say, but my own view 1s that it was impossible at that time, and that tha.t _was Jiter~lly true. The men of the Hagana were despairing of the s1tuat1on m Europe, and convinced. rightly or wrongly, that the Labour Government were not carrying out their pledges. In tho-e ,!Ilonths, none of them was pr~pared to go on kidnapping further members of the Irgun. The stram and lack ' of confidence had reached a point where this extremely delicate and unpleasant operation, in the best of circumstances, was 

literally impos. ible. The men were not p~epared to carry out. an arrest. But this does not excuse the eohhcal leaders who publicly stated the futility of doing so. At that time thex should not make such statements as though they positively approved of being unable 
to collaborate. 

There w11s a.t that ti.me an appalling problem facing the Agency. Before the House makes up its mind that the right Hon. Member for ·west Brist-01 (:\[r. tanley) is correct in saying that the case agai!1st them is proved, they should understand the problem that was bemg faced. As the \Vhite Paper stat~s, there were members of the Agency who wanted t-0 keep their hands clean, and not touch the Irgun 
unless the British would back them up. 

operation as we are attempting to do at the moment. But no one ~an expect p~ple to co-operate wi~h them when t_hose people are bemg arrested in the streets and their ho~1es are bemg sear~hed house by house. H we wish to have co-opera.hon, _we must permit the Jews to 
ha,·e leaders whom the people trust a~d with whom we ~an ~o-op~rate. I believe that the Government have still to make up thell' mmd whether they are determined to ~ma h terrorism ~y the present method -excluding the co-oI_)eratJon of_ the Jewish people-or whether they wish to h~ve their co-op~rabon. In the l~tter case they should release from pri on the men with who~ th~r will have to co-operate, because the ,Jews recogni e them a their legitimate and elected _leader~. Palestine is a land with a history of violence. ·we cannot Judge 1t 
by tho standards of law and order of thi~ country. ~Ve are in consultation with the members of the Arab Higher Comn11ttee, every one of whom has crimes of violence on his conscience, extending ov~r n~ few~r than th three years of Arab revolt. If I had ~een speakmg m t~1s Hou e at that lime I hope that I woulcl have grven the same advice to the Government' about the ATab re istance movement as I am now giving about the Jewish resistance m?vement. ,v~ must ma~e up our minds whether we intend to smash resistance to ~mithereens without the co-operation of the Jew . If we want co-opera~10n we cannot say t~at anyone whose hands have in any way been sullied by any contact with violence must not be excluded. If we said that we should e~clude all the b st leadership in Palestine. It js all tough and do~rmrned, and not too constitutional. On neither side, Arab ?r Jew, lS ~here much leadership which is not prepared to do these thmgs when 1t comes to 
the worst. . h · ·u b Very wis1:ly, the Gov~rnment have taken the_ view t _at it w1 .. e unwi e to seize the Mufti of Jerusalem and put him on trial. I belie:rn tha. t they were quite right in th~t decision. It _would have turned him into a martyr. But if that applies to the Mufl1, who, goodness !cnows, has crimes on his con ience, not merely of _violence but of. active cooperation with Hitler, how much more does it apply t-0 Jewish leaders who throughout the war, as it is not denied, actively stood by us, who actively aided us in this di~~ult jo~ of dealing_ with the Irgun, and then certainly made one political mistake? Is it not the better way to let bygones be bygones, as the Lor1 President said,_ and if we are to let Arabs of the Mufti type not be tried not to act d1fferentlr towards the Jews whom we have imprisoned indefinitely without trial? One thing is certain : If the four members of the Agency who control~ed the Hagana are p~t on trial, it .'!ill be a magnificent demon tration for ,Jewish extremism and fanaticism. ·whether they are. cond_emned or not it will make no difference t-0 the effect on the Jewish mmd. But if thev are not to be tried, how can we know that they are guiltv? If the_• should not be allowed th~ right t<? defend ~bemselves, to tell their ide of the story of the C.I.J:?. m Palestrne-:and if ~ quarter 
0 £ what their friends say is true, there 1s another and rnt~resbng st01·y about tlie contact of British officers with the Irgun durmg and after the war-where is democracy and justice? I SUj?gest th.at it ".Voul~ be unwis.e to put them on trial, or to detain. them for an mdefimte time. Jt would be far wi er to call upon the ,Jewish Agency no~v. to co-operate in suppressinp; terrorism, to 1·elease these men on condition that they come out and clo a~ain the job they did for years, and reverse the 
lamentable mistake of a few months ago. 

l\fav I turn to G neral Barker? I am not so much concerned with him as with anti. emitism. I was a little shocked at th~ roars of applause on the Benches opno ite when the rij?ht hon. l\Iember for .. West Bristol defended General Barker from the point of view that there was ~ gre.at strain in Palestine, and that little errors of tact must be explamed or excused. \ hen one's troops are doing a military operation against the Jewish people the danger of anti-Semitism is extra<?rdinar~Iy hi~h. T~e natural instinct is to dislike the race or '{)eop]e one 1s fightmg. There 1s an inclination rather to have it out with the Jewish communitv rather than to limit one's hatred to terrorism. This is a natural inclination, and it is all-important that the men at the top should give no sign of countenance, by word or pra.i e, to _support anti-Semitisn:i. They ~hou!d not officiallv give tho e under their command the feeling that 1t will 
not be ruthle sly penalised. . We are living in a strange world. I spent 120 davs meeting and talking with Jews anrl others in Palestine, an<l elsewhere. I became aware of the deep unconscious anti..Semitism whi ·h there is in us, a virus a poi on which ha been put into us by Hitler. I became more aware of it last fondav. when I Ji tened to a moving Debate on Germany, in which I heard hon. Members advocating that Habeas Corpus must be _given back to .S. men; that it was impos ible, as two hon. {embers said, to indict a. whole people. One even said that to indict an organisation was irnpos ible. One Member said, "After all liberty means liberty to be a Tazi ." Thoe are sound sentiment . But I thou(?ht it a monstrous ironv that a year aft~r the war has fini heel hon. Members are making speeches forgiving the nation which killed ix million Jews and plearling from all sides of the Hou e that we hould be fair to the Germans at a moment when they are condoning the removal of }Jabeas C-0rpu altogether in Palestine. There has not hecn a ri~ht to Habeas Corpus for any .Jew or Arab in Palestine since the emergency regulations were introducerl. They haYe been living under a more ruthless form of dictatorship in Pale tine than the people living in the control division of Germanv or Austria. 

Mr. Paiet: The hon. Member has referred to what I aid in another Debat . I would like to make it Quite clear that I have not condoned the removal of Habeas Corpus in Palestine. I disapprove of the imnrisonment of Jews or Germans or anvbody else. 

There were obYiously others who said, " If you do that, they wi11 blow up the King David Hotel and commit all sorts of appalling outrages, and our men will not be there to check them." It was an impo sib1e dilemma with which the Agency was faced. If they broke the contact which had existed for years with the j]le_ga1 organisations in Palestine. they knew that the Irgun would go ahead and do the appallin,; and atrocious deeds of which the men of that particular organisation are capable, inen who. as my right hon. Friend has said have hacl the poi on of national Socialism soaked into them. which has turned them into what is indistinguishable from Fasci ls. That wa , I believe the battle which was fought out in Telegram 5. " Shall we keep our ha~ds clean or hall wo attempt to prevent the Trgun's operations ap;ainst human life, and altempt to limit them to blowini;,; up railway bridges and other les er outrage which do not take uch a toll of human life." That might a'{)pear to some of us to be a fine distinction, but in Palestine it i a real one. Rightly or wrongly, certain members of the Agency regarded it as their duty to try to keep in check the terrorists with whom thev had contact . I was indicating an infer n e £mm Teleizram ·s. I conclude from Telegram 5 that it illushate this conflict of view; on group i aying one thing. and ·another is arguing a plan which would limit the los of life. I do not int nd to judg who wa right or wrong. But I say that the proble~ '!hich fa ed them wa ver difficult. Before they arc condemned a cr1mmal . it must bfl admitted that the onl • motive the Government have proved in the White Paper for g ncv coll boration with th Irgun and the tern gang is to pr vent loss of life and alro ious crimes. That is the only thing tho people were doing. I do not def nd the decision to co-operate, but I sav that we hav to uncl , tand it before we ay that 
these men arc pariah and mu. t b condemned. 

Th r i onP other point. W have now lo k d up all the leaders of th Left in Pale tine-th trade union leaders, the co-operative leaders and th 1 aders of the Hagana. , imultan ou lv we are demandiniz the C'O-operation of the .Tewish people in th extermination of terrorism. 
Bnt a peopl an only co-opera~ through it leader.. ~ can: if we wi h, try to mash the tcrron t on our own without Jew1 h co-

Mr. Crossman: I am very izrateful to the lion. Member. He is, I am sure, one of the logical people who does not extend lo the ex-enemy better conditions than he would exten,l to the ex-encmv's victims in Palestine. J indicated that tl1ere was an unfortunate tend nrv at the moment on the oth r id of this Hou e to ondono Gen ral Barker for his indi tment of a communitv. of a race, for the ins of 5,000 terrori ts three week after the Hip;h ('ommis ioner had stated expre lv that thi military operation was directed for the benefit of the Jewish communitv and again t t.he terrori ts onl '· Ruch, in three w ek . was th de lin from no anti emitism to anti-~emitism. I hope the Government will do om thinp; more than mer lv dissociate them lv from that statement. l hope the GoYernment will m11ke i overwhelminglv lear that we arP det rmined not to wipe out thf' Zionist fovern nt. not to 1iQuid11te the .Jewi h gene_ , as is su peel d bv every ,TPw in Pale tine bnt tlrnt WP are determined onlv to win out the tPrrori t. for the SA ke of the Jcwi h people and that we will not condone any anti- emHi rn, whethe1· it ome from a priYate soldi r or from 

I 
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a general. .. nti- emiti m i bad not only for th J ws, but for u . 
V hy I hate thi war in Pale tine i be au e of th bad ff t it i 
hann~ on om· own tro p . I ha, e had l tters , hi ·h ar openly anti
Semitic in sentiment-"\ hy can't we wipe out th J w. Y" li i a 
terrible thing. We hould not a i t the pre cntion of it by condoning 
General Barker's unfortunate letter to hi offi . 

I will now say one or two word on the fed ral ·olution. ,Yh n w 
were in Jeru alem I b came convinced, rightly or wrongly, that th re 
were ontr two po ·sible alternatives for Pale tin -a unitary olution 
or partition. I di us. cd thi at great I ngth with my coll ague on 
the ommittee. Th y agrc d with me, in view of what I aid, that 
if the time came when it wa uitable I hould be allowed to tell llii~ 
part of the story. I agreed with my coll agu . that partition wa a 
coun el of de pair, but l wa d pairing in Jem alcm. I wa • pe.· ·imi tic, 
foreseeing what has happened. I was, therefor , one of th people 
who advocated partition during our privat com r ations. But I was 
finally convinced that one could not come ha k and report to the 
Briti h and American Government the counsel of d pair whi ·h wa1 
in my mind, and that we must haYo one more try at a unitary 
solution. We mu t try to go ba k to 1938, b for th Whit J>ap t', 
and that i what we reported lhe overnment hould do. Th y should 
rescind the White Paper and go ha k to the old fandat a it, really 
was. 

I till believe that if our Report had been •acted on immediately a 
great chance might have come off. I still believ it wa rightly al
culatcd, though I know the right hon. ntleman the femb r for 
We t Bristol su pe t me on this point. I still b lieve it wa. cal ulaled 
in such a way that it was ju t tolerable for the Arab. and it wa 
sufficient to prevent the rising tide of violence among th Jews. I 
believe a auick acceptance in principle would haYe prevented all lhe 
horror in the King DaYid Hotel and all the horror of Tcl-.Aviv to-d y. 
But it is no good crying o,er spilled milk or rather . pilled blood. 

I mu t say that, two months later, that unitary solution i , to my 
mind, out of the question. I entirely agree with th right, hon. 'enU '
man the Member for West Bristol. The document we wrote i d ad
dead becau e eYents have gone beyond it, becau. e r lalion have got 
so bad not only between Jews and Arabs but, much more eriou , 
between them and u . After all, a unitary solution depends upon gooJ 
relations between the Briti h fandatory and the olher two. l noti ed 
much talk to-day about getting Jews and rabs to love each otb r. 
Let us never forget the l>eople they hate most of all are our troops and 
police. The confidence 10 u mu t be re tored. I b lieve it, an nev r 
be restored among the Jew after the events of t,he la t six w ks and 
that the unitary olution must be finally abandoned. 1:y instin ·t 
would have been to move from it ·with a jump to partition. But all 
that the Lord Pre ident said impre sed me a gr t d , l about th 
difficulty of jumping, with a sudden leap, from a unitary fondate into 
partition. Anyway, the sudden leap would have to tak lwo or thr 
years. If, therefore, I can regard thi fodernl cheme now propound d 
as the transitory stage between the pre ent unitary ~ fondate and two 
separate tate , I can accept it as a practical s heme. Bu and here 
comes the but-I notice already that the police are to be retained by 
the Central Government. If the police are retained by the entral 
Government, in the present state of Palestine, the hate of the police 
will continue. There are 18,000 policemen in Palestine, and the police 
barracks are the fortresses which dominate the ountry. That 
dominance of the country symbolises the continuan e of a police State. 

nder federal police what hope can Jew or Arab have that thi plan 
is genuine? 

I beg the Government to realise that if this f deral scheme i to 
work, it will work because we giye to the two Pro,·in e something 
that we do not want to give them. If we give them what we do not 
care about, they do not value it. ,ve have to lake a ri k with th 
Jews and the rah to make them b licve we are going toward. 
emancipation and not going to try and keep a domination of the British 
for ever in Pale tine. Let them try to run the police for lhemselve . 
Why should the British people go as " Bla k and Tans " to Palestine 
and do this lamentable job ! Let the Jews and Arabs do their own work. 
We shall have our troops there anyway. Let the Jews and Arab 
have their own police to work out that part of the peace for themselv 

The test of the present scheme is the confidence we in til in the Jew 
and Arabs that we are being hone t. There is, through lhe fiddle 
East, a conviction that we are staying in Pale tine, not to look aft r 
Jews and Arabs, not to conduct a Mandatory obligation but be au e 
we have cleared our troops out of Egypt and want. to put them some
where else. EYery Jew and every Arab in Pale tine will say, "If 
there were good rea ons for the Briti h troops going out of Egypt 
because the Egyptian did not want them, why on earth should we hav 
the troops when we don't want them?" Everybody will suspect in 
Pale tine that the federal scheme is de igned to play off Jew 
again t Arab, to ensure that we are there for ever o 
that we can have the barrack at Gaza and Uie headquarters 
at Ramleh. If that i the conviction we are leaving in their mind 
there i no hope of peace in Palestine. Every Ara? will continue ~is 
struggle for Arab independence and every Jew will hate the pohc 
who have done to him the things which have b_een done iu ~he l:t t 
six week . There will be no peace. There will be a continuation 
of the situation in which four-and-a-half divisions h ve t-0 be us d 
to keep down a country smaller than Wales. 

How are we going to give them something whi h is not in the Lord 
Pre ident's statement? How are we going to give them a proof that w 
mean to get out? I suggest to the Government, and I would like an 
answer that there should be a time limit. We should say that we 
propos~ to run this federal sy tern for a certain eeriod, fiv~, seve?1 or 
ten years and after that it will be their federation or their partition, 
but we a're not staying " for keeps." 1: that i promised, of course, 
we can go in under a treaty of alliance and our troops could stay 
there afterwards but unle s we can get them to reali e that we are 
not holdinit Palestin~ simply as a military ba e, and that all ~u.r 
moralising about Jews and Ar~b.s is not merely the _e. ~use for a mili
tary base, there will be no military ba e, because it 1s an ont~nabl_e 
military ha e as long as both Jews and Arabs dete t us. Imagme 1£ 
war comes to-morrow Jlnd we have to call on' the '.!}agan ag~~n to help 
oa aa we did during the last war. How can Palestine be a military base 
when both Jews and Arabs d test the autocracy of Briti h militar 
rule! 

BrtpcUer Low: Will the hon. Member make it quite lear whether 
he want.a a military ba e or not! 

Kr. Crossman: Thal i. a p r clly fair question, and th an wer i 
that I am not . trat gi~t. 1f t,he Gov rnment "ant mi lit ry b , 
they _should . ay op nly lo J ws and Arab.' when it _omcs to tho 
qu lion f md« p nJ nc , th t we . hould hke to n goltale a treaty 
and would lik to ha, c thi con· 10n in th tr aty. Th nrgum nt 
us d by tho Gornrnmcnt ab ut Egypt mu t al o apply lo Pal ,.,t1!1e· 

That, bring: m to mv 1, t point. I believe th. t lh , Ill tlung 
apph lo th "hol of th .Middle E t. Pale tin i • only part_ of_ th 
prol>I •111. "' . hould h pr par ~ to ay_ to the world_ th t, w1~h.m a 
given numh r of y ars, we ar gomg lo g1,· up l!t' n_mlal ral 1111htary 
rospon ibility for holding thi. vital Jin of ommumc:at1on ·, an~ put, ~he 
m'klter h for l . • . 'l'h r n cheme hould be work •d out Ill wl11d1 
we woulJ participat , I r joint haring of that, re. pon i_bilily, ~ot 
only with AmcriC'a and ~h a_<lJaC nt A rah , 'tal , ~mt also w1lh l u ·, ia. 
J f that happ n d, I b he, it would be . n ent1al st p to lho () ace 
of the Middle Ea ·t, anJ it, i to that final nd that we hould go 
forward. 

Mr. Ka.nningham-Buller : l m, k no claim le~ p<'a~ on tl11 . uhj t a. 
an e.·pcrl. .:\lany o u m th1 Jlous ha\·e Ludie,~ th, pml_1k•111_for man~• 
y 1 ·, and om hon. 1 111b r. hnv a long acquaintan('<' ·l11p with ond1-
tion in that. c nntr •. I h,n·c not b <'ll tll('re for \'(•ry long, nor h v l 
tudi d the problem· for v 1y long an,1 I do not com n,1il , n_yon hy what 

I ay, nor do I ·peak for any ?f my oil ~gu n ~he ( om1111ll . l_ml I do 
maintain thai a r port, wnll •n, a. 1!, ~,·,. , 111 a very c:on. ult•rahl 
hurrv, after h arin, ma . . of ev dPnc·p m many parts of th• worl1I, 
and • without the literary 111 rit of tl_1c Pc l H por who e authors 
wcr fortun in h, ving much mor • tun at th 1r !h po. al, _non it~e 
1 . did point the way io th r~storation of p acp 111 PalPsl11~c. W_ 
ignc<l that R po1·t on 20th Apnl, an,l the fact, that we all , 1gn cl it 

sho11l1l not h l ghUy d1sregar1l d. .\ to _wh ther ,. nl. snh quent 
to that d, t hav made all our rerommen1lahon capahle of fulfilment, or 
not, and, in pai-ticula1, the r c0111mP_nrl_ati~n as to lh 100.000,. T hall 
h:w omething cto. ay lat,•r on, hut 1t 1s nghl lo say ~h.1l we 1·,,rpfnlly 
xamincd a<'l1 propo. al that, wa put heforP u -pal'l1l1on, f, d«•1·at1~n, 

cantoni. ation, and the r st. The hon. Gentleman was not quite 
a• uratc whc•n h<' .aid that our ohJ ction lo tlll' pnrt1t1on sol11t10n was 
b cau w f It that we coul<l not come forward with the same recom
m nda ion a th Peel H 'P rt, which had b en turnPd down. The 
hon . C:!'ntl •man impli d that-- . . 

Mr. Crossman: I n ver . ai<l that wns why 1 wa. n Jrdetl, hul that 
it, wa a coun I of despair. . 

Kr. Kanningham-Buller : T think the hon. G ntlcn~an. went a h~tl 
fnrth 1· han that, in indi ·at ng th r a ons for otu- r JC ·lion. I~ookmg 
ha k on i now, I r gr t that w did not t ~mt more f~1ll~ m that 
H port, 11 he good . rnl uffici nt r a ons, a ;£ tlunk , fo: r J<' ·tmg the· 
olution.. I do n t want to r1 Iv d ply nto pa ·I, ln. t ry, hul, if a 

solulion i to b<' found, I t,hink two things must h con tanlly rem m
b red . 'lhc fir<1~ is that, v r . in c th Balfour D claration ('am o?t, 
there has bl' 1 ~ . t adv and sompwha rapid gro\\lh of ,fow1 h 
nationali t f ling. in ·1942, we have had the er ation of a Jewis~ 

late adopted a part, of th ?fficial Zion· s~ programm , and az1 
oppr s,;ion has incr a l'cl th heh [ that only m ~~ land rul d by. ,Jews 
can they liv without f ar, in fr edom and security. ow, su •h 1s tho 
int nsity o nationali t fe ling an<l the effect of propaganda, that most 
of th jew ·n Pal tine, and, I think, rnoslt, in America, an~I, <>rtainJ~, 
a con. iderablc numb r here appear to hold :the firm bcl1cf, that, if 
Pale tin doe not b om n Jewish tatc, Great Britain will b guilty 
of a breach of faith, though a Jewi h tato has n vcr,. in ~act, b~n 
promised. That, on lho onll side, is one factor of th situalt on winch 
mu. t, alway· b r member d. 

Th oth;.r i Uiat,, from Ea t r Day of 1920 until the oulhr ak of the 
war, the hi tot of Pal stine ha largely b en t_h~ of outbreak o_f Arab 
viol nc du from the fir t to f ar of pohh al and econom1 sub
j •lion t,o th: J w . Th Ar~l, want to go on Ii in i~ lhat th 'ckly 
populated land which th ir own forcfalthers hav occupi<'d and culti
val d for hundr d of years, and theirs i. the f ling whi_ h every 
,vet hman , cotsman, Englishman and m n n w_oul,l_ haY 1f he was 
told that hundreds of thou and of another nalionahty w~r'. going 
to s ttl in what h r gard d as his own country anJ conv rt it mlo an 
alien tat . 

That wa. the prnblem whi h we on the C'ommitl e harl to face, 
and it i th prob lorn which t,his House ha to. fa . How ~r<' th_e e 
d eply h ld and conflioting vi w to bo recon ii •d-th Jew sh view 
that P, le line i Er lz I .racl, their acknowledg d and :icconlmg ~o 
them, their promi eel land; th Arab r garding it_ a th land of l~ ll' 
for fathers, of which they annot, rightfully, b . ch po ss d, ~ ? l ov 
that if we on icier 1Lh sc two angles, we arrtv!' a the po ibon by 
whi~h any olution of the Pale tine problem mu t ? judg 11. Th r are 
r ally two t st . Th fir t i ~to what extent_ will t_h propo d olu
tion bring about a reconcil a_t1on, an~ m~k . po •~>I for J w ~nd 
Arab to li,·e tog th r, or ide by 1d , m fn nd _l11p anJ o brmg 
peac to Pal tin . The oth r te t i , Is the olution a final on , or 
1 it going to leave the door open for further p~e nr to l>e pu ~J?On 
the mandator or trustee, for ftll'th r v 'olence. m the hope of gammg 
ome advantag ? That, p rhap , ~ a important a t t a ~h fi I 

m ntioned, and any solution that 1 put forward hould h 3udg d by 
tho two t t . 

The po ihl olutions are, of our , e_~ her to giv way to . th 
J ws or to the Arabs, or to find a comprom1 c. For good r .' ons, mt 
which I do not think I n d now nter at length, w r J cled both 
the Jewi h and the Arab ca s. But if it was r'ght and ju t to ac d 
to the J wi h claim for domination over Pal tine, and if that would 
bring peac w shou Id not be deterr d from tl1 adoption of that 
course by tiie mer fact that, bY o doing, w_ might appear t~ _be 
~iving way to Jewi h viol nc .. That wanton 101 n , th omp! city 
of certain members of the Jewish Ag n y, a wa i<>arly e tabh heel 
and long u pe t d. in the ommi ion of ou~rage whi h hav involv d 
th lo of Briti h live , ol ly to m t J wi h demand , and th care
fullv stimulat J bit •r anli-Briti h propa~nda in t-11 1 ni d , tat 
to the am end, hould mak u think long and carefully, but hould 
not pr v nt u fro~ me ting th ir_ laims, if _it i ri~ht to do. o. 

But it was my v1 w and, I thmk the vi w of all who ign d th 
Reporit, that tha~ w . not th ri~h olution. ? h are th<> r pe_ ~iv 
birth rates that, ·n pit of what ha been Jon m th way of fa ihla
ting immigration, th r i. alway likel. to b in P l tine ,T wi h 
minoritv, uni the Arab. are driv n out. I cannot nt mpl the 
domination by a minority of th majorit ', of th J w :n that ountry 
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becoming a. ort of 1ltrrr·111·olk. I think that they migh't have b en 
wi er in their tr atment o[ the Arab in the years gone by and, had 
they been, one might haYe had morn confidence in their gove1·!1m~nt 
in the future . It is impo s"bl , on moral or legal ground , Ito Justify 
making the .\ rab in Pale tine, who e ance tors have lived there for 
o long, the ·ubj ct o the ,Jew . But it is qually impo ible to turn 

the clock back to befot· 1917 and subject 600,000 Jew to Arab 
dominaition. .\ny such conclu ion would imm diat ly I ad to an 
upri in of the (•ntire Jewi . h community. T herefore, one 1. clri,·en 
hack to one of the three compromise solution ·-partition, federation or 
cantoni ation. At fir t ight partition i • the mosit, attraeti,·e. It, wa 
r commended hy th Peel H.epott it ha not been tried, and it ha. 
all th attraction of a new med cine when other ha,· failed to cure the 
patient. 

The argument u e<l in upport of it is that, if people are quarrelling 
in one room, t hey ghould be put into <l1fiereut rooms. I hat rnay, or 
com· ·e, be the olut·on pro,i<l <l it can be nsure<l that l hey r main 
in different room . But I belie,e that, to be effecti,·e, partition can 
only come about by agreement bdtwe n Jews and Arabs. It is not a 
olution which can be impo ed from abon unless we arc prepared to 

maintain the diYi ion of the land by fore . If partition is adopted, 
.J ,w· h control 0Y r immigration into th Jewi h tale would 
a ppar ntly be gi,·en, and many of the argurnenlt against the creation 
of a Jewi h , tat would appl lo the , 'tate created by partition. I 
believe that the .\rah reaction to it would be far worse than it was lo 
the recomm ndation of the a<lmi ion of 100,000 immigrants, for, after 
all, the Arab would say that, by partition, the .Tew were getting un
limited immigrat ion and a portion of the land. 1 quite apprecial , o 
far a the Jew ' are concerned that partition might secur peace for 
a few yea1 . bu t I think it likely that it might l ad to a mor a ut 
and more diffi cult problem hereafter, a c: ry for leb•n. r m 1111 and. po . 1bl~·. 
stronger armed force to <lea! with it. It would clearly iead to artificially 
unmanageable frontiers, and lo some Arabs being ruled by Jews, and 
ome Jew bY ~\rahs. 

One has got lo face up lo lh i i u~. Either the lime has come when 
we mu t ay that Jew ancl ~\rab can no longer liYe together, or we 
must say tha t there is still hope of their getting on together if the 
obslac:le lo their doing o can b remoY d. If we come to the conclu ion 
that all hope of thei r hvmg together ha gone and tha t th y mu t l, kept 
separated. I ay that, in . pite of m~· critici m of partition , it i a better 
olution than th~ one wh_1c_h the Government have put forward today. 

I myself am agamst partition, and all the members of that Committee 
sign d the. Report becau e we wer again t it and becau e we then 
believed that it was not impossible for Jews and Arabs to go on work
ing together in the future. 

If we divide this country on the ba is that Jew. and Arab cannot, 
liYe together, It eems to me that we are not likely to ecur a reduction 
of their pre cnt nationali ti <.: feeling. I believe that that solution would 
be welcomed by ome ,Jew as a step towards their u ll imate objective 
of making Pale tine a Jewish tate particularly if it included mor land 
than they now own. But if that basic premise, that they cannot live 
together and mu t be eparated, i accept d w a1·e really sounding the 
death kn 11 of the Jewish nalional home. H Palestin i to support 
the natural growth of .Tew and Arab population , it mu. t haYe g1·eat]y 
increa ed indu trialisalion and inten ifiecl agriculture, and it i neces
a.ry, ,~hethe1: Pale tin~ is unitary, bipartite or tripartite, for its 

CCOf!Om1c urnval, that, 1!, J10_ulcl be an integral whole ec nomicaJJy and 
an IJ?t~g~-atecl part of the .l\f1~1dle Ea t_. .Are we going to ecure that 
by. dn-1dmg Jew from _Arab m Pale tmo? Are we going to make it 
e~s~e~ for the two nation . to ~1erge and become frien<l b. forming 
<l1vmo~ between them, which_ either side may not willing]~• accept? 

J udgmg by the two tests which I have put forward. reconciliation and 
finality. J belieYe that partition is _better tha_n federat~on. But partition 
doe not hold out very great prom1_ e of finality, and, m that connection, 
may I q~ote fr<;>m a document wl11ch wa handed to u in Palestine by 
11 ,Jew1 h 1 1 lance moYement and which i signed by the head of 

C'ommand of that movement? It contained the following pa sage, which 
makes me doubtful whether the e proposals for partition or ferleration 
will lead to the ab ence of violence : 

" ,ve hall not accept a ymbolic ill(]epenclence in a dwarf-like oken 
late which will not give us the chance of deYeloping all the r source 

of the country and creating here a safe a vlum for all Jew who are 
compelled or wish to come. ' • 
If I may_ turn to the proposals put forward by the Government today 

I would like to start my comment by aying that I hope they will 
!P d to more peace in that country. I have only had the chance of hear
mg what the Lord Pre ident has said . 

_ It appear to me t~ ~e a variant of partition, to have most of lhe 
cl1 advantages of partition and some additional ones. I think that if 
t he u~g~_ lion that the ,Jewi h Pro_Y\nce should control the polic within 
that p10, mce were a~opled the_ Bnti h would be held re pon ibl for all 
that w nt _wrong without haYmg any opportunity of maintaining law 
and orcl~r m the count~·y. Again. federation would mean unmanag able 
ho,un_,lane , th alloca~10n of land by _rac~. a~d I am orr that the Lord 
P1 1dent wa . not a h_ttle mot definite 111 h1s explanation when he said 
that tl~e ,Jew1 h P rovmce would include Jewish land an area between 
a_ncl a1ound the ttlement . That may cover a gr at d al or v ry 
ht 1 .•. and w ough~ to know, becau e when we are considering ither 
part1llon or fe<l~ration,. the fit ~ thing we want to know is what area 
1 to be taken mto wluch provmce the populations and th 
of the variou . province . \V had put before u • arly this yea/~1 ot:If:ci 
proposals wh1 ·h bear a remarkabl re emblance to the plan whi l ti 
Oovernm nt han _now adopted. I think I can almo t av that, \11 le 
w~re pro~ahl~- ntirely the same. We consid red them arid th C e~ 
m I tee reJect d th m. om 

I ,..-ill . a a few wor~ ahout the cheme which is befor us, h cau e 
t he detail m_e ve_ry important. The cheme fore u · would hav
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rover rl. I t hmk, rn th ,J \~i . h Province 301,000 Ara h • and 451 000 
,Jr w . It would have taken into the .J , i h ProYin r 68 p r t' ; 
1hr Arab ~it!u pla~tations, an<l 70 per cent. of the plain land ~:-l;iih 
n11ght he Jrr1gat d 1f wal r an be tak n th r . The ,l<•wi h ProYinc 
wo11l1l hav h, d 6~ per c n~. of the r venue, 12 per cent. b ini left 
for th Aiah Provm and ht_tl for th Central Government. I doubt 
wheth r that can work. But 1f we accept th a umption that ,Jew and 
.\ rah cannot ge_t on tog th r_, _I voulcl ha,e pref rr d th Oo,· rnmenl to 
l~av wm tra1~h for partition. Our olution was to put forward an 
lll('ent1ve to ·ollaboral1on anrl not to confli l and to mak ,J w and 

.\rah reali e that lhis inten ·e an<l exce fr nationali m is really harmful. 
I am orry that our r comm ndation o. 3 did not receive an emphatic 
endorsement on both side · of the ~\tlantic at the time of the publication 
of our lleporL and that so much empha is hould have been put upon 
the Hecommo;1dation with regard to the 100 000. I think the recomt 
mendalion th. t ther should be no Jewish or Arab domination wa , 
perhap , far more important for peace in Pale tine. It would remove 
.\rah fear , nd le en th t n ion. I agree that it, might involve a long 
tru lee hip or continuance of the Mandate, but I do not see any alterna
liYe to that, and I do not think th 0\' rnment' propo als will lead 
to a hol't ut olution. Indeed, I think what appear most difficult and 
mo t on rous will bo a short cut in the ncl. lf we can once remove 
from the .\rab the fear of domination by the Jew, and remove from 
the Jew the a piralion of domination ov r all tho Arab , I think we 
will have gone a. long wa.y toward enabl incr lho e two people to live 
together. I think the ATabs would then be able to take an entirely 
differ nt viow of the que lion of immigration, and they would not then 
r gar<l each Jew a a recruit for an illegal army. 

Jn that connection, I w ul<l lik lo say a. I ' W words about our recom• 
mendation ... o. 6 which, of course, will go by the board as I under
i- land it, in view of the Gov rnment statement loda,·. \Ve recommen<lccl 
there that the governing con ideration with regarcl lo all immigration 
~houl<l be the wellbeing of all in Palestine, and we did not recommend 
in our comment, which has to be read with the recommendation that 
in the new trusteeship agreement there shoul I be any obligati~n to 
facilitate Jewish immigrntion. Indeed, if on takes om,-comment there 
with our con~men~ on 1' commendation Xo. 7, where we point out that 
!he country 1 thickly_ POJ?Ula~ed <1;ncl unle s ther is a mar½ d change 
111 the m thod of cult1vat10n 1t w11l not carry much of an mcrease in 
population one ~ay well wonder whether, after th implementation of 
our recomruenclal1on of 100 000 there would be room for many more 
inhabitants in that land. Whether there would or would no't mu t 
depend_ to some extent on the practicability of the irrigation scheme , 
on wluch we wer unabl to express an opinion. \Ve may be asked 
why we recommended 100,000 immigrants to go from Europe into 
Pa le line. 
. Tha~ re ommendation was largely due to what we saw of the condi

tion 111 Europe, the great desirability for emptying the Jewish di . 
plac~d per on ' camp . and for giYing them some hoJ?e, and to the 
,Jewish ~\gency 's l>ron11 e lo look after them. The imnngration wa to 
take plac~ as rapidly as_ conditions would pern1it. I am orry to say 
that I. thmk recent action by the Jew in Palestine have made it 
more d1ffi ·ult, and may haYe delayed, if noL pre,·ented the immigration 
of t!1at number within the time which otherwise 1;1ight have b en 
po 1ble. I do not thiuk that ~me can moYe vi tims of war in Europe 
111to another arena where fightmg and violence i as frequent as it i 
at, present. 

That recommendation of ours was linked with recommendation ... o. 1 
and I am sorry, too, that no acLion on that recommendation has bee~ 
taken rom ~\pril 20 until now. We know that the United tate 
were admitting 39,000 of all nationalitie • this year, and now we are 
told by the Lord Pre ident that the -nited tate are re-umin (J' 
n_ormal immigrat~on and expect to receiYe 53,000 in each year from 
J;,urop an countr10 . One does not 'know how many Jews ·will be 
included in th t number, but we reported that there were 500,000 Jews 
who wan_ ed to lea,:e Europe, and that Palestine could not take them 
all. I w1 h the Vmted tatc , who recognise the situation in Europe 
wou!d s t an example-and it would ~e a Ye~·y helpful ~xample-by 
making a great and generous gesture m offermg to admit to within 
he~· shores . ome of the e victims of Kazi per ecution. I 1·emember 
bemg told m the course of the deliberation of this ommittee that 
~here wa:s scarcely a Pol~sh J ew urviving who had not got a relation 
ll1 Amen a. I fee] certain that manv of them would like to go to the 
l'nite~ tates i~ only the facilitie were available, and I feel tron~ly 
that, 1f fha~ attitude ~ould be adopted in the nited tate , it would 
lead to a different attitude on the part of the .\ rahs to the admi sion 
of a large number of Jew into Pale tine. 

Final_ly, I want to say_ a few word with regard to the land tran fer 
regulation and the Jew1 h .Agency. In our report we did not recom
mend the removal of protection to the Arab land cultivator. \Ve 
~·ecomme~ded that he _should ha~·e protection wherever he hould be 
m Pale tme. I appreciate the difficulties of the Lord President but 
I should haYe liked ~o know w!iat wer~ the powerful safeguard~ the 
.\ rab would pos ess m the .Tew1 h Provmce and tl,at the J ews would 
po ~e s in the Arab Province, in Yicw of tl1e local legi lative powers 
,~Juel! would be onfe:red upon th~ Governments of tho e provm es. 
'l otlnng ha be n a1d-perhap 1t cannot be said ye as to the 
fntur!: of the Jewi h_ .\gen~y. I hope that that Agency· will co-operate 
111ore m future th_an 1 has m the pa t. I hope, too, that it will b come 
)l JOr~ r~pre entatn·e of the Jew in Pale tine, and, in particular, that 
it will u~clude a~o~g it member representati t, of t he Agudas I rael, 
the orthodox r lunou Jews. Any solution which will bring peace 
lo the _I~o)y Land and, at the same time. lighten the intolerable burden 
on Br1h h shoulder' and on the Briti h _\ rmy will I am sure be 
welcomed by both ides of thi Hou e. • ' ' 

Lieut.-Colonel Harry Morris : I feel that no words of mine would 
adeq~ately convey th horror I felt ]a t w ek when I heard of the 
()lowmg up of th Ki~g David Hotel. I can clo no mor than . ay I regard 
it. _a do _mo t •!ew m th world out ide Pal tine, a an a t not only 
0 _f _111cred1Lle w1cke~ness ~ut of incredible stupidity. The Government 
. ,i, n_ow, a they aid durmg the la t Debate. what they wer ngaged 
111 domg. and what the~· were entitled to do to pre erve· law and order. 
• o one chall~nge~ the right of the 'overnment as the fandatorv Power, 
hut I hop it will _be remembered that th Government are ·only the 
Mandatory Pow~r m Pale tin ; Pale tine is not a B t·iti h olony; the 
·~ ws are not natrve . . and the ~hab are not natiYe who ar being. or ar 
11~~1,v to be. t,reated a are back~vard people in a British colony. The 
R11 h h GO\ eu~menl ha_Ye the ngh to maintain Jaw and order, but 
1 her 1!111 he Ill the rnmd of tho e who p ak for the Briti h GoYern
llleT.lt JU t what the OoYernment mean hv " law nnd bv " order." ;.! 1, 1

. the la, ?~ the lnnk and the tornmvgun, if it i • th law of 

1 P
1 1011, th~ Bnti ·h ,o,·ernment mu t not be urpri ed that the order 

t 1 Y ar s ek n t • t • • • 1. g o mam am I an unreal order th sort 0£ order that 
on Fom~l occa ion ma~· break out into the biftere t di order. 

1 or f d(fonrnm nt to talk about terrori m and no more Is to 
{'iow a 11•t a

1
m ntal di r ~aid of th ha. i of the who! poli y, This 

•OYernm n ta, a pa t in 01111 ·lion with thi matter. The right 
hon. ' ntl man th Lot <l Pre id nt of the C'ouncil, who ha spoken 
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about it, al o ha a pa t in c01~11 ·lion with it,. of ,~hich I will remind 
him in a iuom nt. \Vhen lalkm about tenon 111, 1t e 111. to me t.ltl' 
Government might consl(l r thi : \\ hy i 1t lha_l tho e "ho Jun· rn 
tho past b en ormnen<l d Ior their c•:-..emplary patience and fml!t-arallll' 
udd nly embark n a car er of t~1Tori m ! Why. i,- it ti! y b_cg1!1 to <lo 

thing which ~l~par n~ly th y did nol do. h lore ? ~\ 1_1~ _ 1 ~l l)!l'Y 
mantle t a sp1nt wllll:h th y ha, e not h1th_cllo 111,1ml tc~l ._ . I l~e 
Go,·t-rnm nt cannot •nlir l; 1·1<l thclll. ehe o! ·0111c re pm~ 1l11hly Ill 

thi. matter. lt 1 trn that when lhi :o,·t-rnt11t•nt l'allle rnto power 
th J ws, in Pal tin c l'tainly, • n<l Jews thrnughuu~ the ~,-odd, 
wcr nlilled to as uu that at la l there had com 111_to I, •rng a 
Go, mmcnt plcdg •<l, and fully pl <lgc<l, lo support ~he 1<l a ot ll1l' 
;r wi ·h national h me. ,vh n l _-ay "pledged,'' that 1 • xaclly whal 
I mean. It is id\ for the Ji ore1gn , ecre~ary lo pretend that rcs~lu
tion. wh· h had 1, en pa d in . un •edmg lOnl •r nc •s- apart _110111 

ob· •rvatlon mad in announ ·cm nt • from th' U_o\'ernment J•_ronl 
Ben •h in thi llous •-w 1· il'I' . pon. ilil ou~lnu l. rn th . enthu. 1a. 111 
or a Labour Pall conf r n • . _Th •y wer • ,- •nou. an~ t· n. ul •r1:d r • o\u. 
lutions, which had b n ·ontamcd in a •t clt'l'laral1on ol 1Kil11 y. 

I am r min<lin, hon. l\Iember· oppo 1te wl~a~ ~he• polil·y wa . I 1~11tl,•1·-. 
stand that a. Yery larg part of th re pon 11,ility i_or the .1noduc.t1on ?l 
this particular handbook belongs to the Lord Pre~Hlcnt ol the (oum·il, 

who open d this D bat . . 

J it r ally urpri ·ing that when th L.i bou!· l>art~ ca111 . mto l! Wl•'.; 

la t y ar th, Jews of the wod<l hailed th 11· co1!1111f w1lh dt•h.g~!l_. 
Th y relied on the Party pleclrre to upport th Hlea of tl~l' ,Jc ,~1 It 
national home. ther hon. ~Iember:s l1a,·e .~pok n f the _mt nt1on. 
in r g rel to Pal tin , and I ha,·e h a1·d .~ _w1. I~ leader. :walll t "ho111 
there is no ch'arg o[ any orl of co~phc1ty m th _n• ·c!1l ~rnlra •<•: 
an<l British lea<l-ers a well, who haYe .aid that th l n;;1011 m I al l1111 
r.va rowing to incr dible h igh~ .' and th n' ,~as bound lo b an 
ev ntual outburst. I that ·urpri,;m •, wh •11 _dunn tJw,- 12 _months, 
nothing has hap1 ned-and when l . ay 11oth111 ,, l m an nolhmg. Ju 
~ ovember of ]a t year the Foreign ecn lary annom,H'('(l _lo_ a Yt•ry 
surpri ed Hou e that he int nded to :.. t. up a 11 'W ( 01111111.· 1011, an_d 
he wa a ked by m in F bru3:ry what h_ !' ·p1•l'lccl lo gt-l fr m 1l 
that he J1acl not g t from prcnou • ('01111111 • ·1011 ; h wa. ,al,,o _a.~ d 
what he would do about it wh n h ot the reporL of that ( omm1 . 1011, 
wheth r he would implement it d cisi?n or wou_lcl there ~1 cl lay, 
further t mporisin , and woulcl the ten 10n grow . llll fmther? 

r 0 011 , xcu e r : ek. to con<lon trrron m, hut. it em. lo m '. 
that if we do not ex, mine the backgroull(] of t 1ro~·i. 111 w ar 111a111-
fe:..ting a fundam ntal di. re~ar~l or th. whol q,m•st1on. \\ h! .' 11 the 
delay about the pr . nt .oluhon, wlnl'h th (,O\' rnmcnl h,L\ k pl, 
to th mselves while the ten ion ha been g ll mg wor e?. 1 he Lo,:d 
Pr id nt of th 'ouncil eonw along like a c njmor produl'lng a rablnt 
out of a hat-a rabbit which ha;;, appa1· ntly already •scap d ancl 
creat cl a certam amount of mi ·hi f. 

One more word about that particular policy. It h,. aid 
that i ha all th di adrnnta • of partition with n of an 
tage . It is a policy which, though th .Y th m h· ha, . cl <I 
it in th pa t, this Government now bring her a a. ~ol~l ion ~nd 
fulfilment of all the ple<lg s and promi cs they made. 111! _pohcy, 
o far a we have b en able to judg from the Pre s? and it 1 'cry 

difficult' indeed to form any tangible views. on th policr a. ~•xpr s~ cl 
b the Lord President this afternoon, env1:ag om thing like tlus : 
1[ p r cent. of the land of l>a]_e _tine go t lh J " ; 40 per. enl. 
or o to the Arab , and the Britt h GoYcrnment . have th 1· mamcl r. 
'\l h do the Briti h GoY rnment l1aYe th remamde1? _P rl_1ap ~lw 
answer i thi . During the la t D bate we had on Pal t111e m win ·h 
I had the opportunity of takm part I sugg led to the ovemm nl 
that it would apr ear-T put it no higher than that-that !h y r.v~rn 
4Jlayi11g lhe gam f I owt•r politil'. in the \l_iddlt- E.-i;;t "111\r paym~ 
lip rYice to tho ideals of .. '.O. H that 1s not trut-, perhaps the 
Governm nt will l 11 u what thi: mean. : "Trt-aty [ .\ llianc hclwt-en 
His ~laje.ty in r' pe•t of t.h Pnill'd King??m and _His lli•hnl'. tht
Emir of Tran jordan." It i. a t~eat..y o! n11l_1tary alli, nc bclw ~1 tht> 
Briti h Gov mment and th Emir of 'I.ran JOrcl n, 1 ur 1 and unply 
a military allianc and 1~othing. 11101 • ,~·. wonde_r d,_ a.· wt- were 
entitled to wonder what 1t wa: m th political 111 titulton of Tran -
jordan which ha ~ compelle<:1 the admiration ?f His )faj ly'. .:O,· rn-
ruent a lo warrant th ranting of uch an al11anec. 

Kr. Raikes: The hou .. and gallant ' ntl man th _Member fo1· . n_tral 
h ffielcl (Lieut- olon l Morri ) ha paint cl the p1ctu~ mor ~·mdly 

than I could. Fa] h p • w re. unclouht clly, rat,-('d m the mmcl: of 
many Jew· by th Labour P:irty ~ fore that P~rty bcca_mc tl_1 C: wrn
menl. It o often ha1 p n 111 llus world particularly m tl11s l'otmtry, 
I think, t.hal m n find, when they ~om to o,·ernment, and hav 
re pon ibilit many thing far mor • cl1fficult lo do than they app ar !1 
to b before. T verl hele . , hope fal cly arou ed alway ha\' ,•v1l 
eff t a time go g on. B yond saying that,_ I do not pr po. to 
omm nt on the pa t. I want to look, a: c rtam other hon. J mh rs 

hav , a little to the future. 
I am c rtain of one thing b yond . long a a 

that Pale tine i simply and olely a oluhon to th prob! m of 1 

Jewry, we are in for di appointment. , 1a e va t number 
Jew in Europe today, many of _whom hav go to b found n _w h?me . 
It i little ironic that aft r w l1ave fought th g1 ate t war rn h1 
for fre dom and, pr u:nably, among t other thing_. to bring fr <lorn t 
the J w a well a to olher that there ar till uch va t numb r 
of J w who, probably rightly, ar longing lo g t away from Europ . 
Be that a it may there are still everal hundr d thousand who canno 
g t away. The· :nu t h ve .a~ out) t , and ~n.1 and_ until the nited 

lal s of \ merica Great Br1ta10 and the Br1l1 h Emp1r , and th gr at 
civili cl nation of the world ar prepared lo tak their quot. of th 
m n an,l women w hall never get a chang of heart in h .\rah world. 

One of m main riti i ms of the nglo-Am rican C'ommitt e' Report, 
on whi h i want lo ay • word 01· two, i that in it th re ar fin 
phra about th Holy Land and tl1 broth rhood of man: They ar_ 
doll d • bout all through the Report. Th y .-pr adnmahl enli
mept , hu t, neverlhele s, are not th sor of thing to appeal to tho who 
ar xp ted to tak 100,000 e. tra J w into a mall ountJ y about half 
th iz of ale , whil b hind the high moral pl litud th 
Chri tian nation or tl1 world ar not reall. making ven a e tur . 

I )5 

l takc> till' , icw that. tlw ,lewi-.h prohlc111 11 •in~ a-. it i,,~ "!1:ttt•,·t·~· 
amount of i1111111 •1ation o! ,J(•w • tlwr m, y han• lo lw. tl11• l•,1!IJllll' a110 

.\nH•ri ·,t hould b pn•pan•d to takl• , quota. and a ub ... ta!1t1al quota. 
of llwsc ,I •w::;. l[ we do that we can thc•n turn to tht• Pal!'slmc prohll•111 
with an •a ·ic•1 t·onsl'ienec, hl' ·au c> tlw11, in ti11H', w • 111a~· . Ul'l'('t'd lll 

, rnu 111 • a fl'l•ling among-.t the .A r,th~ th, t dew not_ P:-:i. l to1h!y- t ht• 
ft>elin, that we arc rPally prc•pan•1l I play om pa1:t 111 houldc•nn~ tht• 
hurden, a111l a1t' not trying to force 1l on to tho. l' 111 otlw1 part ol th· 
worlcl who an• \\l'ak. 

Mr. Gallacher: Thi qu • lion ha.· two facl'ls. '1111•1(• i_-. the si111yll' 
dirl'l'I 0l11tio11- and thc•n• is 11e1 othc•r. One ean pla~· aliuut \\ 1th t·antont. a
t ion. f!'ch•1ali,,ation and pa1Lil1011, but th •n• i. 111tt' 0l11tio11 c_mly. ancl that 
i • indt•pl•llcll•lllt lor Palt•sti.iw. \\ hc•n ~ make• that ,-u~ •c•. tu111_. _I am tolcl 
that \1 we gi ,·e ind_epl•1tdl'nt·1• to Pal,·sl llH', takt: a way t lw B11t 1-._h t ro1.'p; 
and, 111-.t,acl of ll'lllll • th1•111 h,, ktlll•cl tlwn•. h1111~ th!'111 ho111c• - ,11Hl \\h~ 
shoulJ tltl'\' not he hrnught ho111, to tltt•it· mo hPr-. ancl la111ili1•-.- tha_t, tlw 
.\rah and

0

,ll'WS will. laughtl'l' one another. llu1 J a_111 al-.o told !hat 11 ll_w 
troops nn hrn11ght awa~· from ~ndia !ht- )f.u hm at_11~ Il_111du will 
slau •hl<>r one another. Tlw sa11w rn ]rp(and, 11 th' pa1t1t1on 1-, n•JllOH'll 
Catholic an1\ Prolt- tant will ll'ar on anollwr to pi«'n' . T it 1101 

'.\ ,· ry, ign·ncan and _a\' ry ini t,•r thin~ lh:tt whpn• B1_it\h li'.q>•rial: 
1. L 111fhwnc 1s pn·don11nant, tht•M• 1111aill'r. u • 1mpul cs <•:-..1 .. l . 1 .1y l:1k1 
awav thi. un. :wou1·,· influ(•nc· . awl ord111a1 ~· p op IP "tit flllcl w:iy!-

and. mt-,111. of lt,ing 'to •ethe1 in ha1mony and c·oo1wralion. That I lltt• 
solut1011. 

Th lll'\.t <Jill' lion, and one wh 'l'h ha. ~o h1• 1h•alt with. i. that 
of anti- 't-milLi. m. 1t can only lw de, It with wh<'n one und<•rslan,~ 
and g ls at thr l'!lll · !' of anti, 't'llliti 1~1. T ,h:1,·t h<'a!·d 111any fin'.' <l'r!ti • 
m nl t-:-..ru·es. l'd m conn<'d1011 \\Ith it. 1111s (]Ill t10n o tlw . 0l11~1on 
or anti, 'emit.' 111 i • r ,tat •d to tlw q11 • lion of indc•p<•ntlt•nt:•' fm Pal1·st1m•. 
Ther i a .-N10u. wan• of anti , '•miti. m \\ hit h is hc•ing rnco1nag 11 
L>y the higlwr-up in Pak. line•. Tlw , i ws ~:qll1' • yd h~· C:_r1w1 al Bai k(•r 
ar disgrace', and thi.- man . houltl IH' m1mt•cl1at<•ly w lhdrawn , nd 
vigorou ly pro. cut d hy tlw \\"ar C~flil· . \Yp a11' told they arc 11111lt•1· 
a. h avv st min. Of co111 .. 1 t lw sold1 r. and offic •r~ t ht-re arr m1,kr a 
h avy • rain. But it dot-. not m, lter how ht-, ,y thl' st1ain is if . lllh 
entimen ar not 1ll.'1cl1• the, will not 011w out. 

In principl I ha, P alw. y. • ht- n a~ain ·t l rrorisl a 'l. . Manv of 
th young men an1l wo111( n, . f<•w ypnr. ago, had no hon~hl 'thal 
th y ,;onld h in th po. it ion in whil'h lht-y :11 • 111 today. Tlwy a1" 
Zionist . Th<>v hclin d in Palestint- for th Zioni. l • and in a ,fowish 
,'tat . in Pal •~in . TL was an illn ·1011; it was a l,{O'il i111po ihh• of 
r alisation. 

Kr. Janner: ,vas no tlw lan1la1l, al'lnall~· giwn hy 52 nation:'! 
Was it not l'Onfirt1H1l hv .\ m nm? .\ n,I wa.· not that th Z1omst 
pt· ncipl a.· Lor,l R. lfo1i'r declar <1 it? 

Kr. Gallacher : 1 do no ·ar, i there wen• , lnrndr ,1 lhon arnl 
m. ndal" . Tt i. an illn:i II tha Pall'. Im• coul1l h 111 11.h' sen ,, that 
th Ziom. l. pn it forw, rd, a ,Tt-wi·h ,'tat . . t Zionist m ling.: I 
hav llwcl o per u d< th m th.:L they WN . king after omethmg 
impos:1hl •. Th~y conld tell mt- t l!nt lh ~ had _t~w support of m11d1 
mot mpor ant and mu ·h more' 111flu nllal pohtH·al lt-a<l<'rs than I. 
It s euwil l lh m ihalL the goal was pra ·tically r 'aliscd. , 'o th all 
went, forw r<l. Anoth r hort man·h and they would h th r . Th .V 
mad a hort m rch and am up again ta hri ·k wall . Tn llw :\fandntc. 
Pal tin ha t o hanks. On om• s1rl i. Tr, n. jonl:111ia. Jt i a part 
of Pal . t1m n• ogni • <1 a. . uch in tht- ::Uandat althoul,{h cliffor nt 
tr atmcnt h. 11 o b gi\'en to it compared with th other part of 
J'ale lin . Tran jordan ha· always l..,e n reeogn ·. t-d a· a part of 
Pait- tin<'; ahout that lht-ro i no qn tion. ,Yhat haJ)pent-,1? nt-w 
rc•gim nnd r Emir Abdullah ·amc into heing in Tran jorclan. T. 
lh r anv 11 mo !'av urnl r th Emir Ahclnllah in that l'0nntrv? T 
th r any Parliame11t, a cl Jll0('rat ic- ('Otml'i I or a ,lcmonat i . 01,Tani. a lion 
of any k1111l? Th r s nothmg. 

Mr. Quinton Bogg : On a point of Order. T und r. ta1Hl that he 
Hu I r to whom th" hon. M •mb r is r f rring i. a reigning so, r ign, 
King Abdullah of Tran jonlan, and any refer TI( wh 'ch i. <1 rogatory 
to a. ruling , o,· r ign who i • a fri nclly .\ lly, :. not in Order in thi 
Hous . 

Kr. Gallacher : I am sony, but T clo noL think I mad• , ny reflecL'on. 
All I said wa that lher, was no Padiam nt no dc1110 Taltt· ('Onneil. no 
<lomo ·rntic organisation of anv kind. \Ve ha, mad a tr at with 
ttho Emir or Transjordan, which givt- to thi. exalt d p•r on, ge a ~r al 
tract of t nilory, and lhi • xall d p r onag • is agt'<' able that the 
Brit h troop houl<l r ma.in th 1· . )l.o doubt h will n cl lht-m. 
Thi happ n when the Zioni young m n and wom n are looking 
forward agerly to th r ali a, ion o th ir hop . in regard lo Pal stin<• 
as a hom for th J •w . an w not appr ciat lh t rribll' hlow that 
thi i to th ir hop ? Th goal wa n a1· and th n thi. happen<>cl. 
A cl peratc ncl futile olulion o ·curs to 1th n1. On th• road to th ' r 
goal which i o n ar th r i. r ·ted a road blo ·k, a1Hl in a last 
dosp rat effort they b Ii v th y an bla that road hlo k out of th, 
way. \ l' an understand th ir r a on, ,though wo cannot ympalhise 
with their m thod . • · 

Kr. William Tee~ng: .\flt-r h a1·ing th nry impr oluti II of the 
hon. ~[ mh r for " t F1 e (~Ir. :Ulla ·h r), tha w houlll c-lear out 
of Pal tin , I began to won<l r wh th r there wa an\· n d for thi: 
D hat at all. I am quit e; rtain that the ,o,·e1·nm ni I h. t th v 
ha\'e a far mor diffi ·ult problem to cit-al with than that. I woul;l 
lik to a~l<l my prol abou h way in whi ·h th oluti n propo d 
by th (,ov rnmcnt hav b n put h fo1 u. to-dav. th wav. ·11 fa ·I. 
in whi ·h th who! of this Pal .tin problm1 ha • h n d al with h 
tho Con•rnm n in th Fon•ign , • 'I' arv' . t, l<•m nt la L ·o\t-lllhc1:. 
At that ti111 w wer a. k d n L to p ak about thi maUt-r. not to 
a k an qu lion for f•ar that w would aron <' f •ling in Pal<' inc. 
Th n ·am th D hat in February, ancl at O1at tim it wa. al o • 
·on ider •.d b,. man_y to b um·i e th,· we. houlil . a~: wha w thought 

b au • m1gh m om w y aff d h ·al<' n gohation . The n . t 
D bat wa for cl on u hv th, arre ·t. of m mh 1 ol th Jt-1-•i h 
..\gen y. • 

To-night w find our h in a p ition of gr at difficultv in trving 
lo hring forward con r t ·u_irgt> tfon aft r ha ·~ng had only , ,·ery 
brief noti of the plan whil'h the T;()rd Pr . 1d nt of th Counril 
announ d and whi ·h, no doubt, h kn w ahout a long tim ag 
c rtainly ,·. ral da. ago. Th n ar thing w ha,· had to an . 
tl11ng of d 'tail ha com from m lion. and learned Fri nd h )femb' r 
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for Daventrv (Mr. Manningham~Buller), who pointed out how similar 
were the Government's proposals to those which were put forward by 
an official to the .Anglo-American Commi sion. All that was told us 
there i CT1a't the Jews will have control of certain parts of the country 
in which there are a large number of Arabs. I remember, after the 
last war, the refusal of the Danes to take any parts of Germany from 
the Germans, because they did not want to have a huge and unwilling 
minority in their area. \ ill the Jews be blamed if they do not like 
this new P,ropo al? They are not even in the po ition of the Da~es, 
living in their own country. They are-and many seem to forget it
from many parts of the world. They are not Jews from one nation, 
who Lave· been all along in Palestine. They have come from many 
places. \Vo have been treating them recently as if they were a 
Colony. When people talk about atrocities and fighting and resistance 
among them they are inclined to think of them as being British 
people who are doing these dreadful things, whereas vast number 
have never been to Britain in their lives, and know nothing of Great 
Britain, except the officials they see in Jerusalem and the troops we 
send to that country. People are apt to forget that. 

The Jews are to be asked to take in Arabs without themselves 
being a proper nation :is yet. I am certain ~t will not b_e possible~ or 
feasible. or do I thmk that the Arabs will accept this suggestion. 
They are to be giyen a lot of money, I underst_and, and I 'Yould like 
the .Mimster wlio is to reply to the Debate to give us some idea as to 
whether the Arab tate around Palestine are not themselves quite 
well off at the present time. The Je'Ys, presumab!y, are n_ot to be 
given m~mey, becau~e they can. get it from Je':'118!1 relations and 
friends in Great Bntam and America. The Arabs, it 1s suggested, are 
always poor. But are they so ~oor? I think they ~ave done bet_ter, 
since the 1914 war, than people m many other countries, and certamly 
as well as the Jews in what has been given to them in Palestine. 
Furthermore, what have they done for us in return? Certainly less than 
the Jews. Be that as it may, I am certain that the solutions which 
have been presented to us to-day will not be acceptable to either side, 
and that we shall be faced with as difficult a position in a few 
months, or .weeks, as we have been in the more recent past. 

The Labour Party have promised, and made every Jew in Palestine 
believe, that when they got into power they would give everything 
to the Jews, but since coming into power they have procrastinated, 
and by their procrastination have ~ade peopl~ very desperate. . 

~believe that the more one studies the Jewish Agency, and what 1t 
has done and tried to do in the past, the more one .will come 
to the conclu ion that the main rea on it is now fast losing its hold 
is that the Britit;h Government have for too long promised something 
and not given it. To my mind, the Jewi h Agency soon will have 
completely lost control, and everything will be in the hands of the 
terrorists; there will be the same situation as with the l.R.A. in 
Ireland after the 1914-18 war. 

All this we have to think of in regard to Palestine. As has been 
mentioned already, there is always the possibility that, in the years 
to come, we shall need Palestine from the strategic point of view. 
The final thing to be remembered about the Irish situation is that, in 
the end, the solution of having partition was brought about really 
becaw,e of our need for friendship with the nited States and because 
of the pressure that was brought to bear by the United States. To
day, there seems to be a somewhat similar situation. In the end we 
shall find ourselves in a much more difficult position 'because we 
have not had the courfige to come to a decision and get un with 
the job before so many people were killed. Anti-Semiti m i un
doubtedly growing very fa;:;t in this country, and it ought to be 
stopped. I refuse to believe that all these atrocities, horr:ble and 
disturbing though_ ~hey are. and thou_gh our t~oops are s~ffer_ing them, 
are the responsib1hty of all Jewry m Palestine. I mamtain that if 
the Jews had been properly backed by the British Government, and if 
the British Government's promises had been carried out, there would 
have been none of this whatsoever. Therefore, I am inclined to think 
that the Labour Government have a great deal of responsibility, and 
will have more responsibility, if they do not take care, for the troubles 
in that country at the present time. 

There has been very little reference to the Christians in Palestine. 
Why should not the Christians be in control of the country? We 
went there and fought in the Crusades in the old days in order to 
take that country from the Arabs and keep it for Christianity. \Ve 
have now got it. Many of us were proud when Allenby marched in 
early after the last war; to-day everY'body iis, talking about giving the 
country to the Arabs and the Jews. I maintain that it is our Christian 
duty to keep that count:y to look af_ter it, and to make it possible ior 
Jews to go there. My right hon. Friend the Member for \Vest Bristol 
(Mr. St_anley) said ~that 30 years is long enough after lthe Balfour 
declaration to show that the Balfour dream will not work. How can 
30 years be enough. For 1,000 years the Arabs have been there. 
For. 2,000 years the lew~ have been wandering. How can it be 
poss1bl~ ior them to settle down, to get to know each other and to 
agree m 30 years ? 

llr. Thomas Reid : I did not intend to depart an inch from the 
statement made by the Lord President with regard to the solution 
before the House as "a basis of this di,;cussion " ibut I could not 
let pa s some. of the statemenf m_ade by the hon. ;nd learned Member 
(:l\Ir. C. Davie ). After all, he 1s the leader of the Liberals in this 
Hou e and therefore holds a respo~sible position, and I am ,-orry to 
say that he has n_iade statements which are not hi torically correct. He 
bega~ by referr!ng to the B~lfo~r . De~laration of 1917 and saying 
practically t_hat it_ me~nt nothing _if it did not mean a Jewish tat , , 
I have studied ht !hmg very mmutely, and it is a fact that before 
the B~lfour Declaration w~s 1s ued the political Zionist¢> placed before 
the Bn_ti h Government vanou drafts in which they explicitly demanded 
!1' JeWis~ tate or . omm~mwealth .. _Apart from lthe illegality and 
unmorality of the thmg, . :n my op1mon the worst thing we can do 
~o the Jews of the w?rld_ 1 to se~ up a Jewish tate in Palestine. It 
1s the bo!1e of contention m Pale tme and the main cause of the trouble 
and until the requ~ t of !the politic_al Zionists for a Jewish tate ·; 
abandoned there will be no peace m Pale.:tine. .A a friend of the 
~ows I. appeal ~ a~I Jews in this House, some of whom are prominent 
lll ~cw1sh ~ubhc life and. take pa:t in Zioni t meetings~ to throw in 
~heir _lot with lthe A rahs lll Pal tme and evolve a Pal stinian tate 
m which they would have an imm n e power for good. ' 

I appeal to tJie Arab , who are fai: away, to try to settle thi problem 
~t long la t. rhere are r presentatives of the Jew -strong Zionists-

in this House. I appeal to them-I am a friend ~f theirs-to try in 
their own intere t to settle this prnblem by abandoning once and for all 
the demand for a. Jewish tate. I appeal to the hon. 1\lember for West 
Leicester (.Mr. Janner). He and l have often discussed 1t. We do 
not always agree, but I have a profound re pect for hi sincerity. 

llr. Kenneth Lindsay: The only rea ·on I dare speak on this subject, 
for I have no special knowledge, is that ~ haye recell:tly_ been in 
Palestine; though I have long taken a. theoretical u:~terest m !t, and_ as 
a Junior .Mini ter sitting on the Front Bench, I did somethrng which 
is regarded as a. serious thing-I ab tained from voting on the 1939 
White Paper. I did it becau e I had been to Europe and Lccause I 
felt so horrified at the condition of the Jews and could see no finality to 
the Government policy. In February I was in Jerusalem and ha.di the 
experience of living there for nearly two months during a period when 
the terrorism was partly in process -and partly withdrawn d~ring_ the 
stay of the Committee. I say that my only rea on for speakmg 1s to 
try to convey in a few sentences a little of the atmo phere I found 
there. nless the Colonial Secretary or some other Minister can make 
a defence of the Government, which I am prepared to believe they have 
got, the story of this last year demands some criticism. 

The condition in Pale tine in January was quite impo ible. It was 
su pended civil war. It is not only the Irgun or these tenorist organ
i ations. It is almost every boy and girl. \Ve are dealing with the 
whole population. I will recount, two tor~es. A Jewish lady who had 
been to an American university herself wanted her daughter to go to 
the same college. In my presence her daughter said, " Mother, you 
may go to America, but I am not going. I am staying here. I am 
dying for my country." I have another story of a girl in one of the 
best settlements I visited, Ben Shemen. The Jew Dr. Lehmann, who 
ran that school, said : •• That is my daughter pas ing by. You might 
think he was going to ome college, but she is going to the rockiest 
place in Palestine to start a new settlement, and nothing I can do will 
stop her." 

Tra.n.sjordania has been given what is called independence, and I 
heard comments about that. People a ked what it meant and made 
disparaging remarks about 300,000 Bedouins being looked, after. They 
asked whether they could have some ort of consideration. Whatever 
the Committee reported, I believe it would have made little diffe1ence. 
I talked to Arab and Jewish leaders day after day. I visited about 
15 settlements and many industries. During that time the Committee 
was partly in t.he country, and it was my experience that as the om
mittee i·eceded there was a joke in Palestine, " Mercy for the Jews; 
J' ustice for the Arabs; Palestine for the British." 

If the future of Palestine is to be ettled by the votes of millions of 
American citizens, and if the future of Pale tine is to be affected so 
largely by outside influences, both Arab and British, I do not t~ink 
there is any future at all. ntil the la t few days, I was wholly agamst 
any form of partitioning. I do not b~lieve we have ever t!ied to m_ake 
the fandate work. '\Ve have two entirely separ~te worlds m education, 
and a fiery nationali m which was condemned by the Peel Report, was 
condemned by the Anglo_-American Report, a~d ~s now condemned by 
the Mc air Report, which has COJ?e out withm th_e last 24 hours. 
There is no common purpose. What 1s t'he good of talkmg about Canada 
or even of outh frica? There are two entirely different systems of 
education, two out.ireJy different languages. To Arabic is taught in the 
.Jewish schools and no Hebrew in the Ara'b schools. Do not let us 
fool ourselves. 

Kr. S. Silverman: There are not many Arab schools at all. 
llr. Lindsay: There are about 400 Arab schools, and to our eternal 

discredit the Ar~bs themselves a.re paying for many of them. This is 
not a normal country. it is a. police State. I thought they were 
Colleges at first, but wherever one goes be sees these vast Police Posts. 
It is an impossible situation, and I say to my right hon. and. learned 
Friend the President of the Boa.rd of Trade that, if it was necessary for 
three Ministers to go to India, it is probably necessary for somebody 
to go to the Middle East before the situation gets hopeless. Hon. Mem
bers may think that is a rather foolish suggestion, but I would like to 
go further an~ lose the ide~tity of p_arty on this question. It would not 
be at all bad if somebody hke the right hon. Member for Warwick and 
Leamington (Mr. Eden) went with members of the Government. I 
know hon. l\Iembers may say, "Precious little security for them if 
they did," or " What a hopeless thing to do at this late hour." 

I_ have a letter from a friend of mine in Tel Aviv and he writes 
trymg to put a good face on it-this is only three we~ks ago : 

"The se_a-shore is thick with happy families bathing : Normal life 
may yet kill both the Army and the Hagana.'' 

This i~ a British official writing. There are thousands of people in 
Palestme who ~an CO-O(>erat~, Jews and Arabs. They co-operated to 
do a whole series of thmg~ m th~ war, because there was a common 
purpose_. But now th~re IS n~thmg left to co-operate about. I do 
not believe we ever tried to give responsibility. Time and again, as 
pr. ~agnes says, we made a half ,hearted attempt. I think partition 
1s a m1sta~e, and _we are o:r:ily pushing the problem a little further aside. 
I speak with feeln~g on this, because anyone who has had the privilege 
a~d c_hance o_f gomg t~rough that beautiful country, with its great 
scientific _agriculture, . its research work at Rehovoth, knows that 
trachoma.. is not the ~1sease, tuberculosis is not the disease cholera is 
not the d1seas~the disease is politics and fanaticism. Unles; enlighten
ment c~n come m through some door there is no hope These oun 
Jews will fight to the d~ath in Hagar{a, or Irgun. • y g 

l'ttr. S. N. Evans: It 1s all very well for hon. Members on both sides 
of the House to seek to lay the blame for recent happenings in Palest· 
on the Labo~r Government, but the fact is that for 25 ears th me 
lem of Palestme has b~en be~evilled by high powered, heivily subsi~::d 
propaganda. and emotion, with a paucity of logic Emotion · 
good petrol but a shockingly had driver. • IS a very 

We have to warn those who failed to co-o erate in h · 
murderers that events in the King David Hotel ha th . appre en~mg 
at King's Cross. For the first time in m _ve eir ~epercuss1ons 
working men are talking in their pubs ala e~l~b~en;;, thrdbnaiy ?ecenJ 

~i~~v~~kth!:~~~~~/ot Ji~£=~~~ ohuars blads are dbeitr:g subj!cte~r i!r Pai:S-
b 11 • • • . een ma e o some words utt d Y e. ga ant and d1stmgmshed British sold. • 'h ere_ 
duty. ier m ~ e course of his 

To get this matter in the right r ·t · 
go over the background to this recfne[5g:fb~::k o? 1:1elessary Thbrieflby to 
ground was that the Briti h and A • v10 ence. e ack-
of the difficulties surrounding a co~~~~cyain Go}rnmh len200ts, OOOfu lly conscious 

w ic , , Arabs and 
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half as many Jews lived, set up a commit.lee to investigate and report. 
In due course that committee reported unanimously, and made several 
recommendations. The technician , the experts, were then set to work 
to examine the mechanics of the e recommendations, inclutling the 
assimilation, transportation, housing, feeding, clothing and employment 
of the 100,000 persons it was thought desirable to evacuate from Europe. 

That was the background, and it might haYe been thought that 
tranquillity would reign, at any rate for the period in which these 
problems were being considered; but not so. An outbreak of violence 
unprecedented in ferocity wa set m train, and in due course the British 
Government were compelled to take tho steps which they have taken. 

Brigadier Low : I want to say a wo1-d Ol' two on th diffi ulty o[ 
re tormg and ma·ntaining law and order in that country today. \\'e 
all know how the situation has deteriorated in the past six month . 
\Ve know it has deteriorated so much that our troops there have now 
been given, we understand, full powers. I hope the olonial ecretary 
will tell us whether or not they are full powers, or only modified 
powers, or whether tthey are restricted in any way. They have be n 
given Jull powers to deal with the terrorists in the country. That 
task ·n peace time is a job which no soldier who has done it ver wi he 
to have to carry out again, and it is a job the diffici1lty 0£ which 
canndt really be understood by those who have not done it. 

ow I want to refer to the letter of General Barker the full text 
0£ which I do not believe any hon. Member has seen, and which I 
doubt if the Government have fully considered. Yot it is the letter 
on which some hon. Members have seen fit lo condemn, out of hantl, 
a high officer of the Army. ·whatever words 1that officer has found 
it necessary to use, I venture to suggest that the error which he made 
is certainly no greater than the error of the hon . .M mber who stands 
up in th s House and accuses a general of " vulgar anti- cmi1tism." 
Surely, it is the duty of all of us in this House to uphold the confi
dence which our troops, in this difficult situation, have in their com
manders? I venture to suggest thaJt the Lord President has done little 
service to the country today, by announcing, befo1·c the Government 
J1ave had time to look into this matt.er, that they dis ociate themS-Olves 
from the terms of that letter. Until we are told .the term which the 
General used in thait letter, until we have seen the words which he 
actually used and until we know the contents of the 1 t.ter, and the 
circumstances in which it was written how can we condemn the 
General or dissociate ourselves from the letter? 

1 hope that, a the result of the opinion which the Government seem 
to have formed upon General Barker's action, they are not going to 
make it more difficult for our troops 'n Palestine to carry out th ir 
job, by restricting their powers and by hamstringing their commanders. 
I do not know whether they have appointed any man with great 
political knowledge to assist our commanders in Palestine in the samo 
way as our commanders-in-chief dur·ng the war had Ministers of Stato 
or political advisers to assist them. If they have not, it might bl.' 
well worth their while to consider the wisdom of appointing som onl.' 
with greait political knowledga and understanding of the peoples w·th 
whom the generals in Palestine are dealing, so that the burden of any 
commander out there may be lightened, and so that, if the Government 
do find that mistakes have been made, such mistakes shall not be 
re_peated. T_he proposals put to us today will need t-0 be studied. They 
will be studied by hon. Members of this House and, as other proposals 
were studied in India., by the people to whom they refer. Just as in 
India, no proposals will be of any avail unless they are accepted by the 
part· es concerned. 

Therefore, these proposals will be of no avail unless Jew and Arab 
accept them. By "Jew and Arab," I believe we mean th opinion 
of world Jewry and of the Arab League and the Arab world. .Mu h 
emphasis has been laid upon the con ultations with world Jewry. J 
have heard far too little of consultations- with Arab opinion. I am 
sorry tha.t the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is not here today. 
I regret h • s illness as much as others in this House. He has more than 
once reminded this House that Palestine is part of the Middle East. 
No decision can be reached unle s we bear in mind that the Ara;b in 
Palestine are culturally connected w~th the Arabs who live around 
them, that the economics in Palestine must be connected with the 
economics of the M. ddle East, and we can never exclude t,he fact that 
rthe strategic interests of Palestine, whether they be British, Arab or 
universal, are connected with the surrounding country. I hope that, in 
due courso, the Jews and the Arabs will come to the council table 
with His :Majesty's Government, and will discuss these and any other 
proposals which may be submitted for I am conv:nced that only by 
discussion and by getting a conciliatory atmosphere, can we get down 
to the real problem of producing a scheme for the future of Palest.ine, 
which will meet with the general consent of Jews and Arabs in 
Palestine and of all peoples throughou,t the world. 

Colonel Wigg : There are one or two aspects of th Palestine prob
lem which have a s ·gnificance beyond the problem itself. There are 
Members of this House who think that if we could remove all the 
Jews from Palestine the Arabs would then settle down and Jive a lire 
of peace and harmony w~th themselves and with us, but I b lieve that 
the experiences during the period between the war and, indeed, during 
the war itself do not bear out that suggestion. The Colon'al Offi e 
was responsible for the administration of Iraq from the time when 
General Maude captmed Baghdad onwards, and the hisltory of what 
has happened in Iraq does not support the view that if there had not 
been a Jewish problem, the Arabs would welcome our administration. 
Indeed during the war the Iraqi Arab se·zed the opportunity to 
ltry to take their affairs into their own hand . [AN HoN. b:~rnER: 
" Why not? "] I am not arguing that they hon d not have done so. 
I am trying to establish the point that the solution to the Arab problem 
does not depend upon lthe elimination of the Jews. 

The point I want to make over and above that, is that the Colonial 
Office administration of Palestine :s called in question bv what the 
hon. and gallant Member for - orth Blackpool (Brigadier Low) called 
the breakdown of law and order. It is true that there is a breakdown 
of law and order, and that point to the fact that there has been a 
failure on the part of the civil administration. The oldier is not alled 
in to carry out a policing function with the aid of tanks and imilar 
weapon until the civil authority ha failed to di cha.r~e it duty. I 
think the Government, as a whole. bear a respon ibihty which t11ey 
cannot avoid merely by ealli11g in Field-1\lar hal l\fontp;omery or u~ing 
his pr tige, when a military commander, iaced with an impo~·ible 

situation-to use an e. pr ><sion of my hon. Friend tho lembcr for 
\V dncsbury plr. . . Ernns)-acts in<li • reetly. Tho 'ommand •r 
there is called upon lo deal with 70,000 or 80,000 men anncd with 
mortars, and certainly ol,h r light weapon , with what, is probably an 
inacl quate force. He is forced lo take action under instruction · from 
the Gov rnment at home, and h~ i asked to handle it i11 such a way 
as not lo cau e a. violent reaction 0£ public opinion, not nly lo this 
country but al o in the nit d tat s. IL is a. frighlful thing to a k 
th soldier to do a job that the civil aclmini tration has faile<l lo do 
without giving him adequate means for carrying it, out. 

I now turn for a moment to omo of the vents of th past, few w eks, 
from which th Governm nt. cannot cs p re. pon.-.;ibility. Th ·Foreign 

ecretary, speaking in Bourn mouth, u.ecl thee words:-
" H w puL 100,000 ,J w into Pale tine lo-morrow, I will have to 

put anolher clivi ion of lhiti h troop th r . I am not prnpared to 
do it." 

It is true lo say that, although he i not pr part>d lo put tho 100,000 
Jew i11lo Paleslin , th extra divi.ion is ther(;. It is ther , I . uggest, 
because the Government ar not fully- informed as to what, i happen
ing. I am as ur a a private individual can bo of the ki11d of advi e 
the overnment are getting, I have no cloubt they are being told that 
troop ar training at, U10 leash; that po ilive aclio11 ha got to b 
taken, and orders are given accordingly. I do not believe such :uh·ice 
is wholly true. I have a. letter from a private soldier, a con titu nt 
of mine, who expre s admiration for what he calls " the guts of 
the Jew . " He goes on lo m. k the point-and this is one of his 
worrie , and one of the worries of other privat soldiers serving in 
Pale:tine--thaL if, as a re ult of merican opinion w have to put 
100,000 J ws into Palestine, th n I t .American troops come and help to 
enforce law a.nd order. His Iaje ly's l:overnment ought not to be so 
tender lo American. opinion. 

I hope Hi :Maje ty's Government will not . ek to hide behind the 
kind of solution which tho Lor<l President of the Council put aero. 
this a.ft moon. It i not new, and it leaves the Government open to 
the charge lhat what has been put forward to-clay could have been 
put forward a year ago. I quite agr e with the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman the ::\lcmb r for r orth Blackpool, that the fir t job is lo 
enforce law and order. The parallel i what. happen d in Ireland. In 
, hort we ha\·e to ecuro a11 armi tire b fore a11y olution is po sible. 
It is quite improper to ask the military commander on the "pot, or, 
indeed, the High Commi, ioner, lo tackl what i , after all a politica,l 
problem. lay I r mind the IIous of what happened during the war? 
Ia the ledilerranean theatr we had Field -Mar hal Alexander, a. 
soldier of very great exp rience and a man of affairs. Yet attached 
to his staff-perhaps I am putting it a little crudely-there was the 
right hon. Gentleman the [ mber for Bromley {l\Ir. II. rfacmillan) to 
aclvi. on political affairs. I suggest very ea.me tly that a. member of 
the Government of Cahi11et rank should go out and seek a solu ion in 
J rnsal m. That is where this probl m will hav to be soh· d. It 
cannot he solved by asking Brili,sh troops to pay the price for the 
polili al mi tak s which are tho onseq_uenco of the mi takes of policy 
in the p,1~t. 

Kajor Tutton Beamiah : First of all, I want to appeal to hon. 
lembers on both sides of the House, and particularly on the opposite 
i<le, to cast uide what I might call woolly thinking and sentimentality. 

There h s been too much of that altogether in conneotion with this 
problem. [An IIoN. l\f&rnER: "Why exclusively this s ·<le? "] I did 
not say exclusively that side. I believe the terms of reference of the 
Committee were wrong, in that they confu ed the pligh1t of the Jews 
in Europe-for which we all feel very much-with the actual future 
of Palestine under Brit,ish mandate. The two problems annot be 

ntirely perat-ed, but rthoy should not be confu d Lo that exl,ent.. 
In Poland, for example, out of . ome four million J ws before the 

war, only 80,000 are supposed to be alive to-day, apart from 
some 200,000 or 300,000, according to official Poli. h figures, who have 
had an nforced tay at the invitation of Marshal Stalin in Siberia since 
1939. I have b en to u chwitz, and I know of the appalling and 
incredible sftffering of the Jews there, and of the Poles themselves, 
and we are all de perately sorry for the plight of the Jews in Europe. 
As anothe1· example, many hon. l\fembers in the past, and I think even 
to-day, have str eel the fact that some 26 000 Pal tinian Jew , mo t 
of whom were member of Hagana, volunt red for the British Forces 
during the war and ther have been people who have been only too 
quick lo compare that with the number of Arab · who volunteer d. To 
my way of thinking, tha.t i an extraneous issue. I know too, of lhf' 
rising in the Warsaw Ghetto, about which very little is known. I 
have actually seen the space in ,var, aw where thou, ands upon thou ands 
of Jews lo t their lives before General Bor's rising, a spa which now 
ha not one brick landing upon another, about two miles wide by one 
mile. About 400,000 out of the 600,000 Jews in Pale tine ar supposed 
to have close relations now in Europe among 1,500,000 survivors, and 
J imagin it would be also true to say that almost, every one of the 
1,500,000 survivors could claim to ha.vo a relation in Palestine. \Ve all 
a<lmiro the Jewish contribution to the war effor~, and we havo great 
ympathy with their suffering , but neith r our admiration nor our 

sympathy should be allowed to fog the is ue of the problem 0£ Pale:::tine. 
That is the fir. t point I want to make. 

-ext, I want to draw a contrast between the behaviour of the Arabs 
from 1936-1939 and the behaviour of the Jews ince J-Day. It wa 
reliably estimated that in 1938 some two-thirds of the Arab population 
were rnpport rs of lfaj Amin Hu eini, the Grand l\Iufti, and perhaps 
the other third were npporters of Fakri Bey ra ha hibi. The number 
of armed Arabs was never large, voral hundreds perhaps, a thousand 
at the mo t, and mosL of them came from yria under the command 
of Ar f Abdul Razzek and under the direct orders, of cour e of the 
Grand l\fufti. ' 

The population a a whole, how ver, were not behind the Arab 
rising. I 1:cnow thi, very well, and _I can tell hon. I mbers from my 
own xpenence that the great<> t difficulty one had as an officer in 
thos day was to maintain di ipline, which wa. excellent in i~eU 
amongst one's men, becau o soon a they were 1 ft alone they would 
be making friend with the rahs whi h, at that moment, was incom
patible with th ir duty. On would find them playing with tbe kids at 
th very time when there were armed gangst rs in the vicinity. We 
never lacked Arab helper in those day . and ther were v r few villages 
ind ed, to which one went-and other hon. I mber who wer tlier~ 
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will bear me out-,diere one wa not offered a cup of coffee or a glass 
of arrack, which was belter still. 

On the Jewi h side of th p·ctur , w~ all kn:>ow ~hat }r?m 
1936 to 1939 Hagana openly c:ollabo1:ate<l with the I ~le tm I ,ohcc 
and, indeed, we actually formed a Jewish ettlement police, and OI~an
i ed armed and trained men. They took full ~dvantage of that 1act. 
In 1940, we saw the ece ion of the two terrori t movements. Rec~nt 
event have shown a all hon. 1\lember know, clo e collaboration 
between the two tenori t group and Hagana, and, wo~st of all, betw~en 
them and the J ewi h gency the ]alter fact not comrng as a surprise, 
I may say, to any of tho e·_~f u ~vho kept clo ely in_ touch wil_h_ t_he 
ituation. But this i the pomt I wish to draw from this : the_ acbv1~1es 

of the Jewi h terrorists in Palestine would now be absolutely 1mposs1ble 
had they not got the backing of the very large majority of the Jewi~h 
population. I do not think that we should rose ~1ght of that fact lll 
considering the whole matter. Let us, therefore, giv ~ur ':•holehea1:ted 
support to the actions of the Genera.l Officer Commanding m Palestme, 
an<l ignore such irre. pon. ible outbursts a that of the ~1011 •. Gentlem3:n 
fr. . ilverman-whom I see in the Hou e but not rn his place-m 

questioning the Prime Mini ter last week. 
Mr. Lever : I have never my el£ been a Jewi h nationali. t. I hav 

never upporte<l extrem natio~ali m in Palestine or_ in Great Tiritai1_1. 
I hold no br"ef foi· the Jewish Agency leaders m much o~ the~r 
prnpaganda, particularly that adopted in th ~-nited t~t. s_ a_nd m this 
country. 'till less have I any sympathy with the nlla1mes of the 
terrorists of the extreme national moY ment in Palestine. I am som -
what sickened at the mealy-mouthed hypocrisy which permeates the 
atmosphere whenever the terrori ts are discussed in thi House. The e 
terrorists are villainous, stupid and unbalanced people. If anyone 
is respon ible for the death of Jew , Arabs and Englishm n in Pales
tine, it is those who have fomented the desperation of these terrorists, 
and encouraged their extreme nationalist ambit:ons, withoult any hope 
of their being fulfilled. \Yhen we have played on the hopes of a 
tortured people and encouraged desperate young men in their am
bitions, it will not do to come into this House' and salti fy ourselves in 
c1 smug way by merely rebuking them with some p ·ous generali ations 
about law and order. 

I claim the right to concern myself about the afety of the British 
Tommy. I take the Yiew that anyone who really cares about the 
intores of the British oldier in Pale tine i J1ot content with cheer
ing on the kind of tupidity which will lead to further bloods11ed and 
deaths. I hold the view that it is ometimes contemptible for hon. 
}!embers of this House to attack general or civil servants for carrying 
out a general policy. But General Barker was 11ot carrying out the 
Government' policy when he is ued the tupid, inflammatory and 
in ulting message to his commanders which he did. I hold the view that 
perhaps now that the Government have disas ociated tbemselve from 
his remarks and indicated that appropriate action i being considered, 

~ the be t thing than hon. Members can do i to suggest alternative po ts 
for this general. 

ormally, when a. general is canying ouit a policy which he is orclerec.1 
to carry out by the Government, only a. fool or a knave would 
venture to hud abu e at his head. Thi general has gone far beyond 
that. ,vithout thought of the consequeuces, Jl(' has b en guilty of an 
act of grave irrespon ibility which will inflame the situation there and 
cau e lo s of life and embittered feeling which cannot be id the 
intere t of our oldier . 

,-vs ought to be a little more candid in thi Hou e and outside 
a to "Yhat i . our <;>bject in Pales~ine. It is no good deploring the 
fact that out 1de th1 Hou e, relation between Jew and Gentile are 
being made worse becau e of terrori t action in Palestine. It i no 
good deploring it unle s you explain to the Britiph people where the 
re ponsibility lies for the events in Palestine, why you are there and 
what you propose to do about it Why are we in Palestine? ~t us 
be clear about our purpose. Are we lil Pale tine a tru te for .the 
local population? I am a much concerned for the welfare of the 
Arab population as for the Jewish. Are we there beca;se we need 
a i,trategic ha e? Do not ay that we are there as tru tee if we are 
there mainly for trategical rea{:ions, or to ecure our oil ·upplies or 
even to improve the value of oil company share . Do not be me~ly
mou thed. Do not give windy lecture~ to exa perated Jews 
who have temporarily lo t their rea on. Be honest about it and 
tell them _within what limit they can have votes, or no vote ;t all. 
I feel a httle sorry that the hon. fember for Cambridge niver ity 
{l\lr. Pickthorn) did not have a chai~ce to ,s.peak to-day, because 
ha would probab~y have. made a ;eah t ap_proach to this subject, 
from the Tory '.Pornt of view .. _I thrnk that 1 oflen to be preferred 
to ~he more d1shon~ t mor~1 mg that one o often hear on this 
subiect._ If we are rn ~ale tme as tru tee for the Jewi h and Arab 
popula~1~n , let u be q_mte clear that our :iction are_ t,olely conditioned 
by. then welfare. It I rather a novel interpretation of tru tee hip 
ac~10"!1 for oi:ie . tru tee t_o lock up another and to a a ult the bene
!iciar1e : Tiu 1s ~omelhmg that i novel t~ me, peaking a a lawyer, 
m_ the mterpretat1on of trust . That apphe whether one dealing 
with the Jew or th Arab . 

Second Day of the Debate. 
Augu. t 1st, 1946. 

The President of the Boar~ of Trade (Sir Stafford Cripps): I think 
everybody who wa pre ·ent m the House yesterday must have been 
struck by th con tructive pirit in which the Debate was canied 
fo1·war~, and al o by the excellently objective temper in, which this 
very_ difficult problem was approached. Perhap the Debate illu trated 
by it content, the extreme difficultie of the ituation • for whil~ 
there was plenty of healthy critici m a regards the sol~tion 'of this 
p_roblem in the future, little wa advanced by iway of propo d .alterna
t1_ve course , other th~n thos whic~ have been t11oroughly explored, 
1the~ by the omrmttee of Inqmry or by the expert committee 

m~nt10ned by my right hon. Friend. Thi afternoon I propose to deal 
with the tuture of Palestine, a~d to leave to m right hon. Friend 
the olomal cretary, wl10 will be peaking later in the Debate 
all ~h? e ~any qu stion_ that have b en rai ed wilh :regard to th; 
admm1strahon of Pale bne and past action under the )f and ate. Of 
cour , he i. far more familiar with all the d tail , of tho e matters 
than I could pos ibly b . 

However, befor dealing with the Iuture, l must make on m~t~cr 
quite clear as regard the p1~esent and !110 recent pa t. The Bnl1 h 
Government a , the responsible authonty under the fandate, ar 
cletermined~-and I think this determination was supported from all 
side of the House y~ terday-that the future of Palestine hall not 
be decided by terrorism a1'.d l>y violence. "·e have fought the greal_e t 
war in history lo m,tabh. h that there are better . ways of oh-mg 
political and economic problems lhan the u e of vwlence and brut 
force. It would be a betrayal of all that we and the democ~atic 1>~oples 
of the world ham suffered to achieve what ""e ha,·e aclneved, 1[ we 
wern now to gi\'e way before the mu~'derous as '.1ult of terrori ts 
ia Pale"tine or any other country. It 1s encouragn10' to know tl1a 
o many Jews ,tlwoughout the vorld hav~ di o:wned lhe.e gangs of 

terrori ts, by whom, indeed, ~o much d1scred1t has been brought. 
to the Jewi h ca e. Law and order mtrt be pre er\'ed, at whateYer 
cost. \Ye ask the many non-terr~rist Jews. who form the va t 
majority o[ the population of Palest11'.e, not _merely to condemn the e 
excesses but to give their support m routmg out the perpetrators 
of them. A has been repeatedly said in the cour e of the Debat , 
there can of com. e be no olution of the Palestinian problem by 
mere . suppre ion, h~wever es ential at any given m_oment th'.1t m~y 
be in order to rpre erve law and order. Our ultimate obJect 1s, 
and mu t be the attainment of self-gonrnment by the two peoples 
of Pale tine. ' For solving thi . intractable difficulty, made intractable 
by the history of e\'ent.s ever ince !he fir t world ,.v~r--e,·ent for 
which this Government, anyway, are m no way re pon 1ble-we need 
a great constructiYe effort, not only on the part of the British 
Parliament and Government, but on the part of all tho e who reali e 
the gravity lo the world of the i sues ,vith which we are dealing. 

This i not a matter in which partisanship can be of any help, 
difficult though it may be i~r tho e whose sympa~hies haye ~een 
.-trongly enti-ained upon one 1cle or the other .. It_ 1s essential, 1f a 
solution is to be found, that we houlcl loo,k obJec:tn-ely at the prob
lem. One of the most gratifying aspect of the Debate ye lerday, 
as I have mentioned, was the great deg1·ee of objectivity shown 
by practically all those who poke. That does ~ot, of cour~e, mean 
we hould disregard the very real a~d deep sentiment of e_1ther _the 
Arabs or the J ews. This is no mechamcal problem, but one wlnch ar1 e 
out of those very sent.im nts. Therefore, we m~st both under t~nd 
and appreciate the feelings, the hopes and the desire of both _parties, 
encouraged, indeed,. a many. of ~hem have be_en, by syrnpath1 _er of 
all kinds from outside Palestme 1tself. The ·)ugh coUTt of Parliament 
is in this ca e in the position of a high court of equity, and not 
tC:: be bound by' rigid and legalistic !ules or the ~etic~lou . inter~re~a
tion of documents but rather, trymg to exerc1 e w1th 1mpartiahty 
a wise and equitable judgment. There are two claimants to Pale tine, 
both of whom have a good case to put forward, and we might indeed 
wish that we could reach a decision by a judgment of olomon, but 
in thi case th re is equal objection on both_ sides to_ a sol~tjon by 
partition, and so l>y that rneaus we cannot ac1neve a quick dec1s1on. 

The facts of the case can be ,simply lated. The Je,ws, persecuted 
and maltr led throughout lhe ontinent of Europ , seek a homeland 
in Pal stine, which they con ider wa promi ed to them after the 
last war. Hundreds of thousands of them have already gone to 
Pale tine, purchased land and initiated acliYities of every kind, as 
indeed 1mde1· the Mandate it wa contemplated that they would. Over 
large tracts of <:ounl.1·y they have establi hed themselves a citizens 
of Palestine, and there are still hundreds of thou ands who eek 
admission from the devastated countries of Europe, where so many 
of their co-religionist ·have been tortured and murdered. There would 
indeed be no one who could resi t th claim of the Jews were it 
not for the claims put forward with equal strength by the Arabs. 
Our ympathies, of coUl'se, must ,be trongly engaged by the long 
persecuted race o[ Jews, who under Nazidom have suffered more 
than any other peopl in the history of the world, but those sym
pathies do not- entitle us to act unjustly to others. To the Arab 
in Palestine, it is, of course, a part of lheir homeland, too. They 
have inhabited it for generations, and they ee themselves liable to 
be driven out, or t.o be subject to the rule of alien jmmigrants intrn
duced against their ,wishes, and despite their protest·. It i small 
comfort to the pos es or of property, that someone else can make 
better use of it than he can Jiimself. It i the basis of his livelihood 
and- he regard it a hi.' home, in which he has a right of occupation~ 

Hist?ry has been har~ upon Pale line, attempting a it has done 
to satisfy tho e two directly ·oppo ed and inconsistent claim . It 
is too late now, P.ven if it were ever desirable, to go back upon that 
h_istor_y of the last 25 years. The Jews have been brought to P ale -
tme m great numbers, and the Arabs till remain ther<', and no 
future can be worked out, except upon the ha is of these ine capable 
facts. .1. either of the people can b_e rnmoved; they must either 
be kept perpetually apart by force m separated territorie , or be 
allowed to fight out to a violent and. bitter end t.heir differences or 
some arrangement must be ought which may eventually allow them 
t~ dwell togeth~r in pea?e and, in harmony. No one, of cour e, 
disputes that tlus la.Uer 1 the best way provided that it proves 
po ible, and it i~ up. to all tho ~ who !e~l deeply the dangers and 
tragedy of the s1tuat1011 to exense their statesmanship to achieve 
su h an arrangement. It i undoubtedly trne tha.t in the pre ent 
temper of the two peoples, recently still further exacerbated by the 
terrori t outrages, a compromise is exce ively difficult. "\Ve may 
h~ve to <'nYi. age the need for laying ~lown conditions which we hop

0

e 
.will lead ultimately to that omprom1 c, and to go forward with a 
plan o constructed. 

The basi of lh plan that ha been pl'Oposed i a scheme of 
provincial autonomy upon a cantonal ba i . It object is to obviate 
an immediate partition with all the inevitable diffi cultie of inter
national boundaries, the cutting of communications which have been 
established, the etting up of tariff barrier and all the re t which 
goe with two independ nt territori s, and al;:o with the abandonment 
of the hope of any ultimate coming together oI the two races in a 
sing] t rritory. The term of that plan were so fully given by 
my hight hon. Friend ye terday_ that I do not propo e to repeat them, 
but I would attempt to d al with those points of criticism that aro e 
during yesterday' JJ bate, bearing in mind that no solution tl1at 
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human ing nuity can 11~ 'l' l will I, pcl'le,· l in tht• cu • ol lllf' tin~ 
fully the demand. of hoth ides. That i,. i111po .. ililt•. The most that 
we tan do, in fairnr s lo ,h•w:.. and .\ral1s alike, i lo try to p1onde 
a large a mea ure of eH-goYernmcnt within a li1111tcd tc-nit rv a. 
thl' ._jze of that t(•nitorv will allow. ~o far a:-. Wt' oursl'hl'~ 'an• 
(· m· rn d, it i. equally f111pol'tant for u . to i-f'tain the goo1l "ill of 
both rac . Th •re is not hin~ to h gai II d for 011 r country hv 
nr:itagon! in~ eitlwr_ side. and Wl' arc ec\ually anxiou-. to wai11tai1; ot .. t. 
friend lnp both with the ,IC'w tltrou, 1out the world and with 1hr 
great .\rab population · o th ~lul<lle Ea,-t. 

F11·_, I would lik lo cleal with the Yerv natural eriti,·i m that 
thi-. matter ha~ he n dela,· •d. an1l that it· ha. h en finallv thnt. t 
upon th Hou ·e o mm01;- with inadequat notie1• of th 1;ropo al ·. 
The key to the mul rstarnlm~ of that position lie . m our mo,.t l'arn<'.-t 
(l{'~il'e to brin' our fri nd::: of tlw l ' nit, ·d , late f . \ml'rica into 
('011 ultation and agreement. That i not only h t·au e of our Tf'll ral 
de!-ii-e to work id hy ide \\' tlh them upo;, thee world prohl1•m. , 
hut al Lecau. e or thf' . p cial int rl'. t which thev ha, l' tak n in thf' 
Pale tinian prohlt·m w111g to their o.wn larg • .Jc.wi:-.h population . 
It wa as far haek a .· .\ugn t of la:t year that Pre. iclent Truman 
a.cldre e<l to the Prinw \f111i ter hi · r que t for th(• i111m cliall• admi . 
. ion of 100,000 Jew!- to Pale. tin . It wa. quit• ob\'iou-. that tlw 
~ntrod~clion _of . Ul'h la1·gt• 1111mbers of ,Jewi:-.h immi~rnnt~ wa:-. 
1mpo "tble without a reat 1h•al of plan11ing and fina11ce, and al. o 

xcepL as part of a gf'n<>ral scheme which would r<'as uri• the .\rah 
population a to the ituatton. . I reovei-, 1t wa es,.ential, as ::e, <>ml 
peaker •have pointed out in th D •bate, that thi. prohlem ol the 

J'e:-.cue of ~h~ .Jew: from EuroJP J10ulcl not he reganle<l (•:1.dn!liHl~ 
a_ a P, le t1man prohlem. Wr, th<'ref re, s t ahout immrrlial<' neg tia 
hon to achieve• a joint .\nglo-.\merican rnn ideration of the wholt• 
problem, the prohlern of the d1. po!-ition of thos • .lew who dC' 1re1l 
l•J e cap• from the condiliou • under which manv or them were "till 
.·nff rm r in Euro11 •. • 

rnfortunately, thi ,was hy no mean th• 011ly urgenL int rnational 
matter which had to b tackle1l at, that t1ml'. Other matter. abo 
daimed immedi'lte attention. On 13th . O\l'111her we wer ablf' to 
.announce that a joint committe woulcl lie appointed. \\'I' hail 
at"hi \' cl our ohj ctiYC of joint l'Oll ideration of the problem ,\ ith thl' 
t ·nite<l tat :-. of .\metfra. On 10th D<'('C111l1er wr wer ahll' to ~iw 
the nam of the C'ommilt P, whil'l1 nterP,I fort!twiLh upon it dutie . , 
and, ultimat ly, procluc cl a mo t ,alualil <· Hrport, wl1t l' h wn pul> 
Ji h l on Lt :\lay o thi: year. \Y w ·re l'Ommil t l'd, a~ l haY 
aid, o a joint inquiry, and w h p cl that <:oml,in 11 adion would 

follow joint inquiry, fo1· we beli ,·e<l, as .we lieli1•,e now, that ,llt'h 
\'0111hine~ action woulcl h far mot'l' pot nt. and mon• like!~ to 11 r1· tl, 
than , t1on by our ehcs alone. 

T l1e R port of the joint ('omm1tle of lnqull'~' \\ils, n tlt Hou. • 
will ha,e en from p ·1•u ·ing it, in a ,·en· rr1wral form in it · r 1·0111 -
mendalion . The form, for in lance, or' Hecommcndation 3. wliid1 
has often h en re erred to in l11is Deha e, ts a ~oo,1 illu . lrntio11 ol 
that iart. It ""a nec:e;:;::;ary, lhl•r •l'or , to wo1k oul from the •en1·ral 
r l'OllllllerHlaLion a pre ·i plan, for it i, to lie oh:en·etl- all(l this 
mu t alway b bon11' in mind-that the n •eoinmendation • fonned 
one l'Omplete s rie ancl conlll not be «I nl with . t'parntelv, in i. ola 
tio_n . The R port was rnrefully halanlecl . o as to gi,c' pr fp1•p111·1• 
neither to the Arab nor to the ,Jew, hut to h fn1r to both. "·"· 
tl1 n •t'ore, ought immedial agr l'mcnt hy t he• rnitt>d , late· of .\nw1 il'a 
to a J in l'xamin'ltion of the C'o111millec·s Hcport hy a team of Brili~h 
and .\m rican offi t· ial , with a vi w to w0t·ki11 , out ;111 a ,re •cl plan 
of a lt ion. 

The nited , tale of .\111c1fra wisht·<l, fir t. lo t:011 ult 0111~- ahou l n commendation 2 the introdtl\ 11011 of 100.000 i111111igi-ant . 111ul l'nl 
a team for that purpo ·c alon in ,I un, of this yea!'. lhongh wt' poinlul out 
out that the . •hc111c Hilt . t h rn11 1dNcd a whol •; :11111 1t was not 
until the beginning of ,Julr that the co11,.11ltalio11 011 tltl' a • t of th 
sh me coulcl b start d. 'lhe repo1t of thi - latt •r exa111i11at1011. whi1 h 
wa 1 ferred to y slenla~ by 111~- right h 11. Ft ll'n<l a · thl' e:-.pcl'l . • 
1·cpon,, and which wa • caniecl through with ,·cry great •xpC'llit1011 
and t..horouglm .-,., wa. not finally retei, <l by the (;oHrnment till 
Frit!ay last, and was thcu imultancously ub111ilt <1 lo \\"a hingto11; 
but till yesterday morning we did not retei,· • the re:-pot1:-f' of the 
rnited tale ' ,cnernlll('llt. .o lhaL it wa: not po ihlp lo gi,e tlw 
Hou, • any infonuatio11 until m, 1 i d1t hou. F1 i •11d lhe Loni P1 idt>nl 
open tile D bale y lcrday. • The need fo r ag1 ment i • erlai11l~ 
a, t!et ying f .. cto1· iu man~ diflkult i11te1'llalio11al Illa Lt 1::-, hut I a111 
t·e1 tam lhat th Hou:-e will a rec with m lhaL tlw 00Yernn1e11t w •1 
right in eeking thal air1ee111e11t, e,·eu thou h may ha,e meant a 
Lertam amounL f dela~· in th' pt ·es ·. 

~ ·o\v let me cow lo the 111 tit oi the sch 111 . 1t ha 
gener,tlly agr f'd in this De ball' t ha ther .tie thr' po ·sibl' alterna 
tiY for Pall• tin i11 tit ft1t111·•- partilion whi h th right !ton. 
(.,entleman the lem11 1 fo1• \Ye J ri,.lol ()fr. , tanley) pr fen d; l h(• 
pre:-. ut. • ·heme, o1• ·0111 thin of that charader; ant!, thirdly. tl11· 
l lum lo th, . fafu.~ ,1,,,,. It i to be oh. 1 ,· cl tltal th 1 ·01m11t•1~cla 
t ion of the ( 011111 1ill c f lnqui1 ~- make 110 ~p •cifi •. 1 • ·0111111e111lal1011,. 
011 ho v the go" rnmcnt of P:.tle tine houl<l L ca111 d on und 1 ro11 -
ti1111111 ::\Iandat or th• trn tee hip a r •enwnt th,tt will up r de it. 
~\ 11 t11cy do is to Jay down • !'lain genernl p1i11 ·ipl • in ~hl•(•· Hl•co111 
rncn lation 3, and it wa 111 th labornlion of tho p1:111c1ple that 
till' p 1 _ nt •h 111 wa aclc ptt>d- ad pl1•,l h~· thf' . unan11,nou: ag1 ''. · 
111ent f our Wll < ntl !ht• rnit('d late • 1ep1 • •11l._1l1\'e: ~h t _unam
lllOU::, agreement, would. perhap", alo1w b • a ~ffi ·1 nt JU .t~fi:ation for 
m· ·e1 .tan , but I will. lh ,· •1'lh •le. , II al w1 h th cnll ·1 111 th~t 
hay b en ad\'anced, L •ariu, alway in . mind that. t_hl' . ·hem: 1 
h,1. ,,1 upon th principl • · of Heco111me11dat1on 3 of lh • JOllll C ommitl 't> 
uf lnquiry. 

Th. riti·Lm fall 111111e1 thtct• heacl. Fit:-t, lh la ·k of finnlil\· ; 
·on ly. that on moH• allcmpl . hould ha, h • •n mad lo achi -~· ' 

th unitary , v tem: tl11nlh. that law antl 01 d r houlcl not h' 
ct-uh-al hu\ • p1-o,·inc:ial ;uhjl' •t. L •.l rn. deal with th • tin ' 

rit1t·1 ms. Ther ne,cr an b finality 111 uch. an ang 111e11t 
the . •, p ciallv wl1-11 a d •i ion i L ing . ought 111 an atmo ·ph '.1 ' 
of \'l't. high t i1 ion. W hat i 1 •quired i a t mpor~ry lat . f affa11 
whi ·h i • ca.pa bl of h ing a lt,lll ilion to ,onw ult11nat d _sir d '? 11 • 

lu.:.ion. Partition it-, in a . en:-.e, 110 11101 final th, n fecll•rati 11 • \\ ho 

c~n. ay for in tall l' •, that J1cla11d lta~ r•achcJ finality in lw1 con titu • 
tum! .\11 tlw • a nan '111t•11t arl' tagl'::, in R con tautly ,lt•n•lup111 • 
wutld 1lual10n. ,'011H•, it i: I till', \\ ill last for a 1011 'l't ', ,111d .-0111u 
for ,~ hortcr t 1111e; hut, notH• of llH'lll l'illl Ul' 11• •a1 dt•,I as final \\ t' 
helicn. that p.ntitio11 w ,uld Lt• tOt> Yiolcnl and ut!d •n a olutio11, 1t 
wo~ild, 111or '?' l'r, lead to , •rl•at, 111a11~ ptadil'al lliffic11lti1• , many of 
which the nght !ton. ( :l'11tll•111an rnentt011l'd Y{",ll•ttlay. and to a mo.·t 
tla1w•ro11s late ol ltil•tio11, {'\'l'II if it coult! bt• achi H'<l at all ,,ithout 
th• applitalio11 of font•. wlti ·h i e.xtn•111 •ly doubtful. :\101 •on•1· it 
'l' •a_tly di111i11i l!es any futur11 hOJ> of a~t uni tar) Pale. l11w. 'thl• 

pu tlHlll~ of whtt'h wt> houhl l'l'rl, 111l_y 1101 \\ish to {':l.l ludl•. .\1 ll'a~t , 
wo wt h to JH' ':,Cr\' • ,, d atlll' of uch a thing happl•n111g. On th1• 
other han1I, m11· prnpo.,,tl may ht> ; t1an . it ion ithl•t· to partition or 
to :omc fonn of fed 1,d 1111io11 . whi, h \ er pni, 1• to lw t hl' !wt t1•1· or 
IIHHo praclil'al in tht• light of till• <'::\pc rie1tl' • gait1l•tl d111111g that, 
t ta 11s1t 1011al periot! . 

'Ilw s cont! point i • thaL W{' rnulJ ha\' i, n tlw 11111lary . dtl'lllC ' 
on 111on• t11al J do 110I th111k that that \\.IS urgl•d \\ilh an~ \'ery 
~•eat dt>gt t• of 1·011,1111011 . \\l' n•1tatlll~ ht•lte,e that surh a ltia.l 
1s nol now po ,.jJil1• . \\ltall'\tt 111a,· h,t\'l' lw1•11 the l'il"t' cn•11 a f w 
month a o. • • 

Kr. Austin . \\"ht•11 t !1 nght hon . an.J lf'arn Ai lll•nt leman . 1waks 
about. lh • unitary ~d• •tn , would h1 • not agn•c that it \\1111ld Ill' pral' 
til'ahlt> 1111dt•1· tlw 111,tntlc of , ',ualis111 i11 l'alt• ti11e u11d1•r wh11 h Aral> 
and ,I w could Jn·e tog1•ti1 't III a dl•1tt0 1,11 ~? 

Sir S . Cripps : Xo. I a111 ,1ft-iad that in tll!· ,-tatt• ol na1·1·rh.1lio11 
of f•t•ling 111 Pal ,-.lull at tlw JlH' l't1I ti111~ it would not be poss1hle 
lo bring .\tah ,,nd ,Jpw lo~l•llt1•1 into ;111 dll'l ' ti,1• 1111ita1y (:on•nt11u•11.t, 
,vhat{'\l' l' p1 tnciplP t !tat Uon•111tt1l 1tt \H'll' go111 • Lo appl~ . L do noL 
tlti11k, iucl C'll. thl'll' ,lie man~· pC'11pl1· 111 th1. 11011 • • who would ha,1• 
any la 1th Ill the . 1tl·1'l':-" ol twit a furl hl'r l'Xp1•nm •11t t•\ l' lt ii wt• 
l'Ould get thl· two partil' lugPther Lo 111ake thl• attl'IIIJI I. 

.\ • n'ganl . thl' l't'ntrnli al ion of law and ordl•t·. it i. lo hl• not1•d
and I do not hlanw anyon for 1, l 11oti11~ thi: ye l •rd.ty, in ,·it w ol 
tlw \\a,· in which tltt• :-.dH'tnc had to 111• di . 1·lo~1·d t lite llo1t5<' th,tL 
tlti . i-, ·a tl'lllporary dl•\'iu• 0111). lo n•g-ulall' tl11• i11tt1,tl tag1•. ol thi. 
11c-w . l't -11p . Jt i. 1101., prnpo. 1•d Lhat tt ho11l1l tnn.t1t11tc a p•1111a11•11L 
featur ; l111l. al tltl' J)ll'C'nt 111110, ti \\ill pro,11ll· that 1! 0 li\'I 110111 lt>ar, 
which ltas I, •n :-lt • s•d , l tl11nk, 11,, 111a11~ t,p ·,tk •rs, and whidt is, 
al't 1· all , ,111 l' - Pntial fador to . m·c ess . if we can al'lti<•,·,, it. 

Mr. Pickthorn : Do . " lhi . ·• mC'an llw w\1111<• l>11 i11c of cantoni . a. • 
trnn, 01· 1s l h •1 • Olli\' fl'al II n • l lta t l lta n• Ill i:- t•d Y 

Sir S. Cripps: I wa.- d ,,di11g with tl1l' 1t>11t1.di ation ol law a111l 
0111 •1·. Tiu• hon. ~ll'nthc-r will appn•l'iat1• thal und •1 th• S4: hc11w. it i • 
propo.- ,1, 111 tit i111lial . lal-(t', that- l,tw and onlf't ' :-hould lw undt•i
thf' ( 'enlral f10,·1•1·111nent, and not the 1no,·i1wial C:o\'!'111111 •11t s. Thal 
is i11tcnd1•tl t he a 11111<'1~· ll-111porary fC'alme \\ !tile pn• Pill difli1 ulties 
l' Xi: l. 

Mr. Henderson Stewart : I low long will tl11 11lll'I i111 p1 riu1I la. l Y 
Sir S. Cripps :,\ , oun a. iL i:-. fl•lt th.ti, tit<> pro\'illl'e all' 1 ·ady 

aml w1\ltu, lo tak• u,·cr thi,. ohligation, and the 111i11mitit•s in lho.e 
provinr ,H' Cl pt th• taking o\ er, that ·would o\l\·ion::;ly 11!' a suitable 
time to pa o,·er thi ~luty to the provim:inl govcrument. \\'here 
tht•rc i::, u ·lt diffh ult, tat of fecli11 7 , it, i. irnpo,.,-iblt• to p1·0111i:-.l' any 
dalo in regard lo tlw • Yariou • J1appe11ing. . It is not prnpo:ac-cl lo 
l'Olt. t1tutl' t hi ., a:-. a pc-r111a11e11l f<•ature of t hi,; ..JH•tlll'. hut it will 
pro\'lde thi rch1•f d1111ng the initial slag-es. Tht·ll' <·an hl• littl• 
1loubt that, 1f tl11 dh•t11 • works HI 'tl•,-,-fully 1t lw:- ,. •1.,· 7 reat 111nit. 
J1on1 th,• prad1 ·,ti poi11l of \'il'w. It, . uh~tn11tiall~· 111ak• ea!'h 1ace 
111a t•r in its own a1ea, a11d 1t , ill allow th<• provim·1•s, i11 p1·,1d1ce, 
to r'g11lntc th •i1 own i111n1igratio11, wl11I(• al I ht• ante• tim • 110I inte1 
crin7 with th • l·o111111on. •nit •~, :-ud 1 a::, 1ailway:-, rnad. anti other 

111atter of lltat kind. and 11 0 1 e111·<1111,1 •,i11g th1• ·tti11 " up of 1i\'al 
armed ior ·es. 

Mr. Pickthorn : \Viii .. Iect•ic powc1 become n co1111111111 ~er\'icl'. or 
will that n•111ai11 ,l 1110nopoly? 

Sir S . Cripps : 1 co11ltl not ,-a~ . do 1101 k11ow wit •ther that ha. 
h 'l'll ~I •cu led. gfl•l'I ric pow1•1 wou Id 1nes11111a hi~-, not h • u ndcr the 
hl'a<ling of t011111111t1tl·alion •. . . 

Kr. Kenneth Lindsay : Dot•. not el •dnc j>O\H'r ,let r111111e lh futur 
ah · rptin• c·apac1t~, wl11d1 in turn :1ffe ·l lilt• f11t111t• im111igi-atio11 : 
,Lt- the ·a111e 11111 • i1111111grntio11 re ·t. ,.,,ith th provim· .· ? 

Sir S. Cripps : J aid that, in pta ·ti, I' th• n•gulalion of i111111igmtio11 will 
h • with th• provi11 ·e. . 'l • ·h11icall~· i1., will n•111ai11 ~,t the • •11tn• 
hut, the ce11tr • will a ·l onlv on th• a1h tt of the pro\'tnce. a. to th 
number to l,, p 1111i lle<l fo;, i 111111igrat io11. Tl will he or llw prn\'i nee. 
to act and not lh, t· •nlr . I al. o aid that thi would 110! e11courag • 
th• s •tti11 , up of ri, al a1111e1l lon·e . whicl~ i: a 111altl•1· of , . •t ~· gr~al, 
importanc a· 1egard • lhc future of Pal t111 •. Th• l' ate . 111> tantial 
malt .- of advantage, a 1-, al o th po ,.1h1ltt~ - a11d 1.1i1,. lo ,-011H' 
xt•nt, eovl'I'· th• point wltii-1, wa rai,-ed aho11l- 1•l• ·t11 · po~\'1•1•-or 

t'011tbi11 d pl.11111ing of tho e t."J> s of llf'W ,h•,t'lop1n1•11t wl11 t' h att• 
l'aptthle of . •n ing both ar •as •qualh w 11 . . . . 

Th difffrultv wa • rai . cl n· t •nla\ of th<> 11 •fi111t1011 of thf' lm11111lan •. 
h •tw •11 lh • i11·0,inces. i' would ~11 •rf'l .v 111ak • the oh t•n·alion upon 
that l int, that th ,liffi!'ultit• will he far 1 • : than ~v~mltl he th• 
difli ·ultie. of tlling the fi11al ho11ndan un<l r :t pa_1·ul!on ~ ·ht 111c. 
Th c bou11da1ie will el'lainly ha \t' . Olli(' d gree of hnality, 111 that
i is laid down that they cannot L altered without. ~he :on nt of 
hoth prm.in<•p • Tha_t houl<l att~ly the ~\rab that, 1t will .J,H<!tecL 
th •111 from what, J tl11nk, ha om tm1c b en 1cfcned to a th• ilc

1
•1!L 

in..-a iun." \V beli \' ,Lita with th• acquie c•nt·e of the lw ra • • t 11 
ch•m will pro,e workabl•. ]t ho_uld h • r:•arded 11~l a · a ri~id fi!ial 

<lec.:i ion but, a an important tage 111 the effort to aclm•, <.:ollal!orat10u 
and ·o~ope1atiou of the p •ople iu the go, mm ni of th 1r own 
country. 

• l would h re on·• again strc • Lita L this plan ~nu b • dt•te<l 
as a <.:arcfully balanced who! . . In . ome p· rt 1t may b id to 
fa, ou1· th, Jew - as re ard 11nn11g1 at1on- in ollwr • pa1 may 
h nc-fit th ..:\iab - a· r gard. the m ·r a m ocial ·c 1cl o 
on in the .Arab areas. ll mu t l> con idered a' on ompl •l plan, 
to' th su •t.:ess of which both th help which we a1·e prepared ~o gi, , 
'llld tha prop · d from th, lJnil •d , 'tate are qually nllal con
tribution . ll wa. for that, re· on tha my riJ(ltt hon. 1'"ri •ud th • Lord 
Pr, ident of the Council ·ti· ed t rday the fac tlrn lh fulJ 
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implementation of this :,;>lan depend upon the co-operation of the 
nited tate . \Ve certamly hope most earnestly that uch co-opera

tion will be forthcoming. \\-ithout it, we shall not be able to burden 
the p ople of thi country with the whole o[ the finances which 
would be nece sary to carry through this new scheme. One or two 
hon. ~!embers yesterday made the sugge lion that the whole matt r 
ought now to be referred to . L .0. for fresh decisions and ugg tion . 
It will, of cour e, • be nece ary for the terms of the tru tee hip agrec1-
ment which is to supersede th Mandal to be settled by "C. .1. 1.0. , but 
to delay all action still further, until we get t.he agreement of ·- .0. 
would mean a quite unacceptable d lay; indeed, many hon. ~fombers 
haYe already stressed the need for a peecly deci ion, and haYe noted 
qui te rightly the deterioration in atmosphere that has gone on while 
we have been awaiting the pre nt agreement. ln the existing circum
stanees we believe a quick cl ci ion to b ahsolul ly es ential. As 
my ri Yht, hon. :Friend the Lord President has staled , it is our inten
tion to di cu s this matter with both the Arabs and the Jew , both 
inside and out ide Palestine. \Ve hope to get representative Jews 
from various countries, as well as in Palestine, and Arabs in Pale tine, 
as well as the Arab tales, to come together and discuss this plan and 
give their views on it. 

Bon. :Members: When will that be? 
Sir S. Cripps : As soon as possible. We realise the need for both 

races to be fufly represented, and we hope, whatever their antagonisms, 
that they will find it possible to come together on these vital di cussions 
of the future of Palestine. 

Kr. Crossman: ,vill outside representatives be invited! 
Sir S. Cripps : We do not know what representatives they will want 

to select. The intentiol! is to give them a very wide power of selection. 
Kr. Keeling: HaYe the invitations yet been issued, and what date 

has been suggested ? 
. Sir S. Cripps: Some of the invitations have already been i ued. 
Discussions are going on with the parties concerned as to the issue of 
other in\Yitations. The actual date has not been fixed. 
. ~r._ Sydney Silv~rman: \~hen the !·ight ho_n. Gentleman says that 
!t 1s rn~ende~ to gn:e the widest possible choice of repre entation, he 
1s not mtendmg to mfer, I hope, that there is any intention of side-
tracking the Jewish Agency? • 

. Sir ~- Cripps: There _is no such intention at all. We hope to have 
di cuss10ns tomorrow W1th the Jewish repre entati\'es. 

Vice-Admiral Taylor : an the right hon. and learned Gentleman 
say whether the representatives of the nited dates will he taking 
part in these discussions? . 

Sir S. Cripps : They do not wish to take any part in the discu sion 
although they may be there in the capacity 0£ observer . ' 

Kr. Kikardo: Is it propo ed to invite the ex-::\1ufti of Jerusalem to 
this Conference ? 

Sir S. Cripps : There will be no invitation i sued to the ex-Mufti of 
Jerusale~. What will happen if the Arabs wisli l1inl to come, we 
shall decide when we get the request. 

Kr. 'Henderson Stewart.: ls there any assurance that America will 
sen~ observers there at all, since they have not signified their approval! 

_Su S. Orip-es : We have no ~ssurance, but _we know that, in any 
e, enli, they will probably not wish to partake m it but they will be 
very welcome as observers, jf they wish to come. ' 

.Mr •. Kee~an : To what extent will the United tate be i1wolYed? 
Is t_he1r obh~abon purely a financial one? 

S~r ~- Cripps : If the hon. Member wiJI be good enough to read 
agam m Hansard th~ staten!ent made ye terday, I think that he will 
see the answer to his que t1on, subject to the fact that the nited 

ta~s Govermn~nt have not yet accepted the scheme. It is only 
their representative on the ~xpert body who have agreed to it. I was 
~tressmg, when the e questions were put to me, that this problem 
1s of course,. not merel:y an Arab and Jewish problem, though they 
are the p:1rties most vitally concerned. The reper u sions of this 
problem Wlll be felt throughout the fiddle East and indeed wherever 
Arab . and Jewish _communities may be found all' over the world. 
That 1s why we w1Sh to have repre entatives fr.om outside Palestine 
a ~ell as those fro~ ~nside. I would like, therefore, to emphasise 
agam that lh~ Palesbman problem is not the same problem as that 
of th~ allocation_ of the persecuted Jews of Europe. P~lestine may 
help m_ the solution of this latter problem, but it certainly can neve'r 
cope with the whole ?f it, and it is for that reason that we welcome 
the fir t recommendation. o~ the qom~ittee of Inquiry, and will do all 
that we an to see that 1t 1s earned mto effect. Other countries must 
be persuaded to open their doors to tly:se people, who have suffered 
so much a;id S? long from the brutahties of :razi persecution. ..._ ,. 0 
~m~ must 1magme_ that the ~xten ion o! immigration into Palestine, 
1f_ it _take p~ace, 1 alone gomg to pronde the solut,iou to the whole 
of this Question. 

I was -a ked ye terday hy the right hon. Gentleman the femher for °" e t. Bn tol about the new pro peel of settlement with o..: outh 
:\men~a . The e are not :yet definit~, but, a he i probably aware, an 
1r:i-U:r-Go"en_m1ental comnnttee on th~s matter is at the prnsent moment 
sittmg at Rio,. and_ a._ number of the outh .\merican tates ha"e nlreadv 
ex pre ed. their w1llmgness t~ accept refugees from Europe. • 
. Earl Winterton : fay I pomt out that when I was chairman of the 
m~e:-Governmental Committee for Refugees they expres. ed their 
w1llm_gnes to. do o, a!1d th_a~ is som~ ~ix years. ago. It i· • not a 
question of ~heir expre ~mg wilhngne s; 1t lS a quest10n 0£ taking it up. 

Sir. S. Cr1pps : ~ qmte appreciate the difficully. We have had a 
war smce then wluch ha made some little difference to the ·ituation . 
The fo , t question of tlri reconsideration i to get the willingne • and 
then work out the plan. ' hat ~ the s heme which L under way. 
I have recently had some expenence of the difficlflties which ari e 
from an_ 1:'ttell?pt to settle p_roblem. of _elf-goYernm nt for two large 
conmn~mtie , m a vast territory, m which th y have both JiYed for 
cent~m , and where they haYe long shar d a common life. That j 
proving hard enough but in thi ca.e, w are dealing with :1 com
par~iiY ly mall territory providing littl 100111 for e."pansion, in
habit~d on the one hand by a ra ·e who ha,- • be n Jong and •om
parat1vely spar ely settled, and on th olh r by a mall ·lion of a 
large, widely scattered rac with no oth r homeland of th ir o'Yn 
continually pr . sing to introduce more and mor of t.h fr people who 
have b en fore d brutally out of their e tabli h d horn and o ·cupa
tions in other countries. It i not t.o he wondered a,l that the olu ion 

of that problem i one o immense difficulty, and that the entiments 
and emotion of both sides are running crest-high today. Both ides 
l1ave in the pa t from time to time, re orted to violence becau e of 
the intensity o their racial and national feeling . Today they t.and 
facing one another in bitt~r antagoni m. ·we have the unenviable 
lot of attempting to maintain impartially law and order in thi - ten. e 
situation, and no prai e i too high for those many fellow-citizen of 
ours who have given and are giving un tintingly of their sen·ice, and, 
indeed, in all too many cases, of their liv , to carry out thi mo t 
difficult ta k. 

In those circumstances, I would a k every responsible per 011 to 
have regard to the basic fadts, and to do their utmost to as uage the e 
bitter feelings and not exacerbate them still more by argument. of 
partisanship. In the long run, however it comes about, whether hy 
violence, agreement or compromise, Arabs and Jews will have to Jim 
together in Palesitine. urely, both races mu t reali e that war and 
bloodshed cannot produce for them any fa:r and satisfactory solution 
of their difficulty. either side can drive the other out of the counfry, 
and the world has, I hope, decided that ilt will not in future allow such 
differnnces to be settled by the violence of war. It is in our interest 
to maintain our friendship and good relat:ons with both races. ,ve 
are impartial in our desire to help them Ito the wisest and fairest 
solution of their difficulties. ,ve haYe a ked our American friends to 
consult with us, and the experts of both countries have unan·mou ly 
agreed upon this plan in the interest of wor!J peace and the futme of 
Palestine as a whole. 

I would_ beg the two peoples to pau e a m?I?ent and con~i~er, not 
putting aside, of course, their strongly hdd opimons, but reahsmg how 
much both may gain by the avoidance of war, and by agreement on 
a way 0£ sharing the prosperity wh"ch co-operation alone can bring to 
their country. \Ve have put forward this plan because it seems to us 
to hold within it the seeds of a hopeful future. It is ndt perfect, but 
it provides a method by which the two races can live side by side, 
enjoying a large measure of inlmediate self-government w:thout sacri
ficing the benefit of a united Palestine. The fulture alone can deter
mine how such a scheme will develop, but it holds within it the possi
bility of future co-operation of Arabs and Jews for their mutual benefit. 

,ve put it forward, and we :nvite discussion on iii by the interested 
parties, but whatever comes from those discussions it is essential, if 
we are to avoid the horrors of a civil war, that some decision as to 
Palestine's future should be quickly made. Though all of us largely 
condemn terrorism we fully realise how unkind h:story has been. to 
the inhabitants of Palestine over the last 25 years. We certainly do 
not claim that all successive British Governments during that time 
have acted with perfect wisdom or that Arabs and Jews are alone 
to blame for the difficulties that have arisen. All, no doubt, have 
made m·stakes, but no examination of past errors will get us out of 
the present difficulties. That can be achieved and only achieved by 
the concenltrated and constructive efforts of all parties affected. ,ve 
accept our duty, and we offer our services in a great co-operative 
attempt to solve, once and for all, these stubborn difficulties which 
have so long bedevilled that land, which saw the birth of the Founder 
of our religion, and which should conta=n for all of us an inspiraltiou 
for justice and for peace. 

llr. Churchill's Comments . 
Kr. Churchill: The House is, natqrally, obliged to the President of 

the Board o[ Trade for the painstaking speech which he has delivered 
to us, and which supplements, 1.n many points, the interesting and 
detailed statemenit del"vered by the Lord President of the Coun il 
yesterday. \Ve are also much obliged to Mr. Stanley, whose sp ech, 
I think, furnished the House with a wealth of careful thought, 
judiciously selected and rightly produced facts, and represents a very 
large body of our opinion at the presenlt time upon this most difficult 
question. In the hoi~t time which I will venture to occupy the House, 
I am going to touch a little on ome of the grave realities which lie out
side the peaceful tones of lthe oration of the President of the Boar<l 
of Trade, and the quiet circumstances of this House, because the situa
tion in which we are placed is a very grevious one, and one which i 
not improving at all. I must also go back a l"ttle into th pa t, 
because on this que tion we have got to look to the past. 

The position which I, per onally, have adopted and maintained, 
~ales from 1919 and 1921 when as Dominion and Colonial ecretary, 
1t fell to me to define, with the approval of the then Cabinet and 
Parliament the interpretaJtion that wa plac d upon our obi=gations 
to the Zionist und_er the ~andate for Palest.i~e entrusted to u by 
the League of abon . Tiu was the declaration of 1922, which I, 
person_ally, drafted for Jthe approval of the authorities of the day. 
Pales.tme was i:iot to ~e a J ewish .,.alional Hom , but there was to be 
set up a Jewish ..1. ational Home in Palest"ne, Jewi h inunigration 
would be allowed up to t!1e limit _of th~ economic absorptiYe capacity
ithat wa_ lhe phr~se which I comed rn those days and which seems 
to remarn_ comement- the Iandato~-y Power being, it wa pre umed, 
the final Judge of what that . capacity wa . During the greater part 
of a_ quarter of a century which ha pa ed, thi policy was arefully 
earned out by us. The Je~•,i h population muttiplied from about 80,000 
to ~early 600,000. Tel-~.\..Yiv ~xpanded into the great city it is, a city 
which, I may say durmg tin war and hefor it welcomed and 
nourished waifs and orphans flying t'Offl Nazi pe;s cution. Iany 
retugces found '.1 sh lter and a sanctuary there, so tha..'t this land, not 
largely P~'od1;1cllve of the n~ean of lif~, heeame a fountain of charity 
and. ho _p1tahty lo people m great ch tre . Land reclamation and 
cult·vabon and great electrical e1tterprises progressed. Trade made 
notable progress, a_nd not o~ly d~d the Jewi h population increase but 
the Arab population, dwelling m the areas colonised and enriched 
h~ the ~ew , al o in teased in almo t equal numbers. The Jews multi~ 
phed six-fold_ and the Arabs dev loped 500,000, thus showing thait 
both !'ac s game~ a marked advantage from th Zionist pol"cy which w& 
pursued an~ which we were developing over this period. 

':['be President of ~he Board of Trnde P<;>ke of the past 25 years a& 
bemg_ the most unkmd or ~nhappy Palestine has known. I imag:_ne 
It.hat 1t would hardly be pos ibl to state th oppo ite of the truth more 
compendiously. The years during which we have accepted the Man
date have been the brightest that Palestine has known and were full 
~£ hope. Of course, there was always fri tion, because the Jew was. 
m many cases, allowed to go far beyond th strict limits of the int.er-
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pretation which wa placed upon the Mandat . Di lurbanc . o cun ,c1 
m 1937 and in 1938; in 1939 Mr. Chamberlain· Gov 1nr11t>nt pro<lu<'<'ll 
the ,Yhito Pap r, which Jimit ct· immigration oth r than on he 
grounds of the onom·c absorpliYe capacity of th, country. That 
after a five-year inten·al, would have brought immigration to an nd 
exc pt by agreem n:t with the rah majority which cc1tainly would 
not have be n obtained. Thi was in mv Yiew a failure to fulfil th 
obligations wo had accepted, and I imm ·uial ly protrst<'cl against th· . 
departure. I found my el in full agr (•mt•nt, with the Lah ur an,l 
Liberal Parties of thos clay . 

I ha,o never alter d my opinion that ,th \\'hit Pap r con litut<'1l 
a negat' on of Zionist policy which, th House mu t re111<•mbt•1-, wa: an 
integral and indispen able ·ornlilion o the .Mandafr. That is lh<' vi('W 
v,hich I hold today. It wa viol ntly r . ntetl l,y the ,Jew· in Pait• tim·. 
and by world Jewry a large majority o whom-although tl1<'r<' arc 
notable exc ptions-regard Zioni m a a gt<'at ideal. and a th1• 
cheri h d hope of their race. catt •1· d t hroughoul, the wotlcl. Tlwn 
came It.ho Wat'. fter th fall of France, an(! tho atta ·k upon u. by 
Italy, when we toad utterly alone, we had gr at ne •cl lo cone nt rate 
our troops aga·n t the enemy, ancl economi in om· outlying ga1 .-i..,ons 
and commitments. At my desir the Jewi h community and Pait• line 
was armed, encouraged tto organi e and, in fact, to play a part in th 
defence of the Holy Land, to liberate British units ther . Th<' honible 
persecutions by the .,. azis left no doubt as to which sidA they wer 
on, or could be on. The po ibilily of a. German invasion, triking 
through Turkey, Syria. and Palestine lo the uez Canal, a well a 
through Persia, towards the Persian Gulf, and at what were th n 
deemed to be our vital communications, at what was then on i<lered 
to be an important element in our affairs--our Ea tern Empire and 
possessions, as well as Au tralia. and _ ew Zealand- was a very real 
anxiety in 1941-42. At a mo t ritical time in 1941 it wa aggravated 
by the revolt of the pro-Gernum Arab elements in Iraq. Jo .doubt 
our Zionist policy may have led, in part, to that divergence of Arab 
sentiment. But the revolt was quelled yria. was liberated, and 
Persia was occupied. Immen preparation and fortifications ,verc 
made again t German penetration of the auca u , and lhi dang . r 
complicated the whole defen e of Europe from the ,vest. Rut, tins 
menace was removed, at once and for ever, by lhe vict-0ries of , talin
grad and El Alamein. 

Meanwhile, the Jewi b community h1d developed , trong, well -an!, cl 
force , and the highest military authorities reported to th abmet 
during 1941-42 that if the continued hick 1;ng belw en Jew ancl 
Arabs grew into serious conflict, the Jew could noL only defend them
selves but would beat lhe Ai-abs in Palestine, though that wa$. of 
cou~, the very opposite position fro1!1 that which exi t cl at th tim 
of the Mandate, in 1919. At that time th Jew wer a cl f ncele 
minority, and it was a. great part of our duty to prot t them from 
the hostility of the very much tronger Arab force who . m rged 
with so much di tinction and redit from the . lruggl again t th 
Turks. Thu~ there are two facts lo be borne in mind. Fi1 l, that 
Zionists and 'the Palestine Jews were vehem nlly and undivid di~· 
on our side in the struggle, and, econdly, that they no longer need 
our assistance t-0 maintain themseh-es in their national home again 
local Arab hosti1ity. A general attack upon them by all surrounding Arab tates would be a different matter and that would !early be one which wou]d have to be settled bv tl;e tT11ited .,.alion ' Organi a
tion. But the position is different froni what it wa when th Mandat 
was granted. 

feanwhile, how did we treat the .Arab ? \Ye tr atecl lh 111 , ry 
well. The House of Hu ein reigns in Iraq. Feisal wa. placed on the 
throne, his grandson is there lo-da~'· 'Ihe Emir _.Abdullah , whom I 
remember appointing at Jernsalem, rn 19~1 , lo be Ill ·harge o~ Tran. -
jordania, i there lo-day. He ha sm·vn'e(~ th_ !tock~, lrarn anti 
slres es which have altered almost every rn l1lul1on m the world. 
He ha never broken hi faith and loyalty to this (·otrntry. ....yria 
and the T~banon ow their ind pendeuce to tho greaL exertion macle 
b the Briti h Government to make sur that the pl dges macle by 
them at the time when we wer weak , but. neverthele , w r<' fore . cl 
t-0 take aclion by entering the country lo dri ve ont lh . Yichy Fr nch, 
were honoured. We have insisted on tho e pledg s berng made good . 
I cannot touch on the Arab without. paying my tribute to this plen_dicl 
king Tun and of audi Arabia, who in lhe darke t, hours n ver failed 
to ~nd me s;;ge aRd encouragement of his un_ haka.ble faith that 
we should win and gain througl1. I . cannot adnn~ that we ha\'e not 
done our utmo t to tr at the rah. 111 a. way wl11 ·h so _great a iac 
deserves and requir . There was n.o greater champion o! .\ rab 
right than lhe late Colonel La~rence. Ile wa a valued fr1 nd of 
mine. ,vith him I alway k pt 111 v ry clo e touch. There was great 
anxietv and di pule about this matter ~f the la t wat>, ~vh n ! w:i 
in the responsible position , at the C'olomal Office. or cleahnp; _with 1t. 
When Colonel Lawr n e ~ave m his hook "The .. ,. 11 P~llar or 
,Vi dom " he wrote in it that I ha<l made a happy end to lh1s show. 
I will n~t have it that the wav we treat d thi~ matter w inconsicl iate 
to lhe Arabs. On the ontrary, I think lhal th y ha,: had. a wry 
fair deal from Great Britain. ,vith all tho, ountn wh1 J1 are 
a1e given to their power and conlrol, in every way th y haYe h, d 
a. very fair deal. It w little enough, indeed . that we had a:-½ed 
for the Jew -a national home in their hi toric Holv I~a1Hl , on wl~1ch 
the have the power and virtue to confer many ble mg for en10~·
ment, both of Jew and Arab. 

It i quite true that th claim and de ire of th<' Zioni t ]alt rly 
went beyond anything -whi h were agreed to by the )Ianda_to~-y Power. 
This cau ed alarm and unrest among the Arabs, but the l1m1ts of the 
policy which I explained to th~ Hou have_ nev r been exc cle1 by 
any Briti h Government, and 1£ they are d1~harged they constitute 
the faithful fulfilment of our pledge , on wln~h tl!e fand~l hangs. 
At the General Election whi h followed the n ctor1ou enchn~. of th 
German war. th Labour Party whi ·h wa b liev cl lo_ ·hamp1on the 
Zioni. t au in the terms I hav defined and not only 111 _tho term .• 
but going, in many a.ses, far beyond-to el up a ,T wt h tale m 
Pal tine, and so forth; quotations have b en. used, and one reads 
them but there is no dispute on the malt r-th1 Labour Party, some 
of whom we , e here to-day, gained a large majority in the Ho~. e _of 
C-0mmons. During the Ele tion they m~de mo ~ trenuou pro-Z1om t 
speeche and decluation . Jany of their mo t important leade1 were 

kn wn to li ard nt upportcr of th Zioni ·t cau ~, and thei1 ,,.u •ce· 
wa,;, naturally, r gardl•d h~· lht> ,Jewi:-h comrnuni t.y in P, lc. tint• ,t. a 
pt Incl to tho fulfilm nt of thl• pledgl'S which had h •en made to them, 
and ind cJ opening the way to 1urt.he1· ambitions. 'lhis wa Cl't taiuly 
th lt•a t whil'h everybody c.'xpcet d. 

ln fact, all ort ot hope.•,; Wl'l'l' 1ai,- 11 a111011g the ,fo,, of J'ah•:-.tmt•, 
•ju. l, as olhc.•r ·hopt were rai l'd t>I. whcr '. lfowt'\ r, when the 111unths 
:-Ii pp d hy and nu dt>ci, ll'd pulil'y or <lel'la1 at ion wa made h~· tho 
th pn•s nt, Uo,·ern111 11t, a dcq1 arul hiller n•:-P11t111 •nt pr ail tl11ough-

ut, the Pal tin ,J ' \,i h l·o1111111111ity, and ,iol •nl protc t. Wl'IC 111ado 
hy the Zioni t buppollcr:. iu the ' mt1:1l tale . The di appointment. 
a;Hl di·illu ion111 nt. ot the ,l <'w._ at the.• J IUl'J,I tination and inclt••i:-iou 
of th British L.al,our (!overnm •nt- at• no t'Xl'll l\ a: ,, ' In ,·e n•p •atcdly 
alfirn!l'cl ht>ll' for thi' (lark and <ll•adlv l'1i111l's whi\'11 ha, • liecn l'Olll· 
milt ll bv 'tht• fanatie,tl l'\t1e111i:,,ti, :uul tlr P mi ·cn•anL and 
mu1·dcrc1b· shouhl Le n>otcd om, and puui. hetl with th' full .l·,erily 
of th law. \\·c an• all agie •d ahont that. ancl· I \\a. glad to IH': 1· 
the right hon. aucl l<'arnl'<l Oc.•11tl •man the Pu . idPnt of th Boa1 c.l of 
Trade affirm the intention of the <10,·Nnmc.•ut not to h l'!ll'rc<•cl by 
t nori 111. Bul th •,pedalio11:- whi ·h had be n , 1ou ed b) the Party 
oppo ite, and th H' ultant n•vulsion of fl' ling, a1 e facl , nou • the 
le , to b ·onstantly before om· nuncls. 'Ih ~ ca11no s:iy all th<'_ e 
thing., and th n let a whole y ar p s way ancl do n llung_ about it, 
and then b 11rp1i (l if th c pledge· com hom to 100,;t m a mo t 
unpleasant mann r. 

Had I h, d th opporlunitv of guiding the cour e of ev nt after 
the war wa won a year ago, I houlcl haYo faithfull~• pur ued the 
Zioni t ca 11 e :i I ha,·e def111 ti 1l; and C ha\"e not abandon ti it lo-da:, 
although this i not a. n>ry popul~.r moment lo . pons i~; hut th 1·0 
:ir two thing,; to !iay about 1t. Fir t. I ngre . e11t1r ly with w_hat ~he 
Pre ideul, of lhc Board of Trade aid on llri. poml- no one can 1magnte 
that th re is rnom in Pale ti11e for I lw great. ma.:- . or ,J ws _who , ~ h 
to leav Europ , or that they could b ah >rhcd 111 any p 'nod which 
it i now useful to cont mplat . The ide,l that th Jewish prob) m 
could he s lved or Yen h •lpcd by a. Ya t dumping of tl~e J~w Qf 
Europe into Palestine i really too silly t con um our time 111 the 
Hou this aft rnoon. I am not. al .olul ly sure that we should be 
in too gr at a hurry to gi,·e up th id a. that Europ an ,Jews may_ liv 
in th countt'ies wh<'r they b long. I mu t . ay that l ha.d no tel a, 
when the war came to an· el1(1, or th horrible ma acr<' which h, d 
o •ctur d; th million arid 1nillion that have b n slaught _red. That 
dawn cJ on u gradually after th struggle wa oYer. flut, 1f all th<'. e 
in:111e11se milli 11s hav been kill cl and slaught r c.1, there mu. t he 
a eitain amount of living rn m for the urvivors, and t~1 re must be 
inh rilancc an1l properli s to which they ca.? lay. clann: ~\re we 
not t-0 hop thal :omc t I ranr will he :,ilahh h_ d . ll1 racial '?1att r 
in Eul'Op , and that thC'1 will b me law re1~11111g by wh1:h, at 
auy rate, a po1tion ol' the prop rty or ~h gr at numb r w1ll n~t 
be tak it awa: frorn them? lt 1~ qu1k el ar. h_ow ,·er. th_at tlns 
crnd id<', of lettillg all th .J ws of Europ<' go 111to Palestme ~as 
no 1 lation cith I lo the pr hl m of Europe m lo the prob! m whrnli 
ari. s in Pale tine. 

K r. S. Silverman : Th I ight hon. (1 nlleman i. not sugge<-ling, i 
he, that an. ,Jew who 1 gankcl a co_nntr~· ~n E111;ope a nothing 
bu L the gra. , v, rd and cem t , v of all 111s I latn· . fneml ancl hopes 
should b conipelled to , tar thcr if he did 11ot W, nt. 1-0 do • 0? 

K r. Churchill : I am again t pl'cventing J ws . from 1loing anything 
which oth r pe.>ple a, e a llowtd to d . I a~n ag:! 11_1 _that, an<l ~ h:i-ve 
the $lronge t. abhorn.> ncc of th• id a of an~1-,_em1tic luw of pre1u<l1ce. 

conclly, [ ha v for ome years pa. t-th1 • 1 rN1lly the ntrx of t1!e 
argumcnL l am venturing to ,-uhrnit to th_ l_[ou,;c-fel th3:t an unfair 
burden was being llmrnn upon Gr at, Br1ta111 by our ha\111g- to hear 
the whole weig-ht, of the Zionist polil'~·, wl1il<' .\rah.' a~d. >lo>'ll'm -
or 1\111 li111 as thev ar call•cl hv a <'e1ta111 s hool of pohtwal thou ht 
-then so 'importa.n l, to our E~npin'. w re alarm d ancl lranged, 
ancl whil U1 l"nil 1•d , lat<'·, for the (fo, rnm nt and p ople of 
which I have th g-real<·>'L rl'f.{ard and fri •ndship, m~cl othr_r countries, 
.at on lhP :i1l<>lin s ancl crili<'i ('([ our ~horll'omm rs w1t.h all the 
fr edom of p •rfect cl<>tach111 _nt and irr~•sponsi_l,ility. _Th refor , I 
had alway: intPml ll to put it to our fnends rn .\111cnea, from the 
verv h ginning of I h 110 t ,war dis ·us ion., that ilh r they should 
com in al1(1 h Ip n in tl11 , Zionist prohl<'m, ahouf.. wl1ich 1.hey ieel 
:-;o .-trongly, ancl a l think rightly, on e\'en term , !ihar and sharo 
alikr, or that we houlcl r i Tl\ our >lan<la . n~ we have, or cours , 
a 1wrF ~t right to do. 

J ndeed T am coll\·inc d that from the moment \\ hen we f el our
. elve, u:1abl to carry out prop rly and hone tly the Zioni t . policy 
a we hav • all the y ar. defined it and a pted it, and wl~ich 
i • the condition on which we r eived the Mandate for Pale~line, 
it is our duty al any rat, to offer lo lay cl wn the fanclate. \Ve 
. hould ther fore a soon a:; the war topped, J1ave made it I ar 
to the' Pnited tates that uni they came in and bor th ir har , 
w wouJ<l lay the who) ~ar and burden at the feet of th nited 
,. Tations orga.ni ation; and ,w should have fixed a <late by which all 
our troops and for • would he withdrawn from th country. t 
that tim we had no intere. L in Palesline. ,v hav never ~ou rh 
or got an thing oul of Pale. tine. ,ve hav di char d a thankle . , 
painful, co tly, laboriou , inconv nient ta k for more than a quarter 
of a. c ntury with a. v ry gr at mea, ure of sue e. . :Many peopl 
Jiave made fine speeches about the Zioni que tiou. llany •have ub-
crihrd nrrou. ly in mon y, but it is Great Britain, and Great Britain 

alone, whi h ha leadf tly carri ll that cau e forward aero ' a 
whole generation lo it pr ,;fnt a lual J>O iti n, and th J w all 
ov r th world ou ht not to b in a huny to forget that. U in the 
Jewish movement or in th Jewi h gency th re ar l'lement of 
murder and outrage whid1 th y cannot control, and if the, strike 
not only at their be t but at th ir only <'ff ·tiv friend, they ~nd 
the Zionist ca.u mu:,it inevitably ufler from th grav and lastmg 
r proach of the atro .iou rim , whiLh hav b en committed. It, 
i perfectly dear that Jewi~h warfare dir t d a~ain t th British 
in Pale tine iwill, if protracted, automatically 1el a. us from all 
obligations t-0 pe ever , a well a de troy th in ·lination to make 
furth r efforts in Briti h h ai-l . Ind d, th r ar many peopl 
who are very near tha 110\\'. "'• mu t no~ h in a. hurry to turn 
aside from large cause w hav carried far. 
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There i the of Dr. \Yeizmann, that dynamic Jew whom 
I have known the able t and wi e t leader 0£ th ca'll e 
of Zioni m hi 

1

life deYoted to foe cau e, hi so_n killed . in the battle 'for our conur.on freedom. I ardently hope hi- authonty 
will b re p ctecl by Zionist- ~n thi _ dark hour, and that the Gover~: ment will keep in touch with !um, and make very _one of Ins ,compatriot I ,} how much he i r pected here. It __ 1 perfectly 
dear that in that l.'a w hall ha,·e the be t pportumlle of arry-
ing thi matter fmth r forward. . . . 1 am orry lo w ary the Rous ,w1lh the,-e remmisceners and "mi hl 
haYe been. " but it wa mv i11t ntion when the war wa ov r to 
place this 1;0 it1on before our· .\meric~n friend ~n the plaine t ~ord -:the plaine t word., whieh, $poken m good . will and good faith arc the word to which .\m ril'an are mo t likely to re. pond. I a!n in full accor l with Hery effort the Governml'nt ha_ve. made _to obtarn 
American support- in i-.haring th burden ? the Z~om. t pohe,Y. The nglo-American Commi ion wa: a tep_ m the n •ht d1rect1 n, the negotiation whieh have taken place mce are auoth r fayourabl t p a wa thi . chem whieh ha: been read out a agr eel to 
by the e,rpert bodi . join cl on thi f'ommi . ion. Tt i far mor important that lh n• . houltl b a r ment than that there hould be thi or that variant of the scheme. I fully agree that the Gov rnm~nt 
1were right to labour with the l'nited . tate : _I \\:ill not ~ry to exmnme the variou •heme. of partition or canto111 a_bon wh1~h l1aY been put forward nor would I dwell 011 that idea, winch I alway~ championed, 'o a wider union n s\l'a~-.Jew fed ral .y tem of four or fiye tale in th )fold I East, wl111:h would ha\'(~ heen one of the reat Power,, with ,Jew and .\rab com bin d together to hare 
the lorv and mutuallv protect and help eaeh other. ..:\. I a~·-lmo t a·nv ,.oJution in· whid1 the rnitetl tates will join u eould 
be made to work. 

.\11 the·e proce es of inquiry, negotiation a!id di.cu ion ham been thL occa. ion, o frequently 1·eferred to rn th1 D bate, of prolonged 
nJ v ry dantrerou. delay , and if at th nd of all the . delay succe i. not attained, namely, Anglo-.\.merican co-op ration on equal te1ms to carry out a Zioni t pohcy ,within the limit d fined 

or a we may agree-if that i. not attain d then ve_ ar. confron~ed 
with a deplorable failure in the conduct of our_ ~ffa1r 111 Pale tme ince the end of the econd reat war. It was with very great r gr t 
that I read this morning of the non-agrrement of th -Cnit d tates, 

nd the right hon. and learned G ntleman who ha ju t at down quite bluntly and bleakly tokl u that there was no agreement at 
the pre nt time. I hope it i not the final word. Thi agreement was the one great goal to which we were invit d to a pire; here wa the one excui:;e the GoYernment could put forward for th long delays and indecisions ,which haYe invohed u in much cost and erious blood hed. I thi 0 _\ncrlo-..:\meril'an co-01 eral1on fail as it s ems o far to have failed, then I mu,,.t ay that th ' i- eord 0£ admini tration during thi year-and• a Government mu. t h jucl d oy re ult -in the 11anclling of Pale tiniau affairs will tand iorth as a monument 0£ incapacity. 

It may b that they haYe had diflkullil' , but overnment are judged by re,;ult . T turned up with a ntnnber of defeat dm·ing the war, and [ wa. Yery mueh C'ritici d about it. I had sevei·al lime to come down with report of defeats, but when afterward th re were ' Ucce e we w r entitled to be prai ed. p to thi particular minut ~, thi ha been a eomplete failure: it ha gone from bad to wor e, and on doe not feel that there is any rrrip of the matt r which i going to ucceed. The one ri htful, reasonable, imple and compulsi\'e lewr which we held and, if ,you will still hold, iWa and 
is a sincere readine to r si n the mi sion, to lay our :.\lanclate at the feet of the United .,.ation or anisation and thereafter to evacuate the country with which we 1iaY no connection or tradition and where we ha Ye no _ o, et't•i nty a in India and no treaty as in Egypt. "'uch wa the po ilion we could have adopted until a -few month -ago, and I am . ure it would hav procmed a ood re ·ult. The ogency of uch a tatement once it wa b Ii ,·eel would, I am sure, make the olution much more pos ible, and if no solution was obtained, then our re pon ibilitie ,would ha, e been honourably discharged. Once make it cl ar that the Briti h hav no intere t. in remaining in Palestine and no wi,;h to do o, and that they decline to carr~forward single~hand d thi- har 11, inYidious burden, th n you will get attention pa id to what you sa and what you a k and all kinds of good olution for th .Jew and .\rab alike based on the o-operation and re ource of the En lish- I aking world, will in1mediatel come int.o the field 0£ po,- ibility. 

However, Hi :.\faje ty'; GoYernment by their precipitate abandon-m n of th ir tr aty ri ht · in E ypt, and, in particular, th uez anal zone, are now forced to look for a trong plac of arm . for a jumpin -off r uncl in Pale. tine in order to protect the ('anal from ou ide Errypt. By thi unwi clom they have vitiated di intere dn f:: 
and we can now be accu ed of haying a national str, t ~ic moti,·e fo' retainin , om· hold on Pale tine. I mu t re ard this a. a very grav di, a:ter and an immen e w ak ning of our llO,ilion. \ hat the vernment haY cl n in Errypt-thou h, no doubt from v ry ood motive - ha ~n•atly weakened our moral po. it.ion in Pal , tine bv tripping u of om di int re tedn in that countr . I pointed 011t in the D hale on Erryplian policv a few we k ago: that the moment we wer dcp ndent upon Pale. tine fot , ba~e from which to def nd th u z \'anal, w houlcl reatl_v hamper all pos ihility . of olitainin, Am rican co-op ration. \Yell look at th po ition lo which we haYe now h n brou lit. 

wh re w are at all co t ancl ~t all inco1w ni n e o hold ~n and fi ht it out to the death i Pale £me, an_d we at·e lo b at war ~,,1th the Jg . of Pale tine and if nel ary, wtth th A rahs of Pale tine. For 
w~~at rea on? . •~t, aii th wodd w ·ll ay, for the fa~O1£ul di ch~rge of our long mi ion bu because we have ne~d, haYmg b en ?1·1ven 
out of Egypt, to_ eet_1re a ati factory trat gte ba e from winch to 
pur ue our Imp nal aim . . . . . I thank th Hou e for h t mng. I haY tre pa ed on thetr lune 
at ome length, but I wi h Ito look_ fon~r~r~ _before I_ conclude_ and !lot to look back. I will not go o far m cr.hc1 mg and. i~ _cen urmg without propo ing positive action, with all the re pon tb1hty and th . po ure to counter attack ,~•hich one _incurs ~hen <;>ne propos s _<l fimt and riou action. H re 1 the action-action th s ~ay. I thmk the G-overnment hould say that if the United tales will not om and har the burden of th Zioni t cause, a cl fined or as agr ed, WP 
hould now give notice that w~ will ~et~ll'n our I:indate t~ • .L .0. and that we will evacuaite Pale tm w1tlun a spec1fi cl per.o<l. At th ame time we hould inform Egypt that we stand by our Treaty 

right and will, by all m ans, maintain. our po itio_n in the anal zone. Tho. e ar the two po iti,·e propo als wh1 ·h I ubm1t most respect.fully, 
to the Hou e. In so far a the 'ov rnm nt may have !1~mpered th m-eh'es ·n any way from adopting th e impl~ poh 1e , they are culpable in the la t degr e, and th~ wl~ole Emp1r an<l the ommonwealth will b the suffer rs from their mtsmanagement. 

Kr. Sydney Silverman : I would like t.o make a reference to what 
was aid yesterday by ~r. tanl y wJio cl~clared that ithe Hou e. of Common had been cavah rly treated m this matter .. \\ e. are havu~g a mo t u eful, con tmctive Debate and I hop that 1l will prove 111 
the nd to be very hel~ful; buit I cannot . ee why we hould ~ot ha\ had it ix months or e ght month or mne months ago. '.!here 1 nothing that ha been said on either side of the ~ou_ e wlnch ot~ld not have been said long ago, and indeed to ha,· said it at the b gm
ning instead of ait tl~e end _migh~ ha,·e had t~vo very impm:ta~t. re ull • One i that the ba i of d scu 10n on which we are un itmg the • nited tate to co-operate would have been made known and m~tle clear from the beginning. \Yhy ne d there be an1 ecrecy about 1t? 
The other is that we should no have left, as we <ltd leave not m re)y Jew in Pale tine, but Jew in the displaced p rson camp m 
G rmany in hop le ancl helple silence. 

It wa ineYitable that the Debate should haYe b n oYer hadowec! at it commencement by the outrage :n Jeru alem la t week. E,·eryone 
can appreciaite the feeling that sucl! an out.rage eng ndered. I do not want to sav andther word about 1t. I do not ven want to ay. a. word about Ge.neral Barker in connection with whom so much m1 un<lerstan<lin was expr eel in variou part of the House yesterday. 
I can under tand it ,too. I wonder how many I mber who w re )1 mbers of the la t Parliament remember the o casion in _1942, early in Dec mber, when at long la t, the great_ Pow r , the Alh~s? became reluctantly con -·need that ~ill r really did n_1ean t_o anmlnlate lt.l~e whole of the Jewish populatwn o_f Europe. \\ hat wtll _be recal~ d is th mom nt that will ompare wtth any other moment m the In t?ry o[ thi House, when the whole crowded F.louse-an unprecec.l~nted tlnng to do anu not provided fot· by any tandrng Order-r~ e to its feet and tood in sil nt homage to tho e who wer about lo ch . 

\\·e c uld not. do much to help them. No one de ired that our war act·,·ity hou!J be moderated in any sort of way or that our war ffot·t hould b in an way weaken cl m order lo bring uccour to tho e threatened p ople. urely, at ,that moment we undertook some obligation to any who, in pite ·or all, might ~rviYe. Not many did. _I know that the Hou e get fo d as I get hr d m. el£, of recounting the numbers of people who went .through the gas chamber , but I beg hon. lember who e ympalhy wa o deeply roused about eneral Bark r and who unclei·stand so w II how the death of people known to us and dear to u can make u av unbalan ed thing an<l do thing that othcrwi e we should not ha,;e done, to show some kind of und r-tand ·n for the I opl in Pal stine and el ewher , who have n t Jo t 100 p ople but who haYe lost 6.000 000 people. I£ they too g t o,·erstrained and do thin that they ought not to <lo, say thing that th y ought not to ay and g t, a a re ult mote disa ter anc.l m re bitterne . howeYer much we may condemn i1t and how Yer mu h we may cond nm G neral Bark r' w·ords let u how ome under landing. That is all I want to say about that, exl.'ept tha it I ad me to this : on both i<le of the Hou e peopl till talk about not allowing Jews 
to b expelled from Emope. l agree. It would b a poor result of the past ix year of war, uni we could creat •ondition everywhere in the world · 11 which m n oul<l )iv in fre and equal citizen hip without regard to race, ·r eel or olour. If th r are Jews .who are prepared lo remain and conll·ibute again of 1th ir b t to the recon hu -lion of European ci,·ili ation, at lea t condition ought to be reated 
that will nab le lh m to do o • hut I rep at tha no one ought to b comp llecl to remain who wishes to go. 

I kn •w a G rman J w who wa. born in B rl'n aged now perhap a y ar or two und r 40; hi father wa born in ermany and hi 
•ran lfather and gr at grandfath rs go ba ·k for 1,000 years. He married a ' rman J wi h girl in Berlin. They had a little hon and Jillie bu ine and a MU boy, and liYecl th r until hristma of }..941 when a larg bla k ... -azi ar arr·v d at th ir little hon e and took away hi wife and hi little boy. Th n xt morning anoth r car arriv d and took him away, and h pent the n xt four or fiv . ar • in vat·ious ·oncenlration camp , mira ulou ly urviving until I found him in B I en la ugu t a v ·ce-chairman 0£ h ntral ommit.t of Di placed Per on . H has n ver h ard of hi wife or hi boy in . H will ne\' r h ar of hi wif or hi boy again. Take . tock round the \'Orl1l at th pr sent moment; after all w ar ntitlE·cl lo :,.tn,ev th whol fil-ld. \Ye d clar our. h· ready to abandon th mi h

0

t,v Empir and ntin nt of India , ith all the 
work we hM· done in th la t 200 vta1" , territon· o,· r which we po c unimpeacl1ahl • o,_e1: ign y . . Ti, o,· 111m 11· ar , appa1 ,ntJy. 
r adv to I aY th 400 nulhon Indian to fall into all th honor: of 

\Yhat do hon. Memb r think ought to b done with fr. Wollh im? .' nd him ~ack to Ber!in? ... To, I do not b l'. v th re is anybody who would do it. , nd hun a r fu e or xtl or ali n to som oth r l:0untry that might b indu cl to 1· eive him a an act of harity ! . -o, if Ith re i any other fat op n to him. If }i want to go to a land in r p ct of whi ·h w ar pleclg d t er at a national horn , ·wh r h w·n be no stranger and no xil out a r turning on ba k 
lo hi own land and p opl to !iv hi own lif in his own surrounding , i h not entitled to go. 

ng·uinary civil war-c·vil war ompared to which anything that ould happen in Pal tin would bl' mi ro. copi,; war of 1 phant 
ompar d with war of mic . Ind cl we pla e the incl p ndenc of India in ho til and f bl hand , h dl s of the dark carnage and confu ion whi h will follow. \V scuttle from Egypt which we ltwi e 

sue . fully d f ncled from fot gn ma a ·1 and_ pillag . \V cutt.1 from it. w abandon t.h anal zon about wlu h our treaty ri'{ht 
wer ancl al.ill ar ind f a ibl but n w. appat ntly, th on pla e 

It ·i said, why only Pale tine? I have gi,·en ome rea on why Pal tine i the only po ibl place for som of the e people but uppo one agl'ee that th whol problem canno b o olved and that oth r nation mu t take their hare of r ponsibility and discharg their obligations, which is, after all an obligation upon the conscien 
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o[ all the world. lalem nl am made in D bal about int ,national 
l'efugee '.1ssociations and agr ment . The Colonial , ec1· •ta1~ probahlv 
knows-1f he does not know,. 1 rccomm nd him to con ult the l◄'orcigi 1 
ecretary-that the_ Jnlema~1onal_ Refugee Organi alion un<lci· L . .;\.(). 

1s. not _concerned with the l aleslme problem at all, but i tont rncd 
with d1spla_ced per.,ons a a whole. They h1adc ~areful inquiry among 
all the nations o the world to see what proportion, if an), would Le 
taken by each. J lia ".c the do<:uments--:th detailed an wc1· . L beg 
the [louse to a<:cept 1t h-0111 me that 1t amounted lo ju t notlung 
whatever. I heard an hon. )Jemb r aski11g about .'outh ~\111 1ica. 
But they have _selected the rcfu&' ~ , imposed condition as lo ti1m• 
and place of res1de~1<:~, as Lo not h\'lng logether. as to lan!(uag-, as to 
ra<:e and as to rehg10n; and the rc!:>ult is t.hat tho c tat •s arc not, 
itvail~ble to any of the pc1 ons for whom this qu tion is the real 
que. t1on-none at all. I should not like lo accu e th Lo1·d Fr id •nt. 
?f th~ ouncil_ of bei_ng deliberal~ly cynical. I a111 sme he had nu 
mt nt10n or bemg deliberately cym<:al, but to av that w • ha\'(! done 
out' share a~d that ~ve haYe gi~·en a lead in discli,u·ging our obligation 
to the Jewish surv1,·01'S of th;.s holocaust b cau c w • ha, , takl•n in 
170,000 Pole~-was he r~ally int~nding to laugh at u ~ h i 0111e 
sort of ba~ Joke_? Th_at 1s ~ow 1t would be regarded ,erywh re in 
the world m a situation win h ha been exacerbated tim • after ti111e 
by slipshod statements of that kind bearing no r lation whate,·e1· to 
the facts and inflaming passions everywhere whcr the mallet· is uf 
vital importance. 

For weeks and months we have pre sed the Home ccrelary not to 
take in vast number , but only this-that it we find in a cfoplat'l'd 
p rsons' camp in Germany some ur, i\'in(J' man or woman 01· d1ild 
whose onl_v relatives left fn the world ar; living in comfort in tl1i~ 
country and are willing to take them here, let ju t tho e come in. 
'fhat has nothing lo do with Pale tine, that ha nothing to do with 
the r~ ational Home, and it ha nothing to do with anv wid • puliti ·al 
problem of any kind. Ju t that handful of people who ha, • anybody 
el e left in the world and have been luckier than th ir comrad • ancl 
associate in that they have .some relatives un·i\'ing h r -let th 111 

come in. After weeks and months we got an -announ<:ement of a 
narrowly limited series of categories de igned to let the e peopl in. 
That was in January. What the position i now I do not know, but 
but up to three weeks ago not one person had come into the countr\' 
unde1· that scheme. And we talk about discharging ouL' obligatio;1 
and taking our share of the respon ibility. .America is going lo take 
~3,000. 'Ihat is their normal quota. That is nothing to do with 
Jews or displaced persons. That i the exact quota that th y would 
have taken if no war had occurred, if no Jew had been kill d, and if 
there had been no di placed p rsons in the world. lt i th quota 
resumed after six or seven years. It is laughable to talk a: though 
this was .a practical sugge tion for dealing with an immediate diffi ·ult\'. 
We know, they kn~n~,. e,·erybody knows that it is only word lo 
say that the respons1b1ltty must be shared by all other nations. There 
is a community ready to receive the e people. 'l'he 600 000 J w'> 
who live in Palestine, who won Pale tine ba ·k from the d- rt form 
the one solid haven of refugee that is open, the only place in the 
worl_d where they want to go, and the only place in th world ready to 
rece1\'e thom. Yet for twelve solid months a- ociali t Government 
in this_ countt-y has kept them out, preaching patience and r traint, 
preachmg _non-violence. It is so easy, is it not? There they sit in your 
concentration camp yet., still waiting for any word of hope from thi 
country. 

Your enemies can take your li[e; your enemie can take your pro
perty; they can t:1ke your hou e; they can take your livelihood; th y 
can take everythmg from you-breath itself-but only your friend· 
can inflict upon you the la t refinement of cruelty, of raising hope'> 
every morning which they di appoint every night. But for thefr 
restriction on immigration at that time, hundred of thousands of 
people might have escaped from Europe in time before ever the war 
occurred. They did not look to them for help, they looked to u for 
help, they looked to you for help, and you promised them help. You 
make people desperate in that way. Jf you drive them lo despair, 
it is not really enough, after that, J!lerely to rub your hands in sancti
monious honor and indignation at the insane, desperate things that, 
they then do. 

I agree with the President of the Board of Trade in his own 
approach to it today. Certainly, let us try to be con tructive now; 
let us deal with the diffi uJties as they are, and ee what i om· way 
out. 
• '\Ve hear now that thi scheme.1 or something very like it, was pre
pared long ago, before the Government ame into office at all. We 
hear from .Mr. 'Manningham-Buller that this heme was presented to 
the .\nglo-American Committee and reje ted by them. You have the 
ituation now when one joint .Anglo-American ommittee of Inquiry 

unanimously reje ts what the next Anglo-Ame1·ican Committee of 
Inquiry unanimously accepts. That is the situation. 

There are three fatal defect in it. The fir t fatal defect is that 
it does not deal with the 100,000 who, everybody know , must go 
into Palestine. It is quite true that the s heme says that they shall 
go in within twelve months; but within twelve months from what? 
Doe it mean tweh·e months from the day on which this scheme comes 
into operation, and what day i that? obody knows. it is twelve 
month from an un pecified date-indeed, within twelve months that 
may never occur at all because what does the Government ay about 
it? The GoYernment ;ay that this scheme can work with tha 
~cquie cence of both parties, and we are to. have a conference to see 
if we can get the acquiescence of both partle . Yet the Government 
have already been told that one party will not com . I hope I am 
wrong about that, but I thought the Arab Higher Committ~e in 
Palestine had said that they would not come and would not_ d1scu • 
with the Jews the future of Pale tine. If they have not said that, 
so much the better and they will come. 

However, suppose they do come. Their view bas always bee_n that 
Palestine cannot take more J wi h immigrants. Tl~at wa their ~a~ e 
in 1938; rt.hat was the caae to whi h Mr. ev1lle . hamb~rla111 15 

Government yielded. I say yielded not becau e of 1~ ment, no 
b cau e of it right but yield d to force, yielded to violence. up
po e they till say o. What will the Governm nt do then about 
thwi 100,000-not about th scheme, but about th . 100,000? r 
you not still saying-and if your are not, please i:nake it clear_, beca~ e 
it is most important-at the moment it looks as 1f iyou are still saymg 
that the 100.000 will come in within 12 months of the day when the 

-~rabs agrN• to let lhl'm in. The Loni Pn•sid nt aid within 12 month. 
lrom the day on \\ hieh the scheme eomc • into operation. 1t i. 
only tlw \\'hite Pap1•r with om• rl'lllOH'. L doubt \\'l'V much wheth r 
that wa th (:o,· rnm •ut' intl•ntion, hut l 'rtainlv that i. wh, t thl 
sl'liem say~, and I a1 p al lo till• (: ,·ernm •nt 1<> l'l'lllO\l\ that ont' 
at any mt~•. of th1· thr fatal tl1• t•ds-lhat it. dol•. 1101 <)pal ,dtl~ 
th fate oi _tho 100,000 wlio.e ultimall' fate ·an onl he tht• on< 
a•recd u11a111mou,'1y h:-,· eH•1yhotly. 1£ they are to go in, if you 
½11~w they arc to . go ~n, ay l~iat thl'y an• to go in and gin~ a t;rn, 
hm1l \\ hen tl!e. tlung 1s to ht>g1n. Do not make it part of lhr h>, ,,l'r 
of you,· lran ·1t1onal measu1e . It t'annol hl' part, because il dol'" not 
d 'Pl'll<l on th •m. 

\\'hat is _ llw :-second fatal d1•1·i 1011? I hl'anl llit• Lonl Pn•~idt•nt 
ay lhat , 1rtnally lh~:,; lt'aH•-.. t In• nmtrnl of inm1igialion in tlw hand. 

ot ll1t• • <•1i:1ratt> pro,·rnt·1•:,;: that a It hough It is ad 11a 11 v t' .xt'rl'i t'd liy 
the_ l' "i l'al go,·p1•n111l•nt in thl' !--l'n: • that 1l is th1• l nl

0

nil rm 'Jllllleiit 
wh1l'h 1,-sups the t·t•nifkalt•:-:, llw t't•nlrnl g11vl•r11n1 nt. "'ill al't onlv 
on thl• _adnt·e o_ tht• pro\'illl'es. Thr Jll'o\illl't' i· to dett'rmi1w 1h·1• 
eL·o110111n· ahso1pllH• t·apat·ity, and tht> l'l'ntral ~O\'l'll1lllenl haH• onh: 
to"cr that lht• •t·onornic ah ol'pti\' eapal'tty 1s not xct'l'<lcd. • 

lhat . oun_<ls \'t•ry plau:sihlt•, a11<I if th n· w r< no hi. lorv in thi.· 
11,alll'I' it, might he• al"l'eplt>d. But, as thr ricrht hon. (11•11lfl'11Htn tl1<• 
LNtd~r o thr Oppm,ition :--aid, until 1938 tl1e e,·onomie ah:soiptt,<' 
1·apanty was the frsl, and lhr .\gen<'y 1ll'll•1·mi1w<l how manv th •v 
1·mdd N: nomicall_v absorb. Ir, ,ing <hcided how many thl'Y. rnulil 
conomit·al!y absorb, t IH'Y ,went to the Tfi~h ('om1111ssio;1er, ·,r <:isl•lv 

as lhey will ha v to do under this sdH•1111•. a11d Jw ·aid, " r0." ·1 
t l)ink t_h1•1· was one o<: ·a ion on whit'h lw . aicl tlwt 60 prr rrn!. 
o[ c rl1fieate. could be ab orbed. That wa;; in the 1Jays whrn, a.
L ay, thr N'Onomi • ah.orpli,·c t·.ip,u·ily was the t t. ai1d that wa 
<'Xl' plional-in mo. L y ars tlwy gol 10, 15 or 20 pt>r l'ent. \\.h •11 

tlw ITi~h ('ommis ·ione,·, lo wh,1111 his JIOW<'r is r l'n'('(l. und r thi. 
:-l'h me, l'Onsider:s wh •lher he ,, ill al-(ll'P w1lh tlw .h•wi!:>h 1,ro, im·c 
wh n it .-ay,, "\\' t'an tak1• !>O 11ta11v, gin• us so manv lt•rtifil'ale .'' 
will 11 u a<his cl hy his C'o1111l0 il, 011 ·whil'11 the .\rahs .,~·ill ha\'C' qual 
1·epre ntaliou with the .Tew;;, 01· will he ad in this rnaltrr without 
an_vbocly'. :uhil'c? lf he is going to act 011 the acl\'i '<' of the Counl'il 
on which th .\ rah. ar pre ent look ,d,at pporlnnilies for f11dion 
arnl delay an' introduced. It may YCI'\' well he that a. a resull of 
a long iiHp1iry and, IH'rhaps, an ·app :ti to lhl' Trn ll'l'sl1ip Coun il 
of llw Pnited ~alions, the }H'OYint'e ma:v 11llimalt>ly get ils wa)· . But, 
by that lime, wo or three' years will haY bt>t' ll wa trcl. and thl'y 
will always lw b hind the conomir ahsorpliw mparity. \rhy rn tl11• 
world, if l he Pi sidenl oi th Boa rel of Tracl ,was 1·ight, if lh i,-~111• 

of rerlifil'at s by th (•ntral Gov rnment is a m re formality, ii' tlll'v 
will b is u ti wl1 1w,·cr the prov inc ,I)' it can do with them...:.. 
if that i: th po. iti n, what is lhe point of re ening it o the C'entral 
0overnm nt al all? \Vh_v not . ay, plainl_v, ancl put the maU r lwyoncl 
douht, that the province will he ahlr lo control tlwir own immigra ion, 
without anybody' ear r ch ck? 

Th third tlli°n whic11 T think is a fatal clefcd i.n thi lran itional 
mea nr. i: thi . E • nomi.c ab. orpliYe capacity, yes, hut for what? 
For the c,· ati n of a 1Talional ,Hom , and th admission of om lmn
tlrcds o[ thou , nd of peopl for whom thcr i. no Lher place? That 
cannot be don in a too Jfmited area, and we cannot take anybody 
else' land with which to do that. Tt, is always asked, ",vh.v do the 
.Tews ,want to take ometbi.ng where somebody else Jive's? " ·hv 
cannot th y go where there i nobody, and build jt up them. elYl'~? " 
That i pr •isPly whal lhry have be n doing ince 1917. N arly 
all thP lancJ. on whi •h th y li,·e is Janrl which they r cJaimed from 
malarial wamp and de ert. ,vh n it is aicl that they l1av great 
capital h hind th m with which to do that, it hould he r<'m mherecl 
that il is th pcnnie: and . l1illings of th poor from all ov r th<' 
world, and most of lh mon y w nt inlo the llOCkels of Ara h land
lordt-, from whom thl' malarial . wamp. were ohlainl'cl in the fi1. t 
place. Th y did nothing with their mone-y, hut spend it in C'airo 
and Haifa. 

To reclaim wa l land is preci e]y wl1at ,we are prepared lo do now. 
There i no n cl to take any 1\ rab land al all. There is lh eg h. in 
th south, whicl1 is only a desert, but whal do s th . ch me say about 
that? rohody know wh ther it will P\" r he cultivable or not. Tha 
i.~ what they aid of Pa I tine in 1917. Thr ,frws might be wrong, 
lhP :\gency mi ht h wron r. They .ay th y <'an ultivate it. 1Ir. , lok s 
asked a que tion the olh r day. He wanled to know whether any Briti. h 
techni 1 experl had examined the . ch<'nw. He was told, " 1 o." T do 
not know what deduction he draw· from that, hut the deduction I draw 
i· that th administration have not b en inlere. l d in it for 25 ,ear .. 
Olherwi e, they would have had techni al xp rts examining it 10111,t 
ago. I suppos Briti 11 experts will a1way h<> right, and the other;: 
will alway, be wrong. But, , uppo th t hnieal exp rts are all wrong, 
then nothing woulcl be gi\'en awa_v. 1\ II we . ay is, "Give u this 
de ert. and we . hall trv to make it hlo~ om, as we mad the Vale of 
.Jezr el blossom. \Ve ·will take our de pis d and rejrcled. we ,will 
take our survi\'ors we will take th Yiclims t.hat no one 1 want·, 
and put th m in the cle·l'rl and m'lk<' it th ir flow r of civilisation. 
as we ha.v mad Pal . tin in the la t 25 y ar . " Why ke p avilling? 
What is the object of keeping tha in alw an ? \ hat i it l101w1l 
to gain? I. it to be another apple or dit-:L·orcl to throw b twe n Arah 
and J w? GiYe it to u, now, and J t u • make it fl.ouri h. 

\V are a kP<l to take th Jew. to . om othrr pla which i not 
cultiYal cl, ancl, which i. not .om nc I • Janel, and there ar 2,000 
mile 0£ desert which we think ,we could make live and flouri h. Why 
k p it oul of the . ·heme? H thes tine thing w 1·e put riiht we 
would not haYe a final olution-but who ran deal with final solutions 
in thi matt r, or inde d, in any other matt r? 

)[1·. ilverman then read quotatio_ns from ~tr .. Herbert . forrison' 
.peeche. d rih!ng the wond rf~l t~mi .. he i-aw 111 the ,Jew1.h etl_le
ment in Pale;tm , of the Jew1 'h 1deah. L. many of whom, he ,-a1<1. 
were now in oncentration camp •. 

Kr. Pickthorn : I havP alway be n ant~-Zio~i. t an~ ~ave ne,·cr 
iii gui ed it. I wa an almo t pre-natal ant1-poht1 al Z1om t.. I was 
con erned with the matter in 1918 aft<>r the Balfour De larat1011 had 
been is ued but before the thing had been. ~ n rall ac epted and 
interpreted and b ome a permanent e tahh hm nt. I have . no 
authority t,o peak for Palestinian Arab , but I cannot but beheYE' 
t.hat tho e are the thre things whi h in the whol of the propo ah 
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• I t b ·l t reallv matt rs. H tinly there Kr. Wilkes: I am sure the righ:t ho~. ; ntl man_ <loe not expe t 
.now seL up e •111 to t mm o ~ v. _ia • • • d th 1 m to go ·nto detail O the philo opines and <loelnnes held by th 

• • u be a 100 000 more Zioni t immigrants at once, sa1 ~ ion. different political padie . I <lo not wi h to pur uc that ~1atter, and 
0-::1~le111an. 'eco~dly, if only the Zioni ts were to _decide. what is the if "Right Wing " i unpleasant ito hon. 1e~ub rs o~po ile, -~ l~all 
e ono111ic ab orpti \·e capacity for the future. TIY~dly, . 

1
{ 

0
F1Y. 

th
e) withdraw the plna and ub titute " the Fasci t terrori t orgamsation 

atlrle eto .; 01· rnl1o·onllvth~ .• wege1~b. adlJ_Uquteitde, s:l~e~h~~ .. ::~rl~i~!l v.fo~W te_l1i;hl~ of the Irgun. ,, . 
• " 

9 
il 1923 If the intention to capturn the p ople why, when the Jew1 h t l • bl The Mandato did not come mto x1Sten~e unt d. Agency wa closed down, were the office and h adquarters of the o e1_.1 • • i·. ea v to r member the way the thmg happeJ?-e l ft ? Wh . th 0 1

t 1
1 

\..C .)e" v·to thi"nk that this or that is the re. ult of sometbmg Revisioni t Party who control the Irgun open• Y is e 
wrong y very " • • cl I • • e.., of that Revisioni t Press, certainly up to 24 hou1· a~o, allowe_d to go on 1 J ' ll • th CY nt came m reY 1 e or er. n n ' ' ·1· t · 1 d ~ \Vhen m June and an~ ~ 

1~:70 ; ~f \ he relation hip between the Mandate _and ~he League with its aggre ive, m1 1tan , rac1a propag~n a•. . . 
f rati·ons n•hi"ch lla now long gone, and _the relahonslup between July the e outrage were committed, cert3: n!y m the large maJont~ 0 

' " l h 1 l dl t come of ca s by the Irgun, why were the oc1ah t settleme~ts searched . • the ·~fondatc now ~rnd llie ;nited { ationstt uc rdia "1a:1it!/ 'ations-;;- Was it expected to find the Irgun in setJtlem~nts org~m ed and run 
W 11.dtoll naont ·kcnoonw '\i1·,;ohu1~~e on~r° w~iar t~o~e_swo:d_ w:sed to mean ,1.~eally ca~ by tho Hi tadruth?. Why ~s the only paper m P~l,estme .n~';, c~o~eJ 

Y 1 h b t tl mted down, so far as my mformat1on goes, a paper called H aa I et-, w h~ch attach verv much meaning to the re abons ip e ~een 1de t ti • k 1· a Liberal paper and which, indeed, h_ as often attack~d the Jewish ations and the fandat~in view of the e thmgs I o uo !rn 1 1 l t d 
t h t rc . hould be laid upon the Mandate. l thought my right Agency for be ng too militant ? I be 1e~•e It 1ere 3:re 1~po1 an '.1n 
hooon .

11
~\end wa a littl untair when he talked about the pro-German vital political mistake w_hich are now ben~g comm1tt cl rn Palestrne . 
.1.· • \Ye ar giving the maxm1U_m . of prov~cation to the most moderate 

party in Iraq. d b tl Lo d P • • d elem nts in Palestin , and 1t 1 for lth1s m~s~ :mpor~ant rea on that I i,ow c.ome, in the main, to the remar~ ma e y _ieh r • res1 den I 111ust a k tl1e Government to end out pohttc_a_l adv •. er ' and, more oI he Council and especially to the Wlute Paper wh1c was is u~ on I p I t 
ads of violen~e. Look at page 2 and ee about the Ilagana bemg a pecially, a abinet :\fini ter, to advise the i:111 1tary m a~ me on 
vhole-time military oraani ation, and o on \yh, t I wan~ ~ ask 1s the differ nee between a oc·ali t and a Fasci t _bec3:use,. behe\·e me, 

thi I£ you look at the Mandate t-0 see what 1s ~he _con htut1on 3:nd it wa not oft n apparent to our generals and bngad1er m rcece. 
fun~tion of the .lgency, you will see th:it the_ consbtut10n and functi~n \\·ith regard to the p1 ent ituation in its broad r a p ct , t~e 
of the Agency are to act in co-operaho:r_i with the fandator! Power plan thatt ha been put forward by the overn1!1 nt ~as, at least this 
in certain conne tion , and I would like to _a k . the o, er?131ent immen e advantage. It does break the terrible circle of counter-
whether this Government has con idered, not tln ~unute, but m t

1
\10 terrorism and killing. T wi h :t. had b~en I;>Ut f?rwar<l m_onths ago. 

course of the 1 t twelve months, whether the J~w1sh Agency, rea ~y I think that even now with certain mod1ficahon 1t oilers a real h?pe 
haYing thi ort of relationship t-0 an Army whi~h has become !h1 of going forward h cau e now at long la t, 12 month aft r the electu~n 
ort of .Arnn-. could 1• ally continue to ~o on bemg the appropr~ate of a Labour Go\~ernment, the phra e '.' re toration of _law and order m 

bodv for the· functions for which it wa intended. There was a tmi e Pale tine " i no longer the restoration_ of the White Paper or the 
whe·n the .\ 1-. b Higher Committee wa lear~y not appropna~e, from tate of affa ·rs which wa condemned as illegal, o far a the fandate 
our Iloint of view, for its function, and 1t wa rernoYed to the was concerned by the majority on the Permanent Mandate~ Com-
eychelles. 

1 h mi ion in 1939. The phrase " re to~ing law and order '.' has, mdeed, 
:Mr. J anner : " •ould the hon. Gentleman_ tell the House ~xact Y w ere a hollow ring if it means the re torah~n of a state of affaus condenmed 

in the Ian<lat t he .\.rab Higher Committee were mentioned for the by the only authority competent to Judge, and wh n OJ~e re_mc1!1her 
purpos of co-oper, tion ? . tl1at the Whiil Paper meant that the Mandate was bcmg mfrmg~d 

Mr. Pickthorn : I nCYer aid that the .\.rah Ihgher ~ommntee w~s and wa not being canied ou~., At le~ t, we now have a ~;eak ·n 
mentioned for the purpo es of co-?peration. The J w1 h gency ~s thi sombre history. At last rest.oration of law an<! order means 
in the :.'.\fandate and it i made quite clear wh_at ort of a body 1t 1 a tate of affair in which this new• pla~ can be_ chscusesd-but _I 
intended to be. and, therefore, the arg~ment 1 ~ll t~e stronger that would add, discu ed, I thin~, by re pon 1ble ;i: ew1 l~ leaders _only if 
when it become , as it eems to me qmte clear it _did become s~mie three things are done. Pubhc accept~nc or d1s~uss on o~ this pla_n 
time ao-o. inappropriate and had fallen out of tep w1th the prescribed mean a great acrific for the Jem h people m Pale trne an~ it 
fum:tion , and, therefore His Majesty' '?Y~rnment ought to have mean th sacrifice of many pledges made. It means the sacnfice. 
con:.ider d the · que. lion of its con~inued vahd1ty. . . very largely, of the terms of the fandate. Whether the. pledge 

I hould like to a k some quest10n about th~ t legrnms, especi~lly made and the )famlate were good or bad, hardly com~s m_to the 
the on beginning on page 4. I hould have he it led to ask que tion argunwnt, bu: ace ptance of this plan means . a real s_acnfi~e. and I 
about the telegram had it not been for the sp ech yesterday o{ ~Ir. am one of those who belieYo that this problem m Palestme w1ll not be 

rm; man. That peech, and the glos:,,e he P1:1t. on t.l~ . telegram· ~nd on settled w ·lhout sacrifice by Arabs and Jews. . 
the relation hip between the Hagana. and Br~t1 h 1~ihtary I~itelhgence, The second point concerns the Negeb. I would remmd hon. 1\fem-
did eem to me to make it ne es ary that certain. P cific questwns shou.1:d bei·s that the \Yo dhea.d ommi sion in 1938 showed the _way, because 
b asked. \\·hen we read, in ithese telegrams, "To London," who is thi 'ommission, which was by no mean ' deemed a fnendly one to 
London? Presumably it was not just addressed to_ London and left the J ewi h point of Yiew, stated :-
to orne clerk in t11e telegraph office to find out whom it moSt concerned. " There are large parts of the Beer heba sub-~i trict now aim? t 
Who is Hayyim? If His Majesty's Government know, I a~ sure lb~y entirely unoccupied which the Jews ought to be gl\·en an ~pportu~1ty 
should t~11 • us. I turn to IU1is new official plan. I am qmte certarn to develop forthwith and that even as regard the occt~p1ed portion 
that neither that plan nor any other will do, unle you persuade the of the sub-district, it would be wrong to take such action as would 
Arab \'ery eady on that you are consulting them about it_. exclude that prospect." . . 

Mr. Wilkes: \Ve have heard to-day a great deal or the wide, general The third point conc~rn this _question ?r the econonnc absorptn:e 
problem, and I wi h to a k certa_in que ~ions-I think they ~re pert- capacity. The e~onom1c a1:>sorphve _capac1t or the ~geb_ !today is 
inent •question -about the operat10ns which_ are now proc~edmg a~d nil. The ei;onomic absorptive capacity of any de ert 1s ~11. '.fho e 
also, to deal with the general background m the concludmg portion word mean very little. They have ?edevilled the_ whole ~is u s1on _of 
or mv peech. . . . Palestine econom c . \V,hat matters 1s the econonnc creahYe potenhal 

I l1appened Ito be in Greece during the operation wh ch were carnell of any district. On cannot judge that until_ one has, at least, se1:n 
out there I watched It.he Br.tish troops enter the country and from what has been done in other parts of Palest.me, where t.he economic 
the hills I saw the first ommandos approaching the sou_thern Pel?~0 n- absorpti,·e capacity was deemed lo be almost nil. \Ve can only let 
ne:m • I saw there the immense burden which a comp.heated pohh~al the people go there and gradually increa e as the area and scope of 
ituaition impo es upon military C?mmanders _who are, usually, qu ~te the agricultural op rations increase. After all what could be more 

unfitted to bear thi burden for, m all conscience, they have enough sacred than the contract between the Labour Party and the Jewish 
to worry about. In dealing with the pres~nt movements of troops an<l people of Pale tine, and the whole Zion ·st cau e. which wa pa sed 
the operations now proceedmg. I would remforc~ the P!0 ~ made yeSter- at conferences for the last 20 Years? \\'hat ould be more sacred 
<lav in this House It.hat we should send a Cabmet Im ster, or some than that contra t? Yet, although there are changed circumstances, 
political advi e1· of real abinet cali1?re, to advise the generals an~ _the i:t ha not been pos ible to carry out that contract. I am afraid that 
brigadiers in Palestine who are bearmg sue~. a heavy. burden. Pohti al legally guaranteed right are not sufficient in the pre ent crisi . 
m ·stake were made in Greece by the mihtn.ry which cost us very Kr. Hopkin Morris: . fr. Churchill in his peecl~ this afternoon 
dear. During the next few days when, pos ibly, the P ychological reminded us of the \ lut Paper of 1922 and remmded us of the 
atmo phere of _Pal tine and _t~1e ps~~hologic:il relaitions between the definition there of the " Jewish rational Home." The right hon. 
Jewish population and the Bntish mihtary Will be fixed, perhaps for Gentleman is playing a great part on this stage, as he has played on 
month to come, I am mo t anxious that no further mi take hall be the other stage of the world, but I think he ought to have gone on to 
made. remind the House of another thing. \Vhy was it necessary to put a What is the object of the pre ent mirtai-y operations? Are th Y definition to the \ hite Paper of 1922? Why was it necessary foi: the 
to track down the Irgun terrori t , or are they to di arm the Jewish White Paper to ay, not that Palestine was to be a Jewish ational 
population? to which or both, we ought to be able to have a Home but that ther should be a Jewish ational Home in Palestine; 
frank, full and open answ r because, if ltfie obj t is to disarm the and that the admission of Jews into Palestine should be in accordance 
Irgun . an~ to captur ~he terrori ts,. ~e !ire no~ doing thi in_ the way with the absore.tive capacity of the country to absorb them! Why 
in wh1 h 1t an be ach \·ed. But, 1f it 1 to d1 arm the J ew1sh popu- hould that be necessary! That was necessary because the Balfour 
lation, then I t me say at one , b aring in mind the faot that between Declaration had already been in force for five years. There had been 
1936 and 1939 1 000 J cw were killed by Arab t rrorist and that His rioting in 1920; there had been r_io~ing_ in 1921. The Balfour Declara-
Maj ty·s overnment , quite properly are committ d by rea on of a tion was not accepted by rah opmwn m the ear Ea t. 
Bl'iti. h military mi ion in Cairo to re-equipping and rearming the Another intere ting coincidence is that the right hon. Gentleman, 
Egyp ian Army, and ommitt d also, again quite properly, to arming in making that ob ervation today, was making it in crit~cism-mild 
training and offic ring th 16 000 of the Arab Legion in Tran jordan criti i m it is true-of the propo als of the Government which had the 
that. if it i the di armaiucnt of the Jewi h population which i the agr me~t of the United tate prior to his own definition. While the 
object of thi operation, it ought to be made cl ar thait this di arm- Peac onfer nc wa going on in Pari , the nited tate had en 
ament in Pale tin i going to be a mutual and reciprocal operation th ir own Commi ion to the ear Ea t. P1·e"ident \ ii on had ent hi 
and tha the Arab thc1 will al o be di arm d. But if :t i o di arm own Commi ion to inquire into the whole arrangement. of tho land that 
and to capture the Irgun terrori t , I hould lik to put th following . had b en subje t to Turki h rule. A R port wa mad' by the two 
que tion to the Government and to have an an w r to them tonight. ommi sion r , both di tingui hed merican Dr. King, the Pr ident 
1h Ir un r p1 n right wing. Fa ci t, t rrori t, brutal, murder- of one of their colleg and fr. Crane, who ub equently becam 
ing organi ation cont.roll d by a t rroii t and Fa o:st Right \Ying party. merican mba ador to hina. Tho e two men went out to inquire 

K r. Oliver Stanley : I alwa. under tood tha th differen hetw en into the position in Pal ·tine . prior to the definition in the right hon. 
the ordinary ,J wi h party in Pale t"ne and th R vi ioni t had nothing Gentleman's Whit Paper. Pr ident \Yi!. on wa in favour of the 
to do with· th cc:onomic po ition, but with 1th p d with whi h th ~· De 1 ration mad hy Mr. Balfour. a h th n wa . Th two om-
wi. hed lo e tabli ·h a ;J wi h , tate in Pal tin -th on by violent " mi ioner appointed b~- Pr id nt \Vil on, who w nt ou ther wer 
metho l and t.he oth 1 h raaual method • in fa ·our of the Zioni t int rpr ta ion of th Balfour D claration. That 
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inl l'pretaLion wa , wilhouL qualification, th<' e. t~hli-,hmenl of a ,lt•wi,-h 
,,tate; there wa • no talk about, ",Jewi h _'at1onal llom •" in llw int r-
1neta tion. Th. inle~·prctalion was : '' . \ ,J cwi • It .:tat . '' Tlwy went 
out, there, and in then· H p 1·t they were prepared to fintl that a J wi. h 
, tale hould ~e e tablished. They inquired tluoughoul th k•nglh and 
urea<lth of the land-through 'yria, the Lebanon and Jraq- and tht•y 
ret'ommende<l rion modification of the e. trern Zionist prn~ra111111l' 
for Pal stine of unlimited inunigrnlion of Jew., looking finally to making 
Pale tme a cli tinctly .J wi h tale. They m, d a series of rcrom111cntla
tion , the recommendation being that the claim for the 'ational llonw 
hould be modified and defined: that, if an attempt, was made to c tab

li. h a Jewi h ... ational Hom<', not a Jewish , late, in Pal<' tine, tll<'r<' 
hould Le placed in Pal Line an ad quatc m1litat) force to ~t•c lhal it 

t'onld b done. The ob· rYalion in th ir reconm1cndalion was that il 
woulll be cmbarras ing, in th' opinions of the two nilt•tl lat s 
Commi ioner , for the niled tat to accept the l\fandafr. owing to 
the powerful Zionist opinion among th ir own ubjcct : an,l they 
11:•commended to President ,vibon that he houl<l rcj ct the acceptance 
of I he fandate· 

Today, in 1946, after the experience w liaYe had in th nwanlimc, 
come another offer to the United tates to ·omc in. I am delight d to 
see that the pre nt Government are inducing the 'nite,l tates to 
acc.,.ept this, or any olhe1· ch me. A w, . point d out by the right 
ho,1. Gentleman the ~fombcr for \Voodford and the right hon. Gentleman 

• tltc :\[ember for We t Bl'istol (.Mr. lanleY), it would be ea y at lhi 
tag.) to critici, e any scheme that was put forward ; cogent reason could 

be n·ought forward again t an one of them. To my mind thcr ate 
two things that arc important in the pre ent circumstances. ,vhalcYCr 
scheme i brought forward-we hope with the agreement of the l nitccl 
• 'tatcs-and accepted should be adhered to. One of the weakne • es of 
the last 25 years, ancl one of the w akne es alta ·!ting lo th(' ri~ht 
hon. Gentleman' o, ·n definition has been the \'ariation in the adminis
tration. 

In 1930 Lord Pa sfield, on behalf of the Go,·crmuent, is uecl a "'hit<' 
Paper in which a re triclion was placed upon immigration and upon 
lar~d lran ~ers. I am not intere te<l for lh_P 11H?111cnt in aying wh<'lht>r 
th 1. w~s r1gh~ or wrong; what I am say mg 1s that the Government, 
and thrs applies to any government, cannot vary its policy from year 
lo year. In 1930 the Government of the da,v re tri led immigmlion'and 
la1~d tra~~~er . anrl th following y<'ar. Mr. Ham ay IacDonald, a 
Pnme l\Im1st_er, wrote a letter to ~he Jewi. h 1\g ncy in whfrh he sairl 
t]1at the \Vh1te Paper meant nothrng of the ort and that the reslric
t101~ ?11 land tran fer and immigra ion should he rt>mo,·ecl. That was a 
varrati?~ _from one to tho other. Then comes the Pc l Report. You 
can c:r1bc1se the Peel Report, you can critici e partition or any scheme 
t~1at can be put for ard,_an<l without agreement b<'tween 'the two 

Hl~- no scheme can Le carn_cd out, and I therefor hopt lhe invil.ition . 
whrch have been sent out wr II lH" accepted both by ..,_\ rnb,; and bv ,T w . . 
But once agreement or omething near to agreement has been reached, 
the. G_oYernment houlcl then pur. ue that poli y without any Jat<'r variations. • • 

:.rea~ men at ~11 time have been intere led in building up their 
conception of the ideal tate. From Plato to ugusline from ng11stine t ~J!b"' from Dante to facbiavelli, from l\Iachiavelli 'to Bacon, Bacon 0 

.0 
~• Ilobbs to Rousseau, one after another. at differPnt times 

an~ 1,n d1fferE:nt countries, all l1ave been interested in desc1·ibing and 
burld!ng_ up, if they could, a conception of the ideal State. The be11t 
·descript10n I know, l1owever, was written in two sent n cs l>v an olcl Hebrew prophet : • 

". ~' city where old men and old wom n can walk the tr t. with 
then· _hands leaning upon their stic:k and wh re th children can 
play m the street thereof." 

Look at the slree~ of Jern alem_ today, or inde <l of Europe. They 
a1·e not afe for children to play m. I hop that a a r su It of this 
ff~rt b~- the Go,·ernment, and a a re ult of a <'riou attempt h~ both 

.-\<tab and Jews to c:ome to an agreement, the treel of ,Tern .ilem an,l 
o[ Eut·ope. shall become such that children can play in them in afcty. 

o m_ore important word was poken from the Front Bench today hy 
the right hon. Gen~leman than when he said that he agr d thal n,, 
,Tew hould 1be subJe ·ted to a. prohibition or compul. ion to which no 
other man was ubjected. It is the one te t of liberty that Jews and 
o,ther races ali~e can live_ ~n the same con~itions in every city of 
Europe. That 1 the c~nd~tion. If Europe 1s not are, neither will 
Jern alem be safe. If it 1s not safe for the Jew neither will it h 
·afe long for anybody else. Conditions of safely a;e the same for all. 

Mr. J'anner : I think it would not be proper if I did not repeat again 
what ha! already. been aid, that the horror and indignation of the 
whole of the Jewish world has gone out a~ain t the atro ious crimes 
which were committed recently in Jeru lem. On the other hand 
I ought to say al o that the xpr ion of opinion given by the generai 
who is supposed to be dealing with the ituation in Palest-in mu t, 
fill with ~orror all those who have read U~e words he used. Obviou ly, 
to describe all of Lhose who have built what ha been built rn 
Pale tine in uch terms as "loathsome," and similar words, is going 
to such an extreme that no reasonable per. on eould po ibly toleral 
the u e of them. 

. Mr: Stokes : In rl;\i ing the que tion o[ General !3arkcr, may I ask 
111m if he has . tud1ed the econd telegram on page 4 of the Whit 
Pa.per. and doe;; he realise that the gentleman referred t.o hy the name 
of " Havvim " i Dr. Weizmann! 

Mr. J'anner : I neither realise that nor am I prepar d to a cept th 
ugge tions that have been made that the e telegrams arc ·om1c ·tcd 

officially with the Jewish .\gency. I do not know what tho e tele
gram are supposed to be, and J have heard Yery little to indicate 
exactly what they are, but I think my hon. Friend will agree, i[ he 
know what ha been perform d in Paie tine by the .Jewish ettler in 
the period during which the fandate ha been in operation he will 
a~r e that the Yery la t word that an be used about thos who built 
thatrgreat ocial enterprise, and_ who haYe be~n praised on all ides 
for it uccess, i the word u ed m the general s letter. 

I think we ought to go back for a moment or two and examine 
what reallv has happened in the period during which the Mandate 
ha b en in operation. We have heard that political Zioni ·ts arc 
to be di tinJ?:ni hed from o-called cultural Zioni~ts. \ hat non n c. 
The Declaration was ent to the Zionist Fed(•ration bY Balfour. 
Balfour d ·Jared him elf a Zioni t. Iy right hon. Friend 'the Leader 
of the ()ppo. ition ha de Jared him el£ uch and nearly eYcrybody who 
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has . pok n in 1. ,·om· of Lh J wish J. 'al10nal Home, on all . iucs ot 
th de Jard him elf a Zioni t; quit' riglitly. 

Tho p111·p of Zioni m "a. not only lo de I with tho question of 
s ,uling p rseculod Jew.. Thero 1s a mi und r tanJing on this point. 
Th idea ol tho Ziom t 111ove111 nl, which wa inaugur, lc<l by Herzl, 
was to d al, one.: for all, with the home! s ·n s of the Jewi~h p ople; 
an entirclv differ nt rnalll•t·. The horn I ·sn . of tho people is il • 
tragedy, and Herzl concei, ed the idea tha th l'C hould he ; Zioni t 
mov menL whi h should have as its objt• ·t tho re-t'rt•at io11 of I he 
Jewish J. ~aLional Home; and tho only Jami in whi h that l'Ould be 
done, ob,iou ·ly, was that lo which lhe ,h•wi. h p opl<' h:ul ht'l'll t111n
ing their eve fo1· o many generation . J wa mainly d<'serl tlrt•n, 
it is trn '. It wa practically us lt•ss. Th• .\rabs inhab1tiug Palt-... tinu 
, t that limo were under Turkish rule. ,'ome people talk glihly ahout 
tho .\rabs giYing som thing away. It I noL a quc tio11 at ,di of 
what th, Arab. w re givi11g. ll \\, . a <1ucstion o[ ,0111Phody buying 
lanu in a :ouulry which wa. pr,H'li ally unu (•<l. in whid1 some 
hundred of thou ·and of p ople wt•r living, it is true, hut in whid1 lhe 
number o[ the population wac; 11<'\ <'I" incrcasi11K, in "hil'lt dis<'a~c w. 
1·ife. IL was a qu lion of their laking vcr a land which was prnc
lically devoid ol any culti\'ation. 

Mr. Stokes : It is not pos iulc fo1· nobody to b th re and £or di. ca . o 
to be l'ife at tho same time. 

Mr. Janner: \\'hen the Balfour De laration wa • given it \\a gi, n 
in order that the J ewi h people might er ate a J. 'ational 1I"111e or 
Pal stinc. They pro< eclkd to do i l, and they did it well. They 
re 'O\'Cred from the dl'scrl land which l'U:tblt's lltt• 600.0 ,0 \\ hn a re 
there now to lh e in omp, rati,·e c.:omfot't. 'L'hcy proYidcd conditions 
whi h cnahl d the .\rah population in the land lo increase. They wept 
disea i-' from the ar as whil'h they wore cultiYating, and this hen<'fi!<'d 
,Jew and .\rah alike. 1 cannot ·urnl('rstarnl whv a distin ·lion i • not 
made, wh •n tlri-; rnalter is t111<l1•1· disn,ssion, ltl'lW('en th .\rah poli
tici, ns who arc mainlv outside Palcsti1w and som who nr<' within 
the boundaries of l'afo line - and the Pal inian Arabs as a whole 
them l\'C . 

Let me give th Hou c , quotation fro111 a . tatem nt wade "IJ{'n a 
new Jewish colony "as being created lo t' 111111 111orate the name ol' a 
great man who h~Hl fallen in th conr ' of this war, Brigadier Kisch. 
A striking fcaLure of the inaugural tcrcrnon;,.·, only a t'cw da;v . .igo, 
was the appearance of a th•legalion of ~\rah c\Jcr. from the adjoining 
,illage of ~1adcr, lll'adt•d hy th<' )fukhlar, Ibrahim Altayh, who wel
t·omed the ,Jewish ex- oldi<'r settlers, saying : -

" T haYc ar ·hcd hi . lory and ha\' fail d lo ftncl any cause of 
enmity uctwcc11 the . ons of T • h111ail and Jc;aac, bolh of whom are 
sons of ~\braharu.'' 
It was onlv inLrign rs, he ad<leJ, who ought lo ow dis ord h lwP<'n 

lhe p 'opl s, ·and h express<'d the hope tl,at the pre cut, cloud would 
disper ·e and that a pc, • ful lime for all would soon begin. 'J'his 
took pt.' c almost at the pre nt tim . It tak . place at a meeting 
between Jew and .\rah who are li,ing together in amity in .Palcstrne. 
In that country th re was a strike re ·ently. Jew and A.l'ab together 
enter d mto that . trike without any difference b tween themselves. 
l sh 1ld like lo a-,k lh' .o,cmmcnt, my right hon. Fri nd , to take 
into consideration Lhe fad lhat, in Lhe main, the ~\rab working 
population, in Pale. tine il elf, have been quite agreeabl4: t~ the develop
ment of the ,Jewi h .. ational Home there; and that 1L is a que t10n 
of preventing tho e who ar outside from fomenting agitations, and, by 
such pre\ •ntion, bringing peace and harmony within the boundaries 
of that country. 

Tho term of th Balfour Declaration were clear. I am not prepared 
to accept the ugg lion ', which legali tic quibhles inlrodu ·e into this 
matter, at all. I am sur<', as the P cl Commilte said, that it wa 
under tood at !,he time under lhc Mandate accept d by 52 nation , that, 
ultimately, there would b a Jewish tale in Pal~ line. It was stated 
in lhe Peel R port. uh quenlly ther were qmbhlc ahout that. It 
i p rfectly clear that th quc ~ion of th~ number of people who_ should 
he ac ommodalcd in LhaL Jew1 h Pale lme Home mu 't h de 1ded by 
the people of the Hom itself. \ hy, today there is actually a shipload 
of people just out idc Pal<',-.lin who hav<' e:; ·aJ>~d frolll !ho horror of 
Europe and who ha, not been allowed to land m Pal :lme. I should 
like to bring the all •nlion of t,h House ba k to 1939, when that, per
nicious \Vhitc Pap r was introdu ·ed :ind wh n Jemher' on _all side 
of thi Honse sll'ongly and stoutly ondemn d the . ugg bon Lhat 
the p1opo al lhat Pale tine. in so far as lh immigration of .J ws was 
coneerned, was lo haYe a clos d door after a certain time. 

The J wi h selll rs in Pale. tin took their proper shar in tlH' war 
effort and had it not h en for the J wi h s ttlement the situation in 
th9 ~•fiddle Ea t would have be n much more critical. They play d 
their full parl in helping the llie . I would a k my hon. Fri nd 
whether 1.he Government will not recon ider the admis ion of the 100,()(X) 
people into Palestine w110 are waiting anxiou. ly to get out of th 
cl sperate po. itiou in 1which th y ~re. \~hat reason can _ther be for 
not allowing them lo enter Palestme ! 'I hey a_re not a k_rng for work 
or food from anyon other than then· own kith and km. I would 
ask the Govemment to allow th m to ent r without d lay. When th 
Balfour Declaration originally ame o~t it re£ rred to omc 45,()(X) square 
mile• of land. That figure was r du d lat r by the White Pa.per o[ 
1922 to 10 ()(X) squ. re miles. What i the figur bein , rcduc d t.o now? 
A ha. be~n tated, the eg b can be made fruitful. . It t"an h mad 
fruitful not only by the cxpPnditme o! labour ~nd _ca.p1_lal, but th!'Ol!gh 
the exercise of that good will aud the 1d als wh1 ·h msp1red t,h hurldmg 
up of other parts of Pal stine. It wa not only a. que lion_ of la1><?ur 
and capital but de ire of these people to create , m thmg wlnch 
made the d~ ert bloom. In view of the fact that the :Mandate i still 
·n exi t nee and the declared rpolicy of the Governm nt i to abide by 
it we shouid not turn a.sid at t hi ~tage and cut down th x. ent • or' the ,Jewi ·h ... Talional Hom . T a k th . G°'·ernm nt to ret•on 1<Jpr 
th<' po~ition, ,o that a full fandatory ational Ho~te may ont·e more 
be envi. aged, 1which will h t.o the hen fit of Pale tme, to th b n fit 
of this l'Ountry and to tll<' hern•fit of the ~hole _worlrl. . 

Kr. Henderson Stewart: 1 m11. t b qmte evr(l !1 . that the que ho_n 
t •. •1u not m relv on<' wtu h concern. poht1cal and ·onom1c a i u "' • h d. •• t t· d velopment of a ;mall c~>t~nlry £or w o, a. n_nn_i. ~a 1011 w ar r. pon-
ible It i a. mall r ra1.1n~ moral and pmhul 1,_in~ of the l1_1ghe. t 

. • t cc It j no wonder th refore, that oprn1on upon I ut 1mpor an • • T ti • • tt £ • 1 acr . , 11 political parhe·. o me, 11. 1 a ma r o c n_ c1l'nce, 1 re 
ron cil'il. alone 11111 t dir ,t, ,v Ir vc all be n d clanng wher w 
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tand, and fo1· my part, :peaking t•ntir ly for my.~ 1£, 1 c nfe1,;s that 
I . land on the . id of the Zioni t. . I haYP not a drop of ,Jewi h blood 
in me, and T ha\' no particular lo\·e for the .T wi h p oµle, although 
lik ther . I hav many ,I wi h fri ncl!-1, who 1• fri mhhip. I cheri h. 
But Zioni m to lilt' is .omething whic·h i. irr \"Otably link d with tlw 

hri>1tian faith, 1with the lturch of .'cotland in which I wa,; brought 
up. Perhap. it wa that early a sociation of idea which eau,;Nl me 
a. a vonn y offi ei at the end of the la t war to b :;o thrilled hv tlw 
Balfo~n· D datation when it wa. made publie. • 

That action hv the BiitL h ~oHrnment . et•nwd to m to b a fine 
and noble thini, in t·onformity with the faith and 1•harac- t r of the 
Briti.t,h people. It wa a dedaration which c·ommilte<I the hono111· of 
thir country: it 11ndouhtedly enjoyeri the almoi>l unanimous support of 
the people at that time-it t·t•rtainly won apwornl of every Party in 
the Honse of ('ommon1,;. 1 ha\·e never been ahli> to cap from that 
d bt of honom, and when betw t•n the ;war eff rb wen• made to wl1ittle 
down the "'.\fanclat , T did e\erything I could in 111y humble way to oppo;:e 
th m. In the great l)pbat1• 011 th \Yhite Pap r in 1939, whi ch wa 
matle a m tter of ·eonfidence. a a ,-uppol'lcr of the ,oHrnment, I voted 
again t the \Yhitl' Paper, and had l caught th eyt' of "'.\fr . peaker 
l wonhl haYe pohn "gain. tit in the . trnngest t rm . 

I found mv lf ii1 11e Lobby on that occasion with some remarkahl 
men. Ther • were "\lr . . \m~l'Y, ~h. Lloyd , or •P , \II'. C'hurchill, 
1r. H. )f t·millan, , it .\ . Heth rt anti the wholP anay of the Labour 

Palty in<:lud in the pre nt leader,; of thi Labour fO\ l'Jllment. Tt is 
a tra ;edv that with the e:..t·eplion of tho e whom I have nam cl , tho.e 
ri ht hoi1. C:entlet1H'll who vot d lh1•n for the hon ur and ob ervance 
of the pled O'ed word o Englan1l J1ouhl now, a England"::- ma t r . trail 
that hon om in t h• dm,t and ra \ ' il e yet again their own . l nm prnmi. e . 
f ' eareely ,woulcl hav thou ht it po. ible that in a ingle year of office 
and power ri irht hon. .-entl men oppo,;ite could hav left uch a dark 
trail of br ken plt:>dll'e:-. • 

Holding th e view,; on our obligabons, I confe lhat I wa . hocked 
to r<'acl of the fir t ,iol it mea,;ures taken bv the GoYernm n! a •ain ·t 
the .Jewi. h people in Pale:tine. I do not for ·one monwnt l'hallen O'e the 
right and dutv of lhe Government to maintain order in that lricken 
land, and .upprt• l,y all nece:;sa1·y m a ur the vi'lence and inexcu. able 
outrage rec ntly committed. T abhor the e outrag , and agr~ that 
they mu t be tamped out and order re11torPd. But I a. k, with the 
grl•ate,-t arne tne. s, wh ther thi method i tl1e right and only way 
to r . tore order in Pale. tine. Can it po: ibly be the ri ht way to 
provide tranquillitv in thi. Holv Lan<l, for whi •11 tlie whole world i 
re pon ihl , and for whieh our· ountry ha a \·ery p ·ial and l1igh 
dearee of re pon. ibility? The pr ent ·ri. is in Palestine i not ome
thing which ha n wly happened. Tt i;; not a uclden mutiny wl1ich hard 
mea. ure. will quiekly obliterate. 

Pale. line. t>,;J cially int e th r nd of the la ·t ;war, ha be n a place 
oi eYer-incr a in ten ion. Even he mo. t unin. tructed person must 
hav seen that cri i --outrage and calamity were bound to be th end 
of it all, nnle s broad, wift ancl tate,-manlike mea. nr w re taken. 
It i not a new problem, and the oYernment must liav known th 
problem and ha Ye 1· cogni ed that only dra. tic alteration of condition 
in Pal tine would 1)revent that ten ion from xplotling. 'I haL the 
Hou demanded, and what the <'ountry demanded, wa a clear plan, 
firm deci:;ion and . wift action by the Briti h Government. Tn. tead of 
that, we ha \"e had a succession of <le lap, u bterfuges and era and 
unforgivable blunder, such, for example, as them st unfortunate .p _c ·h 
of the For ign ec,·etarv at the Bournemouth C'onferenrP. EYen tomght 
th1 tale of delay, proci·a. tinatio~ and mi un<l r tandinO' is no~ fini hed. 
The propo ali;; or the Lord Pre 1dent, o far a. I liaw tu~• d th~m, 
inrnh·e till Iudher long delay . For exampl we c n clo noth111g until a 
meetin of the two . ides ha. been ealled. I a. ked the Pre. i lent of 
the Board of Trade when lie thought that would take pla e? He could 
not t ll me. I a k would- it be before the <'11(1 of eptem b r? 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies (Mr. George Hall) : J am 
hopeful that it will take place in the middle of a\ugu. t. 

Mr. Stewart: That i th first indication .whil'l1 w haw h en giYe11, 
bu I cannot see when these meetings will end. The delegates must 
con ult their friend before rea hing d ci ion . I cannot • e His 
. fajesty' , owrnment tak~ng deci ~on upon tl~o d_ cisio~ until hrist
m Yet time url'ly 1 the vital factor m this bu mes.. Before 
the • Labour GoYernment took office th y had a plan. They said so. 
\\Then thev took office tbt•y could haY carried oul that plan, or the 
plan of tl1e Whit Pape1· whi ·h th Coalition (?ovemmen~ ha~ been 
end avouring to arry through , or the .\nglo-.\m ncan C"omm1tte s plan. 
They dit1 n n of tho t' thin 

Kr. Scollan: There wa a complPt change or l' ir ·um tance in the 
interval. 

Kr. H. Macmillan: The only <:hang wa. that Labom came into office. 
Mr. Stewart : . ~ othing i to be done_ to reli \ e lhe le~1. ion of which 

I haH spoken until the ·e two parti hav m t. _ch cu ed , gone 
home d 'cided and then Uw ,overnment haY to cl ' •1de what to do. 
I - thi' another' example of lack of o-operation b tween lhi , OY~rnment 

nd .\merica? lt was not Yet y Ion a o that th Lord Pr ,.,Ill nt of 
th . Counc_il had_ lo ~o. to ~ml·rica becau • ther wa, a mi und 1 ·landing. 
Jt 1,- an m •rechble . ilual!on that a statement :;hould hav be n ma,J, 
ye. t rday, l>a,-ed, a,; the Lord Pre:ic~eut him,., U l'"lai~. _fundanwntally 
011 ac1:epla11r and a •rt•ement by . • \menca, and that w1th111 24 hour we 
hould be informed that .\menca appar ntly, do ,; not agre . The 

i>oint, whi h I am making i •. tha.t Pale ·tii~e, a th' l1l£?ment. i a _place of 
normou t n ion , and that if tht,; matt r 1 cl layed without p crnl em r

g ncy nH a.·ures lit:'111, tak 11 i111111 diately- :111d l am •oin , to _. u g ·t 
n that t 11 ion will not be lowe,ed, but mcn•a~ d. ~l anwlnl and 

I talk with i,ome knowled •I! of thi,.; malt r- young ,J wi,;h men and 
women in Pal ~tin know that their f1iend . , father· moth r and 
broth 1 ,. an' 0\' r here in camp' of one kind or :moth r, aud cannot go 
to th ir . "at1onal Home. A brot~ _r of mine_ .ail d a ~veek or two a o 
from )T, 1 ·eill to Haifa. He 10111 d a l~ip on wh1 h. th re wa a 
con id 1abl number of ,Jewi~h r fug orng lo P~l tme. He l_ia.' 

• told m <b ut it. H said th t wh n the am ut mlo th un ·hme• 
their l,aie ba k w r oYered with . w al an~ cut impo_ t>d upon t? m 
b the ~ -azi p r cu tors. He , aid that it, "'. . a. 1ckemng ig~t 
a~ cl morali ing thing to f 1 that ~h Bnti ·h ,oven~m n -hi 
Government-w r the Gov rnmen ~h1ch w re pr ventm the· 
wr tch d p opl from g ttin lo Pal lm • 

Mr. Stokes : Doe: it not demornli,e the hon. ){ember . tiil mor 
that th Go\·emnwnt do not acct>pt them into tin country? pro-
portion of twenty-fiv thou and. 

Mr. Stewart: 1: that •oing lo help Yery much ? I. that goin, t 
help at all in rl'li ving ten.sion in PalP tin ~ The :-peak r then ouoted 
a .statement made hy D1. Dalton: 

' ' It i m01:1lly \\Ton •_and politically incl •fen,-ihle to impo;: ob,t ael 
to the entry 1nto Palestme now of anv ,Jew who d ir to o. ,. 

That was the han ellor of the Exd1equ1•1· only a year ago. (,.. 11, 
to be wonclNed at that the e wretched peopl in Pal sti11c a. \\ l'll a$ 
thei1 more wr •_tch •d 1iP1Hl • and relativ .over her in Europ , are 
utterl~· di ·appo1ntecl and de p rate? 1:'hat 1. th fact that i~ •,rn,.mg 
the troubl to-day. I do not condone it; I deplorl' it, but it i, a act 
we mu,-t face. 

Therdore, tlw UoY~rnment_ mu:;t now fa l' up to th ' prohh•m o[ 
th 100,000. l had :;aHl that 1t would take months b fore agr .111t>nt i!i 
rPaclwcl 011 t hi 11 w plan. I . ay 110w that action mu. t be taken on t lte 
pt·~blem of ~he 100,000. _I ay the ettlemeut._ f thi~ Pale;-;tin problem i~ 
rntimately hnkt•d up with _our !ntme rel at 1011 . with .\m rica. Ha \'ing 
rega1 1 to the ombre, nm ccne that Wt! ha\ e . e n developing in 
Europe in th ,e r cent month I say w l'annot 1i,-.k lo:ing th .sym
pathy and co-op ration oi that gl'eat clemo(Tati • pl'ople. At. all o t 
[ would ndearnur to hold thci1· ,_vmpalhy and friend;,hip. If w • act 
now in the way th, I have ugge~ted and rant tl1e1,; et tificale-: a an 
act of faith w may uec ed. 

Mr. M. Philips Price: Th 'overnmenl ha,e mad • most imp01ta11t 
. tatement on the Pale. tin . ituation, and I do not complain that th y 
ha\"C wait <l ~om tim before thev haYe made tha t tatement. I th ink 
that they wt>re right to try to bt~ing with them, a · far a they ould, 
publie opinion in the l'nited tates. Th proce: of t1elf-education in 
forei an affair: among t our Tran,atlanti eou in i • a slow one . \Ye 
mu t not for t that the elections 01· Con re . .- ar not ,. ry far off~ 
and, unfortunately, politic · are ·being 1 layed al llw moment. That 
i - a can,; o[ mu ·h o the difficulty with which w are faced . On 
the other hand, I hope l~e GoYernment will show initiative in thi:,; 
matter. and not trail along b hind the coat-tail,s of ncl an1. I admit 
that ' ncle_ am i: important in rega1·d to financing much of what i;; m 
the ,plan, but, at the ame time, haYina regard to the ·ituatiou that 
exi bi, I hope that they will take a lead m thi matte1:. 

I have alway · b c•n a opponent of partition largely on the round 
that in a country the :ize of \Vale -and that i what Pale tine iia
it is difficult lo create two 0l' still three tate' . But the gravity of ~he 
. ituation i uch, the impar. e o great and th outlook o menacing. that 
I would be ready to ·on ider any plan which might ue a olutio11. 
1 have alwavs thou ht that P. le tine hould b a Jewi h-_\.rab tat 
with the ~\.rahs in a majority brcause they ar th original inhabitant,.,. 
.Just a I haYe oppo~ d th extreme Zioni t ' view, o alway hav I 
opp ed the exll'enw .\ rab Yil'w that Pal tin . hould only h t> an 
.\rab tale, bee. use \\ e cannot have a country lik Pale tine, wh r ~ 
the tlu , reat r Ii •ion of th world ha\·e their root , so popula t d 
that n race ompleteh· dominate~ il. ThN mu~t be a multi -racial 

tate in Pale. tin , but, th .\rahs at·e entitled to th majority, ht>cau e 
they. r the original inhabitant:. 

Th time is coming too, wh n _there will b an Arab League; :n 
fact there is n now. l hop, that the Amb League will inco1·porat 
all th _trab ' lates of the .Mid lie Ea t, and I would like to ee 
Palestin part of that. League a a multi-ra('ial , 'tat like Lebanon 01· 
~yria. If this aim i!> to be achieYed the Jew · must abandon on and 
for all any attempt lo uom·nate the Arabs in J.->al tine and be cont nt. 
with a minority and a cultural home. Briti h Hovernment in the 
past should n \'Cl' ha\'e allowed the Zioni t to put the interpr talion 
on " national home for the Jew .. that they have, and th y are 
much to blame for allowing them th liberty of putting lh ir meaning 
on the term. \Ye have also allowed too long a deliberate confusing b 
the z ·onists of the condition of the di placed Jews in ' ntral Europe 
with immigration into Palestine. It i th duty of the W tern 
Powers to do their part in these matle1·s and then I tliink I know 
what th - rab r action is going to be. 

Colonel Ponaonby : Thi D bate has ran eel ov r all the i ue which 
affect Palestine-moral pir' tual enti111e11lal , and hi toric. 1 my 1£ 
feel that it is time we left ancient hiS1tory behind, and looked lo the. 
future. Herc i a cri is of great magnitude. and h re are the Govem
ment trying ha1·d lo fim.i a olution. For a short time I would Iik 
lo say a few words about 1the ha is on wit · h the Government pro
pose~ s~ttlement o~ the problem i founded. lt. is pur Iy economic, 
and is linked up with what has been mentioned several times in the 
Debate., namel)'., the limit of the e onomic_ capacity of the country to 
absorb a certain numb r of p ople. I will gi\·e the Hous only one 
or two figures, which are et out to some extent :n th Report ·r the 
A~glo-..\.me1:ican ommitJtee. The counfry has an ar a of 10,000 quare 
nules, and if one _deducts the 4,~ ~quare mile of th egeb, which 
ean be u ed _po 1bly_ a a cu h1on 10 th futur , ther i a balan e 
!eft of 6,000 quar~ mil s. As the Repo1·t of th C'ommitt e say , th re 
is now a I opulahon of 1,765,000, of which 554,000 a1 Jews, and 
1,061,000 ar Io l m . 

I on think of th uture-and i:t • to the futm that we 111n t 
d_irect ou.r at~euli?n-on finds that in !959, ven if th re is no em1gra
bon _or imm1~1·allon. of . 1osl_ ms, they will be up to about 1,700,000, 
and _if there ;.s ~10 11u1111gnthon of Jew , a suppo ·tion which i irn 
po tbl _, th . will be up Ito 664,~. At the pre ent time th r i a 
populahon of 179 lo th square mile. and if on 1 av s out the • > Ph 
a _population of 336 to lh squ~re m~le. ~t u ompar those fi.,."lue '. 
with th figure for two ·ountnes with wluch w are fam=Iiar \Yale 
w~th 8,000 squar mile , and a P<?Pulation of 2 500 000, and Belgium 
w1th an area of .ll,750 .squar 1mle 0 and a. population of 8,250.000. 
Hon. lemb r will reahs how ,·er, that \Vale c1erive it pro pe1 it.y 
!rom its coalmiu'ng tecl, s~ip repairing, and o on, and that B J ium 
1s a pro pe!·ou manufa ·lur1~g- ountry with oal, iron, zin , lead, 
copp r, all il prosp r1ty dern·rn from min ral wealth. Ther i no 
compari ·on with Pal tin b cau , ex ept for he D ad a pota h 
lh re are practically no min ral :n Pal tine and no raw mat nal ' 

'l'he1: for , . w om to. th proble~1 that 'w find in many of the 
c:ountu s wlnch we adm1ru ter of havm an almo wholly agri ultural 
countr.y. E\· 1~ th~n a _g1 a.t deal or_ th ountr ith r cannot b 
tak n mlo ulhvatton or 1s already cultH'at d. Any hon. femb r who 
has walk d, a . I hav done 0\'er th Plain of . haron and th Yale 
of E dra Ion will rem mb r the crop of bail y wheat, maize. giap _ 
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fruit, and so on. Practically all of that land i , under cultivation. 
If one climbs the Hills of Ephraim and Galilee and the lountains of 
Judea, one sees how bare and rocky they are; the vin yard, olivo 
groves and fig groves are made on teHaces to hold the scanty water 
supply. ':fh~s ~he count~·y is alm?st entirely agricultural, and v ry 
much of 1t 1~ either c~lt1yated or mc!lpable of being cultivated. t 
we are plannmg, or th nkmg of plannmg, to put more p ople into that 
country. When I saw the figures in the Report of the Anglo- m rican 
Commivtee, I wondered how it was po sible for them lo r omm nd 
100,000 immigrants now, having regard to the fact that in a very few 
years, with the natural increase, there will be far too many people 
in the country. I do not wish to put a spanner into lthc machinery, 
but it :s very important that we should all r alisc what will happen 
in the future if we try to force an increa ed population into what is 
already an over-populated agricultural country. 

Jlr. Lipson : I speak as one who is deeply grieved at r cent happ n
ings JD Palestine. To me it is heartbreaking that so-called Jews should 
have been guilty of such murderous outrag•s as took place ·n 
Jerusalem. I use Jthe phrase " so-called Jews " because there is noth
ing in the teachings of Judaism which could possibly justify an action 
of that kind. Judaism is a way of life. Its ways am ways of pleasant
ness and all its paths are peace; there is no place in Judaism for 
murder and outrage. I say that these terror·sts have done an injury 
to lthe Jew which Hitle1· was not able to do; he destroyed their bodi 
but their glory and their honour remained. These te1Torists have in
flicted an :ndelible stain on the name of the Jew an<l if ,they persist they 
will destroy the Jewish soul. He is no friend to the J w who tr'es 
to jUSltify or to condone in the slightest degree the action of the e 
terrorists. The fact that 6,000,000 Jews have been killed by the 
Nazis is not the slightest justification for the murderous and treacherous 
attacks on British soldiers who saved Jthe rema." ning Jews from a 
similar fate. If it had not been for Britain and th stand she look in 
1940 what would there be today of the Jewish ational Home in 
Palestine? How many of those who vilify this coun:try would be free 
to do so today if Brita· n had not stood firm in 1940? 

It is necessary to say tl1ese things, and I should like the House to 
know that there are many Jews in this country and in other lands who 
are and will ever remain grateful to Great Britain for what she has 
done. May I say that I heartily welcome the plan which His fajesty's 
Government have brought forward and I think tha:t it is to the· r 
credit that they have not been so provoked by recent happenings in 
Palestine as not to bring forward a plan for dealing with lhe prob! m 
there. I doubt if there is any other country in the world which, if 
exposed to similar provocation, would have cont'nued with its policy 
and have. produced a plan to try and settle the Jewish problem in 
Palestine. I believe that this plan which has be n put forward by 
tthe Government is one which is practicable and which can work, 
provided there is a will to work it, and I hope that both Arabs and 
Jews w·n be willing to cooperate with His Iaje ty's Government in 
an attempt to make it work. Personally, I prefer tho proposals put 
forward JD lthe plan to partition because the e p,roposals do not clo e 
the door; they leave open the possibility of realising what I think most 
people must appreciate is the best solution in Palestine-a Palestinian 
state in which Jews and Arabs would co-operate. 

The Secretary of State for the Ooloniea (Kr· George Hall) : It is 
remarkable that we should have a two days Debate on the question 
of Palestine with so little political feeling displayed, so many con
structive speeches made and so much agreement as to the policy before 
the House. The Deba;te will encourage His Majesty's Government to 
go forward, we trust with the full cooperation of the Government of 
the United States, to get the conference going a.s quickly as pos ibl , 
to reach a settlemen't of a matter which has baffled Governments over 
the last quarter of a century. 

The right hon. Gentleman fr. Churchill dealt in his sp ech with 
the :Mandate and the growth of the Jewish T ational Home, not only 
in respect of popula.'tion, but also in respect of the development of 
that part of Palestine which has been occupied by the Jews. I do 
not think that it is yet fully realised by a number of people what has 
been don·e during the last 24 or 25 years, notwi~h tanding lthe great 
difficulty with which Palestine and the Pale tinian Administration 
have been confronted. The right hon. Gentleman rightly said that 
the Jewish population in Palestine had increased six-fold or seven-fold 
whereas, as he also rightly says, the Arab population has increa eel 
by some 100 per cent. It is not only a question of populat'on. It is a 
question of what has been done. I regret very much that I have not 
yet had an opportunity of visiting Palestine to see the result of that 
work but I wonld remind many people who criticise His Majesty's 
Government of the terms used by the hon. Member for f'heltP-nham 
(Mr. Lipson) who addressed the House in the most moving manner, 
as he usually does. He pointed out, as he always docs point out, what 
the ational Home owes to the British people. Others refused the 
.Mandate when it was offered, and it was the British who accepted 
it. Who is there in this House who will say that as far as it has been 
possible, taking into consideration the confli ting interests of both 
ra;es, that Mandate has not been faithfully cart·Ied out? I think it ~as. 

The right hon. Gentleman stressed the pomt of Anglo-Amencan 
co-operation in this matter. It has been surprising to hear some of 
the speeches which have been made during the past two days blaming 
the Government for delay and vacillation. The whole of the time that 
was taken up from August of last year until last Friday was spent in 
seeking Anglo-American unity or co-operation in dealing with this 
very grave problem. I am hopeful, as I have already said, that we 
shall obtain that co-operation until the scheme has been put through. 
The right hon. Gentleman also talked of giving up the Mandate. 
He said that unless we obtained that co-operation we should n~me 
a date and put the Palestinian problem at the feet of the Umted 

ation . The Lord President said yesterday that it is our intention, 
i£ the scheme ia found acceptable, that it should be embodied in a 
trusteeship agreement for Palestine. In that ev_en_t we shall prel?are 
the draft of a trusteeship agreement for submission to the United 
Nations as soon as it is practicabl~, but His :Maj~sty's Government 
have alreadv ma.de it clear that while they are an. 1ous to place man
dated territories under trusteeship government, their agreement to 
do so must naturally depend upon their being able to negoti~te terms 
which, in their view, are generally satisf~ctory, and a~lneve. the 
objectives of the Charter and are in the best mtereste of the mhab1tants 
of the territories concerned. 

\Vo hore that the forthcoming onfer nee with the Arabs and the 
Jews wil a si t u in achieving the fulfilment of those conditions. It 
is not ea y to btain a tru tee hip :tgr cm nt und r the tru l hip 
organisation which exi ts al lh present time. '!'her i. a lot of pre
paratory work to be done. There has to be a designation of the 
'tales . lt·ictly con rued, and one can imagine that in n golialing a 

tru ·t c hip agreement Ior Pale 'line, urronnded a Palestine is by rah 
, tate , it will not b , cry ea y for the trust e, whether it is a single 
tru te' or an Anglo .\m rit :m trustee, or, indeed, a nil d ations 
tru t hip, uni s we ·an g t th Ambs and the Jew lo ome into 
conferenco, a , we propo-, getting them to come, with a pro pe t of 
obtaining , n agr emenl. It that agre ment 1s obt, in d, there i no 
roa on why we could not, go on as has been uggc ·t d by so many hon. 
and right hon. ~lembcrs in tho ~ou e of this di ·cu ·sion, and obtain 
a tru tee" hip .agreement. 

It is not ea y to lay the Manda lo aL th fc t of . .r .0. unle. s Lh re 
is an organi ' '.ttion to take its pla e, and that is what we aro hoping 
·to do. I thoughL the right hon. U ntlcman towards the nd of his 
speech brought in a good deal of politi ·ally controversial matt r, not 
helpful at all in obtaining Ame1·i an co oi)cralion with th chcmc. 
I thought it was ns my hon. Friend said, very mi chievous, and 
sitting here and heal'ing what he said, I thought that notwith. landing 
hi de ire to htain nglo-Amcrican o op ration, h did his be t 
to d troy it. '\ hy did h bring Egypt inlo thi · di~ u~ ion? H 
knows that at the pr ent time negotiations are proceeding for a new 
agreement with Egypt. Jn thi connc tion we ha, und rtak n to 
withdrawn Bri.ti ·h troop · from Egyptian territory. W till maintain 
our belief that the policy we have adopt d is th righL poli y, and 
the poli y b t cal ·ulat d lo ecure Brill h inter . tt. The right hon. 
Gentleman has spoken of strategic int re ts . Why, our grcatc. t 
strategic safeguard in the )liddle Ea t is the fri nd hip of its Gov rn
ments and its people . \Ve do not intend to lose sight of this prin
ciple in Pale tin any more lhan in Egypt. IT a . olulion is found 
that is ju t and right and acceptable to both people. , w shall not 
allow mjlitary considerations to prevent us from ado_pti~g that pt·in iple. 

We 11 toned, as we alway listen. to a very movmg spe h from 
my hon. Friend Jr. . ilverman. Tahu, lly, as we exp t d of him, 
he devoted a good deal of hi . speech to pressing for the immediate 
admission 0£ the 100,000 Jews into Pale Line. His Maje. ty's Gov rn
ment have made the position quite clear. Th y. wanted the re om
r.1en,Jation9 of the Anglo- m rican Committee accepted as a whole. 
It wa felt and, indeed, rightly so, that, with all that is involved 
in the admi ion of 100,000 Jew mto Palestine it wa a burden gr alcr 
than Iii Majesty's Government could carry. The co t invoked is 
a very heavy co t :ind, indeed _as i laid down in ~he plan and was 
mentioned by my r1ght hon. Friend the Lord Prcs1dent, as s~on as 
this plan omc into operation, a plan already exists for the mlake 
of the 100 000 Jews into Pale tine. If not, th n it will be for His 
Majest.y's Government to consider the wl\ole po it.ion. That is the 
agreement with America- -

Mr. Plckthorn: I am sorry to interrupt, but .r really d~ not ~nder
stand him. Ile said : " That i the agreement b tween II1s 1a3esty's 
Government and we hope, som body else." Is it an agreement. or not! 

Mr. Hall: That i the agreement we hope for between ourselves and 
the United tales of America. 

Kr. PJckthorn : I see, it would be an agreement if there were one, 
or will be if there is one ? 

Mr. Hall : I wish the hon. !ember would not try Lo be funny. 
Kr. Pickthorn : I am not trying to be funny. 
Kr. Hall: Perhaps not. The hon. l\fember might show a little bit 

ol the breeding of the uni,·ersity. 
Mr. Pickthorn: I am a very modest member. 
Mr. Hall: I would put it to him, as to everyone who has talked of 

the plan, that this is a provi ional plan, both in regard to the sug
ge ted central l giRlature, and in regard to the reg b. It is quite 
open for discu ion bet~een the two parLic ~h n. they m t, altl!o.ugh 
it is not easy to deal W1th the regeb scheme 1n view of the cond1tl?ns 
which exi t in the r1eg b at the present time. The re .ommendat1on 
is that there should be a sun·ey taken as soon as poss1blo, because, 
from information we have rec i,·ed from the egeb, it appears that 
there is very little prospect of more than a very few people obtaining 
a livelihood unless there is a considerable amount of preparatory work 
done in the -first instance Ilis Maje ty's Government are prepared 
we hope in conjunction with America, lo undertake that preparatory 
work. 

Sir William Darling: Jf America does not agree, I take it that His 
Maiesty's Government will still proceed with the plan. 

Mr. Hall : I have already pointed out that Ilis Maje ty's Government 
will have to consider the po ition. They just cannot tie themselv~s 
to the very huge cost which is incurred in putting a plan such as this 
into operation. I think that ought to be made clear. 

Kr. Scollan : Do not tell us that if they cannot afford it, they can
not carry out the plan. 

Kr. Hall : It is a matter, of course which Ilis M~je ty's Govern
ment will have to take into full consideration. Que t10ns were a ked 
whether the Jewish Agency can go on in view o[ its relation to the 
illegal army. It was ma<le quite clear by the High Commi sio~er when 
the action was taken originally that it :was not taken agarnst ~he 
Jewish Agency as such. It was taken agamst members of the Jewish 
Agency, those members w_ho, in accordan ~ with th~ telegrams which 
are publi hed in_ t~e White Paper, were _mv?lved. m act~ _for whlcPI 
the High Comm1 s10ner thought he was Justified m detammg them. 
There were other not in any way involved, and others whom he 
did not deem it nece ary to detain. The hon. :Member for ambridge 
University put a straight 9ue tion to me as to who is "Hayyim." We 
are of the opinion t_hat ' Hayyim " is Dr: Weizm~nn. But at ~he 
same time, I would hke to ay that Dr,, Wetzmani:i, m ac ordance with 
the information given in the telegrams, was not m any wa and has 
not in a!ly way b~en, in':olved in anything whic~ is 1llegal or, indeed, 
in adoptm,,; anythmg wln h ~ol!ld lead us to thmk that _he was an~
thing other than a great Z10m t, and a very great fnend of tlns 
country. 

llr. Plckthorn: This makes it a little difficult: 
" If Hayyim meant us only avoid a g neral conflict not isolated 

ca es"-
cases of at least violent abolago-
" send greetings to Chill for the birth of bi daughter." 
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Kr. Hall : That has been very carefully consi<lered and, a far as we are concerned, as far as I am oncerne<l, it would not involve Dr. \\' eizmann. 
Kr. Stokes: .May I a ·k why di<l he en<l " greeting:) to Chill"? Kr. Hall : He d1<l not. 
Kr. Stokes: Well, he di<l. 
Kr. Hall : .l - o, he di<l not; we have no knowledge that he accepted the tel gram . 
l\Iy hon. Friend :Mr. 'Wilkes a ke<l what was the object of the present operations in T 1-Aviv, and th numbe1· of per ons who have been detamed. Cp to 10 a.m. to<lay, 664 su pelts harn b en ane~ted, of whom ome are ah-eady i<lentifie<l a dange1·ou tenori t. We had a very interestin" pee h from the hon . .Member for the English niversitie (l\Ir . .K. Lindsay) yesterday. He dealt with the educat10nal work which wa being done IJy the Jewish .\gency, and point d out the disparity between the educational work of the Arabs and t!1e Jews. It is true and in the UeporL of the .Anglo-.. unerican Committee the rea on· a ' to the di parity are fully given. I am sure that th hon. Member ha seen in the Ueport of that Committee the amount of mone which ha been pent upon the maintenance of law and order an<l the amount which has been pent on e<lucation. Hae.I it n9t been for that fact, not only would there have been a much greater increa e in the amount spent upon etlucalion, but in that pent upon health e1·vices as well. I hope that th time will soon come when the <lucational standard of the .\.rabs will be greatly raised from what it is at the pre ent time. Other peakers have refened, in ympathtic teuns, to the hard ta k which our .hmed Force , including that fine body of men, British and Palestinian, th Palestinian Police, arc carrying out, and the grievou lo ses they have suffered from time to time at the hands of political extremi ts on both ide . -~Iay I stre al o, perhaps with greater ~mphasis _than we have yet heard, the part play d by the civil servants m Palestme throughout all these years of stnfc, and the cata trophic Io es sustained by them in the King David Hotel outrage Ia t week. Thee . non-combatant ci\·ilian , Arabs, B1iti h, Jews, Greek and • \rmeman , men and women of all rank , from the higher civil sen·ants to humble cleaner , have been wantonly sacrificed for no offence and no cause. In the face of discouragement, hostile propaganda and violence, th y have don their duty, impartially and teac.Jfastly, for the good of the country and of the people thev serYe, irrespective of polit~c and communitie . They have _been an excellent body of people, and 1t ha been my pleasure lo exanune their wo1·k at a di tanc and to have en all the fine work they have done . .I know that the House reg1·~ts ve1~y much that_ such _a nurnber of fine public serrnnts have been sacnficed 111 the way m which they have been sacrificed. 

My hon. Fri nd .l\Ir. Cro sman rai ed the question of co-operation between the Government and the Jewi h .\.gencv. For a time the Jewi h .Agency co-operated with th Government as the 1a~date r quired, and in certain phere it ha continued to 'c10 .o but in other directions it, ha abu ed _its rrivileged po ition, and beco~e the in trument of an extreme nationalism. l well remember receiving a Zioni t deputation, led by the hairrnan of the .\g ncv a week or two after I had entered upon my pre nt office. • ' 
With no recognition of the right of the existing non-,J w in Pale tine or the mandatory obligations of His lajesty's Government, toward· them, he not onlv demanded the irnmediate admi. ion of 100 000 Jew into Pale tine. but demanclecl fundamental change in the COJ; titution and_ al ~ a ked that th~re should he an immediate declaration by His ~faJe ty Government m favour of a J wi h late. Even in all the i~port~n~ pheres of public _order, the .\.g n y ha - in recent-, months failed m 1~s duty o~ co 0 operat1on with His l\Iajesty' Government. The outra~e 1_11 Pa!estme on the night of 31 t October last which are de cribed ~n the recently publi hed "\Vhite_ Paper, evo'ked ~n equivocal condemnat_1on from the .\gency, who published a tatement containing the followmg words : 

. " The • .:\·ge~cy repudiate recour e to violence but find its cafacity to 1mpos~ re tramt severely tried by a policy which Jew regan as fatal to their future." 
ome newsp_aper reports of speeche n~ad by m mbers of the Jewi h .\gene~, wlu_ch I feel sure my hon. Friend has seen, are an indication of. their att1tu~le towards the work of the administration. ~Iy hon. Fnend also r~1sed ome matter in which he alleged that there had been co-opera_t1on _b~tween the_ Pale ~ine admini lration and the Hagana. I have made mqumes concermng th1 matter. Th re wa some truth in the _fact that the Je~vi h Agency, after the death of Lord l\Iovne made available to the police a number of su peel , of whom about 300 haYe been ~raced and arrested, and some small store of arms were uncovered. Pro~1ment members of the Irgun were incluclecl, and a few of them were detamed. _He also rE:f~tTe~l to the alleged a i lance given bv the Hagana to the policE: author1tie m Jeru alem concerning the di covery of ite connect d ~v1th. the _new rocket weap~n for shooting up the King David Hot I. . I am mfo1 me,l that no a 1 tancc wa at that time or any oth~r t11!1e r nderecl by lhe Hagana to the Palestin police and that-, the police _d1 co,·ered that th e weapon weie mortars without anv as ist-,ance 1l_her from the .\gcncy or from the Hagana. E,·en a unt'ing that ever~·.thmg the. hon. Gentle!lla~ said is co_rrect I am urc he will agree that it cannot .m any way JU hfy th var1ou acts of terrori m, particularly th blowmg up of th King DaYid Ilotel. 
1:he hon. Memb ~ al o rai cd a question with regard lo the Palestine ;ohc~, fore , ~ncl_ said he hoped that it would not become a " Black and an organ1_ ation. I fee~ urc the Hou e, ~hilc t~ey will not expect m to d al with t~e past h1 tory of the Pa!e tm~ police for c_. will ag1·ee when ~ , y ther~ ,is no danger at all of tl11 police force, which i made up mamly of Britt h men, becoming anything like a "Black and Tan " force. 

Dr. Morgan : The "Black and Tan " were Briti h, too. 
Kr •. Hall : . R fer nee wa made to th condition under which the Pale tm Police ar working:. He hoped that all th "plum job " would n~ ~o to the r~gular olih_er . Th numb r of appointment to comm, _1 one_d rank 111 t~e pohc ancl mobile for e from among officer ser~mg 111 the rmy 1 about 20. .About 30 men erving in the Pale tin Pohc h "-<: b n p1?moted to commi ioned rank. Promotion to the regular pol1c fore 1 almo wholly from th ranks ancl apart from th In p ctor-Gl'neral, th great majority of the s nior officer have been promot d from th rank . 
We have ome to the conclu ion th~t it will be b t at the out et of th heme which i befor the Hou e, lo make no 'arranp; ment for th imm diate con titutional development at the centre. There is at present, no common ground between the two communilios, and any 

repre entalivo Contra} Government would on equently be a hou e divided again t itself. The strife, which we tru. t will soon disappear, would almost in vitably endanger the scheme right from the start and we are of the opinion that it is very much better that the plan should continul', a it exist , a a basi for di cussion. The plan r cogni es this obligation both to the Arabs and to the Jews in Palestine, and while ~c!mitting the diffi ultie of re~onciling that obligation, it is hoped that, with the growth of common mtere ts and good understanding, and a determination lo face the e complex issues from the standpoint of the wider inter st of the nitecl ation., it will make a con quent contri, bution to the foundation of international s curity, both from the point of view of the Jews and that of the Arabs alike. rt holds out the promise of a new and better era, and it i hoped that the influence of world opinion will strengthen tho e elem nts, hitherto too little regarded amidst the partisan clamours, which are working in co-operation h<'tween all who dwell in Pale tin . If that co-operation can I, achie,·ed, Pale tine will stand as an example of a country, which ha overcome tho e divi ions of creed and race ,vhich have so often constituted fatal obs~acles to succe sful endeavour. 
Kr. Stokes : , ill m~• right hon. Friend answer the que tion as to what i meant by " to London" in the four telegrams? They cannot ju t have anived at the General Po t Office. To whom were they addre ed? 
Mr. Hall : No, I cannot an wcr that. 
Kr. Stokes : Will he an w r it next es ion? 
Kr. Hall : There can be no doubt at all that' the telegrams were sent, and the telegrams were received by certain persons. \Ve cannot ay who ha received them. That is the difficulty. 
Mr. S. Silverman : Will he make it perfectly clear that the Jewish Agency have declared publicly that none of these telegrams ever reached th m? 
K r. Hall : H is not sugge led here that the Jewi h Agency has r ceived them . 
Mr. Kenneth Lindsay : e,·eral Members asked whether the suggestion had ever been put forward that the Briti h Government or the nited tat • Government should themselves offer to take some immigrants from Europe. Can the right hon. Gentleman say whether that suggestion ha ever been made ? 
Mr. Hall : It has been made throu~h the International Refugee Committee which ha been set up and 1s examining the position at the present time, not only in re ;pect of the nited tales and this country, but also in relation to the Dominions and other countries? lotion by leave, withdrawn. 

PALESTINE: QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 

June -6tl1, 1946. 
PROPERTY HEQUI ITJO. 'ING. 

l\lrs. nimnr.i-.;·ro . asked the , ecretary of tat for the Colonies what powers exist-, ju Pale tine for the requisitioning of buildings; whether the e ha\· al c been kept in fo1·co for a further period of five years as in the case of land; and, as the retention of powers to requisition land for five years ahead in peacetime a1·e likely to lead to hardships for the ordinaty citizens of the country, if he will reconsider the po ition. 
l\Ir. 'EORGE HALL : The powers for requi itioning buildings in Pale tine are the same a tho e fo1· requisitioning land to which I r £erred in my reply to my hon. Friend on 5th June, as the term " land " in that 1 gi lation includes any building or other fixture on that-, land. These powers will be retained in force only so long a circum tances reqmre and the ituation i continually kept under review. 

BRIGADJER LUBB (I 'TERVIEW). 
Mr. HARLE MITH a ked the cretary of tale for Foreign Affairs whethe1· the inlerYiew given to the "Daily Mail" on or about-, 27th May, by Dri~adier Glubb ommandant of the Tran jordan Frontier Force, in winch he attacked the report of the Anglo-Ameri an Commis ion on Palestine and stated that if its recommendation were implemented there would be an immediate Arab uprising throughout-, the l\Iiddle Ea t, was authori eel by His Iajesty's Government; whether he will take steps to prevent British officers giving unauthori od newspaper interview ; and what action ha been taken in this case. 

.Mr. M • EIL : Brigadi r Glubb, I am assured, gave no interview. A statement by Brigadi r Glubb that the opinion attributed to him were totally unauthorised has sin ·e been publi hed in the Iiddle Ea tern Pres • Brigadier Clubb is not commandant of the Tran jordan Fronti r Fore • He is not a crving officer of the Briti h Army. Ile is employed by the Tran jorclan Government as ommandant of the Arab Legion. In the circum lane , the second half of th, Que tion doe not appear to ari e. 
Ir. KEELI a : As uming that om such report had been corre t, wou Id thi officer's action have been any wor than that of the hon. 1\f mber for Ea l ov ntrv ( fr. ro sman) who although a member of the ommi sion, publicly critici ed ----. 
t r. PE.\KER: That cloes not ari e from thi Question. 

July 2nd, 1946. 
l\fu:i,TI OF J ERU 'ALEM. 

Mr. OLIVF.R TANLE¥ asked the Pt·ime ·Minister in the Hou, of Common · wheth r he ha any furth r stateme11t to make one rning the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem. 
Tm~ PRIME l nu rut ()Ir. ATTLEE) : Hi )Iaj ty's Government are negotiating with th Egyptian ov rnm nt on thi , malt r, but no agr ement ha y f-, been 1each<.'d, aud I do not con ·ider it advisable to give any further d tails at-, thi moment. 
Mr. TA. LE¥ : Will the right hon. Gentleman let tho Hou e know as oon a he is in a po ition to giYc any further iufonnation ! 
T»E Pnr.IE lf tNI TER : Ye , a oon a I know I will let the right hon. Gentleman know, and I , ill ask him lo put, down a further question. 
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July 3rd, 1946. 
ARll 0. \'ICTIO • 

Brigadi r IA KE o • a ked the crelary of tat for lhc oloni in the Ilouso of 'ommon:. to -day how many ~\ml,:, auJ ,Jt•w. have ue n 
convicted of off uces in co11ncdio11 wilh arms and xplo iYe:, tluri1w the la t ix yoa.r ; lh number • of each conununity 111 nc •d I~ 
imprisonment ou u h cha.rg ; and tho numbe1 s of each rnnununil v sentenced to impn onment with . p cial lrealmcnt. • 

Brigadier l\1Ac1rn ·o a ·ked th •cretary of , tal for the 'oloni s if he will give an e:,limale of the umnucr £ mall an11: ,·capon at present in possession of, respecti,· ly, the Jewi.:h and Arab com111u11ili ; 
in Palestine. 

Ir. GEORGE HALL, replying lo bolh qu lions, aitl it he ·amo a capital offence to carry arm. on ~ To,· rnbe1· 18th, 1937. Th cl ath 
penalty for this offen w:i r Yoked n June 15th, 1940, and r in tat -li on March 23rd, 1944, and wa still in for . , inc , • o,·cmb 1· 11th 
1937 188 Arab. and ix Je, ,. had been nte1ll' d lo dcalh for th ~c offedces. Of those, 142 Arab and one Jew had b en exe ut d; in addition two Jews had been entcnced to death. but th ,enl nte: had not' vet been co11firmed. The High omm1 . 1011 r h h en a k(•d 
to fumi ·11 tho information ask d for by the hon. ~l mh r, but it 
collection would involve some delay. 

Mr. JANNER asked )fr. Hall if ho had includ cl in lho fi •me of 
people charged ~th carrying _arm ~ho. who we1:c und r lh l\fufti in Germany carrymg arm. agam t tlns country dunng the wa1. 

Ir. HALL said that that was another question. 
Brigadier fACKE ON a kea the . cr~lr.ry O! 'l l or lJ1 Colonie if he will make a tat ment regardmg m lru lion • nt !hmng th 1. ~t 

six months to the High 'ommis ion r fo:· Pal 'ilin and t.h military authorilie r garding int rnal e urity and th olletlion of arm ;_ if 
any definite instructions have been . _nt lo en lll'P _ l)i~t tl!o mo: t a ·l!,·e 
steps possible "hould be. la.ken lo ch _arm rt.he ~mlian _111hab1ta11l of Pale tine; and if he will now pubh h uch 111 trncl1on or corr • 
spondence. 

l\fr. HALL: It would not be in the intcre.t of public .eturity lo make nny taLemeut additional t-0 the information alrea<ly gi,en lo the 
House bv the Prime Hoister la t Monday. 

)fr. •. . SrL\'ER!\IA, a ked whdh r he oul<l draw )fr. Hall's 
a.tlenlion to the iast part of the que lion. ,vhil no one woul!l a k 
him to publish all the corre ponde~ce, wa. it not_ v r.,·. much to-~he public interest that he hould pubh h the m ti I llo11., 1£ any, which 
he <lid end to the High C-0mmi ion r on that mall r? 

Mr. HALL : To. I still think it i not in the public inl rest lo tfo ·lo 
tho e instructions. 

Ir. ILVER~IAN asked l\fr. Hall if he could . ay thaf h 
lions on matter of that kind with th ir world.wid I p rcrn,liion,, 
without the Hou e ever knowing what tho e instru lion wer ? 

Vi count HINCHINGBRO0KE a. ked fr. !Tall i[ h were prepared lo 
add anvthin~ to t-he Prime l\fini ter's statement. 

Mr. HALL: I have alrearly said- -o. 
July 4th, 1946. 

DEBATE ON p ALE Tn E. 
Mr. CHU.ll.CHILL, Leader of the Opposition, asked w~iat, w 1·0 tho Government's inleotions with i-egard to d bat s on India an~ Palestine " which are looming on u .'' Two days would be r qmrc<l for India. The same wa . tru of Pal tine, in which :\Icmb r of all 

,Parties were intnest d. 
)(r. I RRI 'O : s t-0 the number of days, I cannot . as. \\~ ca_n di u s that through the usual channel . \\~i~h. regard l I aleslme, it is the intention of the oYernm nt that fac1ht1es for a ,cJcbate • hould bo provid d. H th Leader of the P~ o ition will a~•ree, onver alions 

can take place for the aroiC'ablc arrang m nt I b~ _II~ s . 
Mr. 1 RCHILL : We will xhaust v ry po ilnhly lhr ugh lh 

hannel'. 
July 8th, 1946. 

ACTION .:-\GAIN :r JEWI U . \: E. Y. 
fr J Fo TER asked the ecretary of late for Foreign ffairs in tho 

Hous~ ~f Commons today wheth r it wa with hi authority lh3:t an official of hi Department announced to the Pr s that t~1e Pr . 1de~t of tho .. A. had b n informed beforehand lhat _ ll1s laJesty_ s Gov rnment propo ed to take action against th Jow1 h Ag ll ·y m 
Pale line. • Aff · ) Mr. Hcc:ron. .. le TEIL (Under Secr~tary_ of t~t ~or Foreign a~r _: Tho Pre s were not told by an official of lh E or 1~n ~co lha 1 r l· d nt Truman had been informed in advan lh:i;t l11s fa] s~y' > Gov~rnment propo d to lake action against the ,J w1 h g ncy 111 I al h!' . peaking with full aulhority, the ws Department of th For 1gn Office told the Pr s that the nit d lat • Govermnent had b n informed of the a lion taken in Pale tine, but had n~t b n con ull d. 1hey added that, som ten day in advance, 3: war~mg !1ad b en conveyed to the nited late Government that ll1 . IU:J t, ~ov rnment took a very grave view- of the renewal of lerrori m m Pal tine. 

July 9tli, 1946. 
TREATMENT OF DETAI EE • 

... fr. JANNER ask d the ecretary of late for th olonie_ in th 
Hou e of Commons today whether h i a~are l~at c01~plamt h~,e b en made regarding lhe treatment of dctam e JO Alh~1th deten!1on camp ; that in consequence of a. protest . and h~ng r• lnke orgaru d by them, the G.O.C., Palestine, has promised lo mtroduce a new or?~r into the camp; and if, as independent pe1 ?ns w~re a_llowe~ to_ v1 it the Latrun detention camps, he will caus an unm~dial rnv ligation to 
be made by imilar pet ons in re feet of the .\thhth ~mp. l\fr. GEORGE II LL ecretar , o late for th 010111 : I am aware of the complaints to which my hon. Friend refer·.. s r gard _the econd part of the que tion, there ha be n no org.am cd hung r, t!1ke 
but on 30th June, the day followine; the op ration , om ~ t me~ refused their lunch, though th y to<?k 1t lat r, a . prot t agam t their fing r•prinl being tak n. o prom1 e has ~een _g1v n that n w arran -
mcnis will be introduced in the camp, nor _1 • th1 • 1~e~. . r gard the la t part of th question fa ·1hll w r g1~· n lo 
. orre pondent to vi it thlilh on ?lh Jul . ~~d ome 10 Journa-list availed them elves of the opportunity. Fac1ht1e have al o been 

gi ·en to two Rabbi to vi it 11 detention camp . Th y hav don so, 

2 

and ha,· nporlcd that, th a1l111ini tralion of all C'amp. on th wh,>il' i cxcell •nl a111I th, t, th• d •ta11wcs han• a.-kcd thon lo l'xp1•p lh •ir thank 
fo1· t.h y111palheli • att.ilmlo of the camp aulhoritic . ._'p cifi • complaint :· made by indi,·idu· Ii. conLcrning ali('gpd ill.trcalml•nt arc b ing lll\'c:,l1gate,J 

Tue P1w.,11s1.n P .\LJ ;sn.·t: DED\TE. 
In the t·mn~t• of l11-, spt"1 h on ( 'oloni,11 .\ffair· i11 tho House of Commons, ~Ir. 't.:01u .. c 11 \LL, Colonial l'Crelary, said lhat in vi •w of tho ])ebal' on P,tlcsl111 last week, and the furthet· D •bat which i.- lo 

lake place shortly, th• Co1111111llct• will not, xpl'd me to make any slalemcnl on Pal •stin in the course of this g ncral lkbal on Colonial affairs. 
.\fr. {)1,1\ 1.n. ,'r \:-.LE\", in the roursl' of ~p erh, sai<i :'" \ o ha,·e 1, 11 

promi d an opportunity to dl'l>all' P.tl • ·trne hy it ·t•lf ancl, frank!), 1 tlnnk it, wonld I,• quitt• ,,n,11~. ,,ht•n ,,c ha,·l• an opportunity to-day for gcm•!·al d1sn1 sion of ('o\0111nl p>li1·y, to i11trndut·e a ubjt•rt whieh, of ibt•lf, is o[ 11ttiei1•nt i111pmtantc to wananl a cparale di . cu sion. On !ht• ul,jt·t•I., of Palt•stuw, l \\ill onl) n•infon· the plt'a \\hich I 111acll• last week, and that i:. lo ask the 'o,c1nme11l to do ,,. rylhing lhal tlwy 
Lan to spt• •ti up the11· d~11-,1011 in lh1 matlt•r, and, ha\'ing come lo a deci 10n, to allow th• House lo debate it, and, finallv, to ltl, it one wa) or the oth •1.'' • 

July lOtlt, 1946. 
Dn1\( :E ('_,, :1m Bl • • \R HE .. 

Dr. ,'1;G\L a.kcd tll(' ,\•cH•lary of ,'tat for tht• C'olonirs in th1• llousP 
of ( '0111mons \\ hat IIH'<"ha111cal aids \\ 'I' U ·ed in th' . l':ll'l'h . for dlt• •al arm~ l'arriul out, al Ya •111·, m•ar llaila, how 111a11y tn•(•. wt•r1• uprnol(•d; 
,-. h 1l oLhcr da11rn~1• t J!nlPl'l'l_v ,, as c·au, •d; and what 1• llmalt• !'an h • ~iH•11 n[ the total dn111airp inllid •d n this <'lli •m1 nt hy tlw 
~l'arclwr: r H ille~a l aim.-. • 

Mr. UbOltGC ll.\LL: \'ario11: lll 'ehan1ml 1111pl<'lllC'nt • w1•n• 11. <'d lo unco, •1· ca ·h s of anns, the pn•s1•nr1 of \\ hit h had I, •11 ind1t•,t\pcJ hy mine d Leeton,. 01110 20 , inl's were damag d by tracked ,chic) passing through, . t'd1on of the \llll'~anl 1wa1· the ."l'ltl!•111t•11l lmildings, 
\\ ht•re it was ne ·t•s.-:u·v lo Ull!'O\ !'l' eonc!'al •d ar111s t·ach1•s. '1 hi · . l'lllt•· ment was lit •tally ho1il•y1;0111bed with them. ln all 33 . 11d1 t·acht'S W!'rl' found, 0111 • in bogu.- cuh·('l'l:,; and dummy Sl'W •1•.·, othn:, l>t•neath floor:, and au n ceiling:, 01· 111 rn•t cupboard· I, hind fal. ' panl'I •. , 'om 
were in tht• ·hild1· •n' • don111ton· and thool. 

The arm. di. ·o, •1· d ind1ul~•d 92 lwo-ineh modars, 5.267 mol'l:11 bomb., 5017 grena.dl•s 10 machin g1w:, 321 rifles, 78 p1lol:, 1,404 
maga1.111es 425.000 round of ammunition, in .a(ldition lo quantiti s of <lcmolitio1{ xplo 1,·es and olh< r military tor s an(l •qui\Hncn . 

Th tlamag • n •t·t·.-s1tal!'d hy lht• opt•ralion of unearll11ng lht•<o muni• lions of war wa • m the cnTumslanc<s not only in 1g11ificant but ntirc•ly justified. 1 am cou, in ·cd that, no olhe1· Army in the worlcl woul1l ha,' be •n capable of carrying out, such a. difficult le. k with o much con~ ·i<l r, lion and forbear, n • . 
1\ RRI: T O. ADDATII. 

Dr. , r., \L , ·k d I h , • -rotary of 'talc for th 'oloni s for whaL reasons the P lostino 'overnm nt compcll d orthodox Jews lo de crate th ir '· l>\1alh h 11 al'l'ying out thcit· arr t,; wh th r he is aware o[ tho affront to religiou I elrngs auscd by this action; and w11at sle_()S he now p1 pos to lake to remove f.he painful imprc sions aroused rn Pale Lin by this action of tho Go,·ermncnl. 
[r. tORGE IL\tL: I would refc1· 111y hon. Friend to th r('ply giv n by th Prime 1inistcr to a. supplementary question by the hon. :Member for \ t Fife ( fr. Gallacher) on 1 t of ,July, narn •ly lhat lhi matter wa left, nlir ly l th local authoritil's lo de ide. 

Dr. , w \L : ls th right hon. entlcman a war that thi • dcua ing f rt•ligi us and admini ·l rali\'e stancla1·ds could only be ju lifi cl in tinH' of war; and do s h rcali~ that no action on the pa1·t of Hi. l\laj(' iy's Governm nt could ha,· done more to persuaclo tho Jewi ·h p pulation hat it i no v nga, •ti in a holy war in def •nc o[ its religiou lihertic. ? 
Ir. HALL : lt was n ·c • ary lo arry out l111: a -lion with the least po ilile incon, ni nee, ancl 11, wa n •ccs:ary to leave th• matl(•r, a.

stat d, in tho hands of tho e who wcr Le t, compel nl lo judge. 
Ir. WJL 'ON II.mrns : lay I a k tho right hon. G1.!nllc111an who ilwa who b gan lhe acl • o[ war? 

l\fr. , . , IL\"EU::IIA : \Vhil one under lands that the d ci ion on lime :md place and m lhod in surh a. matt 'r would hav to h l f 
to the loC'al authorities, in vi w of th faC't that th local authorities chos an ntir ly unsuitalil lime, ha my ri ht hon. Fri nd a. k d th m for any -.;-planation of why they cho e the arly hom of atur• day morning? 

Ir. HALL: . "o, ir, they have not been ask <l for an xplanation; inde d the results of lhe aclion il elf have ju tifi d tho a ·lion taken. 
.\URE TED TRADE LEADER . 

Ir. J ,\NNr.n a kcd tho . ecrcta ry of tat f 1· th 
number of 1 aders and offi r of ,J •wi h tracl u•-<ons, 
parties and co-op rativo societies who have been arr sled in operations in Pale tin . 

~Ir. lEORGE HALL : Th information r qu my hon. Fri nd is not in my po 50S ion, but I am asking th High 'ommi ion r for Pale tin for ::i. report, and will communic te w1lh my hon. Friend when this is r ceiv d . 
)Ir. :\lrcu EL l?ooT : In view of the fact thaL the right hon. ntl . man has such detailed cvidenc about arms secur d in arious place , is it not extraordinary that he ha not detailed evidence of th numbe_r of men taken into cu lody by th Briti h admini ration in Pa.lestme? 
fr. HALL: We hav th numb r , hut it i difficult lo clas ify them, because a very ubslantial ·number ha,· air dy n relea ed. 

Aun .'T OF JL\H~' H GE.· y :\1@1BE.R . 
Mr. BEN LE Y asked the cretary of tat for tbe Coloui if h is -yet in position to pu..blish th ev1d nee of complicity in terrori m which prompt d His Iaje t ' Gov mm nt to incarc r te th le der of th Jewi h g n<'y in Pal tin . 
Ir. GEORGE H \LL : ... o , ir. Th mall r i 

p~s ible spe d, but I am not y t in a po ition 
will be made 

July lltlt, 1946. 
lTLD IA'It; \ D _\nRE 'TED L \DJ::U . 

.!ajor Lu.oE-Bo nK' a ked the Primo ~iini t..er in the Hou,e of 
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Commons what procedure was adopted in notifying the U.S. authori
ties of the action to be taken in Palestine. 

THE PRIME MINI TER : "Within a few minutes of the hour at which 
the m<'asures taken in Palestine on June 29th were begun, President 
Truman was ·given full information on theso measures by His 
Majesty's Ambassador in Washington. 

Major LEGGE-BOURKE : Is not the right hon. Gent.leman aware that 
on July lat, in ·washington, two statements were made, the first 
implying that information had been given, and the second contra
diC'ting it? Will he give some assurance that the State Department 
at least is fully aware of what happened? 

THE PRIME fINISTER : I have ginn full information, but I cannot 
be anawerable for what statements are made elsewhere. 

ANGLO-AMERICA CONVERSATIONS. 
l\fr. GA~1MANS asked the ecretary of State for Foreign Affairs if 

the terms of reference of it.he discussion between British and U.S. 
1·epresentatives on Palestine a-re confined to technical que tions or 
include the resettlement of displaced Jews in any part of the world. 

l\lr. McNEIL: The conversations now about to begin between Bri,tish 
and American officials ,will cover the whole range of subjecls dealt 
with in the ten recommendations made by the Anglo-American Com
mittee of Inquiry. The fir t of these recommendations deals with the 
general problem oI finding homes for all displaced persons. 

DAMAGE AT \V.I.Z.O. HEADQUARTERS. 
l\Ir. ORBACH asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether he 

is aware of the complaints that the headquarters of the Women's 
International Zionist Organisation in Palestine was entered on June 29th 
by BritiS'h troops by means of dynamiting the entrance; that the 
interior of the premises was badly damaged and that money and goods 
were removed; whether these actions were carried out under the 
orders of the commanding officer; and if he will hold an inquiry into 
these complaints. 

Mr. GEORGE HALL: The main door of the headquarters of tJhe Women's 
International Zionist Organisation in Palestine was found locked and 
barricaded when troops sought an entry on June 29th. ro watchman 
was on duty. It was necessary to blow open the door, and a certain 
amount of damage resulted, but no more than was absolutely neces
sary to effect entry. The High Commissioner 41as reported that in the 
course of the searches at Tel Aviv, of which this was one, it was 
necessary to i:remove the contents of cer.tain sa£es, but that in every 
case an inventory was made under the supervision of an officer. 
Precautions were taken to ensure that there was no unauthorised removal 
of valuables. I do not consider that a special inquiry into this incident 
is required. 

LoNDON DEMONSTRATION. 
Mr. McAD.rn asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if he 

has considered a resolution .from a mass demonstration of Jewish 
citizens, held in London on July 7th, a copy of which has been sent 
to him ; and if ihe has made any reply thereto. 

Mr. GEORGE HALL: The Prime finister has received and considered 
the resolution to whidh my hon. Friend refers, and an acknowledgment 
has been sent. 

WHITE PAPER ON p ALESTINE. 
During the discussion of the business of the House, MAJOR LEGGE

BoURKE asked the Leader of Lhe House whether there is any likeli'hood 
of a White Paper on Palestine being published in the near future? 

Mr. MORRISON : I am afraid I cannot hold out any promises 
about that, I am bound- to say that my own recollection of a promise 
of a White Paper is a bit hazy. I am not at all clear about it. If 
no ipromise was given, perhaps I had better say notJhing about it; if 
a promise was given, I will inquire into it. 

:Mr. SYDNEY SILVERMAN: \Vhether or not a promise was given about 
the publication of a White Paper, my right hon. Friend iwi.11 remember 

' that we have continually been promised, for many weeks, a statement 
by the Government on its constructive policy in Palestine, and we 
have not had it yet. The Prime Minister's statement last week was 
only concerned with administrative action and contained no information 
about policy. When may we expect a statement on policy? 

Mr. MORRISON : It is intended that there shall be a discussion before 
the House rise for the Summer Recess. 

July 12th, 1946. 
POSITION OF AKGLO-Ar.IERICAN COMMITTEE. 

During the discussion in the Committee stage of the Diplomatic 
Pri ileges Bill in the House of Commons, Lt.-Commander BRAITHWAITE 
said : There was recently appointed an Anglo-American ·committee in 
referep.ce to Palestine. The Committee spent some time in that country, 
and has reported, and its report is still under consideration by His 
Majesty's Government, who seem to have even more difficulty in making 
up their mind in this matter than in others. What would be the 
position of the Anglo-American Committee in Palestine? Surely, it 
was an international function that they fulfilJed. I am making no 
criticism of the Danubian Commission or Qf the Coal Organisation, or 
of anything of that sort. The right hon. Gentleman paid tribute to 
those organisations. I am sure he would also pay tribute to the mem
bers of the Committee on Palestine. They, surely come within the 
same definition of a body engaged in a task of international importance, 
one which, it is hoped, ,will help to solve an extremely thorny problem 
in the l\Iiddle East. Will the members of the Anglo-American Com
mittee be regarded as envoys within the meaning of this Bill? 

Mr. PAGET; I think that what the hon. and gallant Gentleman ha 
overlooked is the word " organisation." " Organisation " means a 
corporate existence. The Palestine Committee was composed of indi
yiduals appointed by countries to do a job. It did not have a corporate 
existence. This provision will apply to an organisation having a 
corporate existence. It is a legal point. 

[r. OEL·B•KER, in reply, stated that as to the Anglo-American 
P&lestine Commission, the answer was given b my hon. ·Friend the 
iember for Northampton ( fr. Paget). It is not an organi ation; it 

~s ~ purely temporary bod~. While I thin~ it should have independence, 
1t 1s obviou ly not the kmd of body which ought to come under this 
Bill. 

July 15th, 1946. 
p RLIAMENTARY DELEGATION. 

Ir. MtKARDO a kcd th , ecretary of tato for th Colonies in tl1 

House of Commons why permission has been refused for a Parliament
ary delegation to visit Palestine. 

Mr. GEORGE HALL : It is not considered that such a visit would be 
opportune or helpful at the present moment. 

DESTRUCTION AT \V.I.Z.O. HEADQUARTERS. 
Mr. McADAM a ked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if he hai. 

considered the letter from the Higher Broughton and Crumpsall 
Women's Zionist ociety, with the copy of the telegram sent out by 
the Palestine \V.I.Z.O. executive, forwarded to him by the hon. Member 
for -North Salford; and what steps does he propose to take to investi
gate the grave charges of deliberate and wanton destruction contained 
in the telegram. 

Mr. GEORGE HALL : I have seen the letter to which my hon. Friend 
refers. I am unable to ad<l to the reply given to a question by my 
hon. Friend the Member for East WilJesden (Mr. Orbach) on July 11th. 

JEWI H SETTLEMENT IN BRITISH GUIANA. 
Mr. GAMMANS asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies if in 

order to assist the problem of displaced Jews in Europe, he is pre
pared to renew the offer made by His Majesty's Government in 1939 
to provide land and the necessary facilities for Jewish group settlement 
in British G\liana. 

Mr. GEORGE HALL: The proposal presents difficulties and has bee1t 
the ubject of much inquiry in the past, but His Majesty's Government 
will give the matter further consideration if it is cJear that this is 
desired by responsible Jewish authorities. 

,# July 16th, 1946. 
COST OF iAINTAINING ORDER. 

Mr. KEELING asked the hancellor of the Exchequer in the House o{ 
Commons what is the estimated cost to his Department of maintaining 
order in Palestine during the current financial year. 

1fr. DALTON : No useful estimate can be framed since the course of 
ernnts in Palestine cannot be foreseen. 

Mr. KEELING : Could the Chancellor say how much expenditure in 
the last three months has been due to the rash promises made to the 
Jews by his party before they took office? 

Mr. GALLACHER.: What about the hon. Member's own party? 
EVIDENCE AGAINST JEWISH AGENCY. 

Major LEGGE-BOURKE asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
i£ he expects to be able to publish the evidence against the Jewish 
Agency, as he promised on 1st July, before the Debate on Palestine. 

Mr. GEORGE HALL : Yes, Sir. 
July 17tl,, 1946. 

DEATH PENALTY FOR CARRYING AR){S. 
Dr. SEGAL asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies iir the House 

of Commons if he can now see his way to ease the existing tension in 
Palestine by revoking the death penalty for the carrying of arms and 
confining it only to the illegal use of arms. 

Mr. CREECH JONES : Consideration has been given to this suggestion 
but my right hon. Friend is unable to agree. 

UMBER OF JEWS A'RRESTED. 
Sir H. LucAs-TooTH asked the Secretary of Stale for the Colonies how 

many of the Jews who were arrested in Palestine on or after June 29th 
last have since been released and how many are still being detained. 

Mr. CREECH JONES : 2,675 were arrested, and releases up to July 16th 
were 677. On that date 1,998 were still in detention. 

SEARCH OF JEWISH AGENCY BUILDING> 
l\!r. G. Tnol\IAS asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies whether 

any member or official of the Jewish Agency was present during the 
search of the premises of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem. 

fr. CREECH JONES : The an wer is in the negative. 
Mr. G. THOMAS asked the Secretary of Staie for the Colonies how 

many Arab officials were present during the search of the premises 
of the Jewish Agency, and for what purpose. 

Mr. C~EECH JONES : . o ;'1rab officials or other Arabs _were brought to 
the Jewish A•gency bmldrng for the purpose of takmg part in the 
search of the premises or for the examination of papers belonging to 
the Agency. The search and selection of papers was carried out entirely 
by experienced British officers. 

DISARl\lING OF ILLEGAL ORGANISATIONS. 
Mr. KEELING asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies for what 

reason the disarming of the ill~gal military organisations in Palestine, 
condemned by the Anglo-American Committee, baa been discontinued. 

Mr. CREECII JONES : The plans for the search of settlements put into 
effect on 29th June have been completed, and the High Commissioner 
h~s. express~d the hope ~hat there ~11 be no further need for widespread 
~mhtary acLi<;m .. There 1s no question of discontinuing action afainst the 
illegal orgamsat1ons and any further outbreaks of Yiolence wil be dealt 
with with the utmost vigour. ' 

July 18th, 1946. 
THE INQUmY REPORT. 

Ir. JANNER asked the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs m the 
House_ of_ ~ommons whether he will now make a statement as to the 
steps it is mtended to take to implement the recommendations of the 
Anglo,:Amer_ican (?ommittee of Inquiry that 100,000 certificates be 
a~t~or1sed i!ll~ed1ately f?r the admission foto Palestine of Jewish 
v1ctuns of 1' az1 and Fascist persecution. 

Mr. McN~IL: Discu5:!ions on all t~e recommendations made by the 
An_g~o-Ameri_can Committee of Inquiry are now proceeding between 
Br1hs~ officials and . representatives of President Truman's Cabinet 
Committee on Palestme and related problems. I cannot make any 
further statement while these discussions are in progress. 

PALESTINE DEBATil 
. !l~r. :TANNER asked whether the Leader of the Hou~ would give an 
1nd1cation when they were to have a Debate on Palest.me 
. Mr. l\!01tRISON: We anticipate that there will be a Debate on Pales

tine the week after·next. 
. Major LEGGE-BOURKE : Can the right hon. Gentleman say whether it 
1s proposed to have a two _days' o_r a one day's Debate on Pales~ine? 

Mr. MORRI ON : That will be d1 cu sed through the usual channels. I 
cannot say at the moment. 

fr. CHURCHILL : Doe the right hon. Gentlem"n think it wise to 



JvLY-AUGL"ST, 1946 THE EW JUD.tEA 2II 

postpone the Debate o,·01· next week an<l ha,·e it the week after? If 
there is a Debate, it_ must be a full Debate, b cau a great manv ·hon. 
(embers, on both ides of the Hou e, ha,·e vi w on thi matter· an<l 

the views are by no means umte<l on either i<le o the Hou e ' 
Mr. fonmsoN : That is ven· tru . I appreciate that We· hall b 

willing to di cus this mattoi:, through the usual cha~m I but w 
must be carefu~ not to get into. the habit, on any subj ct of 'ub lance, 
of a two day Debate becoming the tanda1·d. \Ye will <liscu it 
through the usual channel , in a quite friendly way. 

htly 23rd, 1946. 
'l'ERRORI T O TRAGE, JER ~ALE::ir. 

:'.\Ir. EDEN (by Priyate otice) a ked the Prime lini-ter whether h 
ha any statement to make on the bomb outrage at the British Head
quarters in Jerusalem. 
• THE PRIME IINISTER (Mn.. ATTLEE} : Hon. !embers will have learned 
with horror of the brutal and murderou crime committed yesterday 
m Jerusalem. Of all the outrage 1which have oc urred in Pal tine, 
and they have been many and horrible in the la t f w month thi 
is the worst. By this in ane act 0£ terrori m 93 innocent people' have 
been killed or are missing in the ruin . The latest figur of ca ualtie 
are 41 dead, 52 mi sing and 53 injured. I have no further information 
at present beyond what i contained in the following official r port 
receiYed from Jerusalem: 

" It appear that, after explo<ling a mall bonrb in the tr t, pre-
umably as a. diver ionary mea ure-thi did virtually no damage-a 

lorry drove up to the trade men entrance of the King David Hotel, and 
the occupants, after holding up the taff at pistol point, entered thE> 
kitchen premises carrying a numb r 0£ milk can . At .om stage of 
the proceedings, they hot and . eriously wounded a Briti h oldier 
who attempted to interfe.re with them. .\11 available information o 
far is to the effect that they were Jews. omewhere in th basem nt 
of ihe hotel they planted bomb which w<.'nt off shortly afterward . 
They appear to ham made good their escape.'' 

Every effort is being made to identify and arr . t the p rp trator, 
of this outrage. The 1work of re cue in the debris, which wa 
immediately ol'ganised, still continues. The next-of-kin of casualtie, 
are being notified by telegram as soon as ac 'urate information i avail
able. The Hou e will wisli to expre s their profound sympathy with 
lihe relatives of the killed and with tho e injured in this <la tardly 
outrage. 

The High ommLsioner, Sir Alan unningham, has return cl to Pales
tine by air. 

As the House know , His ~Iaje ty's Government art" at thi moment 
in consl1ltation with the Government of the nit d tates with a vi w 
to arriving at proposal for a ju t settlement of the Pale tine probl m, 
which will be 1llaced before repre entatives of both ;'\rah and ,Te"'. . 
His Majesty's Government 1ha-ye tated, aqd st:i,te agam, that t)rny will 
not be diverted by act of v10lence from then· earch for a JU t and 
final olution of this problem. 

::\Ir. EDEN : While a sociating my elf and my hon. Friend on this 
sid of the- Hou e with the Prime Iinister's xpres ions of horror 
at this da tardly and inexcu able outrage, and also with the words or 
sympathy he has expres ed towards the relativ~s. of those. IW'ho lo t 
their ]iv , I would like to put one question to btm. I qmtc under
stand that the right ,hon. Gentleman may not be able to give details, 
but we would like to be assured that the Government intend to tak 
every tep in th ir power here, and to provide local authorities with 
any san tion they may need to tak any teps in their power, to prevent, 
if pos ible a recurrence of any such incident as this. . 

THE PRIME MINISTER : Certainly. The righl hon. Gentleman will 
realise that I am awaiting a full report from the High _C'ommi ion r 
and th military authorities as to lhe st ps that ar r qmred b them. 

~ Ir. LIP. ON : 'WhilE> as o iating my. 1£ wilth Ye!·ylhing !hat th~ Prime 
Mini t r aid, will he con ider wheth r th r 1 an~·tlnn., win h l11t• 
Jews in Great Britain. who are shocked by this murderous and sen e
les outrage which brings dishonour and shame to the nam of Jew. 
can do to h~lp to put an end to such outrages, and in . parl~cular, will 
he call upon lthe religious and 13:y l~ader of. the_ Jew m _tin counfry, 
including the leaders of the Z10mst Orgam ahon, pubhcly and ur:i
reservedly to condemn these da tarclly outt·age , and lo pl dge th 1r 
full and' loyal suppo1t to the oYemment in any action th .Y may 
take to suppre s it.hem? . . . 

THE PRDIE IINI TER : Certainly, I will con 1der the suggestion of 
my hon. Friend. . . 

fr. ILVERMAN : Mav I, fir t as ociate my elf with every word 
that my right hon. F;iend the Prim ·Mini ter ha. aic~ about the 
criminal insanity of this outrage? Ma~ I, n~xtt ask 111111 whether 
ther i an er dibl eviden e or any dire t v1d nee -:o far that the 
perpetrato1·s of it wer J~ws? Thircll)', n~ay I a k. 1nm ~vhether )1e 
appr ciate that the continued deteri~10n m Pa~e h!1e without h 1al 
of almost every moderate and responsible leader 111ev1tably leav: s the 
field free to the terrori ts? . 

'l'HE PRIME MINI TER : \Yith regard _to the fir t QUN,l~on, . I have 
already tated that I have no information beyond what 1 g1ven hy 
the offi ial report. It would be quite improper for me ~o lry to make 
any conjecture beyond whalt I have got from th official report. 
to the second part of the hon. Gentleman's question it i quit in
correct to suggest that every r ponsible leader has b en held in 
prison or anywhere el e. I would ay t~1at the hon. M~mber doe an 
injustice tto the m mber of the Execu~1ve of th J w1 h Ag~ncy by 

, ugge ting that arrests made of a c~rtam number of. pers~n mclud cl 
the whole of the responsible leader )up of Jewry. It 1s qmt untrue. 

olonel J. R. H. H T HiiiON : Will the Prime Minister take !lote 
that there are in 1tbis country hundreds of ex-officer. and men tramed 
wi.th the resistance movement during the ~ar, and_, m order _to furt~er 
the admirable object whi h he_ ha enunciated,. will he. o~s1der u ny_g 
the e people 'who are well tram d to put down orgam ahon of 11:111 . 

kind, wheth~r Arab or Jewi h? . 
THE PRIME hNI TER : I shall have to d •p nd, m regard to that, on 

the advice of our military adviser who will I am sure, a k fo1· any 
force they require. • 

Earl \V1 TERTON : In view of the fact that _the members of hat mo_ t 
gallant force, the Palestine Police Force, are m ome d?ubt about their 
term of ervice will the right hon. Gentleman make it s:lea~ that ~h 
relati\'es of tho 'e killed and al O tho e riou ly wounded will recel\'e 

x3:ctly lhe ·ame p nsion a they w ul<l 1· cei,·e i[ th y w 1· kill d in 
a ·t10n, ln YI 'W of th ' fact thalt they are fighting a ra111 t a , ii and 
tr acherous a fo as th .Nazi ? • 
. THE Pu_,~u, .Mi 1 ·1.ui : I under land lhat is tho po 1tion, but I would 

hk to g1v ~ con ider d answer. P rhap the nob! Lord will put 
down a qu slton to m. right hon. Fri ntl ti.he •crctary of , l, t for 
tho 'olome . 

tr. II. HY ' D: In con id 1-ing lh ugg sl10n mad by th hon. and 
gallant Colon l Hut ·luson, will th Prnne Minist L' b areful not to 
s t up anythin lik tlw " Black an<l Tan " ? 

lr. GALLA HER : \\'hile jo1n111g in th, trong . pr ion of ympa.thy 
for _th dep ndants of tho who uffcr ,t1 as a con qu n o of this 
l n1_ble 0~1lrag 1 may I a. k lhP Clo\' 1·mnent s riou ly lo con id •r, in 
d 'a~mg "1th tlu prob_l (II of , Pale tin , th n t· , ily of bringing aboul 
an md< p rnl>t1 Pale t1man ,_ tat whl'l • A rah and Jew will hay to 
co-operat-o tog lher ? 

Tm~ PitDIE M1NrnTEI : .\s th hon . Mt>111he1· know , we arc now 
corn,itl ring with r pres •ntati, es of the nit,(! , 'lat s of .\m •rica 
what hould h the p •1mancnt ·olut1on an1l we ar making great 
progre. in tho. talks. ' 

laj r LEGGE-_lloumrn : . Is tho Prim ::\lini t r a war . that. a r p rt ha. 
ah- •ady b n c1rculalt-d m lln_ ·otmlry from t: ncral Bark r showin~ 
that_ h has fo1· m tun desu· d l tak ov r th whole or the King 
Da\'Hl Hotel, and h, be n unahle lo do o and in , i1•w o[ haL will 
ti_, ~rime Iiniste_r i_nitial, arly inquiries; and will h al ·o puhlicl~· 
ch claun any a. onat1on of the Gov rnm nt wilh the stalrment, which 
wa: r portt'd in th " ,frwish tandarcl ·, of ,Julv 12th to han• hf' Jt 

made by th hon. :\fombcr for East l'o, nlry (.Mr~ Crn s111an), ad,i ing 
J •w lo go underground and oppo th airborne di, 1 ion 1,y all means 

th r than violent· ? • 
'l'HE l'RrnE Mt. I TEn: \\'1th regar<I lo lhe fir t poinl , I haw not 
en the slat ment by :en ral Darker, but 1 am h:ning an rnquin· 

mad into the p sition with n•gard to th King Da\·itl Hott'!. As ro'r 
an_y . statement of Uovemm •nt policy, that is made l,y r •sporn,ible 

1.1111 t r., and nol. by other i11<fo'iclual . . 
Mr. J .\N rn : Whilst xpre ing my d pe.lt ympathy with th 1• 

who h. ,·e 11ff •r d and my ho1Tor at and cond 111nali n of the da. tardlv 
a_ Lions whicJ1 ha\' b . n lak~n by the. desp 'raclo s, may I a. k tl11• 
right ho_n. Gentlem~1~ 1[ he 1 awar that th . f lm~s ar tho of 
t)1e Jew1 ·h com1!1u~1ltes o! th . world; lthat th J wi ·h A14en ·y E,c ·u
t~Y . anc.1 ti! at1onal ( oun 1~ o[ Pale tin J wry ha,·o xpre eel 
unilar s nluncnls and ar desirous [ suppt'P ing tho 'e responsible 

as r pidly as po ibl ? 
T1rn PRnrE lh ' T, TER : I hav ' not d lhat lalement and welcom ti it. 

Jul!J 23rd, 1946. 
A, 'ALTIE IN EGYPT A. D JluE~TINE. 

~fr. 111 K \JlD ashd the , ccretary of :tat for \ \ ,i.r lh nu 111 ber of 
British _\rmy per onnel kill d and woun1h•d in E •ypt and the number 
killed• nd wounded in Pal sline during the months ot lay ancl Jun!'", 
l946. 

Ir. L,nv. oN·: Th r turns ·o far arnilabl how that the iollowin~ 
casualtie occm-r d during th months in qu slion : kill d in Egypt nil, 
wounded fifty-on ; kill d in Pale tine three, wounded l n. 

ONDUCTED Andl' 'l'oun . 
Mr. . ILVEruu asked the ecr tary of tale for \Var for wliat 

purpo e .Army WE>lfare organi ations of Palestine ommand are organis
mg and COJl(Jucting_ tour for .-oldiers to insp ct th spttJ nwnt of Yagur; 
and why they ar mf ·med that the J wish .Ag n y ha been favoured 
and encouraged by an unfriendly foreign Power, Great Britain's war
time ally, solely Lo chalk·ng • Brili h military political and economic 
intere t • in the ::\fiddle East. 

• )fr. LAWSON : I ha e no information n thi • matter; I hav called for 
a report and will write to my l10n. ]fri nd. 

PALESTINE Exrt.;NDITURE. 

Ir. KEbLI ·o a ke<l lhe 'hancellor of the :Exchequer the total of his 
Dopartment' expenditure in Pal sline during tho most r cent p riod 
of six month for which fi~ur .' are availahl . . 

Mr. DALTON : 11: million for th six month'l lo )farc-h 31 t, 1946. 

htly 24tli, 1946. 
DESTlt 'l'ION AT \V.I.Z .. HEADQUARTER . 

fr. G. PonTtm a k d the r tary of lat for th 'oloni i£ he 
is now in a position to ma.k a. lalement in r gard to the de truction 
of the headquart r~ of the \ .I.Z .. in T 1 Aviv. 

l\Ir. GEORGE HALL : This building has not b n destroyed. A r gard 
damage sn. lained when entry was forced on ,Jun 29th, 1 have nothing 
lo add to the reply given ,to a que tion by my hon. :Fri nd the M~mbet· 
fo1· Ea t \ ille den ( fr. Orbach) on July ·11th. 

}fr. TOKE 
he iwill now 
Pale tin . 

PUBLICATION OF l\I ... AIR REPORT. 
asked the ecretary of tate for the olonie whether 
publish the l\Ic air R port on Jt"wi h ducation 111 

Mr. GEORGE HALL: The report will be publi hed very shortly. 
:Mr. TOKE : an my right hon. Friend ay wheth r the 1'eport will 

be available in the library befor it.he Debate next week? 
l\lr. KEN .t.'TH Lr D'AY: an I pr ss the right hon. Gentleman on 

that point? 
fr. HALL: I am afraid that it will not be available before the Debate 

next week. We are doing everything that we can, but it must be 
publi hed simultaneously in Palestine and in this country, and there 
ha been omo difficulty in getting copi s to Pale tine. 

}fa. LIND AY: I there ny particul:u• rea, n why it hould. not be 
publi bed simult.a1i ou ly, withm th II xt four or five day , m both 
countri ! 

Ir. HALL : I have considered that, but at the moment it doe-s not 
appear to be pos ible. I will, 110w ver, look at the matt r again. 

fr. STOKE · : an my right hon. Friend say whether the report 
ond mn th extreme form of nationali t education conducted, and if 

iL recommend a reform? 
!\fr. HALL : I would prefer that the matter was left until my hon. 

Friend sees the Report. 
[ lV r ,:,r<'f that Oll'ing to vrutJure of pace, the debatr in the H 011 r 

of l"°r<h (July 31 t, 1946), a numb r of qu tion in Parliam 11t and 
otl,cr matt r, hm·e hail. to b h ld ot•er.] 



212 THE NEW JUD.IEA ]ULY-Al'Gl T, 1946 

(Co,itinued from. page 175.) 
Aviv that w re carch d were found tripped of practically 
everything they had contained. 

The looting , hich accompanied the searches in many 
places-although pcrhap of condary political importanc 
-had a very evere p ·ychological effect on the Jewi ·h public. 

Th official communique tating that the " fir t tep " in 
the operations i ,·irtually completed, doc not imply that 
condit10ns have returned to normal. The Jewi h in titutiom, 
hou ed in the building of the Agency in Jerusal m have 
tarted work in temporary prcmi cs, but normal proceeding 

arc hampered by the lack of file aLid documents which have 
be n removed by the troop . In the settl m nts everything 
is being done to restart work, but in many places a large per
centage of the worker are under arr t-in some places the 
entire male population. More than 3,000 people were 
arrested, the bulk of them people from the settlements, 
Effort are b ing made to ecure volunte r for w rk in the 
village , and tudent a well a pupil of the upper clas es 
in secondary chool • are going out to help. In the meantime, 
the thou and of detainee are kept in camp , ome of them 
in the detention camp at Latrun, where the members of the 
Agency are confined, others in temporary camps et up at 
var.iou place . It wa tated in Jeru alem that ome of the 
detainee would be relea ed, but nobody knows what to 
expect. \iVholesale arre t were made in many places, some
times becau e the ettler refused to reveal their identity, 
answering- the q ue tions of the police by saying: '' I am a 
Jew in Pale tine or a Jew from Givath Chaim, etc." Fathers 
from Tel Aviv yj iting their children in the . cttlements were 
often arrested together with the other ettlers, and even in 
the towns people were taken from their houses without 
explanation , and are till under arrest. o one can say what 
pr_inciples will be followed by the authorities in their decision 
a to who is to be relea ed. The exi ting emergency regula
tions give the Government practically unlimited powers, 
everything being done by admini trative mea ures, and there 
i no 1 gal way to challenge them. It ,,as reported that bu -
loads of detainee are being transferred to a camp at Raffa, 
in tpe extreme south, and for the time being it i almo t 
impo ible to get in touch with anybody arrested. In order 
to understand how this tatc of affairs must affect the general 
public it should be borne in mind that .:onnection between 
the towns and the ettlements are very clo c and that to-da) 
thousands of people are unable to ascertain the whereabofits 
of members of the family and of friends. 

The position is mo t evere in Yagur, the Kibbutz near 
Haifa, where the military found a con iderable amount of 
a,·ms. t Yagur the whole settlement was combed for hidden 
arms. As the e lines are written searches are till going 
on. • The entire male population was removed-this 
happened also at another place-and heavy damage was 
caused to buildings. It i hoped that after a short time 
the troops will leave the settlement, and only then wj]l it be 
possible to e timate the losses caused. It i , however, not 
a que15tion of material damage only. The agricultural settle
ment were built up with so much zeal and devotion, and 
miraculously escaped destruction in wartime. It is therefore 
doubly depressing that gardens and vineyard hou cs and 
fields hould now be subjected to the hard hips of a '' military 
occupation.'' 

Dr. Weizmann immediately demanded the release of his 
olleagues in the Agency and has been in tquch , ith leader 

in Jeru alem and in Tel Aviv. The municipality of Tel . viv 
has ca11ecl on its citizen to keep di cipline and not to give 
way to despair. Mr. Harry Sacher arrived from London 
and members of the Executive were awaited from the U.S. 
The question of non-co-operation with the Government is 
considered a a po sible measure to be adopted under the pre
sent extraordinary circum tance . It i stressed by many 
that whate,·er the cour e to be taken, it i of paramount 
importance not to endanger the Yishuv and the achievement 
of colonisation in every field. While it mu t be mad quite 
dear to the Gov rnmen' that the J ws will do vcrything 
in their power to maintain their right to further immigra
tion and coloni ation, the Yishuv must not allow its ~lf to be 
provok d into action which might caus irr parable damage. 
It i noted with ati fa tion that during these day of bitter 
trial a hip with more than a thou and immigrant has been 
lerl into Haifa po:-t. 

GERDA LUFT. , 

[The above letter co'l'ers e·vents only up to mid-July.] 
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