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DETRO IT, MICH. JUNE 3, 194 7 

LOUIS LIPSKY MORRIS ROTHENBERG ROBERT SZOLD STEPHENS WISE SOLOMON GOLDMAN 

LOUISE LEVINTHAL EDMUND I KAUFMANN 

YOUR TELEGRAM IS A DISTINCT DISSERVICE TO THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT COMING AS IT 

DOES ON THE EVE OF THE MOMENTOUS UNITED NATIONS DELIBERATIONS STOP YOUR 

TELEGRAM IS THE FIRST ATTEMPT ON ANYONEtS PART TO INFLUENCE DETROIT DELEGATION 

FOR OR AGAINST ANY CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE IN ZOA STOP YOUR IMPLICATIONS OF 

UNDUE POLTI'ICAL PRESSURE ON DISTRICTS IS NOT TRUE IN DETROIT AND ARE PETTY 

MATTERS COMPARED TO THE NEED OF MAKING THIS COMING CONVENTION A UNITED 

DEMONSTRATION OF THE STRENGTH AND SOLIDARITY OF OUR MOVEMENT STOP SINCERELY 

SUGGEST FOR THE SAKE OF PEACE IN ZOA THAT YOU DESIST FROM MAKING THIS 

UNNECESSARY DISTURBANCE STOP IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE MOVEMENT WHICH WE 

ALL HAVE AT HEART LET US UNITE OUR FORCES AND OUR STRENGTH SO THAT WE CAN 

FIGHT OUR COMMON ENEMIES AND UNITED ACHIEVE OUR GOAL OF A JEWISH NATIONAL 

HOME IN P~TINE 

M:>RRIS M. JACOBS, PRESIDENT 

DETBOIT ZIONIST DISTRICT 



BOSTON, MASS. JUNE 4, 1947 

THE FOLLOWING NIGHT LETTER WAS JUST DISPATCHED TO THE FOLLGIING SEVEN 

FORMER PRESIDENTS GOLDMAN KAUFMAN LEVINTHAL LIPSKY ROTHENBERG SZOLD AND 

WISE QUOTE YOUR TELEGRAM ADDRESSED TO DISTRICT PRESIDENT IN OUR REGION HAS 

COME TO MY ATrENTION I 1EEPLY DEPLORE THIS UNNECESSARY AND CONFUSING ACTION 

ON YOUR IART NEW ENGLDD HAS NEVER HAD TO BE ADVISED HOW TO FUNCTION IN A 

DEM:>CRATIC MANNER AND HAS ALWAYS PERMITTED COMPLETE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION 

BY ITS DELEGATES PRESENT NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION HAVE NEVER INSTRUCTED 

NEW ENGLAND TO BIND DELEGATES NOR ADVISED US HOW TO VOTE ON THE CONTRARY 

SOME FORMER ADMINISTRATIONS HAVE DONE SO WE ARE GRAVELY DISTURBED BY THIS 

GRATUITOUS ADVICE UNQUOTE 

MORTIN J. ROBBINS MD PRESIDENT 

NEW ENGLAND ZIONIST REGION 



COPY OF LETTER 

Ju.e 4, 1947 

Dear Dr. Wise: 

I have received a telegram signed by you and six other former presidents or the 
ZOA. 

For your information, •one of the delegates of this Region elected as delegate• 
have, I am positive, been inetructed, directly or indirectly, with respect to any matter 
which may present itself before the coming Convention - nor have any been solicited until 
now to take any position with respect to any candidate for office. I say "until n°"• ad­
ri•dl1 though the telegram which I received does not specifically solicit support of a 
particular candidate, it is sufficiently clear to any informed Zionist that it doee soli­
cit opposition to one. 

Before receipt of this telegram, considering all of the events whieh have occured 
since the last Convention, the progress we have made, the mistakes, the fortunes, and 
misfortunes which have befallen us, I came to the conolusi•n without solicitatien •r re­
quest of any kind, that Dr. Emanuel Neumann! if he would accept the presidency, deserTed 
11.rf support. I so wrote him. My' first know edge that he would be a candidate came on 
reading of it in the press. 

Following the writing of thi• letter, we held a Regional Administrative Council 
meeting at Chattanooga this Sunday last. It was attended by delegates from all of the 
districts of this Region. The matter of the candidacy of Dr. Neumann was not on our 
agenda but in our general discussions with respect to the coming Convention, I fould a re­
markable unanimity or opini•n amhg our leaders tor his candidacy. This unanimity wae 
spentane••• and was so far as I could ascertain, in no way inspired by solicitation or 
suggeetien by anyone outside or our Region. It aro aed, as I see it, as a result or the 
sober recognition of the services whieh Dr. Neum8nn had rendered during hi8 lifetime to 
our caue•• 

I think, furthermere, that the sniping and snapping at the heels of Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Neummm by former presidents of the ZOA will not register too well with our delegates. 
I think, therefere, though I can speak for no individual and control no vote other than rq 
own, that when the delegates from the Southeastern Region vote, they will do so without 
instruction, without solici•ation, without pressure and unanimously for the candidacy or 
Dr. Neumann exerctsing, in so doing, their full right or freedom or speeeh. As for myaelr, 
I can state no freer spirit ever 11 ved than I. It is a bout the only worthwhile thing I 
pessese e.nd I guard it zealously. However, it has been my experience that there is often 
a confusi•n between "freedom" and "license"• I have never understood democracy to be sy­
nonymous with anarehy and confusion. Though democracy does not require regimentation, I 
do believe that to be effective some discipline is necessaryl Discipline was rather sadly 
breached at the Congress in Basle and by subsequent events in which former presidents of 
the ZOA participated. 

It is my consideNd opinion that neither influence requested nor solicited by anyone 
exceptyourselves and therefore freely given to .you, that Dr. Emanuel Neumann will be elected 
president of the ZOA, that following the end of his term, he will probably jein with other 
former presidents in sending telegrams on the eve or the Convention 'Which I will receiTe 
and to which I will make reply as I do now; and thus ve will go on from strength to strength 
sending telegrams and electing presidents as democratically as we always have in the past. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Abe Berkewits, Preeident 
Southeast Regien, ZOA 

Copies sent to Ju:lge Rothenberg, Rabbi Solomon Goldman, Edmund I. Kaufman, Louis Lipsk7 
Robert Szold, Judge Louis E. Levinthal 



TULSA, OKLAHOMA JUNE 5, 1947 

Solomon Goldman, Edmund I. Kaufmann, Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky 

Morris Rothenberg, Robert Szold, Stephen s. Wise 

MATTER OF DEEP REGRET TO US THAT ALL OF YOU WHO ARE OUR FRIENDS SHOULD 

LAUNCH A DIVISION OF INTEiraST IN ZIONIST RANKS AT A TIME \tJHE}J THE TOP 

LEADERSHIP OF THE ZOA HEADED BY DOCTOR SILVER IS SO PREOCCUPIED WITH 

HEAVY RESPONSIBILITIES. THE LEADERSHIP AND MEMBERSHIP OF OUR REGION 

KNOW FROM EXPERIENCE THAT THE PRFB!NT ADMINISTRATION HAS NEVER DIRECTLY 

OR INDIRECTLY TRIED TO DICTATE TO US TO BELONG TO ANY PARTY OR GROUP OR 

TO INSTRUCT OUR DELEGATES. WE FEEL THAT YOUR INDICTMENT ON THESE GROUNDS 

IS QUESTIONABLE. WE APPEAL TO YOU AS LOYAL ZIONISTS TO USE YOUR INFLUENCE 

TO BATTLE THE COMMON ENEMY AND WORK FOR UNITY WITHIN OUR ORGANIZATION. 

YOU CAN BE ASSURED THAT OUR REGION HAS NEVER BEEN MORE UNITED AND NEVER 

MORE RESOLVED TO RESIST ANY ATTEMPT FOR A DIVISION IN THE ZIONIST RANKS. 

WIDE OPEN FOR FULL DISCUSSION OF DIFFERENCF,S AMONG DELEGATES AND WILL 

RESOLVE IN THE ELECTION OF MEN WHO WILL SERVE BEST THE ZIONIST CAUSE. 

TOGETHER LET US JOIN FORCES NOW FOR ISRAEL FOR THE BLOOD OF OUR MARTYRS 

FOR ZION 

M/ 

JULIUS LIVINGTON PRESIDENT 
SIDNEY HEROLD, ABRAM GELLIB AND SIDNEY PINES VICEPRESIDENTS 

SOUTHWEST REGION ZIO IST ORGA IZATION OF AMERICA 



Hartferd, Conn. June 5, 1947 

I AM AT A LOSS TO UNDERSTAND WHAT PROMPTED YOU AS FORMER PRESIDENT OF z.o.A. 
TO ISSUE AT THE CRUCIAL PERIOD AND ON Tlm EVE OF COMING HISTORIC CONVENTION 
SUCH A STATEMEBI'. WHAT IS WRONG FOR HARTFORD ZIONIST DISTRICT AT ITS REGULAR 
MEETING HELD A MONTH AGO TO UNANIMOUSLY ENDORSE THE CANDIDACY OF ONE WHO IS 
UNQUESTIONABLY QUALIFIED AND ENTITLED TO THE OF'FICE THAT YOU HELD IN THE 
PAST. WHY IN YOUR OPINION IS THIS NOT DEMOCRATIC PROCEDURE? WE RECEIVED NO 
COMMUNICATIONS WHATSOEVER FROM PRESENT ADMINISTRATION AND NO ONE CAME TO 
INFLUENCE US. YOUR TELEGRAM CREATES A VERY BAD IMPRESSION WE SHOULD THINK 

MORE ABOUT THE CRUCIAL MOMENT ZIONIST MOVEMENT IS FACING AND HOW BEST TO 
PRESENT A UNITED ZIONIST FRONT TO COMING CONVENTION ACTIONS SIMILAR TO YOURS ON 
PART OF RANK AND FILE ZIONISTS WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE BEEN CONDEMNED BY YOU AS 
TROUBLE MAKING WITHIN THE MOVEMENT• COMING FROM EX-PRESIDENT DOES NOT CHANGE 

THE PICTURE. AS IT IS NOTHING BUT TROUBLE MAKING WITHIN THE MOVEMENT I REGRET 
YOUR ACTION. IT CERTAINLY WAS UNCALLED FOR. 

JUOOE JOSEPH KLAU PRESIDENT HARTFORD ZIONIST DISTRICT 



1 ... ,, 194'7 

TILIOJWI 

JDDOI MOIRIS ROrDIIUO 

DOOILD DISTRICT PIISIIUTB l&U m SBOVI Ml IOUI ILL-jl)fISID 

1'1LIGUII. OUR DISTRICTS DIPLOU YOU1l ACTIOI. VI AB CONPLITILI 

BJV.dl Dl8TIUC!IOIS RICWlDIIG COffll!IOI. D PACT IOUll !CTIOI 

IS PIIIT IVIIUCI POLITICAL CANPlIGIDIG. OUll BIOIOI IS Dlll>CllTIC 

D OPIR.ATIOI. IOOB .lCTIOI UIDMOCIATIC llD Ul.aRDI. ADV'ISID 

LOUIS IOOID OP NI' POSITIOI. I AID MY COLLFJAVU UIIVIBSAIJ,t jl)VOCA'fl 

CDDIDACY IMd1JIL DUMUI. JOit PLIASI DISIST 

1ROM TmJ: mPLOILIILI T.lCTICS. lll IBID UIITI .llD JS GOOD IIOIISTS 

IOU SHOULD DVI 7DST A.\WtUISS OF TR!T IDD. 

eopy -~ to Loui• L1paJr7 

BINWI o. IIK>WDI, JIRISIDIIT 

DOOILII IIOIIST UGIOI 



COPY June 6, 1947 

ASTOUNDED AT Ar'l'ITUDE AND UNWARRANTED INSINUATIONSOF PAST 

PRESIDENTS OF ZOA STOP TRI STATE REGION HEARTILY APPROVES 

AND ENDORSES DEMOCRATIC CONDUCT AND SAGE POLICIES OF PRESENT 

ADMINISTRATION STOP TRI STATE REGION ALWAYS FREE TO SUPPORT 

CANDIDATES OF OWN CHOICE STOP EVENTS CALL FOR UNIFIED EFFORTS 

OF ALL ZIOBISTS EIPBCIALLY PAST PRESIDENTS. 

LESTER COHEN, PRESIDENT 

TRI STATE REGION ZOA 



COPY 

Copies or thia letter sent to, 
Louia Lipa~ 
Stephen s. Wiae 
Morris Rothenberg 
Louis B. Levinthal 

Dr. Steplwn. Se 1ae 
«> at 68th stNet 

w York City 

COP'l 

Solomon Goldman 
Edmund I. Kauflnann 
Robert Szoltl 

Jum a. 1947 

I ban reoerrtl.7 .reoe1nd • tele r• 11 d bJ JOU and 
Soloacm Gol._n. Bdlllmd I. Iautaann• Louia le Lnin.tbal• 
Louia L1p1Q• rrla Jlotaaber and Bobert Isolde 

ft» Seftnth Z10llht D1etr1ot. of whloh I haft tbl honor 
to be pre■ldent• 1D aooorclanoe with 1ta ..,., prutl•• 11 
Nnding to tla ational Conwut1 i.----• "'lnSn1truotied. 
\ID.bound• anocardtt.ed to DJ r;roap or taot1Gllj and unpled d 
to-, oand1dllte• or 119' ot ett1 

Though I a tat tbe NUteut1cma uoald be a lacia-
1at1w ••-lllJ mcl tlat • a&dnS.tretion 1hould u 1ta 

oh1Del'J to perpetuate 1ta power• I • aau•d at tindlnc ti. 
DMlla ot •l'taln a1pat rs.a attaobad to tbe tele a or1t1-
o1ainc tbe tlndeMJ to nd11oe ta ow,eat1 to • r• dellDll-
atration md to per petuat.e 1alatrat1ft po•r • hrtblr • I 
Noall tbs tm -..~•J to oonoentrate ,._r In tla adahl1-
atrat1• and to uae the o•nntlon •• • •r• d■ .... tnt1• 
or aer1ea of •u -tinp •• the pnotioe et the ada1D1-
atrat1ona •boa• prea1denta are nnag the 11gnator1•• of tie 
tel•~ I noall elao • that tbe laat oonwnt1on. under 
~ • 1n1atrat1on ot J>at. S1lwr ... aore ot a de11beratlff 
bodJ tbllD an., preoacSing o0Dflnt1oaa. fta telegraa ..... 
to • 1n. th1a reapeot. nther laugbablee 

Thia letter 1■ • expreaa1on of JQ G111D oplnlon• ahl• 
I heft not bad tm oppf.tt\lllltJ to preaent tb1a •tter either 
to ray Baoatlw o ttee or to Ill •llberahlp. 

Yoara eln.oerelJ• 

LAK/bJt 



Telegrem sent to each of the seven signatories of the telegram 

YOUR TELEGRAM OF JUNE THIRD WAS A GREAT SURPRISE TO ME SINCE IT IS RATHER 

1,, 
t . 

AN UNUSUAL EXPEF.IENCE THAT PAST PRESIDENTS SHOULD .Al'TEMPT TO CAUSE DISSENTION 

WHEN WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF TRYING TO SOLVE A DIFFICULT POLITICAL SITUATION. 

IN OUR RF.XlION WE ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES GOVERNING OUR 

ORGANIZATION. WE HAVE NO KNOWLEOOE OF EFFORTS MADE BY THIS ADMINISTRATION 

TO INTERFERE WITH THE INNER POLITICS OF OUR REGION OR OF ANY ATTEMPI'S TO 

INSTRUCT OUR DELEGATES IN THE MINNER IN WHICH THEY SHOULD VOTE AT THE 

NATIONAL CONVENTION. I DO RECALL HOWEVER THAT THIS PROCEDURE HAS BEEN 

QUITE PREVALENT DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF SOME OF THE SIGNATORIES OF 

THIS TELEGRAM. WE FULLY RECOGNIZE OUR RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS OUR MOVEMENT 

AND WE SHALL COME TO OUR NATIONAL CONVENTION WHICH IS COMPLETELY INDEPENDENT 

AND wHICH WILL BE MAINTAINED ON A HIGH DEMOCRATIC LEVEL. IT IS THE WIIL 

OF THE DELEGATES OF THE CONVENTION WHICH WILL PREVAIL AND SHAPE THE COURSE 

OF OUR DECISIONS AND ACTION. 

LOUIS A. FALK, PRESIDENT 

NEW JERSEY ZIONIST REGION 



STATEMENT BY ORDER BAI ZION 

It is a source of deep regret to me as Nasi 

of Bnai Zion that a group of past Presidents deemed it desirable 

to launch an attempt at division by sending out an uncalled for 

and unwarranted telegram to the various Districts and Regions, 

accusing the present Administration under the leadership of Dr. 

Silver that it is attempting to perpetuate itself in power by having 

asked for instructed delegates to this Convention. The Order knows 

from experience that the present Administration has never directly or 

indirectly tried to influence its inner affairs or indicate the 

attitude of the delegates to the coming Convention. 

Not only does this telegram create a very bad im­

pression at this crucial moment in Zionist history, but it casts a 

deep rellection upon the motives of some of the signatories whom we 

learned to look upon as spokesmen for the cause. 

Zionist leaders, even though not past Presidents, 

need not be taught in matters of democratic procedure. 

Bnai Zion recognizes its responeibility towards the 

movement and is coming to this Convention with but one thought in 

mind - to elect the best man available and to continue the militant 

and activated policy and tempo of the pres nt Administration. 

I am confident that I bespeak the sentiments of most 

if not all of my colleagues in the Order. 

A. Redelhe im 
Nasi 




