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SUIT& 315 & 316 WI CON IN UiOOO 

COMMITTEE FOB PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM 
WITHIN THE 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

HOTEL DIXIE • 250 WEST 43RD STREET • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

.Q o t I 
(Not for Publication) 

May 25, 1948 
Mr. S. P. Benamy 
334 West Peachtree Street 
Atlanta 3 1 Georgia 

Dear Benamy: 

My delay in acknowledging your letter dated April 29 is due to a 
long hesit ation as to whether I should reply to it at all. I could 
not believe you had written it. Having known you for many years, 
and respecting your normally deliberate and temperate judgments, 
I could not associate the bombastic and occasionally vicious language 
of that letter with the reasonable and considerate Benamy that I have 
known. 

The mystery of the letter was cleared up for me, however, when mem­
bers of the Z.O.A. National Executive and Administrative Council 
began to receive copies of your letter. The postmark was "New York". 
Then I understood. Recognizing now that your signature and not your 
spirit was embodied in that letter, I continue to regard you with 
these.me respect and affection as always. If you permitted your 
signature on that letter, it is, I am convinced, because you are not 
aware of what has been happening in the Zionist movement. 

I should like to deal with some of the observations appearing under 
your name. 

1. The Coll'.lllittee for Progressive Zionism actually had its origin 
Just prior to the Z.O.A. Convention of 1947. It came into being 
formally in the latter part of 1947. Your lettar is full of indig­
nation a.bout "stirring controversy". Appe.rently you failed to no­
tice that the Committee for Progressive Zionism has been dormant. 
That was not because the activities of the Zionist leadership in 
this country had their uniform support -- but because they were more 
concerned with the fate of Palestine than with their personal views, 
however valid they are. The leaders of the Conmittee for Progres­
sive Zionism carefully avoided any action that might have been used 
as a handle by the enemies of Zionism. There were many times when 
the Comoittee was stirred by what it regarded as inadequate or inept 
action. It refrained from criticism -- not out of fear of offending 
the Zionist leaders responsible but out of anxiety to avoid hurt to 
Palestine. 

What the Con:mittee for Progressive Zionism has done is unique in the 
annals of American Zionism. You know that is not how previous oppo­
sitions have operated. 
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It was only a few yea~s ago when discussion on the competence of merican Zionist 
leadership was not only public but violent. There was no hesitation in the airing of 
internal Zionist problems and policies that resulted in holding up the whole Zionist 
position to ridicule. And at that time the fate of Palestine was at stake. At that 
time there was an American Zionist Policy Committee. I remind you that the Chairman 
of that Committee was Charles J. Rosenbloom. Its objective was to bring Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver into the Zionist leadership. It succeeded. I was among those who was 
strongly in support of that activity. It is my recollection that you were on the 
other side of that question. 

Today, Charles J. Rosenbloom is Chairman of the Committee for Progressive Zionism. 
Was Charles Rosenbloom entitled to express his views in 1945 but not in 1948? 

During the campaign of the American Zionist Policy Committee, there was no sparing of 
Zionist personalities. Vlhen anybody associated with Dr. Stephen S. Wise suggested 
that this endangered the Zionist position at Washington, alienated the State Depart­
ment, undermined the relations between the Yishuv and Britain, he was branded as a 
timorous weakling who cared more for dignity than for Zionist ends. 

When, at the last Zio~ist Congress, the Zionist leaders of America felt it necessary 
to cast down Dr. Chaim Weizmann from the Presidency, they had no hesitancy. There 

\ 
was no consideration of the fact that he was one of the few names in world opinion 
with which to conjure. 

Please remember that I do not challenge the sincerity of the persons associated with 
all this activity. Nor do I challenge their right to have acted as they did. I mere­
ly assert that it is hypocritical at this time to try to stop an opposition to the 
current leadership by suggesting it would "hurt the cause." 

2. Who are the people who compose the leadership of the Committee for Progressive 
Zionism? Are they upstarto who have only pride of opinion on their side? Are they 
people who have stood on the sidelines in so far as activity for Palestine is con­
cerned? You know the opposite to be the truth. Examine the list of names thus far 
associated witt the Committee. The list is limited, to be sure. That is part of the 
effort to reduce the area of discussion. Each of the names represents a history in 
Zionist activity. The overwhelming majority are men wh ~ today playing an out-

\;tanding role in arousing American Jewry to the need or funae for Palestine. Many 
/'of them have themsel?es set outstanding e amples in generosity. But whether men with 

some or with limited means, they have given added effectiveness to the name of Zion­
ist. How do you explain the fact that these men, who represent strength in their own 
right and in what they symbolize, feel dee~ly that the present Zionist Administration 
must revise its policies and practices? Some of the members of the Committee have 
held office in the Z.O.A. Most of them are not men who care for office. They have 
only one objective: what is best for the interests of Palestine. 

3. Now, as to the basis of the opposition. There are many aspects which I would 
like to go into when we ne:::t meet. I touch on a few here. 

It is a fact that the present 7i.O.A. leadership has no access to the White House, the 
State Departme~t or any other icportant governmental agency. Do you regard that as 
healthy when our Government must play so vital a role in the affairs of Palestine? 
You may say or believe that this leader~~ip is responsible for the creation of the 
Jewish State. But I beg to remind you that the Jewieh State came into being chiefly 
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by virtue of the force of arms of the Yishuv and not the political strategy of only 
the Zionists of America. 

Now, we face a critical ere. The new State of Israel needs support from our Govern­
ment, political support and financial support. Is there a proper atmosphere for this 
when the Zionist movement must use a strange assortment of emissaries rather than its 
own leaders to be the spokesmen for the cause in Washington? 

One of the charges made by our group is that the present Z.O.A. Administration has 
excluded everybody who might express an independent opinion. It has placed a premium 
on uniformity and on obedience. It is the belief of the Committee for Progressive 
Zionism that all persons in America who have something to contribute to benefit 
Palestine should be utilized. The Conmittee does not aim to oust anybody. Its sole 
aim is to use everybody for the interests of Palestine. Exclusion of anybody from 
service to the Zionist movement, on grounds of personal differences or independence 
pf judgment, is a luxury we cannot afford. It is our view that the Z.O.A. must again 
represent, as it once did, a synthesis of all views that prevail in the organization 
and that it should cease to be totalitarian in its insistence on regimented thinking 
and voting. 

4. It is the view of the Committee for Progressive Zionism that the Yishuv must be 
free from interference, whether by alien governments or by Zionists from outside. 
The creation of the State of Israel must be accompanied by a recognition of its 
sovereignty even on the part of Zionists. 

How, you may ask, can we Am3rican Zionists violate that sovereignty, when the State 
of Israel will create its own laws and manage its own affairs? The answer is to be 
found in what use is made of the World Zionist Organization from this point on and 
above all how we act with regard to funds raised in this country for Palestine. 

The n~w State is desperately in need of funds and will be for many years. It is our 
hope that American Jewry, in so far as voluntary funds are concerned, will do its 
full part. But these funds a~.re not be used as leverage to influenae act ions of the 
State or people in that State. 

It is a known fact that money raised in this country has been used to influence 
parties and individuals in Palestine. It has been used to line up other ~actions 
of the Zionist movr,ment with the party line of the Z.O.A. I do not regard that as 
a valid use of American Zionist money or as a proper relationship between American 
Zionists and the Yishuv. 

5. The Zioni t Organization of America was, for decades, a liberal organization. 
The Pittsburgh platform of 1918 was the best expression of that. The Z.O.A. as al­
ways identified with a progressive interpretation of the social and economic problems 
of Palestina. 

Sudde~ly the Z.O.A., in its public expressions but, even more, in its attitudes at 
"yCongresses, became t 6 voice of economic and social reaction as far as Palestine is 

concerned. The Z.O.A. has been the leading instrument in building the General Con­
federation of Zionists, which today expresses the spirit of the former General Zionist 
B group of Poland rath3r than the traditional spirit of American Zionism. The Z.O.A. 
has become linked with some of the orst reactionariec in Palestine through the 
General Confederation of Zionists. 
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Whom are ~e foolin0? ! r8 ~e really building a Palestine here men shall live on the 
same economic principle of dog- at-dog that prevails in some of our less advanced 
economies? Or are we tre1t ing with the problem of those Jews w1ose requirement is 
merely a decent standard of living? Th~t does not mean that the utmost encouragement 
should not be given either to the middle class or to the entrepreneur who has some­
thing to contribute to the economy of Palestine. But certainly we ought to recognize 
that Palestine's e~onomy must be geared to embrace all elements of the population. 

The peculiar thing is t~at some of the outstanding leade~s now identified with the 
present Z.O.A. Administration have a liberal economic record in this country. Cer­
tainly Dr. Silver has always been identified with progressive social and economic 
thinking as regards the United States. It is indeed unfortunate that a handful of 
men, whom most of the Zionists of America do not know -- either by name or achieve­
ment -- are now twisting the z.o.A. into an unrecognizable pattern which does injury 
to the whole lifetime position even of Dr. Silver. One can only assume that a dis­
torted "party line," resulting from a contest for office, has diverted the Z.O.A. 
into this new and reactionary channel. 

It is horrifying to hear a vice-president, and today one of the chief spokesmen for 
the Z.O.A., in speaking before the Administrative Council -- between conventions the 
highest authority in the Z.O.A. -- refer to the Yishuv as disciples of the Red Flag 
of Marxism. On the platform from which this statement was made was seated the Presi­
dent of the Z.O.A. and other leaders of the current Z.O.A. Administration, but none 
challenged or took exception to this defamation of the Yishuv. How does this asper­
sion di~fer from slanders of the Britisi who disseminate ne~s reports that immigrants 
entering Palestine are "Red agents"? This smear of the leadership of the Palestine 
labor movement within the orld Zionist Organization may seem smart politics, but 
I think the responsible members of the Z.O.A. ought to be aware of the disastrous 
road along which we are being made to travel. How much real moral difference is 
there be~ween members of the American Council for Judaism who brand Zionists as un­
patriotic and Zionists who label Palestinian Jews as followers of the Red Flag of 
Marxism? 

I feel certain that if you had given thorough study to the policies and actions of 
the present Z.O.A. Administration -- not as they are portrayed in publicity handouts 
in The New Palestine, which is now a house organ in the worst sense of the term, but 
as they truly are -- you would not have permitted your signature to your letter of 
April 29. I feel certain, in fact, that you would hasten to join the Committee for 
Progressive Zionism, which does not believe in purges of anybody who can serve 
Zionism. 

Cordially yours, 

(Signed) 

Morris Margulies 

p .S. In accordance with the s·tyle set by you, I am sending a copy of this letter 
to our Zionist friends. I would not want them to feel that you did not receive an 
answer. 

M. f . . 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 
A PRELIMINARY 
STATEMENT 

Now that the State of Israel has been pro­
elaimed and recognized by the United States, 
Soviet Russia, and others ; now that the new 
State is fighting heroically against invasion 
by the Arab States; tremendous changes are 
bound to take place, both in Jewish and Zion-
ist life. 

Traditional concepts will be revolutionized. 
The Zionist movement as a whole is ripe for 
reorientation. Its tasks will change radically 
in order to deal with new conditions. 

What the Zionist Organization is to be in 
the days to come will require much delibera­
tion and deep thought. Decisions cannot be 
retained within a limited circle of leadership, 
but will have to be participated in by repre­
sentatives of all groups. 

Obviously, restraints on the free discussion 
of our inner affairs will now have to be re­
moved. Freedom of opinion will have to be the 
rule, not the exception. A democratic move­
ment cannot rest upon policies handed down 
from above as ''directives.'' 

At the ZOA Convention to be held in Pitts~ 
burgh (July 2-5), these problems are to be 
presented to the largest convention the or­
ganization has ever had. Probably 2,000 dele­
gates will be present. As yet, we fail to hear 
any voices, in or out of the organization, 
talking and writing about these matters. It 
is too much to expect the ZOA administration 
to have its ideas formulated so soon. All of 
us are in the midst of raising funds in the 
UJA campaign and in helping the war effort. 

But when and where will the discussion take 
place? 

The fact is that provision has never been 
made for discussions in advance of any ZOA 
Convention. In recent years, our Conventions 
have been auxiliary to large-scale political 
propaganda. 

The Constitution does not provide that the 
administration shall submit, in advance, pro­
posals it intends to make to the Convention. 
The important resolutions are prepared by 
the administration, handed over to a conven­
tion committee, which usually reports after 
a few hours' discussion. Most political resolu­
tions are couched in formal, rhetorical lan­
guage, and since they express sentiments to 
which all agree, there is no occasion for dis­
cussion in the plenum. In fact, the conven­
tion is not concerned with such discu sions. 

THE EW PALESTINE is a ''house-organ'' by 
official de ignation. This is taken to mean that 
controver y or debate or criticism is out of 
order in it columns. Only by arousing an 
independent discussion, is it possible to reach 
the district and regions, and from them, the 
dele1:Yate before they come to the Convention. 
Thi has never been to the liking of any ZOA 
admini tration. It i an implied critici m of 
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any independent thinking outside the limits 
of official "directives." 

This Convention, however, cannot follow the 
old discipline. The problems are fundamental 
and too serious. As the State of Israel emerges, 
burdened with vital problems that are un­
related to idealogical and verbal disputes, the 
future of the ZOA will have to be discussed 
in realistic terms. 

Planning in advance is essential. Formal 
acceptance of slogans will not do at this time. 
The leadership of tomorrow must present 
qualities quite different from those sought for 
in the past. A vote must mean a free man's 
expression of his own opinion. 

Democracy must not mean the absolute rule 
of a majority. The minority groups are en­
titled to a voice in government, as a matter 
of right, not of favor. No administration to 
be elected at Pittsburgh can afford to come 
to the Convention without a well-thought out 
program integrating the views of all elements 
in the organization. 

We declare frankly that we plan to submit 
the present ZOA administration to severe 
criticism of its policies and practices. In case 
the substance of our criticism is not justly 
considered and integrated in decisions, it is 
our purpose to contest the reelection of some 
or all of the officers of the administration. 

To that end, a number of us have formed 
a group, all of whom are ~embers of the ZOA, 
to be known as the Committee for Progressive 
Zionism, in order to break the hushed silence 
within the organization, and to open the gen­
eral debate. 

ZIONIST ISSUES will give expression to the 
views of our Committee. Its contributors will 
express their own views. Out of the con­
sensus of opinion, thus assembled, will be 
formulated the detailed program we shall ad­
vocate in Pittsburgh. It is our intention 
scrupulously to observe the interests of Zion­
ist public relations. We hope that the ZOA 
administration will do the same. 

ONE STATE-ON.E ARMY 
Israel's Defense Army Order 1948, creating 

one united army, was gazetted on May 28 
by the Provisional Government of Israel. 

If national discipline is to have meaning, 
all dissident forces must now be dissolved, 
so that all citizens may fight together under 
one command for the one State. 

A solemn commitment was signed by the 
Irgun Zvai Leumi prior to the e tablishment 
of the State. It was agreed that its separate 
force would be ended as soon as the State 
had been created. It is imperative that the 
striking power of the State be given the 
full effectiveness of a central, undebatable 
command. 

In this connection, it is unfortunate that 
the Pale tine D fense Fund and the nited 
Zioni t-Revi ioni t of America still conduct 
campaign to rai e fund for Irgun in this 
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country. It is utterly fantastic that we in 
America should still finance private armiea 
in Israel. There can be no surer way to fur. 
ther military chaos. The funds made avail­
able to the State must equip every single 
soldier enrolled in its ranks. No longer is 
there Haganah, Irgun or Stern-but only 
one Army of Israel, for whose success all of 
us must pray and work. 

Do the United Zionist -Revi ioni ts of 
America still regard itself as part of the 
Zionist movement in the United States T Under 
what assumptions or with what encourage­
ment was it still-a of May 24, 1948-call­
ing upon the public for funds for the Irgun f 

In fact, the government of the State of Is­
rael has labeled such fund-raising a ''fraud.'' 
Here is the official statement: 

After the promulgation of the Army 
Ordinance, the Fighters for Israel's Free­
dom duly carried out its dissolution and 
its members have already been absorbed 
by the army. Irgun Zvai Leumi likewise 
informed the appropriate aut"11orjties of 
the Provisional Government of Israel of 
its decision to honor its pledge to dissolve 
voluntarily and asserted that its members 
will be instructed to enlist in the defense 
army of Israel in accordance with cur­
rent regulations. Both groups have de­
livered their arms to the appropriate 
organs of the defense army. 

All sections of the defense army are 
financed from central funds and no ques­
tion can arise of any section or group in 
the army claiming separate financial as­
sistance for its maintenance or operational 
expenses. • • • • • • 

Under these circumstances those pur-· 
porting to collect money for the needs of, 
Irgun or the Fighters for Israel's Free­
dom are guilty of a common fraud. 

Moreover, whoever supports or tries 
to enlist support for dissident military 
activities in effect assists in violating the 
laws of Israel and in undermining its 
very foundations. 

Z.O.A. CONVENTION 
Mr. Charles J. Rosenbloom, Chairman of 

the Committee for Progressive Zionism, has 
sent out to ZOA Districts the following com­
munication: 

In connection with Fifty-First Annual• 
Convention scheduled for the July 4 week­
end at Pitsburgh, I earnestly hope that you 
will be represented by a full delegation. I 
am ure you realize that this will be a most 
important onvention, and every district 
therefore hould be represented to it fullest 
numerical strenoth. 

In the event, however, that you are not in 
a po. ition to send all of the delegates that 
your m mbership entitles you to, I beg leave 
to respectfully sugge t the Zionist personali­
tie compri inc, our officer and Executive 

ommitt who are prepared to go to Pitt -
burgh and erve a delegate from your dis­
tri t. (For names e pacre four.) 
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HISTORY AND HISTRIONICS 
By Louis Lipsky 

There were great difficulties for the Jew­
ish cause at Lake Success. There were serious 
set-backs and notable successes. During the 
entire period our cause was advocated by 
the Executive of the Jewish Agency with 
dignity and clarity, with force and skill. They 
deserve-and they are receiving-a great 
volume of acclaim. What they did has given 
deep moral satisfaction to all Jews. They 
have won the admiration of the non-Jewish 
world. Who of us was not proud of them! 

It was not merely the public addresses. 
Behind the delegation stood a group of pro­
fessional experts in various fields. Memoranda 
had to be written, information collated. Con­
ferences had to be held with representatives 
of other countries, and what was to be said 
and done had to be discussed in advance. In­
formation had to be given to the press-the 
communiques, the informal conversations, con­
tacts with persons who could help us in this 
or that direction. It was the work of a well­
organized collective. 

The names deserve to be mentioned. 

Jewish history will never forget the pre­
pared addresses of Dr. Chaim Weizmann, 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Mr. Moshe Sher­
tok ; in later weeks, what was said by Major 
Aubrey Eban. Dr. Weizmann made a pro­
found impression, as always. The United Na­
tions saw in him a symbol of a long struggle 
for Jewish freedom ; coming to the end of 
the road weary and scarred. His words came 
with effort, but they were words of wisdom 
and faith. The indignation smoldering within 
him often escaped his great quality of under­
statement, and words of reproof came from 
his lips. He seemed like the father of a deeply 
wronged people. 

The composition of Dr. Silver's addresses 
was admirable. His voice had the resonance 
of an organ. He was relentless in logic. His 
indignation often burnt the edges of his 
words, but did not consume their persuasive 
force. His appeal was to the Conscience. 
Justice was his reiterated plea. He held his 
passion in restraint with visible difficulty. 
They were addresses of substance and power. 

Mr. Shertok appeared as the master of facts, 
bringing them all together with amazing 
memory to drive conclusions home. On a 
number of occasions, his indignation could 
not be controlled for, of all our speakers, his 
voice was native to the soil, was brushed with 
thoughts of kith and kin, of the whole com­
munity of Israel. Here, one felt, was a man 
no man on earth could challenge as alien to 
the land of Israel, to all that it signifies, its 
language and customs, it physical being, its 
hope. 

Major Eban became chief pokesman after 
th State of Israel had been proclaimed and 
r cognized. In the fir t day , he wa an expert 

on Arabic relations; he was a draftsman. 
After May 16, he occupied the stage with 
remarkable self-assurance. He bad the smooth 
elegance and arrogance of the British. With 
all due respect, his language was stylistically 
better than that of his British opponent. One 
felt in Major Eban 's appearance the coming 
up of a new generation of leadership. 

These occupied the center. The making of 
policy and decisions on tactics and strategy 
- always in contact with Mr. David Ben 
Gurion in Tel Aviv-was the responsibility 
of the whole Executive of the Jewish Agency, 
who spent exhausting hours and days in dis­
cussing the changes in the situation, the sur­
prises and frequent dilemmas. 

These were the members of the Executive : 
Wolf Gold, Nahum Goldmann, Hayim Green­
berg, Rose Halprin and Emanuel Neumann. 
The chiefs of staff were : Eliahu Epstein, 
Arthur Lourie and Isaiah Kenen. Experts 
came from many lands to aid: Dr. Mordecai 
Eliash of Palestine, Moshe Toff of the Ar­
gentine, David Horowitz of Palestine and 
Michael Comay of South Africa. For eco­
nomic problems, there was Oscar Gass, co­
author with Robert Nathan of a great work 
on Palestine's economy. They had the co­
operation of auxiliary bodies: The Nation 
Associates headed by Freda Kircbwey and 
Lillie Shultz, the American Zionist Christian 

Committee headed by Carl Voss. 

It was not one man or two or three. It 
was a collaboration of a number of men and 
women, all working in harmony against 
powerful odds. The record given here may 
not be complete. The full story will be told 
later, when the historian will write of the 
first year of Jewish independence. What is 
here referred to has been compiled from the 
record of the past year and one-half. It can 
be found in the press. It was broadcast by 
commentators. It was spoken of at mass meet­
ings. For the time being, let it stand. 

• • • 
What is the record, however, to be found 

in the offices of the Zionist Organization of 
America f There you will find a picture in 
black and white, lacking in vision, wholly 
inadequate, distorted with exaggerations, ex­
clusions and false emphasis. There is an un­
awareness of the fact that here bad occurred, 
to say the least, the most important event in 
fifty years of Zionist history; to say the most, 
the greatest event in two thousand years of 
Jewish history. 

Here wa a time for calm consideration of 
events, the truthful evaluation of what had 
happened. Thi wa the time for the remem­
brance of the generation that had died that 
thi cau e might liv . It hould have brought 
to memory in tantaneou ly, xclu ively, the 
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pioneers in thought and action, the pioneers 
who had blazed the Zionist path in the Galuth, 
the victims who had died only yesterday by 
Hitler's hand. There should have been a gen­
erous outpouring of gratitude and high re­
gard. Thi was the time to recall the poets 
who sang the national songs before the tate 
was born and to repeat their yearning and 
their hope . 

• • • 
Nothing of this was manifest in the ZOA 

celebrations. It would appear that the tur­
bulent agitation of the post-war years in the 
United States, the organization of the illegal 
recruits in Europe, the Haganah commandos 
bringing life to the Displaced Persons camps, 
the arming of the Haganah, the political ef­
forts at Washington and throughout the coun­
try, led by the whole Zionist leadership here 
and abroad and especially in Zion, ·wa an 
achievement of only two Architects who had 
planned and worked the miracle. The £ea tures 
of these two Miracle-Workers were photo­
graphed and enlarged so that large audiences 
would make no mistake as to their identity. 
Their elaims to authorship were accentuated 
and elaborated in the official organ of the 
Zionist Organization of America, in its com­
munications to districts and regions, in reso­
lutions adopted at public meetings, in its 
official press issues. 

Not a group bearing a collective respon­
sibility, but two men taken out of the col­
lective, not to be &Mociated with others, 
became the objects of ZOA exaltation. The 
thought obviously was to black out the past 
as much as possible in order that the figures 
under the spotlight should be the better re­
flected and enlarged. The moment of glory 
could not be shared. 

• • • 
It would not be right to pass all this over 

as being merely an exhibition of bad man­
ners or a temporary aberration due to great 
excitement. It is symptomatic of a sickness 
that prevails in the ZOA Administration. This 
sickness has always been present in some de­
gree. It has had many manifestations in times 
past. It is tragic that it should have developed 
so rapidly to the point where it has become 
an ugly obsession just as the combination of 
all Zionist efforts has produced the ful­
fillment of Herzl's dream. 

• • • 
Now that the State is a reality, may it not 

be suggested that the time has come to re­
move these unworthy manifestations of com­
petitive Zionist leadership, its self-glorifica­
tion and arrogance, and to return to normal 
Jewish life, to the old Zionist traditions, to 
the old Jewish manners T Has not the time 
come for us in the United States to emulate 
to some extent at least the heroism and self­
sacrifice of tho e who are now fighting Israel's 
battle and dying on it soil in order that it 
may be free t In the knowledge of what they 
are doing over there, should we not be more 
humble and magnanimou . It i not conceiv­
abl that all American Zioni t ha e lo t the 
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AGENDA fOR THE ZIONIST CONVENTION 
By Henry Montor 

THE State of Israel is freshly-born. Despite 
the centuries of longing for it and the 

decades of working for it, the State was pro­
jected so quickly that not all the issues re­
lating to its birth have been grasped, much 
less resolved. 

Some of these issues might well be on the 
agenda of the ZOA convention at Pittsburgh 
in July. If they are, it will be a tribute 
to sound and constructive planning of the 
convention program. If they are not, it will 
be understood by all those who have seen 
the Zionist conventions become less concerned 
with actual Palestine problems as the mem­
bership has mounted and sheer size has vir­
tually destroyed the individual detail. 

Zionism and Israel 
For over fifty years the Zionist Organiza­

tion of America has been the principal guard­
ian of the interests of Jewish Palestine in 
the United States. It has been the chief 
factor in mobilizing the political and financial 
resources of the American Jewish community 
for the implementation of the Basle Program. 
Throughout these decades, the charge of '' dual 
loyalty'' was voiced only by those who felt 
themselves personally insecure, either as Jews 
or as Americans. Nevertheless, from time to 
time, the charge was answered: either with 
the contempt which it deserved; or, as in 
the case of Louis D. Brandeis, with logic and 
documentation. 

A new set of circumstances now exists. 
The Basie Program has been achieved. A 
sovereign State exists. Israel is independent. 
It has received recognition from major powers 
and will gain increasing recognition as the 
hard realities are appreciated by other na­
tions. Israel, as a State with Jewish and also 
Arab residents, will expect discipline and 
loyalty from its citizens. It will have the 
same relationship to those citizens as pre­
vails in any other nation. 

What will be the status of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine f of the World Zionist 
Organization f of the Zionist Organization of 
America-and, for that matter-of the various 
other Zionist groupings in the United States T 

These questions are not theoretical. They 
press for early, if not immediate, answers. 

The question may also be asked from an­
other angle. What will be the relationship 
of the State of Israel to the Jewish Agency 
and to the World Zionist Organization T The 
questions have political, financial and inter­
national ramifications. 

It is easier to ask the questions than to 
answer them. Fundamentally, the Jews of 
America want to retain their interest in the 
well-being of I rael. They recognize that its 
growth must be dynamic and not static, if it 
i to meet the Jewish situation in Europe 
adequately. Moreover, they are not in ensitive 
to the fact that I rael must fight for its 
life. The declaration of Statehood ha not 
automatically won it that immunity from 
international piracy which might w II have 
b n e p ted. In t ad, gr at pow r pur ue 

a cynical and even a viciously vindictive 
course that underline the importance of 
maximum Jewish support, wherever it can 
be garnered, for the State of Israel. 

Within the framework of that sympathy, 
certain definite changes suggest them elves. 

Certainly, in the political field, the State 
of Israel will have its own independent repre­
sentation in the United States, as in other 
countries. For many years, the Zionist Organi­
zation of America, and subsequently other 
bodies in conjunction with it, served in effect, 
'' in the position or parent'' for Jewish in­
terests in Palestine. A reorganization of func­
tion will undoubtedly follow in accordance 
with the changed conditions. 

It would be premature, however, to sug­
gest that the Zionist Organization of America 
has no interest in the status of Palestine at 
Washington. The Jews of America will con­
tinue to keep a watchful eye on developments 
affecting Israel. 

For the hysterically fearful Jews who see 
in that possibility a symptom of '' dual loyal­
ty" it might be pointed out that former 
Secretary of War Robert P. Patterson had 
no hesitation recently in forming a committee 
of distinguished Americans who battled hard 
to win nation-wide acceptance of the Mar­
shall Plan. It was Mr. Patterson's view that 
he and his associates had a profound con­
cern in what happened in Europe. It is be­
yond the stage of debate that what happens 
to the Jews of Palestine is of prime im­
portance to the Jews of America. 

Nevertheless, the change in the political 
relationship of Palestine to Washington is 
already evident. Aubrey S. Eban was ap­
pointed by Israel to serve as its delegate to 
the United Nations. He was not the ap­
pointee of any Zionist body. Eliahu Epstein 
was named Minister to Washington by Israel. 
He was not the nominee of any Zionist instru­
ment. One can take it for granted that the 
Zionist Organization of America, and the 
other Zionist groups, will bring forward 
their concern with developments as the situa­
tion demands. But it will be Israel and its 
citizens, and they alone, who will initiate 
action and carry it through to completion. 
This will call for a reorientation of American 
Zionist expression and action. 

Financial. Support For Israel 
In recent years, the Jews of America have 

been the bulwark in providing public funds 
for the development of Jewish Palestine. It 
is inevitable that they ball continue to occupy 
that role. The support which they will pro­
vide will not be for the State of Israel as such 
but for the myriad activities which must be 
executed to root into the land tho e Jews 
who have enter d, larg ly in the la t decade 
or more, and to ab orb the great numbers 
who e influx i now b ginning. 

Some of th instrum nt of fund-rai ing 
for Pal tine in this country ar antiquated. 
That th may have a hi tor of ten, twenty 
or v n fifty ear i not a alidation of their 
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efficiency or usefulness. It is difficult for or­
ganizations to diagnose their own arterio­
sclerosis. 

It would, l1owever, be helpful for the ZOA 
to perform that function. It mu t be taken 
into a ount that the whole emphasi of fund­
rai ing for Pale tine ha hifted. It is not 
the r pon ibility of "Zioni t " as such. It 
has become the accepted privilege of the total 
Jewi~ h communitie of America. 

Any ao- nda for the Zionist convention 
might, therefore, consider the e a pects of the 
financial relations of Am ri a to Palestine: 

(1) The ne essity of re-e amining the struc­
ture of fund-raising for Palestine, so that out 
of the melange of competing, cross-purpo ed, 
inefficient organizations may be created a uni­
fied in trument to serve a purpose which has 
a sumed new magnitude. 

(2) T}ie perfection of a relationship with 
a similarly unified institution in Pale tine 
which will be out ide the purview of the tate 
and which will be concerned exclusively with 
the philanthropic interests of the Jews, in the 
highest sense of the abused word. 

But even more urgent and important than 
these considerations is the use to which Ameri­
can Jewish money shall be put. Power cor­
rupts. So does money. A situation ought 
never be allowed to develop where even a 
whisper of suspicion might exist that Amer­
ican Jews were using the dollars they were 
contributing for Palestine as a lever to in­
fluence action in Palestine. 

The State of Israel is entitled to all the 
ramifications of opinion that exist in any 
other land. There is a right and a left and 
a middle, with innumerable variations on 
these. When there was a World Zionist Or­
ganization, which had a powerful, in fact 
decisive, impact on decisions affecting the 
internal life of Palestine, it happened that 
groups in the United States tried to strengthen 
their opposite numbers in Palestine. But if 
such a development should occur now, it could 
only be regarded as an infringement on the 
sovereignty of Israel. The playing off of one 
group against another in Israel by dangling 
money that might be offered from America 
would be resented and rebuked by the con­
tributors in the United Btates. More im-
portant, it could only contribute to the de­
terioration of the discipline of the State and 
perpetuate a type of party politics that was 
conceivable in the old days but intolerable 
when a State exists. One may assume that 
the Zionist Organization of America will take 
the lead in assuring that no such develop­
ment will ever take place. 

Jewish Agency and WZO 
It is inevitable that Zionists in the United 

States will have a continuing interest in the 
upbuilding of Palestine. That will be true of 
Jews in other land . They will want to re­
tain an identification with each other. If it 
happens with Rotarians and Chambers of 
Commerce, the right of Zionists to such union 
is no less valid. What should be the form 
of their organization f Should the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine, extended in 1929 to 
include '' non-Zionist , '' continue T Or should 
it be aboli bed as unrealistic and unrepre­
sentati e, with the World Zionist Organiza­
tion r urning its original role a the Jewi h 
Ag n t (Continued on Page 4) 
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FEAR OF DISSENSION 

'' Come to dinner,'' said Don Pedro to his 
friend Buenavento, in the old Spanish story, 
'' but do not bring Miguel. He has such de­
cided opinions, and that spoils my appetite.'' 

It is some BUeh fear of the dra.ft of ventila­
ting views that isolates the present ZOA 
leadership and sets it apart from all other 
regimes in previous Zionist history. 

Due to the march of historical events and 
to our own efforts, the membership has grown 
greatly, but in curious reverse proportion the 
governing circle has shrunk to miniature, if 
not minute, size, manifesting all the signs of 
autocracy and arbitrary control. Only auto­
cracy displays such acute fear of divergent 
opinions and the free play of ideas. 

And this congealed state of mind is, strange­
ly enough, made most evident at the time of 
the triumri.. ')f the Zioni t ideal which, more 
than anything else, vindicates the free and un­
trammeled expression of the Jewish spirit, 
and of free Jewish thought . 

With the birth of the new political Zionism 
of 1897 came the invigorating and revivifying 
surge of ideas, thoughts, opinions, various as­
pects of Jewish national philosophical con­
ceptions, broadening the Jewish outlook and 
laying the foundations of the basic beliefs 
of our movement. 

To be sure, differences had to be adjusted ; 
a consen us of opinion or approximate syn­
thesis ultimately resolved itself into the re­
quired majority control and direction, but 
majority rule never meant ckerem or excom­
munication for the minority. On the contrary, 
the minority was not only given representa­
tion but an honored place in the movement. 
Its leaders and spokesmen were always sought 
out for advice and consultation, and the Zion­
ist press and Zionist platform were always 
open and accessible to those of the minority 
or of differing opinions. In time the minority 
became a majority, and somehow the move­
ment survived it! This would seem very 
strange to the ZOA leaders of today who 
either forgP.t or reject the past and act as if 
there never had been a free, tolerant and 
hospitable Zionist movement in the world. 

What appalling fear of change, movement, 
intellectual commotion of any kind pervades 
the sixth floor of 41 East 42 Street l The 
slight breeze of ideas is regarded as a storm; 
the slightest whiff of mental wind is feared 
like a tornado. As to the thought of an op­
position-that IS frightening as a veritable 
earthquake I 

-B. G. R. 
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One of the first thoughts to occur as a re­
flex to the creation of the Jewish State is 
the desirability of an organization in the 
United States that does away with the frag­
mentation that may have had validity before 
but little if any now. For years the idea of 
a Federation was projected at World Zionist 
Congresses. Certainly now one big Zionist 
Organization in the United States seems logi­
cal. Whether the individual bodies will con­
tinue to feel that their function has not been 
changed by the events in Palestine or whether 
they will have the imagination to pool their 
re ources to meet the new responsibilities is 
in the sphere of prophecy. 

Is it too heterodox to suggest a broaden­
ing of such a Zioni t Organization, perhaps 
even to envisage a different complexion, in 
view of the fact that the function of the 
Organization is now so different 1 Many had 
predicted various names for the new Jewish 
State. On May 14, the State announced itself 
as I rael. Some were startled. It had not been 
anticipated in the predictions. But it was 
understandable and agreeable. The present 
ZOA, within the framework of an even broad­
er Zionist Organization in the United States, 
might consider the initiative in choosing a 
designation that would embrace every self­
respecting Jew in America. 

If the base is broadened for the inclusion 
of every Jew, it i possible that the designa­
tion "Jewish Agency for Palestinen may have 
greater effectiveness than World Zioni t Or­
ganization. However, the form of representa­
tion, as between ''Zionist'' and '' non-Zioni t'' 
will have lost all real meaning. Therefore, 
what would be involved would be a function 
and not constitution. The perpetuation of 
both a Jewish Agency for Pale tine and a 
World Zionist Organization would seem to 
have lost all significance and usefulne s. 

Whether it be called Jewish Agency or 
WZO, the body would need a complete r e­
organization of it purposes. o longer could 
it deal with the internal affair of Pale tine, 
with problems of colonization, of education, 
of economic development--except insofar as 
there was general theoretic discussion of the 
problem of a land in which a profound in­
tere t will continue to exist and to be ex­
pres ed. The con titution of the WZO will 
need to be completely revamped. 

The e, and many other, problems have not 
yet been considered, because of preoccupa­
tion with the struggle to meet the daily i ues. 
But the disentanuling of the lines between 
America and I rael is of crucial urgency. 
The new State mu t be allowed to develop 
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in the fullest reliance upon its internal demo­
cratic machinery. We, on the outside, shall 
help with our moral, material and political 
support to strengthen its existence. But our 
role must be as friends and not as arbiters 
of the destiny of that land. 

NO MILITARY WEAKNESS 
The decision by the Israel government to 

accept the cease-fire order was not motivated 
by military weakness, Moshe Shert-Ok, For­
eign Minister, declared on June 9th. 

'' The Jewish state is spreading it roots 
fast and deep,'' he said. '' Time, for once, 
is on our side. There is no que tion h re of 
a compromi e, territorial or oth rwi . '' 

Ile aid Arab aggre ion had r coil d '' with 
truly terrible consequence . '' .Attempts to 
wre t territory from the partition tate had 
failed. Th Arabs had lo t 200 villarr and 
mo t of th ir important town in Pal tine, 
and J ewi. h fore . '' under the impa t of a17-

gr ion'' had driv n de p into rab Pal-
. tine. 
'' If the truce doe turn out to be the ool­

ing-off period hoped for, '' Mr. hertok said, 
'' if the Arabs draw up a reali tic balance 
heet of their gains and lo es, at long last 

an element of sanity may enter their cal­
ulations.'' 
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Mr. Morris Margulies 
Committee for Progressive Zionism 
Hotel Dixie 
250 West 43rd Street 
New York 18, New York 

Dear Morris: 

Gf tlan a 31 qeorqla 
June 15, 1948 334 WE S PEACHTREE ST. 

Your five-page document of May 25th proved to me beyond a shadow of doubt 
that the shells I lobbed into your camp on April 29th hit a great, rig, beautiful 
bull's eye, landing right smack on the pop-guns by means of which you seek to make 
the present Z.O.A. administration uncomfortable. 

Only one who has been hit in the most vv.lnerable spot, could moan the way 
you do or go into such frenzied research in an attempt to show that I am wrong. 

Like you, I have been debating with myself whether or not I ought to make 
reply. I hesitated for two reasons: 1) The "arguments" which you advance are so 
threadbare that even your balaba.t im can easily detect the hollow ring. They are 
intended to confuse and not to clarify. It is on confusion that the opposition 
to the leaders of the Z.O.A. battens. 2) I did not wish to give you an opportu­
nity to publish another "White Paper" with a resultant increase in confusion and 
complete burial of the real issues. And so I found myself in a real quatdary. 

On careful reflection, however, I came to the conclusion that your "bro­
chure" had to be answered. Not so much because of the pilpul which decorates the 
last fou~ pages, but on account of the political capital you seek to make out of 
the fact that my circular message bore a "New York" postmark. 

This is the "itch" you could not resist. Since my missile ha.d landed 
square in tha center of vulnerability, you were looking for a chance to make a 
diversionary attack which would take people's minds off the real tachlis. The 
New York postmark was precisely the thing the doctor ordered. It people could 
be made to believe that Benamy was just a front man for the Ad.ministration; that 
he affixed his signature to a poisonous concoction that was brewed in the offices 
of the Z.O.A. - then it would not matter what the issues actually were; the Admin­
istration would be indicted and convioted by the tactics it used. 

This supposedly clever strategy, of oourse, could not be consummated with­
out receiving the widest possible publ1o1ty. And in order to justify a course of 
action which, in order to be carried out, involved casting serious reflections 



Mr. Morris Margulies Page 2 June 15, 1948 

on S. P. Benamy in writing, exposing him to ridicule before a rather large mail­
ing list, an ingenious approach was devised. You very kindly explained that the 
only reason for circulating the "reply" was because Benamy had caused the attaok 
on the Com:.nittee for Progressive Zionism to be distributed - without mentioning. 
of course, that my letter confined itself to the issues, whereas yours contained 
insinuations against Benamy that made it highly improper for publication. The 
blow was cushioned, of course, by your assurance of personal esteem and affection. 
However, I am not easily duped, as you seem to think. 

Now, this matter must be cleared up. And while my criticism of your Com­
mittee was mailed out from New York, I wish to categorically affirm that it was 
mz letter and not written or composed in New York; that it represents my firm 

' convictions on this subject; and that you are assuming quite a lot when you imply 
that "the reasonable and considerate Benamy whom you have kno1m" could not possi­
bly have written what he considers a well-deserved denunciation of your Committee. 

With this observation I would like to stop, but I cannot resist the temp­
tation of lifting some prize plums out of the compote you shipped me and making 
you eat them. Ho~ever, I will be brief because I want this to be read. 

It is interesti~g to learn that the Committee has been "dormant" since 
1947, because Zionism until now was threatened by enemies. Since your group is 
now stepping into the bright spotlight of full-scale warfare against the Admin­
istration, it follows - if one were to endorse your line of reasoning - that the 
dangers are over and we can all dance in the streets. This is not in line with 
the news which every headline and radio commentator blares forth; nor is it con­
sistent with your own statement as to the purposes for forming the Committee. 

YES, I WAS OPPOSED TO THE .AMERICAN POLICY COMMITTEE FOR THE SAME REASON 
THAT I AM OPPOSED TO THE COMMITTEE FOR PROGRESSIVE ZIONISM. I held then, as I 
do now, that the place for airing controversies is within the constitutional 
councils of the Z.O.A. and not through "private armies". It makes no difference 
to me what personalities are in ·olved in the application of the principle. I 
never questione~ Ur. Rosenbloom's right to express himself in 1945, 1948 and, 
God willing, in 1960. I am opposed to the method he uses and which I consider 
harmful to the movement. 

Nobody is trying to stop opposition, or the discussion of personalities or 
what have you. The fact that you are using this particular twist shows how hard 
up you are for breath. Thera was nothing in my letter which even remotely implied 
anything of the sort. I happen to know that your group was invited several times 
to come to the meetings of the Administrative Committee and air its grievances. It 
did not do so. Why not? 

It matters not to me who the men are who compose your group. There are 
some illustrious names, to be sure. But why bewail their hard luck? This par­
ticular paragraph of your letter points the real reason for your Committee. 
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These men are now "out" and the Silver-Neumann group is "in". I have no obj ec­
tion to the leaders you mention getting back their seats at the warm f i replace . 
But let them come in through the front door and not by the backstair s. 

Your reforence to "access to the White House" is a corker. May I remind 
you that it is not so much the access that counts as the results which one achieves 
with the access. Think that over. And since, as you say, the part of American 
Zionism in the creation of the Jewish State is negligible, why worry about whether 
S.S.W. or A.H.S. orate to the ocoupant? 

Just three more observations and I will have to call it a day. 

The Z.O.A. leadership, as presently constituted, is a nest of reactiona­
ries who will sell the State of Israel to capitalistic interests, according to 
you, if they have their way. You will have to adduce e lot of good, substantial 
evidence, before the rank and file of the membership can be hammered into accept­
ing the idea that the men who guide the organization are economic royalists, eager 
to enslave the little man of Israel. As I look over the distinguished list of 
your officers and executive committee "in formation", I would not bet on a single 
one of them voting for Henry Wallaoe. What do you think, Morris? 

As to the "interference" in the internal affairs of Israel, I would refer 
you a.nd your dear ones to Dr. Neumann's statement, published on the top of page 
3 in the Sunday issue of "The New York Times" of June 6th 1948. 

And as to the vice-president who did some red-baiting on the floor of the 
Administrative Council, surely you would not suggest that a "liberal" and "pro­
gressive" group like yours would want to muzzle him? After all, you do believe 
in freedom of speech! You are horrified that no one challenged him er took ex­
ception! Evidently neither you nor your group - and you have adequate represen­
tation on the Administrative Council, including z.o.A. vice-president Charles 1. 
Rosenbloom - were there. 

Honestly, you would not expect me to "hasten and join you", would you?! 

P. Benamy 
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100/i ATTENTION, IJEI.Efill TES! 
Fellow Zionists : 

\Ve greet the delegates to the Fifty-First 
Convention of the ZOA. You are fortunate 
in participating in a Zionist Convention with­
in a few weeks after the objectives of the 
Basle Program have been realized as public 
fact. You are also fortunate in being strong 
and determined at a time when strength and 
determination are urgently required to help 
defend and maintain the new Jewish State. 

Of you great deeds are expected. You rep­
resent the largest Zionist organization in the 
freest Jewish community in the world. You 
are the invincible wall of reinforcement of 
Israel's fight against aggression. You stand 
with the people of Israel against the aggres­
sion of its neighbors. You stand against the 
more insidious aggression of that great Em­
pire which, instead of retiring from the field 
in shame, returns with mercenaries to further 
plague the people it has wronged. You, Amer­
ican citizens of Jewish nationality, are in a 
position to give tremendous help for the de­
feat of Israel's enemies. 

• • • 
It is your responsibility here at Pittsburgh 

to consider the strengthening of the ZOA as 
an effective instrument for new tasks. It is to 
be regretted that the forms of the ZOA Con­
vention interfere with the free exercise of your 
influence ·as delegates. You are cabined and 
cramped by precedents. If the Convention is 
a Parliament for discussion and decision, the 
absorption of its agenda in demonstration and 
propaganda-desirable an<l necessary as these 
purposes may be on other occasions-retards 
your dealing with that program which the 
Convention should give thought to. We regret 
that the program of the Convention is a mass 
meeting in several sessions with a long list 
of distinguished speakers whom Zionists are 
alway glad to hear. -The question arises, 
when are the delegates to speak1 They have 
not been informed as to the nature of the 
problems. When is such information to be 
given and when are tke discussions to be held1 

It is conceded that what we say here in 
Pittsburgh on a public platfcrm is said under 
the scrutiny of sensitive public relations. Not 
one of us wishes to mar these relations. But 
there are certain questions that are artfully 
being held under cover by the Administration 
of the ZOA and that are not presented frankly 
and clearly. There are certain practices of 
the Administration already congealed into 
policy, which are being persisted in without 
regard for the democratic rights of the or-

anization as a whole, which should be given 
an opportunity to express its views. These 
practices affect the future of the organization 
vitally; they affect our relation to the State 
of Israel intimately; and in all fairness should 
be brought to the attention of the delegate 
at the earliest po ible moment through the 
printed word or in committee or in plenary 

ion. 

In all probability, however, the Pittsburgh 
Convention will have to run its prescribed 
course. It will be a grand demonstration and 
rally of American Zionists, and all of us will 
go home greatly cheered and stimulated. But 
it will not be able to do what has been bab­
bled about in the official Zionist press. There 
are technical difficulties. It may be suggested, 
however, that there are certain matters which 
can be taken up in spite of the frozen agenda 
laid before us. 

• • • 
Let no Zionist be deceived by formal or glib 

utterances. '!'he most serious problem in the 
life of the new State is that of defense and 
the integrity and authority of the State. The 
struggle with the dissident forces of the Irgun 
-an army wih political objectives-has been 
gofog on for many years. Many controversies 
have arisen and many truces were made. 
Many great wrongs were committed in the 
name of the dissident group. There were 
many pardons and a forgiving spirit. The 
problem of the Irgun reached its climax with 
the beginning of the functioning of the State 
of I rael. A truce had been agreed to between 
the Haganah and the lrgun. That truce was 
only partially lived up to by the Irgun, but 
no complaint was made. With the acceptance 
of the nited Nations truce by the Govern­
ment of Israel, the Irgun-regardless of the 
international obligations of Israel's Govern­
ment, regardless of its own pledges to the 
Government--endeavored to land on the 
shores of Palestine a ship loaded. with ammu­
nition _ and refused_ to obey the command of 
the Government to halt its movements and to 
obey legitimate military instructions. A battle 
ensued-a number of Jewish lives were lost­
and the Irguni ts were overcome an<l defeated. 
Their threats and underground preparations 
now trouble the State of Israel in the midst 
of preparations for the active renewal of the 
defense against the aggressors, which may now 
be expected at any moment. 

What has taken place in Israel is deplorable 
and humiliatinO', But it is a fact that the 
greater part of the material and moral upport 
of the Irgun has come from the Jews of the 

nited tate and, we do not hesitate to say, 
al o from certain Zionist groups in our own 
midst. 

lore than that. By their silence and equi­
Yocation over a long period, by the tacit ap­
proval of the conduct of the Irgun on the part 
of official ZOA leaders, by their making it 
appear that they were reluctant to condemn, 
by their voting in Zionist bodies together with 
group. allied in sympathetic support of the 
Irgun, the impression has been made all over 
the Jewish world, as well as in the United 

tate , that the present leadership of the ZOA 
gi e its tacit though not official approval to 
the activitie of the Irgun-their activities in 
Pale tine and their activitie in the United 

tat . Ev ry a p t of the pre nt ituation 
in I rael and in American Zioni t circle de-

mand that there be an end to this equivoca­
tion, indirection and double talk. 

This 1onvention would be untrue to the 
highest Zio·m·st ideals and traditions if it 
failed to indicate in forthright language its 
condemnation of the disloyal practices of the 
lrg1tn as well a of those Zuniists who give aid 
and comfort, either secretly or openly, to the 
forces seeking to impair the authority of the 
Jewi h tate in the e difficult days. 

• • • 
A generality has been given utterance to 

by high authority in the ZOA that in the 
days soon to come we should not interfere 
with the affairs of the Governm nt of Israel 
nor should that Government intrude upon 
American Zionist affair . Each will have to 
stay in its own corner. This is a phrase that 
easily disposes of what is going to be a com. 
plicated problem that will vex Zionist life 
for some time to come. There are Jew in Pal­
estine and Jews in America. Over and above 
government, relation between the two will 
have to be maintained. The question cannot 
be settled merely by sayino- that we shall not 
interfere with the affairs of the Government 
of I rael. 

But before thi severance between Galuth 
and Zion take place it is important that we 
create no false impre sions. The State now 
free to act out its destiny-the State we are 
,Yishing God speed-is not expect~d to cancel 
the basic ideas of its pre ent foundations. It 
is not expected that the Galuth will ru h in 
with plans and means to create in Palestine 
a replica of a country in which gold has just 
been discovered, that they will be interested 
and stimulated in competitive capitalist en~ 
terpri e which will take quick possession of 
the undeveloped resources of the country. 

Thi fantastic thought is in direct contra­
diction to what Zionists have been thinking 
since those days in 1918 when the ZOA un-, 
der the leadership of Louis D. Brandeis, 
adopted the Pitt burgh Program. 

The e are the principles adopted at that 
time: 

'' To in ure in the Jewish ational 
Home in Pale tine equality of opportuni­
ty, we favor a policy which, with due re­
gard to exi ting rights, hall tend to es­
tablish right , shall tend to e tabli h the 
owner hip and control of the land and 
of all natural resources and of all public 
utilitie by the whole people. 

'' The cooperative principles should be 
applied as far as po ible in the organ­
ization of all agricultural, industrial, 
commercial and financial undertakings. 

'' The fiscal policy shall be framed so 
a to protect the people from the evils 
of land peculation and from every other 
form of financial oppression." 

Thi i the kind of a community which we, 
tog ther with all other Zionist , have helped 
to create and , hich we have handed over to 
th fr e State of I rael a the cu todian of the 
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SIDELIGHTS ON THE NEWS 
Mrs. Myerson To Moscow 

The thou and of Jew who have met Mrs. 
G Ida Myer.on on her two visits to the United 

tate this Spring will feel a personal pride 
in hearino- that thi di tinguished Israeli 
leader i now her government's representa­
tive to the oviet Union. The firmne with 
which the State of I rael is conducting its 
foreign policy i reflected in this appoint­
ment. fr . Myerson is p rsona grata to Mos­
cow for many excellent reasons but none of 
them include e pou al of the Communist doc­
trin . Mrs. fyerson has been notable in Pal­
e. tin politi s for the vigor and continuity 
of her rejection of that creed. 

Th I rael Government and the Jews of 
the 1 nited tate owe much to her. This debt 
wa. greatly enlarged in the past five months, 
during which he twice vi ited this country. 
Both times he came to arouse thi country 
to an appreciation of the dire position of 
the Yi huv. Laborin17 within the framework 
of the nited Jewish Appeal, she projected 
a uperbly dramatic and impre sive plea that 
made hi tory in hundred of communities. 
Ten of millions of dollar poured forth in 
re pon e to the tory she presented. She en­
abled I rael to meet a cri is. She stimulated 
Am rica to appreciate it own stature. 

She is calm under fire. She has a doubly 
valuable background for her mission to Mos­
cow. he ymbolizes a proud, self-respecting 
Yi huv. She understands the temper of world 
Jewry. She may be counted upon to add to 
the prestige of Israel. Whatever accrues to 
the dignity of that State cannot but inure to 
the benefit of American Jewry. 

I. R. 0. Says "No" 

The International Refugee Organization 
recently announced from Geneva that it would 
not pay for transportation of Jews to Pales­
tine because of '' political condition . '' The 
IRO is under obligation to use its resources 
for resettlement, to the extent tha its funds 
permit. That ample funds are available for 
the purpose of helping Jews to go to Israel 
i not denied. Moreover, the bulk of the 
fund which support IRO come from the 
United State Governm nt, which gave $71,-
000 000 last year and the same amount this 
year. 

When the IRO wa being formulated as 
the ucce or to UNRRA, it was argued that 
an international organization wa e ential 
be au e it would be supra-national. It would 
not b bound by the political inhibitions of 
any ingle member. It would be guided sole­
ly by humanity and justice. It is odd, there­
for that Mr. William Hallam Tuck, Director 
of IRO, hould have taken a po ition which 
i no warranted eith r by the fa t. or by 
the law governin IRO. If, th n political 
onsid ration ov rn it i fair to a k wh th r 

th nit d tat Go rnment and Pr ident 
Truman ar willing to 1 t the IRO u Am r-

ican funds to end DPs to any country on 
earth-except I rael. It is to b hoped that 
clo er examination of the significance of his 
actions by Mr. Tuck will persuade him that 
the be t interests of IRO and international 
agencie in general will be served if im­
migrant are allowed to go where they wish. 

Who Is Guilty? 

'' The bill discriminates in callous fashion 
again. t di placed persons of the Jewish faith." 
Thu wrote Pre. id nt Truman in his reluctant 
approval of the displaced pe ons bill. A 
series of hurdles was erected in the bill which 
makes it extremely difficult, if not impossi­
ble for any sub tantial number of Jews to 
ent r the United tates. It is a measure which 
does not reflect credit on Congress. It is a 
measure which i in violation of every cardi­
nal principle of America. President Truman 
expre ed the hope that when Congress re­
convenes it will take the necessary remedial 
action. 

The whole episode ought not, however, be 
allowed to evaporate in a blast of invective 
again t members of Congress. Jews are them-
elves as much at fault as any other factor. 

A Citizens Committee on Displaced Persons 
was formed. It had the leadership of an out­
standin" humanitarian, Earl Harrison. It 
had the membership of the various creeds. 
In truth, however, a number of Jews were 
responsible for the program to call attention 
to the plight of displaced persons abroad. 
Most of them had no purpose other than the 
decency of the project. A number of others, 
however, were fed by animus. They deliber­
ately wanted to divert attention from Pales­
tine. They wanted to overshadow the repeat­
ed newspaper reports that Jews in the DP 
camps of Europe wanted to go to Palestine. 

But people who think by indirection act 
by indirection. They always miss the bull's 
eye. Thus, a strange strategy was devised in 
developing public opinion behind the Strat­
ton bill, which was the original measure to 
bring 400 000 refugees in a four-year period. 
The publicity, the speeches repeated one 
theme, in e sence: '' The DP problem is not 
a Jewish problem. On the contrary, 80% are 
Catholics and Protestants. Truly, believe us, 
the Jews are an unimportant, small segment 
of the whole. Don't be misled by those who 
say this is pro-Jewish leaislation. Jews will 
hardly benefit at all. Thi is a 'humanita­
rian' measure. If Jews will benefit, it will 
be only by accident.'' atholic and Protes­
tant organization naturally pleaded for their 
re p tive constituents. Jewish support was 
di gui d as '' unselfish humanitarianism.'' 

The charge can properly be made that those 
, ho guided th J ewi h aspect of the Citizens 

ommitt e poli • are guilty that now very 
f w J w will b admitted into the United 
tat . Th r was not a fair and unremitting 
pr ur ba d on the fa t that the Jews, far 
m r than th atholics and Prot tants, were 
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de erving beneficiaries of the Stratton bill. 
If the fine spirit reflected in President Tru­
man's statement accompanying his signature, 
in his recognition of the Jewish aspect of the 
measure, had animated the Jews behind the 
bill, the present monstrosity would never have 
emerged. Hundreds of thou ands of dollars. 
were spent by Jewish backers of the bill. 
Their failure to understand that the Jewish 
case needs to be presented on its intrinsic 
merits, instead of under the false colors of 
''universalism,'' has brought about the first 
anti-Semitic measure ever to emanate from 
the Congress of the United States. From this 
time forward, some respon ible forum of 
Jewish public opinion ought to focus reveal­
in"' shafts of light on the activities of these 
benighted citizens so that they will remain 
within the borders of their very limited rela­
tion hip to Jewi h life and away from such 
vital activitie . Their selfish interest carries 
danger for all American Jews. 

U. S. Represenfaf ive 

There could not be any misunderstanding 
as to the po ition of James G. MacDonald as 
a friend of the State of Israel, to which he 
has been accredited by the United States. 
From the time that he resigned as High Com­
missioner for Refugees, an abortive post of­
fered to him by the League of Nations, he has 
ceaselessly urged the need for Palestine as 
the only place to absorb the masses of home­
less Jews. It may be assumed that Mr. Mac­
Donald will find every opportunity to en­
courage relations between Israel and the 
United State . If it was not inappropriate for 
President Truman to name Mr. MacDonald 
during the truce period, it should be equally 
valid to transform the present de facto into 
de jure recognition of the State of Israel. It 
is only under such circumstances that a fully­
fledged Minister may be appointed, a loan 
be considered, and other neces ary official 
action taken. 

The Republican Planlc 

The American Zionist Emergency Council 
and Dr. Silver are to be congratulated on 
their labors in connection with the insertion 
of a plank on Israel in the platform adopted 
by the Republican Party at its Philadelphia 
convention. Planks in a platform are fre­
quently quite meaningless. It cannot be said 
that the planks adopted by the Republican 

and Democratic parties at their 1944 conven­
tions did much to speed the building of the 

Jewish State, despite their profuse verbiage. 
One phrase in the current plank is subject 
to careful inspection. '' Subject to the letter 

and pirit of the United Nations Charter, we 
pledge to I rael full recognition, with its 
boundari s sanctioned by the United Nations, 

and aid in developing its economy.'' It is to 
be hoped that Governor Dewey, the Republi-

an nominee who ha been consistently ex­
plicit in hi espou al of the Jewish cause, will 

h lp ace 1 rate favorable American action to 
aid I. ra 1 in hte month that lie ahead. It is 
what Gov rnor Dewey and his advisers will 
do that will interpret the plank. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES 

Cut This Cancer 
Aid to Irgun i treason to the tate of I -

rael. That i;;hould be the keynote of an or­
ganized campaign by the Zionist Organiza­
tion of America to educate American Jewry 
in the consequence of dis, idence in Israel. 
,Vhat happened last week, fir t at Kfar Vit­
kin and then on the Tel Aviv bea h, ,va the 
most ~erious threat that the new State had 
faced since it birth. A sigh of reli f will go 
up from all friends of the tate that it had the 
-firmne s and the vision to suppres. what was 
nothing les than a revolt against the State. 

The Irgun has had its greatest trength in 
.America, not in Palestine. If the State almost 
··went up in the flames of civil war last week, 
a nnrnber of American Zionist leaders could 
have claimed a good share of the credit 
for the result. By evasion, omission, si­
lence, a number of the foremost leaders of 
the ZOA, over the period of the last two 
years, gave the Irgun in Palestine the im­
pres ion they could count upon support from 
America. It is true that the financial front 
of the Irgun in this country carried such 
names as Peter Bergson could devise in his 
fertile imagination. But Menahem Beigin, 
leader of the Irgun, somehow seemed to feel 
that moral support was forthcoming from 
other quarters as well. 

Because no persistent, informed educa­
tional campaign against the Irgun was car­
ried on by either the ZOA or the American 
Zionist Emergency Council, sympathy for 
the Irgun spread in the United States. If a 
young boy shot a soldier in the back that was 
glamorized into heroism, on the ground that 
the killer was a youth and the Jews were re­
ceiving a raw deal anyway. If banks were 
robbed, merchants terrorized, opponents kid­
napped, it was all shrugged away in the bit­
terness that Great Britain, by her vindictive­
ness, had distilled among American Jews. 
Every evil abomination of '' Christian civil­
ization'' was tolerated when practiced by the 
Irgun, on the theory that the end justified 
the means. 

It is not ea y to undo overnight the re ults 
of connivance in political savagery and moral 
debauchery. It is not. trange that some Jews, 
fortunately not many, should be startled at 
the action taken by the State of Israel in 
preventinu the landing of a car(J'o of arms 
in broad daylight in defiance of the United 

ations truce and in obvious imperilment of 
tlie pledged word of the State of I rael to 
the nited Nation . 

Peter Berg on wanted to make a grand 
entrance into Palestine. Like a legendary 
hero, be saw himself as the liberator t pping 
off a gangplank on the Tel Aviv jetty, hailed 
by the ·w.hole city as a apoleon who had 
brought rifles and dynamite from America. 
Peter Bergson ha made a career out of mock­
ery of organized Zionism and it leader . He 
has per i tently tried to undermine Zionist 
fore s in the United States and Pale tine a 
well. In this mo t recent situation, he was 
once again the center of a '' publicity stunt.'' 
But the whole destiny of the State of I rael, 
a a re ponsible gov rnment, rested on x­
ecuting tile truce into which it had entered. 

ZIONIST ISSUES 

'I.1hat wa of no concern to Peter Bergson or 
hi ma tcr or ally, :Menahem Beigin. They 
have been accu in<Y tTewish leader hip so long 
of 'weakne " and " upinenes " that they 
a. ume<l the tat would not "dar " to halt 
thi treacherous cargo. The tate did act. 
It i. tron(J' r than ever. It mu t be-if it i 
to meet succe fully 1he war, political and 
military, which is in the offinO'. 

'!'here hould be a le. on in thi for the 
Zioni t life a shoddy int rpr tation of Gen­
ut d by a ,Jew here to any Irgnn-front organ­
ization, regardle of i1s high-sounding . pon-
or hip, will buy a stilleto to tab-not Ben 

Gurion or h rtok : but the State of Israel 
itself. 

,ve have a double task now: upport the 
tate of Israel in fulle t Rteasure. Expose 

to the fulle t glare of public opinion every 
traitor to the tate of I rael in th" United 

tate -whetl1er he be in the Zioni t Oi-rran­
ization of America or outside of it. 

Your Attention, Delegates! 
(Continued from page one) 

ideal and destiny of the Jewish people. What 
the lead rship of the ZOA ha been saying for 
the past two year through the Confed ration 
of General Zionists has not reflected these 
ideals at all. 

,virnt has kept us of the ZOA devoted to 
the building of the Jewi h ational IIome 
if not the kind of a national home our pio­
neers were building T It is that which has 
given spirit and enthusiasm and distinction 
to American Zionist endeavor during the 
period when the foundations were laid, when 
the first cooperative colonies were organized, 
up to the very last days when the national 
home became the Jewish State. 

There has been introduced into American 
Zionist life a shoddy interpretation of gen­
eral Zionism which has no kinship to the 
noble principles of the earlier days. General 
Zionism has become a party. It was conceiv­
ed as a catalyst of parties. General Zionism 
has become the opponent of Zionist labor, 
when it was always imbued with ympathy 
and appreciation for labor' ideal and its 
achievement . 

The Pittsbur(J'h Convention of 1948 is the 
occa ion for Am rican Zionists to reaffirm the 
principl s of tbe Pittsbur(J'h platform adopted 
in 1918. 

• • • 
Let' add one more item to the Convention 

a(J'enda. Ha. it not become clear that the 
policy of majority rule to the exclusion-nay, 
the proscription-of the minority affect the 
int llectual and moral vigor as well a the 
good repute of the ZOA f The ZOA is not a 
party, but a free a ociation of Zioni ts, ho e 
loyalty i to the central idea of Zionism. But 
the practice prevail of cla ifying ZO mem­
ber as good member and bad member . The 
o-ood ones say '' ye ; '' the bad one ''no.'' 
This division extends from the rank and file 
of the oldest and mo t experienced. He who 
ay no to the "line "-half the time you don't 

know what the "line" i -i for all practical 
purpo e non-exist nt, e cept a a ommon 
laborer in Zion's vineyard. 

Probably this has happened before in mod-
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eration, but never to th ruthl ext nt as 
it ha b n practiced in r cent y ar. . ey r 
brfor ha. a mall group of m n t out so 
determinrdly to take "powrr." ev r before 
ha. th idea of "l ad r' ronno1ed al olute 
obe lienre and di. ciplin . ver b fore lrnve 
pnnitiv m a ur . b en worked out . o ffect­
iv ly an l , o brutally to liminate min rity 
opinion. 

Tt hurt. on '. pride in th ZO to. ay th e 
thing. at this time; but h re it mu t b aid 
with r st rai11t. It woulcl be ,vcll at this on­
vrnion, the first . in the tate of I. rael was 
proclaimrd, to turn ov r a new leaf, to dis­
carrl the e pra ti e and to forg t the pa t. 

We have a long way to go to reaah our 
ultimate goal. We here-and the fighter and 
worker ov r th re--are all part of an un­
breakahle chain of rebirth. Has not the time 
come for a ZOA Administration-instead of 
purging others- to purge itself of personal 
ambition, and rivalries, of intolerance and 
prej11dice. 

• • • 
The idea that Zioni. m will ~o off on an 

cndle .. vacation with th ri . e of thr tale of 
I. rael is, to . ay th 1 ast a hasty and juv nile 
con lusion. Zionism was never merely a dream 
of a ,J ewi. h ..__ tate. Zioni m ,Yru freedom an<l 
renai .. anre. It wa the ralling into life of 
a free reative people for whom th ir ancient 
bomeland was the indispen. able n ed. Ther 
is much of the bag(J'ag of th Galuth which 
freedom in Isra 1 and Jewi h freedom every­
wher must retrieve. The cultural and re­
ligious heritage lost on the Galuth road must 
be r covered. The Zionists were the advance 
guard of renai ance, and the renaissance was 
not limited only to tho e who returned to the 
Sanctuary. 

o today American Zionists are to be not 
merely the provider for the new tate. 
Those who will have to remain in the Galuth 
-caught by their own personal fate-will 
not be derelicts lost in the Galuth, but they 
will have to become the symbols of the new 
life, the symbols of the new reation. Just 
be an e the State is a fact and althou(Yh hun­
dreds of thou ands of Jew within the next 
ten y ars will return home, the Zionist of 
Am rica are called upon to raise themselves 
to the heights of national ervice not only 
with their gifts but throu(J'h the fact of their 
b in(J' of the same quality, the ame di(J'nity, 
maintaining the ame high standard of on­
duct which we anticipate tho e Jew who 
bear the proud title of citizen of the State 
of I rael "·ill maintain in the home which 
ha been reated. They are to be citizens of 
no mean tate nor are we to be any the less 
proud as the kin m n of the citiz ns of that 

tote. Our organization i not to drau after 
other . It i not be petty and vulgar. Our 
edu ational pro e . e are not to be inferior 
to the education of other . We are to be in 
th vanguard where intelligence and charac­
t r and pride are e ntial. Our manner are 
to be comparabl to the manners of the an-
i nt leader of J wi h life, humble in their 

relation to their fellow-men, magnanimous in 
th ir onduct and pion in their behaviour. 
To b a Zioni t in the days to come will mean 
to be the 1 t among the cho en people. 

L t us begin new Zioni t kistory kere in 
Pittsburg A. 
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THE DANGER FROM WITHIN ciency and the minimum loss of life. It was 
agreed that Irgun officers and soldiers, after 
giving their names and signing the under­
taking, could return to their bases and the 
vehicles they used were returned to their 
owner . Prisoners taken by both sides were 
released. 

By David Ben Gurion* 
Prime Minister of file Sfofe of Israel 

pon e tablishment of the J ewi h State it 
wa re olved to let bygones be bygone . Ev­
ery citizen, without exception, was to enter 
a new chapter of equal partner hip and equal 
ri ht and re ponsibilitie in the building and 
defen e of the State of I rael. On May 26 a 
law was promul(J'ated for the formation of 
the Defense Army of Israel. This was not 
merely a routine measure as in other States 
but a matter of life and death for the exist­
ence of the State and for the hope of the peo­
ple of Israel. For even before our State came 
into being we were already under attack by 
desperate gang . With the establishment of 
the tate we were faced with invasion by the 
armed forces of the Arab states. To defend 
ourselves and our country against this in­
va ion was and still is our foremost task and 
aim. 

Agreement Signed By lrgun 

The fourth clause in the Defense Army or­
dinance prohibits the formation or mainte­
nance of any other armed force outside the 
framework of the Army. In our case this was a 
particularly necessary and decisive factor for 
our defense. The enemy without can only be 
repelled by a united military force subject 
to the authority of a single Government and 
a single command. Under the law we could 
have and perhaps should have disbanded the 
separate military organizations but we pre­
ferred to make it easier for them and create 
a better atmosphere by enabling them to 
join the Defense Army of Israel voluntarily. 
One of the dissident organizations, the so­
called Stern group, dissolved of its own ac­
cord and its members were inducted into the 
Army. The other, the Irgun, attached several 
conditions to their incorporation and the Gov­
ernment, intent on achieving the desired re­
sult with the lea t friction, arrived at the fol­
lowin(J' a(J'reement with the head of this or­
ganization : 

'' !ember of the Irgun will join the Army 
and wear an oath of allegiance to the State. 
All their equipment and war material will 
be handed over to the High Command of the 
Army. They will cease to exist and operate 
a a militar group in the State of Israel. 
They will no lonuer purchase or acquire arms 
or war material as a separate group.'' 

How lrgun Violated Agreement 

The e undertakings by the Irgun were only 
partially fulfilled. Over a thou and of their 
m mber joined the Army as pecial unit . 
They handed over, however, only a small part 

• This is from the text of the stat mcnt by the 
Isra li Prime M"ni t r to the Council of State on 
June 23rd. The Council, at th· e ·on, 1Joted to 
appro e "th Government's action in pr •enting the 
Ir gun Z ·a· Leumi from bring ·ng arms into th coun­
try withou the consent of the Go ernment, thereby 

·ozating th Gov rnmcnt's authority, its ao •ereignty 
and th agr m n into which the Irgu Z-va· Leumi 
had nt r cl "th the Gov rnment on June ht.'' 

of th ir arms. They failed alto17ether to ful­
fill the other two principal pled(J'e . The Ir­
gun continued to carry out eparate opera­
tion . They continued to effect eparate arms 
purcha es. Against the background of these 
gro s breaches of their promi es and while 
our tate i still in the throe of its stru(J'gle 
for survival, there occurred in the pa t three 
days the unhappy events at Kfar Vitkin and 
Tel Aviv. In defiance of the laws of the State 
of Israel and in repudiation of their freely 
offered pledge, the Irgun brought to I rael a 
ship with an arms cargo. Even if there were 
not a truce under the auspices of the United 
Nations this would be a very grave matter; 
for no state can tolerate individual persons 
or organizations bringing into the country, 
without permission, even the smallest quan­
tity of arms, let alone large quantities of rifles 
and guns as the Irgun has done. It is all the 
more dangerous since this constitutes a breach 
of our undertakings to the United Nations. 

When we learned of the approach of the 
ship, instructions were issued ordering the 
Irgun to place the vessel at the disposal of 
the Government. The Irgun refused and sub­
mitted conditions to the Government. Again 
the Government acted leniently, perhaps too 
leniently. We did not insist on unimportant 
formalities but demanded simply that the 
ship be placed at the disposal of the Govern­
ment unconditionally and that the Irgun men 
be prevented from unloading the arms. The 
Irgun refused and my duty was clear. 

Consulted Prior To Action 
After consulting with the Government it 

was decided to concentrate the required mili­
tary forces on the spot in order forcibly to 
prevent the Irgun from unloading the arms. 

I regret to say that a number of Irgun sol­
diers serving in the Army deserted from the 
ranks and fled to Kfar Vitkin to fight against 
the security forces of the State. The Irgun 
forces at Kfar Vitkin • were overcome and 
surrendered, handing over their arms and 
equipment, and undertook in writing to obey 
the commands of the Government. This op­
eration was completed with the maximum effi-

'l'his brought to an end the IrO'un incident 
at Kfar itkin. At the same time, however, 
the ship slipped away from Kfar Vitkin and 
approached rrel Aviv. It disobeyed the Is­
raeli avy's order to leave Tel Aviv and 
place it: elf at th~ di ·posal of the State. Again 
a special meeting of the Government was call­
ed at which it was decided that the ship and 
the cargo must be handed over. The ship 
refused the order and a salvo fired on it by 
the Army hit the vessel and set it afire. The 
Irgun then asked the Army to help them 
take the wounded off the ship. Our soldiers 
helped rescue their men. 

Bifteresf Blow 
After our terrible test of battle in the war 

against the Arab armies who attacked the 
Yishuv before it became a State and then 
attacked the State itself, this is the bitterest 
blow our State has yet faced. The danger is 
no less because it comes from within. 

The incident may be closed but the danger 
hasn't ended. It will not end merely by the 
imposition of military strength. Such oc­
curences always derive from support which 
it may have been possible at one time to ex­
plain although difficult to justify. Now it 
is impossible to explain, for our State is still 
in danger. This is only a truce, not the end 
of the war. Arab armies are still in our land 
and Jerusalem is surrounded by the Arab 
Legion and its guns. The road to the Negev 
is still held by a large Egyptian force. Mish­
mar Ha Y arden is in Syrian hands. The in­
vaders are as strongly entrenched in the coun­
try as they were before the truce and larger 
forces stand ready outside the country. At 
this moment the danrrer of a rising of armed 
O'angs threatens sometbjug that is more im­
portant than the existence of the State, and 
that is the defensive capacity of the Jews of 
Israel for their future and the future of their 
people. Unless this danger is fully realized 
by the citizens of the State as well as Jews 
abroad, our entire war effort is threatened 
with failure and survival of our State is 
menaced. 

To Ill/ ZOii Dele,t1te1 
You are cordially invited to attend the caucu es sponsored by the 

Committee for Progressive Zionism which will be held at the Hotel 
Henry on Friday, July 2nd and Saturday, July 3rd. 

The first meeting will be held on Friday evening at 9 P. M. and the 
second will convene on Saturday afternoon at 3 :30 P. M. 

We urge you to attend these meetings which will discuss the critical 

i sues be/ ore the Zionist convention. Please note that on Friday evening 

the peakers at the Committee's caucaus will be Louis Lipsky, Judge 

Loui E. Levinthal, Charles J. Rosenbloom, Harold J. Goldenberg, Joel 
Gro , Ezra Z. Shapiro and Rudolf G. Sonneborn. 

The Hotel Henry, where both meetings will be held, is located at 

William Penn Way and Fifth Avenue, opposite the Kaufmann's Store. 
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THE NEED FOR CHANGE 
By Joel Gross 

friend ha ,uitten to me: 

'' I see you are ecr tary of th ommittee 
for Progressive Zioni m. What do you aim 
to accomplish Y Life is hectic without con­
troversies. Why is one nece. ary at thi tage Y 

It had seemed to me that you were bu y 
enough in your own career and in general and 
Jewish communal activitie to occupy your 
time more than adequately.'' 

It was in an wer to this challencre that I 
tried to reduce to paper some of the con ider­
ations that influenced me to affiliate my elf 
with the oppo itio1.. to the preyailin" policie 
in the ZOA. 

The Ziomst life of all of us ha had as its 
target the creation of a Jewish State in Pales­
tine. Tow that it has been established against 
great odds and under heavy attack, the State 
must be protected in its sovereignty. That 
ha. both negative and affirmative aspects. It 
means that we must refrain from doing any­
thing that would compromise that sovereign­
ty. It means that we must do constructively 
everything we can to enable the State to chart 
its own destiny. I want the practices of the 
ZOA from now to square with the recent 
pronouncements of some of its leaders that 
there will be no interference, directly or in­
directly, with the State of Israel. There have 
been too many instances during the past year 
of variation between public promise and pri­
vate action. 

Control of Funds 

It is assumed that some form of interna­
tional federation will continue to exist so 
that support in every form may be given for 
the great numbers who will come to Israel. 
The greatest problem with which Israel will 
have to deal will be that of the hundreds of 
thousands of Jews who will enter. That prob­
lem cannot be met by the State alone. It is a 
responsibility in which world Jewry is eager 
to share. Therefore funds will be a principal 
concern of the State. We in America will 
meet our obligation. I do not wish to see a 
handful of officers of the ZOA exerci e con­
trol over those funds in relation to Israel, 
as though their personal labors were responsi­
ble for the raising of the money or their in­
dividual genius is best calculated to deter­
mine how it should be spent. 

Together with thou ands of men and wo­
men throughout the country in the last dec­
ade or so I have worked and given to the best 
of my ability to the United Jewish Appeal. 
A a leader in some of these campai~1s I 
have realized that the total community and 
not any particular section of it, is re ponsi­
ble for the rai ing of this money. At the 
pre ent time, the ZOA names the controlling 

roup on the several corporations which gov­
ern the funds intended for Palestine. With 
all due r gard to the incerity and labor of 
all uch appoint , th r ar many who are 
in n wi e entitled to rve in the capacity 

to which they have been named. They n •itlwr 
work nor crfr in ac> ordan with th ir capa­
citie , if at all. Th y do not eyen haYe the 
moral ri"ht to o cupy th ir office . Th y do 
not hav the admini trativc exp rien . Th y 
have littl , if any knowlcd"c of th om­
munities which rai. e the. fund . Th y arc, 
unfortunately, appointee who vote on any 
i ues not in accordance with their wn con­
viction,, if th y have any, but by ord r of a 
central, remote, politically-motivated head­
quart r orp . 

It i tra"i , ind d, to see the name. of 
som of th p opl who pr umably r pre. ent 
Amcri an ,J wry at international onfer nee , 
in Palr tin or el ewher , to dis u. . financial 
upport of I rael from the nited tate .. 

Thi. condition must c a. e. Th r are too 
many out. tandingly gifted and apable men 
within the Zioni t Or"anization of America, 
giving of 1 heir nergie and re our e with 
abandon, to permit the party hack to keep 
offices which are handed out like political 
plums in a ward. The £.nan ial future of 
Israel is too important to entru t its guid­
ance, insofar as America is concerned to men 
who do not represent the very be t in the 
ZOA. 

U. S. Political Action 

We in America will have to continue to 
raise our voice in defense of Israel. But the 
how and the when should be made clear. The 
State has its appointees. It will have others. 
It will formulate policies in its capital. They 
will apply to the United States as to other 
countries. Our very first principle must be 
that nothing shall be done which will impede 
the sovereign operations of the tate of Is­
rael. I have heard one of the leaders of the 
ZOA say: '' We arc giving the money her . 
,v e know this country better than the Pales­
tinians do. We 'II have to guide them. In 
fact we'll tell them." It's to combat just 
such an attitude that the Committ e for Pro­
gres. ive Zionism is justified. There are moral 
rea ons, but there are also 1 gal reasons why 
the Zioni ts of .America will have to learn 
to keep th ir hands off the political affairs 
of the tate of Israel. The sooner the official 
leader hip of the ZOA make that clear to it 
membership and in its actions, the happier 
will be the adju tment to the new state of 
affairs. 

But that d e not mean that our help i not 
important in way that are prop r. The ex­
i tence of a State in I rael do not d prive 
the citizen of thi country from makinr, rep­
re entation to their Government, whether it 
be in advocacv or in critici m. ertain rec nt 
in ident come to mind: the seizure by order 
of the tate D partment of pa encr rs in a 

w York port who were Jew • failure of 
our overnment to protect th ri ht of the 
... m rican J wi h pa encr r iz d by L b­
an n; di u ion with our gov rnm nt of po -
ibl in lu ion ithin the Europ an R cover 
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Program benefits of th ,Jcwi h DP in Eu­
rop or to a . i t in thei1· rehabilitation m 
Pale. tine. 'fherc will be many in 
the futur<>. 

\ e mn ·t b eqnipr <l to d"al with them 
on a quit diffrrcnt hasi:. ~lo. of our politi­
ral a(•tiYit in rrlntion to onr own crov rn­
mc>nt ha8 h en conducted in rec nt _year., from 
public> platform. ratli c>1· thnn fm'l' to fac . 
"\Ye . el'm to h,1" bcrn . nti. fi d 1o crarrot a 
man with public inwrtiYc rath r than to <•on­
Yin e him of our point of vi w in a p r. onal 
int rchange. I do not think that the> diplo­
macy of any other people i on lutt cl on 
thi. tub-thumping ha i . It may h a r lax­
ing ontl t for our emhitt r d emotion~. It i , 
howcyer, an exp n, ive luxury when th fat 
of . o many hundred. of thon. and. of ,J '""· 
d p n l on what we do rather than on what 
w . ay. I do not think that Repuhlic>an office­
hol 1 r, any mor than Demo ratic office­
hold r. will reli. h being d noun cl a '' hy. -
trr. '' by Zioni. t leader. who havt> not had the 
<'0nragc or the capa ity to di u . the i . u 
in . traightforward n gotiation. 

It is becau e the ZO i the k y fa tor in 
th American Zioni t Emcrgcn y ounril 
that its condu t in thi field b a examma­
tion. During the pa t year, th mo t . erious 
i . u s ·wer being re olved by our gov rnment. 
This n c itated some knowledl'J'c of some in­
fluence upon, the activities of Pr sident Tru­
man, Secretary of State Marshall, A .. i tant 

crctary of State Lovett, Defens cretary 
Forr stal, U. . delegate to the nited ations 
\Varren Austin and various other principal 
affecting the fate of Pale tine. The fact is that 
the Zionist Organization itself had no dire t 
ontact with these persons or their aides when 

the most crucial steps were being taken. It 
makes a virtue of an evil to core these of­
ficial of Government as venal or anti- emitic. 
But the fact nevertheless remains that these 
p rsons do have the power to d termine vital 
i. sn s. On wonder what their thinkin" or 
a tion might have been if they had been 
rca hed with the fa ts as Je·w sec them. 

So much of our political ontact ha taken 
the form of blast from ro trum or in pub­
licity releas s to the n wspap r . Thi may 
be good tactic to jmpre the eneral public 
with tbe energy or th devotion of Zioni t 
leader hip. It is not cal ulated to achieve 
the ential end. Th attainm nt of political 
obj ctive i. at lea t a much the r ult of 
influen e upon individual as it i pre ure 
u1)011 the ma, s. But the ZO has not been 
on picu u ly ucce ful in the former area. 

Ila it neYcr o curred to oth r memb rs of 
the ZO to wond r why our political influ-
n at "\ a hington eem to be in inverse 

ratio to our tcady growth in m mber hip Y 

It i tim that w e Yamin d our o, n inepti­
tud<'. • our own lack of nergy in making 
fri nd and influencinl'J' people, our own skill 
for th '' grand b ner. ' 

Tho in charcr of our political relations 
hould be train d p ciali t , who think in 

t rm of what n d to be accompli hed, not 
of tb ir p I°'Onal r a tion . 

( ontinu d 01 ,ie.rt page) 
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( onUnu d from page five) 

A Sham War 

The ZO sh uld return to it. ori!rinal role 
a a cataly t in American Jewish life. It ha 
tended, in recrnt y ar. to t it lf up a. ju. t 
another party, oncerned only with it. own 
pre tige. It ha evC'n attempted to create an 
ideology whi h, by word and attitude, ha 
tried to b a counterfoil to the Histadrut in 
Pale tin . There ha been a great deal of 
talk of aiding '' th middle cla . '' B ing a 
member of that cla in thi country, I can 
appreeiate any concern exhibited toward me. 
But I cannot forget that I rael is and ever 
will be e tabli. hed on the men and women 
who must arn their livelihood with their 
own hand whether as white collar worker 
farmer or arti. an . Some of the ZOA ex­
pre ion have made it appear that a class 
war i in the making, with the ZOA deter­
mined that the "middle class" should win 
out again t the '' lower economic class'' in 
Pale tine. I wonder how many members of 
the ZO really ub cribe to such a philosophy. 
l\fy own convi tion i that the overwhelming 
majority have one aim: to help the de titute 
ma es who are coming to Isra8l to become 
free, self- ufficient, creative workers. Let's 
ay that then, to the people of I rael. Let 

the ZOA official who have been fi 17hting a 
sham war put down their weapons. 

ZOA Publlcafions 
Until the tate of I rael is solidly estab­

lished there will be need for a vigorous Zion­
ist movement in this country. To be effective, 
its member hip will need to be informed. It 
cannot be said that the publications of the 
ZOA are de igned to add to the factual knowl­
edo-e of the membership. Certainly the offi­
cial organ i no place now in which to find 
any intelligent discu ion of the many prob­
lems which face Israel and to some of which 
we here ma:r contribute solutions. One gains 
the impression that the publications are media 
for the buildin of personal reputations and 
that the editor d pend for their job on the 
cumulative ycophancy that they can prac­
tice. urely achievement will be re ognized 
without all the Barnum & Bailey fanfar . 

Capital Marlcet 

E conomic tr<.'ngthening of Israel can come 
from the 1 nited tat . Thi will con i t of 
voluntary fund. of public and private loans, 
of encouragem n of economic ent rpri e by 
American busine m n. There is every dan­
ger at the moment that chao. may engulf 
this pot ntial. The ZOA is it, 1f projecting 
a erie of nterpri e which have no State 
anction and which ar in dir ct omp tition 

pon or d b oth r par­
tie . Buildin the onomic futur of Isra 1 
i not th hu in of th ZOA, the fizrachi 
th Poal Zion or any oth r individual group. 
It • the bu in of a coordinated Am rican 
Jewry in nt on the be for Israel, not th 
elfish int r t of any individual or Zionist 

party. On may hop that the State of I rael 
will t up an E onomic Offic in i Ameri­
can d l gation. Tha E onomic Offi al ne 

, hould have the power to determine what eco­
nomic enterpri . . Pale tine needs. The ZOA 
, honld take the lead in a uring the State of 
L ra<'l that it will cooperate with and through 
uch an Office. nle thi i done, American 

Jewry will be addled with a variety of om­
pe1 itiv effort. , many of which will be fail­
ur ; othe1-. of which will inevitably be 
fraudulent. ne will feel sorry for the lo ses 
to Am ri an inve. tor ; but one will feel even 
errier for the damage that will be done to 

the capital mark t for I rael in the United 
tate . 

"Outs" and "Ins" 
ome oppon nts of the ommittre for Pro­

g1·e. ive Zioni. m have said that H all boils 
down to the ''outs'' wan tin~ ''in.'' If by 
that is meant, I want to do m 11 h more for 
I rael than I have already don<', I gladly 
plead guilty to the char~e. A it happens, 
however, I personally " ·a. neYer "ou ted' 1 

from any office. I withdrew ver great ob­
je tions. ~fo t of the members of the om­
mittee that I know are renderin extraordi­
nary rvice to I. ra I, without title in any 
orf!anization. I think I could afford to match 
their rvice with that of any title-holder . . 
There are includ d in the Committee a num­
ber of~ opl who hav held office in the ZOA. 
With an i olated exception, th y do not play 
an active role in the Committ<.'e for ProQ'TeS­
sive Zionism. But I wonder what inverted 
sen e of value makes the ZOA feel that it is 
enriched becau e it does not have the active 
support of such men as Loui Lipsky, Dr. 

tephen . Wise, Judge Louis Levinthal, Ed­
mund I. Kaufmann, Robert Szold. Did they 
really hurt Zionism so terribly in their life­
time T It would seem to me that any organ­
ization would try to examine its own conduct 
to di cover why, with one exception, every 
former president is unsympathetic to its cur­
rent policies. Can all these men be such en­
emies of Zionism, such sinister, self-seeking 
hobgoblins as the publicity spokesmen of the 
ZO portrayT 

There are ome members of the Committee 
for Progre ive Zionism who even now oc­
cupy office in the ZOA. Well, then, it is 
aid, why don't they speak their minds within 

the onfines of the organization. One must 
be per onally familiar with the framework 
of 1 he ZOA to appreciate why, after the first, 
thir<l or fifth try, an independent voic~ must 
be , till d and s ek refuge either in silence­
or arou d to the point of fruitful action-
hare in tablishing a vocal opposition. In 

the pa t f w years, a rigid party system has 
b n e tabli bed. Hands go up. Hands go 
down. Tho e whose hands go up at the wrong 
tim oon learn that they are eliminated from 
any bar in deci ions. When crucial i ues 
ar involv d and the one or two primary lead-
er hav poken, any one ho disagree i 
bower d ith uch excoriation that he is 

mad to f el a vandal or an ass in. Di cu -
ion are on per onal levels, not on an ob­

j tiv di pa ionat plane. If the leader or 
l ader have voiced their view, any one who 
ri to di pute that view is at once the focu 
of horrifi d, re ntful eye . '' He has dared 
o hall n e the leader I'' 
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The way to correct such a situation is to re­
store to the Zionist Organization an open 
forum for free discussion, so that out of a 
common, uninhibited interchange may come 
deci ion ba ed on the best thought of the 

roup. This is infinitely better than a sys­
tem which depends on the intuition, however 
p ychically Yalid, of any single person or 
per ons. 

It is always -~a ier to let thin°s drift as 
they are. One retains all friends ( assuming 
they are worth keeping). One's personal life 
is untarni hed by acrimony. Hov ever, I hap­
pen to believe that the fate of Israel is impor­
tant to me and my family. I can tand by and 
make eynical obiervations on the decline of 
the ZOA or I can determine that the way to 
improve a situation is to deal with it. That 
i why I have joined the ommittee for Pro­
gre. siYe Zionism and why I hope its princi­
ple will become the principles of the ZOA. 

ORGANIZED CHAOS 
At the ZOA convention accordin(7 to an 

announcement of the World onfederation 
of General Zionist , plan will be submitted 
for '' investments for housing, industry and 
a riculture. '' There are rumors that a pro­
gram involving $100 000,000 is to be initiated 
by the Zionist Organization of America. The 
Mizrachi Organization has i sued publicity 
along similar lines. At its recent New York 
convention it decided to build 100,000 rooms. 
At the same time, reports have appeared of 
a $10 000,000 bond issue to be floated by the 
AMP AL (American Palestine Trading 
Corp.), which is generally regarded as a Po­
ale Zion project. 

On a lesser level, there has been parallel 
party activity. There is an organization call­
ed '' Materials for Pale tine,'' which was first 
in the field. It is a combination of purchas­
ing mission and agency to receive free sup­
plies needed today in Israel. The Zionist Or­
ganization of America, too, has launched a 
nation-wide effort to obtain supplies and ma­
terials, ranging from bandages to tractors. 
Hadassah, no less ambitious, is also eager to 
acquire upplie. . eedles to say, the Poale 
Zion and the Mizrachi are no less remi in 
their duty. 

What doe all thi p 11: chao ! The Jews 
of Am rica, if they are not already in that 
tate, will oon be f d up to th ears with all 

the competitive claim that will be made upon 
community manpower and resource . While 
party ma hines will be makin gri t for their 
private vested interests the prestige of the 

tate of I rael it elf may easily suffer. In 
the effort to be succe ful, each party will 
make repre entations. More rather than less 
often, they will be exaggerated or even un­
true. In the scramble for party prestige, no 
one will worry about the pre tige of the one 
institution that hould matter mo t: the State 
of I rael. 

L t the Z O A take teps to restore sanity 
·n this fi ld. Let it show tho statesmanship 
which hould derive from its numerical 
strength and it qualitative power. Let it 
d mand that there be c ntralized economic 
upport for Palest ·ne from the Jews of the 
nit d tate , in which the only crif erion will 

b th need of I rad. 
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OUR OFFER TO SERVE 
The Committee for Progressive Zioni m is 

animated by the desire to enlarge and streng­
then the forces serving the Zionist movement. 
If an opposition group has been created, it is 
because the opportunitie for free discussion 
within the present framework of the Zionist 
Organization of America have not existed. 
However, the aim is not to establish an oppo­
sition as such but to brino- pres ure to bear 
upon the ZOA so that it current re trictions 
on per onnel and its pressure a ain t oppo­
site views may be lifted. 

As a result of a decision of the Executive 
ommittee of the group, two of it principal 

officer met in ew York on \Vedne day, .June 
23rd with Mr. Emanuel eumann. They were 
Mr. Charle J. Rosenbloom, Chairman of the 
Committee for Progre.'sive Zionism, and fr. 
Joel Gross, Secretary. In a prolonged discus­
sion of many hours, they reviewed the prob­
lem confrontin"' the Zioni. t movement in 
America and the situation in I rael. The 
officers of the ommittee submitted a series 
of specific requests and propo al . The amic­
able tenor of the conversation and the broad 
principles presented are reflected in a letter 
which Me srs. Rosenbloom and Gross ent to 
Mr. Neumann the followino- day. The letter 
reads as follows : 

"June 24, 1948 

'' Dr. Emanuel Neumann 
"President 
'' Zionist Organization of America 

'' 41 East 42nd Street 
'' Tew York City 

'' Dear Dr. Neumann: 

''We would like to thank you for the op­
portunity we had yesterday of discussing 
Zionist problems with you frankly and com­
prehensively. We do hope that as a result of 
these conversations, steps will be taken to 
bring about the coalition that you and we felt 
was desirable in the interests of our common 
cause. We shall be awaiting word from you 
on the several proposals that we presented. 

'' The developments in Palestine make 
doubly imperative a statement by the ZOA 
on the relation of American Zionists to Irgun. 
The ZOA itself should make unequivocally 
clear that it will not tolerate undermining of 
the State of Israel through fund-raising for 
Irgun in the United States. At the same time, 
the ZOA should use its influence in the Amer­
ican Zionist Emergency Council so that that 
body, speaking for all the Zionist parties, 
should be no less forthright in condemning an 
activity in this country which is calculated 
to jecpardize the sovereignty and even the 
existence or the State of Israel. We feel that 
this i ·sne is a matter of life or death for the 
new State and that is why we plead with you 
to net quickly and effectively so that prompt 
1?t1idance may be given to the membership as 
to the stand of the leaders of the ZOA. 

'' In our discussions ye terday we tried to 
make clear in great detail the views we hold 
on various n pects of Zionist activity in this 
country. Ba ic to the whole discussion, how-

eyer wa our off r to you of the devotion, the 
ability. the :nanpow r of all tho e a o iated 
·with the 'ommittee for Progre sive Zioni m. 
\\' ltaY no thought but to s rve the Zioni t 
•an. and rn . trengthen the tat of I rael 
through our common labors. We recognize 
that in any movement there are differenc s 
of opinion. But difference cannot be re olv­
ed through xclu ion but through mutual on-
id ration. 

'' "\ e b Ii Ye that a oalition ad mini tra­
tion of th Zi ni. t Organization of m rica 
i e . ntial. EYery individual in thi oun­
try wh th •r he be Zioni t or non-Zioni. t , 
whateY r hi. privat opinion or pnhlic . tand 
in the pa t , should b enli t <l for th 11 w 
pha e f upport that mu t b ext nd d to 
the tate of I rael, that it may pro. per ancl 
welcome ev r more Jew to it. shore . . 

"Th re i. ne d for unity . o that w in 
America may help to repel the fo . that sur­
round the tate of I rael. \Ve do not, how-
Yer s ek unit~· at the pri e of . uppre ion 

of onviction. We urge upon the ZO a unity 
that annot po .. ibly be mistaken for uniform­
ity. If there is toleran e for point of view; 
if there i re pect for difference, by whomever 
or again t whomever express d, the ZOA can 
be one well-knit, efficiently functioning or­
ganization. 

'' As we emphasized yest rday, we se k no 
'revolution.' All that we ask i that those 
who have service to give should be integrat d 
into the ZOA. We cannot afford the luxury 
of 'in ' and 'outs.' All Jews have a con­
tribution to make. Let us welcome all those 
who want to share in our undertaking. 

'' There is one point in particular that we 
wish to repeat and underline. One of the 
chief pillars for growth in Israel in the com­
ing days will be material support from this 
country. Those who work toward that end 
must be recognized for what they are doino­
and must be encouraged. Thus, aJl those 
through ut the United States who play a pre­
eminent role in the United Jewish Appeal, 
which has been the backbone of strength for 
Israel's development, must be permitted a 
vigorou and creative role in the ZOA. 

"We have submitted a number of sp ific 
reque ts. We shall look to your reply. 

'' Cordially yours, 

"CHARLES J. Ro E BLOOM: 

"JOEL GROSS 

WHY I OPPOSE 
THE ADMINISTRATION 

By Emanuel Neumann 
(The Committee for Progrc .rive Z ioni m within 

the ZO.A haa received a ft.umber of commut1icatiou 
expreuing regret at the appearance of an oppoft­
tion to the prueflt admi11,i.,tratiot1. The reaaoft.8 for 
regret 11ary from the belief Chat oppoaition ia Ufl.­
timely to the charge that it i8 male11olen.tly i,upired. 
IC ia ifl. conft.ection. with uch criticiam that t1ae fol­
lowift.g ia publiahed.) 

'' The Zioni t. of America ar today divided 
into two oppo ino- group one of which sup-
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ports th Admini. tration of th Zioni ( Organ­
ization of m rica in th pr . ent ntrov r. y, 
th oth r upporting th I ader.' of th World 
Zi ni. t Organization. The group r pr cnting 
the id of th meri an Administration has 
had a ertain advantao- in pr nting its 
' <.'a. e, ' ina much a. all the mchin ry of the Or­
~anization ha. been plac d at it. di posal. 
Ev n 'The rew Pale tine, ' th offi ial or an of 
th Organization, originally d vot cl to the 
fnrth ranc of the Pale. tinian work, }ms for 
many week, pa t been fill d with ex parte 
. tat ments and trongly-colored a ount of 
the vent. that have tak n place. It has b en 
arrying on, in fact, a s.v. t matic and ener­

~eti campaign for the Admini. tration­
refn ing at th ame tim , to publish tate­
rnen t. nrncl <' hr other group. of Zioni ts, 
pre:entin~ the fa •t. a. they . aw th m. 

" Tons of li t ratur hav been s<·nt out to 
all par 's of the connfry paid for out of funds 
<·ontrihut ecl by 111e Zioni. t m mh rship either 
for work in Palestine or for eonstrn<'tive Zion­
i. t. work in thi . conn try. Indeed, th offic s 
at :>5 Fif1 h Av nue lrnv be n virtuaHy eon­
verfrd into a gr at propaganda ma,·hine for 
the purpo of molding pnb]i opinion, and 
winning . upport for th pre. ent poli i s of 
th Admini tration. 

" o unrelentino- hav be n th attacks di­
r ct d against th "\Vorld Zion i t rganiza­
tion and the Ker n Ilay od and, to surh an 
extent have the mind of many unsuspecting 
Zioni ·l s and Jew b n influcn<'cd by these 
one-sid d tatements and r port. , that it has 
become nece sary for tho. e ·who stand for the 
integrity and the honor of the World Zionist 
Orga11ization to speak up in order that ele­
m ntary justice may be done." 

The man who is now the Presid nt of the 
Zionist Organization of America wrot the 
above words- in the New Maccabean of June 
1, 1921. In those day there was a deep rift 
in the Zionist Organization of America. On 
one side were Justice Louis D. Brandeis, Prof. 
Felix Frankfurter, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. 
Abba HilJel Silver-all of them pre-eminent 
names, all of them people with the best of 
motives toward Palestine. On the other side 
wer other people, Emanuel eumann among 
them, who had convi tions that differ d. They 
battled hard and publi •ly. 

In tho e days, the New ltfaccabean was a 
publication i sued by the minority in the 
Executive Committee of th ZOA. Mr. Neu­
mann, on the eve of th lev land onvention 
that br ached the rank of American Zionism 
for y ar wrote an articl ntitled '' auses 
of the onflict." It wa an exc•ellent analysis 
of the record. It J?av a vivid outline of the 
can. e of the ronflict. It fram d th i ues to 
be considered by a d mocrati Zionist Con­
vention. The first three paragraph of that 
arti le reprinted above des rib d the handi­
cap under , hich th ontroversy had to be 
onducted by th minority of which Mr. 
r umann was th n an activ participant. 

Hi tor e m to b r p atin it lf, except 
that Mr. reumann ha hanged place . He 
i now the Admini tration and not the min­
ority. 

Thi mi ht b k pt in mind by d fenders 
of th present Administration of the ZOA 
wh n the~ deplor the expre ion of viewa 
by tho who differ. 
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THE AUTHORITY Of THE STATE 
By Hon. Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 

It is a source of pride to Americans that 
in the months of battle that preceded the 
present truce, I rael held back the aggressors 
of seven Arab States. Israel proved, with the 
force of arms, that it is able to support its 
sovereign position. All those who predicted 
that large international armies would be nec­
e sar}~ to implement the United Nations tie­
ci ion on partition have proved wrong. The 
Jews said they could do it themselves. They 
did. 

But a new crisis arose in Israel during the 
past week. It was a crisis, the outcome of 
which would determine whether the State 
could control it own citizens. Knowing that 
the tate must still stand great trials in its 
relation to other power , it is gratifying that 
Israel wa able to solve its own crisis inter­
nally, with wiftnes and firmne. s. 

Becau e, in a derrree, the J cws of America 
are involved in the crisis which was resolved 
in Israel this week, I would like to analyze 
it further. 

Prior to May 15, when the State of Israel 
was established, there was a force called Ha­
ganah. It repre ented the majority of the 
Jews in Palestine. But there were also other 
group . Whatever may have been the views 
of any of us on the various military groups 
before fay 15, we recognized that when the 

tate was establi bed, there could be only 
one military force. Anything el e would 
mean chaos at a time when the infant State 
needed a trong central command to resist 
the enemie surroundinrr it on all its borders. 

ub. equent to May 15, one Army was estab­
li. hed and all the groups were enrolled in the 
forces of I rael. 

"\Vhen the tate of Israel accepted the truce 
·which the United Nations had voted, the State 
and all its citizens were obliged to respect it. 
On faithful fulfillment of that truce depends 
the future relations between the State and 
the l nited Nations. The nations of the world, 
many of whom must till decide whether they 
will recognize the State of Israel, are watch­
ing to see whether there i a State in Israel, 
able to speak with authority for all its citi­
zens. 

Therefore, when the Irgun attempted to 
land arms in violation of the truce and in 

• Thu i8 from the tnt of a speech by the former 
Secretary of the Treasury and General Chairma,a. of 
the United Jetvish Appeal at New York cm June 27. 

complete disregard of the State of Israel, it 
was doing more to shatter the authority of 
the State than all the preceding attacks from 
the Arab League. 

I fully realize tkat I rael is in great need 
of arm . \Ve appreciate the zeal and even 
the selfle, ne of people who want to give 
their all for a Jewi h Pale tine. But we mu t 
also appre iate that the one thing above all 
others that a State needs to justify it exi t­
ence among the nations of the world is: 
A TilORITY. If that authority can be 
challenged internally, then it is weak and 
helple s externally. If the State of Israel 
had not acted as it did, its relations with 

ount Bernadotte, with the United ations, 
with the United tates itself would have been 
immeasurably weakened. For the inference 
would have been that the State wa not strong 
enough to keep any commitment it made. I 
take this opportunity to congratulate the 
State for the brilliance of its political and 
military effort and for the firmness with 
which it exerci ed its authority this week. 

But what happened in Pale tine is not ex­
clu ively an internal matter, although cer­
tainly it should be. 

Let us face the £acts. There is in this coun­
try a body of people, small to be ure which, 
either out of sincerity or fals h roism, is 
upportin<Y the dissidents in the State of Is­

rael with funds. \Vhatever may 11a e been 
the Yirtue of this activity before May 15, we 
should recognize that now such financial sup­
port, intended to weaken the internal author­
ity of the State, is a stab in the back of 
I rael. 

American Jewry has been one of the pow­
erful pillars on which the Jewish community 
of Pale tine has leaned. It would be tragic 
indeed if from the midst of American Jewry 
there should come the forces which would 
weaken the State for which so many centuries 
of Jews have dreamed and labored. 

Wl10m the Jews of Israel choo e for their 
leader. hip i their responsibility. But surely 
when that leadership has been cho en-and 
as it exists today in the State of Israel-none 
of us wants to encourage treason against the 
State with financial support from here. It is, 
naturally, sorrowful to see Jew arrayed 
again t Jew. But it is inevitable that the 

tate of I rael will find itself in the same 
position as any State, when it must exercise 
its power to enforce its laws and its majesty. 
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d i no h v to • it so long for eludes the tatement that the oppos1l1ons m the future, I come to a~k that 
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document,! speaking, :mce w~en_ have Zion• when the :innouncement came of suffi~:ently "dangerou and om1-1 Theological Seminary. 

the appearance of these mo t Hebrew. "are the most glorious sh?uld be well rewarded for my which has gathered dust for 30 ists taken to bunging charge. the Opposition's telegram to the nou degree to bother ven the Today, over the Eternal Ligh~ 

v lu ble pu I cat ons n Amer- ation that ever inhabited thi pams. years b taken down from shell for a crime by association'! One Ne';" York p:ipers and _to the As- ott;ci~:s ;r_ th~ A.r.G·r radio hour •·spel'ial Perfor· 

can Je • h history. ~e 1101- arth." Of course, that was be- The first gre:it mistake made and i'n:ide the guide for the fu. m1ghl j~~l as. well lump th_e soc1ated Press, reporting a riCt u Y p r _uc o ~.1Dereimcao~ mancc," about the first circuJ 

u ' contents are varied, nor tore th J ews ever thought of the by my good friends of the Oppo- lure? What kind o[ progress is Comm~nrsls with the ~epubh- in the Zionist convention. That poll~y" or buildlnr a 

can w~ pare- the space for com- double loyalty accusation. Leo sition was their choice . or this wlfich ti ie3 to go forward cause m a charge of reaction, be- telegram, according lo :in old de-/ crahc Germany, I performance for DP chilclren. 

nt on ll of them. Over a _100 Shpall gives a useful biblio- generals. When the anti-Saloonlwhile facing backward? and then cau~e they all will be voting legate, was more than a piece of 

p ge ar d voted to an article graphy o! items pertaining to League is out to gain new con- af.(ain, when one goes to the past against Truman. gp~;~;·y;;ta:fa l~:;'b~opnp~slfi:~•~' FROM THE PROGRESSIVES' PLATFORM 
by ~h 1,ate lamented B _n1amm Jews in publications or s tate his- verts, those selected to make the for ideas, why go back to the F 1 1 sues 

Rabmow1tz on the bJ ct of torical societies, while Mo~he drive are usually pcrsonagl's Pittsburgh Platform? Why not a e hope3• I 
Young :Men's Hebrew As- Davis lists the publication~ of other than beer brewers. But to he Judenstaat? Why not to The Convention, nsmg lo the Mayebe so, :ind maybt.> not. A T TE OF I R EL 

oc: lions ( 1854-1913)." The first Sabato Morais. Leonard Green- when the Zionist Opposition al Alt-Nt.-uland? And why, oh, why Joke, laughed out loud at llw Op- ye:ir i~ a long time, and Zionist The P rogre • ive Part de• \ e support the prompt e. • 

o! h e, th Young !'fen's Heb- berg disru ses some antisemitle Pittshu,gh cho:t• tu make social not go back to the '!'en Com- positionist:. That's what you gd, oppositions have bL•tm known to mand~ the immediate de Jurl' ten Ion to l 'rael of generous 

LI erar'! socla_uon sa~ the p Jbllcation or the end of the progress then· m:iin issue, vhom mundments'/ gentlemen, f O r bringing up bl• re,urn.•dt>d uft.-r tht-y have, r ecognition ot the Sta le of ls- fi naneial a lstan e without 

11 ht m 18:>0, n Phil delph1a, a I. th cent1.,ry. L e ,M, Friedman do you think did thl!y put for- And fin:.illy the pay-off. It. so phony is,ues. Thus th..- d1urg~ ot for· all purpose· and intents, bet•n rnel. political condition • 

Y ar b tor th org n,z lion o! b r In II up th.. inlPr ·sling ward a their leadl•r " Two nul- happenl'd th:it the Oppo ·1twn diclalor~hip, I" v e 11 t• ti :,g.im ·t saft>IV laid awav llov. l'\'L•r, if We call for adml. ion of Is- We opi,o any attempt to I 
t Y. C. A. Th· movement trial of A;Jron Lopt•L, who e llun;Jfl' \I.ho maue tht.-11· fur· Je.cdf'r who most 1.culously udvo- Ni•umann wu: ;J phony. titillatin.i: thl• L:urrent oppn~ition movement rael to the United . alions. lnterlere with Israel i11 lh ~ov-

r r p dly n the 1870' hip e /PU 1n 177!1. :, tum•, m wh1 lct'V ~nd ,, µ•11.i• l'Uled th!' utlirmat1on of the P itt•• the n~ablllt1Ps. p,peda!lv of llw>t· 1, ever tu t·unlt' tu lift• gi.lin. l W I' call ro, a Pre,,Jtlent i.1l erelg11 right to control il. owu 

and 80 hus I yin !ht.> round • vell veral rninur Item . Ile . Nvanl ..-;ith a nt• ,ol.in· hurgh l'latrut rn, w h1d1, .is l'l'ery- who,e merno1 ie went b,u·k to w1111ld .,dvbe :1 lo be mun• rarl'· lmmlgratlo11 policy 
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l r t m n uu e o The I mar ~:11,,,aen di . or 40,000 u ve,n It s th1 t• µro• h,,th' know•, wa. drnwn In- Jus- th~ dit'!atm·1al udmrni<trat1ons vi tul than it I\,., n !ht• p~,l ,e ca upon t ,e nlle 

d h J h t .. . t·r,mlnatur_v arm, embJr•o, St t G t t ·., 

Y c-en er I u e uur t·u,nmunilv' .iid to grcs ivt• t·hdtl1 t•n ur 1,,,. 11~ lo1l t1<·e l!r.indt·i~. µent tht- inu- :onw past pn•s1d1•nts. 1101\ gr:tt'· in lhl' selel'l:on of its lt•..idt>rsh1µ " .' a es uvei·nmen o )HOV cue 

y tr. Hr.btno It£ ha don Pale tin III JHii There ure ul II who w,•re to r;,1 ry the tc .,·h· ru, jur purtwn of his hfe fighting ini: the Oµpo,11 on .. \!Ill s,J "as :is w 1•1! as 11< I "lit' . 1-·or ti 111• a Wt- demand recognition ol immedi.ite hipp111 .1nd olh r 

co111p • ent job, utll)lllll( <ontribution hv :'v1ax HJVlll (un Labor al(ain t tht· gre.1I l'JJJIL.Jll t Ju,ti..•;, Brandt•rs 1,nd, 1n fal'l. wu· thl' attt'111µt to lav llw Ir , ,111 . t t m.i~• c·t•m, :in oppos1t1un. lo lw tht' border~ ur thl' Slalt' or J • lacililie for the trarn,1>ort.i 

nd uc I m It 1honal Kmma L Laru ), :\fox Grunt! vald n•act1on rv ~:manuel Nl'urnann! d11l'flv rt',pon 1bl • . .1tte1 the fa- thl' door of tlw ZO,\ - anuthe,· ~ucn• ,fut. 011~ht to bt· able to rael a, determlued bv the tiun ol J l"\\hh di,1>laced :1er• 

pub 1 11 n In urn, t Je ·1 h <on , r nklln's "Par.,1,J., 011 nv wunder that thev wn1· the rnou• 'll've';mcl L'onvt•ntion, for fokt> i<s11c. So tr:inspc1renl 11·1•n· n•ef'I two rs.t•nt1·tl r1•q11i1t•11ienl. Un ill'd • .Jlion-1 partihu;1 11lan. 011, in Europe \\ho de~ir to 

W !tar Board I, d 11 11 b:> lirotherly Love·•,. eveial Item laughrng stuck ur lla• t·on,·entwn·• keeping for a pt•r odor y!'a1> the thC' 111·, that it 1\i:J~ the ,.,, iest F r~t. lo m,1ke µcrl1•C"ll.\ c l,•,1r tt, We urge lh.1t th, llnlt d ,m,grale lo hratl. 

reprmlm t "' 1d • n book hv D.ivlrl de Sola Pool, a wL•II Tht· bt•st tukt·-olf on lhl• Oppo i• Ht undt·is 1ntlu1·n•·t• out ol lht· thmg 111 th,· world tu huw th,·111 1t"·!r the g1·uund~ on whll'h ll State, l.\ke lht' lead 111 callln,r We upporl 11ithin the 

lorm 111 1 4 h the dd1t10n ., rllrl, •nd note by If •nry f'. tion leader~hip, t·ame from a Zion,,( m1Jv1·111t'nl III Armric-a' up tor what th••v 1·1"<' false. has(• it~ oppusltinn .. 111d .et'ond. tor ••conomic and di11lomatic rram('work uf the l'nlted "la-

( n Index On of th 1 t S,lvNrn n , Harold Korn, Harold Cll·vt•li.Jnd delegate whu had ju. t Thi• fatuo11sne s uf lhl' who!c• tr unpt>d up d1ar1;t•s and phony lo be in a po~ilion to . tHlt' thl'~•· ancllon!. aga!n,t nation, fllll lion, the inlernalton liution 

e lllv ft 1d In Arn ic.in B. Perlrn n ,,nd J. Soli Cohen , r<•turnrd Crom u Srnth Arn• 1l'an i ,ut• of suc1..il i,rogrc•ss again t 1s ur,, and tu lurn lht'lll again t grounds in public wllho11t lll'in • tJ or or abcltinf agg-re ,Ion or J rw,alem and the prolec-

Jr. Ob1tua1ie and pre idcntialllnp In lht• /\rl(entine he <·on• sot·itil 1f'al'l1on wa~ so palpable. those who manufaclu1l'd them. 1I thoroughly ashanlC'd or ·el'king .i.gain t hrael. lion or the holy placi:~-
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IK fOft PALf<JINE :iddre P romplet the volume. fld d, th~y had ch covered a that Emanut•I Nc·umann had a n•• l'oiild :1lmost hear the Oppo 1t1un n·cuurse to an aµpC'aranc·c• u[ an 

n J Our readers ought to becom new way or cla sifying a Zion ist lalh't:ly f.'a:y job to expo,!' it, o groan as Nf.'umann wiped till' issue where there i no sub, DISPL. (' D P ER O • 

member or the Society and without directly inquiring a:; to 1 the utter discomfiture or the Op• floor with thr111, once, twit·e and stunce Th P rogres. ive Party alts ollaborator l e t'all !or th 

th reby upport its work and his party afflliution . They just' positionist. '!'ht• .,udience roarl'd th rct' tinw·. I admirPd lht• way The Opposition at lht• 51st An ror th repeal or the nti-Ca- ena tment of 1eii~latio11 to 

d rive the Jnducement for en- look him up in the Argentine approval \·hen Neumann, his h(• did 11, . o melhodicallr, .o nual Convf.'nlion or thr Z1omst tllolie, anti-. emitic Displaced open our doors In the true 

aging in ome re~earch them- equivalent of Bradstreet' If hel temper nncl l11s v01re r is!ng, cha!- thoroughly and withal so gentlt•• Orgnniz:ilion o_f America w:is. a Per~on ct or 1918, which. mer iean t rad ition lo the vic-

elves. The Soc ety's address i Ii rated ~ hundred thousand I leng~d the gl'nllemen of th; Op- manly. But he sure was dev:is- f;1r from .nwetmg the~e requ1;e•,
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11ermlts the entry ln to the 

3080 Bro d·.vav. 1pesos-he I a Genl'ral Z10mst , pos1l1on to udduc-e one 1cmt1lla ta,ing: v.hen he gut through with ment,; as 1t was trorn Progre s1ve llni trd late of Fasci ts and tlm of Fa cl t persecution. 
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