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' Zionist Organization of America 

41 East 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y, 

RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

AMERICAN ZIONISTS AND THE YISHUV 

By Elias M. Epstein 

The writer of the following article, now on a visit to this country 

is a well-known Palestine publicist. Residing in Palestine since 1919, 

Elias Epstein is the editor of the English language periodical, Palestine 

Review published in Jerusalem. He is also a prominent contributor to 

newspapers and magazines in Palestine and abroad. 

-- The Editor 

A glance today at the hierarchy of the Yishuv's self-governing administration 

would not reveal any overt American Zionist influence. Curiously enough at this 

stage of our progress in Palestine -- when we have reached the milestone of the 

Declaration of the Jewish State -- there are not to be found on the Jewish Agency 

Executive in Palestine, the Vaad Leumi, the Keren Hayesod or the Keren Kayemeth 

Boards of Directors, or even the American sponsored Hadassah Medical Organization, 

any American members. The University may claim the exception of Dr. J. Magnes. 

This dearth of American personalities does not reflect a dearth of American 

Zionist influence, which is indeed the strongest force which operates upon the 

Yishuv, however, from outside Palestine. 

It ws not always thus. There have served on the Palestine Executive such 

American Zionists as the late Henrietta Szold, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Rose Jacobs, 

and Bernard Rosenblatt. At one time, Israel 1"1a.tz and Dr. Abba Silver were members 

of the World Keren Kayemeth Board. When I settled in Palestine in 1919, the 

Yishuvts affairs were in the hands of what was known as tho "American" Zionist 

Commission. Its members, under the chairmanship of Dr. Harry Friedenwald, of 

Baltimore, were all .Aroorican Zionists who had succeeded the mixed international 

membership of that body, appointed to study the implementation of tho Balfour 

Declaration, 

An Abnormal Situation 

Why in the course of the years has an all-American Zionist Executive dis­

appeared from Palestine, and the Yishuv institutions been deprived of the leader­

ship which outstanding American Zionist personalities could surely give it? Can 

only Russian, Polish, German, Czech, and other East and Central European Comm­

unities provide tho men to direct our activities in Palestine? Is there no balm 

in Gilead? 

The cause of this abnormal situation is not fortuitous -- but it is not 

always comprchondod by critics unfamiliar with the American sceno. As tho burdens 

of Zionism grew, the leaders of tho movomcnt in U.S.A. were faced by a dilemma. 
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The increasing responsibilities to provide the financial sinevs of the enterprise 

fell upon America. It vas natural to expect that American Jewry, better situated 

than any other -- should make the biggest contribution in money to the upbuilding 

of the Yishuv. The generosity of American Jewry, and especially towards Palestine, 

is famous -- but it should not be overlooked that the evocation of that generosity 

depended upon much laborious effort. The establishment of the Keren Hayesod in 

1920, of which the present President of the ZOA was the first secretary, was a new 

departure in the scale of giving, and its successor, the UPA, combined with the 

Jewish National Fund, has been the media of enormous resources for developing 

Palestine - the first requirement for all our needs, material, cultural and 

political. 

Moreover, since the setting up of the Zionist Provisional Council during the 

first World Har, American Zionists have been charged with the task of maintaining 

and pursuing our national political interest at the Government of the mightiest of 

all states. 

American Personnel 

The number of active workers in these arduous fields of endeavor was never 

large, and it was also nGcessary to serve the local needs of the Zionist movement 

in America itself. And so in tho tug-of-war between the demands for financial 

and political activity in America, which obviously had to be imposed upon American 

Zionists, and the need for personnel in Palestine itself, the American operations 

secured priority. This is not surprising. It was argued that Americans must do 

the job needed in U.S.A. while others were available for the work in Palestine and 

indeed could not serve anywhere olso. And thus the vineyard which American 

Zionists undertook to tend was America, and Palestine was inevitably neglected. 

Today we hail one of tho results of this choice -- the triumph of our cause 

in the Assembly of tho Nations. That victory was undoubtedly due first and fore­

most to the support of the Jewish plea for a Jewish State on the part of the U.S.A. 

Had the American Government not backod tho Jewish case, we could not possibly have 

won the approval of the Assembly. The steady dissemination of enlightenment on 

Zionism -- its ideal and achievement -- on the part of the Zionist Organization 

herG (plus tho huge job of money-raising) yielded fruit. The mobilization of 

political support among all ranks and circles of American public life which was 

effected so efficiently proved decisive. Although there were hesitations and 

doubts up till the last moment, due to considerable pressure from hostile elements, 

the task of making American Zionist-conscious was so well done that it was possible 

for President Truman to follow the Zionist line, conscious of the approbation which 

his action would arouse. We owe much to the U.S.A. for its stand which miraculous]J' 

secured Soviet Russian assent and also the support of the British Dominions 



t 

' other states which looked to the U.S.A. for guidance. 

Look To American Participation 
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We may today consider the heavy investment of time and effort by the American 

Zionists in America itself well rewarded. o doubt it will be necessary to main-

tain the political vantage points already won here. But the Yishuv hopes that now 

that the Jewish State is to be erected, and so very much will depend upon how ve 

build it, American Zionists will also be able to shore in the Palestine theatre 

of operations. There too, the srune qualities of enterprise and devotion, energy 

und imagination, technique and faith, aro required, which distinguishes those who 

achieved our objective in tho U.S.A. We hope that leaders of American Zionism 

will be able to come to Palestine -- some to settle and others possibly to spend 

a substantial part of the year there. They are needed and will be welcome. The 

Yishuv looks forward to such cooperation: indeed it was disappointed that after 

the last Congress in which Amoric· n Zionists took so conspicuous a part, it was 

not possible for any of them to serve in Jerusalem. 

There is, besides the general advantage to the Yishuv of the participation 

of Zionist leaders of all Jewries, a special consideration involving the ZOA and 

Hadassah, These two big organizations follow General Zionist principles -- they 

arc not Loft and they arc not Right wing. They wish to see a democratic Yishuv 

free of reaction and free of totalitarianism of any brand. They want the national 

interest to be uppermost-~ not the purtisan. But unless their representatives 

join tho Yishuv and within its autonomous frc..rnework play their part in behalf of 

those principles, there is a danger that they will not be applied, There is a 

fear that tho new State may split into two camps based on class interests, as we 

have seen in other countries. The General Zionists can, wie hope, avoid this 

happening, but they must be strong not only in U.S.A. but also in Palestine. 

So far American General Zionists have boon preoccupied with tho national 

interests rather than tho particular outlook which they represent. Hence we hope 

that some of the Zionists who have brilliantly led our cause in the U.S.A. may now 

be able to give of themselves to the Yishuv directly, to be in and of the Yishuv. 

For tho Statn 1v~l l arise on the foundations which we lay for it in Eretz Israel, 

It will long nor;d t ho friendly support of the U.S.A., which in turn means powerful. 

cooperation fro~n t.e American public which the ZOA must cultivate. But Palestine 

also desires, indeod demands, the rich benefits which American Zionists can also 

render to it in the Jowish State itself. 

12/18/47 
4?/37 ~D 

ll 'I !J.#1,ll' 'i##JJ### 'l## Tfi, it r lint n r ;r 
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ELIAS M. EPSTEIN, 
PALESTINE CORRESPONDENT 
TEL. 2987 

e • ro . 184 

ZIONIST ORGANISATION OF AMERICA 
NEW YORK, U.S.A. 

Dr. hta Lillel Silver, 
e - York . 

ear Dr . Silver, 

34, 1 f s i St . , 

x~e.-.JM-.~* 
JERUSALEM 1 th May, 48 

You may ttin 1 it strange t .at in these ys of strif~ ~nd stru gle 
and har,shi in Jerusale , which s ems to have een it more Jan other 
pJ aces, I should Yfri te to you in eea ~ to far-reac in pro· ects . ]owever /~,·s 
just beca11se in these ti,nes one is un~.ble to ursue cons tr JCtive , ark -
·e are livine so ew1at from hand to mout , deprived o fuel ~ short of 
water and many foodstuffs, as vell as light - that one seeks to plan for 
t e future . 

I should like to su rnit for our consideration, to the extent t1at 
your urgent duties permit, two subjec s . 

The first is with r1;;ferenue to the future of the iorld Zionist 
Organisation. I thi kit ill be natur 1 an ,roper tha the Zionist 
movement ill detach itself organisation lly frorn tbe Je ish i.gency ihich 
h s evolved into the Jewish State . Close moral tie bet een t~ e two 
will be, they will functicn seJ rataly or gt to o so . T~e n in orces 
in the Je ish gency, particularly in Pale .iue , dll be devo ed to t .e 
consider ble tasks o t e tate . "n the otier 3. d , some o onr ionist 
leaders , 1·ving abroad , ill be relieved of cer t ain func ions whicr t e 
will be una le to f lfil, because they ill not be subjects oft e Jewish 
tate . 

The Zionist Organisation ill also be relieved o certain 
responsi ilities which the Je ish State as such ill veto assume . Te 
Z. O. ill have for is constituency tie Zionists and Jews of the wor~d 
outside alestine . It ill have befo e it a great cultural programme hich 
however will involve close connections with the Jews int e Jewish State . 
However . ese connections ill not be of a olitical char· cter u d tterefore 
will be shar ly differentiated from the activities erformed by t}e Jewish 
State . Even though they may include economic and social projects as well 
as purely cultural undertakings , they will be initiated , directed and 
fostered by tte Yorld Zionist 0 ganisation , and not y t~o machi ery of the 
Jewish 'tate representing its own territori·l subjects, including Arabs as 
well as Jews . 

To perform this enhanced function oft e . Z. 0 ., it will e 
necessary to strengthen it very considerably . t ill nave to develop a 
character and mor:ient o its o n . The greater ember ship in the , . :, . 0 . 
will derive from the U .. A., and t e total English- s eking Je ries will 
be the predomin nt element. Hence I t1ink i t only natural that American 
Zionists should take the lead in preparing the . 0 . for its ne role • 

. / . 
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I think that a very important new factor will arise also i res ec t 
to the large funds raised abroad for Palestine. Neither the Jewish 
National Fund no the Keren Hayesod will appar ntly he part of the 
machinery of the Jewish ,tate. tis not clear to me whether or how tee 
cont~ibutions raised abroad can be donated to the treasury oft e Je ish 
State. I think that in due course we shall ave to devise an arrangement 
whereby these monies1 raised by foreign citizens/will be earmarked for 
specific projects. ising therefrom the control of such ~rojects will 
have to reside at least to some extent in the hands of the bodies 
responsible for raising tr.ese funds, bodies wrich will be affiliated to 
the Zionist Organisation,and not to the Jewish State. Of course the National 
Funds will cooperate in economic projects with the Jewish State. I anticipate 
that trey should receive concessions andlfil,ecial_/other)rights. But I think 
it will be foun1 both from a legal and practical viewpoin~ to be best if 
these funds are controlled by their donors who live abroad. 

Hence I think that the Z.O. will become a much more important and 
decisive element in our movement than hitherto. I thin~ therefore that we 
should prepare our plans accordingly. The organisation of the . Z.O. would 
have to be brought into line with the actual prevailing conditions abroad 
and thoroughly modernised. While working out these reforms, I thin~ we 
should prepare to enlist suitable competent personnel to serve tho organis­
ation in its new tasks. ]y mind naturally runs upon the fact that the 
association between the ~.Z.O. and Eretz I r~el will become much more 
important. The contact will have to be much stronger if t e \ .?.O. is to 
carry out its progra..--nme ade~uately. It will need an Office or rather an 
administration in Eretz Israel, distinct from the de artments of the Jewish 
State. The relations between the two will be close and cordial, but there 
will be a distinct difference in function nd competence. I hope that 
particularly in respect to this latter part of the new arrangements, I may 
be able to be of service, In any case, I would submit that the subject be 
explored. I think that the Jewish State is interested in the existence of 
a strong World Zionist Organisation, but I do not think that the «.2.0. 
can or should be controlled, even vicariously, by the Jewish State or its 
officials. 

2. The second subject which has given me food for thought is in 
respect to Jerusalem. The city will be outside tre confines or jurisdiction 
of the Jewish State. I understand that there is a proposal to enable 
Jewish citizens of the international zone of Jerusalem to be citizens, 
either alternately or concurrently, of the Je~ish State. But it seems clear 
that the Jewish State will not be able to make Jerusalem its responsibility. 
I need not stress the stake which we have in Jerusalem. I have been 
thinking of the lines on which we can both aggrandize Jerusalem and at the 
same time fasten upon it Jewish stamp and influence. Jerusalem has been the 
object of many declarations of love and admiration, but such sentiments 
alone will not build it up . The city must have its economic basis and as 
you ~now, it is very poorly off in respect to its own economic resources. 
Je do not seek to create an artificial prosperity for Jerusalem. 

In thinking of the various possibilities of strengthening 
Jerusalem, I see only one main opportunity. There is little doubt 
with the migration to the~ of the capital of the Jewish State 

>~-t 

Jewish 
that 
of many 
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departments oft e Jewish Agency, a substantial part of the administrative 
and professional population will also move there, and with them a number of 
tradespeople and merchants,'so that in the early future I anticipate a 
decline of Jewish Jerusalem. 

The future of the city as I see it, is in its relationship to the 
Jewish world abroad as a cultural centre. If I might put it that way, the 
economic asset of Jerusalem is its spiritual asset. Beyond its natural 
beauty, Jerusalem has no other assets but its historic position as t e 
centre and fount of our religion and culture. Hence it should be our purpose 
to make the town once again a great and vital force in Jewish life. Curiously 
enough in these past twenty-eight years during which we have intensified 
our development of Palestine, we have neglected very lamentably Jerusalem 
itself. Besides having our National Offices there (which will no mostly 
leave), one other thing was done in Jerusalem, namely the building of the 
Hebrew University. This of course is in direct harmony with my conception 
of the future of Jerusalem as what o e might call "The University City of 
World Jewry". Unfortunately the University has not become the responsibility 
of the Zionist Organisation, or the Jewish Agency, or the Yishuv. For 
reasons with which you are quite familiar, the University has been allowed 
to be isolated to a substantial extent from the Jewish national movement. 
Dr. agnes h~s expressed gratification that the University has retained its 
independence, but I do not think that freedom of opinion on the part of any 
important institution, need necessarily be p rchased at the cost of divorce 
from the movement of which it should be naturally an\ integrated part. 

I have written an article on this subject which I hope to send you, 
but ould like int is letter merely to ind·cate my line of thought. It 
embraces a twofold conception. On t e one hand, I suggest that the City of_ 
Jerusalem (really the Jewish city) should inco~porate the University, 
should build its future around the University, en tbo gna saN& facilitating 
its growth, and,~n the etAer sana , benefitting as a city from that growth. 
At the sa~e time I would like to see the Jews of the world contributing to 
the re-buildine of Jerusalem and its University as one harmonious community. 
The University should not be detached from the city in which it is found, 
and the University- City should b~ the centre of a circumference surrounding 
Norld Jewry. The first part would be implemented through practicRl economic 
!ind constitutional measures on the spot - mutual obligations wold be 
assumed by the City and the University; the second part I foresee through 
the creation of a "Jerusalem Civic ssociation" which would have members 
wherever Jews reside. This Association would rally~ su port, sentimentally 
and practically, both for Jerusal~m the city and its university. I keep 
stressing the link between the two, because I see frankly a very poor future 
for Jerusalem, ins ite of the greatest effort to introduce some industry 
and crafts, except in connection with the growth and activities of the 
University. On the other hand, I do not think that the University sl:ould grow 
on its owryisolated on ount Scopus, though naturally it is bound to enjoy 
the proper authority and autonomy, of every great college. 

This approach to the future of Jerusalem and the University will 
naturally involve a distinct change towards the latter on the part of the 
World Zionist Organisation. Certain members of the University may not accept 
this approach, but I think that others would be prepared to give it favourable 

./. 
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consideration. I certainly foresee substantial benefit to the University 
from such a plan1 and I believe that the Zionist Organisation in its fut re 
programme cannot ignore the existence and future of the University, while 
at the same time it certainly will have a definite obligation to Jerusalem 
the City. 

I hope that the coming days will restore the atmos ,here nd t e 
opportunity for discussingthese proposals. 

'ith kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, ~rn,.~• 



MAX ENGELBERG 
2150 MAGEE BUILDING 

338 FOURTH AVE. 

PITTSBURGH 22, PA. 

GRANT 8390 

June27, 1948 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
c/ o The Temple 
Ea.st 105t~ StrePt am Ansel Rmd 
Cleveland, Ohio 

~Y dear Dr• di lver: 

I r:a.ve been approached by representatives of thP Irgun and also by 1'. • 
Elizar "'hostak of the '"forld Zionist Actions Committee, for my ?3rsonal 
contribution, as well as my assistance in raisino- some funds mre for the 
Irgun. ya nswer to them was that I rove read in the JeWish press that 
ths Irgun is now united wi. th Hae;ana and receives the necessary means from 
tham• 

The repr s entati ves of Ir gun who lave visited me state the:! t th is is not 
so. They have sho,,n me copies of cableS from k'alestine dat.ed May 20 am 
Jun113 3rd, showing teat the Irgun doe3 not get any fimncia.l er matr•ria.l 
assistance from the Hagana, the Jewish Ar,:,ency, or the provisional govern­
ment of Israel. In addition to this, I ra ve been shQfn a copy of a letter 
de.tad '~y 5th, si~ned by you, addressed to Dr. I. Lifshitz, Executive 
Director of th P. Palestine Emergency Fund, in which you state, 0 the agree­
ment, hovevPr, does not provide for any fi e.ncial and rraterial assi stance 
to t he Ir un, either from the Hagana, t he Jevri.sh ~ency, or any of the 
oth., r s en ra 1 funds out side of Palestine such as the United alestine 
Appeal, which is incorporated in th13 u.J.A• It was further agreed that 
th official Zionist institutions. both inside and outside of alestine, 
should confirm that tha Irgun does not receive any allatmPnts from the 
campai gns carried out for t g;en re.l purpose of aO"ana." 

As a disciplined Zionist. I want to follow in th is ma.ttf3r th~ directions 
of my ara-anization. H D'/. ftVPr, I want to express my personal opinion tr.at 
if the Irgun is na,1 united wi th : agana in a jo-t nt defens of Israel, I 
be 1 ieve that the Ir un is Pil tit led to t 1'Y:' fi ~ an cia.l support it r eeds for 
materials, etc. ~ray I therefore ask you to ~ive ne an official answer as 
head of the Am3rican S ction of the Jewish Ao-,ency for Palestine? 

1. I ees the Ir un ~et the fi htin~ and other necessary tmtArial, or must 
it g; et its rratPria.ls with funds raised by its own stre ll?; th or represent­
ati ves? 

2. A a disciplinPd Zio ist, can I extend my cooperation to thP Irgun 
committee'f 

I sim r ly hope that ,,our answer wi!l be forthooo/ng at your earliest 
ooru-=:,nienoe. 

Th king you for your kind and pr anpt 
wa "3St ersonal regards and Isre.el's 

ME/ml 

attention to my 
reeti rrs, I am 

Sincerely, 

114f: 

request, and with 
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Mr. Mas lnpl'berc 
338 fourth Ayqu 
P1\\elnlrp 22, Pa. 

M7 4ear Mr. lnpl'berca 

J11J.7 I, lMI 

Pl•••• pal&t.oa \he 4elq ln rep17ing ,o 70v le\,er. I 
h&Te \•• awq troa \he 0117. I aa ea.re \ha' 7011 haft 
to11owe4 \he 4ellbera,1on1 ot lu lloala, Conftll, on 
whlab \ook place in your 0117 oTer Ille neant. • 411-
oueioa1 whlah hok plaoe uoul '1le Ircaa and lh neolu­
tloa1 whlall were adoplN b7 \he I.O.A. OonTa,lon. 

IC7 ow po,1,1011 haa 'been 11a.4e olear la \he publla pre11. 
llaoe \he ee\a'blllhaa, ot \he ela\e of Ianel and ,he 
ona,toa et \he elncJ.• mlftecl ~ of Def•••• no ooa­
,rt ba\lone ,o •h• support of lnclepenteal allllalT orpn-
1sa,1one are 4fflra'bl• or •••1&17• th• 1la\e of Ienal 
npi-41 ll ae a 411\lnol 4111emoe \o 11 an4 a1 11114•1-
lllalq l\1 .,11ort.l7 ae well •• ,ha ette°'l•••••• of 1,1 
allt,...,. openllon1. And aa far u 411elpllae4 lloal1l1 
ln the 1Jalle4 11&\ea are oon•rn.•4• \he vlah•• of Iha 
00111,1,u,et alhorl\le1 of Ianel 1ho1ll.4 'be final. 

Vl lh all goo4 wt ahea, I r.-la 

Y•17 oordlal17 70ur1, 

ADA HILLII, SILVD 
AHSaer 




