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MINUTES OF MEET!i G OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVL COJ, 1ITTiIB HELD ON 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, .1:9.k,_7 AT THE HOTEL . COM!-mD.Q!1B, I rn: YORK, AT 6 P ,M .. 

PRESIDIHG: Dr. Emanuel Neumann, President 

PRESJ.:JHT: Rev. Martin AdoJ.f, Sol Cohen, Benjamin Doft, Rabbi won Feuer, John J. 
Fox, Joseph Goldberg, Abraham Goldstein, I. R. Goodnn.n, Benjamin Gordon, 
Judge Kalodner, Edmund Koblenz, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Boris Mar3olin, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, David Moskowitz, Abraham Redell1ell1l, Judge Hyman Rei t, 
Charles Ress, Dr. Morton Robbins, Judge Bernard A. Posm"blatt, Jochanon 
Rudovsky, Mendell Selig, Dr. Hyman Silver, Rudolf Son~'leborn, Elihu D, 
Stone, Hark Sugarman, William Sylk, Jacques Torczyner, I.s. Tu.rover, 
Herman Ueisman, and Dr, Sidney Marks, Executive Director. 

Guests: Charles Uolok, Belle Elband, Mendel Fisher, Harr.f Sl1apiro, Joseph 
Sternstein and Mr. Wigdor. 

Staff: Carl Alpert, Herschel Auerbach, Yale Goldberg, I, K~~pnan, Dr. Ludwig 
Lewisohn, Henry Stern and Many Posy. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dr. Marks reported extensive plans for the coming year covering all major 
projects, were in tl1e course of preparation, •,Iany aspects of t:1e work hacl been 
benefitted by the early convention this year. Despite the summer season, activi
ties were continuing unabatod in all parts of the country uith encot1rae;ing results. 

The Chairman stated he bad conferred with departr.1e:i1t he~'.ds and was well 
satisfied that the coming year's procram was being carried forward vigorously. He 
added that the present financial s i tuation of the organization ua~ satisfactory 
despite the usual slack summer season. Steps are being tru~e:1 to find a suitable 
building to house the ZOA. 

COI~lLTI0N RESOLUTIONS 

Resolutions wh:i:ch were not presented to the convention bt1.t referred to 
the Thcccutive, were discussed. 

Unity Committee: The question of expansion of the Committee's activities 
c.nd a.n increased budget, were referred to the chairman, co-chairr.1an and executive 
director of tho Unity Committee for their recommendations and furt_1cr consideration 
by tho Executive. 

Youth Acti vi tics - Brandeis Cam12 Institute: A reool-..1tion callinr; for 
additional field directors, tho training of youth leaders by ZOA regions and dis
tricts, and intensified cooperation with the Brandeis Crunp Institutes, was approved. 
Regions and districts arc to bo so advi~cd. 

Masada - Action was postponed on a resolution requesting statistical 
rococnition of Masada member"" to the credit of local districts in computing tho 
number of delegates to national and regional conventions, ui tl1out i nfringing on 
t 10 autonomy of Masada. 

IZFA - A resolution rocor.imc ning an increase in the budeot to 'p60, 000 for 
an all-party budget, and rcquestiDg th3 Youth Commisaion to subr.1it within sixty 
days, a memorandum clarifying the exact nature of the rolatio ship of General 
Zionists to IZFA, was discussed at length. 
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In the ensuing discussion, it was pointed out by several speal~ers, that while 
approximately the greatest part of the present IZFA budget is provided by General 
Zionists, a large percentage of IZFA groups was not affiliated with the ZOA. Our 
influence has not been exerted in proportion to our financial support and interest 
\Ti th the result that other Zionist parties were more dominant. IZFA reprenents a 
valuable reservoir of General Zionist strength from uhich future lec.ders will be 
draim, and greater effort should be made to draw the canpus youth into t he General 
Zionist orbit. The recommendation that local Zionist Youth Commissions cooperate 
more fully with IZFA groups was approved, and furt1er consideration will be given 
to this matter following the report of t. e .American Zionist Youth Cori11llission. 

Public Relations: Recommendations contained in a resolution for specific 
additional acti vi ties, lTGre referred to the Inner Cor,uni ttee • 

[ew Palesti11_e News Reporter: The problems related to t~,e conversation of t 1e 
Neus Reporter into a wce'cly pub1ice.tion are being studied a:1d will be reported to 
the Executive. 

~ud_get: The budget of 0,1 ,477,000 as drawn up by the Budget Qnd Finance Com
ri1ittee of the convention, and approved in global form, was referred to the Admin
istrative Council for detailed c1.nalysis and adoption. The Chairman expressed the 
hope that as far as possible, the budget uould be based on t l~e income of t 1e 

current fiscal year, and suggested that this rccoR11endation ·bc brought to the atten• 
tion of the Finance Comm.ittce. 

Otl:er Resolution~: Resolutions dealing \Tith cducction, c 1alutziut, Histadrut 
Ivrith, etc. uhich indicate lines of activity in t1c educational field, were re
ferred to the Committee on Education to be organized o~ortly. All other resolu
tions dealing with budgetary i toms were i-·cferrcd to t he Fina:1ce Committee and 
Administrative Council. 

ADMilJI~TlU\ TIVE COUNCIL 

Rabbi Miller, chairman, reported that the first meeting uould be held in New 
York, So.turday night and all day Sunday, September 20th and 21st. If found satis
factor.r, the two-day session would be adopted as a regulnr procedure to provide 
ample t:iJ.1e for full discusLJion and more active participation by all members . 
Future dates will be announced shortly and efforts ·will be made to hold some meet
inrrs elsewhere than Hew York. 

REPOnT OF MURRAY GURFEIN 

The Chairman introduced Mr. Gu~fein of New York, a forn~r ne~ber of the 
National Executive, who has just returned from Palestine . He had been invited by 
the American Section of the Jewish Agency to undertake certain legal and political 
work in connection with the UN, Mr. Gurfein went to Palestine and served as legal 
advisor to the Agency during the UIJ hearings there. 

Mr. Gurfein outlined the activities of the UN committee, t he eeneral trend of 
tli.eir d·· scussions and the reaction of the Yishuv. The UN members recognized the 
Yishuv as a gTowing, powerful organization and that a great denl of time, effort 
and loyalty had gone into the upbuilding of the land. This did not necessarily 
sicnal a political victory. There was a feeling on their part that Palestine re
presented an insoluable problem, particularly t:1at of irnmigrr.tion, and in this 
respect, British propaganda has been effective. The Committee was divided in its 
syn,athies and tendencies; their deliberations would necessarily be influenced by 
the attitude of their respective governments. 
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The speaker believed that a majority wore in favor of some form of-partition; 
others tended toward a bi-national state or some typo of federalization, either 
tho Morrison plan or some adaptation of it. Tho question of area involved had 
not boon seriously discussed yet. No formula has boon arrived at for tho 
transition period in tho event partition is recommended, and tho question of 
whether the British will remain in the country to maintain order in the interim 
presented D.n unanswerable problem. Security, Arab riots, and terrorist 
activities played an important part in tho Conrnittec's thinking. llost of the 
members believed tho mandate was unworl~ablo and that some other solution must 
be found. 

Tho question of terrorist activity had become more acute in the last few weeks. 

Summarizing his impressions of the UN Committee, Mr. Gurfcin believed a good 
deal of good uill had boon ovidoncod in trying to work out a solution. Tho • 
difficulties wore whether they can aeroc unanimously or by a strong mQjority, on 
partition or some makeshift, as tho solution. Hhilo urea involved was not 
seriously discussed, the Committee was :L11prossod with tho potentio.litos of the 
Negev und Galilee. 

Reaction of Yishuv: There was a mixed reaction, some being cynico.l a.nd others 
extremely enthusiastic. Bccau~c of recent happenings, internQl probloms ·havo 
tQkcn on a moro important aspect than oven thc.t of tho UU invostigution. The 
Yi~huv deplores the terrorist uctivitios. However, thoy c.rc notafro.i~ D.nd their 
mood is n fighting one. Their mnin hope is that tho u.s. and Amo:cica.n Jo1.rry 
will stMd behind them in their struggle, ~nd give ttom morul and politicnl 
surY•)ort. Mr. Gurfein described Po.lcstino as u 100% police state with the Britishox
tar'ldingruthor thnn curtailing thoir illegal activities. He felt tho British 11cre 
deliberately inciting trouble by their nction,.. and were fully o.uuro of the con
sequences of their provoco.tions. 

Mr. Gurfoin believed tho crux of the problom would be British o.ction in tho 
event of a UH rccornmondation acceptable to Zionists. He indicated they mo.y use 
the present troubled situation as an excuse not to o.ccept the rocoT!lr.lendation 
and remain in Palestine. This constitutes o. serious problen which ., ust be net 
with M immediate program of propaganda. to ovorcomo tho attitude of tho British 
Foreien Office and Pc.losth1c Adm:i.nistro.tion, D-nd influence public opinion in 
favor of the Zionist program. 

In reply to questions from tho floor fro .~ Messrs. Hcismc.nn, Stone, Moskowitz, 
Auerbach, Fisher, the cho.irman, and others, Hr. Gurfcin brought out tho..t the 
British r.1ili to.ry uas in Palestine not to suppress violence but for other ntrntogic 
reasons; th2t tho Irgun has political aims opposed to the Jewish A~cncy a.nd that 
the schism uas not too \Jidc to allou for cooperation, and thut tho calibre of the 
UN Committee was not up to that of the Anglo-American Comr.tlttee. 

REPORT OF PRESIDENT 

Dr. Heumann gaTe a detailed report on the present political situation as 
well as problems con.fro .1ting the forthcoming meeting of the ActionsCor.n.littee. 
Suppler.1enting Mr. Gurfein 1 s comments on the UH Committee, Dr. Heur.mnn cr.iphasized 
that its members represented gover11t1ents and were not acting as indivicluals; 
there!"ore international questions of policy were involved. A primary consideration 
was the erouping of the western powers vercus the Soviet and satellite states. 
I1any·countrics represented in the UN Committee were disposed to favor tho western 
bloc, Hi-th G ... --eat Britain representing such a po-i-ror in the Middle E2.st. The 
speaker pointed out that Britain ardently desired to remain in Palestine on the 
pretext of keeping order, particularly if other world powers rec:uestcd her to 
remain there. 
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Dr. Neumann gave assurance that every possible step had been taken in con
nection with the UN hearings. On the American scene, the Emergency Council has 
been active throughout the country in an extensive progrmn of' education. Prepara
tions are being made for the September session of the UN, including the preparation 
of an effective statement signed by many governors. All efforts to get the State 
Department to declare its position on Palestine have so far been unsuccessful. Dr. 
Neumann felt that this neutral attitude need not necessarily be construed as 'llll

favorable, but might be tactical. 

Dr. Ne1.D'l'lann reiterated his belief that as a matter of strateGY, the British 
ivere not too strongly opposed to terrorist activities inasmuch as they provided them 
with an excuse for repressive measures, the consequences of which they understood 
and for which they must assume responsibility. Their recent actions clearly in
dioated a desire to provoke incidents. 

Actions Qqmmittee Meeting - Dr. Neumann presented some of the ·intcrnal problems fac
ing the session of the Actions Committee to be held in Zurich, Switzerland, on 
August 24th. The ZOA will be represented by its full complement of .eight delegates 
and alternates, all of whom are bound by the convention rosolutions. 

Jd!lL<tussion - A lengthy discussion ensued on the part Zionists must play in influenc
ing the government's attitude and creating favorable public opinion, prior to the 
UN meeting in September. There was general agreement that an intensive campaign 
of education must be initiated :immediately to acquaint the Araerioan public and the 
Jewish people with the underlying issues resulting in the present troubled situation 
in Palestine. 

Rabbi Miller strongly advocated arousing public sentiment along anti-British 
lines, through newspaper ads in leading cities, British boycotts, etc. The Bi-itish 
Foreign Office was particularly sensitive at this time to any unfavorable reaQtion 
in A:r.icrica which might jeapordize American-British relations. The speaker felt this 
would be more effective than emphasizing terrorist activities or trying to get an 
expression of policy from the US Government at this time. 

Declaring that it is the Jewish masses who are confused and troublc_d, Abraham 
Goldstoin urged that we devote our effort to winning their support and understanding. 

Otl1or speakers, • including Dr. Robbins, Elihu Stone, Herman Weisman, Judge 
Kolodncr, Louis Falk, Rabbi Feuer, Jacques Torczyner, I. R. Goodman and Joseph 
Goldberg pointed out that in smaller comnnmitias in particular, tho press as wll as 
the general and Jewish public, had reacted unfavorably to the hanging of the British 
soldiers by the Irgun. Much good-will which had been carefully built up had boon 
lost and it was imperative to initiate an intensive campaign of education without 
delay. 

Judge Kolodner recommended that the ZOA or Emergency Counoil employ a public 
relations counsel to prepare such a newspaper and radio campaign, expressing con
demnation of terrorism, disavowing acts of the Irgun, and appealing to the British 
people and their sense of f~ir play by portraying Palestine as a police state with
out civil rights, etc. 

Mr. Shapiro of the Emergency Council reported that Dr. Silverls latest sta~e
ment "In Focus" had been sent to all Emergency Councils for reprint. It was 
suggested that the ZOA. also contact tho districts. 

Rabbi Feuer expressed agreement with Rabbi Miller's point-of""Vicw, stating that 
the boot defense was a strong attack. He urged an immediate campaign which would 



• • 

Executive Committee - page 5 

concentrate on about twenty-five centers of population; and the appointment of a 
special committee by the Em0rgency Council to decide uhat is feasible. He suggest
ed t:1e calling of a small conference by the Emergency Council of representatives 
of t ]1ose cities in which the campaiGn \IOuld be centered, to acqt~aint them with the 
steps to be taken for its implementation. Mr. Torczyner believed we must mobilize 
our r:1embers and trust t ~1em with this task--experts were not needed. To do t his, it 
was necessary to have a clear-cut program and policy. Dr. Lewisohn felt our error 
was in the angle of propaganda; that we are too forensic. We should appeal to more 
basic emotions and if necessary, eo underground and send schlichim to communities 
from t i.1e Emergency Council. Dramatic techniques, such as closing of shops as a pro
test would be effective. Sacrificial acts were necessary to reach the lower levels 
of consciousness. 

~a;t.X_of Discus~: In recapitulating, the chairman stated that most of the 
su~gestions should be referred to the Emergency Council for consideration and action. 
A snall committee from the Executive should be designated to serve as an advisory 
corunit.tee to act with t:1e Emergency Council, to plan tho steps to be taken in a con
centrated campaign in twenty to thirty centers. This small group should not have 
official status. Dr. HcTu-nann emphasized the need for all member3 of the Executive 
to do more thinl:ing and tmdortake more action. This was expressed in the form of a 
motion duly seconded and adopted. 

AlfilRICAIJ FRIE !DS OF HAG.,UJAH 

The chairman reported negotiations for tho reconstitution of this group have 
been undertaken but not completed. ZOA representatives mot and a parity basis was 
offered which would give tho ZOA tuo representatives out of fifteen. This was con
sidered unsatisfactory and rejected. Thero will boa renewal of negotiations after 
the Actions Committee meeting. Meanwhile, tho American Section of the Jewish Agency 
has assumed jurisdiction with tho understanding that a final dcci nion on the future 
of this group will be decided subsequently. A technical committco has been con
stituted consioting of the representatives of tho ZOA, Emergency Council and the 
Jewish Agency, to handle the intcr:iJ:n period. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Brandeis Camp Institute - It was neccssar .. , to have a definite plan in writing 
to regulate tho relations of the ZOA with the Institute. AbraLnm Goodman has a 
definite agreement with the BCI with respect to tho ownership of the camp. It is 
vested in throe parties, the ZOA, F.adassah and the Abraham and I fillio Goodman 
Charitable Foundation. An inquiry is to be made whether this agreement is 1::cing 
implemented. 

Plugat Alirah - It was decided to postpone deliberation of this question to a 
later mooting. 

cm ll·IIT7EE AP?OINTI'iENTS 

Interim Committee - During tho absence of most of the ZOA o ficials at the 
Actions Cor.unittoc, it waa decided to appoint an interim committee. This was made 
in the form of a :motion, duly seconded and adopted. 

Hutional Committee Cha.irmcn: The Chairmen announced the appointr.10nt of national. 
committee chairr11on as follows~ 



Executive Committee Pago 6 

NATIONAL CHAIRNEN 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 
Mr. Horman 1lcismann 

Y::TERAN•S COMMITTEE: 
William Kapclman, Chairman 
Albert D.Schanzcr, Co-Chairman 

THE .AMI:RICAN ZIOHIST FUND: 
Mandel Selig, Chairman 
Dewey D. Stone, Hon. Chairman 

Sol Benamy) Co-
I.J.Caplan) Chairmen 
~!illy Norduind) 

lL~TISH NAT IO JAL FUND: 

Dr• Harris J. Levine, Cmirma.n 

COililTTEE Orf Ul ITY FOR PALESTINE: 
Dr. David Po~ish; Co-Chairmen 
Dr. Felix Levy ) 

Rabbi Arthur Lclyvcld) Vicc-Cha.irrr.cn 
Nathan Straus III ) 

HATIONAL MEMBERSHIP: 
Joseph Goldberg, Ca.hirman 
Ch~r~cs Auerbach) Vice-Chairman 
Philip Lassar ) 
David Moskowitz) 

lTATIOlJAL LIFE MENB2RSHIP : 

CHALUTZIUT: 

EDUCATION : 

BOOKS : 

\:Tilly Nordwind , Chairman 
Julius Livingston, Co-Chainnan 

Louis Schwcfol, Chairman 

Dr. Robert Gordis, Chairman 
Rn.bbi Simon Grocn'bo2:g) Vice-Chairmen 
Dr. Azraol Eisenberg) 

Rabbi Theodore Lewis, Chairman 

Z, O,A, HEBREW l.J'"NIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS: 
Rabbi Armoncl. Cohen, Chairman 
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HATIOITAL SHEKEL: 

Executive Corranittco Page? 

Jacques Torczyncr, Chairman 
Louis Falk; Co-Chairmnh 

CO IMITTE:c; ON POLITICAL INFORMATIO : 
Harry Torczyncr, Chairman 

£0MMITTEE Or DISTINGUISHED GUESTS: 
Commander Joshua Goldbarg 

Tho meeting adjourned at 11:25 P. M. 

RospoctfulJy submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
Executive Director 
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On the eve of the de!Jarture of ou.:- President, Dr. 1·1eumann, ~nc1 many of his 
colleaGues on this Committee to the meeting of the Actions Com.Ji ttee at. Zurich, 
'3vtl tzerland, I do believe t hat a note of e11c0Hrageii1ent is ciuite i i1 order. 

The Summer weather has not abated our activity and our de~-:,a:--ting officers 
leave \Ii th the assurance that t~1e orc;anization is in fine run11inc; order, with 
plans for next year's operations in tne course of preparatio11, lri th members'.1i ~), 
~xpansion Fund, and cultural. activity :i.n hi~h C5ear at this ti;:'!e . 

Our paid membership to-cl.ate io lG? ,ooo. ~Je are in the midst of renewal cam
pai3ns in ever~r part of the country. It is no s~)oradic effort. :·zvery corn,runity 
is bein6 prodded nnd reports :1.i.1dicate t:1at a relat5.vely snall number will remain 
unrenewed at the conclusioi1 of this year. Jose)h Golc. bere; is visitinG major 
cities and the mass of mem')ers~1i~) cor:i.-·es~)ondance lJhich is beinc received as a 
result of our constant in(luir3r, in 1Jerson, 1J:r phone, and b··• i.!ail, buttresses our 
esti1.!1at0 that lle will end this year uit:-i a ~llembers~li;? considerably nore tban 
200,000. 

Our Zxpansion Fund collections to-date arG :\t;.30, 955.!)3 with an ac1<2itional 
.. ,92,000. already collected b·,- t~1e dist rict or alJ.ocat.ions voted to us by Uelfare 
Funds. 1.:e have had man-,r of our nc:;ional Directors i n Letropolitan areas covering 
mid-uestern comnrunities, Tho West Coast is 0n2a;;ed in :Sxpansion Fund activity at 
this time, havin11 had the i·•~1)etus of i:endel Seliz who made a f lyin~ trip to activat, 
t l1em. The picture is i"11ost encouragin~. 

T 1e 1,Jembership and S:>,..-pansion Fund De~Jartments are preparing techniques and 
materials which ui.11 be read)7 for the opening of our Fall worl{. 

Our Public ilelations ,mrk continues to be exemplary. i.fi th press conferences 
getting excellent space fo1-- us, 1tl th the nneus Reporter11 providing topnotch cover
age of' the cur1--ent scene, uit>i faster :i1e1Y1-relay projected for the next :tear to 
our Districts and J.egions, uith materials and ideas beini furnished for all 
functional de9artr,1ents, thin i r,1~~)ortn.nt arn of our ,-,ork is o:i1 the j oh. 

I miGht add, in passi:i1g, t'1at we arc ~)roviding the fullest cooperation to the 
American Zionist :-:mergency Council, in their political im.plenentation, .:nass meet
in::;s or any other chore my estesrned colleague, i7:r . Harry Shapiro, requests us to 
execu-ce, 

01.ir 1ducational work }1as l1i t its stride in the capable hands of dr. Alpert. 
Our proeram i.-10rk, our panp~ _l0teerin.r,: , t~1e ne 1 di rections irhicl1 tj_1e devartr-1emt is 
tal-.:5.n~; denerves smne e~~)lor.::.tim1.. Arnone; these are: a i'.ational Educa-t5.on Conference, 
a play-writin~; competition to ei1courac;c t.he procJ.uction :ind use of Zionist themes, 
a travelling pictorial exnrJition, a series of sy_la.1)i for study circles, the 
formation of a National Educator's Advisor:r Counc i l, and o'.lr otllc~c vivid media -
films, radio, boo~~s and ot:1er t ~1ii1t;s dependent t~i:>011 the success of our fund-raL..: inr; 
throu~h the AD.erican Zionist li\1i1d. 
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The load carried by our Palestine Bureau is l arge, and the 
events in Eretz Israel are no deterrents to the tourists and the 
many who seek to emigrate to Palestine to share in its upbuild5.ng. 

Our Unity work, our Youth activity, our Plugat Aliyah activity, 
the technical aspects of our o.9erJ.tions, u:1ich accelera te d1~ing the 
sturuner , are all in full o~eration. 

tzy- f r -t..end, Hr . Hendel Fisher, has been conferring uith me 
regarding Je1.Tish National Fund ,-,erk and our plans for the comng 
year are practically completed. 

The many aspects of our work will be benefited by the early 
Convention. The forthcoming shekel campai:.,n uill find us fully 
pre)ared. 

Ue will continue to be alert in our operations, rr. • President. 
1 !e lD1o·w that you and your colleac,ues will express to the Actions 
Committee those sentiments of solidaritv and unity of purpose which 
•Jere accorded to you and your G.dministra tion so overwh0lmin[~ly at 
the Convention. Bon Voya~e and come back safely. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
-:1xecutive Director 
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MiiTUTES OF THE r,iEETil.G OF TFE NA'fIO~;AL ADI, INl~~TRATIVE GOU !CIL OF THE 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION O I Al-iEHICA HELD O l SATURDl1 Y, SEPTK1B:Si' 20TH AED 

sunm.J. SEPTE B~~ 2~ST. ,.1_9J;j__J}.T THE HOT::L -~w YOR!'.~R, JEW YORI CITY. 

Saturday, Septe .bcr 20, 1947, 9 P. 1. 

The meetin wa.s opened by Rabbi Irvin0 Miller, Chairman of the National 
Adninistrt1.tive Council , who paid tribute to his predecessor, 11r. Daniel Frisch , 

and welcomed the returning ZOA tlelegates to the Actions Co :uni ttee . 

:e announced a new schedule for aeetin s of the Adr:inistrat;__ve Council which 

hcrcr.:i.fter shall take place in two sessions at previously announced dates every 

t 1ree months . 

HEPORT OF 'l'HE E"'IBC TIVE DIRECTOR: 

Dr. Sidney .:arks, Executive Director, presented the attached report . 

REPORT OF THE TREASURZR: 

-1.r . 1ar:-:: Sue;aman, Treasurer of the Zionist Or . anization of America, out

lined the general financial position and prospects for the coming year , reporting 

the organization as solvent at the bo[;inning of the fic-cn.l :-/car . This cor..dition 

was achievod through the painstaking curtailn.ent or depart cntal budgets because 

Expansion Fund returns, while praiscwortJ. y , fell short of full budg0t2.ry expecta

tions, and membership renewsls 1 od. 

He cautioned that , since the Conve tion de iod the request for an increase 

in membership dues and sti2.l adopt•.,d a ull ovl1r-all budDct, that tLe Administra

tive Council reach certain dcciGions to insu~o fulfillment of E:rpansion Fund goals 

and stimulation of me.1.bcrship enrolJs.ent to bear tho increased burden of the 
forthcoming shekel campai n . 

REPORTS OF ZOA I tJTERili CO:tvt1ITTEE : 

Mr. Jacques Torczyner , reporting on the activities of this committee which 

functioned as a com incd polic r-mcl<:ing a d administrative body as the officers 
attended the Actions Comrnitt,30 sessions in Zurich, ex cssod pride in the con

tinued opcrution of the ore;;anization without interruption. Ho annmmced prepara

tions for the forthcoming r,1om~Jorship , Expa .sion Fund and shcful campaigns for 

which tho entire organization was being gcarvd t o continue as the loading Zionist 

organization in the world. 

REPORTS OF ZOA REPRES 71l'JTATIVE0 TO T1ill ACTI011S COi• ~ITTEE : 

Rabbi Miller in introducing these reports of ttc ten ay session be inning 

on August 24th, pointed out tho significance of the last two da.ys ·which coincided 

with tho publication of the UNSCOP report , and hu.il,1d the coalition Exc.,cutivo and 

the role of Amor lean Zionists in 1,1aintaining unity. 

Dr, Israel Goldstein : Dr . Goldstein spo~:c of tho role cf thG World Confederation 

of General Zionists at tho Actions Committee sossions ad the final achievement 

of a compromise solution which united opposini factions within tho Confederation 

on tho question of dissident ~oups, later so vi1g as a basis for oubsoquont 

unanimity in tho Executive and the ctions Co :lmittcc. 



Minutes - pa.ge 2 

He predicted growing strength a.nd influence for General Zionism, pointing 
out the appointment of a General Zionist comptrolJ.er and Keren Kayemeth board 
member, Nr. Oster. 

Dr, Emanuel Neumann: After a rising tribute and prolonged applause, Dr. Neumann 
thanked those of the organization who conducted the activities uninterrupted during 
the absence of the leadership. Commenting on the prestige which the ZOA and Gener
al Zionism gained by virtue of their standing ns the largest and lending delegation 
at Zurich, he cautioned against undue concern about attacks a -ainst the America.n 
delegation, characterizing such attacks as manifestations of inter-party relations 
engendered by resentment on the part of Mapui, which found itself supplanted by 1s 
as the dominant party. 

He revealed that the incontestable position of the General Zionist bloc by 
virtue of the la.rgost represent~tion in the last Congress made it :imperative that 
the coalition survive if the movement were to continue. 

The UNSCOP report, he said, had much to do with our emergence from the 
Actions Committee more tu1ificd nnd stronger than ever. 

Dr. Neumann revealed highlights of the behind-the-scenes work which played 
a great part in the issuance of the favorable majority report of UNSCOP and lauded 
the report as a conscientious and statesmanlike effort to reach a solution. He 
reminded his hearers, however , triat nine of the twelve million dunams proposed for 
the Jewish state consisted of lfogev wasteland, for which great parts of western 
Galilee were sacrificed in return. Warning ag .... inst optimism, he asked that vigi
lance be maintained lest even thj_s concension be pared down. He cautioned further 
against the reservation on the part o Great Britain on the implementation of any 
decision by the As.;embly. He statod t hat the official Zionist program aga:nst 
partition until reasonable proposals ucrc put forth by ~overrunents , not fellow 
Zionists, was vindicated. Ono groat hope in spite of some of the w0aknessos of our 
position, he pointed out, was the economic wealcness of the adversary, Great 
Britain, which would ultirnately strengthen ou~ position. 

In closing, ho reitorntod that the United States held the key to a favorable 
decision by the United Nations, without whom no support could be suBtained. 

AFTLRNO01J SESSIO J 

September 21st - 3 ?.M. 

C1airman Miller opened the meeting and called for a vote on the recommenda
tion of Dr. Sidney Marks that 31 districts within the Eastern Pennsylvania area be 
constituted as a region, hereafter to be known as tho Eastern Pennsylvania Region. 
The motion was passed without opposition and so ordered. 

REPORT OF ORG HIZATIOJ DEPART •~--T. JORLD ZIOUIST ORGA.-:'IZLTION 

Dr, Karl Lauterbach 

As head of this branch of t10 WZO , nurr1bering over two million Zionists 
throughout tho -,orld, Dr. Laut.Jrbach a.s .!-:ad tho ZOA whoso qunrtor million members 
constitute its larg0st bloc, to lend its influence towards th0 strengthening of the 
world movement, promising in roturn tho cooporo.tion of his department in the 
strengthening of the ZOA external program. 
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_nz __ s_·o,_.;;1_,.;u __ T __ r=oi .... i_o_N.._;:;T..;.;H.__.EP..,;;A;..}illJrrG o_F_i __ T_IT __ E __ Eo; __ r . ___ F_ro_RE_•_L_Lo _Jh.. LA GUARDIA 

After rising in respect of the memory of this friend oi' the cause, the 
session authorized the preparation of a resolution to be conveyed to the family 
of the deceased. 

CHICAGO ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

Motion was passed to refer the petition of the Chicago Zionist Organization 
numbering fifteen groups to be hereafter recognized us the Ch:Lca6o Zionist Dis
trict, to the Executive for report to the next Administrative Council Sess:i.on. 

REPORTS OF COMJ~ITTEES : 

J1'~F - Dr . Harris J . Levine 

Dr . Levine introduced, for ~1plomentntion by t1c body, resolutions a1 thoriz
ing the ZOA Jational Chairman on JNF to appoint a nntionn.l committee and district 
chairmen to carry out tho ZOA Fiftieth Jubilee year tract of 50,000 dunums of land 
in ales tine to be redeemed \Ii thin two years for Genei .. ~l Zion:\st settlements . 

He presente to Dr o Emc.nuel l!eurnann, Rabbi Irvinb Niller and Dre Sidney 
Marks J JF Golden Jubilee pins in ::10:nor of tl- eir services in this connection. 
Silver pins were awarded to each J!lember of the :~inistrative Council, in confi
de!1ce of tb.eir participation in the ZOA rcderir tion project. 

Questioned by Mr. .erman :leis1van for assu.ra:1ces that all such monies be 
specially earmarked to be forever ide11tifi.ed with the ZO.A., Dr . Levine replied that 
this would be the case . 

Dr . Levine ' s report was unanimously carried. 

Cultural and Education - l'lir. Leon :,. . I~oh..l'l, reporting for his Committee, introduced 
the following resolutions which were ado~ted: 

RESOLUTION m: STUDY OF ZIOj_;IST FUPC IO .S 
._,... ----- ----------

In view of the fact that the establishment of a JGwish State is now on the 
agenda of the United Nations -

Be it resolved by this Eational Administrative Council of the Zionist Organ
ization of unerica that a commission bo appointed to study the further develop
ments and intonsification chanies in policy and function of the Zionist move~cnt 
in this country. 

Uithout limiting the terms of reference, the .:~dministrative Council recom
mends to the Commission that it consider the following thou

0
hts , among others : 

That permanent Zionist aims have always ir.cluded the revival of t:e Jevtlsh spirit 
evcryi1horo and its inte6ration with tho Jowish renaissance in Erctz Yjsrael : That 
cultural work in the Ur:ited States will therefore be a permanent task of the 
Zionist Organization : and th .... t cultural und educational activity will always be 
central to the progrc.m and purpose of the movcmont • 

..ESOLUTION Qt SPI::CIFIC ACTIVITIES 

In vjcw of the preceding resolution, the rational Administrative Council of 
the Zionist Organization of America makes the following recommendations as 
desirable cultural activities for the present and immediate future : 
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1. That evcr~r Zionist meeting shall sound somo cnl tural note, such as 
the singinJ of Pa1estinian son~s und tho reading of a:')l)roprinte 
passa3es from the Bible or from the Zionist classics . 

2 . That fostering of a ·nowledge of Hebrew is the flmction of the 
Zionist Organization, and we therefore favor continuance of the 
subvention to the Eistadruth Ivrith to the extent financially 
possible ; and that we further recommend that the Zionist Organization 
of America demand greater participation in the affairs of the 
Histadruth Ivrith , so that its work may be aimed niore effectively 
at the larger Zionist public . 

J . That Hebrew education is primarily the work of congre_-;ations , Tnlr.1ucl 
Torahs , Yeshivlls , Rabbinical Schools, Teachers Institutes and .:ewish 
Centers endowed and orgnnized for that purpose . He recommend that 
Zionists in all localities influence these institutions and agencies 
in their Zionist orientation by active association with thoir 
management and direction . 

4. That we encourage exhibition of the cultural achievements of 
Palestine in .Am0rica by presenting to the Americnn pnblic such organ
izations as the PaJ.estine Philharmonic Orchestra., the 1 .ubima Pla:rcrs , 
and by exhibiting Pnlostinio.n wor~~s of art in tho cities o· this 
country. 

So Th~t the Hebrew lirts Comn!ittce be encolu'aged in its work. 

6. Thut the Orgc.nizution u cits best efforts to plD.ce Jewish books in 
Enn-lish in cvc~r Jowinh home . 0 <J 

RESOLTJ' ION OJJ THE PP :.GEiIT EDUC TI011 DEPARTi1E -T .,.,. ___ 

The Tutionul Administr~tivc Council comrnen 1s the Education Dopcrtmont of 
the Zionist Or[.;r_nizution of America und its Director , Co.rl l lpcrt , on tho rich 
and full progr:..m of activity which 1~s bc0n p1.'.:mned for the coming ;year, including 
the ostublishmont of an Enblish lrmbuu;;e Zionist thca.tre in this country, a.nc.! wo 
urge thut 1'ull bud~ctary pi·ovicions be r.1c..dc for this and all other cultural activi
ties of the or3anization 0 

f.Qlitical - Mr , Milton Silbermrm 

• political resolution in two pc.rts wcs introduced for cpproval by the body. 
The first, recording full sup ort of t'lO le dership of Dr . Emanuel J\ieumann and Dr . 
Abbu Hillel Silver, an of t 1 e roe of ZOA leadership in the Actions Committee in 
brinGing a.bout o. united front, was unanimously c .... rried. 

The second portion noted with satisfD.ction the UIJSCOP maj ori t,;r report, and 
usked the government of the Unj_ted 't tes to C"rry out is tradi tionul policy on 
Palestine through vigorous c.ction in the United Hations . The latter , following 
the terminology of the .ctions Committee resolution on the UN COP report , was , 
ufter consider~ble discussion unanimously carried as the best menns of expressing 
our stand wit1out nn en cn;ering commitment which would hamper negotiations in 
the United r.utions . 

Bud~et _and Fincnce - Mr, Milton Pollack 

In a report ndhering with some modifications to the financial report 
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presented to the Fiftieth Annual Convention, Mr. Polle.ck estimated a total expect
ed income of ::a, 00,000, ~i550,000 estimated from membership income, an estimated 
:)550,000 derived from Expansion Fund receipts and miscellaneous income of :~107 ,ooo, 
which includes o. )54,000 grant from the UPA. 

Estimated expenses were set at Jl,455,000, leaving a deficit of .~50,000. 
Recommending cuts in unullocated subventions of ~~5,000, of the Committee on Unity 
another ~;25,000 end a series of reductions in established subventions runounting to 
~~115 ,000, he esked thut the resulting deficit of :;67,000 be allowed to stand until 
uctuc.l experiences determine future budgetc.ry action. 

The budget was adopted with minor revisions. 

Announcing the division of the committee's activities into three phases -
Exp'".nsion Fund, Sr.ekel, and Membership -- Yu-. Cc..ploe culled upon Mr . I. J. C:;.plan, 
1'!ntionc.l Co-Cho.irmun of the Expansion Fund. He presented a resolution callin0 for 
the continua.nee of the Expansion Fund now kno\.m as the Ar,1ericnn Zionist 'und, us 
thc.t fiscal me~ns which supports the orgc.nizution's activities over o..nd o.bove 
membership funds. A goo.l of .)1,0001 000 was proposed and o.cce.c t cd. 

A further resolution was pc.ssod giving national sanction only to erico.n 
Zionist Fund, United Jewish Appecl end Jewish National E\md crunpuigns in the dis
tricts, with other drives to be cleured individuclly by the national office. 
(copies attached) 

A report by the Shekel Comrnittee was deferred until a future date. 

In keeping wit:~ the increased importance of membership during the United 
1ations discussions of Palestine and to celebr te t.e Fiftieth Anniversary of the 

ZOA, the coinmittee on membership moved the proclamation of an unprecedented member
ship campaign to be kno1-m as Roll C~l for the Jewish State, coupled with the re
enrolJ.ment of the maximum of the present membership. The motion was carried, and 
so ordered. (Resolution attached) 

Sunday, November 2, 1947 wus designated by the bo~y as Balfour Day, in 
commemoration of the Thirtieth iU"'.niversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declara
tion. All districts and regions were urged to mark the observance with special 
membership brenkfustsj public meetin~s and muss rallies designed to eain maximum 
support for the movement. 

1/ .Ii: " ll •~ .l_l 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT - Ui1-i 11 ADM. COUrCIL MEETI:G - 9/20/47 

This first meeting of the ational Administrative Council is an occasion 
for reflection and ovaJ.uation. Your delegates have just r Gturncd f rom the 
Zurich discusrdons and their re~ orts to "trou will ontain tho substanc ~: of these 

t, 

importa.nt clelibcrationo. I do __ eol it i!1cumhent to rcnrlcr my own brief observa-
tion on tho part ta~cen by your clclcgatcs and s everal who wore in consult~ tion 
with them. 

I· ic cy considered opinion that our President, Dr. Emu.nucl 1~cumann, wa s 
tlo loadinc architect of thc:-.ic diffic 1lt sessions . With outstardlng stutcsrn!J.11-
ship , ho woldud the various fractions and providod tho political fcr111ul r, whi h 
found such widespread a.nd general acceptancG a.nong conflicting vimrpointc . ·Je 
arc honored by his leadership . 

Dr . Silver provided the committee wi.th a so[trching anaJ.ysis of tho American 
Poli tic,_~l '"'Cone ,.nd ably lent his talents to tho dclibcra tions of the J cwish 
Agency Executive. 

Dr . Isr:icl Goldstein made a hiGtoricul contribution to our movement by his 
storJing a nd :minontl "tr fair cL0 i r manship of the Political Cornmi ttco. He coupled 
this work with u doter!'1ined b~i:_ding of th0 Uorld Con:'odoration of Gener '.J.l 
Zionists . 

Rabbi Miller delivered oncof the outstanding expositions t the sessions . 
His recital of tho contribi;tions made by tho Zionist Ore3.nization of America 
was thrilling. I m;_ght , dd t>-: .1... _ -J.s r obutt l o· sevo:cal untrue statements 
made at tho sess:Lons literally whittled the m~kcrs thereof to pygmy siz0 . 

Daniel Frisch --- well --- o.11 of tho dole~ tos --- did a brand job . They 
wore in every commi tteo --- not just placid onlookr]rs but working , debating, 
making constructive su gcstions ~nd offering business- like criticlsm. bo 
Krumbein was drafted by th0 Budget Co ni ttee o.s o.d riser" They necdod our help 
and it was gi vcn freely and •Ti th hurnili ty. 

I want to clos~ these brief rcriarks on Zuri h by saying that you should 
be very proud of your doloca tes . T11oy wore there to do 3. job - and they did 
it - hardworking and us o. team. Our r o]ations wit~1 IIadassah woro oxcollont. 

Tho respect accorded by all parties to our reprosonto.ti,es and the dis
tinguished service they r endered for you is n docidod complir110nt to tho z. o. A. 

While nany of your officers wore in Si.itze land, tho tusk of providing 
interim administration was pla ced into tho hands of a committee under the 
Chairmanship of Jacques Torczynor , consistj_ng of Joseph Greenleaf, Ch rlos Ress , 
Horman ,Jo isman, Mil ton Pollack and Mark Sugarman. Thooe men devot,xllJ applied 
themselves to their chores . My auvicos are that J £_cquos Tor .,zy.i1or provided di
rection and outsta.ndinrr ud? 1inistr:.t ~.,re ability to his office and ho and his Com
mi ttoe de servo tho pla 1di ts and co1 ncndn tion of the Orgc...niza tion. 

The opor2tion of tho Zionist Orcaniz~tion of nerica on the professional 
level is , at best, a difficult , norvc- r.:..cking undcrtak~.ng. ':y colleagues are 
highly trained and 0mincntly competent executives . It was therefo r e "',,Jith a 
feeling of security that thG opor:tions of our organization were entrusted to 
them. Ernest z. Barbaro.sh wi·t.h tho c..,. id o Manuel Posy and Niss Jon ic Michaels 
guv0 distinguished applico.tion to tho duties uhich arc norr..ally ·within my 
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province. The wor k of Herschel Auerbach, Carl Alpert , Henry Stern and Rabbi 
Unger together with our other executives and our clerical staff during this 
period proved the mHrits of teamwork , mutual consultation and iron- clad friend
ship. I want to cxpr0ss my deep thanks to them. I am privileged to be asco
cin.tcd with them. 

Ho arc now coming to tho close of 01r fiscal year and the beginning of tho 
new year . In many respects , it has been encouraging but in others there has been 
r1arked me~sure of disappointment. Our membership as of September 12 is 182,177 , 
of which 46,070 arG new members, r enewals numbo1 128, 053 , :Masada and B'nai Zion 
are 8, 054. Campaigns arc still under way for r cne\.ials which are lagging bn.dly 
and arc a matter of real concern to all of us . Thero is somethi.ng dofini tcly 
wrong when an aroused Jewry fails to r espond to the needs of the ·,1oment. i1...., 
members of this highest body in our organization, you must rcvim..J in your own 
minds where your regions and distr icts have been derelict in this important 
politic al undertaking. 

V.tr. Her schel Auerbach has been assigned to the Director ship of Membership 
and this Council in committee will discuss the a11bitious and imaginative plans 
which arc being suggested by the National Chairman, Iv.II' . Joseph Goldberg, and 
Mr. liucrbach. The str ength of this orgc:.nization, its i mpact upon tho American 
Political Scene, the tational and International Zionist Scene and on World Jewry 
stems , in lar ge part , from our numoricu,l strength - a _olitical weapon of tho 
greatest magnitude. Canpai';J1s , materials , ideas are of no avail unless you 
loaders will implement therr.. You have tho choice of providing the substance 
of membership for an effective instrument of di integrating tho ercatest Jewish 
organization in tho 1-mr ld ~.rhich was built through yrur own effort. It is your 
problem and you nrust f ace it. 

Our Expansion Fund efforts to dnto havo brought us$4 54,21+9 . 20 . Mr. Manuel 
Posy tolls us that we are working on tho col lection of numerous outstanding 
accounts . Many districts c..ro displaying the s u.me pattern of ~oncuct as in 
previous years . They withhold transmission of funds until the l r-~st moment. 
We are in need of those funds at this transitionnl pcr:i.od froL' one fiscal year 
to the other and you arc urged to so:1d in these outstanding accounts immediately. 

Campaigning in Memhorship and Expansion Fund for the Now Year has alraady 
been launched "by ;nany rogionc:- and districts . The Metropol:i.tan Zionist .F'und, 
Long Island, Southwest, JovI Engl~.nd, Chico.go , Bronx, Bal tirr.oro , which picked 
up approximatelJr 1000 now members in o. sin ,le excursion arc well on their way. 
Quotas "will be adopted by this Co ncil for both of those brr.nches of our work 
and we can expect your c0o_!)crc.1tion in this cruc •;.~1 per :od. 

Mr . Seymour Leibman ho.s been assi~ncd to the poot of Supervising Regional 
Director ~nd ho "will supph)nont and coordinate the work of your Regional Executive 
throughout tho country. 

Mr . Carl Alpert, our Educntional Director, tolls e of tho plans for a 
National Education Conference w_ich will bo discuss0d by your committee. His 
plans include u Tr vcling Pictorial Exhibition, a National Co~pc~ition of Dis
trict Bulletins and a spocinl ed~tion of tho latast alcst~niun songs. These 
arc all beyond the normal educational functions undertaken by that department. 

Our Palestine Buro ... u under Dr. · ernstcin, our C01mni tteo on ni ty under 
Rabbi Unger, arc in fino shape. 
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Milton Pollack , Mark Sugarman, Bernard Sineer , Henry Stern and the 
Finance Commi ttce a.re the guarantees of sound fisc al opcrr .. tion. The next year 
v1ill bo problem~tico.l - the elements of economic cycle, your m,:n membership and 
Expansion Fund efforts, the decisions taken by the United Jations and other facets 
provide sufficient problems in thc~sel ves . With your cooper tion, these can be 
surmounted and a strong finar cic.l position can be assured. 

I have deliberately plncod the subject of our public relations department 
at the very end of this report. 1.tJ ith due doferenco to nation- wide nows agencies , 
tho only complete coverage furnished to tho country and Zionists generally wns 
tho product of tho work of Ernest E. Barbarush and his colleagues. The r Lln
tively brief covcrarc given to him by Mendel Fish3r, my estcomcd colleague , and 
myself wore amplified nd broadcast tnrouehout the country. It was an outstannin[ 
piece of journalism. 

Tho releases , the ows-Roportor , the materials which are coming from that 
quarter give us pause for wonder. 

Mr. Harold Ribalow has been added to the staff of Mr. Bnrbarash. Ho expect 
that this addition will enhance our coverage of the United Jations . 

A very promising year of public r elations is in the offing. 

I wa.nt to conclude this r eport with a greeting to all of you on this New 
Year. Wo shall need couru.r;e and the 11 tough-mindodncos 11 of which JJ.r . I ,umann 
v.1rotc to all of you. This me..n Neumann and his offj_c ors 1,,1ill need tho fulsome 
and well- merited support which you can give to theL for the tasks we have ahead 
of us . Lctusmake this final effort in the spirit ofnewconsecration. What love 
we bear to tho cc.use of Zion , what esteem we hold this very grcn.t Zi onist, 
Dr . Emanuel Neumann, and his colloo.r,uos , is sufficient incentive for this dedi
cation. You will not fo.il Jewry now. 



RESOLUTION ON BALFOUR DAY OBSERVANCE 

The National Administrative Council of the Zionist Organization of 

America hereby resolves that Sunday, November 2, 1947 the 30th An

niversary of the issuance of the Balfour Declaration be appropriately 

observed by all Districts and Regions of the Zionist Organization of 

America --

That such observance take the form of a special membership effort 

designed to bring to realization the original aim of the Balfour 

Declaration -- the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine. 

The Council calls upon all Districts and negions of the ZOA to hold 

membership breakfasts on Balfour Day followed by intensive enrollment 

activity on the part of every member of the orgnnization. The Council 

further urges Districts and Regions in major cities to mark the observance 

of Balfour Day by the holding of appropriate public meetings and mass 

rallies designed to gain further support for our cause . 

* * * 

Unanimously adopted 



RESOLUTTOI ON MOBILIZATION_FOR A.._:TE1I1SH STATE 

Taking cognizance of the present meeting of the General Assembly of 

the United Nations which will consider the problem of Palestine, 

Calling attention to the program of our movement as enunciated in 

the Political Resolution here adopted, and 

Noting that this year marks the 50th Anniversary of the founding 

of the Zionist Movement of the Zionist Organization of America --

The National Administrative Council of the Zionist Organization of 

America therefore proclaimsa special membership campaign to be 

launched immediately as a "role call for a Jewish State" or such 

other slogan. The Council calls upon all Jews 18 years of age or 

over in this country to enroll all members immediately as members 

of the organization and thus to demonstrate their adherence to our 

cause and their solidarity to our leadership in the presentation of 

our case before the United Nations. The Council further urges the 

immediate reenrollment of all former members and further urges the 

constituent regions and districts to take the necessary steps to carry 

this campaign through to its ultimate successful conclusion -- the 

realization of a Jewish State in Palestine. 

* * * 



Part~ 

This Administrative Council takes cocnizanco of the rvsolutions 
adopted by the 50th Annual Ju iloe Convention of the Zioni,:,t Organization 
of America calling for the continuance of tho Jmerican Zionist Fund 
(z. o.A. Expansion Fund. ) 

WHEREAS, it is recognized that tho American Zionist Fund is the 
fiscal means that provides for an extensive program of activities over and 
above that provided by the membership funds of our organization, and 

WHEREAS, anticipated membership income will provide butoDa--thir d 
of the 1947-48 budgetary requirements of the organiz~tion which will total 
approximately $1 , 500 , 000 . 00 . 

BE IT RESOLVED that the American Zionist Fund be directed to 
raise from tho constituency of the z . o. A. tho sum of $1,000,000. 00 during 
the coming year. 

Resolution #4 

WHEREAS, the National e;oal sour,ht by ·he American Zionist Fund 
can be real izod only if the districts and r egions acc ,Jpt their equitable 
and proportionate share of tho Nc ... tionnl ,c>oal, and 

WHEREAS , any district or reg on defa lting on its just obligation 
will cause uneven distribution of responsibility amone the other regions 
and districts , 

Res£1ution #3 

WHEREAS, this National Administrative Council notes the increas
ing number of fund- raising and other actiritios outsi<le the orbit of the 
z . o.A. on behalf of causes and institutions not directly related with the 
work of the z.o .. carried on by some districtc ancl r oeions , thereby causing 
a diss ipation of activities among our constituent districts and regions and 
relegated primary objectives of tho or ~anization to secondary importance, at 
tho oxponso of our O\•m Am rican Zionist 1!11nd &nd tho Na tionsl funds , 

BE IT RESOLVED that districts or regions which without cause, 
default upon their obligations to the Americ n Zionist Fund, be reported to 
the attention of the National Executive Committee for such action as that body 
may deem appropriate 

BE IT RESOLVED that tho Amurican Zionist Fund, after consultation 
with districts and r egions, advise all constituent units of their equitable 
and proportionate share of the National goal . 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Amer ican Zionist Fund, after con
sultation vith districts and regions, advise all constituent units of their 
equitable and proportionate share of the National goal . 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ldministr~tivc Council reaffirm 
the resolution adopted by the National Executive Committee which provides 
that the only campaigns which may be conducted by the z. o. A. districts arc : 
American Zionist Fund, United Jewish Appeal and Jewish Nation 1 Fund. Any 
other drive which may be embarked upon as an official project of the district 
must be report .d first to the National office and not cornnenccd until clear
ance is obtained. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this rcsol11tit:>n be rYivon wide distribution 
throughout the districts und regions of tho Zionist Orcanization of A .crica. 



MINUTES OF H~ETING OF THE NATI01iAL EXECUTIVE COMMIT'l'EE HELD ON 

WEDNE§QAY, OCTOBER ft._1947.a JIO'l'.i~L _B.!_L'll10RE,,J_JEW YOHKJ. __ AT 8 P.M. 

PRESIDING: Dr. Emanuel Neumann, President 

PRESENT: Rev. Martin Adolf, Benjamin E. Browdy, Abe R~ Cohen, Sol Cohen, 
Benjamin Doft, Louis A. Falk, John J. Fo;c, Ben Friedman, Daniel Frisch 
Irving Galt, Ben Zion Ginsburg, I.R. Goodman, Jack Goodman, Samuel • 
Goldstock, Ben E. Gordon, Joseph Greenleaf, Paul Kaminsky, Robert 
Lagunoff, Boris Margolin, Milton Pollack, Abe Redelheim, Jacob 
Richman, Dr. Morton Robbins, Jochanon Rudavsky, Dr. Hyman Silver, 
David Spiegel, Dowey Stone, Mark Sugarman, Wm. Sylk, I.S" Turover, 
Morris Weinberg, Herman Weisman, and Dr. Sidney Marks, Executive 
Director. 

Guests: Meir Hartman, Zvi Herman, Wm~ Kapelman, Dr~ Leo Lauterbach, Dr. 
Theodore Lewis, Dr. Harris J. Levine, Louis Schwefel, and Joseph 
Sternstoin. 

Staff: Carl Alpert, Herschel Auerbach, 2rnest Barba.rash, Dr. Si~on Bernstein, 
M;Z. Frank, Yale Goldberg, Leon Ilutowicz, Itzhak Karpman, Franz 
Katz, Jenn Michaels, Manuel Posy, Eugene Sattler, Hen1--y Stern and 
R1bbi Jerome Unger. 

Dr. Neumann welcomed several of our friends from ab1~~d: Dr. Leo 
Lauterbach, of the World Zionist Organization, Mr. Heir Hartman, Director of 

Mifde Haezrachi in Palestine, and Mr. Zvi Hcrl!le.n, r ,Jprosenting Haoved Hazioni 

and Hanoer Hazioni •. 

REPORT OF EXECLJTIVF, DIRJ;CTOR 

The succinct but comprehensive r eport of the Executive·Director ls 

attached for your information~ 

REPORT 0.LJ PURCHASE OF BUILDING 

Dr. Neumann stated that this was really a special meeting in order 

to present an urgent and important item of business in relation to the 
proposal for the purchase.of a building for our organization. 

Mr. Mark Sugarman, National Treasurer, rnado a detailed and careful 

analysis of the proposed building to be purchased for the ZOA. He pointed 
out the necessity for the securing of more adequate facilities to house our 

various activities which are now scattered throughout the City resulting in 

loss of efficiency and the payment of rentals over many years which could 

have been applied toward the cost of purchane and operation of our own 

building. 

After a thorough exploration of the situation, the building 
committee reco~cndcd the purchase of two connecting Luildings at 225 -
227 West 57th Street and 1780 Broadway. A detailed discussion of the 
buildings as they are, and a comprehensive discussion of tho possibilities 

of alt0ration and i mprovement for our use was proscntod by Hro Sugarman. 

Mr. Su~arm.an also cntorod into the financial aspects of the 
proposition in detail, and pointed out in his report t he possibilities of the 

assumption by the organization of these responsibilities, and the advantages 

of ~uch an i nvestment. 

Following the presentation of Mr. Sugarman1 s r0port there was a lcneth; 
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discussion by Mr. I. s. 'rurover, Dr. eumann., Mr. Jack Goodman, Mr. Abe R. Cohen, 
Mr. Mil ton Pollack, 11r O Herman Weisman, Dr. Harris J. LG vine, Mr. Benjamin Doft, 
Mr. Morris Weinberg, and Dr. H~11nan Silver. The discussion resulted in the follow
ing resolution offered by Mr. Herman Weisman: 

"I move that we accept the report presented by Mr. Sugarman; that this 
board authorize the acquisition of these buildings u:-,on details not less advan
taeeous than those set forth in tho report, and that the President be requested to 
appoint a committee with full power to carry out the resolution, includine the 
power in the committee to retain such counsel, who should not be a member of the 
committee, usine their own discretion. 

The motion was seconded. Some discussion ensued durine which Dr. Neumann 
pointed out that the motion constituted authority to purchase the buildines, but 
it is not mandatory. 11he resolution was passed unanimously, and Dr. tTeumann ap
pointed Mark Sugarman., Hm. Sylk, Ascociate 'rreasurer, and Herman Weisman as the 
Sub-Committee, vith fu.ll power to carry out the resolution in association with 
Milton Pollack as attorneJr and advisor., including our Finance Officers. The 
committee was directed to seek such other advice as they may deem fit. 

Dr. Neumann closed this iMportant matter on our aGenda with an expre~sion 
of the appreciation and gratification of himself and the organization to Mr. Sugar
man for his great trouble and pains in tho finding of a building. 

INNER COMMITTEE 

Dr . Neumann recornnended that the Inner Cammi ttee be composed of those 
who served last year and who are in a position to serve this year, as well as 
those appointed this year. In addition, he -suec;,estod Hm. Sylk, Mendell Selig and 
Dewey Ston0 . He recommended further that the Chairman of the Buildine Fund, if 
such is established, b0 made a member ex-officio of the Inner Committee. He 
further sug~ested that Mr. Daniel Frisch serve as Vice Chairman of tho Inner 
Committee . 

Mr. Israel Goodman moved the acceptance of Dr . Neumann's sugeestions. 
The motion vas seconded and passed unanimously. 

The Inner Committee is co1posed of the following: 

Daniel Frisch, Joseph !·!o Greenleaf, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Abraham 
Goodman., Rabbi Irving Miller, Milton Pollacks DuweJr D. Stone, Charles Ress, Mark 
Sugarman, Jacques Torczynor, Hermc.n Woisman

1 
Dr. Emanuel J. ieumann, Rabbi Jerome 

Unger, Mendell Selig, and William Sylk. 

REPORT OF EUROPEAN TRIP OF DATIEL FRISCH 

Dr . Neumann called upon Yrr. Frisch to re; ort on his visit to several 
countries abroad before his de~arture for an important Zionist mission in the 
Argentine. 

Mr . Frisch spoke eloquently of the heartbreaking experience he had in 
visiting the scene of Jewish devastation abroad... He .i.·efr.:-dned from goin6 into de
tails in order that he might give his attention to impor~~nt matters that he de
sired to brine to the attention of the National Executive 0 
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The first of these was his vivid description of the establishment of 
a fishing village by a sraall group of General Zionists in the little town of 
Fano near Rome. Italy~ lie earnestly recommended that the ZOA undertake the 
matter of granting subventions to this group of General Zionists in order to 
enable them to continue the wholesome enterprise in which they are engaged. 
The Hachshara in Fane requires subvention of $20.000 in order to build another 
boat for its purposes, and an additional subvention of $4,000 to meet a deficit 
incurred, and to enable the group to continueo He presented the discussion that 
he had with Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and with Dr. Joseph Schwartz of JDC in Paris, 
and recommended that the ZOA ca:~lethe Qllil of $2,000 to this General Zionist group. 

After considerable discussion, Rev. Adolf moved the allocation of 
$21 000. The motion was seconded. It was subsequently amended to include the 
following statement: 11 That for the purpose of bookkeeping that the money be 
sent and be applied against the funds set aside in the budget for this specific 
purpose." The motion was passed unanimously. 

The matter of the additional subvention for the building of a boat 
for the Fane Hachshara was referred to the Inner ComDit t ee for further study 
and report back to the Executive Committee with appropriate recommendations. 

MEIR HARTMAN 

Mr. Meir Hartman, Director of ·'iiifde liaezrachi in Palestine, spoke in 
Yiddish and urged upon the Z.0eA. every possible support for General Zionists 
in Europe and General Zionist projects in Palestine. 

In the discussion following Mro Hartman's presentation, the matter of 
the establishment in Palestine by General Zionists of the housing project Shikkun 
Ezrachi was discussedo This matter was referred to the Inner Committee with the 
recommendation that Dro iiarris Jo Levinei who took part in the present discus s ion, 
should be invited to attend this meeting. 

REPORT OF DR. NEUMA.Nli o~- THE POLITICAL SITUATION 

Following the transa.ction of the business before the Executive Con:mitte~ 
Dr. Neumann gave a comprehensive analysis and discussion of the political situ.w 
ation as it exists at the present. 

The following are salient excerpts from Dr. · eu.mann1 s address: 

"From such information e.s we have, we are confident that there is a 
substantial majority today, in the United ations, favoring the acceptance of 
the majority report of the United ~ations Special Committee on Palestine proposinc 
the termination of the British Uandate and the establishment of a Jewish and an 
Arab State. It has strong support among the countries of Latin America, Western 
Europe and even among the ~ritish Dominions. There is also considerable support 
for it among the Slav States, as is indicated by the st~tements already made by 
Poland and CzechO$lovakia. The only definite opposition that has developed thus 
far, comes from the Arab nnd Moslem States. In these circumstances it is clear 
that a two-thirds majority in favor of this solution is definitely attainable. 
Whether or not a two-thirds vote will actually be cast, now depends almost 
entirely upon the attitude of the U.S. Government and the American delegation. 
It lies in their hands. They can make it, they can break it. 
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11Assuming a :positive outcome in the Assembly, the J ewish Agency for 
ralestinewillbeconfronted immediately with formidable tasks ,,,hich will brook no 
delayo We must proceed on the assumption t hat the Britis .. Government intends to 
carry out its responsibilities as Mandatory and inaugurat e an early withdrawa.l 
of its administration and military forces from Palestine. It is reported that 
such wi thdra:wn.l may begin as early as next January. 

11 In these circumstances, we are confronted with the necessity of planning 
along the following lines: 

1. The organization of a Provisional Jewish Administration to take over 
the functions of administration in the Jewish State as quickly as such functions 
will devolv,e upon it. Such a Provisional Jewish Administration must be so con
stituted that it will be able to take over, in due course, full executive power 
as the provisional government of the Jewish State. 

2. The establishment of an adequate force with all necessary equipment 
to be available at an early date to be placed at the disposal of United ations 
for maintaining public security and ensuring implement~tion of United Nations 
decisions. Such a potential force already exists in the Haganah numbering some 
70,000 men. Eut immediate steps will be required to develop its full potentinlity, 
especially with respect to tra ined a.nd experienced officers and certain t ;,rpes of 
equipment. 

3. Special fin~ncial res ources wi ll be r equired over and above the 
funds normally available to the Jewish Agency., rlhil -. the new Jewish o.nd Arab 
States will be entitled to interno..tional assista ce during the ea.rly period of 
their existence, there will be needed immediately during the transition period, 
however brief, substantinl sums to go forward with the estnblishment of the 
Provisional Jewish Administrntion co:pable of discharging its manifold resnonsibili• 
ties. It may therefore be necessary to launch a Jewish liri.tionnl Lof\n, a 11 Freedom 
Loan, 11 as was done by De Valera ev€n prior to the establishment of the Irish Free 
State. 

11 I am confident that tho Jews of America stand prepar ed now as in the 
past, to give the Jewish Agency and the Jewish community in Pn.lestine every 
assistance in their power, in connect i on with the ne:,, situat i on , nd new tnlks 
which will confront us. I om genuinely proud of wh~t Aner~ca~ Zionists are 
doing o..nd have done for several yeo..rs in the past. 11 

After a brief discussion of questions nsked of Dr. icum nn by members 
of the Executive, the meetine wns o.djou.rned at 11~30 P ... 

Respectfully submitted 

Rabbi J rome Unger 
Acting Executive Director 



EXECJ'TIVZ DIRECTOR'S REPORT· OF OCTOBZR ~~ 1241.. 

My somewhat brief report tonight may be t ermed cumulative. Tho 
proximity of tho last adl.~inistrative council ~bviat cs the need for a more 
extended discussion. 

We are really at tho vGry beginning of our year's work0 Every department 
is embarking on its planned program. We have every confidence that the 
results 1,,;ill justify our efforts.· 

Dr. Neumann is keeping his steady and sure hand on the day to day work 
of the organizatioP. He is a comfort and a help to all of us. 

Mr. Frisch has returned and provided his ever-ready help for us. He 
ia leaving for a six week tour to the Argentine. 

Rabbi Ailler has provided a most excellent administrative council 
meeting and tho delegates responded to its sti-.,ulus. 

I want to extend a most hearty welcome to our worthy colleagues from 
Palestine, Dr. Leo Lauterbach, Mr. Zvi Horman and Mr. Heter Hartman~ 

Our education plans are ambitious. We now h9.ve a functioning education 
committee under Rabbi Gordis. It will hold its first meeting towards the 
end of this month. A course on political orientation is being conductod for 
z. :o·. A~ speakers by Harry Torczyner, our National Chairoan of the Committee 
for Political Information. We arc publislli1g an edition of tho la.test words 
and music fron Palestine for distribution to our districts. Tho Palestine 
Year Book, Volume III ls goi:ag to press. Four ::uoro young people, General 
Zionists, are going under our auspices, to Palest ine to spend a year ~f study 
with the Jewish Agency. Wo arc exploring tho feasibility of launching 
an American Zionist Theatre. I am also happy to r eport that wo h~vo 
completed plans for the now subscription oagazino. The American Zio~ist 
Review which is expected to be published in January. 

Mr. Alpert, our education director, indicates that those arc merely 
recent dcvelopnents. It speaks woll for these 0fforts. 

Our Public relations dcpartTicnt is going to press with tho next issue 
of the News-Reporter. The excellent comments whlch greeted the past few 
issues, the production of posters, dep~rtmental prouotion materials, tho 
various releases to tho press, the stop-up of general public relations makes 
tho lot of Mr. Barbarash and his associates not an easy one. 

It is interesting to note the labors of our Palestine Bureau. Dr. 
Bernstein tells me that our availe.blo visas arc just about o)fhaustcd and a 
now rcquost for additional certificates arc being made. Many Anerican Jews 
arc determined to go to Palestine and that is the best answer we can give 
to Atab throats. 

Our finance arm is extending its work. Hr. Stern has his dopartmcnt 
well in hand. The reports by .. •!r o Pollack and Mr. Sugarman were highly 
cotlIIlondod for their business-like approach. They will impart to you on the 
explorations for additional space and tho availabilit.v of a building. Mr. 
Pollack has everyone of th~ Finance Sub-Committee busy at work with business 
details that spell economy and efficiency for our worko 
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The Unity Committee for Palestine is studying the American scene for 
the continued value of its efforts at this time. Rabbi Unger has called 
a conf0rcncc of the officers of this committee and a report will be 
forthcoming. They arc proceeding with cconomcal caution at this time. 

The fields of Membership and American Zionist Funds 9.ro being constantly 
tilled. Wo arc now on the throshhold of ovar-new annug,l efforts. 

Willy Nordwind, our National Life Hembership Chairoan, is linking tho 
campaign with our Expansion Fund contributors of j100. or more. 

Mr. Joseph Goldberg and Mr. Auerbach inform mo that tho Balfour Day 
drive has captured tho imagination of our Districtso Dr. Neumann sent 
letters for action to our Dixtricts and Regions and tho avalanche of 
telegrams and letters pledging their support and accepting quotas is very 
oncour3.ging. New and vivid membership posters have been prcp:irod by Mr. 
Barbarash1s department, the Roll Call petitions are at tho printers• und 
will be distributed within the week, a halfhour broadc~st over WoM.C.Ao on 
Balfour Day with breakfasts in New York City launching the second wave of 
efforts are roadyo The country at l~rgc will have recordings of Dr. 
Neumann and excerpts of Dr. Silver's address for their momborship efforts. 
Our New York work in nombcrship is being pressed 2nd coordinatod for un
precedented efforts by Ye.le Goldborg 0 The sampliilgs of districts through
out the country show that there is heavy ro-onrollmento 

The Shekel Canpaign is ~lready receiving the expert attention-of 
Jacques Torczynero We arc setting up ours eloton structure and will 
intensify these efforts w:i. thi·1 the next aonth. I am happy to report that 
Mr. Charles Ross w~s rc..cloctod unanimously as Chairman of the N:itional 
Shekel Board. 

Our American Zionist Fund efforts arc vary gratifyingo Mondol Selig 
and Manny Posy have already secured voluntary acceptances of quotas froo 
more than half the country and are negotiating with tho balan~e. This is 
a departure fron tho previous practice of imposed quotas. We arc winding 
our late campaigns in the Southwest and tho West Coaste Tho Now England 
Zionist Chest is working on its allocation to us. 

If our ncmborship will kodp its convention promises and supply the 
wherewithal which in good p3.rt could have co,1e from increased membership 
duos, we will have a year of well financed and oost s1tisfactory activity. 

I trust that the next report will cont~in an even noro oncour~ging 
picture 0 We ws.nt to assure you of tho constant application of our officers 
and staff to tho vital tasks at hand. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
Executive Director 
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NE './LY ELECTED :1EMBERS OF THE Ni~TION ~1 EXECUTIVE cot TTEE 

ZIO ·JIST ORGi NIZATIO OF LiliERICl 

Rev . 1 rtin l dolf , P~t crson 

.1.~brahom Berkowitz , Birminghnm 

Benjnrnin Bro~dy , Brooklyn 

Abrnhnm Cohen, Pittsburgh 

So l Cohen , Richmond Hill , L. I . 

Benjamin Doft , Lawr ence , L. I . 

John J . Fox , Hnrtford 

Ben Zion Ginsb er g , Chicago 

Rabbi Robert Gordis , RocknNuy Perk , L. I . 

Jo seph W. Greenleaf , i t . Ver non , N. Y. 

Joseph Goldberg , :'!orccster 

Samuel Goldstock , Pittsburgh 

I . R. Goodman , St . Louis 

Jack Goodmun, Brooklyn 

Bcnjomin Gordon , Teaneck , N. J . 

Mo r ris Jncobs , Detroit 

Ednrund Koblenz , i lb ny 

Julius Livingston, Tulsa 

David Moskowitz , Bronx 

Boris ~ rgolin , New York 

Judge Hyman J . Reit , New Yo rk 

Dr . fort on Robbins , Na shun , N. H. 

Johanon Rudovsky , Brooklyn 

Alb ert Schiff , Columbus , O. 

Dr . Hyman Silver , Bronx 

David Spiegel , Brooklyn 

Dewey Stena, Brockton, Mass . 

Rudolf Sonnebor n, New York 

Jncqu s Tore zyner , New Yo rk 

I. s. Turovcr , W shington , D. C. 

Morris 1 einb rg , New Yo r k 

Hermon r eisman, Scnrsdale , N. Y. 

Robbi Simon Greenberg , Philadelphia 

Poul Kaminsky , e1 York 

Judge H rry Kolodner , Philadelphia 

The incoming pres id .nt and the fotionnl '-dministr ¼tive Council were author
i zed to name ndditionnl .. embers of the Nntionnl Executive • 

. , . ,, ,, 
=/Hr,·r1F,imr,1 




