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ZIONI T ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 4 l EA 'T 42nd TREET • E YORK 17, N. Y . 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Bessie Kline 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: July 9, 1947 

Dr. Sidney Marke 

Many thanks to the present secretary of the Past President for 

her letter dated ~uly 7th. I am having the bill audited and a check 

will be forwarded to you. 

My kindest personal regards. 

SM:dh 

....... vo 
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41 EAST 42~P STREE'l' 

NEWYORK J7.N.Y. 

July 10, 1947 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohle 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I have the honor and priii.lege of n tifying you that 
you have been elected as a Past President at the 50th Annual 
Convention of the Zionist Organization of America. 

Please accept my heartiest con~atulations and best 
wishes. 

If I can be of any assistance to you, in any respect 
whatsoever, please do not hesitate to call upon me. 

My kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yo 

f 

Dr. 
Executive Director 

SM:dh 

G Z O A f[ fBrR HIP I L L TRF , TH r 1. 

C_..BLC AOORE:S5 

ZIONISTS 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMl-:RIC.\ • 11 L \:'iT l.!1111 . THEET NEW YORK 17, • 

.. IORA~ltlJ~I 

TO: Dr. bb Hillel Silver 
DATE: uly 24, 194 7 

FHOM: Dr. Sidney ark~ 

'UBJ.ECT: COPY OF CA .LEGR '1 

JERUSALE1 July 23, 1947 

NEUMA N 

AT'IENDED P.GENCY E-'Tt'CUTIVE TlSTERDAY RE I T D CCESSFTi LY GOLDS PROF SAL 

C fA GE AT 1Et.TING TO r ESTINE STOP iSCRIB D Z A C NVE1'TIO AS STROUC 

!JEMOHSTRATI01i CONFIDE rcE SI VER LEADERS ~p 0TO 1XPRES~D URGENCY COALITICJN 

SP IT tND FACT OTHERWISE Il AIR S LIDARITY IOI IST -1: RALE CO STITUENCY WH ... CH 

I DISPE.:SABLE ASSET FACE DIFFICULTY STOP SUGGESrED AME.RICA ZIONIST PREFERABLY 

YOU OR ,)ILVER PARTICIPATE C NFERENCE EUROPEAN ZIONIST FEDERATI NS MIDDLE 

AUGUST 

GOLDSTEIN 
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41 EAST 42~ STREE'r 

NEW YORK J7. N.V. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sil wr 
R. r. D. 1 
lorthport, L. I. 

Dear Dr. Silwrs 

July 24, 1947 

Many thank• tor your letter dated July 22nd. 
I wu delighted torecein the enolonre tor l].00. I 
a aclcnovledging reoeipt to Mr. Friedlander. 

The Bew Reporter did•~ ud I aa aurpriaed 

that you ban Dot reoeiftd a copy. l aa sending 011e to 

JOU maediately. 

Mt k1nc1Nt pereonal regards and pleue extend 

tha to the taa:117. 

SM/M 

Z O , 1 1 E i\f H r R H I P ~ I L L • T R E 1 T 11 E l u 

CAl!II.. AOOR SS 

"Z I ON ISTS 

C A , E 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 41 EA 'T 42n«l STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

~•110 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
DATE: July 31, 1947 

FROM: Dr. Sidney Marls 

SUBJECT: 

I am in receipt or a co1111l\UUcation from our Northvest Regional Directer 
in vhich he writes Jl8 a cenfidential nete vhich reads as follevs: 

"As vas mentiened to Mr. Posy durihg his visit to Sacramento, that 
city's ref•rnt pulpit has for the past year beeh occupied by Rabbi I. 
R•usman, formerly ef Portland, Orepn. 

Rabbi Housman came to Sacramento after occupying a duration pulpit in 
Rabbi Berkovitz• Temple in Pertland., and with a very good reputati•n 
as an active Zi•nist and effective speaker en eur behalf. 

Since arriving in Sacrament., Rabbi HouSlll&n has not only failed to 
co perate in any tangible vay vith the Sacramento District, but bas 
at times been involved in actions which caused many sincere Zionists 
to seriously doubt his 1 yalty to our case. (Jerry Unger knovs so•­
thinc or this). In so far as Rabbi Housman is suppesed to be a 
pretege of Dr. Silver's, even to the point of having been recomnended 
to his first pulpit by him, our friends in Sacramento feel very stroncl7 
that Dr. Silver could do a let of good vith a casual inquiry- as to h•v 
much he has found it possible to do for Zionism in his nev location". 

May I have your advices in these respects. 

My kindest personal regards. 

y 
SM:dh 



/.IONIST Oft(;ANIZATION o•· AMUUI :.\ 11 I. \ -iT ~ ' n T E :T • ~E\\ YORK 1-

"CO: 

fo'HOII: 

. l(t llA~lt • 

Hembers • of t!1e National Administrative 
Council , National Executive Committee , 
Ilegional mid Di;-trict Presidents and 
Secretaries 

Dr. Sidney Marks 

I ATE:Aucust 1 1 194 7 

SUBJi:t.:f: 
nesistance in Palestine 

Amon~ a nmnber of other items of major :iJnportance which we:.-·A discussed and 
acted upon at our recent Fiftieth Annual Convention was the Gubject of --Towish 
resistance in Palentine . Hhi]e the prococdinrs of tho Convention will be fully 
recorded in The Now Pal estine Nows Reporter, I should lil:o to tal:c this particu­
lar moans to call to your attention tho discussion c.nd decisions with renpect 
to resistance . 

Sever al hours of f r ank , f orthright and der10c1"a tic discussions , almost ex­
clusively from the floor of t:10 Convention , were devoted to a discussion of 
the resolution on this subject , The decision , adopted ovorwhclm:.nzly , re­
affirmed "the position ta.wn by the Zionist Gon~ross in unqualified repudia­
tion and unrestricted condemnation of those acts of violence con.ai tted by 
dissident groups within tho Y:Lshuv in defiance of tho policies l aid down by 
the r esponsible Jewish authorities in Pa ostinc . 11 

In consonance with editor ials , releases , directives and other indications of 
ZOA policy durin6 t he entire year , the resolution furtlwr pointed out that 
while " tho fundamental cause of such acts is the mood of oppression growing 
ou.t of th0 cruel , bruto.l and opprcsf;ivo acts of the Mandatory Government ••• 11 

It was ncvcrtl1oloss necessary to conderim "Tho anarchic activity of these 
dissident groups as indofcnsi.blc and f r aught with disastrous consoqucncl;s . 11 

Tho resolution closed with a call upon the Zioniots in Amorica " to withhold 
mor al and financial assistance f r ou any persons ur groups i.1 this country 
acting or purporting to act on their behalf . 

At the sarac time , Dr . Emanuel Neumann , speaking as tho nculy elected Presi­
dent of the ZOA , made it clear that the Orgo.nizatioL stood u11qualifieJly 
and without reservations behind tho Ha3anah , uhi.ch it recocnl zed an tho 
lcgi tir.1ate po ople I s army of the Yishuv. Amo r:icun J OWi'Y , 10 added , re cognizod 
t he her oic though unpublicized constructive achicvomontn of tho IfaGanah in 
rescuing refugees f r om Europe and in promoting tho internal nccl;.ri ty of the 
Yis11uv, and would continue -- and expand -- assi::;tance to this org--'.11ization. 

Thero was little doubt of t he mood and spirit of tho Convention which may 
:Jer~1aps be sumr.m.rizcd thus : Complete ap:)r oval of and confidoj1co in the 
Ho.~anah; condemnation of tho campaign uf violence which the dissident under­
grounds , Irgun and Stern gr oup , are conducting on t~1cir ovm responsibility in 
violc.tion of national discipline ; and repudiation of groups in this countr y 
which seek to capitalize on th.c situation for questionable purpose . 



- • 

-2-

. .. 
All American Zionists are called upon to act in accordance with the letter 
and spirit of this resolution. Much confusion has been caused by the sen­
sational publicity and propaganda carried on by various frontorganizations, 
such as the American League for a Free Palestine, the so-called Political 
Action Committee for Palestine and the so-called Palestine Resistance Fund, 
all of which stand outside the organized Zionist movement and are in no way 
responsive to the World Zionist Congress and its directives. Some of them 
purport to act in the interests of the Irgun or the Stern group. \Jhether 
such relations exist or not, their activities in this country are becoming 
increasingly harmful to the Zionist cause. 

In view of the resolutions of the Uorld Zionist Congress and of our O\l?l 

National Convention, it is a serious breach of Zionist discipline on the 
part of any district or individual member to associate himself in any way 
with these groups or give them any .·ind of support, moral or financial. On 
the contrary, it is an immediate duty on the part of all regions and districts 
to use all appropriate means to enlighten our membership and the general public 
on this question; to spread correct information recarding the Haganah on the 
one hand and the dissident ~roups on the other and to carry on vigorous efforts 
to check the harmful activities of the front organizations we have referred to • 

. Further information on these matters will be made available through our official 
organs and in other forms. 

I give you this summary for your information and guidance. 

~{y kindest personal regards. 

SM: dhl 



• 
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MU 2•32015 

41 EAST 421!1! STREET 
NE,\T YORK 17', N. V. 

To: ALL REGIONAL AND DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 
MEMBERS OF NATIONAL AIMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 
MEMBERS OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE C<HC:TTEE 
MEMBERS OF ALL NATIONAL COltMITTEEti 

Dear Friend: 

October 16, 1947 

The Soviet-Russian statement on Palestine which followed 

CABLE ADDRIESS 

ZIONISTS 

in substance the stand taken by the United States, has made the prospects 
of securing a two-thirds majority in the Assembly for the Majority UNSCOP 
report very bright indeed. Palestine has becane the only issue on which 
these tuo major powers are in agreement and the Jewish State may yet be 
the link which will ease the tension that now exists between these great 
countries. 

While the first major battle has been won, the final hurdle 
ha.a yet to be crossed. Our leadership which has with such magnificent 
and zealou~ direction led the fight for the Jewish State at the U.N., 
is still facing great and arduous tasks. There are yet many major details 
such as geographic modifications, implementation, transition administration 
and others to be settled even after the Report will have been adopted in 
principle. Powerful elements within and outside the U.N. are working to 
nullify our gains and to delay indefinitely a favorable decision. 

The statement on Palestine delivered by Herschel V. Johnson 
at Lake Success on Saturday, marks an important milestone and may well 
prove of great historic significance. So far as the basic solution 
proposed by the Majority of UNSCOP, our Government has come out for it 
definitely and unequivocally. It has also intimated its readiness to 
cooperate 1~ carrying out a United Nations program in Palestine during 
the transition peFiod. Of great significance is the warning given to 
the Arab States to refrain from force or threat of violence which violate 
the charter of the United Nations and their duty as member states. 
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It is on the whole, an emphatic reaffirmation of the 
traditional official policy of the U.S. and gives ground for hope 
that the administration, the State Department and the American 
Delegation to the United Nations will new exercise leadership in 
bringing about a definite and favored outcome. 

All fears and predictions of a coming let-down by the 
American Delegation at the United Nations or about their adopting 
an equivocal attitude, have proved groundless. While we still have 
a long and difficult road ahead, Saturday's statement does repre~e~t 
a most significant victory for the Zionist cause and another striking 
vindication of the policies pursued by our leadership. 

It is no secret that after the initial attitude of approval 
of the UNSCOP Report which was reflected in General Marshall's opening 
speech in the Assembly -- the American Delegation began to weaken and 
waver. All reports pointed to the development of a dangerous crisis. 
It was obvious that the failure of the U,S. to back the UNSCOP Report 
would be equivalent to its rejection by the United Nations. There was 
absolutely no chance for approval without the endorsement and leadership 
of the American Delegation. 

It is impossible to report or convey in this letter, all the 
details and full gravity of the situation which confronted our leaders, 
Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumann, at that moment. It was a question of re­
versing an unfavorable and adverse trend in the American Delegation or 
abandoning all hope of seeing the Majority Report adopted at this 
session of the Assembly. 

At that critical point our leaders brought into play every 
resource at the disposal of our movement, in this country. A great 
campaign was undertaken throue;hout the country under the guide.nee of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council and carried out locally, in 
largest measure, through the ZOA leaders, workers and districts. 
Slmultaneously the support and help of the press was enlisted, and 
employed most effectively, From all sides the utmost pressure was 
exerted upon the White House and the State Department. A flood of 
hundreds of thousands of letters and tel6grams inundated Washington 
and the headQuarters of the American Delegation in New York. 

Perhaps of equal importance were personal influences that 
were mobilized and brought into play by our leaders to offset every 
powerful and well-entrenched anti-Zionist influences which were hard 
at work. For a period of a week or ten days, the issue hung delicately 
in the balance. The uncertainty gave our leaders the greatest concern 
but their efforts went on unrelux1::;d and unrelenting~ Tho cumulative 
effect of all these efforts, public and private was to bring about the 
crystallization of opinion and policy in Government circles which has 
now been expressed in the statement by Mr. Johnson . 

Caution and watchfulness however are still the watchwords. 
Things are far from be:ing in the bag. There may be many dialatory 
tactics employed by Arab, British and other interests. Great Britain 
has not, as yet, had its last say. British internal politics remain 
in a state of flux and we cannot determine whether the _forces of genuine 
statesmanship or vindictiveness will prevail. The Arabs haven't played their last trick. 
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We must remain on the alert. We must keep fighting until 
the question has come to u vote and a two-thirds vote at the U.N. 
can be assured. 

You must increase your efforts and provide us with the 
heaviest enrollment of membert1hip through our "Roll Call for the 
Jewish State." Get every one of your neighbors and friends on 
your side in this greatest of all fights. 

Remember also that we continue to generate Jewish and 
non-Jewish public opinion and we are doing it successfully through 
the American Zionist Fund (your Expansion Fund). 

My kindest personal regards. 

SM:dhl 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Sidney arks, 
Executive Director 



T£Lll,.HON£ 

MU 2-320!!5 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

May 21, 1948 

To~ ZOA Regional and District Presidents and Secretaries 

Dear Friends: 

CABLll ADDRll:99 

ZIONISTS 

The Fifty-first Annual Convention of the Zionist Organization of America, the 
first since the establishment of the State of Israel, will convene Friday, 
July 2nd through Monday, July 5th, 1948. Pittsburgh, Pa. has been selected 
as the Convention City and the sessions will be held in the Hotel William Penn. 

The enclosed election instructions and regulations are furnished to you as an 
aid and guide for your election of Delegates. Your attention is particularly 
called to the limitations on the number of Alternates. The vast increase in 
membership, the strain upon Convention facilities and our desire to ensure the 
maximum comfort and greatest degree of participation for Delegates,prompted 
the National Executive Committee to enact these changes. 

Election of Delegates and Alternates to the Convention may be held until Sunday, 
June 20th, 1948. Election returns, filed on the enclosed official form, must 
be received at National Head.quarters on or before June 21st, 1948. 

Please hold your Election Meeting early, and file your Election Report as soon 
thereafter as you can. This will help avoid a last minute rush. 

Representation is based upon the number of members in good standing for the 
fiscal year 57o8 (1947-48) as of June 20, 1948. Under these circumstances, each 
District may anticipate the number of its members in good standing on June 20th, 
1948. Districts are urged to see that all members are broug}Lup-to-date, to 
obtain as many new enrollments as possible before that date, and to meet their 
American Zionist Fund quotas. 

We meet in a historic hour. The Declaration of Independence of the State of 
Israel must be backed up with fighting action. The decisions reached at this 
Convention will aid in the struggle of the Yishuv. 

With kindest personal regards end Zion1s greetings, I am 

SM:dhl 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

)..-<-,-L_..,_-, 
Dr. Sidney Mafks 
Executive Director 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 1 7, N. Y. 

FIFI'Y-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 

JULY 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 1948 

HOTEL WILLIAM PENN, PITTSBURGH, PA. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ELECTION OF DELEGATES 

TO: 
Z.O.A. DISTRICTS, REGIONS, SOCIETIES, 
CAMPS OF ORDER B'NAI ZION, AND 
MASADA CHAPTERS. 

FROM: DR. SIDNEY MARKS, SECRETARY 

Representation to the National Convention shall be elected on the 
following basis: 

l) DISTRICTS 
Each District shall be entitled to one Delegate for the first 
200 members or less and one additional delegate for each addi­
tional 200 members and/or major fraction thereof. Example: 
A District with 301 members is entitled to two delegates; a 
District with 501 members is entitled to three delegates and 
so forth. 

2) REGIONS 
Each Region shall be entitled to one Delegate for each l,50Q 
members, and/or major fraction thereof, in good standing, but 
in no event less than one Delegate. 

3) Delegates to the Convention shall be elected only by paid-up 
members of the Zionist Organization of America. 

4) No member shall be elected as a Delegate to the Convention 
unless he has been a member of record of a District or Society 
for at least six months prior to the election, and at the time 
of election is a Eaid-up member in good standing of the Zionist 
Organization of America. 

5) The number of Alternates that may be elected shall be equal to 
one-fourth of the Delegates elected by the District, Region, 
B'nai Zion Camp or Masada Chapter, but shall not be less than 
one Alternate. 
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The followinc rDles for the election of Delegates and Alternates, 
adopted in 1940, pursuant to Article VIII, Section 8, by the Executive, 
with the approval of the Administrative Council, continue in effect: 

1) No person shall be granted a credential as Delegate or Alternate 
to Conventions of the Z.O.A. unless (a) he shall have been duly 
elected by a District, Society or another duly constituted elec­
tive body, and (b) his election shall have been certified to the 
National Board of Elections by written certifications as set 
forth below, no later than Monday, June 21st, 1948. 

2) (a) Delegates and Alternates of Districts, Regions, Societies, 
Camps of the Order B'nai Zion, and Masada Chapters, shall be 
elected by the members thereof at an election which shall be 
held pursuant to regulations promulgated by the National Board 
of Elections. 

(b) Delegates and Alternates of Regions shall be elected at a 
Conference of representatives of all constituent bodies in the 
Region. 

(c) Delegates and Alternates of affiliated organizations shall 
be elected as provided in their respective agreements with the 
Z.O.A. 

(d) In no case shall proxies or substitutes be permitted for 
any duly elected Delegate or Alternate who fails to appear in 
person at the Convention. Hereafter committees on vacancies, 
whether local or national, shall be unauthorized. 

3) Certification of the election of Delegates and Alternates shall 
be in writing subscribed by the President or Vice-President and 
the Secretary, or by the local Board of Elections of the District, 
or other elective body, and if so certified by the local Board of 
Elections) shall be accepted only if the members of the local 
Board of Elections and of the officers of the District, or other 
elective body, shall have filed such returns with the National 
Board of Elections no later than Monday, June 21st, 1948. 

4) What constitutes a member of good standing? Any member, old or 
newB who has paid his dues in full for the fiscal year 5708 (1947-
194) or is a life member, is a member in good standing of the 
Z.O.A. and is eligible to vote for Delegates to the Convention. 

Will you therefore, kindly call a meeting of your Executive Committee at 
which a Nominations Committee and a Board of Elections, each to consist 
of a minimum of five members, shall be elected. 

Every registered member who has paid his dues for the fiscal year 1947-
1948 or is a life member should be notified of the date and place of the 
elections and also of his right to nominate candidates by petition. 
Nominations may be made by petition overthe signatures of not less than 
15 members in good standing. 
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All nominations, whether by the Nominations Committee or by Petition, are 
to be filed with the District Board of Elections, one week prior to the 
date of election, which shall accept these nominations and place all names 
in alphabetical order on the official ballot. 

The number of Delegates to which a District, Region, Society or Camp of the 
Order B'nai Zion is entitled, is to be determined by the number of members 
in good standing as of June ~h, 1948. The membership record of the Dis­
trict, Society, O.B.Z. Camp, must agree with the records of the Auditor•s 
Office of the Zionist Organization of America. 

No District, Camp, Society, or Masada Clla.pter having less than fifty members 
in good standing is qualified to elect a Delegate. Pooling the membership 
of one or more Districts, CaJDps, Societies, or Masada Chapters in order to 
acquire a total of fUtJ is not permissible. 

A member who is in good standing in one of the affiliated organizations (Order 
B'nai Zion, etc.) and who is also a member in good standing in the Zionist 
Organization of America, can vote only once for the election of Delegates to 
the Convention. 

The Election of Delegates to the Convention may be held at any time hereafter 
but no later than Sunday, June 20th, 1948. 

The candidate or candidates, receiving the highest number of votes, shall be 
declared elected. The candidate or candidates receiving the next highest 
number of votes, shall act as Alternates. In case of the resignation of an 
elected Delegate, the AJ.ternate receiving the next highest number of votes 
~hall take his place as Delegate. 

No Delegate or Alternate will be seated unless his election is certified by 
the National Board of Elections. 

The official Election Heport properly filled out and certified by the local 
Board of Elections must be filed with the National Board of Elections of the 
Zionist Organization of America, not later than Monday, June 21st, 1948, in 
order that credentials may be issued in time to the elected Delegates. 

The Election Report of the affiliated groups must be filed directly vith the 
National Board of Elections of the Zionist Organization of America at 
41 E. 42nd St., New York, N.Y. in order that such Delegates may receive their 
credentials from the National Headquarter~ of the Zionist Organization of 
America. 

Sincerely yours, 

~;r 
Dr. Sidney Marke 
Secretary 



-- WtSTERN lJNlON 
C/-\13LtGRAM 

ISRAELI GOV3RNMENT, TEL AVIV 

JULY 13, 1948 

ErfiANUEL NEUMANN 

_____ / 

ON BZHALF OF MY COLLEAGUES AND IN MY OWN NAME I SEND YOU AND YOUR COLLEAGUES 

/ 

MY DEEP APPREC J.ATION OF THE GREETING OF THE ZOA CONVENTION• WITHOUT THE ACTIVE 

COOPERATION OF AMERICAN JEWRY AND ZIONISM, AND WITHOUT THEIR POLITICAL AND 

CONSTRUCTIVE AID DURING THE PAST FEH DECADES, dE 110ULD NOT HAVE ATTAINED OUR 

PRESENT POSITION. THE SHAHE OF AMERICAN PIONEERS IN OUR ACHIEVEMENT, FROM 

THE DAYS OF THE LEGION I!J THE FIIlST WORLD HAR TO THE SERVICES OF THE LATE COL. 

MARCUS IN OUR PRESENT WAR, 1 ~AS cmISID:RABL:-Z. 1-JE FEEL CONFIDENT THAT YOUR 

PARTICIPATION WILL NOT DIMINISH BUT WILL INCREASE AND GROW. CONVINCED THAT IN 

OUR STRUGGLE WE CAN RELY UPON THE SUPPORT OF THE JEWISH PEOPIE THROUGHOUT THE 

WORLD Arn ON THE MORAL AND POLITICAL SUPPORT OF THE FREEDOM-LOVING NATIONS OF 

THE WORLD, WE SHALL CONTINUE OUR FIGHT TILL FULL VICTORY IS ATTAINED, THE 

PEACE OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL IS ASSURED AND THE VISION OF OUR NATIONAL REDEMP­

TION IS REALIZED, 

DAVID BEN GURION 
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WESTtRN UI\JIO~~ ~ 

----------- ...__..__.. 

CABLEGRAM -~-... -~ 
\ - -..J ./ ...__...._...._ 

( 

PC 2J7 P.C. DU645 INTL ISRAEL GOVT 

CD TEL AVN VIA RCA 113 3 1530 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION AMERICA WILLIAM PENN HOTEL PGH MH 576 

GREZT YOUR CON~NTION ASSEMBLED AT MOMENTOUS TURNING POIHT OUR HISTORY STOP 

"' 
/ 

PAY TRIBUTE ON THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION TO SIGNAL CONTRIBUTION HADE BY AMERICAN 

ZIONISM AND ITS LEADERS TO ACHIEVEMENT JEWISH STATEHOOD STOP GRATEFULLY RECALL 

STRENGTH COURAGE DRA:-JN BY 11E PERSONALLY IN POLITICAL BATTLES OF LAKE SUCCESS 

AND WASHINGTON FROM COLLABORATION AND GUIDAi CE Ali2RICAN llEMBERS EXECUTIVE 

JEWISH AGENCY AND FROM DETERMINATION AND DEVOTIOU OF ZIOrJISTS THROUGH UNITED 

STATES STOP MAY IT BE GIVEN YOUR CONVENTION TURN PAST ACHIEVEMENTS IlTO SOURCE 

INSPIRATIO T FOR FUTURE EFFORTS POWERFULLY ASSIST STATE ISRAEL OVERCOHB INTERNAL 

EXTERNAL DIFFICULTI~S AND OP!ZN NZW ERA FOR ZIONIST-WORK IN .AMZilICA AND 

THROUGHOUT DIASPORA 

SHERTOK 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 4 .1 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

TO: 

MEMORANDUM 
All Regional and District Presidents, 
Membership Chairmen, and Regional Directors 

DATE: 
July 19, 1948 

FROM: Dr. Sidney Marks 

SUBJECT: 

I am sending you herewith copies of cables addressed to Dr. Emanuel Neumann , 
President of the Zionist Organization of knerica, by David Ben Gurion, Prime 
Minister of Israel, and Moshe Shertok, Foreign ilinister of Israel.. This is in 
connection with the historic preceedings of our National Convention in Pittsburgh. 

I would like to call your attention particularly to the following phrase in Prime 
Minister Den Gurion 1s telegram in which he asks that our "participation.,. 
increase and grow, 11 as well as to the reference to the f1.1.ture need of strengthen­
ing the Z.O./;... in the telegram from Foreign Minister Shertok. 

The future tasks and responsibilities of American Zionists in the light of the 
establishnent of Israel have been clearly defined by thG Convention. The forth­
coming issue of "The New Palestine" will carry a detailed report of the proceed­
ings and the texts of the major resolutions adopted. 

I earnestly urge you to bring the texts of the attached wires to the attention 
of your membership in order that the call of Israel may be heeded through an in-

Enc. 

crease in the ranks of the z.o.A. / 

Kindest regards. 

j·~r- 0-----/4 
, 

IIOORI IUSINESS FOR"IS. INC •. ELIIIRA. N. T. 



ZIONlST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 41 EAST 42nd STREET 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: ... . Abba H5.llel Silver 
DATE:July 16, 194}3 

FROM: Dr. idnfily 1"iarks 

SUBJECT: 

An invit tion has b en xtend d tc vo b Dr. Iera<.l H .. reL f ld, 

Presid~nt of the D 11 s ioni~t istr·ct, to be tAe est ak~r 
at the B~nquet of the Sout ~ , t R ion 1 Conv ntien on S11ndPly, 
S9ptember l)t t J las , Texas . 

I wo1ld pprPciatQ your e.dvic int is rJ pect • 

.. y kina st person l r ard. nd please ex nd th to th r mi_y. 

SM:dit 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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TKL!r~HONK 
MW 2•3205 

MENDELL M. SELIG 

N11tion11l Ch11irm1111 

DEWEY D. STONE 

Honor11ry Cb.irnu11 

SoL B ENAMY 

I. J. CAPLAN 

WILLY No1tDYJND 

Nalio,ul Co-Ch11irmn, 

MANUEL Posv 

Natiotul Director 

THE AMERICAN ZIONIST FUND ... 
(formerly National Expansion lund} 

41. EAST 421!~ STREET 
NE,\T YORK 1T, N. v. 

Dr. Abba illel Silver 
The Tea,le 
~~ t 105t Street at Ansel Ro~d 
Cleveland, Ohio 

De r Dr. ,. i 1 ver: 

July 16, 1048 

CA■LK ADD .. a:aa 
ZIONISTS 

The Southern Pacific Zioni~t Region reouested 
that I, on t. eir behalf, invi :c ;.,.au to be their uest of honor 
at their Annu~l Banauet to be held in Los An~el~s on September 26th. 

I hA,ve also been a vi ed thn.t Governor Earl 
~rarren will, on conditio~ that you re present, address them from 
their :platform. 

I would de 1 anpreciqte learnin~ fron you ~s 
to Phether it will be at 11 poe ible for you to be resent on 
this occR.sion. 

Acce,t my kini est regards. 

s:;:;::~r~ 
M:uiuel Posy 

Director 

D dicafed fo the fight for Jewish Statehood through a program of mass education and public relations. 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 41 EAST 42nd STRD.T • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 
Dr. Abba JU.llel SilTer 

DATE: Juq 26, 1948 

Dr. Sid.Dey Marke 

Plea.ae be a.dvieed that the meeting of the United Palestine 
Appeal for !hureday at 2:30 p.m. will coneiet of a confer-
ence between Charles Ress, Morrie Rothenberg, !arueh Zuekffll&Jl, 
HeDr)" Montor, Ierael Goldstein, Abba Hillel SilTer, hanuel 
Heumann, Rose Halpern, and a representative of Mizrachi. 

!hey will meet with the !ax Counael,Bandolph Hall. 
' 

Accept rr kindest personal regards. 

SM/1 

PoatBcriptt If we wanted the a.dTioe of our own !ax Ooun8el, 
it llight be possible to coopt the aemcea of 
Leo~. 

MOORI I USIIIESS FORMS . lhC .• CUIIR4. 11 . f. 
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ZION1>3T ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . ., 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 
All Regional & District Presidents 

Members of the National Executive and 
Administrative Committees 

Dr. Sidney Harks 

DATE: July 27, 1948 

ReRudiation of "Americans United for Israel" and "Americans for Haganah11 

In previous communications, we indicated that the Jevish Agency and 
z.o.A. have officially repudiated the proposed new organization "Americans 
United for Israel" and "Americans for Haganah." According to published 
announcement, Materials for Palestine is also involved in this plan, The 
Jewish Agency is ma.king investigation regarding the confused unsatisfactory 
situation. 

The letter sent by the Jewish Agency for Palestine to "Americans for 
Haganah" and "Americans United for Israel," follows: 

Jewish Agencl EQr Palestine 

Mr. Abraham Feinberg, President 
Executive Committee 
Americans for Haganah 
250 West 57th Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Hr. Feinb~rg: 

"July 23, 1948 

I am directed to inform you that the Executive of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine has learned with surprise and with deep regret of the 
proposed formation of an organization to be known as Americans United for 
Israel, which would absorb functions hitherto exercised by Americans for 
Haganah. 

The Executive regards this action as constituting a flagrant defiance 
of the decision to dissolve Americans for Haganah conveyed to the public 
in its statement of July 12. The reasons thon st~ted for the dissolution 
of Americans for Haganah apply equally to any organization, whatever its 
name, which, without the approval of the recognized organs of the Zionist 
movement, nor with any endorsement from the government of Israel, proposes 
to carry on the activities referred to in the Executive•s statement. 

I have been directed to inform you in the most emphatic terms that 
the Executive is opposed to the establishment of Americans United for 
Israel, and it intends to inform the Zionist organizations and the Jewish 
public accordingly. 

You and others concerned are earnestly asked to desist from a step 
which, in the unanimous opinion of this Executive, would be prejudicial 
to the interests of the Zionist movement in this coW1try and to the 
cause of Israel. 

Yours sincerely, 
(signed) s. Herman 

For Director" 

1100111 IU SINESS FOAM,, I C •. CL IIIA, N. Y, 
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This morning ' s New York Times, Tue day, July 27th, 1948, contains 
an advertisement of "Americans for Haganah" soliciting subscriptions for 
"Haganah Speaks ." .Ih.!s is__filq_iJ}er flagr~nt_~nd .~al)..ou,2_gJsrebard of 
~OI}i;_~t_aj!thq_ri tx. 

D·IPORTANT IMPORTANT - lliP_ORT~T 

1. Repudiate J.nd have nothing to do with "Americans United for 
Israel" and 11 Arnoricans for Haganah." 

2. Forward all em.argcncy collections of faterials for Israel to 
Z.,O. A. Warehouse Facility 
c/o Trio Packing and Shipping Corporation 
125-127 Carlton Avenue 
Brooklyn, Now York 

3. If materials are regular contributions solicited by zo_ Israel 
Equipment Project, ship likeuisc to above warehouse but mark 
for 11 Israol Equipment Project." 

Your iinP.lcdiatc cooper~tion in these respects is earnestly 
solicited. 

I1y kindest personal rc->ards . 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 
All ReGional & District Presidents 
and Secretaries National Executive 
and National Administrative Committees 

Dr. Sidney Marks 

July 27, 1948 
DATE: 

Re~)udiation of 11 Americans United for Israel" and II Americans for Haganah" 
also disposition of emergency materials collected for Israel. 

CORRECTION CORRECTION 

Inadvertently the word 11 repudiated11 was om.i tted from the copy 
telegram sent to all regions and dfstricts. The telegram should 
read: 

'· JEWISH AGENCY AND Z.O.A. HAVE OFFICIALLY REPUDIATED PROPOSED 

NEW ORGANIZATION AMERICANS UNITED FOR ISRAEL. ACCORDING TO PUBLISHED 

ANNOUNCEMENT MATERIALS FOR PALESTINE ALSO INVOLVED IN THIS PLAN. 

JEWISH AGENCY MAKING INVESTIGATION REGARDING CONFUSED UNSATISFACTORY 

SITUATION. THE FOLLOWING EMERGENCY ACTION TAKEN BY DR. EMANUEL 

NEUMANN, PRESIDENT ZOA WITH UM.ANIMOUS APPROVAL INNER COMMITTEE. 

PENDING OUTCOME OF INQUIRY .f\LL EMERGENCY COLLECTIONS OF CONTRIBUTED 

MATERIALS FOR ISRAEi, CA.t-lRlED ON BY ZOA MEMBERS, COMMITTEES, DISTRICTS 

AND REGIONS SHOULD BE SENT TO ZOA WAREHOUSE FACILITY CARE TRIO PACKING 

AND SHIPPING CORP., 125-127 CARLTON AVENUE, BROOKLYN, mv YORK. NCY.rIFY 

ALL ·aEGIONS, DISTRICTS, MATERIALS CBAIRMEN AND C<HiITTEES IMMEDIATELY. 

TAI<E NO OTHER INSTRUCTIONS WITHOUT CLEARANCE WITH NATIONAL OFFICE. YOUR 

IMMEDIATE FULLEST COOPERATION THESE ADVICES RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED BEST 

INTER'ESTS ISRAEL AND ZIONIST MOVEMENT. ZOA ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY 

DELIVERY CONTRIBt1rED MATERIALS PROPER AUTHORITIES. FULLER ADVICES 

FOLLOWING." REGARDS. 

M/1 

DR. SIDNEY MARKS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

■0011 IUSINUS FORMS. INC., ELMIR A, I, f, 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 4 l EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 
All Regional and District Presidents and 
Secretaries, National Executive Committee 
and National Administrative Council 

Dr. Sidney Harks, 
Executive Director 

DATE: 

Unauthorized requests for list,2. of ..fil.2_tricts ,and Regions 

July 30, 1948 

Advices have reached us that unauthorized requests are being made by many 
organizations and groups for lists of officers, members of the Executive 
Committee and members of the Districts and Regions. I wish to advise you 
that no authority whatsoever has been extended on the part of the National 
Executive Committee of the Zionist Organization of Alrl.erica for the release 
of these lists. 

The previous ruling of the National Executive Committee has been to refuse 
the circulation of any list of any Region or District of the Zionist 
Organization. We have invariably cooperated with constituent organizations 
by aiding them in reaching our members through our channels, which would 
enable us to control use of these lists. 

Under the circumstances, I rm1st respectfully ~eouest that all of these 
people who ask for these lists be referred to tho Ue.tional Office. No 
lists should be issued except through the National Office or upon our 
express written request. 

In the best interests of the work of our organization, I urge that this 
matter be given your immediate consideration, and that it be strictly ad­
hered to. 

Accept my kin1est personal regards. 

SM/1 

MOOU IU SINESS FORMS . I C •• ELMIRA, 11 , f, 




