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TING HEL , OHIO , APRIL 18, 1949 
I DR. SILVER 

Present : Dr . A. H. Silver , Benjamin Doft , Daniel Frisch, A. Goldstein, • Goodnan, 
Joseph w. Greenleaf , Rabbi Irving .iller, Charles Ress , Jacques Torczyner 

1 . Except as mentioned belovr, it was the consensus of opinion that a meeting be held 
on Sunday night , April 24th, of all the members of the Executive Committee v,ho 
belong to the adrr.inistration forces . At this meeting a secret ballot should de
termine the official candidate of this administration for the presiden~J of the 
z . o.A. 

Rabbi !iller a eed to abide by the decisio~1 of this connni ttee meet:i.ng. llr. 
Frisch reserved his answer subject to the advice of his committee . 

2. Dr. Silver suggested that Rabbi l,iiller and . • Frisch enter in personal negotia
tions and felt that until the end of the meeting a personal agreement of these 
two gentlemen ,ould ease the entire situation. 

Dr. Silver felt that Daniel Frisch v;as er.titled at this time to the presidency 
of the z.o.A. Rabbi Miller should assume the chairmanship of the Emergency Coun
cil for very important political ·mrk vrill have to be cb ne in the corning year. 
It was his thought that Rabbi iller might well succeed to the presidency at the 
expiration of • Frisch•s tenn. 

3. It vras agreed oy everyone that ?. ortimer May should occupy a leading position in 
the next administration if he is not to be the presidential candidate . If in 
negotiations with the opposition it is felt desirable to offer them the post of 
Chairman of the Administrative Council, then a post of Chairnan of the Executive 
should be created which s~ould be offered to rr. ray. 

L. The follm,ing connni ttee of seven was suggested to the President to neeotiate with 
the colll!Ji ttee of 1.5 of the op osi tion . This comTI'.i tJ"ee has no pO\rer to make a:ny 
connnitnent uithout a decision of the connnittee mentioned in #1 of this memorandum. 
The seven members are : Dr. Emanuel Jeumann, Daniel Frisch, t:ortimer 1. ay , Irvin 
iller, Dr . u. Robbins, Abraham Goodman , and Jacques Torczyner . 

It was also agreed that no formal negotiations should be started before onday1 
April 25th. It was also unanimously agreed that no individual will negotiate 
with the opposition. This includes all candidates . 

S. ith respect to the inner committee , it was suggested that membership of the inr..er 
committee bell of which 3 should eventually belong to the opposition , 3 to be 
appointed by the new president, and 5 to be selected by the a inistration group . 

6. rt was su6bested th t the maximum concession to the opposition would be 2 to 3 
vice- presidents and about 20% of the membership of the Executive Committee . 

7. o mar.iber of the z . o . A. will go to the Actions Committee meeti 
before the z . o. A. Convention. 

if it is held 

8. In view of the uncertain financial conditions during the coming year, it was felt 
that the budget , with the approval of the Conventi on, be subject to irixK review 
from t ime to time during the year by the Executive Committee, incl uding also sub
ventions such as that of the Histadruth Ivrith, Yout h Council, etc. 
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9. All matters pertaining to the reorganization of the staff of he z . o. A. which 
may be found necessary vtlll first be reviewed by the inner committee before ar,
tion ic taken. 

10. The relationship of the z.o.A. to Hadassah and to the orld Confederation will 
be deter .: ned after the conc7 usion of the negotiations ·rith the op ODition. 
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nr. S1dm7 b 
Zionist Orpnlu.tion of America 
41 F,ast, L2id st.net, 
Ba York• anr Yark 

Dur • l:a-bt 

nr. am Ur-s. Silwr will arriw in Ba York on SGurdaJ' 1101"D-
1ng. _. 28tJi. 1n conmcUan nth tba z.0.1. ~ 
1fill you pl•• arnnaa tor t.m!r bot;il ae>,wiOdati.ou at, 
the S\a'UarT Ttav will r1 sin mtil lkmdq ni.lht• 111¥ .»th. 

lrlt.h all good wishes, I • . 

Sinoeraly yours• 

Secretary- to Ir. Silwr 
er 

r 



Fellow Zionist 

Never before in the history of the Brandeis District has the matter of election of 
delegates to a national Zionist Convention assumed such grave importance. 

American Zionism stands at the crossroads. What we and other districts do in the 
matter of selection of Convention Delegates may very well determine the future of the 
Zionist Organization of America, and perhaps the whole Zionist movement. 

What is at issue is whether the opposition to the great and successful leadership of Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Emanuel NeumaM -- an opposition twice repudiated by previous 
conventions -- will now succeed in its last-ditch effort to paralyze the general Zionist 
policies and program of our organization, and liquidate its influence for the good and welfare 
of our people. 

We cannot believe that the majority of the members of the Brandeis District are ready 
and willing to abandon the farsighted and forthright policies of these time-tested leaders, 
policies which have culminated in the recognition of Israel by our government, and enhanced 
the prestige of Jews everywhere. 

Nor can we believe that the majority of our members would prefer to entrust the solution 
of the many vital and basic current problems that have arisen as a result of the establishment 
of the State, to other minds than those of the proved sagacity and foresight of this same 
leadership. 

Unfortunately, however, some of the leaders of our Brandeis District have openly aligned 
themselves with the opposition group. They plan to help them achieve their major objectiYe 
by the simple device of electing a slate of Convention Delegates of whom a preponderant 
majority are already on record as committed to this policy of nullifying the influence of 
Silver and Neumann in the Zionist movement. 

We believe that the unbalanced representation in the slate presented by the Nominating 
Committee is not a true reflection of Zionist sentiment in our District and should not go 
unchallenged. 

If, therefore, you share our conv·ction ha the Zionist job for Israel has still a hazardou, 
-if not a long -- road to travel. . .. 

If you share our conviction that now is not yet the time to chart the liquidation of so 
powerful an instrument for good as our beloved ZOA .... 

If you share our conviction that, on the contrary, now is the time to continue unswervingly 
the policies of Neumann and Silver in our national leadership until the State is politically 
secure and its economy is on a sound foundation ... 

Then, by all means and without fail - - respond to this call to attend the election meeting 
Monday night, May 9, 1949, and vote for the slate to be presented from the floor by the 
supporters of the national ZOA administration and the Silver-Neumann policies of victory. 

Joseph Andelman 

Aaron Shalowitz 

✓ 
Isador S. Turover 

For the Supporters of the Neumann-Silver Policies of the 
National ZOA Administration 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 
EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

' iss ~lizabeth Rice 
Secy. to Dr . fbba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear 1'i iss Rice: 

May. 6, 1949 

Many thanks for your letter dated .fay 5th 
with reference to the accomP"odations for • and Mrs . 
Si lver. They are being taken care iately. 

J kindest personal re 

el, 

Dr. Sidney 
Executive J i 

CABLII ADDlllla• 
ZIONl8T8 
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JLT . AN CO!,. ALSURV h"EWYORK (tIBU W c/o co 'I SIO. 0 PAL STI 
SURVEYS 521 FIFTT AV -~ 1903) 

CONSID ~nr JG LA_ ST DEVELOP}., NTS F I :,L ABSOLUTE ~ESSI TY co. STJLT 

YO '3'IDP PR~PAR D TO SE D DELEGATIC PL J SE CABLE IF ARRIVAL 

DESIR BL,.., 13:SFOR, CO iVEt TIO 

Bernstein 
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YOU 'OULD cgRT' I LY BE 1/-j'ELCO ffi 1 T ALL TI ms STOP G. RDI ID 

PROPOSED DELE r TIO I PLl<'A.SE 1 DVI E CO u--O0ITICrJ ALSO . rIL,THER 

I T....,_m PUB IC DISCUSSIO l T COlNENTION OR 10 .., RESTRICT !..D 

DISC ssro s 

Neumann 

Zionist Or, ni tion of .merica, 41 E. 42 St ., 17 
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Ernest E. Barbarash, Director, Public Relations 
Zionist Organization of Alnerica 
41 East 42nd Street 
Hew York 17, N. Y. 
HUrray Hill 2-3205 

FOR REL~SE FRIDAY, 1A Y 20 1 Ai'ID TlfJR:2.AFTER 

ZOA CONVENTION TO ACT ON FUTURE AMERICAN ZIONIST PROGRAM 

------
RELATIONSHIP TO ISRAEL MID TO WORLD JEWISH COMi'iU !ITY TO BE CONSIDERED 

.. ____ _ 

New York. - The entire range of Zionist activities in the past year, the events 

in relation to Israel and the future prosram of the ZOA, will be the subjects of 

com:prehensive discussions and action at the 52nd annual convention of the Zionist 

Organization of knerica which will be held in New York from iay 27th to 1/iay 30th 

at the Hotel Statler in New York, according to an announcement from ~OA head

quarters. Prior to the formal opening of the convention on Saturday night at 

Carnegie Hall, registration of delet3ates will begin on Friday morninG, May 27th, 

at the same time the last meeting of the outgoinc National Executive Conllaittee 

will be held, to be followed on Friday evening by a Sabbath celebration devoted 

to youth. 

1, ortimer Hay of Nashville, Tenn., ZOA vice-president, will be chairman at 

the Saturday night, May 28th opening session which will be marl~ed by a memorial 

for the late Dr. 3tephen s. Wise, a founder and former president of the organiza

tion. A eulogy will be rendered by Rabbi Philip Bernstein of Rochester. The 

delegates will be greeted by the liayor of !ew Yorl~ City following the openi ng 

remarl~s by Jacques Torczyner, chairman of the Convention Committee. The openin& 

session will be highliehted by the presidential address of Dr. Emanuel NeU1J1.a.nn, 

ZOA president. 
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Two general sessions will be held on Sunday at Manhattan Center, 34th Street 

at 8th Avenue. The aften1oon session, which will be presided over by Dr. Neumann, 

will feature addresses by Israeli Ambassador Eliahu Elath and Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver. In his address Dr. Silver will present a review of the political situa

tion on the American and international scene in relation to Israel. 

At this session, Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind of New York will submit for 

consideration of the convention his report on the future program and constitution 

of the World Zionist Organization, including a study of the relationship of 

Zionism to the world Jewish community as a whole and to the Government and people 

of Israel. 

The election of national officers for the ensuing year is scheduled to be 

held on Sunday evening. This session will be presided over by Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver. Following the election, the session will be given over to reports of 

Funds at which the principal address will be delivered by Dr. Israel Goldstein, 

treasurer of the Jewish Agency for Palestine who is scheduled to arrive from 

Israel on the eve of the convention. This Fund session will be presided over by 

Dr. Harris J. Levine of New York. Speakers will include Judge Morris Rothenberg, 

president of the Jewish National Fund and Charles Ress, president of the Keren 

Hayesod (Palestine Foundation Fund). 

Daniel Frisch will be chairman at the Monday session at which resolutions 

will be presented for adoption by the convention. 

A special Memorial Day program will be held on Monday mornina. 

The convention will conclude Monday evening with a dinner in honor of the 

outgoing president, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, at which Dr. Silver will preside. One 

of the principal speakers at the dinner will be Aubrey Eban, permanent representa

tive of Israel to the United Nations. 

5/19/49 
78/AD 

# # II= 11 If 11= II= If 



DE-• Sidney 1-tark 
Zionist Orgen:lzation ot America 
U East L2nci Street 
Bew Yark 17, ~ Yark 

Dear Dr. k : 

111V' 23, 191'9 

In connection th the .t'orthcoming ZOA Corm.,ntion, Ill-. and 
Jira. Sil wr will be arriving in York on Fri.dq, Hay 27th. till you, therefore, be aood enougJi to change their reaern.tion at the Hotel tat:b r ccordi ]y? Thank you very much. 

Sincore]i ours, 

er "' CI tary to nr. Silver 

• 
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TSLE.,HONS 
MU 2 - 32015 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

¥..ay 26, 1949 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Templ 
Clevland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I checked carefully on the question or your suite 
and it will be ready for you and Mrs. Silver for Saturday 
arrival, which is he last instruction given to us by Miss 
Rioe. 

ith reference to the book, I want to inform you 
that there is a special display with special signs printed 

CABLII ADDRS 8S 
ZIONI S T S 

for the occasion. There is alrea y an ad in the New Palestine, 
a copy of which ad I am enclosing. You may be sure that we 
will do a first rate job in pushing the book. 

I look forwrd to the pleasure or seeing you and Mrs. 
Sjlver at the convention. 

ccept my affectionate regardv. 
(' 

Sincerely, 

D Marks 1 
~----

Ex ctor 
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Dr. Solomon IOld.man, CJ:·icago , Ill . 
Dr. Is eel Gold~tein, lew York City 
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Robert · Szold, row Roctellc , .:ew York 
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RDbbi Leon Feuer , ='ole do , Ohio 
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;-tiil ton J. Sil borman , Cl·:.ic~~o , Ill. V 
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- TICNAL EXSCUTI"f.E CQi~; ·11i'l'l'IEE 
]lecte ,.,·:; r.2nd . ..\l·~nu,~l eo VfJ{ tio ! , -~['y 29, 1049 

Zionist Org...,r:izc...tion of .i,JILr ica 

Marcus Abr?:nson 
Eov. M _rtin Aiolf 

Sol 3Cnr v 
S~muel Br~unstcin 
Joseph c~ernor 
Earry Cohen 
Lestor Corien 
Sol Co e::i 
$9..nuel Daroff 
3on Doft 
! :i ch cl E -;nal 
Abrctr ~in Fein".)er6 

Sa]iluel Fra11kel 
Irving G~lt 
Paul J . G;, i ser 
J c cob Goo -:an 
:Senj &'Tlin E. Gor1on 
Judt- e Ema!:·uel Greenberg 
Wil::..in-m '}rw::i fi old 
Morris J cobs 
P ul KF1J1,insky 
Bernard K 1 9 n 
Leo 1- K'J.Y' 
- ~ ... T h ~rl .., u'-'-be c., o s .. p _ .ti. Ru 

Murra.y L '1.Xlgb,.,u:n 
Dr. prcµs L''vi 1s01 

Dr. Harris J. 1~v1ne 
Dr. Mi ch r-1.c 1 Lt c ,Q co r 
J p cob Ln1cashoi:-
Dr. Snmu0l ;:; ,,r son os 
Mo:cri s i!Jlqr,_,ulies 
Sol Reiter 
Philip ReLlni~off 
Samuel Rothborg 
Jo cha.non Rud, vsky 
Bn G. Hudolph 
Albr.rt Schiff 
Ber .. ar Shulman 
Dr. ·-yi:·wn D. Silver 
Arcldb . .lld SilvCJ:man 
Milton/. SiJ~~~~~ 
Moses Sp8crt 
dichr-.el St c.viaky 
r.rhcoc" ore Stri r.ilin_:., 
::: . S . '~urov8r 
Sid ... oy Weiss 
Jen Winick 
Cr arles Wolf 

The prJsi1cnt \\rq,s autr:ori7. ,1 to _ppoint twe lve r.dditionnl 

members to the } ation.--...1 :Executive wit 1 tho rlPr,roval of the Nationul 

Administr r• ti '"G Council . 
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Kr. Sllmal Fitlbun 
Jniah lloming JourDal 
77Broadnr' 
Hew York~ 111W Yark 

ICr dear ur-. Fislam: 

Thank TOU so 11Uch tor your thoughttnlnees in llfm!1 ng • a 
00p7 ot yoar article on the z.0.1. Conmition which appeared 
1n the Journal. I read it with creat interest. You 

issuae ot the COD'fttntion accurate]T and 

with n.ne understanding. • 

I thol!ght the Col'l'V'8ntion ns a w cy- ood one. 

W1 th all good w:t hes, I raa.1.n 

Kost oordiaDT yours, 

AHS1er 



Jlr. Ernest E. Barbaraah 
Zionist Qrganiation ot Ainerica 
41 East 42m street 
New York 17, Mn York 

dear Frierxl1 

June 1, 1949 

I would :,ppreciate U your ottice would send me a dosen or so 
ldllaographed copi e ot the add..~ss which I deliwred at t.ha 
z.o.A. Comention and the original ll8DU8al'ipt which I caw to 
one or your cre~s. 

I would also ouggest that you Nnd air mail to Israel copiea 
ot the ad~sa, espeoia~ to the editors ot the Hlbolaar, the 
~, and the Haareta~ with the stion that thei my- be 
lmeresu,d in pub!!shi git in 11hole ur. 1n partj also to tha 
office of the Confederation of General Zionists.· I ould lilal 
them to have complete statement or the addrese. ould you 
also please send me a copy of the Cozmmtion issue o! tbl II Zn 
Palest.ine•. 

I lcnsw of y·our marv gi.tta right al.on&a but at the statt meet,. 
1ng ot the z.o.A. the other night, I disoOftred rare and un
suapected talents 1n 1'0\le•••••••• 

ost cordialJT yours, 

ABBA HILIEL SILvm 
HSter 

Via Air Uail Special 



41 EAST 42ND STREET • MUrray Hill 2-3205 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Puauc Ra.AnoKs Da-r. 
ERNEST E. BARBARASH, Director 

AIR MAIL 

Dr. Abba Hillel SUver 
The Temple 
East 105th ~d Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 2, 1949 

As this letter reaches yo~ you must have 
already received the mimeographed copies of your address. I 
am enclosing herewith the original manuscript. 

Copies of your full address were also air
mailed to all the papers in Israel as ell as to the Confederation 
of General Zioni ts. 

I am also enclosing copy of the pre-convention 
issue of The New Palestine. 

I am grateful for your kind comments upon the 
additional talents which you discovered in me. These talents are 
discernable on rare occasions only after I am stimul ted in "spirit" ••• 

encl. 
eeb:rk 

Cordi~ yours, 

Ernest E. Barbarash 
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For Roloo.se Sundcy, Moy 29 

DR. EMANUEL :rEUMAJ:T:T, IlT HIS PR"'i'.SI Er~TI}J; AD.HESS TO 
FIFTY-SECOJD .£\1Tl:UAL CO!:TVEJ..·.TIOlT CF ZIOHIST OBGAlTIZJ,.TIOl! 

OF .~.i:~1 ICA, D.JCLf..l<liS T!~ .. \.1.r tt J?J :2JJSAL:JM SHALL BE 
IrT T~ FUTUR'E AS I H THC AlTCIF.:.:T P.i\.ST THE POLITICAL 

C 11'1 TAL OF ISR.{~ !i11 

..... - - - ... 
Attributos tho Co:itr0vorsy Within z :.onist R:1.n1':s t o 

Resontnont of Dr, Abb~ Eillel Silver's Vilitn.nt, 
Revolutionary Policy ns f o n .rnr ZOA Hor.a. 

Recomnonds tl r,,t the ZO.A UndertoJ:e Its Ov Prot;ron 
of Special Acti7it i os ~a. Projects i n Isr:.olo •• 

Cri tizes Jewish Agency f er Yield.in{?; to Extorno.l '.Pressures 

new York, .1.L Y fl -Dr. Enanue l Ueur.1nnn, ou t go ing pro si dent of the Zi onist Orf_;nn i zo. tior 

of .Anorica, oponinG the business so ssion of tho or:.' ;o-1'li zn.tion I s 52nd annuril c onven-

tion at Acrnecie Hn.11 before 2,000 cteler'1tes, So.turdey nieht, I:in;,r 28, assorted 

tho.t i1Jorusolon shall be in tho future , as in tho ancient pc.s t~ t .. 10 politico,l 

captial of Isrn.ol as woll as t ho spirj_tual center of Judaisn thrcmr.hout t ho world . 11 

The Zionist len.rlcr er.1phnsizod tb.nt 11no ono will qunrrel vrl t h rmy ron.sonablo 

plnn for plo.cing the h c, ly sites ancl nonunonts of Jerusaloo under interna tional 

protection a.rid control. 11 Ho naintaL1ed tho.t n ·wo can never rec oncile ourselves 

to a sovera...-1.ce of the lTow Jorus,~len fro::.1 I sr:-:.o 1 or a de: ... ial of its status as n, 

no.tio:nal center., n 

In a review of tl-lo recent controversy whic.1 led to his rosi p,nation ns well 

a s Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's fron the executive of t_ c Jewish Jironcy for Pal e stine, 

Dro Mouonnn denounced as 11 g ross and nnlicious f nlsehoods t ho se accusc.,tions □a.de 

c.' L,ainst the Zionist Orr~a11iztio:1 of Ar.ierica that it wished to seize control of tho 

] o rld Zionist Or nnizn.tion and the Jewish Lt:;oncy ,. 11 Ee docpl,_ roc ret t ocl t ho fact 

that ii internal struggles, n no novel t Jr i a our clono cr:.tic o ovcr.1ontli, had this tine 

drorged i n t o tho po li ti cal arena the nn. tionnl fun r1s ,-,b.ich n.ro tho vor<J life-blood 

fJ ± our novenent, ~d I:1ad0 them t ho object of bitter controversy nnd ruthless 

bombardment. 11 

11 I cannot reco.11 n sing lo cont rovorsy i n this country or n.bro . d, i 1 which 

n p olitical ntto.ck wn.~ launched in such utter disroco.rd of fact :md 



Ru.nnin& Story, oy 29, 1949 p {:,e ~ 

conplete conter.ipt for historic trnst11 , he assorted • . 

Accusn.t ions Cor:1plctely Unf oundod, Dr. Ncunann says 

Replying to the accusation that tho ZOA had sought to control fi~ancial 

and ocono□ic policies in Israel, the organizatio 1 1 s hoo/t sai : 

n For no re than a year since this notion began to be pro_ nf'1ted, I ha·,e 

requested nnd denanded that wo be confronted with s0nethinb :,o re than phrases 

and cliches. But not a single fact or specific nll0gntion of fn.ct has been 

forthconing. Undoubtedly offorts were no.do to dig tr .. e:1 up, but the dicgors 

wore singularly unsuccessful in their search nnd for ~ood reason. 

11 The siople truth is that rcge.rdloss of tho views which any n.-:1onr, us nny 

entertain on social a.'1d oconooic policies of tho Jewish Ar,oncy, \·Ie have been 

in recent yon.rs ouch too preoccupied with tho ovorshndowing political Jroblo□ , 

to take a substontial interest in tho others. 

11 I do not nake this assertion with ny sense of pride. On tho contrary, 

I na..~o it with regret, for I believe it was p~rt of our Zionist duty to concern 

our sol vos nore seriously than wo hr.vo ever dono, ui th tho social ~nd ccononic 

proble□ s of the Yishuv. It was our res_ onsi bili ty qui to as nuch as the ros:pon

sibili ty of Zionists of other com tries o.nd other parties to holp shape the 

policies of tho Mo '\C:.10nt in tho ficl .s of innicro.tion, colonization, orlucation 

and all other fiol cl s. 

"Bocuaso we represent J\."".1orican Zionists, wo arc not therefore Zionists 

-

of second-class status who should help raise fun r s but have no opinion on how 

they should bo spent. If there is ground for criticis~, we should be criticized 

for exercising not t oo ouch but fo.r too littlo influence on tho financial and 

econonic policies of the Movo::10nt and the Jewish 1 ency . 11 



, 
\ Runrrin,· Story 

~ay 29, 1949 
-3-

Declares Attac1~s we~..£_~f.ed_Ef. 0-bjectio~ to .ili tancy_ of ZOA 

Sa~ in :, that these accuso.tions and others ti equally odio 1s11 have since been 

retrRcted and cor denned by the uholc exec,iti,re of the Je,;d sh A ( ency~ Dr l eUMann 

pointed out that "these canards hnve nean 7hile served to spread. confusion Rnd to 

undernine public confidence in the integrity of -!;he Zinrist fun s(''' 

-
Dra Neu.TTiann attrib11.tea. tl:e , ttc.cks to the resentnent engenclered in some 

circles by the "fearlessly nilitnnt policy" Ccrried out under the leadernhip of 

Dr. AbbE'.. Hillel Silver d.urint; the pl.st ye n.rs. 

Revi eTTing the nain li.es of rctinn in t 4is poli~y, Dr. Neur.1Pnn said: 

11 To begin TTi th, rrn r aised the stana.ard of rcvo·.t against the runbi :-uous 

attitude of our oun rovernnent in 77ashin[·ton on tLe Pa lestinian q_ucstion. This 

alarned nany Zionist leD.dors to ouch a point th['l.t t hey felt cnlled up0n to check 
.L 

Dr. Silver's 1irres:ponsib1e 1 conduct and save the c.venont for n ccrtP..in and 
l 

disastrnus defeat. 

11 \7e cormi tted the crine of \1ri tint~ off the Bri ti 2h eovernnent uhen others 

still pinned their hopes pon it. rye i sisted that it vas the attitude of 

Anerica rather than Brit a.in that -:ould be ul tinntcly do .,isi ... ,c. Vo opposed 

further attenpts to conciliate }. r. Bevin, placing no fa1 th in furthnr diplor.1atic 

negotiation, and supported inster.c. the policy of poli ticnl and physical 

resistance to the Mandatory r e;,i~3~ 

11 At the Zionist ConP,ress hel1 in BRslc in 1946 ~e connittod the crine of 

leadihg the dovenent to abnndor that 11 Bri tish orientation" t:hich had been the 

cornerstone of Zionist policy for a generation. Ue opposed f urther attenpts to 

conci liatc r. Bevin, pln.cing no faith in further diplor. a tic .1egotiations, and 

supported instead the poli cy of po litical and physical res istltnce to the 

Mandatory r.egime. 
"In Anorica we dared tc oppose .. the British loan ancl urged its po stponor.ient 

and were duly denounced for our 'illiberal' stand by proninent :)ersonali tics 
within and uithout the ~ov~Ment . 
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11:·lhen the Dcnocratic Ad.Dini strati on then in power, continued to pursuo an 

cssontiruly anti-Zionist policy, Dr. Silver soucht the political ~upport of tho 

Republicans and was roundly denounced for this as a 1rco.cti r,nary1 ~ Parn. oxi

cally, this 1 roactionary 1 who was so 1unprcdictablc 1 also urGed tlnt wo sock 

support in Moscow - which brouGht doun upon his head tho fury of consorvo.tivos 

on tho riBht and Social Ibnocrats on the lofto This you will rcnonbcr we,s 

fully two years before li.droi Gronyko startloc1 tho worlc1 with his pro-Zio 1ist 

addr oss in tho GcnoraJ. .Asscobly of tho United Mations 1
' (' 

11Wo 0 ~ Dr 0 liaunann continued, 11 conni ttCL1. tho r.1Ul tiplo crino of destroying 

nany c1erishod illusions, of broakir..r; with nany trac1itioas, challonr;ing nnd 

chanr,i ng old policies o.nd prn.cticcs, oppo sinG tho :British Govornncnt, opposing 

our own Govcrnnont, fi chting a fornidable ar.1 torrif:t"ing array of nnti-Zirmist 

forces 11 fightL1g with equal vigor on tl.o int ornru. frm~t ngninst follow-Jews, 

ar,ni nst follow--Zi onists, ngninst al trends nnc1 to doncios stcnninr; fron w9ak

noss, dcfoatis:.1, infirr.1ity of purpose and i ncrni od habits of nppoasoncnto 

11 To this end, we nobilizod the for cos of Anorican Zionisn and .Ancricnn 

Jewry - all tho rcsoU'cos at their conn8rld -- and wo extended ovary possible 

assistn.ncc, noral, political o.nrl finnncio..l to t ho onbattlo Yishuv in its 

fight against an oppressive o,nd tyr[m~icnl rogir.10 11 o 

Bringin[; his outline of ZOA policy up to date, Dr. Uounnnn er.1phasizod 

that on tho evo of the proclnnation of tho Jewish State, it was ilwo who insisted 

on rojcctinc tho proposals for postponinr, tho declaration of Israel's indopcn~ 

once, onanating fro11 b.ieh qua.rtors in Washinr:;ton, and resisted heavy prossuro. 

We refused to be intinido.ted by throats of sanctionsand repression, not there 

in Pal cs tine, but in tho Uni tod Statos 0 rr 

"If our b.o.nd had f cil. torod, tho out cone n ig. t well have been cliff orcnt, o.nd 

the great historic opportunity night hn.vo be .n losto Perhaps tho erco.tost of 

our crincs hn.s been tr.'..\t our judf,Dont proved s0unc .. cr thnn tho judr,ncnt of others, 

and that our policies woro ropoatcdly and striltinr.;ly vind.icatcd by subsequent 

e\tantso n 
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Wants Zionist Funds to woo.in Under Zionist Control 

Turning to the ouch dobatod issue of Zionist funds, tho head of tho foro

no st i~uorico.n Zionist body stat cd tint 11 i t would, in r:1y judgnont be a great 

dissorvico to the novoncnt and to Israel for tho Zionist for~os to relinquish 

the ·adninistration and nano.go□ont of .Anorican Zionist funds 0 I would roconno nd 

that in the period which lies innodiately ahead, the Zionist novcncnt shall 

retain u.ltinate control of tho iionist funds, an1 that tho representation of 

tho Zionist Organization of .Anorica, tho parent ori nnization, shnll not be 

substnntial]y roducod 11
0 

Those Zionist funds nrc tho Koren Kayosou. and the Koren Knycncth w1ich 

conprisc the United Pnlcstino .llppon.1 0 

Roconncndo.tionsto the Convention 

In a series of roconnondntions t o tho Con i.untio.1y Dr. Mcuno.nn cnllod for 

the dovolopnont of 11 our own special Lctivi tics m fl projects in Isro.cl, under 

our own oanar;cnont nnc1 control, with tho full nppr oval of the Israeli nuthorit ics 11 • 

Ho said that this proernn would be siniln.r to those conducted with success by 

tho Labor Zionist novenont and by Hadassaho 

"It would ro folly for the ZOA to deny i tsolf the lifo-civinf" benefit of 

such direct contact with tho lifo and people of Isr~ol tt;hro~h a practical and 

constructive progrnn of its ow11 0 If wo fail to adopt this cause~ we na.y soon 

find ourselves in the absurd position that ours is t.10 only inportant organiz~ 

tion kept beh~nd an iron cur to.in, and nnking no specific contributions of its 

own in Isrnclo WbD.t a.n in61orious cpilor;uo to half-a,-c ont ,iry of pionoorin6 and 

strugglo on bol1alf of Isro..cl 11
0 

On this subject, Dr,, Wounnn np roconnendod thc..t "tho convontionouthorizo 

nnd instruct tho inconinc aJ.oinistration t.o develop o, Z~O •. A. pror,rnn of activ.-

ities in Israel with due roe;nrd to the parnnount responsibility 1,·1hic1 we share 

in con11on with tho whole of .lu'.1crican Jewry for t:10 r;onoral funcl-rn.i sing cf fort s 

of tho United Jewish AppoaJ., I hope th..'1.t a bcr-;i ning will be no.do o.t once, 

possibly at this convontiono" 
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On the s1ggestion or~anizing Zionists and non-Zionists in this country on 

behalf of Israel under 11 one over-all urabrclla 11 , Dro Neumrmn recommended to 

the convention that the Z.O.Ar in company with other Zionist organizations "take 

the initiative to establish a consultative body representing the largest possible 

Jewish groups and organizations to explore all nossibilities for mutual coop

eration on behalf of Israel, and to promote maximum coordination of effort 11 • 

~.·artiS Ag~inst Concentre.tion of Power i~_One ~£',11 Group 

Basing his e>pinion on his long service and experience as a Zionist, Dr~ 

Neumann warned "against a tendency for ovcr-contralizA-tion of authority and the 

over 1helming concentration of po\·rer in one smrll body of men, however composed11 • 

He added: i• It would be the height of ur..-wisdom to kill the ini tin.ti ve, snon tanei ty 

and joyful acceptance of resnonsibiJ.i ty by local Zionist groups hero and through

out the world~ 11 

He said that it vas perplexing to find that there aro Zionists hore and in 

Isr'3.el 11 so short-sighted as to think that the strength of the Uovoment in the 

Diaspora is no longer of any moment 11 ~ es ccially when Ii the burdens are becoming 

heavier rather than lighter"., "~he less reaso1 then for ismisnin0 the burden

bearer, whose ~houlders are accustomed to the load11 o 

Dr. Neumann took this occasion to cri ticiz0 the Jewish Agency Executive, 

which, he said5 
11 ha.d chosen to n.cce t dictation from ,_-,i thout and to thrust 

American Zionism into a position of abjoct subserviency11 ., ti The Executive went 

furtherlt, he added, 11 and did what it could to coerce Amorican Zionists into 

accepting tha.t dictation thereby abandoning ever,. pretense of respecting tho well 

established adrlinistrati ve autonomy of American Zionist bodieso Ii 

"We have nevor challe1 ged the aut 1ori ty of the Jewish Agency and do not intend 

to do so, when exercised by competent bodies wlthln the limits of their com etence 
and jurisdiction11 , he 0xpl~inedo He took exception to tho opinion that the 
Jewish A ency Executive is tho supreme body or' the Liovoment, saying '1 that is in
accurate; it is an executive nnd not a lo6 islative body; its ~uthority is a 
delegated and limited a.uthi)rity: it cnnnot c. ange at will existing rules and 
regulations and woll-0stablished procedures"~ 
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Here, Dr. i eumnnn referred t o the At e cy I s c.eci ~ion which le to his n..11 

Dr. Silver's resi i)'l~tion fro r.1 t e ~e: c~r 1 s E::ocutivco 11 licver before has the 

~IGrld Executive issued perer.1pto~J instruction~ t o n duly c on s ti tutod, conpetent 

autonomous local Zionist body li. -:e the UPA er attroptec to coerce it into si r ning 

on t he dotted line Gn a r-rocr.1 cnt witn another non-z· o ist o r rrM iz'1.tion on terr.i s 

prescribed by the Executive." We were fully within our ri chts to as_r : 

quo wnrrnntc? 

"By what wn.rran t did the Exccutiv0 stop out of its r ol e nn c onpete cc t o 

sweep aside conpetc_ t local authl"l ri ties an ioposo its O\·m ju f);lOnt ? Tho M S •1er 

was {1'i ven to mo by one of my fon::icr collcaguos . The Exocuti ve c ounted up on our 

ultimate acquiescence becau se nn in ofinitc pr0lon .ation of the cont r oversy ni ~ht 

haV'e end,., 1gered the cru:ipa.i t n. They spcculnt ocL on our Zionist loyalty m-i , they 

were ri r ht. :le yielded to avoic furthe r i jury t o the Cause but we h:1,ve not 

yielded our con,:ictions. The basic prob ler:1 of relation ship will have t o be 

threshed out to a conclusion, but tho bo ·iil. inc; s l:Qulcl bo n,.,_,dc hero." 

Then the Z.O.A. pr J sidont roc or.mondoc.l t he a:'.opt ion of unoqr:. ivocnl resolutions 

11 cx.prcssil g tho sense of tho Conventi01 t ~a.t tho self-direction and adr.1inistr,.,_tivc 

autonoT7ly enjoyed by dul~r constitutoc Zionist bu ios i n tho past s nnll be fully 

preserved and vigorously sc.fo-ruardod in the future. n 

Fcnr Grab Re sur,cnco 
I n conclusion, Dr. ~ouna~n stated: 

11 The revolutionary cnrccr of Zioni so is by no r.1onns over. If we c ould 

transpose ourselves to so□o p onk in tho futur o a."ld loo1,;: back, we would sec that 

it ho.sonly begun. Lot us not dolu o ourselves into thinldnc t1ntits ultiT7latc 

goals will be nchieve c1 in cmy spore -- il1 I srr.tol, in tho Jonr E st, in the 

internn.tio:1al arena or in our own live s sr.1o othlJ a.T1.c..poacofully, without conflict 

or controversy 

1.1 Arab loaders in Pnlcsti ·10 nnd throu6hou + the Near East arc ongai: ,cd in 
oxhorting thoir· poc,ple an rn.i siac their droop in J confidence by h .. , l clin , up the 
List ric prccodc-:.t of t o Crus::\dc~. T.!. _osc '\:.nr ·1 s, those si ~: s, s .. _()uL!. :1~ -\ oo t ... J:en 
too lightly. Tho Jews of all peoples shoulc.~ not disniss historical preco:.o, t s 
:mc1.. tho losso:1.s of tho p:J.ot, Bot.ween Jew o.: :l Aro.b, 0 iosuo of po"'..cc or tro..r 
ney trenble in the bnlanco for no....'1Y y00.rs to cone. 



.,, 

R unnin J Story~ iny 29, 1949 Pnpo 8 

11 On tho intcrno.tionol scene, Israel has [',lr 00.c.1..y chn.llm r,od British inpcrit'-l 

interests in North .Africo.0 For the Jewish Sta.t o can. ot sl ink fron t 10 i r.iplicD.

tions of its sovereign status, its intcrnatio DJ. position, tho donands of its 

natiom.'-1 int crest nnd the dictate of its spiri tunl hcri tD.Ge. t~1at ovcr t he risks, 

Israel nust r:1ove forward on its roa.d, thorc isno goin§;bnck 0 
11 

111 oo strong in ny faith tl at Zionisn will narc 1 on to not·1 tasks, i;icw battles, 

and ever broadoninr.; horizonse Its ravoluti 0na.r y r r.ytr.n is in our bl ood0 Wo co.n

not lose it and be at peace with oursclvos. 11 • 

O'!'EER ADDRESS~S .i T C \BNEG IE HALL 

OPEl~ING SES SI ON MARKED BY MEMORI.AL TO i1I SE 

Followinr; t ho presentation of colors lod by tho J ewish i'kir V ., torn.ns of tho 

United Stntes and by veterans fron Israel, Flir;r t Lto Pc.ltiol Mnkloff, and 

Pilot Officer fhrnh Makloff of the Isrnol .Air Force, tho businoss sessions woro 

fomally opened at Co.rnogiol Hall, SaturJ.ny ni ~~t, by Jacques Torczynor of Now 

York, cho.irnon of tho Convention Pror;rnn Comittoco Tho cho.irnan of tho oosoion 

was orti ~.1or ay of N,'.:'.shvillo, Tenn., o. vicc-prosicl cnt of the ZOA. Tho conven

tion wo.s gr0ctod in behalf of t c city of !ow Yorir by Hon~ Vincent Ro Inpcllotteri, 

.Acting Mayor of the City of New Yorko 

TORCZYUER AT S:ACKS . ··1TI-ZIO.U STS -------------
In his opening rcr:10.rks, fr. Torczyncr declared that tho convention 11will 

ho.vo to fa.co with di[;Ilit y nnu. conviction the o.rr;unonts ndvnncod by those noo.r

sightecl people who sock to liquidate tho Zionist novon ont{I II Ho ureod that the 

convohtion 11givo gro.vc study to tho plans suegosted by tl c r(m,list~ who o.dvocate 

the continuation of tho orgnnizod Zionist r.iovcnont in the Diaspora. The Sp:) akor 

charred tho.t 11 orc;aniza.tions \thich woro novor intorostod in the f::ito of tho 

Jewish people, groups or individuals who joinoc.l us qui to late in tho hour of our 

destiny, sock to assune tho r.mntle of our novonont o..nd "occono heirs to on 

organiza.tion that still hns n r rco.t tnslc to porforno 11 Ho nd od that tho 11ful-

. . 
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fillne11. t of our o bje c i vo s wi 11 t,., 1m oc o.~c Se T lo pl'o blon of J cwi sh sur

vival, hero, i1 Isrn.ol un everywhere will not be solve ovcrnirht. There 

are no quick panncea.s. 11 

r ey says Zi oni£ts sh0ul . turn to Ar.10ricc.n Scone 

M rti.r.1cr Mny in 1 is a dross, st:1.tcd th:.t Ii Zionists c ~l be 

ccllod upon to turn our atte, ti'.".>n to the Ar:c ricrui scone n.s never before. 

Ron.listic'llly we r.us t ayprD.iso its stron :_ ths o.ncl its we __ :r C'"'SGs. Tho 

.e rican JO\Jish coo□unity ~as probnoly ye t to fi nd o.. sound base for sur

vival and f o r oporntinb on its o me Hi t hc rto it hn.s dope clod upon the 

Olcl World. It needs t o be □ndc o. crou.tive Jewry done with n will to 

li vc. In this tho new Stn.te ccn be of t he grc'J.tc ct .10 lp~ TL.c cro:'.ti vc 

ex -.1ple of I sr. 01 i n t l1c r.1n.teri al and in t r.o cul tur P.l fields shc, 111, f i vo 

a new stinulus n.nc a new □o'1ning t o Jowi h lifo } ere. It 1iill be n. □ajor 

task tJ r.1.:1.ko Jmown the c onr.mni t y of I s r c.cl t t o.t c- f our own- We shall 

have to brine throuch trnvel, canps, s cho lnrshi s, SJJc::u-::o rs '1r.<l tho prin tod 

word, this lutbrs t['ndinr, of tho r.100.ninr.•_ o f tho now 1 i. fG -vnich I src.cl is 

creatinf, We sh . .-,,11 hn.vo the oppo rtu.11ity to foster obrnic orluc,.,,,tion here 

at hone. The taGk is a. c11c..llenbinc ono, It sh'l.11 be our privilege to 

fuse t_10 power and t o _ uDbers u..Tl~- tho s t rcncth n f Ano ricnn Jewry with 

the i do, ls nnd t 10 spi.ri t an tho c re ,-i.ti vi ty of t. 0 Yi shuv, to p ro duce 

pcrh ps a no w n..."1d g l o rioun Gol clon ~1~0 . 

The spc'.1kcr further asserted thot 11 wo s l1rll bo cullocl u on 

to create in our ovm. Jn orica, a ne I JaVish ethos which ~h,.,11 i1 turn 

produce a Jewish life \,.rorthy 0f tho new St ·-..to ,:.ncl its pc )plo. To t hose 

tas.r:: s we shell re edicnte our'"'eh e s, fir□ in t 0c resolve t na.t tho r.o H 

stato and the Jowi s.1 people h"VC ns t _o i r s ily to c ont1•ibuto in tho 

future as in the past, t ow,,_rd vindicntinc:, t .10 wriys of Goel to □'1.11. 
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STEPffiM S. WISE MEMORIAL 

The Snturdey night session in Cu~ogie Holl was dovotod in 

part to a mer.1orial for the late Dr. Stephens. Wise, with Rnbbi P1ilip 

Bernstein of Rochester, who was a closo associnto of tho d ecensod, deliver

ing tho eulogy. In his 1:1er.1orial n.cl.dross, Rabbi Bornstein paicl tribute to 

Dr. Wise• s rare hunon qµali ties oncl his services to tho cause of tho 

Jewish people and to r.1ru1kind. liFundonent,~l to his outlook W;).S his faith 

in his fellow-men o.ncl his love for thoo. A pr ofound f ai th in d.enocrncy 

was in the very ool"o of his being. 11 

The speaker continued: "His wns a pnssionn.to lovo for 

America. Unlike those born in this cotmtry, ho said, "foreign born 

Americans like r.1yself clo not take l~oricn. f or {;ranted. 1·10 look tp on 

American citizenship ns the nost precious a;1d so.creel of ooons . 11 But he 

loved America not just as it was but o.t its best. Ho roso!1ted nnc1 re

sisted exploitation, discrir.iinntio:i, corruptio:1. He nttr,ckod dishonesty 

in high plnces and bigotry i r: low,, 3o co !:siclerc..t:io :1 of expedis~cy could 

deter hi.m f rom spcnking the trn tho II Boca.use Ian nn Ar.1eric311 I nr.1 froo. 

Because I an an Jir.1ericn.n I shnll live and labor to t he end that all □on 

be set froe. t 

"He had n passionate love for his o\'m people. The crucinl 

test of a Jew in his feelinf;of identification with the fate of his follow 

Jewso It was because the .Anerican Council for Judaisn could not success

fully neet this test that he detested then. He could not forc ivc the□ 

for attei. ptin => to inpose 011 i on.logy corn of timidity nnc1 sycophancy, 

on Eu:"opGr:-.n tTcwry struggling desperately for survival and nn tional re

birth., 11 
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Rabl:li. Bernstein stressed Dr. r-rise' s Zionist fervor ru1, role as a 

founder of the Zionist Organization of Ar:10ricn.e 11 Dr., Wise id not rer,a.rd 

Zioris□ as a forn of dofen.tisn or escapisn. _e sa..w it 3€[1.inst a b::i.ck,.. 

eround of Jewish history a.'1'1d Jewish needs as the denocrn.tic, prot,ressive 

statosnanlike oolution of tho Jewi.sh probleno It wo.s not b0cuuso he 

despai rod. of denocrn.cy that he was a Zionist but because l e belie vod in it ond 

in its extension.. So ho h~,d faith in .tJJerica and he lovecl it wi. th a f orvor 

aldn to h:i. s love for his o~m peopleo I imow of no one who was noro con

pl e te ly a Jew nnd an Ar.1e ri ca..r1 than ho. 11 

rlHe believed, as we oust, that the survivPJ. of Anorico!l denocracy is 

in.dispensable to the wolf are of 1.1cnkindo Anc v1hnt hope woulcl there be for 

little Israel if deuocr:icy should co U11~.er anl worlc1 organizn.tion with it? 

The answer to the Je\;,ris!1 probl-in as to t _o t0tol hunnn probler.1 i:} tho 

freedor.1 and tho e qunli ty in which Stephen ~Ti so so po.ssiona to ly believed. 11 

"It was this de·1ocrntic a.pproac:i to Zionisn which no.de hir:1 so effective 

au interpretor to tho Anericn.n people aDc1 their lenclers. Le touched a 

responsive chore.. in tha hearts of inr..unorable Ancricons who s01sod in the 

Zionist cm torpri so the sor.10 pioneering spirit which four-.<led this country 

nnd r.1ad0 it creat." 

.lL/L!LJLJULJLJLJLJLJLJL.lWl.JULJJ...I.L..LL.IJ..!J..'.!..11.JL 
mnr1r;nnnr1,1nnnr1nnnnnnnnrrr1r 



' 



III 

As I h ve indicated, ch will be ai to orrow iJ' other , 

i 1 di Jud ·rki ~ Dr c·1~r. r nd T lie-e, r. Fri ch, touc. ·n the nc u e - .. n u ) e Y' J - Y' 

n Or a z t·on. 

will therefore confin 

achio e o .e clarity. 

self to a g, ou ht to 

For several years p st the 

ur nt neede n Israel has ecom in thi country, ncroo in ,l the re -

ponsibil • ty of Jewieh comm.uni ties and o mori n Jewry a"' (: hol 'Ih s 

ha been a 1 pro ees . I ell recall how few .ere tho c ho re pon ed 

to our call when I undertock the organ_zation of th Keren ye od in tr-_ United 
' States, enty i ht~ ar ago, and ow fe they still ere, hen I or am.zed /\. 

and directed the United •ale ti ~peal in 1925. But th ste 

in the days of J- i tler, and bove all, the t triUJ-nph of Zioni r.1 it-

eelf in the political arena and on tho battlefields of Israel - 11 the 

ha ,e fin y rallied even the doubterG and waver rs, even the keptics and 

the cynic. 1e welcomed them all.as e have alway e oomed new friend 

and converts with outstretched ams. And it i or that rea on that c 

responde o readily to the su gest·on ut fo a::tl last Fall, that cord 

liberal repre ntation to local eommunitie and welfare funds on the oven1-

ing bodie of th United 'aleetine ppeal, oven though the communi ti and 

welfare funds themselves, de no de nd whatsoever for uch r epr s ntation. 

But the qu st ion remain whether and to what xtm t the organized z_on •. 11t 

ovement in thi country, all more e pecially our ow or anization, halJ 

retain ulti t reaponeibility for the administration and mana ment of 

Zio 1 t fund on th merican scene. It ould, in judgment, g t 

dies rvic to th nt and to I r el, for th organiz d Zi 1 t v, ment 



IV 

to relinquish th t re po ibility. I ones id in anot r con t that 

it i leaeant to i tn sa gr t rush on to th Zio • t band-wagon but 

the .-,. <la r that ucl ru ot: ld Lurl the driv r from -

th driVe('in thie ca e, i h 

o ecent an devoted itself xcluaively to .... -~-. .... ~ 

h 1f centU17. I o 1d ther fo co. 

shall re in ulti1:1 t control o. the Zio .! t fume and th· t the re 

r n tion or Zior· t Or ,ani tion o .m ~ric, th p rent or aniz -

t~on, sh l not b sub tantially duced. 

t e .u t go furth r. I addition to u. ion 

in eneral nd-r 1 i ff art on a o l val, and our partici ti 

in the mana e of the furo s on the A scena, the time co for 

u to ucvelop our o. ct vitie a roj e in Isr~ 1 um r our n 

mana ement, di ction and ntr 1. 1hi r die 1 eparture ut 

th re i le pr cedent for au a pol.1..cy. y ar ago HadA , 

the ~omen' Zi ni t rganiz t o. , nau ur ted such a ro of , 

ich from . ode t be inn n s h rown into a , t and si !fie nt ffort 

on ohalf of Isr 1. In th b innin it tru, this policy do d by 

Hadas ah, was cri ticira d n o po e d de nan I d that • ah 

sho ld turn ov r th proceed of t. collection to th Je ish ncy nd 

the Ker n-1 ayesod, to b .... ni t d by the~ central organ or th 
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I. I TROD CTIO 

AT the last con , ntion of the Zioni t Organiza

tion of America, th p e id nt a authoriz d to 

appoint a Cammi ion n the utur Program 

and Con titution of the oriel Zioni t Or niz tion. 

In due time, Dr. manu I t mann appoint d the 

member of the ommi ion and ub qt ntly, on 

January 23, 1949, the ational E ~ uti of the ZO 
confirmed his action. 

The Cammi ion wa ompo d f the following: 

Judge Simon H. Rifki d (c , airman), R b i Philip S. 

Bern tein ( i e-chairman) Leon I. Feuer, 

!furray I. Gurfein, Mdton Ha . Leon . Kohn, 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal,, Louis • y, ortim r 1a , 

Rabbi Irving filler, Judo-e fo • th nberg, Jocha

non Rudav ky, Robert Szold, Ja q, e Torez ner, Her

man L Weisman. Dr. Benjamin Akzi acted a adviser, 

and Dr. Sidney :larks as secretary to the Cammi sion 

The Commi sion held seven meeting . It invited 

corre pondence from the public through announce

ment in the Anglo-Jewish and iddish pres . any 

Zionists in this country and e en abroad re ponded and 

contributed in importan a to the thinking of the 

Commission. 
The Commission also invited the other Zionist groups 

in the nited States to send representatives to state their 

views. The following accepted: Hadassah Women's 



Zioni t Organization fiz ~achi, nited Zionists-Revi-
ioni t , chdut Ha odah-Poale Zion. 

he e .. • rnnge £ ·ic, thu made pos ible , as of in
e tima 1 ,alu . T all , ho have participated in its 
\\ or tI Commi ion pre e it thank and its high 
appre iation of the er i e the ha e rendered. 

One it m Ii ited a unanimous judgment from the 
embe of the CommL ion, its corre pondent and 

the or anizational repre entative who appeared at it 
meetin : that the Zioni t mo ement had reached a 
tage in it hi tory , ·hen it must think anew of its aims 

and its policie and de i e the in titutional means most 
effectively to carry them to uccess. It was, therefore, 
an act of high tate manship for the ZOA to take the 
initiati e in creating the Commission to erve as a 
repo itory of the ideas whic ave been fermenting 
among thinking Zionists, to sift and appraise the many 
proposal and, as far as po ·ble, to generate new or
ganized thinking. 

The report submitted herewith was adopted by an 
overwhelming majority of the Commission with Messrs. 
Gurfein, Lip ky and Szold dissenting because they dis
agreed with one or more aspects of the report. 

The very severe limitations of the Commi sion's re
spon ibilit must be clearl understood. The Commia-
ion is an agen of ZO . It does not presume to speak 

for the ZOA. It certainly has no authority to speak for 
other Zioni t bodies in America. And assuredly it does 
not pretend to speak for the WZO, whose Congress is 
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the only body authorized to r i e its con titution. It 
follows that what the Commi ion undertook to do a 
to begi a ta k that need doi -not to com I te it. 

J wi h affair in neral a d Zioni t aff ir in p r-
ticular ar in a tate o flt he hi toric vent of the 
pa t f w ear 'ent b th tra i a d Ioriou , ha c 
had a trcmendou impact upon al ph of J ·i h 
life. The J I et in motion orce f 1 hang , hi h 
l a, e not t be pent. h r r till i rati n. 
d mographic ma1 of orld J , r toda r di£-
£ rent from one prepa ed fo e \ 1

\ o Id 
establi hment of the tat of cou 
paramount fact, of momen 
ment. It Pa that fact, 
created the ee ' fa tl e pro·e 
mis ion. The co equence of ha 

•• e to h 

the Zioni t mov ment , Ill have to 1 e 

otl er, , hich 
' to th Com
J , 'r an I f r 

udied b Zioni t 

for ear to ome. 
The last mention d con id atio of hi torical per-

specti e unite with the pre iou 1 m nti 01 idera-
tions of or anizational proto ol to gi this re1 o t a 
character of tentati ne a a r cord of e pl ration 
rather than the announcement of di fo r, 
the tentati e conclusion herein rea hed re lar I 
cerncd with ha ic prin iple ratl e ti an ,, ·th 
programs and activities. 

The Cammi sion suggests that, aft r the Convention 
has recei ed the present report it authorize it circula
ion a material for study and public di cus ion; that 
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the report be ther upon referred to the dministrat1ve 
Council of the ZO • and that, prior to action upon the 
i ue b the central bodie of the World Zionist move
ment, a group repre ntati e of all Zionist bodies in 
Americ undertake a oordinat d tud of the problem 

involved. 

II. CALL TO JEW y 

T • Zioni t mo ement can be justly proud of its 
a Ii rnent in little mo e than half a century, a 

. hort time in the life of people. But it i not our task 
to look b kl ard . \ · e u t look forward. As we count 

01 r gain , not the lea t of them is the growing enthu 
ia m for the future of I ra 1 o t e part of great num-

b r £ J , ., ho d o _ e rlie ar d in the organized 
z·oni t movement. 

t thi riti al 1 our 'e call upon all Jews to meet 
th challenge of the future. \ e earnestly ask all Jews 
~ ho a r with u that un ea ing £fort is ssential to 
make th promi e £ I r el a fulfillment, to join with 
u a we , Till '\\ ith the1 . 

\,V have hi h hope that the time has come when a 
statement of our principle , ill commend itself to Zionist 
a , ' 11 a tho e J T , ho did not in the pa t, call them-
selve Zion"sts. We submit thi program to our £el ow 

Jew as matter of fundamental principle upon which we 
believe the vast majority will find themselves in agree
ment. 
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m. THE IMS OF Zm I M 

THE e tabli hment and international recognition of 
the State of I rael con titute a signal achievement 

for Zionism. The do not mark the fulfillment of all 
of its aims. 

The existence and unity of the Jewish people have 
been and are basic po tulate of the Zionist movement. 

n invariant a pect of th Je, i h people, throughout 
its tri-millenial hi tor , ha b en it attachment to the 
land of Israel. Both e i tence an unit of the Jewish 
people have been fo tered b' the ulti ation of Jewish 
awarenes of it cultural heritag and the will to per
petuate it. Zioni m i an inte r nt of the J wi h 
wa of life; it i not a temporar p litical platform. The 
modern Zioni t movement i an in trumentality 
fa hioned by the Je, i h people for the pre ervation of 
J e-w ish exi tence and the perpetuation of it unity by the 
re-creation of the J ewi h tate in I ra I, the re ival of 
J ewi h culture and the revivification of it er ati e force . 

Thee aims are, in their very nature, a eternal a 
the Je, i h people· and the re pon ibility for their pur
suit and furtheran e an ne er b finall di charg d. 

In the light of the hi toric e ents which have recently 
occurred-tragedy in Europe, triumphs in Israel-we 
venture to suggest a re-formulation of the objectives of 
the Zionist movement along the following lines: 
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The aims of Zionism are: 
1. To safeguard the, integrity and independence of 

the State of Israel as a free and democratic common
wealth by mean consistent , ith the laws of the several 
countries whereof Zionists are nationals or inhabitants; 
to this end, the Zionist movement will render moral 
and material assi tance to the people of Israel, will pro
mote the peedy migration to Israel of Jews desirous of 
ettlin therein, ill further their adequate preparation, 

economic absorption and cultural integration and will 
cooperate in lifting the standard of life in Israel. 

2. To a i t in the organization of all Jewry for the 
abo e- tated purpo es by means of local and general in
stitutions in conformity with local law. 

3. To trengthen Jewish sent1men and consciousness 
a a ople and promote its cul -r creativity. 

I . THE Z10_ 1 T MovE IE T A n THE 
PEO LE OF I RAEL 

THE Zionist movement belongs to the Jewish people. 
11 Jei. s have the right to share in it. Jews in Israel 

a well as Je s out of Israel are entitled to participate 
in the movement,, to shape its policies and execute its 
programs. The rea ans , hich justified conferring upon 
the Jews of Pale tine repre entation at twice the ratio 
for Jews elsewhere have become invalid as a result of 
the growth of the population within Israel and the re-
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duction ln the number of Jel -s in many other countries. 
Representation at the Zionist Congress should, there
fore, be on a uniform basi duo ghout the orld. 

The Jew of Israel and the Jews out of Israel ar bound 
together as one people with a common hentage of re
ligion and culture. Je, s e erywhere ha e therefore a 
p ial concern for the unimpeded flowering of J e vish 

ci ilization in Israel and for the tranquillity and happi 
ness of the Jew in their ancient home. {or over, Je, 
e ery, here anticipate the enrichment of their piritual 
lives from the renais an e of Je i h culture in I ,r el. 

V. Z10 ISM ANn THE GovERNME OF RE 

J SRAEL i a sovereign Stat . Only the citizen of 
Israel m e it aUegiance.. The establishment of I rael 

has in nowise affected the citizienship of Jews of other 
lands. 

The Zionist Organization i a oluntary bod of citi
zens of many lands , ho, acknowledging their kin hip 
vith the people of Israel, are eag r to further their wel

fare. The Organizati n ill in no manner dictate to the 
Government of Israel or attempt to sha e its sovereign 
decisions. Nor ill t e orld z·oni t Organization or 
any of its territorial bodies or institutions consti ute 
themselves agents or instrumentalities, or be subject to 
the control, of the Government of Israel or any of its 
agencies. The activities of the WZO and of the several 
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Zionist bodies and institutions will be pursued con
formably to the law of the several states wherein they 
are domiciled. 

Such a relationship does not preclude, but on the 
contrary invite , cordial consultation, friendly coopera
tion and intelligent coordination with the authorities 
of I rael. or does mutual independence preclude the 
e tabli hment, b agreement with the State of Israel, of 
special procedures for the accomplishment by the WZO 
or by other Zionist bodies of pecific tasks in the field of 
migration to and ettlement in Israel or in other appro
priate field of activity. 

Hi tori all , the party tructure of the Zionist move
ment wa the product of the divi ion of opinion among 
the J , of the world with re rd to the methods of 
buildin the J wi h ational Ho . ince the creation 
of the State of Israel, the divi ion of political opinion 
as to the int rnal and external problem of the State has 
become the concern of its citizens. It is not in the interest 
of the Zioni t movement that Jews living outside of 
I rael hould maintain affiliation with the political 
partie of I rael a uch, hape their policies, or be sub
ject to their direction. onethele , it i understood 
that Jew outside of I rael , ill continue to differ on the 
manner in which the ill wish to see Israel de elop and 

ill continue to give sympathetic support to like-minded 
enterpri es and movements in Israel. 
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VI. STRUCTURE OF THE Z10 I T 0 EM T 

THE new circumstance require a gradual hift of 

the organizational center of gra ity from the orld 

Organization to the territorial bodie . Centralization in 

the WZO was e ential before the independence of 

Israel and so long as colonization and political acti ity 

were it prime responsibilitie . Before the e tabli hm nt 

of th tate of Israel, WZO exerci ed through the Je i h 

Agency quasi governmental function in Pale tine. That 

category of activity has become the inalienabl pr roga

tive of the State of I rael. In ofar a r pre nt tion to 

indi idual go ernmen and pu 1i 1 tion work in 

any indi idual country are till ir d the can be 

appropriately engaged ·n by local • n· t bodie hich 

are not subject to direction from b ond that country' 

border . Decentralization, combin d with lo al elf

direction, will like i e permit of a fle ible di tribu

tion of respon ibility for the variou proj t e ential to 

the development of Israel in accordan e with the prefer

ences and potentialitie of the e eral territori 1 bodie • 

Consideration should therefore be gi en to the pro

gre i e onver ion of the ZO into a federation of 

territorial organizations. Through the Congre and the 

World Zionist Executive the required mea ure of co

ordination among the territorial bodie and with Israel 

would be achieved. The conver ion from unitary organi-
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zation to f deration may be achieved with a minimum 
of interruption to exi ting activities if i is pur ued 
through a pre-determined series of stages. In such a pro--
c • it i r a onable that the educational and cultural 

sph re of activit ma mo t readily be transferred to 
the territorial federations while the practical tasks of 
• mmi r tion and colonization are continued under cen
t al mana em nt until the present mass movement is 
sub tantiall completed. 

uch reconstruction of the relati e spheres of the 
ZO and the territorial oclies carries in its train a 

number of ubsid1ary chanrres. It renders possible the 
abolition of the . hekel both as a source of revenue and 
as an evidence of the electoral franchise and the re-or-
anization of the World Zioni t Con,gress as a body of 

del gate from the territorial or an·zations with repre
s ntation proportionate to their effibership. 

It i recommended that ithin individual countries, 
the variou , ings of the movement be united into a 
m le organization or federated, by agreements freely 

made among them, into territorial organizations whose 
inter al ruling bodies and 1 hose delegations to the 
Congre shall be proportional to the relative strength 
of the arious wings of the Zionist molement in the 
country. 

he standard of member hip , ithin the territorial 
organizations should be le£ t to the di ere ti on of the 
re pective territorial organizations. 
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II. F NCTIO S O THE Z10 1ST O EME T I 

AMERICA A D L EWBERE 

r-rH functions of the Zionist mo ement are nece sarily 
l accommodated to condition prevailing in various 

lands. Work for Is ael, assistance of Jewish migration to 
srael, and fostering of Jewish elf-awareness are, of 

course, of universal application. The functions which 
are of particular moment to American Zionists are: 

1. To continue to generate among the Jews of Amer ... 
ica a climate of opinion fav,orable to Israel and its maxi
mum development and 'to instill zeal in the performance 
of the practical tasks necessary for the firm establishment 
of Israel as a successful, going conicem. 

2. To promote in the general body politic of .America 
an understanding of the aims and ideals of the Zionist 
movement. 

3 To build a two-way bridge between America and 
Israel for the free movement and exchange of men, 
materials and ideas for the common enrichment of both 
communities. 

4. To facilitate the immigration of Jews into Israel, 
to encourage Halutz movements among the youth, to 
provide for the traimng of the migrants for a useful 
life and their economic absorption in their new home, 
to promote agricultural, industrial, commercial and 
scientific development so as steadily to enlarge the 



capacity of the land to receive new increments of popu .. 
lation. 

5. To enlarge the means at the disposal of the cen-
tral Fund of the movement. 

6. To encourage the inve tment of capital and talent 
in useful enterpri es in I rael. 

7. To fo ter among the Jews of America self-aware
ne s and a sense of kin hip , ith Jews everywhere, and 
timulate Jewish cultural creativ • ty. 

8. To encourage the spread of the Hebrew language 
and of Jewish culture among the Jewish youth and the 
Jewi h population generally .. 

g. To cooperate vith other organizations in defense 
of Jewi h rights and other matt rs of common concern. 

II. F' DS 

WITH the ph ical transfer and economic absorp
tion o ma immigration to Israel on an unprece

dented cale looming a the most urgent tasks of the im
mediate future, special attention must be given to an 
efficient and producti e relationship between the Gov
ernment of I rael, the ZO, and the financial instru
ment of the mo ement. It is dear that the various 
Funds will have to conduct their operations in the terri
tory of Israel in conformity with that country's laws and 
in close cooperation with the Israeli Government. At the 
same time, representing as they do the efforts of world 



Je,-.ry for the benefit of I rael and its ne, ettlers, these 
Funds cannot, of course, be placed under the au hority 
of the State of I rael. 

The priority of the two central Funds of the move
ment, the Keren Kayemeth and th Kere Hayesod, 
mu t remain as u ed throughout the period of ma 
immigration to Israel. The Government of I rael, th 
.Yorld Zioni t Organization and it t rri orial bodies, 

and all other ignificant Jewish group , hould be a ked 
to cooperate in securing the priority of the e two Fund 
and in regulatmg the exten to which other fund eek
ing to mobiliz Jewish upport for I ra 1 ma be en
courage . 

L . CooPERATIO BETW ZIO IT D 

o- -Zm IT 

D E I BLE as "t i to bring about in ernational 
coordination of Zionist and non-Zioni t effort on 

behalf of Israel, experience ha demon trated the diffi
culties of attempting to in titutionalize uch coordina
tion on the international level. In the pre ent circum
stances, , ith the empha i hifting to the territorial 
organizations, it is ugge ted that Zioni t-non-Zioni t 
ooperation at I a t be trengthened on the territorial 

level. 
The Zionists of America welcome the cooperat"on of 

non-Zionist groups in promoting the welfare of the 
people of Israel. They are prepared to enter into agree-
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ments regarding the coordination of their respective 
efforts and o participate in suitable agencies for such 
purpo e . As an initial step in this direction, it is recom
mended that American Zionists promote the formation 
of a con ultative body representing all Jewish groups 
intereste in the welfare of Israel. 

imilar arrangement are recommended for any other 
country in which coordination between Zionists and 
non-Zionist friends of Israel appears advisable. 

Since the desired coordination can be obtained by 
mutual agreement only, no attempt is made here to 
particularize the terms thereof. 




