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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 4 .1 EAST 42nd STREE.T • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Dr . Abba H _el Silver 
DATE: August 12, l 94~ 

FROM: Dr. Sidney Marks 

SUBJECT: 

What are your advices? 

My kindest personal reg,.rds. ,.._ 

SM:hsl 

IIOOR[ auslN[S FOR\! . I c .• llloll A. fl. Y. 
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GIIIBRAL ZIONIST OROlBIZATIOK 011RCJIITIM 
,. ,. 4?, 01l10 2988 

Buenos lin1 

Jul.7 21, 1948 

Dr. ~ l.,,._DDI 

We are taking tJlia opporiunlty to write to 7011 
to express our surpriae at the strange attitude tovarcla 
all the Zionist groupa here inolud.1~ our ovn part.7 taken b7 the iaport.ant 188der, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

Dr. Silver appointed a man out ide ot all Zionist 
institutioiis t.o be responsible here oo.r goYarmental 
oircles tor all attair1 ot ~at.est politioal illponanoe 
vhioh oonoerna the State ot Iara.el. According t.o oertain 
ruaors, the man vaa inetrwsted not totake aJ17 ad'Yioe trail 
vhoaever it aight be oonaen¢11 all these •tters. Dia
appoihtaellt without. notlnaation and without consultation 
vith the General Zioniata here oan be understood. Uter 
all, ve vere reaponaible tor all tioniat aotivitiee OYer 
a period ot teu ot yeare and w ban prepared the ground 
umer ftr7 untawrable oirwt.anoea. Vh7 should nab a negatin attitude be takflD tOll&l'U the General lioniata 
here vho are in a Tery uneaq position! We hope tba\ you 
vUl Naliu thie yourself. We are indeed intereeW M 
hear troa the nrioua aoureea, tbe 1detaila and the t.nth 
about the •tter. Ve vill be n17 grateM it 7011 vlll be 
able to guide u in thie reepeot. 

• Would like to ban your repl:,7. 

Siped1 Dr • .Taoob Belter 
un. S.ONt.UT 

llr. c. B. lpatein 
VloeChdnu 
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Dr. JaNb ldte, &at.tut ~ 
IIIP. o. a. ~ VS. Olllltss • 
Ga■.-.1 l!o i• Or11a••tion of u-«aa1; ,. &. ,,. -. 2988 
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September 9. 1948 

Dr. Sidney arks 
Zionist Ol'"ganization or America 
41 East 42nd Street 
!ff York 17, New York 

dear Sidney': 

S t •~ your Book ~t wrote about t aval.1-
ab_lity rar distribution of rq book, 11Tbe orld Crisia and 
Jm.sh S,llT.iY&l•. ,e bout S00 rna1n1ng copies ot t·• 
Tolume~ and I should be pleaead ~ oo partment ,rould 
handle the distribution ot these vol y are priced at • 

2.So each. I wo lld, of course• UlcUl..e -- available to tha 
z.o.A. at t e cus nary wholesale pr1 • and your Depar1aDent, 
would re1aburee as the books are 8'>ld • 

• th all ood hes, I raaain 

V r:, cardialJ3" yours• 

ABBA JIDJJ-:I. SlLVER 
AHSaer 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

September 16, 1948 

In the absence of Sidne7 Marks, your letter of September 9th 
addressed to him has been called to Jiff attention inasmuch as the 
ZOA Book Bureau falls within my jurisdiction. 

We at one time bad a considerable number of copies of wThe 
World Crisis and Jewish Survival", and upon checking the record I 

CABL& ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS 

find that the book has been selling consistently. However, we still 
have about 400 copies on hand. Should we dispose of these within the 
next few months, I shall be glad to arrange with you for purcha•ing 
the remaining 500 copies which you hold. 

CA:RW 

Si[;_ ours, 

Carl Alpert, irector 
Education Department 
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.I CV.SS OF SfRVICE OESIREO ~ 

DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM OROINARY 

OA'f URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTtR LETTER 

P~tron1 1hould chttk claa of 1erv1" 
d red , olh•rY-ist: the. mft'Sas-e wtll be 

tnn mitt~ aa a t~lt,:rrnm or 
ord1r;, .... cable,rT:i,m. 

WE ST 
/ 
UN I 

ERN 
ON 

A. N . WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT -

Send the f ollowlng telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

Care of or Apt. No.~IOFIST_ ffiGANIZATIO OF_ IER CA 

Sender's name and addr~s 
{For reference only) 

C HECK 
1207 

$ 

ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

s 

TIME FILED 

F 

Sender's telephone 
number 
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE NATIONAL EliliCUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE 
ZIONIST OHGANIZATION OF AMERICA HELD ON SATURDAY EVENING 

SEPTEMBER 18th, 1948 AT THE HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA, NEW YORK CITY 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, ZOA President, chairman of the meeting welcomed the 
members of the National Executive, and members of the National Administrative 
Council who were in attendance prior to the meeting of that body scheduled for the 
following day. He commented on the illness of Numa Torczyner who had been stricken 
seriously ill in Amsterdam, Holland, while en route to New York from Israel where 
he attended the sessions of the Actions Committee. 

Before taking up the prepared agenda, the chairman spoke briefly of the meet
ing of the Actions Committee, whose sessions will be fully reported during the 
course of the National Executive Committee and National Administrative Council 
meetings. He stated that the prestige and influence of the ZOA was at its highest 
peak, with Zionists from all over the world looking to it for moral strength and 
support, and expressed the hope thaf the organization would live up to its great 
responsibilities at this critical time. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

Dr. Sidney Marks, Executive Director, appraised the outstanding role of the 
American delegation at the sessions of the Actions Committee. 

In his report on the various activities of the ZOA and plans for the ensuing 
months, Dr. Marks revealed that under the leadership of Joseph Goldberg, national 
ZOA membership chairman, enrollments had increased 20% over the same period last 
year, with 66 new districts organized, making a total of 685 districts to date. 
He stressed the need for additional life memberships. 

American Zionist Fund 

Collections for the AZF have exceeded that of the previous year. He expressed 
appreciation to Mendell Selig, national chairmen, and Manuel Posy, director, for 
their efforts in behalf of the Fund. At the same time he pointed out that income 
from dues was not sufficient to meet the growing needs of the organization and 
urged increased efforts for support of the .I.\ZF as the "financial mainstay of the 
organization and the basic source of means for the far-reaching expansion of its 
educational, public relations, and other activities." 

Public Relations 

Dr. Marks commended the complete coverage of the meeting of the Actions Com
mittee by the Public Relations Department and The New Palestine, headed by Mr. 
Ernest Barbaraah. This first-hand material had served as a basis for the general 
and Jewish press. Likewise, the Convention proceedings had received unprecedented 
space in both the foreign and domestic press. The Public tlelations Department was 
geared to implement the expanded ZOA program during the coming year. 
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Education 

Under the guidance of Dr. Robert Gordis, national chairlllaJ.!, and Carl 
Alpert, director, the Education Department is preparing an expanded prograr.1 
in line with the evolving concept of the future of the Zionist movenent in 
America. This ,dll include special education courses , increased sch~larships 
Lor young people to study in Israel, the establishment of Zionist institutes 
and adult camps, etc .. 

Israel Zguipment_Project and ZOA Food Project 

The recently·established Israel Equipment Project of ulich Benjamin Deft, 
member of the NEC, is chairman and Yehuda Hellman di~cctor, is rn['::ing progress . 
Dr. narks r eported that considerable support for thi.::: project had already been 
received from the Michigan area, and thanked 1-'[orris Jacobs, presidc_1t of the 
Detroit ZOA for his coopera·l,·i_o:1. 

As a result of nogotiatioas wi·~h the Israeli Supply Mission, arrangements 
are now in procress for the law1chin:; on a nation ·ido scale, of tl10 ZOA Food 
Project, to be ad;i1..;_nisterod y the American Zionist Fund. 

Dr . 1'·.iarl~s stated that t11e entire membership has been mobilized to give 
priority sup)ort and fullest cooperati.on to the UJA campaign, as uell as to 
the activities o:.:' the .mcrican Zionist i!:merse cy Council. 

In concluding his ropo t , Dr . ,Jarks paid tribute to Rabbi Joror1c Unger, 
Associate Executive Director, who acted drTd.n.-;- l is absence from the country. 

Tho r elJort of the Exccuti vc Director was una.11i:--iou.sly app o od. 

Budn:ot 

Milton Pollac_: chairman of t_10 ZOA Finance Committee, revic red tJ1e previous 
year1 s budget and a alyzcd tho permissive budget a· .._)roved by t c convention in 
principle and ro::urrcd to the :~ational Adninistrativc Council for adoption. 
tc . Pollack stated the Finance Comui ttcc has been set uu to o su:"'c a xir11Um .. 
of efficient adninistratj_on of funds for t ~1e onsuin~ year and ,.as ho2eful tho 
ZOA would conti:1uc to keep II out of t .. 10 red. n 

At tho sum;ostion of 1:r . Sol Cohen, it \:as agreed to .ail conics of tho 
J)Udsot as finallv approved, to ri:embers 0~ t~ 0 rec for t11cir guic.a. cc durin :, 
t'1c year. 

Rabbi iill,.,r , ch~irna·1. of tho 1 a tional Adminis·c.ra ti vc Co mcil explained 
tl1at t'10 Con,.>tittttion of ~c ZOA provided for the adoption of tho deJ.initivo 
budget at tho first .motinG of the rAC following tl10 convention; t 1.a ·::, the frame 
uo1"'k of the budget n1s usually app: .. ovod by .Jvhe na ·ional convc:-rc:.on. Any devi
ations in the dei.initive budf:_;ct may 1Jc made by t c il:..":C at s1 bsc -:1 C:1"~ meetings . 

In orde:-- to facili ta to tho wor :in ,:.; operations of t'10 orcnn:.zo.t5.on1 a reso
lution uas introduced by tho chair:1an and m1ani1.~o wly adopted, authorizing tho 
officers and the Inner Connittoe, after co~1s ltation ,dt11 t 1c _•inanco Com·.littcc, 
to make any necessary intori:1 decisions uith r egard to o~Jonditnres wit1in the 
framcworl-- of the budget bet men now and tho next meeting of tnc H.t~C . 
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The National Executive Connnittce approved the appointment by the ZOA 
president of the folloHing members constituting the Inner Conmdttee for the en
suing year; Dr. :smanuol Neumann, ex officio chairman; Daniel Fr~sch, vice 
chairman; Mark Sugarman, Coatesville, Pa.; Dr. Israel Goldstein, Ifo, • ~ork; lTilliar 
SyJJr, Philadelphia; Rabbi Irving Miller, \Joodmere, L.I.; Jiilton Pollack, Brooklyn; 
Abraham Goodman, Ydami.; Charles nes :, Mt. Vernon, 1T.Y.; Benjamin Brow" r, Brooklyn; 
Joseph u. Greenleaf, Mt. Vernon, N.Y.; Deuey D. Stone, Brockton, Hass; Jacques 
Torczyner, Ne ., York; Herman 1:eisman, Scarsdale, N. Y.; Jl,·endell SeliG, Leominster, 
Hass.; Dr. Sidney Marks, ZOA Executive Director and Rabbi JeroL1c Uncer, ." 
Associate Executive Director, ex officio. 

Subvention to Fistadruth Ivrit,h 

The chairman reported that a special subcommittee had been apyointed by the 
Inner Committee to meet \.it:1 reprosontativcs of the Histadrutli' Ivrith for the 
p 1..1'!:)0se of dote • 1.:ning uhich particnlar acti v:~ tics of the Histadrut 1 Ivri t h arc 
of spacial interest to the ZO 1. for rhich special or addi tioi1al a!1)-"0:priations 
mi~ht be considered. The His·~adruth Ivri th rccoi vcs an annual su1Jvention from 
the ZOA for tho promotion of rcbrcw. 

COlJVEr TIO\ R~OLUTIONS --------~- --
The chair an celled on Rabbi Unger to proe.!cut several important rcsolt:tions 

uhich had been prepared at the convcntio~1 ru d referred to t!1c lJatioi.~al Executive 
CoITu-ni ttee for action. The follo, .'ing resolutions were adopted: 

Hebrcu Uni ver::ii t7-I-Iaqassc1h •ieqical ..§.c.h.2£1 

A resolution endo·--sinc the .. 4,0001 000 campaign for the cstabli!::11IT1ent of 
tho first ·,1cd.i.co.l school in Iaraol to train physici ns and scientists, and 
calling for the coopcrat:.on 0 1 all Zionist districts an l rcgio ,;, . 

Ar,1e_rican Zionir,t Fund 

A resolution urginCT Udoleheartcd support for tbc AZ"'l b~r Zionist districts 
and regions in f lfillin.:; quotas to be assig11cd to t hem comnonsnrato ui th the 
needs of t c contlnG year and the oreanizcd Zioni t strcngt.n in eac 1 cornmuni ty; 
the resolution stresses that precodor:co must be given in each co:· -~ mity to 
ca:npaigns of the UJA. 

Youth Activitic~ _____ ....._. ____________ __ 

A r esolution consistinc of ~even scpar to directives dealinc co. pr0-
honsi vely with every phase of the Zionist youth pro ;ram w- s ·)rcsci:rtcd. 
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The resolution provides for an expanded program for the education of Zionist 
youth as one of the major functions of the ZOA in the years to come. The ex
tension by the _l\merican Zionist Youth Commission (maintained jointly by the ZOA 
and Hadassah) of its Brandeis Camp Institute to the Seaboard, Southeastern and 
Pacific area was hailed. The resolution recommended to the Youth Commission the 
extension of its sphere of operations beyond the existing Zionist youth organiza
tions to all Jewish youth groups in this country and further asked the convening 
of a conference of all Jewish youth organizations for coordinating youth work in 
relation to the new State of Israel. 

Continuing, the resolution offers encouragement and support to a program of 
cbalutziut and extending greetings to Plugat Aliyah, the General Zionist chalutz 
group in this country, and to the Hechalutz Organization in .America. It recommend
ed the expansion of the Chalutziut Commission and urged ZOA districts throughout 
the country to make chalutziut one of their projects. 

Point seven of the general youth resolutions, directed the administration to 
make available to the American Zionist Youth Commission the sum of $125,000 for 
this year, exclusive of the needs of chalutziut. (In previous years, the alloca
tion had been $80,000)~ Appropriations of the ZOA are matched by Hadassah, joint 
sponsor of the Youth Commission. 

On the recommendation of the chairman, the first six paragraphs of the resolu
tion composed of recommendations of a gener nat re for guidance for the future 
were separated from that part calling for an appropriation of $125,000 to the 
Youth Commission, and were unanimously approved. 

Mr. Pollack suggested that action on the appropriation be deferred until a 
full report of the Youth Commission's activities, now in preparation, was available 
for study. A motion offered by Mr. Pollack that this part of the resolution be 
tabled, was thereupon adopted. In answer to Mr. Herman Weisman's objection that 
this would indefinitely delay action, the chairman pointed out that the Inner Com
mittee had been empowered to act on bud.getary allo~ations. 

Acquirement of New Hachshara Training Farm 

The chairman announced that Mr. R.H. Butler of New York, a member of Dr. 
Israel Goldstein 1 s congregation, had offered to contribute his personal farm at 
Averill Park, N. Y. of 2000 acres, as a hachshara pioneer training farm for the 
chalutz group of IZFA, Ha-oleh. Before his departure for the Actions Committee, 
the chairman bad concluded arrangements with the Keren Ha.yesod to allocate the sum 
of $20,000 to equip the farm whose value is estimated at between $50,000 and 
$60,000. 

Report of Herman Weisman--Youth Activities 

Mr. Weisman, chairman of the PZYC, gave a brief resume of the projected activi
ties for the coming y ar. He stated that Dr. Shlomo Bardin, director of the 
,t,2,YC will henceforth devote his entire time to the development of the Brandeis 
Youth Foundation in charge of the operational, educational, cultural policies of 
the Brandeis Can1p Institute. Three such institutes are already in operation in 
various parts of the country. Candidates to fill the post of director of the Youth 
Commission are being interviewed. 
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Mr. Weisman pleaded for greater support of youth activities under the sponsor
ship of the Youth Commission. He stressed the need not only of financial aid, but 
the enlistment and cooperation of new personnel who would be free to devote them
selves wholeheartedly to this important aspect of the Zionist program--an aspect 
which was in keeping with the policy outlined in the presidential address at the 
ZOA convention. 

The chairman expressed his appreciation to Mr. Weisman for his distinguished 
and loyal services as head of the Youth Commission and added that he hoped the 
entire expanded youth program would receive the serious consideration of the Inner 
Committee in the coming months. 

Mr. Sol Bena.my of Atlanta, Ga., chairman of a special committee to prepare a 
report on youth activities, announced his committee was making progress and that a 
complete report would be ma.de at the next meeting of the NEC. The information 
would be available to the Inner Committee in the interim. 

Political Resolutions 

Acting on the suggestion of the chairman, a committee of tbree was appointed 
to draft the political resolutions for presentation to the Administrative Committee 
the following day. Rabbi Leon Feuer was appointed chairman, and Leon Kohn, and 
Judge Henry Ellenbogen, members, with Carl Al ert as Secretary. 

§E~dule of NEC Meeti gs 

The chairman presented a tentative schedule for a minimum number of meetings 
of the National Executive Committee and National Admi nistrative Council for the 
purpose of allowing members ample opportunity to avoid conflict of dates and allow 
for full attendance. The following schedule was unanimously approved: 

October 31, 1948 - N.E.C., New York 
December 12, 1948 - Ad. Council, Phila, 
January 23, 1949 - N.E.C., New York. 

Cleveland Member ship Dues 

March 6, 1949 - Ad. Council, Cleveland 
April 23, 1949 - N.E.C., New York 
May 29, 1949 - N.E.C., New York 

The chaiI'rrlan ac cepted with gratitude, a 9hec~ presented by Dr. F.M. Falkman, 
secretary of t be Cle~eland Zionist Society, covering payment for 1,300 members who 
have already paid their dues for the new year. 
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laterials for Palestine and Z0A Food Pro.ject 

Mr. Abraham Goodman, chairman of a special committee for the ZOA, reported 
on his successful negotiations with Ha.terials for Palestine and plans for the 
launching of a Food Project for Israel. As a result of discussion \r.i.th Capt. 
Kollcck of the Israeli Supply Mission and representative of Materials for 
Palestine, an arrangement has been entered into whereby the Z0A ,dll assume 
full and exclusive rcsponsibili ty for the Food Project for Israel. It ,-1as 
anticipated this campaign would cover a period of about three months. This 
would in no way interfere with the Z0A Israel Equipment Project and tho continued 

cooncration of Zionist districts • ... 

Under tho agreement, the Z0A would cooperate with Materials for Palestine 
insofar as their particular projects are concerned. At this point, Mr. Jacobs 
of Detroit reported that despite the agreement, Materials for Palestine was 
engaged in collcctinr; food in that city. Dr. I'lorton Robbins of Neu England also 
questioned tho role of the American Zionist Emergency Council in these projects, 
stating that in his area the activities of the Emergency Council arc being ex
tended to include collection of materials, food, etc. for Israel. Dr. Silver 
asserted the Emergency Council is not to engage in any such uork and has not 
redefined or extended its original program of political and public relations 

activities. 

The chairman cautioned there ~as a need for tightening of discipline ,nthin 
the organization, barrin6 any independent action on policy decision ,rl.thout con
sultation 1-dth tho national administration. He clarified the status of Materials 

for Palestine and Americans for Haganah, and emphasized the importance of Zionist 

districts communicating first vrith Z0A headquarters for clearance and guidance 
before en~aging in campaigns sponsored by other groups. He reminded the members 

that such a resolution had been adopted previously by tho National Administrative 

Committee and that a directive to that effect had been sent to all Zionist dis
tricts rcquosting their cooporatio1~ in implementing this decision. 

Hr. Maurice Egnal, president of the Philadelphia ZOA, reported on the successful 
activities on behalf of the Equipment Project, resulting in the full cooperation 
of leadine industrialists and others in that particular field. Li\:owisc the 
Zionists of his city arc earnestly at work on the Food Project and have pledged 

to contribute food in tho value of ::11,000,000 -cl.thin the prescribed period. 

In response to a request for further information on the activities of 
1-Iatcrials for Palestine and the extent of Z0A cooperation uith that c.;roup, 
Mr. Abraham Goodman stated that a joint comraittec of tuo representatives from 
the Z0A and ~terials for Palestine had been established to clarif.,r and coordinate 

all projects before authorizing participati on of Zionist districts. 

The chairman emphasized that top priority will continue to be g.iven to the 
UJA in all communities. 

Upon motion of Leon Kohn, the agreement with Hatcrials for Palestine was 
ratified and the Z0A Food for Israel Project v1as fully endorsed. 

The president was authorized to appoint a national chair:·~an anc~ comnittce 
for the Z0A Food Project. 
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Bank Sign~tures 

A resolution presented by Milton Pollack, authorizing the following signa
tures on ZOA checks was approved: 

One: Mr. Mark Sugarman as treasurer, Mr. lilliam Sylk and Mr. Joseph 
Greenleaf as Associate Treasurers, and !,rr. Jacques Torczyner as alternate for 
the above; Two: For the Finance Committee, Hilton Pollack as Chairman, or 
Bernard Singer, vice-chairman, or Philip Lassar or Jacob Goodman as members of 
the Finance Comr.1ittee; Three: Abraham Goodna.n, vice-president, Dr. Sidney 
Marks , Executive Director and Rabbi Jerome Unger, Associate Executive Director. 
Any member of one group is authorized to sign for any member of another group. 

!Ir. Pollack further moved that the Finance Committee be authorized to 
open such additional ban.~ accounts as in its discretion may be advisable. 
This was approved. 

National Executive CoPll'!littee Vacancies - . 

The chairman stated that at the national convention one vice-presidency 
and seven places on the National Executive Committee had been left unfilled. 
In addition, the president was authorized to recommend to the Administravtive 
Council the names of eight additional members instead of five as formerly, 
thereby making a total of fifteen to be designated, and one vice-president. 

To t his end, invitations have been extended to prospective members , 
including several affiliated with the Co ··ttee for Progressive Zionism. In 
t he absence of definite replies at this time, the chairman was authorized to 
make recoIDI!lendations to the meetinb of the rational Administrative Council the 
following day, or otnerwise leave the vacancies open uritil the next meeting of 
the National Adminis trative Council. 

Re ort of Dr. Goldstein ,,,, _ __ __ -------c..- ..... 

The chairnan e::cpressed the profound r atification of the ZOA on the 
election of Dr. Israel Goldstein ~st easurcr of the World Zionist Organization, 
and assured him of the fullest cooperation of t1e ZOA in meeting the challenge 
nd r esponsibility Wi1ic~1 has co. e to him. He voi ed appreciation that this 

important post :as been assumed by a General Zionist and President o the 
Gonfedoration of General Zionists . 

In his repo t, Dr . Goldstein stated ~e ad remained 5.n r~rael after the 
adjournment of the Actions Comr.1ittee, to ta.kc preliminary steps in tle way of 
personnel and organization in preparation for his new undertakinQ . He 
announced t 1.t Meir 1·a.rtman, General Zionist leader in Israel, will serve as 
special assi tant to the treasurer. 

T e cnief 1.1ork of the Jewish A
0
ency t this time , w~1ich is tied up closely 

wi t~1 t 11at of t 110 Treasury Department, will be t _ e absorption of nc r i mriigration 
and colonization on a mass scale . He reviewed several aspects of /u erican 
participation to make this unprecedented pro am possible, including the 
enlistment of private capital for Israel and American industrial techniques 
and business s!cill . 
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Report of Dr, Silver 

Before calling on Dr. Silver, the chairman rcvieucd some of the :problems 
which confronted the American delegation upon its arrival in Israc~. He paid 
t ribute to Dr. Silver' s role at the Actions Committee sessions, st~ting that 
many of the major accomplis11ments would not have boon possible wj_ thout his 
po rcrful support and l eadership. 

Duo to the lateness of the hour, Dr. Sil ver stated he would defer his 
lengt11y r eport of the t ctions Cammi ttcc until the following day. He confined his 
remarks mainly to the American political scene and analyzed the attitude of the 
U. S. Government on three major issues upon which no action has as yet been taken 
- namely, de jure rccoc;i1ition of Israel , the loan by the E>.1>ort- I n;_)ort Bank, and u.s. backing of the proposed admission of Israel to membership in tho United 
Nations. Pointing out that America remains the kc factor in the situati on, 
its failure to tal{o a positive stand had influenced member nations of tho UN to 
postpone favorable action on Israel, until tho US took an affir -.1ativo stand. 

In analyzi nG tho effec t of the assassinati on of Count Bernadotte in re
lation to Israel, developments at tho UN , and world reaction, Dr. Silver 
characterized tho assassination as a crir.1inal, dastardly act \Thich ,10uld be 
seized upon by other count ries t o delay favorabl e, action. } o rovi c .red happen
ings in Israel s i nce ffr . B·i_nche had as sumed the rol l.., of actia3 UlI Palestine 
mediator and strongly condor.med his statements w11ich blamed tho Israeli govern
ment for the assassinat ion. Ho regarded Mr. Buncho• s utti tud0 a~ h ostilo to 
Israel. 

Dr . Silver cauti oned t hat despite tho tremendous p:-cogres s aJ.r cady evident 
in the new J ouish State, \Thich uas a source of pride to all , there ucrc still 
many problems to be faced , - economic , social and political. He pleaded f or 
patience and undorstandi nG, und a determination on the part of American Zionists 
to prepare themselves 1 0 , , spiritually and morally, for constant, unrelenting, 
nndcviating loyo.lty to t ho up1)uilding of the JC\ i.s _1 .S tate. 

The meeting adj ourned at 12: 20 A. I. entil tho follouing mo ni ng, with 
tho singing of Hatikvah. 

Rcspcctf 1l l y subnittcc1, 

Dr. Sidney 11arks 
Executive Director 



Mii, UTJ;S OF THE NATIOi' L ADr-iINIS'rRATIVZ COUUCIL, ZIOIHST ORGi~ !IZATIOH OF ·ItRICA 
HELD O SU/DAY . SEPTZIIB::;R 19 , 194 _--'IC'i'EL P:t ~JSYLVAHIA.Jri: T lORK_~----

Tne fi r st meeting of the duly co:nstitutecl ratio!lal Administrative Council was 
opened by its c.1air man , Rah bi Irvine; 11.iillcr , at 10 : JO • l •• 

&~PORT OF 2ic:BCrTI v.S DiitLCTOR 

Dr. Sidney lfiarks , ZQ\ Executive Director , rendered a com'I)rohensive report 
covering all pD.ases of Zionist uctivity and plans for the ensuing .. rear . He stated 
t at the goals set at the convention by the various national ac·civity chairrien , in 
coo::_)eration with the ZOA execu.tive staff , were being implemented succe sfully. 
(A fnll summary of this re ort whic~1 was ~iven also at the meetine; of the ilational 
Exccuti ve the previous cvenin , is included in the minutes t'1ereof. ) 

A discnssion followed concernine the position of the ZOA and ~-ts :aembership 
toward tne various campaigns for "Aid t o Israel" projects whlcYhave been initiated 
in several ~)arts of the country independent of the ZOA. 

The chairman cave assurance that the expanded Zionist rocram including many 
new ~rejects which was now under consideration , would be widely publicized and that 
clear directives will be sent to the ZOA membership . He cmp11asized that several 
communications have eonc to districts recently advising Z 1emb0r3 to seek clear
ance with tl1e national o£'fice before participating in outside projects . 

Dr. Robbins suggested that the Isr<leli agencies notify t '1e ZOA leadership in 
advance when their emissaries oxpect to be in this country on procure:,1ent missions 
so t1at arranee 11ents miuht e ma e to coordinate our activities . 

The chairman stated this nro ltl, had rccei ved the a"i:,tcntion of American .. 
Zionist leaders when theJ wore in I rael and .lat negotiations are now under way 
with the Horld Zionist Organization to woric out a means to elif inatc this problem. 

Convention 

Mr. Shoolem Ettinger su.._gostod that early consideration oe ,).v1n to the loc&le 
of the next convention. 

g! ... C and 1r~c l~tings 

In order to allow 'lC bers of tha Io.tional : dministrativc Co ncil sufficient 
advance notice of m,3etin ;s , thG followinc da tos wurG subn:i t tcd for a:,proval : 

Sunday, • ecc1 bvr 12th -- ?hiladelphia ; Sunda r , l 1arc 6th -- CJ.Dvcland . 

T11cso dn t0s were unanimously approv ·d in tho absence of other circumstances . 

Tl e c:1airr1an also announc<ld o. s heduL, of m,.,.::;tin.:,s for t11e F"tional Executive 
Committee for t:.G balance of tho yuar \Ihic!1 h· been a rovv at the previous 
night ' s :nccting9 

A su:,cestion by Mr . Halb~)rt of tlantic City that t;1e final ];!coting of the 
National Administrative Council ~ held on the evl.; of tho convention was noted . 

Reports on Actions Committee Session 

Befor e calling on sev3ral lead,:rs for r\,;ports , the c."!airman rovi wed the 
backgr ound and problems which confronted this historic .,;;,Jssion of t:10 Act i ons 
Committee which me t for the first time since the establishment of the Jewish Stat e . 
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He poi·ltcd out that with the irnmcdi te political objectives attain~d, the major 
problems centered around tho futurG of the .Jorld Zionist Organization and its re 
lationship to tho Govormont of Jsracl . Ht., paid tri but.:: to t: 0 members of the ZOA 
deleza tion who played sue an irrpo:ct nt role in guiding the outcOine of the delib

erations . 

Report of Jud6e Morri~Roth~..n!:llir.g 

The speaker lauded the spirit prevalent ar,1on6 the people of Israel and the 
accomplishments of the new State . 'e spoke in particular of t ~e role which the 
national funds l1ave played and will continue to play in t __ e up uilding of the 
State , and. lauded the wisctrnn shown by the Actions Committee in its decision to 
safeeuard the integrity and autonor.1y of the national fu11ds . 

:Iitn regard to the land situation, Judee Rot21enber 6 stated t at under exist
ing conditions , tr:ere is splendid opportunity to purchase 1~.r0 e trac· s of land at 
reasonable prices . 7: ... e annuL111ent of the restrictive land pnrcl1asin3 laiJS pre,..ent
ed a golden op~ortunity which he warned must not be lost, if la.r ~3 r:1ass'"'s of irn
ni2:- ants a · ·e to be absorbed . .-Jhil'3 there was suffic • ent .. nnpouer, t_!vre was still 
a cr;ying need for more land . 

In introducing Dr . Goldst9i.n , Rabbi l·Iillor , pc:dd tribute to the important 
role which he ha assumed in his new post of tr0asurer of the J·e;;ulsh Agency. He 
voiced the grati tudG of the ZOA that this high position hc.S _:one to a General 
Zionist and the Jresidcnt of the Conf~deration of Q3ncral Zionists and assured him 

... 
of tne fullest cooper tion. 

Dr , Goldstein ' s Reoort 

Befo e dwelling on so .. e of the internal or c.n.:.zational ~;r o le:·.s , Dr . Goldstein 
described conditions in Israel and pra.i.sed the h 4 gh morale of t l,e • ,eople and tl!eir 
great achievements in every field . 

He reviewed the sessions of the Actions Committee and stressed that as the 
largest sint;le part· , the Generc1l Zionists played a sicnific .. ,.nt role in the 
deliber--tions . 

He analyzed the split which ad taY-en place within the General Zionist frame 
wo~k of t .e aoved Ha.zioni and AliJuh Iay asha and t e crea tio:n of a third group 
under the leadership of Dr . I . Gruenbaum as yet unaffili&te uitl any arty. 

Dr . Goldstein characterized the tions Committee deeti:1g us one of the "most 
constructive" in the history of the Zionist novcnent listin 0 as r.'lajor e1.chievements 
the broadenin0 

of the coalition; t~e distinct separation and delineation of 
functions of Goverrnnei;t and the ".Iorld Zionist Orgunization; t:.e strentrthening of 
the 1.orld Zionist Organizat .on ; and the assignr:ient of si r~nifj_cant t1'1di tional 
functions to the Am~ricun section of the J0wish .t1.6 enc:,. llc poiYJ.t ,cl. out that tl1e 
pri.'Tlary task of the Zionist Or 6 ci.nization now will b5 to s0tt:.o in Isrc1el large 
masses of Jews from ::urope , Horth A rice. and other land • He a:!:)1 e&.led for fullest 
supt)ort of Amcric n Jewry compar· ble to tl at which they oxtendod on the mass educa
tion front , a dine this su port of the national fun<ls and the enlistment of 
private capital and skill would d )tcr .. ine to a great extGnt ·i,::e nw11bers who could 
be absorbed into Israel . Ic a;:, aled for sup ort of t'1e UJA crunpaic;n and expressed 
U)prcciation of the servicus ~cndorod by Henry Morgcnt~au , General Chairman , and 
his co- wor.ers . 
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Dr, 'ilvcr 

The next speaker was Dr . 1 bba Hillel S:ilvcr , chai man or the 1,erican Section of the J13wish Age 1cy , who was i traduced by t.1e chair 1an ac "univerr,ally acknowlede;ed es the leader today of World Zionism." 

Dr . Silver stated he would not report on the Actions Committee as it had been fully cover~d by previous speakers . Before going into the political situation , he compared co1ditions in Israel now to that of his visit last Fcbruar.,r , and described the accom11lish;:1ents there as a "miracle." He left Iurael wi tl· a feeling of confi dence that this people which 11 h&s been tri3d under fire and not found wanting uould express itself in creutive activities that would astonnt.1 t:1e ,orld." 

Dr . Silver r eviewed the military and political situation and the hardships impos~d bu tle truce . He urgGd that pressure be exerted by Great Britain and the u.s. on the ,.\rc.b st.:.tns to negotiate directly with Israel for ~euce as the only soll:tion. 

I1 analyzing the cff-;ct of Cmmt Berna<lo t te ' s assassination u ich he described c.s a terri lo tra::redy , Dr . Silver voiced concern lest this "foul act" delay favorable action at tho Uf . He reviewed happenings in Israel since Er . Bunche had assul?lod the role of acting Palostine mediator and strongly conde1anod his statement blamin~ the [:.,tate of Isr -Gl for t:10 n.ssassinatL.,n of Bernadotte . 

Dr. Sil v r then disc.1" cd t~·1c politic, l scone in this countr~, :.,nd 1eclar0d t at the U. S. still ht'ld th0 ke;r to tLo situation in Israel. -:c cc..ll--1d upon the govornncnt to t~ _:ce .. ositiv~) a tion with l'.J_~r •nee to do jurc rcco?nition, the grantine of a loan and the sponsoring of th- a nission of fr;racl :!.nto the UN. He stron.::,ly urgod .erict.n Zionists to int0nsify political action to persuade our government to complete without delay wl at it u 1n so that Isl~ael can carry on its peaceful task of buildin the Jewish St- e . 

The morning s0s~ion adjourned at 1 : 30 P. N9 

lfto_noon Session 

The aft0rnoon sc~sion resumed at 3 . M. with Rabbi Irving r;illcr , national chairman , r 1siding. 

Bud~ct 

l'he first item of busincss W's t·1c pr0scntc.. tion and ado· tion of tho annual budcct. In t 1is conn0ction, t _1e c! airr an statJd that a tcnt~tivo b 1 eet for the comin~ Y-ar was adopted at tho national convention. le roportod t1:at at the meeting of t:10 National ZX-1cutivc t _ e pr0vio s night , it was decided to authorize the Inn0r Conraittc.,c and o .2i 0rs of the ZOA :tn con.:>ultution with t: c I1'in nee Cor,m1i tee to 0~1cratc on tho &sis of last year ' s b l<l..,ot inasmuch as t >.c ox.:: ~t i1 come and budcot could not be fore told at li ~arl,r data . 

• ir . ; 1ilton Pollac.i< , ch ir£M1n of the 20A Finance Commit tco, )OLYLed out tl at tho bt1de3t had been adopt .... d bJ tho convontion in principl0 and u s a pc:rmissi vo bud~ct , totallini; }l,1+66,443, from Octob0r 1 , 1948 to 5cptori bcr 30th. 

l· • Pollack pr~scnt3d a dctaiL .. d dcpartr.1entalizcd brea -:down of proposed cxpcndi tur8s wl thin the ov0rall budget and outlin.Jd the :)urposos for which those 
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expenditures have been allocated. He stated that for the past few years, the Z0A 
has balanced its budget . He asked thut the Natio al Administrative Council 
approve the action of the Iational Zxocutivc . 

In accordance with the action of the National Executive Co:r;uni ttee , the 
resolution was unanimously adopted . 

itlantic Citv District Stutus 

·ir , Halbert of Atlantic City , N. J . announced his di.strict had w~thdrawn 
·i:,he New Jersey region. He requested that his anpointrnent as a i1:.e!, bor of the 
A inistra.tive Council representing his district be confir.nd. 

The question was referred to a committee to 1Jc af:)pointcd by t:1e chair::nan 
u!1ich :5_s to report its findings . 

_Z0A Z~11.,omic Aifairs Commission - Report of "\l~rt H. Schiff 

from 
at 11 

The chairman stated that one of the major tasks confronti:1.3 the Z0A this .,rear 
would ,)e in the economic field . He called upon Albert Scl1i f to report on the 
findings of the Z0A Zconomic Commission. 

Hr. 'chiff advised that the Comt1ission was still in t::c ·_-,rocess of formation 
and t:1at a full report would be available at the next meetii. c of tl e national 
dministrative Council. 

Israel Corporation _of:;..._:=..Qri£,Q 

Hr. Scl iff announced the formation by individual Zioniot off_i_cers and mem
bers of the Israel Corpm·ation of 1arica, whic he point ~.d out was in keeping 
uith t:1e economic program pr-.;sented to t ... e convo tion by Dr. PeumaYin and approved 
by thv.t body. The Israel Corpor( tion of erica is organized under the laws of 
the state of Delaware for )25 , 000 , 000 and is dedicated to furtnering the economic 
upbuilding of Israel t. oueh a proe;ram of housing and the ~ronotion of essential 
industries . It aims to encourage the investment of American :Jr5.vate capital in 
Israel; introduce morican business and indu trial skill; and stren~then the gen
eral cconom of the Jeuish State . 

In repl_,r to a question as to the need of a new corporc.tion j_n view of the 
existence of the Palestine Economic Corporation , 1r . Abra·1am Good1an, Z0A vice
president and c} irr. an of the Board of t 10 Israel Corpor.J. tion d0clarcd, there was 
the desire to oreanize a new corporation not tied to existing erou.ps . There was 
loucvcr, tne fullest cooperation and understanding botwc-.:.n the P2C ard ICA . 

J.ir . Goodman added that lans wl3ra being formulat\jd for t:1e :wldin0 of an 
ccononic conf:)renco in the near f· ·tur.J when a full report uould o . l'1.;; Gentod on 
all uhascs o" the economic dev0lonment of Israel • ... 

ncnort of Dr . Neumann 
·--- ----·-----------

Dr . 1Tour,1ann \Jav.3 a full ro ort 0.1. tl a ctions Cornmi ttoa and a si ificant 
analysis of what its decisions portend for the Zion· st r ov,.Jr,mnt in ~ 1.::rica in the 
comL1J years . 

Ho g~ve an analytical report on tbJ various party alie;nmcnts 1h1ich came into 
play durint tho ~tions Committee mcctin~s, and dcplor0d tho tendency toward part y 
frae,1 ,1entation o.nd the forrna tion of new splinter groups in Ic-rael . He pointed out 
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that many w.10 at heart are General Zionists bclonv t0 other 6roups in Israel , 
often because of minor dioagree~ents . 

He recount~~d the efforts e:xerted by Dr . Silver and hi:·1 elf to bring about a 
unity of t:1e two win_:s o General Zionisr,1 into one united Confeoer2.tion of General 
Zio1j_sn , an eifort in which t.ey had s ucceeded two years ago . 

Jr . Eew: ann spol<:e of t~1e :-:,osition of the Haoved Iazioni , General Zionist 
worJ~ers t :;roup and the liyah Ha~rdasha, anot1 er General Zionist croup com rised 
of newer ettlers from Ger .. any and Central 1:uropean countries , whic."l uas within 
t:· e cer~eral _ra: ework of Ge .. eral Zionists but net art of the Confedcrc.tion of 
General Zionists . These two broups have now be :un negotiations on t:.eir O\•m to 
co:·.1bine and constitute a ne\-1 General Zionist p .. rty in Israel within the Confedera
tion. 

T 10 Gr·•13nbaum group when they found they were a minoritJ in tl:e Gc·1eral 
Zionist Partvr, had stepped out and for1.ed a new splinter group. 

Dr . Heumann corr@ented that Labor also had split into t 1.10 croups - 1 apai and 
iapam, and t\ere was also disunity runon0 the ite ,isionists . 

Referrine to the broadening of the Zionist -:-xecutive coalition , Dr. eumann 
felt it was an anach onism for Zionist pa~ties to exist in the Diaspora in align
ment with similar parties in Israel . HowevJr , he believed t:1e i·e w _c little like 
lihood of such parties being aba.donad in tile Dirtspora in the near f uture , 

Commenting on a recent char e r:mde by the Jrican Pon.le Zion delegates to 
the Actions CoJ11111ittee that the ZOA, in calling or political se~o..ra ~ion of func 
tions between the State and the Horld Zionist Pl ve:1e nt , -10..s spli ttin~ the Jewish 
people . Dr . Neumann point ;d out that according to a r ocent stc:~tc1.10r-c 1ncrle by Dr . 
'.leizmann, which appl3arod in " Tho Star ," of l cw York , he a:'I)rov\.,d t.1is olicJ and 
associated h:ims3lf full with the osition of the ZOA on this insuc . 

Dr . !-.cumann folt it would bo helpful for the ZOA to cultiva te r.iora direct 
relations and have specific projects in Israel ch as other ~rouJ~ . In this 
connection, he su___:c0st8d th0 advisability of ~stablishing a per. ·c..:1cnt office in 
Israel ,: ich would s__,rve ac- a central point for all Americans visitinc; or living 
there . 

He str0ssed the i:. ortance of l>roadeninc; t11e -3conomic field , and implementing 
t he Israel Eq 1ipment Project and t:10 ZOA :Food Prcject . Dr . i:eu....,:ann called for an 
iritensifiod Hebrow ro 0 ram and encoura c. ~ent of a iii 0r Ar,.0rican c .... alutziut move 
ment. 

In concl .1ding his r0port , Dr . Peurrn.n 1 cc.utionod that a cri tlcal ,criod lies 
ahead of Israel and that there WE,r0 ,;-rcat tasys to be fulfilled , in ev:ry plane -
moral, material , political , financial and ocono.ic . 

Political Rosolutions 

Dr . Leon Feuer , chairrrian of tho Political :1 rnolution Comr.:ittec , resented a 
series of resolutions cov0ring tho ass& sination of Count LJornudottc ; calling on 
tho erican eovvrnmont to take positive action in rogard to Israel; endorsement 
of t :10 position taken by the ZOA dologation at the Actions Committee meeting; and 
an appeal to 1 mGrican Juwry to support the u bnilding of I r ael in all fields . 
Those resolutions w0r0 ado tod. 
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itesolution on Be: alf of Dr. Goldstein - --
A resolution expressin5 the (J'reat satisfaction of the ··rational Administrative 

Council upon the election of Dr . Israel Goldstein to the Executive of the World 
Zionist Organization and his designation as Treasurer , was unanimously ap roved . 

Resolution on Dr , Bunche : 

At the s1.1.ge;estion of Dr . Silver , the Political Committee was a 1thorized to 
draw up a resolution repudiating the charge of Dr . Bunche, Acting Palestine ,Jedia
tor, t:1at the State of Israel was 1·esponsible for the assassination of F,ernadotte, 
anu calling attention to the primary responsibility of the UN to ta:.:e such steps 
as may be necessary to safeguard its personnel . 

Mr. Joseph Goldberg ' s suggestion that copies of the political resolutions be 
distributed by the American Zionist Emergency Council to all districts was noted . 

Dr . Robbins suggested that Dr . Ueumann 1s Hebrew address at the Actions Com
mittee be reprinted in Hadoar , while Mr . April further su6gestcd that a booklet 
embodying the substance of Dr . Ne ,.ann I s report and an outline of the _?rograrn of 
t .1e ZOA be p-1blished and widely circulated. 

Numa Torczincr: 

On be'1alf of tl.e lJational Admj_nintrn.tive Council , the c. air:.r:!B.n was requested 
to express to Jacques and Harry Torez ner its s ,1pat ies with reference to their 
father , ·uma Torczyner, who had been str·· c '.{en ill enroute to . erica. 

l§_rael Equipment Projo~ 

Vorris Jacobs , PrGsic.1ent of tl1e Detroit ZOA, rcport0d t.~at ttc • '.iichigan area 
has already forwarded more than four carloads of o ip 1cnt and ood exceeding 
)2001 000 in value . .r . Jacobs presented an album to Dr . iicwnann outlining the 
work done by the Region 

Comrni~tee Appointments 

Dr. i'Ict1J11.ann stated that because of his absence from tl c country, s~veral 
comrni ttco chairmanships wer\3 still vacant but he hoped to ill tl em s:;ortly. On 
the matter of appointments to the National Executive, Dr . 1lewnann requestod that 
action be deferred until the next meeting of the National Administrative Council 
w:1on he would report fully . 

2£!ll!)littoc on ·Jorld Zionist Consti t t.i£g 

Dr. ·fownann announcod that Ju co , imon Hifkind of low York had a[;rocd to 
SGrvo as chairman of a committee of fifteen to study the u0stion of the future 
program and constitution of the 1.~orld Zionist Organization. T\lelve uombcrs have 
accepted; the balance will be announced at a lator dato . 

Thero being no further business, th0 mo0ting adjourned at 6 P. ·• 

Respectfully subm.i.ttcd , 

Dr . Sidney En.rks, Secretary 



:emorandun 

To : Dr . bba HilJ el Silver 
Fro : Dr. E.nanuel ',eumann 

Se terrber21, 1948 

I :ould like to dray .. your attention to a young 
~~n ·ho has been renderi r us valuable service and is very de
voted, Leon Iluto~·icz. He is an educated and cultured man, a 
University raduate with a la degree from one of the Euro ea 
uni versi tiec;. He ,·as active in Zionist ·ork in oland and later 
in Shan hai, holdin responsible positions. .e co1rnands several 
lanpua es perfectly, including Hebre. It 1as he , you ~ay recall, 
.ho translated into excellent Hebre ., your report to the Actions 

Co~u ittee at Zurich. 

Recentl :- he has been v·orkin"' alone vrith Dr. 
t~argoshes in the Zionist Information Service, sendin out system
ntically, well-written articles abol~t American Zio ism, our ":mrk 
and activities. In these articles he has shm·m a remarkable eras 
of the situation here, of our olitical line and the implications. 
I am enclosinR one of his recent arti e rhi h a peared in the 
Zionistische Shtimme in aris . 

Though he has been doing er.,r u eful ork, he is, 
I believe , cut out for more im ortant functions and he ha~ tried 
several times t t connect.e ith the Jp rish 1 gency Office here 
or ti th the Israel l'ission, but •: i th out s u cess. At var:i ou tim 
I have recorrnended persons to Iourj e, but the only one of trrJ 
reco endations th~t he has acted u on, was in the ca e of a youn 
rnan from Habonim •••. There never seems to be room for a General 
Zionist ho is onsciousl.r one . 

I muld appreciate it if ~rou ·:ould ive some con
sideration to usine Iluto ri z in our ne ·: set- . He lrnov,s nrrJ.ish 
1· ell by this time and i perfect command cf Eebrev· and iddish 

' a ,ell as an intimate kno 'led e of the 1 .. overnent, parti uJ ar) y in 
E rope, ·01tld mal,.e hi a valuable .. ember of our , ta f. } e ould be 
excellent, for instance, in carryine on corre pondence ·ith ale tine 
in .ebre ·, Tith Latin-Ameri an Zic ists in Yiddish, etc •• 

Incidentally I think you ere quite right in su gec,t
in that ;e should include in our staff, ome .ersons dra from 
other arties, but e should, in each case, kno exactl v ho the 
per on is. 



To : Dr . Arba Hillel Silver 
From: Dr. i!imanuel leumann 

Uemorandum 

September 21, 1948 

Somethine ou ht to be done, at long laf't , rith the busine s of Shlichim from Palestine hich see to be coning over in increasin? numbers . In many cases no doubt , they are good men •,rho are doinP, useful work, but in many other rases, I a . convinced they are useless , a drain on public funds and doinp as much har as good, if not more . 

I kno • of sone cases hich are si . r outra -eou . The latest is the case of a r"lan ·:hom I kne . in alec:tine, •rho turned u here as a Shliach and has been after e ever since, to t him er. .. loyed in some or anization or institu ion in thi country. He ou ht to be ack home servin in the Arnn or doinr ot er seful ork. 'l'he .hole subject is a matter ~ ch ou ht to be taien up seriously and ener etically by· the Executive i Pale tine arrl also b the erican Section of the A enc . 

It is part of the functions of th American ection to supervise activities in this country e er 11,. In line ith that •;e ou ht to have a perso on the staff of er ican ;,ection hose business it ou]d be to keep sore kind of tab on chlichi and their activities . It ould ay the overnent to en a e such a man because I am per uaded that if he i the rig t person his ork ro ld result in a very substantial saving of our public fu s . I am sending a copy of t h is letter to Israel Goldstein. 

E - T f . . . . 
C. C. Dr . Goldstein 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERIC.\ • 11 E \ ST J2nJ STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y 

TO: 

F. OM: 

SUBJE<..:'f: 

MEMORANDUM 

Officers of the ZOA , Meabers ot the 
National Executive Committee, and 
Members of the National Administrative 
Council. 

DATE: Sept. 21 , 1948 

Dr. Sidney Marks 

Pursuant to the action taken by the National Administrative 
Council at its meeting on Sunday 1 September 19th; upon the recommenda
tion of the National Executive Committee, the following schedule of 
dates and places of the meetings of the National E:;~ecutive Committee 
and the National Administrative Council has been fixed: 

Date 

Sunday ; October 31 
Saturday night ; Dec. ll 
and Sunday, December 12 
Sunday, January 23rd 
Saturday night, March 5 
and Sunday 1 March 6th 
Sunday April 24th 
Sunday, May 29th 

Committee Place 

National Executive Committee New York 
National Executive Committee Philadelphia 
National Administrative Council Philadelphia 
National Executive Commit tee New York 
National Executive Committee Cleveland 
National Administrative Council Cleveland 
National Executive Committee New York 
National Executive Committee New York 

Please mark your calendar accordingly. 

Kindest regards. 

SM:ml 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 41 EAST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 
Regional and District Presidents 
Members of th~ National Executive Committee Sept. 23 1948 
Members of th8 National Administrative Council DATE: 
Regional Directors 

Dr . Sidney Marks 

The American Zionist Emergency Council has requested us to emphasize 

that this is the critical period during which the Administratiion must be in

duced to fulfill its promises to Israel. We dare not allow this moment to 

pass without exerting maxi!'lum efforts to brin3 about de ,jure recotai tion of 
Israel and the economic aid which the }'resident and the platforms of the 
Democratic and Republican parties have pledged. If these two objectives 

could be achieved quickly the possibility for political 3ains at the forth

coming meeting of the United Nations General Assembly in Paris would be 
greatly enhanced. 

We urge that you do the following: 

1. Request your Senators and Representatives to phone or w!re the 
Chairman of the Export-Import Bank of Washington urging that that institution 
grant the reques't.edloanim.~ediately We are confident that a large number of 

the members of both Houses of Congress will be happy to join us in pointing 

out to the Export Import Bank that there ls no justification for the postpone

ment of the $100,000,000 loan to Israel and in demanding that it be extended 

forthwith. Such calls and telegrams should be addressed to William Mee. 

Martin, Jr., Export Import Bank of Washington , 734 Fifteenth vtreet, N.W. 
Washington, DC. (Phone: :aEpublic 7090) 

2. You have alread~1 seen background material on the questions of 
de jure recognition, economic aid and immigration No doubt you are calling 

these to the attention of newspafer editors, columnists and radio commenta

tors. Please put this material to good use so that helpful newspaper and 

radio comment will result from your efforts in this connection. 

Please let us have reeular- reports on your activities, and bear in 
mind that now is the moment for action. Let us ensu1·e that the American 

Zionist movement; which bas accomplished so much in the struggle to bring 
Israel into being _ shall never reproach itself for failure to meet the 
challen3e of the hour. 

My kindest personal reeards. 

P. S. We are also annexing for your information the texts of three 
editorials which appeared in the press since the assassination 
of Count Bernadotte . 

SM:d.hl 
Encl. MOOU IUSIIUSS FORM S. INC •• ClMIR A, 11 . J, 



Ill-. Emaluel Neumam 
521 F1.rth Avenue 
N York, New York 

1i(y' dear Emanuel 1 

Se tember 27, 1948 

In getting up the new Year Book of the z.o.A. on hich Miss 
Udin is now at work, I uld suggest that you go over with 
her caref'ully the mater-lal so that everything we should like 
to see included is included, and proper interpr tation of 
events during the past year is p. ven. . ss Udin herself 
tries to be impartial, but her aymp thies are elsewhere. 

This Year Book is a very important o , coverin it will 
the critical year 1947-48 - the decisions at the United 
Nations, the position or the American government, th final 
struggle in our own ranks tor the proclamation or the state 
of Israel, the meeting or the Actions Cami ttee last month, 
the problems prefMnted there, etc. 

th all good w1 shes, I rema:2 n 

As ever yours , 

BA HILLEL SIL 
AHS 1er 
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~ orandum 

To : Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
From: Dr. manuel Neumann 

September JO, 9h8 

I have your letter r.egar din the ZOA Year ook 
and 'ill do everythin .n my 01er . 

Kind regards . 

E 



ZI r ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 41 EAST 42nd STREt"I' NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Dr. A ba Hillel Silver 
DATE: October 7, 1948 

ff.OM: Dr. idney rt.a ke 

SUBJECT: 

Enclesed here,-rfth pl• se ind a letter ~orvard~d t u~ r•Q ~~ting 
a 5Jth Annual message of greeting. Our Pu lie F.elation~ Denart. nt 
vi.11 be more than happv to pr~pare thi.s f'or you, i you eo reque t . 

I trust that yo , lJa-s . Silver a d the a il ar . in th 
hea_th and spirits . 

,. or 

Accept my af ectionate r gars and pl .as e t~n theni , the amily. 

SM:dh 
encl . 

------- - ---- - ---
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TELEGRAM OROINAR'f 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE ACCOU N TING I NFORMATION 

SERIAi. ocrERREO UNI ON WvHT t,1G,1T 
LITTER LffiER 

Pat.ron1 ahou1tl check clua of aenice 
de&1red ; oth•rw,.., l~e m...,p ,nlJ be 

t.r.uumtlltd a.a a tel mor A . N. \'/ILLIAMS 
ord,n.ary cabl~m. ~Rl!SIOENT 

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

Care of or Apt. No. ZIO .. !IS -
,., 
u 

Street and No. 11 EAST L2 

:ZATIO:! OF 

Place HEW YORK , 

Sender's name and address 
(For reference only) 

PALESTI 

SILV 

s 

TIME FILED 

f 

OCTOBER 12 ____________ /<)'__ 

EASE SEID E 

Sender's telephone 
number 



-- . JvaNUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE NATIO AL EXECUTIVZ COh·i-=T"& OF THE 
ZIONIST ORGANIZAT IO!T OF AMERI CA , HELD ON OCTOBER 14, 191:-8 , AT TiIB 

HOTEL COJ:vlMODff E, NZW YORK 

The special meeting of the National Executive Committee was called to order 
at 3 P. -i. by Dr . Ernanuel Ueumann , President. 

Dea th of Nu.r.ia Tore zynez: 

Dr . re1..u:1ann reported the passing of Numa Torczyner of New York , veteran 
Zionist leader in Amsterdam , while r eturnin~ from the meeting o the Zionist 
Actions CoIT111ittee ir. Tel Aviv. He paid deap tribute to his many yen.rs of dis 
tinguished service to the Zionist cause , referring to Mr. Torczyner ' s leadership 
of the Zionist Federation of Belgium and later , his manifold activities in the 
United States . 

A resolution directing that appropriate resolutions in me1 ory of Mr. Torczyner 
be spread on the rdcords of the ZOA , was unanimously adopted. 

U ITED PAI.ESTINS A?i-'EAL 

T~1e chairman stated this special meeting had been conv Jncd to r rJc::ive a full 
report of the recent developr.ients in tre controversy w~ich lad developed wlthln 
the UPA as a result of Henry iontor 1s letter of r.) i,.,. ation , and to ta::e any nec 
essarv action thereon . Dr. 1Jeumann rovicwc:d the salient points of -lr . 11ontor I s 
letter to Dr . Israel Gold toin , UPA Cha.irman, dat d Soptmi1bcr 10th, and Dr . 
Goldstein rs reply of Septornber 27th , copies of w' ich wer\.; m de &vailablo to NEC 
menbar~ . The che.irn&n cru racterize tr o charg•..: rr1a 1~ by \u- . ·I:ntur a"' • series 
of r.ller:ations , : rave accusations and insinua Jion"' diructed chi efly at the ZOA, 
and in part against the whole Zionist movC'm-.ir:it , add1.nrr th03r rofl.:.:cte:c.l upon the 
honor and in-cegrity of mer.1bers of the UFA occupyi. positions c,1 high responsi
bility. 

Dr . ileum nn point0.d out that Dr . Goldstein ' s answer cn.tc 1:,oric(;.lly u.nd fully 
refuted tho charges of 11r. Montor . In his letter, Dr . GoJdstciP- cc.utiont..d Mr . 
Non tor f.1::"'ainst raisin a public controversy at this tin10 , doclar.Lng such action 
would ultimately harm the welfare of hun r ~ • s of thousands of ~Tews w} o,,e salvation 
depended upon the succt::S.:> of tha forthcom i.n UJA C,lITlpaign. 

Dr. uold tein advised 1·1r . 11ontor that his resi nation woul d be ·cferred to 
the E:{ocutivc Committee of the UFA at itG next mue:ting. 

Dr . Jeumann then comprehensively rcview0d the d1JvrJloprnonts s:i.nco th exchan e 
of tho above corrospon ence . Although Dr . Goldc-tein } ad r0qu0c•tcd K . • Mentor to 
be orosont at the next scheduled UFA .. ccting, ho had not done ~o . H0Lv0r, at a 
subsequent mevtin:, which Ar . Monter att ... nded, ho doclin.Jd to subst&n-Uato the 
allegation and charges mado in his lott8r of resignation. 

The chairman recounted then~ otiations which had taken pl ... co rocently 
between a .... ub- camm~ ttoe of the UP consioting o:f' a eroup of aLout twenty com-
mun·: ty loaders and contributors to the UTA, who aske that tho UYA be reorganized 
so .s to allm for increased co .ununi ty roprosontation on its Bo· rd. re c-tatod 
that tho Jvwish Ifat:.onal Fund and Koran Hayeso<l, comprisin t'o main ~onC;ficiarics 
of the 1JJ , woru giving thin matter their earnest con"'idoration. 



. - TZC MINUTES - October 14, 1948 Page 2 

He advised that this gr oup , l'nown as the Commi ttAe of Contr ibutors and 
Workers , was planning a .ecting to be held in Pi ttsburr:h on October 23rd , to dis 
cuss the launching of a separate appeal for a new fund whose nrocecds would not 
be remitted to Israel thr ough the UJA or the Jewish Agency, but would go directly 
to Israel through some as yet undisclosed channel. 

In vi w of the gravity of the situation , the chairman stated he felt it 
urgent that the NEC nembers have all the facts before th~ so they may determine 
t.1eir position. A meeting of tho UPA Executive was scheduled for that evening. 

UPA - Discussion 

In the lengthy dis cussion that ensued , members str ongly voiced their condem
nation of M.r . 1· on tor I s action , as well as that of the vrot~p of contributors who 
hatl seen fit to assume the responsibility of taking inocpendent action. They ex
pressed the conviction that any reasonable question relating to the reor ganization 
of the UPA would receive the consideration of those immediately concerned , and 
voiced deep anxiety that this contr oversy mi -ht seriously afrect national fund
raising to the harm of Israel . How0ver , it ms the con cnsus that Nr . Montor 
must retract his unjustified charges and ccnfjne his activities solely to fund
raising, abst ining from partisan poli tical activities . otherwise , his resigna
tion must be accepted by the UPA . 

The chai an r ead a telet:>ram which had j 1st b e -1 rocoivod fror1 Dr. Silver i n 
which he stated that Mr . Montor I s slanderous at tac.' on the ZOA and his unsubstan
tiated charges have djsq~alified him from furt or us~ful service in the UPA . He 
pointed out that tho UPA rep )d~nt d all political partins and shades of opinion 
and that its Executive Vien-Ch· ir .. an "must J.imit hi:iself to cam·· aign activities 
and not engage in partis n politic&l activities whicL o.ro harmful to the harmony 
of the common funcl- raising effort ." 

On the u0stion of additional community representation on t:c UPA Board , Dr . 
Silver in his moosage advis0d such action should bo ta1rnn aft r careful study by 
the JHF and Keren 1 a~resod "'nd "should not be the r8sult of punitive measures on 
the pc.rt of the Executive VicG- Chairman whose intc:nporance ru d p£'.rtiso.nship havo 
dlsqualified him from being in anv wa ~ helpful in tho situation. 11 

Recapitul2ting the discussion , Dr. roumo.nn cautioned that i.:r. \ontor 1s action 
was a mt1.neuvor on tho po.rt of himself and his friends , to erasp control of the 
UPA unless their proposals Wvro ucc3p vd. 

1 resolution introduc -d by Mr . Leon Kohn of I ew York rccor.uncnding that Hr. 

lfontor ' s resignation be accepted by the UPA , was ap)rovc:d unn.nL10 sly, with three 
abstentions on the part of Dr . Goldstein , Judge lior:cis Rothenbcre; and Albert 
Schiff. 

espoctfully submitted , 

Dr . Sidney lvf.ark"' 
Secretary 
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• • 
MIHUTES OF THE NATIONAL EX:ZCUTIVE C01, 11~,TE"l OF T' E 

ZIO ·JIST ORG' iHZATIOl OF A'-IERlCA HELD AT 'rHE HOJ..1EL HALDORF ASTORIA, 

IJ"SW YORK , (OVE!ffiER 13, 194 • 

Tho meeting of the National Executive Cammi ttee was call0d to ord r at 8 :45 

P. -r. by Nr . Abraham Goodmc.n , ZOA vice-president , who presided until the arrival 

of Dr. Neumann. 

~PORT OF EXECUTIV£ DIR~CTOR : 

Dr. Sidney Marks , Executive Director, in a cori.prehensive report outlined th0 

Yarious ZOA projects and overall program for the ensuing year . 

Food for Icr_ael Campaign: 

Dr. Mar ks stated a food campaign for '.iP2,500 , 000 hEd been launched by thu ZOA 

at the specific request of the Israeli Supply Iva.ssion in this country and was re

ceiving an enthusiastic, nationwide response ,. Under t he chair nanship of William 

Sylk of Philadelphia and operating through the American Zionist li\md , regions and 

districts wer\J coop(;;rating v.1holehoartcdly. li'urthcrmorc, the aid of ri wy new 

individuals and organizations not hcrotofor0 identified with the ZOA, had been 
successfully enlisted. 

ZOA Economic Cm . is sion : The racently organize ZOA Economic 1 f~airs Department 

of which tliortimcr May is chai n~ n, had omplot0d rrangemen ts for its first nation

•Jide conf8rence at the Ua2.dorf ;-.,_ toria the followin day, when prominont experts 

would discuss the economic future of Israol, n:nd various r0ports would bu submit

ted. 

An important function of this D1:::part1, e:1t will be tho gat' 101--ine • nd dissemina

tion of first-hand author·tativ0 m&te ial o all phases of Is acl •s economy. 

O~hcr Dcpart::n nts : 

hembcrship activitias under the lc .. dership of Josenh Goldberg, rational ?-cm

bership Chairnan are going for 1ard succcosfully, and tho American Zio ist Fund of 

uhich lfondell Selig is nG.tional ch· ir:,10.n , r ports an increase in incoi. c ov0r last 

year . However, Dr . Narts pointed out that the major source of income v.1as derived 

from :uern"c,ership and AZ}.,, and cautioned against any slackening of effort which 

would seriously affect the iroplernentatlon of the broadened ZOA pr ogram during the 

coming year . 

In regard to Public Relations, Mr Barba.rash , director, and editor of The 

New Palestine was preseltl.,r in Israel where he planned, among other things , to set 

up the necessary machinery for the receipt of first-hand authoritative information 

from Israel, photos, anc.l other pertinent mc...terial, for wide distribution to the 

press and key Zioni t leader.-, and workers throu _hout the country• 

Dr. Marks reported that all other ZOA projects were being carried forward, 

including the Israel Equip .1ent Project heo.ded by Benjamin Doft . He are extending 

our J . N.F. work. The ZOA is giving full cooperation to the lorld Confederation of 

General Zionists, t .. 1e Zionist Information New Service ( Zil S) as v.1ell as tc the 

ZOA affiliate , B1nai Zion~ 

Upon motion of Elihu Stone, the report of the Executive Director was unani

mously approved. 
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HEC MINUTES - November 13, 1948 

EDUCATIO ITTPORT : 

Page 2 

Carl Alpert , ~ducei.tion Director , rendered a detailed report on the Depart
ment ' s intensified activities . He advised that ed cational literature was being 
more widely used than heretofore not only by ZOA districts, but by many individuals 
and organizations outside the ZOA. 1cw pamphlets , films , ands ecial material pre
pared for Le brew courses are being v.tilized. A new type of li t0rary periodic& .... is 

being planned. lol . rJ of t ne Palestine Year Book and several other boo -cs covering 
a uide range of subjects will be available shortly. 

n important feature of the ex!)anded Education Department ~iro~ram, will be the 
award of one hundred scholarships to young people for one year in Isra.el , to be 
di vided between study and work on the land. The co3t of theoe scholarships will be 
met by the American Zionist Fund. This increased grant for cchol~rships was re 
ceived with warm commendation by the NEC and regarded as an added incentive for 
intensl ied efforts on beholf of the AZF campaign. 

1,-iK ··iBERSHIP : 

Joseph Goldberg, national membership chairman, stressed the need for a contin
ued virrorous mombGr3hip car.1paign and s,1egcsted that a national r. e ·,1J <", ship confer
ence be held. He expressed confidence th t the ZOA men.bersi1ip goal would be 
achieved. 

AJ,.ERIC r ZIONIST FUND : 

In the abcence of Eendell Selig, national c airr,,an, MLnuel Posy, A.Z .F. 
director , reported t .. a.t tr e ZOA r ood for Israe .... ca-apaign, under the aegis of tho 
AZF, ·was meeting with an 1.1npruc13donted response. lforeover, t l1e ca·:1paign for funds 
for the overc::.11 purposes of AZF h s been launc ed in many co nr:~un.:. ties, and Welfare 
Funds throughout tho country have indicated that allocations would be made as 
heretofore . 

11 FOOD FOR ItiRAEL" : --
-lillia..111 Sylk, national chain<ian, rendered an extensive report on the or aniza

tion und achievrn ent3 to date . He announced that ~1,000,000 :TOrth of food has been 
coJ.loct -d within tho first month, and that pledges have a .lrvn.cly oJcocded two and a 
half 1-:-iillion doll· rs in food stuffs, tho amount Si:.:t by the Israeli .Supply Mission 
as required within a ninety day period. -rr . ylk stated that ·n im: ortant aspect 
of the crunpai n had been the support on the part of many pco~lc al'd organizations 
hitherto unassociatJ with the activitie:s of the ZOA. Ho de..,cri .eel the c .paign in 
various parts of the country and stated the overwhoL11ing response cnsureri the suc
cess of tne drive . 

In response to qucr:cs by Samuel Goldstock of ?ittsburgh an l•i:ilton ilberman, 

now of Chicago , concerning r:iethods to be u::;ed to avoid interforGncc ui th the UJA , 
Irr- . Sylk em:Jhasizod the Food Committee was scvking o ly contriLutionc of goods in 
kind and urged thore be no solicitation for funds to purch~so food unless unavoid
able . ··mere; cont ibutior::s of food were impossible • ecuuso of li... .,c consignments, 
certificate authorizations from donors to pure.base specific a1110unts of food mi ht 
be obtained. 

Further queries from Dr . David Reiss of St . Louis unL1 others indicated they 
had been asked for data to show there was a definite need of food for the people 
in Israel. To dispel any doubt, Dr . ! eumann made it clear that t~1is food drive had 
been launched by the ZOA at the specific request of the Israeli Purc!asing Supply 
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Mission in this country. He cited the comprehensive agreement in force between 
Materials for Pales tine and the ZOA , pointing out the former confined its activi
ties to other spheres and that an amicable relationship existeu between the two 
organizations. Dr . Neumann suggested distributing to ZOA wor<ers a facsimile of 
the official statement of the Israeli Supply Vtission which requested and author
ized the ZOA to undertake this campaign. 

JiiES.-.,AGE OF DR, BRODETSKY , E1~GLAND : 

The chairman introduced Professor Selig Brodetsky, life- long Zionist and 
chairman of the Jewish Board of Deputies of Great Britain. In a brief reeting , 
Dr. Brodetsky gave an appraisal of the role of the Zionist movement in the past 
JO years and the future of the Jewish State . He appealed for support of the 
Hebrew University of which he is Deputy Chairman of the Board of Governors , and 
praised the "tremendous vigor and scope of Zionist activities in this country. " 

LOAN TO JEWISH AGENCY : 

tilton Pollack , chairman of the Finance Co1iunittee , reported his committee 
recommended the approval of a loan of ~5 , 000 to the Jewish Agency toward the 
purchase by them of a building at 11 East 70th Street , New York. This will house 
the offices of the American Section of the Agency , the Consulate of the Israeli 
government , and the members of the Israeli representatives to the UN. Satisfac
tory terms for the repayment of the loan have been worked out. The chairman 
joined in support of this resolution as an accommodation nd s ·3rvice to the Jewish 
Agency and the State of Israel. Upon motion beirg put to a vote, it was unani
mously adopted. 

APPOIET-IBNT OF HARRY SHAPIRO TO UPA : 

Herman Weisman, acting UPA chairman, announced the appointr.1Gnt of Harry 
Shapiro , Executive Director of the AZEC , as Exec tive Vico - Ch ir an of the UPA , 
a post which had become vacant on the acceptance of Henry i·iontor ' s resignation. 

UPA REPCRT 

Mr . Weisman , in a compreh0nsive report , reviewed the developments in the 
U?A controversy since September 26th when the dissident r.1inority group , the Co -
mittee of Contributors and \lorkers , announced its intention to or0 anize a s~parate 
fund for Israel in opposition to th1., UPA, and rol..!t •d the steps taken to date by 
the UPA to negotiate a settlement. 

Mr . Weisr.1an explained in detail the background of the issues raised. He 
pointed out that the UPA had responded quickly to ~eet the roquosts for broader 
community representation, bearing in mind that the time for a new campaign was 
close at hand. The Keren Haycsod and tho Jowis.1 National Funds , t c t\JO funds 
comprising the UPA , had adopt~d in principle the request for increased community 
representation , and had agreed to 33%. They agr~ed also to strongthcn the func 
tioning of the UPA so that it would elect its own offic0r~ instead of rec~iving 
nominations from the two Funds as her~toforo . It was also approved that th0 UPA 
be .mpow0red to pass upon applications for special allocations instwad of leaving 
this to the discretion of the Funds . 

On Octob0r 13th , the dissident group stated its intention to invite the 
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) to form a new funa in place of the UPA. Ten 
days later , tho Council of Foderations and ·rolfare Funds met in Pittsburgh to 
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make plans for the coming year's fund-raising campaigns. The Committee of Contrib• 

utors and ·Jorkors also met at the same time in Pittsburgh• The latt~r group re
fused a hearing to Mr . Woisman and Dr. Israel Goldstein, treasuror of the Jewish 

Agency• However, both Mr. Weisman and Dr. Goldstein spoke before the sessions 
of the Council, whj_ch adopted a resolution that it would cooperate in consultation 

with everyone concerned, for the purpose of organizing a United Jewish Appeal for 

1949. 

Hr. Weisman revealed that the Council of Federation and Helfare Funds ex
plicity denied receiving any demand from communities for increased representation 

on the UPA Board; also that thG organizations of the Welfare Funus were such that 

the:r did not see the need of any organic relationship with the UPA. It was felt 

that this whole problem had been foisted upon the Council by the actions of the 
dissident group. 

Ya-. :Joisman then reportod on the many attempts to arrive at an understanding 

with t}1c dissident group prior to the UPA conference in Chicago on November 7th, 

cr.1phasizing that the UPA had already taken steps to meet the requests made by this 

group. Every effort had been made to havo this conference represent a unified body 

so that no furth0r time need be lost in planning a united fund-raising campaign. 

However , l • Ieisman stressed that the UPA could not nogotiatG with any group un

lesa and until the threat of an independent campaign were clearly removed. 

Mr. Weisman disclosed tho contents of a cable from Berl Locker, chairman of 

the Jerusalem Agency Executive a dressed to tho American Section of the Agency and 

read to the delegates in Chicago. The massage ins bstancc warned against any 

independent fund-rai ing campaign 11 apart fro. tho UPA as fraught with gravest 

dangers to our cause" and upheld tho UJA "as the mainstay of American Jewry's 
effort." 

In a series of resolutions &doptcd at tho UPA conference, the actions by the 

UPA F.xecutivo to strengthen its organization ware endorsed; tho authority of the 

World Zionist Congress and all the central institutions of the Horld Zionist move

ment was affirmed. 

In concluding , Ir. Weisman reported that during the U A conference in Chicago, 

tho Committee of Contributors and Worccrs issued a press statement ari..nouncing they 

planned to hold a meeting in Atlc:ntic City on December 12th to which community 
representatives would bG invited, to discuss a separate campaign and the transmis

sion of funds directly to Israel. Such action , Mr. ~cisman declared, wou]d be 

tantamount to by-passing tho national funds and the authority of the Jewish Agency. 

Furthcrnorc, he poi~t0d out, the data and place cha on by this croup were tho same 

as those tor;tativ~ly set b tho United Jewish Appeal for its annual co orcnce . 

DR, NEUNANM 'S REPOR':£ 

Dr. teumann gave an interpretation and analysis of the controvorsy, endorsing 

the decision of the UPA Executive thut it could .ot negotiate with a dissident 

group on tl1c basis of a threat to wage an indGpcndcnt fu d-raising c npaign which 

would disrupt the UPA and UJA. He rcaffir'l,ed that thi dispute ,as not between 

the UPA and the WclfEJ.re Funds, but was strictly an issue between tho UPA o.n a 

diSSQtisficd minority within that body. He reiterated that the Council of Welfare 

Funds had stated they wore under no pressure in the matter of increased community 

representation on the UPA, and charg(.,d this demand was being engendered artif::.

cially by a group within tho UPA. Ho statGd that the American Section of the 
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Jewish Agency had acted promptly , constructively and responsibly in dealing with 
the situation, and added that Mr. Locker , representing the Jerusalem Executive was 
expected in this country shor tly as an observer. He pointed out that the UPA (on 
the recommendation of the American Section of the Agency ) had responded promptly 
in agreeing to enlarged com.~unity representation, and had only recently invited 
200 communities to designate representatives to discuss ways of impl ementing this 
proposal. 

Dr. Neumann underscored the full implications and consequences of independent 
fund- raising in America and the distribution of funds in Israel by any group which 
arrogated this power to itself. He char ged that if successful , it would spell the 
dissolution of the discipline of the World Zionist movenent and the weal·ening of 
one of its prime functions , that of setting up a budget and distributing its own 
funds . 

Alluding to the underlying motives of the dissident group , Dr. Neumann ex
pressed the view that they were prompted not so much toward the reorganization of 
the UPA but by the desire to assume personal leadership, on the pretext of acting 
as the champions of the cause of the communities . By such action they were in 
effect sweeping aside the locally, democratically established, representation of 
the Zionists of America on the Funds . He condemned such procedure , characterizing 
these tacti~s on the part of ZOA members as a contravention of Zionist discipline. 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION : 

A lengthy discussion followed , in which me hors denounced the undisciplined 
conduct of ZOA members of the dissident group , and called for vigorous measures 
if they per sist in utilizing their statuG t o undermine Zionist unity. The speakers 
emphasized th& need for being kept fully informed of developments in the contro
versy and urged that the true facts be brought before the entire ZOA menbership and 
Jewish community at large . 

As a result of this concerted der. and for action, a seri es of r esolutions were 
adopted e!nbodying the consensus of the NEC in this matter. These i ncluci.e recom
mendations that the ZOA membership be kept apprised of all pert i nent f act s; that 
the necessary action in communities be taken to safeguard t he 1-r :i11ary position of 
the U?A as the central fund- raising instrument in behalf of t he pror rar.1 of the 
Jewis11 Agency ; that the Zionist leadership make formal representation to Welfare 
Funds discl aiming the authority of ZOA members of the CC11 t o peak as Zionists on 
behalf of t ho Zionist movement, and urging t hat no response be ma0e t o any request 
for a fund- rai sing conference by a group which ·s acting in derogati on of the 
authority of t he Jewish Agency. 

Anoth r resolution took note of the breach of discipline on the part of 
certain mer.1bers of the ZOA and authorized the off l eers to notify such .,,embers of 
the grave vi0w which is taken of their ction which is regarded a c- contrary to the 
practice , principles and discipline of tho Zionist movement, and call upon them 
to desi"t• 

ZOA REPRES~ '\AT ION ON FUNDS : - --- --
In view of the impending annual meeting of the Keren Hayesod and Jewish 

National Fund, a resolution was adopted authorizing the appointment of a sub
committee to appoint ZOA rep esentatives on the Boards of the Funds. 
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N JE:·JISH CONI➔'~RE CE : 

Daniel Frisch reported that at a recent meeting of the AJC which he attend
ed on behalf of the ZOA, it was decided to dissolve the Conference as of 
December 31 , 1948. 

NEW PALESTINE--CHA~ OF NAME : 

The question of changing the name of the official ZOA publication to 
one more appropriate in the light of the creation of the State of Israel , 
was referred to the Inner Conunittee . 

The chairman reviewed the program of the ZOA Economic Conference taking 
place t'1e following morning , and invited all members to participate in its 
sessions . 

The meetin6 adjourned at 12 :45 A. M. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Dr. Sidney \1arks 
Secretary 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi, 

200 VARICK STREET 

NEw')."oRK l.J·, "'".Y. 

It was indeed very kind of you to exte yo 
at the Metropolitan Zionist Fund dinner la 
the guest of honor. 

~ -

November 19, 1948 

:warm greetings to me 
ght, at which I was 

Th reading of your telegram served as an inspiration to my friends, 
and to me personally, it was a great honor and privilege to be 
remembered by you. 

I am very grateful to you. 

Sincer 

JG:ebh 



DAY LETTffi 

DR . S . MARGOSHES 
r PALESTl JE 
ZIONIST CP GJP IZATION CF AMERICA 
ul EAST 42 STR ET 
NEW YORK , YORK 

NO R 26 , 19u8 

THE YE ICH HAS ELAPSED SI1 CE NOVEr.:IBER 29TH HAS BE , l E CF THE ,!OST 

l 'O nous I JEWiffi HISTORY . THREE m·1 RECEDENTED VE ITS GIVE IT ITS ,. -

., DOUS IMI-ORTA CE : THE RECOGJITTIO • BY THE ITED ATI I S OF Th"E RIGHT OF 

THE JEWISH PE PLE TO ESTA LISH THEIR STATE IN PALESTIJ'E THE PROCLAUATIO J 

OF THE ST TE OF ISRAEl BY THE YISHUV A. D THE HEHARKABLE AND SUCCESSFUL 

J.!ILITARY DEFENSIDF THIS STATE BY THE YISL Y': THIS YEAR .._ • AS CHA CTERI ZED 

BY VACILLATIO r A ID I ~DECISIOI or THE PART OF GOVE. ,IBHTS A[D OF Tiffi ITED 

NATIOJ S ITSELF BUT ALSO BY SHAKEN STEADFAST 'ESS A D RESOLUTI01 0. T A T 

OF THE STATE OF ISR A ~D THE JE'V/ISH PEOP • IS C TAI THAT AS A 

EEr ESTABLISHED HAS BEEN 

S IRREVOC LE . THE GR AT 

REc: UIT OF THE COURAGE AND SACRIFICES \'HAT H 

FI Y ESTA LISHED Am\ HAS BEN ACRI 

POLITICAL HURDLES HAV BEEN 1A IPULATED. THE GANIZATIO. OF THE STATE HAS 

BE cor SOLID.MED. NY S RIOUS PROBLE STILL R N BUT OI ' THAT CAI or 

BE SOLVED BY~ RK , SKILL A AILING SUPPORT ON THE RT TI S OF 

THE • fORLD. UU~T REMAIN O ILIZED A D A TED. 0 CF T E •ST SATI 

FACTIO ·s CF THIS HAS BFEU T PRECEDE1ITED FLO V OF J '/ISII rm. IGRATIO 

INTO ISRAEL . 'rITH I CREASI1 , FINA CIAL SUPPORT US TI STA OF IS 

CT L BE ABLE AT T PRESENT RATE QUICKLY TO WTY THE DP CA S OF EURO E A ID 

OFFE! A HA N TO ~NY OTHER E l ANG...... ~D 'lS Il1 OT! .,R PA TS OF THE '/ORLD. HIS 

rAS Bi l A YEAR OF STRUGGI A HIE 

OURSELVES FOR THE LOJJG PULL AHEAD. 

T A D VICTORY. ill ST NO ,. T ..iE 

BA HILLEL SILVER 

( DDITIO TO DICTATIO ~ TO m. . TUV ) I TRUST THtT T co r:ro YEAR LL SEE THE 
A ISSIO OF THE STATE OF IS LI TO THE 

UTED NATJ 01 A m TI ST LISI NT OF 
PEAC A OSP ITY I T HOLY LArD . 
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Dr• Sidney 1larb 
Zionist organisation ot Ame ca 
41 East l&2nd stnet 
New Yark, New York 

lly' dear Dr. Marks t 

December 3, 1948 

Ur. Ooldw•il is in tha cit,- orgmizing collections tar Uaterials 
tor Israel. I was under the imprearlon that Jlateriale tar Is
rael was not to ccae into Cl8'19lan:l until the tood Cft\lP1gn ot 
the z.o.A. is out ot the wa;r. He claims be had a letter tram 

• Poq endorsing his wcrk in Clewlam at this time. He bas 
asked me to gift h1.m a letter since he has encountered opposi
tion in the OCIPIOl.lm t7 • 

JwJt what 13 the arrangement beunten the z.o.A. &Di 'nterial.s 
tor I l? Are the two caapaigns to o on ei.multamous]Tl 
What ha.3 been your experience in ot r cam:mmities? 

11th all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially •• 

ABBA JDJ,LEL SIL VER 
AHSter ' 
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MINUTES OF THE NATIONAL E ·l;CUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ZIOI· IST ORGAUIZATIO J OF AMERICA 

HZLD AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, N,Y,, SA,TURDAr"EVENI G, DECEMBER 11th, 19481 

The meeting of the National Executive Committee was called to order at 8 :45 

P. M. b~;r Mr. Daniel Frisch , ZOA Vice-President , who presided until the arrival of 
Dr. Neumann. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR : 

Dr. Sidney Marks , Executive Director, rendered a comprehensive report embracing 

all phases of ZOA activities , with all departments geared to meet the expanded 
Zionist program during the ensuing years . 

Membership : 

Membership enr ollments , including life membership , show an increase over that 
of the preceding year. 

Dr. Marks reported on the Membership Mobilization Conference scheduled for the 

following morning to feature an audio-visual presentation of Zionist projects and 

their relation to membership. A highlight of the conference will be messages from 

Aubrey Eban and Dr. Jorge Granados direct from the United Nations in Paris, by 
radio- telephone . Dr. Marks urged all members of the Executive t.o stimula.te and 
support the nationwide membership campaign which is now in full swing. 

Other Activities : 

The Education Department is continuing is production of various materials 
which are in constantly growing demand by every s0

0 
,.ent of the community ; the 

Speal-:ers 1 and .Artis t.s ' Bureau haa been enlarged to meet the many guests of Zionist 
distr icts. 

The activities of the Public Relations Department and the publication of The 

New Palestine are going forward in the absence of Mr. Barbarash who is now in 

Israel. The scope and plan of the recently organized Economic Affa5rs Committee 
is being developed by Seymour Liebman, director , and the publi ation of an Economic 

Newsletter designed to arouse American investment interest in the economic possibil
ities of Israel is contemplated. 

Dr• Marks paid tribute to Mil ton Pollack , chairman of tlle ZOA Finance Com
mittee , and Henry Stern, auditor , for their vigilance in directing the financial 
course of the organization. IIe stressed however, the need for r.:r 1atcr income from 

membership and the American Zionist Fund as the only guarantees for the full imple

mentation of the expanded ZOA program. 

Appreciation was expressed to Rabbi Jerome Unger , Associate Executive Director , 

for his cooperation in carrying on the manifold activities of tho or 1:ranization. 

Tho report was unanimously approved. 

REPORT ON AZF AND FOOD C.Af.1PAIGNS : 

In keeping with the policy to present detailed reports of each major ZOA de
partment at successive NEC meetings , the chairman called upon Manuel Posy director , 

for a detailed review of the American Zionist Fund and "Food for Israel" campaign , 

which is under the aegis of the AZF. 
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Mr. Posy reported that regions and districts throughout the country have em
barked on campaigns to meet AZF quotas . He emphasized the need for continued sup
port of the AZF and urged the immediate remittance of moneys to national headquar
ters by Zionist districts and Welfare Funds as the most effective means to ensure 
the proper functioning of all ZOA projects maintained by the Fund• 

Food for Israel Campaign: 

Mr. Posy gave an enthusiastic account of the nationwide food drive now in 
progress . He pointed out that many diverse groups , within and outside the Zionist 
movement , have contributed generously to its success -- farmers , canneries, proc
essors , truc'cing firms , and distributors, particularly, Heinz , Campbells, etc . The 
response of organizations and individuals , many of whom had never been associated 
previously with the ZOA , had aided in large measure in the overwhelraing success of 
the campaign. Mr. Posy paid tribute to the cooperation of "Materials for Palestine" 
atld the ielfare Funds and Federations with whom harmonious relationship has been 
established. He cited as an outstanding example of city- wide sup ort, the food 
campaign in New Orleans , under the leadership of Lester Seelig , ZOA district chair
man. The unprecedented collection in that city required the chartering of a special 
vessel to carry its cargo to New York. Likewise in Philadelphia, the cor:ununity will 
act as host to an Israeli ship carrying a tremendous shipment of food gathered in 
that city. 

~Ir. Posy described in detail the step by step procedure involved in the food 
drive starting with the organization of the collection to its actual transporting 
and delivery to Israel. He explained that 65% of the food is earmarked for Tel 
Aviv and the balance for Haifa. Mr. Posy expre sed ratitude to the members of the 
Israeli Supply Mission in this country for t heir assistance. 

In response to a query as to the estimated value of collections to date, in 
kind and money, ·Ir. Posy replied that as of three weeks ago the figure was approxi
mately ':~1,ooc , 000, but that the increased activities throughout the country which 
were still L progress, made a current appraisal impossible at tnis tine . 

In concluding his report, Mr . Posy brought out that the success of t he Food 
campaign rather than detracting from the AZF, had created good-will and an under
standing of t he work carried on by the ZOA. In many communities, tho Food Campaign 
had spurred AZF fund-raising . 

JE vISH NATIO~;AL FUND: 

Dr. Harris Levine, ZOA chairman for JNF, who has just returned from Israel, 
reported on the need for land redemption, particularlv in the Hegev. He urged an 
intensification of effort throu~hout all ZOA districts to m_at the pledge made at 
the ZOA Jubilee Convention to redeem 50,000 dunams . Dr. Levine stressed the impor
tant role of J rF in the Zionist movement and stated that any weakening of its 
integrity and independence at this time would mean a. disappear&nce of the soul and 
spirit of the Zionist movement. Ho expressed the hope that the ZOA which has raised 
vast sums for JNF and the Keren Haye sod would be tangibly e.ssociatcd with the up
building of Israel through the creation of colonies. 

Dr . Levine reported that at the dinner iven by the Brooklyn Zionist Region 
to B njamin Brawdy, ZOA vice-president , pledges were madA to redeem ~evoral thou
sands of dunams in Israel. 
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LUNCHEm TO MORRIS WEINBERG : 

Dr. :eumann who took over the chair at this tir.1e, announced a testimonial 

luncheon would be tendered by the ZOA Executive the next day to Mr. ·Jeinberg, 

veteran Zionist leader and ne . .:spaper publisher, in honor of his 70th birthday and 

invited all members to attend. 

R.EPORT OF i !NANCE COr .JITTEE 

Mr. Milton Pollack, chairman, advised that the loa of ~5,000 to the Jewish 

Agency for the purchase of a building in New York City, which had been previously 

authorized, would be completed shortly, A letter was read from Arthur Lourie , 

Israeli Consul Generalt addressed to Dr . Neumann, expressing appreciation for the 

loan. 

Reporting on the financial status of the ZOA, Mr. Pollack stated that under 

the supervision of Dr , Marks and Rabbi Unger, every effort is being made to keep 

expenses within the approved budget. 

UNITiD P~STINE APP2AL 

Dr. Neumann reviewed the negotiations leading up to the agreement rece~tly 

ratified between the UPA and the Committee of Contributors and Workers . He stressed 

the need for clarification of the relationship betwGen the Zionist movement in 

America, the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem and the Agency as a whole, with the Govern

ment of Israel , regarding authority and jurisdiction in order to avoid chaos and 

by- passing of the constituted authorities in this country. 

In reply to a question as to the present status of Henry Nontor , the chairman 

stated that the acceptance of his resignation as J..!.xecutivc Vice-chairman of the 

UPA automatically removed him as that organizati n's representative on the UJA. 

However at the request of :Mr . Henry 1-lorgenthau, UJA chairman, and due to a t~chni

cality, he was remaining as executive vice-chairman of the UJA until the end of 

the year. Dr. Neumann declared that Mr . ontor 1s resienation from the UPA and his 

future activities were never tho subject of the negotiations just concluded. 

Dr. Heumann paid tribute to the cooperation of Berl Locker, chai .an of the 

Jerusalem Executive now in this country in an unofficial capacity, to help in 

accelerating the final agreement . I!G also expressed appreciation to Mr. Herman 

r,reisman, chairman of the UPA and tho Council of Federations and -Telfare Funds for 

their wholehearted cooperation. 

In concluding his report, Dr. Neumann ur ed member~ of the NEC to be in a 

position to clarifv the issues which have tended to confuse the public at large , 

and to establish a closer relationship with community workers so that there may be 

created a better understanding among all those working together in the interests 

of Israel. 

BRAIIDEIS YOUTH FOUNDATIO 

Mr. 0 ol Benamy, of Atlanta, chairman of a sub- committee appointed by the NEC , 

submitted a comprehensive report on the Brandeis Camp Institute and the Brandeis 

Youth Foundations . T'1e other members of the Committee consist of Martin Adolf, 

Dr. Shlomo Bardin, Dr . s. Blumenfeld , Abe R. Cohen , Michael Egnal, Dave Friedman, 

Abraham Goodman, Mortimer May, Charles Ress , Dr. Morton Robbins, Milton J . 

Silberman, Theodore Strimling, Robert Travis , I.s. Tu.rover , Herman L. Weisman and 

Joseph H. Tudor. 
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The report dealt with the histor y , organization, program and achievements of 
the Brandeis Camp Institutes and the Br andeis Youth Foundation, and their relation
ship to the ZOA. 

The report praised the Brandeis Camp Institute as a solid achievement in 
furthering the aims of the Zionist movement and an important source for the train
ing of a vigorous youth leadership. It recommended the granting of a 25 1000 
subsidy to the Brandeis Youth Foundation for the current year , and requested the 
ZOA to mobilize its membership through its district and the press , in support of 
the program of the Br andeis Youth Foundation. 

The report further recommended that the ZOA extend its generaJ. endorsement to 
any fund- raising program launched by the Brandeis Youth Foundation, including 
su~port from the Welfare Funds and Federations . 

On the question of the relationship of the Brandeis Youth Foundations which 
are now being set up in various parts of the country to the ZOA, .1·tr• Weisman gave 
assurance that the By- Laws of the Charter adequately guarantee the continued in
fluence and guidance of the ZOA and the .American Zionist Youth Commission so as to 
preserve the original intent and purpose of their creation. 

It was unanimousl~r decided that the report be referred to the officers of the 
ZOA for study and that a further discussion be held at a subsequent meeting . 

VISIT OF MENAHE.M BEIGEN 

The advisability of making a public statement disassociating the ZOA from the 
activities of Menahem Beigen, fonner head of the Irgun and present ·1eader of the 
Heruth (Freedom) Party , now in this country, was discussed briefly• While there 
was some feeling exprassed that Hr. Deigen •s misstatements and claims should be 
answered , the general consensus was to regard his activities as a political matter 
within the jurisdiction of the State of Israel and that no statement bo made by 
the ZOA in the pr ss . It was suggested that the representatives of the Israeli 
Govcrruncnt in this country might give tho true facts to the .Amerlcan puhlic. A 
motion to table the question was a1;proved. 

COU _IT'l'EE ON POLITICAL RZSOLUTIONS- - AC 

The chairman appointud a committve of five to draft the political resolutions 
for presentation to the meeting of the Administrative Council the next day. This 
committee consicts of Leon Kohn , chairman, B njamin Gordon, Adolph J{oblcnz, Judge 
Henry Ellenbogen and Charles Auerbach. 

FARt\1ERS 1 FEDERATION OF ISRAEL -
The chairman introduced Mr. Zev Izakson, president of the Farmers • Federation 

of Israel , who briefly outlined the activities of his organization and its progress 
since its inception thirty years ago . Mr. Izakson stated that he was here on a 
3 man special mission to obtain help for the mechanization of the citrus industry 
in Israel. He paid tribute to the leaders of tho .American Zionist movement for 
their reat contribution in tho upbuilding and establishment of the Jowish State . 
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r-rr. H. Ariav, Go oral SecrctarJ of the Farmers ' Federation, a Pl.ember of the 
Cormd.ssion, brou ht greetings from the State of Israel and briefly reported on 
conditions there . 

ZOA HEPRESE:JTATIVES ON ZIO:JISI...FlrJDS 

The chairman appointed the followinB Committee to designate ZOA representa
tives on the Jewish rational Fund and Ioren Hay0sod : Jndgo Joseph Klau, chairman , 
Hilton Silberman, Adolph Koblenz , Dr . Morton J . Robbins , Jacquas Torczyner , 
Chr:rlcs Ress, Heman Weis, an , Dr . Harris J . Levine , Judge 1ot-ris Rothenberg , r.s. 
Turovor and Joseph Goldberg. 

The committee was requested to take early action in view of mootings of the 
Funds scheduled in tha near future . 

PAL1STINE PP.ESS R70RTS 

:Oofore closing the meeting , th· chairman r\;;ad two cables from Israel giving 
a digest of recent ncwspcper articles and editorial.., on the subject of the UPA 
controversy, indicating that practically the entire Israeli press supportad the 
position taken by tho UPA . 

The meeting adjourn d at 11 :40 P. M. 

Re pectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sjclncy Marks 
~.H:.:crotary 



ZIONI 'T OUGANIZATION OF AMtRICA • 11 E.\ST -l2nd STREET • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
DATE: December 1.3, 1948 

.FROM: Dr. Sidney Marks 

SUBJEC'"': 

I am enclosing herewith copies of cables received by us with reference 
to press reaction in Israel on the UP! situation. This is at the in
struction or Dr. Neumann. 

I regret that you were unable to be pr sent at our meeting. 

I look forward to the pleasure of seeing you soon. 

My affectionate regards. 

S!i:dh 
enel 

{ 



COPY O CABLE FROM JERUSALEM 

December 10, 1948 

REFERENCE REACTION UPA ISRAEL PRES ATTITUDE UNCHANGED SINCE CABLE 16TH STOP 
SUBJECT MAINLY TREATED NEW YORK CORRESPONDENTS DISPATCHES STOP GENERAL EDITORIAL 
AGREEJ.ENT INJECTION CONTROVERSY UNJUSTIFIED VIEW PRESENT GRAVE TIME STOP PRIOR 
CONCLUSION AGREEMENT HAARETZ URGED KAPLAN PROCEED USA INFLUENCE DISSIDENTS TO 
WHOM PRESUMED SYMPATHETIC REFRAIN CREATE RIVAL FUND STOP DAVAR RESENTED HAARETZ 
EDITORIAL IMPLICATION LABOR SUPPORTING MO TOR WHICH DENIED WHILE REGRETTING 
SUBJECT UNVENTILATED LOCAL PRESS STOP OVED ZIONI DEPRECATED PET !NESS ISSUES 
WHILE STATING COMPETENCE ZIONORG INVOLVED STOP HAMSHKIF HAZOFE HAARETZ AMERICAN 
DISPATCHES ALL DEPLORED CCNTROVERSY STOP HABOKER ARTICLE MAILED 14TB. 

COPY OF CABLE RECEIVED FROM ELIAS EPSTEIN 

DECEMBER 10, 1948 

ADD TO UPA REACT: ONS DAVAR COLUMNIST 23RD NOVEMBER TRIBUTE ZOA WHICH PRESERVED 
SACRED FLAME DURING DEPRESSED TIME AND STOOD BY US IN POLITICAL FIGHT FROM 
BEGINNING TO WHOM WE CONSTANTLY TURN WHEN TROUBLED STOP NO CCNTROVERSY CAN UN* 
CHANGE THESE VALUES STOP NEWCOMERS HOWEVER WELCOME MUST NOT CREATE NEW DIVISION 
NOR SLIGHT CHARACTER OR FORCE OF THOSE VETERANS WHO WERE UNCONDITIONALLY LOYAL. 



MINUTES OF NA TIO,TAL AD: ~IJJISTRATrJE COU1JCIL, ZIOi rc:'i' Oi(G. 'UZATIO ·J OF AMERICA , 

--- HELD AT ~!OTZ~ ] .. ~' J_ ~ORKE ,_J.=..L...s. su:JD :L.. LJEC:C: 1HCR 13 , 1 4 

Rat-bi Irving Miller , Chuil'!rian of the "·dtC :_1resid ing . 

The Cl1airman opened the regular quarterly I!leetin ~ of the National Adminis
trative Council at rioon and welcomed the members and 6uests pre"'ent . 

In respons1:: to an inquiry as to why the locale of this meeting had be0n 
changed from Philadelphia as agreed upon previously, the chairman explainld that 
the Philadelp'-iia Zio11ist Organization had advised a conflict of dates bad arisen. 
Rather than chan_,u the date of the ueetin0

, it was de0 .. ed advisable to hold thi_s 
NAG sessio11 in 0vW York City. 

R2POI1T OF EXECFTI~_DIHECTOR : 

Dr . Sidney !~arks , Exccuti vc Director , render3d a comprehensi vo report em
bracing o.11 ph sas of ZOA activities , wit all depart1nents goarod to moet the 
expa11dad Zionist 1-1rogra1J1 durine ·Ghe enst.inc yoar o 

~emb~sh~ : Membership enrollments , including life mer11bel'ship , show an increa.,e 
over that of the procGding year . 

Dr . Marks reported that a full - scale em ·1rship campaien was launched at 
the Membership Mobilizati~n Conferonr3 :bold earlier in tho morning .. .An important 
feature of the Conforcnce wL.s an &udio- visPnl pr0sent tion of Zionist work and 
its relation to membarsl-iip The r,1v :i ,3rsh ·p cam;>t.<.i-=>11 will .e ased on the theme 
that 300, 000 ZOA memli1;:rs c::.n _os '~er the r-:-nJovul of Ji.,O , 00 European Jews to 
Israel. Her~chel Auerbach h ..., 1'•3S1..lli.Gd hi.J post of director of mombersbip . 

M0ssuges w0re heard from Aubrey Eban an • JorGe Granados direct from 
the United Nations in ?aris , by r' dio- tole phon , stros~in t11e role of .Am rican 
Zionism. Dr o r ar!(s appeal·Jd _ or th~ wholohe:irted support of 1-IBC merrbers in mem
bership efforts w1ich he characterized as the bedrock and foundation of the 
organization. 

~Food for Ic-r ~l" Cam ai_grp The Americc.a.n Zionist Fund is working on two fronts -
that of the Food campai n and collection of funds . Collections to date for AZF 
exceed those o the same eriod last year~ 

Reports fro Manue~ Pos.r , director of the AZF indicate widespread support 

for the Food campai
0

n , with 1 , 000 ton alrcad shipped to Israel , and quotas ex
cee ed in many cor.m:uni ties . The cami:,ai n is now in full C'lwin a. d i t3 activities 
have r eflected favcra l ~r :'or tl e ZOA . (A ull report was . iven at the ational 
Executive the previous eve ing and included in the Iin tes) 

Qther A~i_yi ties : The Education DepPrt111ent , u uer the ciirec ion of Carl Alpert , 
is continuing its production of -✓v.rious mater.'_al wl1ich are in constantly growing 
demand by every se cnt of the co inurit~~; the Speakers ' and Art..:.sts I Bureau has 
been enlarged to me et the man re qur) C"ts of Zionist dj s Lric ts . 

The activities of tho Public Relations Department and the publication of 
The New Palestine are goin6 forwar in the absence of Ern8st E. Barbarash who is 
now in Israel. 

The scope and plan of the recently organized Eco-iomic Affairs Commission is 
being developed b Seymour Liobm ... ~n , cli_ector , and the public tio of an Economic 
Newsletter designed to arouse American investment interest in the economic 
po sibilities of Israel is conter,1 1 ted. 
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Dr. Marks reported that f' 1llcnt coopGretion was b0int; e_~tendGd to the UJA , 

American Zionist Emergen y Fund, tTowish Hatioru .... l Fu11d , 1nai Zion and Histadrut 

Ivrit. The Foreign Service Dev.1rtm~nt of the zo:~ under D!' . Jo cph Thon was 

handling many inquirius from abroad. 

Dr. Marks paid tribute to Hilton Pollack , chairman of the ZOA Finance Com

mittet:3 , and Henry Stern, auditor, for their vigilance in directing the fi!1a_cial 

course of the organizat ion. Ho stressed however , the rx: ed for greater incon t"1 from 

menbership and the Am::Jri an Zionist Fund as the only guar~ntees for the fuJl 

imple ontation of the expanded ZOA program. 

Appreciation was expressed to Rabbi Jerome Ung0r , Joseph Vogel, Bernard 

EndeJJaan, the Regional Directors and the rest of the Administrative and Clerical 

staff for t heir cooperation in carrying on the manifold activities of the or gc..niza.

tion. 

The report of the Executive Director was unanimou ly approvL-d wit1 appr0cia-

tionc 

AMERICAN ZIO IST_~E CY COUNCIL: 

Mr. Abraham Tuv.L111 who succeeded Mr . Harry Shapiro as executive director of 

the AZEC when the latter ass1 im,acl t¾c .. ost of executive director oi tbe United 

PalGstine Appeal , rt;vi ..:wec. £J).:tensivoly tho Cour,cil 1s activiti,Js for th3 past 

year . He traced the or ar•ization 1 s effo1·t i.n behalf of tl1e Jewish State since 

the United Nation's partition ro"olution of :rovPrnb=r , 191:-8 -- its nationwide 

mob · lization of Am0 ricc.n J . wry to rullj~ s 1ppo t fo' Isr 1.,;l through the media of 

the pr ess , r adio , pu.bl i c demo 1:.,trations, v tsrn s I pru•a 1.,;S , etc -- all of which 

had played a sig4 ificant part in doterminin r_; t ~1e .:· vorable attitude of tbe U.S. 

Government and people . q,:.:: w--.rn .... d 11owJve::.·, t}1at contlnuJd ..rigilance was vital 

and thnl, the AZEC and t e Tewjsh communit., must r1.:main on the alert ac- there still 

remain0d much to o sa!.e 0 uard(;d • nd actievcd. 

Mr. Tuvim expressed gratitude t0 the ZOA for its "mn
0
nificGnt coopcro.tion" 

and paid war tribute to his pr ~de ces~10r, ir . Shapi o who 1 . the AZZC for tho 

past fi vc yea s . 

l r 0solution was a opt 3d voicing anpro -al of tho Council I s leader ship and 

approv 1 of the :)olj cios , rnothod8 i11d -Lcchni.q G3 e:-.1ployod in the conduct of the 

successful politica s ruc.-~J., on behalf of tlc Jewish St·tee 

A s "cond rG!=:o1ut..i.on <.doptJl e:vp 'C's:1~d r:.pprf'cia ti on to -:r . Shapiro for his 

leadership and cxtem1 3d b ... rt uis os to ir" i'vv:iJ I for a s 11cc<Jssful ,nd effacti ve 

o.dministrationo 

1UlJCHEO I TO MORRIS WEINBERG 

During th-.;; lunch0on r ol.!CSJ, i!r . f.,,.o ri.] W~ ·.nbor , veterr.,n Zimlist leader of 

Ne w York nd pror.iinent Tew ~ s :1 nuws ~>· tp..; p1 ibl: sher, was t Jnd·-n·cd. a tostimonial 

luncheon by the ZOA on the o ,a l on o hie ?0th birthday. Spen.l'crs included Dr. 

Emanuel Neumann , Da·1lol FriscL, • nd Dr. s. l•Iart=-oshu o 

Afte rnoon &Jssion -------
ATLANI'IC CITY ZIO IST DICTRICT 

Jud c Joseph Kl u , hnirm'ln of a s l;cial ,·vb- co1.1mitte"" appointJd at the 
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previous meeting to cettle the djfforences whic"1 hrLd arisen between the Atlantic 
City dlstrict and the New J,~r 0.<r liegio1 , reporte;d t,he matter ha been amicably 
resolved. The Atla11tic City district wi 11 not pre.J<~ its appli~ation of with
drawal from t:1e Region., It will be known hereafter as the Atlantic City Zionist 
Organization. Mr~ David Moskov.1ltz, a member of the sub-committee , expressed 
appreciation to Mr • .!osepll Halbert , preGi .ent of the Atlruitic City organization 
and Rev. Martin Adolf, president of the New Jersey Region, for their ur.derstanding 
and cooperation which mcde this agr0em13nt possible . 

Judge Klau's report was received with thanks and filed. 

Z0A C0NVEJTI0N: ___ , 

The Chairmru1 a vised that the ZOA consti tu ion invested the NAG with the 
responsibility to fix the ti.me and place of the annual convention. In accord-
ance with the de cision tak n at the September NAC meeting, action on this question 
v.1as to be taken at this time . 

In the ensuing discussion in which Mr. John J . Fox, Mr. Lerner, Rev. Adolf, 
Mr. Halbert, Mr . Edmund Ko!Jlenz, Marcus Abramson and other,.. participated , it was 
pointed out that many important factors must be seriously considered in connection 
with the convfmtion -- dc:..te, .. eo~raphic locat2.on, ample hotel accommodations , 
meeting facilities, etc ., all of which would require lengthy rleliberation. 

A res lution propose b :Mr:) Fox was dopted, witl· one negative vote, 
delegating authority to the In er· Com.mitt·1e to deter-mine the place and date of 
the next convention ard to r:.otjfy the mernb,"!rs of the NAG of its decisiono The 
recommendation that the Inner C01m.1ittee se0k the advice of NAC members as far as 
possi le, befo~e arriving ta decision was ' ' pruved and voted. 

ISRAEL C0RP0RATI0 J ~ __ Ai-1.ERICA : 

Mr . Jacob All--ow, secretary of the Israel Corporation of America, reported 
on the ZOA Economic Conference held ln .. ovember , as well as on the proeress of 
the Israel Corpora-Lion or·ganized by prominent Zionist leaders and headed by 
Albert Schiff. 

Mr. Alkow stressed the need for General Zionists in this country to crdate 
the instrume _ts by which thuy can lend conl,;rete aid to middle-class b iness 
enterprises in Is "acl which lookecl to us for this necessary aid. The ZOA Economic 
Commission was est.a lisJPd as a me" ns of enlisting American Z • onist support for 
the economic develo1-J;,1ent of the Jewish Statce 

The Israel Corporation of America which received the approval of the 
Securities and Excl!ange Commis.3ion , 1as enter0d into an agreement with the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine to provide low cost ho11s • ng to help meet the urgvnt require
ments of the great influx of immigrants . 'l' .. is invcs ment of 1,6,500,000 is insured 
by tho Jowi3h Apency a d will provide thv i1,ve"to with a fair returno • Alkow 
stated conside.cable interest hns nlr,1&dy b..,0n indicated by Ge11eral Zionists in 
neighboring countries with a viGW to unltinp in a common economic undertateing to 
aid financially the m~ddle claos busincssmJn in Israel. 

He made a strong plea for tl ~ coo)orat.ion of American Zionists to rally 
behind the program of the Economic Corrilllission and tho Israel Corporation. 

Dr . eumann warmly endorsed 'lr. Alkow' s ap?Gal and urged members of the 
NAC and NEC to initiate this ir:iportant ctivity in their respective communities . 



TSLSPHON IE 

MU 2-3205 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

December 17, 1948 

Des.r Dr. Silver: 

I have the honor to inform you that you havo been 
designated by Dr. Emanuel Ncwnann, President of the 
Zionist Organization of America, as a. mcm~1er of tho 
Board of Directors of the l~orcn Iayesod - Palestine 
Foundation Fund. 

I know that the work 0ntailod in this most irnportant 
branch of Zionist endeavor will furnish you with the 
greatest posoiblc interest and will offer a most !Orthy 
incentiv for your efforts in behalf of tho people of 
Israel. 

Accc~t my hcarti st congratulations and my best wishes. 

Vzy- kindest personal regards. 

SJ.I: dhl 

Sincerely yours, 
• 

Dr. Sidnuy .l ~s 
Executive Di cctor 

CAIILS ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS 



F 0 

H fl .. ) J 1c -Pr ide 11 

1 HAR Y F IEDE ALO, Baltimore, 1 Id 

PaJJ PreJide111J 

D . OLO -10. GoLD A ~. Chicago, Ill. 

C 

R I I VI 

I Ad111i111 tr,1tr1 Com c,l 

111 LE , Woo mere, 

Dr. I RAEL Goto TEI.•, 1 • Yor·, '. Y. 
ED fU 'I> I. KAUFMA 7ashington, D. C. 

,'i e-Cl.;1 rum, '/\• 1io1:1/ AdminiJt 11it 

J CQ •r To czy ·rn, 1 Tew York, 

C .11 ril 
• ,r 

JUDGE LoUI E. I EVI THAL, Phil. eli-hi ' Pa. 
LOUIS IP KY, 1 'ew York, 1 \ Y. Sar . . alion I Admi iJtr.it e Cormol 
Juo • • o 1s RoT ➔E ER , ew York, .1. \ Y. 
DR. ABBA I-hu.I:L Sit\ , Cle eland, Ohio 

l c n '- ICH fA , Philad !phi , Pi 

OhF. T 2'0LD, ·e r i: ork T_ Y. 
Dn '1EPHI·,' S. \'{11 F, .1. ew York . Y. 

Tre.rs11rcr 

_ M,\ll.K St GAR !A.',. oate ·ille, P .. 
~ r • 

.. 
• r 

f • 

' 
.. •.· : .. 

, f RC ABRAMSO, , Bronx, . Y. 
ABE B RKOWITZ, Birmin ham, Ala . 

. COHEN, Pitt burgh, Pa. 
HAR Y COHI? •, Bronx, •. Y. 

L C HE ', Richmond Hill, 1
• Y. 

• Tr •,,.r"u 

~1; ir 1 11, Fi ance CommrJt 

K, H·ook y 

. •. 'atiopal Seer tar; , 

. . 
~ID Y , f ll , 1 ew York, .1. • Y . , : 

BBI A I r, Co PER, Ch, rl son, W. Va. 
Lawrenc . Y. 

hiladelphia, Pa. 
C1tr ... J. 

n, Co~: 
rk, 

• , Chicag , Ill. 
JOSEPH GOLDBERG, Worce ter, Ma s. 

A 1 UBL G LO TOCK, Pitt bur h, Pa. 
I. R. Gooo fA , 1 fiami Beach, Fla. 
)AC B G DMAN, Brookl ·n, 1 • Y. 

Vire-President 

BE J . BROWDY, Brooklyn, 
R,\1 DI le hio 
D .1 o Y. 
As Al d, Conn. 

1 fi mi B .. ch, Fl . 
R ille . 

rk, 
E R non 

v D. ·to 
• D. n, fa . 

HER IA L. cnrsdal , . Y 

..... 

• cl !phi 
Y. 

. \ 

Pa 

'orJ·, TY. 

, ~- 11 

, o um us, Ohio 
BBi ROBERT IS R y Park, 1 . Y. .11 • Chica o, Ill. 

B . ' ' r. J. 
RA BER York 1 . Y. 

MORRI WEINBERG, 

i. 
ew York 

TUROVER, 

'. Y. 

1-lyn, 
G, Los Angel . 
hin ton, D. C. 

> • • ~ . ' 

Calif 



MINU'rES Ol!, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMlviITTEE MEETING HELD AT 
THE HOTEL . S'rATLER, _N~"W YORK :..::. SUNDA:Y_z_J Ai"WARY 23 , 1949 

Morning Session - 11 A.M. 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Presiding. 

The Chairman welcomed three newly appointed members of the National Executive: Prof. Milton Handler, New York; Rabbi Armand Cohen, Cleveland; and Joseph Kohn, Philadelphia. 

Tribute to Lord Melchett: 

Dr: Neumann eulogized the memory of Lord Melchett who had passed away in 
Miami. Lo14 d Melchett rendered distinguished service to the Cause, and played an important part in Zionist affairs. The members stood in silent tribute to his 
memory. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

Dr. Sidney Marks rendered an informative and comprehensive report on all ZOA activities with particular emphasis on the need to revitalize districts and spur 
membership activities. 

Membership: 

While membership renewals were satisfactory, Dr. Marks stated there was a lag 
in the enrollment of new members, with the result tha.t the total membership was at a lower level than that of the same period last year. He warned a continuation of this trend would make serious inroads in the fiscal program and sharply curtail the implementation of ZOA objectives. Dr. Marks believed this decrease was due in part to a lack of a sense of urgency by Zionist workers rather than an indication of disinterest by the masses of American Jewry. He attributed the failure to enroll more new members to the following reasons: preoccupation of key workers with the current "Food for Israel" campaign: a dim:i.nution of political activities coupled with the fact of the establishment of the Jewish State: the need for more specific projects in Israel by the ZOA: the usurpation of work for Israel by many organizations who are recent adherents to the cause. He also pointed out that in many cases, district leadership was heavily involved in the activities of Welfare Funds and local community organizations and finally that the impact of fund-raising and intra-organizational friction had had an adverse effect. 

In order to overcome this situation, Dr. Marks stated it was essential to have a reorientation of the Zionist program which would provide for direct personal identification and participation of the individual in the economic and cultural upbuilding of Israel. He believed there were large numbers of Jews ready for ZOA affiliation if approached. He urged that the activities and techniques of the membership department under the direction of Herschel Auerbach, director, and Joseph Goldberg, national membership chairman, be utilized to the fullest advantage. He stressed that NEC members themselves must be the driving force in formulating Zionist thinking, program and work. These will be the determining factors in reactivating ZOA workers and districts throughout the country. 
11Food for Israe+" Campaisn: 

Dr. Marks reported this campaign, which is sponsored by the American Zionist 
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Fund, has proven highly successful with quotas allotted already exceeded. He 
emphasized the benefits of the public relations and education aspects resulting 
from the campaign, and believed these could be utilized to bolster membership and 
AZF. Here again, Dr. Marks emphasized the need for Zionist leaders and workers to 
get behind membership and AZF to achieve the goals set, underscoring the fact that 
these two projects represented the foundation uron v.hich the program and activities 
of the organization rest. 

Other Departments: 

Since his return from Israel, Ernest Barba.rash, editor of The New Palestine 
and director of Public Relations, has intensified activities through the media of 
releases to the daily, Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish press; "INSIDE ISRAEL" bulletin, 
Spot News, and special press conferences. A bi-weekly economic newsletter to be 
published by the Public Relations Department jointly with the Economic Affairs 
commission, will be available shortly. An enlarged photo service to the press is 
also planned. 

Activities of the Education Department headed by Carl Alpert, are constantly 
expanding. There will be available shortly, at a nominal fee, twelve film-strips 
on Israel, for wide distribution to districts and other interested groups. 

WMCA Radio Pro~ram: 

Drr Marks announced that the ZOA was now sponsoring a 15 minute broadcast 
direct from Tel Aviv, "Report from Israel" over station WMCA, five nights a week 
at 7:04 P.M. with Arthur Holzman, commentator. Although a very recent addition 
to the expanded ZOA public relations program, the many favorable reports already 
received, testify to the program's growinG popularity and effectiveness. Negotia
tions are under way to place this radio feature on stations in major communities 
from coast to coast. This program, handled for the ZOA by Bernard Endelman, 
provides for appropriate ZOA annow1cements publicizing the manifold activities of 
the organization. In addition, "The Day" and other Yiddish newspapers, are pub
lishing transcripts of these daily reports. 

Economic Affairs Commission: 

There is an intensified interest in this Department 1 s program, with hundreds 
of inquiries already received requesting information on economic possibilities in 
Israel. This department will distribute the 1947-!~8 Anglo-Palestine Economic 
Digest and in cooperation with Mr. Barbarash and Mr. Alpert, has arranged for the 
publication of the Israel Year Book under the joint sponsorship of the ZOA and the 
Jewish Agency. It is expected the bi-weekly newsletter will be ready shortly. 

Dr. Marks stated there was increased cooperation with the Israel Corporation 
and other Israel interests, and that the ZOA wao working closely with the AZEC and 
other constituent Zionist bodies. 

Activities under the superYision of Rabbi Jerome Unger and Joseph Vogel are in 
excellent shape. 

Concluding his report, Dr. V.arks appealed for the wholehearted support of thd 
NEC in carrying out the ZOA program and called for positive, constructive action. 

REPORI' OF DELEGATES FROM FARMERS' FEDERATION OF ISRAEL: ··-- --..---.·--

Messrs. Zev Izakson and Haim Ariav, president and general secretary 
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respectively of the Jewish Farmers' Federation of Israel, are on a mission to the 
U.S. to purchase machinery, tools and equipment for the mechanization of the 
citrus industry in Israel, to make necessary financial arrangements for such pur
chase, and study American methods for adaptation in Israel. 

Report of Mr. Izakson: 

Mr. Izakson described the importance of the citrus industry and its close re
lation to the economic upbuilding of Israel, emphasizing its primary position in 
the past and its important role in the country's future developmento $18 million 
dollars have been invested by Jews alone in this branch of agriculture: 200,000 
dunams of citrus groves are within the present boundaries of Israel, having an 
actual value of more than $200 million dollars. In the past year alone, Mr. 
Izakson stated, the sale of its crop brought into the country in foreign exchange, 
over $50 million dollars. The citrus industry which is in most part, privately 
owned, forms 80% of the total exports of the country with a large percentage of 
the population living on and around this industry. 80% of the citrus growers, who 
are for the most part members of the General Zionist group, are affiliated with the 
Farmers' Federation. 

Mr. Izakson who had just returned from an extensive tour of citrus areas in 
Florida, stated that soil, climatic conditions and water for irrigation were even 
more favorable in Israel than Florida. He reported excellent markets existed in 
Europe for Israel's crops and their by-products. However, due to the great in
crease in the cost of manual labor, Mr. Izakson emphasized the urgent need for the 
mechanization of and rehabilitation of the industry in order to save it for the 
good of Israel's economy. 

Mr. Izakson advised that $12 million dollars would be required 
three years. He expressed the hope that necessary aid, in whole or 
be forthcoming from the J-UD.erican Export-Import Bank loan to Israel. 
with a strong appeal for support of the needs of his organization. 

over the next 
part, might 

He concluded 

Mr • • riav gave a bird's-eye-view of the political situation in Israel and the 
important role played by General Zionists there and the U.S. toward the general 
welfare of Israel, without consideration of Party interests. He pointed out that 
national institutions, in whose establishment and strengthening the General 
Zionists have played a major role, are often in practice, the patrons and protec
tors of labor interests which are often unfriendly to small enterprises. The 
midclleclass private investor does not derive the same benefit of support which the 
Histadrut receives from Mapai. He deplored the submergence of national interests 
by Party sectional interests. He cited the case of Histadrut which he character
ized as more than a labor union, but rather the custodian of the interests of the 
Labor party in Israel. Mr. Ariav emphasized however, that criticism of certain 
aspects of labor should not be intended as hostility toward labor with whom he 
personally, and the Farmers' Federation have always had friendly relations. He 
hoped there would emerge a planned economy for Israel as against State socialism. 

Mr. Ariav appealed to General Zionists in America to support middleclass 
interests in Israel which he said looked to America for needed support. 

He traced the developments of the first settlements in Israel some 80 years 
ago and the subsequent building up of industry, commerce and trade. AlthouBh the 
national institutions, with General Zionist support, have established many workers' 
settlements, Mr. Ariav maintained private enterprise was an important factor in 
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the general development of Israel. He revealed that many settlements belonging to 
the Farmers' Federation have served as training centers for new immigrants in agri
culture and have been an important means of livelihood for thousands of families. 
Giving a detailed picture of the middleclass contribution to agriculture, he stated 
that of 327 fa1-ms and settlements, 81 are privately owned. Of those, more than 
half belon3 to the Federation with a population of 83,000; the other 37 have only 
13,500. He recited statistics which indicate that the m.idd.leclass, through 
private initiative, have made a great contribution to the agricultural economy of 
Israel. Private settlers have organized in addition to the Farmers' Federation, 
financial and commercial institutions, a mortgage bank, a supply company for 
farmers, a secondary agricultural school, a housing company, etc. They have like
wise aided materially in the revitalization of some of the older colonies. He 
urged support for these existing agencies and for the means to increase existing 
colonies by settling an additional 3000 families. 

Dr. Neumann expressed appreciation to Mr. Izakson and Ariav for their illumi
nating reports and promised consideration and cooperation. 

REPORT OF CONTROLT .ER: -
In accordance with the practice adofted to receive detailed reports from heads 

of departments, Mr. Henry Stern, ZOA controller, gave a comprehensive analysis of 
his department. He reported the entire bookkeeping and auditing departments have 
undergone numerous changes and new systems introduced to assure the sound function
ing of the auditing department. More than $1 million dollars is received and dis
bursed annually within the budeets allocated to each de1-artment. He thanked Mr. 
Milton Pollack and members of the Finance Committee for their cooperation. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Mr. Pollack, chairman of the Finance Committee rendered a report for the first 
quarterly fiscal period. He believed that the lag in membership receipts was in
dicative of a transition period through which the ZOA was passing. With the adop
tion and implementation of a positive ZOA procram embracing economic, and rehabili
tation activities in Israel, he believed that the income from membership might in
creaseo Income from the AZF would not be determ'ned at thjs time as campaigns 
were not complete and many large allocations by community chests were not yet 
remitted. 

A subcommittee of the Finance Committee had explored 11 angles in connection 
with the projected moving of ZOA headquarters to 2 Par:c Avenue. This report as 
well as the question of renewal of Uuion contracts with the staff was under advise
ment. A full report on these matters will be submitted at a subsequent meeting. 

"Food for Israel" Cam;eai@: 

William Sylk, national chairman, briefly supplemented Dr. Mark's report. He 
stated the quota allocated by the Israel Supply Mission of 4 million pounds has 
been exceeded by two million, with an approximate value of over two million dollars. 
Port facilities in six cities have been opened. Mr. Sylk underlined the cons~ruc
tive aspects of the campaign which have aided in creating beneficial public rela
tions and bringing into the working orbit of the ZOA many people and organizations 
who have had no previous association with the ZOA. 

DR. NEUMANN 'S REPORT: 

Dr. Neumann reviewed the latest events on the political scene. He declared 
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the Zionist position generally was brighter than at any time since the inception of 
the movement. Many gove:.·nmento hn.ve granted 1·ecognition to Israel, including many 
who had opposed the Jewish State previously in the U.N. The British Government 
was expected to grant de facto recognition shortly, although he added, there exist
ed some sus~1icion in Israel that certain conditions may be tied to this action. 

Dr. Neumann stressed the importance and political significance of the one 
hundred million dollar loan to Israel from the Export Bank and its impact on 
wavering countries. He spoke of the tremendous effect this action would have on 
the Arab states with its clear indication that the U.S. intended to fulfill its 
promises to Israel. He analysed the deterioration of the Arab positiou vis-a-vis 
Israel, and concluded that these hea~tening developments were ~ositive indications 
that the State of Israel was accepted and that its admittance to the U.N. was an 
established fact. 

UPA Controversy: 

Dr. Neumann then rendered a comprehensive review and interpretation of recent 
events in connection with the UPA coutroversy and the actions of the dissident 
group, the Committee of Contributors. He referred to the meeting of the Actions 
Committee in Israel last sUIDiter where it had been assumed that as the political 
situation tapered off there would be intensified concentration on the major prob
lems of immigration and rehabilitation. 

Dr. Neumann then reviewed develorments after his return to this country from 
the Actions Committee meeting in connection with the internal struggle which con
fronted the Zionist movement involving its role, function and very future. He 
spoke of the developments preceding, during and after the UJA conference in 
Atlantic City, with particular reference to the issue which had arisen concerning 
Mr. Morgenthau's acceptance of the chai1-manship of the forthcoming UJA campaign 
and the reinstatement of Henry Montor. 

Dr. Neumann stated that the Committee of Contributors and Workers with whom 
the UPA negotiated an agreement, had disregarded that part of the agreement which 
had to do with the liquidation of the controversy, i.e., that the COC would cease 
all its activities preparatory to its total dissolution. On the contrary, Dr. 
Neumann advised, its actions since then have definitely confirmed their statements 
that the COC intended to continue its activities and work for the appointment of 
Mr. Morgenthau and the reemployment of Montor, despite the acceptance of his 
resignation by the UPA. 

He disclosed a recent statement made by Monter at a meeting of reformed rabbis 
in New York at which Mentor stated the objective of the dissident group was the 
reduction of Zionist representation in the UPA to 505b and ultimately to zero; 
furthermore, that the ZOA had fulfilled its function. Dr. Neumann characterized 
this as a well-conceived program for removing all fund-raising activity from 
Zionist sponsorship and control. 

He referred to the UPA which embrased the K.H. and J.N F., and Hadassah and 
Peale Zion. He pointed out that whereas these traditional Zionist Funds (K.H. and 
J.N.F.) offered the only direct contact Zionists had to the upbuilding of Israel, 
Hadassah and Poale Zion each had its own projects in Israel for which they waged 
separate campaigns running into millions. At the same time, they retained their 
prerogatives for representation on the national Funds and UPA. He termed this 
attempt by leaders of the COC aided by certain elements of Poale Zion and Hadassah 
to recall Henry Montor as chief executive of the UJA, as an attempt at a "wrecking 
job" of the ZOA and involved the very future of the Zionist movement. 
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He deplored the pressure which was being exerted by certain members of the 
Jewish Agency Executive, Hadassah and the Poale Zion, to foist Monter on the UPA 
after h~s resignation had been accepted1 despite the fact that the UPA Executive 
had taken the stand that the campaign and its personnel was not a matter within 
the jurisdiction of the Agency E:{ecutive but was one for consideration by the con
stituent bodies of ~he U'-TA. After the UPA Executive had arri,red at its decision, 
the Jewish Agency Executive over the protest of Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumann, voted 
to recommend to the UPA the acceptance of Mr. Mo1 .. genthau as general UJA chairman, 
giving him a free hand in choosing his assistant and had cabled the Jerusalem 
Executive requesting a meeting of the full Agency in N,Y. Dr. Neumann pointed out 
that neither he nor Dr. Silver had taken part in this discussion or vote, deeming 
the whole procedure as an infringement of the autonomy and rights of the UPA. 

Dr. Neumann expressed the view that the Agency Executive did not have the 
power to intervene directly in "purely administrative questions such as the hiring 
or firing of employees of various institutions". He added that his views as well 
as Dr. Silver's, were cabled to Jerusalem. He said he felt an attempt might be 
made to change the composition of the JNF and Keren Hayesod leading to the 
virtual elimination of the ZOA from any position of influence and responsibility 
in connection with the Funds. He urged the NEC to make lmown its ~osition on the 
fundamental question of the maintenance of the autonomy of the Funds. 

He reiterated his convictio~ first expressed at the Zionist convention in 
Pittsburgh that American Zionists should not intervene in matters affecting inter
nal or foreign affairs of the State of Israel; conversely, the people of Israel 
should not attempt to intervene in the internal affairs of merican Zionism or 
American Jewish life. 

Dr. Neumann pointed out the relatio ship existing between this fundamental 
question and the need to reactivate Zionist workers and districts. In this respect, 
he suggested that in addition to sup~orting the UJA, the ZOA should operate in 
Israel and have its own program and projects, similar to that of Ha.dassah and the 
Peale Zion. 

Recapitulating, he deplored the activities and false accusations of Mentor 
and his associates who have spread distrust and hostility toward Zionists through
out the country. He termed Mentor's actions as a "wrecking job" and stated if he 
were allowed to come back to the UPA, these activities would be intensified rather 
than lessened. Dr. Neumann reeretted the purposes of the forthcoming meeting in 
New York of the Jewish Agency Executive in its attempt "to foist Mentor and his 
associates on the Zionist movement in this country". 

In view of the gravity of the situation, Dr. Neumann concluded his address 
with an appeal to the NEC to clarify its position and take a definite stand which 
would serve as a guide to the Zionist constituency and fellow-Zionists abroad. 

LUNCHEON RECESS 

The afternoon session opened at 2:20 P~ M. with Daniel Frisch, ZOA vice
president in the chair until the arrival of Dr. Neumann later in the afternoon. 

DISCUSSION ON DR. NEUMANN'S REPORT: 

The remainder of the meeting was devoted to a full discussion of the funda
mental issues confronting the ZOA as a result of the internal situation. Many 
suggestions were made for the reorientation of the Zionist program and the need of 
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specific undertakings by the ZOA in Israel There was unanimous determination to 
resist any effort to impose Henry Mentor on the Zionists of America. 

Rev. Martin Adolf and Marcus 1bramson proposed a vast General Zionist Housing 
project as a goal for a ZOA drive~ Judge Jacob Klau and Michael Egnal pro3_;osed 
the establishment of a women's division~ Other speakers strongly advocated the 
launching of special drives by the ZOA for Israeli projects. All speakers vigor
ously protested the intervention from abroad in the internal affairs of American 
Zionists and strongly denounced the attempt to impose Mr. Monter on the UJA after 
his resignation was accepted and his unsubstantiated charges against the ZOA 
rejected. 

Leon Kohn condemned the Committee of Contributors for repudiating and failing 
to carry out the terms of their agreement with the UPA. He stated if Mentor had 
any connection ~ith the UJA he would call on the ZOA to launch a separate campaign 
for Israel. Dr. Morton Robbins expressed the view that the whole controversy 
should have been brought out in the open at the UJA conference in Atlantic City 
inasmuch as the question involved the very future of the ZOA. 

Jacques Torczyner charged that Mapai forces in Israel were lending support to 
the Mentor group here and called for the support of the recently organized Com
mittee of Zionist Contributors, adding that Zionists could not cooperate with the 
UJA if Monter comes back. Samuel Goldstock flayed the attempts at outside dicta
tion and decried placing certain Party interests above the general welfare of the 
movement. Jochanan Rudavsky felt the issue should not be characterized as one of 
American Zionists against Israel, and urged the doption of a resolution voicing 
confidence in ZOA leadership and the UPA. Milton Pollack maintained that the UPA, 
of which the Zionist Funds are major constituents, should have the right to decide 
who shall head its fund-raising campaign inasmuch as the UFA tapped the membership 
and resources of the ZOA. He felt that neither Mr o MorgenthaunorMontor were in
dispensable to the success of the campaign. 

Joseph Goldberg made a plea for a constructive Zionist program and the 
strengthening of membership~ Benjamin Gordon, Aaron Robbins, John J. Fox and 
others ur3ed the adoption of a definite program. Louis Falk asked for increased 
participation as a Zionist body in the UJA as a means of strengthening the posi
tion of the ZOA in communities. Harry Cohen called for support of small private 
enterprise in Israel as a suitable project to stimulate ZOA membership. I. B. 
Goodman recommended that districts adopt resolutions supporting the position of 
the National Executive, while Mr. Egnal advocated that some concrete action be 
initiated to indicate the attitude of the ZOA, possibly the organization of a 
women's division. He also sugg~sted that ZOA members refrain from giving support 
to the Histadrut campaign. Mendel Fisher felt the issue rather than being en
larged, should be confined to taking a stand against the reemployment of Mr. 
Monter. There was unanimous agreement that ZOA membership be kept fully informed 
of all developments. 

The chairman appointed a resolutions committee consisting of Leon Kohn, 
chairman, Dr. Samuel Margoshes, Mortimer May, and Judge Jacob Klau ..... to draft 
appropriate resolutions expressing the attitude and thinking of the NEC on the 
issues discussed. 

REPORT OF HARRY SHAPIRO: 

Mr. Harry Shapiro, executive director of the UPA, reported on behalf of Mr. 
Herman Weisman who was out of town on behalf of the campaign He stated the UJA 
campaign was making progress; the field staff has been organized and meetings are 
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being held vith the national chairmen. Mr. Shapiro announced that the first large 
commitment for the UJA has been received from Miami where a quota of $1,000,000 
has been set, largely through the endeavors of Mr. Abraham Goodman. A telegram 
of appreciation was sent to Mr. Goodman for his efforts on behalf of the campaign. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

Mr. Kohn, chairman of the Resolutions Committee, submitted the following 
resolutions which were adopted after minor changes: 

The Mational Executive Committee of the Zionist Organization of America, in 
conference assembled on Sunday, January 23rd, 1949, at the Hotel Statler, New York 
City. 

HAVING deliberated and reviewed fully the United Jewish Appeal situation and 
having received advices regarding a contemplated meeting of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine in New York City in that connection; and 

EXPRESSrnG the views of the American Jewish community after a careful survey 
of American Jewish public opinion; and acting in the best interests of Israel and 
the United Jewish Appeal, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE: 

FIRST: That the Zionist Organization of America approves and commends, fully 
and unqualifiedly, our representatives in the United Palestine Appeal, headed by 
Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and r. Herman Weisman, for their sup
port of the position taken by the Appeal with respect to its autonomy, its freedom 
of action and its rejection of any interference in its operations by any groups or 
individuals without authorized competence or jurisdiction; 

SECOND: That the Jewish Agency for Palestine be advised that the Zionist 
Organization of America deems any intervention by the Agency in the matter of 
techniques and organization of the American Zionist movement as not being within 
their competence and jurisdiction; 

THIRD: That a cablegram be sent to the Jewish Agency for Palestine in 
Jerusalem advising them that their contemplated meeting in New York or elsewhere 
for a discussion of Zionism on the American scene is both unprecedented and em
phatically inopportune at this time; 

FOlT1iTH: That the United Palestine Appeal and the United Jewish Appeal are 
completely and competently staffed a..~d are fully prosecuting the 1949 UJA campaign 
throughout the United States; that this National Executive Committee is convinced 
that any and every attempt to foist the former lf~A director, Mr. Montor, upon the 
Zionists of America is bound to and ie calculated to create dissension in all of 
the Jewish communities in the United States; that such unwarranted action will 
jeopardize the success of the United Jewish Appeal campaign to the grave detriment 
of Israel, its future and its tremendous tasks; that our representatives are here
by requested to continue to maintain the firmest possible stand against his re
employment in any capacity under any circumstances; 

FIFrH: That a copy of this resolution together with a statement of all facts 
in the United Jewish Appeal controversy be sent to the press in Israel, so that 
public opinion in that country will be ma.de fully acquainted with the situation. 
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Dr. Neumann stated it was important that representatives on the Funds bear in 
mind that the breach of the UPA agreement by the Committee of Contributors raised 
the question of its validity He suggested that the question of ZOA launching 
specific projects in Israel be given consideration if found advisable. 

Mr o Ettinger urged that these resolutions receive the widest possible 
publicity; Judge Klau recommended that a statement covering all phases of the 
controversy be made available to the ZOA membership. 

Dr~ Neumann endorsed these recommendations and stressed that Zionists should 
not only be well informed on all phases of questions under discussion, but take an 
active interest in corr.munity Welfare Fund8 so as to make the Zionist point-of-view 
felte 

He urged Zionists to be more alert in the realm of public relations and mem
bership and expressed the conviction that the success of the ZOA in its great 
political struggle should also act as positive factor in winning new members and 
increased support for the AZF. He appealed for full cooperation in the ZOA 
economic program, particularly that of the Israel Corporation of America and "Food 
for Israel11 campaign. 

Mr. Egnal's suggestion that a sub-committee be appointed to study the question 
of the relations of the ZOA to Hadassah and the Gewerksbaften campaign of the Peale 
Zion was approved. 

FOOD FOR ISRAEL: 

There was a brief discussion as to the advisability f setting a date for the 
termination of the "Food for Israel" campai gn. It was decided to refer this ques
tion to the Inner Committee which would have authority to determine the duration of 
the campaign in various parts of the country. 

FARMERS' FEDERATION OF ISRAEL 

A resolution was adopted expressing deep interest in the problems presented 
by Mr. Zev Izakson and Chaim riav, delegates of the Farmers Federation of I srael. 
The Inner Committee was instru~ted to take appropriate action thr ugh pro er 
channels to secure attentior. for their needs. 

Th meeting adjourned at 6 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
Secretary 
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MEMPHIS ZIONIST DISTRICT 
1016 DERMON BLDG. PHONE 37-9326 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

January 26 , 1949 

JA 2 19 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o United Palestine Anneal 
41 East 42nd Street 

e•r Yor 17, . Y . 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

\ 

As directed by the o rd of Director of the 
.em· his Zionist District, I am enclosin you hereT•ri th 

copy of the resolution adonted by said oard at its last 
meeting. 

Very t·"'uly yours, 

k lr~ 
President 

S /jb 

Encl . 



RESCLUTION . 

BE IT RESOL iED by the Board of !)irectors f the I, emphis Zionist 
District : 

1 . That we endcrse the splenJid record 0f ace ~plishment of the lnst 
two years of the Unite~ Jewish Appeal, under the leaders~ip 0f Honorabl 0 3en~y 
Morgenthau , Jr • ., and urge hirn Rga.in to accept the Chairman.ship of the U. . A. 

We believe that he sh0uld be given the privilege , as ene.Rl Chairman , of select
ing such personnel to w~rk with him as hA desires . 

2. That we disapprove the action ~f the Acting Chairni.an and thP Exe u
tiv~ Committee cf the United PalPstine ApreRl , in refusin~ to call a mee in cf 

the Boarj of Directors , up'Jn the oc...,asion of the resignation of the Exe e-.;; ',ive 
Vice- Chairman . Without passin~ upon the merits of the c0ntroversy engende r e i by 
this resignRtion , we believe that the Bard of ~irectors of the U. P.A. wRs 
entitled to receive the full fo.cts, and to take such a.ct·on 4S the .ajori1;y of 

the Board felt that the facts warranterl. The refusal of the A ting ChA.irnan _. 
H. L . WPisman., to give the Directors an cpportt:.nity to function in ,his c. isis 
is indefensible . It represents an unwarranted asswr..ption cf p wer n trP Far 
~r Weisman and the Executive Conunittee . '.mis .JC"urse of c'Jnduct , inspire~ b·· 

Neumann. , Weisman and Gilver , is not calculated to vreate cotfi ence f th~ 
AmP.rican Jews , or to result in the large t possible cntritutirns of fund~ so 

sorely needed by Jewish displac i persons in EuropP, and by the pe~ple cf 

Israel . It demonstrates Weisman's unfitr.ess tc remain us Chairman f the U. P.A . 

3. That it is futile to dis uss the propcrtions of represent~ ion CL 

the future Boar~ ?f Tire t rs of the U . F .A. i he present Eoa!·d is n perr.i ttei 

to fun ct ion. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 

'.Ihat copies of this resoluti n he forwarde1 o Hon . Hen~y N.cr entha~,~r . 
and to Neumann , Weisman and Silver . 

7hat efore participating in any fur ,her carr.paigns for funds, he 
Officers of this District are h~reby instructe1 r. ascertair. and repo~t o this 
B~ard whether a lem~cratic U. P.A . has been established, under fair und impar:ial 
leacershir ; and that the rights ~r welfare funds ccntributing thereto sha . o 
cnly have the righ cf fair representation , but also he means cf reaking its 
v~ice heard. ~ever again , in tr.e histor of Jewish gi Y1.r.g., ust ·ve wi r o s t h 
specta le where a few men set themselves up t-:> make iiecisions , in defiance of he 
rights cf the Board of lirect~rs cf the U. P .A. 

'.lha.t cr--pies cf this resc-lution be putlished in he a.tional Jev:ish 
Post ; and further ., that ccries of 41.'i.s resolu in be forwarced O n:-:c ,CV 

Palestine , with request that it be publishei ir: ful ; and in te ~Ycnt his 
journal f the Zionists of America refuses t~ pu lish ttese res-,lutions , tha.t 
the FrPsident of this ~istrict be , and he hereby is authorized top· blish tte 
same therein as a paid advertisement; that copies of this resolution be sent 
to Zionist Districts throughout the Country , and t he members ~f the 
Am~rican ~ectio-n f the J wish Agency . 
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Is the ZOA Dead! 
By DAVID MOSKOVITZ 

Tb author I baJnn.an f tbe Brons Zlonl,t Dl■trlc&. 

Writing in the Congre Week- funds that Zionists are still fool
Iy of December 6, and December ish enough to treat with Tever-
20, 1948, David W. Petegorsky ence. Strangest of all is Petegor
calls for the dissolution of all sky's logic. Since all American 
America!\ Zionist .groups and Jews are now pro-Zionist, there 
their merger with other Jewish is no need for any specifically 
organizations in one big super- Zionist bodies to give aid to ls-

leave organization. Oddly enough, now rael. 
. Lake that the :fifty year struggle of The cultural argument is added 
ursday Zionism ha been crowned with merely to round out the indict
oldiers uccess, voices on all sides con- ment and mechanically falls into 
f pro- fidently contend for the mantle Petegorsky's .favorite pattern of 

of the rightful heir. Can it be self-contradiction. For one, there 
th t these pretend rs. tempted i too much duplication of activ
by 1he richne ' of their potential ity and organization in this field; 

th . inheritance. have mi -t:iken a the Zionists should discreetly fold 
W d el live and growing bod • for a their tents (like the Arabs) and 

. e • corp e? leave the field to others-includ-
ahfied We are thankful to Dr. Pete- ing the Congress, of couT e. On 
Eg~pt gar ky for statin in clear and the other hand, <:ulture needs t~- imp le pro~e the exact program I "diver ity and multiple activity", i· • and rationale of th po t-Zionist but the Zioni 't are not adequate 
1a ic Party. Hi article claim to prov to thi because of "the limited 

ro~ the following point : Zionism, ! egment they can reach." 
with the birth of the State of I - The first article ends on a sim

n:7oy rael. ha fulfilled its function; 2. ilar note· of Hlogic. What is need
eiged That the function of Zionism is ed is an integration of American 
spen- now too important to be execu- Jewi h life: Zionism makes for 
d ~or ted by Zionists. Presumably, old- fragmentarization. What is need
s m- fa hioned Aristotelian logic i to ed is a vigorous diversity of ef
gree- be thrown out along with out- fort: Zjonism makes for rigid uni
both dated Zionism. formity. What is needed is greater 
t be The arguments presented in democratization of Jewish life: 

ar- the first article. "Should Zionist again, Zionism is guilty, because 
Organization Be Dissolved?" are even though it has done more in 

day, political, economic, cultural. and this direction than any other 
nta- -most of all-questions of ta ts. group, it ha not done enough. 
ex- There i not the slighte t doubt The second article, jncredib1e 

e in- that the ZOA is not to Dr. Pete- as it may seem, says even le s 
gor ky' taste. It is not unfair to than the first. The great need in 

iced ay that the arguments based on American Jewish life, Dr. Pete
eten- politics, economic , and culture gor ky repeats, is integration. One 
ine' are the thinne t rationalizations way of integrating American 

for an anti-ZOA taste accom- Jewry i to subordinate all exist
panied by a h d conscience on ing organizations to the direction 
the part of the connoisseur. Thi of a super-organization: this 
weet reasoning with the Zion- method has been tried and it has 

un- • t . preparatory to devouring failed. Another way i to unify 
out- them, i not unlike the c rpen- the various community councils 
fir t ter' moody discourse to the into a national body: this metho 
YP· oysters he i about to eat. Indeed, is good a far a it goe , but woe
ked the whole fabric of Dr. Petegor- fully in ufficient. 
ked sky's :fertile and ager imagina- David W . . Petegorsky is :full of 

tion i permeated by an Alice in sublime .faith that on the basis of 
Wonderland at-i:n?sphere. . agreement on his own sevett 

Th~, first. po_llt1cal _ar~ument_ ~s theses a new organization can be 
that th~ various Z1?nist poll!1- formed. This organization is to be 
cal par~1es ha~ the1~ roots 1~, built out of the bricks supplied 
sharp 1deolog1cal difference , by tlte old, moribund organiza
which are obsolete now that tions, especially by the nearly 
these i sues h~v~ becom~ the "dead" Zionist groups. Their 
concern of the mternal policy of members are to become its mem
the State of Israel. But an exec- ber . The precise difference of 
utive of the American. Jewish such an organization from the 
Congre should certamly be uper-organization which has 

nd among the first to understand the been tried and which has failed 
re same ideological conflict affect i left to the imagination. 

ra- the Diaspora. It is up 1o the I - Does Dr. Petegorsky really b~ 
raeli' parties to fight among lieve all these -fairy tale and fan

b- themselve in the Yishuv •. but ta tic rationalizations? Perhaps? 
. 1- hy should that r nder differ- For centurie very intelligent men 
1al ences in the Galut ob~olete? Th,e believed in a trology. And it is 
v- 1 second rgument, which doesn t I ea ie t to believe that he sees 
a- happen to be true. would blunt the proposed organization a a 
e- th point of the fir t if it were: vastly expanded American J v
of Dr. P t gar k~ ~ells u -\~•h~t i h Congres . The current opposi
d would be a tom hmg new if it tion to Zioni m, which admits 

h. l ca~e fr~m any sourc~ other than that it prings from the very sue
r I this veritable fountain of a ton- c of the movement which it 
t i. hing new -that "the e differ- oppo e . i intoxicated by the 
d ! en e ... have largel_y cea~ed: •. wealth and the power and the 

~. to have any genume s1gnifi- pre tige that Zionism has won by t ., ' e cance • . hard truggle again t apparently 
Dr. Petegorsky i consistent, if insuperable odd . The e people 

h nothing el e. in his incon i tency.
1 
would reap in comfort the fruits 

. • H as ure • u , that though Ame- sown in "blood, sweat. and tears'' 
11 1 rican Zioni~t group w re large- by the Zioni t , and the ZOA e -
• ly re pons1ble for the creation of I pecially. 

I rael. "th9eir very ucce , how- Dr. Petegor ky says, "I know 
~ ever, has created the conditions that I shall be told that my propo
y ~.hich make their di appearance sa1 i unreali tic and naive." But 
', e ential.' The "evidence'' he of- he shall be told nothing of the 
- fer:, in support i that the Ameri- sort. He shall be told tha the Z1-
d can Zioni Emergency Council on;st are not so unrealistic and 
. • '·ha been unable to exercise ef- na ve a to coopera e in their own 
• fective control." oever knows de truction. nor to surrender 
f and is willing to tell the truth their hard-won po 1tion a the 
'· knows that he oppo ite is true. center of creative Jewi'h life to 
• The Zionist Emerg ncy ouncil tho e whose sincerit ·, indust y, 

under the leadership uf Dr. Abba and devotion have not ·et been 
Hillel Silver, ha· been a tremen- te ted in the fires o hi tory. But 
dous ucce s having truly hi · - no one shall d m them unre l• 

n toric a hievement to it credi . 1 tic nd naive. Perhap::. ome 
The economic argument i.s. o vill call them rather di ingenu• 

1 cour·e. by far the weake~t. It i ou and predatory. 
,. ake becau'e it h here that ! We. howen:>r, will content our. 
the r I reason are tronge t - eh·e ·with calling him prem -

I and therefor th " ood'' rea 'On ture. The Zionist or n1zation· 
• are mo ran ·par ntly ridicu- are not dead yet. ot by a long 
.llou·. The literally miraculou. ' .'hot. In th far future, when th 

wotk o( the K ren Havesod and cabal and coterie that in est the 
the Ker n Kayem t is iven a fringes of Jewi h lif in our coun
pedunctory blow. Th old fund· tty today will be long forgotten. 
\\·ere u ·eful. But now their time the Zionist organization· 1.:111 still 

Hi.'torv-verv w 11 dis- be what th v ar no v. the cre
ui ed a· D~. Pete or ky-i· ativ , vital eentet" of Jew i·hn :," 

to discard the traditional in America. 



n-.. ,. • argoshes 
Zionist, Information Servioe 
60 FA~t 66th street 
ew York 21, Mew York 

dear • ienda 

February 11, 1949 

Pe ., t me to thank you for your dndnes.., in nd:1.ng ~ 
our col , n le-vro and Views", whioh appeared on F b-

ruary 3rd in The D&• I deeply ~ci te what ou 
write, aIXi I sure t " that ,h roper ~proach 

o t.oo Zionist .t • ti n today • . 

I h v been re ct·· ng • th e t de 1 of amusement the 

Fl11"enreicl1 ( ZuckanM ) series o articles on me 1n 
The Fonmrd. I am reminded ot the advertisements wnich 

ppeared a!£ the time of the electi ns for t!'le last Zion
ist Congrese - dictator, aabitioua, o ""ic r-aeaker, etc. 

'oat cordially yours, 

ABBA 1n EL SIL vm 
, 1er 



VIEWS 
British Recornitfon of Israel. Triumph of Jewish Statesmanship, Salute to Architects of Victory. The Great Zionist Revolution. 

8)' DR. S. MARGOSH•s-
Not since America has recognized the Government of Israel. has world Jewry been so electrified by the recognition extended to Israel by any power as it has been by Bi itain's u@cial acknowledgement o! the fact of the existence of the Jewish State. Belated, given grudgingly, Britain's recognition ol I,,rael is felt to be one of the great triumphs of Jewjsh state manship. The world's tgrealest empirefi bowing, after a f prolonged and bitter struggle, to a small and scattered peoplewhat cle! : ow was this a accomplish-ed? Who force burly Bevin's big, grabbing and brutal hand? 

Jn this hour of triumph of the 
stout heart over the mailed fist. I think, above all, of three men: David Ben Gurion. Abba Hillel Silver and Emanuel Neuman. It was they who first .imong us all had the clear vision to see that . the chapter of Anglo-Jewish cooperation in Palestine was ended 
and that henceforth only a most vigorous standing up to British 

{""" might. coupled with marshallingt v '-. o! all the forces within and with
out world Jewry for the attain-j ment and the defense of Jewish 
statehood, could be relied upon 
to secure the success of the Zionfat cause. And it was their high courage and blessed stubbornness 1 
1hat finally triumphed over all ob-

.... ... stacles. These obstacles, it may be said, were not all of Britain's making. nor was the field of battle the only place across which they were strewn. Some of the greatest dif-1 :ficulties lay in the old habits of 1 Zionist thought that steadfastly 
and blindly refused to break with :Britain even after Britain had definitely broken with the Jewish people. I recall how, at the 
last Zionist Congress at Basie, ithese stumbling blocks in the lform of good old Zionist leaders with a record of high devotion 
lbut also of British training and al mentality of compromise and isteady retreat. almost stymied the I 
growing Zionist trend to be done1 
with the ever-recurring and nev. 
er-ending conferences, called by I 
rthe Government in London with 
1he evident purpose of breaking down Zionist resistance. And I !remember, too. how Dr. Silver and Dr. Neumann, with the pow-1 E' !ul, though not always open support of Ben Gurion, fought and lfought again for an aggressive 
Zionist policy, based on ihe real- . Hies of British hostility instead , 
of the illusion of British coopera-1: ~ton. and how, at the eleventh hour, turned the tide in favor ofl i 

1 a militant Zionism that. for the ' fi rst time in the history of the j 
Zionist movemef"t, took its standj with the organized !orces of the Jewish people a,1d the enlight-

W1'\A . ened opinion of America and othV rv er democracies, instead of orient-
--- frii""ffi'ellJ6>Britain. On that winiler day m Basle, to paraphrase 

Herzl's famous phrase, the foundations of the Jewish Slate were ,truly laid. Whatever happened since was an outgrowth ot the Zionist Re-1 
volut10n that was wrought in Ba-1 tle early in January, 1947. The Zionist movement, released from 
the restraints of a well-meaning! but old and feeble leadership. took on a 1 ew lease on life, acquirm5 a new spirit of youth and daring. Great achievements fol- 1 lowed in quick succession-the U.N. Resolution of ovember 29, calling for the establishment of a Jewish State in Pale tine. followed by the Declaration of Jewish 
lndependence, these two political itr1umphs, in turn, being succeeded 
by military victories of decisive importance for the maintenance and growth of the State of Israel. lhlt~ ........ ._ one 

, !root-the Zionist ttev tiOA of January 1947. The leade I ot that volu • on. -1 Ht:H Guriun, Silver .:1nJ . T1::L1:nann t can no\,;, h;,ive tht: ;):.tlbtact.un th t ,, thdr str:itegy h~d workt:d. The 
-: Jt:ws of tht- world h d re->ponded to tht: ca 1 fur Jev-:ish .:.tatehood in our days, po• ring out tne.r substance and their devotion in 

an unending stream: the Yish:iv had r:sen to the h:~toric occasion 
i:l tru y :\! ccabean tradit~on, and Amer1r:m and wor.d oum:on, once arou.5ed and mobil.ze·d. h:l.d ral
..... d tu our s.d1::. Tne Je ,\ 1sh St::t!e, burn ·n the m.dst of s~ruggli: and turmui . h:Jd tc, fight .t:; w&.y 
agarn.:t lt.-rnfic ,1ppo:..twn. tJiJt von 1.1t1 t m th1:: enJ. The . '.: ,\' Yurk Je·.•.:), ,\hum Bc•t,l hc1d 
=~ nl • a· the 1.h1d ob:ob~lt- to l ,.: o,a..·n pet solution u! 
t k Pale..t111e pi ub'em. fln i!l ~ 
t11.irnpht>d o\·er lum. lrunic:!lly, s0mi;: Zwn:-t ll1ade. s, rur. ent! • t:n:.consce<l In 11.gh po:-.i
t.or1:-. in t w Gu\·ernment of 1:,. 
1 wt:1' lh.l\ l () c.• than e e:- but-
!,::, ed L) B1 3.n·s :-e1.:00nitiur., 
h.1, c the Z on.-t RL•\ u 1t10 .. , 
., hiL h t.lc • opp •1.·,I. tu th ... nk ror 
thio\~ wvmp nu glury. Fu . but 
rui~ hi•1::~b of tills Re, olut1un 
ti.tr: e \I; ould be n0 J e .. :.h St te toJ1ay, no hi h offi e tu g.<iCi=, no 
h0m~;s1:: to rece.•;.: no Brltbll rec-
o n:t.un to .. ?P u;.,1. A;) tu the Revulut on nd it :i.ctthO! :., the. h ·, e !ne1r own 1odest r to !ollow .. ·ot ror tnem 
tn moment ry pl:rn::i.: 01 the m •lt,t~de; :tie rs 1:: n,:to!'y'! h gh 
r.aun I 



Dr. S. M.ARGOSHE 
Edi10, 
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o,~,1l 1D J7,J~D1M!ll,lC 1J7V1'~D'l1'! 
ZIONIST INFORMATION SER VICE 
60 EAST 66th TREE T • NEW YORK 21, . Y. 

Telephone BU 8-4361 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 3, 1949. 

I shall ask you to be good enough to take a look at the enclosed column. I elieve this is the correct and healthy approach to the current Zionist situation. 

S .h 
Encl . 

Very 

S. ar 

( 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To : Regional Distl'ict Presidents 
Natior~al Ad,,_inist_ative Co•mcil 
National Executive C mmitt0e 
ReE;ional Di.l·e vto s 

Dear Fr:i.ends : 

We are annexin6 here-to a mGPlO andum on Jewi h- Catholic Relations 

arisin0 from the situation in I raeJ. . 

This was preparad by the .American Zionist Emereency Council and 

deserves a careful readi on your part , It will provide you with the 

factual background on the roblem and brlng ~ou up to date currently. 

SM/M 
enc. 

My kindest personal regards . 

' . A Sincerely, 

,/Jr_ ~l----Jl-~ ?v,_,,. ✓t'--<) 
Dr . Sidhey arks 
Executire Director 



M»dORA!HlJM 

JE\1ISH-CATHOLI0 Rll,~IOUS IU AlID OVER ISRAEL 

Past Recriminations 

During the first months of the Palestine War, reports describing desecration 

of Christian sanctuaries by Je~ish soldiers were widely publicized in the American 

press, particularly in Catholic publications. needless to say, these reports had 

an unfavorable effect on Jewish-Catholic relations in the United States and the 

world over. If left unchecl: ed, this development could hnve lead to most unde~ir

able results both for the State of Israel and for the Jewish Coffi!T\unities in many 

lands. 

We, therefore, feel that a rec~1t report on this question by a competent eye

witness deserves our careful attention. we refer to a survey of Catholic institu

tions and interests in Israel made by Eliahu Ben-IIorin, well-knO\m writer and 

Advis~r on Uiddle Eastern .Affairs to the .American Zionist Energency Council. Part 

of Mr& Ben-Horin1 s tour of Catholic institutions in Israel was made in the company 

of Monsignor Thomas McMahon; who represented Cardinal Spellman on a s:peC"ial mission 

to the Middle Ea.st, aud fonsignor Anthony Verg~ni, Vicar-General of the Latin 

Partriarchate in Israel. Mr. Ben-Horin is therefore in a position to report to 

some extent the impressions of these two Catholic dignitaries. 

Not One Incident in Many Months 

Mr. Ben-Horin1 s report was submitted at a conference of representatives of 

Jewish national organizations. The outstanding feature of his report is the fact 

that not a sinele case of desecration or mistreatment of Christians has taken place 

since the establishment of the Government of Israel. This merely reemphasizes the 

truth that whatever excesses occurred, took place dnring the height of the Palestine 

War last summer and were perpetrated by irresponsible individuals; f\CCord.ingly, 

responsibility for those acts ca.'1Ilot properly be ascribed to the Government of 

Israel or the Jewish community as a whole. From the moment stable government was 

established in Israel, not one serious complaint was recorded~ 

Minorities in Israel 

In an article under the above title, published in the New York Herald Tribune 

of January 5, 1949, Ur. Ben-Horin described and analyzed the facts e.bout the situa

tion of the national and religious minorities in Israel and the treatment accorded 

them by the Israeli Government. A lerge-scale and costly progrnm of education for 

.Al'ab children has been adopted and put into operation by the Government, at the 

expense of the state budget. The mino:rities, Christian and Moslem, enjoy complete 

equality of civil riehts, with the exception of freedom of movement for the dura'tion 
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,of the ~ar. As soon as peace is establisheJ, this single rPstriction ·11 be 

removedo The special needs of the varions religious communities are catered to 

by _the governr..1ent ~ith the greatest en.re and understnnding~ In his article, 

Mr. Ben-Horin described a Christmas party tendered the Christi~n pri~oners of 

,;ar by the Israeli command of the camp, which he attenJ.ed, along v,i th a Catholic 

Bishop and an .Arab Catholic f.igni tn.ry from Uaifas Both the prisoners a11d the 

Haifa visitors praised the Isr'\eli. a .1thorities for the humane end consiclerate 

treat~ent they accorded the prisoners of war~ 

The ChristiUI!. C01rum1nities 

The mas"' flight of the .Ar[tbs from Palestine has left only about one h1.L11dred 

thousand of them in IsraelG however, it wris mostly Mo~lems who ran mvay. Of 

the million Moslems, only about 50,000 stayed behind, whereas an equru. number of 

Christians remained o :t of a total pre---Yrar commu.nj ty of only 125,000. Uazareth 

and the Christian villages in Lo~er Galilee now hold the majority of the Christianr 

in Isrcielo Their churches :md monasteries were hardly touched by warfare. Mo t 

of the Christian communities in this area are intacto 

In the mixed cities of Palestine -- Jerusalem, Haifa~ Jaffa, Acre -- the 

Christian population has decreasen in number through the Arab flight, but the 

Colil1IIU-11ities exist, enjoy complete freedom to practice their faith, and most of 

the churchec are in :perfect condition. The. sane is true of the smaller townn, 

like Ramleh, on the Tel Avi v-Jerunalem road. It wa8 mainly in Jerusalem, where 

a battle of artillery went on for months at close range, that churches as well as 

synagog,ies suffered damage from ~arfare. The Clurch of Dormition on Mount Sinai, 

just outside tr e walls of the Old City, was hi.t by Many .Arab shells. The same 

applies to the Church of Notre Dame,. which is ·on the border dj vidine the Je'7ish 

positions from the Arab. ;{herevcr physical damage w~s nf:icted on Christian 

churches, it ,as done by .Are.bs, namely by +,he Trons~ordan Lecio!l. ~•his fact is 

proved beyond doubt• 

On the other hand, the Tsraeli authorities -- central and local - have not 

only done their utmost to repair \1hatever internal damnge was done by Jeuish 

soldiery, but take good care to supply all the needs of the Christian communities. 

Thus, despite the grave shortages of food and the severe rationing in the country, 

the Government has regularly supplied food to the old l'..nd i.afirm of the Christian 

communities in Jerusplem, footine. the cost itself. All through their tour of 

Israel, the t o Monsignori anc. ! ro Ben--Horin came across cases of excellemt care 

and understanding displayed by the Israeli authorities tot1ards the needs of the 

Christian communities. When, for instance, the sisters of the French Monastery 

1n Ein Karem, outaide of Jerusalem, asked the Ioraeli Military Governor of the 
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,u-ea to intervene 0n their behalf with the Transjord.anian authorities in the Old 

/ City for the release of their Mother Su-perior, the latter was brought back to the 

Monastery the same afternoon. 

Prospects of FutU!.£.._Relations 

Summing up, Mr~ Ben-Porin arrived at the conclusion that tiiere is no reason 

to expect future complications in Jewish-Catholic relations, a~ fnr as the safety 

of the Catholic sanctuaries and the rights of the Catholic community in Israel are 

concerned. However, there are other problems yoncerninG Israel uhich will surely 

affect Jewish-Catholic relations in the future. The question of the administration 

of the holy places is one of those problemse However, there are indic::t.tions th1t 

this issue may be resolved in the not too distant future in a manner satisfactory 

to all concerned. Israel unconditionally favors the esteblishment of an inter

national regime for the holy places, as long; as the latter term is not interpreted 

too broadly. In other ~ords, Israel supports an international regime for the Old 

City of Jerusalem, bu.t is unalterabl:," opposed to the incluslon cf Uew Jerusalem 

( which contains no holy places) in the lnternational area. Although the Catholic 

Church has thus far failed to express itself authoritatively on this is~ue, there 

are reesons to believe that an I s~aeJ.i-Catholic und rstan ling may be reached. 

The most difficult problem, a.l'ld the one hose solution w1.ll probably require 

the greatest effort on the part of all concerned, is the pl'oblen of the .Arab 

refugees. Hundreds of thousands of tha:i are todny homeless and hun~7. Even 

though the responsibility for their pl i 5ht does not lie with I sr,. el, a . long as 

their fate remains undecided. the pressure of their presence on the borders of 

Israel is bound to prove a serious irritant both in Jer,isl·L-.Arab and in Jewish

Catholic relations. It is to be ho~ed that before long a constructive plan will 

be evolved for a permanent solution of the problem of the Palestine Arab refugees • 

• • • • 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 1, 1949 

Would you be avai lable for the Oklahoma State Confer
ence on March 27th? Julius Livingston advises me that he 
will call together the entire Southwest Region if you can 

appear there. Please advise me immedia ely. 

s /M 

My kindest personal regards. 

pincerely, 

Dr. Sidney Harks _ 
Executive Direotcir 

CABLII ADDRll88 

ZIONISTS 



Dr. Sidney arks 
Zionint Organization of America 
Ll F.ast l,2nd Street 
Jew York 17, ew York 

Dear Dr. arks 1 

arch 3, 1949 

Dr. Silver is at present out of the c ty, and m, 
therefore, taking the liberty or rep:cying to your 
letter o£ arch 1st. 

Dr. Sil~r is ~~ in tlan , Georgi t on arch 
27th, btf'ore the l tional eom.nti n of' the Jewish 
war Veterans, and 1 t will, therefcxre, be impossible 
for him to accept the invitation to addns the Okla-
homa State Conference on that date. 11 you please 
exoress his regrets to , IJ.ving.ton. 

Sincerely yours, 

Secretary to Dr. Silver 
er 



Dr• Sidnq !larlca 
Zionist organization ot America 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York, New York 

)(y' dear Sidney1 

I should l11ce you to obtain tar mes 

Uarch 4, 1949 

A. A 11st of the members ot the Board ot Directors or 
the UP.A.. 

B. When was this Board elected by whan? 

c. Inasmuch as this Board d t lect. the Eacuti w 
Cormnittee of the 'A, the he s or this Co:miittee 
being ppointed by the KH and th KK, m':\t relation-
8hip has the Board to the eutive and hat author
ity has it? 

D. Is there a constitution aiywhere of the UPA? 

E. How often has the Board ot Directo1·s of the UFA mat 
in the last r .. yaars? 

I should like you to obtain this information as quio~ 
as possible. Someone is writing an artic1- on this aub
ject. 

W1 th all good wishes, I remain 

llost oardiallT yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
APS1er 

P.s. U you cannot obtain this information direct~ 
rrom the UPA, perhaps Ur. Schwadron or the DDer
gency Counoil may obtain this intormation tor you. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

orncE OP THE CBAJRXA.~ 
·arch L, 1949 

THE TElIPLE 
EAST 105TB STBEZT AT A.NOL Ro.u, 

c~.omo 

J 

Dr . Sirlney Harks 
Zionist oreanizatton of America 
41 East 42nd Stre9t 
New York , Nev: York 

.:y dear Sidney : 

I shou n like you to obtain 1'or me : 

A. A list of the member~ of thP. Bo::ird of Directors of 
t!1e UPA . 

) 

l1\.... B. ·nien was this Boaru. elected and by vrhon . J ) .,~) ~ , J. 

, \. ., '1 '"'c ... v (..., H ./fJ, .,.. ~,, 
,- Inasmuch as t us Eoard oes ot elect tli.e E1:ep i1-i e 

Cornmi ttee of the UPA , the m~ b rs of this Co ... ittee 
being a.t pointed b:r the KH d the KK , -rrhat relation
ship has thn Board to the Lzecutive and what author-
ity h s it? , 

I , 

D. Is th~ e a constitution anyYrhere of the UPA? 

How often has tl1e Board o 
in the last few ye~rs? 

Directors of the UFA met 

o/ j 

I sho d like you to obtain this inf orrr.a ti on as quicl,.ly 
s ossible . Someone is writing an article on this su 

ject,. 

\.ith all 00rl vrishe.3 , 1 reria n 

!'.~ a:~!~ 

BA HTLl.EL SIL ·R 
u-I :er 

"!) . s . If you c nnot obtain his inf 1 r..tion direct_-
.r o the u-PA perha s r~ • Sc radron of the J'.):lcr
eenc .,o' .cj 1 ma o tain this j nformatio for you. 



Dr. Sidne7 Ur ka 
Zionist 0rpn1ution of America 
41 &!st land Street 
New York• New York 

My dear Sidne)"1 

Uarch 8 , 19L9 

I think this letter should be answred by someone in 
Chicago. It is 1ull of lies am distortions. 

With all good wishes, I 

AHS1er 
Eno. 

Vory cordia.lJT yours _ 

ABBA HIILEL Sil,VER 
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MINUTES OF !EETING OF NATIONi\L EXECUTIVE C011MITTEE OF ZO 
HELD AT HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK, MONDAY, MARCH 21, 1949 

The meeting convened at 1 P.M. wlth Daniel Frisch, vice-pres 
chair until the arrival of Dr. Emanuel Neumann, president. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

Dr. Sidney ·v1arks reviewed ZOA activities of the past few months with par
ticular reference to the impact which the establishment of the Jewish State has 
made on the organization. He stated there had been a decrease in membership and 
fund-raising activities, but added that other Zionist and Jewish bodies had been 
affected similarly. The controversy within the UJA, general economic conditions, 
attempted inroads of other organizations in the sphere of Zionist work have 
operated also as deterrents. To help overcome this transitional period, every 
possible public relations technique and endeavor are being employed to maintain 
the structural strength and growth of the ZOA. However, Dr. Marks indicated, 
the rate of increase in membership and fund-raising will depend to a great extent, 
on the degree to which the leadership on the national, regional and district level, 
will assume responsibility and activate Zionist workers. 

Dr. Marks reported that new emphasis i.s now being given to the ZOA program 
in response to the appeal by the Israeli Government and others for large-scale 
private investment in Israel. Greater stress is being placed on building up The 
Israel Corporation of America as the ZOA vehicle for direct participation in 
Israel's economic program. In this connection, Dr. Marks announced that a dinner 
will be held that night sponsored by the Econotdc Affairs Commission of the ZOA 
at which Albert Schiff, ICA president, Dro Silver and Dr. Neumann will be guest 
speakers. 

Economic Affairs: 

Dr~ Marks furt1er reported that the Economic Affairs CorMnission directed 
by Seymour Liebman, has organized an Economic Institute for Israel , A series 
of three lectures will be given at Town Hall, New York, (April 11th, 18th and 
25th)and will be addressed by leading authoritieo in their respective fields on 
topics embracing all aspects of Israel's economic and industrial development. 

An Economic Newsletter, a recent monthly publication of the Public Rela
tions Department and the Economic Bureau, has already received widespread favor
able comment and is regarded as an authoritative source by U.S. governmental and 
business agencies. 

Education: 

A tourist guide book for Israel, the first of its kind to appear in this 
country, will be published by the Education Department directed by Carl Alpert, 
as well as several new books and pamphlets. Its Speakers' Bureau is servicing 
an increasing number of districts with speakers and films. 

Several national conferences are being projected covering a wide ranse of 
subjects and ZOA projects. 

Dr. Marks reported the radio program, " · eport from Israel" sponsored by the 
ZOA over station mv·cA, has been received with enthusiasm in the metropolitan area, 
and the many requests for rebroadcasting from out-of-town stations are being 
handled by Bernard Endelman, in charge of this project. 
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AZF: 

The "Food for Israel" campaign under the auspices of the ZOA American 
Zionist Fund of which Manuel Posy is director, one of the most successful under
takings of the ZOA, will be brought to a close shortly. Dr. Marks paid tribute 
to William Syllt, national chairman, Manuel Posy and Arthur Taub, for their co
operation. 

Concentrated attention must now be given to the American Zionist Fund whose 
receipts at this time are below that of last year"s It is expected that the new 
stan1p campaign, scholarship awards and general activities based on new ZOA pro
jects will provide an incentive for greater effort and resultant income. Dr. 
Marks expressed appreciation to those communities whic11 have remitted AZF funds 
and urged all districts to meet their quotas . 

The Public Relations Department, directed by Ernest E. Barbarash, is in
creasing its output -- The New Palestine, INSID~~ ISRAEL, Economic Newsletter, news 
releases, etc. This Department is also giving its ministrations to the public re
lations work of other departments. 

Joseph Vogel, technical adininistrator, and his staff have facilitated the 
smooth and efficient functioning of the multifold organizational activities. In 
line with reduced ZOA income, Rabbi Jerome Unger, Associate Executive Director 
has made essential retrenchments in the organizational set up. The Foreign 
Service Department has been discontinued. Dr. 1iarl s thanked Dr. Joseph Thon, its 
director for his cooperation and fine services. 

Membership: 

Dr. i-1ark.s reported a loss in the total membership figure as compared to the 
same period of the previous yea:r. He pointed out this was due to falling off in 
new membership rather than renewals, which carry a normal loss. He expressed the 
belief this membership proble1J was related to the present conditions in Zionist 
and general Jewish affairs and reflected the measure of effort by l,ionist leaders 
and workers throughout the country in activating an intensive membership program. 
Successful speaking tours have been undertaken recently by Joseph Goldberg, 
national membership chairman, Daniel Frisch, Rabbi Irving Niller, JacqueG Torczyner, 
11.dolph Koblenz, as well as members of the national staff. 

Dr . Marks spoke briefly on the importance of the 11Book of Re embrance" 
campaign to be launched by the ZOA as a unique membership technique. He appealed 
to ri1embers of the National Executive and National Afuninistrati ve Council to give 
serious thought to bt1.ilding u:p a numerically strong organization which he said 
must play a new and important role in the American Jewish community and Israel. 

REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP Dlfil:CTOR 

Herschel Auerbach, mer.1bership director, reviewed the major problems pertain
ing to membership. There was a tendency on the part of individuals to relax now 
that some of the objectives have been attained. This attitude was indicated in 
other Jewish organizations which also had a drop in membership. However , a break
do"m in membership figures reveals the encouraging fact that renewals are ahead 
of last year. New .... OA literature has been redirected to stress the relationship 
and role of American Jewry vis-a-vis Israel, coupled ,,ith its plea for a strong 
membership . 
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Mr. Auerbach urged NEC members to spearhead membership campaigns in their 
respective comauni ties. Previous eX)?erience has sho"m that an active leadership 
will produce commensurate membership results. 

"Bool~ of Remembrance u 

Mr. Joseph Goldberg, national membership chairman, announced the national 
launching of a "Book of Remembrance" drj_ve on the eve of Passover, in which all 
members will have the opportunity to sign their names to signify identification 
with the Zionist movement during the historic year of the establishment of the 
State. Mr. Goldberg stated that a copy of the completed book will be sent to 
Jerusalem and a duplicate presented to the Library of Congress in Washington. 
He expressed confidence that the Book of Remembrance, with its theme of "If I 
forget Thee, Oh Jerusalem" will stimulate reenrollments and new membership. Ile 
voiced appreciation to the members of his conmlittee and the national staff for 
their direction and cooperation. 

Discussion: 

A discussion followed on the basic underlying causes of the decrease in 
enrolling new members. Several speakers emphasized the need for new directions 
in the light of the creation of the Jewish State. 

Rev. Martin Adolf called for a united program and reorientation of Zionist 
ideology which should be widely publicized~ A crystallization of the principal 
ideas was essential. In addition, Hev. Adolf asked that concrete objectives be 
created toward which General Zionists in America could work. While wholehearted 
cooperation must be extended to the Israel Corporation of Araerica, Revo Adolf 
also advocated a program conducted exclusively under the auspices of the ZOA, 
other than enlisting support for private enterprises. Such an all-embracin~ 
program would act as a stimulus for building up membership in the ZOA. 

:Mr. Abe Cohen believed new membership would be enrolled if sufficient 
efforts were made. These activities must be initiated and spearheaded by districts 
and Zionist leadership. 

Dr. s. l'iargoshes felt that membership would be strengthened if NEC members 
and other speakers would go directly to conummi ties and explain the need for a 
strong ZOA, here and for Israel. 

Rabbi Cooper thought the question was a fl.Uldamental one and pointed out 
that the problem of the ZOA differed from that of other Zionist parties which 
have their own ideologies and projects. 

Leon Kohn while recognizing the need for determining a long-range program, 
emphasized the need to make clear to the membership at large that the old program 
was not yet finished; that there were still tasks ahead requiring coordinated 
action. 

Shoolem Ettinger stated it was essential for the NEC as a body, rather than 
as individuals, to arrive at a united ]?rocram which in turn should be presented 
to the countryo 

Dr. Neumann, who took over the chair at this jllllcture, advised there was a 
lengthy agenda requiring consideration and action. It was decided therefore, to 
resume discussion later if time allowed. 



NEC MINUTES PAGE 4 

Afil\ITJAL CONVENTION 

Dr . Neumann reported the ZOA Inner Committee (to vhom the matter had been 
referred by the National Administrative Council, with power to act) had decided 
that the 52nd annual convention be held in New York City, Decoration Day week• 
end, beginning Saturday evening, May 28th - 30th. It was deemed advisable to 
hold the convention earlier than usual because of cooler veather at that time, 
and the need to have full clarification of vital issues as soon as possible. 

~.II'. Elihu Stone suggested the convention be postponed until September after 
the meeting of the Actions Cammi ttee in the early summer, while Rabbi Armond Cohen 
expressed the view it would be beneficial to decide on the earlier date so as to 
meet the issues which have been raised by the ZOA opposition. Samuel Goldstock 
also approved the earlier date which he said would allow more time for planning 
the ensuing year's activities. 

The motion of Dr. Morton Robbins that the NEC approve the decision of the 
Inner Committee to hold the Convention in New York, Ma.y 28th - 30th, was approved 
unanimously. 

Postponement of Actions Cornmitt~: 

Dr. Neumann reported a meeting of the World Zionist Actions Committee was 
scheduled for early May in Israel, to be preceded by a plenary session of the 
Jewish Agency Executive. He added that during the recent session of the Jewish 
.-tgency Executive in New York when it had been proposed to hold the Actions Com
mittee meeting in May, he had pointed out that the agenda could be held over until 
June or July without harm. Furthermore, it would be advisable if the Actions 
Committee vere to meet after the close of the UJA campaign, and when Zionist 
organizational activities, etc., were not as pressing. 

Because of the above reasons and inasmuch as ZOA representatives could not 
attend an Actions Committee meeting in May in Israel due to the convention, it 
was tman:.imrus]y voted that tl e NEC recommend the postponement of the Actions Com
mittee until the early summer. The Inner Committee was authorized to work out a 
satisfactory date. 

Convention Procedure: 

The chairman stated that certain questions of procedure, particularly with 
reference to the closed ballot, had been raised at tle last convention. He there
fore suggested that early consideraiion be given to procedural recommendations 
for presentation to the forthco1uing convention. He pointed out that under the 
ZOA constitution only the convention can determine its o~m rules of procedure. 
Likewise, thought should be given at this time to the need if any, of constitution
al amendments for action at the convention. 

In the ensuing discussion, it was brought out that the convention appoints 
its own committee on procedure. Therefore all recommendations must be submitted 
to that committee. 

It was approved unanimously that the president appoint a committee to deal 
with questions pertaining to convention procedure and constitutional revision; 
this committee to submit a report to the National Adlninistrative Council if it 
convenes prior to the convention; otherwise to report to the National Executive. 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 4, 1q49 
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the Empire State Region wi h reference to your inability to 
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Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 5, 1949 

Bnai Zion is holding its Annual Convention in Atlantic 
City on June 18 and 19. They are anxious to have you as their 
main speaker. 

In the discussion which took place at their Administra
tive Committee meeting, of which I am a member and Sgan Shani 
of the Order, the Committee indicated hat it would be as a 
tribute to you and as a public expression of their support of 
your leadership. 

I would appreciate your courte 
you can be available at that time. 

in advising me whether 

Accept my affectionate regards and please extend them 
to the family. 

sM/M 
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ecut·ve Direct 
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HINUTES OF MEETING OF NATIONAL 1'iXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF ZOA 
HELD AT THE HOTEL STA'11LER, ~W YORK, APRIL 17, 1949 

The meeting was called to order at 11:30 A. M. by Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
chairman. He welcomed Judge Sidney Herold, veteran Zionist leader of Shreveport, 
La. and Mr. Tulcin of Mexico City, a former president of the Zionist Organization 
cf Mexico, who extended greetings on behalf of Latin-Americn Jewish Communities. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Dr. Sidney Marks rendered a comprehensive report embracing all phases of 
ZOA activity. He stressed throughout the need to implement by concrete action, 
resolutions adopted by the National Executive particularly those relating to 
membership which has fallen below the estimated figures. He made a strong plea 
for NEC members to spearhead intensive membership drives in their respective 
communities before the convention opens on May 28th. 

Dr. Marks reported that collections for the American Zionist Fund had shovm 
a decrease as compared with last year's receipts. Again he called for redoubled 
efforts pointing out that the income from membership dues was far from sufficient 
to maintain an efficient organization. He said there seemed to be an erroneous 
impression on the part of some districts and regions that the national organiza
tion had sufficient income not only for its own needs but to make subsidies on 
the local scene. The trend of regions and districts to neglect the income base 
of the national organization will seriously impede our operations. 

Plans for the convention were well under way with Jacques Torczyner serving 
as chairman of the Convention Cammi ttee and Jud e '.'Ienry Ellenbogen heading the 
committee on Election Rules and Procedure. 

The ZOA Economic Department directed by Seymour Liebman has expanded its 
program to meet the requirements of the present situation. The recent series of 
lectures held under its auspices at Town Hall, . Y. were well received by large 
audiences and plans are being made to inaugurate similar seminars in other cities 
throughout the country. The Economic News-Letter published jointly by the Economic 
Department and the Public Relations Department is being distributed widely in trade 
and financial circles. The mounting requests for information on the economic 
development of Israel and related subjects are being handled by the Economic 
Department. 

The ZOA is working closely with The Israel Corporation of America in the 
public relations field and an increasing number of Zionist groups are arranging 
meetings at which the program of the ICA will be presented. 

The Public Relations Department directed by Ernest Barbarash is continuing 
to bring all phases of ZOA activities before the public through the media of The 
New Palestine, INSIDE ISRAEL, and news releases to the general, Yiddish and Anglo
Jewish press. 

The Education Department of which Carl Alpert is director, is continuing to 
broaden its publication program. It has just completed the printing of a tourist 
guide book for Israel, the first of its kind. It has arranged also for a ZOA 
edition of a new book by Rufus Learsi, "History of the Jews" and is 11!8.king plans 
for a fourth edition of "Hebrew Self-Taught". 

A special folder containing program material for the first anniversary of 
the Jewish State was sent to districts and regions as well as to connnunity councils 
and welfare funds throughout the country. Consideration is being given to the 
possibility of summer study tours to Israel in conjunction with the Agricultural 
Secondary School of the Farmers Federation of Israel. 
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A playwriting contest is being sponsored by the Education Department with 
Eddie Cantor, Norman Corwin and Moss Hart as judges • 

Dr. Marks reported that an experimental project is under way, through the 
American Zionist Fund of which Manuel Posy is director, whereby several ZOA 
regions will undertake the rehabilitation of colonies in Israel. It is anticipated 

that these experiments will serve as the pattern for similar undertakings by other 

ZOA regions and districts. Such projects will provide a direct link between the 
ZOA membership and Israel. 

Discussions are under way with the Israeli Supply Mission for the creation 
of a Veterans' Rehabilitation Project. 

"Report from Israel" radio program sponsored by the ZOA over station Wt'iCA 
is now broadcast from Philadelphia, Boston and Chicago and will be heard shortly 
in cities in the South and West. 

Concluding his report, Dr. Marks pointed out that the scope of ZOA activi
ties was constantly expanding. Its national membership is in the forefront in 
UJA, JNF, American Zionist Emergency Council, Jewish educational projects, etc. 
He urged NEC members to give evidence of their vrl1olehearted support through re
doubled efforts in membership and fund-raising at this time. 

GREETINGS TO DR. W-~IZMANN: 

In view of Dr. Chaim Weizmann's arrival in New York, Dr. Neumann suggested, 

and it was by unanimous vote, that he express warm greetings to the Presi ent of 
Israel on behalf of the NEC. Dr. Neumann reported that Mr. Frisch had represented 

the ZOA officially at the airport on Dr. Weizmann's arrival in New York, and 
immediately thereafter, a message of welcome was sent by Dr. Neurea.nn to Dr. 
Weizmann. 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO DR. WISE AND RABBI BERLIN 

The chairman warmly eulogized the memories of Dro Stephens. Wise, former 
President and founder of the ZOA and Rabbi Meir Berlin, world leader of Mizrachi, 

who had passed away. A resolution expressing the deep sense of sorrow and loss 
to the Zionist movement on their demise was adopted by a rising vote and the 
observance of a two minutes• silence in tribute to their memories. 

Plans were discussed for an appropriate memorial to Dr. Wise, by the ZOA in 

association with the Jewish National Fund. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST YOUTH COMMISSION: 

Rabbi Amram Prero, director of t 1e AZYC, defined the purposes of the Com
mission and reviewed its ma jor activities. He stated that among its objectives 
was the coordination of activities of the four Zionist youth groups affiliated 
with it--Jr. Hadassah, Masada, IZFA and Young Judaea; to provide them with 
counsel, prograrmnatic- and administrative assistance, and the funds with which 
they operate. The Youth Commission serves as the Zionist agency among the non
Zionist unaffiliated youth in Jewish Centers, camps, schools, etc. 40,000 youth 
are affiliated with the Youth Commission, constituting the largest youth potential 

of Zionist and non-Zionist groups in this country. Rabbi Prero urged the need 
of greater concentration on organizational problems and the coordination of 
Zionist youth activities. He called for the strengthening of youth activity 
through the aegis of the Youth Commission which he said will serve to make it the 

recognized agency for Zionist youth work among Zionists and non-Zionists alike. 



! 

• 

NEC MINUTES PAGE 3 

Rabbi Prero reported the Youth Commission is expanding its program. It 
has recently established a Camp Service Bureau to disseminate material and counsel 
on the integration of Israeli culture into camp prograrns. The YC also provides 
educational and social groups with suitable educational program material and 

techniques. A joint programming service for the youth organizations comprisinB 
the Youth Com1nission has been inaugurated and a Zionist Youth Council and a 
Program Department have been set up . Efforts are being made for improving the 
means of integrating youth activities in local district activitieso Concluding, 
Rabbi Prero appealed not only for the necessary financial support but for a wider 

appreciation of the primary need of intensified. youth work on the American Jewish 
scene. The success of its youth program he said., would ensure the future of the 
ZOA and guarantee Jewish survival in America. 

Leon Kohn who succeeded Herman Weizman as national chairman of the Youth 
Commission, seconded Rabbi Prero 1s report and urged support of Zionist youth 
activities. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

Carl Alpert, director, outlined the activities of his department, pointing 
out that its program had been reorientated to meet the changing situation con
fronting the movement since the establishment of the Jewish State~ Although 
there were many new projects, Y.ir. Alpert selected a few outstanding activities as 

indicative of the varied Education Department program. 

He reported a phenomenal increase in formal adult Jewish education in 
Zionist districts with over 200 sustained study courses under ZOA sponsorship 
throughout the country. The Education Department is functioning as a .,service 

to the Jewish community" through its wide distribution of source and program 
material and curriculum aids on Israel to the Youth Commission, rabbis, synagogues, 

bureaus of Jewish Education, etc. There is a steady profitable increase in the 
sale of books through the Book Department, running into tens of thousands of 
copies annually. Almost three-quarters of a million pamphlets have been sold, 
exclusive of millions of "throw-aways". 11,500 copies of Hebrew Self-Taught", 
a ZOA publication, have been sold and a fourth printing is planned • 

• 
The Speakers1 and Artists' Bureau is meeting the growing requests of districts 

and has made available prominent Israeli speakers and entertainers of all types, 
thus affording American Jewry a first-hand source of culture and inspiration from 
Israel. 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS DEPARTME 1T: 

Seymour Liebman, director, stated there was considerable interest in new 
spheres of Israel's development other than the philanthropic and political. Re
viewing the activities of the Economic Department of which Mortimer May is chair
man, Jacob Alkow, co-chairman, and Albert Schiff, vice-chairman, Mr. Liebman 
reported his office is supplying information on various aspects of the development 

of the Jewish State in response to requests from hundreds of individuals and 
organizations from all parts of the country. The Economic News -Letter is giving 
specific information on Israel, including basic Israeli rules and regulations of 
trade with America. This department is the sole distributor in America of the 
Anglo-Palestine Year Book. 

Mr. Liebman reported that the Economic Institute for Israel at Town Hall , 

New York, sponsored by the Economic Department , featured prominent authorities 

from Israel and America. A digest is being made of the proceedings and one-day 

economic institutes will be held in key cities in the Fall. 
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Mr. Liebman added that the Economic Department was encouraging American 

Jews to make capital investments in Israel through The Israel Corporation of 

America along with gift donations to the UJA. It also was instrumental in 

stimulating trips to Israel by American businessmen. 

MEMBERSHIP: 

Joseph Goldberg, national chairnl8.ll, made a strong plea for the personal 

cooperation of NEC members in building up ZOA membership. He pointed out that 

the holding of the convention at an earlier date than usual had shortened the 

usu.al work.ing year by several weeks. He praised the 11Book of Remembrance" as a 

successful teclmique for stimulating membership and as an excellent public re

lations mediuma Mr. Goldberg cautioned against passive acceptance of a decrease 

in this year I s membership and called for a concerted membership drive which would 

help to correct this situation. He asserted that where intensive efforts had been 

made, districts had exceeded their membership goals, and that similar results could 

be obtained in other districts. Herschel Auerbach is Director. 

Convention: 

The chairman reported the appointment of a convention committee on election 

procedure headed by J udge Henry Ellenbogen which will submit its recommendations 

to the convention. The other members of this committee are Judge Jacob Klau, co

chairman, Louis Falk, Edmund Koblenz, Rabbi Irving Miller, Jochanon Rudovsky, 

Rudolph Sonneborn, Jacques Torczyner, and Dr. Sidney Marks, ex-officio. 

Convention Program: 

Jacques Torczyner, chairman of the convention committee, submitted a tenta

tive program calling for a minimum of formal speech-making and providing for a 

maximum of time for discussion and business. He stated that everything will be 

done to assure the smooth functioning of all details of the convention. 

Mr. Torczyner recommended on behalf of his coIJlIIlittee, that the election 

session be closed to the public for technical and physical reasons, but that the 

press be inv1 ted. This would obviate undue confusion and over-crowding and allow 

for an orderly election procedure. This would be the only closed session of the 

convention. The rules for the election of delegates and alternates would be t he 

same as the previous year. This tentative program was accepted in principle. 

ACTIONS COI--1MITTEE: 

Dr. Neumann reported that in accordance with the unanimous decision of the 

iTEC at its previous meeting, he had addressed a letter to Dr. Nahum Goldniann, 

acting chairman of the American Section of the Jewish Agency, requesting post

ponement of the Actions Committee from May until June. The reasons were enumer

ated - namely, conflict with the time of the ZOA convention which would preclude 

delegates from attending the AC, the desirability of arming delegates with a clear 

mandate from the convention; the need for Zionist leaders to be in this country 

while UJA fund-raising and general Zionist activities were at their height. The 

letter also pointed out that the tentative agenda was not of an emergency nature 

and could be held over until the following month when ZOA members could be 

present. 
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Dr. Neumann reported no reply was received from Dr. Goldmann. It was 
learned subsequentl~r t.:.1at t:i1e Jerusalem GXecuti ve, acting on the 30A request, 
voted for postponement until June 20th ·with only one neGative vote. However , the 

American Section of the Agency with one exception, voted against such postpone

ment . Inasmuch as the maJority votes were against postponement, the AC meeting 

will convene in Israel early in i ~ay, Dr. Neumann stated. 

Accordingly, the praesidium of the Actions Committee have been advised that 

under the circumstances it was entirely possible that :oA representatives would 

be unable to attend~ 

In this connection, after discussion, the rIBC officially recorded the fact 

that the officers of the ZOA had repeatedly advised the officials of the Actions 

Committee and the Agency that the holding of the meeting in Hay would make it 

impossible for representatives of the ZOA to attend. It ,ras understood that ZOP 

representatives in the Actions Committee will confer among themselves and decide 

collectively whether or not they ·will attend. They will also take a:ny necessary 

action on the matter of appointing alternates if provision for same is called for. 

POLITICAL REPORT -- DR. NI:UlUU-1N: ----------
Dr. deuroann in a con:fidential report reviewed the recent developments on the 

political scene. He discussed tl1e latest trends which had indicated the possi

bility of postponenent of action on Israel's ad.mi ttance to the U!T. He told of 

the position which the U .s . Govern.1Uent had tal~en on re.ajar questions now under 
discussion relating to the status of Jerusalem, frontiers and Arab refugees, as 

well as the pressure being brought by the Vatican and its influence on Latin

American countries. Dr . Neumann stressed the need for the greatest ViGilance, 
particularly in t.11e light of renewed anti-Zionist propaganda from Near Eastern 

sources and the recrudescence of activity by t:ie American Council for Judaisn. 

- Ili'I"Ii!D COMl1ITrEE: 

The chairman stated this committee which is headed by Judge Simon Rif.~inc1 

to study proposals on the "'uture progra11 and action of the Zionist Organization 

will submit its recommendations to the convention. T~1e committee has been meeting 

continuously hearing rea.ny points-of-view, including those of representatives of 

other Zionist parties. 

PAMPHLET OF DR. ILVER 1S SPEECHES 

On Dr. Neumann's recommendation it was unanimously ap)?roved that the ZOA 
publish in bool· for 1 a collection of Dr. Silver ' s addresses to be ready for the 

openiTIG of the convention. 

The c'1airman also recommended that in line with the discussions and general 

thinl'"ing ex:9ressed by members of the NEC at previous meet· ngs, a committee be 

appointed to submit to the convention, sugGestions of specific projects to be 

underta!~en by the 7 0A the fallowing year. 

Adjourn111ent for Lunch: 
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The meeting convened at 3~15 with Dr. Neumann presiding. 

ISRARL COBPORi\TION OF AMERICA -
Abraham Tuvim, executive director of the ICA, reported that the ICA was 

making considerable progress and urged the ZOA to give serious consideration to 
sponsoring it as its major project in the economic field. He urged intensified 
support of its activities and appealed for closer cooperation between the two 
organizations. Dr. Neumann strongly endorsed Hr. Tuvim' s plea for ICA support. 

REPORT ON STAFF-UNION NEGOTIATIONS 

ljilton Pollack, chairman of the ZOA Finance Committee reviewed in detail the 
protracted ne~otiations which have been held between his committee and represen
tatives of the Union and clerical and executive staff of the ZOA since the ex
piration of the Union contract on January 1, 1949. 

He stated t~ese negotiations had come to a practical standstill because the 
Finance Committee was unwilling to grant across-the~board salary increases on an 
increment basis demanded by the Uniono In view of the present financial situation 
of the ZOA, such action would entail an outlay which the organization could not 
afford and would result in a serious deficit. Mr. Pollack felt the Finance Com
mittee could not institute a policy of deficit financing and asserted the rational 
Executive must assume the responsibility for establishing such a policy. 

Mr. Pollack read a letter addressed to the n~embers of the NEC by the staff 
( excluding top e:Kecuti ves who are not members of the Union) which stated that 
"negotiations had broken dm,m11 and requesting the NEC to appoint a subcor.mlittee 
to negotiate and reach a settlement. 

Mr. Pollack compared the difference in the wages for both the clerical and 
executive staffs of three years ago and the present scale, pointing out there had 
been considerable annual increments as well as other benefits such as vacation and 
holiday schedule, sick leave, etc. He maintained the scale of salaries paid to 
the ZOA staff was equal to or better than t hose paid in comparable positions in 
other membership organizations. He added the Finance Cammi ttee was willing to 
discuss any existing inequities or hardship cases but it could not conply with 
t c salary increment plan without a directive and plan for financing from the NEC. 

After considerable discussion, a motion was adopted to the effect that the 
Finance Committee continue its negotiations. The President was authorized to 
appoint a subcommittee of three NEC members with authority to act on behalf of the 
NEC in conjunction with the Finance and Inner Committees. 

Mr. Pollack suggested that ways and means be devised immediately to balance 
the ZOA budget. There was general agreement that such retrenchment of activities 
which would not affect basic questions of policy be implemented without delay. 

The meeting ad journed at 6 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
Secretary 



Ir HEI.D IN CLEVELA .. JJffiom~ AffiIL 18, 1949 
IN TIIE tfot!E OF • s ffit 

Presenta Dr. A. H. Silver, Benjamin Dort, Dnniel Frisch, A. Goldstein, A. ~, 
Joseph w. Greenleaf, Rabbi lr~ ller, .Charles Ress, Jacques Torcz.Jmr 

1. Except as mentioned below, it was the consensus of opinion that a meeting be held 
on Sunday' night• April 24t,b, of all the members of the Exacutiw C<mnittee who 
belong to the administration forces. At this meeting a secret ha] lot should de
termine the official camidate of this adminicrtration for the presidency of tM 
z.o.A. 

Rabbi ller agreed to abide b.r the decision of this ca!ID.ittee metin. • 
Frisch reserved his answer subject to the advice of his conmittee. 

2. Dr. SilTer suggested that Rabbi 11111.- and • sch enter in personal negotia-
tions arrl telt that until the end of the meeting a personal agree nt of the• 
two gentlemen would ease the entire situation. 

Dr. Silver felt that Daniel Frisch was entitled at this time to the presidency 
of the z.o.A. Rabbi !.!ill.er should ascume the chairmanship of the Emergency- Coun
cil tor ftey important poll tical work will have to be cbne in the coming year. 
It was his thought that Rabbi Uil ler might well succeed to the presidency at the 
expiration or • Frisch•s term. 

3. It was agreed bJ' e"Yel")'One that ortimer Mat sho• 1d occupy a lead1ne position in 
the next edm1 nistration if he is not to be the ~eidential candidate. tt 1n 
negotiations with the op osition it is t'elt irable to otter t em the post of 
Chairman ot the Administrative Council, then pot or Chairman of the Executi e 
should b, created which should be offered to • 

4. The following ccnnittee of seven was suggested to the ?resident to negotiate with 
the c0111Dittee ot 15 or the opposition. This camnittee has no power to malc8 mv • 
oClllllitment wit,bout a decision of the committee mentioned in #1 of this 1a10r81Xhml. 
The Nftll member.a area · a-. Dnanuel Neumann, Daniel Frieoh• ort1mer rv, Irving 
l.iJJer, Dr. • bbino, Abraham Goodman, and Jacques Torczyner. 

It waa also agreed that no formal negotiations should be started before ndq', 
April 25th. It was also \11Wl1mo11Sq reed that no indivi.dual will negotiate 
with the opposition. This includes all candidates. 

, 

5. ith respect to the inner oamnittee, it was suggested that membership of the inner 
cOllllli ttee be ll or which 3 should eventua~ belong to the oppoai tion• 3 to be 
appo ·nted by' the new president, and S to be eelected by the aaniniatration group. 

6. It was s ted t • the maximum concession to the opposition ould be 2 to 3 
vice-president am about 20,C of the ._....,igrship of the Executiva COIJIDi ttee. 

7. o 1 1 itxv:- or the z.o.A. w1u • go to the Actions COlllllittee 
before the z.o.A. Convention. 

tirg if it is held 

8. In view of the uncertain tinancial conditiona during the OODdn.g year, it wu felt 
that the budget, lt'ith the approv"al of the Conftntion, be subject to-. nrrlAlw 
trom time to time d ng the year by' the Executiw Ccanittee, •incl n also sub
ftntione such as that ot the Histadruth vrith, Youth Council, etc. 

, 



9. All matters pertaining to the reorganization or the statt or the z.o.A. which 
mq b!t toum necesaarr will tirst be nrl1AnN<l by the inner committee betore ac
tion is taken. 

10. The ralationship 0£ the z.o.A. to Hadaasah aid to the World Confederation will 
be determined atter the conclusion ot the negotiations with the opposition. 



JSLS~HON• 
N-U 2 - 320!5 

- -49 0 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr . bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 19, 1949 

At the request of Dr. Neumann, I am 
enclosin~ copy of a cable I have received from 
Jerusalem with reference to the ~ctions Committee . 

kindest personal reg rds . 

C ABLS AD 0 RSSS 
ZIONISTS 
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C O P Y 

IVL 757 XM 22JERUSALEM 38 17 1200 RADIOIS L 

NLT ZIO TISTS SYDNEY ~KS EW YORK 
(SYDNEY MARKS rf ZIO TIST RGA . . IZAT.I o. OF ~RICA 

41 ST 42 STREET RM 600) 

YOURS 10/ 4 P SIDIUM 'D XECUTI l E DISC 'SSEJ YOUR PRO OSAL 

BUT FOUND POST PON NT UNTIL JUN JULY I IBLE VI~ 

EXTREME •• G CY PROBLEMS STOP HOPE CCES IO! WILL E D IN 

TI • FOR P PARATI 'S A m PARTI .J PAT ION YOUR CONVENTIO 

ZIOiIT 

M/ 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA * 41 EAST 42nd STREET * NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Regional & District Presidents 
National Executive Committee 
National Administrative Council 
Regional Directors 

FROM: Dr. Sidney Marks DATE: April 25, 1949 

re: DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER TO DELIVER AN ADDRESS OVER THE 
_l\MERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY'S NETWORK ON MAY 2ND. 

On May 2nd Dr. Abba Hillel Silver is scheduled to deliver 
a radio address on the American Broadcasting Company's full net
work. His subject will be the "First Anniversary of Israel." 
The time - 11:16 - 11:30 P.M. (E. D. Ta) 

It is recommended that you make contact with your local 
A. B. C. radio station to insure that they include Dr o Silver's 
address in their schedule. In the event the scheduled time is 
unsuitable for your CO'(J:..~unities, it is suggesti:::cl that Dr. Silver's 
address be recorded and broadcast at a m0r~ appropriate one. 

To promote a large li.stening aud:i.e.!lce, it is recommen<ted 
that small. advE:.rtisements be taken in your· local press pointing 
up to this event. Your cooperation ls most vital. 

Your cooperation in these respects would be appreciated. 

SM:ml 



ZIONI~T OrtGAf~IZATION OF AMEJtiGA 

45 Branfora Place, Ne,arK, N.J. 

P~£ UF bUP£0rtT TO 

~-H.l:!.h.EAS Dr. Abba Hillel bilver and Dr. Emanuel Neumann have rendered 
dis+,inguished services to the Zionist Cause thro~hout their entire lifetime ana 
r 11 :'H particularly during the unforgettable .t")t::riod of recent memory which saw t h e 
e~t~.blishment of the Jev,ish State, to -~hich they contributed in such abundant 
measure, and 

H-ith.EA& He wholeheart0dly approve of their policy of ciirect and posi 
tive action ·,hich for the first time in many yc:urs and, fortunately, at the mo s t 
critical moment of decision, unitea American Zionism behind the singular objec·:.ive 
of full realization of our aims, and 

~d: EJtEAS \1e furthermore approve the stand taken by Drs. bil ver and 
~eumann in the recent Je¼ish Agclllcy controversy as consistent with the best 
i.n t.erests of th1;; Zionist 1'Jlovement in the United Stutes. 

NOv~ TH~Ont. B1 IT l"LL~OLV~D tha~ the J: e,, Jers~y Zionist Region 
meeting at its fifth regular Zionist Convention at Pleasantdale., Nev, J ers1:::y, 
or. i::>unday, May 8th, 1949, sends greetings to Dr. bilv~r and Dr. Neumann and as
~~r e them of its complete confid~nce in th~ir matchless leadership, coupled 
\12th th hope that tht:!l.r policies of militunt action will guide ana inspire 
: tit ure z.o.A. administrations, and 

Bt IT FUkTH.t.h. &~OLVW that~ copy of this r bsolution be sprea on 
th e minutes of this meeting anct for\aro~a to Drs. ilvar :ma N um&nn. 
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MARKET 3-3748 

Dr. Abba Hillel ilver 
The Tem le 
East 1 5tn ~tre t ana &isel lio&d 
Glevelana, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

13, l 49 

URIAH TCHACK 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

I as re ue tea 
so utions hich 
Convent.ion on 

to send ou a 
were o t 

7-8, 1~49. 

coy of toe folio int:. re-
t our t 'if tn JUU1u&.l l1et»ionu.l 

~u port Daniel 'rise fol ~re ident of 
ational z . 

.Plea e of ~u ~ort 
.LJL· • ewna.nn 

Pr ciaent Harr s. 

' it bet •i nes, lam 

UT/vml 
uicl. 

• A • 
to r . ilv blld. 

'r 

s~~ ;yours, 

?' ~~~~~ 
Uriah T ch ClC - , r . 

Ex cutive Director 



, 

llr. th-1.ah Taback, Emcutiva Dlnct1.on 
.,. Jeraq Region, z.o.A. 
LS Branford Place 
lfewark 2, 18W Jerr,q 

IC:, dear Frienda 

Permit • to acknowledp your kind letter ot llq 13th 
and tbe three N olutiona which wre encloaed. I dNJl11' 
apprwciate the Nnti:amta apreaeed which wre aost 
beartaingto •• 

th all good wiahea, I n 

t ~your, 

!BBA lllLIEL SILVER 
AIISaer 



Tl:Ll:PHONI: 
MU 2-3209 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 2, 1949 

I do suppose tha this can ere rded as a 
desperate appeal. 

You are proceeding to Sioux City on October 18th 

CABLI: ADD ■ l:98 

ZIONISTS 

and the Zionist district is simply filled with disappoint
ment. While they are ready to stage affairs &nd do everything 
humanly possible, in essence they simply want to meet with you 
and pay tribute o your leader hi. It i understandable. 

Is it possible for you ee with them at, let us 
say, late afternoon for s small re pion or a luncheon during 
the course of the day or t any time that you can spare for them. 

The Sioux City Zionists are som of the finest in the 
country. The Baro boys have made Zionism as much of their 
living day and n"ght as is humanly possible. 

SM/M 

I respectfully solicit your reconsideration. 

Accept my affectionate egards. 
l' 



T•L-~HON• 

MU 2 - 3209 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear bbi Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

CABLE ADDIISB ■ 

ZIONISTS 

June 6, 1949 

I am happy to greet you once a.gain as a Past-President of the Zionist 
Organization of America for the year 1949-1950. 

e move for,-.,ard towards a year of cha.llen, . It will require all of us 
to bend our greatest efforts towards a strengthen ng of our or nization. We 
must adopt a realistic attitude nd all of us are expected to go into our 
communities and provide the organization ith those basic needs - -iembership 
and Funds - which will e ble us to build d enlar e our f ture progr • 

The basic pattern fuis been ovided for u by the Convention assembled 
and with your help, we shall move forward. 

If ou are not a Life -iemb r of the Zionist Or.,.anization of America, I 
do believe it iill be a wonderful tribute to the organization and a most 
fitting occasion to enroll in such cateeory now. I am enclosing me bership 
application for that p ose. 

I look forward to the le sure of r etin you and meeting with you on 
futur occasions and t future meetings. 

/ •1 
(Enc.) 

Acce~t my kindest perso 1 regards. 

incerel·, 

Dr. Sidney . . ks 
Executive ctor 



TSLIE,.tlONS 

MU 2-32015 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Sil var: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Jwie 6, 1949 

May I extend to you on be 18.lf' of the Zionist Organization of 
America and personally our sincere thanks for the role you played 
in our program. 

CAIILS ADDltS9B 

ZIONISTS 

With your help, and vi.th the fine atmosphere which was created 
by your thought-provoking words, the Convention moved speedily' to a 
succeasf'ul. conclusion. OUr delegates were all very happy to partici
pate with you in this 52nd Annual Convention or the Zionist Organiza
tion or America. Your friendship is a matter or pride and grateful

ness to all of us. 

If you are not a Life Member or the Zionist Organization ot 
America, I do believe it will be a wonderful tribute to the organiza
tion and a most fitting occasion to enroll in such category now. I 
am enclosing a membership application ror that purpose. 

Accept my kindest personal regards. 

SM/!-1 

Sincerely, I , 
pr. Sidney M;.rks 

Executive Dirbctor 

I 



T&LEPHONE 

MU 2-3209 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Dr. :Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Olio 

Dear Dr. S11Yer: 

June 15,1949 

I have the honor to inform you that you have 
been designated by Mr. Daniel Frisch, President ot 
the Zionist Organization of America, as one or its rep
reaentatiYee on the American Zionist Council. 

I need not express the high measure of respon
sibility which is attached to this poat. 

I know that this Zionist task will be gladly 
assumed by you. 

SM/M 

Accept my kindest personal regards. 
,. 

Sdncerely, 

Dr1 Sidney a 
Executive Director 

CAaL& ADDllaS• 

ZIONISTS 
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TO: 

FROM: 

UBJ ECT : 

MEMORANDU I 
ALL MEMBERS OF NEC, NAC I DISTRICT AND REGIONAL PRESIDENTS, AND 
MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMEN 

DR. SIDNEY MARKS 

DATE: June 30, 1949 

I am annexing hereto several comments which were made upon the current situation concerning American Zionist life. They should be of unusual interest to you. 

Accept my kindest personal regards. 

I 

SM/br 
enc. 
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I.· ZIONIST UNIFICATION on FRAG ,1ENTATION: WHICH? ·-------~----
At the opening of the Rabbinical Assembly of America's annual Convention 

at Monticello, New York a few days ago, Rabbi David Aronson, President of the 
Assembly proposed the formation of a new Zionist party. Thia party, which would 
associate with the Zionist groups in this country as well as with the World 
Zionist Organization, would represent American Jews who are members of Conserva
tive Synagogues. 

This plan is anything but constructive. If actually carried out it would 
tend to produce more anarchy in Zionist circles. What Rabbi Aronson is really 
saying is that every Jewish group in the United States, big or small, may form a 
new Zionist party, regardless of the already existing Zionist alignment here and 
the world over. Because according to Rabbi Aronson•s estimate there are a half 
million Jews belonging to over four hundred conservative Congregations, the Rabbi 
would have them form a new party. No other reason is offered. 

Such a group would have no ideological raison d'etre. Rabbi Aronson says 
that the function of the new organization would be"strengthening our religious 
way of life and expressing our sense of spiritual and historic continuity". But 
there is already a Zionist party for that very purpose - the Mizrachi, a branch of 
the World Zionist Organization with a very strong American section. 

One is forced to believe that the real reason behind this proposal is the 
desire to be seen and counted. Here we have yet another example of 0 the new 
individualism" .. or the old selfishness. We are reluctantly forced to interpret 
the call for a new group in this light since it in no way advances the common 
cause of Zionism, in which all existent parties cooperate. 

Mr. Benjamin G. Brawdy, acting President of the ZOA, made a special state
ment to the Zionist Information Service: 

"The World Zionist Organization, in the course of a half .century and more 
of its existence has provided ample opportunity for all Zionist ¥iewpoints to be 
expressed within its fold. Through its established parties - the General Zionists, 
the Labor Zionists, the Left Labor Zionists, the Mizrachi and the Revisionists -
the whole spectrum of Zionist opinion has made itself evident and felt. 

"As far as I can see, these groups afford sufficient hospitality to every 
ideology in the Zionist movement. Without trying to set an arbitrary limit to 
diffe~ences within Zionism, one can safely say that the point has been reached 
beyond which one can no longer speak of differentiation but rather of fragmenta
tion. 

t 

"It would seem that the Rabbinical Assembly of America, representing the 
Conservative Congregations in the United States, in seeking to further increase 
the number of Zionist parties ere bringing us dangerously close to chaos. Of 
course it need not be said that this is not their intention. It is to be hoped 
that the plan advanc~ by Rabbi Aronson will be modified so as to make it possible 
for the entire membership of the conservative synagogues of the United States to 
cooperate with other Zionist organizations, notably the ZOA. 

"The ZOA has always had the deepest reverence for traditional Jewish values, 
thoueh it has never attempted to impose its religious views on those it helped 
in Israel. Because of its profound appreciation of the religious element in 
Jewish life the ZOA has been know to give an especially cordial welcome to the 
memberships of whole congregations. 
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"It has been glad to extend them special privileges in the form of reduced 
membership fees, greater representation, etc. The ZOA feels that a great many 
members of conservative synagogues can best express their Zionist sympathies 
through the ZOA, which can confidently offer them that "sense of religious and 
historic continuity" called for by Rabbi Aronson. 

II. ZIONIST AUTONOMY AND WORLD JEWISH UNITY 

Zionist leaders charge that the demand for autonomy is an attack on Jewish 
unity~ They contend that the ZOA stand for its own management of American Zionist 
affairs and the local n:anagement of local Zionist business the world over is a 
stand against the solidarity of World Zionismo Most recently, these Zionists have 
received With alarm the suggestion of Judge Rifkindis Conn:nission, that the World 
Zionist Organization be reorganized along the lines of federation or association. 

These charges are entirely vithout foundation~ There is not a grain of truth 
in them. Throughout its long history American Zionism has believed in and fought 
for world Jewish unity Q Its sense of fraternity w1 th all Jews everywhere is writ 
large in its record of t he past half centuryQ American Zionist publications have 
always supported Jewish unity. ZOA spokesmen have called for greater Jewish unity. 

The ZOA was founded on the Zionist theory that the Jews are Jews by virtue 
of a community of fate. This theory means that no Jew can be indifferent to what 
happens to any other JewQ We a.re bound together by a common history and a connnon 
future, and that bond is the determining element in our present situation. Such a 
view, obviously, is the surest guarantee of World Jewish Unity. But unity is not 
the same thing as uniformity. World Jewish Unity does not mean complete centraliza
tion of l·Torld Zionist administration. There i s plenty of room for both unity and 
autonomy. Indeed autonomy is necessary to sustain world unity for any length of 
time. 

It would be painfully unrealistic to overlook the great division and differ
ence that mark World Jewry. The Jews do not live in a vacuum. They dwell among 
all the people of the WCYtld, in a great variety of cultures, religions, and politi
cal systems. The Jews in each country talte on a certain color, a definite stamp 
from the surrounding environment. To a greater or les~er degree - and in America 
to the greatest degree - the Jews share the mores and culture-patterns of their 
gentile neighborso 

A Moroccan Jew is very different from a Polish Jewo An American Jew, even 
though he may be the son of a Polish Jew, even if he was once a Polish Jew hiJtSelf, 
is something very different from botho And then there is the great di vision between 
the Ashkenazim and the Sephardim. The profound differences between these two groups 
extends into the very ritual of their common religion. This division is very deep 
and centuries old, but it has never seriously impaired Jewish unity. 

Today the Jews live under four political systems, Democracy (in the United 
States, Latin America, Western Europe and the British Dominions), Totalitarianism 
(in the Soviet Union and its satellite states), Feudalism (in the Arab countries), 
and in a state of their own, in Israel. Basically, there are two great sociological 
groups. First, those who live in Israel, who completely determine their own ways 
of livingo Second, those in the Diaspora who are always in the position of a 
minority which must accommodate itself in varying degrees to the ways and demands 
of the majority. These divisions must be realized in theory and practice if we are 
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to function realisticallyo Every group can only function according to the 
particular requirements of its own environment and by its own insight into its 
position; this means autono&• 

The Jewish people may be considered as a family, large but cohesive. Each 
national Jewry is e. member of the World Jewish family, but each has its own 
distinct individuality. Separateness and difference do not mean incongruity or 
irreconcilability. On the other hand, the very genuine community of interests of 
all Jewish groups does not spell identity~ Any attempt to force uniformity on 
local groups from a world center would be un-Jewisho Each group can best contrib
ute to the whole community, if allowed to work s.nd act in its own way. This is 
the ideology behind the determined battle for auto~my. 

Here in America, the autonomist position is especially clear. For years 
Zionists have struggled for the doctrine of cultural pluralism which aslw for 
autonomy within the fran:ework of American cultureo How can we ask of others what 
we are not ready to demand from ourselv~s? Why should this splendid and inspiring 
idea not be applied to World Je~wry? There is one Jewish culture, but it consists 
of a plurality of different Jewish cultures functioning harmoniously together. 
American Zionism will continue to fight for autonomy, and in so doing will continue 
to fight for World Jewish Unity. 



3:00 p.m. Dr. Marks called and gave me the following i nformation: 

1. It appears that PEC had a fight with Aaron Baroway and wanted 
to get him out. 

2 • Dr. Marks spoke to Ber oway who stated that the PEC people could 
not see eye to eye with the others (the 2 M1s). 

3. Dr. Marks said he understands that other people on the Board re
signed as well. 

4. One other difficulty was the spending of money too lavishly and 
unwisely. 

Dr• Marks will speak to Ba.roway and Szold tomorrow and will keep you 
up to date. 

ER 




