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TE I, t; PHONE 

MU 2-3205 

129 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

CABLE ADD&ESS 

ZIONISTS 

January 3, 1950 

~ws hes reached me that you received the Cardoza i.emorial 
ward and I was deli hted . 

"This is as it should be". 

ccept my af c ionate regar 
your family. 

SM:mm 

and ple s exten them to 

Si ney arks, 
gxecutive Director 
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.JACQUES TORCZYNER 

~ ,est 46th Street 
Ne 7 York , ~. Y. 

January 3 , 19 50 

. bba Hillel Silver 
19ul0 haKer lvd. 
Cleve i.and, Ohio 

ar • Silver : 

Please find enclosed ·1c re""'.X)rt of the famous Co::mri.ttee on 
Zionist Congress aoblems . •no enclosed ~s a co of certain 
ooint3 :mic•, I . a e in a lette to .Jr . ldstcin . 

ne Co-..mi ttee would have done a more thorou job i1' tlL resent 
leadc sni_ 0.1· the Je ·,.:.s•~ .. ency ;o ld not h ~e been so in e ested 
in : evol tion r.i. thout change . " 

Toni ht is vhc meetln o t1c Boar e en a ~sod ,~ere 
• .r . :a ovrdy is bcinr. ma e rresident e K. L. Tne z. 0 . . list 
·ra.s dul.,. cnan,..ed. any o" our • en s ·~e ·e ta en of and re-
pl ced : s ch stal 1-a. ts f Zi"' us. as i nr.. , o tor, J li 
ine~ak .. , etc . , tc . ....ven Charles ,wlf ·ras ta :en off no-1-··;i th-

sta. n t at he ,av the Treaa ---er for the . ast fo -r ., ..,ars . t 
is the best ,,-a. to a e frie ds . I am lso in ·o .cd that Her. an 
,,eiznan • rill e cli.nri. ted as l.inai n of t 1e oo _ d . 

Goncernin t 1 . oblem mic disc ssed •. • tn .. ou in e•.; Yo_ .. 1~ , 
I m st tel 1 ~,on that it deserves a lot of stud • I· t e ro run 
for w:uc•1 ... ou stand sho ld be i ... )le:ne t d at t e next con ess , 
o must be the leadc o • t e delegation. ':'hat cannot be done 

throu h an, otLer _ c son . :hat ha_ pcrs once t. _ con--:ress is over 
is a different 1attcr . 

• • ,Lj_coenstein s e t a.n evcnine ·,'i th us • n ew orl' 
deepl, • .. ressea --~ t he talk he • ad ·r.i.. t 1 . o . 
a v ~ right fe_lo·. • • 

st crs n~l re a s, I~ 

incerely, 

··;a 
s to be 



1 e re ort as it stands toda does not shm the motivation a d the r asons 
.·mich made 1s ado t unanimousl:r both the pro osed i'ormuJa ·ion 01 Zio:iist 
a.ins and the charte • I kno ·r that ·1hen you ,.till ~ res t t e re o t to the 
session of the Je-·fis' c,. •' ecuti ve, you i.. • J 1 resent. t e :reaso s for e 
vario 1s f'o ations . If and ,hen p blisned, sue a state .e t b: ~ ou, as e 
Chair, tan of the Co • ttee , sho 1ld acco pan" the . eport . Othe • se, it n.11 
be miainte rete and mis1.1 derstood . 1 t no oint d e~ .:. t s o r the f rank ess 
an· sinccrit r of Lhe di cussions . ateve t e le al stat s of t co ittee, 
t e fact re a·· ns t 1at. it i s the onl body t at too c t· e ti.7D.e to disc 1ss the 
i sue before tho vo:. ld Zionist move .. ei. t. 

ine .-· ole . roblem of autonon does not appear in the report . 
effo~ t<:, to push i aside in the belief .:.,h t. the move e ca 
,·t· o·t facin it squarel, the next con ress m..11 e held i 
the 194 con.i. overs'lr. 

.~hatevc!' the 
ddle t rou 

the shadm"l of 

On th ques.1.ion of the defense of Jmd.sh rights, I feel ver stron l . .r hat 
it should be one of the aims of the • onist movenent . T e '!orld Jc··•· sh Con ess 
i;-ras created "d. th the support of the Zionists because m mrc to d th t as lon . 
as the Jewish Sta 1

~ ~as not a realit , the Zionist move ent had to concentrate 
all its oner • cs to th , upbuilcti of the national ho. e . , en at the time of 
t e creation of tne or_d Jewish on-. ess, ,.an ted the d.sdom of establish-
ing it. 1 ow tha Israel is a T ,alit - , the orl Jew.is, Con ess, nevel' elected 
on a real democratic basis , s ould merge :t ' ·onist ovment . T'ne 1 ders 
of both are the sa.-ne . 'lb ar .ent. that th . or d Jewish Con ess is a f'orun 
"'mere t e Jew rom behind t· e iron c rtain ts tl e Je in front of the c 1rtain 
is illu::,or,r. The Cor • • sts a not sta i t e ~orld Je visn Con ess aae. if 
t .e ssians rant it . • ere c ain ot ..,r ele:nents • • thin t e Con(j' ess • ic iii 1 
be force to ell t e Co. unists • n t c sa e ·.a, as t ey ·,ere ex· e led from 
t . erican Jens· Con ess . The Zionist move ent h s the man orer and the 
contacts to take care of t defe se of t e Je •ri.s ri 1ts in 11 the co n ,ries 
o the world. 

feel that in all our disc ssions the roblem oft e elatio shi of the 
Jm·:i.sh -one"' and the ,orld Zionist Organization has not been clarified. I , 
-or one, v.ould kee the Je dsh gene.- :::i. th non-Zionist rticipation s he 
fund- raisi :.> • nst c t f r Israel . JTon-Zionists are art· ci atin in the 
Board of the u. ' . A. If t ·s e~ eriment orks in the country that raises most 
of the rnone for Israel , it certainl.r can be expanded on the wc>rld scene . Ou 
si e of fund raising the other aims oft e Zionist movement should be pursued 
throu the . orld Zionist rganization. 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
St. .Couis :Zionist 1Jistrict 

DR. DAVID REISS, PRESIDENT 

MIEMBIER NATIONAL 11:XIECUTIVIE 

COMMITTEE Ofl' z. 0. A. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver; 

January 5, 1950 

Aa you know the Zionist Organization of 
St. Louie had planned a testimonial dinner in honor 
of Professor Klausner on the occasion of fifty years 
of service to the Zionist Organization. When our 
plans became known, St. louis University asked us to 
have our date poa tponed. You will be glad, I'm sure 

ROSEDALE OUS7 

to know that St. Louis University on December 18, 1949 
at its Klausner Dinner announced the establishment of 
the Gustave Klausner Endowed Professorship. In add­
ition Professor Klausner is to get shortly a honorary 
L. L. D. for thirty-five years of service. 

This unusual honor given to Professor Klausner 
on the part of St. Louis University has convinced us 
that a testimonial dinner would only be an anti-climax. 
Instead, we will present Professor Klausner with a 
testimonial book containing tributes of Zionist friends. 
We shall appreciate from you, as one of the sponsors, 
a letter of appreciation no longer than one side of 
a page .to Professor Klausner and mailed to me. 

DR/v 

With kindest regards, I remain 

Yours very sincerely, 

~ 
Dr. David Reiss 
President 



'fELEPHONE 

l\f U 2-3205 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

TO MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Dear Friend: 

t:Afl l , t , ADIIJlEb . 

ZfONL • .. 

January 5, 1950 

Please be advised that the next meeting of the National Executive Committee and 
the National Administrative Council will be held upon the return of our Presi­
dent, Daniel Frisch, from Israel. 

It is expected that a most illuminating report will be rendered by him which 
should make a real impression upon the work of o t~ Organization in the coming 
months ahead. 

For your information, all sessions will be held on Sunday, February 5, 1950 in 
the Perroquet Suite of tLe Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, Park Avenue and 50th Street, 
New York City. 

The schedule of these meetings are as follows: 

10:00 A.M. - National Administrative Council 

This will carry through the afternoon. 

8:00 P.M. ational Executive Corunittee 

I look forward to the pleasure of greeting you at that time. 

I would appreciate your courtesy in advising me of your intention to be present 
on the annexed self-addressed postcard. 

Accept my kindest personal regards. 
Sincerely yo 

SM: dh Dr. Sidney Marks 
encl. Executive irector 
P.S. Why not contact the Region and Districts in your area and tell them of our 

need for MEMBERSHIP -- AMERICAN ZIONIST FUND -- ISRAELI PROJECTS -- GOOD 
REGULAR MEETINGS AND EFrnCTIVE PROGRAMMING - - SHEKEL . 

128 

A word of sincere concern by you, as a leader, will go a long way in bolster­
ing the efforts of our great army of workers in this country. 
Many thanks • 
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HARRY L. SHAPIRO 

5 PROSPECT PLACE, TUDOR CITY 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

J anuer3 11, 1950. 

Dr. A .. Silver, 
The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. IJilver: 

ttached is t.e lis 1 ·ch 
includes names au 

0
ested by a number of our 

fr"ends. It has been r~ so as to cover 
ost of t .... e .o. . egions. 

I le rne that .r. Fr·sch 
is returni to on January 25th. In 
all robability e ill ol a press conference 
immediately after his • e is also 
booked to speak at a B1 on dirmer on 
January 29th He 11 thu have ample o por­
tunity to voice so nions prior to the 
meeting oft e Adm.nistrative Council scheduled 
for February 5th. 

I is rry personal o n·on 
that our purposes ould be well served if the 

reside t fai ed to receive the usual vote of 
app oval at the ather oft e latter body. 

Kindest re ards. 

Cordially, 
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p l 0 
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Sol Cohen 
8007-104th St l 
Richmond Hill, L.I. 

Abe Redelheim / 
5118 14th Ave. -
Brooklyn N Y 

Albert Schiff 
Biltmore Ho-tel 
Palm Beach Fla 

Joa. Greenleaf 
225 Fourth Ave V 
Ne:, York 

Jac~uea Torczyner 
2 est l.KA-,h St 
l y 

Abr Goodman 
200 ,erick St 
Ny 

Ben Dof't, 
l;~ 7th Ave 

y 
I 

Rabbi Irving .. •.iller t,, 
975 Allen Lane 
oodmere LI 

Ed Koblenz 
93 State Street 
Albany Y 

Im Silk 
1227 ~ Broad St 
Philadelphia Pa 

ra Rose Bender 
2019 Locust St . 
Philadelphia Pa 

ichael H Egnal 
4911 Osage Ave 
Philadelphia Pa 

~orris einberg ✓ 
183 East Bway 

y 

I 

Abe Goldstein 
3530 So Osprey 
Sarasota Fla 

ichael Han.in 
2076 W Market St 
Pottsville Pa 

Elim Stone 
44 School St 
Boston -iass 

Herman eisman 
295 l adison Ave 

y 

Charles ·/olf V 
36 i'/est 47th St 
l y 

Jack Goodman 
200 Varick 3treet 

y 

Lotit, ra.lk 
1 Exc}:lange Pl V 
Jersey City J 

IS Turover 
4725 Bethesda Ave 
Bethesda MD 

Judge Jos. Klau 
36 Pearl St 
Hartford Conn 

Rabbi Leon Feuer 
2341 Collingwood Ave 
Toledo Ohio 

1ortimer '!>SY 
436 Houston St 
ashville Tenn 

Abe i,erkowitz 
718 Title Guarantee Bldg 
Birmingham Ala. 

Milton Silberman 
701 ~o 'i'/ells St 
Chicago Ill 

Bllis Goodman 
515 arket St 
Camden NJ 

1oses Rubinson 
3595 Bainbridge 
Bronx 67 r Y 

Emanuel eumann 
521 Fifth Ave 

l y 

Abrahamx Knmibein 
989 Sixth Ave 

y 

Philip Le.ssar 
1384 E 29th St 
Brooklyn Y 

Sol Benemy 
334 Peachtree St 
Atlanta a 

Sidney Herold 
1625 Slattery Bldg 
Shrevepo La 

Samuel Goliatock 
815 Bergelj Bldg 
Pi tteburgn Pa 

Abe R Cohen 
1404 Law an ' Finance Bldg 
Pittsburgh Pa 

Rabbi Samuel Cooper 
1616 Virginia St 
Charleston iest Va. 

Shoolem Ettinger 
235 Massachusetts Ave 
Indianapolis Ind 



• navi iss, Preaident 
Zionist Orga.nisati n of America 
S660 Kingsbuey' 
st. Louis, ssouri 

de r • Reiaa 

JanUAry 17, 1950 

I nclo ing hor th the ctn,T....,-•nt o Prof sor JO.ausner 
a part t a testimonial book wtdch you are to pretJent to 
hill. I ry haPP7 to eerd you los d. 

Trusti that you are 11 and th all gooo 
main 

A I 1er 
nc. 

AD 

st oordi~ ywrs, 

L filLV'.m 

hes, I ro-



Protessor Oustaw Klausner 
st. Louis Zionist District 
S660 iingsbury 
st. Loui , !!issouri 

doar Professor 10.awmera 

January 17, 19SO 

I understand that your frien o in st. It>uis are celebrating 
your SO years ot eervice to the Zionist mavemnt. I should 
most certa1n11' wish to be included among your host ot trionis 
eveeywheN in paying tribute to your tchi! a devotion · ard 
unt • llng aem.oe to our great ca se tor halt a century. You 
are llJl')Il the pioneers of our maVi nt and through its years 
or atrugcle n the goal seemed so tar ott, and to mai:v, 

it-e unattainable, you stood stea ast. "'aiet]T and per­
aistentl:, you oarried on the work or education am enlighten­
ment amone wr people, winning m&I\Y' ooDftrta to our cause. 
? that our historic JAOYWnt has triumphed eo magnificent~, 
you hnve 8Vffr7 reason to derive a deep measure ot satistao­
tion tro::i the consunaation vmich waa yaur li.fe • s drea. 

I 

I salute you on t,his occasion, and I ·'Wleh tor you strength 
and wallboing through the oncanin~ years. 

ost cordia~ yo-;.1rs, 

ABBA iILLEL SILVER 
A ,> I r 
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HECHALUTZ 
Organization Of America 

n,,,ncn 
r,,nri 
n;,"i~N~ 

3~ WEST 13th STREET • NEW YORK 11, N. Y . • Algonquin 5 - 1207 

Dr. Abba • ill el Silver 
The Temple 
Clevel nd., hi 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

J uary 1 7, 19 50 

shou d 1 ke .: t the out et to in icate that this letter is eminently a per­
sonal letter. I came to this country in 1947 as you may re mber as a shaliach 
and was actively concerned with reviving lOA's interest in chalutziut. You 
may recall that with the able sponsorship of . Schwefel and your personal 
encouragement and foresight the ZOA undertoo t e initial projection of 
chalutziut into the program of your administr A farm in Poughkeepsie was 
secured and Plu at Aliyah's activities laun he. 

Since that time lugat Aliyah, although perhap i i not gro by leaps and 
bounds has nevertheless de a concrete and sound foundation for erican aliyah 
of potential General Zionist chalutzim. s you know the garin has one on 
hityashvut and is currently forging ahead at a very gratifying pro~r ss at it's 
kibbutz in Zip ori. 

I went home this year and upon my return to 1erica discovered a very deplorable 
situation .. s you are well aiare the present lea ership of the ZOA has not 
shown the same understanding and assistance that motivate your championsnip of 
our pro ram. ton the contrary, a point has been reached in the pro ressively 
entan ling misunderstan ins that has resulted in a throttlin~ of our ay to 
day efforts, not to mention our over-all program. 

On ovember 29th I was privileged to listen to your inner ad ress in which you 
so eloquently xpressed what I consider to be the best forthri ht an sound 
fo ulation of an attitude towa d chalutziut that has come forth recently from 
any Zionist leader. Unfortunately this part of your address was never ubli­
cized by the ZOA. I was encoura ed by these remarks to brinP, this problem to 
your attention. It is with an almost esperate cry that I tum to you for your 
personal advice and idance. For unless some iionist fi ure of your stature 
will len his wisdom to this labyrinth of confusion, we are fast reachin the 
point where we may concede that our efforts to achieve a neral ionist Aliyah 
from America has ended in desperate failure . 

I woul sincerely ap reciate it if you would grant me an interview. wish to 
make it clear that my callin on your time will be for advisory discussion only. 

Trustin that I may hear from you shortly. 

DB:NS 
fls~tf.;'"e1/. ~ --v..-....c:.-__ 

Daniel Brisker 



• runel iakar 
Hecllalutz 
34 st 13th treet 

York ll, York 

dear • ri k rs 

Thank you for ':t ur 1 tter of 
read with much interest. I C!ho 
aee you, but, - shall not be in . 
time . Shou1 y t1 d it ~on • 
lan 11 :r nha_l e ry WY tc 

th 1 00 

J&DU81")" 19, 1950 

17th ch T 

ple~ed to 
k for s01 

to co. to C .Ye-

ABBA HILLEL SI 
AI Ster 
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RE ORT 0F ':J.J.•: EL ,T. ZACKS, PRES1DE ~T, ZIO 1ST r'RC'A 'IZATI0 

As I l ook around ad see this robust a ~cring, I recognize many fa~iliar 

old Zio ist faces and oo, any new faces h· t L :..t 'Je een 8t racto to the Zionist 

movement because of the tremendous urge generated by events in the last fer y rs. 

To-d y, it is my privilege to re ort to you again on our activi i e s since the last 

Co r 3 ion in Ottawa two years ago . Probably, never in Jewish history , have •10 

years bv~n so cro ded ith overpowering developments. 

Fifty years ago , the great dreamer of Zionism, Theodore terzl, pro hesized 

the return of our p6ople to their ~m land and Zionism became, subsequently, an all­

compelling force in Jewish life. For a time this vision was r egarded as unrealistic. 

Zionists were looked upon as impractical eople bys me of our leading Jewish phil­

~nthr opists . Even some of our more reli ious elements upbraided Zionists for 

throwing a, ay th ir hopes and their money on a c&use which they regarded as damaging. 

But events have moved swiftly in the last half-century. The odv0nt of Hitle r and 

the crematoria of Europe lone m~de Jews r ealize the ne d of Zion . 

In r cc~r yc~rs, the r e unfolded a series of events ~hich m&de Je,s cynical 

nd frustrated : - r ~siden .~ilson's pronouncements, the Balfour Decl~ r otion, foll­

ow d by the Leo.gue of r- tion's ~-~vndate rnised high hope s only to end in a blind 

alley of despair. From 1945 on, the re w~. s the seeming failure by Britain and her 

allies properly to Qp reciate the effort of Pals inian J~ws in the war. Indeed 

the British and American Governments continued to cot,;.rt the .Aro bs v,ho had been un-

relioble und treacherous throughout World W&r II. The se f ctors engende r ed despair 

among the Jewish people. ·40 ever , in this climete of desperation, c me the United 

.Jations in 1945. I well can r emembe r when I was in San Francisco ho the J wish 

Agency lobbied with little response to their pleadings, for the r etention of the 

status of the Palestine Mandate in the !ni ted fotions framework. It w s in eo­

pardy because of the fawning attention paid to the Arab 1 aders by the oil interes s 

and , therefore, by powerful governments. 

This ske ticism and depression persisted in 1945, even throughout the perio 

of inves iration b the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry: the Jews wer fed up 

with cormnissions nd their findings hich a lways left the Palestine situ tion in a 

state of per etu 1 unsettlement. In this mood of disillusiorunen, highly-placed 

Zionists, such as R bbi Silver r fused to testify before the An lo-American 

Committee and out of the depths of this despair, extremism, which led to terrorism, 

s reng up. However, Jewish hopes e r e rekindled ith the publication of the unani­

mous report of the Anglo-Americ4n Co~.mission nnd Fresident Truman's quick endor• 

sation of the request for the admission of 100,000 Jews into alestine at once. 

There emerged new champions in unexpected qu rters, such as Richard Grossman of 

Great Britain and a rtley Crum of the United States. Both their books stirred the 



• 
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hopes of many Je" :..sh pee le. The mounting tensio1 , in Pelestine in the 1 t t:: r part 

of 1946 and the early po.rt of 1947 had its cour.-t_.::-··• rt o tl1is side of the Atle.n l-: ic. 

i.:any held th" t terrorism was not the Jewish wuy 'nd enterts.in ·1 grave dou ts as t0 

its value. Still it is genera lly conceded that this revolutior ~ry .riod was in a 

lrr•e degree responsible for rendtring British posi ion untenable in Falestine end 

for c9using His ~3josty's Govern ent to request the U •• to m~ke nrrangemcn s for 

the future gove rnment of h ·· lestine. It was feared that terrori"M. un,Tewish in 

essence, might prove contr:igious ond tend tn corrod(; the spirit of the Jewish yo1::. h. 

Its r pid ~is ppenrance, ho~ever, proved the instinctivu soundnes s end moral sens 

of the Jewish people. 

But it was during this period of turmoil that at long l a st, c 0 me the birth­

pains of the partition solution. The United Nations Special Cnrnrnission on F, les­

tinc, UNSCOP , vrhich was forthwith ni:pointed at a special se ssion of the General 

Assembly, brought in a r t.port in which the validity of a Jewish State was recog­

nized. This l e ... 0 the cndors~t ion by the United : ~t ions of the State of Israel . 

In this connc: ct im: , i is ·rorthv:hile noting the speciol contribution of Cnna a' s 

t • • • C • • T t' '.) d represen 1 ,- l~l no o. rriss:ion , .lr . vus ic t:: n!:,n • During th~ summe~ of 1947, hen 

the llNSCOP W !:. S visitinc Isrn0l for the investi otion of fncts in rel tion 
0 o the 

problem, I h~d the good fortune or• several occ~sions, of mect i LS · r. Justic~ Rund. 

I will especi lly never forget the long talk re h nd e hot, ct ·~s in mornin~ on 

rount copus during- u visi to the hebrew T.Tn ivcrsity of '-Terus~l em . 1·.'r. ,Justice 

Rc.nd was seeking inform~tion abou the 1•:egev . iio wo.s c<"ncerned nu the Arb 

nom~ds who occupied the Negev. -Ther0 could they g; if the -egev were o.w rded to 

the J ews? Could the Jews maint , in the high t empo '? f development· r •. ustice R'lnd 

as e~ er for authentic reports. rte • nted first-h nd f acts. This qs a ense 

moment in the history of Israel: every eye as turned tow? rd this coTT1JT1issi n e.nd 

every Jewish resid~nt in Palestine wns anxious, even in a persona l way, to place at 

the dispos 1 of the mernb0rs of the cnmmission, all relevont facts. This moment saw 

the turning point in the strug le for liberty. And I am proud to say th.t Canada 

pl yed no sm 11 r rt in its sh~ ing. 

Let me ,;numer·. tt: som 0f the ways in which C" n9.d:t 's po rt wu s plo.yed: 

1. The Prime 1 inister wisely selected a m st outstr.nding jurist, ~r. 

Justice R~nd, to represent Co.nadn on !SC0f; 

2. fuen the committee was in dqnger of disruption through disagreement at 

Gen va, the man h was stron Jnou ht r ~lly e.nd unify thG coMJT1ittee about u 

constructive rec .mm~ndo.tion w~s 0ur Canadian r. Jus ice Rand. 'ever have I b~en 

so pr ud f bein a C nadian o.s when I learned the decitdve port played by :i r. 

Justice Rand in .SCOP . 



... 
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During this period und l ·:1 ter, frequent O'"'mmunications and briefs were pre­

ser tod to the Cabinet and to the rime ~inister by nur public rel~tions corr.mittee 

a·10 by the Canadian Palestine Co:rr.Jni ttee v•hich kept th0 Zionist case on Palestine '-~ 

tr\;.e perspective before the Canadian Government. The Canadian Palestine Conunittc ~ 

functi nned on a national scale and collabo:..·uted with the 'f orld Committee on Pa.le5. 

tine n f which Sir Ellsworth Flavelle was chairman and Mr • .herberta .Mow~t, assisb:nt 

to the chBinnun. Those were days of hurried trips to Ottawa, New York and ~ashing­

ton and oft6n to present Mr. Sharrett and other representatives of the Jewish A~ency 

to members bf our government. 

The pressure of those d&ys was greet beceuse we were in a state of constant 

emergency. Frequently I hcd the honour to head our deleGations to Ottawa and can 

affirm that irvariably the hearing bta ined was c0rdial and sympathetic. We had the 

satisfaction of see ing sour-d opir-i ns translated into action by Ca adien policy at 

the United Nntim s. Here the irrnrk f Mr. Pearson was conspicu<'us and distinguished. 

On the four-man working p~rty of the Ad Hoc Committee on Falestine, he was the 

guiding genius of U.S.A.-U.S.B.R. rapprochment on the Palestine problem. Both Mr. 

herschel Johnston of the State Department and Mr. s. Tsarapkin of the u.s.s.R. when 

in dis 6reement, would accept 1,r. Pearson's judQ71ent as final and vindicate it to 

their 0wn governments. Once ae;ain, through Mr. Pearson and through Arr. Ilsley who 

represented Canada on the Ad Hoc Committee, on alestine, Canada plcyed a leading 

part in the decision which touched on the destiny of the Jewish people. 

Suddenly came the atteck or the Yishuv, both before and after the declaraticn 

of the Jewish State. Never has a struggle been mnre unequal in point of arms and 

numbers. The dice of victory were loaded against Israel when six nations with 

modern armaments '",~td every military advantage launched P.n a 11 out offensive a~a inst 

the infant State of Isruel, disregarding their intern~ti nal ~bligati~ns as set 

f0rth in the U. : . 1~ one lmew wh t the nutcC"me wnuld be. The French and Italian 

Cebinets met and were prepbring to send ships to Tel Aviv t pick up the small 

Jewish remnant which might survive. They were anticipating nnnther Dunkirk, Every 

one was expecting the Jews would be pushed into the sea. But the Jews, without 

weapons other than Volotoff cocktails, Davidkas and bulk high explosives beat off 

the assaults f the enemy who were stunned by the ferocity and hernism of the resis­

tance they met. Let us pay tribute to the Her ism of these defenders. In the face 

of tremendous cdds they conquered the foe and thus wrote a page in Jewish histnry 

which for stirring qualities hbs n~ver been surpassed in the milenial annals of the 

Jewish people. A number of Canadian-born and Canadian-trained Jews served as volun­

teers in this struggle. Some fifty of them remained in Israel and are now endea­

vourin to build a new life in the Negev in a kibbutz to be named Shoshana, after 
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the lat e,, bel'"'ved R se DunkelrnAn. The Zionist 0r aniz. r-1t i n of Canada is d in, much 

t o firmly establjsh this ~i butz. 

The 0 ,er ence o f t:b,:; St -to of Israel w'.1s h• , ilcd y cv0 ry Cana.di n J cl'r - nd 

every libe rty-l ~ving Canndi '.ln ~ith the hi h enthusi ~sm mc rit0d y sn eprch- kin~ 

an evsnt. Two thnuso.nd yenrs of h0melessness h~-: d e nda d. An cvc:n 0f such si ni -

fic ar.ce t~ a pe~ple called fr ar prnpriate expressi n ~nd ce l ebr ~ti n. On ?' 0 y 14th, 

1948, spnntaneous ccl0br~tirns, por~des and prayers nf th3nkseiving f or the r e urn 

of Zirn burst forth on a scale and with a ferv rs ldnm sh'"'wn be f re in Can~d~ ~nd 

indeed, throughout thew rld. Thirty th usand Jews crnwded the streets 0 f T~r tn 

behind the Jewish banner to Ma ple Leaf Gardens where t en thousand were un blc n r,:1in 

admissi n. Similar crowds gathered in ,<'ntreal and Tinnipeg. Wherever a Je lish 

er munity existed in Canada, there a scene rf rejoicin r, 1s s onncted. The Je ish 

spirit was stirred and at these getherings ther0 wa s omple evidence th t n0n-J ewish 

hearts were .0ved t en ~ 

F~llo:inr the setting ~p 0 f the Government of Isr e l, the dorrs rf the h me­

land were opened :l•, . The c '"'ncontr~tion camps cf Cyprusj th concent r ati on c~m s 

of Europe; th8 'r ,c ll-h :- l es c f t} -e 1 nrld vere s oe ily c~ i ed . 'eA rly 250 , 000 Jews 

were ad ittod th~ firs yoQr. Tho spirit ,...f h0 Yishuv 1a s ~eGnific ~nt. Their 

he~ rts and rms 1Ne r e rpen nd they knev· 0nly f'ne •:: r d "sh r e" , "sh~t e", "sh'1 r e". 

The ir welcrme tr the t ens f h ,·s· .. nds nf wund::-. rin E . 0 ·Ns wh(1 h.,d seen 0nly C'"'ncen• u . 

trati on co.mps and sl ':1 v e-l3bnr g·~r.gs, prison di"ts and the e us0 .3 n cru lty mt-: ted 

"'U ~ cnptives, f ound in sunny Isrqel ~ virtua l - r'ldist::. tT e :ish Israe l's F<"'PU-

la i n ,A lm st doubl d in r0 yE: . rs, fnr there are n,.,w ever 1,000,000 J ews in Israe l. 

Th t .sk rf feedin~, cl r thint:, suprlyin· the edical need s of this br kc 

remnant was a huge rme. i .rld Jev ry, thr ugh the 1/forld Zi nist Org niz'l i r-n •- d 

the Jewish Ar.ency , functi '"'ninb very effich:ntly met this ch llen e . ,evu r were the 

Jes S" united, never w r e th~y s0 generous. Every Jew ,a n ed t h~ve the hC'nour 

an privile ,~ of sufpo~tin~ this couse. The Jeis 0f Isro 1 •h be-r the brunt nf 

his burden h~d t o pay for the c0st nf war amcun i ~ t a half illi 0n d~ll rs. 
'-""' 

The budget 0f he .Jewish Abency f or mo.intenancc , r ec onstructi n and c~l0niz ti0n 

has risen t~ ~vcr ~ qus r t~r nf ~ billi0n d 11 rs ~ y~ar . Th Zi onists had t . m bi­

lize maxi um s f0rt . The Zi r.nist 0rbanizatinn . f Ccn da rith its siste r rrgani-

z~ti n, Can di·n L ... e. d sse.h, wh,,., I nm hp y t C' s y re rt rf the z.o.c., in 1948 

c llected l"'Ver ,k,5 , 000 , 000 and purchased ith his ni ney, f<' n<l and clr1thing. In 

1949 0ve r ~4 , 000 , 000 in c~sh was r a ised. In the 1~ st six y nrs , his represents a 

gradual step-up fr m t ot.l inc ~me 0f l ss th :n ~1~000,000 frn. c llectirns. rur 

e ns s, c0nsidering the m ny dep~,rt ents of crk, have n t b en xces i e . I w-nt 

t r,.y particul'",r tribute tn Hymon Grover , wh h s been he spe r-hea.d 0 fund-
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r a isin -:. . With the F0rei t n Exchna ge C0ntr , 1 80 rd r , t;:ul~ ing th J trF.>nsfe r of 

dollnrs, the f 'We: ~1 ent n f Cr. r .•J dii h•, s 0rmi tt ..., d us .. - S t..r.. · f l"\ d and cl ("\thing n 

we hnve seen br-r .. l nr ds r f v:he!J. t, rr1eat, blonkets onu "::--; ri ~ tu r. l irr. l emcnts l tJ? Vu 

the se shnr es t . f C;c d Jnd cl r- the ' ,rd buil _ u the needy in I sr~~ l . T e E'"'Vc rn ent 

r f Canudu h&s been rr: cst he l ful by a ll win r, t x exernpti cn S ""' l r-ng s s the funs e re 

sp8~t in Cuna d · f r r f n~d ~nd cl nthing . 

With the vreo rinr, r. ff 0 f t he n r-ve 1 ty <"' f the Sto t e ~nd h0 f ::1 d • ng r-. f t he 

gl ~;;i .--ur r. f vict r ry , " l e have n 0ti~ ed o. r e l a:xsti r nd l ~psin6 fin e r e st . Th or e 

is a r; r c:J t deal ,..,f cnnft.si nn in the minds f J ews . The r e l ~ti ("\n ship f the '!/("lrl ri 

Zi nni s Or ganizati n t o the Sta t o r. f Isr~e l is uncle~ r . Nha t a r e the functi , ns ~r 

the Sta t e 11 f Israe l •ith r ec;ord t r s e tl~mc·mt ~nd mf1 irtnn~.nc6? .! ust whe r e is th 

line th t divide s the ~uthority nd r c sp0nsibility 0 f the State f Isr te l fr r the 

J e ish ii6ency? Are priv t inve stments nnd a r pea l d '"'na ti 0ns c mre itive 9 Ar c !-.m ri­

can J ews and Can~di an J e~s bec ause o f t he ir dr nn i ,n s , temp inr t • flucnce the 

p0litica l ~i .c rn .., f Isr~e l? Sh uld they? r~[,ve the G vernrnEmt !"I f Isr e l and the 

J ewish A£ency t h 1J ri ~ht to influenc e J evrish c0 unit l i f t., in the P.S. r..nd C9.nn.d ? 

Shruld the tw "' c; ~ ·-, fuv:i s , r . r .._,n Y..ayemcth n K r Gn h ... ye s r , be m6r (;t;;d ? h~ul 

h~r e be nnL bi, fu~ d , includi ~ cultura l ins i ins. f · r 11 he needs cf 

Israe l? Who. t i s the pr p1:;, r ri ~nt .. , i n 0 f Wnrl ,J e• r y t " th0 0 , , e c f Is r 'Je l? 

ili t · ry -: n f' ,... li tica. l vie r- rie s ~1h i ch 1,•rr•uld do 

thn\ s -.? nd J ews ... r E:: s ill in t he t 'ns i t c -:i ps in !$r"J.e l. J e s .... r e bv inb c r secuted 

in s ~M 3 :oslem c untrie s a lm---st a s b dly r s ih thl:'l hit l e r - d rr·i n ~ od c un ri c s • . 
The r e is a nev exodus, ple ~hn have liv din sl~ve ry r ~r th us~nds nf ye rs 

ar m?. rchinc toN tr d the ir fr ee d('lm. 'l\,•n hundred thnu s>; nd Jews wh h'l vc r e cen~ly 

beon S d tle d in Isree l h~vc nn yet been es blished n u se lf- sust inin bnsis . 

J e ish i r.dustry hus n ~t y e f nun it s f ~e . Th r e i s a gr eat sh r 1·e 0 f c~pi 91 . 

, hile e h ve an a rmistic e , we r.sve n ot y~t pe c . 

The pr e s~nt h~ndlin c f the J erusol ern issue by t he United i, ti ns is a 

threa t 0 the sucurity f 100 , 000 J e, s . It shnul be rn, n i . n~d he r e th~t , nmnngst 

the c nns ructivo ~t ~tem ·nt s in th~ G6ne r 1 Asse ~ l y i n r .nsitinn n he inte rnq­

ti on9 liz«:i ion l")f l lJ r us·.l h ,m, w s the vory irn1 r o.n , e s('und e by a Cano.di n 

repre sen , t i , ~, G~n . c· ~u Jht~n . In the exist ing situ~ i ~n , the r e must be n r e-

l xing c- f uff rt or l e ss ening of a ll ou su p r • Tho fl w f immi - r o i n c0 ti -

nue s hi gh l ev 1 . Th~ ~0rc f the Zi nis 0r 

he a o inrnent of J c ish St t e is n0t the fina l outc ~e nf Zi nism . Tntil every 

J , wh w nts ,0. en t o Isrr.:c l se l e ther ha s done s , h~ w .rk f Zi r nisrn 

r rn~j s . The re is dange r fa se - b c nd "" f l"'sinc the many a ccC'mplishments f 
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the pnst few ye~rs. 

\ e o.sk ourselves , how c n this work be c ntinued .,nd wh t must be the new 

orientation. fo heor about the d cline of the General Zior.ists, abou he inter-

ference by the Jev,; sh J.gency o.nd the Govern ent of the St r-. te of Israel in .!-.mericRn 

and Canadi~n ~ffoirs. '1e he9r thct the L bor Zionists should be strengthen d 

because hey c rres ond to the Mafai which is th leading party in the Gov r ment 

of Isr· el . 

At this point I -~iould like to make some observations 3bout the { rl 

Zionist Crr;anization . I have, in the yeurs of close work, noticed cert in wea k­

nesses in its framework und before my retirement would like, in :: 11 humility, to 

me.ke some suggestions . I believe the whole set-up r,nd organiz-:. ion on party lines 

of tho world org~nizntion should be ch ... nged . The Executive of the Jewish Agency 

has been foll 1ing a p~ttern which is not ap licubl~ to-duy. In the pest, its 

methods may have worked but v,e are now in a different era, with u ne. set of circum­

stances, I fe9r for the future of our ovrn z.n.c. I warn this org niz '-,tion of n 

imminent reril. The encourage ~nt ~nd active su port giv ,n the Labor Zionists b 

political gr us outside of Canad~ cun only lad n g~ ate~ party consciousn ss 

for all Zionist p~rties . 

Will this s~rve the est interests of Zionism ?I believe the w~rl Zi nist 

m vemen ust et he next c n6r ss, ~ipe ou the pt, rty lines in the Dius or'l . 'lie 

must work ~ ~~ end. The z.o.c. has been th vehicle of the Vorld Zi nis Orgcni­

zation in Canad~ , serving all Zionists and around which, all ,~o lace Zionism 

above the p rty, can rally . By our ccnstitution, every Jew who co tribut s five 

dollars to the i . J . -. • is memb 1.,; r of the z.c.c. We hve no tried to xert in the 

Jewish L ency or in tha World Zionist Congress, an influence pro ortionate to our 

str( n , h nd v lue . h~ve not cone rned ourselv s rith poli ics, but h~ve be~n 

sotisfie to cnllect lar e sums of money o o what e could in o public reln ions 

way on' o educate Jewish youth to the import~nce of Zi nism, without mnkin ex~c­

ting dem~nds as to how the money is s en in Isrnel,whether Ko i , ~a m, Revi­

sionist, G neral Zionis or izrqchi got th benefit . 

I am a reat admirer of Mr . Ben Gurion and his eovernmen but his ccusing 

note "h~nds off, no meddlin in ur olitics" i greatly resented. I w uld really 

like o know ho is doin the med ling . le do resent activ~ in ~rferdncc y the 

Je rish ~gcncy in the u on y of elect d bodi~s, such as th--- z.o.c. We believe the 

ime h s ~rrivG f0r u reor6a iz 1ti n of the Viorld Zionist Or enizution ~nd the 

basis of is c ns i ution, th t ull parties outsidu of Isr el e nbolishe , hq 

there e but one fe r~ ion which sh 11 include all Zi nists who wish o ork to­

{;ethcr f r Israel nd th 1t the people of Isr el t ke coGniz ·nee of his . Vfo feel 
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the shekel, ns the budge of a Zionist is ou ~~ted and not honest but is, n he 

contr3ry, a me~ns of party manipulation .~bl 3 ~~11 r~l5t1c~lly-minded roups 

to get control of the World Zionist Cr~ niz~tion. It is c li ling, impractic'll 

and unnocessnry t . ·o out 8. this d'Jte ::.n r dle sh•~ 1<els. I s:- lieve thqt, if the 

pa rty system is _is cd upon us, the Zionist movem n will be greatly we'lkc ed . 

Those who ~r e scekinb ~e survival of Zionis cannot afford the luxury of party 

divisions, party qu~rrels add endless party debates. This may have b n a h s 

in the development of the Zionist movement in Europe. The z.o.c. is a unique in­

strument, which is sui generis and may be a p~ttern f~ world Zionism. In our 

development through the years, we hr.ve grown into a body which is unified and 

effective, doing maximum work for Zion. V.e regret the influences creeping in nd 

attempting penetration which are encourrged from outside. We must dedic~te our­

selves to maintaining our unity and our autonomy: what we have built over the ye rs 

is precious to us. 

Lnst June I atten• ed tne sessions of the Actions Cormr.ittee in Jerusalem. 

I was distresse by what I s~w there. I rss made aware that the strug le for p~rty 

position occu ied a most prominent place in he deliberat ions of this body. I was 

critical of the Jewish Agency. iliile there is much to be prrised in the St~te of 

Israel und th~ \i.z.o. for the great work done, I f eel that the administration could 

have been ore effective. It is more than interestin6 to note that money raise 

largely by business men is ~dministered y an executive, of ·1hich not even one 

member~ has been r ecruited from the business world. Yet this ody is dealing with 

annu 1 budget cf 200,000,000. During the last two ye rs, I have been privileged 

to sit at sessions of the J eNish Arency in Ner York, as a courtesy deleg~te, without 

vote. I have found th~t, while the' ork of the Jewish gency h s im roved, especial­

ly in he 1st six months, never heless, I h ve very often left those meetings with 

the fe 8ling th t the art of deb~te is more im ortnnt thun the rt of ndministr~tion. 

eople • t lost in talk; delays and postponements are costly. If the amount of time 

were pu into dministr tive effort that is put into t a lk, the results unques ion­

ably would be different, The J wish Agency (American Sec ion) is elected on party 

b~sis by ~he ~ .z.o. at the World Zionist Concress. Examine its com osition nd you 

will find party orators tt ining the hibhest positions. Does the Je ish Agency 

represen the American Je· ?Has it a right to be h final uthority for fund­

rnising in Americ ? It is my humble opinion th t the re is a gre t luck of democrncy 

in this system. I hoe I nm no isunderstood. I admire m ny of the peopl in th 

Ag ncy Executive ut they ure p rt of machinery hat should e revised. 

I believe Canadian Je •ry h s cquitte itself nobly nd C n da has sig­

nific~n par in th ores ion of th Jewish St te, Dut there is still much to be done. 

We are tryin to hrin Israel and C nada closer together; two bus ions of democracy 



in different parts of the rorld. Israel already is an important customer of Cnn dn. 

Lore than $10,000,000 worth of goods were shi !~- from Cunnda to Isrnel in th firs~ 

10 months of 1949. Trade rel tions ~st be expnnd0d nnd strengthened. z.o.c. 

has an office in Israel under the ble dir ction of .r. A. Friedbut who has helpe 

sho·n Israel to the many visitors from Canado, who has b en a friend and guide of 

the sol iers and pioneers who have settled in Isruel. lie has served s A cnt­

Genral of the z.o.c. with great distinction. He has helped promote tr~de and 

invBstment and is at the service of every person who has this type of interest in 

Israel. I reg rd his office as an important link between C nad and Isr el. 

I have always ~aintained that it is not enough for Zionists to give money 

to Isr el or to£ ~ there as tourists . To-dayisr ael , to be come self-sufficicn, needs 

Chalutz cnpitel, needs investments. Zionists must not be critical of those who have 

inves ed mone.r in Israel. There is no conflict between chPrit~ble donations and 

investments. The more thnt g es into investments, the more self-sufficient Israel 

will become and the less dependent upon charitable gifts. 

There is e finite need in Isr'.lel for Canad ian Jewish settle rs. ThJy re 

needed for th ir vita lity and the ir western orld skills. They would prove needed 

counte rweibht in the population of Isr el to the l~rr,e numbers of roken nd h ndi­

capped Jewish gr,. duates of the concentr&tion corr.ps and of Hitler's shatterin terror. 

Even if persons of speciul skills and talen s 6 0 only for five ye~rs,they c~n m ke a 

contribu ion of the hi hcst v~lue. 

It is a historical f ct that for 2500 ye rs the eo le f Erctz Israel h~ve 

drawn Great stren th, economic and cultur~l from the Jews of th~ Diasporn . Even 

during the second commonwe 1th he co .. u itics of the Di~s 0r3. we r e gre t centres 

of culture and ac ually contained more Jews than the lan of Israel. Un ue isola­

tion of the people in Israel may constitute a menace even to their Jewishn ss and 

any atti tu e ei tr-er vri hin or AJi thout which sets too ri 6i lines or barriers be :1een 

the Jews of Israel a the Jews of the Dias ora ay well be a sympton of eril an 

weakness to the Je•1ish orl coM .u ity, I is rell o remeM er that., ever since 

the Babylonian ca tivity, the great ulk of the ers have live outside the land 

of Israel. 

In conclusion, 1 • ·ould like to say th t I have been v ry happy and proud 

to have been your r si ent during this triu phant p rio when the Jewish sate has 

been es ablished. I have seen our work expan in every di r ection . There were i .e 

when our trials and tribulations were very grim; there ere mom nts of grea acrieve­

ment. I have served this orgunization to the best of my abili y and whil I know 

there h ve been many shortcomings, I h pe you ill bear in min that this h s been 

a p rio of un recedented aotivi Y• There were duys u on days and we ks upon weeks 

when one w s completely overwhelmed by the pr ssure of vents. 
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My term will now run out. I want to thank 11 of you for your great co­

operation. I w t especially to pay tribute t0 thv mem crs of the Executive , to 

~r. M. Garber, Na ional Vice-President, to th0 Vic~-Pres i10nts, Mr . E.E. Gelber, 

1;r. H. Batshnw, i r . s.J. Dr-::rnhe and .r, J .n. DowerJ to the R•.:. 6 i mil Chair .en, to 

the Nationa Tre• ,surer , 1.~r . H. Gro-;er f()r his wholehearted devotion, to R b~i J e ss 

Sch.-.rartz, our Di ector , to ·':r. D.S. Tschertok_. Director of J .N.F. to r. A • Arpel, 

assistant to Rebbi Schwartz nd to a ll the members of the st· ff who he.ve iven so 

much of themselves durin0 this difficult period. 

I could not -llow this p ortunity to pnss without ivinb special tribute 

to Cana ian Hadassah and its President , Mrs . H. Sinbcr. Our work could not have 

reache the pinnacle it did were it not for the cooperation and the effort of 

Canad i ~n Hadassah , which is pnrt of the z.o.c. Somet ime s Esdnssah h~s taken the 

lead r nd gone he'd of the moverrient, sometimes it kep in line with it but a lwQys 

togethe r "Ne have gone forw~rd. I hope t his r e lationship vrill continue . I fe l 

great prise is due Cunudian Hadu ss h. I lmow of no other Cnn<dian women's move­

ment which is s o w.Jll ort; •:..tnized and mobilized . The J . 1 .F. under r.~rs. A. R9£:insky's 

chairm~nship ~ &d Younc Judaea , o , have made r eat pr [ r c ss in the l ost to years 

and I hnpe they ,, .: 1 go from s r -...,nrth to str nc h. I lm 

tied in Yith thd rr ~ h cf thes e tro units. 

the future f Zionism is 

Ir thJ cours e of history, s we loo~ ack , the sustaininc force of the 

J e ish people h~ s been it s ze~l for cul ure, bo n of the ne~,l for the preserv~tion of 
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to the invc .1 n f new ~fbrs ivc weapons which pr vi ed Isr e l's "rscn'll 11 r ,re l 

w~ll- equi ed armi es . he J.D bimah an the: Gren . ympL ny 1 ye vury ni ht 

dur·n htl w~r , ven un •r a ir a ck, to C \ Qcity au i enc s . The s~ul _f Isr~el 

a s vi r on . The spiri hid o c fe in i us f r r ou ES str~ss . Fr he e 
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here c~n be no lif - without sue sriritu 1 s· is~ ions . H w hercfore, c ::i ·, . 

who orE- now r e0r ientinr Dnd r ev'"'luc.ti •: Zi0r isr .. h ·.•1 cc..n we esc::tpe t;ivin ~ pr0cc. 

dence t . the cu l tur ~l ~ev8lof~en s nf Isruel 

There is r ei 1 d'Jn~er in a y cntmtr y p- ssinf thr u,_,h th :, r,i (;c,rinc s ·) c , 

h,}t ,.,...:. teri~ 1 pr oblt3ms mii;ht become u 11- £-hsorbinr. This con c ffst.-

rre:.i.t....,r support f the cultur al instituti ns in Isrnel . The IitJb r (::v: U iv rsi • ust 

becr,me th8 U .ivt-rsi y of the Jenish 60 le , the cent r e of iiebruic interp t, .. " i0n j 

the centre of th<J flnwering of .ru, sism and the 1~cnius of the Je 1. The ~:t3iz: n 

Institu e T!'u s t b,_~r .. c the .:e cc·~ cf science, i; here r ese:i rch ~inJ stu y will mnu r. 

lcftie s he i ,h s f crir-:ir.~ li ty nd er ~'.i i vi ty . 

Fnr -the tr.ir ~ ,ir.:. •:., in our hi st cry the T t i " S .'J .Te ret lrnt;rl t J he! i r h0 .t.: l· •nrJ. 

C "'Uro.ge onJ or ir: ,j r i t-i bl ,.:; v,d 11 ,... 1 i ve un to r~cre::ite tht.; tori sh , •••. , ✓, br u:--h 

therr. back t. Lre z Isr':l e l . This 1' r,a~ic un-1 triu .ph n s iri • ·ill c rry tr.cm fnr ­

• ar,J anJ I am co fi (}..,r. t wi 11 brin.~~ fr--rth r.n ! sr- 1 , 1is~ , creP i v0 , re: vc in ,·1::me ­

r ous , 1hich will st t,; . ~tr. r,. h0 f'- c, '.:.n-:1 r'1mC't~ the 11 .c lf'}.ro nf ~·inkin • 



. Why 

Zionism 

ow? 

By 
LESTER B. COREN 



Why 
Zionism Now? 

By 

LE TER B. HE 

ember Of The 

ational Executi e Committee 

ZIO I T O G IZ TIO O A ERICA 



0 ? 

THE • e e of th of ll"ra ], the hirtl of the 
t!1ir . wi h Co~monwe~lth ml I ra l admi • 
10n mto the mt d ah • , 

ated in th mind of many p opl h 
of Zioni m. 

The truth i that Zioni m tod • n 
"a when th • . • rted in 1897. Z 

maril an • d ti 
- · . . · • · • i - l t'\ 

. . 
. 1ona 
o r nd 
a t 
i • . itiz l 

1 trmdtbe· m 
lo • (J" • • m the lraditi '· . o 

y a i ~nrl tb - uni ;V r~al _ _ r 
pro 

To .- • '1e noble purp 
tat a .. i ·,,j tal to , foni 

I ra I a , ~ _. Zioni u ootinu 
motivati • • • 

Zio 
.. • h 

h 
b 

from t Id and 
th on ·· · • tra ed nt 
deri ed raordi fa-
nati a] zeal which final 
imJ>O • • ta le r 
i to 

omp llin r in tin t of ti r lut o a - 1., a a ·­
ter of our ovement wa p opl fghtin(l' for ·t Ii£ 
and i det rmined ur e for na ion al gr atne , over•­
eignt and fre expr ion of it "eniu . 



f ch tuff hav n th great movem nt of o-
• al or national l"h r nd uc 1 i the e entia) 

for the tirrin(J' eYent at 
odu ed r volution-

J , ard 

di t 
of on o 

tion . 



Diaspora Jew mu t mov forwa1·cl on ti ir 1·oad· t 1 r 
i no oinfY hack. 

The Zioni t lution in J wi h lif w· I "0 on. t: 
fore annot h d . • rth r prog1· , l j)l 
ma any d> o , . 
ma aim up ul 

v onary o 
th , • 
u a 

of t 
of ol 
po de 
tio of our prop 

a ar to om th p o 
,,rill h ave to tanrl g 

t to the building u11 of 
ical 11~engd1 ol I 1·i el, o 

1oral and mat -rial 0Miga1 
he J«w i h people- a 1, ' he 

t effod on tl1e p,art of , 
d )arc e Ameri , ' 

b d , J wi~y tha 
or,,a ·m thi I i. 
of n han 
fi rfor 
tl a of 

w • h • t • • of 
a n ·n to 

jo r o i t 
h· ld n inv tor . . . cl. 

Th tid f • • «ratio 30 000 
p th i~110 trem • nd a 
a onom1 on 
h nm the h a f I 
mu t alway h pt open to a - ·. f 
it or oth r1 i e, want to o there. Th nomy of 



I rael mu t be developed to the point that Jews an 
,ea ily he ah orhed thcr and continue to live there iu 
ecurity. 

The tat of I ra I mu t <~ontinue to he a ourc of 
pride and in piration not only for the Jew re iding in 
I ra I but for Je all o, r the world who are bound by 
pir·tual ti with I rael It mu the the avowed purpo e 

of th tat to pro e to th world tltat J wi h culture, 
·u ti e and ·one pt of o iety can con rihut m h 
more to th 11-b ino- of th wl ole world. 

t a tim wl h ~.. rlc • in dire need of new 
m hod for t 1 olution of it burning o • a prohl m , 
we a all d upon to ·ontribut to th r I ahilitation 
of one of th o t ha kward a ea • on earth. 

P opl o l -ra Jew hroughout the orld 
n ed a Zioni t mo h " h u ontinue to fo t r 
an ulti at th h i on pt and pre rv he 
act al pi ·tual and , ult ral u it of he J i h p opl 
... both it , in th ho nrlari of the tat of I ra I and 

r I Jew Ii , who ar ~ aware of th ir J w· h-
n 

• nd a • ultural d -
r1 an 

o e reian 
t n own 

n 11 
1 ro t of 

Je d po , ho 
wi e r re. 

h moder • • o e nt, in a dition to he-
in a formidahl oraaniza ion, a r kindl d 
our Jewi I o ha tr nathened our feelin" 
of on ing, ha our intere tin J wi h h1 tory, 
re n and ult rn Zionism has b nan int -
gr lement of the Jewish way oj life; not merely a tem-



porary political plat/arm. Modern Zioni m ha r viv d 
Jewi h culture here in meri a and throuult ut th 
world ... ha relea ed it creati • f r . Zioni t aim 
ar , in their ery nature, a ternal a th J wi h peopl • 
and the r pon ihilit for their pur uit and f urtl ran • 
can never he finally di har d. 

To mobiliz th m ri an J in 
upport of I ra 1 and to wor f ival of th 
m rican Jewi h ommunity th r"anization 

of ... meri a ha mhark d on a n oni m I • 1 

all for man more r ol 1tionary 1 an,,. n our th· -
ing and plannin« hi h i b in« _ pr d in th foll 
• ng omprehen i Zioni t pro(rram of a tion: 

ly 
mn 
f J 
part 

a • h 
£Ira 
ion oft 

• olitical 
DC oft 
olit· 

tat j 
rn n 

R I 

uch political paration do not impl 
an e of the clo cultural and r Ii iou bond i tin., b -
tw en the Ameri an Je i h ommunity and th J wi h 



community of I rael. The bond have e i ted long be-
fore the Ii menl of Jewi h late and will con-
tinu t a on<r a J ev rywher will h linked 
h a i hip main ri ino· a n e of om• 
m nd tradition. ·me in o er 
20 rica • • , 
h to 
r o t t 
t r V • 

al ouht. In t I 
L -
va 
f l "} 

t 
f 

of 
h ir ad -
ltu al :·n­
rd of }if 

d nu n land al o 
I atiooa 1 

• h a· f mall oan o i ti 1n 

to aid ma er and u m man ho 
0 th Ott 

f o l r a h • • . er pr ram f a 
t ' O fam hon for n•ra r din u] 
·n•r. 

6. • • • • itutio 
th all man. 

I 
1 

I tud nt , 
o tiz n of 

a about 
• 1 In 



ORK I 

Toe tahli 
Information rvi 
full information on 

tat to 
mot th 
m rce. 

2. To f r Am 
fo • traininO' and 

2. T 
thu tr D" l n e 

3. 0 

pul Ii ation 
·n portant J 

t 

in th n a Z I r I 
. . . an i mt ill • 

lif in th J 
ii al h I 

rican tra a 

ri ·a nu1 an I , , Ul D 

~or r 1. 
ili-

ancl 

• h 
on 

6. o oop ra ith oth r 
1 a and in I ra ·n d f n of J 



matt r of ommon con em. The e tabli hment of the 
State of I rael i already proving to be the areatest ingle 
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MINUTES OF NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL, ZIONIST ORCANIZATION OF AMERICA, 
___ HE_LD_ AT THE HOTEL WALDORY-A.STORIA, N ~ Y., S~A..J..z. lt'EBRUARY 5 z 1950 

The meeting of the National Administrative Council was opened by Rudolf G. 
Sonneborn, Chairman, who welcomed the members and guests. 

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: 

Dr. Sidney Marks reviewed the organization's activities throughout the 
country. He revealed there were definite indications of an upswing in the over­
all picture during t},e last few months. Membe~ship has well passed the 100,000 
mark and > while the total is still behind that of last year, recent monthly in­
creases have exceeded those of the same period the previous year. Likewise, 
receipts to date for the American Zionist Fund are better than the preceding 
year. However, Dr. Marks warned against a sense of complacency, stressing the 
need to maintain at leaot this level of increase in membership and fund-raising 
in the months ahead. 

Dr. Marks then covered briefly the other activities of the ZOA, including 
its cooperation with American Zionist Council, JNF, UFA, etc. 

In concluding, the speaker paid tribute to the leadership and guidance of 
Mr. Benjamin G. Brawdy, Acting President during Mr. Frisch's visit to Israel, and 
expressed appreciation to national chairmen, their committees, and the ZOA staff 
for their cooperation. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 

Mr. Abraham P.edelheim, N3.tional Membership Chatrman, outlined activities 
which have resulted in a satisfactory increase in total membership figures. New 
membership literature, special bills, the Membership Proclamations by the Mayor 
of New York and other communities, all have helped to stimulate Membership. He 
voiced appreciation to all those who have helped make this improvement possible 
and urged that there be no let down now. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST FUND: 

In the absence of Mr. Jacob Lukashok, National Chairman, Dr. Marcus 
Levinson rendered a brief report. The total income to date has exceeded that of 
last year with many new Federations and Welfare Funds including allocations to the 
AZF for the first time. However, Dr. Levinson cautioned that the final outcome of 
the campaigns in New York City, Philadelphia and other large cities, which have 
not yet taken place, will largely determine the ultimate success for the entire 
year. 

In thanking the districts for their support, the speaker stressed the need 
for a successful AZF, thereby ensuring the means whereby the ZOA can fully • 
implement its many projects. 

SHEKEL: 

Mr. Harry Cohen, National Chairman, revealed that, despite all efforts 
which heretofore have proven successful, the shekel campaign this year was not 
progressing as well as anticipated. He enumerated the various steps which have 
been taken, such as special meetings, printed material, newspaper ads, etc. and 
analyzed some of the factors which he believed have adversely affected the sale 
of shekolim. He was hopeful, however, that the improvement in the membership 
situation and the postponement of the Congress until December would be reflected 
in a corresponding improvement in the shekel campaign. Mr. Cohen expressed the 
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conviction that the sale of shekolim wa~ important not only because it would make 
possible a maximum ZOA d~lega-t ,ioh :t6' the World Zionist Congress, but because its·· 
inherent Zionist e~uca.t"ional . pr·ogram" was helpful for a better understanding ·of . . . . . 

the ultimate aims of Zionism.· 

MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT PROJECT: . _ 

Many Posy, in behalf of Mr. Daniel Trotzky, National Chairman of the 
Machinery and Equipment Project for Israel, _read Mr. Trotzky 's report in which he 
outlined some of the acttvities· whith have· ·been initiated on a nation-wide scale. 
Chairmen have been· appointed ·and campai_gns launched. Reports at hand indicate 
that more than $70,000 w:orth· of e·quipment has already been received, and· tne first 
shipment of va.lua.ble 'materials ~s been sent to Israel. 

Mr. Trotzky was ·hope"fui ·that ·tlie ·goal of two million dollars of equipment 
in the next two-month. perio~ would 1:1e· realized. He called upon the Zionist member­
ship to lend its fuli- support· to the· campaign, which has enlisted the cooperation 
of many peopl,e heretofore unidentified with the ZOA. 

• • • • • I f ~ 

AMERICAN ZIONIST YOUTH COMMISSION: 

Dr. Morton Robbins, who was recently appointed Chairman of the AZYC told of 
its program and activities. He stressed the primary role of youth. in developing 
a strong ZOA. _ One of the impo~tant plans now under consideration was the unifica­
tion of all youth activities under 'one roof with one director, Dr. Robbins· sta·ted. 
A full report will be · pres·ented at a · subsequent meeting. 

EDUCATION: 

Dr. Marks read the report ·of Professor Abraham Katsh, National Chairman of 
the ZOA Commission on Culture and Education. Dr. Katsh stated that the forthcoming 
issue of The New Palestine will · include a special supplement devoted to problems 
of education arui' urged that ZOA districts devote their March meetings to a discus­
sion of Jewish education an_d the. vital role of the ZOA in this field. He pointed 
out that a well balanced and successful ZOA education program was predicted ·on the . 
thinking and opinion of Zionists throughout the country·, rather than as a result 
of the deliperations of a s~ll commi~tee meeting in New Jork City. 

Dr. Katsh reported .that, as a direct effect of the leadership of the ZOA 
in the educational field, a National· Association of Teachers of modern Hebrew ·1n 
colleges and universities will be organized shortly. It is expected that this body 
will serve as a clearing house of -inforUJl;ltion and will constitute a valuable spear­
head for the establishment of Chairs and Departments or Hebrew and Hebrew Culture 
in institutions of Higher learning. 

Dr. Katsh also indicated that emphasis by the ZOA on the widespread learning 
of Hebrew has served to stimulate other groups, Zionist and non--Zionist, to renewed 
activity. 

In concluding, the Education Chairman expressed his appreciation to the 
members of his committee, and to the Education Department staff and all those 
associated with the implementation of this activity. 

REMARKS OF MR. BROWDY: 

Mr. Benjamin Browdy, Acting President, reviewed the diverse activities of 
the ZOA and the complexities of its operations, which be indicated were not easily 
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comprehended by the average Zionist member. He paid warm tribute to the ZOA staff 
in the planning and carrying out of its far-flung activities, and praised the 
devoted, day-by-day guidance of the President in furthering the goals of the 
organization. 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND: 

Dr. Harris Levine, ZOA Chairman on JNF, spoke of the recent proposal, pro­
jected by a committee appointed by the American Section of the Jewish Agency, for 
the unification of Zionist Funds--Keren Kayemeth and Keren Hayesod. He endorsed 
the stand taken by Mr. Frisch while he was in Israel, who,he said, had urged a 
postponement of action until such time as the various bodies in the United States 
would have an opportunity to discuss this question fully and present thelr mature 
judgment to the Zionist Congress. 

Dr. Levine then referred to the arrangement arrived at by the ZOA and the 
JNF toward the financing of the two ZOA colonies to be built in Israel. He urged 
that ZOA districts intensify their efforts for JNF collections so that the full 
quota agreed to by the two organizations may be realized. 

ZOA HOUSE IN ISRAEL: 

Fred Monosson, Chairman, who just returned from Israel, reported on the 
construction of the ZOA House. He stated that General Zionists in Israel have 
agreed to raise bl5,000 to help furnish the House, and praised the fine spirit of 
cooperation existing between General Zionists in Israel and American Zionists. He 
told of his meetings with high government officia l5, including Pres ·'dent Weizmann, 
Premier Ben Gurion and others, all of whom expressed satisfaction with the soli­
darity evident in the Zionist movement in this country. 

Mr. Monosson then described the ceremonies pertaining to the laying of the 
cornerstone of the House in Tel Aviv, and stressed the vital role the House is 
destined to play in the upbuilding of Israel. Mr. Monosson illustrated his talk 
with moving pictures of the event, after which the meeting adjourned for luncheon. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

The meeting reconvened at 2:15 P.M. with Mr. Sonneborn, Chairman of the 
Administrative Council, in the chair. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

Mr. Paul Kaminsky, Chairman, presented a comprehensive review of the finan­
cial position of the ZOA. He pointed out that the Finance Committee had found it 
necessary to reduce the budget and that this had impose a reduction in the program 
and activities of some ZOA departments. 

Although the ZOA is now in a liquid position, Mr. Kaminsky stated there had 
been a reduction in the income. In view of this, it was decided to curtail and, 
in some cases, eliminate some ZOA subventions. He added, however, that this did 
not imply any loss of interest in those particular projects and expressed the hope 
that, when finances permitted, the matter of subventions would be reviewed. 

Mr. Kaminsky ended his report on a note of caution against any slackening 
of activity, particularly in view of the approach of the Spring and Summer months 
when income normally drops. He paid tribute to the guidance of the president, to 
the members of the Finance Committee and to the finance office. 
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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT: 

The Chairman called on President Daniel Frisch, who had left a sickbed in 
order to render a personal report of his visit to Israel. The assembly arose and 
applauded Mr. Frisch for several minutes. 

Before reading his prepared report, the President expressed satisfaction 
that the decline in membership and fund-raising had been arrested. He voiced 
the hope that the ZOA would gain in strength and once again recapture the full 
position and impact which it held in Zionist and Jewish life in America prior to 
the establishment of the Jewish State. 

In his report (the full text of which has since been distributed) the 
President stated he had gone to Israel on a two-fold mission: to strengthen the 
bonds between American Zionists and the State of Israel, as well as to ascertain 
the chances for the ZOA to fj_nd for itself an area of useful operations. He re­
ported considerable progress has been made in the direction of a better understand­
ing of the problems of American Jewry and the role which the ZOA can play in the 
building of the Jewish State. 

The President reported that concrete arrangements have been made with the 
Colonization Department of The Jewish Agency for building the two ZOA colonies. 
He announced that, in accordance with plans agreed upon between the ZOA and the 
Colonization Department of the Agency in Jerusalem, registration of American young 
men and women applying as settlers in the first of the two ZOA colonies, will 
begin in April of this year. A special committee will be set up by the ZOA in 
consultation with the Agency. 

As a result of a survey of social services in Israel, Mr. Frisch recommended 
a loan of $100,000 out of Life Membership funds to Mifde Ezrachi, the Construction 
and Small Loan instrument of all General Zionist groups in Israel. 

He also reported the unification of the two major Kupat Holim of the two 
General Zionist groups in Israel. To strengthen this unit, the president proposed 
that blO,OOO be given to this new group, from the half million dollar fund the 
ZOA is to receive, and to send over medicines, surgical instruments, etc., badly 
needed in Israel. 

In the field of General Zionist education, the President offered two 
projects, one in Israel, the other in America. He stated he had ma.de arrangements 
for a summer seminar to take place under ZOA auspices at Magdiel, a General Zionist 
colon~ to be attended by about twenty-five young people from the United States. 
Simultaneously, a seminar will be held at the Plugat Aliy~h General Zionist chava 
at Wappingers Falls, New York. Mr. Frisch commented here that the ZOA "is deter­
mined to do a great job on chalutziut; we have never differed on aims, only on the 
method." 

Plans are being concluded for the setting up of the Israel-ZOA Information 
Service, to give general information to the public as well as specific information 
concerning all phases of Israel. 

He then told of the laying of the cornerstone of the ZOA House in Tel Aviv 
in the presence of high government officials and a great mass of the populace. He 
thanked Mr. Monosson, Chairman, for his great share in the outstanding success of 
this undertaking. 
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The President expressed the opinion that the ZOA House would serve as a 
symbol of the unity of world Jewry. He said, '~f, through the ZOA House in Israel, 
and the other ZOA projects now on the way to being implemented, we can bring about 
unity of purpose out of diversity of views and harmony of action out of factional 
discord, we shall indeed have done our part, and future generations shall call 
us blessed. " 

Referring to the program for the democratization of Jewish communities, the 
President reported he was hopeful of finding a chairman and committee members, who 
would be adequate to deal with this important problem; the names will be announced 
shortly. 

At the conclusion of his report, Mr. Frisch added his observations on a 
recent press dispatch indicating that the Jewish Agency was contemplating a cur­
tailment of immigration into Israel. Having attended the sessions of the Agency 
at which this matter was discussed, Mr. Frisch said this interpretation was in­
correct. He explained that its intent was to arouse world Jewry to the pressing 
need of raising the funds necessary to keep the doors of Israel open. 

DISCUSSION: 

Before opening the general debate, the Chairman, Mr. Sonneborn, appraised 
the present Zionist situation in the light of events since last June. He spoke 
of the manifold problems imposed on the new State by the burden of unrestricted 
immigration, the situation created by the supply of arms to Arab countries, and 
the delicate problem of the internationalization of Jerusalem. 

In View of the perilous position in which Israel now finds herself, he 
urged that differences of opinion and criticism be overlooked at this time of 
danger to Israel's future and called for a union of effort in behalf of Israel. 

Mr. Kabatznick, of Boston, then introduced a resolution, seconded by accla­
mation, that the National Administrative Council accept the President's report, 
with appreciation for his leadership and labors. 

This resolution was followed by the introduction of three resolutions by 
Dr. Marks, all of which were seconded. 

(1) That the Finance Committee of the ZOA be authorized, after proper 
investigation and the completion of satisfactory arrangements, to lend the sum of 
$100,000 to Mifde Ezrachi for a period of ten years; (2) That the NAC express its 
unalterable opposition to the modified internationalization plan for Jerusalem, as 
proposed by the president of the United Nations Trusteeship Council;(3) That the 
NAC voice its '~rofound shock and grief at the shipment of arms by the British to 
Egypt and other Arab countries, and appeal to the President of the United States 
to use his voice ..... that this be stopped." The resolution instructed the ZOA 
representatives on the American Zionist Council to press for a large scale national 
educational program against th~ shipment of arms to Arab states. 

Upon the suggestion of Dr. Neumann, the two resolutions of a political 
nature (2 and 3) were put to an immediate vote and adopted unanimously. Action on 
the other two resolutions was postponed until a full discussion had transpired. 

Dr . Neumann: 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, the first speaker, introduced his remarks by under­
lining certain areas of unity and agreement, particularly those relating to the 
Government of Israel and the need to lend it full support. 
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He then voiced protest., as a former president and member of the Inner 
Committee, that major questions of policy have been announced without due consul­
tation. This, he said, puts the leaders in the difficult position of having to 
approve action already taken in order to avoid the appearance of repudiating the 
administration. 

He reviewed events since the convention. He stated that, although many 
programs have been projected, the ZOA had not yet solved certain fundamental prob­
lems, such as making the organization a dynamic force in the community, particu­
larly in relation to Israel's development. He felt that the primary objective of 
the ZOA lay in the field of its relationship to Israel and stressed what he be­
lieved should be major proJects--fund-raising, public relations and political 
action. 

The speaker deplored that there did not seem to be collective responsi­
bility, representing the various points of vi.ew, in the formulation of Zionist 
policy. This, he recalled, was a primary consideration at the time the coalition 
was achieved at the last ZOA convention. He cautioned against the continuation 
of a policy which asked for approval after pronouncements had already been made 
without consultation or discussion. 

Continuing, the speaker expressed regret that Dr. Silver had also not been 
consulted, particularly in the sphere of political activity. He viewed this a 
serious mistake in view of Dr. Silver's long experience in the leadership of the 
movement during the political battle culminating in the establishment of the 
Jewish State. He believed the adverse decision on Jerusalem might have been 
averted had the American Zionist Council not allowed itself to become weakened. 

Concluding, Dr. Neumann emphasized that American Zionists are now facing • several issues--within the World Zionist Organization, the World Confederation, 
its relationship to the State, to fund-raising, as well as in the political field. 
He urged that there be a united organization with the best minds working together 
on basic problems. 

Rabbi I. Usher Kirshblum, president of the Long Island Region, led a number 
of other speakers, including Rev. Martin Adolf, Dr. Marcus Levinson, Harry Cohen, 
Samuel Markoff, Herman Bernstein, Abraham Kay and others, who warmly defended the 
position of the administration. Replying to the charge that the ZOA had failed 
to consult others on matters of policy, it was pointed out that whereas previous 
administrations had not consulted the rank and file, this administration ha.d 
instituted such a policy and that this cri.ticism of non-consulting had likewise 
been levelled against previous administrations. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein: 

Dr. Goldstein told of his recent visit to Israel and described the laying 
of the cornerstone of the ZOA House which he attended. He said this event had 
created a deep impression upon the entire community of Israel and praised the 
building of the House as a credit to the administration. He also told of the 
founding of Kfar Schmuel, a General Zionist colony, named in honor of 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Discussing the General Zionist situation in Israel, Dr. Goldstein called 
for the recognition and support of both General Zionist groups; the ZOA, he said, 
should not give the impression that it was tied up with one group more than the 
other. 
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I The speaker then briefly reviewed the recent issues taken up at the meeting 
of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem, particularly the matter of free immigration and 
its dependence on the success of the UJA campaign. There had also been discussion 
pertaining to the need of clarifying the relationship of the Zionist movement 
vis a vis the Government of Israel. Dr. Goldstein believed that a better under­
standing has been achieved and hoped that this cl1rification would be helpful in the 
deliberations at the forthcoming World Zionist Congress. Talks on the future role 
of the Zionist Organization are continuing and definite conclusions have not yet 
been crystallized. 

On the matter of the unification of the two General Zionist groups in 
Israel, Dr. Goldstein believed there was evidence of their desire for such a union. 

Speaking in a critical vein, Dr. Goldstein regretted that important matters 
of policy were not decided at sessions of the Executive Committee ratler than at 
the NAC which, because of its size, did not make for effective deliberation. He 
cautioned against the issuance of vague statements implying any cleavage in 
American Zionist ranks or differences of opinion regarding the Government of 
Israel, emphasizing that American Zionists were unanimous in their support of the 
Government. 

Concluding, Dr. Goldstein said there had always been criticism during 
previous ZOA administrations, particularly his own. He added that well-meant and 
sincerely-offered criticism of a constructive nature had proven helpful in the 
past and recommended that issues be discussed on their merits. If honest criti­
cism were offered, it should be welcomed as an effective means of strengthening 
the ZOA. 

Resolution on Mifde Ezrachi: 

The resolution authorizing a loan of 100,000 to the Mifde Ezrachi, which 
was introduced earlier, was put to a vote and approved unanimously. 

Dr. Silver: 

Dr. Silver prefaced his remarks by expressing the hope that his comments 
would prove helpful and constructive. He explained that his absence from earlier 
meetings had been necessitated by congregational responsibilities and Zionist and 
UJA speaking engagements. 

He then voiced regret that he had not been consulted in past months and 
indicated that this applied also to the struggle before the UN on the internation­
alization of Jerusalem. He said his aid had not been sought by the American 
Zionist Council, the American Section of the Jewish Agency, or the Israeli delega­
tion to the UN. He commented that having lost a major battle on the Jerusalem 
issue, there seemed to be an unwillingness on the part of those concerned to admit 
a defeat. He characterized such an attitude as "face-saving" and regretted that, 
although he had built up a myriad of important contacts during his tenure as 
chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, he had not been consulted. 

Turning to basic Zionist policy, Dr. Silver set forth his view that there 
should be two primary projects for the ZOA which were strongly linked to the 
future strength and growth of the organization. He emphasized the need of concen­
trating on the building up of economic investment in Israel by American Zionists. 
This was a project which offered a program of activity for Zionist districts and 
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regions. Every Zionist should be asked to become a shareholder in an economic 
enterprise in Israel. Thus, over a period of years, the ZOA would become a 
powerful economic arm, helping Israel financially, in addition to sending experts, 
technicians, builders, and colonizers to Israel. 

Dr. Silver underscored the need to stimulate the promotion of a strong 
Chalutziut from America. These projects, of galvanizing American Zionists into 
wholehearted support of private investment in Israel, a strong chalutziut program, 
and keeping intact the political machinery so carefully built up over the years, 
were essential to the American Zionist movement. 

Speaking personally, Dr. Silver expressed resentment of any insinuation by 
anyone that he was in opposition to the Government of Israel. This he vigorously 
denied, and asked that there be an end to the circulation of such ''unfounded 
fictions and impressions", adding that his Zionist career "was far from ended''. 

APPROVAL OF PRESIDENT'S REPORT: 

At the conclusion of Dr. Silver's address, the motion approving the 
President's report, introduced earlier, was put to a vote. Dr. Silver led those 
who arose to second the resolution, which was unanimously approved by acclamation. 

LOUIS LIPSKY: 

Mr. Lipsky, speaking as chairman of the American Zionist Council, said he 
felt that he should answer that part of the criticism dealing with political 
matters. He gave the bacl{ground of the developments within the Council since his 
assumption of the chairmanship last F1ll. He recalled that when Dr. Silver and 
Dr. Neumann were leading the political fight before the UN in 1948, they withdrew 
as spokesmen there, when their places were taken by representatives of the 
Provisional Government of Israel. He pointed out that the leadership in the 
political field has since been taken over by the Government of Israel; the 
American Zionist Council has now been reduced to the more passive role of offering 
cooperation and guidance. This policy was a sequence of the severance of rela­
tions between the American Zionist Organization and the Government of Israel, 
decided upon at the meeting of the Actions Committee in 1948. 

Discussing the activities during the debate on Jerusalem before the UN, 
Mr. Lipsky pointed out that there was no analogy between that situation and 
previous ones. This time, he said, the intrusion of religious forces had exerted 
a powerful influence and, at almost the last minute, had affected the voting of 
many heretofore friendly countries to cast their vote for internationalization. 

Mr. Lipsky defended Mr. Frisch's administration and praised his single­
mindedness of purpose and devotion to the cause. He recommended that there be a 
reconsideration of the thought that Israel and the Jewish people in the Diaspora 
were two separate entities. He stressed that the Zionist Organization must be in 
a position of equality in its relationship to the State of Israel, in offering its 
cooperation; Israel cannot be free of Jews in the Diaspora while there is still 
such a big job to be done to safeguard the country's stability. 
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Remarks by Mr. Frisch: 

The meeting concluded with a few brief remarks by the President. He 
reiterated his feeling of deep admiration and respect for Dr. Silver and denied 
that he had given any statements to the Israeli press on the question of disunity, 
or said anything while in Israel to indicate that Dr. Silver was unfriendly to 
the Government. 

Referring to the matter of the next ZOA convention, which he believed would 
be conducted in an atmosphere of harmony, Mr. Frisch stated that consideration 
would be given to a city in the midwest, probably Chicago , because of its adequate 
facilities. He recommended that the convention be held sometime in June. 

A motion was made, seconded, and adopted, that the National Administrative 
Council approve the holding of the Convention sometime during the month of June, 
the place and exact time to be determined by the Inner Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at'6:50 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
Secretary 
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"zo r • .1s L~'TTrR" - - ---
AN EXAMPLE OF ZIONIST D. ~MOCRAC Y 

HAR • .ONY AF'l1ER A CLASH OF VI.E.W.., 

Dy Dr.S . Margos1es 

The National Administrative Council of the Zionist Organizatio~ of A crica, 
the highest ZOA body between conventions, consisting of representatives of region~ 
and distrjcts throughout the country, met last Sunday, heard reports and after ~n­
saging in prolonged debates , unanimously adopted the report of PresideP .. t Daniel 
Frisch with "thanks for his leadership and labors" . If , after reading t e .. ore or 
less distorted accou..'tlts in the metropolitan press , some may be inclined to beli 'Ve 
that the Zionist Organization of America wa again in the throes of a civil war, 
analogous to the one we uitnessed a year ago , they will e wholly rnis~a~en . TL.ere 
has been some talk recently of a rift in the Zionist Organization of America, alonG 
T.-rith :predictions of a great internal struggle which was to break into the open at 
the February fifth meeting of the National Administrative Council . Now that the 
meeting took place it must be evident to everybody that those ~ho have indulged in 
this talk had given reign to their own imagination, making mountains out of mole ­
hills. 

What took place at the National Administrative Council meeting was a pro .. 
longed and candid exchange of opinion . Eight months had passed since the Frisch 
ad.ministration took office . In t~e course of that time many things had happened . 
lo one had ground to complain that the ad.ministration had been inactive; some 

thought it had been over -active . Many plans had been formulated and ado::ited; some 
steps had been taken towards their ·mplementation . Mr . Frisch had gone to Israel 
twice in pursuit of plans and :projects which he wished to clear with the Israel 
Government . The February meeting of the Administrative Council was the occasion 
for stock- taking and passing under r eview the work thus far done . 

It was in the deoocratic tradition of the Zionist Organization of America 
that voices critical of the administration hould not only be heard but listened 
to . \- en Dr. Emanuel Neumann made his critical observations of the Frisch ad.mini -
tration, he had the full attention of the meeting . This applies particularly to 
Dr . Silver . The audience hung on every word utter d by Dr . Silver during his 
impassioned address . Criticism has been too old and traditional an institution 
in Zionist life to evoke too much surprise or resentment . What it did evoke at he 
National Administrative Council meeting was a rejoinder of ma~y representatives 
of regions and districts , indicative , I believe , of the mood of the Zionist rank 
and file thr oughout the countr y . This response was almost wholly favorable to the 
Frisch administration . 

Dr . Neumann in lis speech rightly disclaimed that he was forming or speaking 
for an opposition . His charges dealt almost exclusively with tactics . f cordi_ 
to him there have been too many statements issued and too few consultatio::...3 ei':>re 
steps were taken. Personally I could not see a single fundamental issue on which 
a real controversy could be built . Even Dr . Silver ' s insistence on harnesv·ng all 
the forces of the Zionist Organization of America for the purpose of promoting 
private investment in Israel , greater aid for American Chalutziut and stronger 
Zionist political work on the American scene , could hardly be construed as ground 
for a serious division in the Zionist Organization . As far as I know ther never 
has been any difference of opinion in the Zionist Organization of America as to 
these aims ; wha tever differences that existed concerned methods only, and I arn sure 
they can ce reconciled without too much difficulty . This must have been in Dr . 
Silver ' s mind when, after his address , he rose to second the resolution accepting 
the Frisch r eport , whi ch, in effect , was a resolution of thanks to ~nd confidence 
in President Daniel Fr isch . I t was a fine move and it demonstrated beyond cavil 
that once again there is peace and harmony not only in the Zionist rank and file , 
but also in the top leader ship of the Zionist Organization of America . 

February 5th was a great day f or Zionis t democracy . Ther e was an exchange 
and occas ionally, a c lash of opinions , but far f r om cr eating discor d , it created 
harmony . As a r esult , the Zi onist Or ganizat ion of America t oday is stronger and 
more unit ed t han befor e . 

ff II= If II # # # # # # # # # 

February 7, 1950 
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ZIONIST ORGJttflZATION OF AMERICA 
41 EA~ 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Telephone MUrray Hill 2 • 3205 Date 

This is to acknoVVffldge with thanks the receipt of 

28 87 , in pay.· ment of • 

Tr to ork on 2/1/;o 



Kr. nj-1.n o. Bl"olrd;y 
Zionist Qrgani•tion ot America 
41 East 1&2nd street 
Rew York 17 • flew York 

Since your n, I have gone through rq calen • 'l'be ek 
tmt you want to come to 4 York is =i,oosiblo. A.s I 
told you, I have to in Cle land the uoxt da;/' for the 
dedication at our Temple mum, "<>n ~ have a 
meeting he ot t Clewlam Zi ~'""'"'•L=ty _._.- nm to 
pruide. I t be in Chicago on dieate the 
Simi Temple. I n lea118 far_...,,..~"- s. all bo the 

ek 0£ ch 6t From .H ma1 I Toronto rrl ntreal 
on the 13th lb tor the UJA. 

It aee t t t t1r t 1'l"N . date for a • t to York 
ld be on • , arch 2oth. I£ t t 1 conftlntent 

date tor you• pl se let know. M.11 fffery effort 
to be with 10\1 on that dq. 

1th 11 ood wis , I ranain 

ost oord1al. :cy, "' O' , 

.LEL SIi 
• Saer 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

February 14, 1950 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The T•mple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Bos!S: 

I am deeply touched and truly ppreciative of 

your friendahip. I have many deffnitione of greatnesa 

but the best example is that or Aboa Hillel Silver. 

onatel.y, 

rka 

SM:dh 

CABLE ADDIIE5S 

ZIONIST 



Zionist Organization or America 

Office of the President 
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Rabbi I• Uaber Jt1rshblum 
llain street 72nd Afttme 
Flushing, 181r York 

dear Rabbi Kirfthbl\11111 

arch 2, 1950 

Plea p&ra:>n the delq i n anweri your letter or 
ary 6th. I have ~.,. tnmtli about a gre t ~~ 
correapondenoe has la d. 

I appreciate your writ11)£ to • 
si on which took plaoe at 1 st .- '..Diatra-
tive Council ~ tha z.o.A. will help to h-. .. .__ ,, .o • on 
to the b1gtara;r or t re~ Ti """'•MIi it S1ould be 
pertonring t this time. And it 1188118 to that tho who 
ooaup,- reeponaible positions in th! orgud.sat.ion ought to 
keep thie jor objeot,i in nn. 

th all good wis a, I ~~n 

at oordi.a~ you.re, 

L L I r • r 



' • 

• Herbert~ Strope 
716 lP1nh Avem. 

York 22, ork 

d • pe, 

ch 5, 1950 

In rep]Jr to kind letter or arch 1st, I do not know ry 
much mo a the ting or the z.o.A. o 11th than 
the announcement hich I read in the public • Erideutly 
the Orf! n ~ ~ n conneo-
tion t t of ti. 
State of" • et,. 
1 w1 th ho ntrll1--i'.-A tbe 
panaion Fund of • I o not 
know• I ur n ry 1m-
preasive one, I no rea n not accept 
the invitation c been exton d to rou to be onorary 
Chairman or the occasion. 

1th all a, I romain 

st cor , 

1 
A: 1or 
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358 CENTRAL AVENUE • JERSEY C ITY 7. N. J. 

JO URNAL SQUA RE 4-3200 

March 13, 1950. 

Dear Dr. oilver: 

The recent posit·on of z.o .. and its 
loss of prestige during the last year have been very 
disturbing to me. The situations with which I have been 
particularly displeased are: 

l. Na.hum Goldmann 1 s elevat on as head of the 
American Section of the Jewish gency. 
This, in my opinion, is tragic. 

2. The z.o.A. loss of control over UPA. 

3. Louis Lipsky's election to preside over 
the American Zionist Council. 

4. Peace with the so-call d Progressives, 
wh ch has placed the in several key 
sots in z.o.A. , where they do not be­
long, and which hey do not deserve. 
Thi peac has been without any be efit 
to Z.O.A., but on the contrary hns result­
ed in grumbling on the part of some very 
loyal and energetic workers. 

5. The zeal with which the current administra­
tion is willing and even e ger to buckle 
dovm to ahum Goldmann; the Jerusalem ~ec-

ion of the Jewish gency; and the leaders 
of Israel, for any small favor without re­
gard to the rights of z.o .. , or recognition 
of the sort hi~h is in keoping with its 
status and dignity. 

6. The failure of z. o .. to follow the line es­
tablished by you after so much difficulty 
bu 1ith sch v sion and successful results. 

The death of Dan ~risch leaves z.o . . with 
inadequate leadership • 

The purpose of my letter is to urge you to in­
ject yourself into the ex sting state of affairs ; to re­
sume the direction of Z. J . A. policies . The rank and file 
of our membership would welcome, with great rejoicing, 
your personal return to the helm; but if that is impossi­
ble, then ill you not, for th sale of recapturin • the 



• 
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great gains made by your administration , survey the field of 
available leaders and help us select a z.o .. President ho 
rill follo Gilver , and not lean on Nahum Goldmann, Li sky, 

Sonneborn, onosson, and the rest . 

If a fight must be made to get the derailed 
train back on the tracks , le us fight it out . lo one can 
run away from a fi ht ever principle . The ne attiti1de of 
taking the path of least resistance leads to disintegration 
and ineffectness as a matter of course . 

I need not assure you that t e z. o. A. senti­
ment stands behind you. or New Jersey I can promise you 
overwhelming support and good ill . e have had enoush of 
the Rothenbergs , the Israel Goldsteins and the others nen­
tioned above , ~ho do not know how to stand up and who take 
one unsound position after another . 

,fay I have a word o a 
from you so that I can help to properly 
sey Re ion~ 

ce or suggestion 
ine up the Je Jor-

1-\'i th kindes personal rega ds , I am 

99 C erry Lane , 
eaneck, . J . 

incerely yours , # 
'Atl---<;;_ ~ 
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r . b a "ilJel 
T.te Te ple 
Clev la d, 0 · o 

De Dr . ilver : 

'ilver 

'.I' e Z rouse ·n Israel is under con-
str ction at t1 · s e , ad arev .r x · ous o ave 
t e .. ouse com le ted not 1 ter t . t1 e 1 t er rt of 
ctober . 

Tl e 
D niel i ch, -wto • 
in ose 
must f , e 1 

r ove 1ent el , some • 
in Israel , t gates from 
partici te in u e r nd open ·n o 

t Pres'de t 
or of tle ide , a 
eing constructed 

Congr oft e z · oni t 
JJec rnb r , 

o worl 

y due rs ect to the e~ory of D 

ove 
rts 
t e 
iel 

1 o se , and t ere by 
Frjsc 1 t t 

" -i ttle I essy0 b il t b t e Je\. ... o m r ·n Israel . 

, D I 0 

receipt of ~ .is letter to 
iel Fr·sch by r ittin 

1000. 

be 'nd enou . , tlerefore , upon 
your rson 1 r s. ects to 

your _ledce int e sum of 

roces 
beco es 

t • s ac • o 1 yo 
of tle build ' ne oft e 

·11 f c'litate t 
lit r lly 

magn c n mon ent to SC. • 

Pl se 
i..;

0 on · ...,t e n ' zat'on of 
·1 'f poss ' ble . 

check 
r · ca, and re 

ble to tl ., 
· t by retur 

z · on · st Greet · ngs , 

Fred lonos on 
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Office of the President 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Zionist Organization of AmeriCd 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silv r 
The Temple 

st 105th d Ansel 
Cl~vel d, Ohio 

Dear Dr. il ver: 

March 21, 1950 

B for_ le1ving the o:fice 

for a fe d s• rest, r. Bro c\Y sk d me to 

s nd you the enclooed copy of his remarks , t 

the m ting of th ational Administr~tive 

Council of arch +9th. 

~ 
Sine r µy yours, 

Rosalie Kroll 
Secretary 
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Aooeptanoe Speech b7 Mr. Brovd7 

Dear Friend•• 

Thia 1• a ,reat 1101Mtnt in JIT lite and I conteee that I u alto­

c•ther 1n the grip ot dNp aotian. I don't lnov hov to be1in to tell you 

hov I teel. 

My tirat thought goes out to Dan Fri•oh, our dear, departed leader. 

Be died ao young with ao aan7 ot hie plana and Yiaiou •till in hi• 111114. 

Bia 111111 ftd yeara, hi• unaccOIIJ)liahed dre- iapoee nev and •D7 re•poui-
80 otten 

bilite• upon•• It ie up to ua, hia friends, to vho he bad!'fooked tor 

help, to •k• hie l1te-lon1 dreau a realit7. We wul.4 be untrue to our­

••lYea were w to tail h1lle 

Ca hia aiokbed, which proTed to be hi• deathbed, h• penned a 

moving letter to ua all, beseeching ua to ral.17 around the Zioni•t Orp­

nization ot America, to which he had giYen hi• lite. Froll thia plattoa 

I pledge on ay om behalt that that La•t Will and Te■taaent ot our belned, 

departed. leader •ball be carried out and that the Zioniet Orpn1sat1an of 

A•rioa wioh he loYed ■o dearl7, ■hall ban en17 ounce of ••ro, en17 

llinute ot time that I can poeeibq ■pare u long•• I aa privilepd to vork 

and continue in hi• atead 

I vould be 1••• than hUIIIIUl it Iver• not "" proud or the p-eat 

honor J'OU ban beatoved upon•• I aooept it 1n a apirit of d••P h\lllll1t7, 

moving that tille and oiroUMtano•• haft ooabined to place• in th1a poe1t1• 

ot avea-. lldnmo• and exceptional reapouibWt7. rroa the bottoll ot.,. 

heart I thank JOU tor th• high pr1Yilep vbiob 1a nov lline, bop1q that JW 

vlll find no rea•on to torpt the truat 7Ul1 ban repoHd 1n •• 

I ua a~• an. I ua keeDq a-ware of.,. lia1tationa. I baYe 
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been content to do rq vork tor the Zionht oauae for J11&D7 yeare in the 

abadov ot the great leadera and panta ot our IIOY-nt. Nov that I .. 

called to leadership 117ae1t, I can onl7 undertake to t17 to •ulate th•• 

Fortunately, I have been close enough to our late departed leader to be 

hopeful that I aball be able to walk in hia tootatepa. 

Mention vu 11&4• thi■ afternoon ot the taot that I ■erYed a■ 

Aotin1 Preaident during the prolonged abseno• and inoapacit7 ot Preaident 

Fx-iaoh. Th• opportunit7 tbat la■ lline tor ••rrlo• afforded• a ,ood in■icht 

into th• nature and the vorkinp or the ZOl Preeideno7 wich I ■hall t17 to 

utilise llx 1n rq new ottic•• 

flle head ot the Zioniet Organisation ot America preeid•• oTer a 

huge bwlineae enterprise vhich call tor onaiderable adainiatrative ex­

perience and still.. Fev are aw.re ot the act that our tar-fiung operations 

re beinc conducted through eipt hun.'1Nd Zionl t diatriota in torty◄enn 

■tatu, in 438 citi••• Our annual budpt, 8ftl'1 en reduced, i• tar in exoe•• 

ot a llillion dollarae Our meaberahip roU. ■till place WI aaon1 th• larpat 

Jewish Mllber■hip organization• in the world. Th• Friaoh Prograa, adopted b7 7011 

re•in• to b carried out, both in Iarul and on th .._rioan· aoene, and 111-

po••• further ad■iniatrativ• duti•• on th• head ot the orpnisation. 

I ban tried to the beat ot "'7 abWt7 to oope with the MIJl1n1atratin 

proble■a ot th• ZOl • thq aroa• in th• oour•• ot 87 inownba:107 aa Actiq 

Preeident. I hope I aa not exagerating wen I ea7 that th•J baye been handled 

in an efficient and buaineeelik• -.nner. I take it that 8710111 buainea■ oare•r 

haa been ■o•vhat ot an aa■•t• That buain••• traininc I prom.a• JOU to place 

ooapletel7 at the diapoaal ot the orpnisation durinc rq tera ot ottioe. 

!ht the Zioaiat Orpnisation or Darioa 1• ot oour•• a ,reat poll­

tioal orpni•tion. I aa onl7 too well aw.re that I can la7 no olaia to Ul1' 
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particular political sagacit7. In thi realll I hope to haye the benefit ot 

the adYice of the tine and great leader■ of the Zioniat Orpnization vho 

dealt with the T&ried and ooaplex Zionist probleu or their ti•, I shall 

look forward particularly to the sage counsel of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, the 

outstanc;Iing leader ot American Zioni•t•, to whoa histol')" vill reoord, I aa 

sure, we ova in a Tel')" large Masure the establiahment ot the Jeviah State, 

For many years he baa been •7 Zionist guide and •ntor, I hope he will con­

tinue to be ao tor aan7 aore 79ara to come. 

I said at the beginning that I was a huable •ii-. Ae such I ahall 

seek pidance troll all those woee experience and atatua in the Zionist World 

Organization entitle the to be our guides and oounsellora, notabl.J Dr. '-'--uel 

leUIIIM 1 tellov-architect vith Dr. Jbba Hillel S11Yer ot the hiatorio Jeviah 

victor., at Lake Suoce■e, Louie Lipelq, Y t.eran Zionist leader, and othere to 

who■ I shall deem it a:, priYilege to turn fro time to tille tor oonaultation 

and dvice on illportant Zionist probl-• 

Ther vill be no resort to snap judpents on 1aportant •tten ot 

Zionist policy, or to baphasard deoisiona, proapted by indiYidual biu, or to 

••cret deals, a long a• I aa President ot the Organisation. That muoh I oan 

pro ae you, 

The annual connntion 1■ the aupr and aonreip organ or th• 

Zionist Organisation ot America. The laat oonYention adopted illportant reao­

lution• •bod71Dc definite line• ot poli07. Th••• decieiona oonatitute our 

date vhioh ware in duty bound to 0&1T7 out. I eball be taithtul to thia 

aandate. 

I cannot conclude vithout again reterring to our dearl.7 belOYed, 

departed leader, Daniel Frieoh. Re c&M to office on a peaoe prograa, after 

a long and protraoted tratrioidal atru,1le. The unity that•• achieved be 

regarded•• hie proudea aobienment. It there ie anything that I vi•h tor 



• -4-

oat terventl.7, it ie to intain and, it poasibl, to etren,tban that unit:,. 

Thie we.a alao the f'erYent viah of' Daniel Friaoh, or bl aeed mr.,. I know he 

vould haTe -wanted ua all to keep the peaoe. There are," he aaid, "no good and 

bad Zionist -rllJ the7 are all bad .. " Let ua all rall7 around the Zioniat Orga­

nisation or rioa which Daniel Frisch bequeathed to•• Let u •roh together 

in his spirit, true to his ideala, and arch forward towards the goal to vhich 

he gaye hie lite - the strengthening ot the State or Iarael and the aurYinl 

and reJUYenation ot Allerican Jewry. 



41 EAST 42ND STREET • MUrray Hill 2-3205 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y . 

Puauc Ra.A.noNs Da-r. 
ERNFSr E. BARBARASB, Director .arch 22 ,1950 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
Ansel Road, 
ClevelP~d,Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Mr • . ,Ul ton Poll ck spoke to me of the outs t:mding 
address you delivered before the fia.mi ]eqch Zionist District 
on March 8th on the nresent n.nd future horizon of erican Zionism. 

In smuch R.S the ide . s 'Uld thou,_hts exoressed in th t 
R.ddress merit na.tion1,ride cover e , I onder 1he her yo ·ould be 
good enough to send me a sw ~:iry or fu.11 text of the ddress for 
p blic tion in the forthcoming issue of Tne e•· P~~stine . 

Better still, I might even publish the text s A.n 
A.Tticle in the Ye rbook which 1 e are pre-o rin for the "Salute 
to Isr~el" p eant nich 1s bein rranged by the ZOA for. ~y 11th 
at Madison S u .re G::lrden com. e or . tin the first anni v rs" ry of 
Is 1~ael I S ~dmission to the mr. 

In a:ny event, I expect speciP.l article from you 
for publication in the Ye~rbook hich will take the form of q 

beautifully illustr ted A.lb • This speciR.l a.rticle should 
perh~ps de l 1th the events le~din~ p to Isr~el 1 s issi n 
to the UN in wpich you -pl~ed s ch 'l hist !'ic part. The de"l.dline 
for the Ye rbook is April 10th. 

I sh~ll ~preci~te he,u-in from y u as soon s possible. 

Sincerely yours, 

/~ 
Ernest E. Barb~r sh 

eeb/pm 
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Mail will always reach me at: Hotel Belmont Plaz.a 
Lexington Ave., & 49th st., 

New York 22, N.Y. 

~ ot c l Nict g ara 

LANGFORD H VANDERSLICE , 
MANAGER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temple, 
105th at Ansel, 
CLEVELA1 , Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 29, 

On the eve of Pesach I would like to send you 
an rs. Silver a line of ood cheer. ain we shall 
turn the pages of the Hagadah and wonder in which 
irection Jewry will march in the ays to come. 

I have now been in this country for five months, 
trouping from ZOA district to ZOA district, learning 
much about American Zionism and American Judaism. 

In view of the sud en changes that have taken 
place within the ZOA leadership in recent weeks, 
may I take this opportunity of bringing some of 
my personal conclusions to your attention: 

1 - Since last year's controversy, i would say that 
. the rank and file have taken next to no interest in 

the activities of "Head Quarters". 

2 - Except where a personal relationship existed, the 
death of Daniel Frisch has gone by almost unnoticed. 
I have not heard Benjamin Brow y•s name discussed 
anywhere. 

3 - So far next to no discussion is taking place either 
in regard to the coming Convention, or in connection 
with a President to be elected there. 

4 - On the whole I would say that Zionist activity and 
consciousness has improved somewhat since last spring. 
But whilst the question 11 Why Zionism?" does not occur 
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so often, it has been replaced by "How Zionism?" ~or the 
time being we are able to mark time ore.ren increase member­
ship, but as the positions stands at the moment, I doubt 
if this trend can be maintained for long. 

5 - I would say that the greatest failing of to- ay is the 
lack of prestige the ZOA has in the minds of its own members. 
Again and again a local Presi ent will appeal for members 
with the words:"I don't mind if you join Poale Zion or Mizrachi 
as long as you are a member of some Zionist groupn. Few 
take pride in THEIR ZOA. Small wonder that they can easily 
be persuaded that by giving to the UJA or belon ing to the 
Bnei Brith they can fulfil their Zionist aspirations. 

6 - On a higher level there is talk of various canJi ates 
for ZOA Presi ency. rot one of those mentione comman s 
nationwi e respect or support. Nor do I persona ly feel 
that any one of them can feel certain of winning, UiliE S 
he is a compromise can idate - which is surely not the 
kind of candi ate either you or most thinking Zionists 
esire. 

7 - As Dr. eumann quite rightly said, we are still running 
on past momentum. There is only one man who can infuse 
renewed vision and inspiration into the movement; who 
can com an the respect and devotion of American Jewry; 
who can arrest the present trend of apathy and inaction 
and turn it into constructive channels. The one man is 
yourself, dear Dr. Silver. 

8 - I realise from past discussions that you are none too 
eager to head the ZOA once more. But in all humility may 
I say that without a man of your stature at the helm, I 
can se no future for the ZOA as a dynamic mass movement. 
In a · , ition, it woul be of the utmost importance for the 
ZOA d legation to the next Zionist Congress to be heade 
by yourself whilst occupying the ZOA's hirrhest position. 

I am sure you will un rstan the motives that prompted 
me to write these lines. I am convinced that Israel needs a 
strong Zionist movement, at least for some years to come. 
And every day proves to me that the movement is faltering 
for lack of strong lea ership. 

hay I sen· you my sincere best wishes and warmest 
regards, also to Mrs. Silver. In respectful d votion, I am, 

Very cordially yours, 
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For public3tion in t he press 

PROBLEr\':s OF THE ZIONI ST ORGANI SATION 

\ifITH THE ESTABLISHl\iIENT OF THE S?J~TE 

-~~-~---------------- - --------------

Su..r:1.oa ry of the Deba t e 
on 

Ideol ogi ca l a nd Organisa ti ~na l Pr obl ens of the Movenent 

Under this heading n Report he s been issued by t ho 
Organis '7•ti on Depert.ce nt of the Zionist Executive which C')n t '1ins 
0 conpils ti on of vi ews Jn current Zi 0nist pr oblens expre ssed 
during t he pe st two yco. rs bo t h s t nse tings-of t he Zionist 
Goner nl Council c. nd Zionist Conf e r enc e s i n vari ous countri es 
a nd a lso in t he Zi onist pr e ss i n Is rae l and nbr oad . 

Th0 s e views, diffe r ing f roc. 8'.lCh o ther both in c on t ont 
and i r f 8r n , ha ve been culled fr ')n s peeche s r~ de by l enders of 
t he Move.oe nt c. nd free c.rticlos end other publica tions; t hoy 
a r e be ing pr es ented i n this bookl e t ne ither in ~he ir entire ty 
nor i n chr onol ogica l order, but i n t he f or m of extr qcts 
arranged in s e ve n chapters nc cc r di ng t o t h~ir subj ect flS tt 0r:-

A. The Problon of t he Fut ure Exist ence of th e Zi onist 
Organisa tion; 

B. The Division of Functions be tween the Zionist Executive 
and the Governne nt of t he Stnt e of Isrnel; 

C. Rel a ti0ns be tween the Zi onist Organisa tion and t he St nt c 
of Israel: 

1. Shc uld Ca bine t Tu inisters Hold Office in t he 
Zionist Exe cutive ? 

2. The Sta t us of the Zionist Orgnnisa ticn in 
the Sta t e 3nd Delinit0tion of Spher es 
of Conpet enc e 

D. The Re l Btions be tween lr:>rld J ewry nnd the State of Isreel: 

i. "Double Loyalty" 
2. Politica l Sepa r s tion - F'r a.r.iework f or Mutual 

Cooperntion 

. I. 
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E. Air und Progrn~ .£ _f Zis~is~ ; 

F .. Changes 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

in the Functi •ns of the Ziunist OrgJnis~ti J 

Public Rel a ti cns 
Trentnent , f Dins p, ro Pr ) blen s 
Intensific ~, tion of Educ~ticncl nn Cultura l 

J~cti vi tie s 
Cha lutziut 

G. Intern 1 Orgs nis~tion~l Structure : 

. 1. Territ orir l Drnnchcs f the Zi : nist Orgnnis~ti l n; 
the ~es t effici 8nt type of t erritoria l Jr 0 cni -
o. ti :-inal fr -:..~ework; ext ent 0f the a ut on ·:x1y t o 
be gr,..,nt ed t J t L0 t crri t :ri 1 r,rgo.nis'"lti .;ns 

. 2. Dcvelopr_ent and Jurisc:icti c- n of the Pa rties 

3. T~c Sheke l 
4. The Jewish Agency - its Existenc , Structure rnd 

Conpe t ence. 

This Repor t is only the first instslr.ent in this cor:­

pila tion which will be continuLd in s ·nd volQ~C t o be 
published soon. T 1C S publi co. t i cns c i. . ._ t pr .:-i v iding nJ t cric.l 

f or th debate whic.t is g •in on wi t hin t' o r1ovec.o nt on t h 

idcol o icnl and org nisc1tion 1 qucsti ',ns which s o preoccupy 

t uday Zionist public opinL..1 n and which 1Nill c '). e u.9 f :Jr dis-• 

cussicn onl decisicn ot t he r~c in0 s c f the ~i onist Gcn~ r ~l 

Council ~nd the Congr e ss due t c b he ld this ye~r. 

J orusnle , [nrch, 19 50 . 
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TELEPHONE: MURRAY HILL 8-0123 CABLE ADDRESS: "PALECOR" NEW YORK 

PALESTINE ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
400 Madison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS 

To the Stockholders of the 
Palestine Economic Corporation: 

April 7, 1950 

The Annual Meeting of the Stockholders of the PALESTINE ECONOMIC CORPORATION, incorporated under 
the laws of Maine, will be held at the Office of the Corporation with the CT Corporation System, 57 Exchange 
Street, Portland 3, Cumberland County, Maine, on the 28th day of April, 1950, at 3 P .M., for the following pur­
poses: 

1. To fix the number of Directors at 100. 

2. To elect Directors. 

3. To elect a Clerk. 

4. To consider and vote on a proposal to subscribe to 900,484 ordinary shares of Palestine Corporation (an 
Israel Corporation) having a par value of IL 1 each, such subscription to be paid for (a) by transferring to 
Palestine Corporation certain Israel securities and notes held by this Corporation (including all its stock 
holdings in Palestine Mortgage & Savings Bank Ltd., and Central Bank of Cooperative Institutions Ltd.) 
at an agreed price of IL 600,000 (subject to adjustment) and (b) by the payment of the balance of the sub­
scription in cash. (See details in the accompanying letter of the President.) 

5. To ratify and approve amendments to the by-laws adopted by the Board of Directors since the last annual 
meeting of stockholders. (See details in the accompanying letter of the President.) 

6. To ratify and approve all the acts and proceedings of the Board of Directors and Officers since the last 
annual meeting. 

7. To take such other action and transact such other business that may properly come before the meeting. 

The affirmative vote of the holders of the majority of the outstanding common stock is necessary for favorable 
action on item numbered 4 above. 

Stockholders who do not intend to attend the meeting are requested to sign and return the enclosed proxy. 

Only stockholders of record at the close of business on March 31, 1950 will be entitled to vote at the meeting. 

PS: Please advise us of any change in your address. 

SPECIAL REMINDER 

Albert Seiffer 
Secretary 

Holders of what was formerly $100 par stock who still hold their old certificates are re­
minded that, upon the amendment of the Charter of the Company on May 5, 1949, each 
share of common stock then outstanding was split into four shares of common stock and 
if they have not already done so, are requested to send in the old certificates for new 
certificates to the Corporation Trust Company, 120 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 



TELEPHONE: MURRAY HILL 8-0123 CABLE ADDRESS: "PALECOR" NEW YORK 

TO THE STOCKHOLDERS: 

PALESTINE ECONOMIC CORPORATION 
400 M:idison Avenue New York 17, N. Y. 

April 7, 1950 

The proposal to subscribe to 900,484 Ordinary shares of the Palestine Corporation Ltd., referred to in the 
notice, marks an important advance for your Corporation. Upon consummation of the transaction, this Corpora­
tion will hold the majority interest in a banking and investment corporation which we expect will become one oft.he 
three largest banks in the State of Israel. 

As you know, your Company has been operating successfully two banking institutions in Israel for about 24 
years, namely, The Central Bank of Cooperative Institutions in Palestine, Ltd., and the Palestine Mortgage & 
Savings Bank Ltd. The Officers have long felt the desirability of rounding out and expanding our banking op ra­
tions by the inclusion of an institution doing commercial banking. The establishment of the State of Israel and the 
consequent industrial growth have spurred the need to provide better banking facilities. To that end your Offic r 
entered into negotiations with the Palestine Corporation Ltd., a leading and successful commercial bank in Isra 1. 

This has resulted in the proposal now submitted to the stockholders for their approval. It provides t.hat t.he 
Palestine Economic Corporation subscribe to 900,484 Ordinary shares of the Palestine Corporation Ltd., which 
upon issuance will be a majority of the outstanding stock of that Corporation. Your Company will pay for these 
shares by IL 300,484 in cash, and by the transfer of our inve tments in the Central Bank of Cooperative Institu­
tions in Palestine Ltd., the Palestine Mortgage & Savings Bank Ltd., and other miscellaneous notes and securities. 

The transaction has been approved by your Board of Dire tors who recommend like appro al by the st ck­
holders. It is my belief that this transacti~n is in the best inter sts of the Corporation and a vital step to strength n 
Palestine Economic Corporation as an important factor in the economic development of Israel. I urge if you cannot 
be present in person to vote in favor of this proposal, that you return the enclosed proxy card to u . 

The stockholders are also requested to ratify the following amendment to t.he By-laws previously adopted by 

the Board: 
a. Permitting the use of facsimile signatures and seal of the Corporation on certif­

icates signed by Transfer Agent or Registrar. (Article VII, Section 1). 

b. Amending Articles III and V to pro ide that the following officers pr sid ai 
Board meetings in the following order: Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Board, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Executive Committee, the Presi­

dent. 

c. Repealing Article 17 of the By-laws which read "Wherever in these By-laws 
the term "stock certificate" is used, it shall be held to apply equally to certif­
icates of receipts issued by ihe Company to represent partly paid stock. For 
all purposes the holder of partly paid stock shall be entitled to ihc same rights 
with respect to voting or any of the other rights, privileges or immunities, as 

a holder of fully paid stock." 

Sincerely yours, 

President 
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