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Ill-. Daniel Friach 
Zionist Organisation of America 
41 East L2nd Stret:it 
New York 17, New York 

d ar nan, 

ch 9, 1949 

Thank you for 11d:l.ng me a copy of the letter of Ik-. 
Robbina which I m returning hennrl.th. I also read 
a copy of the etter which you nt me from Samuel F. 
Jacobson ho endoraed you at the ChiQ&go Zionist E»
ecutive Comi ttee. In this week' i sue of the Chi-
cago Sentinel I find a letter 1.'rom • Jacobson 1n 
which he venaaoualy attacks th3 - ----ni st.•ation ot the 
z.o.A., and in hioh he places .,-..,&,.._l.f in opposition 
to the poll tical line which ,.. have taken and which 
you have taken. Just bow do you reconcile the two? 

• 
In the issue ot "The Spectator" which you amt me, I 
find a a1milar disturbing pbenc■rion. The editor en
dor•• you tor the z.o.A. presidency, but 1n another 
editorial on the aame page, bitterly attacks the pre
•nt adndnistration for the position which n took 1n 
the u.J.A. oontrcm.rq, as it you wre diaeociated trm 
the position of the adm1m.stration in this contronrsy. 

th all good wishes, I remain 

AHSaer 
Enc. 

Veey oordi~ yours, 

ABBA HII LEL SILVER 



, 

DANIEL FRISCH 
300 CENTRAL PARK WEST 

APT. !5H 

NEW YORK CITY 

March 10, 1949 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver 
mhe Tenple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Der Dr. Silver: 

Al though I have spoken d th ou b phone on the matter, 
I dist bed enough to feel impelled to drop you a 
note. 

I " s deeply hurt by the implication hich your question, 
s to ho, I reconcile the tw-fold attitude on the pirt 

of some anti-adrninistration and pro- risch people, bespeaks. 
4he implication is that I may be rru.ilty of double dealing. 
What is more, the fact that you found i:t necessary to tell 
me while e spoke, that some people in the administration 
suggest such an attitude on m part, makes me feel very 
unhappy. I can not and should not be called u on to account, 
let lone be held responsibl for inconsistencies and 
attitudes of others. 

At no time, either by rord of mouth or by pen, did I 
hesitate to make position sunonymous with yours on 
a 1 political issues which le faced. What is more, I sub t 
on the basis of facts that all the top men of the administra
tion combined, did not s l: in as man places, as often, 
yes and as powerful. y, as I did of late. 

ith best of ood ishes, I re in, 

_ost cordial y ours, 

~ 
Daniel Fri sch 

DF:ca 



rn 
tori 
co' 

• • 

(J 

10, 1949 

• of ....... _ .. ac 1 tt . t 1 t on ia Z1o Di lrict \o o on egatea to t· 1 d ~ d to 

l"~ ...... r hi o~ 
are V •• o 

- 1ly 
t d1 • 

llcl . 

• er, 
1:t lion), 

ionl I 

'Pflllnr t 11 , .aoiwe,re I adore ~OY r l et1on of 
\ea pledpcl 

to 7 . 

I 
.,._ .... l 

SilYer Zionlet 

t pr 
"td, 

Mt e La.:~ 17 • w111'ul.q and t I 4 ballot 
ooneequence. o ol •nd•, were f oro t hr ho t. ored 7011. 

1n 1or ot Joe c.--...... -r, bJ' 11-• 
ld.ctore JleJia!dtel4, who c ly d I lo Tote, re eel lo p 101 1n the 11a111ai, 'bualnea • I t 1 nr • ho-,. r, t 11 be 1ncl1ne4 to f or 7ou_ lllUI..-:ita l cannot near tot. •~·~·•I old a haetlclarr of ti. 

--_., ... _rt of t al .,., .. w-n. 



• 

I 
1 

11 1 ch 

001 Dr. 11.,er 

- 2 -

1 t 

eld 

0 

' ' 

• 

I 

1 he , 

10. 1949 

t 

) 

dent). 

• 



JiNIBT 
MORRISTOWN DISTRICT 

iay 10, 1949 • 

Dear Dan, 

At the N.J. Convenstion last Sunday I told the group 
that we Z onists are a bunch of suckers., e concentrate on the 
work that others have taken out of our hands, and neglect 
AZF, Membership and ICA. 

To you, however, I can say what is on my mind. 

ZOA needs a"new look~ If we project ourselves a few years 
in the future we will see that our material approach, our defensive 
appeal of hating the English, the Arabs, and the React1onarles,w111 
disappear as soon as the emergencies have gone. What then to do 
with our excellent group that brought a great ideal into existence? 
There are other ideals. We can continue to fight other so-called 
hopeless causes. 

I find, on an impartial examination of Jewish History, that we 
Jews seldom can sta~d prosperity. The real light of our people, 
the Prophets, were a persecuted lot. They thundred against the 
ruling class, and were oftea hunted by the ruling class. Our people 
seldom took the universal approach, so far as the exoteric side 
of our religion, nevertheless, the prayer has crept into our services 
"On that day shall the Lord be one and his NAME one. 11 

The Esseaees, who were the prophets and Mystics, understood 
this principle, and in the face of the empty orthodoxy on tht~8ne 
hand, and the a nosticism on the other, which, I understand,-U the 
order in Israel to-day. If ZOA could restore the high plane ot 
science, philosophy and the greater light to our religion, we would 
indeed do a great service to our people and to the •orld at large. 
(Mysticism is the apElication of science and philosophy to religion) I understand ~hat Dr. Silver is quite a student of t\)leSerer 
ha Zohar, and the serer Yetzirah. If that is so I would greatly 
appreciate it if you would arrange for me to spend some time with 
him when he is next in this vicinity. I live at 42 ~eetern Ave., 
.~orristown, N.J. and my phone is Morristown 4-0323. 

Eddie Hart wishes to be the del•gate from the Morristown 
District, and I wanted to have the privelege of voting for you for 
President, but since Eddie sees eye to eye with me on this issue I 
th nk that I shall confer on him this honor. 

With best Tegards, 
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Kay 12, 1949 

• Dame l Frisch 
Zionist Organisation of America 
41 ~st land Street 
New Tork, New York 

11.Y dear Dans 

I shall not be in New York before next Thuradq. By' that time 
possibly the negotiaticna with the "Progressift■" will have been 
concluded. I should like to suggast (1) that you put in writinc 
wbatewr is agreed ca, especial.17 whether thq will oppo• a 
vote or conn.denoe to the ad1thd.strat1on. (2) That theJ' indi
cate specil'ieal ~ who are the people who are going along with 
them. You aq find 10ur•lt with a lliseable opposition at tha 
next Oorm,nticn in SJ>i te or the .tact that 70u will have made 
substantial conoeuione and guaranteed places to certain imi
viduala. (3) Do not make too maq conces ions in your desire 
to come to an understandinc. 

I understand that they are •-----uvaring to .. cl Jacque■ Torc-
syner fr0III the office or the Vice-Chairman ot t Acbiniatratiw 
Conlll1 ttee • There ia no justitioation tor this whatsoever• 

I think that you ought to indicate a stronger interest in the 
Israel Corporation. I understand that • Schitt has been V'Y'-
1ng to get topther with you on this aubj ct, but without auc
ce••• Aa you know, the I.O.A. ia a Tital activity o.t the z.o.A. 
- in UJ7 judgment, its o d becaa. the major activity. The 
impression ia go·ng abroad that you are indifferent to it. 

th all good wishes am with a warm "mueltOY" on what trane
pind yesterday in the tbited tiona, I 111 e1n 

llo t cordial.17 yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
A Sar 

Via Air ail 



11r. Daniel Mach 
Zionist Organisation ot Amerio& 
41 Bast lam Street 
Rew York 17, Rew York 

U, dear Dana 

Jlme 1, 1949 

It was a grand CoDftntioa am your adm1m-rtn.tion got ott to a 
wonder1\ll start. ill ltlod luck I 

I was wry pleued ti.th the appoinbaents which you mada am 
which )"OU announced at the meeUiw ot the Eacutiw. There are 
a tn names which I llisaed m the of'fici l f'ami]T - Coblem ~ 
Al~, Ooldatook ot Pittsburgh• I. R. Oocnun of U1w1 - all 
good 118111 u you know. If you t1nd roaa tor than, so 11Uch the 
better. 

Ben-Harln phoned me this aorning. He --~ared wbatbar be 0001.d 
be ot •rrloe in ccmoact.1.on with the z.o.A. IIouN which you 
are goin1 to t up. A• you know, be 1d like to ■-ttle in 
Israel, and or cour•, know■ Im-•l as well as America. Bl 
mght be just the Dlreotcr tCll' the z.0.1. Houae. He bu been 
enthwdutio tar such a project tor some time. I pass this on 
to you. 

One t1nal matter which 70\l ought to attend to before you 1_,. 
tor IarMl, and that ia the matter ot tha z.0.1. NpNNntat.1.on 
on tha Amerioan Z10111st CouDaU. I understand that a meeUn1 
ot the Nclld.nating Ccwn1 tt.ee 1a aobeduled tor Jam 6th. You 
know that I ~lt right along that Im.ng ltll le r •hould be 
elect.M CbairllaD tor the oClld.ng ,aar. There ._, be oppoaiticm 
to lda tran oertain gl'OIJl)9 in the Council, but I tb1nlc that 
there are enough wtee to elect h1a. HI would do wry wll 1D 
this poeition, and I th1nk it ·would integrate Ma in a friend]T 
aanner in your a""1 n1 etration. 

With all good wishe■, I .--Ll..n 

t oordiaUT youra• 

ABBA mm SILVER 
AHSaer 



DANIEL FRISCH 
300 CENTRAL PARK WEST 

APT. !5H 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The mple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silveri 

NEW YORK CITY 

June 6, 1949 

Please foregive me for not answerin your letter 
of June 1st any sooner. The truth of t e matter 
is that I did not see your letter until this evening 
when I am dictating this reply, namely at 7:00 P .M. 
(I have been here since early this morning, at 9:30 
attending to business). 

I took note of all you say, and I s nll ive proper 
consideration to the natters in your ir t two 
paraeraphs. The meeti~ of the Erner ency Council 
i omimting Committee, was postponed, d I shall 
keep you info ed of developments as they occur. 

With best of good wish s, I am 

DF:oa 

Arf~yours, 

Daniel Frisch 
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I I ~DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER, THE TEJPLE= 

:THANK YOU FOR GOOD WISHES HAVE INSTRUCTED TORCZY ER 
AS FOLLOWS FIRST CHOfCE NEU~ANN IF N:U.~AN REFUSES ZOA 
REPRESENTATIV S STAND BY AND VOTE FOR MILLER AS UNIT 
STOP THOUGH I DONT BELIEVE . ILLER CAN BE ELECTED NOR 
WOULD I BE UNHAPPY IF HE IS NOT I NEVERTHELESS FOLLOWED YOUR PLEASURE IN THIS MATTER AND GAV- 0 LY ONE KIND OF .INSTRUCTION NAMELY SUPPORT FOR MILLER BY THE ZOA DELEGATION~ AFFECTIONATE REGARDS AND BEST WISH S FOR A PLEASANT SUMME~. DAN FRISCH= 

TORCZYNER ZOA ZOA= 

THE CO:\JP \ ·y WIL Al'PR <:I \TE . C(iGE, TION, FUOM IT. PATH · • ON CONCERN'!. G ITS 11:R IC■ 
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41 EAST 42ND STREET 

Puauc RsunoNs Darr. 
ERNFSr E. BARBARASB, Director 

AIRMAIL 

Mr. Danial Frisch 
Grand Hotel 
Pari s, France 

Dear Dana 

• MUrray Hill 2-3205 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

July 20, 1949 

I am advised that you are s cheduled to return by the 'Queen Eliz
abeth n arri vlng here on August 2nd. It lVOUld be inadvl sable to arrange a 
press conference aboard ship inasnuch as the "Queen Elizabeth" usually brings 
a host of notables and your statanent uld be coupled with theirs and r e-
cei ve inadequate space. I shall therefor e arrange a separ at e pr ess con
ference on August 5rd in some hotel. I will c le you the time and place 
.mile you are on the seas. 

I received your article. It was var:, beautiful and most descriptive 
d i t will appear in the next i ssue . 

While we have haa here of the arr em :mts made for the erection 
of the America 7i>A House, there is no ~rd . u t t . m... f y ur negotia-
t ns for a ZJ j ct . In fact, t her ar r s b • ng spread th t 

.. r:iu 3 o~ your • s • o _n this respect re nil. I ho i -: - l 
confirl ncJ - ' 1c ~ ..,... . I o_i li; t h t o ... l· Lo ~pr.: 
a surprise upon your remrn and amounce the project in your first press state
ment. The cont811plated erection of the mA House does not make news 81J¥ longer. 
The press will 1f&D.t to know what the ZOA plans to launch as a resil t of your mis
sion to Israel. The launching of a worthwhile project is the crux of the an
tire future activi't7 of the ZOA. Just a statsaent of conditions in Israel won't 
be of much news value. The press lately is being filled with alamist reports 
on immigration and labor conditions in Israel. These reports wbil.e th• aq be 
true, are beginning to take on a serious aspect and may in the end beoome a 
boaaerang. It has become so that to 881' S<lllething good about conditions in 
Israel is contr&17 to the "line." I personal J7 think it is a lllistake. llhile 
the truth ahould be told, the constmcti ve achievmants in Israel should al so 
be pla.yed up. 

In other words, upon your return from Israel it is important that 
an announc•ent be made of the 18Uflcbing of sane illportant project bJ' the 7,QA 
and an.y other ooncrete outcome of 7our negotiations. Azrthing else will be an 
anti-allaax. 
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llr. Daniel Frisch -2- July 20, 1949 

The heat and bullidity have been almost sickemng and I • 

looking forward to refftw1ng m;r vacation ianediat~ at the conclu

sion or the press conference. I am not reeling so wall. I 81D 

now prepariDg the next isSlle of 'the Bew Palestine which will appear 

on Jucy 29th. Justice will be dona to your visit to Isr al. The 

next issue will also ca:rrr articles dewted to the 100th emu.vars~ 

or Jlax Bordau.. 

Looking forward to seeing you and llrs. Frisch, hale tnd hearw, 

I remain, 
Yours, as ever, 

~ 
Ernest E. Barbarash 

~ e'a?,7 aec?~-/ rt 
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CARLE ~DOH! SS 

ZIONJ T 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

EW YORK 17. N. Y. 

DANIEL FRISCH 
President 

Ru»oLF G. SoNNEBon 
Chairman, National Administrative Council 

MORTIMER MAY 
Chairman, National Executive Committee 

BENJAMIN G. BROWDY 
Vice Chairman, Inner Committee 

Da. SIDNEY MARKS 
Secretary, Exec'!.tive Director 

RABBI JEROME NCER 
Assistant to the President 
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DANIEL FBISCH 
President 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

September 16 , 1949 

CA■LII ADO■UI 

ZIONISTS 

RUDOLF G. SoNNEBORN 
Chairman, National Administrative Council 

MORTIMER MAY 
Chairman, National Executive CommiUee 

BENJAMIN G. BROWDY 
Vice Chairman, Inner Commiuee 

DR. SIDNEY MARKS 
Secretary, Eucutive Director 

RABBI JEROME UNCEB 
A.ssutant to the President 

~, .. 

Dr. Abba Hill el Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street and Ansel 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

My tm last letters to ou r ained unans er • 

I wish to sho.re with you som ... of th9 happ nings "roun 
here • th sp ci emphasis on current events. 

Upon my r turn from Isra l and aft r havi , spoken to 
you in France, I met with Tuvim and Schiff and inform d th th t the 
'liJA is willing and ready to go to the limit to champion the Isr el Cor-
poration in th spirit of the convention r s0lution much mor so, because 
of your o p rsonal int r st in the matt~r. 

I found out soon ther after that n goti·tions Wvr- b~ 
ring your and. my absenc , • th the Palestine Economic Cor oration and 

thc.t Neumann and Abe Goo ....... .._. ere conducting th nogotiat ons. Abe Good
man c· g to see me and I h d a long t k rith him n the subject an r -
it r ted my pladge, but he seemed to be inclina to impr s me th t I 
should take up this matter ·.1. th Szold a.nu se_ to it that the PEG be g -
erou3 in the nwgoti tions. Thereaft I found out all the facts o life 
from Schiff - th t the ICA h d collected about 470,000 in cas and inv~sted 

250,000 of thJ proceeds in a 15 year Jar· sh Agency note; it hadl 00,000 
in cash on h d, th balance havin be n spent for corporation and op rating 
expenses (this in addition to quite a bit of mon which th ZOA sp nt in 
promotion of this thing) • 

Upon the re u st of r. Schiff Abe Goodman, I call d 
Szol and talked d. th him urgi him to absorb at lo:) st t a-thirds of that 
cost. The PEG aim that it coul not t e over the Agency not in lieu 



Dr. A.H. Silver September 16, 1949 

of cash. Under pressure by Schiff and others I agreed that the "lJJA 
10uld take over the note as part of its life membership investm nts, pro

vided that the note woul be changed into a four to five year note, ortized 
annually, and endorsed by the PEC at 1 ast to the extent of half of its value. 

A few days ago, Emanuel had a long talk v, • th me and a~ft~'!Jlat 
in the event the negotiations ere not successfully culminated, I~the 
same action on behalf of the ICA, namely, the truing over of the note which 
woul imme • ately release the money to the ICA, which, in turn, ~uld enable 
them to begin functioning, thus helping psychologically in th ne attempt to 
sell stock. 

I readily consent .. d d what in more, told him that the WA 
st nds co pl3tely at the disposal an services of the ICA, and that the 
ICA could ,rite its o rel ases in th n e of the 'ZIJA. 

Having ledged all this to Neum I fcl t it my ty to tell him 
hen h as d m my personal opinion ab ut con inuing the ICA, that I s 

l 
profoun., :y convinc d, in vie. of th current s· tuo.tion both in Isra_l d 
in the United Stat ,,s, that th- sooner o r frieIYlo got out of the ICA, the 
bett r for all of us. This, believe m , dear friend , teacher, has 
no hing to ao • th any compl • nts I might ve had in th p st concerning 
th ... methods employ... in organizing th ICA. I am looking at the thing 
realistic ly, and I am impelled chiefly by the fact th t your name h s 
been so prominent-y conn cted • th this ventu e of late. 

I do not no at has been decided or if a decision as made. 
I told Em uel that I believe that the negotiations repr~s nte a most 
unfortun te inci nt if he is to continue the I6A. 

On the matter of the Conf der tion d tha progr , I s invited 
en appearea befor the E • .cuti ve of th A enc-.r un er th- ch~i.nnc.n hip of 
Gol , in th pres nee of Zuck , Gr enb rg, Schectman nd Goldst in. 
I state ther that th rudiments of th WA progr must be impl':!Dented 
ei th ... r by an alloc tion on their p rt or by n indep nd t drive. In the 
face of the ost con~id rat thou n gativ_ att ·tude on th art of the 
others, Dr. Gol st in • nt aJ.l the • th fierceness an ias unb coming 
to is professional c ing, in opposi our inc u~ion, su ~st·ng th t, in 
his jud nt, th ency oul not hesi tat to ro aim an in e. n ~ nt drive 
by us as un1 f'ul, • th all th cons uence that oul flo therefrom. 

I plac , on record th t th J 'ZI.JA is not repres nted on th E ... cuti ve; 
that • le I s sp ing for the WA I ·as at a loss to und rstand for mom 
Dr. Goldst in as speaking. I point d out th t h h d be n elect_ s 



,. . . 

Dr. A.H. Silver -5- ept ber 16, 1949 

treasur ... r of th9 Agency to serve in J erusal that it a.s expected 
that upon his resi5 nation from the treasuryship, h... uld have also re-
si 0 ed from tho Ex ... cutive. ?oreov r, I ern~hasized that if anyone pres nt 

o is A member of th~ 'ZIJA thought thPt he could become the pr sid~nt of 
the \' orld Zionist Or a.niz t • on gamnst the d.shes of the 'lJJA .n • th.., 'l/JA 

uld still continu~ to coop ere~ h_ 'l..S m ing a fatal mi st e, 

It as d cided t.1en th ·t Dr. Gol • • would maet ·d. th me in 
,a" in0 ton for th pur":>o se of furth r ex:plor· ng the situation. This 1-,e 
subs- uentl <.d.d for about s ven hou s . e gr ed that th:, 'l.JJA uld, 
wi hout prejudice to its interests, lti.thhol~ ~ction on it on c p gn or 
:ten d· s until Dr. Golr.un_ nn r turned from Pt..ris, h re he • as to meet .:th 
oth m~mbe s of the Zionist Mx cut·ve. I gr ... e to this even though I 
ms det -rmin d to rocl im the drive last 1 on • . .:ht . Instea ~ I w -

mon the Inner Committee to meet next edn .s to cons·der the matt r 
in the li8ht of the ans er Golr1ru •i:l rin . 

It m ·nter t ou to I too.{ ore ... .:.on to : y hil~ 
, oores ing th ... E.:: cuti of th en 
cerned out • s the Confedera.tio an 
th,t not i one \~uld ·e not r t:.in in 
aid ot unite, t ev n f e er~ to 

t Gold .... tein is mostly con
ly hi on )ocitjon ther.; 

r t • on • f' the I r eli ~ 
t.:.o , e ro lld 

the ~ineR ru ped out in ~t~l e ct to ork n r~rael on our on, 
the 7JJA pro gr • Other i c , the 'ZIJA , 'Ould d i e 'nd d gee te. 

cum' nn ~ 

~eq 1•:nC9" 

:ould be in 
I 

cc : Dr. 

di/ k 

li argo h ~ told e of your thirii"i on this m" ter, nd 
o m that if th o iv • re out ... , d, the con-

be too fo • dable for us to f• ce . h· t t i tu _ 
ch vent · a uestion tlat isturb me v . Of 
certrin, n me , th t f I continue, I will se this thing 

Your·· in ri .nd ... hi 

~ 
Daniel Fr· 



Sep ber 21. 1 49 

• lmliel 8Ch• Preaident 
Zionist~ nisation or rica 
ll ast 42nd sir.et 

York 17 • . York 

dear Dana 

I h to ac' led tl receipt of .. letter • th reti rence to t in-
Ti tation to visi.t t Lo Angeles ccmnum.ty in connect on th Zioni 
Cheat .,,.._...._uet on 'PJn'l~ber 6th• re t th t I hall not be b1 to accept 
the inv1 tatio • I w ~ declined a similar • , tati in Lo ~ --.ule& 
to .,...n ... -88 ir J • •'• banq t. 

I at a loss to ~Tl'llr .... r d just 1lha t was lied in eta nt or our 
letter or Se temh.- 9th, •1 wr. I can o~ lp 'maJJaae the ditficult a£
fairs ot ~thi Z.OJ.. to t best o£ ~ oam "'~-~~~• convictions and under-
standing.• I do not recall ewr having bot d y u with 8I\Y' or JIG" advice or 
... - ..... -ationa since :, became Pntei.dent. o t I discwoc""" m\f 
z.o. • affairs th you was in Pari■ on your ret!lrn Israel• t t, wu 
at your own inritation. Poll.old. the z.o.A. Co ntion I wrot.e u early in 
June • th reterence to. Rabbi --r•• election to the CZ1W'lnan■n:1~P of tm 
AI -- Z1on1et Council. lie -s art of the untin:lebed b nen ot tha 
past 1n1 tration leaders whoa I persuaded to elect you Pnai nt ot the 
z.o.A. ThAt this was not done 1• a tter ot gre regret to • am your 
known -··-eition to Rabbi 1-r made the election or • Lipaley', the leading 
spokaaan or o poeit10!l81 force■ to the st administration and to • 
aasuN<I, thereby', to quote the report in the York Herald Tribune, •ccm-
pleting the rout ot the Sil r- umann torcu"• a public imerpntation ot the 

nt which I sure you t fore n. 

othem.ee • I do not recall any • nstance in ch I bothond u th tr¥ m-
80licit.ed adYice. oo pl-...... be as t OU ill not be bot end at 81\Y 
t 1n tuture. 

Furthermore• I not rec 11 anr • n tance when you too trouble to 
cua~ th aey of • our plans and prograa. e cial]y tho 1 you mac• 
public in I l th reterenoe to our pu lie or rrt, ot the ar 
Plan tor I 1. gnn9 tter indeed• on hich I maz:r,y others 1n -
ministration d r:, strong convictions. ou t ve realised t you 

r not spellldJ u s an individual and t aple in Israel aw.t;.ut -
--.d becau of our clo ociation that you -•- also retlecting vi.en 
on the eubject. Ror did diacuss with ~ •project ■" tor ch you 
•-·- a eo-callad charter of or iciala 1n Israel. • tor t t tter. 
did diecu a with .exx>_ooo tum which you ac,M~ z.0.1. to 
rai•• I not recall t t I a AJ\Y' time crit.iciNd you tor not con-
sulting on tho• ttera. 



JJanial F.riech September 21, 1949 

I re d your letter of September l6 th with reference to your relationship to the 
1.c.A. I understand that last ff8?ling the Board ot 1.c.A. decided to m 
ith the P.E.c. You go to great lengths in your letter to explain bow correct 

you have been in reference to the 1.c.A. all along. It is, howeftr, cle r to 
e that ii' you had coneiete~ backad the I.c.A. as I hoped you ould - as tha 

Zionist Convention hoped you would - and had organised the z.o.A. tar e!'tective 
s action in behalf' of it, the r.c.A. would not now be ;taaolved. I wrote 

you last ay before the Convantion that you ought to indic tea stronger interest in the Israel corporation and that the impression 1 going abroad that you 
are irxlitterent to it. I am p rsuaded now that you were not only ndll.fer nt 
to 1 t, but you were v r:, ea r for its dissolution. 

You cannot be, you write~ "profoundly convinced thc..,t the sooner our f'rien 
got out 0£ the I.C.A., the better for all or us" and t the s t e rk tar 
its continuation am for effective support on the p rt or the z.o.A. It what 
you told Dr. umann is correct, and you told the same thing in Paris, then 
yous ould adYiee our .triends to get o t not on~ tran t e I.C.A., but also 
tram the P •• -c. and not to join 8117 econanic corporations for Israel what808Wr. 
A rged I.e. ; - P.E.c. will also involve the Zionist 0V nt. It will VII to appeal to the bers or the z.0.1. and will expect support trail it. 

I a1raid that the liquidation ot the I .c.A., ch I had hoped 11> uld become 
the jor activity of the z.o.A., will be dia t.roue to the organization. You will have no eusta:lned and t!Mllenging activity for th m•berahip or the z.o.A. 
You will not be able to lawich your. $2,000,000 tor the powers thali be will 
not penni t you, and the pittance which they will throw you - the people llho• 

ace you h ve 80ught - tor riaaining t.n tlut Confederation to ve you tace
•ving - will be 1.nsutf'icient to aep a great mowment going in the United 
StatAte. 

I think by the time you are through tight-rope wallc1ng, ae you put 1 - a role, 
by the way, which I never thought was to be youra when we backed you ror the 
presidency - you will realize the aistakee which ha been d • There will be no I.C.A. fllo will be no 2,000,000 campaign. The will be no independent 
z.o.A. activity in Israel to aount to a row or beans. 'ni. z.o. • will remain 
in t e toils ot the Contederation, rxl you will be ti cing a rapidly disintegrat
ing organization. 

I h t t m;y prophesies • 11 prOY9 fal • 

ith all good s s to you on the en ot the Year, I rema1n 

Veey cordi~ your, 

ABBA HILIEL SILVER 
All0 aer 



•••• I saw Daniel today and we t alked for about an hour and 
a half. I listened and he talked. In his opinion Hillel 
already came out against him but he will lose. He is not 
prepared to give in to Hillel. He said: "I was elected 
without Hillel 's support and against the will of Emanuel 
and I am not rtady to change my independent line. I wouldn't 
agree to attacks on Hillel , but in his fight against the 
Government I shall oppose him for it is our duty to support 
the Government. If I will not succeed in securing the Govern
ment's support for my line I shall have no alternative but to 
resign. Of course I would do it at the National Eonvention. 11 •••• 
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THE STATE OF THE ORGANIZATION 
Address delivered by Daniel Frisch, President of the Zionist 
Organization of America, at the National Administrative 
Council, at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, November 13, 1949. 

¥,:(.¥,:(.¥, 

PERSONAL NOTE 
1. In greeting you at this, the second meeting of 

the National Administrative Council of the Zionist 
Organization of America, I wish to extend a hearty 
personal welcome to every one of you. It has not been my 
privilege since I became President of the Zionist 
Organization of America to travel as much through ~he 
country and to see as much of you as I should have wanted 
to. Those of you who have come to New York and who have 
done us the honor of visiting the office, will testify 
that they have always found my door wide open to you. 
I have put myself entirely at the disposal of the Zionist 
Organization of America and those who, because of their 
interest in our cause, have become part and parcel of it. 
Yet, I cannot help feeling that because of my preoccupa
tion with the duties of the Presidency which keep me 
chained to my desk for hours on end, seven days a week, I 
may have lost much of the personal conta ct with Zionists 
throughout the country, a contact which I have cherished 
so much throughout the, years. I am gla d therefore, that 
this gathering, bringing together a s i t does, Zionist 
leaders from all parts of the l and, af' f ords me an oppor
tunity to renew and reinvigorate my friendship with all 
of you. Again, I bid each and everyone of you a most 
hearty welcome. 

2. I hope that you will agree with me that this meeting 
calls for a full report on the state of the Organization. 
It is almost six months since I took office and much has 
happened during that period, both on the larger Jewish 
scene and within the Zionist Organization. I know that 
you expect me to give you in my report, the full and 
the unvarnished truth, sparing neither myself nor others. 
The ZOA cannot grow or remain an important factor in the 
Jewish community of America and in the World Zionist 
movement unless it works in the open and in the full glare 
of public opinion, - nothing can hurt it so much as a 
secretive, conspiratorial attitude, and nothing can so 
heal its wounds as letting in the full daylight on every
thing we do or aspire to achieve. Perhaps you will 
remember that in living up to this thought and feeling, 
I did not make a secret of my desire for the Presidency 
of the Zionist Organization of America. I was an avowed 
candidate when the good practice for candidates was 
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to play hard-to-get. It is in this sirit of forth
rightness that you can exact me to act while I am in 
office and to report to you on all the activities, my~-~ 
and of others within the Organization. I am of course 
subject to your critic ism for everything I do or fail 
to do, but so, I wish you to understand, are all others 
who share in this administration. I don't mind saying 
that those who, after having accepted positions of honor 
and influence at the Convention or Regional Conferences 
throughout the country, have neglected their responsi
bilities, will come in for particularly severe treatment 
from me and in my reports. And if out of these efforts 
there emerges the image of a President who cares more 
about the progress of the Organization than about con
tinuing in office after his term is over, - the fault, I 
beg you to believe me, will not be entirely mine. You 
should have looked twice at your President before you 
eelcted him to office. So much for the personal note. 

MEMBERSHIP 
3. To begin unrolling the Organization story, I wish 

to present to you some facts and figures on finances and 
membership, - two domains which, after all is said and 
done, are the mainstays of the Organization. When I took 
office in May, I fowid myself headed f'or t 1our months of 
summer, during which ther,e is barely any income. The 
amount left in the treasury was just sutficient to carry 
us through close to a half of that period. Compounding 
this difficulty was a psychological as well as an organi
zational tendency towards disintegration pervading 

' almost every phase of the Z. O.A. Whatever the cause, - and 
I don't think this is the time to go into it - the trouble 
with finances and membership resembled more than anything 
else a creeping paralysis. That's the legacy I came 
into on May 30th. 

Today, after weeks and months of strenuous effort, 
and I might add, sleepless nights on the part of your 
President and the devoted staff, and a handful of loyal 
stand-bys, I can report that the end of the fiscal year, -
that is, September 30th, found the Z. O.A. in the black, with 
a paid-up membership of 175,000. This, compared with a 
212,000 membership of a year ago, points to the hard road 
we still have to travel if we are to catch up with our 
high watermark of affiliation, but I am persuaded that 
if we proceed to work as hard as we did in the past, and 
with every one of you lending a hand in his own community, 
we will not only equal last year's membership but 
surpass it. 

The Z. O.A., as the greatest dynamic force in American 
Jewish life and in the Zionist movement generally, 
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cannot stand still; it must grow and grow and gro. Those 
who, either because of an inborn pessimism or a desire 
for a convenient excuse, urge upon us the merits of a 
small but compact Z.O.A., are not necessarily small-souled 
themselves; they just lack vision. Instead of envisaging 
the z. O.A. as the premier Jewish organization in America, 
always in the vanguard, always leading American Jevry 
to higher goals of Jewish living, they see the Z.O.A. as just 
another organization. I am proud to say that your Presi
dent does not suffer from this sort of myopia; he sees 
the Z.O.A. as a creatively and numerically significant 
force. In his opinion, quantity and quality do not militate 
against each other. If we are ever to attain the high 
purposes which the Z.O.A. has set for itself we ne d 
them both. 

We are aware of course, of the tremendous o stacles 
in our path. In the wake of the great upsurge of enthu
siasm following the establishment of the Je 1ish State, 
has come a let-down, a relaxation of both feeling nd 
effort. Whatever the psycholog·cal and ideological re son 
that led to this p enomenon, it has had· s deleterious 
effects on Jewish org nizational affiliation throughout 
the land. Reports to the contrary n t~ithstandin, the 
Z. O.A., far from being the worst sufferer from this general 
flight from Je ish responsibility, h s, speaking in term~ 
of percentages, sustained maller losses than many another 
group. We cannot, however, be reconciled to a diminution 
in membership or, for that matter, 1n any of the multi
farious aspects of our organization. Nor can we find 
justification for those who, because of their displeasure 
at some of the activities of the present admini tration, 
withhold their support from the organization and predict 
catastrophic decline in membership American Zionist Fund, 
and shekel results. We hope to disappoint them sorely. 
We can and we shall retrieve our lo~ses and forge ahead 
as an ever-growing army, marching constantly forrard, 
inspired by the idea of Zion reborn and a renascent and 
revitalized American Je ry. 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE ISRAEL GOVERNMENT 
4. Perhaps you recall that immediately after my 

election to the Presidency of the Z.O.A. I ent on a pil
grimage to Israel. In this, I believe, I expressed what 
was in the hearts and minds of all of you and of the whole 
Zionist Organization of America. I kno I was meeting 
your innermost wishes when I sought the closest possible 
connection rith Israel. Ever since, I have never wearied 
of expressing your and my thought that we stand behind 
the duly elected Government of Israel. This Government 
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has been elected in a free and open democratic election, 
and that suffices for us to give it our utmost support. 
It is not for us as American citizens either to seek to 
influence its actions or to assume responsibility for its 
policies. To this line we have hewed all along and from 
this line we shall not deviate. Whatever justifed 
criticism there might be against Zionists throughout the 
world wishing to direct Israel's government policies 
through a system of remote control, it most decidedly does 
not apply to us, who have never attempted in any manner, 
however indirect, to influence the course of the State of 
Israel. All through my dealings with the government, the 
ruling party in Israel, and all other Zionist groups, with 
which we have wished to establish hearty cooperation, I 
have insisted only on one thing as a condition sine qua non 
-that the dignity and the interests of the Z.O.A. and 
General Zionism shall not be impaired. On this principle 
this Admini stration will never yield. However, we have 
no desire to int erfere in the affairs of others. 

ZIONIST HOUSE IN ISRAEL 
Perhaps the best symbol of' our urge for a better 

understanding between the State of Israel and the Jewish 
community in America is the z. O. A. House which is soon to go 
up on a beautiful site donated by the Jewish National Fund 
in Tel Aviv. Through this House it i s hoped America will 
be interpreted to those who d ell in the Jewish State, 
while Israel will be brought ,closer to American Jewry. 
As chairman of the 'Z. O.A. House Committee, Mr. Fred Monosson 
went on a mission to Israel to see the House through. 

RELATIONSHIP OF AMERICAN JEWRY TO ISRAEL. 
5. This brings me to a cluster of problems surround

ing the general relationship of American Jewry to the 
State of Israel. The fact is, we are still groping for 
an exact definition of this relationship. This quest, 
in which many of us are engaged, has thus far produced but 
few formulae which have satisfied both our innermost 
feelings and the requirements of the environment and the 
times in which we live. Your President, acting in behalf 
of the Organization, believes he has done his best in 
this respect. Faced with the challenge of formulating 
the Z. O.A. position on the relation of American Jewry to the 
State of Israel, he made a statement which, to him, was 
expressive of the basic thought of American Zionism. 
Utilizing the occasion of a great membership meeting, 
held at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York, in the 
presence of distinguished guests from Israel, he said: 
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•American Jews are an integral part of the 
American community. To them the establishment of 
the State of Israel represents the realization of the 
historic aspirations of the Jewish people. In no 
way is their political allegiance affected by the 
emergence of the State of Israel. American Jews owe 
their political allegiance to the government of the 
United States, while the citizens of Israel owe 
theirs to the government of the State of Israel. 
The bogey of dual allegiance, conjured up by some 
who should know better, is just pure invention. It 
is a figment of the imagination; it has no roots 
in reality. 

nit is important, ho ever, to point out in this 
connection, that such political separation does 
not imply any severance of the close cultural, 
religious and sentimental bonds existing between the 
American Jewish community and the Jewish community 
of Israel. These bonds have existed long before 
the establishment of the Jewish State and will con
tinue to exist as long as Jews everywhere will be 
linked by a sense of kinship, mainly arising from 
sense of common history and tradition. 

•It should be remembered too that the tasks under
taken by the American Zionist Organization to alle
viate the heavy and pressing burdens assumed by the 
fledgling state to absorb the hundreds of thousands 
of Jewish homeless and to help promote its economic 
development, are in full consonance with the hum ni
tarian and traditional principles of Americanism. 
Moreover, the constructive tasks of rendering econo
nomic aid to Israel are in line with the American 
foreign policy and current American interests, which 
require the consolidation of Israel as a bulwark of 
democracy in that part of the world.• 

• As to the American Jews, they remain here by 
choice, looking to ard their own future in America. 
They see no incompatibility between their Americanism 
and their profound interest in the fate and future of 
the State of Israel. In this they take their stand 
wih the late Justice Louis D. Brandeis who said: 
•Every Jew who aids in advancing the Jewish settlement 
in Palestine, though he feels that neither he nor his 
descendants will ever live there, is likewise a better 
American for doing so. ' • 

In my judgment the fact that the American Jewish Com
mittee subsequently saw fit to ide tify itself with this 
statement, in no way detracts from the Zionist character 
of the pronouncement All the rumors to the contrary 
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notwithstanding, it constitutes no "concession" either to the American Jewish Committee or to anyone else. Rather, it is a restatement of the Zionist position often enunciated by the Zionist leadership since the establishment of the Jewish State. There can of course be other formulations of Zionist principles, and I for one, shall be only too glad to consider them, if and when they are put forth. Until then I shall assume that your President's declaration on the Zionist position on the relationship of American Jewry to the State of Israel stands as the authoritative statement of he Zionist Organization of America. 

U.J.A. - AUTONOMY OF FUNDS 
6. The other issue directly connected with the attitude of American Jewry to the State of Israel is the volume of material help that must be forthcoming from the five million Jews of the United States, if the State of Israel is to begin to cope with the plethora of prob-lems which continue to pile upon it with each new wave of immigration in that unprecedented tide, that all but threatens to engulf the fledgling state. Your President has said it time and time again, ~nd takes this occasion to repeat it, that, however pressing any Jewish communal need anywhere may be, it cannot be compared, at this moment, in urgency ith the need of caring for the hundreds of thousands whom the tidal wave of Jewish misery has swept into Israel from the seven seas of Je1ish dispersion only to deposit them, hungry and shivering, on a wintry shore. The primacy of the United Jewish Appeal over all other funds was never more imperious than it is today, nor was the need greater to defend it against petty local interests, blind to poignant human tragedy, and deaf to the insistent clamor for Jewish redemption. At this critical juncture in the life of the Jewish people, ith the U.J.A. Conference which is to map out plans for rescue and rehabilitation only a few days away, your President feels that he would be derelict in his duty were he not to declare in all solemnity and in full conformity with the deepest sentiments that animate the whole membership of the Zionist Organization of America, that the historic process of the in-gathering of the Jewish people to its ancestral soil must go on until the last Jew throughout the world, who is in need of a home or who chooses to make his home in Israel, can find a new lease on life there. To this end, the Zionist Organization of America pledges itself not to leav a stone unturned until the adequate suppor required for that high purpose has been forth-
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coming in the fullest measure, consistent with the 
generosity and economic position of American Jewry. 

Coupled with this effort, which to me seems only 
natural as a sequence of the sense of kinship which 
American Jewry shares with the Jewries of the ~orld and 
with the State of Israel, there is a corollary which I 
should like to call to your attention. I refer to the 
full autonomy which must be reserved for the Zionist 
funds in America, if these funds are to be rai s ed in an 
atmosphere of complete good will and a maximum of 
generosity. American Jewry must be as free in its de
termination of the funds it will raise and their manage
ment as it is in its spiritual and cultural activities 
on American soil. Any outside interference can only 
hamper the fund-raising effort and serve to ultimately 
dry up the source of giving. To me this is axiomatic, 
but since even axioms are often misunderstood, it is 
well to repeat them from time to time, giving notice to 
all and sundry that they cannot be continually violated 
with impunity. This principle of autonomy we shall 
defend to the utmost at the forthcoming Congress, the 
supreme Zionist authority. 

CHALUTZIUT 
7. Directly connected with our a t t itude to ard the 

State of Israel is the form as well as the direction of 
the Chalutziut movement in America. Of late there has 
been precipitated in the press, and also via the grape
vine, a considerable controversy over your resident' s 
stand on Chalutziut. I have been represented as an 
opponent of American Chalutziut. I wish to brand this 
sort of talk as a complete misrepresentation of the 
position of the Zionist Organization of America. We 
have always regarded Chalutziut as one of the gre t con
tributions which American Jewry can make to the upbuild
ing of the Jewish Homeland, and this is precisely our 
position today. If anything at all has changed in our 
attitude, it relates entirely to 1ays and means, not to 
the goal which the Z.O.A. along with the whole Zioni s t 
movement, has set itself with regard to Chalutziut. 

As far as the Z.O.A. is concerned, the only ch nge it 
has made has been limited to the matter of propaganda . 
Plugat Aliyah had used our funds chiefly, if not ex
clusively, for propaganda to stimulate sentiment among 
young American Jews to choose a life of pioneering in 
Israel. It is my profound conviction that the fact it
self of the creation of the State of Israel and the 
shining example of high courage and singular achievement 
it has been setting for our youth the world over have 
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rendered direct propaganda for Chalutziut quite unnecessary. It is my considered judgment that what we need most is a constructive plan to lead the prevailing , enthusiasm and the inspiration into channels of practical activity. Such a plan, in my opinion, must concentrate on the selection of the pioneering material rather than on the promotion of sentiment for pioneering. In line with this thought, the Z.O.A., with your approval, will soon begin to register eligible American yoW1g men and women for pioneering work in Israel, which will include settlement on the Z.O.A. colonies soon to be established, as well as highly skilled technical labor, of which the fledgling Jewish State stands in great need. Once selected from the registration lists, after a short orientation course in the United States, these young men and women will be enabled to proceed to Israel and do their training there nnder conditions typical of those they will have to live and work under in the Jewish State. This, to my mind, is a form of •hachshara• vastly superior to that we were engaged in through the years with very meager success, before the establishment of the Je ish State. It is to this sort of Chalutziut, including this new form of •hachshara,• that the Z.O.A. is prepared to give a maximum of support. Lest I be misunderstood, I should like to add that the z.o.A., while ready to embark upon a new course regarding Chalutziut, is by no means pulling up its stakes from the old domain. The Z.O.A.'s partnership in Hechalutz and its hachshara farming enterprises, remains nnimpa1red. Negotiations with the Zionist groups concerning possible modifications of the Chalutziut program are still continuing and I have no doubt but that a modus operandi satisfactory to everybody will be found. 

JEWISH EDUCATION 
8. Which brings us to the problem of Jewish youth education and of Jewish education generally. To my mind, no problem before us is more pressing or more farreaching in its consequences both for the future of the Jewish commnnity in the United States and our relations with the State of Israel. For years I've given the question of Jewish education my closest personal consideration. I still regard it as the central issue in Zionist and in American Jewish life. In my Program for Action, which you were good enough to adopt unanimously at your last meeting, I recommended, after putting forward some general considerations, that •we fearlessly think through the whole problem of Jewish education in America in relation to our mode of life as Jews.• The 
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National Commission 011 Jewish Education of the Zionist 
Organization of America, composed of some of the leading 
Jewish educators in this cowitry, is doing just that, and 
it is hoped that before long we shall have not only a 
philosophy of Jewish education in America but also a blue 
print of the ways and means how to put that philosophy 
into practice, bringing about that long-delayed in
tellectual revolution in Jewish life which has been the 
goal of Zionism since its inception. 

Meanwhile, I've taken the liberty of recommending to 
the rank and file, as well as the districts and regions 
of the Zionist Organization of America, a number of con
crete measures that the members of the Zionist Organiza
tion must carry out if they take their Zionism seriously. 
These are the three "musts• urged by your President: 
(1) Every Zionist must send his own children to Hebrew 
school as a matter of cardinal Zionist duty from which 
there can be no deviation; (2) Every Zionist district 
must become a center for the cultivation and dissemina
tion of Jewish education and culture in the local com
munity: wherever there is no Hebrew school, the Zionist 
district must help to establish one, and wherever there 
is a Hebrew school in existence, the Zionist district must 
make sure that it is conducted according to the soundest 
principles of Hebrew education; (3) Zionist regions must 
assume responsibility for a great Jewish cultural 
project in their own part of the country, in the form of 
a Chair in Hebrew Language and Literature in one or more 
W1iversities, or of Jewish educational activities on 
the university compuses, or both. These three steps, 
generally regarded as withtn the power of our membership 
to W1dertake, must be Wldertaken without undue delay. 
Your President shall insist on their being carried out 
with the utmost possible dispatch and will not cease re
minding you of their urgency until they are carried out. 
•As Zionists," I said in my appeal to our membership to 
redouble its efforts in behalf of Jewish education, •we 
dare not wait or depend on others to do our work for us. 
Zionists in America, as elsewhere, are the shock troops 
of the Jewish renascence, or they are summer soldiers 
merely playing with Jewish destiny.• Let us not be 
summer soldiers. Let us show that in this struggle for 
Jewish survival and for the soul of our own children we 
mean to fight with all the force at our command until 
victory is won. 

YOUTH 
The problem of Zionist youth has caused your Presi

dent no end of worry. The plain truth is that, after 
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fifty years of Zionist work in this coW1try, we still 
find ourselves without a key to the heart and mind of our 
American Jewish youth. It is my conviction that of all 
organizational forms of Zionist youth education, that of 
the young Zionist districts is the most practical as well 
as promising. In line with this thought, we have been 
conducting negotiations with Masada to assume a central 
position in the framework of our Zionist Youth Organiza
tion. A strong Z.O.A. delegation will attend the Masada 
Convention to propose our new plans which, when ac
cepted, will, I trust, prove a turning point in Zionist 
youth wcrk in America. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
9. As the premier Jewish organization operating on 

the American scene, we have a vital interest in the 
regeneration of the whole of American Jewry, not only 
of its youth. In my "Program for Action" I stated my 
position, in hich you concurred, when I said: "It is 
our inescapable destiny as Zionists not only to mobilize 
the American Jevish community and all its vast resources 
for the support of Israel, but to render it into one of 
the greates t power-houses of Jewish creativity and of 
Jewish genius ." It is id1e to expect the Jewish com
munity of America to even approximate this ideal as long 
as it is dominated by a few individuals and small groups 
with vested interests. It must be reorganized on a 
democratic basis with the control of communal activi
ties and funds in the hands of the many instead of the 
few. 

It is melancholy to reflect that American Jewry 
which, because it has its being in the heart of American 
democracy, should be democratic, has been organized 
along lines which are anything but democratic. 
The result is that even some American Zionists, having 
grown up in a Jewish commun l atmosphere devoid of 
democracy, and misreading the signs of the times, have 
come to resent your President's constant insistence on 
the democratic processes being applied to Jewish life. 
This attitude indicates the need of further education of 
American Zionists with regard to Jewish democratic 
community organization, particularly as it affects the 
power and the prerogatives of the Jewish Welfare Funds. 
To meet this need, I have made available under the title 
of "Democra~ization of the Jewish Community," a 
phamplet, outlining a program of Jewish democracy in 
America, beginning with the democratization of the local 
Jewish Community Councils and ending with a projected 
democratic representation of the Jews of the United 
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States, to which all Jewish n tional organizations and 
fund-raising agencies are to be subject for supervision 
or control. In such a Jewish community system, based on 
the concept of American democracy, the Zionist Organiza
tion of America, I pointed out, would have no difficulty 
in finding its proper place. As to the national or
ganizations and fund-raising agencies, they would have 
to learn to take their place as the accredited agencies 
of the whole Jewish community in America. This I added, 
would apply particularly to the Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds, which, in the new democratic communal 
order, would be required to serve as the fiscal arm for 
the whole Jewish community, under strict communal 
control. 

If all this seems remote or unattainable it is be
cause we have not taken our Jewish democracy seriously 
and are not taking it as seriously today as we should. 
As far as your President is concerned, he is convinced 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that we must press on in the 
direction of Jewish communal reorganization constantly 
and relentlessly, until Jewish communal chaos, with all 
its wastefulness and irresponsibility, makes room for 
order and democratic control. 

Until that day, I hope you will agree with me that, 
as Zionists, we cannot do otherwi ·e than challenge the 
concentration of almost unlimited power over the purse 
strings and the activities and the life of the Jewish 
community in America in the hands of the few, however 
well intentioned. It is this thought that I expressed 
when, at the end of my pamphlet, I st ted: "To my mind, it 
is not casting any aspersion on the integrity or ability 
of those who today compose the leadership of the Federa
tion and Welfare F'unds, to say that until they accept 
the control of the organized dewocratic Jewish com
munity, they cannot expect to be entrusted with the 
direction of Jewish life through a system of planning and 
budgeting. After all is said and done, they represent 
but a part or at best parts of the totality of Jewish 
community life. They should be guided by the will of the 
community as a whole rather than by their own notion of 
what is good and proper for the community. Personally, 
I am with Lincoln who said that "everybody knows more than 
anybody." This may not have been the most politic 
way of putting it, but I believe the time has come to 
speak out bluntly and call a spade a spade. 

I hope in the near future to be able to appoint our 
National Commission on Jewish Community Organization 
under the chairmanship of an outstanding civic leader. 
It will be the task of that Commission to implement, with 
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the aid of Zionists in all the communities, the program 
of the reorganization and the democratization of the 
American Jewish community. 

SHEKEL 
10. There remains to touch upon a number of major 

organizational problems such as the Shekel Campaign, 
preparation for the World Zionist Congress, the American 
Zionist Funds, etc. 

I doubt whether there will be much disagreement 
concerning the role of the Shekel in our own day. 
Originally intended by the World Zionist Congress as a 
means of mobilizing the Jewish people in support of the 
Zionist movement, it has lost most of its usefulness. 
As a measure of Zionist strength throughout ~the Jewish 
world and the relative strength of the various Zionist 
parties, it has proved most unreliable. As an instrument 
for raising funds for the World Zionist Organization it 
has become hopelessly outmoded. Yet, we must take the 
Shekel in consideration as we prepare for the World 
Zionist Congress since the Shekel, according to the 
constitution of the World Zionist Congress, is the sole 
basis of representation at the Congress. 

I had hoped that it might be possible, by agreement 
with the World Zionist Organization and with the Zionist 
parties involved, to dispense with the sale of Shkolim 
this year and with the usually noisy and quarrelsome 
shekel campaign that accompanies the nationwide sale or 
shkolim. Unfortunately, ,our negotiations with the 
various Zionist groups looking toward some kind of an 
arrangement involving financial provision for the World 
Zionist Organization as well as a basis for the distri
bution of representation at the Zionist Congress, has not 
brought the desired results. Despite our pleas, the 
decision was taken to go through with the shekel 
campaign. The rule rather than reason has triumphed; 
we had no choice but to submit. 

Thus the Zionist Organization of America has been 
challenged to measure its own strength against that of 
other Zionist parties in the United States. We accept 
this challenge. A call must go forth to each and every 
member of the Zionist Organization to see to it that all 
his friends and acquaintances and all within the reach of 
his influence acquire Shkolim from him. The number of 
Shkolim sold by the Z.O.A. must top, as in the years 
past, the number of Shkolim sold by any other Zionist 
group in America. On this show of strength depends our 
position of leadership in World Zionism. This position 
of leadership has been ours for many years, we dare not 
relinquish it. 
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A word to our districts and regions. The Shekel is a 
measuring rod, at the moment at least, of the strength of 
the Zionist Organization of America and the greatest 
support for its claim to the strongest American dele
gation to the World Zionist Congress. The Zionist 
districts and regions and their respective leaderships 
will therefore be held to strictest accountability for 
their part in selling the Z.O.A. shekel. I promise you 
to report faithfully on the achievements and the failure 
of each part of our organization in the great Shekel 
drive in which we are soon to engage. Nobody who 
neglects this primary duty to the Z.O.A. can expect any 
consideration from me or, for that matter, from an 
aroused membership which will be duly informed about his 
desertion under fire. 

Now a word about the representation at the forth
coming Zionist Congress. It has been our contention, 
based upon profoWld conviction, that the Zionist move
ment, particularly in the United States, cannot afford 
an electoral party-struggle at this juncture, and that 
the distribution of mandates to the forthcoming Zionist 
Congress should be made through an understanding and 
amicable settlement among the Zionist parties. It is 
our unshakable belief that no party advantage that might 
be gained from an election could possibly outweigh the 
incalculable harm that would accrue from an electoral 
struggle to the State of Israel, to the United Jewish 
Appeal and to American Zio1nism as a whole. So strongly 
is your President C'Onvinced of the irreparable damage of 
such an electoral struggle that, confronted with the 
choice between an election and lack of any representation 
at the Congress, he would choose the latter rather than 
jeopardize the welfare of the whole Zionist movement. 
If this sounds like a concession to those who would 
capitalize on our sensibilities and loyalties to the 
highest interests of the Zionist movement, let them make 
the most of it. However, they would do well not to under
rate the fighting power of the Z.O.A. It has never been 
known to flinch in the face of provocation or challenge. 

WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS 
11. The first Zionist Congress to be held since the 

establishment of the State of Israel may well be an 
exceedingly important one in the history of Zionism. 
Decisions of far-reaching importance affecting the 
structure of the World Zionist Organization and its 
scope of activities will be adopted. 

The Zionist Organization of America is pledged to 
defend at the forthcoming Zionist Congress the principle 
of autonomy for all territorial Zionist federations 
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constituting the World Zionist Organization. The Z.O.A. 
is also committed to the concept of a strong World Zionist 
movement, with wide powers to mobilize all the moral, 
intellectual and material resources of World Jewry, both 
for the strengthening of the State of Israel and the 
safeguarding of Jewish survival and the flowering of 
Jewish culture throughout the world. As the prime mover 
of such gigantic mobilization effort embracing the en
tire world outside the physical borders of the State of 
Israel, I can see one personality looming up before me: 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. Under his leadership, I am 
certain, the Zionist movement will go from strength to 
strength, realizing the high hopes of world Zionism of 
which the establishment of the Jewish State was but a 
partial fulfillment. This goal, in my opinion, can be 
attained if we have peace and cooperation within the 
Zionist movement. Your President has been straining 
every effort to bring out of the conflicting interests in 
Zionism the greatest degree of harmony possible. If by 
narrowing the field of discord and widening the area of 
agreement among the Zionist groups, we can.reach an 
accord with the Zionist parties before and during the 
Congress, we shall have in Jerusalem a Congress of peace 
that will be productive of results so beneficial that 
only the greatest of ,optimists have dared to dream about 
them. 

WORLD CONFEDERATION OF GENERAL ZIONISTS 
12. Our relation to the World Confederation of 

General Zionists will undoubtedly affect our position at 
the next Zionist Congress. While our success at the 
last Zionist Congress at Basle was due mainly to the 
correctness of our position on outstanding issues, there 
is no doubt but that it was helped by the World Con
federation of General Zionists. However, due to changed 
conditions, our relations with the Confederation have 
become platonic. We've entered the Confederation, 
inspired by the hope of forging it into a mighty instru
ment for the promotion of a General Zionism worthy of the 
name. With the General Zionist Party in Israel split 
into quarreling factions, this hope has gone aglimmering. 
At this time a commission of three distinguished Zionist 
leaders, representing all General Zionist factions in 
Israel, is here for the purpose of inducing the Z.O.A. 
to again become active in the Confederation. Thus far 
the negotiations with the delegation have produced an 
exchange of opinion leading to a better appreciation of 
each other's position. The members of the delegation 
will address you and I am sure you will accord them a 
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respectful hearing. It is my considered judgment that at 
this time w~ ought to limit our participation in the 
Confederation to the point of attending a special con
ference, scheduled by the Confederation to be held prior 
to the next session of the Actions Committee, with the 
understanding that a) the conference is free to elect 
officers and b) that our participation does not bind us 
to any pattern of action with regard to the Confederation 
in the future. 

AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
13. Every day presents the World Zionist movement 

with new problems as a result of continued threats to the 
territorial integrity of the State of Israel. The 
latest attack is aimed at the very heart of both the 
State of Israel and the Jewish people, - which is 
Jerusalem. The American Zionist Council, which repre
sents all Zionist parties, has been trying hard to re
cover ground lost during months of shadowy existence and 
neglect. It has attempted to stop th drive for the 
internationalization of Jerusalem. Your President, 
impelled by the grea t urge, which he knows is in the he rt 
of every Jew, to save Jerusalem from being severed from 
the living body of Israel has done -ha t he could to 
arouse the ent i re membership of the Zionist Organiz tion 
of America on the Jerusalem issue. The oath "If I 
forget Thee, 0, Jerusalem" which he recommended to be 
taken as part of every Zi oni st a s emblage has made, as he 
has been informed, a profound impression upon all 
observers as well as participants. Similarly his call 
upon the candidates for the U.S. Senate in the last N. Y. 
state elections to declare themselves jointly on 
Jerusalem, was met with wide acclaim. If because of 
these actions, which he regarded necessary to the succes s 
of our cause, he i s to be adjudged, as some seem inclined 
to adjudge him, a breaker of discipline, he will not 
demur. There is a time for speaking out and time for 
keeping silent. To me it s eemed that the time h d come 
for the Zionist Organization of America to speak out and 
not to keep silent, fulfilling the ~ords of the prophet: 
"For the sake of Zion I shall not keep silent• 
(l'maan tzion lo echsheh.) 

AMERICAN ZIONIST FUND 
14. Thus far I've spoken of Zionist s problems and 

our plans and work designed to meet them. I've said very 
little about the wherewithal ith which to accomplish our 
high purposes. The American Z • onist Fund is our greatest 
financial instrument which enables us to carry out our 
plans and projects. Without it the wheels of our organi-
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zation stand still, our plans and blueprints are mere 
scraps of paper and our high vaulting ventures are just 
empty gestures. I need hardly tell you that the proceeds 
from membership dues, of which, by the way, only a minor 
share remains in our national coffers, are far from suffi
cient to cover our budget. We need the American Zionist 
Fund not only to make it possible for us to continue our 
present operations but to expand them. You adopted a 
Program of Action for the Zionist Organization of America. 
This program, if it is to be implemented even in part, will 
require the expenditure of large funds. If you really 
believe in the program you have adopted unanimously and 
its value both for the State of Israel and American Jewry, 
you will do your utmost to make the American Zionist Fund 
this year the greatest success it has been in years. Each 
district and region has a duty of its own to the American 
Zionist Fund, a duty which no one dare shirk. I will look 
to each and everyone of you to be my helper in the great 
task of put ting over the American Zionist Fund, as it has 
never been put over before, in each and every community 
through the United. States. We have great work to do and 
we need large funds to d,o it with. This, is the time for 
every good Zionist to show his mettle through giving 
and producing. 

ZIONIST HOUSE IN ISRAEL 
15. Another of our requirements is mo,ney for the 

Z.O.A. House in Israel. We have over $100,000 already 
raised, but we need $2'00,000 more. This 'Sum is not included 
in the American Zionist Fund. The Z.O.A. House in Israel 
gives promise to become not only one of the shining land
marks in the State of Israel, but also a monument to the 
Z.O.A. contribution to a better understanding beween 
America and Israel. I bespeak your utmost generosity for 
this great venture of the Z.O.A. in Israel. 

BUDGET OF ORGANIZATION 
16. A brief word on the budget of the organization. 

The budget, originally prepared for the Convention, 
amounted to only $1,100,000 against 1,400,000 of last 
year. Since the convention, however, we have instituted 
a number of economies, enabling us to operate on a lower 
figure. So far, only one month of the new fiscal year has 
elapsed and we have been able to keep our expenses down to 
a minimum basis. I am afraid, however, that we may not be 
so fortunate in the coming months, since demands are 
constantly being made on our organization for the exten
sion of our operations. However, I can promise you that 
everything possible will be done to continue to operate 
within our means and to make sure that our organizations 
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will remain on a liquid basis. There will be no deficit 
financing while I am president. While I hope to be able to 
continue our subventions to many worthwhile organizations 
deserving our support, I will do so only on the basis of 
our financial ability as reflected in our monthly finan
cial status. Believe me, it is neither easy nor pleasant 
for your President to constantly resist the pressure of 
groups concentrating on their own needs to the exclusion 
of everything else. 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
17. While I am on the question of funds, I regard it as 

a genuine pleasure as well as a special privilege to be 
able to report to you that, as a result of an agreement 
with us, the Jewish National Fund will put at the disposal 
of the Z.O.A., 6,000 dunams of good land, centrally located, 
for the first two agricultural colonies which the Z.O.A. 
is about to establish in Israel. In addition thereto, the 
Jewish National Fund has generously agreed to allocate 37% 
of its own funds that will be raised by the Z.O.A. member
ship, under this arrangement, for further assistance to 
the Z.O.A. colonie,s ,.. I know I speak out of your hearts 
when I take this occasion to express our gratitude to the 
Jewish National Fund for this fine he1p which it has 
extended to the Z.O.A. in one of the most significant 
ventures of our organization. 

Over the years, the Je ish National Fund has won for 
itself a place in every Jewish heart, which sets it apart 
as a singular instituti.on of incomparable significance 
in Jewish life. No matter how much we do for the upbuild-
ing of the State of Israel and for Je ish survival every
where, each and every one of us must add to his list of 
activities a special effort on behalf of the Jewish National 
Fund. This is a MUST. More than ever this is the time to 
come to the assistance of the Jewish National Fund which . 
is now doing a heroic job in preparing new vast stretches 
of land for the hundreds of thousands now pouring into 
Israel and the multitudes that are to follow. I appeal to 
every Zionist to do his utmost for the J.N.F. so that, 
within the framework of the agreement between the J.N.F. 
and the U. J .A., J .N.F. receipts may be adequate to the 
needs of the hour. 

MACHINES FOR ISRAEL. 
18. A few more organizational notes which I shall 

ask you to bear in mind: Our organization has undertaken 
a campaign for machinery supply equipment. There is a 
crying need for machines of all sorts, beginning with 
sewing machines and ending with carpenters' tools. Our 
Zionist districts have been asked to carry out an intensive 
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campaign among the membership as ell as among all our 
friends in the communities throughout the land for this 
type of machinery, which we are eager to forward to Israel 
with the least possible delay for distribution among the 
legion of the "forgotten man" there. You are urged to 
give this important project your most serious considera
tion and your heartiest cooperation. It is through 
projects like these that Zionists in America identitfy 
themselves most closely with our people in the State of 
Israel. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND ISRAEL INFORMATION 
The Z.O.A. Commis s ion on Public Information has 

already sent out some very worthwhile material to the 
leaders of our districts and membership. A new program of 
information on Israel will soon be started, affording 
each and every district an opportunity to set up its o n 
information center for the purpos e of servicing all those 
in the community who desire any type of information about 
Israel and Israeli life, including information about 
visas, cost of transportation, custom charges, hotel, 
schools, kvutzot, the latest books and plays, how best to 
send parcels or money to r elatives, etc. The Z.O.A. 
Israel Information Service, vhich i no engaged in 
preparatory ork, is expected to begin functioning the 
latter part of January. 

Our publications have been expanded and improved. 
I hope you have been reading the New Palestine, and I trust 
you will agree ith me that it has become more interesting. 
The New Palestine, which in line ith our retrench-
ment policy, has appeared since the Convention every 
four weeks, will, because of the greatly aroused interest, 
henceforth appear every three r eks. DosYi~dishe Folk 
as some of you may have noted, has now been enlarged to 
include a Hebrew supplement. I am glad to report that 
its circulation had risen considerably in the last few 
months. 

ISRAEL CORPORATION OF AMERICA AND PALESTINE ECO. CORP. 
An organizational event of great importance occurred 

when the unification of the Israel Corporation of 
America with the Palestine Economic Corporation took 
place. Your President, acting in the interests of the 
Organization, assisted in thi s unification, which. he is 
sure, ill bring good result for the State of Israel. I 
bespeak for the Palestine Economic Corporation, whose 
record for sound investment, dividends and management is 
unexcelled, your most hearty support. It is my profound 
belief that it is through private capital investments that 
we can help in the most fficient m nner to build the 
economy of the State of Israel. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF Z.O.A. COLONIES - NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
JEWISH AGENCY 

19. I now come to the crux of our work in Israel. For 
some time it has become increasingly clear to most of us, 
if not to all of us, that the z. O.A., in order to make its 
maximum contribution to the upbuilding of the State of 
Israel, must undertake a special task of its own to be 
carried out under its own name and in accordance with its 
own principles and ideas. In line with this thought, I 
recommended to you, upon my return from Israel last summer, 
the establishment of the first two Z.O.A. agricultural 
colonies and as much aid as possible to the social services 
for the forgotten man in Israel. To carry out these 
projects we required substantial funds, which we could 
obtain either from the Jewish Agency or through a special 
campaign. 

Our negotiations with the Jewish Agency have been 
carried on over a long period of months, leaving us 
alternately between hope and despair. However, I am 
glad to be able to report to you that finally we have 
reached an agreement which I can recommend to you. 

According to the agreement, the Z.O.A. will receive 
from and through the World Confede.ration 0 1f General 
Zionists, the sum o.f' $500,,000 to be· used by the Z.O.A. in 
Israel. To make this transaction pos ible, the Jewish 
Agency has increased for the fiscal year of 1950,, its 
allotment to the General Zionist Constructive Fund of the 
Confederation, from $750,000 to $1,100,000, that is, by 
$350,000, which was earmarked by the Agency for the Z.O.A. 
In addition, the World Confederation of General Zionists, 
out of the consideration for the work of the z. O.A., has 
allotted out of its meagre resources, the sum of $150,000 
to the Z.O.A. to be spent by the Z.O.A. in Israel. As an 
act of our appreciation of this generosity, I recommend 
that the Zionist Organization of America spend 150,000 
out of consideration for the work of the Z.O.A., has 
Keren of the Confederation. I can only say here that this 
money will be spent by the Z.O.A. mostly to strengthen 
the credit facilities and the social services of the small 
man in Israel, - the forgot ten man. 

Here, for the record, is the full text of the letter 
from the World Confederation of General Zionists, signed 
by its president, Dr. Israel Goldstein: 

November 10, 1949 

•Mr. Daniel Frisch, President 
Zionist Organization of America 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York, N. Y. 
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Dear Mr. Frisch: 
Pursuant to the conversations and negotiations 

which have been held between you and your colleagues 
on behalf of the Z.O.A. and my colleagues and myself 
on behalf of the World Confederation of General 
Zionists and its Constructive Fund, I am pleased to 
convey the following: 

The General Zionist Constructive Fund (Keren 
Mifalim Constructiviim), out of the allocation to it 
of 1,100,000 from the United Palestine Appeal in 
1950, will make available a sum of 500,000 to be 
used by the Z.O.A. for constructive projects in 
Israel. 

We look forward to good results for this arrange
ment. It will provide additional opportunities for 
strengthening the economy of Israel, increasing 
its absorptive capacity, and enabling additional 
numbers of General Zionists to find assistance 
similar to that provided by other Zionist parties to 
their groups, such as will help them gain a long-
a aited foothold in the land of their fulfillment. 
Thus the existing program of the General Zionist 
Constructive Fund will be enhanced. 

May I also take this occasion to express the hope 
that the Z.O.A. which has had an outstanding part in 
the founding of the World Confederation of General 
Zionists, ill lend its full strength and support to 
this body representing the largest single group 
within the Zionist movement. 

Sincerely yours 

(Signed) DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 
Ch irman.• 

This still leaves us with the need for funds to 
finance the first two Z.O.A colonies, nd it is at this 
point that the Je ish Agency has decided to extend to us its 
greatest help. According to an arrangement between the 
Z.O.A. and the Jewish Agency, - an arrangement by the way, 
unanimously approved by the representatives of all Zionist 
parties in the Jewish Agency Executive - the Jewish 
Agency will finance two Z.O.A. colonies in Israel to be 
built in accordance with the plans and directions of the 
Z.O.A. and settled by a special group selected by the z.o.A. 
It is estimated that the building of these two colonies 
will require an oulay in the neighborhood of 750,000 and 
that the number of settlers ill run to about two hundred, 
of whom two-thirds will come from the United States, and 
the remainder to be selected by us from those in Israel. 
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Here, again for the record, i the letter of the Jewish 
Agency, signed by Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the 
American Section of the Jewish Agency: 

November 9, 1949 
"Mr. Daniel Frisch, President 
Zionist Organization of America 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York City, N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Frisch: 
I want to inform you that the Executive of the 

Jewish Agency has decided to include the program of 
establishing two agricultural settlements in Israel, 
based on plans worked out by the Z. 0. A. in consul tat ion 
with the Colonization Department, within its 
program for 1950. 

The settlements will be established on land which 
the Keren Kayemeth L'Israel will provide based on 
your agreement with it and they will be financed by 
the Colonization Department as part of the general 
budget for Colonization. 

I hope that the Z.O.A. will mobilize as soon as 
possible the manpower for these settlements and 
will begin discussions rith he Colonization Depart
ment as to the, details of the implementation of the 
program. 

With best regards. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed} Nahum Goldmann 
Chairman, American Section 
Jewish Agency for Palestine." 

I wish to take this occasion to express my thanks to 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, chairman of the American Section of the 
Jewish Agency, and Berl Locker, chairman of the Jewish 
Agency in Jerusalem, for their generous help in carrying 
through this financial arrangement. I know t_heir task has 
not always been an easy one. Often in the long negot ia-
t ions they have been called upon to put the welfare of the 
Movement above party considerations. 

UNIFICATION OF FUND-RAISING FOR ISRAEL 
In recommending the acceptance of the arrangement with 

the Jewish Agency and the World Confederation of General 
Zionists, I am aware that the amounts which have been put 
at our disposal are not at all adequate for the high pur
poses we have in mind. At the same time, I wish you would 
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remember that none of the great Zionist funds, certainly 
not the special funds of Zionist groups, such as 
Hadassah and the Histadrut, were large at their beginnings. 
They have grown with the passing years. We regard the 
present financial urrangement with the Jewish Agency as a 
mere beginning; we are determined to grow and grow and grow. 
That is how a great organization must pursue its historic 
task. We have momentarily yielded our right to enter upon 
a special campaign out of regard for the needs of the hour 
which require complete concentration on the forthcoming 
U. J .A. campaign. We still believe in the complete 
unification of all funds, raised for Israel, in the U.J.A. 
This conviction we shall defend at every opportunity, 
while def ending our claim to our own share in the funds, 
that we regard as adequate for our work in Israel. 

20. I've come to the end of my report: I know it has 
been too long and has truced your patience unduly, and I beg 
your forgiveness. I have felt that I owe you every sig
nificant item of information that would give you a correct 
picture of the state of your organization during this 
period of transition. After all is said and done, you are 
the true masters of the Zionist Organization of America. 
In you resides the power to make policies. You can hold us 
all to strict acc,ount~bil.ity for their execution. We are 
here to conduct the organization in your spirit. 

In reporting to you of my stewardship during the 
last six months, I cannot but feel very humble. The task 
is so immense while the achievements have been so few and 
limited. If I have accomplished anything in the course of 
these six months, it is because in all I have done and 
sought to do I've been aware of your presence and felt 
your impulse at every hour. Yours is the driving force in 
our organization. Ours is a truly democratic movement· 
while others talk about democracy, we practice it. It's 
because of this upsurge of genuine popular sentiment, 
which is possible only in a democracy, that we have suc
ceeded in becoming the most dynamic force in American 
Jewry today. Without a trace of arrogance but also without 
undue humility, I declare in your name: We, Zionists, 
have come to revolutionize Jewish lif'e, to redeem it f'rom 
the sloth of indifference, to recapture its ancient 
glories, to reconstruct it on a new and healthy basis. 
That is our destiny! God willing, we shall not be found 
wanting. 
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Mil'TIJTES OF ~1r ING OJ· NATit Ji.AL ADI II tUS'ffi :\TIVE COPl'TC IL OF z.OA. 1 HELD AT THE WALD0!~F-AST:iRIA H< >T~~Lz ~~. L _ Sl ~IDAJ-1_ NOVF'?,=iER Jj_, 19¼-9 

Pres id1..ng: Rudolf Sann\; ".Jorn, .., ha5 rri,.:1n 

The meeting ,;,1a.s opened by the Ct.a~rma.1.., who welc or .ed t . ~ Ir-embers and euests, and then rrcceect.ed to outline the agenda coveri1g the dt:1.y's meeting. 

REPORT OF NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN -------------
Abraham Redel heim, national rr.etr'bership chairn.a.n, r ender ·;d a r eport on membership activities. He stressed the importance of a large ~ncre lse inn bers to strengthen the ZOA an help to provide necessary inco e fo~ its essentitil operations. He outlined various techniques ini tie.ted by the national of .._'ice which M:r. Redelheim stated would assist materially in implement ng rr.embership campaicns throu{shcut the country$ 

Reporting on 6. recent tour of numerous comruuni ties, the spes.li:~r pointed out he had d.is"'erned a lack of interest en th1:: part of ma .... y of t he leudership rather than among the 10::11~ and file, with some di.stricts fail-tng "to impler 12nt the material sent out by the national office. Mr~ Fect.elhe:.m stre "' sed t·rie vital role which the ZOA has played. and must continue to pla y in Ar_erica and ::i: s rael, and called for the fulleet coope.~:ation in 01·der to ac 1ieve: memb rslup goals., 

AMERICAN Zlu HST FUND 

the AZF. 
the most 
served. 
projects 

-----· 
Jacob Lukash,11~, ch.:.irmrJ:--1, outlin t .P. vari ") u5 pr - ject"" sponsored by He ~hara~terizcd the Fun(i as the ::.ndi pc nsable arm of the '!,OA and one of effe :- tive and l" r cessa.cy at :!ncies by wh~c 1 its f inanc J a.l neF '.'3 may be In addi1.-.ion to its regula:r program, t he AZF th L.) yea will sponsor special including Machinery and Equipment for Isr·ael ar.d tte ZOA R ,use. 

Discussing fund-raising methods, ~.ir. LuKashck pointed 0 1t that techniques and tim:i.ng should be adapted to the conditions ad opportuni ~ies existing in regions and districts throughout the country. He advocated the holdine of a joint campaign fo:': ~ and Projects for Israel where feasible., emp.r1sizina however that such campaigns must not conflict with local UJA drJ.ves. Speci.r...l literat~e is be ng prepared to supplement locally devised material. ttu-. Luka··hok stated many campaigns were already under way and it was hoped that allocat~.ons from ·lo-lfare Funds would equal if not exceed those of t 1e previouc year. 

SHEI<EL CAMPAIGN 

In the absence of Harry Cohen, nation:-..1 chai. tman, Dr. s - muel 1-iargoshes, a member of the national ZOA shekel commit-tee, ou~lined p.reli:r.inary plans for the launching of the shekel <lrive in connection with the fo.rthco~.r.lg Wo.~•ld Zionist Congress scheduled to be held in Israel this summer. He s tat ,:.d the work was only in its initial stage, adding there was some reluctance by the ZOA to engage in an extended shekel campaign at this ti e. However, the ZOA was confro. 1ted with a challenge by other Zionibt parties in the USA and t1eret ore h~d no other recourse than to proceed w1th its own shekel drive. Dr. Mnrgosh sex 1 &ined that a successful shekel campaign would determine the size of tle ZOA deleg tion to the ConBress and help to maintain the position of leadership enjoyed by th organj.zation int.le Uorld Zionist movenent. He called for wholehearted cooperation on the pa.rt of all Zionist leaders to ensure the success of the she~el drive. 
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REPORT OF DR. ROBBINS 

The Chairman introduced Dr. Morton Robbins_, Yice-chairman of the National 
Administrative Council., newly appointed chs.irrnan of the American Z tonlst Youth 
Commission, who had just returned from an extended visit to .. srael " 

Dr . Robbins devoted the greater part of his re arks to a re&entation of 
his views of the political picture in Israel. HF referred in partjc lar to tne 
situation in General Zionism crea:ed by the split and subseq··:ent f er ,a.tion of the 
G. z. Progressive Party; the relation of these two Ge eral Z10nist groups to the 
over-all World Confederation of Gcue:ral Zionists and to the '.!,QA,. 

Prefacing his report with the connnent that if the General Zionists in Israel 
were united, General Zionisr.i in Israel and the Confederation would be considerabty 
strengthened. Dr. Robbins told of his conference with leader8 of both groups, as 
well as his visit to enterprises of the General Zionists. Ir .. refe:"'ring briefly to 
the general political and economic picture, he paid warm tribute to Prime Minister 
Ben Gurion and the Government of Israel. 

Dr. Robbin:: then -r,old of his visit ,;11th Juc.t:-e Pirhas Re ,:;en(Rosenbleuth) head 
of the Procsressi ve Part:}-, at which time he empha;: .tzed the need for unity in 
General Zionist 'l"anl:s ir, Israel, stating that su,.:h unity wou) d be nn important 
factor in encournging i n,rest.L:e·at in Israel by Ar•-:. :--ica:u :ews. He S,' id that Judge 
Rosen had expres ... ed. the hope t.hat Gr~.nere.l Zionis, ::, wo __ l com·- ULi t · l to the next 
gathering of the Uorld C0nfedcratic:i to be • eld ··ior t ::> the .:;essic;~s of the World 
Zionist Cong-ress. 

Dr. Robbins rclate::a hio e:~pe .. :iences with t .e "mar: on the strc-·ct" who he 
said, had beco e more aware of the work of the ZO. He expressed c'Jnviction that 
the opening of the ZOA House ·would contribute mo.t rially town.rd goo -will and 
understanding, in addition to aiding Arr.erican tourists and encouracing capital 
investments. 

Referring to his visit to General Zionist colonies and enterprises, the 
speaker stated he was greatly impressed with their accomplis 1ments and urged 
American Zionists to be more aware of the important contribu~ion o~ General 
Zionists in the upbuilding of Israel. 

STATE 1ENT BY CHAIRMAN 

Before calling on Dr. Sidney ll.e.rks to present the report of the ?.resident, 
the chairman made a bri~f stateffient dealing with the p~eGent 8ituation in American 
Zionism. He pointed out that the ZOA was passing thrm.1 ;h a t1•onsi: tonal period; 
it must envisage new horizons, procedures and programs --:n orC.e!" to . eet the chang
ing conditions of recent years. He voiced t e conviction th~;j this uas the time 
to strengthen the sense of Zionist responsibility and solida1lty, and engage in 
constructive plar.i.ning. 

Stressing the need for the continuation of a stroig Zio~i.st movement for a 
long time to come in ord8r to render maxir.:um aid to Isr,1el, t. te chairman stated 
that as a matter of policy, Ziop.ists must follow the pa-:.tern of non-interference 
in the politics of Israel. This however, he added, does not mean a halt to the 
necessary interflow of i~eas from America to Israel and Israel to America. He 
called for full support of the new ZOA program of constructivs ~ork in Israel and 
continued aid to all those potential Americans who contemplate settling in Israel, 
who he stated, were carrying American concepts to Israel . 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The report of the ~Jrcsid-Jnt, e bodied in a ~"'a..nph1et "The Stat. of the 
Organization" <.lealing w1 -1.h eve"t:y phase of the ZOA p~ogram1 w~s read by Dr. Sidney 
Ma.rks. Its conclusion wcs marked by a rising accla ation. (:~he full report has 
since been distri1:•uted to all members) 

DISCUSSION 

A lengthy discussicn then ensued whtch cente~ed on an i·tterpr · tation, 
analysis and definition of General Zionism; the role of the ZvA in £elation to 
General Zionist activities in Israel a...vid to the World Confede·~~s.tion of Gen~ral 
Ziori..ists. 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 

Speaking as president of the Confederat:i.on, Dr. Goldsteln ana2yzed the 
present position of Ge1eral Zionism, with special reference to its position in 
Israel and the situation resulting from the split withtn the Pc1rty. He siAted 
that among the va·;ious p, ::-ties which constitute the 7iiunist m, ement throuehout 
the world a..'1d Israel, th~ General Zionists are no', onj_y the l Lrgest in numbers but 
the most. central in pol:i cy and progI am; the ZOA is the tiost c onspicuous unit wi t,h
in the orbit of the Confc~cl.erationc 

The speaker then s·;,Gke o::' the • .. rork of the Gt·:-:eral Z:.on.1- t Coru: :;:ructive Fund 
in Israel establi3hed by the C )nfeii ~ration which c•~era.t1.. '3 prL arily :~ n the fields 
of colo~ j za"t'.!.:n1 anc. how:n ng c Ile L1..1,:' .:.rto.!i'led the Ftt'"' - was makin!'I' a de:.: ui te contribu.
tion to the r.:1.tional ecc::()my of Is . . 1.el in t!1e abs i:-; .rptj_o/1. of la._•ge n:_~0ers of immi
grants. The Fund has been set '.lp as part of the eKis"ti." pattern o~~ help provided 
by all parties to their groups on the princ ple t at these who belc1.g to the General 
Zionist party are entitled to similar consideration and aid. 

Referring to the allocation from the Constructive Fund to the ZOA for its 
own projects in Is~ael, Dr. Goldstein spoke strongly of the need for this type of 
specific activity by the ZOA as rep:t.·esenting General Zic:.•nists of the Center party. 
Such a role~ he believed, would serve as reassuran:e ana. encot~agemcnt to Jews 
outsid.e Isrc.el who are contemplating investments. 

The speaker praised the role of the ZOA in edncatl g anu. brin,:ing about a 
clearer understanding of General Zionism and stressed the imp~ct Th J~h constructive 
activity unf.er the aegis of General Zionism will have on the l:t.fe o .. the people in 
Israel. 

Dr. Goldstein empha6ized the need to assist those in Is.ael WJ O are General 
Zionists or unaffiliated with other parties; othcr~rise, he ma:· ntain" d th,,oe people 
would be under-privilegea. and "lost in the shuffle unlef~s thev had ~ party to which 
to turn. Te.king a negat:!.ve attitude would mean the enthronem .r:t of exi.eting 
parties at the expense o"" those who would like to ident:.!'y themselv<. s with the 
General Zionist point-of--v-iew." 

Concluding, the speaker called upon American Zionists to become familiar 
with the political complexion of Israel as it exists tor:ay, .... ·e expre~sed the hope 
that the ZOA House would be a medium through which Gene1al Zi0nists will be able 
to gather at first-hand not only general information but specific knowleoge of the 
constructive achievements of General Zionism in Israele He al o expressed the hope 
that the two General Zionist parties in Israel would be reun11,ed within the World 
Confederation and that the efforts of the ZOA along these lines woul be helpful. 
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While there were certain difff'1·ences and nuances betwe-=!n the ~enera.l Zionists in 
Israel which could be r f adily ~ompr hended out&ide Isr1:1.el, -~1 ese di fferences be
come more sharply pointE:.d in :.-:::-ael because they ~ee.l v:i th pr oblem. . of every-day 
life. Howeve1•, Dr. Golt .stein added the two Gener1.l Zionist partiefi do have 
certain things in comm r,, :fn Israel, such as the G. z. Constw uctive Fund and 
the education programr. 

He reiterated his hope for a closer integration cf the ZOA within the 
ConfederE.i.tion, which wot:ld be a. source of strene :.h to the Zio:1ist tovement as a 
whole, as well as to Israel and the Jewish people o 

REPORTS OF MEMBERS OF DELEGATION FROM ISRAEL 

Dr. Itzhok Kubowitzki, director of the General Zionist Constructive Fund 
(who spoke in Yiddish) described the work and achieveme:its of the r und, in the 
fields of housing, kibbutiim, child care, loaLs, et~. ae urged a strong ZOA which 
he maintained would in turn result in increased p~actical wor. in I srael and 
strengthen the Confederationo 

(Luncheon Adjournment) 

Mr. Joseph Serlin 

Mr, SerlinJ membe1· of t l e Knessetn and v!c -:· •,res~ .. ent ( •f the :1eneral Zionist 
party in Israel, opened :,he af te~noon session. (E1eakir.~ in ~·adish; He prefaced 
his remarks with the stct ement that t he resoluti~-1 expe-Aiencc..t by t :-1e establish
ment of the 1.. ewish State , ma.de it r·andatory to r ef .. efine Gener.'.1.l Zior4·~sm which was 
going througl1 a transit ~on in its :.d.eological de,'.elopl.lle i.t. e stat8d that General 
Zionism, until 1939 had been of a negative nat tre -- it was ~ot idc·'ltified with 
any existing party. Then, under the impact of largesc, : e imr.:..igrat ~on of Gene al 
Zionists to Israel, General Zionism had been defined as Zion:.sm whi-::h should work 
for the under-privileged. However, with the advent of the State, ~:~is definition 
no longer applies and a new formula is needed. Today, Mr. Se=lin .~intained, it 
was imperative for General Zionists to decide thei~ role in t be StRte and whom 
they wished to defend. The old slogan that General Zio~ism ~epre&e~ts and defends 
everyone is no lcnger needed in Israel. General Zionists have ide1·~1fied them
selves with the "forgotten man", the small holder, the middle-man; a.lthough there 
are workers in the Party, General Zionists do not necescarily clain1 to represent 
the workers in Is~ael. 

With regard to the World Confederation of General Zioni ote, i~. Serlin 
advocated a single General Zionist party in Israel, dec ~aring that 1 single party 
woulc. exist only when the Confederation would de..., .)rmine the 1cle of General 
Zionism. He urged an understa.nding of the atti tu<ie encl _posi •; lon o:t the State 
toward the General Zionidt party. He concluded wi th the wa.i·~i ng tl: 'i.t General 
Zionists must reorganize and clarify their think!ng so that a cohes i ve movement 
may result, and internal dissention and differences arising f~om dj ~organization, 
abolished. 

Mr. Moshe Kol 

Mr. Kol, member of the Jewish Agency Executive and head of tr.e Iiaoved 
Hazioni, reported briefly on his mission to America, wh:!.ch he said lJ.ad met w1 th 
a certain measure of success. He was returning to Israel with the feeling that a 
closer relationship had been established with the Confederati on, the Constructive 
Fund and the ZOA. 
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Mr. Kol reverted to the World Zionist Congress which was held in 1946 vhen despite differences, General Zionists had found it possible to unite. He expressed confidence that this same spirit of striving for unity which existed then was still present. Despite the various nuances and differences in the 
General Zionist party in Israel, the speaker emphasized there were some areas of common endeavor and thinking. He declared the establishment of the State was merely an instrument and not the realization of full Zionist aims. To accomplish ultimate Zionist objectives, a strong Zionist Organization was essential, not only in Israel but throughout world Jevrl.'y; together, they could fo!'m a f:trong partnership. In this type of set-up, a well-organized World General Zionism must assume even greater responsibility than heretofore. 

Referring to the question of why a Zionist Organization now, Mr. Kol empha• sized that the realities of the day have proven there is definitely such a need., However, a new formulation must be drawn up as to its purposes and projects. He reiterated his belief that a stronger General Zionism would afford the possibility of uniting all parties in Israel; maintaining however that the interests of the State over-shadow all others. In view of the revolutionary period through which the State was passing due to unprecedented immigration, the interests and ideas of General Zionists must be in the forefront. He ac}ded that General Zionists should assume full responsibility both in Israel and in the Diaspora to assure the continued development and complete realization of Zionism. 

The speaker voiced the opinion that General Zionists wjll have a great mission to perform for at least the next two generations since Jhey a.re in a position to reach the Jewish masses more readily. There was no division of opinion on the need for a strong General Zionist movement; there should be none on the question of the place of both kinds of capital essential for the development of the State -private investment, and national funds. 

General Zionism has never defined itself as the adherent of only one class; General Zionism is the central core of Zionism. If it declared itself as a 
Center party, or any other kind of a party, Mro Kol maintained it would no longer be considered "general" Zionism. 

(Mr. Kol spoke in Yiddish; the conclusion of his address was not recorded.) 

REPORT OF MR. PHILIP APRIL 

Mr. April reported briefly on his recent visit to Israel. He stressed the importance of the role to be played by the ZOA and praised the efforts of the ·, Government and people in meeting the immigration crisis. He called upon American Zionists to take all constructive steps to help overcome the present critical situation. 

CHAIRMAN'S STATEMENT 

Before opening the session for general discussion, the chairman made a brief statement dealing with one aspect of the President's report. Referring to the recent trend of isolationism evidenced by a certain segment of American Jewry who urge that all energies and resources should now be centered in the fight against anti-Semitism in America, he characterized such action as un-American and contrary to the avowed ~olicy of U.S. Government which advocates building up democracy and friendship in all parts of the world. He scored those American Jews who wished to withdraw all aid from Israel and abroad and asserted that the UJA which must continue to receive ~ri~.acy in American fund-raising, had raised the level of 
giving and has therefore benefitted American institutions. 
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GENERAL DISCUSSIOJ 

The meeting was t hen op,·ned to general dis~lli3sion in v.rtich ni;·ny speakers 
participated, all of whom spo :e on various asper.: v:3 of the Prr-:siden-::, s report. 
They stressed the need f.Jr a new orientation of t he ZOA towe -·~·d cor ~, trilcti ve 
enterprises in 1 ·~ rael and the need to define and crystallize the philosophy and 
role of General Zionism in Israel and its relation to General Zionism in this 
country. There was general agreereent that every reasonable effort should be made 
to try to bring about u..YJ.i ty within the ranks of General Zioniem in Israel Empha
sis was also placed on -\,he need. to encourage private investm·,nt anC::. support of t t e 
Palestine Economic Corpo.cation. 

Cognizance was taken of the recent trend of assimilationist forces in 
America and the pressure to resist continued aid to Israel, with speal.:ers under
scoring the importance of strengthening the ZOA. 

A word of caution was uttered by Ezra Shapiro and Louis Lipsky that the ZOA 
administra-cionJ before embarking on a program which may prove too large and all
embracing, should give greater consideration to certain of its aspects ~l ich reay 
require preliminary preparatton, education and understanding on the part of the 
connnunity. Too broad a program might divert the energies of the ZJA membership 
over too large a field. 

Mr. Frisch 

Reviewing the discussion, the President an'"-wered some of the --;>oints raised 
during the course of the day. Referring specifically to the educa~· :.on program, 
democratization of the /.merican Jewish community and chalutziut, t he President 
pointed out these programs had already been presented and endorsed unanimously by 
the National Administration Council at its previous n:eeting. He explained that 
in the matter of education and community democratization, their implementation 
was not obligatory but was left to the discretion of the respective communities. 
They represented a pattern of a desirable goal which it was hoped might be 
achieved with the cooperation of existing organizations over a reasonable period 
of time. 

Regarding Chalutziut, the President believed that the difference in policy 
was one of approach rather than of basic principle. Re explained that the ZOA 
was anxious to encourage young people willing to settle in Israel. However, 
the ZOA would not engage in propaganda which would stimulate such immi~tion on 
the basis of American insecurity. Negotiations arc under way at this time for 
the })romot::.on of chalutzi ut and an allocation of funds, in consonf ___ ce v1i th -chis 
guid~ng principle. 

Mr. Frisch then analyzed the present situation existing in Israel and ex
pressed hope for unity among the existing groups of General Zionists. He stated 
there was no intention of withdrawing from the Confederation even if such unity 
were not attained. 
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. ( He reaffirmed the need to cooperate wi tl1 and. give full support to the exist-

/, U
ing government in Israel~ He -,ever) he pointed out that if p~rivate investment ~ would be stimulated, there w0 ld be freedom of ini tiat, L v·e 8.l-:d the _prospect of 
enjoying the benefit of one 1 s indnstry. 

Referring to the merger of the Israel Corporation of f-.nerica with the 
Palestine Economic Corporation, he urged whole~earted coo eration nnd support 
to the PEC and for the furtherance o pr vate investment. ---

He concluded his remarks with a strong appeal for incressed ZOA membership) 
American Zionist Fund income, support of the ZOA House and the sale of shel~olim~ 

Dr. Israel Goldstein 

Dr. Goldstein concluded tle afternoon discussion .. Tith his interpretation of 
the meaning and role of General Zionism. IIe prefaced :i:us remarl~s with the sug
gestion that sub-committees might be appointed to crystallize the day's discus
sion and give further consideration to the various tLoughts expressed. He also 
advised that meetings be held more frequently to allow for full ex~ression and 
exchange of thot.ght on ft.mdamer.tal Zionist problems. 

Speaking as President of the Confederation, Dr. Goldstein summed tp his views 
as follows: "that all groups in Geaeral Zionism subscribe to the proposition 
that General Zionists aTe a classless party, recognizing the importance of the 
middleclass and of prbn.te initiative, big and s··:all; it also reco6nizes the 
importance of the chalu~z sector -- of the collective, the kibbutz, or those 
based on pr·1.vate agrieu L ture. He stressed the interest of General Zionisr.i in 
agricultural developmen-~ and the eed of giving full oy,portunity to General 
Zionists who wish to find fulfillment through agricnlt e. 

Dr. Gold.stein explained the beliefs of Haoved Razioni and pointed out that 
it differed from Mapai and Mapam politically, inasmuch as they did not stand for 
a socialist state. Ile added that the General Zionist Party in Israel is likewise 
interested in encouraging Chalutziut. There are also several General Zionist 
colonies which are being projected upon the principle of ,rivate agriculture. 

Dr. Goldste·n reaffirmed his conviction that the ZOA should lend its support 
to all groups in Israel who affirm themselves as General Zionists and whose basic 
principles come within the framework of General Zionism. Unless such a philosophy 
were adopted, Dr. Goldstein cautioned that dissensions would result within General 
Zionist ranks. He restated hisstrong desire for a united General Zionist party. 

RDSOLUTION ON PR SIDENT'S REPORT 

Judge Henry Ellenbogen, chairman of the Resolutions Committee, submitted 
the following resolution: 

"BE IT RESOLVED, at the meeting of the Administrative Council assembled at 
the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York City on the 13th day of November as follows: 

1) We congratulate President Daniel Frisch upon the successful conclusion 
of the negotiations with The Jewish Agency in the General Zionist Constructive 
Fund; 
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2) We accept and <- .pprove the c.greement that he r cachec. with The Jewish 
Agency under hich it i :' agre-.•d to finance two Zionist colo!1i es; 

3) We accept and r·,pprov=: the agreement which was reacl ,~d vi t h the General 
Zionist Constructive Fu_~d under which the ZOA will receive WJthout strincs, the 
sum of $500,000 to carry out its projects in Israel; 

We accept with thanks and approval the comprehensive and const ructive report 
rendered by t lie President and refer it to the Executive and t he Interim Committees 
for implementation and execution." 

This resolution was seconded by Dr. Robbins. 

An amendment to the resolution was made by Ezra Sha~iro that it be divided 
so as to provide for a vote on the first three points on which there was unanimitys 
and allow for discussion and a separate vote on the last point. However, a motion 
made by Y.ir. Torczyner to table this amendment was approved and the original motion 
was put to a vote. The resolution in tote was thereupon approved, with Dr. 
Emanuel Neumann ~equesting that he be recorded as not voting. 

Among those partici pating in the discussion were Iessrs. Abraham Goldstein, 
Rabbi William Greenfield, Jacques Torczyner, Arnold Ginsburg, Benjamin Rabalsky, 
Ezra Shapiro, Louis Lipftky, J ~dge H0nry Ellenbogen, Mil ton Taylor, Iendel Fisher, 
Harry Cohen , and others ~ 

The ch irman annou.r~ced t 1at a meeting of th . Na.ti c-oal EJCecuti•·e Commit tee 
would conve~e shortly a .d invited all members of the National Ad.mi istrat ive 
Council to yarticipate. 

The meeting adjourned a.t 7 P. M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Sidney Marks 
Secretary 
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MINUTF.s OF NATIONAL EX.ECU'rIVE COI-~UTTEE OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AlITJRICA 
HELD AT THE HOTEL WALOOID"'-AS1X)~J..1z_N . ~-, ON NOVEMBER_!h._1949 __ . __ 

The meeting convened at 8:30 P.M. following the adjournment of the all
day session of the National Administrative Council. 

FiliANCE COMMITTEE REPORT: 

I.J. Caplan, Associate Chairman of the Finance Committee, advised that 
ZOA Life Membershipsinvested in Jewish National Fund bonds had matured last month 
thereby freeing approximately $350,000. He reported on subsequent negotiations 
With The Jewish Agency for Palestine and disclosed the details of an agreement 
wlereby the ZOA will ma.ke a five year loan of $250,000 to the Agency throur;h which 
The Israel Corporation of America will merge with The Palestine Economic Corpora
tion. 

A resolution to ratify the action of the Fino.nee and Inner Committee in 
ITaking the loan from Life Membership to The Jewish Agency in the sum of $250,000, 
was approved. 

Mr. Caplan also stated that the ZOA wished to purchase with Life tember
ship funds, a one-year note of the Keren Hayesod for $50,000 at 6% ~er annum dis
count, and asked for approval of the NEC. Upo11 motion ma.de and seco1~ded, this 
action was ratified. 

GENERAL ZIONIST PROGRAM: 

The rest of the rneetins was devoted to a continuation of the day•o discus
sion dealing with basic Zionist principles and the need for a revaluation of the 
philosophy and aims of General Zionism. 

Mr. Serlin, who had spol:en earlier at t 1e NAC meeting, made a brief state
ment in the light of the discussion. 

He presented the position of General Zionist representatives in the 
Knesset who he maintained, supported the Government on political and military 
measures, but opposed only the government's economic policies. 

Referring to the start made by the ZOA in constructive work in Israel, 
Mr. Serlin indicated that more than political slogans were needed to build up a 
strong General Zionist party -- practlcal, constructive enterprises in Israel 
bearing the stamp of the ZOA would serve as an important factor. 

Touching on the relations between the General Zionist Party and the 
Progressives in Israel, the speaker expressed his belief that General Zj_onists 
are prepared to accept peace unconditionally with the Progressives and vork with 
them through the General Zionist Party. 

Mr. Sonneborn expressed regret that more time had not been allowed at the 
close of the NAC meeting for fuller discussion of the four point resolution ap
proved by a majority vote. He believed that further discussion of that part of 
the resolution which created a difference of opinion, would have resulted in 
clarification, and made possible its unanimous approval. 

Statement by the President: 

Mr. Frisch urged members to give serious consideration to the day's discus
sion relating to the problems of General Zionism and the Confederation, which he 
felt had served an important purpose in crystallizing various points-of-view. 



Referring to the implementation of the program embodied in his Report 0n 
the State of the Organization, Mr. Frisch stated a commissj_on would be appointed 
shortly to implement that phase dealin~ with the deruocratization of the Jewinh 
community. Practical steps are also being taken to work out a formula covering 
all aspects of the ZOA education programa 

The President emphasized the need for incr·eased membership, support f or the 
Ame:rican Zionist Fund, and the successful implementation of the she1~e1 campaign. 

Bernard Shulman s~ggested as a means of uniting the General Zionist Party 
in Israel, that representatives of those g:::-oups now in America should confer with 
the view of arriving at an understanding. Such preliminary agreement might well 
pave the way to positive action on their return to Israel. 

Samuel Princer lil:ewise spoke of the need of unity, citing the American 
political party system as an example wherein different shades of opinion could be 
found within the orbit of a single party. 

Chalutziut: 

Rabbi Joseph Sternstein, who represents the ZOA on the Chalut.ziut Commis
sion, spoke at length on chalutziut activities and the function of the ZOA in this 
respect, and clarified the basis of ZOA chalutziut work~ According to the terms 
of reference of the World Zionist Orc;anization, the CJ.alutziut Collllllission was 
directed exclusively to propaganda. and education on a chalutz level, with no 
directives in the matter o achsh~. 1fe m ae the point that criticism of ZOA 
:policy was not valid inasmuch as he-orga.nization did not have the leeal authority 
to direct or make such policy, although in past years, it had assumed the respon
sibility for raising and developing a strong chalutz movement in this country. 
In actuality, the authority for the method of training at various hac~shara centers 
is vested in Hechalutz which is supported by The Jewish Agency and Histad;cut. Thus 
it is they who control the conduct of the chavat; the ZOA as an organization has 
no voice in that activity. 

Rabbi Ste~nstein pointed out that the pattern for hachshara training is 
usually derived from Shlichim from Israel vfsiting in this country, together with 
Hechalutz and The Agency. This procedure is followed in all parts of the world 
where hachshara centers exist. 

With regard to a chalutziut program in America, clarification of the 
structure of the Chalutz movement would have to be sought at the next World Zionist 
Congress, the supreme Zionist body. Until changes are made, Rabbi Stel•nstein main
tained it was unfair to charge the ZOA with failure to do a job inasmuch as it does 
not have the necessary power. 

Other speakers continued the discussion of General Zionism, emphasizing the 
need for unification and a redefinition of General Zionist aims and philosophy 
directed to aiding the middleman and encouraging private investment in Israel. 

Ezra Shapiro deplored any attempt to use undue pressure or ultimata in the 
effort to bring about desired unity. Ile reviewed the ideological differences 
between the Progressives and General Zionists, declaring it was his belief that the 
General Zionists stood for a "class program". On the other hand, he interpreted 
the Progressive Party as one which fights any point-of view that is class
orientated; it speaks for the protection of the rights of all inhabitants of Israel, 



including the small-holder and businessman, as well as the big businessman and 
labor, who ma.y not wish to come under the control of Histadrut or Mapai. 

Touching on the economic situation and private investment, Mr. Sha_iro sug
gested the General Zionists utilize thei:- position to impress the Government with 
the need for conditions conducive to private investment and business in Israel. 

Mr. Shapiro spoke of the policy of non-interference on the part of Auerican 
Zionists in the government of Israel. He stated that while Americans could not 
take any part in internal, political affairs, they would, as long as there was 
laree scale immigration, continue to have some inter-relationship with Israel. 

In clo.:-ing, he stggested the a.d-visability of ar~anging a meeting wl ere duly 
qualified representatives of the General Zionist and Progressive Parties in Israel 
would be given the opportunity to present their authoritative p~ints-of-view and 
answer questions. 

Judge Henr-y Ellenbogen su •T~ested that the parties in Is.rael em 1.late tl e 
pattern of political parties in America whi,~h embraced various points-of-view in 
one party, citing t.he Democratic Party as an eJcareple. He recommended. that ina~
much as various Party representatives from Israel visited America frequently, we 
might in ttl!'n send a r.iediator to Israel to try to bring about unity. 

Rabbi William Greenfield :pointed out that peace between the two General 
Zionist groups would not necessarily result in unity of opinion in America. A 
simple statement of principles of what General Zionism stands fer and its relation
ship to Israel and the World Confederation would be helpful in obtaininc tmi ty. 

Harry Cohen, national ZOA Shekel Chairm&n, urged fnll suppo~t of the shekel 
cs.mpaign. Until the World Zio·1ist Congress changed its n1ethod of election, the 
ZOA had no alte. native but to do everything possible to elect the maxi1Jum number 
of delegates in keeping with the stature and d!gn~ty of the ZOA. 

STATEMENT BY DR. NEUMLU,JN 

Dr. Neumann spoke of the difficulty of carrying out the everyday practical 
wor .. c of the Organi zati.on while attempting to work out the basic policies and 
philosophy, without which its activitles would be rendered meaning:ess. In order 
to maintain a live organization, it is essential that those who are behind the 
work are profoundly convin~ed of the significance of what they are doing. 

The speaker &tressed the need to overhaul completely one 1s mental thinking 
and outlook in the light of the realization of the Jewish State. He eY.!)ressed 
the belief that a basic difficulty had arisen from the fact that out of the very 
birth of the Jewish State, Zionists were faced with tne question of their further 
function and program. lfl1en the State came :!.nto being, those in Israel were in a 
propitious position to capitalize on that event, Paradoxically, Zionists in the 
Diaspora who were largely instrumental :f.n achieving this goal and who should have 
been the unchallenged leaders in Jewish life and all efforts pertaining to Israel, 
-were left without a specific goal . Dr. Neumann reiterated his conviction that the 
formula he had proposed at the last Actions Committee meeting -- that all organ
ized effort in behalf of Israel the world over should be channelized 'throuc:;h the 
Zionist movement -- would have given strength and potency to the Zionist movement 
in the Diaspora~ This formula, he maintained, still applies. The Zionist movement 
would thus be the connecting link, the interpreter of Israel to the Dias ora and 
the Diaspora to Israel. He ascribed the failure to implement such a policy to the 
fact that the majority of Zionists outside Israel were not of the same party as that of the ruling partyo 



' 
Referring specifically to the need for unity among General Zionists in 

Israel, Dr. Neumann emphasized t1at unless there was a strongi united Party, 
General Zionism would be unable to maintain a leading role in the Diaspora and 
their position would consequently be weakened. 

He believed the platform of both gi-oups was oi.rnilar in principle, but that 
there existed the problem of personalities. 

Dr. Neumann defined the General Zionist Party in Israel as a non-socialist 
party of general interest; one that seeks to place national interests above party 
and class interests. He stated that outside of IIaoved Hazioni which had its 
particular function in attempting to organize chalutz:iut, there was no real 
reason why these two groups could not combine. Continued division £..nd lack of 
cohesion would tend to weal;:en the entire structure of General Zionism. 

The speaker concluded with a strong plea that leadership in Israel should 
not reduce the prestige of the Zionist movement in the Diaspora, and should take 
positive steps to strengthen the Zionist moveruent as its right arm and source of 
support. 

Dr. Roobins urged the ZOA to lend its full snpport to the General Zionis't 
Party in Israel which he thought would be helpful in bringing about the uniting 
of tlle Progressive Party with the General Zionists 

Jacques Torczyner indicated that t,e failure to bring about peace might be 
attributed in some measure to outside politi~al factors whose position was made 
stronger by the split in General Zionist pe·rty. He stated the crux of the Zionist 
problem today lay in the need to ~e-define Zionism as representing the complete 
values in Jewish life 

In closing the meeting., the P::esidcnt e.'XJ:)ressed. his appreciation for the 
full participation of the members in the discussion,, wh d1 he believed would con
tribute tc the evolvement of a pattet'n conducive to greater happiness anu normalcy 
of the Jewish people o 

Those participating in the discussi.on included Rev(> Martin Adolf, Leon Kay, 
Ben Friedman, Benjamin Go:rdon, Samuel Jacobson, Morrj_s Margulies, orris Bromberg 
and others. 

The meeting adjourned at 11~30 P~M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dr.. Sidney Marks 
Secretary 
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JACQUES TORCZYNER 
2 ' est 46th Street 
New York , M. Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 12 , 1950 

Enclosed l ease find excerpts fro~ a letter 
of a very g-ood friend of ours, . .... eier Hartman, reporting 

on his conversation with the resi dent of the z.o .. 
Fron another corres ndent I have reports 

that r. Frisc.lt is not very active and that the press hardly 
mentions him at all. 

7:i th best regards, I am 

:r::; c. 



•••• I saw Daniel today and we t·lked for about an hour and 
a half. I listened nd he talked. In his opinion Hillel 
already came out against him but he will lose. He is not 
prepared to i e in to Hillel. He said: "I was elected 
without Hillel's support and against the will of Emanuel 
and I am not ready to chan e my independent 11 . I ouldn't 
agree to att cks on Hillel , but in his fight aaainst the 
Government I shall oppose hi our duty to support 
the Government. If I will not sue n securing the Govern-
ment's support for y line I shal a no al ernative but to 
resign. Of cour I ould do it at th ation - Gonventioh." .... 

/ 
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Al'CLO-JBRAEL TALKS TO PROCEJ!l> ON SCHJIDULE D]SPJTE FORTHOOM."::m !RlTISH GEN.ImAL ELIDrION ._.~ _______ ........,. __________ _ 
- L0MD0N, Jano llo (JTA) -- Altho~!gh -tl!e for~h~omin '! Brit~.sh general election 

and the pol1t1ea.... c~~pa~gn prooedi,3 it ere not l ikely to affect he A..11glo-Iarael 
trade-and finan'.}!al tall:.s "t-Thich will '!,egj_n hero i..11 a fortnight, it is expected here 
that the nescttationa wil! ex t.end. O"ier the en+, r·e period and vbatever agreement is 
reached will be sisned under the authority of tho new British Government. 

There is no prospect of a quick settlement since a considerable area of dia
~greement at:Ul oxiuts, it was 1ndica·ed hereo In official qUB.1~ters it \fa.S stated 
tho.t the recent announcer!l.3:its that the talJr..a will be resumed. merel.y meant that the 
poaitiona of b~th part.1ee~~e ~~ficiently clear to warrant direct negotiations. It 
did not mean, these aal'!le circles stressed, that the forthcoming talks could be con
sidered merely fcrma.l preltminaries to the signing of an agreement on the principles 
of which an un~eratanding has already been reached. 

- It was further pointed out that the negotiating delegations will not have be
fore them a series of clearcut propoeala, and tha.t hard bargaining is expected to 
9ontinua for several weeks before details acceptable to both sides are hanmered out. 

A Foreign Cff:!.ce spokesman today stated that the negotiation.a would consist 
of two aepa.i,..ate sets of talks, independent of each other. David Horowitz, director
general of the Israel Treasury, wj 11 heacl tha Israel pe.rtiea at b th tal.ka. The 
'111tiah ·have assigned N0rma.n Yeung, an Assistant Secret.a.ry of the T1·eaE:tury, to head 
'!ihe British delegation on sterling talks, and Sir Jam.ea Crombie will lead the British 
party d1scuas1ng settlement of assets of the Manaat ry regime in Palestine. 

MUBCH SAi:B EXISTENCE OF VAR!vU3 PARl'lE3 WJ!1EIN ZIO Tfill' ~VEMEffr IS UNv-mTIF!l!D 

TEL AVIV, Jan. ll. (JTA) -- Declaring that the exi stence of various parties 
within the Zionist movement ia unjustified outei..de he tor are of Ierael and that 
their continuation "consti+,utes disaster" for the Jew in Israel and in other coun
tries, Daniel Frisch, president of the Zionist Organization of America, today urged 
the liquidation of confl cting groups wi thin +,he ove?'al-t Zionist movement 1n coun
tries outside of Israel and the mobil.1~at1on of a.ll for~es within the L10vement for 
the benefit of the Jewioh otat e. 

Speakins at a press conferen~e, Nr, Frisch stated that liquidation of the 
various parties compriaing tr.a wor:a Zi ont~~ Crganiiation w!D. be the principal prob
lem confronting the World Zionist Con ~eas when it meets in Jeruaalem this summer. 
~ rejected the need for elec+ions 1n Amer:!~a to the Oongresa, contending that "elec
tioneering ba'i:,tlee," entai~ing the sale of party "Shekolim," could jeopardize the 
success of the United Jewiah Appeel campalgn. He urged an a~eement among al.l. parties 
1n the u.s. for the selection of delegates to the Consreso. 

The- Zionist Organization of Ame~ioa has decide~ to transfer to Israel all 
Heonalutz training oemps in the United States, Mr., Frisch reported. & also stated 
that .American General Zionists will participate 1n tho convention of the World Con
federation 0f General Zionists, scheduled to be held in Israel 1n Aprt1, providing 
that a new Confederation exec~tive 1e elected and that the conflict between the Pro
gl•aeaive and regular General Z1on1ate is "curbed to its lowest possible level." 

mRA&t SCIEm':J:'IC EXl'E.:)l!rION TOURS ~rnnn.y; IWE3TIGATm WATm AND M.U1ERAL RESOTJRC]S 

TEl. AVJY, Jan. 11. (JTA) -- A 27-member aoientifio and government expedition 
oompr1s1ns experts 1n various fields left for Elath on the Gulf of Aqaba today. The 
eoientlats will. tour the Negev to evaluate development poos1b111t1ee and will probe 
for water and mineral resources. 
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JACQUES TORCZYNER 
2 -. est 46th Street 
He"'."{ York, • Y. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shal ... er Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 20, 1950 

The £ollowing is an excerpt £rom a personal ]e ttcr to me from Dr. Fritz Bernstein: 

"Frisch is courtini B. G. and his rty ·th veh
emence and detennination, but I do 't think the 
result ·11 amount to much . Except for the official 
Government and ~ncy 1apai-peo_le, their leaders as 
bramo~d.cz, Lubiaaaker, Globinan( tc, iere spectacu

larly absent at the eround breald g ceremony of the z.o.A. house . 

B. G. has no invited us officially to join the 
government but things bein: ,That the.. are I don I t 
think he can offer us such uosit~ons in the cabinet 
·;hic!1 muld gi.ve us the minimum of influence necessary 
to justify o r participation. " 

·: i th m kindest personal regards, I am 

incerely, 



C O P Y 

JERUSALEM: JAHUARY 22 • 1960 

FRISCH STATEMENT I ELECTED EXECUTIVE ONLY AS TREASURER AND THEREFORE 

QUESTIONS MY PRESENT RIGHT smcE DONT REPRESENT ZOA STOP OOLDIW GAVE 

STATEMENT JTA I REPRESENTIRG CONFEDERATION ELECiED EX»JUTIVE BY AC AND 

TEEN EXECUTIVE ASSI(}JED TREASURERSHIP ITH UNDERSTANDING SERVE ONLY ONE 

YEAR BUT NOW RETAIH FULL RIGHTS MEMBER EXECUTIVE 

ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN 



- , . . 

JACQUES TORCZYNER 

2 West i6th Street 
New York. N. y. 

Dr• Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Sbalmr Blvd. 
CleTela.nd• Ohio 

Dear Dr• Silveri 

January 24. 1960 

I aa happy to hear that you are coming to New York next 
wet: when we will all have an opportunity to discuss the 

pre1ent situation• 

I am enoloaing excerpts frtom another letter from one or 
our friends i Israel and I 110uld be very grateful to you 

if you woold keep the source of this information confiden

tial. since it ia the saae man who bad the first conversa-

tion with 14r• Frisch• 

You will have also heard from Dr• Neumann about the incident 

between Dr. Goldstein and Mr. Friaoh. I am enclosing a copy 

of a cable from Dr. 8oldatein explaining thia incident. 

T.ith best personal re gard•• I am 



••• He told me he is organizing the work of this year because he doe■ not 

know how long he will remain in this position. This includes the houses. 

ooloniee. aiok f\md and the main thing, an agreement with the Government and 

Mapai. He believes that he will reach this agreement by April if not publicly 

at lea.at for practical purpose•• He thinks that the half ~llion is only the 

beginningJ next year he will get more; that the amount is not important as 

long as he can carry on independent campaign•• For instance. right now for the 

houses, he is sure that the UJ.l will not continue for long and some day there 

will be a possibility for a great independent campaign. All thia of course, if 

he will be pend tted to work. He knows that Hillel ia not satisfied and that 

Emanuel is oppo1ed and that activities are being prepared against hi.a. He -.a 

informed, for instance., that a meeting is being called at which Emanuel will talk 

against him but he is not afraid because he ia sure that Hillel llll.11 deaert 

Emanuel at the la.at minute and he will fall like at the la.at Convention. It 

could be different beoauae as a matter of faot., Emanuel agrees with him that it 

ia neoesaar y to cooperate and reach an agreement "With the Government and only 

because of hi• slavery to Hillel he doea not have the oow-age to do what he i1 

doing. If he v.ould go this way there could be peace between both of them beoauae 

a.fter all., he appreciates Emanuel and likes to forget old wrongs, but he thinks 

that Ernal'Juel is not ready and he is also sure that he will fall Tery q.t iokly. 

To my remark that the picture of General Zionism remains as before, that they 

cannot work together in peace and that such a fight will brir:g to a general 

defeat., he reiterated that if auoh a fight will occur it will be a very short 

one because Hillel will reuain at his home and Emanuel will be liquidated. 
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Of/ice of the President 
41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abbe. Hill il ver 
1 8J.0 ·, er Boulev-..rd 
Cl avel r d, Ohio 

dear Dr. Silver: 

Jr ua:rJ , s, 1950 

It is my lea ... r d ivi. _ 

to h, ... 'J m' • 1 ~d you, d r ... e_ ar· t ~ cover, 
tro • 91 mt e for ou in comm o at· on of th.., cor
n Jr tone l~y~n~ of th- w~ li'USe ob _rected 
in ·rel Aviv. 

Pl se ~cc tit as 
of my incere .. r ci~tion o. ou 
forts ·n ~ f of th- s.irit an 
hich thi~ House i s dedicat-d. 

n expression 
• tchl _s c, f

to 

I _)r... ho _ th t at th t • me 

th Hou ... e is co let3d an< re~dy :or d · c~tion, 
th t you d. 1 t n s ~ your ·, cl ar to be ... nt , 
th r_by n0 

to th; glory of th- occasion. 

df:r 

7itl b_st of ·oo ,i -h Js, I run 

Cora·e.11 nd sine r y ours, 

D niel F ·lsch 
Pres.:.dent 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr.Silver: 

A. K. ISREELI 
342 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MURRAY HILL 2-1160 

January 26, 1900 

I had a leJ1gtby private discussion with Mr. Frisch upon 
h is return from Israel, the gist of which I will try to formu
late here. I think you will be interested. 

Mr. Fri sch gained the inpression in Israel that the .Ameri
can Section of the Jewish Agency will remain the sole active 
factor in .America supported by the Yishuv (I use Mr. Frisch' s 
term). 

I am attaching an article from the Haaretz, on the whole, 
very friendly to you personally and t o the ZOJ. generally, which 
implies the same idea and t1ays additionally that without the 
support of the Israeli Government no Zionist or, anization in 
America cp..n function. 

' Mr. Frisch s~s that Israel resents American oionists mix-
ing even i n such a vital matter as Jeruscl an. The contention 
there is that there is a government in existence, and it alone 
has to take care of all political interests of the country. 

The result will be, according to Mr. Frisch, that in the 
end our Council will fold up unless it is transformed into some
thing else end has the means to exist as such. The .Agency, which 
will be i n close contact with the Government, will take care of 
al.l matters of international. character and of immediate interest 
to Israel • 

.le to his parsonal standing, he told me that he has been 
criticized by all those who favor thia arrangement, for on the 
whole he politically supports your ideas of au.tono~, non-inter
ference bothwqs, etc. 

Of course, the last word will be w1 th the forthcoming Con
gre11 which, he believes, will take place at the beginning of 1951. 



Dr • .A.bba Hillel Silver - 2 - January 26, 19f0 

He is anxious not to have inter-party squabbles in .A.merica during this 
year and to prepare i1oni st public opinion for a peaceful constructive 
Congress. He, therefore, plans to call together the leadership of the . 
various Zionist parties and discuss with than an agreenent of maximum 
cooperation • 

.As to the ZOJ., he was informed upon his arrival that the member
ship is increasing day' by day, and that fund are coming in. He be
lieves that the mA could become a very vita1 f actor in the reorganiza
tion of the Zionist movement which inevitably will take place at the 
next ~ngress, but he is very anxious to have your coop eration which he 
is certain would strengthen the organization and its international infl,i
ence. He regrets that you have been keeping yourself aloof and that you 
haven• t appeared publicly in the country on behalf of your ideas or aDY 
program you may have in view. 

There have been rumors that he spoke against you in Tel Aviv. He 
assures me that nothing of the sort took place and that he will never 
speak against your ideas or against you unless he is attacked and must 
defend himself. He has tried to make overtures towards you. He came to 
Cleveland, he spoke in the friendlest manner of your leadership on many 
occasions, and especially at the Waldorf-Astoria in your presence, but 
he failed to hear one friendly response. 

The Times had a cable from Tel flv. herein it reported that he 
would not run for the second term unles there is complete peace in the 
movement. The cable report was wrong. He does not intend to w1 thdraw as 
a candidate unless you personally would cons ent to run. Of course, he 
b elieves that you would not have the cooperation of the powers that be in 
Israel, and without their cooperation, the ~ could barely be succe9s:f'u.l. 
or function at all. 

This is more or less the gist of our discussion. Th ere were many 
other details which are of leas importance. 

When do you expect to be in ew York! Our Council ia shrinking. 
:By the middle of J'ebru.a.ry the only staff executives who will remain will 
be Babbi Unger, Sulamith SChwartz, :Blanche Shepard and probably myself. 
I do not have to tell you how I feel, particularly about ~ill Kaufman. 
:Bea Cohen and ~en-Horin are ce\tain that they will settle somewheres. 

You probably wonder how I have remained so long here. Well, Mr. 
Frisch was good to me and prevailed upon Dr. Goldmann to leave me alone 
for the time being. I must sq that thi was a great favor to me at thia 
time. 111' only' daughter, Ora, is dying of the same vicious disease that 
her mother want through four years ago. She takes all my earnings and I 
am goi n& farther in debt week}¥. 

.lKI:SR 
Enc 

Excuse me please for bothering you with my personal probl•s• 

Yours affectionately, 

-~ 



Kr• Daniel Friech, Prea1 
Zioniat organization of 
Ll t 42nd street 

York 17, York 

f3 dear Dans 

Januar;y 31, 1.9SO 

I oei d yesterday the trdnl ch you eent 1.91 
cc+ 7500r&tion ot the oornerst<me lay1nc ot the ZOA Hou e 
1n Tel Ariv. I wish to thank YQti tor ur kimnaas am 
thougbttulmaa 1n -~ it to • hope that I shall 
haw the pleasure ot aeeing th, P ~ when it is complete • 

th all good wish s, I remain 

Jioot ccrdiall,y your a, 

ABBA HILIEL SIL VER 
' ' aer 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
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DANIEL FRISCH 
PRESIDE T 
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• Dentel a-iech 
lhaler Hotel 
ocbe r, w.w ... ec>ta 

doar Dana 

Jabrum 14, 1950 

I az::i nry wrry to hear that _,.au not well 
at the ...,.n CUJdc ~• an exen1 mtion. I trust t 10'1 will 
not have to ba a •jar oparat1.on ob 10'1 gard u a poe
eibiliv. Shou.d 10'1 baw to through with it, hone that 
your reoonX7 will be ap••"' and ~•-• 

I appreoiate TcrJ' J1Uch the INm't:tm .oQJJ~ in l .tter. 
I assure 7UU that tbl ~on• I exiaNaad WR,... --..wit.d by' 
GJV' ill nll, but by a .-UC comiction w1.oua Jllinala 
... being um. I - SUN \bat that ___ .._ oan be OOZlwcted. 
I shall, ot oour , wlcan. the opportuni\7 to ld.t dom with you 
and to d:190\l• all ttera tor the good~ our oau • 

ID the 118Antia. the all-1aportant th1 1 that you pt wll. 
1th all good ,, I I uae:Sn 

et oordial.ly yours, 

1er 



OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 

.THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
Press Cableaddress · ZI0 PAL 
Telephone M RRA Y HILL 2-320S 

ERNEST E. BARBARASH, Editor 

T he N ew P alestine 
The America11, Zionist Publication Devoted to Jewish Affairs 

41 EAST 42ND STREET 

EW YORK 17, . Y. 

Dr .Abba Hillel Silver, 
The Temnle, 
Ansel Road, 
Clev land, Ohio 

Dear Dr .Silver: 

March 9, 1950 

A goodly oort of the forthcoming issue 
of The ew Palestine will be devoted to a memorial 
to the late Daniel Frisch. 

I wonder whether you could f vor m 
with an rticle on the theme "Mr.rich, the Zioni t." 
Of couroe, ou are at libert to c oose for your 
to ic any other ~sect of his ca er. 

Th d , dlin for the next issue is 
March 17th. 

Lnokin forwBrd to hParin from you, 
I rP..1ain w1th kin Ast nerson 1 r . rds. 

Ver sincer ly yours, 

~rnes t . .B rbarash 
eeb/nm 
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• ~ .. -sler, Prem.dent 
Zionist organisation ot America 
220 South te St.re t 
Ch~aago• Illinoi■ 

Dr. Sil r ia t pi •NDt out ot 
rwturn until soma t1ile next k. 
not poNible tor hiil to ~~ t 
in your tele1art1III of thi datee 

ch 9, 1$0 

city and will not 
t is,. theretore, 
t ~queat ntione 

Slnoerely o s, 

secretary to • ilwr 



AMERICAN ZIONIST COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE • TELEPHONE MURRAY Hn.L 2-1160 • NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Cable Addms: AMZIONIST 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
1'he Temple 
Cleveland. Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 10, 1950 

A few weeks before hi• death, Dan 1riach asked me to 
take over Po• Yiddiahe Volle because of the illne•• of Dr. Bernstein. 

I am now p11bliahing an issue on 1risoh. Thia is life! Nq 
I please ask 7ou to dictate to 7our secretary a short article. which 
I will adapt into Yiddish, ann sq wbF.it 7,ou like about the deceased. ,. 

I know that he loved 7ou as he never loved &n7one outside 
of hie famil7. B7 the wq, I am writing an article for the la 
Palestine and for rrr paper, in which I stress hi• relationship to 
7ou. Be made mistakes of course, but he had a remarkable attach
ment to tbe movement. 

Hoping that 7ou will forgive me for bothering 7ou, and 
with 1incere regards to 7ou and to Mrs. Silver, 

Affectionatel7, 

~ 

AXI:BR 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Badaaaah, Women'• Zioniet Organization of America • Basbomer Batzalr • Labor Zionist Organisation of America-Poale Zion 
Misrachi Organization of America • United Zioniat Labor Party (Achdut Avodah-Poale Zion) • Zioniat Organisation of America 

8 ZionJ.11-Revi1ioni1t1 of America 



owerful forces, with intent belying their professed motivation, are now seeking to render a death-blow 
to the State of Israel. Under the pretext of safeguarding the holy shrines, a world-wide movement has 
been launched to sever the Eternal City from Israel and thus tear out the very heart and soul of the 

fledgling state. 

To deprive Israel of ]erusal,e,m would be to cut off the life-blood of the new state, to undermine the 
very foundations of Israel established after two thousand years of Jewish homelessness. 

Throughout untold generations of wandering, Jews have prayed for their return to Jeru al m which 
has been eternally link d with the prayer for the restoration of Zion. Th present plan for the internationali
zation of the Holy City would again place Jerusalem under alien jurisdiction ancl bring to naught the blood 
poured out and the sacrifices made by its valiant population in defending the city against Arab aggre sor . 

Let there be internationalization of the holy sites- the Iloly Places dear to the three great religions. 
But let not this be 11iade the subterfuge to deal the infant state a mortal blow. For ninety per cent of the 
Holy Places are located in the Old City which is now ruled by the Arab Legion- the very same Legion t hich 
has with impunity and in the sight of the world, besieg d arid subjected Jerusalem, to violent bombardment. 
The internationalization of new and old Jerusalem is tantamount to rewarding the aggressor and punishing 
the heroic Jewish people of Jerusalem who have with their very blood def ended not only their homes but 
also the Holy Places of all faiths. Jerusalem and lsra l are one and indivi ible-they cannot and should not 
be separated. 

American Zionists who have contributed so fully to the realization of Jewish statehood, mu t not and 
shall not stand by idly in this hour of great danger for the State of Israel. 

The Zionist Organization of America, a the major instrumentality of American Zioni m in all /Joris 
in behalf of the Jewish State, hereby summons every Jew with pride in his heart and with a fe ling of spiri
tual kinship with the Jewish people and I rael, to join its ranks and with united forces tand guard against 
this newest and mighty attempt to truncat Israel by robbing it of its spiritual core. 

In behalf of the national administracion of th ZOA, I ccill upon every Jew- man, woman and child
to assemble in their communities at a given day within the p riod of the n xt four weeks, to give expression 
to their passioned indignation, coupled with a resolve to stand by I rael and to rep at the hallowed oath, 
"If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its cunning." 

By such mass action, American Zioni t will dem on trat , to the t orld their unsw rving d termination 
to aid lsra l in its fight to retain the Etermil City! 

For the sake of Zion and Jerusalem, ach and every 011- of us mu t land up and be count d! 

DANIEL FBISCH 

Pr id ttt, Zio,ti t Organization of Am rica 



DAfTIEL FRISCH 
JOO CENTRAL PARK 'JEST 
Ifill YORK CITY 

RECEIVED YOU~ lCTND lJOTE . WISH YOU ... SANT JOURNEY A ID SUCCESS 

I YOUR MISSIO • DEEPLY r;rn CE.~ JED ABOUT ELECTION IBRGENCY COUNCIL 

lIBXT THURSDAY VIHICH YOU JILL !JOT BE ABLE TO A'ITE ID . L s 
EVERCREASON TO EXPECT ffiOLEHEARrED SUPPORT OF ZOA ADUNISTRATION . 

THE C IT G OF AJTOTHER. ZOA CO ~PETIT IVE CANDIDATE INTO THE FIEI D IN 

THE pr.·nso OF LIPSJ(Y MAKES OUR POSITION IN TI-ffi COUNCIL so WHAT 

RIDICtJLOUS . I TAS IDCH AS YOU HAVE DESIGNATED LIPSKY A . :BF~ OF 

THE ZOA DEIEGATI O I BELIE THAT YOU SHO ADVISE H THAT ,;E 

STAND cm ,iITTED TO .!ILLE UIIDERSTAl, Tffi THE S .iALLEq PARI'IES 

,"QT_ LD VOTE FOR Hil, JER IF THE IS NO OT! R ZOA CA !DIDA.i.. • JCT EST 

REGARDS . 

SIL R 




