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CLASS OF SERVlCE 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable
cram unless its de
fcncd character is in
dicated by a suitable 
1ymbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

W P . MARSHALL. PRl:S IDE T 

SYMBOLS 

The filing time bhown in th date line on telegrams and day letters is TA DARD TI. 1E at point of origin. Time of receipt i.3 STAN DA.RD TIME at point of destination 

November 4, 1955 

WE HAVE SENT THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM TO THERABBmICIL ORGANIZATIONS 

OF THE UNITED STATES : 

"Israel is in great danger from an Arab Communist alliance. 
Important that Jewish ColllllWlity throughout United States 
manifest its grave concern and unbounding fear for peace, 
existence and security of Israel, Zionist Org8.Bization of 
America calls upon ite· members to pray for Israel. May we 
ask you to designate day of November 28, the eve of the 
United Nations decision to establish the Jewish State as a 
day ~r prayer for Jewish people everywhere. Zionist Organi
zation of America will do all in its power to mobilize the 
Jewish Comunity to attend the synagogue on this prayer day 
and make it most impressive and expressive. We would 
appreciate your inlllediate reply." 

MAY WE ASK YOU TO SERVE ON mE ZOA RABBINICAL COMMITTEE, TO LEAD 

IN MOBILiZATION FOR THE PRAYER DAY FOR ISRAEL, TO GUIDE AND . 

.. SUPERVISE IT. 

PLEASE WIRE YOUR CONSENT COLLECT. 

. . 

DR. SIDNEY MA!tKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

THE COM.P.\.NY WILL APPUECIATE UGGE 'TIO •• ' FRO~l IT PA.TKO -~ COXCER. 'ING lT SJ:RVlCJ: 
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MINUTES NO. 6 
INNER COMMITTEE MEErING 

HELD AT ZOA BFADQUARTERS 145 FAST 32 STREm 
NEW YORK, NOV».mER 8, 1955 

PRESENT: Chairman, Mr. Abra.ham Goodman, Messrs. David Moskowitz, Abraham Redelheim, 
Dr. Joseph Tenenbaum, Jacques Torczyner, Charles Wolf; Staff: Mr. Leon 
Ilutovich, Miss Hannah Stein, Blanche Wiseman. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, Mr. Abraham Goodman, at 6:00 P.M. 

REPORT ON ZOA ACTIVITIES IN ISRAEL 
Before calling on Mr. Ilutovich, the Chairman expressed regret that such a highly 
important report to be rendered, must needs be for such a small attendance, due, no 
doubt both to the inclement weather and the frequency of meetings. He stated that 
the report, however, will be widely circulated for maximum benefit. 

Mr. Ilutovich began by saying that his last report on Israel projects was ma.de to 
the Inner Committee on December 15, 1954, a few months after the establishment of 
the Department for ZOA Activities in Israel. It dealt primarily with the work done 
from this end; while this report deals with the functioning operations of the 
projects in Israel as studied by him while on a special ZOA assignment there, from 
July 24 through Sept. 25, 1955. While many changes were effected by Mr. Ilutovich, 
the short duration of his stay did not permit completion of all details, which are 
being processed in his absence. 

He wns most pleased to find that because of these two large projects, the ZOA-Daniel 
Frisch House and Kfar-Silver, the prestige of the ZOA has grown tremendously in 
Israel. It is his conviction that if new projects are undertaken in the future, 
they should also be on a large scale, since, in the long run, they visibly reflect 
the most credit. For a long time to come, neither project can be expected to be 
income-producing or self-sustaining and must, of necessity remain as a fixed item 
on future budgets. In comparison to organizations like Hadassah, Mizrachi, Pi-0neer 
Women or Histadruth, the ZOA's expenditures are very slight and provide for a 
minimum only and do not provide for proper expansion as originally hoped for, 
in the implementation of a program. Some of the notable failings experienced in 
these projects have been due to lack of experience as well as lack of long~range 
planning. He emphasized that before undertaking new projects, the ones already in 
existence should be placed on a completely sound basis. He realized, too, that it 
is impossible to direct projects in Israel by remote control from New York. For 
example, Hada.ssah's national administration is continually represented in Israel 
for the definite purpose of directing their activities on the spot. The chief 
accomplishment of his trip was a survey and study of the entire situation. 

Kfar-Silver: When Mr. Ilutovich submitted his report on ZOA Activities in Israel to 
the National Administrative Council last April, 1955, he announced that Kfar-Silver 
would open in October, in accordance with other agricultural-school terms. This was 
effected on October 11. The official name of the school is: Agricultural Training 
Institute "Kfar-Silver n, sponsored by the Zionist Organization of America. and the 
General Zionist Organization in Israel. Kfar-Silver is located in the southern part 
of Israel, near Migdal Ashkelon, about forty kilometers from the Gaza Strip, in an 
area of 1800 dunams of land. It is in a rather exposed position in the event of 
war. 1300 dune.ms are under cultivation and the harvest gathered this year yielded 
a profit of ILl0,000.-; in addition, there are 240 dune.ms of pardess, Bo dune.ms of 
vineyard and 200 dune.ms have been set aside for the construction area. Only one 
other agricultural school is larger in area. than Kf'ar-Silver. The cotton grown 
there is of the finest quality in •the cotmtry. 

- more -
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He pointed out that the profits from the orange grove still do not belong to Kfar-

' Silver since it is under the jurisdiction of the Custodian of Aba~doned Property. 
About ILl00,000.-is required to purchase it from them. Provided the money is 
available, this would be an excellent proposition since the pardess yields a profit 
of about IL30,000.- to IL4o,ooo.- annually, which could be applied to the Kfar
Silver budget. 

Asto construction, the following buildings are completed: an auditorium and dining
hall building, to accommodate 300 students; two dormitories, consisting of ten 
rooms each, accomodating 40 to 45 students each; a two ~lassroom building (named for 
the late Mrs. Chizever of Chicago); as well as six small reconditioned buildings, 
used for a temporary administrative office, small personnel quarters and an 
apartment for the school principal. 

The school is divided into two parts: one, an agricultural high-school for pupils 
graduated from Israeli elementary schools, whose present enrollment is 19 pupils; 
the other is an agricultural school for boys and girls from the ranks of Youth 
Aliyah (Aliyat Hanoa.r), whose present enrollment is 45. A long-range plan has been 
worked out showing progressive increases until the year 1958-1959, when it is 
expected to handle a total of 320 pupils - 18o from the elementary school group and 
140 from Aliyat Hanoar. Here are the figures: 

Year No. of Students 
1955 - 1956--6-5 __ _ 
1956 - 1957 170 
1957 - 1958 240 
1958 - 1959 320 

Staff Personnel 
16 
26 
31 
38 

It is a fallacy to believe that it is not possible to obtain enough students. The 
only obstacle is having sufficient facilities and financial means. The school is 
under the supervision of a Curatorium (Board of Directors) which now consists of 
9 members: 7 appointed by the General Zionist Organization in Israel, and 2 by the 
ZOA; they are Elias Epstein and David Tannenbaum. The ZOA, is, of course, free to 
appoint as many members as it my desire. The problem is finding suitable people 
who can devote sufficient time to such an appointment. 

Up to the present time, Kfar-Silver has been registered as an Israeli company, whose 
finding share is in the hands of the General Zionist Organization in Israel. In 
order to assure the ZOA's ownership and participation in the company, Mr. Ilutovich 
worked out a new company plan on the basis of which, 5~ of the shares would be in 
the hands of the ZOA and 5Cf/o with the General Zionist Organization in Israel. The 
attorney, Mr. Elhanani, prepared all the papers and it now awaits ap~roval by the 
ZOA. 

Finances: The amount of money invested in Kfar-Silver (construction, farming, 
irrigation, etc.) to date, is II292,000.-. Out of this, about 11216,000.-represent 
contributions both from the ZOA and the General Zionist Organization in Israel. 
The balance is derived from loans, the Israel Government development budget, small 
subsidies from the Israel Ministry of Agriculture, etc. The ZOA's share of the 
11216,000.-, amounted to a total of IL130,000.-, representing IL30,000.- for the 
1953-1954 period, and ILl00,000.- for the fiscal year 1954-1955; while the 
difference was received from the General Zionist Organization in Israel, out of 
their KMK allocation. Mr. Ilutovich was pleased to report that only ILll,400. -
went for administrative purposes. 

The ZOA commitment for the current year 1955-1956 is ILl00,000.-. Unfortunately, 
the General Zionist Organization in Israel, advised that due to their tremendous 
deficit resulting from their electioneering expenses, they will not be in a position 
to contribute to Kfar-Silver this year, but expect to again resume this responsi-

- more -
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bility within a year or a year and a half. 

The budget for the fiscal year 1955-1956, including operations, construction, 
and devP.lopment; is as follows: 

Expenditures: 
Income: 

Deficit: 

11280,000.-
180,ooo.-(includes ZOA allocation of 

ILl00,000.-) 
100,000.-

It is expected that the deficit will be covered by various sources, as follows: 

l. Subsidies from the Agricultural Colonization Dept. of the Jewish 
Agency in Israel* 

2. Campaign by a Committee of Friends of Kfar-Silver, already 
established by the General Zionist Org. in Israel 

3. General Zionist Group in South America, especially the Women's 
groups. 

*When Dr. Neumann was last in Israel, he started negotiations with the Jewish 
Agency's Agricultural-Colonization Jepa.rtment, for a subsidy to be given to Kfar
Silver, in line with subsidies extended to other agricultural schools in Israel, 
encouraging agricultural development. Mr. Ilutovich was happy to announce that 
Dr. Neumann just received a cable from Israel stating that the Colonization 
Department of the Agency has allocated 1150,000.- for Kfar-Silver, which will 
cover half of the ILl00,000.- deficit. 

It is estimated that when the school reaches its 4th year, 1958-1959, Kfar-Silver 
will have spent ILl,240,000.-: 

1956-1957 ............... r1530,ooo.-
1957-1958 ............... 440,ooo.-
1958-1959 ..............• 270,000.-

Total IL1,240,QOO.-

The over-all allocations are as follows: 

Construction ..................... IL730,000.-
Equipment & Furnishings.......... 65,000.-
Maintenance of School ............ 440,000.-

111,235,000.-

The ZOA's 1954-1955 obligation was fully met; and for the current year, IL18,ooo.
has been !)8.id. In view of the large budget requirement for the next four-year 
development plan, consideration has been given to the idea of obtaining large 
contributions from individuals for specific projects within Kfar-Silver,in 
addition to the outright annual ZOA allocation coming out of AZ Funds. It was felt 
that this could be achieved without damage to the AZF campaign. 

Mr. Ilutovich recommended establishing a training institute for young American 
Zionist leaders in Kfar-Silver, where they could work as they do in a kibbutz. 
This could be started with 30-40 young people and a trained cadre. A group of 
the General Zionists in Israel could also be tied up with this, as well as young 
General Zionists from other countries. Kfar-Silver has the facilities for such a 
set up and could readily lend itself to it. 

In the discussion that followed, the point was raised whether it would be 
advisable to have the shares of the Kfar-Silver company on a 50-50 basis or have 

- more -
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the ZOA hold a controlling share which would entitle it to a majority vote. Mr. 
Goodman pointed out that even though the ZOA is foregoing equal participation 
with the General Zionist Organization in Israel at this time, he would not want 
such an arrangement to be continued indefinitely. He therefore suggested that 
there be some clear-cut correspondence with the Party in Israel on the matter, 
and in the event that there will not be equal participation in the future, the 
ZOA should then have larger percentage of ownership. 

It was decided to consult with Dr. Levine, Chairman of the Committee on ZOA 
Activities in Israel and send appropriate instructions to the attorney as to how 
to proceed with the registration of the company. 

Mr. Torczyner proposed that at the next Zionist Congress the ZOA should demand a 
revision of allocations from the KMK Funds. At present all KMK funds are 
distributed equally between the General Zionists and Progressive Parties in Israel 
for their constructive enterprises. The ZOA should secure an outright allocation 
for its own projects in Israel. 

Miss Stein raised the question of ZOA's right to solicit funds publicly, for 
projects in Israel and recalled that in the pa.st, the Jewish Agency had made an 
issue of it. At this point, Mr. Rede lheim explained that several years a.go, 
during Mr. Browdy's Administration, the ZOA had obtained permission from the 
Agency to campaign for funds for its projects in Israel. This was granted because 
of Mr. Browdy's waiving of the ZOA's allocation from the Jewish Agency. Mr. 
Torczyner was under the impression that this was not so. Therefore, Mr. Goodman 
asked Mr. Redelheim to send him a statement in relation thereto, so that the 
records ma.y be gone into, in order to establish the true status quo. 

In conclusion, Mr. Ilutovich emphasized the importance of instilling in the minds 
of the ZOA constituency the fact that its projects loom large both in size and 
importance; that they compare most favorably with other organizations' enterprises 
and can be viewed with pride. 

Mr. Goodman thanked Mr. Ilutovich for his illuminating report. Because of the 
la.teness of the hour, it waa decided to postpone the second part of the report, 
dealing with the ZOA House, to the next meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

bw Dr. Sidney Marks, Secretary 



C.OLE ADDIESS: I I R~ H : 

ZIONISTS, N. Y. 
I U.\ IH . FRI.T H '-T , TFI , \ I\' 

t.,.h/, ,4 ,/dr,1, : Zl) \OIJ ~-. I f:l, \\IV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET NEW YORK 16, N.Y. MURRAY HILL 3-9201 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

November 21, 1955 

I am enclosing, for your information, copy of the last minutes of the ZOA 
Inner Committee, held on .lovember 8th, at which I delivered an elr.1bor2te 
re ort on Kfar Silver in connection 1·. ith my recent trip to Israel. I thoupht 
it wold be ood to send you these minutes instead of repeating the same 
infor~Ption in a letter. 

You may have heard by now that I spent two months in I rael, on an assignment 
in beh~lf of t he ZOA, to deal especially ~ith our t wo projects there - the 
ZOA House and Kfar Silv r. 

You will be interested, I am sure, to know that the ZOA met in full it last 
year's commitments to K~ar Silver in the amount of IL 100,000. ·ve h~ve ~lready 
re1ni tted over IL 20,000 on account of this year's commitment of IL 100,000. 

In one of his last letters, Joseph Serlin mentioned to ~e that you may be pre
pared to visit Israel in the Spring, at which time they would rrano-e a for• al 
dedication of Kfar Silver for your partici ation. Could you, perhaps, tell me 
what your ... lans are in this respectl 

Dr. Harris Levine reminded me that the Foundation of your Temple thatcontributed 
$2,500 to Kfar Silver over a year a o had an additional ~~ount of $2,500 
available for the same purpose. Could t hey make the contribution at this 
timel 

With wannest regards, I am 

LI:U 

Copy to: arris Levine 

ly yours, 

/ 

tLt:_ 
Leon 
Assis nt ecutive Director 
Zionist Organization of America 



From: Ruth Davif 
Zionist Organization of America 
Lord Baltimore Hotel 
Baltimore, Md. 
Lexington 9-8400 

1. 

FOR A. M. REIEASE WEDNE:SDAY DECEMER ?TH 

RABDI SILVER, TOP U .s, ZIONIST, ASKS mms_.1~0R MILIT/aRY ALLIANCE 

SA'1S TRI-PARTllE AGHEEMENr OF 1950 FAILED 
._____...._....._...._... •.• --....... ------------

WARNS WEST ARMS TO AHA.BS WIIL NCYr BUI ALI.EG:W:CE BUT 

WILL END IN DISASTER 

BALTIMORE, MD., DEC. 6.-- Pointing to the failure of the Tri-partite Agreement 

of 1950 to insure peace on Israel-Arab borders, and labeling Great Britain's 

mediation offers in the Near East "the desire to insure for itself a corridor 

through the Negev to Jordan and the Hiddle East," Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

foremost spokesman for Zionism in the United States, tonight called upon the 

Western nations to give Israel the assurance of a military alliance. 

Speaking to a capacity crowd attending Baltimore's 12th Annual Donor 

Dinner of the Zionist Organization of America, held in the ballroom of the 

Lord Baltimore Hotel, Dr. Silver declared: 

"Allied diplomacy has at no time since the establishment of the State of 

Israel, seven years ago, been of the kind as to persuade the Arab States that 

nothing is to be gained by them in prolonging the boycotts, the blockade and 

the cold war against Israel. The extensive economic and politicai aid which 

has been given to one or another of the Arab States hy our Gover~~ent and by 

other nations of the free world was never made conditional upon Arab agreement 

to peace negotiations with Israel and for a package settlement of outstanding 

issues." 

Over 800 Zionists attended this dinner to raise funds for the local and 

national program of the ZOA, one major project of which finances scholarships 

for needy students at the Kfar Silver Agricultural Training Institute in Negev, 

Israel. Thisschool, named in honor of Rabbi Silver, teaches modern techniques 

of scientific faming. 

Chairman Leonard Rosen, who presided over the meeting, urged Dr. Silver 

to give the Baltimore ZOA the benefit of his "authoritative analysis of the 

Middle East during the tense and dan&erous days which are now faciq the State 



From: Ruth Davis 
Zionist Organization of America 
Lord Baltimore Hotel 
Baltimore, Md. 
Lexington 9-8400 

of Israel." 

2. 

Dr. Silver enumerated as basic facts which must be faced in discussing the 

Near East situation, some nine points, the first three of which dealt with the 

Arab States. The first charged them with acquiring anns not to defend themselves 

against Russia but to prepare a war against Israel. It also asserted "Those 

who are hoping to hold the allegiance of the Arab States to the West by provid

ing them with arms, are helping to build up a threatening military front, not 

against Russia, but against Israel." 

The second fact cited stated, "The Arab States know that Israel is not 

threatening them .... The third stated, ''The Arab States will not willingly 

recognize the existence of the State of Israel. Their leaders have time and 

again publicly announced their intention to wipe Israel off the map." 

Rabbi Silver, who represented the Zionist movement before the Assembly of 

the United Nations, reviewed past events, explaining that the State of Israel 

had been "compelled to arm itself because immediately upon its establishment it 

was attacked by the armies of neighboring Arab Stat es in a war which they 

declared against Israel in defiance of the United Nations. In this war, they 

were defeated, but they have not abandoned their intention to launch another war 

at the first opportunity to accomplish what they failed to accomplish in their 

first onslaught. This is their clearly avowed intention. Until these states 

have made peace with Israel and have abandoned their intention of exterminating 

it, or until such time as the Western nations have given Israel the assurance ot 

a military all;.anse, the young State must, as best as it can, l')!Jk to its ovn 

defenses," 

He further declared that "Israel desires no anas race ... Israel has no 

expansionist ambitions; it covets nothing which its Arab neighbors possess." 

But, "Israel will not purchase peace at the price of reducing its small 

territory of 81000 square miles in order to augment the 1,100,000 square miles 

of the territories of its Arab neighbors. The Arab States require no additional 

territory for their well-being, but the development, irrigation and cultivation 

of what they have .... 

"Great Britain's offer of mediation on the basis of territorial concessions 

by Israel is motivated, not by the economic needs of the Arab States or by any 

moral consideration, but by the desire of Great Britain to insure for itself a 

corridor through the Negev to Jordan and the Middle East. Egypt's desire for 
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Zionist Organization of America 
Lord Baltimore Hotel 
Baltimore, Md. 
Lexington 9-8400 

3. 

the Negev, to which it has absolutely no claim, is motivated by its wish to have 

a conmon land frontier with other Arab States, to deny Israel an outlet to the 

Red Sea, and to gain prestige for Egypt in the Arab world." 

Deploring the failure of the Tri-partite Agreement of 1950 to fulfill its 

objectives -- to insure tranquility on Israel-Arab borders, pending a pel'manent 

peace settlement, and to avert an arms race -- Dr. Silver charged, "An arms 

race is on! And the allied nations, no less than the Soviet bloc, has encouraged 

this armament race." 

The ninth and final point submitted by Rabbi Silver as basic to any analysis 

of the Middle East question was: 

"Israel wants no war -- and no preventive war. It has not employed its 

armed forces, which according to the testimony of the Arabs have been superior 

to theirs, in launching any war against any of them. The Arab States can have 

peace with Israel any time they want it. They need not spend, and they should 

not be encouraged to spend, their limited resources, which ought to be devoted 

to the problems of wide-spread poverty, disease and ignorance among their 

peoples. 

"The short-sighted policy of furchasing their loyalty to the democratic 

world by supplying them with arms has clearly bankrupt. Any attempt to compete 

with Russia in grants and sale of arms in that part of the world will also end 

in disaster. It will simply make the Arab leaders more intransigent, more 

ruthless and demanding. They will continue to play off the East against the 

West to the utter confusion of both." 

# 
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Dr. Jidney ks 
Zionist Or nisation ot America 
1L5 East )2nd treet 

ew York 16, 1ew York 

dear idney1 

At the close of the _ting, the ltimore Zionist strict gave 
ma th enclosed ch ,ok ot 1 ,ooo.o for Ktar Silver. It repreeenta 
an amount raised tr eoholarship and t ~sot those who 
cont.rib tecl were bli h d in the irogr 0£ the evening. 

I should like you to forward th:1 a amunt imD~GJ..atel, to Uar 
Silver in Israel. ea let r.!e maw w n hie is one. 

I thought the meet·nu s a very .tine one in spite ot the 
difficulty which they had with the bit ot stagin hich they put 
on. 

W1 th all good 1fi ehea, I remain 

AHS2al 
encla Chk. 

Very cordially youre, 

ABBA mLLEL SILVER 
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President President 
J. Abe Liff, Da} ton L on Ka , Detroit 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
11345 LT \VOOD AVE UE 

REGIONAL OFFICE 
TOwn end 8-8199 

DETROIT 6, MI HIGA • 

E ECUTIVE DIRE TOR 
~ Helen R. chneider 

December 19, 1955 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and E. 105th Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

As you may lmow I made innumerable attempts to meet with you, but 
was made aware by your secretary that your schedule did not permit 
such a meeting. 

My purpose in wanting to see you was in conncetion with a projected 
fund raising dinner in Cleveland under the sponsorship of the Zionist 
Organization of America. 

During my stay in Cleveland, I had several occasions to speak with 
Dr. li'alkman who informed me that he had broached this matter to you 
and that it was your feeling that yo woul be amiable to lending 
your name to such a function under the conditi ons that the three 
Zionist districts in Cleveland would co-operate in the fund raising 
effort. 

I consequently met with Rabbi Rudolph osenthal and R. enjamin 
Persky of the Heights Temple District and Mr . !!.zra ~hapiro of the 
l i onist District. Dr. Persky and Rab bi Rosenthal were ready to give 
their canplete cooperation. However, Mr. hapiro for reasons, 1hich 
you may know, did not feel that he could proceed on this matter. 

Since such a function in Cleveland is of dire necessity, I would 
appreciate your word on how you would prefer to proceed for this 
function . 

B~cause of many communal considerations, a tenetative date has been 
set for the 4th of March. I wrn1ld be most gratef1l for a reply at 
your earliest convenience. 

HR.Sisk 

CCI Dr. idney rks 

With warmest Zionist greetings, 

Helen • Schneider 
Regional Director 
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c ber 22, 195S 

•• Belen R. chneider, Regional Director 
Zionist Or nisation of rioa 
1 .345 oorl venue 

rcdt 6, ~hi 

dear !.li Schneiders 

I regret t t ot work made 1 t impoe ible for e to 8N 
, b t I hav_ ~ssed the ter t r. two or 
e 1 ry that Zionist 

lad to coo ftort tc-r 
e ni ~ nd 0,1. three zatione 

cooperated. 

d-. it ai o clear t t the affair snot t o be built around 
lAr r nn in c.,ld her in l nd ome two yeara 
Zi o i 1• :vw:1·~ ti"I t r ., • 

From wi,at you ay 1 t 1 e e ear that the Z oni t t ct 11 not 
prepared to nter nto such o..,.. ....... n:1 ty wide tin • Thie 1• to 
be regretted t, the ie nothing that I can do about 1 t. 

1th all od wishes, I resin 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

AHSaal 
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145 EAST 32ND STREET NEW YORK 16, N.Y. MURRAY Hill 3-9201 
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December 27, 1955 

Dear Friend: 

Whnt does the extr~ lg% Chnrit~ble Deduction mean to you? --- Young 
Isr~elis going to sc~ool --- food for Israel --- a feeling of not being 
neglected during n crisis --- the spirit of kindness and of peace --- a 
reaffirmation of our determination to survive. 

What does the extra 1 Cha.rit~ble Deduction mean to Kfar Silver Ari
cultural Institute? It mea.ns that an additional contribution of l ,o befol·e 
the end of the Tax year can make nll these things possible. 

Here is our suggestion nnd explanation: Under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 170, a.n 1nniv1dual may deduct charitable contributiona to the ex
tent of 201/o of Adjusted Gross Income. But a.n additional lo:/4 is allowable 
if ma.de to an educational institution, such ~s Kfar Silver gricultural 
Institute. 

For example, let us assume all the following conditions nre present: 

1. That you have $100,000 Adjusted Gross Income. 
2 . That you are married with no dependent . 
3. That you have securities that cost $10,000 but are worth 

$30,000. 
4. That you make a gift of the securities without previous 

comnitment for the gift. 

Here Is What Happens 

Amount of Federal Income Tax 

hmount of Ta.x Saving 

Your Federal Income Tax 
If You Give the Securities 

$32,040.00 

20,016.00 

If You Don't 

$52,056.00 

In other words, nt a cost to you of only $4,984.00 (which you wouldn't 
have unless you sold the securities), the fine work of this school is bene~ 
fited to the extent of $30,000). 

(Of course, the extra 1~ on lower incomes show proportion te costs und 
sa vings). 

- more -
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Here is ortunit to review our Tax situ~tion before the 
end of 1952• See if it is possible to give the extr~ 1 . Earmark it 
for Kfo.r Silver Agriculturo.l Institute; but make it po.yo.ble to the Zion
ist Organization of America for Tnx exemption. 

Here is a thought: Let's pay tribute to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
who has led American Zionism and Israel, to Statehood and to effective-
ness. He ho.snow undertaken leadership of the ~ond Drive. Let us 
salute him through these extra contributions. 

If you need any advices, just phone or write me. 

I depend upon your cooperation. 

WKD/mhr 

Sincerely, 

William K. Dorfman 
National Finnnce Chnirmnn 

, 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 10 , 1956 

I am pleased to infonn you that the ZOA Inner Com..~ittee, at its 
meeting held last 1onday, January 9th, approved the recommenda
tion submitted by Dr. Levine and myself to commit the ZOA in the 
amount of ILl00,000 to Kfar Silver, during the next fiscal year 
(1956-1957). 

As you know, this is the same amount we are giving Kfar Silver 
this year. Practically half of our obligation for the current 
year was met already. 

ely yours, 

Leo tovich 
Asst ecutive Director 
Zionist Organization of .America 

LI:ajs 

cc: 
Dr .Harris evine 



• Zionist Organization of America 
I 

Ollce of tlte P,ealdent 
~~ 
Ulllll.....,.u,111P'«W1 

NEW ADDRESS 
145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y 

MUrray Hill 3-9201 Janua1y 16, 1956 

Dr . ha Iillel Silv r 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Or . Silver: 

It was good to have talked wit you yest rday in connection with 
our effort to expand our membership and tor -enroll for r rnbers. 

Ve have prepared the attached letter which~ would like to send 
out over your signature and on your personrl letterhead. o,ld 
prepare the letterhead here, fr 'our a provai and the mailin would 
be done from Cleveland, throuct a Cleveland lettershop. e will 
handle all the echanics, ·ncluding your ackno ·led mcnts of member
sh·p enroll ents, as e do not ant to im ose any burden on yo or 
your staff . 

sit ill take a little while to et all this in order, your 
earliest, possible response wold be most helpful . 

With any thanks and kind reg·rds, 

Sincerely yours , 

I 

•l . . orti r lay 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Chio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January- 18, 1956 

This is to follow up our telephone conversation regarding your 
f'orthcaning trip to Israel. 

In reply to inquiries received f'rom Israel I wrote to Mr. Joseph 
Tand.r, Secretary-General of' the General Zionists Organization in 
Israel, confirming that you would arrive in Israel on Mirch 22 
and will depart ~pril 5. I explained that this is going to be 
a private visit. 

As to the exact date of' the dedication ceremonies in Kfar Silver, 
you leave it to them to decide, provided the first and last days 
of Passover are lert tree, since you plan to spend the holidays 
in Jerusalem. 

I vill appreciate hearing from you vhen you would like us to an
nounce your visit in public. 

s1 rely ~rs, 

(j . mt 
Leon t ·utovich 
Assistant Executive Director 

LI/mt 

cca Dr. Harris J. Levine 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 20, 1956 

I have just now received a letter from Kfsr Silver in which they suggest 
that the official dedication ceremony of Ktar Silver take place on Thursday, 
March 29 (third day or Pesach). 

They plan to invite representatives of the Israel government and its various 
ministries, the national institutions, public figures, etc. They also 
mention the possibility of arranging a dinner with your participation. 

If I do not hear from you to the contrary, I will assuns that the above 
date iv acceptable. 

With wa~st regards, I am, 

r · 
fi \tQ_ 

tovich 
t Executive Director 

IJ./mt 

cc: Ozer Gutmann 
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Cor ially y ura, 

ABBA HILLEL SI LVffi 
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,, (suggested letter rrom Rabbi Abba Hillel Silftr to all ellnquent members) 
revised 

Dear Fellow Zionists 

At the meeting 0£ the National laeautive Conmittee ot the Zionist 
Organisation ot America last week, I expressed 11\Y deep concern regarding 
Israel's present situation and the attitudes ot our government and the 
other major power■• 

I believe the die has not, yet been cast. The next tn weeks will 
be decisive. I am convinced thP.t this is t he moment tor the Zionist 
Organisation of America to step forward and mobilize American Fublic 
Opinion ae it helped to do so ettectively' under lff1' Presidency during 
the fateful years ot 1947-48. 

All aid to Israel is important but most important ot all at tni■ 
moment is Public Relations work on every level, and it is tor the z.o.A. 
to lead in thie work. 

You can help in these crucial days by lending strength through 
your renewal or membership to an organized body ot hundreds ot thousands 
or proud Jne who feel a deep concern about Israel's future and want 
to do something about it. 

I am sure that you will want to join 
for justice, international morality, and a 
Israel. 

one again in this struggle 
n t those who would destroy-

If you will return to me your enrollment in the enclosed self'
addressed envelope, I &hall be pleased to personally acknowledge receipt. 

1th all good wisbe1 1 

Cordially, 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

January 24, 1956 

I found your letter of January 5th, in my office after I saw 
you at the Board of Governors Confer ence and I wa~t to thank 
you for this very kind note. 

I am in the process of preparin the ZOA caucus, which r-1ill 
take place on Saturday, February 4, at 4 ~.M., at the Hotel 
Seville in Miami Beach. I was delighted to learn fror Mr. 
Mortimer }1ay that you rere good enough to promise to look in 
at our caucus and greet the delegate with a few words. This 
will help us get a good attendance, and I am personally deeply 
grateful to you. 

o far we have a list of 100 ZOh delegates who will attend the 
Conference. mong them are: Louis A. Falk of Jersey Cit y, 
Jack Good."Tlan of ew York, Albert Schiff of New York, rilliam H. 
Sylk of Philadelphia, l'u-. I. Turover and Mr. Abe S. Kaye of 
ashington, D.C. 

Before his departure for Israel, Dr. ~nuel leurnann h1d a talk 
:i th Dr. Joseph Sch .rartz. Dr. 1 eumann planned to call you before 

leaving but may not have found the time to do so, due to some 
passport trouble at the last moment. As far as I could gather, no 
important decisions were made for the time being. I trust I will 
h~ve an opportunity to report to you on this in more detail in 
Miami Beach. 

I am leaving for Mi.:uni Beach Friday evening, January 27, and will 
be staying at the Sovereign Hotel, 43 St. and Collins Ave., and 
will be at your disposal for any assistance that you may need. 

It will be good to see you again. ,rith ,armest regards, 

NE:ek 

Very sincerely y~urs, 
, c;, 

(...,,,er , ~ k. 
Nettie Eisner 

r: 

. . 
lOIU IU 
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Dr. b' Hill l ilv r 
Th T mple 
East 105 treet & n l toad 
Clcv Ian , Ohio 

Uea r Or . i Iv r : 

January 27, 1956 

Just a 1·ord to sa., th nks for your ap1 roval of the membership 
lctt r. It ill e mos h lpful tn us "nci I am u th t th 
returns will he gr at. 

I do hop th~t thjs lett r finds you, Virginia ~nd th~ f~mily 
in h h st of health 2n spirits. ,ly affe tionat r gards, 

s·nce~ely, 

~ 
Dh. SID fY 1'-fK 

lrsk fxecutiv Uir ctor 
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r. Abba Hillel Sjlver 
'l'he Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ear Dr. Silver: 

JanU&r 3), 1956 

We sll rejoiced at the news of your impending trip to Israel signalling 
the celebrations in Kfar Silver. It gives me special pleasure to 
inforrr you that participants in several tours being readied by the 
ZOA Tourist Departn ent for next Pesach are being advised by this 
de~rtment in a special announcerr~nt that these celebrations will 
take place on ~arch 29th. 

J.'ay I at this time offer the services of the ZOA Tourist t'epertment 
in helping to arrange the technical details of your trip, especially 
transportation to and from Israel and any other arrangewents which 
you would see fit to entrust 1~ with. I hope thst you will honor us 
with an order to this effect. 

With best Zion's greetings, I 

~ 
ector 

rtme~/ 

JT/ 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

February 3, 1956 

East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

We are anxious to publish the nev1s about your forthcoming trip 
to Israel, as wel l as the information on the dedication cere
monies of Kfar Silver, vell in advance. 

I hope you will have no objection to our announcing it now. 

I will appreciate your early reply. 

With varmest regards, I am, 

HJI/mf 

cc: Leon Ilutovich 

Sincerely yours, ,~ 
Dr. Har. is J. Levine 
Chairman, National Committee 
on ZOA ctivities in Israel 



.. 

February 9, 1956 

Dr. 'flarris J. Levine, Chairman 
National Committee on ZOA cti vi ties in Israel 
Zionist Or -animation of America ----Eaet 32nd Street 
Net, York 16, .. • , .. erk 

I have no objection to j ur mc"'lJ.': n:· , n n,11 (J n ~ ~ .. , n . , f m 
coming visit to sraol in co nect ~ o ,,.• c l'e-
moniea of .Kfar vilver. 

The pur ose u • vi ~it too, .; s :.,O ,a.cq, i .·· u ess 

of the country s· nee ry last ·Jis:! t in 1951. c. g ~u nc 
official capacity and nder t,he auspic~s of no orgc niz:.t ... io1 • !10:' -
ever publicity is given to ~ visit, I should like n , 1.fl uio1. on 
that score. 

ith warmest regards and all good wishes, 

ABBA In.1.,LEL SI VER 

AHSusl 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. il ver: 

February 14, 1956 

I do hope that you ot back to Cleveland in good 
health after the strenuous days in i1iami Beach. 
It was a great thrill again to listen to your 
speech. It was certainly the sensation of the 
Conference and people in all hotels poke about 
the event for many days. 

I am writing to suggest that you be good enough 
to write a few words of recognition to Mr. William H. 
Sylk for his havin acce ted the ZOA Chairrna.nship 
for Israel Bonds. I believe a few words from you 
will inspire and encourage him to greater activity. 
His address is c/ o Sun Ray Drug Co. , 49th & Lancaster 
Ave. , Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dr. Neumann has already been in touch with you and 
will probably discuss with you among other matters 
ZOA and Israel Bonds. 

With warm p0 rsonal r gards , 

Sincerely yours, 

ettie Eisner 

NE:ek 



L AW O PFI E S 

DAVID J . MARKOFF 
TT:L l~PJIO'<l~S 

M !..BER RY 5· 155!'> 

M LRERRY :5 · 1:556 

OEOR GE C. E V E RI NG 

Jt:HU.Y O I ~A.RS~l AN 

IRWIN M . S USSMAN 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
c/o The Temple 

S ITE 40:5 -40 6 TOWER BUILDI G 

B ALTIMORE S TREET & 0 I I.FORD A E. E 

B A LTI f ORE 2 , Mn. 

February 16, 1956 

East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Silver: 

In answer to your recent letter requesting my 

enrollment as a member of the Zionist Organization of America, 

I wish to inform you that I am already enrolled as a member. 

Thank you for your letter and also for the fine work 

you are doing as a leader in this cause. 

J. t~uly yours, 

David 

DJM:mcp 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevel:=md, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 17, 1956 

I will r reatly appreciate your letting me have the name of the air
line and the flight number in connection with your trip to Israel 

arch 22nd. I would like to submit the details to our friends in 
Tel Aviv. 

A~sist nt Executive Director 
LI: p,j s 
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Feb ry 2J , l )i56 

nr. Sid ey rk , x cutive rector 
Zionist Or niz t • n of nrica 
lh5 F.ast 32nd treet 
'ew York 16, York 

Dear !"\r. arks 1 

Attached is a coo· of a letter ddres ed to • Silver. 
you mi ,~t like to mark your reoords. 

/sl 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

ss So hia Levine 
Secretary to • lver 

thought 



~bruary 21, 19!,6 

, r • J 1 , T. ~ yl.k 
c/o .'":un Hr.!. - Co : ny 
hS' c- t,ter live . 
:h • 

"-, r· .111: 

r nder -t. nt 1.1h~t c . v . BC' cent· • t e 
Israel rand • O"" 1 r,._,,s an l 
.. ·ou. 

,~ .. .tron hip fo
~ven to cc:ngz· tal..ate 

I , • Eelf v steppe :..,. to the Israel / on ~ s:t tuation t l i, year 
bee ls~ r..1. he:. gr~v--ity of , .. e sit:.utior1. • Lelieve tha UlUch 
can be one J es ::. "' ly ll!~cn ,., our ., . .;.oni:;t fr · -:. 1 da to increase 
the ~ale of nds and I ow you ffill do your utmost in this 
regard. 

\'1t h warmest regards and all ood wishes , I remain 

Very cordial1y yours, 

ABBA HILlE SitVEll 

_tHS aal 
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1956 

Ir. Leon Ilutovieh, 
Assistant x cutive irector 

_ ___,::.a,Z.. onist Organizat on or America 
l.L~ I~st 32nd ~ treet 
·ew York 16, e York 

••y dear r. Ilutovicht 

Thank you for your letter of February 17th. , 

y plane are 'to leave for Isr el by plane on the ' 'I'uesday, 
arch 20th, lt30 P •• , arriving ednesqat, 9a2S P. ·• 

y return schedule I leavin Isra 1 Thur 
A. • on the Kl • arr1 vin tt York Fri ay • 

, pril 5th, 10115 
16th, 10t20 A.• 

I ill be in touch i th ou. about • Jacob ~u 1n. 

i th all good ish s • I remain 

Very cordially oor1, 

BBA HIL L '1ILVFR 

AHSasl 

PS. Please notify our 10 d friends in Israel that I am not trav l-
ing in any official c i ty and that I do not wish to ke public 
addressee other than the one ch duled at Ktar Silver. The :JUrnose 
or my short visit is to acquaint myself with the ropreas and devel-
opnent of t country whic ve not seen s nee 19Sl • t is an 
unofficial visit, son ored by no rty or inatituti~n. 

A.H. s. 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. at Ansel Road 
CleTeland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 24, 1956 

Thank 7011 ver, much for 7our letter or February 21 
with an outline ot 7our itinerary in connection vith 
rour trip to Israel. 

I haw vritten today to the Israel General Zionist 
Par't7 ahd inf"ormed the ZOA House in Tel Aviv and 
Kfar Silver accordingly. 

el.y 7ours, 

~.,,,__z( __ 

Leon Ilutorlch 
Assistant Executive Director 

LI/mt 

ioniJm 
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F bruai-/ 27 • 19 56 

Miss Sophia Levine 
Secretary to Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The T mple 
Cleveland . Ohio 

Dear Miss Levine: 

I m t~1ly grateful for your copy le er add ssed to Dr . 
Silver from David J . rkoff . His lett r is proving to be 
most effective . 

Accept my kindest personal regards , and nlease extend them 
to Dr . Silver. 

Since~ely yours . 

J I , ( 
Dr . Sidney Matks 

Executive Di~ctor 
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Dr. Abba Hillel ,ilver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

February 29, 195 ~ 

We are working on the matter of our Convention and we have 
tentatively scheduled ashington once again as the place 
of the meeting. 

Our dates at present are betw9en August 23rd and August 27th. 
Will you be able to participate at that time ·/ 

I do hope that this letter finds you and the family in the 
best of health and spirits. 

Accept my affectionate regards. 

SM/br 

Pr. ,idney Mar 
"iixecut~r 
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I s.n encl c in crE:ck "'er 10.00 rr , •- ·~. 
1 arr-h St , 1956 . t, . / or ore r nl· & 

t,o. c- r ennual d "e~ of t ,he Z~ ~, .. ' fen-. 

/sl 
encl. 

Sincerely, 

'iss Scrhi , ne 
ecre an to lver 



March 1L.19S6 

Dr. Sidney kll• xecutive Director 
Zionist Organi ati n r America 
~5 East 32nd Street 

, York 16, . Te. ork 

I am enclosi n l e dth tno letters hich ere received by Dr. 
Silver. 

The check or 
Kushin was :o. 
yesterday. 

coottpa 
ur ofr:c 

The letter fr , ' r. re ~ 
from your ort.100. 

ie let r or • . than 
thou not to our attent.ion) 

r ,. c! te i n 

Sincerely, 

/sl 
encl. 

iN 
Secret 

a 1evi 
to r, S lv r 
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------------------------------------------ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 145 EAST 32nd STREET NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: April 11, 1956 

From: Harold P. Manson 

SubjKt: 

Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Information 

Statement by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver on American Polic¥ 
in the Middle East 

Dr. Ab~a Hillel Silver, who returned from his visit to Israel a few nays ago, 
made his first public address since his return in his home community, 
Cleveland, Ohio, on April 8, 1956. 

Dr. Silver's references to current American policy in the Middle East are of 
special significance to all American Zionists and we are therefore sending you 
the report of his address as it was publish~d in the Cleveland Plain Dealer of 
April 9, 1956. 

. - - .. -
Silver Slaps Attitude of U.S. in Middle East 

A grim~facP.d Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver at the Temple yesterday loosed a 
barrage of criticism at America's attitude to"W8.rd the Middle East problem. 

The internationally known spiritual leader, usually a supporter of the 
administration, told one of the largest gatherings ever to attend his regular 
sermons that he had measured his words carefully. 

The crow which jammed the large Temple included a number of the city's 
non-Jewish civic and industrial leaders. 

Underscoring that America had shipped arms to Iraq, Saudi Arabia and other 
Arabian countries, Rabbi Silver said: ''The United States does not fear an 
arms race there, but to Israel is thrown the spurious argument of an arms race. 
Why was it trotted out only in the case of Israel and never before?" 

He tore into what he termed an American embargo dictated by expediency, 
which, he warned, might be as bad a blunder as the embargo which defeated the 
Spanish republic and set the stage for World War II. 

Cites Oil Interests 

He asserted that those who said the present danger was not great, who d~
clined urgently needed help, were taking upon themselves the gravest responsi
bility. 

The Rabbi rapped the United States program of referring Israeli pleas for 
defensive arms to other nations. He said it was highly improbable that other 
nations would do what the world's leader for freedom failed to do. 

"I feel this does not represent leadership or morality," he said. "This is 
not America spP. king---it is the oil interests." 

- more .. 
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He stressed that Iara.el was not asking American intervention or soldi :-s, 
hut only ~~eking to purchase ~pons again~t an immin~nt danger that tt ~a ~ne1 
her surYival. 

no '>n i"' impressed with the "chivalry, morality or candor" f the State 
Department's new attitude, he said, his voice heavy with bittern~ A. 

Re ripped the contention that the Middle East was properly the ~on rn ~f 
the United Nations by asserting that a strong Soviet bloc, plus Russia's T~to, 
would b ~nough to slow up U.N. ~tion in case of sudden wa.r until tiny IsraPl 
was a shembles. 

The Rabbi said h~ felt peace could come to th~ Middle East--from whir t rP

ports of new battles came e~en as he spoke--if only Western leadcrh vouln t akP 
a firm ip on present opportuniti~s. 

Call~ Plea Mandate 

There are only minor refugee and territorial problems between the IRra lis 
and the Arahs, which could be easily ~djustcd st a conferPnce ta le, r.~ ~ai , 

"The job of the democraciet:; should not be to bol~ter truculence, rut to 
call for negotiations for the peace of the world," he said. 

He emphasized that, a.s long as the Arabs know Israeli~ weak and will 1'e 
kept so, they will not consent to a conf rence,but will wait until their n w 
power asaures them victory and then strike as they said thy would. 

For a long time the West thought the Middle East was its own province and 
did not anticipate the swift entry of the Soviets into that area, he Raid. 

As a result, he added, there has been a general collapse f the Fritish ·
Areerican policy there and the whole situation is ~eing restudied. 

"A small nation pleading for the right of self defenf;e is a clear mandate 
for all of the free world," h~ said. 

- .. - -- .. .. - -
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Dr. s·dney Marks, 
Executive Director, 

CO Y 

Zionist Organization of merica, 
145 East 32nd Street, 
Ne~ York. 

D ar Sidney, 

ay 5th, 1956 

It is Saturday in Jerusal m, the Cnngr ss is r sting and 
I have a freP hour t0 tak care of som cor · pond nee. 

y and la ge this is an unusua 1 p or and disorganized 
G ngr ss. Spiritually the lea, rs ip o the Je ·ish Agency did not 
prepar any definite program and ther . i no guidilig line co ing 
fro ~ the top. lack of top n tch lead rs i o thP kind ilver 
en ld provid is n ticea le. 

Strang as it may so nd, i n spite nf the t nse political 
situation the nu r of delegates, deputy del gates and guests at 
t hi C ngr ss is very big, by far bigg r than at any other c ngress 
in the past. Pri r to the pcning sessi 1 1 ipril 24th there \as 
a r sp nsive and e thusiastic gath ring of people here but as a 
result f th dull opening session the "Stimmung" dissipated right 
a ay. 

Instead of holding a brief i pressive op ning c remony 
there \.as a flood of speeches by Locker, Ben Gurion, en Zvi , the 
to Chief Rab' is, and lhen Goldmann gt up to deliver his big 
idel : pub icized addr ss the hall as alr ady half empty. 

From a purel administrati and organizational point of 
vie· this is the most chaf)tic stablishm nt I ha e ever sen in my 
life. Inefficiency in congr ss of1ic sis reigning supreme. 

The Congress building (BinianP lau a) are as unfinished 
as they re in 1951, and ince they did n t have the rains at least 
to put an elevatQr, one has to climb oft n 4 or 5 1 rs up to get 
t the various C ngr ss of ic s . 

Duet my arri al a kin advance I managed t have our 
del gation's machin ry running rather sm othly nd I succe ded more 
or less t eliminat difficu tis by makittg arrange nts lith the 
vari us C ngr ss of ic sand ·th th Organizati n Oepartn nt of the 

ecutive e 1 in advance. 
-/2 
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from the se11eral cah] s J s .n t .us ar 0u n , 
ceremonies at the O Hous nd in far Sil er. YCu als 
th formation of the U .. it • oc t•it in the C'lnfede ation. 

ahnut the 
kri ahnut 

\ l ile I am t 1riting th se lin s on SAturday, pril 5tJ at 
12~( noon the political behind th seen situation looks as fo]]o s: 

Golartann is an 'ious to ecom Presi ent. ,1apai, 1 a1 am and 
chdut Haavoda Crt out y st rday in th . Congr ss St cr·ug Com itt 

1;•ith an ultimatum t at if II rt is incJud d in the nu J \ ish Ag .ucy 
Lxecuti v they ill not particip, t . In r sul t Gol mann, ,·Jo fa ors 
II rut, is on a sot. H does not ·ant t fight 1apai and ·ill pro
bably have to give in. Had he had only a little cnurag h could have 
turned ntn the de nds of the left-,ing and t ach ,apai and the to 
o her Le"-tist parties, which do not co ,.trol a majorit, a good J sson. 
But courage is a ery rare quality as .rou knot • 

Tonight or t morJ·ow morning the fat of Her t , il 1 be de
cided. 

As exp ct d, the C ngr ss did n tend n . ay 4th, n .ith . rill 
it end t ni ht, but • ill c<>ntinue till to111orrm· lat at night f>r even 
ionday. Jay 7th early mo ning. 

s I am,·-riting th ·. lines t r is a stalemate insi e th 
Confeder · tion. This aftr:r1oun th U ity loc, ill neet to decide ho 
to proc d. It is the fir .t time in the histor 1 of th . Conf er~tion 
tlat e control at .. east 50% of th d legat sand we have perhaps a 
small edge. I say pe haps because th position of a handful of the 
n ut1als may s,·i11g the alanc ith r way. Goldst in nd th ·ogr s-
sives are trying th ir best to drag ith then gotiations till aft r th 
C ngr ss in rder not top rmit time for the Confeder, tion Con r nee 
to t~k dra. tic decisions. Since the C ngr Sf. js erding lat th Con-
f derc: tion wi 11 b able to me t not rirl ier t an •ay 7th j n t aft r
noon and n , ay 8th most of th delegat s b g·n laving J ru al m. 

The Confeder· tion got t,o connitt chairmanships at the 
Congr ss. These .re divided bet"e n ourselves and Hada sah. ose 
Ha prin is chairman of th St ring Co .. itte and Jae us is the head 
of the Organization Cormi t t . 

Since every five d legat ar ntitled to one m Mb r on the 
Actions Comnitt P the WA ill have six members and six alt rnat s. The 
list is alr ady pr pared and ill be subm·tted to a Pting of our full 
de g::ition this afternoon. As usual, one can expect r.any t cmain dis
satisfied since unf rtunately th .re re only 12s ats to distribute among 
31 delegat s. 

-/3 



Th l nit y B 1 o c as a l l ' i 11 g t a out 16 1 ct ions Co rm it t 
membe r s, of th will be 6 of the· A. 

\" are conducting n t 
Emanuel th Chai ·manship of the 
Go dmann , 10 ever, sup orts Ros 
Gold tein but this id a as giv 
str ng op~osition. 

ugh battle be l ·n the sc n s tog t 
Am ricm S .ct ion of th Je\· ish a nc • 

J'al prin. I original 1 \ ·ant d Israel 
nu ir/th m antirre in vie of our 

veral of our delegites left Jerusaelm during th last to 
da s so that p actically all al ternat s ho are h re i 1 ha\•e a chance 
to be full-fle ged de eg~tes during th last 2-3 da s of th Congr ss. 

I am enclosing a list of £..OA Commi tt • ssignr,1 .nts. 

}Pase no~ that sine before sterday Il r"'lan Quittman replac d 
Jack I fko\ ·itz on th Comuitte of Color. iaation and Tilton Sil ._ rnan 
replaced Ge1shon feigin on the Education Comnitt c since th former t~o 
left already. 

I am sending a copy of th is let• r to Harold and ou ar fr e 
of course to use the information containe th r in to inform those of our 
people ·ho you think ould be interested . 

By th time this letter r ach s you both the Congr ss as tell 
as the Confederation ill have be n o\er. 

\ ith \ rarll'est reg'rds to all our p oplc in ' i York, I am as e\' r , 

Yours , 

cc: H rold ~anson 

Leon Ilutovich 
Assi tant Exec tiv Director 

ionist Organjzation of Am rica 
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Zionist Organization of America 

Offlce of the President 
145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 3-9201 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

.lly dear Dr. Silver: 

25, 1956 

I have just returned from Israel and am planning 
to visit a number of coJIIDIWlities in the coming week to help 
strengthen ZOA. 

I would very much like to come to Cleveland on 
Tuesday, June 19th, and to have an opportunity of a personal chat 
with you at sometime convenient to you. 

Once I kno that you will be in town, I would like 
to arrange for a small luncheon at a downtown hot el with a few of 
the key leaders of your three Cleveland districts, plus the lead-
ing Rabbis , to see what we can do to strengthen ZOA in your community. 

Of course it ould mean a great deal to me if you 
could participate in this luncheon and we could have a chat either 
before or after this affair, -- to which I only plan to invite about 
fifteen people. 

I would appreciate your rely to these sug estions 
by return me.il so that I can make the necessary arrangements. 

Looking forward to hearing- from you ~nd chatting 
ith you in person, I u 

Cordially yours, 

Mll.gpb 

::!;1~ /V'/~ 
President / 



, 

Mr. ortimer . y, President 
Zionist OrR&nization or America 
lli5 F.ast 32nd Street 

ew ·ork 16, .r . 

(::, dear ort· er: 

29, 19$6 

Thank yo fo your lette or ra 25. 

At the moment I ot ::;, r I 11 in t e o ty on June 19th. 
However 1 when , .. r:i • ve, plea~a te le ho ., office nd if I am 
in town I, of o 1rl"le , i . 1 eliehted t o :me ycu. 

~ith .11rn >st ru.. ds m.d all goo,J wishes, I remain 

ost cor ially yours , 

ABBA InLIEL ILVFR 

AHSaal 



,. 

' 
I Zionist Organization of America 

Office of the President 
145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii 3-9201 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th St. at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 4, 1956 

I am looking fonlard to meeting you in Cleveland on Tuesday~..19. 
mentioned in our telephone conversation, . Ilutovi~oin us to 
discuss a number of problems concerning Kfar Silver. 

As 

I am about to take a train to Nashville and I will greatly appreciate it, 
if you would be kind enough to drop a line to •fr. llutovich in New York 
indicating the t~ e when we could ■eet. :e are availab:r; any time 
starting from 10 A.M., except bet~een 12:)) and 2, when I will have a 
luncheon appointment with Dr. Falkman. We plan to leave Cleveland by 
train for Nev York the same evening. 

We will both stay at the Uade Park Hotel. 

With wartlJ3st regards, I am, 

MM:mf 

Sincerely yours, 

k ¼u (1,u 
M:>rtimer May / 
President 
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·, ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • US EAST 32nd STREET • 

i 1 - 1 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: J·me 5 , 1.956 

From: Harold P. Manson 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public lnfo-rma.tion 

Subject: The Security CouncJ.l's Action •· 
Editorials in The New York Times 

The United Nations Security Council yesterday adopted a ·re.tered dovn version of 
the British resolution requesting UN Secretary General D.3.g Hammarskjold to 
"continue his good offices'' toward full cotnpl Lance with the Israel-Arab a:rttistice 
agreements. Britain, as well es the United. Scates, ce.pitul.ated to Arab and 
Soviet pressure and agreed to eliminate the paragraph celling for a peaceful 
settlement of the Palestine quest!on "on a mu-hua.lly accE>pta.ble basis." Ironically 
enough, it waa this phrase -- "on a mutually e.cceptable basis" ... which was used 
in the Soviet statement of policy en the Middle East, published in Moscow on 
April 17, as well as in the British-Soviet commur..ique icsued at the conclusion of 
the visit of the Soviet leaders to London. Th~ Soviet position in the Security 
Council debate was therefore hypocritical, and the Br1t:4ah capitulation -- re

portedly on direct orders from Prime Minister Eden -- i?.1def'ensible. 

However, public opinion is acutely aware of whet was seid and done in the Security 
Council debate, in the cou=se of which the Arab3 themselves exposed the wholly 
negative and destructive character of their posltion. Two magnificent editorials 
on this subject appeared in The New York Times cf June 2 and June 5. We are send
ing you the full text of both o{-t'FemTntheho:re that you will call them to the 
attention of all moulders of public opinion in your c01.11Dunity. 

- - .. .. .. -
Editorial in The New Yc~k Times of June 2, 1956 

THE TRUTH ABO'l1r PALES1'1NE 

The United Nat!ons Security Council has been spending some tedious hours 
this week wrestling with the wording of a British resolution that expressed hope 
for a lasting peace in Palestine. The delay that kept the Council working over
time was due mainly to the reluctance of the Arab etates--Leba.non, Syria, Jordan 
and Egypt--to admit that the State of Israel legally exists and to give up, for 
good and all, their ambition to drive the Israelis into the Mediterranean. For 
this reason the discussion yeste~d.ay, still incomplete, wan postponed until 
Monday afternoon. 

Not one Arab speaker said one word to indicate that he felt the awtul re
sponsibility of restoring or maintaining peace in 1.he Near East; not one showed 
the slightest understanding, or desire to unde~stand, the urge that drove ao many 
abused and harassed indi vidua.ls into the ancient lE.nd of Palestine, to set up a 
new commonwealth and labor for a new tope; net one welcoraed the kind of peace that 
might result from accepting Israel as a neigtbor; ~ach, without exception, sePm~~i 
to be waiting for the ultimate catastrophe that by wrecking the MediterraneB~ 
world and perhaps all the Western World, might destroy the tiny State of Ts .. ael. 

These assertions are not rhetorical. The fault the Ara!,s :found vith th~ 
original British resolution was that it used words BU88{3st1ns., ha1,~v~1· 11Rl!Jvel:V/ 

- more• 
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that a peaceful and perme.nent settlement of the trouble between Israel and her 
Arab neighbors might be reached. The Arab spokesmen wouldn •t have this. They 
regarded it as an offense for the United Nations to endorse, or the Secretary 
General to attempt, any solution that might put an end to the suffering and sus
pense in the Near East and open the way to peace and prosperity for all. They 
stuck to medieval notions that are now as out of date as chain armor, spears and 
battle-axes. 

Listen to the Syrian spokesman, Ambassador Ahmad el-Shuka.iry, speaking 
Thursday afternoon. He referred to Palestine--that 1s, the State of Israel, 
recognized by our own and most other Governments, received in 1949 as a member of 
the United Nations--as "part and parcel of the Arab homeland." He went on to say: 

To advocate the idea of a mutually acceptable solution must inevit
ably lead to a reversal of all the resolutions of the United Nations. 
***We must begin from the beginning. We must start de novo on a 
clean sheet. Everything written by the United Nations should be writ
ten off, ever since the 29th November, 1947. {This was the date of the 
the U.N. partition resolution.) The establishment of Israel, its mem
bership in the United Nations and all other resolutions will have to be 
revoked. Then, and then only, the United Nations can look forward to a 
solutio?'i "on a mutually acceptable basis." 

We have to put this remarkable utterance into the context of a debate over 
Mr. Hammarskjold's patient and impartial efforts to stop the killing in the Near 
East. Mr. Hammarskjold reported, as in duty bound. He had kept--so it seemed 
to most observers--within the limits of the April 4 resolution, under which he 
had gone to Palestine. He had received assurances from all the parties, the four 
Arab states necessarily included, that they would try to reduce border squabbles 
and accept an increased and improved measure of U.N. supervision. There is every 
indication that the Arab states and Israel gave the assurances in good faith. But 
if we judge by the Arab arguments in the Security Council this week this good 
faith was in the Arab case of a temporary nature. Given an opportunity, one had 
to conclude, the Arabs would pounce on Israel. 

Neither side in the Near Eastern troubles has been without blame. Each side 
has unnecessarily taken innocent lives. But the Israelis arc now willing to s ettl0 
and end the bloodshed. The Arabs, if their spokesmen truly represented them this 
week, are not ready to do this finally and for e.11 time. 

- - - - - .. -
Editorial in The New York Times of June 5, 1956 

U.N. Hl\S A BAD DAY 

The United Nations and the Security Council never seemed weaker than they 
did yesterday when the Council allowed four Prab states, aided and abetted by 
Russia, to take out of the Palestine resolution the words that expressed hope for 
"a peaceful settlement on a mutually acceptable basis. 11 

The Arab states, for which Syria was the most vociferous spokesman, were at 
least consistent; they have not concealed their desire to get rid of the little 
State of Israel, which, though they outnumber it twenty times over, they pretend 
to fear. 

- more -
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The United Kingdom and the United States were not inconsistent, either. 
They yielded in the interests of "unanimity," and achieved it -- a mistaken 
course, we think, but not an ignoble one. But what is, or ever was, wrong 
with a "mutually acceptable settlement" in place of bloodshed and hate? 

The Soviet Union, denouncing Stalin as its new rulers a.re now doing, 
behaved as that dead and dishonored potentate would have done. On April 17, 
in Moscow, in a press conference sponsored by Vyacheslav M. Molotov, who was 
then Foreign Minister, they appealed for na stable, peaceful settlement of 
the Palestine question on a mutually acceptable basis." The words were 
picked up and again endorsed by Russia in the joint communique issued by 
Prime Minister Eden and Premier Bulganin on April 27. Sir Pierson Dixon, 
British Ambassador to the U,N., certainly had every reason but one to believe 
that if he put them in his resolution the Russians would accept them. The one 
reason he overlooked was that Moscow is seemingly as ready as t.:vcr to betray 
itn promises and assurances for a brief nnd menn diplomatic advantage. 

And perhaps it is not even an advantage. Perhaps this episode will show 
skeptics, by contrast, that honor, courage and pity are in the end winning 
qualities. Perhaps the U.N. will be the stronger if this one act of folly opens 
its eyes to the eternal truth that empty compromises win no victories, and that 
in the end principles worth defending must be defended. 
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CAaL?: ADDRl::SS " CELCONB" NSV, votur 

H. GOODl\IAN & SONS 
INCOllPOll4TED 

Makers of ''GOODY'' Products 

200 VARICK STREET 

NEW YORK 14, N. Y. 

TKLKPHON& WATKINa 4-7&7& 

June 14, 1956 

Rabbi AH Silver 
Th9 Temple 
E 100th St & Ansel Rd . 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear R· bbi Silver: 

On Sunday, June 3, at the conference of the ZOA's National 
Administrative Council, I took occasion to express my views con
cerning the type of leadership the Zionist Organization of America 
requires during the coming years in order to discharge fully its 
proper role on the American and orld Zionist scenes and in Israel. 

Profoundly convinced that at this critical juncture in the 
history of our Movement the ZOA requires leadership of the highest 
caliber, I called for the drafting of Dr. Emanuel Neumann for the 
Presidency of our Organization. I w s deli hted by the response 
of the National Administrative Council, hich received this sug
gestion with a standing ovation. At the conclusion of the meeting 
Dr. Neumann expressed his appreciation and gratitude for the warm 
demonstration of confidence in him and his leadership which had 
taken place, and said that he would give earnest consideration to 
our urgent call for his assumption of the ZOA Presidency. 

Since Dr. Neumann is considering the matter, I am writing to 
you at this time because I believe that, as a leader of the ZOA 
who is anxious to enhance the prestige of our Organization and to 
increase its effectiveness, you will wish to join in prevailing 
upon him to accept the heavy burdens and responsibilities of the 
ZOA Presidency. You could help to achieve this by indicating your 
readiness to provide the fullest measure of support to an admini
stration which he would head. I will welcome a communication from 
you to this effect. 

There is a great challenge - and a great opportunity - before 
our Organization. Let us meet it and open a bright new chapter in 
the history of the ZOA. 

AG/ss 

Sincerely yours, 

~ Goodman 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 145 EAST 32nd STREET • NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: Jun~ 20, 1956 

From: Harold P. Manson 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Information 

Subject: Fress Comment on Current Political Developments in 
Israel and the Middle East. 

The following editorial from The New York Times of June 19, 1956 will b0 of 
interest to you in connection with the most recent polj_tical developments in 
the Middle East -- the resignation of Moshe Sharett, the visit to Cairo of 
Soviet Foreign Minister Shepilov, and the increasing aggressivenGss of N&sser. 

NEW PALESTINE TENSION 

New York Times - Tuesday - 6/19/56: 
Despite the comparative calm brought to the Middle East by the peace 

mission of Secretary Geoeral Hammarskjold, tension is rising again in that 
troubled area as a result of two new developments. One is the visit to Cairo 
by Soviet Foreign Minister Shepilov, who engineered the Soviet bloc arms deal 
with Egypt and is now doing his double-talking worst -to -rouse Arab antagonism 
against the West and to stiffen the Arab stand against a mutually acceptable 
peace settlement with Israel. The other, a kind of reflex action, is the re
signation of Israeli Foreign Minister Sharett and the shift of control of that 
office, under Mrs. Myerson as its temporary titular head, to Premier Ben-Gurion. 

The immediate results of irr. Shepilov's burrowing action remain to be 
seen. But in view of the increasingly aggressive attitude of Premier Nasaer of 
Egypt it would seem to be the part of wisdom for Israel to pursue a cautious 
a.nd moderate policy in order to keep world opinion on its side as its most po
tent defense. That has been the policy of lfi..r. Sha.rett. Both he and Premier 
Ben-Gurion have sought peace even at the price of some concessions. 
Mr. Ben-Gurion, like Mr. Sharett, has been against the hotheads who press for 
a "preventive war" and has offered to go to Cairo to discuss peace with 
Premier Nasser. 

But Mr. Ben-Gurion is convinced that the Arab states, led by Egypt, are 
preparing for a "new round" against Israel, and that this threat calls for 
bolder policies than used heretofore. He sees confirmation of this view not 
only in the Arab-Soviet bloc arms traffic but also in the Soviet-backed Arab 
rejection of the recent resolution in the Security Council calling for a 
settlement of the Palestine question on a "mutually acceptable basis," and in 
the way in which Premier Nasser is building up military alliances to encircle 
Israel. Furthermore, in view of Israel's failure to obtain arms from the 
W~st he holds that l§rael must primarily depend on its ovn "policies of 
strength," 

That Israel has every reason to be concerned is obvious, But while it 
took great zeal to create Israel it will take wisdom, patience and restraint ~o 
keep it alive. It is to be hoped that these qualities will not be lacking 
under the new dispensation. 



Zionist Organization of America 
... SAN FRANCISCO DISTRICT ... 

973 MARKET STREET• ROOM 600 • SAN FRANCISCO 3, CALIFORNIA • YUkon 6-1361 

President 
Horry A. Satz 

Vice-Presidents 
Fron lyn K. Bronn 
Tilden Edwards 
Adolph Ermonn 
Morris Lowen hol 
Dr . E. J. Masters 
Irv Shore 
Joshua Torczyner 
Ernst Wo llner 

Treasurer 
Abraham Berry 

Recording Secretory 
Dr . A lexander Seidman 

Dr. Abba Hillel 
The Ten:ple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr . ilver: 

July 18, 19 56 

ilver 

I am now here and have been devoting ~y ti~e 
to strengthen our position in this area 1here it has been 
rather ~eak. I learned about a s. E e s. Heller, 2020 Jackson 
Street, San Francisco, Calif. who ave ·sooo . to the Amer can 
Zionist Fund in 1953 when ou ere here. She did it annon ous
ly and it was insp red, I learn d, bJ' :,,our visit here a.nd your 
address. 

Unfortunately, she is out of town just now, but 
is due back shortly. 

The thought occurred to e that ou might drop 
her a line and stress the need for Kfar ilver. As you know 
we require at least one dor itor end a few teachers' flats 
at once in order to take care of the second class. 

If -you think well of this sug estion, I believe 
it is worth the effort vecause from hat I learn here she is 
ver wealth~, and also c 1aritable. 

I am gong to Los Angeles for one week to con
tinue y work and. ~ill be at the Beverl-y Hilton Hotel until 
J ly 26th. s you know we postponed our convention ntil 
Oct 4th - 7th. I am glad about this because our earlier date 
rove to be an utterl impossible on. I am confidently 

counti :.g on cur presence at the cohvention. 

incerely 

.ORTI ... ' ~ 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear 
I I 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 
2150 WEST 157TH STREET 

SUITE 413 

NEW YORK 19, N. Y . 

JUDSON 2-2610 

July 20, 1956 

First, Mazel Tov! I hope both boys and their brides will enjoy 
great happiness through the years and that their parents will con
tinue to have much "naches." 

I am enclosing copy of a letter I have sent to Secretary Dulles in 
connection with the allocations for Kfar-Silver and the ZOA House. 
I trust you find it okey, but would be glad to have your critical 
co11111ent, if any. 

A bond item: A couple of years ago we made an arrangement with the 
Bond Organization, by which the ZOA was to receive $24,000 a year. 
by way of reimbursement to carry on bond activity. When Schwartz 
took over, I spoke with him a couple of times but he claimed to be 
unable to allow a more substantial amount. However, he continued 
the old arrangement during the current year, ending September. 

During Browdy's adtninistration in the ZOA, he got from the Bond 
Organization during two years, close to half a million dollars. 
The arrangement existing at the moment does not permit of any 
extensiye activity by the ZOA for bonds. It requires traveling, 
organizing meetings, sending out field workers, etc., if an 
effective job is to be done. The question arises whether we should 
approach Schwartz for an increased allocation and whether you can 
be helpful in that connection. 

We have no idea regarding his intentions for the coming year. 
He may even want to cut down. The Bond management has always 
pleaded poverty, complaining of the fact that the Israel Govern
ment allows them' no more than $7,000,000 to $8,000,000 for 
expenses. 

As ever, 

Faithfully yours, 

✓~ 

El :Bi Emanuel Neumann 



, 

( suggested letter from Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver to all delinquent members) 

Dear Fellow Zionist: 

At the meeting of the National Executive Committee of the Zionist 
Organization of America last wee~, I expressed my deep concern regarding 
Israel's present situation and the attitudes of our goverrunent and the 
other ~~jor powers. 

I believe the die has not yet been cast. The next few weeks will be 
decisive. I am convinced that this is the moment for the Zionist Organi za- 0 _ ~.JJ 
tion of America to step forward and mobilize American Public Opinion as it ~~ 

-----2 under ey Presidency during the fateful years of 1947-48. Jl'fteTe ie no .., 
~ther 2m12oa ms•tsn :we :tie .... 

All aid to Israel is important but most important of all at this 1 n 
moment is Puqlic Relations work on every level, and it is for the z.o.A. \ ~ 
~ de it. ~ . <:.. 

You can help in these crucial days by - • ~ through your renewal 
of membership ,trt~organized C~e of hundreds o'f thousands of proud,J- ... J 

Jews ho f'ee1, ~ d ep co cern about Israel's future~ ~ ~ > \ r --~ . , 
• 

If you will return to me your enrollment in the enclosed self-addressed 
envelope. IJM1lft'tll"tr1 be please persona y acknowledge receipt. 

With -COi d±al I e:~, cclJ r ~ ~ I 

I 



111£ SUf.1 CRISIS 

COULD IIAVf. 
8£1.M AVf.Rlf.D ••• 

"I look to A • mer1cans and may say: 
you choke to death on your fury." 

Gamal Abdel Nasse 
D
. r 
1etator of Egypt 



In a way what has happened in recent 
weeks-the opening of the Eastern 
Mediterranean to Soviet penetration-is 
the result of our Government's mistaken 
Middle Eastern policy. We warned 
against it time and again, but our objec
tions were written off as coming from 
"special pleaders." We did not sec things, 
we were told, from "the American point 
of view." 

But quite definitely we saw it from 
the American point of view and the 
people who were responsible for the 
handling of the Near East interests of our 
Government in the State Department 
have been proven wrong clear down the 
line. Egyp ·s invitation to the Soviet to 
provide it with arms, which involve ul
timately technicians and Communist 
propaganda, is the very seal and testa
ment of their blundering policy. 

When our Government set out to arm 
the Near East as a bulwark against 
Sovietism, without first assuring itself 
that such weapons would not be used to 
precipitate war among the countries in 
the Near East-without first making sure 
that they would not be used against 
Israel-without insisting that Israel 
should be included in any military pact 
for the defense of that region of which 
it is a vital part, our State Department 
blundered; and the degree of unrest which 
today prevails in that part of the world, 
and the general deterioration of the situa
tion there, is the measure of that blunder. 

Our Government could have pressed 
for peace and for the lifting of the 
blockade against Israel when Egypt 
courted our support in her efforts to free 
the Suez Canal Zone from British troops. 
It was a logical thing to have asked for, 
as part of a general pacification of that 
region, but our State Department refused 
to do it. It gave Egypt its full measure 
of support unconditionally. 

But these warnings went unheeded ... 

When Iraq was being armed, it was 
part of statesmanship to arm also Israel 
so as not to create a military imbalance 
in that part of the world, knowing full 
well that it was only the relative strength 
of Israel that was discouraging the 
Arabs' governments from carrying out 
their avowed intentions of attacking 
Israel. That, too, was not done. Our Gov
ernment proceeded to encourage regional 
defense pacts in the Middle East with the 
understanding that Israel need not be 
included in such pacts. 

The same blindness which formerly 
afflicted the Mandatory Power in its deal
ings with the Arabs and the Jews of 
Palestine has now come to afflict the 
people in the State Department who deal 
directly with the Middle East. "Woo the 
Arabs-by-pass Israel-and you will save 
the Middle East from Soviet penetration!" 
The very opposite, of course, is happen
ing. 

DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

October 30, 1955 

For three years many far-sighted and ex
perienced observers have been warning 
the Administration, and Mr. Dulles per
sonally, that their policy in the Middle 
East was fraught with disaster. These 
repeated warnings went largely un
heeded. Today we witness the tragic and 
dramatic collapse of that policy, certainly 
so far as Egypt is concerned. 

The State Department's recent policy 
in the Middle East has been . . . vitiated 
by several cardinal errors. First, a general 
misreading of the Levantine mind and 
the naive assumption that political and 
economic favors would be repaid with 
sincere friendship. Second, the notion 
that Arab loyalty to Western democracy 
can be bought with political concessions 
and material aid. Third, we are giving 

top priority to building a "northern tier" 
of defense for the Middle East against 
external military aggression which is not 
imminently threatening, rather than giv
ing first priority to assuring the internal 
peace and stability of the region. Fourth, 
the ousting of the British from the Suez 
Canal Zone without exacting from Egypt 
guarantees obviously called for in the 
circumstances. Fifth, we have permitted 
and encouraged the Arab states to pursue 
their aggressive designs against Israel, 
despite her unmistakable alignment with 
the West. Sixth, we have sought to 
remedy the failures of appeasement with 
yet more appeasement. 

We are now eating the bitter fruit of 
a self-defeating policy. What does it all 
add up to but a colossal blunder--one 
of the worst in the history of our foreign 
relations" 

Ow policy-makers in the State De
partment were reported to be surprised 
and dismayed by the Egyptian arms deal 
with the Communist bloc and the om
inous prospect of more things to come. 
We are now reaping the traditional har
vest of appeasement. Step by step we 
have yielded to political blackmail which 
the Arab states have practiced so suc
cessfully with a skill and expertness born 
of experience. Egypt's latest treacherous 
move against the West is not a sudden 
impulsive act, but premeditated and long 
in preparation. It is not a slight error 
of judgment, a temporary deviation from 
the path of virtue. On the contrary, it is 
wholly in keeping with a pattern of be
havior quite familiar to seasoned observ
ers of Middle East affairs. Egypt's secret 
negotiations with the totalitarians today 
closely parallel her secret negotiations 
with the Nazis and her betrayal of the 
democratic cause during World War II. 
That our policy-makers should be con
cerned and dismayed is understandable; 
what is surprising is that they should be 

surprised. What is most disturbing, what 
is intolerable, is their apparent inability 
to draw, even now, the most obvious and 
inescapable conclusions from this diplo
matic debacle. 

If full scale war should break out in 
the Middle East, with all the global reper
cussions and incalculable consequences 
it may bring in its train, our own Govern
ment will bear a large part of the re
sponsibility. The grave situation demands 
an immediate and drastic revision of 
American policy founded on sounder 
and more realistic assumptions. Unless 
we are to be heading for a Middle East
ern "Munich" or a Middle Eastern 
"Korea" we must without delay throw 
our full strength behind our loyal friends 
and adopt a new posture of firmness 
towards those bent on betrayal. To do 
less, to waver, to temporize is to con
found our friends, encourage their en
emies, compromise our own prestige and 
invite ultimate catastrophe. 

DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

October 30, 1955 

The events of the past three months 
have vindicated the position taken by 
the Zionist Organization of America. We 
solemnly warned that the "New Look'' 
in our State Department's Middle Eastern 
policy was bound to have dire conse
quences, not only for America-Israel re
lations, but for American interests and 
American prestige throughout the Middle 
East. We called upon our Government to 
alter its reckless policy of wooing the 
Arab states with promises of American 
arms which threaten the security of Israel 
and the peace of the Middle East; and 
we predicted that this policy would not 
only fail to strengthen the Western posi
tion but would actually promote insta-

bility and thereby weaken American 
interests in a vital area. 

Unfortunately, our policy-makers in 
Washington chose to ignore these care
fuJly considered views and they pro
ceeded along the one-sided and short
sighted course which had been charted 
under the slogan of "impartiality." The 
results should now be apparent even to 
the apologists of the State Department. 
Every day brings additional evidence of 
the almost total collapse of the current 
policy and of the fiasco that it has pro
duced in the Middle East . . . But there 
is as yet no indication that our Govern
ment has abandoned the fatally obtuse 
policy of backing and arming military 
adventurers while they enjoy their brief 
taste of power. 

ZOA President MORTIMER MAY 

November 27, 1954 

Once again, as so often in the past, a 
threat directed against the people and 
the land of Israel carries with it the 
profoundest implications for the values 
and interests of Western civilization-for 
the arms deal between Egypt and the 
Soviet bloc represents a grave danger not 
only for Israel, but for the entire free 
world. 

Once again, the Jewish people-and 
Zionists in particular-are, Cassandra
like, warning of the global consequences 
of any failure to recognize the nature of 
the threat and to act in time. Surely. 
Western statesmen must be fully cog
nizant of the far-reaching effects of Soviet 
penetration into the Middle East through 
arms deals and other intrigues with the 
very Arab dictators whom our State De
partment has built up and appeased 
throughout recent years. Most certainly 
the time has come for our Government 

to draw the correct conclusions from the 
behavior of the Arab states-to emanci
pate our Middle East policy from the 
disastrous notion that we can bargain for 
Arab friendship with arms offers to any 
of the Arab states, while ignoring or 
shelving Israel's legitimate requests for 
the defense of her territory and citizens 
against the growing threat of renewed 
Arab aggression. 

Editorial in The American Zionist 
October, I 955 

The State Department's policy in the 
Middle East is collapsing. The chief goal 
of that policy-the friendship of the 
Arab world for America and the West
bas in recent weeks been trampled in 
the sands of Arabia by the very pashas, 
potentates and self-proclaimed "strong 
men" whom the Administration has 
courted so assiduously. We have wooed 
them with promises of arms, appeased 
them by whittling down our country's 
traditional support of Israel-all in the 
hope of winning their adherence to the 
West. And with what results? ... Egypt 
bas even informed the United States that 
it will not accept American arms aid if 
this would involve association with the 
West. 

All of the Arab states have at the same 
time increased their hostile behavior to
ward Israel-an attitude which our State 
Department naively assumed would 
change for the better as a result of its 
policy of "impartiality." 

Here then are the bitter fruits of our 
State Department's bungling and blunder
ing in the Middle East. The American 
people are surely entitled to a sounder, 
more statesmanlike approach ... 

Editorial in The American Z ionist 
October, 1954 



Here is irrefutable proof that the Zionists 

of America have always advocated the policy 

that would best serve American interests in the 

Middle East. 

It is the policy which every patriotic American 

should urge our Government to carry out. 

D E P A R T M E N 1 OF P U 8 I. I C I N I O R M A 1 I O N 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

1 4 5 East 3 2 Street • New York 1 6, N. Y. 
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