
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series A: Alphabetical, 1914-1965, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          88           31          1930 
 
 

Zionist Organization of America, 1956-1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



' RESOLlYrION 

ADOPrED BY THE NATIONAL ADMillISTRATIVE COUNCIL OF THE ZOA 

STATLER HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY AUGUST 26, 1956 

We express our grave concern over the severe diplomatic and political defeats 

suffered by our country and by Western interests generally in the Middle EaGt, 

culminating in Egypt's seizure of the Suez Canal. We view the steady deteriora

tion of the American position in that crucial area as the inevitable result of 

the self-defeating policy pursued by our Government in recent years - a prolonged 

but futile attew~t to win the friendship of feudal regimes and aggressive dicta

tors by appeasement, concessions and yielding to political blackmail. The present 

crisis is a tragic viniication of the criticism of this policy voiced by large 

sections of American 09inion, whose repeated warnings were discounted and ignored 

by the Department of State. 

Our concern for America's position and the vital interests of the Free World 

in the Middle East, co:-nbined with justified alarm over Israel's security, impel us 

to call upon our Goveri1Illent at the eleventh hour to rectify the blunders of the 

past by adopting a new and resolute policy, boldly calculated to strengthen our 

true friends and check the mounting arrogance and aggressiveness of the elements 

inimical to America and the Free World. 

We warmly welcome the declarations in the Democratic and Republican platforms 

in defense of Israel's security and independence, reflecting the traditional atti

tudes of both parties and of the American people. We note with satisfaction the 

forthright and unequivocal call of the Democratic Party for the supply of defensive 

arms to Israel and the pledge of the Republican Party to stand by Israel against 

armed aggression. 

In the light of these declarations and the increasing recklessness of the 

Nesser regime, we renew our appeal to President Eisenhower to authorize the imme

diate shipment of the arms required by Israel; and secondly, to initiate discus

sions with the Government of Israel with a view to the negotiations of~ Mutu&l 

Security Pact. 



August 31 , 1956 

Dr. Eeretz rn1tein 
alisher 38 

Tl yiv, Israel 

Der rnst in: 

I rec iYcd your e le ith ref r ce to th c 1ng et· g f the 1 11 r Action■ 
Co ltt • As f tlis nt, it is v ry doubtful that any o! or peopl i 1 
attend it and in fact, fro the pint t vi of the tt rs ,hich ou and your 
c Ile ues uld like to iaeuss, th pur os d quately ne v n 
if n f ur mb rs on th ctions Co ittee shotld c ing. I fear, if such 
a con ultati n is t t ke place, it ill have to 1 at so later ate , ith r in 
t I viv or in Y rk. 

o that I 
precisely as I 
ith rut . I 

t I viv l t 
seer 1 of us 
r er to avoid 

letter. 

rit'n y u, I uld lik t us t 
can , about the attitude t th ~ 
tri d to convey ttitud to 
y 11. ubsequ ntly, h n Sp 
t ith him nd tri d to expre 
ny p asi le i un rt nd ng, 

tunity to a vi you s 
Ip to th n ti ions 
• ich I addres ed in 

th rt o 1 ter , 
verthele 1 1 in 
a•ain in this 

understand p rfectly th circu st nee ~hie then tiat ns 1th I rut 
ere tarte , a 11 a es ns and argu nt hich 1 ell aany of you to fay r 

tJ1e . rger in rinciple. It was all exp ined t s ful y an ind t il by a hir. 

o st the rits of th rgu nts for and against .h rg r, th r re so 
sh de f diff r nee of pinion mong our p ople. I ul say thot h r ond rant 
Yie ere is that a rger uld be undesirable and un i1e - at least at this ti -
fr th pint of vie f yo r 1it ation and the cond tions in Israel . Ther ia 

1 o a inority opinion among us that fr ■ th local Israeli tandpoint, th re 11 
a go deal to bes id inf v r o th rop 1. 

o ever, all of u , I believe ithout xccption , r of th o in that th st p 
old b st e arra1sing nd har ult th G neral • ion· st in th Di I nra and 
st cert inly 10, in th c e of the Z . fee that a rger u d vlrtu lly 

cut the gr n fr under ur f .et and are pretty ure hat th r rganisationa 
allied ith us in L tin- rica nd els h re , feel the 07. In the enae of 
the un·ted Gen r l • ioni t rty of u I fric , art er i rt nt lly, they 
actually ent a cabl to the office of th Confe er tin st tin th t if the rt r 
tak plac they are inclin d to dis ffiliate . is s indic tion of h 
e barra11i g thy find it. hav taked a rat d al , en on 11 ite xt nt 
to hich e haye expressed our 1ymp thy and support for th neral p ionist arty 
of Israel , and cold only J tify it - in th f ce of rep ate nd iol nl 



., 

att c 1 - on t run th tour elation and idcologic l f lnity s G n ral 
Zionist 11 f 1 ny standing, pre- ating the stablish nt f the t t of lsra 1. 
n the ot r hand, th re s be n n sen e of ide logical f inity ith I rut and 

on the contrary, th r is id spr ad fe .ling ng our constitu ts that t I rut 
point of vi , its 1 torical backgr und nd te r nt, ar lien n ev r pug-
n nt to the tr itional n ral Zionist vi point. ig tl o ron , it is re arded 
1th r-party 1th nun ergr und nt llty, tinge ·th tre i nd irr 1p n-

1ibillty. 

I ant t ake it p rfectly clear t t I do not are this at itu e to ,rd J rut, 
co letely. I c rt inly r ard igin an hi e mr d s >f tie Irgun, s r t i h 
patriot, t ugh I y t e ahl to foll hi le der1lip. ut in a atter ike 
this, it· n t y person 1 attitude r even tie p rsoual ttit des of or gr up 
her that 1 d cisive, lut th ttitude nd se ti nt of our large constituency; 

nd re retty cert in that y ur rg r ith I rt .old er tea virtually 
irresisti led nd that e, th ZOA, diss ciat ur clv s definitely fr uch 
ne united party. 

Then th re is the tin o tt Confederatio. A y kn , ent to con i er bl effort 
politically and fin,nci·lly, to assure a strong represent tin t th C ngrcss, for our-
selv I nd other Ii e 1 d organlzationa, ith on p incipal l eetive vl : to 
alter Uie intolerabl i uotion in the Conf der tio, of neral • ionist • The fight 
over the future oft e Conf deration n of r po.· ion ithin ·t, ahsor e t of 
our ti ad en rgy bf r n during the Congr ss. To th ext nt that e re 
successful, this s th only "victory" to be br u<lt ho . o if th r erg 
thr g, it app ars cl art us th ta 1 tlat f rt an truggle ill h v en 
asted. ther y u ill I excluded r th Confeder t · on 11 bl ·th hat 

result ln the first place, you i 1 rat r l o I v been 
r eeiving fro the ~ - nd t tat extent you ·11 k 1ed; ec ndly, the 
Progressives ·ill continue tor ceive hat they h tting - 'n probably ■ till 
larger su ; ir ly, t r gre ive1 111 begin to eog1ized the only l ·i1 ate 
Organiz tin of Gener 1 Zionists in Israel, ill a·n c 1up rters in th Di I ra 
and its po i tion in lsr l ill th rel>y be greatly n anced; fourthly, 1 1 be 
unable t prevent r rga1 iz tion f t Conf r tion a Dias 01·a rg niz tion 
and ill ither find ours 1 ea as a hel less inority ithin it r e pout of 
it n r ain isolat d. rtium n n tur. e ill c rt inl not find it po11ible 
to fr rld C nfed r tin f ur n thy ur un·ted rty as ur I raeli partner. 
Sac ould e rejected by our c nstit cnta. 

Des al l n tiv r sult fr see b t • ra 1 o· •or, 
e n t e ul e t res u o our Ir el fri nd, c • ict te 
tote, any re tan on u pressur us or ictat t t cure e 
should follo here. It ·s to ly gr<at pol· ical qu tlo, tut a ral qu tion 
and atter of conscience. If c ntrary to ur ju g nt n despite J 1 tl1e cons id ra-
tin I have u rated, t1 g , t j rity o ,1 ur Party sh uJ fe .l th t rger 
ith Herut is n tony fa ible ut int bes ·nter st of ra 1 d oft Cau •• 
e are po erl ss t prev at it nd il l n t tte t t s, ut • ca not iv our 

approv 1 t tis step. ore v r, c u ta ain r y ur atte tin to certain 
ine ita le cons qu 1e a. e sh 11 fe 1 o lly ad r l sed f ny co it nt -
fr e ·n act to adopt an ti ely ne line, nd ev fr n nd differ nt lign nt1. 
An old chapter or 1u u cl Id nd an e ,tir ly n e begun, • ar • e 
rec ncerned. 

I will go further an th t to c.rt in g - 1 
t I alre dy ape Ld. Your v ry eg i ti n1 ith 

utco aye co ti ate 1d i rt t politic·l velop 
repercu. 1i n in th U i ted .. t tes nd 1 e here nd 1as 

ta pr ciabl gi e -
spectivc oft 

nl hi ·h has add finite 
alr ady ff ct dour tual 



/ 
rel tin . Thu , s of r tru, n t ·e fri la• alr dy nu rg ing 

cert · n inner trug le on the subject ur i tin ith y • ls• • 
a r ~ult of th n uoti ti ·tis unli ly t t ur f rthc 1 g C nv ntion, 

iJJ ad pt any ne resoluti r - affir ing ou ntific tion. Our peo le are in-
er a ·ngly isinclined t tie he olitical ft f ti to a party, hich h v·ng 
suffered a evcre def at at tel .t nes eth ele Jti 1, pr t y l t c fid n 
in its lf ad i try·ng to save itself by rg r hie ks lik s r ion y 
laTger nd str ngcr party. 

P r on lly, I d n t fenl a d . p c t b ut the fut r ss "bili i tie n r 1 
Zionist arty s s any of r friends appar ntly fe 1, in I 1. liev the 
arty can reh il"t ted, reinvig rated and "l·ve t • her - ut, 

of cours e, fr h re, ca c nt ·bute s littl t r t res It, t can 
only express an opinion n· a hope . that y u 11 eeid to crifice 
s val abl , v n ·t intangi le, an as t Gener 1 nists of 'C Dias r i 
th t y u till pull you vcs togeth r; t i l l f.ind ithin y u t ie r and 
int llectu l rs u es m e csh start I ·ch y a t ch briglter future . 
Such rebirt ap d c se f otl t· i otb re unt ·es. all 

me1111ner ti t r bor art , f h c n ld • c and h stro gly 
11 i n t c b p er. i tho t, i t d large 

pr y ur rs I n pr eti ·ll ur fric l2er1 
thr ugh t t e r . 

Tl is 11 f course a 1' l 
at any ti g f t e g ni 
C I i er d as ficial . t 
if l s y t at t 1 l ett r 
f the rganizati n nd \ i 

in ct ber. 

It ere ett r. I , if 
d t t beli ve that the situnti 

no tty 11 y ur i nd 
y u or. c o y pr 

ter . hav 
b die f ti 
ve ' 
y SU 
inu 

f 

n ver od nny ti cu sion of th. pro le 
, and ·n tlat s ns it • ot to be 

11 htest d ubt that 
f 
t 

u i 1 elieve 
re In control 

forthco ing nv ntion 

r,u • hut fran ly 
it nlr ady ia . 

d t ers - nd 
cisio • • 

i th r ersonal re rds an c t • s es r a ap y Ye r, 

A ev .r , 

ithfully y rs, 

nu 1 eu nn 

: 
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EMANUEL NEUMANN 
2!50 WEST !57TH STREET 

SUITE 413 

NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 

( 

JUDSON 2-2610 

ptember 5, 1956 

Dr. ALba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

There are a few matters I would like to inform you about, which will 
be of interest to you, I elieve. 

During the past two or three years I have ueen trying to get hold of 
certain important documentary material relating to the political 
activities in the forties - including the verbatim stenographic 
records of the J .wish A~ency Executive in New York. There was one 
discussion in particular, the transcript of which I ~as anxious to 
get. It related to the proposals of the State partment to "post-
pone" the proclamation of the Jewish State and our rejection of these 
proposals. After a good bit of inquiry and "detective work" I located 

I- 'c 

the material I as fter, in the Central Zionist rchives in Jerusalem, 
through my personal relations with lee Bein, and I had~ material 
examined. . tuch of it were stenotypist' s notes which ha ~t.Oeen transcribed. 
At my ur vent request t 11ey proceeded to transcribe them in Jerusalem and 
eventually shipped the transcribed notes to me. I had been going through 
them radually and findin~ it all most fascinating readin after a ~ 
lapse of these years. They were sent to me as strictly confidential 
aterial \hich has not as yet been released - but I have them in 1y 

possession and will keep them. 

ow, curiously enou h the verbatim record of the particular discussion 
I 1ave referred to, is not among the at rial which I ave received 
thus far, thou h there are other · inutes of earlier and later eetin s. 
This tends to confirm the suspicion I have had for years, that th se 
particular ,Jinutes were either destroyed or secreted in order to 
protect the reputation of certain important individuals who had ar ued 
long and earnestly in favor of accepting the American proposals. But 
I am not through with my search and intend to continue no matter how 
long, int e hope of eventually getting hold of such interesting and 
vitally si nificant historical records. In the meanwhile, that which 
I have already collared, is, in itself, highly important. 

Secondly, ZOA affairs: I have slowly and reluctantly come to the 
conclusion that in the present external and internal circumstances -
especially the latter - there is no satisfactory solution of the problem 
of the presidency - unless I take it yself. o candidate of sufficient 
stature and caliber has emerged, whose election 'io uld arr st the trend. 
of GLsteady lowerin of the level of leadership, both nationally and locally. 

, 
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On the other hand, the Pi:ogressives-Liberals-Independents, are 
lying in wait - in ambush - as it were - ready to leap and make 
a full-scale onslaught, especially if the new leaderkhip elected 
at the Convention should offer an easy target. 

I know thrt in accepting the post at this time, I shall be risking 
an established reputation. It may be that the objective circumstances 
are such, that I cannot do much more than others to strengthen the 
Or anization and re-establish its position and prestige, but I have 
decided to risk it and make at least a gallant attempt, hoping to 
draw about me a small group that will share the burdens and perhaps 
help to turn the trick. 

One of these is Leon Feuer, of whom you spoke to me, ma ny months ago. 
He could not be successfully projected at this time for the presidency 
because for several years he disappeared from the scene. Now I have 
had several serious conferences with him and he has agreed to devote 
a good deal of time during the coming year, which he is now in a 
better position to do. I have begun to build him up so that he may 
figure in the public eye and co e to occupy a conspicuous position 
in the leadership. '-Je did so, at the last meeting of the ational 
Administrative Council. I also 811d appointed him Chairman of a 
Committee on Platform and Program, and he will appear before the 
Convention in that capacity. I plan to have him elected to one 
of the leading positions on the basis of the understanding I have 
reached with him and he will come to e York frequently and do a 
rood bit of travelin: thro gh the country. I feel encourabed and 
have reason to hope that he will {io from strength to streng.th and 
prove himself for the future. 

In another direction, I am trying to et those of our people who are 
really well off to be in to make much larcer contributions than they 
have in the past, to the ZOA and our Jroj ec ts in Is rae I. The first 
example was set by Jack Vi rdi. Now I am lining up others with larger 
contributions to be announced at the Convention. This should also 
help us to start the ye.:lr auspiciously. 

I will not burden you with further details, but I am glad to find 
that a number of younger men, able and vigorous, are comin forward 
with offers to cooperate with me, including a group of Rabbis of 
all .. denominations." So I am hopeful! 

Thirdly, re arding the General ~ionist Party and He rut~ I am en
closing copy of a letter I have sent Peretz ernstein, sum111arizing 
our position, in the hope that it may be helpful . 

Under separate cover I am also sending ou a co1i1plimentary co y of 
the recently published volume of f~rzl's Diaries, translated and 
edited by i~Iarvin Lowenthal. This has b en a project of mine, to 
tvhich I devoted time and effort durin..- the past two years. I am 
hoping that by 1960 - the one-hundredth anniv rsary of Herzl's lJ irth -
if God gives e strength, I may arran e for the publication of the 
comJlete edition of the Diaries, and perhaps of an edition of rzl's 
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wor ks in ~ngl ish , wllicn is lon~ overdue . 'leanwhile, I know 
that you , a Herzlian of the 'le rzlians , H. 11 enjoy this volu:ne . 

i nce t his is the eve of losh Ia shonah , I close .rith ny fervent 
wishes for a happy and fruitful. ew Year to you and Vir 1n1a, as 
well as the boys and their brides . Fan joins.~ in this expression 
of our oo<l wishes, affection and esteem. 

s ever , 

•ait.1fully yours , 

1,..-

r.1.1a nuel . eumann 
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In Israel 
Cable Address: 1 DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV 

ZIONISTS, N. Y. Cable Address: ZOAOUSE, TELA VIV 

145 EAST 32nd STREET • NEW YORK 16, N. Y. MURRAY Hill 3 - 9201 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevelarrl, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Sil"1er: 

September 25, 1956 

I assume you have received int e meantime in our general 
mailinrr , the copy of the first comprehensive Kfar ilver pamphlet "Young 
Pla.nts in the 1 egev" ~hich published last week. 

I will greatly appreciate your comments so that we may guide 
ou~selves accordingly in the future. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you t the conyention 
in •a hin~ton, I am, 

LI:g 

Z.Q 

Leon 
Assis 

.. 

tovich 
nt Executive Director 

Organization of America 

1•vit,, lo Q,,,. Co11u1tu.nilg 
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Cc ~ber , 1956 

ar:ish, ctor 
0 I it. 

Zj oni rdzati n of , merlca 
1 ot-el 

A IS:sl 
encl. 

• t f he a 4 dra s 

r rn .• 

ch I to 

-~. I understand that the book de rtment ot the .o.A. is to 
have my book R DAIS tor e at the Cormtntion. 
ould you nlease ~hec on th t. 
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ZIONISTS, N. Y. 

11'1 I RAEL" 

I DA ' H, I, FRI 'CH ."T., TEL-A IV 

Cablr Addrru: ZOAOl '" F.. T ELA I 

145 EAST 32ND STREET NEW YORK 16, N.Y. MURRAY HILL 3-9201 
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Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

October 12, 1956 

I want to express to you the profound thanks of the Zionist 
Organization of America for your magnificent contribution to the 
Convention. 

Your participation elicited splendid comment and the incisive
ness of your remarks made a deep impression on the delegates. I 
can assure you that our Z.0.A. Districts i l l be hearing of your 
contribution in the many Report meetings which are being held all 
over the country. 

It was a real pleasure to greet you at the Convention, and 
I look forward to the privilege of meeting with you and working 
with you in our mutual endeavors on behalf of America, of Israel 
and Jewry. 

Jly kindest personal regards. 

Sll:br 

_S_i..,,nc.._e_,r.....,e~ ~ 
Dr. Sidney ";Jrks 
National seTretary 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 1_.5 EAST 32nd STREET • NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: ZOA DIS11RICT AND REGIONAL IB\DERS Date: 

From: Harold P. Manson 
Executive Vice~Chairmnn, Department of Public Information 

Subject: COMMENT ON TRE MIDDLE FAST CRISIS .. .. STATEMENT BY DR. ™ANUEL NEnl~ 

Events in the Middle East are moving so swiftly that la.st-minute developments pu~h 
the reports of only a few hours ago into the background. Nevertheles£l, the baRic 
elements in the situation remain constant. These were called to yc,.rr attention 
in our coIIJDunique of yesterday. They were more fully analyzed last night by 
Dr. Emanuel Neumann, President of the ZOA, at an emergency meeting of Zionist 
leaders held at the Jewish Agency for Palestine. In sending you the following ex• 
cerpts of Dr. Neumann 1s remarks, we urge you to make full use of them in youx Joca 
efforts to inform public opinion on the f'unda.mental issues of the conflict, and to 
be guided by them in whatever comments are made on behalf of your Districts~ 

The excerpts of Dr. Neumann's statement follow: 

Israel's thrust into Egypt must be viewed against two related sets of 
circumstances. The first ia the relentless pressure of the Arab stat~s 
surrounding Israel, their massive military build-up with unlimited quan
tities of Soviet arms, their stepped-up warlike preparations and murder
ous attacks, and the constantly repeated declarations of their fixed 
~urpose to annihilate Israel. 

On the other hand, there is the swift decline of Western prestige and 
the crl.ll'Oblillg of the Western position in the Middle East as the result 
of the anti-Western drive spearheaded by Nasser with the help of the 
Kremlin. Nasser's spectacular success in getting away with his seizure 
of the Suez Canal may sound the dee.th.knell of western influence 1.n that 
vast and strategic area. 

With the single exception of France, the West failed to grasp betimes the 
one encouraging fact in that bleak picture -- the complete identity of 
interest between Israel a.nd the Western democracies. Our own Goverment 
failed to draw obvious conclusions from the fact that not one of the 
Middle Ea.st nations supported the United States, Britain and France in 
condemning Nasser's act of brigandage; but on the contrary, they lined 
up against us. The sole exception is, of course, Israel. 

Our own country has lead the inglorious parade of retreat before NasaeriS'm. 
If neither we nor the United Nations heve the will and capacity to check 
this anti-Western drive a.nd the threatened destruction of our one ally, 
the least we can do is to keep hands of'f Israel in her gallant and desp r• 
ate struggle for self-preservation. If we shrank frOOJ applying sanctions 
against Nasser, it would be suicidal to our national interest to applj 
pressures ngainst Israel; for Israel may yet retrieve a tragic failure of 
the West. Israel is the only remaining bulwark e.gainSt Nasserism. Her 
bold if desperate step t1;ay give us our last chance to reverse the disastrois 
tr~nda before the whole Middle East is lost to us completely and dellvere~, 
lock, stock and barrel, to the Cairo-Moscow axis. It is Isrsel•s heroic 
action which has offered the Western Pmrers an opportunity to reBain the ill· 
1-tiative, correct t.he military imbalance and save the Middle P,a9t, ~ t.;a 
lmlr\cy title of' Na.sserism and Commui:.ism which t~stells to ~lf it. 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 145 EAST 32nd STREET • 

\ ""l. - I ·- lf {) 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIO AL LEADERS Date: November 2, 1956 

From: Harold .p. Manson 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Information 

Subject: WHO IS THE REAL AGGRESSOR? 
STATEMENT BY DR. ABBA HILL1L SILVER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver issued the following statement on the Middle East crisis 
in Cleveland, Ohio on October 30, 1956: 

I hope that what appears to be a large scale action on the 
part of Israeli forces in retaliation for the nigh endless series 
of murderous Egyptian commando raids, the mining of Israeli.roads, 
the killing and wounding of many Israeli citizens and the con
tinuing illegal blockade of Israeli shipping through the Suez 
Canal will not develop into an all-out war. War can be of use to 
no one. 

The Israeli government has asked for peace with Egypt and 
with its Arab neighbors repeatedly in the last eight years, but 
has been contemptuously brushed aside. 

Instead, the Arab governments, under the leadership of Egypt, 
have proceeded to build a ring of steel to encircle Israel. The 
dictator Nasser of Egypt has been particularly active in this 
direction. Just a few days ago a military alliance was concluded 
between Egypt, Jordan and Syria, and their military forces were 
placed under a single command with the avowed purpose of "leaping" 
upon Israel when the proper moment arrives. 

Life in Israel has been made dangerous and intolerable by 
the constant shooting and killing on its frontiers. To brand 
Israel the aggressor in the face of the persistent violations of 
the armistice agreement on the part of the Arab states is quite 
pointless and somewhat cynical. Israel wants peace. The Arab gov
ernments have proclaimed time and again that their major objective 
is to destroy Israel. Who is the real aggressor? 

When the Suez Canal was seized by Nasser nothing concrete was 
done about it, and ¥ir. Dulles made sure that nothing would be done 
about it. President Eisenhower warned the State of Israel against 
mobilization, but said nothing about the military alignments and 
pregarations which the Aral:awere makjng against Israel. The 
British were quick to suggest or to approve the movement of Iraqi 
troops to the frontiers of Jordan, and Iraq has indicated its readi
ness to join with Jordan against Israel. 

Our government, which helped to establish the State of Israel 
,na was the first to recognize it, has given it neither the securi
ty of a mutual pact whJ.ch it ha§ granted to some forty other count-

- more -
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ries, nor - when communist Russig..P..Q.ured hundreds of millions of 
dollars of arms into Egypt - did it grant to the imperiled young 
State of Israel the right to acquire arms in this country, to 
defend itself. 

The situation has now reached such a dangerous and critical 
point where only a new approach, a new order of courageous and 
forthright statesmanship can meet the situation. The status quo 
in the Near East cannot be indefinitely mAintained on an ~mistice 
basis. The free world must bring its united diplomatic authority 
to bear upon the relyctant Arab states to sit down with the willing 
representatives of Israel to work out a ,just and permanent peace 
for that part of the world 1 

Please see to it that the above statement is given the widest publicity - - in 
your local press, by your local radio and televi$ion commentntors, in your con
tacts with opinion-makers in your community -- and, of course, utilize it for 
the guidance of your own membership. 

Regards. 

HPM:ha. 



Rabbi Silver, 
pleas make this urgent announcement: 

TONIGHT, AT 11:00 p.u. over RADIO STATION WDOK, THERE 

WILL BE A RA IO BROADCAST BY DR. EUANUEL NEU N, 

PRESIDENT OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATIO~ OF AMERICA 

CONCER1 ING THE PRESENT ISRAEL-EGYPT CONFLICT. 

ALL JEWS IN AMERICA ARE URGED TO TUE Il AND LISTEN 

TO DR. NE MAN'S 'E~SAmE. 

(phone c~11 from ZOA, New York to .Azof, 

Pree. Hts. Tem le Zionist) 
Thanks, 

J f, Ctft/11 
.• Azof-f:" 
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To: 

from: 

ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: November 2, 1956 

Harold P. Manson 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Information 

WHO IS THE REAL AGGRESSOR? 
STATEMENT BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver issued the following atRtement on the }fiddle Esst 
crisis in Cleveland, Ohio, on October 30, 1956: 

I hope that what appears to bee large scale ection on the 
part of Israeli forces in retaliation for the nigh endless series 
of murderous Egyptian commando raids, the mining of Israeli roads, 
the killing and wounding of many Israeli citizens and the con
tinuing illegal blockade of Israeli shipping through the Suez 
Canal will not develop into an all-out war. War can be of use to 
no one. 

The Israeli government has asked for peace with Egypt and 
with its Arab neighbors repeatedly in the last eight years, but 
has been contemptuously brushed aside. 

Instead, the Arab governments, under the leadership of Egypt, 
have proceeded to build a ring of steel to encircle Isra~l. The 
dictator Nasser of Egypt has been particularly active in this 
direction. Just a few days ago a military alliance was concluded 
between Egypt, Jordan and Syria, and their military forces were 
placed under a single command with the avowed purpose of "lea.ping" 
upon Israel when the proper moment arrives. 

Life in Israel has been made dangerous and intolerable by 
the constant shooting and killing on its frontiers. To brand 
Israel the aggressor in the face of the persistent violations of 
the armistice agreement on the part of the Arab states is quite 
pointless and somewhat cynical. Israel wants peace. The Arab gov
ernments have proclaimed time and again that their major objective 
is to destroy Israel. Who is the real aggressor? 

When the Suez Canal was seized by Nasser nothing concrete was 
done about it, and Mr. Dulles made sure that nothing would be done 
about it, President Eisenhower warned the State of Israel againsl, 
mobilization, but said nothing about the milityy alignments anc 
preparations which the Arabs were making againet Israel. The 
British were quick to suggest or to approve the movement of Iraqi 
troops to the frontiers of Jordan, and Iraq has indicated its readi
ness to join with Jordan against Israel, 

Our government, which helped to establish the State of Israe: 
and was the first to recognize it, hes given it neither the secu~i
ty of a mutual pact which it has granted to some forty other coW1t-

- more -
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ries, nor - when communist Russia.I2.Q.ured hundreds of millions of 
dollars of arms into Egypt - did it grant to the imperiled young 
State of Israel the right to acquire arms in this country, to 
defend itself. 

The situation has now reached such a dangerous and critical 
point where only a new 4pproach, a new order of courageous and 
forthright statesmanship can meet the situation. The status quo 
in the Near East cannot be indefinitely m~intained on an ~mistice 
basis. The free world must brin_g_ its united diplomatic authority 
to bear upon the reluctant Arab states to sit down with the willing 
representatives of Israel to ~ark out a just and permanent peace 
for that part of the world.& 

Please see to it that the above statement is given the widest publicity - - in 
your local press, by your local radio and television commentntors, in your con
tacts with opinion-makers in your comm.unity -- and, of course, utilize it for 
the guidance of your own membership. 

Regards. 

HPM:ha 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA • 145 EAST 32nd STREET • NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: 

From: 

Subject: 

ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: 

Harold P. Mans n 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Inf rmetion 

RADIO ADDRESS BY DR. E~.ANUEL NEUMANN 

We are sending you the full text of the important address delivered Jf!stP-rd y, 
Sunday, November 4, over the National Broadcasting Company by Dr. EmtnUPl 

eumann, President of the Zi nist Organi~ati n of America. 

Please gi 1e thi~ very significant address the widPst publicity throughout 
your con:munity. 

Try to bring about its publication in your 1 cal newspapers. 

Call it to the attention of editors, columnists, your radio and tr-levi ion 
commentators. 

Use it as background materiAl for other opinion-makers in your colrlllunit· 
and as guidance for your membership. 

Regards. 

HP?v. :ha 
Encl. 
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RADIO ADDRESS 

BY 

DR. EMANUEL NEUHANN 

PRESIDENT, ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AM1~ICA 

ON THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 

OVER THE NATIONAL BROArCASTIMG COMPANY 
---;.;......--..~--------.....,;_,;;;._~.=.;.~----

Sw1day, November 4, 1956 

It is we, the people of the United States, who must ultimately determine 
the American reaction to the events in the Middle East. We must all try to 
understand the basic issues of a struggle whose outcome is of vital consequence 
not only to the nations immediately involved, but to the world commwiity and to 
our own country. In the minutes at my dioposal I will deal with one aspect of 
that struggle: the Arab-Israel conflict. 

Many of you have been asking yourselves some pertinent questions: Is this 
a new war that is in the making? Is it aggression - and who iR the aggressor? 
What are the equ1 ties? Where does our national interest lie; and who merits our 
sympathy? Let us consider the salient facts and circumstances. -

First, is this a new war of unknown dimensions, wilfully precipitated? The 
answer is no! It is an old -war, launched more than eight years ago by the Arab 
statP.s, when they invaded the newborn Republic of Israel to crush it in its in
fancy. It -was deliberate and concerted aggression in defiance of the United 
1 ations. The Arab armies were re-pulsed and driven back by Israel, fighting it 
battle for survival alone. Neither the United Nations nor any s1.pgle nation came 
to its aid. 

The armistice agreements of 1948 did not end the war. On the contrary, the 
aggressors were determined to persevere and tdpe Israel off the map at the fir~t 
opportunity, They said so and acted accordin61Y from that day to this. Unable 
or unwilling to risk again full-scale war prematurely, they employed every other 
available means. Throughout these troubled years Israel sought and offered p acP1 
freely arrived at by direct negotiation at a conference table. All these offers 
and overtures, repeatedly made, were as consistently rejected by th Arab states. 
They insisted down to the present moment, that they were belligerents, at war 
with Israel, loudly proclaiming their resolve to pursue their purpose rel ntles~ly 
until Israel was brought to her knees. 

Self-preservation is the first law of life. Israel had no choice but to 
look sharply to its own defense. Its position was tragically unique. Surround d 
on all sides by implacable neighbors, it had no one else to rely upon. It was 
part of no combination of nations; it belonged to no power bloc; it had no mili-
ary alliance and no security pact of any kind to fall back on. It was a case of 

''sink or swim, survive or perish." 

Viewed in perspective, the present hostilities will therefore bes en, not 
as a n°w war, but as the climax and culmination of a war which has been smoldering 
rmd simmering and erupting from time to time, which the Arab leaders hav kept 

live and going; a war they have refused to liquidate. Today I believe 1 e ar wit
u~saing its decisive and perhaps concluding stages. 

The continuing tensions to which I have referred, the guerrilla lt'arfu.re., t 1t~ 

·Go-rd.er inf'!id.An.+,s A.nd incursions, economic wart'~e and stra.nt?UlBt.:letn,, t:Jp p..:·01,.10~:-1,:,!1 
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war, the war of nerves, all of these and other measures directed at lsra~l•s 
security, entered a new phase with the advent of Colonel Nasser as the dictator 
of Egypt. Here was a new element, a new leader, who quite evidently ~~staking 
a leaf out of the book of Hitler and Mussolini - a man of insatiable arrhition, 
intoxicated with dreams of Empire. Not content with the limited objective of dE
stroying Israel, he aimed to bring under his dominion the whole Middle East, the 
whole .Arab world and, if possible, the entire Moslem world. He has spearheaded 

, a great anti-Western drive, broadcasting incendiary propaganda from his Cairo 
radio in twenty languages, sending his agents and shipping arms to every part of 
Asia and Africa that he could reach, striking at every position of the Western 
democracies, engineering intrigues and insurrections, upheavals, civil strife and 
revolution, until Nasserism came to be recognized by Western statesmen as a grave 
menace to the peace of the -world. In reckless pursuit of his designs, Nasser we!lt 
further. He entered into intimate relations with the Soviet Bloc. He negotiated 
the now famous "arms deal 11 with Czechoslovakia, accepted Communist aid and guid
ance and threw the gates of the Middle East and Africa wide open to Soviet pene
tration. 

In the light of his record, Nasser's seizure of the Suez Canal could only 
be interpreted as the prelude to more far-reaching and more audacious steps still 
to come. Our principal allies, Britain and France, have thus far taken the brunt 
of Nasser's assault. But it would be a dangerous illusion to imagine that he 
harbors kindlier feelings toward us. Nasser's deep hate of our country was re
vealed in a flash when, last summer, he flung at us that vile curse which still 
rings in our ears: "To the Americans I say: 'May you choke to death on your 
fury.'" We may choose to ignore this imprecation, the like of which has not been 
heard since the now-forgotten obscenities of Adolf Hitler. We may ignore it, but 
should not forget it. 

So far as the program of aggression against Israel is concerned, Nasser con
trived some new methods and techniques of his own. He intensified the blockade of 
Israeli shipping and extended his boycott to ships under any flag engaged in peace
ful commerce with Israel. He mounted guns on the islands commanding the approach 
to the Port of Elath, cutting off Israel's access to the Gulf of Aqaba and the Red 
Sea. But his bloodiest and most effective weapon was the Ufedayeen", an Arab name 
applied to murder-squads and saboteurs. These ttfedayeenu, trained by Egyptian 
army officers and acting under military orders, were sent into Israel territory in 
groups, to spread death, havoc and destruction. The weapon was cunningly devised 
to undermine the sense of security among Israelis, to demoralize the population, 
so that none might feel safe. In fact, no one who came within the range of their 
activities was spared: the farmer in the field, the child in his nursery, men and 
women at prayer, the innocent tourist - all were fair game. Life in Israel was 
becoming not only unsafe but almost intolerable. As the list of victims mounted, 
it became evident that radical measures were required to destroy the Egyptian bases 
of operations of these murder squads. At long last, an expeditionary force -was 
dispatched by Israel to do the job. Is it aggression to knock the gun out of the 
hand of your assailant1 Or is it legitimate self-defense? 

In an eloquent plea before the United Nations, Ambassador Eban, speaking for 
Israel, posed a simple question: What other nation, he asked, in similar circum
stances, exposed to such constant provocation and attack, would act differently? 
To ask the question is to answer it. What would~, Americans, do if a neighbor
ing country habitually sent its marauders into our territory to pillage and to mur
der? Actually our history provides an explicit answer. Back in 1916, when the 
notorious Villa seized power in Nexico and sent msrauders across the border, killing 
seventeen Americans, we sent an expeditionary force of 12,000 men into Mexico, under 
General Pershing, to pursue the enemy and destroy him. This was done under orders 
of President Woodrow Wilson and his Secretary of State, William Jennings Bryan, both 

- more -
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noted for their liberal humanitarianism and o.bhorence of war. Where the sec"Jrity 
of our frontiers was involved, and the protection of American lives, we struck 
back. Today to be sure, there is the United Nations to appeal to. But the Unit~d 
Nations has proved powerless to prevent Egyptian aggression. Its authority is 
flouted, its orders defied. Israel bn.d no other recourse but to act in self
defense . 

Dictators are driven by inne> compulsions. They must win ever new triumphs 
to maintain their tyrannical power over their own peoples. Sooner or later they 
over-reach themselves and run into disaster. This has now happened to Nasser. 
One other positive result has e~erged from his drive against the Western democra
cies, his alignment with the Kremlin and his guerrilla war on Israel. All this 
has revealed and pointed up the profound and basic identity of interest between 
Israel and the free world. If we have hitherto fa!led to note that Israel is the 
one reliable ally of the Western democracies in the Middle East, the one strong 
bastion of the free world in that strategic area, the fact has now been brought 
home to us with full force. Now at last it is clear that the issue is not simply 
between Egypt and Israel, but between an expansionist dictatorship running amuck, 
and responsible democracy standing up to that dictatorship. The lines are sharply 
drawn between Nasserism and the Kremlin on the one side - and the free world on 
the other. This should also answer the question: Where does the American interest 
lie? To what side do our sym~athies naturally flow? 

If the whole truth be told, the free world has been in steady retreat before 
the blustering "Hitler of the Nile." Position after position was yielded until 
it seemed that the whole Middle East and areas further afield would be engulfed 
and lost to the democratic world; and that meant the inevitable advent of Soviet 
power and domination in that crucial area. There was but one small nation - small 
but plucky - standing in the way - the last bulwark, which, if swept away, would 
leave the rood clear for the march of the totalitarians. Fortunately this small 
country, our half~forgotten ally, has had the courage to offer heroic resistanc 
to the Cairo-Moscow axis and to strike a blow for freedom, with all the strength 
born of desperation. Thanks to Israel, the murky tide of Nasserism and Communism 
has been stemmed and a large part of the vast store of arms poured so generously 
into the troubled region by the Soviets has been destroyed or taken. 

Nearly two decades ago, the democratic Republic of Czechoslovakia found it
self in a similarly precarious position. At that time, President Benes was advised 
by England and France to yield to Hitler - and he yielded. The fateful consequerces 
we know. Historians are agreed that if Czechoslovakia, which was capable of stiff 
resistance, had in fact resisted Hitler - England and France, as well as Russia, 
would have honored their treaty obligations and come to her aid. The course of 
history might well have been different, and mankind spared the unparalleled horrors 
and slaughter of World War II. I believe that England and France have profited 
from that lesson and that our own country and the rest of the free world will do 
likewise. 

Israel •s battle may not be over. A few weeks ago, Nasser completed a milita
ry alliance with Syria and Jordan, which placed their armies under his control, 
drawing the ring of steel ever closer around Israel. But even if Israel is forced 
to fight on several fronts, I am confident of the outcome. Israel is sustained by 
mor~l strength, by a sense of destiny and the justice of her cause. Israel, I feel, 
is deatin~d not only to live, but is destined - in Milton •s irrmortal 1ro1~ds - to 
''assert ~1-.".:rrin.1 Pro.,TltiPn~~ A.nil. .jnst:ify the ways o:f God to YAn." 

# # # 
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To: 

From: 

Subject: 

ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LFA-DERS Date: Nov~mber 13, 1956 

Harold P. Manson 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Information 

The New York Times on American Policy Towards Egypt 

The New York Times continues its superb editorial comment on the Middle 
East crisis with an astute analysis of American policy towards Nasser, 
published today (November 13, 1956). 

Please give this editorial the widest distribution throughout your com
munity. It should prove especially useful to the editors of your own 
local newspapers, columnists, radio and TV commentators, etc. 

Regards. 

HPM:h~ 



Editorial 1n The New York Times 
Tuesday, November 13, 1956 

AMERICAN POLICY ON EGYPr 

Presuming that the United Nations emergency international force will he 
allowed not only to enter Egypt but to operate there and that the preearious 
peace in the Middle East can be maintained what policy is the United States 
going to follow concerning President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt 7 This may 
seem like a trivial question, but in some ways it is at the heart of the whole 
situation in the Middle East. 

One might answer, as the British and French did with regard to Hitler and 
Mussolini in the Nineteen Thirties, that there is nothing which can safely be 
done. This ws the policy of appeasement. It could also be argued that nothing 
was more important in this past week than to restore peace, whatever ~rice had 
to be paid. Only future developments will t~ll us whether the price was too 
high. 

The Russinn threats on the one hand, and American pressure in the United 
Nations on the other, saved Nasser and defeated the British and French purposes. 
The Israelis, from th~ir viewpoint, may emerge with some gains, for th~Y de
feated the Egyptians in humiliating fashion and captured something like 
$50,000,000 worth of Soviet arms which had been sold or given to the Egyptians. 
They also may yet get a more satisfactory adjustment of their borders. 

Meanwhile, the background to this whole business is being forgotten. It waa 
Nasser's seizure of the Suez Cana.l on July 26, his a.vowed intention to destroy 
Israel, his open aid to the Algerian rebels, his clearly expressed intention of 
driving the Western powers out of the Middle East-these were the acts that led 
Israel and then Britain and France to strike. This newspaper, like Western opin
ion as a whole, condemned the attacks as wrong and as a terrible risk, but it 
should never be overlooked that the provocation was great and the goals of the 
British and French defensible. 

The present situation in the Middle Ea.st is especially dangerous because the 
Russians a.re moving into the region with ever gr~at~r force and influence.The 
ma.n who invited them in originally with his arms deal in September, 1955, was 
Gamal Abdel Nasser. The man who has now opened the door still wider to the 
Russians is Gama.l Abdel Nasser. We may soon find the Russians so strongly en
trenched in the Middle East that nothing will pry them loose. Fortunately, tha 
other Arab leaders seem to be aware of the danger. They met in Beirut yesterday, 
~nd they show signs of being concerned at the progress that the Russian Communists 
are me.king. 

President N~sser also appears to be developing second thoughts. He has at 
all times tried to play off the Russians age.inst the Americans to get the most 
for himself. In this twist of the situation, the turn of the Americans seems 
to be coming. It used to be said in Latin America, when Washington wns appeasing 
J~an Peron in Argentina., that the way to get advantages from the United States 
was to treat America badly. The Egyptian policy not only has an element of this 
psychology but adds the twist that the original aggressor and the present loser is 
the one who is trying to dictate the terms of settlement. 

If the end of this whole incident were to leave Colonel Nasser stronger than 
ever, the Suez Ca.na.l in purely Egyptian hands, the campaigns against the French in 
North Africa and the attacks on Israel resumP.d, with, on top of it all, the Russians 
deeply entrenched in the Middle Ea.st as the great champions of the Egyptians and 
Ara.ba--if this is to be the result, will the United states policy have proved sound 
or wis~? This 19 the question that Washington must ask itself today. 

It could have been said a.t least three or four years ago (and this newpa.per,. 
for one, said it) that the collapse of British and French power in the Middle Fa.~ ·· 
wa leaving a vacuum that was going to be filled either by the United Sta.tea ~r by 
Russia. We have not filled it; the Russians are iroving in~ and tilre is r.ot on our 
side. 
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To: 

From: 

ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Dote: 
November 14, 1956 

Harold P. Manson 
Executive Vice-Chairman, Department of Public Information 

"The Kremlin •s Shattering Triumph" -- Analysis by Joseph and Stew.rt Alsop 

The analysis by the Alsop brothers in their syndicated column 
of today will undoubtedly be of great interest to you, although 
some of the information presented does not ~ake for pleasant 
reading. 

We are sending you the text of the column as it appeared in the 
New York Herald Tribune. Please utilize it in all of the ways 
indicated in my previous communications to you. 

Regards .. 

HPM:he. 



·From The New York Herald Tribune 
Wednesday, November 14, 1956 

MATTER OF FACT 
By Joseph and Stewart Alsop 

The Kremlin's Shattering Triumph 

ThP Soviet Union has now sc ored a .:;i c;e,nt i c vi ctory i n the Middle En.s t , more 
tha:1 i mportant cnouc:h t o c orn"9ensate f or t he Kremli n 's severe setbn.c l~ il the satel
lite area of Eastern Europe. 

So much is clear. Even among the Administration policy-makers, the almost 
hysterical emotions generated by pique against the British and French are now 
beginning to subside. In this calnier atmosphere, the magnitude of the Kremlin's 
triumph is beginning to be reluctantly and ruefully admitted. The admissions 
are all the more rueful because the Kremlin's triumph was altoeether needless. 

The Anglo-Franco-Israeli intervention in Egypt may have been mistaken. It 
may have been i~moral. It may have been ill-planned. But in fact, the operation 
was succeeding rather brilliantly when everything that had been gained was lost 
again by a premature cease-fire. 

The main success was owing to the Israelis, rather than to the British and 
French. The foundation stone of Egyptian prestige and influence throughout the 
Arab countries has always been the belief that Egypt's Col. Nasser possessed 
serious military powe~. The belief was vastly strengthened, and Nasser's influ
ence rose proportiono.tely, when Nasser made his arms deal with t he Kremlin last 
summer. But in a fen short days last week, a small, relatively poorly equipped 
Israeli expeditionary force showed that Nasser's vaunted military power was the 
most transparently phony sort of busted flush. 

In the Sinai Peninsula and the Gaza Strip, 12 1 000 to 15,000 Israelis took 
on 25,000 to 30,000 Egyptians. The Egyptians enjoyed the double advantage of 
defending prepared positions and possessing rather better and more ample equip
ment. But in the outcome, the Israelis won a total victory. The whole Egyptian 
force wa.s atomized, leaving all their artillery and tanks and some 4,ooo prisoners 
in Israeli hands. Meanwhile, the Israelis suffered only a few score casualties. 

* * * * 
The object of the Israelis, and of course of the British and French, too, 

was to topple Col. Nasser from his throne as unofficial EmpP.ror of Pan-Arabia. 
This object had in fact been attained by the Israeli victory in Sinai, which 
was immeasurably more important than the later British and French landings at 
Suez. Even today, after all the fruits of the victory have been so eager1Y 
t hrown away, the American government is receiving convincing reports from Cairo 
of serious opposition to Nasser in government and army circles. The source of 
this disaffection is the defeat of the Egyptian ArmY by the Israelis. 

Unfortunately, American policy was never designed to make the best of the bad 
business of the Anglo-French-Israeli operation in Egypt. Instead, our policy seemed 
to be chiefly designed to punish the British, French and Israelis for their dis
obedience to big brother State Department. Hence we joined with the Soviets at the 
United Nations. We placed the utmost pressure on London, Paris and Jerusalem to 
accept an iilllllediate cease-fire. And we paid very little attention to the possibili• 
ty that we were thus ma.king a bad business a lot worae. 

- more -
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This was precisely what happened when the Soviets decided to intervene 
in the Middle Eastern crisis more forcefully and on a larger scale. Even 
now, the circumstances of this Soviet action are not widely understood in 
this country. In brief, the big troop movements that had already been ne• 
cessitated by the trouble in the European satellites were now used by the 
Kremlin to convey an impression of menace to Western Europe. There were 
even planted reports of the entry of Soviet divisions into Czechoslovakia. 
and of threats of attacks on Austria and Yugoslavia. 

* * * 
. Against this carefully arranged background of menace, Bulganin sent his 

so-called ultimatum to London and Paris demanding an immediate cease-fire. 
Both the British and French governments had already been thoroughly softened 
up by American pressure. In addition, the British goverilD'!ent was afflicted 
by divided councils. At least one of the British Conservative big three, 
R. A. Butler, is now known to have been strongly opposed to Sir Anthony Eden's. 
policy, and he had with him other members of the Cabinet besides the junior 
ministers who have now resigned. 

Even so, the British and French might have rejected Bulganin's ultimatum 
if they could have hoped for American support. But President Eisenhower,while 
opposing Soviet intervention in the Middle East, was also saying the same 
things to London and Paris that Moscow was saying. The only difference wa.s 
in the tone of voice. Hence the British and French caved in, and agreed to an 
irrmediate and unconditioned cease-fire in Egypt. 

The State Department then turned on Israel, angrily threatening to expel 
the Israelis from the United Nations if Prime Minister Ben-Gurion refused to 
withdraw his troops from Egypt. So the Israelis caved in, too; and Humpty
Dumpty Nasser was triumphantly put back on the wall again. The reasons why 
this must prove to be a specifically Soviet triumph on the greatest scale are 
inherent in the foregoing history, but they clP.se1·ye further analysis. 
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a.re known and understood by public opinion. Dr. Neumann stressed in his telegram 
that ZOA leadership "must not permit today's headlines obscure the real causes 
of the conflict." 

State Department Policy Brought on Israel-Arab Conflict, Declares Dr. Silver 

CLEVEIAND (ZINS) - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver charged Secretary of State Dulles here 
with a do-nothing policy in the Middle East even though it was clear from the very 
outset that the Arabs have been tightening a ring of steel and fire around Israel, 
and yet our government did not supply Israel with defensive arms. Dr. Silver 
pointed out that President Eisenhower warned Israel after it proclaimed mobiliza
tion, but didn't issue such a warning to the Arab states after they signed aggres
sive pacts aimed against Israel. The U.S. government didn't take any practical 
steps when the Egyptian dictator Nasser seized the Suez Canal, Dr. Silver added, 
and flatly charged the Administration with responsibility for the present Arab
Israe 1 conflict . 

Life in Israel Normal; Population Quiet 

TEL AVJ:V (ZlNS) - In spite of the dramatic developments on the Egyptian front, life 
in Israel is as normal as ever. The population displays exemplary quiet and disci
pline. The fact that England and France vetoed the anti-Israel resolutions in the 
UN Security Council and decided to intervene in Egypt, has greatly encouraged 
Israel's people. The man in the street feels that Israel has not been abandoned 
and isolated in its fight against Arab aggression. 

Israel Territorial Waters Fixed 

JERUSALEM (ZINS) - Israel's territorial waters will extend from three to six miles 
according to a new law on territorial waters passed by the Knesset. 

Israel Will Not Remain Idle in the Face of Arab Menace, Declares Argov 

HEDERA (zrns) - Israel cannot idly watch the military and political changes taking 
place on her borders, declared J. Argov, chairman of the Foreign and Defense Com
mittee of the Knesset, here at a public meeting. 

Analyzing the recently signed military pact between Syria, Egypt and Jordan, Argov 
warned against the united coIJJIZland of the three countries established in the course 
of Arab preparations for a war of armihilation against Israel and the Jewish people. 
He called for the strengthening of Israel's armed forces, as the only guarantee for 
establishing peace once and for all in the Middle East. 

The Jerusalem Post, which usually expresses the government's point of view, pointed 
out in an editorial that the western world owes a debt of gratitude to Israel for 
~ts bold steps on the Egyptian front. This may give the western powers a last chance 
to reestablish freedom of navigation in the Suez Canal. Israel displayed, says the 
newspaper, unusual courage which the western powers themselves were la.eking after 
lasser nationalized the Canal. 

:J!rael Declared War Risk Zone by Insurance Underwriters 

~1EW YORK (ZINS) - Johnson e.nd Higgins, international insurance brokers, reported here 
]esterday that British underwriters of war risk insurance on ships he.d announced that 
'srael had been added to excluded areas on all new insurance contracts made on and 
af~er yesterday, according to the New York Times. 

- more -
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Dr. Abba Hil lel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105 st. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

December 11, 1956 

"Haboker" in Tel Aviv published excerpts from your letter 
to Mr. Arieh Kotzer, headmaster of Kfar Silver. 

1,:e would like to p·iblish similar excerpts of the letter 
in the ZINS bulletin and I will gre tly appreciate it, 
if you woul send me a c ooy. 

With warmest r egards, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

I.eon Ilutovich 
Assistant Executive Director 

LI/mf 
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December 13, 19$6 

• on Ilutovich 
Assistant xecutive irector 
Zionist Organisation of rica 
11'5 st )2nd Street 

ew Tork 16, ew Yor 

dear Leons 

A copy ot t letter which I nt to r. lot.Mr, Headmaster ot 
ltar Silnr, ia herni th enclosed. 

ABS1al 
encl. 

ost cordially yours, 

AB lllLIEL SILVER 
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ov iber 21, 1956 

A. Kotser, ector 
Uar Silver 
08r 

Hof had, Israel 

dear Fri nd1 

I deeply appreciate yourthou ttulness 1n writin to me. I en
joyed reading our letter ot oYe her 2nd ve much. 

I am deli hted with the rogres ot Kfar Silver an to read ot the 
tine work hieh the stu ents and tacult or the school are doing. 
I too haTe been thinking eh ot Ktar Silver in recent, tense days. 
lnowing the exposed position ot Kf'ar Silver, its safety and ecurlty 
ha-.e been of deep concern to•• 

I am not at all surprised to read ot the additional care which 
the faculty and students have taken to stand on guard against 
marauders and inf'iltratora. The heroic achievements ot the Israeli 
forces in the Sinai Penninsula have brought ot only lory upon the 
State ot Israel, but have filled the heart.a of our people eTer.,-
where with a £lair or pride. The cciabe s returned to defend 
their land and the sacred heritage of their ople. 

Please assure ll the student ot Ktar Sil rand their teacbera 
that the Jen ot America are doing their utmost to see that no 
harm eball caae to Israel. On the political scene we are working 
nry bard to urge our gOftrtaent to irese bard tor a permanent 
peace aettleaent in the East so that Iar el may be enablecl to 
proceed with 1 ta work ot buildin and construction, or growth and 
dewlopaent which i clON to the heart• or all ot us. 

I send you all rq beet and dearest wiehea. I shall think ot you 
next week when I kindle ST Cbanukah lights. Please think ot •• 

th warmest re ards, I re•in 

oat cordially youn, 

ABBA HILim.. SIU!B 

AHS1al 
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AIR MAIL 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

December 18, 1956 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful note. 
I regret that our ZOA people were unable to meet with 
you as we had planned. 

I am pleased to hear from you that you plan 
to be in Philadelphia again on January 27 and I cer
tainly join with you in hoping that we shall have the 
opportunity to meet at that time. In trying to make 
arrangements toward that end, it would be helpful if 
you could tell me the occasion of your visit on the 
27th and what your plans are for that day. 

Although we had only a brief meeting at the 
airport last week, my wife and I certainly welcomed 
the opportunity to greet you and to extend a welcome 
on behalf of the Philadelphia Zionist Organization. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

incere1J, , 

ARG:jrw 

Arnold R. Ginsburg 
I 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

December 19, 1956 

I hope that you got home safely and that you had a chance to rest up a bit 
from the trying evening in New York. 

Only now I learned that your family, for who~ I had reserved the best table 
in the hall, found that table occupied and had to sit in the back. I cannot 
tell you how distressed I am over this. The technical arrangements for the 
dinner were entirely in the hands of the Bond Organization. In fact, 
Mr. Chasin called me a few days before the dinner and told me that they 
wuld man the registration tables and it was agreed that we would send down 
two people for the sale of the books only. 

I had drawn up the naJOOs of the people who wanted to sit together according 
to districts or individual hosts . On Monday morning Dr. Marks and I to
gether -with Mr. Tannenbaum of the Bond Office, vho had the plan of the hall, 
designated the tables for each group, and win the ZOA were sure, of course, 
that the people would be seated at their tables. I assume that the confusion 
was caused by a last minute overflow of guests. 

Because of the instructions I had received from Mr. Chasin, and in order to 
avoid differences on the spot, I kept completely out of the arrangements on 
the evening of the dinner. 

I had been in touch with Mrs. Matlav several times on the telephone before 
the dinner and was subsequently shocked to learn hov things turned out. I 
called her this morning and apologized, and naturally I wish to apologize to 
you also. I trust that you will understand that I had no control over the 
matter personally and that I would have done the impossible if I had known 
about the situation in time. 

May I take this opportunity to thank you ever so much for the kind inscrip
tion in your book. I will read every word of it. 

With my warmest wishes for an enjoyable and restful holiday season, and 
best regards to you and 11..rs . Silver, I am 

S~nce~~~ ~-t:..__,._ _ _.. 
Nettie Eisner 

lier ~;(/;,,'J omorrm - 1rott /4 io11iJ111 
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To: 

From: 

Subied: 

ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: D~cembPr 19, 1956 

Harold P. MA.niion 

ADDRESS BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER -
We a.re sending you the full text of the important address d~liv~red by 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at th9 ZOA 1 A Israel Bond Dinn~r in New York on 
Monday evening, December 17, and broadcast over the ABC Network. 

Please give it the widest publicity throughout your community. 

Try to bring about its publication in your local newspaper~. 

Call it to the attention of editors, columnists, your radio and TV com
~enta.tors. 

U~e it as background mat~rial for other moulders of opinion in your com
munity, and as guidance for your membership. 

Rega.rd.a. 



ADDRESS ~y DR. AJmA HIJJ,Ft SIL'\'ER 
Delivered at the Iara.el Bond Dinner of the Zionist Orggnization or Ameriea 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel New York City 

Broadcast over the A13C Network 
Monday evening, December 17, 10:05-10:35 P.M. (E.S.T.) 

- --- --- ~ -
My dea.r Friends: 

I a.m happy to be here tonight a.nd grateful for the many lovely things 
vhieh you have said about me. I shall cherish them. I am proud to have been 
~ssoeiated with the Zionist Organization of America for more than half a cen
tury. I recall that I attended my first Zionist Convention as a lad of eleven, 
an aeeredited delegate from the first Junior Society in the United States -
the Dr. Herzl Zion Club. 

Through these many years, vhieh witnessed auch revolutio~.a.ry upheavals . 
in Jewish life, so much tragic destruction and desolation in tvo World wars, 
nn~ so much of heroic and rewarding struggle for the establishment, recognition, 
upbuilding and defense of the State of Israel, the Zionist Organization of 
Am~riea has stood al~ys in the vanguard of leadership and service. It pioneered 
in politi~al action; it mobilized world opinion; it took on the bri.mt of every 
a.tte.ck. Tonight I a.m heartened by the thought the.t in the uncertain yea.rs which 
lie ahead, when so much work will yet have to be done to make the State of Israel 
s~rong qnd secure, the Zionist Organization of America will still stand in the 
forefront, alerted, devoted and unswerving as ever. Your present distinguished 
lea'l.ership under my dear friend, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, who has given a lifetime 
of ou.~sr.qnding serviee to our Movement, and his associates, is a weleome assuranee, 
both of ~om-petence and eourage. 

I referred a moment ago to the Junior ZioniGt Club which I joined more 
tba.n fifty years ago, and which ws named after the immortal leader of our Move
ment, Dr. Theodor Herzl. Dr. Herzl grew old and tired and died spent and ex
hausted at the age of 44 in the service of his people. He wa~ fond of quoting 
to his fr1enr.ts a. reina.rk which he heard f'rom an old fisherira.n: "The most remark
ab le of all things is when a man never gives up. 11 

To you and to our fellow Jews all over the world, and to our brsve rrothera 
in Israel, I could at this time give no more appropriate snd profound slogan and 
rallying word.. 

The State of Israel we.a not rounded by men who easily gave up. This :·e
quires no elaboration before an audience such as this, which knows the h1Btor; 
of the tense battle-days of our Movement. The State of Israel WAS not defended 
in the ws.r of liberation eight years ago, and again in the wr for surviw.: a 
short time ago, hy men who easily ga.ve up. And you will agree vi.th me that -e,be 
State of Israel, which is so gravely beset today, will not be firmly eatabli~hed 
UFOn its foundations by faint-hearted men, but by those whose courage Pxceens 
their fears, who know how to underwrite strong convictions by life-long sserifi
c ia.l loyal ties . 

I am proud of the way our people everywhere reacted to the ominous er?.nts 
cf the past fev months. As always, their resistance grew, like a coiled spring, 
in proportion to the pressure which was put upon it. Our people closed ranks 
~nd. demonstrated even greater resolution, solidarity and generosity. I was es
pecially gratified by the political maturity which our people displayed, in that 
~tey refused to be taken in by all the synthetic international cant, by Sir Galahad 
riding the Arab Steed in quest of the Holy Grail of oil, and by Ivan the Rec, hot 
f~o~ the She.fflbles of Hungary, shedding crocodile tears over agression a.nd eolo
nia.lism. 

For the time being at least, the State of Israel has passed from the zona 
of military danger to the zone of diplomatic danger. A small nation can lose more 
on the diplomatic checker-board than it can win on the battlefield. It behoove.; 
us, therefore, to watch Cl.OSPJ.:, the maneuvers which e.re currently going on at hC'1Je 
and abroad. We should turn again to our friends e.s ve did in the past - and 1,--r 
:1ave mg,ny of them in all parts of the world, in many of the delegations to thl! 
Jnited Nations and among free people everywhere-and keep them fully ini'ormel, and 
solieit their continued help in safeguarding the life and indepenn~nce of that 
'"1S.lorous little Republie of Israel, which they helpen to eAtarlish and which, we 
be~ieve, ta.a faithfully justified their early hopes. 

Above e.11, we muat keep IArael economically strong. Its enemies, una.ble 
~o destroy it militarily, hope to undermine it economically by means of blocsaces 
e.nd boycotts and by forcing it to eurr,ort costly military budgets. Every new 
inaustr7 ~6+.~bliAb..ed in Israel, every new mine, or mill or ractory, ew,.ry new ship 

- more -
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or harbor, or road or railway track, every new settlement or irrigation project, 
is so much red blood poured into the life stream of the nation. 

I am thinking this evening of the United Nations. There are those who be
lieve that this world organization has come out stronger as a result of the role 
which it played in the recent Egyptian affair. Everyone wishes the United Natione 
to be ~trong and effective; but I am of the opinion that the real testing of the 
United Nations is yet to come. It will soon come in the Near East, and on its 
outcomo will depend the very survival of that international organization which 
wss c~lled into being to preserve the peace of the world. 

The cease-fire which was achieved is an occasion -- not necessarily, the 
prelude to permanent peace. The United Nations force, now gathering in the 
Middle East, if intelligently employed, may prove to be an important step towards 
a fir.al solution of those issues which have kept that part of the world in need
less tension and turmoil for years, or it may lead only to a restoration of the 
status quo ante from which all the evils flowed, and for a carte blanche to the 
dictator Nasser to resume all his former dangerous plottings and adventures. 

Nothing has so far happened to discourage Nasser from believing that the 
United Nations force will restore him to his former position and prestige; his 
commandos free to range again across the borders of Israel; his blockade against 
Israeli shipping in the Suez Canal and in the Gulf of Aqaba to remain in force; 
and he himself free to acquire age.in vast stores of weapons and munitions for an 
attack upon Israel, now that the Israeli forces forestalled his contemplated at
tack ao calamitously a few weeks ago. 

Our government has evidently concluded that the best hope for peace in the 
Middl~ East lies in the United Nations, and has resolved to channel through it 
all future consideration of its problems. This is a procedure which it did not 
follow heretofore, choosing rather to find solutions outside the framework of the 
United Nations. It therefore becomes increasingly urgent that our government, 
whose ~uthority and prestige in that area have been augmented by recent events, 
should proceed to exercise forthright leadership in the United Nations in order 
to achieve the desired solutions. Without such leadership nothing constructive 
will eome to pass,and the situation will rapidly deteriorate. Unless the United 
States and the other free nations of the world take strong initiative in the 
United Nations for a just settlement, it is quite possible that the Asian-African 
bloc which has been uniformly hostile to Israel, coupled with the support of the 
Soviet bloc, which as part of its strategy to penetrate the Middle East can be 
counted upon to vote consistently against Israel, will succeed in imposing the 
kind of a settlement which Israel as a matter of survival would be forced to re
ject. 

It is to the best interests of the free world to make secure and viable the 
one dependable free democratic state in the Near East. The traditional position 
of our eountry on Israel has been expressed time and again by the leaders of our 
government,~nd by both major political parties. It was recently restated in the 
platform of the Republican Party at its National Convention: "We regard the pre
servation of Israel as an important tenet of American foreign policy. We are 
determined that the integrity of an independent Jewish State shall be maintained. 
We shall support the independence of Israel against armed aggression." 

Our government should not wait until there is armed aggression,or until that 
"innoc~nt" victim of aggression, the little Hitlerof the Nile, has had time to 
rebuild his badly shattered military establishment, or until Syria.,bent upon Isreelt 
"disintegration" - to use the recent phrase of the Syrian Ambassador to the United 
States - he.a had time to accumulate a vast arsenal of tanks, planes, and guns 
whieh will be eagerly supplied to it by the Soviet Union. Playing for time in this 
area of the globe is playing with disaster. A new excuse for procrastination and 
~ new formula for inaction are beginning to emerge. The Arab states want time to 
grow stronger militarily, to regroup and to reorganize, so that at the proper time 
they will be able to confront Israel with ultimatums and dictate a peace settle
ment on their own terms. This is the meaning of the inspired talk one hears today 
thA.t this is not the time for direct negotiations between Israel and its Arab 
neighbors. Tempers are too hot. Perhaps in two years such a step might be under
taken. Dr. Fawzi, Egyptian Foreign Minister, speaking last Thursday before the 
Nat1one.l Press Club in Washington, was asked to answer the statement which was r,;adr 
to the Presa Club by Israel's Foreign Minister two days before -- "that Israel was 
willing to negotiate peace with Egypt directly, immediately and without any pre- -
conditions." He replied, "These things have their time in history." Dr. Fawzi 
further said that Egypt was not willing to discuss the passage of Israel's ships 
as pa.rt of a Suez Canal settlement. "This is pe.rt and parcel of the Israeli ques
tion which we are willing to discuss at the proper time. It is not a proper putt 
of the Suez question." 

- more -
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But why not1 To most right-thinking people the blockade of the Suez Canal 
against Israeli shipping is the very proof and evidence of Egypt's illegal usur-

., pe.tion and of the insincerity of its pledge to keep the Ca.ne.l open to the shipping 
of the whole world. It glaringly reveals Egypt's intentions~ to insulate the 
operation of the Canal from national politics, but to close it whenever this serves 
its own political ends, regardless of international treaties and commitments. 

May one ask when will be the proper time when Egypt will be pleased to dis
cuss the passage of Israel's ships through the Canal, and when will be the proper 
time for peace negotiations? The eight years which have elapsed eincP the armi
sti~e wa.s fixed have not heen sufficient to cool off the hot tempers in the Near 
East. On the contrary, the passage of time ha§ served only to acerbat~ the situ
ation to a point of explosion. Will another two years, or five, under ideLt:cal 
armistice conditions help to cool them off? How plausible, but how specicus is 
ttis formula which is now being peddled about, a formula p~tently designed to 
cover up a maneuver for a complete r~turn to the pre-invasion status, in order to 
satisfy Nasser and his allies. 

The Foreign Minister of another Arab state, Iraq, ia not satisfied even with 

~ return to this status. Nothing will satisfy him and his government but the com
:9lete obliteration of the State of Israel. "Israel," he declared last week, 
11 should no longer be a State." It is as simple as all that! Since Iraq is unable 
~o accomplish this feat single-handed or in collaboration with its Arab neighbors, 
where collaboration appears to be so singularly difficult to attain -- quite re
cently J.raq wa.a loudly calling for help, not against Israel, but against S~Tia, 
her Arab neighbor, which with the aid of Russian arms and "volunteers" was 
threatening to attack her -- Iraq now hopes that the United Nations will rerfo=m 
this little service of political assassination to please it and to achieve peace 
and unity in the Arab world. 

In this connection, it 3hould be borne in mind that Iraq is a member of the 
Baghdad Pact group of nations, which our government called into existence and 
wtich it is now being urged to join officially. Our government has been supplying 
arma to Iraq, and at this ~ry moment Iraq is soliciting a substantial increas~ 
in the volume of American military aid. 

It should also be recalled that American military aid was denied the State 
,r Israel on the convenient but not consistently applied formula that our country 
does not wish to become involved in an arms race. The State of Israel was alao 
exc~u~ed from the regional security arrangem~nts of the Baghdad Pact, and wade
nied any other security tr~~ty sur.t Fl.A m-r cC"'1.u:try ha.a w.ith n:Ar..y othr;r r.Ations. 

It is now suggested that the United Nations should not exploit to the ~ulleat 
its dramatic and energetic ingress into the long-distur~ed area of the Middle East, 
but that it should quickly withdraw and leave the fate of that pa.rt of the world 
to the will and whim of thoAe governments who have consiPtently proclaimed their 
unwillingness to make peace. 

In our judgment the United States should press forward most energetically in 
the councils of the United Nations for immediate action which will bring the repre
sentatives of the governments of the Near East together around a conference table 
for the urgent settlement of all their outstanding issues. It he.s been Israel's 
contention that there is not a single issue whether it be territory, refugeea or 
com~ensation, which cannot be settled with goodwill and a desire for peace. 

It is not enough to clear the Suez Canal so that oil may flow freely again 
to the Western world. It ie all-important for the peace of the world that the 
~aJor obstacles which have for years impeded free communi~ation, trade and coopera
tion betv~en the peoplea of the Near East, fostered bitterness and Acrimony, and 
led to periodic and bloody outbreaks and successi,re crises should 1'e removed with
out delay. 

Here is the challenge to true statesmanship. To denounce your friends when 

they have been driven to acts of desperation, partly due to your own blunders, J'1'1.~J~ 

give you a momentary feeling of ~elf-righteousness as well as of expiation. Tc 

r.elp them to achieve just and la.sting political settlements in which you assume 
your full aha.re of responsibility is the only true way of political wiedom, friend
ship and leadership. Furthermore, you will never serve the beat interests of the 
Free World if your pri~ary consideration is to compete for prestige in the Arab 
~orld and to appear as its special friend and defender. Go~ernments which are bent 
•.1.pon intrigue play that game. Governments which are sincerely concerned 1d th under
g rd1ng the threatened structure of the Free World vill help those nations, large 
or s1ne.11, whose tnilitions are the traditions of freedom, whose "'8Y o.f life, whose 
~op~s e.nd ideals are bound~~ with the future of a free society. 

- more -
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It should be remembered that even before the th1 ted Nations ordered 
a cease-fire and the Withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Sinai Peninsula, 
the Prime Minister of' Israel, Iavid Ben Ourion, let it be lmown that he was 
prepared to propose to his government the imnediate withdrawal of' all 
Israeli forces if Ba.seer would sign a clear undertaking to abstain from 
further hostile acts ass.inst Israel, includins uDd.ertakines for liquidating 
the Fedayeen, abolish1Jls the bloclmde 1n the Suez am. the Gulf of Aqaba, and 
absta1n1ns from military alliances directed aeaiDst Israel. These cond.itions 
were not met then, and have not yet been met. It would be a colossal blunder 
for the thited Nations to have gone through all the tremendous diplomatic 
exertions 1n recent months am the dispatching of a police force only to with
draw am leave the situation 1n the same perilous condition 1n which it w.a 
prior to October. It would be unwise to permit Fgypt to return to the Gaza 
area from which she used to mount her Fedayeen raids on Israel. Gaza is not 
FQptian territory. It would also be en act of pnnence to demilitarize all 
or part of' the Sinai Peninsula, so that it could serve as a welcome butter 
between FQpt and Israel. 

Israel does not want war. Israel was provoked to attack as 1 ts only 
way of survival. It could 110t wait until Ne.seer's mountain of tanks, guns 
and bombers -- part of which, following his defeat, the world was able to 
examine With amazement -- came crashing down upon it. For eight years 
Israel has appealed to the United Nations and to the Free World f'or help 
against constant harassment and menace, but nothing was done. No sanctions 
were invoked against Es7.Pt when it flouted the orders of the thited Nations 
to end the blockade against Israeli sh1pp1ns. Nothins was done to end the 
economic boycott against Israel. Nothing was done to check the unprecedented 
flow of armaments to the Near ]Rat, all aimed at the destruction of Israel. 
Nothing was done to counteract the military alliances which were being forged 
like a rinS of steel around Israel. 

Wha.t did the world expect Israel to do? Did the world expect Israel 
to sit there like a clay pigeon end helplessly and resignedly await destruc
tion and extinction? Thank God, Israel did not: And, if I know the people 
of Israel, they never will at any time 1n the future. 

It you live 1n e. neighborhood where your neighbors are determined to 
make life miserable for you - they smash your windows; they tear up your 
garden; they beat up your children. You reason and argue with them, but to 
no avail. You appeal to the police, but they are \DlWilling or unable to 
protect you. You become aware of a concerted plan e.f'oot, on the part of your 
neighbors, to tear your house down completely over your head. If then an 
opportunity presents 1 teelf' and you are able to lay hold of the bigsest bully 
and ring leader of them all and beat d~light out of him, so that for a lons 
time to come he will not be 1n e. position to molest you -- would ~ fair
minded man call this aggression? 

Israel does not want war. ~ of the citizens of' Israel are refugees 
f'rom war. They lmow what war is. They experienced. all its horrors. Many 
of them le:f't their sons, daughters, husbands and parents 1n the horror hells 
of Nazi, Fascist or Comntmist wars in Europe. All that these people who have 
found a haven 1n Israel want is peace, am. a chance to work and build a new 
lif'e. They want to create something tine for themselves, their coimtry and 
mank11ld. They covet nobody's territory, but they are resolved to defend their 
own. Their tradition -- which is Judaism -- hates war and the sheddins qt 
blood. There is no glorification of' war 1n Judaism; there was never any call 
1n Israel to become a great milita.17 power or to build a great empire. That 
Jews could f'ieht when necessary, and with extraordinary valor and heroism, the 
legions ot Bome, the armies of Antiochus, the hosts which faced Joshua, and 
quite recently the routed and scattered divisions of' Nasser could well testify. 
But Israel never emphasized ita military achievements. Its hope for the fu
ture was boum up with the hope of' universal disarmament, with an internation
al society, bamed 1n brotherhood, united by the law of' Justice, unity and 
freedom. 

The DJdem state of' Israel is the heir of' this tradition. It seoke 
peace and friendly cooperation with all its neighbors. It has S11JlP&thized 
with the national aspirations of all the Arab peoples. It has welcomed the 
inexorable march of' colonial peoples to freedom and indepemence. It claims 
that same freedom tor itself' and tbat same national indepemence. 

- more -
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Israel, therefore, hopes that the present providential moment will 
be seized by all nations of goodwill to bring about a condition of peace 
and stability in this region of continued violence. 

Israel fervently hopes that before very long some real socially 4 

minded statesmen deeply interested in the well-being of their people,w1ll 
arise in the Arab world, who will see the picture as it is,.and not as the 
predatory eyes of politically immature demagogues see it. The severe so
cial and economic problems of the exploited, impoverished and illiterate 
Arab masses cannot be solved either by the obliteration of the State of 
Israel or by the expropriation of all or part of its small territory. 
There is land enough in the Middle East for many times its present popula
tion, given planning, irrigation and industrialization. It is not an act 
of political sagacity to keep the Arab world stirred up over issues which 
really do not affect the ultimate well-being of its peoples and to mortgage 
their present limited resources to build up costly military establishments 
where no one threatens, instead of trying to raise their low standard of 
living. 

Israel is eager to cooperate with the Arab peoples; to bring new life, 
progress and prosperity to the entire vast region which will be for the 
benefit of all. Some day Israel's outstretched hand of friendship will be 
taken. Until that time of reconciliation, Israel must be helped to remain 
strong in its economy and secure in its sovereignty and freedom . 

.. - 0 .. -
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... ADDRESS BY DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

FRESIDENT,.ZIONIST ORGA]',!?~ION OF_AMERICA 

OVER THE AMERICAN BROADCAST ING COMPANY NETWORK 

Sunday, December 30, 1956 

Few things can be more dangerous to our ne.tiona.l security than a premature re
laxation of interest in a serious international crisis. In the case of the 
Middle East crisis, there is already a perceptible drop of public interest, as 
though the danger of a war that might have taken on global dimensions has defi
nitely passed away. This would be e. gre.,re error indeed. The crisis has not 
been resolved. The hazard of new and still more violent explosions is byno 
means over. If and when hostilities should be resumed in that area, the new 
situation which may confront us then, may be even more difficult to cope with. 

The fundamental mistake of American policy bad been to view the long-simmering 
crisis in the Middle East as a local squabble between Israel and her neighbors, 
where the issues were relatively unimportant and the equities unclear; as a 
minor nuisance with which we could temporize, allowing matters to drift from bad 
to worse. We had not realized that this was no parochial affair, but of global 
importance; that it ws a focal point in the world struggle between the forces 
of freedom and totalitarianism; that Nasser and Nasserism were the tool and 
spearhead of Soviet penetration in the Middle East; that Israel had become the 
symbol of Western democracy and therefore the primary target of the enemy. 

It is now abundantly clear, in retrospect, that the Egyptian-Co~munist arms deal 
of more than a year ago was not aimed simply against Israel, but was a crucial 
step in a much more ambitious program directed against the entire Free World. 
To be sure, Israel, long in Moscow's disfavor for its anti-Communist and pro
Western orientation, was to be crushed. But beyond that, all British and French 
positions were to be liquidated, all Western influence destroyed. Into the 
power vacuum thus created, the Russians intended to enter and take over. The in
creasingly imminent danger of the consU1DDation of this conspiracy, the passive -
almost complacent -- attitude of the United States, and the inaction of the 
United Nations finally caused Israel, and then England and France,to take matters 
into their own hands by striking at the Cairo-Moscow Axis. It was only at this 
point that the United Nations and our own government were suddenly galvanized in
to action. The result was an astounding series of diplomatic paradoxes enacted 
in the forum of the United Nations, the like of which has not been witnessed in 
recent political history. Having tolerated all of Nasser's provocations and 
Hitlerian tactics, we now rushed to his assistance, aligned ourselves with the 
neutralists, voted with the Russians, treated Israel as the aggressor and repudi
ated our cl~seat allies, al~ but shattering the Atlantic Alliance -- the eorter
stone of the Free World. 

All this is behind us. The question which confronts us, as well as the United 
Nations today, is: What now? Here we run into the greatest and the worst para
dox or all. Instead of exploiting to the hilt the new-found opportunity to deal 
with the Middle Ee.st problems at their root and bring about a real and permanent 
settlement, there is every indication of an attempt simply to restore the status 
ouo ante -- the intolerable situation that existed before the recent explosion, ----the very situation that made the explosion inevitable. We are being treated to 
a speetable not unlike a prize-fight where the contenders have gone into a clinch 
~nd the referee intervenes and pulls them apart, so they may be all set to resume 
the bout. That seems to be Mr. Hammarskjold 1s conception of the role of the 
United Nations in this emergeney. Ia it enough to bring about a temporary cease
fire a.nd a w1 thdrawal of troops? Must thae be yet another round? And what will 
it lt::a.d to? - more -
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t.s far l"a.ck as June, 1951, an official spol".e:;uiBn of the Egyptian government de
.fended tl at country's illegal blockade of Israeli sh··:.pping through the Sue~ Canal 
in these remarkable and ominous words: "We are exer~ising the right of war. We 
are still legally at war with Israel. An armistice does not put a.n end to a. 
state of war; it does not prohibit a country exercislng certain rights of war." 

The world now knows how Nasser has interpreted and exer~iaed those "rights of -war!' 
What the world dii not seem to know was how to put a~ end to this state of belli
gerency on which Nasser has insisted. Exhortations nnd. mcral suasion reade no dent 
on the little Hitler of the Nile. Policies of e.ppeauement and yielding to his 
blackmail were equally frui tleaa. Iara.el kept urging that Nasser be ·brought to the 
cJLf~renc~ table, declering ngain and again thR.t ao fnr na Israel wo.s ccnc~rr..ed, 
all outstanding iasues--~ound~riPs,territorial questions, the refugee problem--all 
WPre sub j ~ct to nP.gotiaticn. But who w.uld ·Or cr,uld bring this dictator to the 
ccnferen~e to.bl e ? As a Duropco.n diplon:at once i:mt it: rrwno is ·oing to be 11 the 
ce.t ?" 3uch n 'Wi ld. cat, at t hat. 

At long last, and after ceaseless provocation, Israel summoned the courage and the 
daring, not only to "bell tr...e cat" but to clip its claws. With a heroic effort, 
in a lightning campaign brilliantly executed within one week, Israel delivered a 
stunning blow, routiLg Nasser's army and capturing the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Penin
sula and the Island of Tiran corrrranding the Straits of Aqaba--along with large 
qua.ntities of the finest ~ilitary equipment which the Soviet arsenal could supply. 

This victory, as I have indicated, offers a unique opportunity to bring about a 
perrr.anent settlenent--an opportunity presented to the United Nations on a silver 
platter. At le.st Nasser could be forced to face realities and negotiate. He 
could be offered the choice of renouncing that belligerency which has brought the 
Middle East and the world to the brink of war , or fac e the fact, that the areas he 
has lost to Israel would be occupied by hie i ntended victim. 

What we are witnessing instead is the conte~plated restoration of all occupied 
territory to Nasser's control. Having suffered a crushing ~ilitary defeat, he is 
now to gain an undreamed of political triumph. Not only is Israel to give up the 
fruits of victory--but the fleeting chance to establieh a stable peace will have 
been thrown away. Nasser's prestige would not only be re-established, but enhanced, 
his power consolidated and his capacity for mischief immensely increased. If this 
be the policy of the United Nations and the United States, it is not states~anship, 
but incredible folly. 

Iara.el should not be asked or expected to yield to such unwise and unjustified 
pressure. Not her prestige, ~ut her security and possibly her very existence are 
at stake. The Gaza Strip, in particular, is a dagger pointed at her very heart-
reaching o.s it does to within thirty-five miles of Tel Aviv. It has been the most 
important base of operations of the fedayeen murder-squads which the Egyptian Army 
ha.a been sending into Israel on their missions of terror, death and destruction. 
It was never Egyptian territory; it was part of Ma.~d.e.ted Palestine, unlawfully 
seized by Egypt when she invaded Palestine eight yea.rs ago, in defiance of the 
U:cited Nations. I'o the ~resent day, the Gaza Strip has not been incorporated into 
the Egyptian State. There is no reason in law or justice why it should be handed 
over to Nasser's control, to facilitate hie aggressive designs. 

Similar considerations apply with equal or greater forcP. to the ~ositions comma.nd
ir..g the Straits of Aqaba and the approach to the Port of Elath, namely, the Island 
of Tiran and She.rm-El-Sheikh, at the southernmost tip of the Sinai Peninsula. These 
points a.re nothing ·t..ut rocky wilderness without human habitation. They are of 110 

possibl& use to anyone except for one purpose and one purpose only: to be used as 

- mor~ -
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J".m poai tions for mainte.ining an unlawful bl ockade of an international waterway. 
Israel wants to retain these positions for the sole purpose of preventing a re
newal of the blo~kade, thus keeping the Strait& ODen to the comnerce of all 
nations. Are we now going to insist that Egypt's illegal blockade oe restored? 
Is this also part of the role of the United Nations and its Emergency Force? 

It is important to note that a free approach to Elath is of g:r:-eat practical con
cern to Western Europe in particular. Nasser has demonstrated his ~apacity to 
stop the flow of oil through the Suez Canal, thereby threatening the European 
economy at will. Israel now offers a ps.rtial 6olution by planning to run a pipe
line from Ela.th to the Mediterranean as an alternative cha. ... mel. Thie would pro
vide a second lung through which Western Europe can breathe and escape strangu
lation by the Egyptian dictator, holding the Suez Canal in his grip. This plan 
depends upon maintaining freedom of r~vigation through the Straits of Aqaba. 
It is rendered impossible of ex~cution if' the positions refer1·ed to are restored 
to the dictator's control. 

The situation might be quite different if Nass~r were to start a new chapter 
in his international relations; if he were prepared to renounce his grandiose 
dream of empire and the status cf b~llig~retcy, with all toot it implies, and 
negotiate a peace or at least a tolerable settlement. But of such a change of 
mind or heart, the~e is as yet not the aligh~eat evidence. On the contrary, 
fedayeen incursions into Isx·ael l:ave been renewed. That Nasser is responsible 
for this resumption of violence is proved by the fact that it was publicly an
nounced by the Cairo radio on December 2nd. In these circumstances, for Israel 
to retire from all the positionP. she now hold.a, would seem to be irresponsible 
and almost suicidal. For us or the United Nations to coerce her would be worse 
than a crime; it would be a colossal blunder, deatroying the hope of a nego
tiated settlement. 

There is little pros:pect that Israel will yteld, whatever the pressure. I doubt 
that its present government or any other responsible government could do so 
without being repudiated by people and parliament. Nor is there any moral law 
which requires that you replace the dagger in the hand of Jour assail.ant. 

Our Middle Ea.st policy ia said to 0e undergoing a reapiraisal in Washington, 
and it is high time that it take place. It is also reported that President 
Eisenhower msy ask Congress for stand-by powers to employ our forces to pre
vent or repel aggression in that region. But there is no clear indication 
as yet of just what change of policy is conte~platee, if any. Up to the pres
ent, we have bee~ busy discrediting Britain and France and rehabilitating the 
Egyptian dictator, ejecting them from the Suez Canal Zone and restoring it to 
Nasser. We have been treating Israel as an aggressor, having little or nothing 
to say on the problem of her security or how to end the threat to her existence. 
If Congress is to vote the stand-by powers which the President has requested., 
how will they be used? In a recent public statement referring to the security 
of Iraq and other members of the Baghdad Pact, our government issued a warning 
that it vould view with grave concern &ny attempted aggression against them. 
·No such pointed warning has been uttered where Israel's secur!ty is concerned. 
Can Israel definitely rely in the future on American support in the event of 
~ontinued hostile pressures--or must she conti~ue to rely upon her own armed 
strength, alone and unaided? 

- more -
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In a democracy like ours, gov~rnment policy is subject to the corrective 
influence of public opinion. Let us all remember and never forget that 
Israel's struggle for survival is part and parcel of the struggle for 
freedom and democracy throughout the world; the.t this is a struggle to 
which our country is irrevocably coJllmitted as the leader of the Free World-
unless we are to forfeit that leadership. Let us not forget thet itis not 
Egypt and the other Arab states a.lone that Israel is pitted against, but 
the wrath and hostility of the Kremlin, whose well-laid plans and timetable 
Israel has upset. Let us not forget that the tanks encountered in the 
Sinai Desert are the same make as those which made a. bloody shambles of 
Budapest, crushing Hungarian freedom; that the jets which were shot down 
in Egypt were of the same make a.e those which darken the sky over Central 
Europe. 

Only if we are prepared to back up the Israel democracy as squarely as Russia 
is backing the Egyptian dictatorship--only then, can we hope to restore equi
librium and bring about not a temporary cease-fire, with the virtual certainty 
of bigger and bloodier wars to follow, but a. Just peace, stability and pros
perity in the Middle East. 

- - 0 ~ .. 
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.. 
~ To: 

From: 

Sub;ect: 

ZOA DIRTRICT AND REGIONAL LFADERS 

Harold P. Manson 

RADIO ADDRESS BY DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 
OVER THE ABC ?rnl'WORK 

Date: December 31, 1956 

We are sending you the text ot the significant address delivered yesterda.,, 
Suncla.y, December 30, over the American Broadcasting Company Network by 
Dr. Emanuel Neumann, President of the Zionist Organi~ation of America. 

Please try to bring about its publication in your local press -- general 
and English-Jewish. 

We also urg~ you to call it to the attention of newspaper editors, column
i~ts, radio and Tl commentators. 

This text should also be used as background material for other opinion
makers in your community and as guidance for your membership. 

Additional copies of Dr. Neumann's address, as well as of Dr. Silver's radio 
speech of December 17, are available upon request. 

Regards. 

HPM:ha. 
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he Pilgrimage of the Jews 
HERE JUD I I DIFFE l~O 

By bba Hill I Silv r. fa Mill.tn, 1. 56. 
1 pp. 4.50. 

Revie ed by 
~ OLOMON B. FRE f • F 

R hi many magnifi ent rvi • • 
·hich he h s rendered to world Jew

ry Abb Hillel Silver h s put us 
all in hi• debt. Havin devoted 90 

uch time, esp cially in the field ot Zion
iam where the political work ia ao eon
tinuou ly trenuous, it i1 all the more 
r markable that he is able every now and 
then to produce a book of enduring worth. 

tud nt of the Kabbala will cont,inue to 
r d and benefit from his book written 

a ~o, " ,Jessianic pe ·ulu ion in I -

Th rth of hi book deriv from th 
f ct th t he i a thorough ('holar in a 
numb r of branche of Hebraic literature; 
that he h s a dynamic independence of 
temp 1·amcnt and, therefore, will never 

t content until he ha ! und . ome 
original approach and om cr ati ioea ; 
and fin lly much of the value of hi book 
come from the grand public platform 

·iU which he has displayed in thou.·ands 
f ddre ·es and lectures. man who is 

a ma ter of the platform and the pulpiL 
Sil ·er is, develops v y e rl into a 

hnici n in the field of human com
munication. H undcrs and almo t in
tinctively wh' t hi hearers already kno 
nd what they do not know, what i1 cle r 
nd wh t i v gue, and how to s y what 

• s to b aid, in an impr • ive and 
m. n orable w y. In other words, his book. • 
b ide l> i1 g learned and origin 1, are 

eloquent, which mean they a e clear 
nd e!!eclive nd reveal the grc. t publie 
peaker' skill of makin th difficult 

thou ht relatively imple nd t.h v ue 
idea cry t 1 cle r. 

The e ch r cteri tic re !ound in an 
bia writin and to a marked d g ·ee in 
hi• 1 le t book, "Wher Judai m Diff r-

d." Th qualities 0£ originality and 
el rity are particul rly ne ded in ih.e field 
ol. J ,j h theology with which thi boo 
d als. Thi is due to the! ct that Jud. i m 

not a philosophizing or theolo izin 
r hgi n. Our belief• em rg d fr m. our 
xpericnc:e and from the in pira i n given 

• by our t chera and lead r . , 'h nev r 
J'Gdai ·m syst matized it u it 

ere by an after-thought. Th rcfore, we 
do not have a long and graded • ries of 
J i h philo ophical-theological 1 it.er ture. 

ach writ r in tbi1 field, th rcfore, mu t 
b c • to Je • h li! , re-imrm•r him

ll in J e ·i h hi ·tory, en e the mood of 
Yari d Jewi h movemen and currcn of 
thought, nd from all of the material 
tt i till the "living w ter" o! wh t Juda-

e enti lly is. To ri a Jewi h 
th ology a man needa to kno virtually 
all of Jewry ia ita e:p rience and its 
though s. Th r fore, hia book m r hals 

fore u in clear and Yivid fa. hion th• 
whole pil rim g o! our life as Jew . 

Wh n Judai ·m wa, y ·tem ti7 d at 
Yario l o ·ca ion1 th ·ough our hi. tory, it 
waa u ually in r action to certain ideas 
which aro rival ide • ( Gree 
philo ophy_ or a ho ile idea (a when 
di putution 1th Chri ·tian cler y were 
forced up n u in the ti ddl Ag ) . It is, 
th re!ote, n, ur 1 1.o ,Hite a d ription 
of Judai ·m omp ri..;on ·ith other be
Ii £ . Hence, the ti 1 "Wh re Judaism 
Diff 1ed." ilver doe, pr ei ely this in bia 
boo . He indicate the uniquen a of 
Jud i m from it very be inning. He doea 
thi without dcpreca ing the v,orth of 
oth r faith , y t ithout dimini ·hing the 
cran eur o! the niquen • of Judai m. 
Thu in an·,· r to the pe . nni l 'hri lian 
•ue lion, "Why did J e s re j ct J esu ~• 

viour," he deals with the theme hi -
tor.ic 1ly but attach it to the mo t 

odern chat ge by Toynb whi h i1 th 
old -hri ti n qu ion rep t d in other 
w rd . Hi chapter (VI) "On R ecting 
Tr •sure::.' a fine t• l 'tn ·nt this 

theme. It could h. r d by hri. li M 
without re entment and cannot b r d 
by Jew without pride. 

The chapter in the entir book which 
ppe ls to thi reviewer as most original 

and mo t effective i chapter VII entitled 
"On Avoiding Alternatives." It begin 
"The teachers of Judaism almo~t in tinc
tively rejected a formula of Either/Or 
in assaying religious values." Th ch p
ter ends with the paragraph "There i 
a remukable balance and pragmatic 
quality in Judai m which, while not pro
scribing deviation either into the my tical 
or into the pietistic, n vertheless kept 
these, aa it were, within bound . Th 
periphery was never confu ·ed with the 
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By Ber1jamin II. Tran ·lated from the 
German by Charl Reznikoff. The J cw
i h Publishing Society of Am ric , 
19:-6. 2 vols. ~35 pag and 290 pag !'I. 

R vie d by 
AD. M Z. MA Hh 

I R EL JOSEPH BE J II , a Bohe
mian Jew, alone among modern J w , 
et himself lhe t k, in the middle o! 

the ninet enth c ntury, of em 11atin 
the mediev 1 traveller, Benjamin of Tu
d la, by vbitin and writing about V"-rY 

country in the orld, paying par i •ul r 
att ntion to the variou1 ! r-flung Jewi!!h 
communities. It I a romantic 1dea, but 
not at all impr cticable, nd he actually 
accomplished the major p rt of hi tn k; 
he wandered v rywhere, including the 
United State f m ri<.'a, which in the 
mid-nineteenth c ntury wa a "!ar 
country. 

R equipt> d for hi work b.· a 
broad, if n t d p, du('ation, both ~en-

eral and Je i h, and a k en, p 1c ptiv. 
in elligence. He h d a br ezy, journ 1i ic 

erm.a11 ty1 of writing, well ad pted to 
hi1 purpo e , nd here llently tr· n -
lated by .. h-. R znikoff. 

s O car Handlin point out in hi in-
roduction, Benj min had a mor 1i tie 

turn of mind and a om ·hat provincial, 
old- orld ori nta ion, ?,hich prevented 
him from eein very profoundly into 
the n vr political nd ~ocial force at work 
in th. young Americ· n republic. Like 
mo t other Europ an ob rver of the 
pre-Civil War meric n c ne, he . 
nothing but r w, u ly m teriali ·m, po
litical corrup ion and cul ural ignoran ·e 

nd vulgarity. However, he was much 
more di cerning in his de:-:cription of he 
urfai:e detail of merican life, e pe fa1-

1y in California. His exp rience and ob
.• rvation1 in alifornia, mo tly an 
Frand co, form the large ·t and be t part 
of the book. He om time rises to a kind 
of cloquen~ in drawing hi picture of 
the color and the cea ele , hu tling ac
tivity of the "'Old rw.h d y . 

Oddly enou h, he is lea ·t lively and 
in ere ting when t lking about the Jew . 

or the fir t time in centuries, the Jew 
ere playing an important p rt in the 

building o! a gre st te, where they were 
re pected equal and frequentlr elected 
~ high office. On would think that uch 
an tm phere w uld h· ve bN'n int xi 
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c n ter; and the surface eddies were 
never mi ta! en for the deep-carrying 
ehannels of the faith. " Within this chap
ter the author makes clear the ignificance 
of many apparent contradictions in. Jew
i h religious thought and reveals their 

California 
eating to a Jew from Eur p . But ap
parently it wa n't. 

Benjamin i certainly interc.-l d in the 
,Tewi h communities, and he is tireless 
in the compilation of lists of the numerous 
c ngregations and charitable organiza
tiow; and their individu 1 members. Ther• 
i no doubt a. mine of sour e material 
here for the Jewish American hi torian. 
But for the non-specialist reader thes• 
list.s are merely boring. There is hardly 
a word about the secular activitie1 &t 
the J ws, even thou h the J wi. h contri
bution to the ettling nd building ot. 
Cali!o ni probably gre ter than 
anyw er I e in h Unit d State~. The 
n• on Io 1t il r on Benjamin' part 
is probubly o b found in th f cl that 
his pri al'y i t r in the Je ·i:-h com
munitiea -wa p rsonal; th t i , he w 
interested i hat they could or would 
contribu e to his own welfare and futun 
travels. Thu , h n he ha aid that a 
~iven communi y i g nerou or . ling:, to 
"th• tranger and the tr v 11 r," he ha.s 
aid everything. 

Despite the::;e hortcoming , the book 
remains the only account of J ewi h li!• 
in California al this time, and one of the 
most complete record• of the t te ju t 
before th ivil War. Th author ea 
only the excitement of the gold fever, 
but also the upru h of enthusia ·m for 
the c u e of the Union in the n wly ad
mitt d state. t the rt of the book 
Benjamin find th cau I of the "irre
pre ible conflict" in poor education and 
in the prevailing materiali m, but in Cali
fornia he Pems to have becom infect d 
him elf with a pa sion for the nion and 
ven n dmir tion for the new method• 

of public s hool education. It ia a pity 
th t his "'l"O in feeling for democracy 
n ver came to include the Chinese and 
the merican Indian . His contempt for 
the. races completely blind d him. to 
the value of their way1 of lif . In t ct, 
he peak of the Chinese in ex clly the 

me manner th t anti - emit s . peak ol 
the Jew . 

ith all his narrowne s and c entric
ity, Benjamin ia essenti lly &n a cura 
r porter, with a flair !or what i impor
tant in the . cene before him. For ex
ample, in his interviews wi h Bri~ham 
Young-unfortunatel1 brief- nd his hi -
ory of the .. Iormon religion, he gra p d 

the importance of this gr at movement. 
In his account of the San Fr nci co 'om
mittee of Vigil nee he shows an in!orm d 
under;:,tanding of frontier <'ondition 
though he is perhap1 a sh de too cred
ulous in at'cepting the e 1..•u • of the 
vigilante . 

U, in neral, hi.t writing are pr ju-
die d gain t the potentiali i and ctu
alities of the new world, the even s of 
the pa~t century h ve correct d similar 
rrors on the p rt of almost very Euro

p an tr vellcr. "Three Yean in m ri'a" 
ia not unwo1 thy to t nd a monum nt 
to the e rly hi tory of h t h b c me 
th grc' le l Jcwi ·h e<>mmunity in the 
" rld. 

December, 19GI 

JNWOMlogical 1lanno117 ia J ewisll Iii•. 
Th• final chapter expressea th inoocl 

of ih• book ill ita impact upoa th• re
lationship between Judaism and other re
ligion•. The uniquenes1 of Judaism doe• 
n~ preclude certain basie similaritie■ 
with other great religions. It ia witlt these 
similarities that we work in cooperation, 
but it is because of the differences that 
we mu t learn to respect each other and 
ourselves. In thi la t chapter there is 
thi1 memorable paragraph: "The one uni
versal God does not require one univer al 
church in which to be worshipped, but 
one universal devotion. In the realms of 
ascertainable facts, uniformity can be 
looked for. In the realms of art and 
philosophy theN can be only sincerity of 
quest and expression-only dedication. Re
ligion is the supreme art of humanity." 

Thia book will long be read and will 
exert an influence towards mutual under
st ndin between Judai m and Christian
itT and el!-under tanding among J ew 

Rabbi Free1,,of, ,piritu.a.l lea,der of Ro
tU/ Shalom Templ1, Pittsburgh., Pa., lt,u 
written exten,ivel~ C>J& Biblical an.d Ra.b
binie ,ubjecta. "Th, Re pon a Literature,. 
u tlw la.te,t of le.u works. 

Dina Doronne as the 
New Anne Frank 

A admirable feat i being per!orm d 
by Dina Doronne (Pc kin) in the al
most for bidding task of succeeding 

that teen-age geniu , Su an Stras berg, 
in the "Diary of Anne Frank" at the 
Cort Theatre. A sabra, born in Tel Aviv, 
Mis• Doronne became a member of Ha
bimah and wa1 cho en to play the 1 d 
in the fir t full-length I raeli film, "Th• 
Faithful City." She was sent here to 
study the American theatre., woon a 
scholarship to the N ighborhood Pl y
hou e and rec ntl7 found ultimate recog-
nition in bein~ off r d a s r'• part oa 
Broadway. 

Anne Frank • an id 1 role for h t 
may- be calJed tlM juvenil juvenil . Din 
Doronne givea i a pe r in a . uperb 
east of actor - 11 th fr . hne s anti 
awkw rdne I l a right t.hit en-ye r-ol 
and, in the second ct, a touching p r
!orman e of h r m t morpho i1 into the 
bud of a woman, with all the headlong 
cour ge, !e r, confu ion and magni!icenee 
of a first love. Judging from. thi accom
plishm nt there can be mall doubt of an 
outst nding future !or the young ctr 

Play Is Reminder 
Th imp ct of th play i1 

ever. It derivea mainly from the 
under ·tanding of the human 
healthy refusal to p rceive and ompr 
bend the aum-total of a crime like th• 
one committed b1 th• ,. azia. By r ducin 
th holocaust "° the tor:, of a family 
and, p rticularly, the f te o! an adole cent 
girl, the play ill able to pre ent the 
enormity of genocide in a palatable man~ 
ner, u it were, a manner that has a 
minimum of emotionalit7 and ii tender, 
often light and always without elf-pity. 

It i1 thia very virtue of und r tating 
the horror of what h pp ned not ao long 
age which act.a aa a reminder to tho 
who are inclined to let bygones be by
gone, and leads te the r alization that 
th• only balane. to the crime, the only 
growth that came out of it. un p ak bl 
vil n ·• ia not r mor e, or ev n re ·tit• 

tiOft, but the advent of the St. te ot I ·rael 
More than that, in w tching little bitter
s ect nne Frank, a.t least one member 
of the audience was struck by the righ~ 
n ·1 and inevitability ot Israel'• recent 
military action in Sinai, which fore ·t lled 

nother extermination threat and which 
temmcd from the resolve that never 

'?ev r a in sh 11 anybody be allowed ~ 
mdu~ge with impunity in the age old 
P lime f tortul'in~ nd killing J ws. 

R I l d~ Co tea 
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New York ZOA Regions-' Dillner 
$1,250,000 in Bonds 

,. I. •••••• , .. 
Jato Dugerou 
Positio■ - Ne■•-For Silver Raises 

The rai ing of $1,250,000 in Is
rael Bond investment funds in a 
special campaign conducted by 
the m tropolitan Regions of the 
ZO in honor of Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver was announced at the Sil
ver te timonial dinner held on 
Monday evening, December 17, 
in the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, 

yew York. 
Some 1,000 per ons-Zioni t 

leaders and key-workers-from 
the metropolitan area attended 
the dinner in tribute to Dr. Sil• 
ver's 50 historic years of Zionist 
devotion, held under the joint 
spon orship of the metropolitan 
ZO Regions and the Israel Bond 
Organization. 

In hi · addrer;;N, Dr. Silver cull
ed upon the . S. Government 
to take "forthl'ight leader hip" 
in the Unit d ati n to achieve 
a pl'ominent peace settlem nt in 
the liddle Ea t. Dr. Silver, an 
honorary president of the ZOA, 
who i chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Israel Bond 
Organization, as erted: 

"Our government should not 
wait until there is armed aggres
sion or until that 'innocent' vic
tim of aggre ion, asser, has 
had time to rebuild his badly 
shattered military e tabli hment, 
or until .. yria has had time to 
build p a va ·t ar enal of tank , 
plane and guns provided by the 
Soviet Union. It should pre s 
mo ·t energetically in the United 
•ation for action which will 

bring th rcpre entatives of the 
gove!'nmcnt • of the Near East 
together around a conference 
table for the settlement of all the 
out ·tanding i ues." 

Rabbi Irving Miller, chairman 
of th mcrican Zioni t Council, 
pre· ideJ al ti "' d1111H • ..\ n
nounc:ing the total amount of 
Bond · sold in Dr. Silver' honor, 
he declared that it gave "elo
quent evidence of the devotion 
of the Zionist movement to the 
cau e of I rael and reflects the 
profound determination of the 
American people to provide Israel 
with nece ary investment funds 
in order to meet the present 
train on its economy." 

Pre ent Plaque 
Dr. Emanuel eum nn, presi

dent of the ZOA, in presenting 
Dr. Silv r with a plaque, a silver 
map of I rael, which cited the 
Zioni t leader for "fifty rich, ful
filling and hi toric years of dedi
cated ervice and inspirational 
leadership in the cause of Zion
i m and a free and independent 

ta tc of Isra l," said: 
"Dr. ilver now stands upon 

an eminence that is beyond the 
prai e of hi admirers or the 
cri tici m of his detractors. He 
looms before us as a towering 
hi torical figure, one of the great
e t state men in Zionist history. 
Two name will be inscribed im
peri hably on the pages of our 
history, tho e of the two men who 
on two different fronts were 
jointly re ponsible for the estab
li hment of the State of Israel 
and who are it principal archi
tects: the one i the present 
Prime 1:ini ter of I rael, David 
Ben-Gurion; the other is our 
gue t of honor, Dr. Abba Hillel 

ilv r. 
"I rael and Zioni m have need 

of Dr. Silver today more than 
ever-have need of his wisdom, 
hi agacity, hi brilliant leader
ship, hi force and strength of 
character and above all, his in
domitable courage. For Israel i 
f cing iL grave t cri is since it 
inception!' 

Dr. eumann, warning again t 
any delay in attaining a peace 
s ttlement in the Middle Eu t 
empha ized the importance of 
bringing "the slronge t pre sure 

to bear upon the E yptian dic
tator ( ol. a ser) to arrive at 
a decent settlement of the Suez 

anal i ue and his conflict with 
Israel." 

A serting that the "real test
ing" of the United ation is yet 
to come, Dr. Silver told the din
ner: "It will soon come in the 

ar Ea t, and on it outcome 
will d pend th very survival of 
that international organization 
which was called int exi tence 
to pre erve the peace of the 
world." 

"The United Nation':. for e 
now being utilized in the Middle 
East," Dr. Silver addetl, "may 
ither help achieve a final olu

tion to the Middle Ea~t problem 
or, it may lead only lo a re tora
tion of the statu quo ante from 
which all the evil flow, and for 
a carte blanche to the diet t r 
.1.ra er to re ume all hi former 
dangerou adventures." 

Rabbi filler served a chair
man of the committee that ar-
1·anged the te timonial to Dr. 
Silver, with Dr. Neumann a 
honorary chairman. _\lbert Schiff 
wa trea urer of the dinner com• 
mittee and Abraham Goodman, 
chairman of the ational Execu
tive Council of the Z A, wa 
co-chairman. 

"Nothing ha o far happened," 
Dr. ilv r warn d, "to di courage 
. ·a. ser from beli ving that the 

.~ . force will re tore him to 
hi i rmer po ition and pre tige 
in the ear Ea t; hi commando 
free to range again aero the 
border of I r. el; hi blo kade 
again t Israeli shipping in the 
Suez and in the Gulf of qaba 
to remain in force; and he him-
elf free ot acquire again va t 
tore of weapon and munitions 

for an attack upon I rael. 
" 10w that our government ha 

con ·luded that the be~t h pe for 

peace in the Middle Ea ·t lies in 
the United ations and has re
solved to channel through it the 
con ideration of its problem -a 
procedure which it had not fol
lowed in the pa ·t, chosing rather 
to find them out ide the frame
work of the United Nation - it 
becomes increa ingly urgent for 

Dr. bba Hillel ilv r addre 
ing te timonial dinner tendered 
him by metropolitan Region of 
the ZO jointly with Israel Bond 
Organization at the Waldorf-

toria Hotel. eated from left 
to right are: Jacque Torczyner, 

ol. Baim Herzog, military Gov
ernor of Jeru alem, Dr. Jo ph 

chwartz, vice pre idenl of the 
I rael Bond Organization, bra
ham Goodman, Rabbi Irving Mil
ler and Dr. l..:manuel ,. eumann. 

Dr. bba Hillel ilver i , being 
pre nted with a pecial a\\ ard 
by Dr. Emanuel • •eumann, ZO 
})resident (right), at the te,., ti
monial dinner in tribute- to Or. 
, ih r' " ,30 yeari-. of devoted and 
I cn>ic Zioni,-,t l'rv it·,·." Looking 
on JS Rabbi lrYini; • I illcr (\t.'fl , 
chairman of the American Zioni t 

ouncil. 

our governm nt, whose authority 
and prestige in the Middle Ea t 
have been augment d by rec nt 
event , to take forthright leader• 
ship in the ni d ations to 
achieve olution which will be in 
keeping with its expre~:sed de-

ire for impat'tial frien<.l ' hip to 
all concerned." 

Travel ZOA 

The view that the "United 
States is being maneuvered 
into a most dangerous situa
tion, as a major partner of 
the Bandung Powers" wa. ex
pressed by Dr. Emanuel N u
mann, ZOA pre ident, in an 
address before the Pre ident • 
Conference of 17 national Jew
ish organization rec ntly 
held in the Hotel Delm nic'>, 
New York. 

Dr. Neumann, who pre id d 
over the second day mornin 
session of the conference, id 
that "we may soon have t 
make our choice betwe n th 
Asian-Arab bloc and our Eu
ropean allie from wh m w 
are being e. tl'angecl." 

He further warned that "if 
Middle Eastern oil i:-; di t t
ing our nation l poli y, w 
are heading for tht collap,., 
of the international :-y,;t m of 
defense so laboriously c n-
structed." 

"All the oil of .-\rahia wilt 
not compensate for the br • k
up of the Atlantic . Iii nc , 
the corner tone of our nati n
al security," he aid. 

PHILADELPHL , Pa. 
Neumann addre sed 
mobilization rally pon~ r 
the Philadelphia Zioni ~t Or ni
zation. More than 1,000 p r-; ns 
crowded into the Y:\I-YWHA 
building h ard the ZOA pre::;i ent 
warn that Soviet Ru ~sia is p] y
ing for the "highe t lake " in 
the Middle Ea t in it plan f r 
world domination. "If they c n 
take over the Middle East n t 
ju t politically but militarily 
both Africa and A: ia will ' 
theirs and the cause of th fr• 
world will be nigh doom<'d." H _ 
charged that the 'nit,•d ·1t >3 
played into Ru:; ·ian hand· by 
failing to ha]{; tlw .'ovi .. ,t mil, try 
build-up in the Arab countrie . 

Th<> rally, ·hich w ,; 1· i,l 
over by An oltl (.;11 :,,ou, -.., p1 ,.,j_ 
dent of the Philadelphia Z , 
was al o addr ed by Di· rid 
A ttorncy Victor H. Blanc • nd 
Councilman Samuel Ro · . 

Give to 
UJA 

ZOA TOURIST DEPT. 
1 • accepting r s rYali n: for l u1·: • nd indi\'i lual trip 

PASSOVER 
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I ABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
Fifty Years of Zionism 

by Rabbi Leon I . Feuer 

The Zionist world observes this year the completion of fifty years of service 
to Zionism by Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver . That service has in many respects been 
unique, and has received richly deserved recocnition in many forms, both on the 
part of the Zionist movement which he led during the most eventful and creative 
period of its history, and of the citizens of the State of IsraelJ for vhose 
existence he is in no small measure reap naible . 

For a substantial ,)art of that half century, the writer has had the priviler;e 
of being closely associated with him, both as a professional colleague and as a 
Zionist comrade . He thus had the opportunity of observins him at close range 
particularly durinG those turbulent, trjumphant, tracic, and crises -laden years 
from 1943-1948 ,,hen Jews were being murlered by the millions in Europe, '\Then 
the successful effort to win the support of American public opinion and of the 
government of the United States culminate1 in the decision of the United Nations 
favoring the establishment of the Jewish State . He may, therefore, be able to 
contribute. a, so~ewhat more peroonal Glimpse into the nature and quality of 
Rabbi Silver ' s leadership . 

His notable intellectual and spiritual contributions to the philosophy and 
literature of Zionism are a significent part of the history of this era . They 
are reflected in his published addre"'ses, .. apers, and essays which d.eul with 
every aspect of our movement historical, political, and rel ieious . His is a 
total, conclusive, clear, and consistent philosophy of Z onism} com in ng in a 
well articulated synthesis the political insiGht of Herzl, the spiritual vi~1on 
of Achad Ha -Am_ but most im:portant, the classic impulses of Judaism. The b~"ic 
theme of his thought is his emph~tic, and from the historical viev oint correct 
insistence that Zionism is an expression of the drive of Jewish destiny, that it 
is more than _hilanthropy, that it includes aG inteGral but also transcends the 
Je~rish State; that it is in brief the quest of the Jewish people as a unity, in 
and outside the lend: for its Messianic coal . That i why he, and those of ,us 
who agree with him, cannot accept the narrow Ben Gurion thesis that only those 
who settle physically in Israel are entitled to call themselves Zionists . 

It ·was. hmrnve!', in the ycal:'S of stru~gle for the establishment of the 
Jewish otate that he proved hjs mettle as a Iieerlees leader of his people . Ob 
servinJ him and "l'Torl'"inc with him was an unforcettable experience . In the ~ost 
tempestuous and dangerous moments, his iron nerve and resolve never deserted him. 
His closely reasoned analysis of political trends , supported by painstakinr; 
documentation, :persuaded the friendly and refuted the inimical . His flamin0 
wordn and m1eepine eloquence sust ined the hope and courage of his fellow Jews . 
He possessed ru1 uncann prescience for FOlitical developments, a remarkable sense 
oft ming for e.JC!)loitinc the etratecic moment to press home an advantage . He 
was never daunted bj o:pposi tion, either from Ti thin or without the camp . He 
never surrendered to expediency, nor compromised for the sake of a transient 
popularity , The goal rae to him all im )rtant, and the straight line to it the 
shortest distance . Unlike some Zionist leaders) he was not overawed by per ons 
i hiGh places or surmisaive to their flattery . His motives never became mixed 
with other considerations . Under the then prevailing ci rcumstances of World War 
and niversal Jevish t~agedy only uch dln 1le - 1inded leadership could have 
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accomplished the end. American Zionism and World Jewry were indeed singularly 
fortunate that it was available in the person of Abba Hillel Silver. 

One cannot resist the tem:9tation, in these present hours of stress. to 
add a somewhat wistful :9ostscript. His contention a decade ago, that the 
position taken by the United States in relation to Israel ie and for a long 
time will be the crucial factor in determining the outcome of issues, has 
been heavily underscored by recent develo~ments. The public relations activity 
of the Zionist movement (and of its collaborating organizations) in this 
country has been marked by inadequacy, temerity, lack of sco:pe, :planning, and 
lons-range direction. To call it chaotic and ab extempore is to ~ut the lrindest 
interpretation upon it. A multiplicity of organizations and leaders, councils 
and committees, consultative and cross-consultative bodies are mounted and 
galloping in all directions. The overall impression is confusing, and it will 
be a miracle if the ultimate results are not damaging. How can one help uttering 
what so many of us are desperately thinking - if only Abba Hillel Silver were 
at the helm today? 

In any event, '\That he is and what he has achieved in the half century of 
effort into uhich he has poured his amazing c;ifts of mind, body, and spirit , 
without a moment 1s consideration of the cost to his health - lavishly and '\Tith 
incomparable devotion - these will be written large in the annals of the 
Jewish people. 

' t 

---------------------------, 
NEWS FROM ISRAEL ' 

French Foreign Minister Pineau Addresses ZIJA UN Conference 

NEW YORK (ZINS) - Christian Pineau, ForeiBn Minister of France, 
and other top members of the French Delegation to the United 
Nations, addressed a conference of ZOA leaders at United 
Nations Headquarters in New York. The conference was called 
under the auspices of the ZOA Committee for United Nations Affairs , ' 

1 under the Chairmanship of Moses Schonfeld who presided. 

Other French statesmen ·who spoke at the conference were M. G. 
Geor~e-PicotJ permanent head of the French Delegation at the UN, 
and M. Champlix, France's Secretary of State for Algerian 
Affairs, who gave an off-the-record review of the present 
political situation. 

ZOA President, Dr. Emanuel Neumann, and Messrs. Abraham Goodman 
and Harry Torczyner replied in behalf of the ZOA. 150 WA 
leaders from the New York metropolitan area attended the 
conference. A previous ZOA conference at the UN was held with 
the 9artici9ation of the Israel UN Delegation. 
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Mias Rebekah Kohn 
President, Tikvath Israel of the 
Seventh Zionist District 
4~ Riverside Drive 
Neu York, N. Y. 

Dear Rebekah: 

January 24, 1957 

It Gives me ereat pleasure to acknowledt3e Tikvath Israel'f-l first contri
bution for the purchase of books for the Kfar Silver Library to be locat-
ed in the future Dr. Emanuel Neum Culture House. 

Gideon Patt gave ffie a check in the a~ount of 200. in behalf of your 
District which I forwarded to our Accounting Department. You w .11 Get 
their official receipt shortly. 

rn s ~oney, which I understand is ov9r e..nd above your Dt trict" uoual 
J,Z£ fund r is'nG, will re reffiitt9d by us to Kf~r s lver for the ~ur-
c ase of books in Isreel. Gideon ro ised to su :ply me with printed 
hook plates to be p~sted in every single volUIL.P, in rder to ir~icat~ 
ttn.t tl:i is yo LIT Dis tr ict'f-3 contribution. 

I am delighted, indeed, to see Tikvath Israel pion ering in the effort 
of establishing the Kfar Silver Library, and I sincerely hope tl:is s 
01:ly e ~ • ,:, i1:ninJ . 

P .... ~ ~SA A.ccept my we.rm.est ersonal regr-trdo ar.d convey my greAt ings to 
the ~ember8 of y ur Di,trict. 

Leon Ilutovich 
Assistant Ex cutive I'ir ctor 

LI:fhc 

- 17 -
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uite 306, Harvey Blng. 
1370 Washington Avenue 
Miami Beach, Florida 

February 6, 1957 

Rabbi Abba Hillel ilver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear nr. Silver : 

We h~ve been trying to reach you by telephone 
in orner to fj n out whether you could be with us at our ZOA 
Israel Bona Breakfast on Friday February 15th at 9:15 A.M. at 
the Hotel Fontainebleau, Miami Beach. 

we have learned th~t you are planning to 
arrive here at 2:15 P.M. on the same day. We considered imme
diately whether we coulo have a reception for you instead, but 
were tol that this is ina~viseable because the Friday afternoon 
is very short ana the people no not leave the Beaches until late 
afternoon ann the Shabath starts at 6 P.M. (Ana planes are often 
oelayed.) Saturday afternoon is equally bad as the big Bona 
Dinner is preceoea by a general cocktail party and again we would 
not get an attendance on an early afternoon. 

You will unaerstano tha t all of us are most 
anxious to have you with us. It makes all the oifference. 
Personally I can only hope that you will find it possible to 
get away from New York Thursaay evening and be with us on Fria~y 
morning. You know that the ZOA needs every little bit of support 
it can get and I know you will help us if you can make it at all 
possible. 

With warm personal regards, 

Affectionately, 

Nettie Eisner 



ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 145 EAST 32nd STREET NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

To: 

from: 

Subiecl: 

ZOA DISTRICT AND REGIONAL LEADERS Date: 
March 6, 1957 

HAROLD P. MANSON 

AMERICA 'S MORAL COMM!TMENTS TO ISRAEL 

The order to withdraw Israel's troops from Gaza and Sharm el Sheikh was, in 
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion's own words, "a.n act of faith" in the United Nations 
and especially in the United States. American public opinion, which reacted so 
vigorously and definitively against the attempts to impose sanctions on Israel, 
must now ensure that Israel's faith in our country will be vindicated. 

An up-to-date ana.ly$iS of the situation will be sent to you shortly. However, 
we wish to avoid any delay in calling yo~~ attention to the all-important 
point -- the grave obligation that has been assumed by the U.S. Government 
which should be driven home in all phases of you:r public relations work. 

Dr. Neumann's Comment 

This factor was stressed in the brief comment which Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Presi
dent of the ZOA, made upon his departure yesterday for Jerusalem, where he will 
participate in the deliberations of the Jewish Agency Executive. Dr. Neumann 
expressed the hope that the announced Israeli withdrawal will be accompanied by 
such further action as will ensure Israel's future seciz:S.ty and freedom of na.vi· 
gation. He declared that this is a solemn responsibility of the United Nations 
and of the United States in particular, and that the U~S. Government's moral 
conmitments to Israel must be fully implemented without delay. 

Statement by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

On Sunday, March 3, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver delivered a major address in Clevelar 
on the subject of American policy toward Israel. You will, I am sure, be deepl~ 
interested in his comments, as reported on the front page of the Cleveland Plail 
Dealer of March 4. Excerpts of this digest of Dr. Silver's address follow: 

l 1 ---, 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver yesterday denounced what he termed "the 

tragic mistake" of the administration in supporting sanctions for 
Israel despite opposition of leaders of the President's own party. 

America's oil diplomacy in the Middle East ran a.foul of Israel and 
in one blind moment the United States was ready to destroy the tiny state 
both economically and politically, the rabbi asserted in his sermon at the 
the Temple. 

He emphasiZP.d that Israel's offer to withdraw hP.r troops from Egyp
tian tP.rritory was being held up because of lack of clarity in America's 
stand on the situation. 

''America's response to Israel's offer was of a character to shake 
the confidence of Israel in the United States government and caused to
day's new cris~.s, 11 he said. 

The internationally known rabbi underscored that recent negotia
tions had not resolved a single basic issue that had agitated the Israeli 

- more -
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frontier for the last eieht years, leaving the eituati0n ~ractically 
where it was before the Israeli invasion of October. 

He asserted America and the U. N. did nothing even thouGh both knew 
the Arabs were building up a massive army, blocking Israeli shipping in 
the Suez Canal and the straits of Aqaba and constantly harassing Israeli 
border settlements. 

11 It seems to me as a layman that the United States is S!)eaking out 
of both sides of its mouth 1n the :present Middle Fast crisis," he said. 

"The reaction in Israel to this is negative. It has ma.de the posi
tion of Prime Minister David ~en-Gurion most difficult in his own country, 
where he has been workine; hard to achieve agreement." 

Dr. Silver added that Israel did not have to make her offer to with
draw, since the threatened sanctions could never have been im,osed. 

The rabbi warned that if formalism and legal dialectics were used to 
whittle .America's moral commitments to Israel, the situation could de
teriorate ra~idly. 

Many grave obliaations have been assumed by the United States in 
calling upon Israel to quit her present advantaeeous 9osition, moral ob
liBations to see that Israel is not sacrificed to serve other interests, 
he said. 

"It boils dovm to a case of confidence, a confid:ence in the United 
States to which Israel still clings in spite of repeated disillusion
ment, 11 he continued. 

"We hope this conf j_dence will not be betrayed. 11 

Rabbi Silver hailed the speech of Israel's forei6n minister, Golda 
Meir, to the U. N. on Fridc,y, in which the off er to ui thdraw, based on 
assumptions of U. N. coo~eration, was made. 

He emphasized he was Qlad to see the talk folloued by a moral 
appeal by her to Israel's nei@lbors to turn over a nev leaf and unite in 
a fi t ht on poverty by aimine all their efforts toward the development and 
progress of the Middle Fast. 

These ·were memorable words, spoken with statesmanship, he said. If 
this spirit prevails, he asserted, a new climate will have been estab
l i shed to settle all issues in the area. 

"No one wants to see the solu.tion of a problem by f orce," he said. 
"But when one is continuously attacked by force and Gets no help from 
the U. N. there is no recourse but to defend oneself by force." 

He added he thought Israel had gained in the esteem of mankind by 
show1n6 an ability to fi@lt for her ric}lts as well as her dis~lay of 
statesmanship and com,romise. 

Hard days are still ahead for the Holy Land even after the with
drawal of her forces, he said. A peace must still be ·,negotiated, which 
the Arabs have refused to do for eiLht years. 

- more -
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These negotiations will have a prospect for success only if the 
strength of America is thrown into the bale.nee on the side of justice 
and fair play--if our attitude is not dictated only by the oil inter
ests, the rabbi asserted. 

"There has been much blundering in the councils of our government,1' 
he said. "But some leaders have insight and understanding. We hope 
American public opinion will continue to guide these leaders in this most 
important e.rea. 11 

I am sure that you will put this material to good use. 

Regards. 

HPM:ha 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
e/ o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 8, 1957 

I trust that this letter finds you and your family in the best of 
health. 

I am always under the impression that you regard my letters as 
invariably accompanied by requests. The fact of the matter is, I have 
no alternative. Such is my sad lot in life. 

My first reason for writing this letter i s based upon a telephone 
call from Max Bressler in Florida. He te lls me t hat he called you by 
phone and you requested a letter in writing; t he details of a possible 
national ZOA-UJA Conference in Cleveland on pri l 6 and 7. The purpose 
of the conference would be to launch officially national ZOA-UJA activities. 

We are now engaged in intensifying our OJA and Bond efforts. There 
seems to be a great deal of promise in these endeavors. Harry Shapiro has 
been assigned by the OJA to assist us in that aspect of our work. Harry, 
Max and I talked the matter over in Florida and felt that it would be most 
helpful if the conference was held in Cleveland based upon your call to 
the communities at large. We would expect to have representatives from 
every Region. To this group, we would add the members of the National 
Executive Council, since it would be most opportune to convene the meeting 
of that body at the same time. The conference and the meeting of the 
Council would coincide with the return of Dr. Neumann from the meeting of 
the Executive in Jerusalem. It seems to us that the circumstances would 
lend themselves to a most happy event and provide us with the enthusiasm 
and stimulation for a real produetive UJA activity. 

My second request deals with your visit to Boston on behalf of the 
combined Jewish Appeal there on March 20 and 21. We are in the devil's 
dilemma. The work-up of the campaign in that community and the shifting 
of the campaign to the Spring has precluded all other activities for fund 
raising. This puts a terrible dent into our income. It was our idea that 
a parlor meeting, held informally, at the home of one of our major contribu
tors would prove most productive. It may possibly held in the form of a 
luncheon. It would coincide with your visit to Boston. 

l110I I 0 ~/,10, /, ...... ,011, 111 
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Our idea is to secure contributions from those Zionist stalwarts 
who normally would make their contributions over and above their con
tributions to the combined Jewish Appeal. It would be in the nature 
of a collection "on the spot." It could be held either on larch 20 
or larch 21. 

I do !cnow that you normally do not accept this type of engagement, 
but I sincerely believe that a meeting of this nature would be most 
productive. It would overcome the twelve-month campaigning disability 
which we are operating under in connection with the raising of American 
Zionist Fun~s for our projects, both in Israel and in this country, in 
the fair city of Boston. 

I hate to bother you with so many details in the course of a busy 
day, but I guess that it is my lot in life. 

My affectionate regards to you and the family. 

SM/fs 

s 
1reetor 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
rhe Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ear Doctor Silver : 

16, Ma111chasett1 -- COpley 7-360! 

rch 8 , 1957 

It was a pleasure and a joy to talk with you Ere, Shabbath 
nd I a~ sorry to have troubl you, but since you ~re 

:.,Oing to be in Boston for the Ne,r Century Club, ·rednesday 
evening, March 20 , it is virtu lly incon eiv~ble that ,e , 
the Zionists, should not be afforded an opoortunity to 
honor you at this occasion. 

Of course, a numbe~ of our Zionists will be present at the 
Je Centu Club dinner, but since this club c nsists of 
professional men such s doctor , la ryers, engineers and 
the like, the Zionist lea ershi. as uch will not be there 
'!•Tith the ex tion of a fe· of us. 

And particularly since Dr . . eu has been urging us to 
l'Tt3ke as v,rge contribution a .. ~ossible for the American 
Zionist Fund, re thought this ould be r.i supe b opportunity 
to call a number of our chosen substantial leaders o the 
sake o bringing together a fairly lar 0 e sum for the A.Z.F. 
to be sent at once to Dr. .. eumann, in ·e·•· Y0rk, in onor of 
your visit. I think in your honor r.;e can raise $15, 0:)0 . 

Hence, rry request that if at all humanly possible. if I may 
say, we be permitted to arrangP a luncheon in your honor 
either ~-.ednesday, !arch 20, Rt one o'clock, a t the Harv rd 
Club, or fhurs ay morning, ':'1rch 21, a breakfast in case 
you cannot stay rhursday for luncheon. 

You know I would never pressure you i not fort sake of 
our efforts to raise a substant'al sum for the A.Z.F. through 
your presence. 

If only e had known you were at all available, e rvou ld hav~ 
long ago invited you to bP our ...,uest of hon rat our Convention 
b~nquet Sunday even·ng , June?, but I never ared to presume 
to trouble you or I kno"v pr tty w 11 the urden that you 1ave 
been carrying. 

I trust you •-1ill forgive rr.y 
either th lunche n on \e 
or luncheon n Thurs ay, 

sand ·nsistence to srrAnge 
y, Earch 0 or hE> bre kfast 

rch 21 . 



( r. Abba • lel Silver) ·-:arcn , 1957 

•, it sincere t be t is es nd ho'). ng n pr yin God will continue 
to ive yo lt1 and st engt s of yore to lea our e pl and 
to e it chiefs okesman, I a., ,'th Zion's reetinJs, ev 

k ithfully yo s, 

Joseph S. Shubo~ 
sident 

. S. I· ould like to suggest fu~ther that a e ing under our 
atis ices dll so a ford us a . uch gre"'ter o. por~ ·ni y or 
w-1.de press reco nition, •,rith you as our ue...,t of onor, t 1 
I t r.ink will be os5ible thr0ugh the chan els of the e ,T Century 
~lu hose influence is not .::lS ni ·er-sally felt as th:it o~ ou 
r ther m:i li tant Zionis constitue cy . r\nd today, you knm-, better 
han any· oay, s good press. ,ood . t lie r e lations, are i t.-- for a 
e~ter corr- Jrehension of our oosition as -·o ·s s ·n Ame.··ca and - . 

~s de~ nders of the St te of Israel . 

0 ai on yo . 



. Si ne;r ark, 
hecut.iTe ir etor 

ch 12, 19S7 

Zionist OrA1nisation or rica 
lhS st 82nd treet 
tin York 16, ff'II York 

'1 dear ~1dn 

I wish 1 could comp~ with your requeat con • ned 
or c 6th. Tntortunatel,y. I cannot o i. 

704rlett.er 

I will be in J3oston ju t tor tew boura d as t aa a Re,t:lonal 
Conterenc in Cleftland is concerned, baftn•t t nor the 

ner,or tor it.. shall be in the idat ot our Cleftland United 
Jnieb Appeal Campaign in pril. 

I aorry tbat I c nnot ccat> 'Y. 

t.h all good wiebu, I remain 

18Ssel 

verr c~ 7011ra• 

ABU HIIJ.IL SILV 



b 15, 19S7 

~. Sidney arka 
Zionist .__...._ n of I rica 

---1Jlit:"1s~- st t 
- York, York 

dear Sidneya 

Tbrcugti tr courtesy ot • ~auel R. velber 0£ 17Ll ■t 2$tb 
Street the enclo ed contri utions to t Zion1 t nizstio ot 

me c FUnd have e de 1 

100;00 c- H. ber, 1741 
41 100.00 ttner, St . C 

20020 t. 
200.00 o r orris• 705 'n·on C 

upply Co. 

Plea aclmow~ the contributi.1ns to the i vi ls. 

th all good wis a, I 

ABS1■l 
enol. 

Very cordi 11 y your a• 

ABBl HILLIL SIL 
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Dr. Abba Hilel Siver 
The Temple, E. 105 St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

March 26, 1957 I 

A Group of us old time Zionists, each of 
us having the degree of B.B. ( Before Balfour) 
were sitting tfe other day and as usual we 
talked SHOP, srael, the present situation 
and American d plomacy. 

We were talking Zionist Leaders and how few new 
faces we have developed in the last 40- 50 years, 
and the cail.bre of leaders we do have. 

Suddenly some one mention Dr. Abba Hilel 
Silver and all of us in unison I What happened 
to Silver- what is he doing to-day at the present 
crisis, £;hind the scene activity is not enough. 
Where is powerful voice, where is the tribune 
of our movement, of American Jewry and where 
was silver at Madison Square Garden? No one 
knew the answer and we were not playing guessing 
games. 
The group urged me amd insisted that I should 
write to you and aRk you these few questions. 

Dear Dr. SSlver, we realize that you are a busy 
man, but we are all veterans in the m<iement and 
merit consideration. 

With all good Eishes that you may 
serve and lead for many years 

For Zion free and happy 

For the group 
~ '. ~,w~ 

Max M. Uberman 



Dr. Abla illel Silver - For your inform.ition, 

Hnrold 

March 26, 1957 

Rabbi Philips. Bernstein, Chairman 
American Zionist Committee for Public Affairs 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Phil: 

We regret the necessity of advising you that the representatives of the 
Zionist Organization of America are unable to participate in tomorrow's 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the AmP.rfcan Zionist C011111ittee for 
Public Affairs. 

The meeting has been called for the express purpose of finalizing action 
on the suhcomittee report favoring the change-of-name proposal, which would 
eliminate the word "Zionist'' from the Co1?1Dittee 1 s name. The vie"s of the 
Zionist Organization of America, as expressed by its National Exeeative 
Council and as stated at successivP. meetings of the Public Affairs Committ~ 
by the ZO\'s representatives, are well kno n to y1u. We hold that Zionism -
its name and its message -- should be proudl asserted, particularly at a 
time when it is under attack. We can only regret that our position on the 
change-of-name proposal, which position we continue to regard as sound and 
correct, has evidently not prevailed. 

Since our Organization has decided to suspend the participation of its 
representatives in the Public Affairs Committee in the event that the new 
name is voted, and since the determination to proceed with the change has 
been made clear to us, you will surely appreciate our inability to participate. 

With warmest personal regards, I am 

Cordially yours, 

Harold P. anson 

HPl:ba 
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• Gideon Patt, ctcr 
t. tor Youth ctiviti a 

Zionist ganiut on or merica 
lhS t 32nd .reet 

York 16, vork 

dear Fri n: 

I wish I e 
article for 
is o 
1nnu 
cannot 
time to co • 

th a 1 oo" 

.lHSaal 

' ~ 1n 

8 

HII. 

J ., (') 

' 
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Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temnle 
East 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Obi'"' 

Dear r . Siver: 

April 2, 1957 

1/e received here c ooy of a letter dated March 25 , sent by a gr oup of Kfar 
Si .rer students t o you i n connection 'With the decision of the Curatorium 
to dismiss the headmaster, ?-T . Arieh Kotzer, effective the beginning of 
the next school year in eotember. 

'T'he copy ,-1as a c companied y a etter f r om t.he same students to Dr. ~ eumann, 
a s'in~ for a si~ilar interrention in hehalf of r. Katzer. 

eed es to say, neither the ZOA nor the Kfar c i ·er Curatorium will , as a 
matter of orinciole , disc1rns with the students the our stion of apnointMents 
and r . eumann to<iay sent a s ort letter adriressed to the students thankin<" 
t hem fort _eir communication, expressinp pr atification at their inter~st 
in the school and addin that any decisions arri ed at by the Kfar ;jimver 
Curator ium and by the ZOA dministrati01 -will be taken in the best interests 
of the school and its future . 

I sent Dr. Neumann ' s brief reply to Mr . Chaim ~anieli , chairman of the 
Curatorium, leav ing i t up to him either to deliver Dr. Neu~nn ' s reply 
or to reply in ½eha lf of the Z OA in his own name . 

I thought you would like to ha e this information . 

:..Jith warmest regards , I a:n, 

LI /mf 

Ieon 
Assis 

sincerely , 

~ 
utorich 
nt Executive Directo r 



. 
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This is a flf'II-Tate 
Telegram or Cable
gram unless its de
ferred character is in
dicated by a suitable 
aymbol above or pre
ceding the address. 

UNION 
W P. MARSHALL. PRESIDENT 

- -
GQ CLA008 NL PD=NEW YORK fY 

DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= 

APR a= of oriKin. Time or receipt 1s STANDARD TIME. ( 4 5 ) • n 

•r q /. 
• I - t l.,; 

·DLR THE TEt.,PLE== 

THE ZIOtJIST ORGANIZATION OF A"1lERICA RECORDS .ITS PROFOIND 

REGRETS IN THE PASS ING OF DR FRED FALf1lAN r1Er.1BER OF ITS 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND SECRt.TARY OF THE CLEVELAND 

ZIONIST SOCIETY. STALWART ZIONIST DEVOTED J W CONSECRATES TO 

THE UP BU I L D I NG OF I S RAEL AND J - ;JR Y 9 H E H AS \ ! R ITT E N A 

SPLENDID PAGE JN THE HISTORY OF HIS PEOPLE • . IS VISE COUNSEL 

WILL BE SORELY MISS D Ir THE DAYS AHEAD MAY HIS WIFE BE 

car 1FORTED '· N HER BERE AV EUE NT A. 0 NG TBE .10 UR NERS OF ZION AND 

JERUSALEM• MILTON SILBERi1AN VICE PRESIDENT OF THE ZIONIST 

ORGANIZATIO~r OF Ar1ERICA \'/ILL REPRESENT TH ADHINISTRATION 

AND nEv1BERSHIP IN PAYING ITS RESPECTS AT THE SERVI_CES FOR . 

THE DEPARTED= 

:DR EAANUEL NEUMANN PRESIDENT DR SIDNEY MARKS SECRETARY= 

TBIC COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS PRO ITS P.(TBO. ·s co. ·ci:a. "INO ITS BaBVICS 



pril 15, 1957 

Dr. idney ks 
Zionist ganizati n ot r:tca 
IL, act 32nd .. treet 

ew York 16., York 

1'y ear id ye 

I am nclosin n citional two chP.c t t spec· l z.o . 
fund . Plea e c:m l · d th • 

ith warmest greetin~ ~r th 

AHS tal 
encl. 

< over ea n, reim1.n 

AB HIL 

ch: #26Lll The Fe1j rran Bros . Co . l00 . 00 (4/1/57) 
ch : #3558 The Kahn Plumbing & Heating Co . (3/21/57) 25. oo 
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ZIONISTS, N. Y. 
l DA IEL FRJS(H ST., TEL-AVIV 

Cable A,idreu : ZO;\OI ISE. TELAVIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • NEW YORK 16, N.Y. MURRAY HILL 3-9201 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street at Ansel Rd., 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 18 1957 

Many thanks for your letter dated April 15th together 
with the two checks. They are most helpful. 

I trust that this letter finds you and your family in 
the best of health and spirits. Please extend to tht11t my 
best wishes for a happy Passover. 

SM/fs 

With affectionate regards, 

. Dr. Sidney Mark ..,,..~ 
Executive Director 



pril 26, 19S7 

rks, xecutive Directer 
Zionist """-•..,,isation of rica 
lh5 et 32nd Street 

Tort l , York 

dear idneyt 

1th the . ~in,, f r. F lkmlln, the Cleveland 7.ionist ... ociety 1• 
taced with the ~ri us .. roblem or finding so ne ho 11 be able 
t,, take o r th -~~.....- f thi ve_ r ,hru nd nergeti c Secretary. 

e had a meeting oft of 
interim •~ngements It wa 
lar19 ?Jblic meet· cie+ r; 

y a d , . , t, s • e 11 

st evening at which 
t1e 0oar hat a 
1.- .... ti e :.~ 

I won Mn t. av~ la ~ O'Jtstand.:ng 
penonality dur e>.onth of y who c ld addre"'s uch a 
11Nting - rhAps p . • n . t vis· tor ~ l"" 1 or 
important nawspa r reporter fresh ro t! ~cene. lease lat 
• know. 

th all good shes, I remain 

Very oordial our , 

HILI L LV 
AHS1al 



I 

April 6, 19'.>7 

• Leon I lutovich 
saistant e uti~ irector 

Zionist r nizatir: of meri. ca 
145 aat .)2nd reet 
'n o ,1~ 6, Yorl: 

llydar o: 

Thank yoo. for your e ter or Ap 1 2nd. 1 be nt .rested 
to know by t 
matter of di 
1.ntonaation? 

ori ~r ar '41 r action in t 
• ri h Kotur. Have you receind q-

th all oa ishes Ir n 

er:, cor a ours. 

A aal 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

April 29, 1957 

Many thanks for your letter dated April 26th. It was 
good to hear from you. 

We are working on the matter of the speaker for the 
Cleveland Zionist Society. 

Accept these assurances of my interest. 

My affectionate regards. 

SM/br 

Dr. Sidney~ 
Executive, Director 



C.Allf .ADDHSS: 

ZIO.,_,ISTS, N. Y. " ~ . 
IN 1511,U:L : 

I DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV 

Cable Addros: ZOAOIJ 'E. TELAVIV 

1,s EAST 32ND STREET • NEW YORK 16, N.Y. • MURRAY Hill 3-9201 

Rabbi 1bba Hi llel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St . & Msel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi 3ilv€r : 

1ay 13 , 1957 

The • ay issue of our o.C :icial 1Jublic-...tion , "The Young Zionist" will 
be devoted to the Ninth .Anniversery of the birth of the Jewish State. 

Two men, six t housand miles apart , kept a rendezvous with dt..st·ny in 
1948. I refer , of course , to the vali nt c,dership of David Ben 
Gurion in Israel , ~nd y ur mil~tant , cisi e leadersl~p on the £ i 
can scene . I have written to tl~ Prime ..inister of I~rael , asking him 
to 1,,1rite an nrticle for the next issue of ur publication, w 1ich goes 
to prE.ss on . pril 10th , entitled II Jine Yer rs of Stateho,_d. 11 

I e~rnc;;stly enlist you1· coo 1er.:. tion in 
issue , on the same to?ic , from the poi 
who helo~d bring the St·:.e into being. 
issue of "The Young Zionist 11 and co: ics 

writing an nrticle for th; t same 
t of view of the American leaoer 

.J.:.~close you will find the latest 
of t.he f" rst three issues . 

i•~ay I anticipate th ·,t yuu will honor us Hi vh an • rticle of about fifteen 
hundrdd vrords, n t l,tcr tan lpril loth . 

G /c 
.nc . 4 

() J. 

Gideon .Latt , Jircctor 
Dept . ;or Youth ~ctivi i ~s 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105 St. at .Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 
2!50 WEST 57TH STREET 

SUITE 413 

NEW YORK 19. N. Y. 

JUDSON 2-2610 

Mey- 29, 1957 

I am enclosing copy of a letter I have sent to Dr. 
Schwartz which speaks for itself. I am most anxious to avoid 
this connict of dates and, as it were, of loyalties. Could 
you possibly telephone Dr. Schwartz about it? 

I don't know whether it would be possible to get the 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel to change the date of our convention for 
the following weekend. I note that it is the weekend immediately 
preceding Rosh Hashonah. Would it be possible, in that case, for 
you to attend? '!his is an important consideration. Please treat 
this paragraph as confidential and not mention it to Schwartz if 
you speak to him, since it is actually quite unlike:cy that we would 
be able to make the change. 

With wannest regards, as ever, 

Yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 
EN:'IM 



. . 

r 

/ Cow - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

DI'. Jo•• lllilallutll 
Daftlopr;ut lol-p. tor Ianel 
21,raartaa, .... 
■• Jon, •• t. 

Deu Dr. 9ellvarua 

..., 29, 19'1 

I • de~ dlaVMHCI bJ tile 11Df•tua te eoatllot of datu 
b•twe• •• lat.t.aaal Galff•Uca of •• IOA .. .. •uau1 ... 
Ooat•NIIN• 11l• date ot •• b 0.ftllt.lOD w.a Mt 11011tha ap 
Uld 1111tt.1 tb• otller •• ndtbel' I IICI' the oth• otfteen ot t.b• 
10& had-, lnJrlln1 aballt the date ot t.be load CoateNaoe. 

ltaw ~ looked lalo the poN1bll1t, ot •1tuaa the 
IQ& GaawnU.•, bit lt app1an to be illpou1bl•, tor aur naN11a. 
Olla et tbe •••--• la tu ft.MDdal loN 1'&1• Wll1d be 111Tolftd -
W lD •• .... of the m&, t.bla l• aot a l'acltlil>l• taotor. 

It ,,.ld be tnato it• oealdentil.e llllillti• of OIII' aotlft 
WOiian ..S lMden 'W01l14 b• ••bla to at d tlle load Oalltenaee, 
t• - ..it lilDI to 10 all Ollt tor l t. Al it, happ••· tbl• v1l1 
be a wz,- apeolal Nln'•U• of the ml• tile •tan of a 60th 
Allllwnu, MtlN NlebaU. • Md 11M11J lllporiaat apNDn baft 
~ bea lnfl-.. I ,odd ~ 1• aoat euu•~ to ocaalda 
t.1le poaa1b1U1t' et •Mll•I the dat. ot tile laad Oonf--•• 

ipan frCIIII thia, I bope ve - 1•t. toptller tor• •t et.tiler 
■an veek • th• well after. 

, ... , 
••• .... ~ •• 211 



,. 

r . nuel I eumarm 
2~0 ,est 57th Street, 413 

, or ~: 19, e7r York 

June 3,1~7 

r tonk up t 
or t r: ·.- sr·,el 
da s ;; tJ . 

tter of h conf ct of d~ tes • th r . Helvar g 
on:i of ice when ne was ith ~ • . 'ontreal a ftJff 

I w·ged that on 
no c 1flict ·_+_ t.h 
tor me t o attend t he 
tM I . cnventi o1 .• 

.• • r, be po t 
told him 

0 r~nce 

I ait'n to her r t office. 

:1th all good i s , re•uain 

s; hat t.her j1) be 
·t wou d b p .ssible 

• s held at the time of 

oat cordially your , 

ARS sel ABBA HI SIL 



Zionist Organization of America 

O"1c• of tit• Pre,idenl 
145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YOltK 16, N. Y. 

MUrr•Y HIii 3-9201 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevelaoo, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

August 15, 19 57 

I wired you to Biarritz, but you had probably left for Spain. I hope 
you have been rested and refreshed and are coming back in good shape 
for the coming year. 

First, let me thank you and Virginia for the congratulatory telegram 
you sent the children on the eve of their wedding. They are on 
vacation and seem to be exceedingly happy. 

A word regarding our forthcoming Convention. The program seems to 
be shaping up very well. Governor Harriman will exten his greetings 
at the opening session, Thursday evening, September 12. We have secured 
as a guest-speaker, Lord Russell of Liverpool, a colorful personality 
and warm .friend of our Cause. You will recall that he resigned his 
position as Judge Advocate rather than suppress the ublication of his 
book, "The Scourge of the Swastika." More recently, he resigned as th 
1'hip of the Conservative Party in the House of Lords, in protest against 
the withdrawal from Suez. In addition to addr ssing the Convention, he 
will speak for us in several other cities, thereafter. Eban will also 
speak; and probably a representative of the French Government. 

Today we were also advised that Truman has agreed +,o appear and we ex-
pect official confirmation within a few days. Judge Sobeloff has accepted 
the designation as Chairman of the Convention Committee and has undertaken 
to secure a prominent Republican for Administration spokesman, if possible. 

In the cable I sent you, I asked your opinion about Sherman Adams and also 
whether you could help us to get him. 

The idea of celebrating the sixtieth anniversary of the Zionist Movement 
seems to be taking bold and we expect an unusually large attendance. I 
do hope that you will find it possible, this time, not only to address 
the Convention, but to spend a little more time with us. I think it is 
important from many points of view. 

I am writing this on the eve of my departure for a fortnight's vacation 
and do not expect to be in New York when you arrive, but Harold will be 
here and will celtainly be in touch with you. 

With affectlonate regards to Virginia and yourself, 

As ever, 
Yours, 

EN:BW Emanuel Neumann 
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