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JACOB BAAL-TESHUVA 

EDITOR 

D •• A. H. i ver 
T T .ir. .. _e 

Tei - r rk • C Li , 

a 05 .. t.r .e1 , .. e ... d. 
Cl~vela d, 0 t~o 

Dea J. r . r: 

840 WEST END AVENUE 

NEW YORK 25. N. Y. 

TEL. UN 4-9368 

e w u d be o or _1 • i you wou d jo • n a .. anel o d.:.stL g· • s .e • 10 

.. e son3.l ities rho wi 1 cont i ,te o igin l c' 1tic] es on 
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alre • signified t ei~ • t e in contri , and \e e 
that you wi join the1 with y ur aluab e ts . rou .ay 

ite on r-ny sub·ect rel d o your i ter st iri Isrc1e . 

Publj cation of 'The i sion o Is ael '1 1-:il e a mean o r 

I r 's th - "B r--.itzva ."- anr.iver ary. 

"'ontri ution.. p o 
T do ho .. e tr1at you. 

o ds sho 
re pond to 

e omp eted 
is invi a io 1 . 

nn 11 1 . 

.... inc ere. y yours , 

r ... o BaaJ-Te 
ditor . 
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JACOB BAAL-TESHUVA 

EDITOR 

r . ilver 
he ple 

'P.w- York pril 20 , 19 1 

ast 1O5tr. tre t, .-1nsel ·.d . 
levelc nd , Or.io 

ear r . ..)il ver: 

840 WEST ENO AVENUE 

NEW YORK 25. N. Y. 

TEL. UN 4-9368 

refer to y letter of 1-1arch 24th re arding your contri utin an artic}e 
to the above .entioned book , whic was :iot answered yet . 

I have before .e a s;1eech of yours which you m:1de on the ?7th of 

19GO t the '-' • () · • Conventior in .Y. t is erful speech 
we intend to use it int.is ook , since it w u lished . 

arba.rash of the • • • has sent it to j e . a ~ • ned it : 
11 ionis I1US never die" . 

hope you bave no objection to our ublishing it int is ook . 
ith best wishes and hi~ re ard , 

incerely yours , 

Jacob aal- 'eshuva 
'i tor . 

ugust 
ar d 
u.r . 



CABLE ADDRESS: -la~ IN ISRAEL. 

ZIONISTS. N. Y. .-,. ... - ,.•~-•~ ,.,..,. 1 DANIEL FlttSCH ST., T£L·A"#IV 

CABLE ADDRESS: ZOAOUS£. TU.AVIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W YO R K 1 6, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-9200 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The TelllJ>le 
E. 105th st. and Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silwr: 

April 261 1961 

I was happy to receiw your letter dated Apr::_~h..!.-- '(J~ 
.... - -~ 

I encountered Jacob Baal-Teshun· many years ago when he 
came to this country as an Israeli correspon~nt. He 
ne-.er retumed. Since that tme he has been in many 
promo!ions includmg 1) a Jewish book cl ub, 2) a Speakers' 
and Artists' representati''81 3) a public relations man tor 
Caf'e Sabra and other siJllilar places, 4) a promoter ot various 
projects including childrens' stories. 

In all e -vents, he has made the rounds and that m sum total, 
is all that I and most of us know about him. I daresay that 
he is an Israeli that came here and does not intend to return. 

I trust this letter finds you in the best of health and spirits. 

My at.f'ectionate regards and please extend them to the family. 

SM/br 

Dr• .........,lft,ey Marks 
Executive Director 



• 
.. ' 

Dr. Sidney Mark• 
!xecuttv• Director 
Zioni t Organization of America 
145 East 32nd Street 

York 16 9 New York 

My dear Or. .arks: 

April 24. 1961 

I have received a letter from Jacob aal-Teshuva. Editor 
of"'"'• '!t~slon of Isr el" -- 840 Pe~t nd Avenue• Mew 

ork 25 • . f!!W York. asking me to contribute an article to 
"The Mlsaton of Israel". Can y t 11 me ac t~tng bout 
thls Mr. P.aal-~eshuv? 

With warmest regard•• I remain 

ABM HILLEt SI'~ER 

AHS:bfa 



TELEPHONE 
MU 3-9201 

ERNEST E. BARBARASH, DiYector 
PRESS AND PUBLICITY DEPT. 

145 EAST 32nd STREET 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS 
ZIONISTS, N. Y. 

August 21, 1961 

Dr.Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

I would greatly appreciate it if you will furnish me, for press 
coverage purposes, the salient excerpts of your address you are 
scheduled to deliver at the Saturday night, September 2, session 
at our Convention. 

In order that I may do justice to the address it is vitally 
important that I have the copy not later than Wednesday morning, 
August JO. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

EEB:es 

Cordially yours, 

(- ) 

Ernest E. Barbaraah 
Director 
Press and Publicity Dept. 

.. 

\ 



CAaLI JrKMI# 
IIONIITI. N. Y. 

IN IPA[L: 
l DANIIL NlacH IT .. TII.-AVIY 

CAB LE ADDRESS, ZOAOUll. TILAVIY 

~ l.0111l.•'ti ® JP•a,111l.za.-cl.e>111 or 8 ••1eJP:l.ca, 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • NEW YORK 16 , N . Y. • MURRAY HILL 3 - 9201 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Zast 105th Street & nsel oad 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

Septe ber 7, 1961 

I ' n sure tat the enthusiasm and uratitude for your participation 
in the proceedin s of the 64th nnual onvention of the Zionist 
Organization of merica reached you. 

Delegates , m3.ny of whom you know perso.ally, spo e of you ~nd your 
efforts again and again. 

Our appreciation goes out to you. You enabled us to bring a hi h 
peak in ionist e·q,erience and the entire Convention ody - ~elee1ates 
and quests - are grateful to you. 

Our gratitude and best wishes . 

·, y kindest personal regards . 

Sincerely, 

''n II ew --N-orizond /or (}rowlh anJ Service-

lo !J.draef anJ the Jewidh Communil'I 



,. 
I , 

• Sidney Marks 
Zlonl t Organizatl n of AJae lea 
145 Eat 32nd Street 
New York 16, 'ew York 

My dear Dr. rks : 

September 8, 1961 

Thank you so uuch for your kind letter. I enjoyed the meeting of the z.o.A. Conve1tlon v.-ry f'lllch. I 
bel leve that you took the -nu•crlpt fl'OII which I read rr, address. I vo, ld appreclat if y u would have • Barbaraah u lt in full. or the sake of the record, I ahould like the address to be publl•hecl exactly aa I delivered It. 

l th warmest re ,ards an I all good wlahea for the New Yur, I re.In 

Most cordially yours, 

AJfflA HILLEL Sit; ER 

AUS :bfm 



CABLE ADDPESS: IN ISRAEL• 

ZIONISTS. N. Y. 
l OANl(L FIii CH ST~ TlL•AVIV 

CABLE ADDRESS: ZOAOUSE, TfUVIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W Y O R K 1 6, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-9200 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silwr 
The Temple 
Cleftland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silwrs 

Septemter 13, 1961 

Many thanks tor your letter or Septem mr 8th. 

I did not take the copy ot the aanuscript, but 
returned it to you on the platform. 

I am checking vith Mr. Barbarash regarding using 
the manuscript. I would appreciate your sending 
me another copy or it. 

My affectionate regards uid best wishes tor a 
Happy and Healthy' New Year. 

Dr _i,G;un,7 Marks 
E cutive Director 

SM/br 

''Service lo American JewrtJ anJ !J.:Sraef through Zoni:Sm " 



- .. . ,"" . 

Septemher 18, 1961 

My dear ca ney : 

Thank y u for ., our letter o ept~er 13th. I traced 
d<Wn the manuscript of the addrus which t delivered 
at the -• .• Convention and I am enclo~lng it herewith. 

tth wal'."fflest re arda an a 1 oo 
Year, I remain 

AH' :bfm 

or. Sidney Marks 
Executive Director 
Zlonlst Organization of Anerlca 
145 n~t 32nd Street 
Nw York 16, ew York 

s f or a 1-lappy 

AB'PA HILLEL SI~' i 



Zionist Organization of America 

Ollce of flt• Pretldenf 
145 WT 12nd STREET 
NEW YOIIC 16, N. Y. 

MUrray HIii J.'281 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

October 16, 1961 

I wish to extend a most cordial invitation to you and 
to Mrs . Silver to be present at the Testimonial Dinner 
which is being tendered by the Metropolitan Regions in 
honor of Dr. Emanuel Neumann, on Tuesday, Noveml:er 28th, 
at 6:00 P . M. in the Biltmore Hotel, New York City. 

Dr. Neumann will be too recipient this year of the Annual 
Theodor Ii:lrzl gold medal for Distinguis~d Service to 
Zionism and Israel. 

As your close associate, and his forty years of outstanding 
service to our Movement, we feel that Dr . Neumann is deserved 
of this distinction. 

I l•muld appreciate your participation :in this gathering, 
and your presentation of the medal to Dr . Neumann. 

May I hear from you at your earliest conven:ience. 

With warm regards . 

MB/br 

Max B ssler 
President 

I 
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CABLE: ADOIIUS: IN ISltAEL: 

ZIONISTI, N. Y. 
1 DANlll , .. ICH IT~ TD.-.\YIY 

CA8L£ AOOfl£SS: ZOAOU-«. TnAYIY ,,.,.., nmncnn 

1 4 5 E A ST 3 2 N D ST R E E T • N E W Y O R K 1 6, N. Y. • M U R R A Y H I L L 3 - 9 2 0 0 

Dr. Abba Hillel Sil"Ver 
The1'11ple 
East 105th Street & Sil~r Park 
Cle~land 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Sllwr: 

October 30, 1961 

In Max Bressler' s absence in Japan, I am taking the 
liberty or responding to :,our letter. 

I sincerely regret your inability to be at tle Dinner 
honoring Dr. Eaanuel Hemann. 

I trust this letter finds :,ou 1n th! best of realth 
and spirits. 

My aftectionate regards to :,ou and the famil.J. 

SM/br 

• S idne;r Marica 
cuti~ or 

fl/' 



CA•u: ADOM:SS~ - .. 
ZIONIITI, N. Y. 

145 EAST 32ND STREET 

Rabbi A.H. Silver 
Th• Taple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Cltio 

Dear Rabbi Silveri 

• 

IN ISIIAEL· 
1 DANIEL FIIIICH IT~ TIL-AYIY 

CABLE ADDRESS: ZOAOUIE. Tfl.AYIY 

ntJ,'ln nmncnn 

N E W YO R K 1 6, N. Y. • MU RR A Y H ILL 3- 9 2 0 0 

November 6, 1961 

I have been asked by the National Leadership to serve as Chairman of the Sponsors 
Committee of the National Testimonial Dinner which will honor Dr. Emanuel Neumann 
this year with the presentation to him of Zionism's greatest award, the annual 
Theodor Herzl Gold Award, for his forty years of distinguished service to Zionism. 

It would be an honor to have you join with us as a Sponsor of this dinner and 
to have your permission to place your name upon our Distinguished Committee. 
The dinner will take place at the 

Hotel Biltmore 
43rd Street and Madison Avenue 
New York City 
Tuesday, November 28th, 1961 
6:00 P. M. 

I am sure you will. want to join us on this memorable occasion which coincides with 
the 14th Anniversary of the United Nations decision on Palestine and climaxed the 
many years of Zionist effort to set up the State of Israel. Dr. Neumann was one 
of the architects of this glorious endeavor. 

By joining this distinguished roster of Sponsors, you will also make possible the 
continuation of the Zionist Organization of America program for Israel and the 
American Jewish comrnnn1ty. 

Your cooperation will aid immeasurably in insuring the success of this affair. 
Please let me have your acceptance. A reply card is enclosed for your favorable 
response. 

I anticipate the pleasure of seeing you at the Dinner. 

DL/il 
Encl. 

David Lowenthal 
Chairman 
Sponsors Committee 

''Service lo _A.merican Jew"'I anJ .!J:1rae/ Llrougl Zoni:Jm " 



CABLE AODAfSS: ...___ 

ZIONISTS. N. Y. 

IPJ''ln nmnann 

IN ISRAEL: 
l DANIR FRIICH ST~ Tll-AYIY 

CABLE ADDRESS: ZOAOUSE. ULAYIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W Y O R K 1 6, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-9200 

Dr. Abba Hillel S il:'1er 
The Temple 
Silver Park 
ClevelaM1 Ohio 

Dear Dr. Sil~r: 

November 15, 1961 

I was truly sorry to le am that you could not be at 
the Testimonial Dinner in honor of Dr. Emanuel Neumann, 
which is scheduled for No-vember 28th at the Biltmore Hotel 
iii New York City. 

I do · \al.ow that you will want to send a message in that 
connect ion. 

I would appreciate your courtesy in sending such a message 
to me in advance of the dinner. 

I trust this letter finds you and the family in the be st 
of health and spirits. 

My kindest personal regards. 

SM/br 

'~ruice lo ---4-merican Jew"'! anJ !JIJraef lhrougl,. ZonilJm " 



V er 2, 1 

!y de r ri f'!n s: 

tell • . orry r am t Cf cu 1!-; 

te anouet '>n u y ev nin t 

at l w d w d to 
end, 1 ' u ann. It i n 0 C S 1 
r i i h to mi s . 

T ~10 'lr. 

, urr n \who ha 1 l"S l 

1." p r • od of ti w a I y 

1." in int rwo n w chi ve nt of 

Zio i m. r people has, t rou of tru le. ur 

to him not o 1 for in ptrati n, ut n and pen I 

uidance t e ery critt 1 juncture. ou of no ho. e 

dedication h s en mor. c lete, whos utt r s~l and 

oti n th 1 ,h a life- ti of clo t 1 entifica o r 

reat cause more xemr:>lary. i supr , , lo.;al ty h s e r -

nforced n wtde c olar i nd a fir t - h nd acq intanc wttl 

the trea of ! r lit r tur an the rich cultural tradltlo 
of our p 

Ith s 0 r t plea.ure and a prt tle for 
t eye ,...9 . You r tonig t b towing 

upon one hose littcal phllo op rro~t faithful 
vi ion am realism of i)r. Th or H rzl. 

to rk with 
th H rzl r rd 
y Yefl ct the 

t COYdially y ur • 

n, 
14 

t 

reet 
• rk 

A '!ILL L SI 

of rica 



• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

CLASS OF SERVICE 

This Is a fast message 
unless Its deferred char• 
actcr Is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

TE u 
TELEG M 

W. P. MARSHALL, ~Rll:SIDl:NT 

SF-1201 (4-G0) 

SY,,1BOLS 

DL=Day Letter 

NL=N11;ht Letter 

LT-International 
- Lc11cr T cl~ram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Ti!!!.>.of recd tis LOCAL Tl iEat point of destination 

SOOP EST MAY 29 62 CTA820 
CT COU882 1v;92 JEC178 X2887 

VIA MACKAY 29 2035 
37 PD INTL CD JERUSALEMISRAEL 

LT RABBI HILEL SILVER THE TEMPLE 
105 ST AND SILVER PARK CLEVE 

WE EXTEND TO YOU CORDIAL INVITATION TO GRACE ZOE CONVENTION 
ANO THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER SATURDAY NIGHT JUNE 30 GREETINGS 

MANUEL NEWMAN MAX BRESSLER MAX NUSSBAUM. 

./ 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



CABLF~ D','R . , ,. ,. 

ZIO I T , N CA LE ADORES 

Jt1l I za, e>ra 

145 EAST 32 D TREET • E Y O R K 1 , . Y. • URRAY HILL 3-9200 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Sil,er: 

June S, 1962 

In the absence ot Max Bresaler and the administration, we wiah 
to extend to 7ou a most cordial invitation to participate in 
our 65th Annual Con~ntion which ie to be held at tM Willard 
Hotel, Washington, n.c., June 28th - Jul71st, 1962. 

As our Leader, we would like to know bather 7ou would be 
willing to address tbe important Satur e"fening Session, which 
ie devoted to the Thelle: "The American Jewii,h Ccnmunity In Light 
of Contemporary Histo17". 

We do hope you are able to accept this invitation as we are all 
anxious to meet with 7ou and to bear your views on thi most 
fascinating subject. 

With warm regards, 

- - -- - -
- - - - - - - - ;~ -JUL y 1ST I 

JU E281 z9 , ' TIO 
UAL CO VE 

65TH ~ILLARD HOTEL 

GTO D. C. 
WASHI ' - - -- - -- - -

- - - - - Your Cal nda!_ 

AVIV 

T t.AVIV 
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CABL ' ADDRESS: IN ISRAEL'. 

ZIONISTS.., N >'. • ., • 
l DANIEL ,111SCH ST~ TtL-AVIV 

CABLE ADDRESS ZOAOU L TtlAVIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W Y O R K 1 6, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3 - 9200 

" CJ 
Jervice 

/ 
I 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

July 5, 1962 

I trust that t riis letter finds you and your family in the 
best of health d spirits . 

I have been asked to inquire which of the following dates 
are best suited for you in connection with your 70th Anni
versary Birthday celebration in ew York: 

March 3rd, 1963 

March 5th, 1963 

Remember me to the family. 

With kindest personal r egards, 

SM/rs 

lo American Jewr'J anJ .J-:Jraef through Zoni:Jm " 
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CABLE ADDRESS· 

ZIONISTS, N.V. 

1 DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV 

CABLE ADDRESS, 
ZOAOUSE, TEL-AVIV 

Zionist Organization of Jlmerica 
1 45 East 32nd Street 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 

• New York 16, N.Y. 

December 10, 1962. 

East 105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Boss: 

• 

Just a word to tell you how delighted I vas to see 
you at the United Jewish Appeal Conference. Even a 
few words with you is most heartening to me. 

I ws delighted to note the presentation to you of 
the Silver Medallion. The only thing that made ma 
laugh vas the "Indian Giver" quality of the 
presentation. They vithdrev immediately as they 
presented it. 

In all events, it was a warm testimony to a very 
great and wonderful Jew and someone I consider very 
precious as a good friend. 

MUrray Hill 3-9200 

I trust that the years ahead will bring you continued 
commendation from the American Jewish conmunity. It 
is certainly most deserving. 

With affectionate regards to the family, 

SMakys 

r1 ice to 'llnz ri an} n ry ano Ira l through Zionis,n 



CAl)lE ~DDA~S

ZIONISTI. N. Y. 

IN ISAAEl· 
1 DANl[l FRISCH ST., Tll•AVIV 

CABLE ADDRESS ZOAOUS[. TUAVIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W YO R K 1 8, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-9200 

Dr. Abba illel ilver 
The Temple 

Z T 

December 31, 1962 

15th Street & nsel oad 
J evJland, hio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

I rece • v-ed n nrn r f om the ZOA House 
in TelAv·v as to whether yo plan to be ·n Israel durin 
February 1963. They have in m·nd unction to mark 
yo1r 7th birthday. 

I w'll reatly app eciate your early 
reply. 

Nith warmest re ards, I am 

Sinc8rely yours, 

u ive Director 

LI jk 

''Service lo _A.merican Jew"I anJ !J.:JraJ Llrou.,J,, Zoni:Jm " 



c:I.._~•= 
•• Y. 

IN IMIAIL 
I DANIIL rMKN IT., TD.-AVIY 

CAil[ AOOlt[SS · ZOAOUSI. TILAVIY 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W Y O R K 1 8, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3·9200 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Dr . bba Hillel Silver January 4, 1963 

rom: Leon Ilutovich 

nclosed please find, for your information, a Preliminary 

Outline of the ZOA onvention Program in Israel. As you will 

see, no details regarding the various se sions are included. 

Additional information will follo as preparations progress. 

Any ideas or sug estions will be greatly appreciated. 

Warmest regards . 

LI jk 
encl. 

'' (? JI ' 
Jervice lo _,M-m,erican 

C7. '' ~ioniJm 



Z. 0. A. HOUSE 
TEL-AVIV 

I DA. IIL PR.ISCH Sr. 

f'HONES : 21141.J, 2112S f' . 0 . 8 . 4290 

Cable Addnu: ZOAOUSE, TEL-A'VIV 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th Street & Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OP AMIRJC)\ 

MP"-,1:M ~~ ,~:r fi":l 
=":ec·C,r, 

l -o,,c ',ec,.,, :i,r,i 

Tel-Aviv, January 14, 1963. 

104/373 

28825. 211'1-2 _.,., 

42941 ., .n 

Somehow the news trickled through to us that 
Mrs . Silver and you will be spending a vacation in Israel in the 
near future. 

We would be veey happy indeed if this w re true 
and would very much li!{e to organize sane ppropriate function 
in your honor during your stay here. 

Our Chainnan, ~. Serlin, will appreciate it very 
much if you could let us know of your arrival and tentative 
plans for this visit. 

With best personal regards, 

Since 

~ 
E. Alnagor 
Director 

EA/EO 



January 23, 1963 

My dear Mr. Almagor: 

Thank you so much for your letter of January 14th. My 
present plans are to be in Israel the latter part of March 
following my visit to England where we have been invited 
to launch their Palestine Appeal. I appreciate your 
suggestion to have a function arranged ln my honor during 
my atay in Israel. I am grateful for your thoughtfulness 
in the matter, but I would appreciate if no public functions 
were held during my visit. 

With warmest regards and hoping to have the pleasure of 
seeing you, I remain 

AHS:bfm 

Mr. E. Almagor 
Director 
z. 0. A. Houae 
l Daniel F rlsch St. 
Tel-Aviv, Israel 

VIA AIR MAIL 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



. .. . . 

Jan ary 30, 1963 

My dear r. llutovich: 

y secretary told e that you had telephoned d inquir d 
about my plans for a vi it to Israel. y pre ent plans are 
to la ve for ngland on the 10th of arch to open their 
campaign for t U. . . ill re ain in England until 
the 21st and e plan to rrive in Israel on rch ZZnd, 
remaining in Israel until A ril 11th. 

I do not i h to have any public f ctio s arran ed for . 
I have so i£forme the Z. 0 . . I all , of c urs • 
vi it Kfar SU o r • sti tio in co tr . I 

hould like ,;n s y in Israel to be a re t£ul one after a week 
of campaigning in England . 

.''ith all go d wis e , I re ain 

AHS:bfm 

J 1r. Leon 11 tovic 
Assistant Executive irector 
Zionist Organiz t· 0£ n erica 
145 E at 32nd Street 
New York 16, New York 

o r , 

B 
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, 

e bruary 13. 1963 

My dear frien 1: 

Let me tha . _ you or your kind letter of e ruary 8th. If no changes 

occur in n1y sc edule , I plan to arrive in Israel on riday, fv arch ZZnd, 

and will re1 1ain there th o gh Th rsday, pril 11th. I shall look forward 

with ple sure o seeing you. 

As I indicated in r y previ Uw com unication to the Z . 0 . A. House, I 

do not wish a public n1eeti g or inner in my honor. I woul like tY4Y 

stay in Israel to be rivate , o give me an opportunity to spen some 

time with friends and o see someth' o t country fron1 which I 

have been a ay more th two ye rs . Sine riting to th Z . 0 , . House , 

I received an ur ent tele none call fro baum. president of 

the Z . 0 . A. • in which he a ke 1ne not to lend myself to any publlc 

function in Israel • connection with n1.y seventieth birthday since the 

Z. O. A., which will hold its coneer.tion in I rael in July and of which 

convention I to be chairman, pl .... n to d,e • cate a special ve ing 

to my seventiet birt d y. arly, o functions r ut of the 

question. 1 wonder· g, herefore, if it would not be better to 

postpone the affair hich you have in mind and to join up with the Z . O. . 

in July. Personally, I would prefer that even th J ly Testirnonial be 

abandoned, but I suppos that I hall have to submit to it. 

Please convey my ood wi hes to all y friend . I h ve • st r ceived 

a very beautiful article a out n e in the "Ha retz " , written by our good 

friend, S. z. Abraxnov. l ith 1 ood wi .. ~ , I re ain 

AHS:bfm 

Mr. I. Serlin 
z.0.4 House 
P.O. B. 4290 
Tell-Aviv, Israel 

:tv1ost cordially yours , 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



CABLE ADDRESS: 
IN ISAAEL· 

1 DANIEL ,11IscH ST .• TU-AVIV 
ZIONISTS. N. Y. 

CABLE ADDRESS: ZOAOUSL TELAVIV 

~ l.e>:.11.s-t; @..-ga,:a1l.za,'til.e>:a1 e>-r 8•--.e..-1.ca, 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • N E W YO R K 1 6, N. Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-9200 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105 st. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

May 1, 196.3 

Enclosed you will please find a photo taken last 
March in Jerusalem. 

Warmest regards. 

LI/mh 
enc. 

Sincerely yours, 

✓ 
Leon 

Assistant ecutive Director 



THE EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO 

MILTO J. SJJ, BERMA 
Vice President 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
'!he Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

La Salle and A dams 
332-5000 

May 22, 1963 

I hope when this letter reaches you, you and the family 
are well and that you have fully recuperated fran your 
recent trip to Israel. I know we are all looking forward 
to being together wi th you in July in Tel A.vi v for the 
National Convention which we feel in many ways will be a 
historic one. 

I am writing you at this time to see if we cannot arrange 
for Mr. David Bern, one of our Young Veteran Zionists who 
is to become President of the ZOC at the 66th Annual Conven
tion on June 9th in the Palmer House, and I can cane to 
Cleveland in the near future for a discussion with you of 
importance. I ~uld appreciate your having your secretary 
call me at my office DEarbom 2-5000, collect, to arrange 
an appointment at a day that will be convenient to you. 
I shall await her phone call. 

MJS:mso 
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THE E XCHANG E N ATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO 

Mt LTO J. S il. BERMA N 
V fre President 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tanple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

la . 'alle and A dams 
332.5000 

June 4, 1963 

It was good talking to you recently when you called in response 
to my letter. We here in Chic o have been anxiously awaiting 
a confinnation from you that you would be with us G 'd willing 
on December 15th for our annual Chanukkah Festival so that we 
may honor you in your 70th year and as the leader, the head of 
our Zionist Movement in these United Sta es. 

As you know, Abba, 66 years ago ors was the first official 
Zionist body in the United States nd we want to be able to feel 
that we can express to you our love and our devotion for all 
that yo have meant not only to the cause but to the Aroorican 
J ish Community and to the American scene. 

I lmow you asked me if you could call off making a decision until 
we were in Israel, G1d willing in July for the Convention. 

Hew ever, we would love to set our plans anri. programs at this time 
for the caning year , and we sincerely hope that this Sunday , 
June 9th at our 66th Annual Conference of the ZOO in the Palmer 
House we would be able to announce our much hoped for privilege 
of your presence on Decanber 15th. Please do let me hear from you. 

With kind personal regards and 
regards to the fami]y , 

MJS :mso 



June s. 1963 

My dear Milton: 

Thank you for your letter of June 4th. I hope to be 
with you on December 15th for your Annual Chanukkah 
Fe atival. I am pleased that you wiah to honor me on 
that occasion on my aeventieth birthday. It l• nice to 
be remembered. 

With warmeat regard• and all good wishes. I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
AHS:bfm 

Mr. Milton J. Silberman 
The Exchange National Bank 
of Chicago 
LaSalle and Adams 
Chlca10, llllnoia 



EMANUEL NEUMANN 

!515 PARK AVENUE 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

NEW YORK 22, N . Y. 

June 11, 1963 

As you know, we are having a World Conference of General 
Zionists in Israel the week-end following the ZOA Con
vention. 

I am writing to ask you to address the World Conference 
at its opening session on Saturday evemlng, July 20th or 
Sunday, July 21st whichever suits your convenience. 

You will probably be staying on in Israel for a few days 
following the ZOA Convention, but even if you were not 
planning to do so, I hope you will adjust your plans. 
Our deleg~:t,es who will be coming from many countries, 

PLAZA 2-0600 

would be deeply disappointed if you left Israel without 
their having an opportunity to welcome you at the Conference 
and have your blessing. I need hardly add that I would be 
equally disappointed. 

Fan and I are now planning to leave for Israel during the 
first week of July. What are your plans? 

With warm regards to Virginia and yourself, 

As ever 

Yours, 

_, (i.(. i,ll-l-C_kll.(,~ 

EN:jf Emanuel Neumann 



-

CABLE ADDRESS 

ZION ISTS, N.Y. 

Zionist Organization of Jlmerica 
145 East 32nd Street • New York 1 6 , N .Y. • MUrray Hill 3-9200 

l DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV 

CABLE ADDRESS: 

ZOAOUSE, TEL-AVIV 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

June 19, 1963 

I would ereatly appreciate it if you were to air mail to me in 
Israel, care of the ZOA House, 1 Daniel Frisch Street, Tel Aviv, 
the text or salient excerpts of the address you are scheduled to 
deliver at the opening session of the ZOA Convention in Jerusalem. 

I am flying to Israel tomorrow night to lay the r,roundwork for 
proper press coverage both in Israel and America. It is vitally 
important that I receive your advance copy at least 10 days before 
the opening of the Convention, preferably earlier, so that I may 
digest and process it for relea eat the proper time. Pl.ease 
mark the envelope "personal" . 

With kindest personal regards and best wishes, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

Erne t E. Barbarash 
EEB:es 

S rvice to Jl,nerican Jen r~ a110 Israel tl,roug/1 £io11i 111 



June 25, 1963 

1 y dear 1.r. Barbaraeh: 

At your request, I am sending you a copy of the ad resa w • ch I am to delive at the opening ses ion of the Conven ·on of the ZOA in Jerusalem. It would be well if some of the wspapers would prir,t the address in full. Other ise, I would suggest the excerpt -- that part of the address eginning in the middle of page one and continuing through page eight -which tells of the role which American Jews played in th esablishment of the State. 

Please also procure some one ho o s how to translate Engli into good He brew. 

ith warme,:t regards and all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

AHS:bf1n 

r. Ernest E. Barbar sh 
ZOA HOUSE 
I Daniel Frisch Street 
Tel Aviv, Israel 

PERSO AL 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



Zionist Organization of 'America 
145 East 32nd Street • New York 16, N .Y. • MUrray Hill 3-9200 

Dr . bba Hillel Silver 
The :'emple 
105th St . and Silv r Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver: 

June 26, 1963 

I am enclosing herewith your tickets from ,ev York 
to Tel viv • 

.1. h e tic ·ets from Clevel.md to w ·ork end return 
are being for arded to you direct! b niversity 
Travel Bureau , which is locat . ton . 

4y affection te re ards . 

S 1/br 
enc . 

'!Jou _A.,,e 611e f J lo Atf nJ -

incerely your, t 
-..-~---

Dr. Sidney folks 
Executive Director 

CABLE ADDRESS 

ZIONISTS, N.Y. 

1 DANIEL FRISCH ST., TEL-AVIV 

CABLE ADDRESS 

ZOAOUSE, TEL-AVIV 

5/z 66/h Annuaf ZQ_A. Cont, nlion in .!Jj1•a f. Juf'J 11[/, - 17fl 196 



From the desk of 

MAX HELVARG 

6/27/63 

TO: MRS. BEATRICE F. Y 
{Sec. to Dr. A.H. Silver) 

Dear Mrs. ay: 

• Helvarg asked me to send 

you, for your fil s, a photograph 

taken of Dr. Silver at the Israel 

Bond Cocktail Party in his honor 

June 19th in Philadelphia, in con

nection ith the CCAR Annual 

Convention. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Florence einstein, Sec. 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This 1s a fast messai;e 
unless its deferred char
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WE ER 
TELEGRAM 

W. P . MARSHALL. P"a••01tNT 

I SY. 1BOLS 

DL=Day Lener 

NL=N1ght Letrer 

SF-1201 (4-60) l T-lnternational 
- Lem:r T ele&ram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domesuc telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TI.ME at point of desrinat1on 

407P EST JUL 1 63 CTE316 1963 Jt.:_ I p ,1 5 j 5 
CT co.,654 WUB342 IUS3 JEC1?X80 23 PD INTL CO JERUSALEMISR VIA 

RCA 1 123, 

(
LT OR SILVER UNIVERSITY CITY AT SILVERS PARK 

CLEVE 
JERUSALEM LIBERAL PARTY ASKS KINDLY YOUR APPEARENS BEFORE JERSUALEM 

PUBLIC JULY 13 
BANDER POS 1466 • 

REPLY NIGHT CABLE - July 3, 1963 . 

MY ONLY PUBLIC ADDRESS IN JERUSALEM WILL BE THURSDAY, JULY ll 

OPENING Z OA CONVENTION KINDEST REGARDS 
A .FBA HILLEL SILVER 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 



• ADDRESS OF HIS EXC~LLENCY THE PRESID~NT OF IS~L, MR. ZALMAN SHAZAR, 
at the Opening Sessi on of the Sixty-Sixth Convention 

of the 
ZIONIST ORGANI~ATION OF AI1ERICA, JERUSALEM, JULY 11, 1963 

Fellow-Zionists, Friends and Comrades, 

Yours is the first convention from abroad t hat I have had the pleasure 

vf greeting _ _since I left the Executive of the World Zionist Organization to 

assume the Presidency of the State. It is for me a truly joyous thing that 

this first -convention is a ii~_pist conv8nt ion and - more than that - the 

convention of' the- Zionists of the largest diaspora community of qur d.qy ,· 

their first convention in the ca11i tal city of Israel. 

Speaking of Jews going up to Zion i ~ the ancient days when all of the!t 

lived on t heir soil, a Biblical verse says: " ••• all the men of ~srael were 

gathered before the city, as one man, comrades", 

The Gemora- eommonts in Hagiga XX.VI, 81: "Rab bi Hoshea ben Levi said, 'The ·~erse 

decided that they were all haverim, because they went up as -0ne man to the ·eity_ 

of Jerusalem,,,. ThR.t is to say evnn if they were together on their pilgrimage 

to Jerusalem only for one week, they were h:1verim: the verse had deeided 1.-•.. • 

In the name of the free and independent Zion, I am hap,y to welcome 

haverim who have come up to their gathering in Jerusalem1 capital of the 

independent Zion • 

. .Si.n(".e, ·then, w~ are all haverim, may I express the hope that your. __ 
' 

• • deliberations. ,will be frank ani open, never disingenuous, always striving 

honestly to see realities as they are, and never frightened ~f i'ar-1\8aching and 

exacting ~onolusions - speaking as comrades spuak with each other, in the tone 

and way of comrades with a sense of responsibility for their fellows and their 

fellowship. 

Pennit 100 first ·of all with comrade lJ warmth to thank you as a group and 

individually for having so swiftly and so heart i ly, in letters and cables and 

in the press, wished me well up?n my entry into this office. To all of you my 

gratitude and my appreciation - to t hose who arc here and those who have not 

come, to those represented by you and to those not so represented. Jour 

felicitations and your kirrl words were a true support to me in days of hesitation 

and groping. May the hopes you place in me not remain unfulfilled and may my 

deeds, at least to soue degree, justify your trust. 

Let ioo speak to you with the same comradely frankness and tel I you 11f. some 

of the hopes the State of Israel places in you, the Zionists of the greatest 

diaspora center. May our prayers a.nd my blessing not remain unanswered and may 

your deeds justify rn trust. 

Thie Zionist ideal of ours, fruit of the longings of all the generations of 

exile, entored upon its realization eighty years ago, reached the crystallization 
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4 of national autonomy fift een years ago - and is still f ar, very fur, from its 

~ consummation. Even after the marvels of the State's establishment and the entry 

into it of a million five hundred thousand Jews from all the disporsion, there 

ar8 still numerous diasporn lands where the problem of Jewish existence grows 

constantly more acute, arrl there is not a single land where the problem of 

Judaism•s survival is not aggravated by constantly growing dangers. 

Jewish public life everywhere is still fragmontizcd into groups and cliques, 

consumed by feuds and rivalries. Day by day and hour by hour, organized and non

organized Jewish communities lose mo~e and more of their inherited values, while 

in both tranquil o.nd insecure diaspora centers masses of the younger 

generation of Jews grow up witr.out knowledge of their pooplo's culture and 

without concorn for their people's fate and future. Even faithful Zionists are 

not all, and not always, successful in making their homes Jewish and in 

assuring the Zionist education of their children. 

At the same time a verJ 1 -rge part of the area of our land is still 

desolate, waiting for those who will come arrl br ing with them strength and 

means, faithfulness of sp2~it and creative intellect. How great this neGd and 

craving are, the veterans among you know, and the novices will surely learn as 

they travel about tm countzy , T~ disco rer all the resources hidden in this 

land, to ensure maximum strcrigth for the military forces that guard the peace of 

this land, to bring closer to each other and fuse together the large and varied 

groups of irnmigrants streaming to this land - to achieve all these, capital 

alone is not enough, nor l abo~ing hands, unless t hey have the active and 

constant cooperation of highly ~~ained young people, gifted with expert skills 

and imbued with a pion Jring spirit. And you know, as well as I, that in the 

United States, the country where you work arrl where you Lear so large a share of 

responsibility for Jewish education, there arG today some 275,000 Jewish young 

men and women studying in universities and not yet certain precisely where and 

how they will use their intellectual talents. Try to imagine how different this 

lani could be if there arose among th,~se young p3oplo a strong and serious 

movement to go up to Israel arrl with their lives and talents to becom part of 

the process of growth nni building going on in it. Think how different American 

Jewry, too, would be t hen, and how different the American Zionist movcroont would 

become! 

Cnn there possibly be a mor( vital and significant tasl than this for 

American Zionists? They would be enrichi~ their 0 1-m lives by becoming true 

partners in the redo1.i1ption of tht) ir people -ird the creation of a new society 

striving towards greater happine ns an::l greater justice, a socioty which is being 

built in their own day, almost wi thin thoir own sight, but to which they are now 

outsiders. At the same time, the , eraonal participation of American Jewish youth 

would strengthen tho land and eru:.ble it to absorb more and more settlers for 

whom, without Israel, there is neither secu~ity nor future. Certainly, fiMncial 

aid is indispensable, and we n.pp1 3ciate more than we can say, your great 
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generosity and your readiness to do even more in these times of stress. 

Certainly, too, WG undcrst~nd the enormous imryortnnce of your pvlitical 

aid, at all ti~9s and above all in days of emergency like the present; 

we jlace our hopes in you, trusting that you will go on with, and 

strongthen, Jolitical aid. But neither in financial nor in ~olitical 

aid is there the potential blessing for us am you that will spring 

from l'"-trge-scalc aliya of yc,uth who w..'..11 take their stani in scionce 

~nd lRbor and development - those three upon which all our futuro depends. 

C:m it bo that you will not find it possible to increase your efforts 

for R.liy.tt and to pl)rsevere until the process goes on of i tsolf? Think for a 

moocnt how different the situation would be if the entire Zionist movement -

all its org~nizations, parties, groups - were united and the links between this 

unified Zionist movement and the general American Jewish orgrmizations 

strengthened. Would it not then become less difficult to increase efforts for 

.'.lliya? 

In Ane:.:-ica j_tself you mve more th~n a "'1illion Jewish childrvn to concern 

yourselves with. These, may their nur:iber increase, are a great host, rich in 

possibilities, twice as many in number as our ancestors when they came out of 

Egypt~ For how many of them are there good Hebrew schools? And proper text

books? Arrl teac1.10rs adequata both in number and quality? You know better than 

I that only a minority of these children have so far been reached by the entire 

Jewish arrl 2ionist educational effort, all its trands nm groups in•luded. 

·.forthy of respect arrl even sometimes of great praise as this effort is, it has 

been able to give onl? a tiny smattering of learning to most of the children it 

has mnn~gcu to reach. The overwhelming majority of American Jewish children, 

however, arc completely cut off from Hebrew culture; there is no Hebrew book, 

old or new, national or religious, thAt is not shut and sealed for them. But are 

not these children a preciot...S trust put into your hands by our peoplo's fato? 

Ani, once more, can it be that you will not be able to alter this painful 

reality? What has been done in iililerican Jewish education is not to be deprecated: 

on the con-'.;rc:ry, the future historian will surely cvnlunte 1 ts accocplishments 

with respect. Do not these achievements demand even gre~ter effort and audacity, 

energy ~n::i systematic work to follow upon them? Is not such an educational effort 

one of the most significant Zionist duties, a matter of life and honor for 

Zionism in .Amei"ica? 

Indepenient Zion has served and continues to serve as a challenge to 

Zionists in the diaspora. Just so, ought tmy now serve as a ch~llenge to tho -
masses of Jews 3mong whom they live. This should be so, above all, in the United 

States, the diaspora community that is largest in size, richest in talent of many 

sorts, and outstanding in its generous response to the needs of Israel. 
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rfty brothers, deleg,ttes of the Zionist Organization! It is on a high 

watchtower that American Zionism has been stationed by Jewish history. It has 

been charged with the task of preparing for their destiny half of the Jewish 

people, who are in fc3.:t three fifths of diaspora Jewry in both tho free 11.nd 

closed lands and who constitute a community &uch as we have never had before -

prosperous, endowed with the gifts of the spirit, rooted in their country's 

culture, heirs to a noble tradition of generosity and Jewish responsibility. 

And despite all this, the trnined eye cannot fnil to discern the dangers 

lurking both within and without, dangers to the future of this Jewry which is 

sui generis, so unprecedented in vigor and so unparallelled for precariousness. 

All the signs indicate thnt American Jewry is living through a period of 

intense spiri tua.l ferment and that m11.ny o~ the intellectual trems which 

dominated and shaped it for decades arc today open to reexamination and self

oriticism. Zionists, with their his toric responsibility, are in duty bourxl to 

be attentive i~ the extreme to all that is taking place in the inner life of 

American Jewry: they ~ust be ready for a seriou~ confrontation with now ideas, 

through constant elucidation of the doctrines of Judaism and the Zionist 

revival; through anR.lysl:3 of t 11G 80~·11itiori,'3 th'lt prGv:ctil and that are to be 

anticipated; through fostering constructive forces and deepening Jewish 

Awareness aoone all; circles; above all through providing a living personal 

example of tangible connection with Israel ar.1 ~,,i th aliya. 

Israel wishes to be sure that it can rely upon Zionists as .before,in 

this struggle ;during these days of decision. 

Twice in our annRls American Zioni~o rose to the occasion and led all 

American Jewry in efforts that saved Zionism. Once, in the period after tho 

First World War, when the political future of Palestine was decided at 

Versailles and the Third Aliyq stormed its way to the land, then - for the 

first time in Jewish history - Rll eyes were turned towards America. Americ4n 

Zionism, after a sh~rp inner struggle, suc0eeded in leading the entire 

community towards support of the pioneering beginnings. During these very da_ys 

w~ mourn the death of a rreat Zionist whose name is linked forever with tmt 

period of aspi~ation and achievement - Louis Lipsky. 

The second time was closer to us. During the Second World War, when the 

mortal wounds wo su "fered wc1·e revealed B-nd we stood on tm threshold of the 

fateful decision on the future of the land~ .American Zionism once more rose in 

strength, carrying all !.merican Jewry with it. The die was cast for life and 

revival and aid to the people on a scale we had neve r known before. The hero of 

that political struggle is here with us now and tre whole Zionist world is 

celebrating his seventy-fifth birthd.~. In the historic memory of our people the 

name of ey distinguished friem, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, will be engraved forever -

his vision ard his achievement in tm days of Lake Success, as well as before and 

~fter them. May he bo blessod with length of years Rnd happiness - arxl return to 
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activity and success. 

Once more we have reachod a crucial period. These are days of dangers 
threatening our land; of aliya making its way constantly to our land; of un

prec~dented large-scale development of our land. From most of the countries of 

the dispersion aliya streams towards us: from America where the majority of 
diaspora Jews are concentrated, it comos in drops, while even financial aid 

finds it difficult to keep up with tho ever growing needs. Ia this a passing 

difficulty or a permanent and most distressing feature of Jewish reality? 

We dare to hope thAt this third time, too, you, together with all tho 

friends of Zion in the United States, will wish to change the face of thinga. 

What is more, we are sure that you will not only wish,but be able, to do so -

and the inspiration of Zion will come to your aid and to ours. 

It is my prayer that this convention, meeting in Israel's capital - symbol 
of our people's etGrnity ~nd pride of our movement's achievement - will aid you 
in cArrying out your mission. My prayer, I am certain, is the prayer of all of 
you. 
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Presiding : 
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National Anthems 

t Invocation 

Greetings: 
1 / His Excellency, David Ben-Gurion 

On beha f of the Government of the United States, 

His Excellency, Walworth Barbour, 

Ambassador of the United States to Israel. 

On behalf of the Zion ist Organization of America 

Dr. Max Nussbaum, President 

On beha f of the Liberal Party 

,/ Honorable Yosef Saphir, M.K. 

On behalf of the World Confederation of 

General Zionists 

v Honorable Yosef Serlin, M.K. 

On behalf of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Honorable El iyahu Eilat, President 

~ Response - Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 



Address by :Mr. David Ben-Gurion at ZOA Conventjon 
Dinner in honor of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's 

70th Birthdq. 
... - - -

Sheraton - Tel Aviv Hotel Ju]y ¼a 1963. 

Before going on to my ma.in subject this evening - the 

Cow; 

natue of the Zionisn of our friend Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - I feel an inner need to 

congratulate the leaders of the Z.O.A. on their wise decision tD convene their 

66th Convention in Isre.el. I am confident that the representatives of the 

Zionist Movement in the United States have romething to say and teach to Je\lry 

in I sre.el, and perhaps they also have oomething to learn from Israel, from the 

re9.lrgence of a nation that is taking place here, from the capacity for creative 

pioneering that is manifested in this mterprise, from the uni e character of 

this Jewry, to which there is no parallel anywhere in the Diaspora., a Jewry that 

is not nourished a>lely from one spiritual oomer in its soul but all of whose economic 

and cultural life, all its work in field, factory arrl mine, in land, sea and air 

transport, all its Jewish and univers~education, its literary, artistic and 

scientific activity, are sta..,iped with the Jewish seal. This is a Jewr.r with no 

dichotomy in its ooul between tw:> ~heres, one external and the other internal: 

the public sphere, where it is a minority, and its own minority sphere, forei to 

the majority. Its presE11t is not rent and divided between a Jewish past and a non

Jewish future; it oonstitutes a singletnity, a single sphere, one hundred percent 

Jewish and one hundred perca1t humM. It is a soverei~ Jewry, which has already 

become an international factor of no little significance, equc in rights to all 

the i>ther nations. The bread these Jews ea.t, the houses they live in, the trees 

that give than shade, the roads on which they walk or travel, the ships in ~ich 

they sail and the planes in which thEU fly, the police that oontrols their traffic 

and maintains their laws, and the army that protects their security - all are Jewish 

and the work of J ewi Bl lands. 
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Here you will also learn of the zrave difficulties and proble 

that give us cause for anxiety, end you will examine at close quarters the great 

and mommtous tasks that confront us, tasks t,hat mey perhaps deterrnine the destiny 

of the Jewish people the world over• 

I believe with implicit fai. th that it is the destiny and the obligation 

of this Jewry, which you are now, as a body, meetine for the first time, to be a model 

nation and a light to the Gentiles - and this depends on the oooperation and unity 

of the Jews of the entire '-'«)rld, with the independent Jewish nation in its land as 

their centre. 

Zionist ideology before the establishment of the State of Israel, which 

reached Aroorica as well over sixty years ago, was mainly fourxied on oonditions in 

...:urope, both those that existed among the Jews and those -:.ha. t, e:xi sted among the non

Jews, and tl ere was a great difference between the Jews of Eastern and South rn 

urope and those of the Western and Central parts f ithe continent •• The astern 

and c.tral European Jews - first and foremost those of Tzari&t. Russia, who were the 

largest and most important section of ropean Jewry - spoke a language of their own -

the shkenazi majority Yiddish and the Sephardi minority Ladino - and they regarded 

thernsel ves as a separate people, distinct from all the peoples amongst l-lhom they 

lived. In contrast, the l·lestern and Central European Jews regarded themselves, ever 

since the emancipation of the 19th cE11tury, as a part of the peoples amongst whom 

they lived; speaking the same language and thinking of thanselves as German· s, 

Frenchme or Italians of the Mosaic faith. This difference also led tA> differences 

in their Zionisn and their Jewishness. The Jews of Eastern Europe were rooted in 

Jewish tradition, and looked upon the concept of exile (Galuth) not as a novel 

Zionist idea, but as the feeling of generation of Jews ~o regiroed themselves as 

foreign in the countries where they lived, even if they had been there for cmturies, 

and aJ.Wc.\YS felt that their true Homeland was the land of their fathers, the Land of 

Israel. They- came to Zionisn through their Jewishness. 
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It was quite different with the Jews of Hestern Europe. They saw, or tried 

to see, the lind where they lived as their O"vl'l land, the people amongst whom they 

dwelt as their own people, its language c.nd culture as their language and culture. 

It was only anti-Semitisn, the unwillingness of the nations to regard the Jews 

(in spte of their fonnal mancipation) as bone of their bone and flesh of their flesh, 

and the attitude of aispicion, jealousy and hatred that they adopted towards the 

Jews, that made many of then Zionists., and through their Zionisn thy returned to 

Judaisn. The Jews were prepared to assimilate with the peoples amongst whom they 

lived, but these peoples did not wish to absorb them, and for lack of any alternative 

they became Jews. 

The two great men that symbo}.ized European Jewry in its t\~ different forms, 

that of est .European Jewry and ti1at of =ast L\lropean Jewry, were Herzl and Weizmann. 

Herzl was an assimilated Jew who was made a Zionist by the anti-Semitic manifestations 

at the Dreyfus trial, and through his Zionism returned to Judaism. leizmann 1as a 

Russian Jew, born and bred in the Jewish tradition and heritage, who came to Zionism 

through taat heritage and tradition an::1. the Jewish education he received as a child 

in his father's home. 

American Jewry, like America as a whole, is a comparatively ne • phenomenon in 

history. The very existence of America was unkno'Wll until the end of the 15th century, 
Jews 

and at the beginning of the 19th century there were no more than 10,000/in America. 

Even at the beginning of the 20th, their number did not exceed a million - less than 

half of the Jewish population of Israel today. America itse f assumed its place as 

a world power on the international scene only at the errl of the Fir8t lorld 1lar -

or perhaps, to be more exact, only at the end of the second. 

American Jewry has never known discrimination, persecution and hostility, 

for ever since Ariarica became an independent State in he last quarter of the 13th 

century it has been a land of ~reedom and equality before the Law. The emergence 

and growth of the American nation is quite unlike that of the European peoples. 

It is ~tirely the result of mass migration - or, to use our ow term, Uthe ingathering 
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of exiles11 - in recent centuries. 

The President of the United States today is the gr ndson of an Irish 

Catholic immigrant, a't'ld the Jews of America are in this respect on the same footing 

as other Amelicans - apart from the Indians, who are only a small minority; they 

are immigrants, or sons and grandsons of immit;rants. 

In America there was never cJI1Y legal discrimination against Jews, and the 

Jew in that country feels that, he is an American by virtue of the same right as all 

other Americans - because he lives in America. Not all the immigrants of whom the 

erica.n people is composed brought 11i. th them the English Language as their mother

tongue, and the same applied to the Jews; as with other immigrants who did not come 

fn:mEnglish-speaking countries, only the second generation learned to speak English, 

If there are anti-Semitic manifestations in S)JDe circles in erica, this is only 

one example of the friction between comnrunities of different origins. W'hat, thoo~ 

was the true, specific s:>urce of Zionisn in It was solidarity with the 

fate of Jews in Europe. Almost all American Jews are descended from European Jews, 

either from Eastern or estern Europe. Such was the Zionism of the first generation 
. 

of immigrants in America - who still spoke Yiddish and to some extent kept up the 

ways of life and thought that they had brought with them; such was Zionisn among 

the second and third generations, who fGlt that they nrust help the European Jews 

who wanted a national home of their own in the Land of their Fathers. Such was the 

Zioniffil of that great Je~ Suprane Court Justice Louis Brandeis, or Julian ack 

or Louis Lip::ky, or Stephen Wise. 

Different from them all was the Zionism of my friend lbba Hillel Silver •• 

Although he is every inch an American, like Brandeis and Mack, Lip* and lise, 

Silver drew his Zionisn from his Jewish traditions,· his deep knowledge of the 
, 

sources of Judaism and Jew·sh history. Abba Hillel Silver's Zionisn is a unique 
. 

combination of the courage and the love of freedom, equality and justice of the 

fethers of the United States, who laid the foundations of its obnstitution, and a 

-
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profound identification with the annals of the Jewish people thro1~hout the 

ge1erations fro m the days of our Father Abraham until our own time, with t he historic, 

eternal, divine right of our people to the land of its fathers and with the age-old 

yearnings of the Jewish people for national and universal redanption, which have t heir 

so1,1rce in Israel's Prophets. Abba Hillel Silver's Zionisn does not be • n with the 

Basle Programme, the Balfour Declaration or the United Nation's decision of November 

~, 1947, but with t he divine promise to our Father Abraham: "To thy seed I will 

give this Land"• 

It is this ZioniSTJ. that has made Abba Hillel Silver the greatest and 

mo st courageous Zionist fighter in American Jewry. In his historic speech at the 

U .N. AssEmbly in Mey 1947, there was no plea for compassion on a suffering poople 

that had undergone the Nazi holocaust but a demand for justice for a poople robbed 

This was the motivating force in his politic ~t for a ewish tate. 

1 ot anti-Senitiam, not distress, not aid for suffering Jews - the rource of Abba Hil lel 

Silver's Zionisn was the conciousness and knowledge that the people of I erael and the 

Land of Israel have been interlinked without interruption throughout the generations. 

Apart from t he pioneers of t h last three genera~ions, who built the land with their 

toil and shed their blood in its defence before and after the establ,ishmEllt of the 

State, there was not a single Zionist in the Di sJ.1 ora 'Who had such profourrl historic 

sense of a natural, heredita:cy, reciprocal bond between the people of Israel and the 

Land of Israel as Abba Hillel Silver. d al though I have not al ys been - c d 
. 

perhaps I am not evm now - in agreement on all questions with t his oourageous 

Zionist fighter, I realize, as he doe that the State of Israel is the collective 

1 creation of the entire Jewish p8)ple, not only of the people now living, but of the 

Jewish people in all generations. And 1 · assume that bba Hillel Silver realizes as I do 

that this creation has not yet been completed, and that -we still ave a long road 

ahead, long and difficult, str~ with obstacles and danger before we can complete 



• - 6-

our work. There is one condition that must be fulfilled if we &re to complete it: 

the unity of the Jewish people, the unity of Jewr in the Diaspora and Jewry in 

Is19.el, and his unity cannot be achieved unless those who are devoted to Zion 

and the Jewish people dedicate their energies in every country - and first and fore

most in the United States of America - to the Jewish education of the younger 

generation and the intensification of their personal bonds ,-1ith the Jewioo po:>ple 

and the Jewish Land. 

My greeting to my friedd Abba Hillel Silver is that from now onward 

he hould show the same ardent faith and courage that he showed in his fight for 

the establiS1mE11t of the State of Isre.el in his fruitful efforts to ibl provide 

Hebrew education for the younger generation of Jews in the United States, to deepen 

the personal attachment of every Jew to Israel, and to strengthen the unity of 

the Jewish people the world o~er. For only y virtue of these three things shall we 

stand firm and survive both in Israel and in the Diaspora: throui:rh a feeling of 

a canm1on J wish destiny, draw:in sustenance from the depths of the Jewish hlstor,J 

and tradition of 4000 years; through a knowledge of the Hebrew language and the 

:imnortal books created by Israel's great men in that language; and t rough the 

personal attachment of every Jew to the Homeland of the Jewish poople in past 

and future . 

And rey greetinc to the Convention of the ZOA that has ass mbled • Israel 

is that it should take its place loyally by the rigj'lt hand of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

in the execution of the three great tasks of our ga1eration . 
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Honorary President 

Bernard Shulman 

Vice-Pre~idents 

HeBchel Auerbach 

Boris L Oelove 

Morley Hattis 

Louis Hershman 
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Leonard H. Oavid10n 

220 SOUTH STATE STREET • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS-60604 

WAbash 2-1285 

October 15, 1963 

Secretary to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear ~iss Secretary: 

We will apprecia e it very muoh if you will send 

us a current biographical sketch and glossy photo

graphs of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. These are 
required for publicity and public relations 
purposes in connection with our Hanukkah Festival 

being held on December 15, 1963 at which Dr. Silver 

dll be pr sent. 

Since we are this week preparing our publicity and 

advertising campaign, we will appr ciate your 

immediate a tention to this reques. Thank you 
for your kind courtesy and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

IJID:ne Leonard H. Davidson 

~----------
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

y dear Dr. Silver: 

October 17~ 1963 

1 wrote to you August 19, 1963 with reference to your expected 
visit with us at our Hanukkah Festival on December 15, 1963 
when we expect to be privileged to celebrate with you your 
70th birthday. 

Frankly, I did not expect an immediate answer as this was 
the pre-Holiday season, and for a Rabbi in Israel, those 
Holidays take preoedenoe over anything else. However, the 
time of Deoember 15th approaohes rapidly and we certainly 
would like to know whether it would be possible for you to 
come to Chioago on Saturday Evening preceding that date. 

As I pointed out to you in that let er, this would afford us 
an opportunity to have a private dinner with you and the 
leadership of the Zionist Movement and the Chicago Jewish 
Community who I know are looking forward to this event. 
However, should it be impossible for you to spend another 
night with us, we will then plan an early dinner on that 
Sunday prior to the Festival at the Civic Opora House, 
which is scheduled to start at 8:15 P.M. 

Please favor us with an early reply so that we can make our 
plans aeoordingly. 

i t h Zionist greetings and best wishes. 

David S. Bern, President 
DSB:ne ZIONI ST ORGANIZATION OF CHICAGO 



October 21, 1963 

y dear r. Bern: 

Let m thank you for your 1 tter of Octob r 7th. I a 

look· g wara wi p ea ure to the Ghanuka Fe ti val 

on ece1 ber 15th. 

It will not be possible for me to co e on aturday ev ning 

pr ceding that day as I 1ust remain in Cleveland. If you 

plan an early d·nn r on unday prior to the F tival at 

the Civic Op ra ouse, it is rfectly agreeable to me, 

but please do no count on me to ad re the roup prior 

to the meetin . I ha e to conser tr ngth a bit and 

I do not wi h to peak twice the sam day. ... 

ith all ood wishes, perrr. it me to re ain 

AHS:bfm 

r. David S. Bern 
President 
Zionist Organization 
of Chicago 
ZZ0 South State Street 
Chic go, lllinoi 

Very cordially your , 

ABB HILLEL SILV R 



- .. , ' ., . 

THE EXCHANGE NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO 

MI LTON J. S 11,BERMAN 
Jl i<-e Presitlent 

la Salle and Adams 
332-5000 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cl 1weland 6, Ohio 

My dear Dr . Silver: 

October 28, 1963 

I was in Cleveland yesterday, Sunday, meeting with our 
friends of the Greater Cleveland ZioniFt DiEtrict and 
while there, I communicated with you and found that you 
were away from the city and would not be back for another 
week or so. I much regretted not having the opportunity 
of talking to you. 

Mr. Bern has advised me of your letter of last week . I 
had not known that he had written you for a possibility 
of coming Saturday night which I too agree i out. I 
had suggested to him and our officers for you would arrive, 
if at all possible , sometime early tunday afternoon. We 
could have a small dinner of say 35 couples, again keeping 
within the theme of seventy, your birthday at ~: 30 p. m. , 
no peeche~ so that we could adjourn to the opera house 
for the progrE,m at 8 : 00 p . m. 

If you feel thi, will suit your convenience , please let 
me hear from you upon your return to the office. We shall 
make hotel reservations for you and I will have your plane 
reservations forwarded to Cleveland. -If you have any pre
ference for time or flight , please let me know an aleo 
what fli ht you would want to leave Chicago on. 

With kind personal regards to Mrs . 
family. 

MJ :KM 



er 7, l ,t 3 

y dear ilton: 

e turn to le eland, I fo a your tt r of 
cto e£· 

5:30 P. 
t . I should be very pl e t • t 

• on un y at a nail inner ith 01,. o 
our fri nds. 

As far as plane reaervationa are cone 
like to leave lev 1 d at a out two o' 
noon and return the followin day, so 
afternoon. 

ned, I should 
lock unday fter
e time early in the 

\ ith all good wishes and lookin forw 1·d, with leasure, 
to seeing you, I remain 

:bf 

r. ilton J. ilver an 
The Exchange National Bank 
of Chicago 
La Salle and Adams 
Chicago, Winoia 

Very cordially yours, 

ABBA HILLEL SILVE 



Office ol the President 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF CANADA 
2025 UNIVERSITY STREET 

MONTREAL 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

November 25, 1963 

I have to acknowledge the 
kind and generous response you have made 
to a call for a contribution to the Jesse Schwartz 
emorial Fund which is to be used for a Youth 

Center in his name in Israel. This is most 
encouraging to the canmittee who is conducting 
the campaign, which is a project of the Keren 
Hayesod. 

It is the means the z.o.c. 
has chosen to canmemorate our late beloved 
Director who gave of himself in complete and 
selfless devotion over a lifetime to the cause 
which is so dear to all of us. 

Once again, it is my very 
special pleasure to thank you for your 
remembrance. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ ,/ ti 
~ 

I' .I 
Joseph N. Frank 

JNF:PW President 
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Abba Hillel Silver-An Appreciation 

HAROLD P. MA SO 

* 

A REMARKABLE UNITY pervades the still-incomplete lifework of 
Abba Hillel Silver. His entire career runs in a straight line to

ward an almost inevitable meeting with an exacting assignment from 
history. 

The nature of that assignment was decreed by "the inescapable 
logic of events" ( a phrase that would figure prominently in his public 

utterances). His historic task was to realize the revolutionary program 

which had been set in motion by Theodor Herzl in 1897-to secure 

international recognition for the reconstitution of an independent 
Jewish State. 

An American rabbi, preeminent _a leader of Reform Judaism, 
but nurtured by East European Jewish raditions and folkways, and 

bound in love to the masses of bis peopl '; undeviatingly committed 
from early childhood to the Herzlian concept of political Zionism; 
schooled in the processes of political action in a democratic society; 
endowed with a powerful intellect, a commanding personality, and 

oratorical skills that could persuade masses and move them to action, 

Dr. Silver was perfectly cast for his role by life itself. 

* 

The S. S. Kceln, out of Bremen, reached New York harbor on a 

June day in 1902. Among the new immigrants whom it brought to 
Ellis Island was a thin, dark, curly-haired, nine-year-old boy, decked 
out in a sailor suit for the occasion. Abba Silver, held in tow by his 
mother, Dinah, had arrived together with his older brother and a 

sister to rejoin their father, Rabbi Moses Silver, in the new home 
which he had established in America. Behind them was the Lithu
anian town of Neinstadt-Schirwindt where the six Silver children 

were born-and also a tradition of learning and scholarship which 
they would transplant in the exciting new land that welcomed them. 
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One of the dominant themes of Abba Hillel Silver's later life and 
action was born on that day: belief in America as a force for good 
in the world. He would come to know America intimately-her vast
nes and diversity, but mostly her power to achieve a better life-and 
would eagerly make his own contribution to her civilization. 

The America he first encountered was New York's lower East 
Side. Hi childhood in the family's tenement on Madison Street was 
altogether happy. The drabness of tenement life at the turn of the 
century seems to have been shut out. Here, as in Neinstadt, his home 
was a place of scholarship, tolerantly administered by Rabbi Moses 
Silver. 

The third in a succession of ordained rabbis, Moses Silver did not 
make the rabbinate his profession. In Neinstadt he had earned a 
modest livelihood in the soap business, but learning was the essence 
of his life. In New York he taught in a Hebrew school and also gave 
free instruction to many gifted youngsters. He remained dedicated to 
scholarship until his death at the age of eighty-seven at his home in 
Jerusalem, where he and his wife settled in 1924. Shortly before his 
eightieth birthday Moses Silver published two volumes of a Biblical 
commentary, Hishukei Kessef (.Filigr,ee of Silver), which were well 
received by both scholars and laymen and. which reflect his learning 
and his piety. The range of his intellectual interests was wide and 
included not only traditional Biblical and Talmudic studies, but mod
ern Hebrew literature and the secular humanities as well. 

There were not many Jewish homes at the turn of the century in 
which such coexistence was actively encouraged or even acceptable. 
Traditional Jewish learning and ccsecularism,, were generally in con
flict, giving rise to fanaticism and intolerance on both sides. Moses 
Silver taught his children to view Judaism in its entirety and to rec
oocile, rather than accentuate, apparent diversities. 

Zionist thought was, inevitably, a central influence in such a 
home .. Heroic Biblical figures inspired visions of a reborn Jewish na
tion. The essays of Abad Ha-Am, the philosopher of cultural Zionism, 
were read and discussed in Hebrew. The lifework of Theodor Herzl, 
the founder of modern political Zionism, was followed avidly by the 
entire family. 

In 1904, the year of Herzl's untimely death, the two Silver boys 
formed the Dr. Herzl Zion Club. It was the very first Zionist Hebrew
speaking group in America and was to serve as a training ground for 
the future leadership of the movement. Its first president was thirteen
year-old Maxwell Silver, who was succeeded two years later by Abba 
Hillel Silver. The club held debates and performed plays in the 
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Hebrew language. A half-century later one of the group reminisced: 
"Abba always played the young hero, with flashing eyes and sword
play. He was built for the role. He looked the part.'' 

The club's membership included Emanuel eumann, who would 
later head the Zionist Organization of America and be Silver's closest 
assc_.iate in the political leadership of United States Zionism; the 
future Hebrew educator Israel Chipkin; a number of ubsequent 
leaders of the rabbinate, including Barnett R. Brickner, Abraham 
Feldman, Benjamin Friedman, Jesse Schwartz, as well as many 
others who were destined to make significant contributions to Ameri
can Jewish life. Of this elite group and its meetings on the lower East 
Side, Neumann wrote in 1953: "I joined ... on a wintry Saturday 
evening, when the club was celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of the presi
dent. Its president then and its natural leader for years thereafter was 
Abba Hillel Silver. His was a firm rule, tempered always with a saving 
sense of humor. He was loved, admired and obeyed. His word at the 
end of a long debate had the ring of finality and was accepted without 
demur. The very quality of his voice brought conviction." 

One of the recorded incidents in the history of the Dr. Herzl 
Zion Club is prophetic. The club had been plunged into ideological 
controversy almost from its inception. At first, the anti-Zionist views 
of the rigidly Orthodox left it without a meeting place, but for the 
home of Rabbi Moses Silver, to whom the boys turned for guidance 
and support. Finally, the group rec,eived permission to meet in the 
nonsectarian Educational Alliance. With the advent of a new director 
of that institution, the club was again facing homelessness. Its name 
was considered too "political." One day the director was making the 
rounds with one of the benefactresses of the Educational Alliance. 
On entering the room where the Dr. Herzl Zion Club boys met, they 
were astonished to find the meeting being conducted in Hebrew. The 
director and the good lady lectured the group severely on their poor 
display of ''Americanism" in choosing to speak an alien tongue. When 
they finished, a tall boy in his early teens stood up and announced 
calmly that the Dr. Herzl Zion Club identified itself with the Zionist 
movement, that it would continue to use the language which David 
had found suitable for the composition of the Psalms, and through 
which Isaiah had expressed his vision of universal peace and justice. 
Quite speechless, the director and the lady withdrew. The Dr. Herzl 
Zion Club continued to conduct meetings in Hebrew at the Educa
tional Alliance-and Abba Hillel Silver had won his first ideological 
battle against an attitude which he would encounter and best time 
and again in his career. 
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In 1911, after graduating from Townsend Harris High School, 
where he wa one of the top students, Abba Hillel Silver took a step 
which must have been anathema to some of his neighbors and 
also worried a number of his young Zionist comrades. Like Maxwell a 
few years earlier, he decided to enter the Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati-the center and stronghold of Reform Judaism. To the 
ultra-Orthodox this was a few steps short of apostasy. To some of the 
Herzl Zion boys, mindful of the anti-Zionist attitude which then 
permeated Reform Jewry, it represented a threat that their leader 
might be taken over by the "enemy." He, however, was certain that he 
and other friends who were to accompany or follow him to Cincinnati 
would ultimately occupy and dominate the citadel of Liberal Judaism. 
Interestingly enough-perhaps typically-the Silver boys' decision re
ceived warm encouragement and support from their father. 

Accepted by the Hebrew Union College, he also enrolled in the 
University of Cincinnati with the intention of completing his rabbini
cal studies imultaneously with his general college education. He 
carried this off with resounding success, accomplishing nine years' 
work at the College in four years and graduating from both institu
tions in 1915. 

The motif of leadership runs throughout his college years and is 
fresh in the memory of fellow students. 

Young Rabbi Silver's first pulpit was in Wheeling, West Virginia, 
at the Eoff Street Temple. Wheeling was chiefly significant in his life 
for the presence of Virginia Horkheimer, daughter of a leader of the 
community, and the product of five generations on American soil. 
The courtship outlasted his stay in that city and was continued from 
Cleveland until their marriage in 1923. 

This wonderfully happy union must occupy a central place in 
any evaluation of Rabbi Silver's career. Virginia Silver, a personality in 
her own right, has been content to realize herself as wife to a remark
able man and mother to two fine sons. Living in the atmosphere of 
love and support which she created, Rabbi Silver received an added 
measure of confidence and strength for his career. He also received 
valuable counsel-for Virginia Silver proved to be very astute in taking 
the measure of a person. 

Silver was all of twenty-four when, after two years in Wheeling, 
he received a call to one of the most important pulpits in America
Cleveland's Tifereth Israel (The Temple). From 1917, the year of his 
arrival in Cleveland, it has been his beloved spiritual home and the 
workshop of his creative spiritual life. 

There were, of course, doubts about his matur1ty. He was, after 
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all, succeeding the venerable Rabbi Moses J. Gries, and skeptics an

ticipated a fiasco. His first sermon, which has become something of 

a legend, swept away all reservations. An electrified congregation 

came away with the proud knowledge that they had chosen as their 
spiritual leader a most extraordinary man. 

Not that it was all smooth sailing thereafter. The words which 

rang out from Rabbi Silver's pulpit were not designed to please, but 

to summon to moral and social action. His uncompromising Zionism, 

his internationalism in a Midwest stronghold of isolationism, his 

espousal of the cause of organized labor long before labor became a 

major force in American society, his attacks against some of the most 

powerful economic and political interests in the state and nation

these and other views were extremely distasteful to some leaders of 

the city. Conflict and controversy were inevitable, as were victory and 

vindication for the unyielding rabbi who had won the hearts and 

minds of the congregation and large sections of the community. lt 

became clear at the very outset that Abba Hillel Silver could be held 

only on his own terms. 
The beginnings of his work in Cleveland were interrupted by 

the First World War. He served in France where his ministry to the 

Allied troops won him the Academic Palms as Officier de !'Instruction 

Publique. 
Upon his return he plunged into the work of making The Temple 

not only the largest, but perhaps the most progressive and education

ally creative Liberal Jewish congregation in America. Two years after 
his arrival the membership had risen from 725 families to 916. Five 

years later, in 1922, Rabbi Silver laid the cornerstone for the inspiring 

edifice where the congregation has worshiped since 1924. In 1959 a 

great new wing was added to The Temple, which today boasts a large 

st:hool, a fine library, and an exceptional museum of Jewish religious 
mid ceremonial art, among the many other educational and cultural 

facilities available to its membership of 2,400 families. This many

faceted institution is now jointly administered by Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver and his son, Daniel Jeremy Silver, the fifth in the family's 

unbroken chain of rabbis and scholars-a moving and poetic culmina

tion of one of the senior rabbi's most cherished dreams. 
An achievement like The Temple would for most men represent 

total fulfillment, leaving little time or inclination for other endeavors. 

The very process of building and physical expansion can become an 

all-absorbing occupation. Spiritual and moral purposes have too often 
been trapped and entombed in the cornerstones of magnificent edi

fices. Their size and complexity impose heavy administrative de-
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mands on the spiritual leader, who is in constant danger of being 
transformed into a corporation executive or professional fund raiser. 
But Rabbi Silver has kept the emphasis where it belongs: on Jewish 
teaching and worship. 

Moreover, the daily tasks of the rabbinate, however significant 
and rewarding in themselves, could not contain his searching mind. 
He heard other voices. The love of scholarship could not be stilled and 
he somehow found time to study and to write-though never to the 
extent that he wished. 

In 1925 he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from He
brew Union College. His thesis was later expanded into his first 
published book, Messianic Speculations in Israel ( 1927)-regarded 
by scholars as a classic contribution to the study of Messianic con
cepts. The subject matter is highly illuminating in relation to Silver's 
total personality. Superficially it would appear that nothing could be 
more alien to the spirit of one who is so totally committed to action 
in the modern world than the mystical quest for the Messianic era 
and its meaning. Nevertheless, it is precisely this subject which ab
sorbed him as a young scholar and which has recurred frequently in 
his writings. He applied his keen intelligence to gain a fuller under
standing of the Messianic motif which is unmistakable in Jewish ex
perience over the centuries. The qualities of Jewish mystical thought
its fervor and scope-appealed to him, though he firmly rejected mys
tical solutions to man's problems. He brought these qualities to his 
work in the rabbinate and the Zionist movement. 

In attempting to define the unique nature of Silver's leadership 
of the Zionist movement, the author wrote in 1949: c~o real under
standing of Dr. Silver-the man and the leader-is possible without 
an appreciation of the fact that he is first and foremost Rabbi Silver, 
a person of deep spiritual convictions and a profound scholar .... 
He regards his pulpit in Cleveland, Ohio, with the reverence and de
votion of one for whom there can be no greater calling in life. If we 
bear this fact in mind, many things whicn at first glance appear 
mystifying become crystal clear: why he underwent the physical dis
comfort of spending many days of each week on trains and planes, 
commuting between New York and Cleveland or Washington and 
Cleveland-this over a period of six years-in order to be back in his 
pulpit on the Sabbath; why, even in the midst of the most severe 
crises in his political life, he could be found at The Temple happily 
engaged in teaching a class of children; why, surrounded by admiring 
multitudes in New York, he would confide to his friends that he 
yearned for the peace of his study; why he always spoke so wistfully 
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of the days when he could devote himself to Jewish scholarship-the 

days when he wrote the profound Messianic Speculations in Israel. 

"When we view Dr. Silver in the light of his dedication to the 

spiritual essence of Judaism, we are better able to understand his 

unshakable faith that the Zionist cause would triumph, no matter 

what the obstacles, as well as the quality akin to mysticism which is 

present even in his most 'political' utterances-a quality which some 

regarded as a contradiction of his basic character, but which those 

close to him understood to be the true expression of that character.•► 

Two decades of intermittent but impressive scholarly activity 

were abruptly halted when Silver was called to the leadership of the 

American Zionist movement-though this phase of his creative life 

was energetically resumed following his withdrawal from Zionist 

politics. He wrote three more books prior to his assumption of active 

political leadership. The Democratic Impulse in Jewish History (1928) 

is a compact presentation of his view of Judaism as essentially a 

people's religion and of Jewish creativity as people-based. The pri

mary role occupied by the Jewish people in his concept of Jewish 

history would determine his approach to all aspects of Jewish life

including, of course, the Zionist program which, to his mind, required 

a strong popular foundation. The interaction between people and 

leader-each drawing inspiration from the other, with the former 

always paramount-would be a fascinating subject of inquiry through

out his life. He would also have the opportunity, given to few schol

ars, of translating his concepts into living history. 
Silver foresaw the vast economic changes that would sweep over 

America in the 1930's. In Religion in a Changing World ( 1930) he 

outlined a program toward a just social order and described the role 

that a vigorous religion would have to assume. It was in the prophetic 

tradition. The volume was for many months a nonfiction best-seller. 

In World Crisis and Jewish Survival (1941), a collection of essays 

( including .his 1940 Dudleian Lecture at Harvard), the scholar is 

embattled against the then-triumphant Nazi tyranny, and there are 

signs of the emerging political leader. There is also a ringing confi

dence in the Jewish people's ability to survive the holocaust and to go 

forward toward the fulfillment of its role in history. 
With his passionate devotion to social justice, Rabbi Silver was 

impelled to take stands on vital issues in the life of his city, state, 

and country. His Sunday morning sermons, which supplement the 

regular Temple services on the Jewish Sabbath, quickly became 

events of community-wide importance, attracting huge audiences of 

both Jews and non-Jews. One of the most civic-minded cities of 
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America, Cleveland responded warmly to Abba Hillel Silver, and for
ward-looking citizens turned to him for guidance and leadership. His 
unabated popularity has been phenomenal, not merely because he 
managed to remain a "prophet with honor" in his own community 
for so many years, but because he has achieved this without aiming 
at popularity. Never concerned with his professional career as an 
end in itself, he sought no favors and did not tailor his opinions and 
actions to conform to prevailing attitudes. Indeed, his words and 
actions were frequently disturbing to the comfortable and socially 
unconcerned. 

After the First World War, when Cleveland, like so many other 
American cities, fell prey to the Palmer anti-Red hysteria, Rabbi 
Silver took the lead in restoring civic sanity. In 1921 he engaged in 
a running debate with no less formidable an opponent than Newton 
D. Baker, the former Secretary of War in Wilson's cabinet and one
time Mayor of Cleveland. The issue was the open shop versus the 
closed shop, with Silver arguing vigorously in support of the labor 
unions. He resigned from the Chamber of Commerce, of which Baker 
was then president. But vindication was not long in coming and 
Cleveland's unions achieved the closed shop. 

In 1928 he initiated an enterprise in social pioneering which had 
tremendous effects. It was due to his vision and energy that The 
Temple became the birthplace of the unemployment insurance move
ment in Ohio and perhaps also in the United States. Eight years of 
unremitting effort on the part of Rabbi Silver and his associates re
sulted in the passage by the Ohio State Legislature of an unemploy
ment insurance bill which he helped to frame. 

During the depression years he was a militant champion of 
organized labor and an unrelenting foe of the "wreckers., among 
Ohio's industrialists and financiers. With the intensity of a Biblical 
prophet he denounced by name the prominent citizens who qualified 
as "financial jugglers., and "pirates." His zeal stimulated public pro
tests and reform movements which made decency and social respon
sibility prevail. 

The importance and scope of Rabbi Silver's contributions to his 
community may be gathered from the section on Cleveland in John 
Gunther's Inside U.S.A. (1947) where he is described as "probably 
its most distinguished citizen." 

All of these works, however, were prologue and preparation for 
the chief task which was still to come. Silver had retained his inti
mate association with the Zionist movement from the days of the 
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Dr. Herzl Zion Club. By 1920 he was well known in Zionist circles 
as a brilliant young orator and was invited to address the interna
tional Zionist conference in London that year, sharing the platform 
with such eminent personalities as Lord Balfour, Lord Cecil, Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, and Max Nordau. In the rift that developed be
tween Dr. Weizmann and Louis D. Brandeis, the leader of American 
Zionism, Silver strongly supported Brandeis. The conflict, which was 
ideological in part, involved the control and administration of philan
thropic funds raised in the United States for work in Palestine 
through the efforts of American Zionists. Silver was a loyal member 
of the group headed by Brandeis and Judge Julian W. Mack, and 
when Brandeis and Mack withdrew from leader hip of the Zionist 
Organization of America, he went with them. He returned to active 
service in the movement in the late twenties accepting Dr. Weiz
mann's leadership. But his early differences with the head of the 
World Zionist Organization would recur periodically and , at one criti
cal moment, decisively. 

With the rise of Nazism in Germany, Silver reacted with char
acteristic militancy. He was not content merely with denunciation of 
Nazi persecutions. Together with Samuel Untermeyer he organized 
the anti-Nazi boycott in the United States. This, brought him into 
sharp conflict with those American Jewi h leaders who objected to 
"provocative" actions which, they held, might worsen the plight of the 
Jews in Germany. His dire predictions, based on a keen awareness of 
the evil forces which had been unleashed in the world, were borne 
out by subsequent horrors. 

The immediate importance of Palestine became increasingly 
apparent with the growing acuteness of the Jewish refugee problem. 
Huge sums of money were required for the rescue and rehabilitation 
of the largest possible number of European Jewish refugees-and the 
gre9ter holocaust was still to come. Regarding this task as the solemn 
responsibility of American Jewry, Silver undertook a leading role in 
fund raising, becoming chairman of the United P? lestine Appeal in 
1938 and also co-chairman of the United Jewish Appeal. The years 
of his leadership in this sphere were marked by greatly intensified 
activity and by the establishment and attainment of ever higher fund
raising goals. It is well worth noting that some of the highest peaks 
in the history of American Jewish fund raising were reached under 
the leadership of a Zionist rabbi. It would appear-later organizational 
mythology notwithstanding-that the Zionist label was not a liability 
in the raising of "big money'' and that successful leadership is not 
necessarily confined to successful businessmen. 
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In the midst of his fund-raising efforts Dr. Silver was primarily 
concerned with Zionist statesmanship, rather than mere philanthropy. 
He made the United Palestine Appeal an instrument of education, 
which served to prepare American Jewry for the decisive political 
role that it was to play some years later. He had remained true to the 
Herzlian ision. 

When the Zionist Revolution entered its climactic phase during 
the Second World War, no cause seemed more hopeless than the goal 
of a Jewish State in Palestine. The phenomenal progress of the 
Yishuv, the courageous Jewish community of Palestine, and its sig
nificant contributions to the war effort were rewarded by the White 
Paper policy barring Jewish refugees from the country. While the 
slaughter of European Jewry was being carried out with methodical 
efficiency by the Nazis, Great Britain left no doubt about her determi
nation to scuttle her international obligation to assist the develop
ment of a Jewish ational Home. Nevertheless, World Zionist 
diplomacy, based in London, clung resolutely to the hope that the 
partnership with Britain, which had begun so promisingly in 1917 
with the issHance of the Balfour Declaration, would be resumed. In 
such circumstances the very idea of an independent Jewish State was 
fading fast from the world of political reality, even as this idea be
came the sustaining hope of the Jewish people, even as the Yishuv 
was readying itself for the decisive struggle, and even as the Zionist 
mo ement was confronted by a never-to-be-repeated opportunity to 
place its case high on the int rnational agenda and to press for Jewish 
statehood as an act of world restitution and justice. 

Only the entry of a powerful new force in support of the Zionist 
cause could avert a political disaster and infuse new strength and 
confidence for the major battles that lay ahead. That force was-had 
to be-the United States of America. The pivotal fact of the political 
struggle for Jewish statehood was that its center was shifting-at first 
slowly, almost imperceptibly, and later with tradtion-shattering veloc
ity-from London :o Washington, as the center of world leadership 
generally was moving to an America which had neither sought nor 
prepared itself for such a role. 

To anticipate this major trend and bring the Zionist cause into 
the mainstream of a historic process, and then to accelerate that proc
ess to win international approval of a Jewish State-this was the 
challenge to Zionist statesmanship. A new type of leadership, closely 
attuned to the American scene but motivated by classic Zionist con
cepts, was required. This became the monumental task of Abba Hillel 
Silver. 
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He had perceived the trend even before the beginning of the 
Second World War. A conversation, which took place between Eman
uel Neumann and himself at the Twenty-first World Zionist Con
gress, held in 1939 in Geneva under the shadows of impending war 
and the recently issued British White Paper, i highly significant in 
the light of later developments. Neumann urged him to aspire to 
active political leadership of the Zionist movement in America. He 
replied that a world war would surely break out soon, that one of its 
probable results would be a shift of the center of gravity in world 
affairs to America, and that this would be the appropriate moment 
for his entry into the political arena. Neumann, then returning to 
America from a seven-year stay in Palestine, resolved to prepare the 
ground. 

The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs, repre
senting all major parties in the United States, was established in 
New York in 1940. In the three years that followed Neumann strug
gled to create a foundation for Zionist political action. Hampered by 
the inadequate commitment of Zionist colleagues to such a course, 
as well as by budgetary problems, be nevertheless managed to bring 
about the formation of the American Palestine Committee, number
ing hundreds of members of both Houses of Congress, cabinet mem
bers, governors, and many other influential figures in public life. 
Subsequently he also fostered the formation of a special national 
committee of Christian dergy, the Christian Council on Palestine, 
and initiated other important activities Ln the field of public relations. 
Official contacts between the Zionist movement and the State Depart
ment in Washington were developed and cultivated. However, Neu
mann was the first to decry the inadequacy of Zionist effort against 
the background of slaughter in Europe, perfidy in London, and silence 
in Washington. He voiced his protest by resigning his post. The ways 
of personal diplomacy had brought Zionist polity to a dead end. The 
old methods of shtadlanut, the approaches to governmental leaders 
by eminent Jews reinforced by nothing more than personal promi
nence and charm, had been thoroughly discredited. 

The new voice and new approach were sounded on May 2, 1943, 
at the National Conference of the United Palestine Appeal in Phila
delphia. Dr. Silver unfolded the Jewish people's condition in all its 
shocking reality. Then he took the offensive. He attacked not only 
British policy-criticism of which had been frequently voiced by other 
Zionist orators-but challenged the attitude of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt himself. ("The tragic problems of the Jewish people 
in the world today cannot be solved by chiefs of government or promi-
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nent officials sending us Rosh Hashanah greetings I") He next sum
moned the Zionist movement to carry out a program of political 
action, prophetically describing the outcome: 

'We are confident that the inescapable logic of events will in due 
time make Palestine a Jewish State. For a shorter or longer time this 
may be halted or retarded, but the rebirth of Is.rael as a nation in its 
historic home is as sure to come to pass as God's word never returns 
empty until it has accomplished that for which it was sent. 

"The inescapable logic of events! When all the doors of the 
world will be closed to our people, then the hand of destiny will force 
open the door of Palestine. And that hour is rapidly approaching." 

His assumption of active political leadership was now an inevi
table-and for his opponents, an unavoidable-development. Dr. Weiz
mann had suggested it in 1942 during a visit to America. He had 
developed a high appreciation of Silver's talents during the latter,s 
1942 visit to war-torn London. But Weizmann,s proposal had been 
blocked by some Zionist leaders who feared Silver's militancy and 
resented his none-too-gentle criticism. Now a group of American 
Zionists headed by Neumann earnestly requested Silver to head a 
reorganized Emerg,ency Committee. It was to be called the American 
Zionist Emergency Council and it would create an imperishable 
record. 

From August, 1943, onward Silver's biography and the history 
of Israel's establishment become inseparable-f:Or any review of the 
momentous years that followed his ac,ceptance1 of the chairmanship 
of the American Zionist Emergency Council brings into bo:d relief 
the decisive influence he exercised in determining the character, pol
icies, and program of Zionism in its most crucial period. 

He made a careful-and, as it turned out, accurate-estimate of 
the many fronts on which he would have to fight. He would have to 
contend with the British and with Arab propaganda ( in those years 
largely a creation of British policy); with the United States Adminis
tration, headed by the most popular of world leaders, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and guided by an anti-Zionist State Department; with the 
oil interests and with the confusion-spreading anti-Zionist minority 
in American Jewry-and others as well. His confidence that this array 
of powerful forces could be-and would be-subdued was not moti
vated by foolhardy courage, though courage he had in full measure. 
It was a combination of iron logic and iron nerve which dictated his 
every action and which he sought to instill in the movement he led. 
Had he not succeeded in this, had the Zionist movement remained 
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embedded in conventional methods and attitudes, the outcome would 
surely have been different. Recognizing this at the very outset, he set 
about to transform the whole character of American Zionism-to con
vert a club of well intentioned and highly motivated, but politically 
passive, Zionist personalities into the nerve center of a revolutionary 
program with a mass following. And since time was short and his 
own temperament rebelled against procrastination and clever ration
alizations, he was often impatient and ·'difficult" with those who 
would not or could not meet what he regarded as the clear and unmis
takable challenge of the hour. 

There was ample evidence that an overwhelming majority of 
American Jewry was prepared to support the full Zionist program. 
The opportunity for an impressive demonstration of this fact was at 
hand at the inaugural gathering of the American Jewish Conference 
in New York in the late summer of 1943. The resolution favoring a 
Jewish Commonwealth was violently opposed by the non-Zionist 
minority and was all but abandoned by prominent Zionist spokes
men in the name of "unity" and in return for non-Zionist support of 
unlimited Jewish immigration into Palestine. It was saved by Silver's 
powerful plea to the delegat,es to reject such compromises. "If we 
surrender our national and historic claim to Palestine," he warned, 
"and rely solely on the refugee· philanthropic appeal, we shall lose our 
case as well as do violence to the historic hopes of our people." 

The Jewish Commonwealth resolution was adopted by a vote of 
502--4. 

American Jewish opinion had been crystallized and confirmed. 
Now the task was to make that opinion a potent force in influencing 
American policy. This was the responsibility of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council which within a year became the most effective 
instrument of public relations and organized action in the history of 
the Zionist movement and probably in the history of American Jewry. 
Indeed, in the melancholy and perhaps exaggerated opinion of some 
targets of the Emergency Council-British Foreign Office spokesmen, 
United States State Department officials, and Arab propagandists-it 
was for a time the most successful activity of its kind on the American 
scene. In its final form it was the handiwork of Dr. Silver-a highly 
efficient and sensitive instrument, completely responsive to his tech
nique and style. 

A Washington Bureau was established and superbly conducted 
by Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, the many-talented spiritual leader of Toledo, 
Ohio, who had served as Rabbi Silver's close associate at The Temple 
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in Cleveland for many years. An intensive program of education on 
the Palestine problem had to be carried out in Washington. Friends 
were won in Congress and other areas of government. 

The Emergency Council's policies were hammered out in an 
executive committee composed of representatives of all Zionist par
ties. This in itself was a formidable task in view of historical differ
ences in ideology and methodology between the parties and their 
leaders. Inevitably, too, there were clashes of personality which some
times overshadowed issues; old grudges which intruded into discus
sions of vital questions and made objective evaluations difficult. 
Nevertheless, this group was the power center of the organized Zion
ist movement. It had to be held together and made to function effec
tively-often against the wishes of some of its own members. Silver 
achieved this by a combination of reason and power. In political de
bate his arguments were usually irrefutable. But this alone would not 
have persuaded the opponents of his militant policy of exerting pres
sure on the Administration in Washington. His policy had to be 
backed by the force of public opinion. A mobilized mass movement, 
dedicated to the realization of his program, would not only be the 
chief factor in the main struggle for a Jewish Stat,e, but would prove 
vital on the internal front as well. It would enable him to push 
through his policies and frustrate those of his opponents who were 
bent on scuttling his program. In any case, his philosophy of Jewish 
life determined that the leader must seek and obtain his mandate 
from the people. This he did-and the masses of American Jewry, led 
by the Zionist rank and file, responded with unprecedented enthu
siasm. It soon became clear to the British Foreign Office, the Ameri
can State Department, and to the leaders of Zionism in the United 
States and abroad that the overwhelming majority of American Jews 
strongly supported Abba Hillel Silver. 

The Emergency Council's program was carried out by a staff 
personally directed by Silver, and this was a main factor in its suc
cess-apart from the dedication of its members. Many observers of 
the American Jewish scene have said that never before or since was 
there a staff performance to approximate that of the Emergency 
Council team which functioned from late 1943 through 1948. It was 
not a very large group by present organizational standards, though 
the allegations of its anti-Zionist enemies created the flattering im
pression of a heavily financed army of propagandists. The anonymity 
of many of its most important members is a deficiency in the recorded 
history of Zionism which will, one day, be corrected. For example, 
the name of Harry L. Shapiro, the devoted and profoundly human 
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executive director of the Emergency Council, ur ly belongs in any 
record of Israers emergence. The Silver method excluded any dichot
omy between the leader and the professional executive. Key execu
tives of the Emergency Council became his clo e and loyal friends 
and, when occasion required, fighters for hi policies and program. 

The history of the Palestine Re olution which wa introduced in 
both Houses of Congress early in 1944 is an obje t lesson in political 
action within the American democracy. The span orship was impres
sive-in the Senate it was called the Wagner-Taft Resolution; in the 
House, the \Vright-Compton Resolution. The primary purpose of the 
bipartisan measure was later explain d by Sil er in an address to 
the convention of the Zionist Organization of America: • If our cause 
was to be placed on the national and international ag nda, if the 
attention of the American people and of the world was ever to be 
drawn forcibly to our problem on the eve of the effective date of the 
White Pa.per, and if the official silence in Washington was ever to be 
broken, the most effective, perhaps the only way in which it could be 
done, was by producing the discu sion of our problem in the world's 
greatest forum of opinion-the Congrnss of the United State . What 
happens there is news, national and international. In fact, the very 
discussion of a problem before such a forum is a political event. 

"Our investigation indicated beyond any reasonable doubt that 
sentiment among the members of Congress was highly favorable. 
Our nationwide poll, taken by our three hundred community contact 
groups all over the country before we introduced the resolutions, 
made it clear that when and if the resolutions came to a vote they 
would pass by very large majorities." 

But the resolutions did not come to a vote. The Administration 
brought about a postponement of action through the intervention of 
the War Department, which argued for delay on military grounds. 
In response to the strong public resentment which this evoked, Presi
dent Roosevelt, after a meeting with Dr. Silver and Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise, authorized the two Zionist leaders to issue a public statement 
in his name to the effect that "the American Government has never 
given its approval to the White Paper of 1939 . . . and that when 
future decisions are reached full justice will be done to those who 
seek a Jewish National Home_,. 

Only later was it learned that immediately after the issuance of 
this and subsequent pro-Zionist pronouncements by the President of 
the United States, the State Department sent reassuring messages to 
Arab governments, advising them that there had actually been no 
change in American policy. 
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decided that the matter be reopened in Congress. Clearance was 
sought from President Roosevelt and Secretary of State Stettinius; 
but notwithstanding the Democratic Party> s declaration and Roose
velt's own statement, the Administration opposed action. On Decem
ber 11, 1944, Stettinius appeared personally before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and argued against the Palestine Reso
lution in the name of the Adm'nistration. Such pressure from the 
Executive Branch made it impossible to pass the mea ure and it was 
tabled by a bare majority. 

Within the American Zionist Emergency Council the situation 
was even more discouraging. When the Administration>s opposition was 
encountered, a violent dispute developed. Those Zionist leaders who 
preferred to rely on Roosevelt's promise that he would, at some future 
date, support Zionist aspirations opposed further action which might 
prove embarrassing to the just-reelected President or incur his hos
tility. Silver, on the other hand, felt that every effort should be made 
to induce the Administration to withdraw its opposition. Unfortu
nately, the proponents of these two views adopted separate and con
flicting procedures in Washington. Thus, while Silver was pressing 
for a change in the Administration's attitude toward the resolution, 
other Zionist leaders were assuring public officials that they would 
not seek action against Roosevelt's wishes. The tabling of the resolu
tion was, in these circumstances,, inevitable,, and Silver was forced to 
resign from leadership of the American Zi.onist Emergency Council. 

The heated controversy in American Zionism which followed 
these developments proved to be an essential phase in the political 
education of the movement and of American Jewry. Silver's support
ers sprang to the defense of his policies. Led by Neumann and organ
ized by executives of the Emergency Council who had resigned in 
protest following Silver's removal from leadership, they formed the 
American Zionist Policy Committee which conducted a whirlwind 
campaign for the recall of Dr. Silver. In six months of debate between 
the "Silver activists·'' and the 'Wise moderates'' the central issue was 
crystallized: "The most effective representation ( to leaders of govern
ment) in a democracy is through organized public opinion . . . 
Zionist leaders who cannot whole-heartedly join in such an effort, or 
who are too entangled in party politics to appraise situations objec
tively and to follow an independent Zionist line should step aside. 
We have nothing to lose now but our illusions. We have a new life to 
build for our peopler This was the essence of Silver's challenge. 

It was taken up by the vast majority of American Zionists. After 
President Roosev,elt's death and the disclosure of his secret corre-
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spondence with King lbn Saud, the demand for Silver's return to 
political leadership became ever more insistent. In July, 1945, he was 
recalled to head the American Zionist Emergency Council and shortly 
thereafter he was also elected President of the Zionist Organization of 
America. 

The Palestine Resolution was reintroduced in Congress, with Dr. 
Neumann representing the Zionist position in Washington. Opposi
tion on the part of the State Department under President Truman was 
no less vigorous than it had been under President Roosevelt. But this 
time the Zionist ranks could not be split. After a full debate in the 
Senate, the resolution was overwhelmingly adopted on December 19, 
1945. 

The lessons taught by Dr. Silver during this period were to be 
applied definitively during the next three years. The rank and file, if 
not all Zionist leaders, now understood that a Jewish State could not 
be won by appeals to vague humanitarianism and that the tragic 
plight of European Jewry was not, in itself, a persuasive argument for 
action by the world's leaders. The Zionist case had to be backed by 
political force-and the movement had come to realize that it was not 
without real political bargaining power. It had the increasingly strong 
and determined Yishuv in Palestine, and it had the growing support 
of American Jewry, the largest Jewish community in history. Now it 
had, too, the full endorsement of the Legislative Branch of the United 
States Government and the ba,cking of millions of non-Jewish Ameri
can citizens. It could no longer be put off or ignored and would hence
forth address itself to the Executive Branch with greater confidence 
and far better results. 

Silver's clashes with the Roosevelt Administration had led some 
of his opponents to attribute partisan political motives to his actions. 
In certain instances their own involvement in the affairs of the Dem
ocratic Party caused them to think in such partisan terms. Silver was 
a Republican, hence bent on embarrassing and defeating Democrats. 
For them it was as simple-and crude-as that. His friendship with his 
fellow-Ohioan, Senator Taft, was, moreover, proof that he was a 
''reactionart~ to boot. 

He never bothered to reply to these insinuations. He was disdain
ful of labels like ccliberar and "reactionary." In Ohio he had supported 
both Democrats and Republicans for high public office, always seeking 
the better man. In national affairs he had strongly supported the New 
Deal during Roosevelt's first two terms. He had opposed a third term 
for Roosevelt and had announced his support of Wendell Willkie 
( whom many liberals belatedly recognized as one of their own). He 
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had awakened Robert A. Taft' intere t in the Zioni t cause early in 
the latter's political career and had car full nurtur d the Senator' 
Zionist ympathies wh ·ch, in the nd b cam a pow rful factor in 
determining the cour e of American policy on I rael. A for hi polit
ical views, he wa quite content to let the record peak for it If. A 
review of that record-of the position he ha taken on both national 
and international issues-make it clear that neither of our great 
political parties fully encompa se hi political and ocial philo ophy. 
If there were those who preferred to regard hi program of political 
action as pro-Republican in purpo e, he merely shrugged and went 
on with his work. His attitude proved advantageou to the Zioni t 
cause during the Roosevelt and Truman Admini trations, in view of 
their concern about the way in which "that Republican rabbi" might 
exploit the shortcomings of their Palestine policies. 

Silver's initial assessment of Pr ident Truman wa hop ful 
where Zionist aspirations were concerned. A a good Mi ourian the 
new President would "have to be hown." H would have to b on
vinced that American public opinion truly upported the tabli h
ment of a Jewish State, but once so convinced he would move forward. 
This analysis proved to be amazingly correct- though it wa Sil er' 
sometimes unpleasant duty to creat th kind of public pr ur 
which, while serving to persuade th Presid nt al o irritat d him. 
Such a relationship may not c ment er al fri nd hip but it can 
make for good politics, American style. In this in tanc , it helped to 
bring about the establishment of the State of I rael. 

Silver was not similarly hopeful about the new Labor Govern
ment which had come to power in Britain at war's end. He urged 
restraint and a wait-and-see attitude on his Zioni t colleague , some 
of whom were prepared for dancing in the streets in view of the 
Labor Party's official position on Palestine-a policy declaration that 
was more "maximal" than the World Zionist program. The rude awak
ening was not long in coming. The White Paper policy wa to be 
continued, and by one who would prove to be a bitter and vengeful 
foe-Ernest Bevin. 

In August, 1945, President Truman ent his famous letter to 
Prime Minister Attlee requesting that 100,000 certificates be granted 
for the immigration of Jew into Pal stine. The Briti h Government 
countered with the suggestion that an Anglo-American Committee of 
Inquiry be set up to investigate the position of the Jews of Europe, as 
well as the situation in Palestine. Silver refused to cooperate with the 
Committee, correctly appraising it as a delaying device and an excuse 
for inaction. 
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The Anglo-American Committee completed its report at the end 
of April, 1946. Silver immediately initiated representations in Wash
ington, and President Truman, in releasing the text of the report, 
issued a statement which drew an important distinction between the 
positive recommendation that 100,000 homeless Jews be transferred 
to Palestine immediately, and the long-term recommendations which 
were opposed to Zionist aspirations. 

However, there was no action on the 100,000 certificates. In
stead, a Cabinet Committee was appointed on June 11, 1946. The 
product of the discussions between the deputy members of this com
mittee and a corresponding British group was the "Morrison-Grady 
Report," which was actually Foreign Secretary Bevin's favorite scheme 
for the federalization of Palestine. This plan would have put an end 
to the idea of an independent Jewish State. Silver called for the full 
mobilization of American Jewry against it and, under pressure of an 
aroused and indignant public opinion, President Truman was per
suaded to reject it. Bevin's fury against the ''New York Jews» and the 
rabbi who led them was echoed in large sections of the British press 
which sought, without succesSi, to discredit Dr. Silver. 

Meanwhile, a carefully designed trap was be.ing laid. With their 
guns pointing at the heart of' the Yish:uv, the British were projecting 
a round-table conference with the Jews and the Arabs . It was reported 
that the British would be willing to entertain. a proposal for the par
tition of Palestine if such a proposal were to emanate from the Jewish 
Agency. The Executive of the Jewish Agency, meeting in Paris in 
August, 1946, responded that 0 it is prepared to discuss a proposal for 
the establishment of a viable Jewish State in an adequate area of 
Palestine.'' Silver, who had not been present at the Paris meeting, 
denounced this action as an enormous tactical blunder, declaring: 
"If it is true that the present Government of Great Britain is unwilling 
to grant us statehood in even part of Palestine, and the record of the 
present British Government is very clear on this subject, what point 
is there in making one grand gesture of renunciation after another 
and in publicly proclaiming our readiness for supreme sacrifices when 
our gestures are disdained and our sacrifices are contemned?'' 

He demanded a reaffirmation of the Biltmore Program calling for 
the reconstitution of all of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth, add
ing: "When proposals will be made to us by governments, which we 
will find truly reasonable and which will meet our fundamental needs 
and satisfy our national aspirations and our sense of justice, the 
whole movement will be prepared, I am sure, to give them every seri
ous consideration. . . . Sound and just proposals are bound to be 
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made to us sooner or later if v e do not lo e our nerve and our per
spective." He resigned from the Jewish Agency Executive, determined 
to bring about a decisive disavowal of its action at the World Zionist 
Congress. 

The fateful Twenty-second \Vorld Zionist Congre s-the fir t 
since the beginning of the war in 1939-opened at Basie, s, itzerland, 
on December 9, 1946. It was to make one of the most momentous 
decisions in modern Jewish history. The underlying issue was clear 
from the very outset: would the Zionist movement per ist in its efforts 
to achieve its goals through Great Britain, or would the Congress ter
minate a relationship which had become tragically unhappy and 
which foretold political disaster for the movement? The lines were 
drawn on the specific question of the London conference announced 
by the British Government for January, 1947, with the participation 
of representatives of the Arab states and of the Jewish Agency. Wa 
the Jewish Agency to go to London in ord r to propose partition a its 
solution of the Palestine question, or would the Congress reaffirm the 
Biltmore Program? 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann,, President of the Jewish Agency and of the 
World Zionist Organization, was emphatically in favor of participa. 
tion in the London conference ,on the basis of the partition proposal 
which the Jewish Agency Executive had put forward the preceding 
summer-and he made i.t clear that his future leadership of the World 
Zionist Organization depended on whether the Congress would sup
port his stand. Dr. Silver was the chief spokesman again t the course 
of action proposed by Dr. Weizmann. Declaring that it was bad tac
tics for Zionists to have proposed partition, he categorically opposed 
any proposal which would establish partition as the maximal Zionist 
position in international discussions of Palestine's future. He con
tended that this would inevitably result in the further whittling down 
of Jewish rights in order to arrive at a new compromise solution. 
Underlying his position was the confident expectation that a reason
able partition proposal would be offered to the Zionists ( as indeed it 
was in 1947 by the United ations Special Committee on Palestine) 
if only the movement would stand firm. 

In the final vote, a winning bloc, extending from left to right, 
upheld Dr. Silver's position. 

Another major issue at the Congress was the Jewish resistance 
movement in Palestine. On this question, too, there was a sharp differ
ence between Weizmann and Silver. Weizmann deprecated physical 
resistance to the British regime in Palestine and deplored '«the heroics 
of suicidal violence,, on the part of Jewish youth. He urged instead 
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c'the courage of endurance, the heroism of superhuman restraint.', 
Silver, on the other hand, hailed the resistance movement as one of 
the chief factors in the creation of a Jewish State and pledged his 
help to it. 

Soon after the Congress a frustrated British Government, in its 
meetings with Zionist leaders, revealed the plan for Palestine which 
it had hoped would emerge as a compromise between the White 
Paper policy and a Jewish Agency partition formula. The British solu
tion turned out to be an inferior edition of the Morrison-Grady fed
eralization plan. The soundness of the "Silver line" which the Congress 
had adopted was further demonstrated when Bevin, having been 
defeated in his attempts to impose a Palestine solution unilaterally, 
had no alternative but to announce that the British Government would 
refer the Palestine question to the United Nations-though some Zion
ists were alarmed by the British move. Many observers anticipated 
that the Jews would suffer a crushing defeat in the United Nations; 
not without reason, for the balance of forces did not, in the begin
ning, seem to favor the Zionist cause. 

As head of the newly established American Section of the Jewish 
Agency, Dr. Silver was now cbarg,ed with the enormous responsibility 
of directing the preparation and presentation of the Jewish case be
fore the United ations. He prov,ed to be no less skilled in the arts of 
diplomacy than in the, techniques of political action. He and his col
leagues sought and won the understanding and, ultimately, the sup
port of members of widely divergent blocs .and groupings of nations. 

Two years earlier he had boldly declared that the Zionist move
ment should seek support not only in Britain and the United States, 
but from the nations of the world generally-including the Soviet 
Union. This struck many as incredibly na1ve, in view of the Soviet 
Union,s consistent record of violent hostility to Zionism. Others ap
plied stronger epithets to his proposal, though finding it difficult to 
reconcile "radical" with ''reactionary:~ The appropriate word, of course, 
should have been nstatesmanlike," as was shown when the Soviet 
Union-motivated by self-interest, to be sure-supported the estab
lishment of a Jewish State in the United Nations debate. 

Convinced that the results of the United Nations deliberations 
would depend largely on the position that would be taken by the 
United States, Silver once again mobilized American Jewry and the 
non-Jewish supporters of the Zionist cause. The case for a Jewish 
State became a burning issue throughout America. 

On April 28, 1947,, the United Nations General Assembly opened 
its first session on Palestine. Mter prolonged debate an invitation to 
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present its case was extended to the Jewish Agency. On May 8th a 
unique event took place. A spoke man of the Jewish people sat in a 
council chamber together with the official representative of the 
nations of the world and formally voiced the demands of his people 
for national recognition and for the right to reestabli h a national 
state in their ancestral home. It was a moment rich in drama and in 
historic significance. Dr. Silvers persuasive addre , a well a hi 
subsequent appearances before the United Nations, brought a new 
sense of pride and dignity to Jews the world over. 

Silver>s strategy proved to be decisive in the achievement of the 
United Nations Partition Resolution. During the last nerve-wracking 
days of the General Assemb y's session it was by no mean certain 
that the necessary two-thirds majority would be obtained for the r o
lution. The outcome depended entirely on whether the nited Stat 
would use its great influence with the nations which normally follow 
its lead and urge them to vote in favor of the plan. Some representa
tives of the State Department wer,e not at all helpful. As the time for 
the vote approached, the issue was very much in doubt. A last-minute 
respite was afforded by the Tbanks,giving holiday, and during tho e 
critical twenty-four hours the J,ewish Agency delegation exerted the 
most strenuous efforts to avert defeat. Silver, Moshe Shertok (Sha
rett), Neumann, and all their colleagues of th Jewish Agency Execu
tive were indefatigable, as were the members of the Jewi h Agency 
staff, including Abba Eban, Eliahu Epstein (_ lath ), Mo he Toff, to 
name only a few. The cooperation of many other Jewish leaders and 
friends of the cause was quickly enlisted. The results of this con
certed effort were discernible when the United States delegation 
warmly urged other nations to follow its lead in support of the parti
tion plan. On ovember 29, 1947, by a vote of 33-13, the General 
Assembly gave international sanction to the establi hment of a Jewi h 
State. 

In a moving description of that memorable day, Neumann 
writes: "One by one we left the hall and drifted into the lobby. We 
were all overcome by emotion. I glanced at Silver and saw what I had 
never seen before-he wept." 

While a Jewish State had been voted by the United Nations, it 
was far from established. The British now devised a series of schemes 
to frustrate the will of the United ations and upset its decision. By 
systematically disarming the Jews and arming the Arabs, they antici
pated that the Jewish State would be unable to defend itself against 
the Arab onslaught and that, consequently, British forces would be 
in a position again to take over control in Palestine. In order to carry 
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out this plan the British Government had to ensure that the United 
ations Security Council would do nothing to halt the Arabs· attacks 

or to implement the Partition Resolution. However, the British mis
calculated two vital factors. They underestimated the determination 
of the Yishuv to stand firm even against the most discouraging odds, 
and they believed that, in cooperation with their friends in the United 
States Department of State, they would be able to win-and hold
American support. 

For a time they were remarkably successful. A shocking reversal 
of United States policy took place on March 19, 1948. The American 
Government argued in favor of an international trusteeship over Pal
estine in place of partition. For almost two months the United States 
delegation worked to reverse the November 29th decision and to sub
stitute its trusteeship plan. During this period Silver devoted himself 
chiefly to the activities of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
which gave massive expression to public indignation over the Admin
i tration1s reversal. On April 4, 1948, an estimated 50,000 Jewish 
war veterans paraded down ew York's Fifth Avenue in protest 
against the State Department's betrayal, while 250,000 demonstra
tors denounced the Administration at a rally in Madison Square 
Park. 

Silver and his collea,gues conducted a simultaneous offensive in 
the United ations against the United States trusteeship scheme. In 
the Security Council and in the Political Committee of the General 
Assembly he presented effective refutations of the arguments which 
had been employed to justify the United States proposal. 

The Jewish Agency's representatives had succeeded in defeating 
every attempt of the British and American delegates to bring about 
a repudiation of the Partition Resolution. As the May 15th deadline 
for the proclamation of the Jewish State approached, representatives 
of the State Department tried a last-minute gambit to avert the proc
lamation. They sought to engage the Jewish Agency in a round-table 
conference and proposed a temporary trusteeship arrangement. 
They implied that this proposal was supported by the President and 
coupled the offer with threats of dire consequences if it were rejected. 
Some Jewish leaders-including men who were soon to become high 
dignitaries of the new Government of Israel and of the World Zion
ist Organization-were ensnared by this maneuver and were prepared 
to accept the State Department's plan. They had been persuaded that 
the alternative might be the physical destruction of the Yishuv. Silver, 
however, insisted that the sole purpose of the proposal was to post
pone indefinitely the establishment of the Jewish State. He believed 
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that David Ben-Gurion was determined to proceed \J ith the proclama
tion and, moreover, that only the Jews of Pal tine could make the 
final decision, since it would have to be underwritten with their blood. 
All that he and hi colleagues could do ,,ras to offer a political judg
ment, leaving the ultimate decision up to the Yi hu . At the same 
time, Silver felt, the action that would be tak n by th Am rican Sec
tion of the Jewi h Ag ncy could either fortif B n-Gurion s po ition 
or weaken it. This wa , th refor , the mo t crucial action ever to be 
taken by the Am rican S ction. Fortunat ly a bar majority voted 
with Silver to inform Ben~Gurion that they had rej ctcd the State 
Department's offer. 

On May 14, 1948, the State of I rael wa proclaimed and the 
President of the United State announced de facto recognition-even 
as American del gates to the nited ation w r till bu ily engaged 
in trying to block the e tabli hment of th Stat . 

On that day too, Abba Hillel Sil er in the la t of hi appear
ances before the nited Nation , aid: 'At t n o'clo k thi morning 
the Jewish State was proclaimed in Pale tine. . . . Thu , there ha 
been consummated the age-old dream of Israel to be reestabli bed as 
a free and independent people in its ancient horn land. 

'The Jewish State is grateful to the Unit,ed Nation for having 
placed the stamp of its approval, and the stamp of the approval of the 
world community, upon the historic claim, of I ra 1, and for the 
efforts which it made in the face of opposition to achieve that which 
the Jewish people have accomplished. The Jewi h State, in etting out 
upon its career, i con ciou of the many gra problem foreseen 
or unanticipated, which confront it. It pr rfull app al , therefore, 
to all freedom-lo ing people , and e p cially to tho e ho gave their 
fullest endorsement to the establishment of the Jewi h State a few 
months ago, to give a full mea ure of their upport and of their 
strengthening to this newest republic e tabli bed by this, the most 
ancieQt of peoples. The Jewi h State will trive to be worthy of the 
confidence which has been placed in it by th nations of the world, 
and will endeavor to realize a far a it i humanly po ible, tho e 
prophetic ideas of ju ti e, brotherhood, peace and democracy which 
were first proclaim d by the peopl of I rael in that very land." 

He had completed his greate t work. 

The leaders of the new Government of I rael lost no time in 
showing their appreciation. There i irony-and, for the Zionist move
ment, tragedy-in the fact that almost immediately after he had 
achieved this triumph, Dr. Silver was compelled to resign from lead-
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ership of the movement. The internal conflict which precipitated his 
resignation was presumably over the management of fund raising for 
Israel in the United States. It is now generally understood that this 
was a false issue, and that the real question was the negative attitude 
of Israel's leaders toward the post-State Zionist movement. Silver's 
philosophy of Zionism-all-encompassing in its view of Jewish history 
and the Jewish people in their entirety-could never be reconciled 
with Ben-Gurion' negation of all Zionist activity that is not Israel
centered or State-based. 

Realizing that a prolonged controversy with the Government of 
Israel on the question of the funds could destroy the campaign of the 
United Jewish Appeal, which was indispensable for Israel's survival, 
Silver preferred to resign his chairmanship of the American Section 
of the Jewish Agency. The underlying issues of that conflict are, thir
teen years later, still being debated. Validation of Silver's position has 
been amply provided, particularly by those Zionist leaders who had 
opposed and succeeded him in 1949, but who adopted his views when 
they were confronted by Ben-Gurion's unabated ideological warfare 
against the mov 1ement. 

Silver's withdrawal from active Zionist leadership did not, of 
course, affect his profound commitment to Israel's growth and devel
opment. His frequent, though for the most part unpublicized, inter
ventions in \Vashington at crucial moments of Israel's recent history; 
his distinguished servioes as Chairman of the . Board of Governors 
of the Israel Bond organization, and especially his incisive analyses of 
major political developments-these have kept him at the center of 
affairs. For the masses of American Jewry he is the living symbol 
of their own greatest moment. 

Once again he found time for scholarship and for writing. His 
Where Judaism Differed appeared in 1956. It is an extraordinary 
blending of painstaking research with a strong reaffirmation of Juda
ism's distinctiveness and of its rational character. Existentialist fad
dists or those interested in jet flights to salvation will derive no 
comfort from this book, but it has all the qualities of a permanent 
contribution to the literature on Judaism. 

Moses and the Original Torah ( 1961) is a scholarly quest for the 
pure faith of Moses imbedded in the Pentateuch. Rabbi Silver finds 
the classic impulses of Judaism in that original Torah and in the 
moral revolution wrought by Moses, "throneless monarch of a spirit
ual kingdom." 

That he himself has been motivated by these same impulses and 
by the prophetic tradition is manifestly clear from his life and work. 
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The public image of Dr. Silver differs considerably from the man. 
His overpowering personality on the platform, his forcefulness in 
debate., and his fighting spirit have obscured other qualities. The first 
word that comes to mind is simplicity-a directness of approach, a 
quick arrival at the heart of the matter-a quality which one tends to 
associate with great artists. ·with friends he is hearty and warm. His 
enjoyment of life is huge and without ambivalence. 

Abba Hillel Silver, Jewi h statesman, taught a g neration and 
trained it for the privilege of experiencing Israel' rebirth. He poured 
his gifts-his very soul-into this generation, and it became strong and 
proud. He has ennobled his time. 




