
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series I: General Correspondence, 1914-1969, undated. 
Sub-series B: Chronological, 1914-1969, undated. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
          88           31          1940 
 
 

General correspondence, speaking engagements, 1916-1917. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ol 

3 

l i. I 

r V 

i 

• n 

in 

,_: ·t. ~ ,,hn·(\ t\•,nt~\. pri,i. (Lt,n_ rt'!Vdh 

m. {1). ltlfn·t . flx s1 

.. .. . .. ---i.iv • 

D ;-t 0 ver 11 i •. 

r . J...,. n v . r . J n_r 

nc 

i 

• 

n 

a 
n 

i .re ·y 

I 

i 

• 

l . v ... t V 

L 

or 

a 

i 

i 

:, i 

• 



FREE SYNAGOGUE 
NEW YORK 

t • E. ~11 v er , 
:eelj f', 1. Vr: . 

o t :r S • 1 ver : 

. . 
I l , . 

STEPHEN S. WISE 

REIIDlN C£, 23 WUT 90TH STREET 

, l ~l L 

lu:i s ~ J::i r~ h f' ho e r c J ;y 1 et er t n -: l 1 1 t f r: :i 
a . • Q 1u1 u.er ft,:; m 1 nv . tL c en . n • re t e 

e f ""u m can st ; cu \'.C '1 n & cc e re t i 0 n f: n • t 11 t
1 ·ncte(C. our J:aJ rJf; n e n}e<-' +>er y ,•~ r , o vi , j t. y 01 i :, e u ("' 

thfJ c1n i lf. It i~ in e a • 
th t ycu \A· u n t • P nt ny re~mbur~en:e 11t 

... t.y I not off , r . c-1,.~ r-~F :ic:n . o · ct . ,c h v 
.ecol .Lor• ions -~- fol o\~fl: on~ hundre " olu~r. othe 
G 1~ • l re h v h :. r ; 1 f' r o i' j ~ l' r. , r C' . l j l d - n I' ; cne l un reu doll r . .. o tl r-- ;p, n r-c "nr; fj f .y .. r:rr- • o tr .. e . i::e. i n J w: r • _ 1 i e.... c or _; fj r· • _ lt 

Crc~; t .ent -fj,e ~oi l rr o he Unic,n o~ A e~:' -
O'TP • i O S; nJ : ' j 1'c en _: Ol l T~ 0 tr. C T Oi: i r-t • C. ··; i 1] :i ho .'1, .. end t • 0 heck -e iE>h, r f' 11 OJ h t .... r-._.__ r> ·l r>:id Su r Syn Ar-or· ,,e o t ·or j , {fz Pn n r to ~ .. e rov:if:ic 1 .. r . i ee. 

,, h 0or · :P..l rer-:r re.., , ~d dee -' a •rrcj r1 t j n o . cnr --



BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

W.R. Alban 
Robert McCou>an 
Dr. Ne/lie Er~ine 
L. M. Leopold 
Mrs. W. B. Donaldron 
R. L. EnJln 
Min Cora Flo11d 
}. w. <;;111 
Mn. Geo, e Mendel 
J.C. &llcnap 
Mrs. D. F. Melville 
C.H. Smith 
Mn. C. W. Manon 
B.F.Mur,:,hJJ 
Mw Mar» A. Er.kine 

Social Sc~uice ttlnion 
~it~ 15uilbin« 

~teuben\Jille, ©bio 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR 

R . N . Merri,man 
Miu Katherine Ptndtr 
A . C. Lee 
Mrs. Wm. McD. Miller 
F,anlt . Loeb 
Mn. A . B . Sha,11 
R. M. Mahon 
Mr3. E. F. Fehl 
W. M . &all 
Mn. Herbert O. Smith 
H. H. McFadden 
C. B. LeVan 
H . S. McConnell 
J. H. Mosel 
Wm. C. Mc.MO!lu 

Edith E. Stringer, Secretary 
Bess E. Jfcrrymau, Assistant 

Rabbi A.B. SilTer, 
UniTereity Club, 
WAeeling, "J.Va. 

Dear Mr. SilTer:-

October 12, 1916. 

At our regular Board meeting, held on 

Tuesday of this week, a heart7 Tote oft anka was ex

tended to you for the beautiful serTica you haTe ren

dered t e Social Service Union in t1Ting of your time 

and presence for the benefit of this organization, in 

being with ua for our annual meeting. V0 feel deeply 

grateful. 

You mi~ht be interested to know Mrs. A.B. 

Sharp was elected president and Mr. ioeb vice president 

for the ensuing ye~. With such excellent assistance we 

feel sure this will be the beat ye r in the history of 

our work. 

Our campaign for finances is being care

fully planned and we will submit the result later. 

r 
EES/BM 

Sincerely, ) A 

f ·, I << 
General Seoretar7. 
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Rev. Abraham H. Silver, 

Wheel· g , West Va. 

Dear Sir: 

7 November, 1916. 

I am C'1airman of a Committee of the Board of Trustees of Temple Oha.bei Shalom of this City, in which congre gation, as you knovr, a vacancy in the pulpit now exists" 

"ray I ask you if you would be willing 'to come to Boston and to _ive three lectures to our con re ation on a Friday night at 8 P. ' , the following Saturday morning and t e next SU.nday 
moriJiag, the same not to exceed thirty minutea. t enty minutes and forty-five minutes respectively ? 

Your r .. .a.me has been brought to 'the attention of our 
Board • and as we are endeavoring to have our pulpi't filled every Fridr.,y ni ,h't and Saturday mornin , pending t he election of' a 
perr,a,.q,nent rabbi, 'the Commit'tee is trying to make arrangements 
a s far 1n advance as possible. If you could make such arrangements f0r about December g or 15, we would be very thankful to you _· d assure you cf our appreciation. Your expenses, ot coursA• will be paid. 

T nking you for an early reply, I beg to remain, 

Yours very truly, 
L ;-{_L, 



g~ rdllu~i !//~, 

MARK STONE 
SSCIISTAIIY 

43 TREMONT STREET 

BOSTON, MASS. 
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n c .. r l . r p 1 w • 11 1) ... o-r a 1 a r cc • at d . 

sp tfu l ly ur , 

Ai{w~ 



W. P . WILSON, President A. E . SINKS, General Secretary 

TtJ R eform from Dependence and to Form for Indep endence 

WHEELING AssocIATED CHARJTIES 

Rooms 300-303 Board of Trade Building 

WHEELING, W. VA. 

Rabbi A.H. ilvvr, 
Univ rsity Club, 

:"' eling, . ._. 

Dear abbi ~ilver: 

o eniber ~even th, 
l 9 1 6. 

I t is my privilege to 
not · fy you tat yo w re una inious y el ct -
e to serv fort .is rs n · sc&l year as 
Vice Presi ent. This or n zation as nev
er in a .ore ho ful condition an with your 
assist~nce ~n ;ork ' n to ter, e wi 1 be 
~ssured cf ou~ best ye~r. 

AF.S/V General Secret ary . 

J. A. BLUM, Treasurer 

• 



RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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Rev. A.H. Silver, 
Wheeling, West Va. 

Dea.r Dr. Silver: 

16 November, 1916. 

I have your letter of the 8th inst., and a.m somewhat au.rprised at its contents, In my letter to you, inviting you to address Temple Ohabei Shalom, I said nothing about your being a prospective candidate. It is our desire to fill our pulpit each week. even though the rabbi officiating is not in any way a candidate. We a.re endeavoring to secure for that purpose rabbis whose .names have been suggested to us as men of ability in order that our membere r.aay see what the Committee believes to be the quality of the person who should be selected as a successor to Rabbi ~ichler. I had therefore hoped that you might accept such an invitation, even though there may be no thought of your leaving your present pulpit. 
I must differ with you in your characterization of the method selected by the Board of Trustees to secure a pe~nent occupant ot our pulpit. I do not consider it at all degradi~ for rabbis to lecture from our pulpit, even if they are candidates. While I fully realize that indiscriminate and. numerous selections for that purpose are decidedly unwise and such practice should not be encouraged, it is also well to con 1 Ar that very few congregations, it any, would care to have any three or five men say to all the members that a certain person :a the one they must select, and in fact I should very much di~liko to take upon myself any such responsibility, either individually or as a member ot a Committee. If such action of a Committee ia not to be forced upon a congregation, the only otler method is to have persons whom such Committee think suitable give lectures from the pulpit. This opinion is expressed notwithstanding the action ot the Central Conference of which I am aware, and is one that I have discussed with a m.unber of the me beTs of the Conference. 

Very sincerely yours, 

cy ~C~r-£w_ 



RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
CONGREGATION LESHEM SHOMAYIM 

WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA , 



Rabbi A.H. Silver, 

Wheeli~.g, West Va. 

Uy dear Dr. Silver: 

21 November, 1916. 

I am in receipt of your letter of tle 
17th inet., and note hat you say in explanation of your 
previou~ letter. I can see where the letter from Secretary 
Stunt, rather confused ma·;;ters, and I am undert&king hereafter 
to have all such letters sent by e only. 

Ae I wrote you, I well appreciate the position 
whicl tLe Conference has ~aken and have every sympathy with 
it, but i~ cannot be strictly adhered to. There must be 
given a certain latitude in order that it may work out to 
the satisfaction of all parties in interest. 

Very truly yours, 

r Lr 



MEN'S LIBERAL CLUB 
OF THE FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 

WHEELING , WEST VA. 

YSBRAND 11. HAAGSMA, PR£SIOE T 

A. C. THOM A S, IC£ PRESIDI: T 

CHARLES E. DILLON, SECRETARY 

ROBERT LUKE, TREA UftER 

R V . HOWARD A. PEAS£ } 

JOHN H. RENNARD 

0, M. WILKERSO 

J. W. MORTO 

MEMBERS Of 
THE COU CIL 
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Rabbi bba F.. Silver, 
fueelin, ~est 'a . 

. y dear SilvAr:-

Newark, n. J. June 29, 1917. 

You will be interested, I am sure, to learn that I have 

been hosen S per intendant of the Brie Orphana >e. !any thariks fo 

t he letter that you wrote in m .. behalf. I certainly appreciate 

your kindness very much. 

Erie, as you know is not so very far fro· leveland. I 

certainly hope that I may see you someti~es in Erie, or I know 

ou will be interested in our fine insti ution. 

1Vi th kindest regards, I reriai -, 

incerely 

{ 

JBP:ARP 

I 



HERMAN MOSS, G ENERAL AGEN T 
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THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY 

OF THE UNITED STATES 

120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 

HERMAN MOSS, GENERAL AGENT 

3 1 4 HIPPODROME BUILDING 

CLEVELAND, OHIO 

MEMBER QUARTER-MILLION CLUB 1918 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

cLEVELANo, July 11th 1917. 

I note from your letter of the 9th inst. 
that Thursday, August 30th, would be an acceptable date 
for ap )earing before The Cleveland Rotary Club and I 
have notified them of that fact. Could you at this 
time let me know the title of your address? 

We shall be very glad, indeed, to co-operate 
with you in connection with the matter of •getting 
acquainted•. If you have any special instructions 
which you think I ought to have at this time aa to your 
wishes, do not hesitate to let me know. Some of us 
thought that it might be nice to select several days each 
week and have you as a dinner guest at different houses 
when peraonal friends and acquaintances would be invited 
to call that evening. In that manner you could get a 
little closer to a large number of our members in a manner 
which, perhaps, could not be done so well otherwis. Later 
as the season advances and your work actually begin■, larger 
affairs could be arranged if deemed advisable. 

I realize that August &nd September are likely 
to be busy months for you in planning your work and can 
anticipate that you would not care to give up more than 
just a few evenings each week~ 

With kind regards and best wishes for a most 
successful year, in which you rna.y rely upon my hearty 
co-operation, I•• 

Rabbi A.H. Silver, 

Wheeling, w. Va. 

Sincerely yours, 



.JULIUS BLOOMBERG 

EUGENE E . wou:· 

BLOOMBERG AND WOLF' 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

ENG I NEERS BU I LD I NG 

CLEVELAND July 13, 1917 • 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, 

Wheeling, W. Va. 

Dear Sir:-

In order to make the installation of 

officers of the B'nai B'rith of Cleveland, Lodge 

No. 16, the most effective one we have ever had, 

we deem it advisable to ask you to conduct the 

ceremony. We have decided to keep the date 

open for your convenience and shall arrange the 

meeting on any date you have open within the next 

two weeks. 

We feel that your presence here at the 

time will lend an added interest to the occasion 

and will make the ceremony the impressive affair 

that it should be. Knowing your interest in the 

B'nai B'rith movement we earnestly hope that you 

will see your way clear to be present. 

Trusting to hear from you shortly, I am, 

w:s 



DR SAMUEL J . OLFENSTEIN . PRESI DENT 

I 62C Co 11,t oN ROAD 

CL EVELAND 0 

MOS ES J GRIES. V I CE PRESI DEN T 

103 1 1 LAKE S HO U 8 0ULCV U D 

CLEVELAND 0 

EUGE N E E . WOLF, SECRETAR Y 

33 6 EN CINCU S B UILDI NG 

CLEVELAN D 0 

ALFRED A. BENESCH . TREA SURE R 

90A S OCI CTY , o_ SAVI NGS B LOC 

CLEVELAND 0 

Wqr 
i2h11ruttnnul 

11.jrugur 

Cl veland, o. July 17, 17. 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver., 

f. Temple, E. 55th st. 

City. 

Dear Sir:-

I take .ple sure in informing you that 

at the Annual Meeting of The Educational League, held 

Sunday, Jul y 8th, you were elected a member of the 

Board of Governors of that Organization. 

I wish to aeeure you that ou r office is at 

all times ready to assist you in any matter, you may 

request to further the ai~a of the League in the 

community which you represent. 

Yours very truly, 

THE 

Sec ' y. 

Die L/w. 

NATIONAL OFFICE 

, 3 1 [N CI N EU S I UI LDI N 

CLEVELAND 0 



PUBLISHED EVERY 

FR .ID AV 
BY 

The J~wish Independent 
Publishing Co. 

Caxton Bldg. Both Phones Reaches 80 per cent of the Jewish People of Cleveland and vicinity 

Printed Entirely in the English Language 

Cleveland, Ohio 
July ,19 ,17 

Rabbi A.H.Silver, 

Jheeling,Weet Va. 

~y dear Rabbi Silver;~ 

l understad.n that you Will arrive in 0leveland 

on Augaat first, to make this city your perm.inet hom.e . . 

The B'aai H1 rith will hold a reunion end 

outing on Thursday Au ust ninth at whivh t ime we would like , 

to have you deliver a few words to our boys who will leave 

shortly after that for training camps . . e only ant you to deliver 

just a few a propriate words and I sincerely trust you Will do 

this for our lodge. 

Trusting that you will do us this favor, I am 

Very reeepctfully yours 
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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
Euclid Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio . 

Dear Doc: 

CHARLES E. NADLER 
COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

YOUNGSTOWN , OHIO 

August 28, 1917 

In the name of the Youngstown Y . 1:. H. A. I wish to t k you sincerol for 
your acce~tance of the invi ation extended to you to speak at the Mase meeting of 
the convention of Ohio State Y. :.H. A. & Y. W. H. A. Organizations. This i the first 
Convention of this State . On Sunday evening , September 2nd at 8p.m. there will be 
.ass meeting to which we have 1nvi ted the Jewry of this qommuni ty . OUr 8X!)80 ta tions 

are to have a large attendance. The eating ill be held at the -rasonic Tenn le, on 
Wiok Ave. between ·.-.· . Rayen and .,ood Ste . I shall be pleased to have a connni ttee a; ai 
you a the denot if you ,~·ould. care to inform us on vha t road and train you ex~ect to 
arrive here. As for your subject mater and the time allotted to you, you have your 
own choice. To give you an idea of the local situation I ~ish to tell you that there 
bad been at differftnt times three different Y . r .. . H.A. in Youngs to ;n . Each in its turn 
proved unsufficient and fai led. iy personal idea of the cause of these failures is 
that the fe men at the head of these organizations started from the wrong end; instead 
of interest ing the young men they interested and obt ined as mmibers the older men. 
As a result there was no real .orking unit of e or nizati on. The present or niza tion 
was f'onned about a ~,ear ago by young men of the a s of eiehteen twenty-one, v:ho 
oame together primarily for forming a strong club. Through their influence there as 
a women's Y. . H. A. e no , have over one hundred fif"t-.;r young n.en and over one hundred 
young women. We have a fe~ dollars in the treasury not the result of subscriptions, 
bu the product of the members themselves . This eo?m'f:Uni is al~ost ripe for a 
t hor ough membership Canvass nd C '"' aign for a Building. If t h ings go on as they are 
no are, e feel that we hould start our Car:ipai t hi next fall . 

I am giving you these facts in order to acqua1n you ith the situa tion. Again 
thanking you for your kind acceotanoe of our invitation and assuring you that your 
efforts will be ~ppreoiated, I wish to remain, 

Yours Sincerely, 

. H. -• of Ymmgstown. 
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