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January 13, 1957 

To 
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 

Please advise Jacob Rosen~ retired lawyer and jeweler,father 

of Hebacma,or her sudden death. She told me you had helped 

her in the past. Have father contact me immediately regarding 

burial. Regards. 

HABBI ALEX SEGEL 

TE\!PLE EMANUEL 
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HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

The .Cibrary 
CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

abbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 

April "l., 1957 

105th Street and Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Danny: 

I have red of the planned 40th anniversary ervices 
to honor your frther nd wonder if these services will 
be recorded. 

If so, could I revail up n ou o..m ke a copy for our 
permanent records here at the -1 ge. he are anJ· ous 
to have a record, not only b performance of 
the music, but especially beda the milestone in 
your father's illustrious career. 3/ . .... .... 

~"1 

HCZ:mr 

Sincerely, 

Herbert C.lafren 
dministr · tive ~ecretary 



{ { l 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE ........ CINCINNATI 

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... NEW YORK 

The Cibrary 

CLIFTON AVENUE • CINCINNATI 20, OHIO 

July 18, 1957 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temnle 
East 15th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland 6 , Ohio 

Dea r Rabbi Silver: 

Even h lf of yo1r fath~r•s 40th 1nniversary Serviee will 
satisfy us until ou are ab e to locate the other half . 
We will be glad to copy you titpe here if you will Le so 
good as to sent i to us 

7. ~ 

HCZ:bp 

l y )'ours, 

#,-f;',.J--c. Jf'-
Herbert C. Zafren 
Administrative Secretary 



Hans Weinberg 
BROOKLYN 35, NEW YORK 

Reb Daniel, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

TEMPLE BETH EL 
MANHA TT AN BEACH 

History- I agree with you that in the past the 
Young Zionist Districts have served as a home for a number 
of pseudo intellectuals and have not been able to do the 
type of job which they should have done. 

You know of my interest in this movement and the 
growth that I would like for it. 

The last year has seen a teemendoua amount of 
progress . We had a group of 20 young people visit Israel. 
We had a series of stuqy courses at Herzl Institute on 
varied subjects of Jew a a Zi nist interest • This 
year for the first time~ .. regular Hebrew class 
for the Metropolitan a e~~ mra-....a.:..111 working on a Year 
Study and Wo~ Program i R"VJ.11.- for 1958. ALL SIGNS 
POINT TO GROWTH WITH CON 

Our ~ducation~l Conference this year is geared 
to set the pattern and serve as a real inmpetus for the 
future. It is meant to give to our national leadership 
a program for the :t'utube and a real deep approach to the 
role of Jewish young adults in this country towards 
the Zionist movement and towards American Jewish life. 

Frankly> I think that the conference can be the 
turning point of our movement and the beginning of sn 
important step to bri young people closer to Judaism. 

I think that your dad can, better than anyone, 
do that job. He has never before appeard before our group 
and the results of such an appearance can be tremendous. 
I am well aware of the problems and the demands on his 

time etc. Yet, I am going overboard on this crusade•••••• 

I invoke your full support and the President 
of the Young Zionist Districts sends you greetings and 
federalizes you into our service. 

All kidding aside, I need your helP•••••••••• 

Hans 



., 

1·1r . Hans einberg 
lll 1 lest l!;nd Avenue 
Brooklyn 35, ew York 

near Hansa 

I wish you luck. 

DJ .. 1lg 

October 11, 1957 

\ 

ft'' IEL JJ~Ra Y ''ILVER 
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DIX & EATON INCORPORATED 

ADVERTISING • INDUSTRIAL 8c CONSUMER PUBLICITY 

THE TEN TEN EUCLID BUILDING • CLEVELAND 15. OHIO • PHONE : CHERRY 1-0405 

Rabbi Danie l Si Iver 
The Temp I e 
Anse l Road and E. 105th st. 
Cleveland, 0hio 

Dear oan: 

March f6 , 1958 

I am taking this opportunity to revi~w publicity accomp l ishments 
on behalf of the special Cleveland Orchestra concert, A' ril 1st . 

Here is what has appeared to aate. 

The original announcement of the concert was carried in both the 
Cleveland Press and Cleveland ews~ the afternoon of the press 
conference . In fact, the News d, on Page I, o~ its 
final edition . 

In addition , Dr . Si l ~er ¥Ws inter 
p1·ogram the fol lowing morning . 

featured news 

The release on Mr. Koussevitzki (photograph ~l us copy was uo­
lish€d by the Clevetand 0 1ain oealer, the Cleveland News and the 
Heights sun-Press . 

The release on Dr . Si Iver and or . szel l, announcing the actual 
program was featured by all three Clevelano dai l y newspapers 
who used both the ohotograph and the comp lete text of the sub­
mitted release. 

Finally , the Cleve l and ress carried a story about Al Rosen's 
participation in the ticket sal~s . 

we do not know what publicity was utilized by the bser vcr or 
Independent since we do not normally see thee papers , but we 
be li eve, because of the coveruge accorded by the dailies, tha~ 
these newso~p~rs must ave likewise run their share oft e 
mat rial submttted. 

T~o of the r leases which we prepered ~id not, to our knowledge, 
run in dny of the dail ies nor the Heights sun-Pr ess . 



, 
To: l~abo t Daniel Si Iver -2-

Ve were tot d by two of the edi t~rs that they wou Id not run the 
release on concert program advertisi~g because they felt it was 
highly competitive wit~their own safe of advertising. 

The release on the orogress of ticket sales did not run through 
our efforts, was turn cd over to Sandy curt i ss, t>u t to our kn ow­
l edge ~as stil I not been successfully rlaced. 

It should also be noted that we made efforts to piece copy with 
.~i It #i dder, but ,.ere turn€d down cold. 

am sorry, Dan , that thera ha3 been soM~ criticism of not only 
or ef forts, but in fact of the results obtained. 

Actually, I am wel I satisfied that maximum r6sults were ob­
tai ed from the material handla~. That more was not published 
is simply a matter of a I tmited a~oeel of th total material 
avail :ib le. I do not think trot ,e were lacki ng in creative 
effort or ability, ~or was the committee i~ any wey l ack ing in 
It desire to work wl1~ s. They were hef~ful in every way 
possible. 

There are many more t chnic&I a pects - to the overa ll appeat 
~f the concert publicity- ·se, the .n u e n timing our re-
leases, plus th2 desire t::> ihvit~ a · f u I icity counsel to 
assist us. I shal I not go Into al I i fications of these 
poi,ts in this lett ut wi I I eh ~---;tall, further if you 
v i sh to c • I I me. ~---...,--~ ~. ~i-'1 r , ~~~ ;.Y 
Th·s much I would I 1~e to say: Sdndy Curtiss agrees itn us (as 
dij several of the newspaper m n) that certain releases were 
made far too arly for proper utilization, and it was for that 
reason that much of the material appeared later than would have 
been I i t<ed. 

I si~cerety hop that the above facts clear tre air at least a 
I ittle about our efforts in connection wit~ t~e pub licity. 

Please believe me that we wished to do just as professional job 
on this campaign as any we ~~ve ever done, without thought of 
whether wr- were bei rig paid or not. In any ev nt, I wi 11 apore­
ci ote your r ~act ions. 

HFl::eme 

cc: Rabb l Abba Hi I lel Si Iver 
r. Sam Gi vel ber 

Cordially yours, 

DI>< c· ,_,. TO I INCOR ORATED 

/V-L 
Henry F. C:atnn 



... 

. • Henry F. aton 
Dix , ~aton, Inc. 
The 1010 uclid Building 
Cleveland 15, Ohio 

near 1nn1c1 

I 

1 

arch 2, 1958 

I want to thank you and your ~ency for th great help that 
you ave us in this campaign. I lmow that we presented you 
with a most difficult and unan icipated problem, which I 
feel was in the end succ ssf'ully . ed. 

,ore personally, I want .you to t0 thrill 1 t is to 
work with someone With '1hom yo sn~•~t~tt-: ls-spent youth, 
and I hope that 1 t is onl. r the r 0 1~ 1 .... ,, ,,ft-rlA'tl or many such 
oooperati ve err orts • I n any v tha '"') oan be of ervice 
to you ple se feel free to cal 

ith warmest personal regards, remain 

Cordiall your , 

.t JER Y ~ IL R 

nJS:lg 

- 5 
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CABLE AOOIIUS: 
IN ISIIAEL: 

1 OANln FlltlCH IT~ TD.-AYIY 

ZIONISTI, N. Y. CABLE ADDRESS: ZOAOUIE. TILAVIV 

145 EAST 32ND STREET • NEW YORK 16 , N . Y. • MURRAY HILL 3-9201 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel Rd. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

o~ar Dr. Silver: 

June 14, 1960 

The first graduation ceremonies 
July 17th. The ceremonies will 

held in Kfar ilver on 

of t he U.S. and Israel governments, 
and hundreds of guests from t hroug.l'-""-_ _.._......_.~~~ 

representat ives 
the students, 

The Kfar Silver Board a~ ed me whether w l 1a be kind 
enough to record a messag of greetin J;)e'rhaps a brief ., 
address that could be played back during- the c remonies. 
Needless to say, it should be in Hebrew. 

Kindly send t he tape to me and I will forward it to Israel at 
once. 

Lookin forward to hearing from you, I am, 

rely yours, 

Leon 
LI/hs Assistant Ex cutive Director 

anJ Service-

lo 
/? '' 
Lommunil';f 
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HILLEL COUNCIL 
,--- SERVING JEWISH STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT LOS ANGELES--- 900 HILGARD AVENUE 

LOS ANGELES 24, CALIF. 

BR. 2-5776 • BR. 2-8532 

STAFF 

RABBI JEHUOAH M . COHEN 

[)1 rector 

RABBI SAMUEL 2. FISHMAN 

Associate L>1rector 

DIANE SHAEVITZ 

Anistant Dnecto, 

GR. 7-4743 

November 22, 1960 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dana 

I 8lll writing to you to ask your help in an assignment 
which I have recently accepted. Every two years, the 
University of California at Los Angeles sponsors a 
"Religion in Lif'e Week.• The invitation to a prominent 
speaker is revolved among the Protestants, Catholics, 
and Jews. This year, for the first time in six years, 
it is the responsibility o , J sh. community to 
suggest the name of a prom nt J om the University 
could invite to speak. 

) 
Before such an invitation is is ed, it is necessary that 
they have some informal indicati ~ or interest on the part 
of the proposed guest. Hence I am turning to you to inquire 
unofficially whether your father could be persuaded to 
accept such an invitation. The program will take place 
during the week of February 20, 1961 (A lovely time of year 
in California, incidentally.). 

As I understand it, any questions regarding tees and/or 
expenses can probably be resolved once the right man is found. 

If you could provide me with some indication of Dr. Silver's 
feelings on this proposed invitation, I should be quite 
grateful. 

With V8I"lll personel regards, I all 

Cordially yours, 

r=r~~L 
UBYr 'SAMUEL z. FISHMAN 

SZFarw Associate Director 
cca Rabbi Jebudah M. Cohen 

SPONSORED 6Y THE LOS ANGELES HILLEL COUNCIL 
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PHILIP SAKS 

1135 - 103RD STREET 
BAY HARBOR I SLAND 

MIAMI BEACH 54, FLORIDA 
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Dec91llber 6, 1960 

Rabbi Samuel z. Fishman 
---;, Hillel Council 

900 Hilgard ~venue 
Loa Angeles, California 

Dear Rabbi Fishman: 

In reply to your letter of ovember 22nd, Dr. ilver 
has asked ■e to express to you_ hi appreciation and his 
regrets. He plane to Tisit &!rope this 
~pring and will consequenUy ilable tor your 
program. He wishes you suec s ..,-~·~ i't. 

{';:\~· iy 
~ b-c) lly yours. 

DANIEL .JEREMY ILVEli 

S:lg 



Mr. Philip Saks 
llJ5 - 103rd r tr et 
Ba Harb ar Island 
Mian1 Btiach r'>4, Florida 

near Mr. Sakes 

December 27, 1960 

I appreciate greatly your letter asking about our series 
on "The C"piritual Fr tiers o Judaism". Dr. c:11vor gave 
the first lecture several wee plans to deliver 
the asecond s~e time ih Janu t our hope to vork 
up the entire aeries, «nd whe _......... rr , shall see to it 
that you receive a c~y of eac • ,_m1Rrn 

I thanks r or your 
interest and with l good wish a ~ost happy and 
healthful Nev Year, I renain 

ost cordi lly y ur3, 

'-'IL R 

JSalg 



j) t, { 'lbJ .. ., 
THE 

I C ongregationa 

THE TEMPLE 
On Sunday morning, Dec. 4, Rab­

bi Abba Hillel Silver will occupy 
the Temple pulpit and deliver an 
address entitled: "The OriginaJity 
of Moses"-First of a serie of 
lectures on the Spiritual Frontiers 
of Judaism. 

Rabbis Abba Hillel Silver and 
idera- Daniel Jeremy Silver begin thi 
les is week the new series of Sunday 
views morning lectures on the Spiritual 
mous Frontiers of Judaism. The serie 
d for begins this Sunday morning with 

The Dr. Silver's lecture. Thi will be 
type- followed by lectures on the origi­
tions nality and the spiritual contribu­
item tions of the Prophets, the Rabbis, 

the Philosophers, the Mystics, and 
the Poets. Succeeding lectures will 
be announced. 

The Sunday morni g services be­
gin at 10:30 and ar~ ~-ed by an 
organ recital of sa "ed music. 
Doors open at- 10 :00. The public 
is welcome. 

Friday evening Vesper services 
are held weekly in Gries Memorial 
Chapel from 5:30 to 6:10. Sabbath 
morning services begin at 11 :00 in 
the Temple. 

The final session of the High 
School Parents Adult Institute on 
"Paths to Jewish Beliefs" will be 
held on I<'riday evening, Dec. 2, at 
8 :30 p.m. at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward D. Friedman. Rabbi 
Milton Matz will lead the discus­
sion on the topic "On What Do 
Jews and Christians Differ?" 

The Temple Women' Associa­
tion and the Temple Men' lub 
annually join to present a Chanu­
kah party and musical . Featured 
this year will be the uburban 

ympho11y Orchestra, with Robert 
Weiskopf conducting. Guest olo­
ists will be Eunice Podis and Glo­
ria Shafran. The program will b 
held on Sunday, Dec. 11, at 8:16 
p.m. in Luntz Auditorium. A so­
cial hour will follow the musical 
program. Admis ion i by Temple 
Women's Association or Temple 
Men's Clu ership card. 

Primar 
grades 
on Sund 

The 
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"Religio 
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fr. Edgar ahn 
ROO "'ti ~• ,al C1 ty 
•,a t St th "3etll 1 

Cle eland J4, 0 to 

Dear '.fr. H hn: 

.July l ' • 19fil 

me t l: t 
concernln hrtft" c:e•~:C!!QltPt on 

1 do not 
the occasion ofc ~i V ntiet 
want to lm ose e f but I wo 
vt lt with y('lU 

My aunrnera •~e fairly fr an 
a atlable pretty much wen you 

t cou 
t • 

ht to 
matter. 

!'ml e myself 

' Ith wa at personal regards, I re~ln 

t cordially v 1rs. 

DA. IEL .J E, r • ILVER 

DJS:bfm 
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iz, A. Hahn 
ational ty ~.u.. ~ , ......... ding 

Cleveland 14, Chio 

Dear :ir. Hahn ' 

bu~J ~ Hm:mirw: r 1li boal:, lmich is, as 
1 8 Uul..13' 0 ~anized. I 
to ror ~ r, ., -- s. th ... n I 1 t 

1t 1s ret-~~ 

s :,, ards, 

IL 

I C 



.. 
,, , 

A:. ust 28, 1961 

• ..:,dg!U' A. Hahn 
10200 I.al.:,, Shore ""' evard 
Cl.av l ., , Ohio 

I :'-\V recaiv an d the t -- on d's boot. 
Th a ~~11 t ~ st'1.t succinctly an all. 

I re 
\mie:1 I v 
ifI vonot t 

this boo st 
very sinilar ~jec~ 

1th ~~-:i.,_,~l!!lst personal reg 

DII J 

,ienninger book. 
d I think that 

~.: ........ ~ --1. of' bis ma terW. 
,__, work on a separate 

, I recm.1n as alwa_vs 

Very~ ;10urs. 

DA JE.. 1Y SIL L 



MILTON MATZ 
ASSOCIAT E RABBI 

'mqt 'mtmplt 
EAST 105~ STREET & SILVER PARK 

C!lleu~lmtb .Gr CIDlfi~ 
TCL£PHON£: $WttTBRIAR 1· 77SS 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

RABBIS 

Aueust 29th, 1961 

Rabbi Abha JI . Silver , / 
Rabbi Daniel J . Silver, 
Rab bi r:il ton ~:a tz , 

LEOS. BAMBERGER 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

. ·rs . tti ldred '9 . Eisen berg, 
The ~ :e 1ber .J of The Fel i. io1 o School . 

As a bo. I too attended~ eliaious School , a 
Sunday School in a s:.:e.11 toun i.n the ':foot . I had 
to learn ~y lessons for my aunt wnM t1e teacher of my 
clans, and if didn ' t :mo'.: tl1em there we1·e ·1ard- to­
a.nswer questioYis on 1·011da:, . 

So ,:hen durin ..,. the la 
Rally Sunday, -~,ro 
Fr1.,0dor:1 Forest , i 1:, 
to r..ost, as ThA 
ha.n ull , ... _y life 

y 
it 
d 

t service of the ,~ar, on 
.e reen in tho 
e- lt\~~~--.-=.&.11or 0 to me than 

o-±saree-e~:seoplc und histor.r 

i >.,.,, 
I de--p l,r a 'lI"'OC ur t.. of !"" e and the 

,·ift , and the words ' thank y u I contain a r:reat deal 
1 ore 0.1. ninccre a. d deep grati tu.de than they rnic ht ncern 
t o expr ess . I shall a.hro.y.J cherish yo i_r certificate 
with the pro11iGc thut somcwher in "'he Hol~ Laud "':.Y 
name is inscribed . 

Very '"'incerely , 



PLAZ-' 2-0600 

EMANUEL NEUMANN 

515 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N . Y. 

Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street & Silver Park 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Daniel: 

February 8, 1962 

I wonder when Father will be back from his trip, and I would 
also greatly appreciate it if you would let me know whether he 
is engaged for the evening of Saturday, April 14th. 

There is s cmiething which I would like to tike up with him in 
this connection, but I first would an t know whether he is 
free on that day. ~/ ~ 

With wannest personal regards, 

Cordially, 

G~ 
~L-L 0-- (,... 

EN:rf Emanuel Neumann 
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bruary 9, 1962 

_ t C . 0 tr ot.... or I ru.ar:r th ~n I 
you Dad• a calerxlar 

1 ~-- - U&~•~chuaetts 
o:r 

oc _~..::.-...: ...... ~ ,=--- on other 
to him 

dir • --~•~·'-'"- •-'"'~ •=•u--.-. ,,. ._...,.y...,.,...,.~- b would be 
through ~~- -~ ~·-~ th int. 

..,!J)J :J 



RABIi 

Leonard H. Devine 

OFFICERS 

C. J. Wollheim, Jr. 
President 

Dr. Asher J. Finkel 

Dr. Melvin Meilach 

Dr. Sydney M. Perlman 

Vice Presidents 

Morris Sklarsky 

Treasurer 

Marks Levy 
Financial Secretary 

Mrs. Norman Meltzer 
Recording S ecretar'.)' 

Mrs. Leon Schultz 
Corresponding Secretary 

HONORARY TRUSTEE 

Mrs. R. R. Llsse 

IOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Bernard Braverman 

Shervln Freed 

Philip Johnson 

Irving Kahn 
Daniel Kaufman 

Mrs. Raymond Levin 

Sidney Meyers 

Dr. Seymour Miller 

Eric Otten 

Mrs. Eric Otten 
Ben Pollyea 

David Rosbe 

Edward Slf9tl 

Dr. Edwin Weinfleld 

Sidney Zimmerman 

BETH TORAH 
9200 So. Vanderpoel Avenue • Chicago 20, Illinois • BEverly 3-0067 

February 27, 1962 

.Rabbi Daniel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th st. and Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

: :\ j I ~ ·,, In the re cent February edition ''To Our Colleagues '~ 
Sam Silver mentions your father's incisive sermon 
.''Building Walls and S):lel ters ". If there are any spare 

• copies for distribution, I should a preciate being placed 
on the mailing lis~ for c e as well as for your 
Temple Bulletin. ✓ 

touch 
best 

east, this is 
-you nd :rt~ 

regards 

can keep in 
give him my very 

All of your fr ends here at Beth Torah are well 
and now that we are at last in our own quarters, our 
congregational life seeIDS more settled. 

With many thanks and all good wishes. 

Sincerely, 

;,. rJ~~ 
Rabbi Leonard Devine 

LD/ar 

/ 



OFFICE OF THE RABBI 

HAROLD SILVER, M . H . L. 

Dear Dan: 

TEMPLE EMANUEL 

12!50 BOWER HILL ROAD 

PITTSBURGH 16, PA , 

March 13, 1962 

I understand that you father has been out of the city 
and I would like to ask you for a special favor. Would you 
have his secretary send me six glossy photographs of him and 
six biographical sketches _whichwe- need for our Pittsburgh 
newspaper connnunity and congregational publicity in connection 
with our forthcoming Dedication ceremonies in which he will 
participate. Since our publicity connnittee will be getting 
started with this publicity next week, I would appreciate it 
if his secretary would give me this material at her earliest 
convenience. 

Plans are moving ahead swif ly ese big Dedication 
events and if all goes s~oothly,. as · ld, all of the 
Dedication activities will prove y inspiring and 
meaningful moments in the life o oung congregation. 
Once the winter weather breaks, w e t o get started on 
our extensive landscaping which should add an additional 
note of beauty to the completed Temple. Beyond that, things 
are rolling along here in Pittsburgh and the cyclical rounds 
of our religious, cultural and social programming have proven 
to be especially successful this year. Reading your bulletin 
regularly, I note that you , to~ have added many outstanding 
congregational activities during this past year. 

Hoping that this note finds you in good health and high 
spirits and with all good wishes to you, Adele and the children 
in which Ruth Lee joins me, I remain 

Sincerely, 



• Berbe:rt- Strauss 
8J-3J Austin street. 

Jpr1l 12- 1962 

r.. Gardlna, Long Ialand, Hw York 

Dlar llllrbt 

I renl!lfflbln- that vb 
going to cbec for 
tranaor1 8 ie----~ 
terested 1n .... ----IP4 

I 3M hopin 

nant ~ 

Jl,J Ilg 

l.md were 
OQ!l})aJ'tY'vhiC 

"r.Jlnllll.- ~~P'I'_~~ ".,., Wll1'9 in-
5:etJl'i&ry leoture • 

the part1-

S ,WR 



'r. phael D. ilver 
1124 superior Building 
15 ~ perior Avenue 

Cleveland 14, Chio 

r Rays 

~.ay 14, 1962 

Checking back through the tapes ot sermons here at 'he 
Temple, I discover that we have approximately one hundred 
and seventy Sunday morning lectures current~ tiled on 
tape. or these, perhaps nine ... --.... se of Dr. Silver 
and Wighty or rif¥ own. Tliese I"e11)ft18elttt the burden of 
St.D'lday morning preacni.Qg he ,.a ....... ......, season of 19 .56-
~. (g~Q) ~ ~ ((_ r= ~.. '\'1~ 

The studio which is prepared to 'ifuiscribe these onto 
records is c lled the oodie , torprises. Their char e 

ptr record runs to approximately v .oo. ~ hese records are 
cut individually rather than pressed. The preseed cord 
is considerabl.3' higher in cost. The tapes are all of 
usable quality. The library of theso reco!9ds for use by 
shut-ins in the congregat on, by those who wish to review 
what has been said from the pulpit, would be ot inestim­
able value. The handling control 0£ these records would 
be relatively simple and mieht be organized throu h The 
Temple Library. In tact, we might put the records on a 
rental basis and recoup in some way part or the original 
cost. It we desire to co ahead with this project it will 
be possible to have all or these records made within 
short ti.me. 

loping this is the 1ntormat1on which you desire, I rem in 

s lwaya, 

DA~ IEL J SILVE 

DJSslg 



__) ,-:__J°:J 

ISAil ORE BASTIN 
1966 Staunton Road 

Cleveland Heights 
Ohio 

T.{~ ~ 

i'"~ ./,~ -1--1. 
u~ch 



. 1.... • Is rt d -,,.p K t J n 
1966 Sts nton Road 
~le,el nd l& Ohio 

Thanl< y 

thP. ~ ~he~ n1 lte 

not ,. . • iP ,, 

l 

DJS: rJI 

) 

, . .. . 
• ""t 
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The Warp and Woof of Life 

WHEN A TORNADO STRIKES, or ·g -~ t.. ncer, we immediately 
,,. ◊ 

drop whatever we hav1e bee- doing and mb 2 
,, ;s- n entirely new program. 

Since my last letter, tornadoes and ligh • g have taken heavy toll throughout 
the nation, but without touching any of our immediate family. Cancer, however, 
has struck without warning, and all our plans for th immediate future have 
been tentatively laid aside or modified to meet the exi ting emergency. 

Edith, my wife, who has been o well over the year , attend d the morning 
church service on Easter Sunday and the next day ntered Winter Park Mem­
orial Hospital for what we had hop d would be a minor operation. The X-rays 
disclosed a more serious ailment and major surgery was indicated. 

Edith is now home from the hospital and convale cing nicely. What we have 
considered normal activities in the past will have to be greatly curtailed, at 
least for the present. 

Fonunately, Ia t fall, at Edith's suggestion, we had a creen d porch on the 
east side of our house enlarged and the north expo ur enclo ed with maneuver­
able screened glass window . This gives u an airy, haded room on the cool 
side of the house in the aftern on. Edith spend much of her time resting. 
We eat our meal on the porch, and here, on a comfortable couch, she spend 
a good part of the afternoon . 

( Continued on back cover) 
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TR.IBUTE TO AME ICA 

'

OD BUILT h. a comine t f~a~l"'rl~u~r~-.J~"" 

treasures ui1 old. H€: s • • ith sweet flowing 
fountains, a@ _tase t • _ ~ " _ding streams. He 

carpeted it with soft roll.mg rair/.,, ;,:,· ;-i-s- d columned it with 
thundering mountains. He aced it with deep-shadowed 
forests, and filled them with song. 

Then he called unto a thousand peoples, and summoned 
the bravest among them. They came from the ends of the 
earth, each bearing a gift and a hope. Th glow of adventure 
was in their eyes, and in their hearts the glory of hope. 

And out of the bounty of earth, and the labor of men; out 
of the longing of hearts, and the prayer of souls; out of the 
memory of age , and hopes of the world, God fashioned a 
nation in love, and blessed it with purpose sublime, and 
called it America! -RABBI SILVER. 



BEAUTY SINGS 
BY WILLIAM A. CLOUGH 

70 IRATES and nightingales and island, de olate and barren to other 
1[ great bronze bell may have little eyes, and aw a vi ion of beauty. 
in common, but they all play a part Returning he said to the King: 
in the story behind Florida's famous ''I would go to that island and make 
singing tower. my home there, and plant many 

The story cover a hundred year , trees and flower . " 
spanning a space from black-cloaked The King aid, "Such a de ire is 
robbers of the sea, taking what wa not in keeping with your cu tomary 
not their , to the building of a caril- wi dom and good en e. That island 
Ion of beauty solely designed for i a wild and wind- wept place 
giving. It is the story of a man wfio • grow , and not even 
aw eternal beauty in an appearance nv:m.,;~s~it home. But if you 

of desolation, and of a tall Rlll.k t .~ ...... ., ..... """"n go." 
tower from whose open r~do~.,0' s Qtt to intere t other in 
floats lovely music. ~ (j c) ~ h lping "ffiin failed, Mr. Bok went 

A century ago, when King William to the i land alone and planted 100 

ruled The Netherland, a band of trees. The next year he planted 100 

pirates lived on a desolate i land in more, and the third year did the 
the North Sea, and preyed upon same. They grew, and other men, 
Dutch ship . Whenever a storm eeing them grow, joined him and 
blew a ves el aground, or one sought planted more. 
refuge on the island, the pirates One pring day a pair of nightin­
killed the crew and eized the good . gales, flying aero s the sea, looked 

King William determined to do down upon inviting fore ts pread 
something about it. He looked below. Th y lighted in a tree and 
around for a man to lead an expedi- saw that it was good, and built their 
tion against the pirate , and a wise nest. Soon a family of nightingales 
and brave citizen named Bok wa was living on Bok's i land. 
the one he cho e. The pirates were As the years went by, the once 
subdued, and Bok looked at the barren island b came a garden spot, 

3 



and so many nightingales sang praise 
to their Creator from its wooded 
hills that its name became Nightin­
gale Island. That is its name today. 

Children were born into the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Bok. As each one 
left the home nest to try its wings in 
the world, Mother Bok said: "Wher­
ever you go, take this purpose with 
you: Do something to make the 
world more beautiful, just as your 
father did.'' 

Young Edward Bok came to 
America with that message in his 
heart. He grew to be a great editor, 

RELAXING scientifically does not 
mean lying down on the job. But 
by learning to remain consciously 
relaxed throughout the day, you can 
actually get more work accom­
plished. Your mental attitude is 
mo t imponant. A rela r1 attitude 
increases productivity, improves 
judgment, and prevents fatigue. 

You can't be flustered and re­
laxed at the same time. You can't 
be angry and relaxed at the same 
time. If you can keep your head 
when all about you are losing theirs, 
you are relaxed and they are tense. 

4 

and in his later years built a singing 
tower in a beauty spot in Florida as 
a memorial to his father. 

Carved in pink Georgia marble 
are figures of the birds and animals 
and flowers of Florida. They en­
circle it in the lovely adjoining 
grounds, and people from all parts 
of the earth come to delight in such 
sublime surroundings. So all living 
things are joined in a unity of beat1ty 
and of praise, as several times a 
week bronze bells from across the 
sea play the world's loveliest music 
for all listening ears to hear. 

Her1e are some good things to 
remember: 

He rests best who rests before he 
is tired. 

Five minutes' relaxation an hour 
keeps you going when others fold. 

Fifteen minutes' relaxation after 
5 p.m. can make a tired business­
man the life of the evening. 

Lying down is not necessarily 
resting; relaxing the muscles is. 

When trying to sleep, loosen the 
muscles in your lips and eyes and 
hands, and the busiest mind will 
quit work. 

.. 
I 
l 
I 

. 
I 
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The Day and You 
Each life is made of days alike-

Some bright, some dark, some drear. 
It's not the day but how it's met 

That brings the smile or tear. 
The day is dark! Do you rejoice 

In brighter ones to come, 
Or do you fret because today 

Is dismal, bleak, and glum? 
.The' day is bright! Do you repine 

Since tomorrow may b,e blue, 
Or ilo y u love..th l1['l,!.w·--"K~ 

That otingunu h • 1 
_ 

- - ~~~ -HOWARD A. 
h.~~ -, + ., ,,,,. ;,+ 

OH, WHA 1T A SWINDLER.! 

RICE. 

H ERE 1s a reprint of a clipping 
from a Boston paper three 

quarters of a century ago, which 
illustrates the skepticism with which 
human nature accepts innovations. 
Until rather recently we regarded 
the suggestion of flying to the moon 
with about the same intolerance. 

"A man about 46 years of age, 
giving the name of Joshua Copper­
smith, has been arre ted in New 
York for attempting to extort funds 
from ignorant and superstitious 

people by exhibiting a device which 
he says will convey the human voice 
any distance over metallic wires so 
that it will be heard by the listener 
at the other end. He calls the in tru­
ment a 'telephone' hich i ob­
viously intended to imitate the word 
'telegraph' and win the confidence 
of tho e who know of the success of 
the latter instrument without under-
tanding the principles on which it 

is ha ed. Well-informed people 
know that it is impo siblc to trans-
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mit the human voice over wires as 
may be done by dots and dashes 
and signals of the Morse Code, and 
that, were it po sible to do so, the 
thing would be of no practical value. 
The authorities who apprehended 
this criminal are to be congratulated, 
and it is to be hoped that his punish­
ment will be prompt and fitting, 
that it may serve as an example to 
other conscienceless schemers who 
enrich themselves at the expense of 
their fellow creatures." 

+ + 

Plunge In 
UNTIL a fellow gets in.to ~ thing,-­
he never really knows the thrill of 
it. He may watch a gam~ of bas~­
ball. He may shout himself. boar e 
for one team or another,~ but not 
until he is lined up at thie plate 
bat in hand, waiting for the ball t~ 
come tearing at him from the pitch­
er's mound-not until then does he 
feel the thrill that comes to those 
who play the game. 

Life is the greatest of all games. 
But to get the thrill of it, one must 
be a doer of things, not merely an 
onlooker. It doesn't make so much 
~fference what part one may play 
m the game of life-so long as one 
plays it on the square. There i a 
thrill for every player whose heart 
and enthusiasm is in what he does. 

6 

Your Goat 

D ID anybody ever get your goat? 
Don't let them do it. 

Some decades ago there was an 
old custom of placing a goat in the 
same stall with a race horse. The 
companionship of the goat, it was 
believed, soothed a high-strung, 
thoroughbred horse. 

It happened at times that the 
owner of a competing horse in a 
race would cause the goat from the 
opposition stable to be stolen over­
night, which often fretted the horse 
so that he would be worthless in a 
ace the following day. 

"The ," O' his goat." 
- one or anything "gets 

,.,-~~ri'i],,-~._____4t means that you have 
ise. Poise is the secret 

f w~ , "' mg. It is the control of 
he :mind. Without mind-control 

things are bound to go wrong. 
Poise is your goat. Don't let any­

body or anything get it away from 
you. It is the secret of business 
success and personal happiness. 

Just A Thought 
Join the great company of those 

who make the barren places of life 
fruitful with kindness. Carry a vision 
of heaven in your heart, and make 
the world correspond to that vision. 

-HELEN KELLER. 



The Cog 
I'm but a cog in life's vast wheel, 
That daily makes the same old trip; 
Yet what a joy it is to feel 
That but for me the world might slip. 
'Tis something after all to jog 
Along and be a first-class cog. 

+ + 

Eight Simple Words 
A FEW years ago the London 
Spectator offered a prize for the 
best philosophy of life which 
could be written on the back of a 
po tcard. The entry which won 
the prize could almost have been 
written on the back of a- po,stage­
stamp. There were ju \ eigh~ 
words in it: "Love,, tru t,, dare, 
and go on doing it." ,';:\~t=:\ 

+ + \V.Jb~c)~ 

I'm Telling You 
What ha been the mot popu­

lar fruit all through history? Dates. 
What two animals follow you 

everywhere you go? Your calves. 
What is good for a bald head? 

Hair. 
Why would a barber rather have 

two Englishmen than one American? 
Because he would make twice as much 
money. 

Why is it impo iblc to carry away 
a pair of shoe ? One is always le/ t. 

What i the nicest thing to put 
into a pie? Your teeth. 

Leftovers 
Do 'T rely too much on the 

government to bring you happine s 
and pro perity. Lo k what it did to 
the Am rican Indians. 

It's ea y to laugh at mi fortune, 
if you are the one it mi sc . 

The driver is afer when the 
road are dry; the roads are af er 
when the driver i dry. 

The man who pokes fun at a 
woman trying to drive through a 
12-foot garage door, u ually ob r 
up when he trie to thread a needle. 

Pity the poor clergyman who 
0 1 ght us d car and then didn't 

·buJary o run it. 
ny how a ccrct i 

l'l • ood to keep or not 
Ort ~--1-s- ing? 

One of the heavic t load to carry 
i a bundle of bad habit . 

The next time you have a ore 
throat be glad you're not a giraffe. 

Th man who i born with a 
ilver poon in hi mouth often finds 

it hard to wallow the little diffi­
cultie in life. 

Don't think people judge y ur 
genera ity by the amount of advice 
you give away. 

You can't get rid of a bad temper 
by lo ing it. 

Juvenile deliquency i when kids 
start acting like their fathers. 

7 



THE WARP AND WOOF OF LIFE 
(Continued from Ben's Old Desk) 

We are grateful to a host of friends for messages of cheer. Our sons and 
daughters and grandchildren have been most constant and solicitous in their 
attention. Dr. Janet came from Lincoln, Nebraska, to be with us all during the 
time of the operation and for several days thereafter. Marion came from Swarth­
more, Pennsylvania, for the week following her mother's release from the hos­
pital. Elton and Helen were down late in May, and Benj hopes to get down 
in June. 

What a joy it is, just to be alive! Today is ours. We are both living on "bor­
rowed time," and we don't know how much longer our "time" notes will be 
extended or renewed by the Executive Head of the ''Bank of Time" referred 
to in Facts and Fancies of March, 1961, and reprinted by request. This reprint 
was enclosed with your August, 1961 Forbes Facts and Fancies. 

Our lives are made up of days and deeds. Our days are the warp., our deeds 
the woof. Another web has been woven, and we look back over the years that 
have gone. In and out., the threads of aotion have alternated between sunshine 
and shadow. 

Today) µnsullied, 
Tomorrow is ,ioi 

The sun may cea_se 
For thee, ere e(Arth • 

orn; 

J-1 orn. 
-Today Is Mine. 

BENJAMiN P. FORBES 

QUESTION: Why is ~~ Chocolate Flavor Powder a superior product? 

ANSWER: If it is superior, as many folks say it is, it is because of something 
which has grown into our organization with long years of working together. 
We are all instilled with a consuming desire to produce the best possible 
product in the most economical manner, with a minimum of waste and max­
imum efficiency. Whether or not all of us in the Forbes Organization have attain­
ed this ideal is not for us to say, but at least that is what we are "shooting" at. 

We pre~are Chocolate Flavor Powden for chocolate milk drinks and for flavoring ice cream. If y_ou are not already using Forbes Products, send us rur name and addr on your bus1ne card or letterhead, tell u how many gallons o chocolate you proceu 
per week and we'll be glad to end you a free sample ,o you may evaluate iu quality. 

THE BENJAMIN P. FORBES COMPANY 
2000 WEST 14th ST., CLEVELAND 13, OHIO 



·Jr. rn t •. eie ler 
4190 Silsby oad 
Cleveland 1 • Ohio 

ar rnio: 

ove or 20, 1962 

Here i a ar ra. 1 or two ' ch you m £ind ad u te : 

ar ____ : 

you un ou e 
dll cal ra. 
mnit· is to o 

every 1 rof£ r o a 
of h ving u li~he 

ou, r beloved bi ba .. lllol Sil 'I r 
ventieth irthday this January. 1he co -

to ~ t . t h ~ 
1~~H1i~~~-e·~:t;· on xco t t:.he ho or 

U-'....__.__ll'--. olu of os 
dedic ted to him ~ fr n reat leader d 
scholars of the ~ .J) !r, r:. 6) •• , .:-
we would like to o s ~ thin . or • • il ver pre sants to 

u rsonal tr~ nd nip or lon standin • d tho b t in 1 
life. tor friendship should like to ~•..,,.Q substantial. 
contriuution to th bh el !ilv r Gh itabl d uc -
tionaJ. oundation. heso onies or inally provided, ten y ar 
a o in honor of h i :tieth iv rear:,. ha be n u d in 
nanner or r,ood cau • 'he hel ed to defray Profes or ukenik's 
public tion co ts o th ori inal d ~ro • .1 l • ru v 
h n us d to sponsor important spe ors and cultural activity 
at r a e l • t y hav nrich d our lives in any ways. 
his is our ay or invitinc you to join with us in honoring 

• il v r ak 1 t po ble for hil to continue or 
cultural and ewish proj cs • 

.-.,mie, change it as you will. I presume this is the ist or it. 

vordially ours, 

'Y S LV 

DJ :le 



' 
t 

A Bl MA TIN J. ZION 

Qff,C [R 

MISSISSIPPI AV NUE T TWELFTH STRE T 

~.bbl Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St. & Ansel ~o.d 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Danie 1: 

DAVENPO T, lOW TElEPHONE 3 2 -441 

January 17, 1963 

I know these are busy days for y u prior to the celebration 
er, I wish to ask whether 

ssages available to 
for your illustrious father . 
the transcriptions of y ur 
"shut- i ns 11 may be bor:rowed 

My heartiest felicitati ns to 

MJZ/bc 

andyours. 



Rabbi 1artin J . Zion 
e le .. .1nucl 

January 22, 196J 

·~ississip i v ue at Tweltth "t. e..,t 
nav.., 

~ar . ti.l : 

Th rocor s to h you 
our Library an 
Clev lad d 
s lo lecture 
I cai a r~ JO 

.iit l od 

DJS: 

sin 1 
ited to 

-·~~~~~ h is 
.C'U:.t"11'tl...,.,.,r-::-A"""'sire, perhaps 



THE JEWISH CHRONICLE 
(TH E JEWISH C HRONICL E LTD) 

THE ORGAN OF BRITISH JEWRY· ESTABLISHED 1 41 
25' 
~UR IVAL TREET • LONDON EC4 

Telephone: HOLBOR 9252 • Telegrams : JAECHRON LONDON TE I EX 

February 28 , 1963. 

Mrs . M. L . Goldstein , 
The Temple , 
Universi t y Circle a t 
Silver Park , 
Clev eland 6, 
Ohio , U. S . A. 

Der Mrs . Goldstein, 

Mr . Pela nas ask d 
much indeed fo i g 
of Rabbi ui e • 3/ 

~-, ~"\+ 

:i,;,,;7 

Yours incerely , 

nk you v ery 
photograph 

~ iw.- ~ '-i.tt.. 

Secretary to the 
Depu t y Edi t or 



Wemple lletq &qnlnnt 
OF THE NORTH SHORE 

67 TREMONT STREET 

PEABODY, MASSACHUSETTS 

MORRIS A. KIPPER, Rebbi 

tr . Daniel J. S'lver 
The ''em le 
Cl v land, Ohi 

Dar rannv, 

I am jnt~rested in rd r'ncr .e se ........ , .. ,....n ctures f vour 
Ple ase bill fPther (olov ha- ~holom) availabl 

m accordine:ly . (g 
i; 

. yours , 

torris A. Kip) r, Rabbj 



., 
Founded in 1847 

~ REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 
YORK ROAD and TOW SHIP LI E, ELKL T PARK • PHILADELPHIA 17, PA . 

T rner "'· 00 

March 11, 1963 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver, 
THE TEMPLE 

University Circle & Sil ver Pa rk 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

B ERTR AM \X' K ORN, D I! L. I L.D. 
, nior R., hh, 

I wonder if" you ould kind en0l1gh 
to let me have copi~s of ihe pro other 
materials issued in connection~ Dad's 
seventieth birthday celebration. ove to have 
tre m for my files w • ch grow more nous but 
more useful all the time. 

Every good wish, 

BWK :im 

:i,:,,r 

Cordially, 
-;-.. 
~ ,.,; 

-::r-, ., ,1 

Dr. Bertram w. Korn 



, 

.. 
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ur new 
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late t 

or t n 

t:. ill 00 
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.. eh 1 , 1 6 

i . o r 
ow i 

ceive 
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Fairmount Ternp•e 
2 3 7 3 7 FA I R M O U N T B L V D. CLEVELAND 21, OHIO HO 9 - 1330 

Rabbi Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

Apr i 1 4 , 196 3 

I am very pleased that you thought enough of my prayer 
to publish it in your Bulle in, but the tape recorder 
mangled it a bit. I ha.ve, herefor: , transcribed the 
enc 1 osed II fair copy11 fr-om m .:ir..,~1!'i1.:,,lffi ·~"'-_jl'j· ... .u" .... u·,at the record 
may be correct. L 

Rabbi 
ARTHUR J. LELYVELD 

A ssociate Rabbis 
8 E N JAM I N Z. R U DAV S KY 
SAMUEL G. BROUDE 

Executive Secretary 
ALBERT J . KOOSED 

Educational Director 
SAUL S. SPIRO 

My fond greetings to you an and I hope that 
you all have a wonderful Pe a 

aj 1 / r 
enc. 2 

As ever, 

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 



.· , 
Prayer delivered at Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver's 70th birthday celebration 

January 20, 1963 
Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 

Guardian of Israel and Lord of all worlds, we bring before Thee our 
abiding thankfulness. 

In every generation Thou hast poured a portion of T~y spirit into a 
chosen few who interpret Thy will and hearten the troubled souls 
of men; but Thy sages have taught that in every generation there 
arises a leader without peer -- Dabor echud b 1 chol dor v'eyn sheni 
and we are grateful that he dwells among us: 

One who has been the tribune of our people, who at the nadir of our 
fortunes restored the fortitude of Israel with a blazing vision of 
Zion redeemed, who shook the halls of the parliament of man with 
prophetic eloquence, whose blessed pen dipped in the wells of mystic 
and Messianic hope has spoken fearlessly and comfortingly to our 
present need, who has been a rabbi among rabbis -- enhancing the 
dignity and the authority of an ancient title. 

God grant that all he has builded may be establishedJassuring his im­
mortality not only in his writings and historic role, but also in 
those who will follow after him and carry o his ministry. 

Od y'nuvun b'sevo, d'shenim v'ra-ananim yi .__.__1.,__...__~= Y his latter years be 
filled with richness and productivi y as his former years and may 
he continue to lead, teach, and inspire u hea lth and s trength --
ad meoh v'esrim shono. 

0d~ 
Amen 



June 27, 1963 

. Harold P. Manson 
320 Centr P st 

w York 25, If. Y. 

Dear Harold: 

I lad t orld Con:teder tion' s 
reprint ot article - All,_..,__ t you 
-ror ma1 } 

D IEL JEREMJ SILVER 

DJ :lg 



Rabbi J cob Marcus 
Jaerlcan Jewish Archives 
Cl.itton Avenue 
Cincinnati 20, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Marcus: 

DJS:lg 

August 7, 1963 

Cordiall.y yours, 

ILVER 



DIRECTOR or ARCHIVES: JACOB R. MARCUS, Ph. D. 
Adolph S. Ochs Professor of American Jewish Hiswry, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
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AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES 
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Rabbi Daniel J. Si Iver 
The Temple 
University Circle at Silver Park 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dan: 

August 12, 1963 

I want to thank you very much for the MacArthur 
letter. It is a very good one, and we are filing it as 
a document. 

You know that I have written f the repeatedly to 
send some of his papers here. Plea e pe to him and 
encourage him to send us at least some o his papers. 

You may be interested in knowing that we have 
copies of the diaries of Mordecai M. Kaplan. They are 
very stgnifi cant. 

With all good wishes to you and your dear wife 
for the New Year, I am, 

Jaco 

r ,lj 
. /Marcus 

JRM:sg 

.) 



'The Temple is the He.tr! of the Co11nrmnit'}'' 

CALIFORNIA AT I ETEENTH STREET 

SA TA MO ICA, CALIFOR IA 

EXbrook 4-3840 • EXbrook 4-0331 

Sept. 4, 1963 

RABBI 
Lawrence A. Block , D.H.L., D.D. 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Tem:ple, 
University Circle at Silver Pk. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio. 

Dear Dan: 

Rabbi Philip Jaffa of Cleveland informs me that 

your father and you have written or edited a 

Selichos service for a Reform Temple. 

Would you be so kind a 

drop me a copy of your ervice in the 

mail? I enjo~ed the origin $r\Tice you composed 
t.. ~ :,.,,'),;"' 

9 
and conducted atthe C C.A.R. in Philadelphia 

last June. 

With warmest good wishes to your father on his 7oth 

bir~y and with fond holy day greetings, 
" 

L'shanah Tovah 
. ,{/ 

' , 

v Lawr.ence A. Block 
(/ 

Many thanks.• 



to 

from 

HEBREW UNION COLLEGE - JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION 

40 WEST 68th STREET • N E W YO R K 2 3 , N . Y. • TRAFALGAR 3-0200 

~~ 

{-/crY'-
1 

/llz 
s-- ~y{-=- /'((fl 

-J0/ 
)f/JL{f-

,,-
(c I )V/1 



pte r ro, 1963 

Dr. Harry . Orlin 
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ootober 8, 1963 

Dr .. H. Silver 
o/o The Temple 
University Circl 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

De r Dr. 1lver: 

Silver Park 

As Chairman of th Cleveland Chapt r or the American 
Co 1ttee or Bar-Ilan tJniv r ity, I am pleased to in­
form you that the University is planning to introduc 
into its ool or social Sciences a Department in 
American Civilization, as a step toward broadening 
I rael I s under tanding or the American social order. 

This local Chapter will attem to establish within 
this Department, Clevelan n Anler1oan Je -
1ah Community S s Qn ~~~ ~,.~~~~(.~-'the con-
certed contr1bu n dations in 
this City. It has .further ~7 ~~.~n~i'Jai!» that this 
Chair. be also 1 yo ~:~~·- ~ and this 
proposal has be y v . i_;/ ,, ',._'-11/ 

,:i ... ~-7 
I have been asked by Ratitii Seymour Z&lllbrowsky, 
he dot the Canadian Committee for th University, 
to arrange for a viait with you to present the 
proposed undertaking in its tull r ramit1oat1ona. 
I tru t that you 111 find it poaa1ble to accede 
to this requ at, d I shall talc th liberty or 
calling 1ou in a day or two in connection with 
th1a att r. 

With bat wi hes for a happy and rewarding Hew 
Year, I remain, 

Yours, e.s vi.-



Rabbi Leon I. Feuer 
ColllllgW'OOd Avenue Temple 
2335 Collingwood Avenu 
Toledo 10, arl.o 

Dear Leon: 

December 3, 1963 

I knov that this letter does not have to be written, 
but aanebov I need to sa:y n paper and again hov 
much we appreciated yc>ur _ . .....__~ ur hi.end-
ahip, and y, • vaa ot the 
bee.rt and wen h ~~~~~~ can't 8fQ" any 
more nov but , ~~~~ u 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:]8 



Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld 
The Fairmount Temple 
23737 airmount :Boulevard 
Cleveland 21, Ohio 

Dear Arthur: 

December 3, 1963 

I n d to say to you .... .. ,,.~."" .. ""' ppreciated 
your presence b-1~..ulll,&..., 1~,u.¥m1r choice or 
Biblical pa.as so a ~ -.1.-::~ J.J1..f,JA Adele 
explained, so f ..u:u.~~ in which 
Dad bad been __ ......_ ' express 
myself' at in but I 
vant you to know hov much~ meant to all 
ua. 

As lwa,.,va, 

DANIEL JERmY SILVER 

DJS:lg 



December 3, 1963 

The Honorable Senator Frank J. ache 
Senate Building 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear S nator Iausche: 

Your words 
had great 
s rvice you 
He woul.d hav 
to be part 0 

bespeak th 

DJS:lg 

• De.d 
___ y of 

,.;::~·.i,,•,;c:;,;,;, our nation. 
tor you 

mv-« ... l:I, I can o~ 
.-.:~re tud.l.y. 
:,.,,;- 1/ 

Sincerely yours, 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 



Dr. Solom:m 13. Freehot 
Rodef' S lom Temple 
4905 Fif't.h Av 
Pittsburgh 13, ,cu..u.~ylvania 

Dear Dr. 

December 3, 19(>3 

In to exp as today my- d p gratitude to you not 
only f or your tribute to fri JlQ.8hi, but for the bal.f 
century of rabbi Joyi w1 th 
yo • II alway t 1:.- rN-1 geth r. 
You e·t out the ce.x~~_!'J_~- te separa 
chann , he ~ Jrf'•H. st respect 
of' your accompli - ·0 "'"'C! presence 
S was s WBJ?vtt:o. and I 
deeply grateful • 

Sine recy yours, 

DANIEL JERElff SILVER 

DJS:}8 



, ... 

Dr. »nanuel eumann 
515 Park Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 

Dear Emani1el: 

I 

Deceber 3, 1963 

I el th need today to express my profoundest 
gratitude not only for "Mlllt~ttcent tribute of 
love which you spoke bu of' 
tr1 '-'-.,-....1 p and c•• -...,-~u n•.'T'I_, w.1 th Dad. 
What a week th1 f--------":'-~~ ~ e plann 
f'or your C leb CIM!D.Cl'W .-a a• un-
noticed, b ked 
forward to Tues ::~==•~m tound on 
his dealt ];)8.rt cript which he bad pre-
pared. Some of the text you have. 'lhe beginning 
he bad added. I thought you might want 1 t as hie 
lut ata nt of fin emab1p. 

Sincerely yours, 

DANIEL JERPMY SILVER 

DJS:lg 
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• Richard Tucker 
10 lville 
Gr at ck, 

• 'l\t.cker : 

c b r 3, 1963 

York 

I canno't begin to ex.press to you our profound 
grati tudJ • W gratet'ul for you friend-
ship and your ~esence. We to God tor 
your gif't of , which --~--- cent 
and br:lnss live. Dad ,____.,..---. ......... -; .............. t st 
tion for you .,.:.,..~" _ _; ... __ ... ~ , often o 

I your many se L and our th. 
But all this ____ r knov is 
how profoundly ;you c our hearts and how 
significantl;y you raised our spirits. For that we 
are profoundly in your d bt. 

Sincerely yours, 

DANIEL JER™Y SILVER 

DJS:lg 



December 6, 1963 

Rabbi Daniel Jeremy Silver 
The Temple 

sel Road at Silver Par1~ 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi, 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER 

~ <conwnettu fo 

HAR- lA~ ~N VfR~ IY 
RAMAT-GAN, ISRAEL 

BOO MARSHALL BUILDING 

CLEVELAND 13, OHIO 

781-7799 

Your late revered father may have told you about 
the proposed Cleveland Chair ·n American JeN"ish Co unity 
Studies at Bar-Ilan University to be established in memory of 
you:r- paternal randparents n accordance with the enclosed 
statemen. 

he also 
no .1ing ron 

ould app oac 
ay I sugges 

project in deta·1 
·mplementation. 

n 
n 
u 

and to c 

ix the !arch 15th ate 
that he could see 

delegation that 
ors pport of the Chair. 

ce, e meet to discuss the 
the p oper steps for its 

You ill be interested to kno· tha s . Albert 
Levin has accepted the chairmanship of he Cleveland omen for 
]ar-Ilan and that one o~ her assoc·ates is s . Julie Kravitz . 

I sh 11 take the libert of callin yo in the 
near future for an ap ointment. 

!os t sincerely, 

NATIONAL Of"F'lCE: 10 EAST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 19, N, Y. AREA 212 532·8570 
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December, 1963 

STATEMENT 

CLEVELAND C H A P T E R 

~ ~MWmittee foe 

HAR- lAN ~N VfR~ IY 
RAMAT-GAN, ISRAEL 

BOO MARSHALL BUILDING 

CLEVELAND 13, OHIO 

7B1-7799 

Not for publication; for 
personal information onlyo 

In July of 1963 the Global Committee of Bar-Ilan University, 
then meeting in Jerusalem, received a request from the Cleveland Chapter) 
American Committee for Bar-Ilan, to look into the prospect of establishing 
at the University a Department in American Civilization, which would bring 
to Israel the sociological know-how developed within the American civic 
and communal structure. The Chapter further indicated its readiness to 
undertake the sponsorship of a Cleveland Chair in American Jewish Community 
Studies as the initial phase of this Departmentv 

The Global Committee gave the 
subsequent approval, at which the Clev 
the following approach: 

ediate consideration and 
er proceeded to evolve 

a) that the Chair be estab1' i n memory of the parents 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Sil e~; ~ 

b) that the Chair be established largely through grants 
from Cleveland fo dations . 

On October 22, 1963 a delegation consisting of Rabbi Seymour M. 
Zambrowsky, honorary president of the Canadian Conunittee for Ba:r-Ilan, 
Cleveland Chapter Chairman Edward J. Schweid, and the undersigned visited 
Rabbi Silver and apprised him of the nature of the proposed project . Rabbi 
Silver was greatly moved and readily gave his approval, with the condition 
that public announcement of the Chair be made only when substantial funds 
had been obtained to assure its implementationv 

Ten days prior to his passing Rabbi Silver personally called this 
office and gave March 15, 1964 as his preferable date for the dinner that 
would formally proclaim the Cleveland Chair. 

With the entire House of Israel in grievous mourning over the 
irreparable loss which it has suffered, we consider it even more fitting 
that the Cleveland community proceed, in accordance with Rabbi Silver's 
sentiments, to establish this Chair and to proclaim it on the date he 
selected, as one of its expressions of gratitude that this great leader of 
Jewry had chosen to live and work in its midst. 

Israel I. Tasli t-t;, 
Community Program Chairman 

NATIONAL CF"F"ICE: 10 EAST 40TH S T REET, NEW YORK 19, N, Y. AREA 212 S32·ElS70 
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December 9, 1 ~63 

Dear Mr. Taslitt: 

I a in receipt of your letter of December 6th. I am, 
frankly, surprised at its haste. However worthy the 
cauae, it surely could have waited until after the Shiva. 
Frankly, your haste has put me off. 

Some time afte ra w 
diacuaa this mat thy 

DJS:bfm 

r. Israel I. Ta• itt 
American Committee 
for Bar-Ilan Univ rsity 
800 ... arahall Building 
Cleveland, Ohio - 44113 

I 

11 be prepar d to 
ly. 

ly youre, 

Daniel Jeremy Silver 



Mr. Cl.emf'1nt Alexandre 
--~ The ................... .J.-......W..O Co pa.ny 
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Edlton: 

TIIE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 
Published by 

The Oropele College for Hebrew and Cognate Leamin1 
S. E. Comer Broad and York Sttcea 

PbUadelphta 

ABRAHAM A. NEUMAN 
SOLOMON ZElnlN December 16, 1963 

Dr. Daniel J. Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland 6, · Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Thank you for your kind letter of December 4th. It touched me 
deeply and words cannot express how much I mourn the los s of my de ar 
friend. 

In your letter you mentioned t he responsibilities whi ch your 
dad had assumed. You are aware that in April 1965 t he seventy-f ifth 
Anniversary of the Jewish Quarterly Review will be celebrated. A 
special volume will be issued and it is contemplated to have an inter­
national congress of scholars and men of thought. Your dad had agreed 
to write an article for the anniversary issue nd he also had accepted 
the chairmanship of the Convention. 

write an article for the 
of the article by corres­

c~ot think of anyone mo 
or,).d who could assume the 

I would very much like that o so 
special issue. We could discuss the su 
pondence or maybe when we get toget er 
possesses the prestige in the schol rly 
chairmanship of the Convention. 

To properly organize the Convention a considerable sum of money 
is needed. Is there a possibility that'' Edgar Hahn could aid us in 
obtaining a subvention? 

Is it too early to think about a volume to be published in memory 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver? 

How about your manuscript? Is it ready for publication? Let me 
hear from you. 

to you 
Please convey ffl'1' warm wishes to your dear mother. 

Cordially, 

C ;;-; / .7117,n....,, 

Solomon Zeitliti 

With rrr:, best 



Founded in 1847 

REFORM CONGREGATION KENESETH ISRAEL 
YORK ROAD and TOWNSHIP LINE, ELKINS PARK • PHILADELPHIA 17, PA . 

T rner -8700 

ecc ber 16 , 963 

abbi aniel J . Silv~r , 
he 1rem le 
n·versity Circle ~ilv r r rk 

~1ev land o , hio . 

. y d )an : 

BERTRAM w KORN, D II L, LLD 
St,,,or Rabb, 

I would a;,preci te your 
s ndin .ie a _c h 
for your el r 

tor· d t· e tr 
a Co f y . .ii.n 

~- ve one for ~
1
~1 

1.s • s p · re o f <3c) V2) 

f L 
-·-~- - ___ ril ing 

ad 
jjl~ e to 

t. c re 

! y than s to you and kind 
cgards . 

Cor ially , 

, . orn 

B., : ·m . 
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Mlaa ~le Wickv.lre 
665 f4'bardy IAne 
Iaguna Beach, Calif'omia 

Dee.r Mias 'Wickwire: 

December 17, 963 

A YOice trom one's chil.dh is always moat velcaae, 
especially ao vb.en 1 bri s r oE happy high 
school days andl~er learni mot grateful to 
you tor your ld.nd note ot s:l1n.J~~ ~ 

0 ~i.) ~ Much baa ha~e<l :to">me ese J. ;'l enty years. 
Academ1calq, r1 ' pa;c;luated tram • ~ ., vaa ordained at 
the Hebrew Union College, am I received ,q Ph.D. trom 
the University of Cb1Q88<>. In terma ot tud.q, I have 
a loTeq wif'e em three energetic children who are 
beginning to velld their way through the Shaker school 
system. Prof'eaaiona~, I served as a Navy Olapla1n 
during the Korean War, a email pulpit in Qd.cago, and 
I have been at 'lhe Temple tor eight rewarding years. 
It baa been a good lite. 

I do hope that j; u return to CleV'eland that we JDa7 
have a chance to visit. 

Sincere~ youra, 

DANIEL Jmma' SILVER 
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TEMPLE ISRAEL 
December lo, 1963 

Rabbi D nicl Jeremy ilver 
e Temple 

Uliversity 'ircle & Silver Park 
leveland 6, Ohio 

Dear a: 

On Thursday evening , January 9th, 1964 , at ei ht o'clock (E. S .T . ), the 
,olum· s istrict of the Zio ist Or anizatio of erica an Temple Israel 
will co duct a city -wide ervice honoring th memory of your beloved ather 
at Temple Israel . 11 of the abbis of Columbus are being invited to attend 
and to participate . e would be ho ored if you or some other member of your 
family could be present; however, if this woula be difficult, we want you to 
·uow that we understand . In ny event, it would be greatly appreciated if 
a message could be presented during the Service on behalf of your fam"ly and 
yoursel . 

gai, assuring you of he 
of 'olumbus, Temple Is a 1 

Sincerely yours, 

J F:va 

h a 
el:f, 

thy of the Jewish corranuni ty 

CC: Dr . B n bramson , 1rs . aul Offenberg, Mr . Her bert \~inc and 
Rabbi Stephen . . rnold 

Dr. J rome D . Folkman, Ph.D., D.D . 
Rabbi 

5419 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS 13, OHIO • BELMONT 7-4281 
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Uij}h 
10 SOUTH EIGHTH AVENUE 

MOUNT VERNON , N. Y. 

MOUNT VERNON 7-1302 

Dr. Daniel J. Silver 
c/o The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

SOLOMON FREILICH, RABBI 

December 19, 1963 

I read with great interest of your excellent 
Bulletin and would be most grateful if you would put 
me on your mailing list to receive your Bulletin regu­
larly. I read also concerning th se mons and lectures 
by Dr. A.H. Silver which are ava lable @n records. I 
wonder if any of these are availab r nted form. 
I am particularly interested int e n titled, "Why 
Do Men Really Hate?", and "The Se s of the 
Enduring Home". 

If these are in printed form, I would be most 
grateful if you would send them, as well as your Bulletins 
to the following mailing address: 

Thank you. 

SF:s1 

Rabbi Solomon Freilich 
170 Rich Avenue 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. 

Fra e r nally yours, 
'I 

I l { i?z,,z,,.-,-I t.. . I 
R ~i Solomon Freilich 



I . 

Dr. Solomon Ze1 tlln 
Drake Hotel 
15th & Spruce Streets 
Philadelphia 21 Penns7lTIUd.a 

Dea.r Dr. Zei tlln: 

I em in receipt ot 10ur note ot December 16th, and I 
vCN.l.d be delighted to vrite an article tor the 
ann1 versary 1:as~ ot the Jewish ~ l¥ ev. 
You mentioned the possibility ot rec•1v1 subven-
tion trom the Beaumont Found.at on ot money 
do JOU require? What ~ are aeld. have a 
convereat1on vith Mr. Helin and so 

') 

'..,.,,. -:-.V\/ 

We are organising an Abba Hillel Sil: Arch1 vea-
Library here which will undertake the publishing ot 
tour or five volumes ot !84's lectures and addreaeea. 
The money has been raised. 

'lhe manuacript is on my aecretar.J'• desk. She will 
have it ree<q by 1 January and I will mil it to th•, 
tor their ree41ng, the n.nt ~ the ~• You Jalgbt 
alert thell to lta arrlft.l.. 

W1 till all good wlahea, 

Cordi~ JOUra, 

nAIDI, JBRIMr SILVER 

• 
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December 30, 1963 

Rabbi Solomon Freilich 
Congregation Brothers ot Israel 
10 South Eighth Avenue 
ltbunt Vernon, ew York 

Dear Rabbi Freilich: 

The Temple 1B undertaking a ma.Jor 
program ot Dr. Silver' aernm• 

I have tak ha: ~m ime placed on 
our &l.let1 at. 

~ Since;;q' youra, 

DOIEL JEREMY SILVER 

DJS:lg 



December 30, 1963 

• ~n Ouren, President 
Bureau of Jewish ucat1on 

2030 South Taylor .,._.._ 
Clevelalld 18, Ohio 

Dear • Guren: 

I want to ro you, th 
of' Trustees o ~-- u of' Jewish Fduca n 
the Resoluti 
Father. Dad 1ar,U1~ 1 
taking of re 
eny ettort 

:lg 

, 



December 30, 1963 

Rabbi Alex J. Goldman 
est J wish Co1mm,m1ty Center 

Thouron Aven e and Sedgwick Street 
Phil.ad lpbia Square, P nnaylvania 

Rabbi GoldJD&D~ 

You will find a biography ofi t'ather in the Jubil.ee 
Vol which I t o hi t1-¥+,i;~ "In e Time of 

est" and Us b ~·~ .. ~~~~ -··-u will al.so 
:rind there, as ell in tn on Victory" 
published unde~ z tion 
of America, sel s lect s. 

(9/ 
It may interest you to knov that some time within the 
n eighteen IOOnths Dr. Silver's autobio piy will 
be published, a w 11 as four or five volumes of bis 
addresses and lectur . 

Sine rely youra, 

DANIEL JERn-iY SIIY ER 



December 30., 1963 

Mr. Jerome E. Grover 
National. Paper and Twine Company 
124o East 55th Street 
Cl.evele!ld 3, Ohio 

Dear Jerry: 

The Temple is deep~ gra 
for the g1:f't o 
was a fine ee ce 
generous one. Some da 
DX>re strength 
but right now 
too many memortes~ ~ 

DJS:lg 

and I personally, 
.-.... •p'ml ~"'""""-'ral. It 

d a most 
~ ~~Hll ttle 
UilNV~ro the tape, 

~ ng back 

Sincerely yours, 

DANIEL JE8EHY SIL 



r 
;., HEBREW UNION COLLEGE I BIBLICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 

ilabbi Daniel J . Silver, 
'Ihe Temple, 
Cleveland 6, Ohio , 
U. S. A. 

Dear Danny: 

December 30th, 1963 

I feel that you ouaht to know that the Hebrew Union 
Colle e / Biblical and Archaeoloaical chool held a Memorial 
Service last ni~ht, marking the hloshim of your father's 
passin~. To hold such a service, entirely in Hebrew, the 
lan _ uage he loved , in the Syna o ue of the Jerusalem branch 
of his Alma .1a ter, in the capital of the State 1 rhich he so 
valiantly fou~ht to establish, was, I believe completely in 
the spirit of the example and the legacy which he left us . 
'lhe participants in the Service were srael Goldstein, ~orton 
Berman, Joshua Habe'illan and myself . Berman and 1oldstein are 
goin~ to send you copies of t~eir s . y few words 
are not extant in wri tino- . 

I realize that ours was but o~- •-r.~ 
ins throu ,hout the lEn th and b p 

e many such pather­
the J ewi h World . But 

~ind a source of comfort 
in which the memory of 

I do hope that you and your mother 
in the universal ratitude an 
you father is being held. 

With sincere re~ards . 

Cordially yours, 

'-'~ 

abbi Jakob J . Petuchnwski 
Di ctor of Jewish ~tudies 

1,, KING DAVID ST., JBRUS.ALEM , ISRAEL, PHONE : 28973 ,28391 q,n1n, ,13 ,,, 7',tJiT ·n, 
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Abba Hillel Silver-An Appreciation 

HAROLD P. MANSON 

* 

A REMARKABLE UNITY pervades the still-incomplete lifework of 
Abba Hillel Silver. His entire career runs in a straight line to­

ward an almost inevitable meeting with an exacting assignment from 
history. 

The nature of that assignment was decreed by "the inescapable 
logic of events" ( a phrase that would figure prominently in his public 
utterances). His historic task was to realize the revolutionary program 
which had been set in motion 'by Theodor Herzl in 1897-to secure 
international recognition for. the r , c nstitutio of an independent 
Jewish State. 

An American rabbi, preeminen .· s, 10£ Reform Judaism, 
but nurtured by East Eurol)ean Jewis ~ 1!19ns, and folkways , and 
bound in love to the mass·es o( his peopl~&ittldeviatingly committed 
from early childhood to the Herzli n conc,ept of political Zionism; 
schooled in the processes of political action in a democratic society; 
endowed with a powerful intellect, a commanding personality, and 
oratorical skills that could persuade masses and move them to action, 
Dr. Silver was perfectly cast for his role by life itself. 

* 

The S. S. Kreln, out of Bremen, reached New York harbor on a 
June day in 1902. Among the new immigrants whom it brought to 
Ellis Island was a thin, dark, curly-haired, nine-year-old boy, decked 
out in a sailor suit for the occasion. Abba Silver, held in tow by his 
mother, Dinah, had arrived together with his older brother and a 
sister to rejoin their father, Rabbi Moses Silver, in the new home 
which he had established in America. Behind them was the Lithu­
anian town of Neinstadt-Schirwindt where the six Silver children 
were born-and also a tradition of learning and scholarship which 
they would transplant in the exciting new land that welcomed them. 
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One of the dominant themes of Abba Hillel Silver's later life and 
action was born on that day: belief in America as a force for good 
in the world. He would come to know America intimately-her vast­
ness and diversity, but mostly her power to achieve a better life-and 
would eagerly make his own contribution to her civilization. 

The America he first encountered was New York's lower East 
Side. His childhood in the family's tenement on Madison Street was 
altogether happy. The drabness of tenement life at the turn of the 
century seems to have been shut out. Here, as in Neinstadt, his home 
was a place of scholarship, tolerantly administered by Rabbi Moses 
Silver. 

The third in a succession of ordained rabbis, Moses Silver did not 
make the rabbinate his profession. In Neinstadt he had earned a 
modest livelihood in the soap business, but learning was the essence 
of his life. In New York he taught in a Hebrew school and also gave 
free instruction to many gifted youngsters. He remained dedicated to 
scholarship until his death at the age of eighty-seven at his home in 
Jerusalem, where he and his wife settled in 1924. Shortly before his 
eightieth birthday Moses Silver pu- lished two volumes of a Biblical 
commentary, Hishukei K-essef (FilrigTiee of, Sil er), which were well 
received by both scholars and la e ... + GMli"~~1 1 h reflect his learning 
and his piety. The range of bis i te

0

:n,r11

1

...!l.,i.; ll terests was wide and 
included not only traditional Biblic _l ,. .. ~~ udic studies, but mod­
ern Hebrew literature and the sec far Ii - tli1ities as well. 

There were not many Jewish liomes at the turn of the century in 
which such coexistence was actively encouraged or even acceptable. 
Traditional Jewish learning and "secularism" were generally in con­
flict, giving rise to fanaticism and intolerance on both sides. Moses 
Silver taught his children to view Judaism in its entirety and to rec­
oncile, rather than accentuate, apparent diversities. 

Zionist thought was, inevitably, a central influence in such a 
home. Heroic Biblical figures inspired visions of a reborn Jewish na­
tion. The essays of Abad Ha-Am, the philosopher of cultural Zionism, 
were read and discussed in Hebrew. The lifework of Theodor Herzl, 
the founder of modern political Zionism, was followed avidly by the 
entire family. 

In 1904, the year of Herzl's untimely death, the two Silver boys 
formed the Dr. Herzl Zion Club. It was the very first Zionist Hebrew­
speaking group in America and was to serve as a training ground for 
the future leadership of the movement. Its first president was thirteen­
year-old Maxwell Silver, who was succeeded two years later by Abba 
Hillel Silver. The club held debates and performed plays in the 
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Hebrew language. A half-century later one of the group reminisced : 
"Abba always played the young hero, with flashing eyes and sword­
play. He was built for the role. He looked the part." 

The club's membership included Emanuel Neumann, who would 
later head the Zionist Organization of America and be Silver's closest 
assc__.iate in the political leadership of United States Zionism; the 
future Hebrew educator Israel Chipkin; a number of subsequent 
leaders of the rabbinate, including Barnett R. Brickner, Abraham 
Feldman, Benjamin Friedman, Jesse Schwartz, as well as many 
others who were destined to make significant contributions to Ameri­
can Jewish life. Of this elite group and its meetings on the lower East 
Side, Neumann wrote in 1953: "I joined ... on a wintry Saturday 

i evening, when the club was celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of the presi­
dent. Its president then and its natural leader for years thereafter was 
Abba Hillel Silver. His was a firm rule, tempered always with a saving 
sense of humor. He was loved, admired and obeyed. His word at the 
end of a long debate had the ring of finality and was accepted without 
demur. The very quality of his voice brought conviction."' 

One of the recorded incidents in the, history of the Dr. H rzl 
Zion Club is propheUc. The club h d been plung:ed into ideological 
controversy almost from its inqeptio . ~ -. s t e anti-Zionist views 
of the rigidly Orthodox _left. it with u g place, but for the 
home of Rabbi Moses Silver I to whom ~S..Allo~-Wr,frur,/ turned for guidance ,,. 
and support. Finally,. the group rec ive '1 ·ssion to meet in the 
nonsectarian Educational Allianc,e. ith the advent of a new director 
of that institution, the club was again facing homelessness. Its name 
was considered too «political.'~ One day the director was making the 
rounds with one of the benefactresses of the Educational Alliance. 
On entering the room where the Dr. Herzl Zion Club boys met, they 
were astonished to find the meeting being conducted in Hebrew. The 
director and the good lady lectured the grou1 severely on their poor 
display of ''Americanism" in choosing to speak an alien tongue. When 
they finished, a tall boy in his early teens stood up and announced 
calmly that the Dr. Herzl Zion Club identified itself with the Zioni t 
movement, that it would continue to use the language which David 
had found suitable for the composition of the Psalms, and through 
which Isaiah had expressed his vision of universal peace and justice. 
Quite speechless, the director and the lady withdrew. The Dr. Herzl 
Zion Club continued to conduct meetings in Hebrew at the Educa­
tional Alliance-and Abba Hillel Silver had won his first ideological 
battle against an attitude which he would encounter and best time 
and again in his career. 
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In 1911, after graduating from Townsend Harris High School, 
where he was one of the top students, Abba Hillel Silver took a step 
which must have been anathema to some of his neighbors and 
also worried a number of his young Zionist comrades. Like Maxwell a 
few years earlier, he decided to enter the Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati-the center and stronghold of Reform Judaism. To the 
ultra-Orthodox this was a few steps short of apostasy. To some of the 
Herzl Zion boys, mindful of the anti-Zionist attitude which then 
permeated Reform Jewry, it represented a threat that their leader 
might be taken over by the Henemy." He, however, was certain that he 
and other friends who were to accompany or follow him to Cincinnati 
would ultimately occupy and dominate the citadel of Liberal Judaism. 
Interestingly enough-perhaps typically-the Silver boys' decision re­
ceived warm encouragement and support from their father. 

Accepted by the Hebrew Union College, he also enrolled in the 
University of Cincinnati with the intention of completing his rabbini­
cal studies simultaneously with his general college education. He 
carried this off with resounding success, accomplishing nine years' 
work at the College in four years -nd graduating from both institu­
tions in 1915. 

The motif of leadership r~ns t r 1 
• ·,s ,college years and is 

fresh in the memory of follow stu . et;r1 , 
Young Rabbi Silver·s..firsf pulp t w~ . - eeling, West Virginia, 

at the Eoff Street TenJple. Wheelin, wa\?,'1 , • itfly significant in his life 
for the presence of Virginia Horkh imer, daughter of a leader of the 
community, and the product of five generations on American soil. 
The courtship outlasted his stay in that city and was continued from 
Cleveland until their marriage in 1923. 

This wonderfully happy union must occupy a central place in 
any evaluation of Rabbi Silver's career. Virginia Silver, a personality in 
her own right, has been content to realize herself as wife to a remark­
able man and mother to two fine sons. Living in the atmosphere of 
love and support which she created, Rabbi Silver received an added 
measure of confidence and strength for his career. He also received 
valuable counsel-for Virginia Silver proved to be very astute in taking 
the measure of a person. 

Silver was all of twenty-four when, after two years in Wheeling, 
he received a call to one of the most important pulpits in America­
Cleveland~s Tifereth Israel (The Temple). From 1917, the year of his 
arrival in Cleveland, it has been his beloved spiritual home and the 
workshop of his creative spiritual life. 

There were, of course, doubts about his maturity. He was, after 
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all, succeeding the venerable Rabbi Moses J. Gries, and skeptics an­
ticipated a fiasco. His first sermon, which has become something of 
a legend, swept away all reservations. An electrified congregation 
came away with the proud knowledge that they had chosen as their 
spiritual leader a most extraordinary man. 

Not that it was all smooth sailing thereafter. The words which 
rang out from Rabbi Silver's pulpit were not designed to please, but 
to summon to moral and social action. His uncompromising Zionism, 
his internationalism in a Midwest stronghold of isolationism, his 
espousal of the cause of organized labor long before labor became a 
major force in American society, his attacks against some of the most 
powerful economic and political interests in the state and nation­
these and other views were extremely distasteful to some leaders of 
the city. Conflict and controversy were inevitable, as were victory and 
vindication for the unyielding rabbi who had won the hearts and 
minds of the congregation and large sections of the community. It 
became clear at the very outset that Abba Hillel Silver could be held 
only on his own terms. 

The beginnings of his wo,rk in Cleveland were interrupted by 
the First World War .. He served in ranee -here his ministry to the 
Allied troops won him th~ '" Academic P : . ·s · s , cier de l'Instruction 
Publique. 1 

Upon his return he plunged int _ t:H ,,. making The Temple 
not only the largest, but perhaps the mo ), 'I _ ,=:-g res·sive and education­
ally creative Liberal J,ewish congregation in America. Two years after 
his arrival the membership had risen from 725 families to 916. Five 
years later, in 1922, Rabbi Silver laid the cornerstone for the inspiring 
edifice where the congregation has worshiped since 1924. In 1959 a 
great new wing was added to The Temple, which today boasts a large 
s,;hool, a fine library, and an exceptional museum of Jewish religious 
mid ceremonial art, among the many other educational and cultural 
facilities available to its membership of 2,400 families. This many­
faceted institution is now jointly administered by Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver and his son, Daniel Jeremy Silver, the fifth in the family's 
unbroken chain of rabbis and scholars-a moving and poetic culmina­
tion of one of the senior rabbi's most cherished dreams. 

An achievement like The Temple would for most men represent 
total fulfillment, leaving little time or inclination for other encieavors. 
The very process of building and physical expansion can become an 
all-absorbing occupation. Spiritual and moral purposes have too often 
been trapped and entombed in the cornerstones of magnificent edi­
fices. Their size and complexity impose heavy administrative de-
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mands on the spiritual leader, who is in constant danger of being 
transformed into a corporation executive or professional fund raiser. 
But Rabbi Silver has kept the emphasis where it belongs: on Jewish 
teaching and worship. 

Moreover, the daily tasks of the rabbinate, however significant 
and rewarding in themselves, could not contain his searching mind. 
He heard other voices. The love of scholarship could not be stilled and 
he somehow found time to study and to write-though never to the 
extent that he wished. 

In 1925 he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from He­
brew Union College. His thesis was later expanded into his first 
published book, Messianic Speculations in Israel ( 1927)-regarded 
by scholars as a classic contribution to the study of Messianic con­
cepts. The subject matter is highly illuminating in relation to Silver's 
total personality. Superficially it would appear that nothing could be 
more alien to the spirit of one who is so totally committed to action 
in the modern world than the mystical quest for the Messianic era 
and its meaning. Nevertheless, it is precisely this subject which ab­
sorbed him as a young scholar an which has recurred frequently in 
his writings. He appUed-his keen ·n elli en.ce to gain a fuller under-
standing of the Mes,siartie: motif whi .l • ·stakable in Jewish ex-
perience over the centuries The qual t1 tie • sh mystical thought-
its fervor and scope-appealed t.o liim, ~ , h, .e firmly rejected mys-
tical solutions to man's :problems. He ,' , l'l • ht these qualities to his 
work in the rabbinate and the Zionist movement. 

In attempting to define the unique nature of Silver's leadership 
of the Zionist movement, the author wrote in 1949: 'No real under­
standing of Dr. Silver-the man and the leader-is possible without 
an appreciation of the fact that he is first and foremost Rabbi Silver, 
a person of deep spiritual convictions and a profound scholar .... 
He regards his pulpit in Cleveland, Ohio, with the reverence and de­
votion of one for whom there can be no greater calling in life. If we 
bear this fact in mind, many things which at first glance appear 
mystifying become crystal clear: why he underwent the physical dis­
comfort of spending many days of each week on trains and planes, 
commuting between New York and Cleveland or Washington and 
Cleveland-this over a period of six years-in order to be back in his 
pulpit on the Sabbath; why, even in the midst of the most severe 
crises in his political life, he could be found at The Temple happily 
engaged in teaching a class of children; why, surrounded by admiring 
multitudes in New York, he would confide to his friends that he 
yearned for the peace of his study; why he always spoke so wistfully 
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of the days when he could devote himself to Jewish scholarship-the 
days when he wrote the profound Messianic Speculations in Israel. 

"When we view Dr. Silver in the light of his dedication to the 
spiritual essence of Judaism, we are better able to understand hi 
unshakable faith that the Zionist cause would triumph, no matter 
what the obstacles, as well as the quality akin to mysticism which is 
present even in his most 'political' utterances- a quality which some 
regarded as a contradiction of his basic character, but which those 
close to him understood to be the true expression of that character." 

Two decades of intermittent but impressive scholarly activity 
were abruptly halted when Silver was called to the leadership of the 
American Zionist movement-though this phase of his creative life 
was energetically resumed following his withdrawal from Zionist 
politics. He wrote three more books prior to his assumption of acti e 
political leadership. The Democratic Impulse in Jewish History (1928) 
is a compact presentation of his view of Judaism as essentially a 
people>s religion and of Jewish creativity as people-based. The pri­
mary role occupied by the Jewish people in his concept of Jew·sh 
history would determine his appro ~ ch to all aspects of Jewish lif -
including, of course, the.Zionist pro - m --- ich to his mind, required 
a strong popular foundatron. The L between people and 

I 
leader-each drawin,g inspiration f o e:r , with the former 
always paramount- would be a Jasd -a 1 ,. · , ct of inquiry through-

~. ;<-

OU t his life. He would al so have the opp _·~ K' ity,, given to few schol-
ars, of translating his concepts into living history. 

Silver foresaw the vast economic changes that would sweep over 
America in the 19307s. In Religion in a Changing World ( 1930 ) he 
outlined a program toward a just social order and described the role 
that a vigorous religion would have to assume. It was in the prophetic 
tradition. The volume was for many months a nonfiction best-seller. 

In World Crisis and Jewish Survival (1941), a collection of essays 
( including his 1940 Dudleian Lecture at Harvard), the scholar is 
embattled against the then-triumphant Nazi tyranny, and there are 
signs of the emerging political leader. There is also a ringing confi­
dence in the Jewish people~s ability to survive the holocaust and to go 
forward toward the fulfillment of its role in history. 

With his passionate devotion to social justice, Rabbi Silver was 
impelled to take stands on vital issues in the life of his city, state, 
and country. His Sunday morning sermons, which supplement the 
regular Temple services on the Jewish Sabbath, quickly became 
events of community-wide importance, attracting huge audiences of 
both Jews and non-Jews. One of the most civic-minded cities of 

I 
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America, Cleveland responded warmly to Abba Hillel Silver, and for­
ward-looking citizens turned to him for guidance and leadership. His 
unabated popularity has been phenomenal, not merely because he 
managed to remain a "prophet with honor" in his own community 
for so many years, but because he has achieved this without aiming 
at popularity. Never concerned with his professional career as an 
end in itself, he sought no favors and did not tailor his opinions and 
actions to conform to prevailing attitudes. Indeed, his words and 
actions were frequently disturbing to the comfortable and socially 
unconcerned. 

After the First World War, when Cleveland, like so many other 
American cities, fell prey to the Palmer anti-Red hysteria, Rabbi 
Silver took the lead in restoring civic sanity. In 1921 he engaged in 
a running debate with no less formidable an opponent than Newton 
D. Baker, the former Secretary of War in Wilson's cabinet and one­
time Mayor of Cleveland. The issue was the open shop versus the 
closed shop, with Silver arguing vigorously in support of the labor 
unions. He resigned from the Chamber of Commerce, of which Baker 
was then president., But vindicati -1n was not long in coming and 
Cleveland's unions achiev1ed the cl sed sha ,. 

In 1928 he initiated an et?terp is :· pioneering whfoh had 
tremendous effects; It was due to -~ and energy that The 
Temple became the birthplate rif t e 1 1~ • 1 ment insurance move-
ment in Ohio and perhap~ -aJso in the ,. - - "" , States. Eight years of 
unremitting effort on the part of : abbi Silver and his associates re­
sulted in the passage by the Ohio State Legislature of an unemploy­
ment insurance bill which he helped to frame. 

During the depression years he was a militant champion of 
organized labor and an unrelenting foe of the "wreckers" among 
Ohio's industrialists and financiers. With the intensity of a Biblical 
prophet he denounced by name the prominent citizens who qualified 
as "financial jugglers" and "pirates." His zeal stimulated public pro­
tests and reform movements which made decency and social respon• 
sibility prevail. 

The importance and scope of Rabbi Silver's contributions to his 
community may be gathered from the section on Cleveland in John 
Gunther's Inside U.S.A. ( 1947) where he is described as "probably 
its most distinguished citizen." 

All of these works, however, were prologue and preparation for 
the chief task which was still to come. Silver had retained his inti• 
mate association with the Zionist movement from the days of the 
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Dr. Herzl Zion Club. By 1920 he was well known in Zionist circle 
as a brilliant young orator and was invited to address the interna­
tional Zionist conference in London that year, sharing the platform 
with such eminent personalities as Lord Balfour, Lord Cecil, Dr. 
Chaim Weizmann, and Max Nordau. In the rift that developed be­
tween Dr. Weizmann and Louis D. Brandeis, the leader of American 
Zionism, Silver strongly supported Brandeis. The conflict, which wa 
ideological in part, involved the control and administration of philan­
thropic funds raised in the United States for work in Pale tine 
through the efforts of American Zionists. Silver was a loyal member 
of the group headed by Brandeis and Judge Julian W. Mack, and 
when Brandeis and Mack withdrew from leadership of the Zioni t 
Organization of America, he went with them. He return d to active 
service in the movement in the late twenties, accepting Dr. Weiz­
mann's leadership. But his early differences with the head of the 
World Zionist Organization would recur periodically and , at one criti­
cal moment, decisively. 

With the rise of Nazism in Germany, Silver reacted with char­
acteristic militancy .. He was not co tent merely with denunciation of 
Nazi persecutions. Together with a_ nt,ermeyer he organized 
the anti-Nazi boycott i~ the W

1
nite ! 

1 is brought him into 
sharp conflict with those American J ·- a _ ers who objected to 
• provocative" actions which, ther- he d,. • 11 1 or en the plight of the 

~') ;_;i-s-

Jews in Germany. His direr pi:edic io .s ,. b ~ - on a keen awareness of 
the evil forces which had been unl.eas.hed in the world, were borne 
out by subsequent horrors. 

The immediate importance of Palestine became increa ingly 
apparent with the growing acuteness of the Jewish refugee problem. 
Huge sums of money were required for the rescue and rehabilitation 
of the largest possible number of European Jewish refug e -and the 
greij.ter holocaust was still to come. Regarding this task as the olemn 
responsibility of American Jewry, Silver undertook a leading role in 
fund raising, becoming chairman of the United Palestine Appeal in 
1938 and also co-chairman of the United Jewish Appeal. The years 
of his leadership in this sphere were marked by greatly intensified 
activity and by the establishment and attainment of ever higher fund­
raising goals. It is well worth noting that some of the highest peaks 
in the history of American Jewish fund raising were reached under 
the leadership of a Zionist rabbi. It would appear- later organizational 
mythology notwithstanding-that the Zionist label was not a liability 
in the raising of "big money'' and that success£ ul leadership is not 
necessarily confined to successful businessmen. 
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In the midst of his fund-raising efforts Dr. Silver was primarily 
concerned with Zionist statesmanship, rather than mere philanthropy. 
He made the United Palestine Appeal an instrument of education, 
which served to prepare American Jewry for the decisive political 
role that it was to play some years later. He had remained true to the 
Herzlian vision. 

When the Zionist Revolution entered its climactic phase during 
the Second World War, no cause seemed more hopeless than the goal 
of a Jewish State in Palestine. The phenomenal progress of the 
Yishuv, the courageous Jewish community of Palestine, and its sig­
nificant contributions to the war effort were rewarded by the White 
Paper policy barring Jewish refugees from the country. While the 
slaughter of European Jewry was being carried out with methodical 
efficiency by the Nazis, Great Britain left no doubt about her determi­
nation to scuttle her international obligation to assist the develop­
ment of a Jewish National Home. Nevertheless, World Zionist 
diplomacy, based in London, clung resolutely to the hope that the 
partnership with Britain, which had begun so promisingly in 1917 
with the issuance of the, Balfour I eclaration, would be resumed. In 
such circumstances the very idea f n ·- eJ!e . dent Jewish State was 
fading fast from the world of. politi ' • ~J~tllt1, even as this idea be­
came the sustaining ho:p~ -of the e s: , op !e, even as the Yishuv 
was readying itself for. the deeisiv - s _ • - e ')_ ind even as the Zionist 
movement was confronted by a 1, ever~1 ~~r,epeated opportunity to 
place its case high on the internaH nal agenda and to press for Jewish 
statehood as an act of world restitution and justice. 

Only the entry of a powerful new force in support of the Zionist 
cause could avert a political disaster and infuse new strength and 
confidence for the major battles that lay ahead. That force was-had 
to be-the United States of America. The pivotal fact of the political 
struggle for Jewish statehood was that its center was shifting-at first 
slowly, almost imperceptibly, and later with tradtion-shattering veloc­
ity-from London to Washington, as the center of world leadership 
generally was moving to an America which had neither sought nor 
prepared itself for such a role. 

To anticipate this major trend and bring the Zionist cause into 
the mainstream of a historic process, and then to accelerate that proc­
ess to win international approval of a Jewish State-this was the 
challenge to Zionist statesmanship. A new type of leadership, closely 
attuned to the American scene but motivated by classic Zionist con­
cepts, was required. This became the monumental task of Abba Hillel 
Silver. 
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He had perceived the trend even before the beginning of the 
Second World War. A conversation, which took place between Eman­
uel Neumann and himself at the Twenty-first World Zionist Con­
gress, held in 1939 in Geneva under the shadows of impending war 
and the recently issued British White Paper, is highly significant in 
the light of later developments. Neumann urged him to aspire to 
active political leadership of the Zionist movement in America. He 
replied that a world war would surely break out soon, that one of it 
probable results would be a shift of the center of gravity in world 
affairs to America, and that this would be the appropriate moment 
for his entry into the political arena. Neumann, then returning to 
America from a seven-year stay in Palestine, resolved to prepare the 
ground. 

The American Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs, repre­
senting all major parties in the United States, was established in 
New York in 1940. In the three years that followed Neumann strug­
gled to create a foundation for Zionist political action. Hampered by 
the inadequate commitment of Zionist colleagues to such a course, 
as well as by budgetary problems, he nevertheless managed to bring 
about the formation of the Americ n Palestine Committee, number­
ing hundreds of members of both o s - ·Q ngress, cabinet mem­
bers, governors, and many other inttuen1~~J:-mgures in public life. 
Subsequently he also fostered the fo ,,. • n of a special national 
committee of Christian clergy, th C~ Council on Palestine, 
and initiated other important activities in the field of public relation . 
Official contacts between the Zionist movement and the State Depart­
ment in Washington were developed and cultivated. However, Neu­
mann was the first to decry the inadequacy of Zionist efforts against 
the background of slaughter in Europe, perfidy in London, and ilenc 
in Washington. He voiced his protest by resigning his post. The way 
of personal diplomacy had brought Zionist polity to a dead end. The 
old methods of shtadlanut, the approaches to governmental leaders 
by eminent Jews reinforced by nothing more than personal promi­
nence and charm, had been thoroughly discredited. 

The new voice and new approach were sounded on May 2, 1943, 
at the National Conference of the United Palestine Appeal in Phila­
delphia. Dr. Silver unfolded the Jewish people's condition in all its 
shocking reality. Then he took the offensive. He attacked not only 
British policy-criticism of which had been frequently voiced by other 
Zionist orators-but challenged the attitude of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt himself. ( "The tragic problems of the Jewish people 
in the world today cannot be solved by chiefs of government or promi-
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nent officials sending us Rosh Hashanah greetings I") He next sum­
moned the Zionist movement to carry out a program of political 
action, prophetically describing the outcome: 

'We are confident that the inescapable logic of events will in due 
time make Palestine a Jewish State. For a shorter or longer time this 
may be halted or retarded, but the rebirth of Israel as a nation in its 
historic home is as sure to come to pass as God's word never returns 
empty until it has accomplished that for which it was sent. 

"The inescapable logic of events I When all the doors of the 
world will be closed to our people, then the hand of destiny will force 
open the door of Palestine. And that hour is rapidly approaching." 

His assumption of active political leadership was now an inevi­
table-and for his opponents, an unavoidable-development. Dr. Weiz­
mann had suggested it in 1942 during a visit to America. He had 
developed a high appreciation of Silver's talents during the latter's 
1942 visit to war-torn London. But Weizmann's proposal had been 
blocked by some Zionist leaders who feared Silver's militancy and 
resented his none-too-gentle criticism. Now a group of American 
Zionists headed by Neumann e restly requested Silver to head a 
reorganized Emergency Committee I to be called the American 
Zionist Emergency Council •. _nd it ~~fffi -ate an imperishable 
record. 

From August, 1943,, --onward il ~, ·o. aphy and the history 
of Israel's establishment bee me insep ~- aa ~-for any review of the 
momentous years that followed his acceptance of the chairmanship 
of the American Zionist Emergency Council brings into bold relief 
the decisive influence he exercised in determining the character, pol­
icies, and program of Zionism in its most crucial period. 

He made a careful-and, as it turned out, accurate-estimate of 
the many fronts on which he would have to fight. He would have to 
contend with the British and with Arab propaganda ( in those years 
largely a creation of British policy); with the United States Adminis­
tration, headed by the most popular of world leaders, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, and guided by an anti-Zionist State Department; with the 
oil interests and with the confusion-spreading anti-Zionist minority 
in American Jewry-and others as well. His confidence that this array 
of powerful forces could be-and would be-subdued was not moti­
vated by foolhardy courage, though courage he had in full measure. 
It was a combination of iron logic and iron nerve which dictated his 
every action and which he sought to instill in the movement he led. 
Had he not succeeded in this, had the Zionist movement remained 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER-AN APPRECIATION 13 

embedded in conventional methods and attitudes, the outcome would 
surely have been different. Recognizing this at the very outset, he set 
about to transform the whole character of American Zionism-to con­
vert a club of well intentioned and highly motivated, but politically 
passive, Zionist personalities into the nerve center of a revolutionary 
program with a mass following. And since time was short and his 
own temperament rebelled against procrastination and clever ration­
alizations, he was often impatient and "difficult" with those who 
would not or could not meet what he regarded as the clear and unmis­
takable challenge of the hour. 

There was ample evidence that an overwhelming majority of 
American Jewry was prepared to support the full Zionist program. 
The opportunity for an impressive demonstration of this fact was at 
hand at the inaugural gathering of the American Jewish Conference 
in New York in the late summer of 1943. The resolution favoring a 
Jewish Commonwealth was violently opposed by the non-Zionist 
minority and was all but abandoned by prominent Zionist spokes­
men in the name of "unity'' and in return for non-Zionist support of 
unlimited Jewish immigration into Palestine. It was saved by Silver's 
powerful plea to the delegates t - reject such compromises. "If we 
surrender our national and histo ~c e- • Palestine," he warned, 
"and rely solely on the refuge ~h· a- peal, we shall lo e our 
case as well as do_ viofen.ce to the I i {~r~q.f. es of our people." 

The Jewish Commpnw alth esoift~as adopted by a vote of 
502-4. 

American Jewish opinion had been crystallized and confirmed. 
Now the task was to make that opinion a potent force in influencing 
American policy. This was the responsibility of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council which within a year became the most ff ctive 
instrument of public relations and organized action in the history ·Of 

the Zionist movement and probably in the history of American Jewry. 
Indeed, in the melancholy and perhaps exaggerated opinion of some 
targets of the Emergency Council-British Foreign Office spokesmen, 
United States State Department officials, and Arab propagandists- it 
was for a time the most successful activity of its kind on the American 
scene. In its final form it was the handiwork of Dr. Silver-a highly 
efficient and sensitive instrument, completely responsive to his tech­
nique and style. 

A Washington Bureau was established and superbly conducted 
by Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, the many-talented spiritual leader of Toledo, 
Ohio, who had served as Rabbi Silver's close associate at The Temple 
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in Cleveland for many years. An intensive program of education on 
the Palestine problem had to be carried out in Washington. Friends 
were won in Congress and other areas of government. 

The Emergency Councirs policies were hammered out in an 
executive committee composed of representatives of all Zionist par­
ties. This in itself was a formidable task in view of historical differ­
ences in ideology and methodology between the parties and their 
leaders. Inevitably, too, there were clashes of personality which some­
times overshadowed issues; old grudges which intruded into discus­
sions of vital questions and made objective evaluations difficult. 
Nevertheless, this group was the power center of the organized Zion­
ist movement. It had to be held together and made to function effec­
tively-often against the wishes of some of its own members. Silver 
achieved this by a combination of reason and power. In political de­
bate his arguments were usually irrefutable. But this alone would not 
have persuaded the opponents of his militant policy of exerting pres­
sure on the Administration in Washington. His policy had to be 
backed by the force of public opinion. A mobilized mass movement, 
dedicated to the realization of his program, would not only be the 
chief factor in the main struggle for l a Jewl h State, but would prove 
vital on the internal front as w,ell I . nable him to push 
through his policies, anc!_ frustrate tho, • • • ~ pponents who were 
bent on scuttling his.·, program .. [J1 any· ·.~ . . ·s" • hilosophy of Jewish 

,,. ,0 

life determined that tne l~ader mu t :se ), t' ..,_ - obtain his mandate 
from the people. This he did- and. th masses of American Jewry, led 
by the Zionist rank and file, responded with unprecedented enthu­
siasm. It soon became clear to the British Foreign Office, the Ameri­
can State Department, and to the leaders of Zionism in the United 
States and abroad that the overwhelming majority of American Jews 
strongly supported Abba Hillel Silver. 

The Emergency Council's program was carried out by a staff 
personally directed by Silver, and this was a main factor in its suc­
cess-apart from the dedication of its members. Many observers of 
the American Jewish scene have said that never before or since was 
there a staff performance to approximate that of the Emergency 
Council team which functioned from late 1943 through 1948. It was 
not a very large group by present organizational standards, though 
the allegations of its anti-Zionist enemies created the flattering im­
pression of a heavily financed army of propagandists. The anonymity 
of many of its most important members is a deficiency in the recorded 
history of Zionism which will, one day, be corrected. For example, 
the name of Harry L. Shapiro, the devoted and profoundly human 
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executive director of the Emergency Council, surely belongs in any 
record of Israel's emergence. The Silver method excluded any dichot­
omy between the leader and the professional executive. Key execu­
tives of the Emergency Council became his close and loyal friends 
and, when occasion required, fighters for his policies and program. 

The history of the Palestine Resolution which was introduced in 
both Houses of Congress early in 1944 is an object lesson in political 
action within the American democracy. The sponsorship was impres­
sive-in the Senate it was called the Wagner-Taft Resolution; in the 
House, the Wright-Compton Resolution. The primary purpose of the 
bipartisan measure was later explained by Silver in an address to 
the convention of the Zionist Organization of America: "If our cause 
was to be placed on the national and international agenda, if the 
attention of the American people and of the world was ever to be 
drawn forcibly to our problem on the eve of the effective date of the 
White Paper, and if the official silence in Washington was ever to be 
broken, the most effective, perhaps the only way in which it could be 
done, was by producing the discussion of our problem in the world's 
greatest forum of opinion-the Congress of the United States. What 
happens there is news, national a d inte national. In fact, the very 
discussion of a problem before such , m 1s a political event. 

"Our investigation indic ted ev~~~~ 1~1reasonable doubt that 
sentiment among the members o , ~ - -.:.,.:...-:;. ""'i was highly favorable. 
Our nationwide poll, 'taker , by our thre ), '1 , r,ed community contact 
groups all over the country before we introduced the resolutions, 
made it clear that when and if the resolutions came to a vote they 
would pass by very large majorities." 

But the resolutions did not come to a vote. The Administration 
brought about a postponement of action through the intervention of 
the War Department, which argued for delay on military grounds. 
In response to the strong public resentment which this evoked, Presi­
dent Roosevelt, after a meeting with Dr. Silver and Dr. Stephen S. 
Wise, authorized the two Zionist leaders to issue a public statement 
in his name to the effect that ''the American Government has never 
given its approval to the White Paper of 1939 . . . and that when 
future decisions are reached full justice will be done to those who 
seek a Jewish National Home." 

Only later was it learned that immediately after the issuance of 
this and subsequent pro-Zionist pronouncements by the President of 
the United States, the State Department sent reassuring messages to 
Arab governments, advising them that there had actually been no 
change in American policy. 
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Silver refused to let the matter rest with Roosevelt's statement. 
He felt that the President's declaration should not be considered a 
substitute for Congressional action, but a powerful argument for 
speedy passage of the Palestine Resolution. He was, moreover, con­
vinced that the "military" objections to the resolution would be with­
drawn if sufficient public pressure was exerted on the Administration. 
The Emergency Council therefore held a great rally in New York's 
Madison Square Garden-the first of many huge mass demonstrations 
that would take place at critical moments of the struggle. 

Silver then shifted the Zionist political front to Chicago, where 
the national conventions of the Republican and Democratic parties 
were to take place. Intensive efforts by the Zionist representatives at 
the conventions brought about the adoption of unequivocal Jewish 
Commonwealth planks in the platforms of both parties. 

There is a wirespread tendency to write off the platforms of our 
major parties as pronouncements dictated exclusively by expediency, 
designed solely for vote-catching purposes, and therefore not really 
binding on the winning party. If this cynical view has any validity, 
the fault lies chiefly with some of the best elements in American 
society. Their own attitude is what, in the end, determines the seri­
ousness and the binding -ch ante • Q~~~ifffl_P_'.,,~_bi.l<l!eclarations. If they 
choose to regard the platform of ~e 1 • power as a solemn 
commitment and insist on action t r ,,. ·~ - party's pledge, they 
may be astonished to find that platf1 1 rm >e, ~ ighly meaningful. The 
author was one of those engaged in he effort to s,ecure the 1944 pro­
Zionist planks in Chicago and the 1948 pro-Israel planks in Phila­
delphia, and can assure the cynics that they were not lightly or easily 
adopted. Moreover, their subsequent significance on the highest polit­
ical level was unquestionable- simply because the organized Zionist 
movement chose to view them as serious declarations of policy and 
proceeded accordingly. 

The wisdom of Silver's policy of seeking support from both of 
the major parties ( a political truism today, but an unsettling concept 
for some Zionist leaders during the Roosevelt era) was strongly illus­
trated when President Roosevelt was induced to affirm his support of 
the Palestine plank in the Democratic platform. His memorable mes­
sage to the convention of the Zionist Organization of America in 
October, 1944, had been immediately preceded by the pro-Zionist 
declaration of the Republican candidate for the Presidency, Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey. The "military" objections to passage of the Pales­
tine Resolution were removed in a letter from Secretary of War Stim­
son to Senator Robert A. Taft, co-sponsor of the measure, and it was 
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decided that the matter be reopened in Congress. Clearance was 
sought from President Roosevelt and Secretary of State Stettinius; 
but notwithstanding the Democratic Party's declaration and Roose­
velt's own statement, the Administration opposed action. On Decem­
ber 11, 1944, Stettinius appeared personally before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and argued against the Palestine Reso­
lution in the name of the Administration. Such pressure from the 
Executive Branch made it impossible to pass the measure and it was 
tabled by a bare majority. 

Within the American Zionist Emergency Council the situation 
was even more discouraging. When the Administration's opposition was 
encountered, a violent dispute developed. Those Zionist leaders who 
preferred to rely on Roosevelt's promise that he would, at some future 
date, support Zionist aspirations opposed further action which might 
prove embarrassing to the just-reelected President or incur his hos­
tility. Silver, on the other hand, felt that every effort should be made 
to induce the Administration to withdraw its opposition. Unfortu­
nately, the proponents of these two views adopted separate and con­
flicting procedures in Washington. Thus, while Silver was pressing 
for a change in the Administratio_ ''s attit de toward the re olution, 
other Zionist leaden wer'e as _ Ing .. 1 , cials that they would 
not seek action against Roosevelt's IQ-FU~ -':'l'!-t:'lliPl tabling of the resolu-
tion was, in these circumstadces, • , ev~ta d Silver was forced to - ,,.), " 
resign from leadership of he America ~.1 , . ist Emergency Council. 

The heated controversy in e.rican Zionism which followed 
these developments proved to be an essential phase in the political 
education of the movement and of American Jewry. Silver's support­
ers sprang to the defense of his policies. Led by Neumann and organ­
ized by executives of the Emergency Council who had resigned in 
protest following Silver's removal from leadership, they formed the 
American Zionist Policy Committee which conducted a whirlwind 
campaign for the recall of Dr. Silver. In six months of debate between 
the "Silver activists" and the ~wise moderates" the central issue was 
crystallized: "The most effective representation ( to leaders of govern­
ment) in a democracy is through organized public opinion ... 
Zionist leaders who cannot whole-heartedly join in such an effort, or 
who are too entangled in party politics to appraise situations objec­
tively and to follow an independent Zionist line should step aside. 
We have nothing to lose now but our illusions. We have a new life to 
build for our people l" This was the essence of Silver•s challenge. 

It was taken up by the vast majority of American Zionists. After 
President Roosevelt's death and the disclosure of his secret corre-
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spondence with King Ibn Saud, the demand for Silver's return to 
political leadership became ever more insistent. In July, 1945, he was 
recalled to head the American Zionist Emergency Council and shortly 
thereafter he was a]so elected President of the Zionist Organization of 
America. 

The Palestine Resolution was reintroduced in Congress, with Dr. 
Neumann representing the Zionist position in Washington. Opposi­
tion on the part of the State Department under President Truman was 
no less vigorous than it had been under President Roosevelt. But this 
time the Zionist ranks could not be split. After a full debate in the 
Senate, the resolution was overwhelmingly adopted on December 19, 
1945. 

The lessons taught by Dr. Silver during this period were to be 
applied definitively during the next three years. The rank and file, if 
not all Zionist leaders, now understood that a Jewish State could not 
be won by appeals to vague humanitarianism and that the tragic 
plight of European Jewry was not, in itself, a persuasive argument for 
action by the world's leaders. The Zionist case had to be backed by 
political force-and the movement had come to realize that it was not 
without real political bargaining po ,er. It had the increasingly strong: 
and determined Y ishuv in -Palestine - . . • • the growing support 
of American Jewry, the largest j;ew·sh ity in history. Now it 
had, too, the full endorsement of the L _ 1 h- Branch of the United 
States Government and the backing of _), 1 s of non-Jewish Ameri­
can citizens. It could no longer be pi t off' or ignored and would hence­
forth address itself to the Executive Branch with greater confidence 
and far better results. 

Silver's clashes with the Roosevelt Administration had led some 
of his opponents to attribute partisan political motives to his actions. 
In certain instances their own involvement in the affairs of the Dem­
ocratic Party caused them to think in such partisan terms. Silver was 
a Republican, hence bent on embarrassing and defeating Democrats. 
For them it was as simple-and crude-as that. His friendship with his 
fellow-Ohioan, Senator Taft, was, moreover, proof that he was a 
''reactionary" to boot. 

He never bothered to reply to these insinuations. He was disdain­
ful of labels like "liberal" and "reactionary." In Ohio he had supported 
both Democrats and Republicans for high public office, always seeking 
the better man. In national affairs he had strongly supported the New 
Deal during Roosevelt's first two terms. He had opposed a third term 
for Roosevelt and had announced his support of Wendell Willkie 
(whom many liberals belatedly recognized as one of their own). He 
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had awakened Robert A. Taft's interest in the Zionist cause early in 
the latter's political career and had carefully nurtured the Senator' 
Zionist sympathies which, in the end, became a powerful factor in 
determining the course of American policy on Israel. As for his polit­
ical views, he was quite content to let the record speak for itself. A 
review of that record-of the positions he has taken on both national 
and international issues-makes it clear that neither of our great 
political parties fully encompasses his political and social philosophy. 
If there were those who preferred to regard his program of political 
action as pro-Republican in purpose, he merely shrugged and went 
on with his work. His attitude proved advantageous to the Zioni t 
cause during the Roosevelt and Truman Administrations, in view of 
their concern about the way in which "that Republican rabbi" might 
exploit the shortcomings of their Palestine policies. 

Silver's initial assessment of President Truman was hop ful 
where Zionist aspirations were concerned. As a good Mi ourian the 
new President would "have to be shown." He would have to b on­
vinced that American public opinion truly supported the establi h­
ment of a Jewish State, but once so convinced he would move forward . 
This analysis proved to be amazi gl cor ect-though it was Sil er· 
sometimes unpleasant put.y t,o ,crea .. · • d of public pr ure-
which, while serving to persuade th(e t, also irritat d him. 
Such a relationship may not cement 'po/ al friendships, but it can 
make for good politics, American style.¾, - 11:is instance, it help d to 
bring about the establishment of t e State of Israel. 

Silver was not similarly hopeful about the new Labor Govern­
ment which had come to power in Britain at war's end. He urged 
restraint and a wait-and-see attitude on his Zionist colleagues, some 
of whom were prepared for dancing in the streets in view of the 
Labor Party's official position on Palestine-a policy declaration that 
was more "maximal" than the World Zionist program. The rude awak­
ening was not long in coming. The White Paper policy was to be 
continued, and by one who would prove to be a bitter and vengeful 
foe-Ernest Bevin. 

In August, 1945, President Truman sent his famous letter to 
Prime Minister Attlee requesting that 100,000 certificates be granted 
for the immigration of Jews into Palestine. The British Government 
countered with the suggestion that an Anglo-American Committee of 
Inquiry be set up to investigate the position of the Jews of Europe, as 
well as the situation in Palestine. Silver refused to cooperate with the 
Committee, correctly appraising it as a delaying device and an excuse 
for inaction. 
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The Anglo-American Committee completed its report at the end 
of April, 1946. Silver immediately initiated representations in Wash­
ington, and President Truman, in releasing the text of the report, 
issued a statement which drew an important distinction between the 
positive recommendation that 100,000 homeless Jews be transferred 
to Palestine immediately, and the long-term recommendations which 
were opposed to Zionist aspirations. 

However, there was no action on the 100,000 certificates. In­
stead, a Cabinet Committee was appointed on June 11, 1946. The 
product of the discussions between the deputy members of this com­
mittee and a corresponding British group was the "Morrison-Grady 
Report," which was actually Foreign Secretary Bevin's favorite scheme 
for the federalization of Palestine. This plan would have put an end 
to the idea of an independent Jewish State. Silver called for the full 
mobilization of American Jewry against it and, under pressure of an 
aroused and indignant public opinion, President Truman was per­
suaded to reject it. Bevin's fury against the "New York Jews" and the 
rabbi who led them was echoed in large sections of the British press 
which sought, without success, to discredit Dr. Silver. 

Meanwhile, a carefully designe trap was being laid. With their 
guns pointing at the heart of tpe' Yi h . , t r;l' tish were projecting 
a round-table conference with the Je s . abs. It was reported 
that the British would be willing to en _~r • ~ roposal for the par­
tition of Palestine if such a pr posal er "'>- tQ

0

., anate from the Jewish 

Agency. The Executive of die Jewish Agency, meeting in Paris in 

August, 1946, responded that "it is prepared to discuss a proposal for 
the establishment of a viable Jewish State in an adequate area of 
Palestine." Silver, who had not been present at the Paris meeting, 
denounced this action as an enormous tactical blunder, declaring: 
"If it is true that the present Government of Great Britain is unwilling 
to grant us statehood in even part of Palestine, and the record of the 
present British Government is very clear on this subject, what point 
is there in making one grand gesture of renunciation after another 
and in publicly proclaiming our readiness for supreme sacrifices when 
our gestures are disdained and our sacrifices are contemned r> 

He demanded a reaffirmation of the Biltmore Program calling for 
the reconstitution of all of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth, add­
ing: "When proposals will be made to us by governments, which we 
will find truly reasonable and which will meet our fundamental needs 
and satisfy our national aspirations and our sense of justice, the 
whole movement will be prepared, I am sure, to give them every seri­
ous consideration .... Sound and just proposals are bound to be 
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made to us sooner or later if we do not lose our nerve and our per­
spective." He resigned from the Jewish Agency Executive, determined 
to bring about a decisive disavowal of its action at the World Zionist 
Congress. 

The fateful Twenty-second World Zionist Congress- the fir t 
since the beginning of the war in 1939-opened at Basle, Switzerland, 
on December 9, 1946. It was to make one of the most momentous 
decisions in modern Jewish history. The underlying issue was clear 
from the very outset: would the Zionist movement persist in its efforts 
to achieve its goals through Great Britain, or would the Congress ter­
minate a relationship which had become tragically unhappy and 
which foretold political disaster for the movement? The tin s were 
drawn on the specific question of the London conference announced 
by the British Government for January, 194 7, with the participation 
of representatives of the Arab states and of the Jewish Agency. Was 
the Jewish Agency to go to London in order to propose partition as its 
solution of the Palestine question, or would the Congress reaffirm the 
Biltmore Program? 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Pr,esident of the Jewish Agency and of the 
World Zionist Organization, was e hat' all · in favor of participa-:­
tion in the London ,confierenc 

1
0n tJh : the partition proposal 

which the Jewish Agency Executi e -""4':'~~ 1~ ·~ orward the preceding 
summer-and he made it clear .that is { , ',( adership of the World 
Zionist Organization depen8ecl 9n het ·._ '(\*_ e Congress would sup­
port his stand. Dr. Silver was the c ief spokesman against the course 
of action proposed by Dr. Weizmann. Declaring that it was bad tac­
tics for Zionists to have proposed partition, he categorically opposed 
any proposal which would establish partition as the maximal Zionist 
position in international discussions of Palestine's future. He con­
tended that this would inevitably result in the further whittling down 
of Jewish rights in order to arrive at a new compromise solution. 
Underlying his position was the confident expectation that a reason­
able partition proposal would be offered to the Zionists ( as indeed it 
was in 1947 by the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine) 
if only the movement would stand firm. 

In the final vote, a winning bloc, extending from left to right, 
upheld Dr. Silver's position. 

Another major issue at the Congress was the Jewish resistance 
movement in Palestine. On this question, too, there was a sharp differ­
ence between Weizmann and Silver. Weizmann deprecated physical 
resistance to the British regime in Palestine and deplored "the heroics 
of suicidal violence" on the part of Jewish youth. He urged instead 
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"the courage of endurance, the heroism of superhuman restraint.'' 
Silver, on the other hand, hailed the resistance movement as one of 
the chief factors in the creation of a Jewish State and pledged his 
help to it. 

Soon after the Congress a frustrated British Government, in its 
meetings with Zionist leaders, revealed the plan for Palestine which 
it had hoped would emerge as a compromise between the White 
Paper policy and a Jewish Agency partition formula. The British solu­
tion turned out to be an inferior edition of the Morrison-Grady fed­
eralization plan. The soundness of the ''Silver line" which the Congress 
had adopted was further demonstrated when Bevin, having been 
defeated in his attempts to impose a Palestine solution unilaterally, 
had no alternative but to announce that the British Government would 
refer the Palestine question to the United Nations-though some Zion­
ists were alarmed by the British move. Many observers anticipated 
that the Jews would suffer a crushing defeat in the United Nations; 
not without reason, for the balance of forces did not, in the begin­
ning, seem to favor the Zionist cause. 

As head of the newly established American Section of the Jewish 
Agency, Dr. Silver was now charged with f e enormous responsibility 
of directing the preparation and pr s _ .~. 0 the Jewish case be-
fore the United Nations. He pToyed o • skilled in the arts of 
diplomacy than in the techniques of p U ion. He and his col-,,. 
leagues sought and w<:>n the unders1 an , '·r d, ultimately, the sup-
port of members of widely divergen · blocs.and groupings of nations. 

Two years earlier he had boldly declared that the Zionist move­
ment should seek support not only in Britain and the United States, 
but from the nations of the world generally-including the Soviet 
Union. This struck many as incredibly nai'.ve, in view of the Soviet 
Union's consistent record of violent hostility to Zionism. Others ap­
plied stronger epithets to his proposal, though finding it difficult to 
reconcile "radical" with "reactionary." The appropriate word, of course, 
should have been "statesmanlike," as was shown when the Soviet 
Union-motivated by self-interest, to be sure-supported the estab­
lishment of a Jewish State in the United Nations debate. 

Convinced that the results of the United Nations deliberations 
would depend largely on the position that would be taken by the 
United States, Silver once again mobilized American Jewry and the 
non-Jewish supporters of the Zionist cause. The case for a Jewish 
State became a burning issue throughout America. 

On April 28, 1947, the United Nations General Assembly opened 
its first session on Palestine. After prolonged debate an invitation to 
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present its case was extended to the Jewish Agency. On May 8th a 
unique event took place. A spokesman of the Jewish people sat in a 
council chamber together with the official representatives of the 
nations of the world and formally voiced the demands of his people 
for national recognition and for the right to reestablish a national 
state in their ancestral home. It was a moment rich in drama and in 
historic significance. Dr. Silver's persuasive address, as well as his 
subsequent appearances before the United Nations, brought a new 
sense of pride and dignity to Jews the wor Id over. 

Silver's strategy proved to be decisive in the achievement of the 
United Nations Partition Resolution. During the last nerve-wracking 
days of the General Assembly's session it was by no means certain 
that the necessary two-thirds majority would be obtained for the reso­
lution. The outcome depended entirely on whether the United States 
would use its great influence with the nations which normally follow 
its lead and urge them to vote in favor of the plan. Some representa­
tives of the State Department were not at all helpful. As the time for 
the vote approached, the issue was very much in doubt. A last-minute 
respite was afforded by the Thanksgiving holiday, and during those 
critical twenty-four hours the Jewth Agency delegation exerted the 
most strenuous efforts to ave,rt --tleflea- . •. Vi ~ oshe Shertok ( Sha­
rett), Neumann, and all their collea u~Oftlme~1ewish Agency Ex cu­
tive were indefatigable; as were th , • · %- of' the Jewish Agency 
staff, including Abba Eban Eliahu Eps~ ,'lath), Moshe Toff, to 
name only a few. The cooperation of' many other Jewish leaders and 
friends of the cause was quickly enlisted. The results of this con­
certed effort were discernible when the United States delegation 
warmly urged other nations to follow its lead in support of the parti­
tion plan. On November 29, 1947, by a vote of 33-13, the General 
Assembly gave international sanction to the establishment of a Jewish 
State. 

In a moving description of that memorable day, Neumann 
writes : "One by one we left the hall and drifted into the lobby. We 
were all overcome by emotion. I glanced at Silver and saw what I had 
never seen before-he wept." 

While a Jewish State had been voted by the United Nations, it 
was far from established. The British now devised a series of schemes 
to frustrate the will of the United Nations and upset its decision. By 
systematically disarming the Jews and arming the Arabs, they antici­
pated that the Jewish State would be unable to defend itself against 
the Arab onslaught and that, consequently, British forces would be 
in a position again to take over control in Palestine. In order to carry 
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out this p]an the British Government had to ensure that the United 
Nations Security Council would do nothing to halt the Arabs, attacks 
or to implement the Partition Resolution. However, the British mis­
calculated two vital factors. They underestimated the determination 
of the Yishuv to stand firm even against the most discouraging odds, 
and they believed that, in cooperation with their friends in the United 
States Department of State, they would be able to win-and hold­
American support. 

For a time they were remarkably successful. A shocking reversal 
of United States policy took place on March 19, 1948. The American 
Government argued in favor of an international trusteeship over Pal­
estine in place of partition. For almost two months the United States 
delegation worked to reverse the November 29th decision and to sub­
stitute its trusteeship plan. During this period Silver devoted himself 
chiefly to the activities of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
which gave massive expression to public indignation over the Admin­
istration's reversal. On April 4, 1948, an estimated 50,000 Jewish 
war veterans paraded down New York's Fifth Avenue in protest 
against the State Department's bet ayal, while 250,000 demonstra­
tors denounced the Administratio _ t a airy in Madison Square 
Park. 

Silver and his colleagues co,nd . ct ~ ltaneous offensive in 
the United Nations against the Uni ed ~ t ·usteeship scheme. In 
the Security Council and in the Politica ·,. · -+ mittee of the General 
Assembly he presented effective re _tations of the arguments which 
had been employed to justify the United States proposal. 

The Jewish Agency's representatives had succeeded in defeating 
every attempt of the British and American delegates to bring about 
a repudiation of the Partition Resolution. As the May 15th deadline 
for the proclamation of the Jewish State approached, representatives 
of the State Department tried a last-minute gambit to avert the proc­
lamation. They sought to engage the Jewish Agency in a round-table 
conference and proposed a temporary trusteeship arrangement. 
They implied that this proposal was supported by the President and 
coupled the offer with threats of dire consequences if it were rejected. 
Some Jewish leaders-including men who were soon to become high 
dignitaries of the new Government of Israel and of the World Zion­
ist Organization-were ensnared by this maneuver and were prepared 
to accept the State Department's plan. They had been persuaded that 
the alternative might be the physical destruction of the Yishuv. Silver, 
however, insisted that the sole purpose of the proposal was to post­
pone indefinitely the establishment of the Jewish State. He believed 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER-AN APPRECI TION 25 

that David Ben-Gurion was determined to proceed with the proclam a­
tion and, moreover, that only the Jews of Palestine could make the 
final decision, since it would have to be und rwritten with th ir blood. 
All that he and his colleagues could do was to offer a political judg­
ment, leaving the ultimate decision up to the Yi huv. At the ame 
time, Silver felt, the action that would be taken by the American Sec .. 
tion of the Jewish Agency could either fortify Ben-Gurion's position 
or weaken it. This was, therefore, the most crucial action ever to be 
taken by the American Section. Fortunat ly, a bare major·ty voted 
with Silver to inform Ben-Gurion that they had reject d th Stat 
Department's off er. 

On May 14, 1948, the State of I rael was proclaimed, and the 
President of the United States announced de facto recognition- even 
as American delegates to the United Nations w r still bu ily eng ged 
in trying to block the establishment of the State. 

On that day too, Abba Hillel Silver, in the la t of his app ar­
ances before the United Nations, said: "At t n o'clock thi morning 
the Jewish State was proclaimed in Palestine. . . . Thu , there ha 
been consummated the ag,e-old dream of l rael t,o be ree tabli bed a 
a free and independent _ eople in it ancie t homeland. 

"The Jewish State ie,, ~at~ful o t . ,' cl Nation for having 
placed the stamp of its approvaf an t,e~;ttql.ffi~--p,f the approval of the 
world community, u-pon th~ hi t011c ~I f l rael and for th 

,,.. ,0 

efforts which it mad,e in ihe face o opp),, _ _1 to achieve that which 
the Jewish people have accompli he . The Jewish State, ins ttin out 
upon its career, is conscious of the many grave pro bl ms, for een 
or unanticipated, which confront it. It prayerfully appeal , therefore 
to all freedom-loving peoples, and e pecially to tho who gave th ir 
fullest endorsement to the establishm nt of the Jewi h State a f w 
months ago, to give a full m asure of their support and of th ir 
strengthening to this newest republic established by this, the most 
anciev.t of peoples. The Jewish State will trive to be worthy of the 
confidence which has been placed in it by the nations of the world, 
and will endeavor to realize, a far a it i humanly po ibl , tho 
proph tic id a of ju tice, broth rhood, peac and democracy which 
were first proclaimed by the people of I rael in that very land." 

He had completed his greatest work. 

The leaders of the new Government of Israel lo t no time in 
showing their appr ciation. There is irony-and, for the Zioni t move­
ment, tragedy-in the fact that almost immediately after he had 
achieved this triumph, Dr. Silver was compelled to resign from lead-
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ership of the movement. The internal conflict which precipitated his 
resignation was presumably over the management of fund raising for 
Israel in the United States. It is now generally understood that this 
was a false issue, and that the real question was the negative attitude 
of Israel's leaders toward the post-State Zionist movement. Silver's 
philosophy of Zionism-all-encompassing in its view of Jewish history 
and the Jewish people in their entirety-could never be reconciled 
with Ben-Gurion's negation of all Zionist activity that is not Israel­
centered or State-based. 

Realizing that a prolonged controversy with the Government of 
Israel on the question of the funds could destroy the campaign of the 
United Jewish Appeal, which was indispensable for Israel's survival, 
Silver preferred to resign his chairmanship of the American Section 
of the Jewish Agency. The underlying issues of that conflict are, thir­
teen years later, still being debated. Validation of Silver's position has 
been amply provided, particularly by those Zionist leaders who had 
opposed and succeeded him in 1949, but who adopted his views when 
they were confronted by Ben-Gurion's unabated ideological warfare 
against the movement. 

Silver's withdrawal. .ham. ctiv ionist le .. dership did not, of 
course, affect his profound commit e ~ , ] ae 's growth and devel­
opment. His frequent, though for the ,m1,s-t;:-;n:1tTtl unpublicized, inter­
ventions in Washington at £rucial o ~ J rael's recent history; 
his distinguished services .as Chairman >,. , e . Board of Governors 
of the Israel Bond organization, and specially his incisive analyses of 
major political developments-these have kept him at the center of 
affairs. For the masses of American Jewry he is the living symbol 
of their own greatest moment. 

Once again he found time for scholarship and for writing. His 
Where Judaism Differed appeared in 1956. It is an extraordinary 
blending of painstaking research with a strong reaffirmation of Juda­
ism's distinctiveness and of its rational character. Existentialist fad­
dists or those interested in jet flights to salvation will derive no 
comfort from this book, but it has all the qualities of a permanent 
contribution to the literature on Judaism. 

Moses and the Original Torah ( 1961) is a scholarly quest for the 
pure faith of Moses imbedded in the Pentateuch. Rabbi Silver finds 
the classic impulses of Judaism in that original Torah and in the 
moral revolution wrought by Moses, "throneless monarch of a spirit­
ual kingdom." 

That he himself has been motivated by these same impulses and 
by the prophetic tradition is manifestly clear from his life and work. 
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The public image of Dr. Silver differs considerably from the man. 
His overpowering personality on the platform, his forcefulness in 
debate, and his fighting spirit have obscured other qualities. The first 
word that comes to mind is simplicity-a directness of approach, a 
quick arrival at the heart of the matter-a quality which one tends to 
associate with great artists. With friends he is hearty and warm. His 
enjoyment of life is huge and without ambivalence. 

Abba Hillel Silver, Jewish statesman, taught a generation and 
trained it for the privilege of experiencing Israel's rebirth. He poured 
his gifts-his very soul-into this generation, and it became strong and 
proud. He has ennobled his time. 

WRIIS 

m 



RABB I DAN I EL JEREMY SILVER 
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CLEVELAND 6, HIO 

DEAR JANIEL : 

ANT YOU TO KNOW THAT AM PROUD T 
ARTISTS, MRS . BETTY SOM ERMAN, IS 
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FOR YOUR FATHER, ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

ENCLOSED YOU ILL Fl 
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ALBERT L. PLOTKIN, M.H.L. 
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Mr. Meyers. ntz 
302 JODea raw Building 
P1 ttaburgh, Pemiaylvam.a 

Dear • Ml.nt&: 

I want to tlvUJk 10'1 -ror sending along the photograpis 
~ my father. 'Ibey are deepl;y appreciated., and will 
be added to our ArcbJ.vea. 

urs, 

DANIEL 

D.TS:lg 
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P.O.B. 583 
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Dear Dr. Goldstein: 
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10U del1V9l'ed ~o 
December 29th. I 
We are mald.ng 
they vill be p 
Library wbich 

DJS:lg 

January 9, 19611, 
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you tor it. 

1tai~-li.,uiii&t?1 ala, and 
;Mel~ and 

Temple 

DANIEL JEREMY SILVER 
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~will be 
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__ __ .... --..:""·· ot the 
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ot tr1 butea, 

I hope that the new yeaJ" will be one~ health tor 
you and tor yours. 

Cordial.]J yours, 

!EL.JERE: ILY.Em 

DJS:]& 
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13, King Iavid Street 
JC"U.Ml-, I era.el 
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appxieciated. ' JiM,aMni - =n-- ,,,.....llg\alltl,V, and 
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DANIEL JERPl« SIDI 
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Rabbi braham B. Eckstein 
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Dear Rabbi Eckatein: 
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Dr. I. Sternberg 
3312 Idaho Avenue South 

nnee.polia, Mlnneeota 55426 

Dear Dr. Sternberg: 

Mr. J •. Ulmer baa forwarded to• the love~ letter 
vhich you vrot him o e f'ather'a 
dee.th. I am _,_.,.::=-ure in hie 
vritinga, e d -~ -..-~"'!--~ parate 
cover a cop ..__.. e ot 
llarvest, ,, vb1 lli\nt"~"P 8 aeventieth 
birthdq a nd the 
o.rticles interesting, an I trust you will enJo the 
selection which we mad of' hie eermona. 

~ I hope that the nev year will bring you health 
and a .tull BR.illll.8ure of' happine • 

Sine rely youn, 

DANIEL JDllMI SILVER 

D1S:}a 
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Dece~ber 27, 1963 

Dr. I. Sternberg 
3312 Idaho Avenue South 
Minneapolis. Minnesota 55426 

lly Dear Good Friend: 

From your lettc~ of Decenber 21, 1963 it 
would seem that you are ~o-:in8 a little progress 
health wise and I hope ~lso th~t your wife is feelin3 
better. I know thnt yo are under severe handicap and 
it is difficult, one must always have courage and you 
have a great deal of that. 

You ask µe wh~t~ork ffl~ ~ ~ - the Departuent 
of oo.lth, Education and Wcl ..-.v~ L-...,~ ~sently am a 
oeuber of a committee ;J. -:he ' b ·----='-•~ th Service tnder 
the l~a tional Ins ti t\ltes e:f H nl 1 .... - .. ,,, •• _,.. is a sort of an 
nbrella committee., cron-<"· d to c ';;V - ~ of the nine 

institutes of health ho!> th t cuc 11 nstitute standing on 
its ovn c~nnot do. Fo: cxan~le, evc~y institute under 
!I.I.I:.. at times needs a · m~ls f or rccec.rch nnd most of 
the institutes such as c _ncer, b-in~ncoG, hc:lrt and ny 
others re uire a total of til ions o! uninnlo per ycru:. 
It ia very difficult to ~ind in the open mru.·ket nni.....:lls 
of pure stain. r.he c :.:::.:ittoe of ; ich I an pled~ d to 
be a oember is inter stc~ in r vidin~ the f . nds in order 
to build facil • ties \71ic~i :il raise l'"osoarch anima s of 
pure strnin and fur is ~ to verious institutes that 
require same for resc~rc pur ~cs. 

Another good ::~nple is that it costs millions 
of dollars to h~ve I. · . ,.,,, . co .putors ·which today help greatly 
in advo.ncing kno~ledge n~ in doing things mechanically# 
accurately an uic!tly w~ ich ho.snot been pocsible to d9 by 
using anpower alone. Let us say that it tn~es three llillion 
dollars to install a co~~utor in a ccrt~in district. Our 
committee provides this o ey to have an I.B.ll. computor 
installed and make same available to a group of medical 

I \ 
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sch"".:)_s and other rcsoc.:i... :.. cstn.b i~ .. :.....,_ ts w ic ru.·~ con­
... _!r t!.lly nt wor..t in tl o ~i ld f •• sc~ch to l elp .,,.i_ ~ 

tue ;:mc\70~ un!"U0\7ll to scic:c.ce to the vru.•ious proo lr.r: of 
t 1e • senses Vlhich lay uok 10.1. 

This co~Jittc~ i□ u~ er then le dirccti of 
D~. !'rod Stone., \'J:.l ::i I h i~ve kno".·~:ra -n.~J .10:-!~cd '7i~ s.:.1 cc 
1950. Dr. Stone i~ ~ a~ _c PhD., -s l::i. :n.1 to ov..,-z-y t::;dicn_ 
sc'" ol,. hospital nn r c.Jon~che_ tm" z 1out ·ho Un· tc 1 Stat o 
~din many places of tho ~or d. ~ciao~ of tl 

ir~cto1 .. s of tho ·rntio:10. Insti tutcs of ~:)al th :1_ 

~l~ays in a~ u~selfish., a voted uny to u·v~llce tac v~?io~o 
c~u~cs having to do u·th ~sic re~e"_ch., clinical rcccar h 
~nd the application of tho results of suet rcsc~ch to the 
hospitals and the .nt·c_tn nho cons for cur0. 

Ul tinately, t-! end l)ur: ~e Oj; al _ e~cn1'"c" is to 
cl~ sic~ mon get v. ell c.. .. :. o prevent, t roi:zh cso=.r., '1., 

.. oplc gettine sic • r:,his \'Till wivo y,-:u r- ~cncral .:. 'Ga of 

.!-he o:Zf rts of tho co:l:li t·'-cc u' ich ! sc1·vc. I nr;i the 
laa...,t of those able -c et :: _r.:,ort!lnt cc.use. 
~ wever., I have a ~oic ~~.~2::f,!! i~s p~oulc~ :md 

.:u a pr~ctical w ..... y try to d ---:-.,,-;..-;~--;..c..a,
1 

.... o......Jl cc .. 1 to :::. J. v~_.c..., tie 
70l· .. ~ o:.Z the co~· ... .i ..,cee. ! h ,. 

7
~! ., bo _:n:~c:.--. .=:.:;tcc. 

• n h~vi 3 a lis o tho ... · ~ -., • ~P~cscntly cz:.''.Jor..... o:Z 
the :! -~io_nl A viso:ry -· ..o_ s Cclli.-:ii ttcc o~ t c • 

i 
,, . 

a.::fil.:~.-·•ion. I tr :it • ~ .. t .::, o .. , <iiat:t.on in pnrt c.t en.at 
r. ~y ..... :nc\1er your ucct • c:;1 . c:..j y t .. e ·..-o:r~ .... d Dpo:1 1 all of 
t t·oe that is nccos~~Y to ~-vance its purposes an ope 
that progress ry reo t. 

In elad to· otc thD.t yo n.ve ~uch a hi~h rc~o:d 
2or our late good fric·d, ~w • i A i a ~.: lcl Silver. e ,n~ 
indoe a t· n · rft 1 m"" _ .:::o ca -;..• ca ell of the p .. niso that 
c~e to hio i his li ~ot.:.:-:.o n:t:,,.."' ccr .. • i ly now that he i~ eo e. 
Sch e~ resoion oi yours 1it rocpcc~ to him is w-11 said 

nd truly deserved. 

I need not !;:ti ro:"o~t, !::cep n stiff upper chin, 
1:eep plug~ing a.,_·,ay. I o:,v t nt t. .r w Year will bring you 
bettor days health wi~e othorwioe. 

As always your god friend, I am 

Sincerely., 

J. 14. Ulmer 

,. 




