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PRIVATE ·-

Field-harshal The Right Hon. J.C. Smuts, P.O., 
t inistry of Justice 
!alace of Justice, 
PFETQRIA. 

August 15, 1941 

I returned from the United States just over a week ago, and fe el that I must 
write to you at once with regard to the situation which I find on my returh. 
I shall try to be a.s brief a.s I cc.n, but even so I am afraid this may nrove 
a rB.ther lengthy letter, and I must ask your indulgence. 

Political developments have recently been moving rapidly in the Middle East. 
On the eve of the Allied onerati0ns there, Syria and the Lebanon were promised 
indenendence by the British Government and the leader of the Free French 
Forces. Later, General Catroux announced that this promise would be implemen­
ted immediately on the completion of the occu~1ation of Syria. Mr. Eden, in 
his speech on May 29th (later wblished as a \;hite Fa.per - Command 6289-
and thus given the weight of a statement of policy) promised the Arabs a great­
er decree of independence and unity, and His Majesty's Government's "full 
sun·oort to any scheme (for such unity) ,.,_rhich commands general approval. 11 

Mr. Lyttelton has been sent to Cairo as a member of the War Cabinet, and will 
nresumably, apart from co-ordinating and concentrating the economic side of 
the war effort in the 1{iddle East, also deal with political and diplomatic 
problems. The press renorts conferences in Cairo between the various Arab 
States, and the discussion of plans for an Arab Federation. It thus seems 
that the shaping of the political defltinies of the Middle East is not to await 
the end of the war, but is already the subject of discussions which may later 
prove to be decisive. 

Palestine lies in the very heart of the Middle East. It is the most vital 
interest of the Jewish people. Yet so far the Jewish people, and its inter­
nationally recognized representative, the Jewish Agency for Palestine, have 
neither been consulted nor mentioned. In Mr. Eden's speech there is not a 
word about the special position of Pales tine or the rights and interests of 
the Jewish peonle in Palestine. It is true that we have been informed by the 
Colonial Secretary that the words "general a.p,roval" in the ryassage from the 
soeech quoted above were intended to cover also the rights of t.he Jews ,..,ith 
raga.rd to Palestine. This assurance, welcome as it is, cannot be regurded as 
a satisfactory answer to our misgivings. The fact remains that it ,..,as not 
thought necessary to consult the Jewish Agency on the subject of Palestine 
before Mr. Edents announcement, and thnt even afterwards, the assurance given 
orally was only elicited bp an enquiry from the Jewish Agency. It would be 
import~nt to know whether the Arabs have been informed of this connooation of 
the worde "general approval". Remembering how the MacMahon correspondence, 
and the Hogarth Declaration (first brought to light in 1959) were exploited 
by the Arabs, and even by a British Government, in order to explain away the 
internretation of the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate accepted by the 
League of Nations, and by His Majesty's Government itself, for nearly twenty 
years, 1-·e are naturally apprehensive of similar difficulties which may arise 
in the future through the lack of clarity of Mr. Eden's speech. 

This complete neglect of the Jewish people as an active factor in the Middle 
East fits into the policy followed in regard to our affairs since the outbreak 
of the war. The White Paper of 1939 and the Land Transfer Regulations of 
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M~rch, 1940, were forced through Parliament against the better judgment of 
the o"nonents of appeasement. But even after appeasement rut! been drooped as 
a gl~neral policy, it survive in regard to Pale st ine . It would not, I feel, 
have been unreasonable to expect a lenient interpretation of existing lawsl 
11,ithin the frame",ork of the law, the Palestine Administration could have done 
much to alleviate the sufferings of the Jewish peo le, and to ooen to the 
Je"s, in Palestine and elsewhere, every avenue to full cooperation in the 
war effort of the Allies. Unfortunately a very different policy was a(iOT)ted. 

The Jews in Palestine were systematically prevented from taking their full 
share in the common struggle against Nazism. The most restrictive interpre­
tation was nlaced on the immigration clauses of the White Paper, till order to 
reduce legal il4migration to a minimum, and for the first time, mass deporta­
tion, accompanied by ill-treatment, was applied to "illege.l" immigrants. The 
half-yearly immigration quotas were withheld in October 1940 and May 1941, and 
even the issue of 100 immigration certificates for leading Zionist workers 
from Greece was refused on the ground that it was impossible to seve all the 
75,000 Jews from Greece. But for this rigid immigration policy, many thou­
sands of Jews from countries under Nazi occupation would by now have been in 
Pale stine. Many valuable lives would thus have been saved to work or fight 
on the Allied side, insteod of rotting in concentration camps or slaving for 
the Nazi war effort. 

Our endeavors to obtain the consent of the British Government to the creation 
of a Jewish Fighting Force have so far produced no concrete results. Some 
four months ago the plan seemed near to realization, but was shelved for 
political reasons. We are trying to revive it now. In Palestine, under the 
spur of :iJnmediate danger, some steps have been taken to organize Jewish home 
defense, but only about 9000 Jews have been admitted to service in the Army, 
though tens of thousands are eager to enlist. All they ask is to serve in 
Jewish units, so that the national identity of the people first singled out 
by Hitler for hatred and persecution should not be submerged. They want to 
serve under their national nag. It is the oride of Jews the orld over that 
Jewish soldiers have won praise from their British commanders for their con­
duct in Libya, Greece, Abyssinia, and Syria; it is their sorro ,, that the way 
to full participation in the historic struggle on which the fate of our peoDle 
depends is not yet opened to all of them. 

This atmosphere of organized silence and camounage, even on the nart of their 
friends, is too rarely broken. The aufferings of the Jews, like their deeds 
in the war, are seldom mentioned directly. They are made to feel that the 
very mention of the word "Jew" may compromise the cause. The reasons for this 
silence are not far to seek. There is an unwillingness to be identified with 
the Jews, for fear of Goebbels' slogans "This is a Jewish war". There is the 
desire not to incur obligations to the Jews by accenting, openly and unre­
servedly, their collective help in the war. There is the fear of doing any­
thing which might be used by the Axis for oropaganda amongst the Arabs. And 
this last fear is being exploited by those whose chief concern, even at this 
moment, seems Sjill to be to safeguard at all coats the -.hite Paper policy. 

Developments in the Middle East have been utilized by the Arab leaders to 
achieve a very advantageous positions when loyal they have to be rewarded; 
when rebellious they have to be placated, and it ,,,ould be tactless to mention 
the case or the rights of the Jews. This is a situ tion in hich the Jewish 
people and their leaders oannot acquiesce. 
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When victory is won the Jewish problem will not have disappeared. Those then 
responsible for shaping the future will have to face that problem with courage 
and determination, and to find for it a definite and radical solution. At 
present there are about eight million Jews - one-half of the Jewish people -
under Nazi domination, and their ph7sical destruction is proceeding at a pace 
which it is difficult to estimate. How many of them will survive will depend 
on the lengtp of the war, but it is clear that some millions of Jews, stripood 
of their all, and uprooted from their former habitations, will have to try to 
remake their lives in the new world which will emerge after the war. It is 
difficult to see a newly-reconstructed Poland or Czechoslovakia prepared to 
absorb Jewish 4inorities to the same extent as before this war - indeed, indi­
cations to this effect are already apparent. I think it is a not unreasonable 
estimate to say that not more than half of the former Jewish communities of 
these, and other, countries will be able to re-establish themselves there after 
the war. There will thus be some three or four millions of homeless Jews, 
pauperised and tortured into desperation, to be oared for by someone. Primarily 
the responsibility will fall on the Jewish community of ~merica, and on those 
few smaller communities which may still survive intact. But it is obvious that 
a problem of such magnitude cannot be solved unless aid is given by England and 
America. I can see nothing practical emerging from all the neo-territorialist 
projects which have been discussed, and even from the purely refuge point of 
view~ Palestine is the only country capable of absorbing masses of immigrants 
within a reasonable time, provided only that the necessary political. conditions 
are established. 

British statesmanship is right in thinking ahead, and trying to hammer out, in 
close consultation with those primarily concerned, definite plans for the 
future. But all concerned must be consulted and considered, and no gaps or 
obscurities left to create misunderstandings in the present and dangers in the 
future. The principle of holding out to the Arabs prospects of a higher de­
gree of independence and unity - by way of Federation or otherwise - than they 
can achieve among themselves, appears to be reasonable. But it must be made 
clear from the outset that these advantages to be acquired by the Arabs in the 
vast territories at their exclusive disposal cannot be given them at the expense 
of the vital rights and interests of the Jewish oeople, whose claims, hallowed 
by uninterrupted ties of thousands of years, and internationally recognized in 
the Mandate," are limited to what Lord Balfour called "the small notch" of 
Palestine. Nor can these rights of the Jewish people be made dependent on the 
concrete advantages which the Arabs will receive from a victorious Britain, or 
on the constitutional settlement which the Arabs may be able to reach among 
themselves. Both are outside the sphere of Jewish influence, and we can hardly 
be asked to pay other people's bills. 

The ultimate formulation of our detailed demands in regard to Palestine will 
obviously be the task of the entire Zionist movement and the Je'fl.i.sh Agency for 
?alestine. But without prejudicing that formulation, I can, I think, venture 
on some indication of the problem as I see it. After the war, the Jewish 
people will need a territory large enough to receive the bulk of the Jewish 
immigration to be expected, and to form the foundatt.on of a sound and self­
supporting Jewish commonwealth. This ~tate or Commonweal~h must have such 
degree of sovereignty as will secure its independence and freedom from outside 
interference. The Jewish peonle can never agree to being a permanent minority 
in one Arab State (as envisaged in the 1939 White Paper), nor yet to be subject 
to a combination of Arab States so far as its vital interests ( immigration, 
internal administration, education, finance, security, etc.) are concerned. 
The last few years have brought the Jewish National Ho~e to a stage in its 
development which makes almost impossible a continuance of the tutelage exer­
cised under the mandatory regime, and some new form of Government will have to 
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be devised. In fact, even in 1937, the Royal Commission already adumbrated 
some such necessity. But apart from political considerations, the purely 
economic asoect makes it imnerative that the National Home should become 
autonomous in its fiscal policy. Otherwise the financing of a considerable 
immigration of people strinped - as the Jev,s ,.,.,111 be after the war - of every­
thing, will be impossible. 

I believe that on the basis of the foregoing principles, the British Empire, 
the Americans, the Je,.,,s and the Arabs, could work out, in friendly consultation, 
the basis of their mutual relations. The concention is not a new one. It was 
the bB sis of the agreement which I signed ,,:ith ·the Emir Feisal ( the spokesman 
of the Arabs at the Peace Conference) in 1919. It should not 1)rove impossible 
even now to recreate the atmosnhere necessary for such an agreement, if Great 
Britain will lose no time in making it clear that no settlement of Middle 
Eastern problems is possible without securing to the Jewish oeo~le their right 
to return to full nationhood in Palestine. 

Since my return to London I have had two long talks 11.rith Lord Mayne, whom I 
believe to be anxious to do his best, and \'tho has given the matter some thought. 
His idea- it is still very vague - is to make the arab Federation conditional 
on an arrangement bet111een ourselves and the "rabs with regDrd to the National 
Home. But he always comes bE1ck to the curious statement that "of course the 
Je,,,s and the Arabs have to come to an agreement between themselves". And such 
an agreement is rendered almost impossible by the mere existence of the 1939 
tfuite Paper. t'henever we do talk to any of the Arabs with whom we are in 

contact, they simply reply• The White Paper has settled the problem• no more 
immigration is to take nlace, and there is therefore nothing to be discussed 
between us. We know that whatever the Arabs got out of the last war, and 
111hatever they may get out of this one, will be due entirely to Great Britain 
and America. They are in an extraordinarily favourable position• not only 
have they done nothing to help the war effort (on the contrary!), but they are 
likely to get - as an American friend put it - ninety-eight cents to the dollar. 
One might, I think, expect the two great democracies to tell the Arabs frankly 
that it is their considered opinion that the Jewish National Home must grow by 
immigration, they would thus remove the barriers which prevent ~rabs and Jews 
from coming together at present. But the whole policy hitherto pursued has 
tended in the opposite direction. 

I have just returned from America, and I see that I have said little about what 
I found there. I enclose a coµy of a letter whihc I wrote, towards the end of 
my stay, to Lord Moyne, and hone that you may time to read it. The American 
Jews have no \<.rish to embanrass the British Government; but they do feel that, 
with the heavy responsibiJity devolving upon them, they simnly cannot allow this 
drift of British policy to continue unchallenged. Sooner or later, either di­
rectly or through their Government, the American Jews will formulate their idear: 
and a clear stand will have to be taken by the British Government. It will not 
be possible to gloss over the situation indefinitely, end I am anxious that you 
should be fully informed about it, and should give us the advantage of your 
advice, and - if you can - your support, in the critical days which lie ahead. 

\iith kindest regards, I am 

Ch. W. 
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UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
'41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 

January 28, 1942 

Hie Excellency The Rt. Hon. The Vi ount Halifax, K.G., P.C. 
British Embassy 
Washington, D.C. 

Your Excellency: 

It has come to my attention thro di spat ch of the 
of the :iJational 

sored by ti1e United Palestine 
uary 17th and 18th, are 

Palcor l~ews Agency that ___ 
Conference for Palest· 
Appeal at Cleveland, 
reported not to ha 
tion to the P les 
ed to have been t--v-­
originally sent. 

of men an 
ference 
which w 
the 
the 

HM:EE 

WO 
ject. 

ved in Jerusalem for circula­
although these cables are report­

from London to which tney were 

ncern to t he hundreds 
i th t,he .i:"ational Con­

tion of censorship, 
ews o lestine from receiving 

nt and enheartenment spoken at 
for Palestine, were to be confirmed. 

grateful for advice from you on 

Sincerely yours, 

Henry Montor 
Executive Director 
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April 7, 1942. 

His Excollency, 
Rio ::Sri tannic. ~.~ajesty1 s .Ambe.ssador, Viscount H?,lifex, 
The British Embassy, 
'ilashington, n. o. 

Dear Lord Halifa.x: 

Thank you for your letter of i1ie.reh 21st. At the risk of 
prolon~ing undult a correspondence uhich reveals rather fai-rer.ching 
divergencies of approach, I feel the.t there e.re one or tvro points in th?.t 
letter to ~hich I mu.st refer further. 

As Americ.'.?n, Jerrs, most of us here do not, of course, have s. 
knotrled.ge of the poli tica.1 problems of the l:iddle East be.sad on e.ctu...,l 
experience on the spot. But not a few of us do have tbat experience and 
in genera17aontacts with P~lestine are sufficiently close to justify me 
in saying the.t our difficulty is not so m-µch in understanding those 
problems, as that ue find it almost impossible to reconcile British policy 
there with the aims and needs of this uar. It is obvious that the Jems, 
of ~,11 peoples, do not ,.-,ish to imperil the c~.use of the democracies in this 
war, but it is our belief that :British policy in PP.lestine, len.ding as it 
has to ~orrible tragedies such as the "Struma", is providing aid ~nd com­
fort to the enemy by undermining the faith of free men everyVThere in Great 
:Sritain. 

The •denial of asylum to some hundreds of Jews from Oentr~l 
Europe11 to i?r..ioh you refer9 is in !act a denial of the right of the Je,;rish 
people to its homeland and of the ~ight of Jews to the s~e treatment as 
any other human being, 1.1hich may involve as it did in the case of the 
"Struma"• the elementary right ef mere physical existence. 

Admittedly the security of Palestine is~ factor of ~ital 
importance in the present stru.~le. :Rut to ref'u.se Jeuish refugees asylum 
in ~alestine in no mes.sure increases security there. The mute Paper 
policy of iiay, 1939, was the repudiation of British pledges to the Je~ish 
people, but it fp.iled to secure ~he friendship of the Mufti; it did not 
prevent the rebellion in Iraq; nor ha.s it produced a single Egyptian soldier 
to fight in the defense of Egypt. It is an iro~c commentary that among 
those who have thus foU&ht, are thousand& of Jews from Palestine, including 
hundreds of these selt'-same "illegalu immigrants. 

Permit me, uith deep respect• to say in conclusion that it is 
our conviction th2.t the policy pursued at present by His l.Iajesty1 a Government . 
in Palestine does greet dsJnage to the cause of the democracies and 1e a 
denial of everything for uhich the peoples in America and Britain are fighting. 

'11th kind personal regards, I am 

Ja.ithf"ull7 yours, 
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-· ·,~aited Palestine Appeal 

41 East 42nd Street COPY 
New York, N. Y. 

:British Embassy 
Washir.gton, D. C. 

April 30, 1942. 

Ref. 213/00/42. 

Dear Sir, 

His Majesty's Ambassador asks me to inform you that 
a reply has now been received from the competent authorities 
regarding the complaint against the Palestine censorship which 
you made in your letter of January 28th last. 

You are doubtless aware that on the 10th February 
Mr. Shertok had an interview with the Chief Secretary for 
Palestine at which the latter explained fully to him the 
policy of the Government of Palestine in regard to press 
censorship, and also discussed th reports of the Cleveland 
conference. In consequence of this interview Mr. Shertok 
will probably have informed you that the paramount considera­
tion governing the. operation of the Palestine press censorship 
is security. Articles or tele ams on controversial matters 
are accordingly banned when in the judgment of the competent 
authorities on the spot they are likely to affect opinion in 
~ community in a manner prejudicial to security in Palestine 
or the Middle East, or to the war effort. 

Mr. Heney Montor 
Executive Director 
United Palestine A.p:peal 
41 Ea.st 42nd Street 
New York Cit7. 

Yours very tru.l.7, 

(Signed) A.C.E. Malcolm 
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ON/TEIJ /IAlESTINE A/1/IEAl 
PALESTINE FOUNDATION FUND (KEREN HAYESOD) 
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND (KEREN KAYEMETH) 
For the Defenae and UpbuUdlng of the Jewish National Home ln Palntlne 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

Telephone: MUrray Hill 2-3320 

ay 5, 1942 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver 
T e "'empl e 
Clevel and, Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silv r : 

NEW YORK CITY 

Cable Addreu- Palfund 

You will be interested in a copy of 
a let er wnich cp,me from A. C. E. lalcolm of 
the British ba ~yin connection ith e 
ce sor hip of t1e on the UPA Confer-
ence in Cleve 

I am also 
original let e r to 
this subject . 

ttac1i ng copy of my 
~efresh 01r memory on 

With kir,de 0 t per~ nnal regrir s, I am 

Cordi "'y your , 

/Jr ,J- -­
/~JJW/v 

Hen r y lontor 
Executive Director 

"'kl• u,, U.. 1/1,u/d, Slde4 ~ luJp, ~ P~" 
- HON. FRANK KNOX, ecretary of the ,wy 
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B R I T I S H E M B A S S Y 

,. h" t D C ,: as 1n1; o!"l, • • 
May G, 1942. 

My dear Judge Levinthal• 

You will remember that on March 5th when y0u called on me ,-rith nome other 
gentlemen, I nromised to ask for information about the reDorts which had reached 
you, alleging ill -treatment of the detainees Ht ~thlit in Palestine. I have now 
received certain information on this subject and am glad to communicate with you. 

It seems likely that the reports which you mentioned had their origin, in part 
at least, in certein incidents which took plf.l ce at. the Athlit camn on January ili6th 
last. The facts of these incidents are as follow~• The wire fence of the ~thlit 
clearance camp was cut on the nights of the 14th a~d 15th of January and two de­
tainees escaped. During the ensuing search of the detainees one of them assaulted 
a constable and wes arrested. ?hereafter ensued a demonstration and riot in the 
comoound in which about 150 detainees took Dart. They refused to disperse and 
twenty-one were injured in a baton charge. A hun:-~er strike was declared but ter­
nzlnated a few days later. There were no subse~uent incidents. 

The allegations of ilJ-treatment which reached you here no doubt originate 
from exaggerated accounts of the foregoj_ng occurrences. Iam assured that only 
such repressive measures were applied as were necessary to prevent mass outbreaks 
and Mr. Shertok of the Jewish i-.gency commenting to the Chief Secretary on what 
had taken place, observed that the policy "naturally had to tvke action. 11 

On this general subject it may be of use to you to know, if you and others in 
the United States who are interested dio not l<now already, that a reT)resentative 
of the Jev1ish Agency visists Athlit camn almost daily, and other persons nominated 
by the Jewish Agency are given permission to visit the camp from time to time. 
All visitors have expressed their appreciat:en of the internal arrangements of the 
camp and of the humane manner in which the inmates are treated. Schools have been 
established for children and adults; three teachers appointed by the Je"rish Agency, 
who are assisted by three of the inmates, ettend to the education of the detainees. 
Social welfare workers from the Jewish organizations visit the cemo and supnly 
materials for women 1 s work. &}all tailoring, shoemaking and carnentry ,...,orkshoos 
have been established. Some 30 to 40 men are emnloyed on gardening, and intensive 
market eardening on a considereble scale is now being stnrted. The detainees do 
their own oomestic duties. A hosnital under the charge of R resident Jewish doctor 
and staffed with Jewish nurses by the Denartment of Health, is provided l!or the 
treatment of inmates. Approximately 30 visitors daily are nermitted to see 
their relatives at the ca;op. ill internees now receive and write letters and 
periodical en.tortainments are arranged for their benefit. Males and females are 
accomodated in separate comnounds but every afternoon may mix. 

I realize, of course, thct you and those who share your views would rather see 
these internees admitted as legal residents of Palestine• but, short of that, I 
hope the foregoing information will be sufficient to remove from your mind any 
impression that the internees are not being pro;erly treated where they are. 

His Honor-
Judge Louis E. Levinthal 
Court of ~orunon ileas ff 6 
Philadelphia,."!<: Pa 

• 

Believe me, 
Yours sincerely, 

HALIFAX 



JERUS!.LEM -- 6.lC.42. 

From: Executive, Vaad Leumi (sd. I. BEN ZVI), F.O.~. 1088, JERUSALEM. 
To: thief Secretary 

Some time ngo the announcement wns made in London t~-~t senior offioiala ~f 
the Colonial Office were about to pay visits to severnl colonies in order t~ 
aoquaint themselves at first hand with local conditions nnd problems in the 
colonies. We received that announcement with considerable gratification, for we 
saw in these visits a most efficacious means for knitting more closely the direct 
relations between the people of this country and the Colonial Administration in 
London. 

It was apparently pursuant to that decision of the Colonial Office that the 
Chief Medioal Adviser to the Oolonial Office• Dr. Smart, visited Palestine a few 
weeks ago and spent a week in the country. 1he Jewish InstitutionB, as is well 
known, are responsible to a no small extent for the health of the Yiehuv. Upon 
our medical services fnlls virtually the whole onus of the provision of medical 
facilities to the Yishuv, of the preventive medical treatment of the mother and 
child, of school hygiene, the anti-tuberculosia campaign, the treatment of mental 
cases, ate. Our workers' community maintains, single handed and without any leg­
islative or financial support from the state,a health innura.nee service for ~~rk­
ers whioh oomprises 40 per cent of the Yishuv. The Jewish medical profession~ 
numbering some 2,000, several ~f whom enjoy considerable em1nenoe in the medical 
world, have f~rmed an organization which does valuable scientific work and deals 
with all the professional problems of its members. 

In the light of these facts it should have been permissible to expect that 
those reep-'wnsible for the programme of Dr. &:1nrt 1s itinerary in Palestine ~ould 
see to it that he Qeet the representatives of our Institutions - the Va~d Leumi 1 

Hadassah, Kuppat Holim and the Jewish Medical Associa tion. for an exchange· tf 
views and a joint discussion on medical probleos in this country. It would have 
been easy to invite all these bodies, through the Vaad Leumi, to a meeting with 
Dr. Smart. But we regret to have to say we received no notice of Dr. Smart'e 
visit from those responsible for the programme of his tour. We learned of such 
visit through a casual report published in the "Pnlestine Poet". On the day that 
report was published, Dr. Katznelson, n member of this Executive,addressed to 
Dr. Smart a letter, copy of which is enclosed. The following d.ey he met Dr. ~art 
by chanoe at the Hadassah Hospital and there heard from him that he was due to 
leave Palestine within a day or two and could not, therefore, grant the request 
for an interview, 

The plan contemplated by Dr. Katznelson, to arrange for Dr. Snart to meet 
the heads of our medical services, had, therefore, to be abandoned, and the uniqi.:i.e, 
opportunity, · particularly during the war,of creating personal contact between the 
Jewish medicnl effort in F~lestine and the supreme medical authority of the Col­
onial Office was thereby lost, By the short visits which Dr, Eba.rt pa.id to tw~ 
of our hospitals, which were arranged in the one case at very short notioe and in 
the other case without any prior notice, Dr. Snart could not naturally learn what 
has been achieved by us, nnd even less so - what is wniting and still re.mo.ins to 
be done, We should note that Dr. Smart has not visited Tel Aviv and its medical 
institutions. 

That fact had a depressing effect on the community, particularly on those 
responsible for its medicel services• and I write to express to you the profoun(•. 
disappointment of the Va.ad Leumi at what has happened. 

I shall be grateful if you will Of\.UBe th1 s letter to be trA.nemi tted to th, .· 
Secretary of State for his informatiGn. 



COPY COPY 

MINUTES OF AN INTERVIEW WITH MR. ERIC MILLS, CONrROLLER OF MAN-POWER, 
ON MONDAY, AUGUST 31, l 942. 

Mr. Mills telephoned to ask me to call to see him. He opened the conver­
sation by saying that he wished to inform us of labour needs in the immediate 
future. The position was that the -rmy would require during the next nine months 
the services of 30,000 unskilled workers in addition to those working for them 
now, and 5,000 skilled workers. After that p .riod they would require a large 
number of additional skilled workers to work the machines that would be set up 
during that period. He didn't see where wo were going to take the men from. It 
was clear that the training programme which we had in mind would not be able to 
provide all the skilled workers needed and where would the others come from? 
District officors were complaining that th(,r a , ,G ra not enough Arab workers to 
gather in the village crops. Tho Public Works Dep:irtment complained that they 
cannot gat Arabs to work on the roads. Instead of 25 piastres p~r day they wore 
asking 35 piastres. The mattor was vecy serious. Ha thought wo should know 
what tho position was and wo asked whether we would not be prepared to consider 
instructing our recruiting committees not to recruit skilll3d workers even though 
they ware not omployod in enterprises engaged on war work so that they might 
serve as a resurve for future needs. 

I told Mr. Mills that I could not und0rstand his request because it was 
diametrically opposed to what the Army wished us to do. r1r. Shertok had just 
come back from Egypt. In Cairo he had seen Gen8r cl Hughes who was in command of 
the R.E•s. General Hughes had urged upon him the importance of our providing 
the .Army with more and more artisan works companies of tho R.E. •s; that meant 
recruiting skillod men. The General had insisted t hat th,Jre was no end to the 
numbor of companies they needed and that wo should do everything we could to help 
provide thorn. Mr. Shertok had also seen the L.G.A., General N. Lindsell, who 
had told him that tho Army would insist on our recruiting at least 50 por cent. 
of our recruits in the future into technical units in view of the great need for 
these units. Mr. Shertok pointed out that tho position w~s that in the past as 
much as ?5 per cent. of our recruits had joinud the technical units. The 
General said he men·c1oned the matter because he imaginvd we would want to con­
centrate on recru i ting into the Jewish Battalions. He vished to make it clear 
that the same attention would have to be paid in the futuro, ::is in the past, to 
tha recruiting of technical unita, ond he thought theroforo thot he should 
mention the Army would expect us to recruit at l east 50 per cent. of the men into 
technical units. 

I asked Mr. Mills what he suggested we should do in the face of this in­
sistence of the Army thnt we should press forward with recruiting of men into 
technical units, ~hich meant, to a large oxtent, the recruiting of skilled men. 
I was sure he appreciated that we could not r0fuse to give the Army the help it 
asked for, evon though, liko himself, we wore by no menns anxious to denude in­
dustry of skilled workora. After all it had been difficult to set up what in­
dustry we hnd in the country. But we had gone oven further than worry about 
only skilled workers engaged in war industry. We had followed the principle of 
not pressing uny skilled work.:;r ·~o enlist if he held a koy position, or if his 
enlistment might harm the establishment in which ha was engaged, evon though it 
might not be war work. But the Army's wishes were clear and they seemed to 
diffor entirely from his present request to us. 

Mr. Mills threw up his hands in despair and said he really did not know 
what these peoplo wanted of him. Evidently the one did not know whnt the other 
was doing. In view of what I ho.d told him, of course hd could not press his 
point of view. It was very strange. On the one hand Rucker comes up to Jeruso­
lom ond urges upon him the importance of making men available for the industrial 
effort, and on the other hand the Army makes different demands on us. He would 
have to speak to Colonel Douglas-Brown about th3 whole matter. 

I said that it seemed to me that thero were still l~rge numbers of men 
available and the real problem was how to get at this hard core and draw it into 
war s ervices of one kind or another. It was this that we were concentrating on 
now. I added that it was clenr to me that if we were to provide tens of thou­
sands of workers whose employment in Palestine the authorities envisaged we 
would have to bring 1n people from the outside. 

Mr. Mills said the troublo was that he did not seo ~here they were to come 
from. The Yemen had its peculiar problem which we knew of. It was difficult 
for the people to get out and transportation problems were great. In Iraq he 
understood the position to be that Jews were afraid to be seen going to the 
British Consulate. If large numbers of Jews were to begin emigrating from Iraq 
there might be a renewal of anti-Jewish excesses. So far as Russia was oon­
cernod that was a d~licata matter. Clearly it could only be arranged by nego­
tiation between H.M.G. and the Russian Government. He did not know whether 
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H.M.G. would oonsider it an o-pportune moment to press the Russians in any way 
over this matter. That - w.ould have to be left to H.M. G, to dee ide, but even at 
the best these negotiations were bounds to take months. He could tell me that 
if there were an opportunity of bringing Jews into the country now he would as 
he could honestly advise Government that there was a distinct shortage of both 
skilled and unskilled workers, and thut a very substantial schedule should be 
granted, but he did not see where the Jews were to come from. 

He then turned the discussion to man-power and told me that only yesterday 
he had been meeting with Graves to discuss the wages problem, or, as he preferred 
to call it, the problem of income. It was clear that so~ething would have to be 
done about this and that was why he was so anxious to get his Committees working. 
He enquired whether we had done anything in this regard. 

I told him that Mr. Kaplan had spoken to the Histadrut. I asked him what 
sort of a meeting he had had with tho Histadrut repr ~sentatives and he told mo 
briefly the substance of their dis cuss ion and said ho thought it had been very 
useful and he hoped that it would be fruitful. Remez ho.d br; on ro.th0r concerned 
about the fact that Government might have to cons idar squeezing skilled labour 
out of the non-essential industries, some of which might huvo to be closed down. 
Thore are two views on the subject ~nd ho had not QUit0 made up his own mind al­
though ht3 tended to the view that this would bo nocossary. This was just tho 
sort of thing that could _ ba dono best if done ~arufully by u representative 
committee. 

Mr. Mills then rovorted to the originnl question ho h~d raised and nsked 
whether cv0n though, o.s he rtlalizod, I could not v ry ;ell giv8 instructions to 
our Committees to discontinue recruiting of sk~.lled men in view of the .Army's 
request to us, would I b~ prepJred to ask our Comm1tteos to soft-pedal re­
cruiting amongst skilled men even though they \:e r0 not engaged in wor industry. 

I r0pli0d that I would bo prop::ired to ask ou:r committocs during tho next 
couple of weeks to concentrate thoir efforts on the non-skill 1d soctors with u 
view to increasa the number of recruits into the Palos~ino Regimont, but ns he 
renlized we could not disregard the wishes of the Army in the metter of recruit­
ing into techniccl units, 

Bernard Joseph. 

N0w York, November 5, 1~42 



STATEMENT MADE :BY SEORE!t'ARY OF STATE FOR WAR 
IN THE HOUSE OF COMMOUS Olt 16TH DEOEMBER 

Hie Majestyta Government are aware of the anxiety of Jewish cc,mmun­
itiee throughout the world to be assured tLat their Kinsmen in Palestine are 
afforded every possible opportunity to truce arms actively against their avowed 
enemies, the Axis powers and to defend their fiomes in Palestine against the 
aggressions of these powers. As has previously been made clear in this house, 
Jews and .Arnbs in Palestine hnve ample opportunity of joining the British Army 
for service outside Palestine. It was with the object of affording both raoes 
the defenoe of their Palestinian homes, thnt I announced on the 6th August His 
Majesty•e Government's deoision to proceed with the formation of the Palestine 
regiment of the :British Army !or employment in Palestine or adjaoent countries 
for the defence of Palestine. 

The defence of Palestine is an integral part of Middle East strategy 
and cannot be considered apart from it. The duties allotted to the regiment 
must therefore be related to the Middle East Military dispositions as a whole, 
its task: must be that which at any given moment will contribute most to the 
defeat of the Axie powers in that theatre. The Commander-in-Chief Middle East 
is in the best position to judge from a military point of view what this task 
should be. The immediate role which he has allotted to the Regiment ie the de­
fenoe against sabotage and rnids on vulnerable points,aerodromes,rndio telegrapey 
stations, etc. in i:ialestine vital to our war efforto 

~ia task is one of great responsibility. By undertaking it the 
Regiment releases fully trained and sensoned troops urgently needed for Battle 
who would otherwise be required to undertake these duties while the scale of 
duties involved is increasing with the arrival of further trained reinforcements 
and the oonsequent enlargement of base installations, The Regiment is therefore 
fulfilling an indiepensa~le task and the Oommander-in-Chief h~s complete oon­
fidenoe in its ability to carry it ou,t. The scnle of .Arms and equipment re­
quired for this role is not so great as that of the units fighting actively in 
the front line and it would therefore be manifestly uneconomioal to equip the 
Regiment on a heavier Boele so long as they have this role, In matters of thie 
so~t involving the best disposition of troops the Oommander-in-Ch~ef'a judgr.ient 
and decision naturally receive due weight from His Majesty 1s Government. I 
would stress that this is the immediate role of the Regiment. Present military 
oircumstanoes diotate that it cannot be other. But it does not follo~ that aa 
the situation develops the role will not be different. 

The Oommo.nder-in-Chief intends to relieve units of the Palestine 
Regiment of their general cbl.tiea when equipment and cirO'UIIlstanoes permit for 
training in field dutieB. His Majesty1s Government fully approve this intention 
and it is hoped that the Palestine Regiment will in its turn be enabled by th~se 
measures to take a more active part in operations in the Middle last should the 
situation require it. 
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BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION 

OFFICES OF THE COMBINED CliIE:FS OF STAB 

WASHINGTON 

19th December, 1942, 

Dear Dr. Goldmann: 

I am sorry that I have had to keep you waiting so 
long for further inf()rmation regarding tt.e formation of a 
Jewish Arrey- which we dismissed together on 23rd October. 

I have to-dey received the text of a statement on 
the subject which the Secretary of ntnte for War made in 
the House of Commons on 16th December and I attach a copy 
for your information. 

I think you will agree that in the circumstances 
the immediate employment of the Jewish battalions mu.st be 
Home Defenoe duties in Palestine, but I hope you will rest 
assured that this is a neoessary temporary arrangement and 
a more active role lies in store. 

I hope that Dr. Weizmann is better, Please give 
him rcy kindest regards when next you see him. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann• 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed~ J,O. DILL 

Fmergenoy Oommittee for Zionist Affairs. 
41 Ea.st 42nd Street, 

New Y9rk 01 ty. 




