
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         100           35            12 
 
 

Celebration of Balfour Declaration, 1942. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HO n Isl ARCH IV f s An D LIBRA Ry 

10 

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Rabbi Silver: 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

N E W Y O R K , N . Y. 

MURRAY HILL 2-0028 

June 26, 1942 

We have again investigated the matter of the opposition to the Balfour 
Declaration and find the following: 

On May 17, 1917, the Conjoint Conference Committee of the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews and the Anglo-Jewish Association made public a letter in the London 
Times relative to the projected Jewish resettlement in Palestine on a national 
basis. This letter was signed by David L. Alexander and Claude G. Montefiore, the 
former is President, Board of Deputies of British Jews and the latter is President 
of the Anglo-Jewish Association. 
Later on the 24th of May, the London Times again carried the following statement: 
"Sir,--As the representative character of the Jewish Conjoint Committee has been 
publicly challenged, we, being Jews of British birth and nationality, actively, 
engaged in public work in the Anglo-Jewish comnru.nity, desire to state that we 
approve of, and associate ourselves witµ, the statement on the Palestine question 
recently issued by the committee.o•" Signed by Swaythling, Chas. S. Henry, Matthew 
Nathan, Lionel Abrahams, Isidore Spielmann, Edward D. Stern, Israel Abrahams, 
Leona.rd L. Cohen, Ernest L. Franklin, Israel Gollancz, Micha.el A. Green, H. S. Q. 
Henriques, Joshua M. Levy, Laurie Magnus, Ednru.nd Sebag-Montefiore, Arthur Reginald 
Moro, Phili~ S. Waley, Albert M. Woolf. 

In Ame1•ica the discussion of the Ealfour Declaration was considered by the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis at its annual conventions. The procedure for this 
discussion was as follows: It was brought to the convention through the President's 
message and further discussed through the report of the Committee on the President's 
Message. At the 21st annual convention held at Rochester in 1920, the Committee on 
the President's Message brought in a minority and a mojority report. The majority 
report was signed by the following: Samuel Schulman, Chairman, E. N. Calisch, 
Henry Cohen, Morris M. Feuerlicht, Solomon Foster, Louis Grossman, Samuel Hirshberg, 
Joseph S. Kornfeld, Clifton Harry Levy, Felix A. Levy, David Philipson, William 
Rosenau, Marcus Salzman, Abram Simon, Joseph Stolz. Max Heller, Horace J. Wolf 
(except recommendation XI) 

The minority report was signed by Max Heller and Horace J. Wolf. 

When the entire matter was brought before the convention, a roll call was asked for 
on the minority report with the following results: Affirmative: Rabbis Abels, 
Feinstein, Keller (J. G.), Heller(~), Kaplan (Jacob H. , Lazaron, Willner, Wolf. 
Negative: Rabbis Ackerman, Baron (J. L.), Bernstein, Brill, Calisch, Cohn, Cohon, 
Currick, Deutsch, Englander, Ettleson, Feurlicht, Fink, Foster, Franklin, Frisch, 



Goldenson, Grossman (Louis), Grossman (Rudolph), Hirschberg, Hirshberg, Joseph, 
Kaplan (I. L.), Koch, Land.man (Isaac), Levi (Charles S.), Levinson, Levy (Clifton H.), 
Levy (Felix A.), Lowenberg, Mann, Marcuson, iayer (Eli), Mayerberg (S.S.),. iller, 
Minda, Philipson, Pollak, Reichler, Reinhart, Rosenbaum, Rosenwasser, Rothstein, 
Rypins, Sanders, Sarasohn, Schulman, Schwa.rz, Stern (Nathan), Stern (Rlchard N.), 
Stolz, Tarshish, Wise (Jonah B.), Wolsey, Zepin, Zielonka. 

Of course the affirmative represented the non-Zionist attitude. 

We hope that this information will meet your needs. 

Very sincerely yours, 

sau:sw 
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41 EAST 42nd STREET 
ROOM 11 2 1 

NEW YORK CITY 

Dr. Abba liil3el Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

October 20, 1942. 

I have received a cable from the London office 
stating that there is to be a great demonstration in 
London in connection with the 25th anniversary of the 
Balfour Declaration. They are very anxious to have a 
cabled message f rom you and! veey much hope you ill 
be able to accede to their request . The message shoul:i 
reach them by October 6th. 

Kindest uersonal regarcts. 

r l ire 

Yours s·ncerely, 

/ ~/J ~ / / -
?U-t4{~ /~. 
Arthur Lourii: 
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AMERICAN EMERGENCY CCMMITT.EE 
FOR ZIONIST L,,AIRS 

41 East 42nd Street 
New York City 

RA.DIC SPEECH FOR BALFOUR DECLARATIO ANNIVERSARY 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Twenty·•five y~ars ago mankind was enveloped in the flames of a world 

war, even as it is to-day. TTienty-five yea.rs ago the nations of the world \7ho by 

and large represented human fr e:, ed0m and hum· n decency were engaged in morta;I. com-

bat against the forces of hypocrysy and oppression, even as they are to-day. 

Twenty-five years ago, in the fall of 1917, the forces of tyranny and oppression 

were still in the ascendant from the mil1.tary s~andpoint, even as they ar9 to-day. 

That autu:mn of 1917 was perhaps the darkest period of t he First World War, The 

Allied Nations w~re fighting uith their backs to the wall against the might of 

Imperi~l Germany. Their situation was much worse than is that of the United Nations 

to-day. Russia, instead of resisting the German hordes uith the magnificent skill 

and courage which the Russian people are displaying to-day, had been forced out of 

the fight. England and France fought 9n, but they uere war-ueary, and the strength 

of .America had not yet asserted itself. 

Early 1n November of that year a flash of light broke through the 

gloom. The British Government issued a statement addressed primarily ~o the 

Jeuish people but having meaning and importance for the world at large. The 

statement uas signed by Arthur James Balfour in his capaci~y as Foreign Secretary 

and has become knoun to history as the Balfour Declaration. It contained few words 

but behind it lay tuenty centuries of hop~ and longing, the longing of a homeless 

and oppressed people for home and freedom. 

• This is what tho :Balfour Declaration snid: 

"His Majesty's Government vieu uith favour the establishment in 

Palestine of a national home for tho Jewish people, and will use 

their best endeavours to fac111tate the aehievomcnt of this object, 

it being clearly understood that nothing shall b~ dono uhich may 

prejudice the civil nnd religious rights of existing non-Jeuish 

communities in Palestine or ph0 rights and political status enjoyed 

by Jens in any other country." 

The Balfour Declaration uas hailed by all mon uho lookod fornard to a 

bottor uorld, by those uho hoped thl\t the 1ictory of dem9cracy over tyranny uould 

soe many sorrous removed and many ancient wrongs righted. Coming at a critical mo

ment, tho Doclaration uplifted the spirit not only of the Jens but of all forward 

looking men, becauso it uns n ~omonstration of the Allied purpose to honor the 

claims of justice and hmanity. For, just as in our oun ~s, the strength of those 

uho uore then resisting aggression lay not 



(Radio speech for l3nlfo,1.r :t)eele.ration AnniversE\ry) 

·the justice of thoir causo-

l3efore issuing the Balfour Declaration tho ~ritish conoulted not only 

with their allies, not only nith tho Jo~ish and Arab leaders, but also uith the 

Government of the United States. President Woodrou Wilson uas deeply interos~od in 

the Declaration and g~ve it his blessing beforo it uas published to the uorld, To 

make tho attitude of the .Aniericnn peoplo nnd government plc~in, a joint resolution 

~as later adopted py tho Ho¥se and Senate of tho United States n.nd signed by 

President Wnrren G. Harding. Tho resolution stated that: 

"That tho Uni tod States of America favors the estr~bli~hmont in 

Palestine of tho National Homo for the Je\1ish people." 

Tuenty-five yonrs have passed since tho ]f'.lfour Doclnra.tion was issued, 

and tho outuard f~ce of the norld, especially the mnp of tho Old World, has con

SiQerably chrolgcd. Behind those changes uero many.hopes and cxpcctntions, and 1, 

cannot bo said that all.of them have beon ronlized. Tho uorld has no doubt suffer

ed many disappointments. But somo gains uero made and among_ thom the progress in 

the reostablishment of the Jc~ish Nationnl H0 mc is inspiring. 

The Balfour Declaration and tho Pnlestine Mn.ndatc of uhich it became 

a part, represent a milestone.in history by reason of uhat Pnlostino has become in 

thG last ~uarter of a century. The foundations of tho Jc\71sh National Homo hn.vo 

been Wd. In population, the Jo~ish community of Palestine has increased tenfold, 

numbering nou nonrly 600,000 souls of uhom more than half arc rcfugeos from porso

cu\ion Tho exiles of to-dny have found a haven in the ancient land of their fnthors. 

~ut ovon more rcmnrkable th:-m tho grouth in population is tho progress 

uhich those pioneer~ nnd refugees have brought into . a land thn.t for contu~i o~ l ~y 

uaste and noglectod, Largo aroas have been clenrod. Mnrshos that uor 0 ;_n:t'ost8µ 

ui th malaria have been drP.inod and mo.do fit for tho ha·oi tat ion nnd J.nJ01 o f J110 .1.1" 

Regions along the sea-coast t~"-t ley buried under SP.nd at 0 n 01.1 d )t tcd r i t ~1 touns 

and villnges, uith flourishing groves of oranges nnd other f+l,li~~ Sco~es of ugri

cultural colonies have boan planted in the hills nnd valleys . Neu ~uJu~ b~ :1..~ ~ 

ci tios teeming uith industry nnd commereo ha.vo sprung up throughout the ~oL;n~ry. 

The unter poucr of tho ancient Jordnn has ooen trnnsformed into elcctri c<ll light 

and pouc r~ nnd the enormous minerc?.l rosou.rces of the Doad Son are being u:ct r·c.c tod. 

Tho pionoors and rofugeos of Pe.lostino have taken the Bc'.lfour Doplnrnt i Jr. c.::.t its 

uord. They have stakod their hopes, their possessions, thoi:.• onor~.0 ·1r 'ii \c: :. \ ' r,·oey . 

lives, on the integrity of the solamn promise of Grant ]ritnin, of tho dum~crntic 

govonunonts of tho uorld, and of men of good-uill overyuhero. 

Ncr arc tho blessings that hnvo coma to Palestine, tho oxclusivo_possos

sion of those uho ha.vo had tho good fortuno to find a ~von nnd a homo thero. The 

Jons hnve shared those blessings uith tho na.tivo Arabs. Jeuish enterprise has 



(Radio speech for Balfour Dcclnrl'.tion Anniversary) 

raisod the Arab standard of living and brought honlth and healing to Arnbs as 

uoll as Jaus. 

Nou nan.kind is in the throos of ~other World w~r nnd tho cause of 

justice and humrmity is ngain facing a crisis. Tho victims of the nou catastrophe 

are to be found all over the 9arth, but the first and most tragic ~ictims, as 

everybody knous, arc the Jons. Hundreds of thousands of thorn have boon imprisoned 

in concentration camps and ghettos, ~d othor hundreds of thousands hn.ve boon de .... 

privod of_ their possessions and homes. They have become uandorors on the faco of 

tho oarthl 

The homeless Janish.multitudes of Europe look to tho Jcuish National 

Home in Palestine for salvation. On this tu0nty-fifth nnniversary of the Balfour 

Declaration that plod.go and promise moan more to the Jcuish people than evor bofore. 

From the concentration camps in GormMy, from the ualled ghettos of Polnnd, from 

the forests and hills \?here they seek refuge from persecution nnd terror, rises 

up their silent prayer. They pr~y t~~t the gntos of Pnlostino mny be opened uido 

for them, that they may continue and complete the uork of civili~ntion and restora

tion uhich the pionoors uho prccedod thee havo so nobly adv~nced, 

To thD.t pfnyer, mon of hum~t~ and good-nill in .America nnd all other 
lands uill say "Aoon1 ! 



FOR INTERVIEW FOR PADER AND LOCAL PBESS 

1. q{JESTION& Wha.t does the Balfour Doclnration promise tho Jou1sh PeoploT 

.ANSDR: It promises that the British Govornmont will facilitate the achiovoment 
of a National Homo for tho Jowish poople in Palestine. The phrase 11 a National 
Homo in Palestine" has received different interpretations, but there is no doubt 
that if it moans nnything, it monns a Homo wi.thin definite and adequate bound.nrios 
uhera the Jewish pooplo m~ dovolop their own life Nld institutions froa from the 
handicap.under which they live in other lands, a handicnp thnt has exposed thom to 
persecution in mn.ny of those l~ds. I refer, of course, to their st~tus as a 
minority. In the National Homo, in other uords, tho Jews must constitute o mn.jorit7 
or tho term has no signific~.nco. 

2. ~UESTION: Docs tho Doclarntion rocognizo the rights of the present inhabitants 
of Pl'.lostin9? 

ANSWERz It cortninly does. It provides specifically thnt "nothing shnll be dono 
which may prejudice tho civil nnd religious rights of existing non-Jewish communi
ties in Pnlostinc." Furthormoro, in this connection tuo outstanding facts should 
bo borne in mind. Tho first is thnt the lnst World Var actµe.lly liberated tho 
Arab nations and ennblod them t9 sot up n numbor of practically indopondcnt stntos 
such as Saudi Arnbin, Iraq, Trnnsjor~,n nnd recently, Syrin. Pnlcstino is n tiny 
corner of t~o vast Arnb domnins. It is the land upon uhich tho Jews have hnd 
historic claims to which tho rest of tho world has nlwnys given moral if not legal 
recognition. In viow of tho trngic urgency of tho Jouish problem, tho fni-flung 
homelossnoss o.nd persecution of tho Jews of Europe, it is not too much to oxpcct 
tho Arabs to permit thoso ancient claims to bo established. Tho second outstanding 
fact is that tho .A.rnbs of Pnlostino hnva ·~othing to lose nnd a gront doal to gnin 
from tho modernization of tho L..i.nd uhich tho Jcus arc carrying out by moans of 
t~oir enorgy, skill nnd cepital. 

3. ~UESTION: Or.n you specify hou tho Ar~bs hnvo bon9fited from those activities? 
. 

ANSWERl Consider, for instnnco, tho matter of hcnlth. Palestine was a land of . 
mnlnrin and trnchomn. Tho valleys wore covered uith mo.rshcs t~~t brod tho malaria 
mosquito, and ignornncp of elementary hygiene mndo tr~chomn oxceodingly prevalent. 
Tho Jcus have drtlinod n groat mnny of tho marshy n.rcns a.nd converted them into 
flourishing fa,:mstend.s. Tho Hadnssoh Medicnl Orga.nization is extending its health 
services nnd health education to Arabs as ucll o.s Jeus uith too result thnt inf~.nt 
mortality nmong tho Arnbs of Pnlostino baa grontly doclinod. As fnr as employment 
and stond.D.rd of living is concornod, it is uoll-knoun thn.t tho ~rnbs of l'n.lcstino 
arc far ahead of tho Arabs of other umd.s in these respects, Dnd thnt their progress 
is duo entirely to Jmrish industrial nnd commcrcinl dovolopoont. A good exru:iplo 
is the production of electricity for light o.nd poucr and the dovolopncnt of tho 
mineral resources of tho Dead Sea. Fron these, as ·wol~ os othor undertakings, Arabs 
as uoll a.s Jeus have bonofitcd, so much 00 1 in fact, that P~lcstino io tho only 
~o.b country to uhich Arl".bs fron other lands imtligrnto. 

4. ~UESTIONt lsn•t Palestine too snall to tnlcc in all tho Jous thnt he.TO been 
mndo hoooless by tho uar and porsocution? 

ANSWER: Tho fact is that since tho Nazi porsocution bognn, Pnlostino ho.s absorbod 
noro than 300,000 refugees, a lnrgcr n'UJ:lbor than nll tho other countries coobinod. 
According to tho tostinony of tho ~ost coopotont experts. Pnlostino, uith nll its 
rosouroos, agricultural, industrial nnd coonorcinl fully dovclopod, cnn absorb 
oillions of ndditiono.l inhabitants. I boliovo if tho Jews aro given tho opportunity 
to uork nnd build nnd dofond thonsolvos uhon nocossney they can be depended upon to 
bring nbout tbn.t dovolopnont. 

5. QUESTION: Hou far has this dovolopoon; "-lroady gone? 

ANS\iERa It has nado considornblo progress. Tho foundntions havo ~lrondy boon laid. 
In the ln.st tuo do~ados tho Jouish popuu,.tion has incronsod ooro thnn tenfold, f1"90 
about 55,000 to a.bout 584,000. Mnny scorps of Jouish torms, suburbs and villages 
have boon built up. Lnrgo nroas hl.\vo been rocln.iocd for ngricultur~l sattlonants. 
Nunorous industries hnvo boon established. There is M oxcollont oduca~ionnl syston 
uith olonontary nnd socond.t:\ry schools, crounod by tho Hobrou University in Jorusnloo • 
.An officiont nnd ~onstnntly oxpnnding hon.1th systot1 has boon introducod. Tra.vollors 
nro ngrood thnt tho Jous nro trnnsfoming Pnlostino into~ L~nd of Western civilizn• 
t~on n.nd progress. 

6. QU!STIONi Hou nro tho Jcus 1n Pnlostino oiding tho uar effort? 

ANSDRa Thora nro nou ti-bout 501000 Jom.sh non nnd uonon in the conbn.tnnt sorvicoa. 
In tho rogulnr amy units 151000 non nnd 2,000 uoncn nro serving, D8JlY' of thoc in 
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(For Interview, etc.) 

the front lines in.Egypt. The Jewish Home Guard, which is under British Army 
command, now consists of 23,700, of whom 21700 are full time personell,.and 21,000 
trained volunteers. The entire force has been armed and trained to cooperate 
immediately and effectively with regular army units in case of invasion. There 
are also 5,000 J~wish police under army command guarding railways, enemy prison 
camps, military offices, arsenals, Jewish settlements, frontier posts and other 
military objects. The all-Jewish:city of Tel-Aviv has orgo.nized its own Home Guard 
of 51000 men nnd women, plus 650 auxiliary police. All of the men in the Home 
Guard units are over military age. 

Since the outbreak of war, some 400 new industrial enterprises have bean started 
adding to Palestine's production capacity a wide range of neu commodities including 
machine-tools, steel constructionst electrical appliances, automobile parts (140 
different spare parts, fo:nnerly i~portod from Detroit, are now being produced), 
chemicals, d.yos, pharmaceutical products, hospital, surgical ruid medical equipment, 
ambulances, small ammunition• etc. 

Jewish agricultural effort has similarly shoun an outstanding advanco, resulting 
in an increased contribution both to civilian supplies and to the diot of the 
Middle East armies. Tho milk output of Jeuish settlements has increased to 
40 1800,000 litres as against 33,400 1000 in 1937; the vegetable output has expo.ndod 
from 11,500 tons in 1937 to 27,000, with potato crops rising from 29000 to 71000 tons. 

The Jewish National Home 1s scientific and research re3ourc9s have made an import
ant contribution to war-time progress. The Sieff Institute has devoted much atten
tion to the dovolopncnt of primary pharmaceutical industries. The Agricultural 
Res0arch Station nt Rohovoth has pclpod in the introduction of new crops nnd 
varieties, the expansion of yields nnd dovelopmcnt of local seed production, im
provement of storage methods, etc. The Hebrew University Laboratories end tho 
Hadassah Hospital arc doing invalue~lo uork for health services, production of sera. 
Tho recently founded Rau Materials Research Institute of tho Jeuish Agency has 
helped in tho oxploratio~ nnd utilizntion of new raw materials, including natural 
cements from certain types of loc~l soils, which may replace manufactured cement 
in sone importo.nt fiol~s. The Tro.nsport Bonrd of the JcTTish Agpncy has been activo 
in pronoting loc~l production of automobile spare parts and various types of 
agricultural machinery. 

7. QUESTION: Has tho United States taken any stand on this project? 

ANSWER: Indeod it has, and its attitude is one of genuine encouragement wd good
will. As early as 1922 a joint resolution uas adopted by tho Senato and House of 
Representatives endorsing the Nntion~l Hooe for the Jcuish people. in P~lostine and 
since then the Nntionnl Homo has received the blessings of tho leaders of American 
thought nµd action, including tho Presidents of tho United Stntos. In April 1941 
the .Ar.torican Pnlcstino Connittoe ~es organizod with Senntors Robort F. Wngnor nnd 
Ch~rlos L. McNary at tho head, for the purpoeo of giving noral support. to tho 
JcTiish National Hooe in Pnlcstino. The Comittco includes hundreds of tho loading 
.Af:1cricans in public life, in education, in tho oinistry, industry, etc. 

8. ~UESTION: Is it correct then to say that the Balfour Declaration has accooplish
. • od its purpose? 

ANS~: I think it uould be too ouch to sny that. There is a great donl still to 
bo dono boforo the toms of tho Balfour Declaration can be snid to have been ful
filled. All vagueness should b0 tnken out of those terns. It should be clearly 
understoo9, thD.t Palestine is to ba a. Jam.sh Conr.1om1onlth; that no restrictions 
should bo imposed on Jo~ish innigr~tion into Pnlostine and on Jo~ish enterprise in 
Pnlostinc. In thnt uey ono of tho uorld•s tragic problocs cnn ulticately bo solved 
on o. bnsis of justico and hunnnity, The good-will and noral support of tho Ancrica.n 
people cnn contribute greatly to tho.t result. 



American »nergency Committee for 
Zionist Affairs 

41 Ea.st 42nd Street 
New York City 

(Suggested Editorial for General Press) 

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS A...'ti"TER 

The last twenty-five years have seen the Balfour Declaration buffete~ 

about in the storm of political rivalries, chincaneries a'1d racial animosities. 

The Declaration has suffered particularly rough ha~dling in the treacherous 

currents of appeasement. So true is all this that its original intent has been 

almost blotted out by a series of interpretations, and the last of them, th~ 

notorious White Paper of 1939, has to all intents and purposes abrogated it. 

Twenty-five years have now elapsed since the Balfour Declaration was 

issued ~d Jewish communities throughout America are preparing to observe the anni

versary. The question may well be asked: Is it proper, in view of the vicissitudes 

that have befallen this document, to celebrate its birth? 

Our answer to that question is an emphatic "Yes" I In spite of every

thing, the Balfour Declaration remains a historic document of the first order. It 

marked the official recognition by a great power of "The historic connection of the 

Jewi~h people with Palestine a'1.d the reasons for reconsti tuting 11 the Jewish national 

home. It rallied to the support of the great proj9ct the other civilized nations of 

the world, among them the United States of America. What is equally important• it 

rallied to its suppo~t a new stream of the energ, the idealism, and the resources 

of the Jewish people. It brought wave aft er wave of Jewish immigration into 

Palestine led by a VB]'.lgu.ard of pioneers whose record would shine brightly in the 

history of any people. It served, and it still serves, as the most impmrtant 

point of reference in the claims of the Jewish people to the recognition by the 

world of its right to a nat;onal home of its om1. in the land that is identified 

with its pristine greatness. 

It is not the ha.bit of hi story, any mor9 than it is tho habit of any

thing e1so in nature, to march in a straight line. A river w:p.ose general course 

is towards the east will somctim~s veer to the north or south. It may sometimes 

even appear to gQ back on itself. Nevertheless, its general course will continue 

towards the east. The checkered history of the restoration of tho Second Jewish 

Commonweal th which began with Ezra and Nohhemia.h wlll do DJ\l,Ch to illuminate the 

course of the rostoration of the Third Jewish Commonwealth. 

We therefore join heartily in the celebration of the t~enty-fifth 
anni vcrsary of the Balfour Declaration, and we trust that Jewish communities through
out tho wQrld, in tho pro sent hour that is so tragically dark for many of them, will 
find in the observance of this anniversary an augury of the brighter future that 
vdll come. 
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SUGGESTED EDITORIAL 
For EniJ.ish-Jewish Weeklies 

WANTED- A NEW"BALFOUR DECLARATION." 

The 25th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration is now being observed in 
Jewish communities throughout America and probably also, with hope and secrat 
prayers, in lands that lie beneath the Nazi heel. The Declaration has lost 
none of its significance, on the contrary, the hope it represents to our home
less is more poignant than ever. 

Twenty-five years ago the Jewish people hailed the Bnlfour Declar ation as a 
charter of national liberation. It meant to them that the grent war for demo
cracy was to end in a new era of freedom for nll people includinr- their own. 
The non-Jewish world also hailed the Declaration with approvBl. It was inter
preted as a measure of cor.1pensation for nll the \\trongs inflicted upon Jewry 
since the destruction of the Jewish state. The nations enrolled in the League 
of Nations when that body was hailed as the precursor of a new era in human 
relations, endorsed it after the war, nnd so did our own government by joint 
resolution of both Houses of Congress. It was finally given the force of 
international law by being incorporated in the Mandate under which 
Britain was to administer Palestine. 

Since then, hundreds of thousands of Jews have ~igrated to Palestine from 
all parts of the world. They have converted desert and marsh land into fanns 
and orchards. They have built new cities, towns and villages. They have in
troduced scientific agriculture, manufactures, commerce, sanitation, education 
and a net-work of cooperative institutions. They have made tho an&ient 
Hebrew language live again. They have demonstrated that capacity for heroic 
struggle and sacrifice without which no nation was ever established. They 
have resisted the hostility of nature and man. They have defended themselves 
against Arab riots with courage and self-control and remained undaunted in 
their detemination to build their national home. 

But the British government, though committed t o faci~itating their task, 
yielded in time to a policy of appease@ent and began putting obstacles in the 
way of Jewish settlement. Arbitrary restri ct i ons on Jewish ixnnigration to 
Palestine closed its doors to Jewish refugees neeing from Nazi outrage. 
Arbitrary restrictions on the sale of lend to Jews in Palestine were also 
imposed. The request of Palestine Jewry to bo permitted to put a Jewish 
military force in the field as representing the Jewish national stake in the 
war has not yet been ~ranted. 

Yet the considerations which prom~ted the issuance of the Balfour 
Declaration twenty-four years ago have even more force today. The Jewish 
problem cries for a just and final solution. The use nade by Hitler of anti
Semitism as a means of "softening" lands for conquest brings home to the world 
the importance of solving the Jewish problem. and it will not be solved until 
the right of the Jewish people to its nationhood is recognized, and the Jews 
e.re allowed access to their legitimate national home. 

The day for appeasenent or Arab violence promoted by the Axis Powers 
is past. A new declaration on the future status of Palestine and the Jewish 
people after the war is now in order. Hitler has left no doubt as to his 
intentions, what are the intentions of the democratic Powers7 It is time 
for them to speak out. 
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U9lG9n P. Mond 
Tristlnm Jnlker Matc~lfo 
J. R. McC{\in 
S~ou?-rt w. McClollnnd 
Ma.lco 1m s ~ Me..cLean 
V., H. Mcf.L"\Stor 
Richard P. McKean 
H. McKinistry 
Jroncs Elliott Mooney 
Arthur Neef 
Un.rion E9-uards Park 
E, G9org0 Payno 
C~au~o ~. Pettit 
C. I. P~m.t~ 
F. J. Prout 
Homer P. Rainey 

TI'RITERS 

FrMk E. Gannett 
Carter Glass, Jr. 
J. WP.lter Greep 
Jos0f W • . H,".11 
Hr.rry Han~ol 
George M. Hnrtt 
Charles~. Heuitt. Jr. 
Stnnley Ia~ 
Arthur L. Holgos 
C~ar~ Hormll 
Pn.lmcr Hoyt 
H. v. Jenkins 
Richnr~ Lloyd Jones 
Fred{). Kirchuoy 
Johns. Knight 
D.R. McCollough 
Rnlph McGi 11 

J, H, Reynolds 
Aloxa.n~er C. Roberts 
D. s. R9binson 
Vidn D. $cudder 
Jpincs E. S~opard 
George N. Shuster 
Clnrcn~e R. Skinner 
Pres top $loss on 
Carl D. ~mith 
Robert L, Stearns 
E9,wnrd s. Stimson 
Robort.G. Sproul 
A. L. Str~.nd 
John. !.. •. S1.1tli,ro 
~i11~am Pearson Tolley 
Chas. J •. Turck 
R. n. von Klcinsmid 
C~~up.0 L. Welch 
Ray Lyman.Wilbur 
c. c. wi11iams 
Charle~ F. Wis!l[-),rt 
HcnI"'J B. Wit~. 
Mary E. Woolley 
White, Dr. w. R. 

. 
N. Frnnk:lin Mnddovor . . 
John c. Mp..nning 
J, P, Miller 
Vincent f• 01 Brion 
H. C. Ogden 
M9rris A. Pcntor 
rtobert rr, Sauyor 
A, ti~ Shipton 
Arth~ J. Sinnott 
H.B. Snyder 
J9e tr. Torbett 
Thor.m.s Re, TJndornood 
R~ T:. Van Ettisch 
Pierre Vnn Paasson 
R. J. V'irGuo 
Bnsil W0,ltors 
Willinn Allen rihite 
DTTi ght Young 

CIVIC AND INDUSTRIAL LEADERS , ETC. 

. . . 
N. w. Farlci 
Mrs. H. D, ~ ield 
Marshnl~ Field III 
Cla~rt9n E. Freenan 
Rnlph H, GP~rner 
Lee E. Goxor 
Jolm E •. Glenn 
W~'11~e,i;i Oroon 

Robert W. Groves 
Loo Guest 
Burnet Hprshoy 
Quincoy_Howo 
Arthur~. Hyde 
Eduin F~ Jaecklo 
Ralph H. Jornogan 
Rogor rr~ Jessup 
L9ui~ Kenedy 
Lloyd C. Lakin 
A. F. L['J.l~Y 

Mnry Hi 11 Ll'.nds t ra. th 
Gharlos H. Lea.c~ 
Henry Le9na-1, 
Fulton Lowis Jr. . 
rln.ltor c. Lowdomilk 
Jno A. Mangot 

Glonn rr •. i1nrtens 
wi11~nn H, King 
G9rcl9n L,. McDonough 
i1. S. I:·•ncFecley 
E. B. Ert91Jaughton 
Pnul V,. IipNut t 
Philip E~ Mccoo 
Horbo:r 1;. J.f. Me rrl. 3.l. 

Mcrodith.Lcycrs 
Grnc9 E. Moyotto 
Sidnoy A, Moseley 
F, 17, Orr 
George F. Pierrot 
w. H. Pilisbury 
oiff~rd Pinchot 
Horatio ~{. Pollock 
R. C • . Radn.baugh 
Robert F •. Rt1der 
Ton J. Rico 
Charles p. Russell. 
Alberto. Rutherford 
Andrew J, 3yan, Jr. 
Theod9ro Roosevelt 
Robert R. Rose 
Leos. Rowo 

• 



( List of Mcnbcrs of k.loricr.n P{1.lcstino Conni ttco) 

E. R, Snnnons 
Ti. A. S9h:.i..ll 
E~1i l . Sc~ra.n 
Byroµ N. Scott 
J, M, ii. Scott 
~. :B. Scott 
T. T. Shepherd 
H~rry Slnttcry 
Alrod E. Snith 
H~ E!' Sodt 
:aosc Sp,nccr 
r;. A. Stoadr:lan 

CIVIC AL~ INDUSTRlAL LEADERS, ETC. 

Clnronc~ Streit 
Rc-i.yoond (}rctn Suing 
Jnncs F. Torrance 
Joseph P, Tunulty 
H9uoll Vr..n Aukon 
Thon~s F • . Wr\lnh 
A. H.-,_lo 't'ln.tkins 
~ondoll L. ttillkio 
Wythe Wi~lir..ns 
Aliyo Anno ~inter 
Arthur ";-: . Wright 
Col. Robert Young 



COPY OF LETTER FROM FIELD MARSHALL JAN C. SMUTS 
to Mrs, Edward Dugdale, niece of Lord Balfour. 

• .. . J 

Dear Mrs. Dugdale, 

Hyde Park Hotel, Knightsbr!idge 
London, s.w. 1 
30010.42. 

Thank you for your letter and your invitation, on behalf of 
Dr. Weizmann 1s Political Committee, that I should attend the 
meeting nQXt Sunday in connection with the commemoration of the 
Balfour Declaration. 

I much regret that an appointment elsewhere will prevent 
my attendance. I wish however to assure you and your friends 
that my faith in that ~claration remains unabated. The promise 
of the National Home should be carried out to the letter, and it 
is ~y belief that the situation after this war will give added 
force and opportunity to the fulfillment of that promise. To this 
I have repeatedly given public expression, and I repeat it here, 
Now more than ever should we keep faith and keep that promise. 

With all good wishes, 
Ever yours sincerely, 

( J. Smuts 

(You may use this 
as you like.) 



TEXT OF TELEGRAM TO HQlL. CORnELL HULL, WASHIN~O)l, - I>._ p •• • • 
FROM DR. STEPHEN' S. VlISE -- -OC'.OOJiFJt .. 31.,.. 1942 

(!by Letter) 

I AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR 'IRE CORDIAL RECEPTION YOU ACCORDED THE 

DEPUTATION OF RA'BBIS AND YCUR MAGNIFICENT DENUNCIATION OF NAZI 
INDISPOSI~ION 

CRIMES YESTERDAY. REGRETTABLY "N!! - - - • ~ :P.RZVEN!'ED MY 

JOINING WITH DEPUTATION. UNFORTUNATELY A SECTION OF TEE ?RESS HAS 

SEIZED UPON CERTAIN STATEMENTS AS WELL AS OMISSIONS AS AN INDICATION 

OF EXTREME RESTRAINT ON THE PART OF THE STATE D:EJ?.ARTMENT AND RELUCT

.ANCE TO ASSOCIATE ITSELF IN ANY WAY WITH THE ~UBLIC AFFIRMATION OF 

THE JEvVISH NATIOiTAL HOME AND IMPLEMENTATION JF THE BALFOUR DECLAR! .. TION. 

IN VIEv/ OF THIS FACT I WOULD NOwi EARNESTLY SUGG.EST T!L'\T A REPRESENTA

TIVE OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT ATTEND OUR FUB !O OEI.RBRATION OF 'IRE 

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BALFOUR DECIJ..RATION AT CJ~.NEGIE !W.,L 

~OMORROW SUNDAY EVENING AND IF POSSIBLE THAT HE ALSO READ A ~RIEF 
'· 

MESSAGE OF ENCOUltAG.EMENT. MORE THAN FIFTEEN OF THE UNITED NATIOi'iS 

INCLUDING THE BRITISH, CHINESE, DUTCH, POLISH, CZECHOSLOVAKIAN, ETC, 

HAVE ALREADY DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVES FOR THIS OCCASION. THE 

BRITISH REPRESENTATIVE ~.AY ALSO BRING A MESSAGE FROM THE BRITISH 

GOVERNMENT. UNDER mESE CIRCUMSTANCES I HOPE YOU \7ILL SEE YOUR WAY 

TO ACTING ON MY SUGGESTION DESPITE ITS LATENESS AND WOULD APPREOIATE 

ALSO BEING AJJV ISED 13Y TELEGRAM "w'HETHER iiE MAY EXPECT SUCH REPRESENTATIVE. 



TEXT OF TELEGRAM FROM SECRET.ARY OF STATE CORDELL HULL 
TO DR. ST.!PHEN S. WIS'.E ON THE OCCASION OF THE 25tih 

ANNIWRSARY OF Ttm BAU'OUR DECLARATION 

November 2, 1942 

' . 
I DEEPLY REGRET THAT THERE WAS A DELAY IN DELIVERING TO ME or YOUR 

TELEGRAM Oi OCTOl3ER 31 W'BICH I DID NOT R:ECEIVE UNITL NOVEMllR S:EOOND. HAD 

TKE TELEGRAM ~EEl'i DELIVERED TO ME !.ARLIEB. I SHOULD RAV! Br.EN VERY HmY TO 

SEND A REPRESENT.A.TI~ OJ THE STAr.E DEPARTMENT TO THE CELEERATION or T'SE 

T\t!NTYJ'IFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THI BALJ'OUR DEC~ION BY THE AMERICAN 

EMERGENCY COMMIT'l'D FOR ZIONIST AFFAIRS AT CARNEGIE HALL ON SUNDAY lr/ENING. 

I REGRET ALSO TRA'l' YOU WERE UN.A!LE TO .ACCO~ANY TBE GROUP O"I lUBBIS WHO 
✓ 

CAiiLED ON ME LAST FRIDAY. AT THAT TIMI I REFERRED TO T1tE WIDE A~DTTION 

.AROUSED IN THIS COUNTRY :SY THlt !Al.FOUR DECLABATION AND 1'0 THE I:tr.l'EREST AND 

SYMPATHY MANIFEST!D IH I'l'S I~LEMENT.A'l'ION IN WICH .AMERIO.AN CITIZENS B.AVE 

PUTID A lJSD'OL P.Ai'l', THIS IS IN LINE WITH SIMILAR IXPRISSI01S 01 J'ORMER 

PRESIDENTS AND CONGRESSES. 

CORDELL BULL 
SECRET.ARY OF STATE 




